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Continuation of the Hiftory of the yews 

to the Babyhntjh Captivity. 




SECT. VIII. 

t 

Continuation of the Hiftory of the Jews under their mo- 
narchical Government. 

t 

E return to the king of Ifrael, who, to celebrate 
the dedication of this new temple with greater 
magnificence, cbofe U> defer it till the next year, 
which was the jubilee ,(L )» at which folemnity there uled to 
be always a vaft concourw of people from all parts of the 
kingdom,, as we have elfewhere obferved*. The ceremony Ibededi- 
began on the eighth day of the feventh month of the fecred cation °f 
year, which was the firft of the civil year, anfwering to the *** tm t*i 

• See Vol. Iff.- p. 195, 8c feq, 

■ 

(L) -Tib ww tWr ninth jubifao, which, according M archbiihop 
opened tto fourth millenary of tJic world (1). 



0 

% t • + J 



(1) Jtm. fub A. M % 3001. 
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The Hiftory of 'tbt Jews 



Book I. 



latter end of our ORober^ and lafted feven days ; at the end 
of which be^an the feaft of the tabernacles, which was one of 
the three folemn feafrs of the Ifraelites^ and lafted lilcewife 
feven days ; fo that the vaft concourfe of people, who were 
invited by the king, and flocEdd to that folemnity, ftayed at 
leaft fourteen days in yerufalem. The ceremony opened with 
a pompous j>ro£efftdn f in which the priefts carifed the art:, 
from rfie tkbjgrnacle which David had erefited for it, to the 
temple: ana depofifed it in the moftholy placd, Setweeh the 
two golden cherub ims, which Solomon had caufed to be made 
by Hirom^ and to be. fet up* there, to. be a kind of covering 
to the ark (M). The king himfelf, accompanied by all his 

chief 

(M) We have fpoken eHewhere of the fhape and pofition of thofe 
which covered the mercy- feat (2). Thefe that were made by 

Hiram for the moll holy place differed from them, and were of two 
forts ; namely, • thefe two which fpread one v/ing over the ark, 
and touched the wall with- the other ; and thpfe which were made in 
bafs-relief, to adorn the fides of ^thc wall, -behr£ placed between 
palm-trees likewife in bas-relief, and all of the finefl gold. What 
the bigrtefs of thefe laft was we kfcaw not, but that of the two maf- 
live (landing ones may be guefled at by the length of their wings, 
which reacting to, rjre north and fouth walls with one extremity, 
and joining at leaft by the other over the centre, mult have been 
each five cubits long, becaufe the place was twenty cubits m length 
anii breadth ; fo that one may reafonably fuppofe the cherubims 
themfelves to have been about ten cubits high. As to their form 
we can affirm nothing certain concerning it, beyond what was faid 
in the place above quoted. 
- There we tookalfo notice, that Sotomon made all the other uten- 
fils and ornaments of the temple proportionable, both in bignefs 
and richnefs, to that of the edifice : the Mofaic altar of burnt- 
offerirrgj for inftance, was fet by on account of its fmaHncfs,.and 
another placed In lieu.of it, which was twenty cubits in length and 
breadth, and ten in height. The fame was done by the altar of 
perfume, aha! the table of mew bread ; which lair, as well as the 
golden candleftictar, he increafed the number of five t>r fix fold. 

Befides then;, "There was a prodigious quantity of other gold and 
filver veflela and utenfils 5 concerning which the tctt only fays, 
that they were without dumber (3) ; but the J&wijb hiftorran has 
%ivcn m Inch a detail of them (4) that we choofe to re far ^he -reader 
tohim for it, becaufe we can neither tell whence he had it, nor indeed 
find room enough or ufefor fuck vaft quantities. Thus he tells us, 

(2) Stt V*i> III. p. 274. not, (M\. (3) t <EW. **■ 1 8/5* 
mfib. (4) Antif. i. *v. c. 14. xm. &Mlik iSf * JUL .J*J. 6. 

& a/46, faff. 

that 



chief oJEfert, and the ciders of 1frad % marched before the 
ark t tliel^. were followed by a, great number of priefts and 
JLevit*s 9 who fang Come canticles proper to the occafion, and 
glayed upon various instruments. Ne^t to the ark followed 

'another number of fingers and players, with other priefts 
bearing the golden candkfticlcs, altar of incenfe> and other 
(acred utenfib of the fanftuary, which had been brought from 
Gibeon* where they arid the tabernacle had ftpod ever fince. 
Thefe were not depofited iri the fan&uary, becaufcthe king 
had "caufed a new let of them to be made, which were larger 
and mpre anfwerable to the fpaeioufnefs of the place i but 
were laid up in forne other repofitory prepared for that pur- 

' pofe. To add the greater magnificence to the proceifion, 
the king ordered the ark to ftop at proper diftances, and there 
caufed a prpdigious nurnber of victims to be offered up before 
it, till they had reached the fan#uary. Wbilft the priefts 
were depositing the ark in the moft holy place, "the air rang 
with the found of 120 trumpets, and with the voices of ti e 
LptiUSy whq fang the prajfes of God, repeating thefe 
words at proper ftarrza's, Give thanks to the Lord, for 
be is goody and his mercy endureth for ever. It was > then that 
God feemed to come down in a vifible manner* %o take pof- 
feffion, as it were, of his new temple, by filling it with a 
glorious cloud, as he had formerly done the tabernacle ; info- 
much that the priefts could not (land to offer -up the facrificcs, 
which; they had prepared upon that occafion *. 

* % Chron. v. 

0 

that there were 10,000 tables to hold (he facred it tennis, bcfides 
thofeof the fliew-bread. He mentions likewifc 10,000 candleilicks fc 
befides thofe that were in the holy place } 80,000 cups for drink- 
offerings; and though the text mentions but loobafons of gold, 
which feem tp us to have been for the fame ufe (5), and to 
nave been fujEcient for it, he ha? multiplied them to ioo,coo, 
bcfides double that number of filver ones. We may fay the 

fame thing of 1000 priestly ornaments, which he tells us Solo- 
mon caufed to be made for thjp fole ufe of the high pricfl: ; the 
10,000 linen robes and girdles for that of the common priefts ; 
and 2,oo f 000 more for the Levitts and muficians: al] which, if we 
may believe him, were never tp be mended when torn, nor wafted 
when ftained, with the leaftfpot, but were to be made into wicks 
for the lamja. To thefe we Qutfl only add the 20p,oob trumpets, 
and 460,606 mufical infltumcnts made of a xnixt metal between 
gold aj^a filver, fuch as was called by the antients elcftrum ; con- 
cerning all which we can pnhr lay, that the text is either filent, or 
contradicts his prodigious account, as well as where he fays, that the 
aocjooo trumpets were made according tg Mofgj'g appointment. 

(5) a Chron iv. 8. 
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During this time, Solomon , who flood upon a brazen 
fcaffbld three ' cubits high, and prepared for the purpofe, 
having commanded the attention of the people who flood 
in the court and the galleries round about ; kneeled down, 
and fpread his hands towards heaven, and dedicated the build- 
ing to God in an elegant and devout prayer, which he then 
made in their hearing ; intreating the Divine Mercy to make 
it its refidence in favour of Ifratly and to be ready from 
thence to hear the prayers which his people fhould direct thi- 
ther, from whatever part of the world, and what condition 
foever they were in, to grant their requeft, and pardon their 
offences. All this while the priefts had covered the fpacious 
altar with proper victims, which as foon as his prayer was 
ended, were confumed by a miraculous fire, as a token of 
J <ua/l divine favour and acceptance. The king then, turning 

number of himfelf about, blefled the audience; after which they went 
wisiiffis about offering a yaft multitude of other facrifices, which were 
§ffkre<i. furniflied both by the king, and by the heads of the tribes; 

infomuch that they were forced to rear a number of other 
altars in the court, the great one not being fufficient for 
them. On the very firft day of this cerembnv, which lafted 
feven daysj they (N) facrificed' 22,000 bullocks and ii& 9 ooo 
fheep f6t peace-offerings, which (erved to feaft ; the con- 
courfe of people j befides a prodigious number of burnt 
and other offerihgs, which "wire brought in every day. The 
feaft of the tabernacles, which immediately followed this, was 
like wife obferved with unufual magnificence ; after which the 
people were difmiffed in peace," and returned to their homes, 
with their hearts full of joy and admiration of their womler&l 
monarch At the fame time, left that young prince's heart 
ftiould be too elated by this extraordinary grandeur, God was 
pleafed to appear to him in a dream, on the firft night of the 
dedication, exprefled his acceptance i>f that fumptuous edifice, 
and renewed his promifes to hirri and his pofterity, provided 
he and they ferved him with an dpright heart i on the other 

* 1 King. vfii. 12. & ftq. 2 Chron. vi. Sc vii. 

f 

(N) The text lays, indeed, that Solomon himfelf offered that vaft 
number of vi&imi (6) ; but !t appears 1 from the eml of the verfe, 
•nd that which goes before it, th#' all ^/ Joined with him in 
it. Wc may lHcewife obferve' hcie f thSt it is pot ^ItQg^thcr ejear 
from it, whether they were ill facrlticed in one, or in' the it ven 
days of the feaft ; the latter indeed Is the moll probably of the 

two-, but tHc tenor of the words feeiris to lean m ore to the former. 



{6) 1 Kings <viii'. 63. ' 

hand 
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hand he aflured him, that in cafe they provoked him by their 
idolatry and difobedience, that glorious building, which was 
now the wonder of the world, fiiould infallibly become a de- 
flation, a dwelling for owls and bats, and a proverb of re- 
proach among all nations f. 

As foon as Solomon had finifhed this noble ftrudture, he Solomon** 
fet his artificers to work upon two other buildings, one foitdactt* 
himfelf, and another for Pharaoh's daughter z , and fpared no- 
thing that art or riches could furnifli, to raife it to a propor- 
tionable fplendor with it (O). He was almoft thirteen years 
in building them, fo that he finiftied thofe three magnificent 
edifices, with all their coftly furniture, utenfils, and orna- 
ments, within the fpace of twenty years (P). After this he 

fenC 

•f 1 King. ix. i, & feq. * Compare i King. iii. i. vii. 8. ix. 24. 
Sc 2 Chron. viii. 1 j . 

* 

(O) One of thefe palaces is called the houfe of the foreft of Le- 
banon (7), though it was at Jerufalem ; the reafon of its being fo 
called, is not certainly known. The Chaldee paraphraft calls it a 
fummer-houfe, or houfe of refrefhment ; others think it to have 
been built in that foreir, after he had taken the city of Hamatb-zo- 
bah (8) ; but the general opinion is, that they gave the name of 
the foreft of Lebanon to the city of David, by reafon of the pro- 
digious quantities of cedar and other trees, which had been brought 
from thence to build the temple and other fumptuous edifices ; in- 
fomuch, that it feems as if Lebanon had been ttanfported to Jerufa- 
/em' (9). Upon this account, and perhaps alfo from the fragran- 
cy of the cedar, both the city and temple, as well as the palace, 
are called Lebanon by the pfalmift and fome of the prophets (io\ 

{?) Thefe palaces were built with the utmoft magnificence, whe- 
ther for the prodigious quantities of gold, fi lver, cedar and other 
precious woods, marble and other coftly Hones, the flu pen do 11 • 
bignefs of them, or the exquifitenefs of the workmanfhip, or for 
the richnefs of their furniture, and the fumptuoufnefs of the gal- 
leries, porches, courts, and apartments. Among thefe there wai 
one more fpacious than the reft, which was called the porch, or 
hall of judgment, in which was placed the king's throne, and, on 
each fide of it, the feats of his councellors. This porch was by far 
the mod magnificent of all, becaufe it was both his feat of judg- 
ment, and the place of public audience, where he fhewed himfelf, 
either to his nobles, or to the Grangers that reforted to him. It 
was placed in the mid ft of a flight of rich pillars of cedar, curiouf- 
ly carved and covered, or rather inlaid, with gold. The throne 

4 

(7) t Kings. *vii. z. (ft) Vid. Jun. inlocif 2 Chron viii 3. 
(9) ha Rabbin. <vid. & Muni*. Calm. fcf al. in PfaL xxix . xcii ■ 12, 
h*. ( 10) PfaL xxi*. faff. xcii. 12, 13, ml A. 

kfelf § 
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fent back a great , part of his Tyrian artificers ; and to exprefs 
his gratitude to their prince, who had fogeneroufly furniflied 
him, not only with vaft quantities of ftones and wood, but 
alfo with great {urns of gold, he prefented him with twenty 
cities in Galilee ; but Hiram* coming foon after to view them, 
was fo difgufted at them, that he could not forbear breaking 
out into fome complaints againft his brother Solomon* and ex- 
prefling his difTat is faction by his refufal of them, and by the 
contemptible name which he gave to that whole land ( QJ ; 
upon which, Solomon buiJt them anew hfmfelf, and planted 
colonics of IJraclites in them f. The reft of his workmen, 

i 

f Compare i Kings ix. 10. & 2 Chron. viii. 1, & feq. 

itfelf. which was in the fafhion of a nich, was covered with ivory, 
inlaid, and intermixed with curious ornaments in gold : the afcent 
to it was by fix fteps, each ftep being fupported on each fide with 
a fmall lion, and the arms of the feat with two large ones as big as 
the life. All thefe, and even the tfeps themfelves were Jikewife 
covered with gold and ivory. The richnefs of the furniture of 
thefe fumptuous edifices may be guelTed at, by the plate and drink- 
ing- veffels which were ufed in them, which were all of thefineft gold. 
To thefe he added 300 Ihields of the fame rich metal, which ufed 
to be carried before him when he went abroad, and then were faf- 
pended along the rows of pillars as an ornament. Betides thefe, 
he likewife caufed 200 targets to be made of a larger iize, which 
were hung up in fome confpicuous places of the temple. All thefe 
were made of fome precious wood, and covered with gold ; thefe 

latter amounted to 600 ihekels each, and the former to three 
pound weight (i 1). 

( QJ ^*Q3 Cbahul, which is the name he gave it, comes from 
which fignifies a fetlock ; and is fuppofed to have alluded to 
the extreme diriinefs of it, becaufe one could not travel in it with- 



out being up to the ancles in dirt. 

Jofephns -derives it from a Phoenician word, which fignifies dijlike, 
and adds, that Hiram refufed to take them from Solomon upon that 
account ( 1) ; but as we find a city of that name as early as JoJbua% 
time [z\ it is not improbable, that Hiram took the hint from ic, 
and jravc that contemptible appellative to all the reft. 

This Cbabuf, which our author calls Cbebalon, was, according 
to li m, fituatedin the neighbourhood of Tyre, or between that and 
Ptolcmais ( 3 ) : that of Jnjbua could not be far from it ; and yet 
St. yerom places them on the other fide Jordan (4), in that 
par: which was called Dccapolis (5). 

fi\) \ Kitrrsx. 1 6, 17. 2 Chron, ix. \ 9, 16. CO ^nt. lib ff, 
€. z. See Vol. 17. p. 340. (2)7*0. xix. 27. r 3 ) Ibid fcf in 
S>it. jua. {.<) Ilicron. in Jmos i. (5 J fid. Calm, fub <voc. 

whether 



w 



whether ffrww or others, together vtfth? the (Zmaafthi/b'&we** 
w|»,W^^ ^ time, probacy Income very expert builders 
mere emphiyed in fiutounding the city of Jtrufaltm with a 
ftropg ^ ftately wall, ind fortifying iJtff//^ jHayur^ Mtgid-. 
doy GexeTj Befn-hororti Baalath^ Tadmor, or Palmyra , and 
^ other places *of confeqjjence ; befides feveral other ;ft6re- cities 
for his chariots and horfes, for his magazines of corn, wine, 
0% and dthcr proftfiotis and ammunition. He built more- 
over fome fcfrtrefoy in Lebanon? probably to fecure a free com- 
mimicariofl between bis kingdom and that 6f Syria. Soon 
afttfr ifcisr ttbtfght under his yoke the remainder of the A- 
m&ritesj 7Httitis r Perivseites 9 Hivites, and Jebufites* who 
leetn to liaVe remained uhconquered till his time, and made 
them all tributaries to him *. Thefe were alfo probably forced 
to his works with the reft ; for as for the Ifraclites 9 the text 
_ {ays, that they were exempt from all kind of flavifli 

bufinefe, and only employed .either as overfeers Over them, 
or ajoftcers and (bldicrs in his army K 

! To ftfpply «U thefe vaft expences, Solomon went and built Solomon V 
a navy atr E%hn^eber y upon the coafts of die Red-fea 9 and navy. 
ptw irimder the taore of k>me ex^rt Tyrian fallors, who, with 
his ffwti Jnieji; went 1vk& it to (R), and in about three 

years 

* x i Kings' ix. 15, & fcq. 2 Chron. viii. i, & feq. See Vol, 
II. fu.Ht.89 * 1 Kings ibid. ver. 32, 23* 




<^J It is not to be expected, that our readers will be contented 
with being told, that Opbir is to us * terra incognita, that has been 
fought in vain in all parts of the world, and through every point of 
the compafs. And indeed one would hardly believe fetch a difco* 
very to be lb difficult, considering the various indices, by which 
the icriptvres fecm to lead us to It 1 fuch as thofe that follow. 
k. That Mofu fpeaksof Opbir the fon of Joktan t who went with 
his. brethren and dwelt from Mejba towards Sephar % a mount of the 
edfc (6> a. That the fame fleet went both to Opbir and Tarfifi/b 
(7), and fet. out from Exion*geber 9 a fea-port near Elot/j, in the 
land of Edom upon the JUd Sra (8). 3. That the voyage took 
then up three years (9> 4* That- it brought gold , precious ftones, 
fpiccs* vx>Kj y ebony, and algwn wood, peacocks, and monkeys 
(!*)• , 5- T-hat Opbir not only rfbtded the greateft quantity- of 
gold* but that it«lfoejtceedtd«U other gold in finencf* and value 
( » i ) ; and, lsftly* That according to Eupilfmus* an anttent author 
quoted by Enfthius (12), the Urpbe, or Opbir, from whence this 

<6) Gem jr. 29, 30. (7) CoYtf. t Kings ix. 28. x. zz. xxii 48. 
€5f a Or^. 36. 1 Kings isi. 26, W aiib. (9) /A/VA 

a* iff aMk . (10) J*iV. {ff 2 Gbm jjr . 1 0. (11) Hid. & 
alib.pajf. (11) Pr<rp. Enjang. /. 9. 

metal 
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years time, brought him back an immenfe weight of gold and 
filver, befides feveral kinds of precious ftones, fpices, ebony 
and other curious wood, ivory, peacocks, monkeys, and o- 
ther rarities c . The gold itfelf amounted to 450 talents year- 

c Ibid. ver. ult. x. 22. 2 Chron viii\ 17. 18. ix. 21. 

metal was brought, was an ifland in the Red-Sea ; not that which 
we commonly underftand by that name, which lyeth between Ara- 
bia and Egypt, but the great fouthem ocean, which extended itfelf 
between India and Africa and wafheth up to the coaft of Arabia 
and Perjia, and was called the Red- Sea from the colour which the 
perpendicular fun-beams give it in thofe hot climates (1 3). To 
this let us add, that Jofepbus fays, that Ophir was in India, or was 
fince called India, or the land of gold (14O, which may probably 
mean the Aurea Cher/on ej us, now called the ifland of Malacca, 
over again ft Sumatra ; thefe, one would be apt to think, might 
have chalked out fuch a chart, as would have direfted us, if not to 
the very fpot of ground, yet at leaft to the region, whence all 
thefe riches came, and yet there are fcarce any two authors that 
have fleered the fame courfe. 

But not to dwell long upon a fubject that affords fo little certain- 
ty, we Jhall content ourfeives with a bare mention of thofe who 
feem to have vifibly erred from the point, and then give a ihort 
account of thofe who have fpoken with a greater degree of pro- 
bability. 

Among the firft we may rank thofe who have gone to America 
for it (15), it being inconceivable, how they could fleer thither and 
back again in thofe early days, without charts or compafs, with fo 
imperfect a knowledge of geography and aflronomy, and knowing 
no more of navigation than bare coafting. If it be faid, that this 
was the method they fleered by, and that they coafted along India, 
China, and the nortli parts of Japan, to the north part of America, 
and fo on to Hifpaniola y or any other place, whether of Mexico or 
Peru ; befides that in fuch a cafe, eighteen months will fcarce be 
fufficient for fuch a prodigious round, how many iflands might they 
have met with in India, that could have fup plied them with all 
thofe commodities, and efpecially with gold? how came they at 
firlt to have fuch knowledge of thofe p3rts, as to go thither for 
that metal? Was America peopled fo early ? and if it was, which 
is fcarce credible, were either its inhabitants fuch expert failors, as 
Co bring thofe merchandizes to fome famous emporium nearer to 
Afia, or did any of the Afiatic nations fetch them from thence ? 

2, Thofe who have gone no further than the coaftu of Africa, 
pr even nearer for it {16) ; becaufe though it be probable, that fc- 

( 1 ^ , Vid. Pridcaux Conn* 8 lib. I. (14") Ant. lib. viii. c. 2. 
(rc) Ger.cbr. Arr. Mont. Chrift. Columb. Vatabl. Poftel. V al. 
(i(>) Grot, in t Rug. ix. Huct. Diffirt. de Navig. Salem. Jean 
4dk Stmt. & al. 

\ era'l 
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ly, befides the profit which he made of all the other commo # di^ 
ties* Some of thofe. precious woods the king did beftow in 
adorning the galleries .about the temple* and in making a great 
number of mufical inilruments for the fervice of God d. 

All 

«* Ibid. ver. 1 1. 

veral parte jpf Africa might abound with gold, fpices, ivory, and 
thofe other 'merchandizes, or according to others, that* the Indians 
might bring them thither ; yet the fartheft coaft of Jifrick was not 
diitant enough from Ezion-geber, to have taken up fo much time as 
three years, though we fhould allow, that they went to a different 
fea-port for each merchandize ; much lefs to thofe places mentioned 
by fome of thdife authors, which are a great deal nearer to it. 

LafHy, we may reckon among them who have mined the mark 
thofe who have fallen into the notion, that Eziongeber was not on 
thecoafts of the Red Sea f but of the Mediterranean (17) ; in order 
t6 avoid the difficulty into which Huetius (tumbled, by making the 
canal of communication between thofe two feas to have been opened 
irt David's time, which is confuted by feveral learned authors (18). 
But whatever the difficulty be of finding a paflage from Ezion geber 
to the Mediterranean ; it cannot be fuppofed to have been ficuated 
any where but on the Red Sea, without doing manifeit violence to 
the text ; becaufe there is not one fingle inftance of ppp £y Tan* 

Supb 9 fignifying the Mediterranean t or any other than the Red-Sea ; 
and fecondly, becaufe Ezion geber is faid to have been betide Eloth p 
which laft is always placed on the Red Sea (19). 

Among thofe who have conjedlured with more probability, we 
fhall mention, firft of all, thofe who place it with Jofepbus in fome 
part of the E*ft-Indies (20), though without adhering tooclofe 10 
the particular place, which each of them has made choice of ; whe- 
ther in the kingdom of Malabar* or the ifles of Seylan or Taprobana 
(21^ or in Siam, (22), or in any of thofe neighbouring illands or 
kingdoms beyond, the Ganges (2 3), or that of Pegu $ whofe inhabi- 
tants pretend to be defcended from the yews, whom Solomon fent 
thither to work in the golden mine* (24); for we think it labour 
loft, to feck for a country that produced all the different kinds of 
merchandizes, which the fleet brought into Jud<ea, when they had 
time enough to fetch fome from one place and fome from another ; 
or, which is equally probable, when they might be all brought by 
Indian merchants, from feveral parts of India, into fome common 
emporium. All thefe are probable conjectures, by fuppoiing the 

fiy) Gorop,Bccan. Bivar. Horn eff aL (\$) Marl};. Can. 

JBgyft.fatc* Cz\m..J>rof4gom. in Gene/. ( \q) Fid. Kuftb. luc. 
Jiebr. fub <%ioc. 11**$ Abulfed. Defer. Arab. P'in. Strab. fliciori. 
Procop. & aL C*o) Luc. HoMcin. not. in Or/ J. ViJ. 
Bochart.' Pbal. fzi) Ab ClioM. in <vit Sa/am. VU. 
Lipen. Tracl. de Ophir. ViJ Maff. & *ut. ab co. iitttt. 

- Vol. IV, 8 fleet 



The Hijtory of the Jews 



Book I. 



All this time, Solomon was ftill mindful of the concerns 
of religion, repairing to the temple at the folemn feftivals, 
and fettling the courfes of the priefts, Levitts, muficia.n*, 
and other officers of the temple, according to the model of 

his 

fleet to fail from the Red-Sea into the ocean, through the Perfian 
gulph. 

Dean Prideaux obferves next, that it was the voyage to Tbarjbijb 
which cook up three years going and coming ; from wkich he con- 
jectures, that Opbir might be much nearer Jua\ea 9 . and \thie voyage 
performed in lefs time, if they had not been obliged to go quite to 
the. former, for fome commodities which the other did not afford ; 
and confequently, that any place in the great Indian fea, at the dis- 
tance of three years voyage, which yielded gold, filver, ivory, 
apes, and peacocks, might be the Tbarjbijb ; and any other, though 
much nearer, where they could have gold, algum- trees, and pre- 
cious (lones, might be the Opbir mentioned an the fcriptuxes. So 
that if the fouthern parts of Arabia produced the greateft quantities 
of the beft gold, as he (hews they did from good authors, then that 
might be the land of Opbir (25). 

But though it be granted, that Tbarjbijb and Opbir might be 
diftinft places, and at fome coniiderable diftance from each other ; 
yet- if the latter had been fo nigh as fouth Arabia, and had yielded 
foch plenty of the fineft gold, algum trees, and precious (tones, it 
is fcarce credible, that they would have gone fo much farther for 
fuch mferiorlrifles as filver, ivory, monkeys, and peacocks ; it is 
more likely, that they went fartheft for the' fineft gold, precious 
ftone? , and things of greateft value. 

Laftly, A late author (26 J has taken quite a different rout from 
all the red, and thinks, that he has found out the Mejba and Sepbar, 
where Opbir the fon of Joktan wen t to dwell ; between mount Ma- 
Jtus and the mountains of Sapbar, fomewhere towards Armenia and 
Media, where are the heads of the Tigris and Euphrates ; which 
rivers might be fubfervient to this commerce, tte adds fereral in- 
genious reafons for his conjectures, which we cannot dwell upon, 
and may be better read in the author. The main objection againft 
this hypothefis, and which, we think, he doth not tufficiently an- 
fwer, is, that the nearnefs of the place doth not admit of a three 
years voyage, though we fhould fuppofe, with him, ' that they 
took a large compais about from coait to coaft ; and that the three 
years, mentioned in the text, might mean only three fummers and 
two winters, or thirty months. 

Upon the whole then, the moil probable conjecture, and beyond 
that it is impoffible to go, is, that Opbir was in fome of thofe re- 
mote rich countries of India beyond Ganges, and perhaps as far as 
China or Japan ; which lalt doth ftill abound with the fineft gold, 
and with feveral other commodities in Which Solomon $ fleet dealr, 

(25) Piid. Cohfiefi* book t. (z6) Calmtt. Pre/eg. in Gate/. % 
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his father $ and making all proper regulations for maintain- 
ing the fervice of God, with a fplcndor and magnificence 
equal, at leaft,t o that of his kingdom e . Upon all which 
accounts he is juftly obferved, more than once, to have ex- 
ceeded all the kings of the earth. 



ufalt 



7< 



niifit to 



a,/ 

1 Kings ix. 25. 2 Chr. viii. iz, & feq. * m ' 



asfilver, precious (lones, ebony, and other valuable forts of wood; 
to fay nothing of fpiccs, peacocks, parrocs, apes, and other fuch 
creatures f ; and by its diftance doth bell anfwer to the length of 
the voyage. 

All that we fhall fay farther is, that this Opbir gold was in great 
plenty in Jud<ea even in David's time, fince he left 3000 talents of 
it for the fervice of the temple, befides the 5000 talents which 
the princes of the people offered for the fame purpofe (27). Now 
as we can hardly believe either of them to have been fo munificent, 
as to haVe given more than a certain proportion of it ; fhould we 
fuppofe it to have been even a third part, there muft have been at 
leaft 24,000 talents of that metal in his kingdom ; this prodigious 
fum could never be heaped together from the bare fpoil of the neigh- 
bouring nations ; it is more reafonable to believe, that having con- 
quered the Edomites, and taken Elotb and Exion-gcber t David fee 
himfelf about opening a commerce from thence, by the aififtance 
of Hiram's expert faiiors ; fo that his fon did but improve what 
the father had begun, by enlarging and fortifying thofe two places, 
and peopling them with the beft mariners and fliip -builders, and, 
in a word, by encouraging navigation and commerce to fuch a de- 
gree, as made him by far the riched prince of his time, and his 
kingdom the moft flourifliing in the world. 

($\Jofephus calls her Nicaulis % . and fays, {he was queen of Egypt 
and Ethiopia (28) ; and elfewhere, that Saba was the metropolis of 
the latter, till Cambyfes called it, by his filler's name, Meroes (zq). 
r i he Ethiopians accordingly pretend, that Ihc was queen of that 
country, and preferve flilla lill of her fucceflbrs {30). They add, 
that fhe had a fon by Solomon, whom (he lent to be brought up by 
him ; they call him Meilikov Menilebck y and pretend, that twenty- 
four of their kings are defcended from that prince fuccefiively down 
to Bajilidcs, who reigned in the middle of the 17th century (31). 
Some antient writers do like wife acknowledge, that that country 
was fometime governed by women (32;. 



f Vid. Varcn. tsf al. defer. Japan. (27) VU 1 Ch-in. xkIk. 
4, & feq. (28) Ant' I. viii. c. 2. i Z()) Ibid./, ii. c. jq. 

(30) Vid. Hier. Almeid. fcf Ludolph. Hift. Etbhp. (\\) Id. xb. 
lib. ii. c, 34, & feq. (32) Strab. lib. xvi. c. 17. Win. /. vi. c. z'\. 
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a princcfs of fuch excellent wifdom and extraordinary opu- 
lence, that ftie feemed to have come to vie with the yewijb 
monarch, by the fumptuoufnefs of her equipage, the richnefi 
of her prefents, and the number of hard queftions (he put to 
him. She-brought with her a vaft number of camels, laden 
with gold, precious ftones, and fuch rich fpices and perfumes, 
as had not till then been known even in Solomon's court. By 
all thefe one may guefs at the fplendidnefs of her equipage 
and retinue ; and it is not to be fuppofed, that (he would 
eave engaged with a prince fo univerfally famed for wifdom, 
if fhe had not had fome confiderable fhare of it herfelf ; but, 
after having tried him with all the fubtle and enigmatic quef- 
tions fhe had prepared for him (T), fhe found in him fuch a 
readinefs in folving, and fuch a fagacity in explaining his/an- 

/ i 

The Arabians , on the other hand, claim this queen as their own ; 
they call her Balkijb, and pretend, that fhe was queen of Arabia, 
had her refidence in the city of Mareb, which they make the me- 
tropolis of the province of Saba. They have preferved alfo her 
genealogy, as well as the hifiory of her journey to Judaa, which 
they have fluffed with other fables ; among others, that fhe was 
married to Solomon ; and that, after her return into Arabia, that 
prince ufed to keep an epiftolary correspondence with her, by means 
of a bird which they called Hadhud, a kind of lapwing or puet, 
which ufed to carry letters between them (33). 

But, fetting afide thefe trifling (lories, the opinion of thofe who 
think that that princefs came from Arabia, feems certainly the moft 
probable of the two, among many other reafons, becaufe (he is 
called, in the gofpel, the queen of the South, and is laid to have 
come from the uttermoft parts of the earth ( 34) * which anfwers ex- 
actly to Arabia Felix,' which lieth fouth of Jud<ea, and is bounded 
by the ocean. To which we may add, that it abounded with gold, 
precious ftones, and fine perfumes, more than any other country 
thereabouts. 

(T ; We have feen in a former note, that it was part of the di- 
verfion of princes in thofe times to puzzle one another with ridcjlep 
and hard queftions. An annalift tells us, that among other ways 
that thi-. princefs tried to pofe the king, flie took 3 number of boys 
?ind girls, which (he had brought with her, and having arrayed 
them all alike, (he prefented them to him, to fee which way he 
would take to know thofe of one fex from thofe of the other. 
Wherfore he ordered them to waflj their faces before him ; and ea- 
fily found out the difference, by the robuftnefe and effeminacy with 
which each fex performed his command. The reader mav fee his 
authority for this (lory in the author himfelf (35). 

Vld. D'Hcrbelot. Bibliot Orient, fub voc. Balkijk. (34) 

$Uttb. xii. 42. (3J) Mich, (jlycaf. Annul, p. 182. 
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fwers, that he feemed even to prevent her thoughts £ ; info- 
much that Ihe owned herfelf fully fatisfied, that he was not 
without juft reafon efteemed the wifeft prince of his time. 
The king did then entertain her with a view of the temple, 
of his palaces, and gardens, of his court, tables, and of the 
richnefe of their furniture, the great number and excellent 
order of his fervants, ftables, chariots, guards, and, in a 
word, of all the magnificence that reigned both in his court 
and in the city. So many furprifing inftances of his wifdom 
and greatnefs could not but ftrike that princefs with the deep- 
eft wonder ; which as foon as fhe could recover herfelf from, 
ihe owned with a kind of extafy, that the half of it had not 
been told her. After this, flic exprefled her extreme fatif- 
fa&ion in the moft rcfpe&fid terms, and prefented the king 
with 120 talents of gold, a great number of precious ftones, 
and rich perfumes. Solomon, on the other hand, was too ge- 
nerous not to make her fuitable returns, and difmifled her 
with the ftrongeft proofs of his munificence 8 (V). 

Hitherto we have feen nothing in that prince's life, 
but what gives us the higheft idea of his wifdom, piety, and 
magnificence ; but the remainder of his reign proved far o- 
"therwife, and Solomon* emphatically called the wife, beloved 
of God, and admired by all the world for fo many excellent 
virtues, did become fuch a Have to the paffion of love in his 
old age, that he ventured to marry an amazing multitude of 
ftrange women, without diftinftion of nation, country or re- 
ligion, and without the leaft regard to God's exprefs com- jgjg^ 
mands to the contrary j till at length he but too, fadly verified tion ; 
the divine warning by fuffering himfelf to be feduced into 
all manner of idolatry. The number of his wives amounted 
to 700, befides 300 concubines, or wives of the fecond rank; 
and his <;omplaifance for them went fo far, as to build al- idtlairin t 
tars and temples to all their deities ; infomuch that the neigh- 
bourhood of Jerufalem^ if not the city itfelf, was filled with idols 
and temples; and the mount of Olives, which was over-againft 

f i Kings x. 3. 8 Ibid, i, & feq. 2 Chron. \x. i, & feq. 
fc Vid. Deut. vii. 3, 8c feq. 

(V) Jofepbus adds, that the Jew* had a tradition, that the queei 
of Sbeba brought with her the firft branch of that precious balfam- 
tree, or balm of Qilead % which Judaa came afterwards to be fo famed 
for. He mentions likewife a grove belonging to the houfe of Leba- 
non t which was fuch a mafterpieceof art, that it raifed the admira- 
$ion of that princefs, above all the reft of his ftately works (36). 
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it, was defiled with two altars, one to Chemojb the god of 
Jkfoaij and . another to MoLcb the god of the Ammonites. 
Such a ihameful defection could not but be highly difpleafing 
to God ; and Solomon, .was foon after made fenfible of it, when 
he appeared the third time to him in a dream, and told him, 
that his ingratitude would cod. his fucceflbrs the lofs of his 
kingdom, the tribe of Judah. excepted, which he would 
leave them, in conlideration of his former promife to David \ 
for whofe fake he alfo forbore to rend the other tribes from 
mnd % death. \{ xm t ;]j a f ter death* Whether this fevere denunciation 

\ Ca pf 0f a awa ^ ec ^ ^ m to repentance,, or whether .he died immerfed in 
the Flood, id 0 i atr y and luft,. the text doth, no where, tell us ; what 

Year be °P' n ' on °^ jf*™* Chriflians is about it,, may be feen 
foreChrift * n next note (W). , He died in the fortieth year of his 

reign, 
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(W) Among thofe that believe that Solomon did heartily repent 
of all his extravagancies, are, among the Jfewr, the Talmudifts y who 
affirm, that God fen t Afmodeus to Xtrip him of all, his glory, and 
drive him from his throne ; upon which, that prince wandered a - 
bout all the cities of Ifrael,. weeping, and crying out, /, the. 
preacher, 'was once king of Ifrael ("37). 2. The generality of rabbles, 
antient and modern, if we except the author of Ecelefiaflicus, who 
finifhes his elogy wrth an account of his crimes, and the ill effects 
which it caufed in his pofterity, without ever mentioning any thing 
about his repentance ( 38) ; thefe pretend to have a tradition, that hi 
the height of his remorfe, he caufed himfelf to be dragged feveral 
times about the Greets o f . Jerusalem ; and that he caate to the 
temple with five bundles of rods/ dcfiriog the doctors to chaflife 
him for his faults ; which they refufing, to do, out of regard to 
his dignity, he fcouiged himfelf feverely before them, and thinking 
himfelf unworthy to reign any longer, he hVipped himfelf of every 
thing, and went a begging about the kingdom (39). Some of 
them have gone another way to work, and have affirmed, that it is 
falfe that his heart was enfnared by women to fin, or that he built any 
altars to Moloch, or any other heathenifli diety ; and fay, that the 
text meant no more, than that he would have done it, if he had 
not been with held from it by God*s fpecial grace (40). As for 
Joftpbus, he only attributes his vices to the wealcnefs of old age, 
without laying any thing of his repentance (40. 

The Chriflians, both antient and modern, who have embraced 
the notion that Solomon repented before his death, are too nume- 

(tf) I r id. Talmud Traclat nSiTip- (i*) Vid - Eccluf. xlvii. 
19, & fcq. (SO J Ex fragm. cut tit ul de Solomone judicium, in fn. 
torn, vis, oper. Beda?. (^0) Vid. Pined, dereb. Solom. Calmet. 
Dijfert. A faint, cjufd. (4.1 J Ant. L viiii. c. 3. 

roua 
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reign, and about the fifty eighth of his age, and was buried in 
the ftately fepulchre of his father David, and fucceeded by his 
fon Rehoboam i . Jofcpbus gives him eighty years reign, and 
ninety four of age *. Were that indeed true, his impieties 

might 

» 1 Kings xi. 43. z Chron. ix. 30, 31. k Ant. 1. viii. c. 3: 

rttus to be quoted here ; we fhall infert their names in the margin 
(42)7 and mention the principal reafons which have led them to 
it. In the firft place, many of them have followed the notion of 
fome of the fathers above quoted, that the book of Eccleftafies was 
the refult of his penitent meditations, after he was returned to a 
fenfe of hitnfelf, and thefe arc very numerous (43).' There are in- 
deed in that book a number of expreffions, which are very like 
thofe of a perfon, who feels a fenfible remorfe for his paft extrava- 
gancies, and is defirous to forewarn others againft them (44). 

Another argument for his repentance is taken from the promife 
made by* God to his father, where fpeaking of Solomon, whom he 
had chofen to build his temple ; he adds, I will eftmblifh his king- 
dom for ever : I will be to him a father ', and he Jhall be a fon to 
me: If be commit iniquity, I -will chaftife him with the rod of men : — 
But my mercy wilt I net caufe to depart from him, as I did from Saul : 
and much more to the fame purpofe (45). 

It is iikewife faid in another place { 46), that Rehoboam and his 
fubje&s walked in the way of David and Solomon but three years ; 
and afterwards, that he did evil in the fight of the Lord (47). So- 
lomons way therefore being put with that of David, and oppofed 
to that of his wicked fon, argues, according to them, that it was 
right ; which could not have been faid of it, if he had died impe- 
nitent. 

Some pretend, that the Proverh were written after hia repentance, 
and quote two places for it; the one where he complains, that he 
was more brutifh than any man* having neither underftanding, wif- 
dom, nor knowledge of the holy one f 48) ; for they pretend, that 
Agar there is Solomon- : x the other is (till wider, being only, ac- 
cording to the feptuagmt verfion, which makes him fay, At length 
2 repented, and have applied my f elf to live after a better rule ; where* 
is in the original he only fays, that having obferved the field of a 

• (42) Tren. /. iv. Marcio ap. Epiphan. de Heref. Bacchiar. Epifh. 
Ve recipient, lapfit. Hilar, in Pf. lvi. & cxxvi. Cyril. HierofoL catech. 
a. Hierdn. in EzeJt. xiii. & alib. Gregor. Taumat. fcf al. (43) 
Th. Aquin. Hugo. Cardinal. Paul. Comeitor. Gencbrard. Chemnit! 
J. Henr. Heideg. Reymer. Mercer. Ufler. Jun. Tremei. & al plu* 

(44) Vid. int. at. Eccef. i. f$a. ii. pajf hi. 17, fcf /if. 



rtm. 



paff. (45) iSnm. vii. 13. (j fay. Pf. Ixxxix. 19. 
fef adlj, & "M* ttf- C46) * Chro*. xi. 17. (47 \ Ibid. xii. 
14. (48; IW xxx. 1, 3- 

fothful 



The Hijloty of the Jews 



Book I. 



might well enough be attributed to his extreme dotage ; per- 
haps alfo this was the motive, that induced the Jewijh hifto- 
rian to fpin out his life fo far beyond the text. Solomon is re- 
corded to have written a great number of books ; of which 
we have only his Proverbs, Ecclefiaftes, and the Canticles ; 
all the reft are loft, as well as thofe of the prophets Nathan^ 

flothful man over-run with nettles— he confidered well about it> 
and received inflruttion (49). 

Laftly, fo willing are they to make a penitent of him, they 
quote the words, And Solomon Jlept with his fathers, and 
ed, i3V. (50), as a token of his repentance j becaufe there is no* 
thing reproachful added to them, as is generally when a wicked 
king dieth impenitent ; fuch as, that he did evil in the fight of the 
Lord ; that he perverted his way ; that be made Ifraci to Jin ; and 
fuch like. 

Notwithitanding all thefe reafons, many learned fathers, as well 
as modern authors, have not Scrupled to call his repentance in 
queftion, and fome of them even to deny it (51). We mall fub- 
join fome of their reafons for this opinion. 1, Solomon's lins of 
idolatry and love of Itrange women are recorded in the ftrongeft 
terms ; but not a word is mentioned in the whole fcripture about 
his forfaking them. 2. God, being highly offended with him, ac- 
tually cut off ten tribes from his pofterity , according to what he had 
told him Would he have executed it fo punctually, if Solo- 

mon had repented ? 3. David and others, who repented of their 
fins, had not only part of the punifhment abated, but their conver- 
fion is particularly recorded. Why mould Solomon be the only per- 
fon whofe repentance is omitted ? Could he write the book of Pro- 
verbs, or of Ecclefiajles, after his converfion, and yet leave all the 
monuments of his idolatry to continue r or, if he had deftroyed 
them. Why was it not recorded ? or rather, Why is it laid, that 
they fubfifted till Jofiab y * time ($ 3 , that is, about 350 years after 
his death ? What proofs are there, that the book of Ecclefiafies wa* 
not wrote before his defedion, rather than after it? Laftly, as to 
the Rabbinical traditions, doth not the authority of the book of Ec~ 
tlefiafticus, mentioned above, out-weigh them all, and doth not that 
feem to imply, that; he died in his fins ? Upon the whole then, wo 
(hall not venture to conclude any thing on either fide, much lefs en- 
ter into the more dark and dangerous queftion about his falvation, 
which almolt all the authors above-quoted, and many more, hav* 
prefumcd to handle with greater freedom than certainty. ^ 

4 i 

(49) Prov, xxiV. 30, & feq. (50^ 1 Kings xi. ule. 2 Chron. ix m 

tilt. ( t; 1 ) Cyprian, de Unit. Ecclef. & epifi. 6. ad Rogat. TertuL 
lib. ii r iii, &f v. com, Marcion. Origen. Auguft. cont % JpAud /. xxii. 
In Pf. exxiv. & alib. Gregor. Mag. Theodoret. Prqfpcr. Beda. d* 
Lyra Toilar. Bell arm. Pcrer. Vega. Malilouac. fcf al. mulK (54) 

*.Kiugs\i. 9, tsfftfi ^53) 2 Kings xxui. 13. 
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Jhijab, and Iddo* who arc faid to have penned the hiftory 
of that prince* (X). 

Whilst Solomon fpent the laft years of his life in plenfure 
and indolence, the feeds of the threatened defection were 
fowing both in Jfrael and out of it ; fo that when his fon Re* 
hoboam came to the crown, he had three potent adverfaries to 
encounter againft. The firft was Hadad^ king of Edom^ who 
pore a mortal hatred againft Jfrael \ ever fince David 7 s gene- 
ral had caufed fuch an un'iverfA mafiacre in that kingdom. He 
was now returned from Egypt^ where he had been forced to 
take fanftuary, during David and Solomon's reigns The 
fecond was Rezon, a fubjedl of the king of Zobah^ who fled 
likewife from David's conquering fword, and having put him- 
fclf at the head of a band of brave warriors, went and efta- 
blifhed a petty kingdom at Damafcus, and never ceafed annoy- 
ing Ifraely and revenging David's old hoftilities on the Zobe- 

* 2 Chron. ix. zo. 1 i Kings xi. 14, Sc feq. See Vol. II; 
p. 142, 143. 

(X) Several other books have been attributed to Solomon, efpecia!- 
ly thofe of Ecclefiafticus, the Wifdom and the P falter of Solomon 9 
which are now univerfally owned to be of more modern date. The 
latter confiils of 1 8 pfalms, artfully colle&ed out of the other pfalms 
and fome of the prophets, a copy of which is in the Vienna library, 
and placed between the two former books (54^ ; they feem alio to 
have been in our Alexandrian manufcript, by their being mentioned 
in the index, however they came to be torn, or loft out of it. As 

for the other writings, which the Greeks and Arabians attribute to 
that prince, they are lefs worth enquiring after : fome of them are- 
written in the magic (Train, others upon natural philofophy, and 
others upon moral lubjetts (55)' Some indeed pretend, that the 
magic books were written by demons, who envied his glory, and 
wanted to afperfe his f;ime, by making him the author of them; 
but that prince, who was not only monarch of the world, but whole 
power extended over all creatures, and even over Ipirits, cauted all 
thofe writings to be locked up in a ftronj iron cheft, and buried un- 
der his throne ; out of which however they were fetched after his 
death, by fome demons or magicians, and pubtifhed again under 
that monarch's name (56). There are fome eallern authors, who 
attribute the invention of the S\riac and Arabic letters to him (;7J, 
and fome make him the author of the book of 'job (58 , ; all 
without any foundation. 

(54^ Lam bee. Bibliot. Vindebon. (KK) P*d. Fabric. Apon-yph. 

( 56) Vid, DVHerbelot. Bibliotb. Orient, fitb vac. Solyman. (~~:) 

Fid. Abr. Echcllens, & Abulfarag. Hi,?. Arab, fcjf «l. (rSj k r id. 
Polycbron in yob. Dieg. dc Scunic. & ul. prafat. in Job, 

Vol. IV. £ «„n 
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ans «»• But the mod dangerous of the three was jferoboam> a 
young daring man of the tribe of Ephraim, whom Solomon 
had formerly made overfeer over his tribe and that of Manajfeh y 
in the carrying on of his works. This man had been told by 
the prophet Abijah y that God would give him the ten tribes, 
which were to be rent from Solomon's fucceflbrs ; and either 
upon this account, or for fome particular mi fdemeanour, he 
had been forced to fly into Egypt , to avoid the king's refent- 
ment, and there probably he concerted with the king of Edom 9 
about caufing an infurrection in Ifracl. As foon therefore as 
he heard that Rehoboam was upon the throne, he returned 
from Egypt to watch a proper opportunity for it, and that 
weak prince foon after gave him fuch a one as his heart could 
wifli. 

Rehoboam was gone with his court, and the elders of all 
the tribes, to receive their hqmage at Shechem^ but they re- 
fufed to acknowledge him, unlefs he promifed to lighten their 
yoke, which they complained his father had made too heavy for 
them. The king took three davs to confider of an anfwer, 
and, as he had attained to the fortieth year of his age, one 
might have expected, that he would have hearkened to the 
whoiefome advice of his grave counfellors, and given the peo- 
ple fome fair promifes, which if he had, it is poffible, he 
might have deprived Jeroboam^ who was at the head of the 
mutineers, of an occafion of revolting ; but he unfortunately 
preferred that of fome hot-headed youths, who had been 
brought up at court with him, and inftcad of foothingthe 
people on the third day, he anfwered them in a haughty tone, 
That he defigned to govern them with greater feverity than 
ever his father had done, and that, if they dared to murmur, 
he would ufe fcorpions inftcad of whips tp chaftifc their info- 
lencc. This inconfiderate anfwer did fo provoke them, that 
they difclaimed all further allegiance to the houfe of David^ 
and having murdered Adoram, whom the king had fent to ap- 
peafe the tumult, ten of the tribes chofe Jeroboam to be their 
who chofe head. Jndah and Benjamhiy however, did cleave to Rcho* 
Jeroboam boam y and conveyed him with a/1 fpeed to yerufale?n, to avoid 
to be their any iniult being offered to him by the rcvoltcrs. As foon as he 
king. was come thither, he caufed an army to be raifed out of the 

two tribes, which muftered 180,000 valiant men, to reduce 
the rcit to their obedience j but, whilft they were preparing 
for a battle, the prophet Shemaiab came and acquainted them, 
that this defection was from God, and perfuaded them to de- 
iilt, which they readily did for the prefent, though there were 



Rehobo- 

&m > s felly 

occafions 
ten tribes 
to re volt y 



« 1 King. xi. 23, & fe<i. Sec Vol. II. p. 273. 

continual 
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continual bickerings between thofe two Icings all their life. 
Jeroboam* on the other hand, thought on nothing,* but how to 
fecure his new-gotten kingdom, and took the advantage of 
that peaceful interval, to rebuild Shechem and Pemtel* the for- 
mer of which he made the place of his refidence (Y). But 
there was ftill one thing which he feared might, in time, re- 
concile the ten tribes to the houfe of David* namely, their 
going three times a year to Jerufalem ; and Jeroboam did not 
fufficiently rely upon the prophet's promife, to run the risk of 
becoming the viftim of the people's inconftancy. This ap- 
prehenfiori made him facrifice religion to his fafety, and to 
let up a couple of golden calves, the one at Darr 9 and the 
other at Bethel* which were at the two extremities of the 
kingdom, to which places he commanded the people to repair 
for the worfhip of God, without going to Jerufalem. He 
likewife built fome temples and altars in the high places, a 
becaufe the Levites did cleave to Rehoboam* he made prieirs to 
his deities out of the lees of his people, without regard to tribe 
or defer t n . 

Th e dedication of the two calves was proclaimed through jegy idol fir 
Ifrazl, and a great concourfe of people had flocked ta Bethel* try, 
when a prophet was fent thither by God, to denounce the de- 
ftruc-tion of the new altar, by a future king of Judah 9 named 
Jo/iah 9 and, for a proof of his prediction, he told them, 
that it fhould then receive fuch a crack, that the cinders would 
run out through the rent; and the thing happened accordingly 
upon the fpot. Jeroboam was {landing by the* altar, being juft 
going tQ offer incenfe upon it (Z), and when he heard the 



prophet's 



0 1 Kings xii. pafT 



(Y) Thefe two places had been in a manner deflroycd, the for- 
mer by Abimekeb (59', and the latter by Gideon (6c), This latt 
was an important place on the other fide of Jordan, very proper to 
keep the two tribes and a half in awe. Shechem was alfo a ilrong 
place by nature, about 40 miles from Jerufalem (61,, and fo con- 
veniently fituate to become the metropolis of this new kingdom, 
which it continued to be till the building of Samaria by Qmri* and 
refumcd that dignity after this latter had been deilroycd by the Affy- 
riant. We find it called Sychar in the gofpel (6a\ which is a term 
of contempt, which the tribe of Jttdah gave it after the revolt, and 

fignifies Drunkard. 

(Z) Itfeems by this action, as if Jeroboam had defigned :o join 
the high-prieflhood and the royal dignity together in hb own per- 

fecj) Judg. 'xx. 34, & fe<? (60) Ibid. viii. 17. ' .1) lid. 

jtelaud m Shechem. (6a) John iv. 5. 

V 2 &u .. 
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prophet's threatning, he ftretched out his hand to caufe him to 
be apprehended, but, to his great furprife, felt it withered in 
an inliant. Upon his fubmifiioa however he had it reftored 
again, and invited the prophet to his houfe, intending to have 
rewarded him for the cure, but he, having been exprefly for- 
bidden to ftay in Bethel* even to drink a cup of water, refufed 
his offer and went his way. He was neverthelefs unadvifedly 
brought back by another prophet, who pretended a new com- 
mand from God ; but whilft he was refrelhmg hhvSdf at his 
houfe, he was told by him, that his diiobedience would be 
punifhed by a fpcedy and extraordinary death, which happen- 
ed accordingly foon after; for, as he was returning into the 
land of Juclah, he was killed by a lion, which did afterwards 
lie quietly down by his carcafs, without offering any further 
violence either to it or the bcaft he rode upon. 

Jeroboam was nothing moved at thefe extraordinary events, 
but continued debauching the people from the worfhip of God o. 
At length his fon Abijah being fallen into fome dangerous dif- 
eafe, he took it into his head to fend his wife in difguhe to 
Ahijah the prophet, who had foretold him that he fiiould be 
Jcing over the ten tribes, to know whether he would recover. 
Ahijah* though .blind with age, knew her at her firfl coming, 
and, having called her by her name, bid her go and tell, her 
hufband, that fince he had proved fo ungrateful to God, and 
had filled Ifrael with idolatry, the death of the child would be 
the leaft punifhment that fhould fall upen him, for that his 
pofterity fhould be cut off, fo that they which died in ths^city 
would become the food of dogs, and thofe that died in the 
field fhould be devoured by the crows, all which was verified 
• by the fequel accordingly. Notwithstanding all thefe threat- 
nings, Jeroboam pc rifted ftill in his idolatry, and gave there- 
by no finail advantage to the king of Judah p . 

° x Kings xiii. p Ibid. xiv. i. ad 21. 

fon The places he made choice of to fet up his two idols were 
jioc only very commodious on account of their fituation, but had 
been frequented, time out of mind, by the people. Bethel was 
had in jjreat reverence, as having been refortcd to by the patri- 
archs, and confccrarcd in a peculiar manner by Jacob, after he had 
fcen the glorious virion we rend of in Genrfis 63 ) ; and Dan was 
become famous, or rather infamous, for the idol which had been 
brought thither from .Hi cab's houfe, and for the concourfe of peo- 
ple that went afterwajdsto facritice to it ,64). 

Ch. xxviii. 12. t$ f,q. i3 Cb. SX.W. 1. 13 feq. (64) 

J //{ k' aviii. paff. 

Whilst 
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Whilst Jeroboam was ftrengthening bimfelf in Shechem^ 
Rehoboam was doing the fame at Jerufalem 5 he built and for- 
tified a confiderable number of places in Judah and Benjamin, 
put garifons in them, and ftored them with arms and ammu- 
nition. At the fame time the tribe of Levi, which was dif- 
perfed over Ifrael, being difpleafed with Jeroboam^ came 
flocking to Jerufalem from their refpec-tive cities, be fides 
a vaft number out of the other tribes, who abhorred his 
calves and idolatries, and came thither to ferve God ac- 
cording to the law of Mofes ; fo that he faw his fub-r 
je£ts in a little time as numerous as thofe of his revolted 
rival 5. But that weak prince had fcarce continued three years 
in the true fervice of God, before he fell into the vileft idola- 
tries, and even outdid the revolted Jfraelites in them ; info- 
jnuch, that his memory is branded for having fuffered the peo- 
ple to fet up groves, and to provide them with men and wo- 
men, fit for the moft abominable and unnatural practices r . 
For thefe God ftirred up a potent adversary againft them, 
Sbijhai king of Egypt, who came and took many of their 
fenced cities, and drove the wealthieft of Judah into the me- 
tropolis for ihelter. Here the prophet Shemaiab took occafion 
to upbraid them with their wickednefs, which had brought 
this diftrefs upon them 5 he threatened the ruin of the city ; 
and his fpeech had fo good an effe<3: upon them, tha*t they 
humbled themfelves before God, and, by acknowledging the 
juftice of this punifhment, avoided the feverity of it f . Shijhak 
contented himielf with ftripping the temple and palaces of all 
their golden {hi elds and veflels, and left them to fubftitute in 
in their room others of a bafer metal. This happened in the 
fifth year of Rehoboam, after which he reigned 1 2 years longer 
peaceably, except a few skirmiflies with the king of Ifrael^ and 
died in the 18th year of his reign. He had 18 wives and 60 R e h 0 b 0 .. 
concubines, and by them 28 fons and 60 daughters; but of am ^ 
all his wives, he loved JWaachab, the daughter, or rather 
grand -daughter, of Abiflwlam l , by whom he had four fons, 
the eldelt of whom he preferred to all his other fons to fuccced 
him, for which end he had him brought up under him, whilft 
he difpofed of all his children in other cities of his kingdom, to 
be educated under proper tutors, in a manner fuitable to their 
rank u . His hiftory was written by the prophets Iddo and 
Sbrmaiah *. 

1 2 Chron. xi. & feq. r 1 Kings xiv. 23, 24. r Set 
z Chron. xii pafs. c Comp. Ch. xiii 2, & 1 Kings xv. 2. 
M z Chron. xi. 18 ad fin. * Ibid. Ch* xii. 15. 

JeroHcam 
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Abijah V yeroboam had reigned eighteen years in Ifrael, when Abijam, 
reign. or Abijah, as he is called in the book of Chronicles, came to 

the crown. He immediately put 400,000 men in arms, and 
went and incamped with them upon mount > Zemaraim> upon 
^ ea I °* the borders of Ephraim, where Jeroboam met him with an 
the Flood, arm y Q f double that number, The two kings being within 

Year be bearing °f each other, Abijam began with upbraiding his com-* 
fore Chrift P et * tor Wlt ^ his bafe extraction and bafer adions ; in that, from 
2 5 g being a fervant to Solomon* he had taken the advantage of Re- 

hoboamh weaknefe, to deprive him of the largeft fhare of his 
kingdom, and had endeavoured to fecure it by debauching the 
people from theworfhip of God, to the moft abominable ido- 
latries ; he concluded with teUing him* that he could exped 
nothing but ruin and deftru&ion, as a juft punifhment for his 
rebellion to his God, and to his prince, who came againft 
him with an army of men, which had faithfully adhered to the 
fervice of both, yeroboam was too hardened a politician to 
fuffer himfelf, or his men, to be intimidated by fuch reproach- 
es, and whilft he feemed to give him the hearing, he had 
cunningly ordered a body of men to file round the hill, and 
to furprife him in the rear, whilft he attacked him in front ; 
and this was fo punctually executed, that the king of Judah 
faw himfelf furrounded by the enemy before he was aware of 
it. This furprife caufed an univerfal outcry in his army, and 
would, in all likelihood, have inje&ed an univerfal pannic, 
had not providence declared on their fide, fo that they gained 
Defeats ' a complete victory over the Ifraelitijh army, of which there 

Jerobo- fd] 

500,000 on the fpot. Abijab purfued his victory, and 
am 5 army r <*x.ocfc. feveral confiderable places from them, particularly that 

of Bethel y and weakened Jeroboam fo much, that he never 
could recover his ftrength again, during the fhort time of his 
reign, which lafted but three years in all. Abijah left 14 
wives and 22 fons, and was fucceeded by Afa ; his hiftory 
was written by the prophet Iddo *. All that is further record- 
ed of him is, that he followed the finful ways of his father, 
inftead of ferving God with the fame fincerity that David 
had dojae *. About two years after Jeroboam alfo died (A)^ 

7 2 Chron. xiii. pafT. B 1 Kings xv. 3. 

(A) It is faid in the 2d book of the Chronicles C65), that the Lord 
truck him with death ; by which is meant, that he died fome un- 
natural death ; and, indeed, his character is conftantly loaded with 
infamy, for the idolatries which he introduced in Ifracl> which laft- 
ed till the diflblution of that kingdom. 



Ch. xiii. 20 



after 
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after having reigned in Ifrael 22 years, and was fucceeded by 
his fon Nadab \ 

Afa fucceeded Ahijam in the twentieth year of Jeroboam. Afa** 
.He was a religious prince, and as the ten fir ft years of his reign reign , 
were WeiTed with peace, he fpent a great part of that time in 
purging his kingdofti from the heathenifh abominations, which 
his predeceffors had introduced in it. So fincere was his zeal and piety. 
in that good work, that he fpared not his own mother, but 
-depofed her from the regal dignity, which Ihe had abufcd by 
patronizing idolatry, and ere&ing a grove for the worfhip of 
fome idol ; both which he caufed to be deftroyed, with all the \ 
other monuments of irreligion, except the high places, which 
he endeavoured in vain to divert the people from. He alfo put 
his whole kingdom in a good pofture of defence, by fortifying * 
feveral important places, and entertaining an army of 580,000 ,. 
men, 300,000 of which were of the tribe oijudah^ famous for • 
handling the target and fpear ; the reft, which were moft of 
Benjamin^ are likewife celebrated for their uncommon dexte- 
rity in the ule of the (hield and bow His riches increafing 
.with his might, he likewife adorned the temple with a quan- 
tity of gold and filver veffels, in the room of thofe which the 
king of Egypt had carried away. In the fecond year of his 
reign, Nadab fucceeded Jeroboam in Ifrael ; but nothing hap- 
pened remarkable during his two years reign, except his cleav- 
ing to the fins of his father, and his being killed at the fiege 
of Gibbethon^ a fortrefe belonging to the Philijlines^ by Baajha y 
a man of the tribe of IJfachar? who, having feized upon the 
kingdom, deftroyed the whole race of Jeroboam^ according 
to the prophet's word 

At length Afa faw his kingdom attacked by an army of His viAery 
1,000,000 Cujbites befides chariots, with Zerah the Ethiopian over the 
at their head (B). Afa y who trufted more in his God than Cufhites. 

* Ibid. ver. 25. b Comp. 1 Kings xv. 9, & feq. &z Chron. 
xiv. 1, ad 9. c 1 Kings xv. 27, & feq. 

(B) Archbifhop UJber (66) places this famous action in the firft 
year of Afa's reign ; oiher chronologerx about the fifteenth, more 
or lefs (67) of it. We have followed the author of the 2d book of 
Chronicles, which affirms, that there was peace during the firft ten 
years (68) ; and that Afa offered great facrifices at Jerufalem in 
the fifteenth year of his reign, as a thankfgiving for his late victo- 
ry (69). 

(66) Ann.fub. A. M. 3063. (67) Fid. & S. I. Newt. ChranoL 

p- 99- Calmet. & al. (6BJ Cb. xiv. 1. (69) Ibid. vcr. \c. 
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in his own ftrength, was nothing terrified at this numerous 
hoft, but came againft him with his army ; and after a fharp 
battle, which was fought at Marejhah^ did totally rout the 
Ethiopians^ and returned to Jerufalem laden with their fpoil. 
At his return he was met by a prophet, who encouraged him 
with frefh promifes from God, that he ihould ftill prove fuc- 
cefsful againft his enemies, provided he continued firm in his 
zeal and obedience to God. Soon after his arrival at his me- 
tropolis, he facrificed a confiderable portion of the ipoil to the 
fervice of God, and had the pleafure to fee multitudes flock 
to him from feveral of the revolted tribes, whom either his 
zeal or fuccefs drew away from Baajha y the new-made king 

of IfraeL 

It was probably this continual defection, which caufed a 
feries of skirmifhes between the two kings, and obliged the 
latter to build the fortrefs of Ramah y to flop the communica- 
tion between the two kingdoms. He was then leagued with 
the king of Syria j and Afa^ afraid of engaging two fuch pow- 
erful enemies, found no better expedient, than to bribe Ben- 
hadad to break his alliance with him, and to caufe fomep6w- 
Makesan erful diverfion in his kingdom. To this end, he fent him all 
alliance the gold that he could find, both in his own treafury, and in 

v!'tt^ tn * ^ at °^ t ^ ie tem P* e » which had fuch an influence upon the 

hadad - Syrian king, that he took all the fenced cities of the tribe of 

Naphtali) and obliged Baajha to delift from his enterprize, to 
go and defend his territories c . As foon as he was departed 
from Ramabi Afa iffued out a proclamation, and ordered his 
fubje&s, none excepted, to tranfport all the materials of that 
fortrefs to Geba of Benjamin^ and to Afizpab in the tribe of 
jfudab, and to fortify thofe two places with them. In the 
mean time, the prophet Hanani took the liberty to come and 
reprove Afa for his weaknefs in fceking help from Ben-hadad^ 
when he had been fo lately victorious over the Ethiopian hoft ; 
but the king, who was by this tifne grown impatient, by rea- 

H'udifeafc, fonof a diftemper in his feet, probably the gout, was fo exaf- 

peratcd at his boldncfs, that he caft him into prifon. He was 
like wife guilty of fomc cruelties towards other perfons, upon 
what pretence the text doth not fay, but it is likely, that his 
difeafe had inclined him to it, becaufe it is obferved to have 
leflened his confidence in God, and to have fent him to the 

mvddeatL phyfieiuns for help f . He died in the 41ft year of his reign, 

Year of an j was f UC cceded by his fon Jebofljaphat (C). 

the Flood, Baajha 

208c. 

Year be- c 1 Kingsxv. 18, Sc feq. See Vol. II. p. 275. ( 1 Chr. xvi. 
fore Chr ift I* * fec l- 

(CJ The. book of Kings 4otft barely fry, that he waj buried with 

hi** 
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Baajba all this while continued in the idolatries of Jeroboam* 
and in conftant war with the king of Judah ; when Jebu 3 
the fon of Hananiy came from the Lord to tell him, that 
fmce he had imitated his predeceflbr in his fins, he fhould 
likewife fliare in his punifhment, and be cut ofF with his 
pofterity. Baajba died foon after, and was fucceeded by his 
fon Elaby who afcended the throne in the 26th year of Afa's Elah, king 
reign ; he had fcarce reigned two years before he felt the 0 f [frael, 
effects of Jehu's prediction; he was then at the fiege of 
Gibbetho?i y where Zimriy who commanded over his chariots, murdered 
flew him, and feized upon his kingdom. ZimrVs reign lafted h Zimru 
but feven days ; Omriy another general officer, being chofen 
king by the army : yet found he time enough, in that fliort 
fpace, to deftroy the whole race of Baajbay even to his far- 
theft relations. Omri left Gibbethorty and came to befiege him 
in Tirzah ; but before he could enter that city, Zimri went 
into the royal palace and fet it on fire, and burnt himfelf in 
it 8 ; however, he reigned long enough to fhew himfelf un- 
worthy of the kingdom, by his propenfity to Jeroboam's ido- 
latry. 

Omri had another competitor, Tibni the fon of Ginathy 
whom one part of the people had ele&ed king ; but the party 
of Omri, being much the ftronger, foon perfuaded the reft 
to join with them \ fo Tibni was killed, and Omri reigned 
unrivalled. This happened in the 31ft year of Jfa's reign. 

During the firft fix years of his reign, Tirzah being then 
the royal palace of refidence, Omri bought the hill of Some- 
tony or Samaria* of one Shemer for two talents of fl 
and built the city of that name upon it, which he made af- 
terwards the metropolis of his kingdom. We have nothing 
more recorded of hirn, except that he reigned another fix 
years in Samaria in all the fmful ways of his predeccflbrs, 

g 1 Kings xvi. i, & feq. ad 18. 

his anceftors * ; but that of the Chronicles (70) adds, that he was 
•mbalraed, and laid upon a (lately bed, covered with fpices and odo- 
riferous drugs ; and that they made a great burning for him ; from 
which fome have concluded, that the cuftom of burning the bodies 
•f princes began from Afa % and that they dcpofitcd the bones and 
aflies in their fcpulchres. W« have endeavoured to confute this no- 
lion, and to reconcile the feeming contradiction of thefe two ac- 
counts in a former note, to which we refer the reader f. 

• 1 Kings xv. 24, (79) a Or. xvi. uh. f S« Vrf. 111. 
f. $62. not* [V). 

Vol., XV* » and 
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and was fucceeded by his fon, who proved Hill more wicked 

than any of them k . 
Ahab king Ahab began his reign in the 38th year of Jfa's ; his un- 
tf liracl. lawful marriage with Jezebel, the daughter of Eth-Baal 9 

king of Zidon, proved a conftant fource of idolatries and 

wicked deeds in him, and of plagues and misfortunes to his 
Year of kingdom. His complaifance for her made hkn fuffer her to 
the Flood, introduce the worfhip of the Xidonian deities, which con - 
2081. died in human facrifices, anid in the molt abominable cere- 

T^nu 1 mon * es t* Thefe were at firft introduced into his court, for 
fore Chnft w j 1 j c j 1 a fumptuous temple, an altar, and grove, had been 

? l . built to Baal in Samaria ; but as his. weaknefs fuffered him 



to affift at tbofe hellifh ceremonies, his example foon fprearf the 
infection through his whole kingdom. However, the pro- 
phet Elijah W23 tent to him very early, to deter him from 
his wicked courfes, by afluring him, that God would ihort- 
ly punifh the land with a grievous famine, during which 
there ihould be neither dew nor rain to refreih the earth, un- 
til he obtained it again by his prayers ; after which he went 
and concealed himfelf, during the fpace of three years (D) *. 

Whilst 




* 1 Kings ver. zi, & fcq. f See Vol. II. p. 314. Sc alib. 

1 1 Kings xvii. 1, & feq. 

(D) There are many particulars relating to this extraordinary 
prophet, which have no proper connection with the hiftory of che 
kings, and yet are too remarkable to be omitted ; for which rea- 
fon we choofe to give them in a note in their order of time. 

As foon then as he had foretold the famine, he was forced to 
fly from the fury of Jezebel, and retired into fome cavern upon 
the border of Cberith, a brook which falleth into the Jordan* 
where he drank of die water of it, and was furnifhed twice a day 
with bread and flefh by the ravens. He Hayed not long there, 
bccaulc the exceffive drought had dried up the brook, but went 
to Zarcphath, a city of Zidort, which laboured alfo with the fa- 
mine. There he met with a poor widow gathering a few flicks 
without the walls of the place, having but fo much flour and oil 
left as would make one cake, which fhe defigned for her fon ami 
hcrfelf, without knowing how to procure more when that was fpentv 
The prophet, tired with his journey, afked her for a mouthful of 
bread, and a little water to drink ; and fhe having acquainted him? 
with her condition, he bid her not fear, but bring him what 
dcfiied, afTuring her, that as long as the dearth laited, her barrel 
and crufe fhouhl not ceafe furnifhing her with meal and oil' enough 
to fupport them. 'I 'he thing happened according to his pre-> 
diclion, and lie continued with her, till he was comm^pded tore- 
turn to Samaria. During his ibode with shft hofprtabic widow, 

he* 
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Whilst Ahab and his idolatrous queen were propagating 
their impieties in Ifrae/, and murdering all thofe, whether 
prophets or others, who dared to oppofe them ; JehojhQphat^ ufoa^ 
who fucceedcd A/a about the latter end of the fourth year £h zt jgj^ 
of AhaV% reign, was deftroying idolatry, and promoting the of Judahf 
pure worfhip of God in his own kingdom, with fuch zeal 
and application, that it drew upon him and his people the 
greateft profperity and fuccefs. He was thirty five years old 
when he began his reign, and the firft thing that he fet about Uis pietx * 
was the pulling down of all the monuments of idolatry, and 
fodomitical groves, which his father had not been able to 
abolifh ; and, in the third year of his reign, he fent fome of 
the chief officers of his court, with a competent number of 
priefts and Levites, with copies of the Pentateuch >, to inftrud 
the people throughout his kingdom. At the fame time, he 
fortified all the confiderable places of the land, and put ga- 
rifons in them, as well as in thofe which his father had taken 
from the kings of IfraeL Befides thefe, he had the moft nu- 
merous army of any of his predeceflbrs, it confifting of a- 
bove 1,100,000 fighting men (E). Upon all thefe accounts 
he was fo profperous and powerful, that none of his ene- a „j r HCCe K 
*mies dared to moleft him ; the Philtjibies and Arabians were 
tributaries to him ; and his allies were -ft ill increafing his 
wealth by their prefents k . 

Thus it fared with that religious prince and his fubjccls, 
whilft war and famine were the reward of AhaVs impiety ia 
the kingdom of IfraeL 

k 2 Chr. xvii. pan". 

her ©nly Ion chanced to die ; and ihe, in the height of her grief, 
could not forbear accufing the prophet, as the caufe of her mis- 
fortune. Upon which Elijah took the child from her, and carried 
him up to his bed, and having ihetched himfe'f upon him, and 
prayed to God on his behalf he reftored him alive to her again {71). 

(E) We have had elfewhere occafion to fpeakof this prodi- 
gious number of foldiew (72), and to (hew, that they were not kept 
like our landing armies in conftant pay and duty, but that their 
names were fet down in the king's mulier-rolis, in order to be fum- 
xnoned to arms, whenever occafion required it ; which, confider- 
ing Che fmali compafs of the land, might be done with great 
cafe, and in a very little (pace $ after which they returned to their 
families, and followed their ufual occupations. We may alfo fup 
pole, that the g* rifons might be relieved in the fame manner every 
three months, more or lefs, that every one might have time tq 
mind his private affairs between thofe intervals. 



(71) 1 Kinjjs *vh\ (7-0 to V*l M.p. j6S. & 37 3. 
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meeting came and ihewed himfelf to Obadiah, governor of Ahah*s 
with Oba- houfe, as he was going in fearch of fome frelh fprings of 
diah ; water, to fave that little cattle they had left, whilft the king 

himfelf went another way upon the fame errand. Obadiah 
was a pious man, and had fliewed an uncommon zeal for the 
God of Ifrael, by faving 100 of his prophets from Jezebel's 
fury, and fupporting them with food in their concealment, 
during the whole time of the famine. As foon therefore as 
he faw Enjab, he fell down at his feet, and gave him a re- 
fpe&ful welcome ; but when the prophet bid him go after the 
king, and acquaint him with his arrival, he modefHy excu- 
fed himfelf from fo dangerous a meflage, being afraid, left, 
if the fpirit mould catch him away, inftead of appearing be- 
fore the king, his life fliould anfwer for the difappointment j 
for, added he, there is fcarce a nation or kingdom, from 
which Ahab has not exacted an oath, to bring you back to 
Samaria, where-ever you were found. At length, upon the 
prophet's promifing that he would {hew himfelf to the king, 
Obadiah went and Itopt his farther fearch, by acquainting him 
mnd Ahab. with Elijah's recurn, and his promife oRa (peedy rain. Eli- 
jah accordingly appeared, and the firft greeting between 
Ahab and him was fuch, as might be reafonably expe&ed be- 
tween a wicked haughty monarch, and a perfon of that pro- 
phet's character. After fome mutual inve&ives on both fides, 
Elijah defired, that all Ifrael might be gathered at mount 
Carmel, with all the priefts of Baal whom Jezebel maintain- 
ed ; which being done accordingly, he reproved the people 
for halting between two opinions, and dividing their ferviee 
FijahV netwee " and Baal. " You fee, faid he, that I am 
»W a- ** tnc Dn ty P ro P net °f tne Lord that is left, and thofe of 
gainft 44 Baal are 450 ; let them offer up a bullock to Baal, and 
jiaal. " J will offer another to the God of Ifrael', and let the 

deity, whofe facrificc is confumed by a preternatural fire, 
be henceforth the only object of your worfliip." As foon 
as the people had expreflcd their aflent to his propofal, 
the priefts of Baal were ordered to begin. They hewed 
their bullock in pieces, and laid it upon the wood of the 
altar, and called upon Baal from morning till noon ; and 
not finding tiie leaft fymptom of anfwer, they began, accord- 
in;; to their cuftom, to eut thcmfclves with knives, till the 
blood ran down upon the ground *. All this while Elijah 
piied them with the mod biting farcafms, bidding them to 
cry louder, for Baal, no doubt, was a great God, and would 

hear then), unlcfs he were either aflcep, or more advantageous 

See Vol. II. p. 3 14. 
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ly taken up. At length, when it was come about the time 
of offering the evening facrifice, he reared up an altar of 
twelve ftones, according to the Mofaic law, and laid the 
wood and vi&im upon it ; and, having caufed a deep trench 
to be digged round it, he ordered them to pour water up- 
on the altar once and again, till the trench was overflowed. 
He then called upon God with a loud voice, begging of 
him that he would ftiew himfelf to the whole people, to 
be the only God in all the world - f upon which a fire fell 
down from heaven, which confumed the victim, wood, and 
altar, and dried up all the water in the trenches ; at fight of 
which, the people fell upon their faces, and cried out, The 
Lord is the only God. The prophet then, addrefling him- 
felf to the people, told them, that if they were really perfua- 
ded of it, they ought to feize on thofe falfe prophets, pointing 
to the priefts of Baai 9 who had feduced them from his worfhip 
to ferve that filthy deity, and take them to the brook KiJhon y 
and put every one of them to death there. The people readi - 
ly obeyed the motion ; and Ahab 9 whether the late miracle 
made him approve thtir zeal, or whether he thought it dangerous 
to obftru£t it, fufFered them to be hurried away to death. E- 
lijah then advifed the king to make what fpeed he could to 
jezreel, to avoid being caught by the rain, which would 
fliortly come down in great plenty, as it did accordingly. 
As foon as Ahab had reached his palace, he acquainted his 
queen with what had happened at Car met 9 and what a fhame- 
ful check her favourite deity had received there, in the fight 
of all IfraeL One would expect, that the long-wifh'd-for 
rain, obtained by the prophet's prayer, might have comfort- 
ed her for that misfortune, and have infpired her with an un- 
common refpeft for his perfon ; but it happened quite other 
wife, and the death of fo many of her prophets threw her 
into fuch a rage, that fhe vowed to fend the author of it 
after them by the next day. And Elijah was forced a fe- 
cond time to fly for his life (F) K 

By 

1 1 Kings xviii. paff xix. i, 2, 3. 

(F) The prophet feems, at this time, to have been under fuch 
apprehenfions, that he could not (lay till providence directed him 
what courfe to take, as he had done in his lad flight. He 
flopped not till he came to Beerjbebab, a city in the land of Judab, 
and near 1 50 miles from Samaria ; where having difmifled his fcr- 
vant, he continued his march one whole day towards the witdernefs 
of Arabia Pttr/ta. At length, being quite fpent with the journey, 

and tired with life, he laid himfelf down under a juniper-trcc, and, 

after 
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Ahab*/ By that time Ahab had reigned 18 years, Ben-hadad 9 king 
*n&ory and of Syria y came at the head of 32 petty kings, and a numerous 
gmvrq/fy. army, and laid fiege to Samaria; where, notwitbftanding 

his great forces, and the arrogance with which he threatned 
both king and city, he was beat by a handful of men, who 
rallied out upon him at mid-day, with Ahab at their head, 
*nd forced to fly with a prodigious lofe. He endeavoured, 
on the following year, to retrieve his credit, and was defeated 
ggain by the Jfraelites with a terrible flaughter, and himfelf 
in danger of being taken prilbner in die city of Apheck ; but, 
upon his fending from thence a fubmiffive meflage, Ahab re- 
after feme bitter complaints, fell afleep. He was foon after awaked 
by an angel, who bid him refrefh himfelf with feme food, and 
when he looked about, he found a cake of bread and feme water, 
and did eat, and drink, and fell afleep again. The angel awoke 
him again, and bid him eat once more, before he went on his jour* 
ney, which he told him would be a Jong one ; and fo it prove4 
indeed, for he went, upon the ftrength of it, forty days, till he 
came to mount Hortb, where he found a convenient cave to lodge 
in. Here the word of the Lord came to him, and afked him, what 
he did there, and he anfwered, that he was the only prophet of 
the Lord, whom the idolatrous Ifraelites had not flain, after they 
J>ad broken his covenant and deftroyed his altars ; and that, becaufe 
he had been zealous enough to. reprove them for it, they fought his 
life alfo. The voice commanded him then to ftand upon the mount, 
where he fhould hear the Lord pafs by him ; that he ihould hear a 
flrong wind capable of rending the rocks afunder, and afterwards 
an earthquake, and then a flame; but that the Lord would not 
fcutnifeft himfelf in any of theie, but in a finall and (bill voice. 
•Accordingly, when Elijah heard the voice, he wrapped hia face in 
his mantle, and the Lord commanded htm to go back, by the 
way of the wildernefs, or by the defert paths, to Damufcus, and 
*herc anoint Haxasl to be king of Syria , yehu to be king of Ifraet % 
-and Elijba to be prophet in his room ; telling him, that thofe three 
ihould not (heath their f words, till Mab's impious race and his 
idolatrous fubjecls were utterly cut off by one or other of them ; 

all which happened accordingly, as we fhall fee in its proper place. 

In his return, he pafTed by the grounds of EHJba t the ion of 
Sbaphat, where he and hia fervants were ploughing, and call his 
mantle upon him Eli/ha, ready to follow him, begged leave to 
entertain him at a feaft, whilft he took his leave of his friends, 
but it doth not appear, that he flayed to partake of it, and indeed 
die place was too near Samaria and Jrzrctl, and it was dangerous 
for him to flay xhere ; however, he went after him as foon as 
they had made an end of mating. Neither dorh it appear fa«m 
tho text, that Elijah went to anoint either Haxael or Jtbu ; it is 
moft likely, that that ceremony was not performed till after his 
•reflation, as will appear by the fequel. 

ceivcil 
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ceived him with an amazing generofity into bis chariot, and 
brought him to his pavilion, where they made an alliance to- 
after which, he generoufly difmifled him without 

The particulars of thefe two famous 

As 



gether 

any further ranfom 

a&ions the reader will find in the hiftory of Syria +. 
foon as Ben-hadad was d eparted, one of the fons of the pro- 
phets prefented himfelf before Ahab, with his face all befmear- 
ed with blood and dirt, and complained, that, during the ac- 
tion, a Syrian prifoner had been committed to his cuftody, 
with a ftri& charge not to let him efcape, under pain of death ; 
but that, whilft he buiied himfelf about one thing or other, 
the prifoner was fled, and himfelf now in danger of being pu- 
niihed for his negleft. Ahaby who believed the fad to be 
really as he told it, made no (cm pie to pronounce him guilty 
of death ; but the prophet, wiping his face, and difcovering 
himfelf to the king, foon let him know, that he had pafled 
his fentence againft himfelf, and that fince he had let fo pow- 
erful an enemy of Ijfrael go free, when God had delivered 
him into his hand, his life mould pay for that of his prifoner. 
Ahab was ftruck with fuch furprize at the boldnefs of the ftra- 
tagem, that he went away to Samaria full of grief and indig- 
nation (G ) m y neverthelefs, he kept his word with die king 
of 6/r/tf, till his detaining of Ranwtb-Gileady a city which 
belonged to I/rael 9 contrary to his promife, obliged him to 
invade his territories about three years after n . 

In the mean time, Ahab fuffered himfelf to be feduced by Naboth 
Jezebd to an inhuman deed, which proved fatal to him and murdered*. 
to his whole family. Naboth^ an inhabitant of Jezreel y had 
a vineyard contiguous to the palace, which Ahab offered to 
buy, or barter for another piece of ground, intending to make 
an herb-garden of it for his houfe ; but, as it was reckoned 
fcandaious to fell an inheritance, Naboth was uncourteous e- 
nough to refufe the offer, to the great mortification of th* 
proud king. c Jt%$bil was. acquainted with it, and being re- 



\ See Vol. II p. *7C t & feq. 
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(G) Joftfbus (73) calls thit prophet Mkmiab % and add*, that 
the king caufed him t& be put into prifon for his boldnefi, which 
•fa not unlikely, becatife when Ahab was afterwards going again ft 
Ramdth Giltad, and had fcnt for him at Jtb^apbai^ rcqucJt, Abat 
expreffed a particular iwerfion againft him, becaufe he wa» ever 
prophefymg evil againft him, and when he bad fore told him hi 
overthrow at Ramotb, he condemned him to the fame ptinifbiuciic 

(74)' 



(73) d#» vi«» c. 8. (74) 1 King* axit paff 

jfultcd 
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folved at once to procure the vineyard, and to punifli Nabotk 

for his refufal, flie fent a letter to the elders of Jezreel s fealed 
with the king's fignct, commanding them to proclaim afeft, 
and to hire fome loofc fellows to fwear treafort and blafphemy 
againft him, and then to ftone him to death for it. The Jez- 
reelites, not daring to difobey her orders, fent her word foon 
after of Naboth's death, and fhe acquainted Ahab with it ; 
but whilft he was taking polTeflion of the ground, the pro- 
phet Elijah came to him from God, foretold the definition 
that this murder would bring upon him, upon Jezebel, and 
upon all his whole houfe; that the dogs fhould lick his blood, 
where they licked that of Naboth y that Jezebel fhould be de- 
voured by dogs, and all his poftcrity utterly cut off. This 
dreadful fentence, from fo confiderable a prophet, did fo alarm 
the king, that he rent his cloaths, returned home, filled with 
the deepefl: grief, and, by a timely repentance, obtained a 
gracious refpite ; fo that the calamines, that were to fall upon 
his houfe, did not happen till after his death °. It is probably 
about this time, that he is fuppofed, to have made his fon Aha- 
xiah copartner of his crown, or perhaps only his viceroy (H), 
whilft he humbled himfelf in fackcloth and afhes, to avoid 
the impending judgment of God 9 ; but this change was but 
fliort-lived, and he foon returned to his former impieties. 

All this while, Jehojhaphat had enjoyed a profound peace, 
and fpent his time, partly in ftrengthening his kingdom, pro- 
moting his naval trade, and partly in making all the proper 
regulations for the utter abolifhing of idolatry, and promoting 
the worfhip of God. He is blamed only for two things, 

• i Kings xxi. pafl". p Vid.ibid. ver. 17. & feq. 

(H) At lead this is the only expedient by which chronologies can> 
reconcile the anachronifms, which one meets with between the 
books of Kings and Chronicles ; the one beginning their reign from 
the death of their fathers, and the other from the time of their be- 
ing raifed to a partnerfhip with them. The deader may fee an in- 
ftance of it proved in archbiihop UJber's annals ^75), both in Ahab 
above mentioned, and in his contemporary Jebo/bapbat, who raifed 
alfo his fon Jthoram to be his viceroy, or partner. It may be further 
obferved, that this method became very expedient, if not abfolutely 
neceflary, in dangerous wars, in which the kings ufed to lead their 
own armies, and often loll their lives, to appoint their fucceflbrs, 
and to leave them vicegerents of the kingdom during their abfence, 
upon which account, this wholefome cultom prevailed alfo among 
many other eaftern nations. 

1 

(75) Sub A. M. 3106. 
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his not totally demolifhing of the high places, and his making 
of alliances and affinity with Ahab (I). It was in confequence 
of this laft, that he came down to Samaria to pay a vifit to 
him, having left the care of his kingdom to his fon Jehoram. 
By this time, Ahab had refolved upon retaking Ramotb-Gi/ead 
from the Syrians : he took therefore that opportunity of a(k- 
ing his royal gueft to aflift him in the enterprize, to which he 
readily confented, but defired firft of all, that God might be 
confuited, concerning the fuccefs of that expedition. Ahab 
immediately gathered 400 of his prophets to the gate of Sa- gfoxf 
maria, where the king of Judah and he fat, each on a ftate- ex p e ji^ 9n 
ly throne, and, upon his afking of the queftion, they one a ga'mft 
and all promifed him, that he would come off vi&orious. Ramoth. 
Some of them pretended Iikewife to foretel his fuccefs, by 
fome antick and awkward reprefentations and geftures ; but 
with fuch feeming eagernefs and aflurance, as rendered them 
fufpe&ed to Jehojhapbat, who therefore begged, that if there 
were any other prophet of the Lord, he might be fent for and 
confuited. There was indeed fuch a one as he defired, 
Micaiah the fon of Imlah, but his ftrenuous veracity had made 
him too odious to the king ; however, he was obliged in com- 
plaifance to Jehojhaphat to fend for him, and he, being be- 
fore acquainted with the flattering promifes of the falfe pro- 
phets, by the officer who brought him, did Iikewife anfwer, 
in a jocofe tone, that the expedition could not fail of fuccefs 5 
but the king, obferving that he did not fpeak ferioufly, adju- 
red him to tell him the truth in the name of God : upon which, 
Micaiah told him, that he would certainly lofe the day, with 
his Jife, that his army would be defeated, and that God 
had fuffered his prophets to be pofleffed with a lying fpirit, 
that he might go and meet his death where he expected a victory. 
The king, however, was fo far from being deterred by this 
fpeech, from his favourite enterprize, that he ordered the pro- 
phet to be kept rrra dungeon with bread and water, until he 
returned victorious, and went refolutely upon his own ruin ; 
and Jehojhapbatj being too eafily pcrfuaded to accompany Hi* illfuc 
him, did narowly efcape iharing in the fame fate : we have ce f* a,u * 
feen the ill fuccefs of this expedition in a former chapter*. A- death ' 
haby wounded by a random Ihot, died in the evening ; and as 

* See. Vol. IT. p. 279. 

(I) This affinity was in fuffering his fon Jehoram to marry At ba- 
ll ah, the daughter of Ahab % a molt wicked princefs, who proved 
the author of great mifchiefs in Judah (76), and by whom he had 
a fon named Abaziab, who afterwards fucccedcd his father, as we 
fhall fee in its proper place. 

(76) 2 Chroo. xxi. 6, & fcf . 
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Toon as his death was known, his generals caufed a retreat to 
be founded through his army, and both fides withdrew before 
night. The king's corpfe was brought to Samaria , and buri- 
ed in the royal fepulchre, and his bloody armour,, chariot, and 
harnefs, were brought to a pool in that place to be wafhed* 
where the dogs coming to lick his blood verified Elijah's pro- 
phecy agninft him 3. 
Year of yehojhaphat^ on the other hand, having thus happily efca- 
rhe Flood, p e( ^ returned to Jerufalem^ and in the way was met by the 
v° 2 *, prophet Jehu, who reproved him, in the fevereft terms, for 
j- org r " entering into a confederacy with the impious king of Ifrae/ 9 

Chrilt anc * to ^ k* m ' tnat * r God had not had a greater regard for 
g ' * that zeal which he had expreffed for his fervice, than to this 

laft and unworthy adion, he had certainly have fuffered him 
to fall with his idolatrous ally. The king, become fenfible of 
his error by this reproof, and by his late danger, endeavoured 
to retrieve it by a more affiduous application to every thing 
that related,, either to religion, or the good of his kingdom* 
To do this the more effe&ually, he took a progrefs through a 
great part of it, diligently examined how- the priefts inftrudted 
the people, the judges and magiftrates adminiftred juftice, and 
every where exhorted them to their duty, with a zeal wor- 
thy fo good a prince 1 ". 

In the mean time,. Aha%iah y who had fucceeded his fa- 
ther Ahaby both in his kingdom and idolatry, happened to 
fall through a grate of his dining-room, about the fecond 
year of his reign, and was fo hurt by the fall that his life was 
defpaircd of. In this extremity he fent meflengers to con- 
fult Beelzebub y the deity of Ekron^ about his recovery ; but 
thefe were met by Elijah^ who fent them back with this 
mournful meflage to their mafter, that, fince he had fent to 
the <zpdoiEkron> as if there had been none in Ifrael worth 
confulting, he fhould never ftir more from his bed, till he 
was carried to his grave. At their return, they acquainted 
the king, who was furprifed at the fuddennefs of it, that they 
had met a prophet, who fent them back with the fentence of 
death from the Lord ; and upon their defcribmg him, that he 
was a hairy man, girt with a leathern girdle, he knew him 
to be Elijah^ and died foon after, according to his prophe- 
cy f (Kj. During his Ihort reign, the Moabites> who had 

been 



* x Kings ult. pafll r 2 Chron. xix. p. tot. f z Kings i. 
pair. 

(K) The text adds, that Abaziab fent three officers, one after 

ftOQibcr, each at (ho head of fifty men, to fetch the prophet to 

hin> 
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been tributaries to Ifrael, ever fince Jeroboam's defection, 
rebelled againft him ; wherefore., when his brother Jeboram 
came to the crown, he fent to beg Jebojhaphafs affiftance, 
who made no fcruple, upon fuch an occafion, to go in perfon 
to help to reduce them,. It was well for Jeboram, that he 
had fo good a prince with him ; for when their army was 
ready to perifh with thirft, Elijba, at his requeft, obtained a 
miraculous fupply of water, which did at once rcfrefh the 
confederate army, and, by the rednefs which it did caft at 
fun-riling towards the Moabitijh hoft, did fofcare them, that 
Ifrael gained a compjeat victory over them, as we have fecn 
clfewhere f. 

At length, towards thq latter end of liis reign, Jebojha- J«dah 
pbat faw his kingdom invaded by the A?nmomtes and Moabites, 
with a mixed multitude of other nations, and with fuch fpeed, 

f See Vol. II. p. 93. 

him by main force, and that the two firft companies were devoured 
jby fire from heaven, bat the laft, addrefling himfeJf to him in an 
humbler manner than the two former, not only efcaped their fate, 
but prevailed upon him to go to the king, where he only confirmed 
his firft meflage, and went his way. 

Soon after this, that extraordinary prophet was tranflated into 
heaven in a fiery chariot, and left a double portion of his fpirit 
with Elijha, who from that time became as famous in Ifrael, for 
his zeal and miracles, as his matter had been (77), as we (hall fee 
in the fequel of this hiftory. As fbon as he had loft fight of his 
matter, he took his cloak, which was fallen from him as he was 
taken up, and with it divided and repaficd the Jordan. Here he 
was met by a company of prophets, who, perceiving that the fpi- 
rit of Elijah retted upon him, proilrated themfelves before him, 
and having obferved to him the pleafant firuation of Jericho* 
whofe foil however was unhappily barren, through the brackifli- 
nefs of its water ; he went with them to the fountain-head, and 
flung a pitcher full of fait into it, from which time it always yield- 
ed fweet water, and the land became fruitful. 

EUJha went from thence to Bethel, and, in his way, was met by 
a parcel of idle boys coming out of that place, who cried to him 
in mockery, Come up thou bald man. Thefe were, in all likeli- 
hood, the children of fome of the worfliippcrs of Baal 9 who had 
been taught to fliew an unufual difrefpedl for the prophets of God, 
This feems at leaft very probable, from the puniihmcnt which bc- 
fel them ; for the prophet had no fooner curfed them in the name 
Qf God, than 42 of them were torn in pieces by two flic bears out 
of the wood (78 



( 7 7) Z King j H. patf. (78) Ibid. ver. 2 3 , fe Jt 

I 2 
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that they were already got as far as Hazazon-Tamar, or 
Engedij that is within 36 miles of his capital, before he 
knew any thing of it. in this furprize he had recourfe to 
God, proclaimed a ftri& and general faft, and went at the 
head of the people, who were affembled at Jerufalem upon 
that occafion, to the temple, where having implored the di- 
vine afliftance, in an humble and pathetic prayer, he was an- 
fwered by the prophet Jahaziel^ that God would fpeedily 
deliver him from thofe invaders in fuch an extraordinary man- 
ner, that he (hould have nothing to do but feize upon their 
fpoil. Accordingly, on the next morning, the king went 
out againft them with a faiall army, whom he ftill encourag- 
ed, as they went on, to rely wholly upon God \ but they 
Jehofha- f oon beheld that which did it more effectually, their enemies 
phat's mi- f e i 2ec j w j t h a t m d of pannic phrenfy, flaughtering one ano- 
xic// ous t ^ er g reater f ur y t } ian themfelves could have done ; till 
juccejs. t j! e y were all cut off. Xhe plunder they found among the 

flain being more than they could well carry, they only picked 
out the richer!, which they were three days gathering *, and 
on the fourth, they halted at a convenient valley, to return 
thanks to heaven for their victory, and from that day the 
place was called Berachah^ or Blejftng (L). The army, in 
their return to Jerufalem<> marched at the found of mufical 
inftruments, accompanied with canticles fung by Lcvites y 
after which Jehojhaphat ended his days in peace c . Some 
time before his death, Ahaziah, who was then king of Ifraely 
and as impious as his father Ahab^ obtained his confent, to 
fend fome fliips of his own to Tarjhijh along with his fleet ; 

* See Vol. II. p. 95. c 2 Chron. xx. 1 , & feq. ad 30. 

( L) This valley is fuppofcd, by many Jenus and Cbriftians, to 

r be tiie fame which is mentioned by the prophet Joel (79), and that 

it will be the fcene of the univerfal judgment "(80 ). Others think, 

that the valley of J r ehoJbaphat , there mentioned, is between Jeru- 

Juhm and the Mount of Olives (8 1 ), or in the neighbourhood of 

Jerufalem (82 ; but we can fee nothing in that paflagc that refers 

either to the laft judgment, or to this Valley of Blejftng, and it is 

mofl; likely, that, by the valley of JehoJbafhat> the prophet meant 

no more, than the literal fenfc of the word imports, Jebojbapbat 

fignifying the judgment 0/ God, which may be applied to any place 

where God doth inflict his judgments upon offenders of any 
kind. 

I 

(79) C/j. Hi. 2, fcf 12. (So) Vid. Aben-Ezr. Kimchi. W 
Munrt. in loc. (81). Bcd&deloc. cit.tSf al in loc. (SzJ Cyril. 
Altx. in loc. & ml . 

for 
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for which Jehojhaphat was feverely rebuked by the prophet 
Eliezer, who foretold him, at the fame time, the lofs of that 
fleet, which happened accordingly ; for which reafon he ne- 
ver would let any of the fhips of Ifrael mix with his own u . 
He died in the 60th year of his age, after he had reigned 25 His death. 
years, and was fucceeded by his fon Jehoram. His hiftory 
is faid to have been written by the prophet Jehu w , which 
book feems to have been loft, with many others, at the cap- 
tivity. 

Jekoram, who, as we obferved before, had born a fhare Judah and 
in the government of Judah towards the latter end of his Ih-ael iVw- 
father's reign, did no fooner fee himfelf alone upon the throne, mer f £titn 
than he began to undo all that his pious father had done, and 1 olatr y- 
to bring upon himfelf and his houfe all the curfes that had 
been pronounced againft that of his father-in-law. Judah 
and Ifrael feem now but one kingdom, and one fcene of all 
manner of idolatry and wickednefs ; they are both governed 
by kings of the fame name ; Jehoram king of Judah, is in- 
fluenced by his wife Athaliah, the impious daughter of Ah ah, 
and Jehoram, king of Ifrael, by his mother Jezebel ; this 
walks in all the abominations of his father, and that in- 
troduces them into his own kingdom, after they had been 
aboliihed by his two prcdeceffors ; both of them bringing 
down the heavieft judgments from heaven ; the one, by for- 
faking the ways of his pious father, and the other, by conti- 
nuing in thofe of his impious one ; or what was frill more fur- 
prizing, whilft the king of Ifrael did endeavour fo far to re- 
form from him, as to deftroy the Phoenician idols which Ahab 
had reared up, and contented himfelf with the idolatrous 
worfhip of the two golden calves *, that of' Judah was adopt- 
ing thofe very deities in his kingdom, and even in J f cr uj a ieni* \ 
Thus whilft the former forfook the God of Ifrael, and the 
other did but imperfectly return to him, both were involved 
in the fame guilt, and in the fame punifhmcnt ; with this 
difference however, that that of Ifrael is entirely cut off, 
with his whole pofterity whereas, in that of Judah, an in- 
fant is miraculouily prefcrved, to make good God's promife 
to the houfe of David, 

Jehojbapbat had left a numerous iffue, and difpofed of all 
his foils into lev era I cities or Judah, under proper tutors, and 
with incomes fui tabic to their rank ; but lie was fcarce cold 
in his grave, before his impious lbn iignalizi-J the beginning 

u Ibid. vcr. 36, 37. Comp. with 1 Kings xxii. 48, 49. 
w 2 Chron. ub. fub. ver. 34.. k 2 Kings iii. 1, i Icq. y ibid* 
viii. 17, & fcq. & 2 Chron. xxi. 11. 
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of hit reign, with an univerfal maflacre of them, and with all 
the nobles of his kingdom, who either dared to oppofe or 
dillike his cruelty z . After this, being wholly influenced by 
his impious queen, he gave himfelf up to idolatry, and fet 
up the worfhip of Baal, both in his kingdom and metropolis, 
in imitation of his father-in-law. For thefe he was feverely 
reproved, by a letter fent him by Elijah, a little before his 
affumption ; wherein that prophet likewife foretold him, 
among many other evils, the almoft total extirpation of his 
poflerity, and his own death, by an incurable difeafe in his 
bowels a . 

Edom'j The firft token of the divine difpleafure, which he felt, 
final re* was the revolt of the Edomites, who refufed to pay him the 
volt from u f U al tribute. Jehoram went out againft them, and beat 
Ifrael. them ; but they foon recovered ftrength enough to fhake off 

the yoke, and to fet up a king of their own over them, as 
Year of we ^ ave ^ ecn elfe where * ; and in fo doing they verified 
the Flood, f/aac's prophecy, that Efau's pofterity fhould, in time, 
2 1 1 o. fhake off the yoke of Jacob At the fame time Libnah % 
Year he- belonging to the priefts, in the tribe of Judah c , and upon the 
fore Chrift frontiers of Idumaa, revolted from Jehoram probably , to Edam* 

though the text fays not to whom d j but thefe were but the 
" preludes of the judgments that were to fall upon him. His 
kingdom was prefently after invaded by the Philijiines and 
Arabians, and thefe penetrated even to Jerufalem, and carried 
off all the riches of that metropolis, together with Jeboram's 
wives and all his fons, except only Jeboabaz, who was the 
youngeft, and fucceeded him after his death. Jehoram was 
foon after feized with an incurable difeafe in his belly, pro- 
bably a bloody flux, which lafted two years, and weakened 
him to fuch a degree, that his bowels came out, and he died 
with the extremity of his pain. He was buried in a fepulchre 
by himfelf, probably by reafon of the corruption and ftench 
which attended his difeafe, and without the ufual ceremony 
of burning fpiccs and other odoriferous drugs about his body, 
or any other royal pomp. He reigned eight years 6 , four 
with his father Jehojhaphat, and the other four by himfelf ; 
liis difeafe having made him incapable of governing his king- 
dom, obliged him to make his Ion Jeboabaz, other wife called 
Ahaziab, viceroy, who fucceeded him about a year after, and 
in the 12th of Jehoram king of Ifrael f. 

a Ibid. 1 . & feq. * vcr# f 2f £ feq * See y ol jr. 

p. 145. ^Gen. xxvii. 40. c Jofh. xv. 42. 1 Chron. vi. 

57. 41 2 Kings viii. 22. 2 Chron. xxi. 10. e Ibid, ver. 18, 

&feq. 1 Vid. Usaji*. Ann./ub. A. M. 3115, & 31 18. & 

*3 Kings viii. 25. 

Whilst 
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Whilst Judah was in this difmal plight, Elijha was 
working wonders for IfraeL We have feen elfewhere, what 
a miraculous cure he wrought upon Naaman, a famous ge- 
neral of the king of Syria, and how he difcovered all the 
fccret defigns of that prince to the king of Ifrael f, and by 
that means prevented the Syrians, for fome time, from fuc- 
ceeding in their attempts againft him . But at length Ben- 
hadad came up, not by ambuihes and ftratagems as formerly, 
but with a numerous hoft, and befieged Samaria fo clofe, Samaria 
that it began to labour under a very pinching famine ; info- befieged. 
much, that an afs's head was fold for fourfcore pieces of 
filver, and a fmall meafure of pulfe ( M) for five. How long 
this fiege had lafted is not eafy to guefs, but what might 
increafe this grievous famine was. that it had begun fome A great 
years before in the land, infomuch, that Elijha, who timely famine in 
forefaw it, fent his kind hoftefs the Shunamite y of whom the land. 
we flball have occafion to fpeak hereafter, out of the king- 
dom, to feek for food where fee could get it, whilft himfelf 
tarried in the college of the prophets, and now and then af- 
forded them a miraculous fupply of food g , till the Syrian 
army forced him into the city. By this time the extremity, 
to which Samaria was reduced, feemed either to have oblite- 
rated all the former fervices of that prophet to the king ; 
or, more probably, to have rendered him fufpe&ed of being 

f See Vol. II. p. 280, & feq. 8 Comp. 2 Kings iv. 38. & feq. 
with viii. 1 , 2, &feq. 

(M) As mod tranflations have rendered the word p+j^n &* m 
rionim, by doves- dung, they have given commentators a vaft deal of 
trouble to find out fuch ufe for it, as might anfwer this exceffive 
price that was given for it, that a meafure, which held but fix eggs, 
(hould fell for above eleven (hillings. It were endlefs to mention 
all their various conjectures (8 3 J, we have therefore followed the 
learned Bocbart** verfion (84), who proves, that the word doth, 
among other things, fignify a kindofpeafe, common in all thofe 
countries, and which the Jews in particular ufed to parch over 
the fire for food (85), in the fame manner as they did their 
com. 

As to what we read of further, that an afs's head was fold for 
upwards of nine pounds of our money, though it was an unclean 
creature, and forbidden by the law of Mofes, we muft attribute 
the eating of it, at that time, to their extreme want of provifion, 
which in all fuch cafes may be allowed todifpenfe with law. 

(83) Vid. fi lib. Le Scene. eff EJf. on a new *ver. pt. ii. cb. 3. 
§ 2. (84) Hierof. torn. ii. /. I,*. 7. $ 7. (85) Vid. 2 Sam. 

xvii. a 8. fjTHkron. i*Ut* 

fence 
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fincq gained over to the Syrian intereft, fince he fuffered the 
city to labour under thefe difficulties, without interpofing 
his miraculous power, as he had done upon other occafions. 
His fufpicion at length broke out with unufual fury, upon the 
following dreadful occafion : The king was taking a melan- 
choly turn round the walls of the city, when a woman came 
to him and begged for juftice againft another woman, whom 
fhe had admitted to eat a fbare of her boiled child, upon con- 
dition, that when they had made an end of him, her own 
fhould be likewife dreft to fupply their common want, and 
who had now hid her own child, and refufed to let her par- 
take of it. Such a fliocking ftory, accompanied with all 
the tokens of defpair, could not but fill the diftrefled monarch 
with the utmoft horror ; he rent his cloathes, and his flefli 
appeared covered with fackcloth, and not knowing how to 
vent his grief other wife, he fwore, that Elijhcfs head fhould 
pay for the diftrefs of the people ; and fent immediately an 
ofHccr to take it off. Elijha was aware of it, and was com- 
plaining of the king's cruelty to the elders of Ifrael y who 
were at his houfe juft as the mefTenger of death was entering 
it. However, the prophet found means to get him flopped 
at the door, till the king himfelf appeared, and then, after 
he had rep relented to him the unreafonablenefs of punifhing 
an innocent perfon, for a calamity which was fent from 
above h (N), he defired him to have but patience till next 

* Ibid. vi. & vii. pad". 

(N^Thc text is fomewhat obfeurehere ; the words run liter- 
ally thus (86), And behold the meffenger came down unto him, and he 
[but whether the prophet, or the mefTenger, or the king, is not 
cafy to determine] /aid, Lo / this judgment is from the Lord, 
and what, or why, Jhottld I wait any longer for the Lor P ? They 
feem theref ore to be the words of a man in a kind of defpair, and 
to have been rather fpoken by Jehoram, and to imply thus much, 

If it he true , that this evil, or this famine, is fent us from the Lo R D , 
it is in main to wait any longer for a deliverance from him* It is 
likely therefore, that the king had defigned, before this unnatural 
accident happened, to have furrendered the city to the king of 
Syria, and had been duTuaded from it by Elijha* with a promifc 
of fome fpeedy relief Under thefe dreadful circumftances there- 
fore, he goes and upbraids him with it ; Has God, faid he, reduced 
us to fuch extremity, that mothers are forced to eat their children, an J 
would ft thou ft ill flatter me with vain hopes of fome relief till all 
my fubjecls are perijhed with hunger and mifery, when I might and 
ou?ht to have Javcd th*ir lives hy a timely jurrender T Whereupon, 
the prophet appoints the precifc time of their dtfpaired of deli- 
verance to be 041 the very next day. 

(% 6 J 2 Kings vi. ver s ult. 

day, 



Chap, *j. ft the Babylonifli Captivity. +t 

day, by which time there would be fuch a fupply of provi- 
fions in Samaria y that a bufhel of fine flour fhould be fold for 
a Shekel of lilver, and the reft in proportion. By this means 
the prophet (aved his life, and though the king could fcarce 
give credit to him, yet he thought it more advifeable to 
defer his refentment, till he faw the fuccefs of this wonderful 
promife. 

The thing, however, happened according to his predic- 
tion. On that very night fome lepers, who lodged on the 
outflde of the gate, and were ready to die with hunger, re- 
folved, whatever betided them, to go into the Syrian camp, 
in hopes to find either fome lucky fupply of food, or, at the 
worft, to be put to a fpeedier death than that of ftarving. 
They were furprized to find their tents full of provifions and 
baggage, but empty of inhabitants. As foon therefore as 
they had fatisfied their hunger with what they found at hand, 
they ventured further into the camp, and found it ftiil the 
fame ; and after they had conveyed away a confiderable 
quantity of rich plunder, they began to blame themfelves for 
not acquainting the famifhed Samaritans with the happy 
news. The king, as foon as he was acquainted with the 
ftocy, fufpecled it to be a ftratagem of the Syrians , con- 
trived to intioe him out of the city ; but, upon his fending a 
party to examine further into the matter, he found, that they 
were really fled with the utmoft precipitation, and had left ffo 
their tents, horfes, and richeft baggage behind them ; for, raifed. 
on the foregoing night, the Lord caufed them to hear an extra- 
ordinary noife of chariots, horfes, and armour, which made 
them conclude, that Jekoramhzd hired the kings of Egypt and 
other neighbouring nations againft them *. This fpread fuch 
an univcrfal pannic through the whole camp, that they did 
not fo much as ftay to mount their horfes, but fled in tho 
utmoft confufion on foot, leaving, befides an immenfe variety 
of rich plunder, fuch a quantity of provifions behind them, 
that a meafure of fine flour was fold for a fhekel, and the J ^ reai 
reft in proportion, at the gate of Samaria , according to the plenty ia 
word of Elijha. At the fame time a nobleman, who had Samaria 
ventured to declare againft the poflibility of fuch an unex- 
pected plenty, and had been anfwered by the prophet, that he 
ihould fee it without tafting of it, was appointed by th« 
king tpftand at the gate of the city, to prevent any dilbrders, 
and was, notwithstanding his care, trod to death by the prof*, 
and verified Elijha' $ prophecy- 1 . 



• See Vol II. p 283. 1 2 Kings vii. 17, & feq. 
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Soon after this unexpected deliverance, the prophet, whe- 
ther out of difcontent, or by divine impulfe, took the way to 
Damafcus, where the king lay fick, being quite exhaufted 
through old age, fatigues, and difappointments^ What the 
defign and refulfc of that vifit was, the reader may fee in the 
hiftory of Syria k . In the mean time, the king of IJrael en- 
tertained himfelf, during his abfence, with the recital of his 
wonderful a&ions, from the mouth of his fervant Gebaxi (O) ; 
who, among other things, was giving him an account of hk 
railing of the child of his Shunarmtijb hoftefs to life (P), and 

of 

k Ibid. viii. i, & feq. See alfo, Vol. II. p. 284, Sc Icq. 

CO) This fervant, we read, two or three chapters before, had, 
for his covetoufnefs, inherited Noamon's leprofy (87), which was, 
according to Eli/bo's word, to Hick to him as. long as he lived, and 
fuch perfons were obliged to live apart from the reft. It is therefore 
fomewhat furprifing, that the king of Ifrail would converfe with a 
man, whom the meaneft perfon in the kingdom would have care- 
fully avoided. All that can be faid to it is, either that he was made 
to ftand at a convenient diftance, and with his month covered ; or 
that the king's curiofity made him overlook fuch nice circamifences 
at that particular juncture. 

(?) The occafion of tfiis miracle was as follows : The woman, 

who was rich and childlefc, having obferved the prophet to pafs 
very often by her houfe, as he went through the city of Sbunem, 
prevailed upon her hufband to build him a bed-chamber, and to put 
a bed, table, and candleftick in it, and to invite him to lodge there 
as often as he pleafed. Elijba, defirous to gratify them for their 
hofpitality, asked his fervant what he might do for them ; and be- 
ing anfwered that they had no children, he called the woman, and 
told her, that in doe time fhe ihoutd embrace a fon, as a reward of 
Jier kindnefs to him. She was accordingly brought to bed of a child ; 
and when he was grown big enough to go and divert himfelf with 
reapers, he was one day brought home fick, and expired about 
noon in his mother's arms. As foon as he was dead, fhe laid him 
on the prophet's bed, and made what hade fhe could to mount Car- 
mely where he then was ; and as foon as fhe came in fight of him, 
fhe fell at his feet, and acquainted him with her fon's death. £b- 
jka % furprifed that the Lord had never revealed this accident to him, 
gave Gebafri his ftaff, and bid him run with all poffible fpeed, and 
lay it upon the dead child ; but the woman, not daring to truft t» 
that, embraced his legs, and begged, that he would come with her, 
*hich he readily complied with. The fervant, however, w*s got 

(87) UhL v. nor. uh~ 

to 
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of his fending of her and her family to feek their bread out of 
the kingdom, during the feven years of famine. He had 
force made an end of the ftory, when the woman herfelf came, 
in a lucty hour, to petition the king for her land, which had 
been conftfeated during her abfence, and gave Grbazi, who 
prefently called her to mind, 9a opportunity of being both 
evidence and advocate for her. So many favourable circum- 
ftances could not but render her fuit fuccefsful but the king 

to the hoofs long before his matter, and had laid the ftaff upon the 
child, but without any fuccefi. Ac length, the prophet went up 
himfelf, and laid himfelf upon the child, mouth to mouth, calling 
ftill upon God to reftore him to his forrowful mother, which he at 
length obtained and whilft ftie received him with a maternal joy, 
fhe owned, that fhe was now more than ever convinced, that he 
was indeed a prophet, and that the words of truth were in his 
mouth (88). 

During the famine, one of the prophets widows came to Etijha, 

and complained, that her husband died in debt, and that her two 

ions were now upon the brink of being feized and fold by the mer* 
cjUeft creditor. The prophet, moved with companion, and unable 
to affift her any other way than by a miracle, asked her what fhe 
had in her houfe that could be turned into money; and being an - 
fwered, that fhe had nothing left but a poor crufe of oil, he bid her 
go and borrow as many veflels of her neighbours as fhe could, and 
to fill them out of the crufe ; which fhe did, and the oil did not 
ceafe flowing out of it, till fhe had filled all the other veffcls. Eli/ha 
then bid her fell as much of it as would pay the debt, and keep the 
reft for her own ufe \ . 

After this, Eli/ba tarried fome time in Gilgal, with the reft of 
the prophets ; and having one day ordered fome pottage to be made 
for them, one pf the fervants went to gather a lap full of herbs, 
and inadvertently cut fome wild gourd, or night-fhade, among them ; 
as fbon as they had tailed it, they cried out, that death was in the 
pot ; but when he was apprised of it, he caufed fome meal to be 
thrown into the pottage, after which they eat it without fear or 
danger ( 80 ). 

At another time, a man having brought him a prefent of fii ft- 
fruits, being twenty barley loaves, and fome new parched com, 
EUJba bid his fervant to fct it before the company, who were about 
100 in number. The fervant hefitated fome time, thinking it inliif- 
ficient for fuch a multitude ; but upon his telling him, that there 
would be more than enough for them, he obeyed, and found it 
even as his matter had faid, for they all eat their fill, and left fome 

of it remaining (90). 

f88) Ibid. iv. 8. &feq. f Ibid. <ver. 1, 2, fcf fa, (8 y ) 
Ibid. <ogr. 38, & ftj. (90) Ibid. xlii. ad Jin. 
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did even grant her more than fhe asked, and ordered an offi- 
cer to accompany her, and fee, that flie had not only her 
land , but like wife the feven years income of it refunded to 
her i. 

By this time, Haxael haying murdered Bert-badad, and in- 
vaded his throne, according to the word of Elijha^ Jeborantj 
who was then at peace with the king of Judah^ thought it a 
favourable juncture to try his fortune againft Ramoth-gilead y 
which his father had attempted in vain. He fent at the fame 
time to Ahaziahy who had fucceeded his father in jfuJab, and 
invited him to accompany him in that enterprize. Jbaziah, 
who was then but twenty two years of age (Qj, being the 
youngeft of all his brethren, who had been carried away cap- 
tive in his father's days, was wholly conducted by his mother 
JthaUah* and by fuch counfellors as fhe pleafed to appoint to 
him ; and, as he followed all the impious ways of his father, 
he made no difficulty to enter into a confederacy with the 
king of IfraeL This expedition feemed at firft more fuctefs- 
ful than the former 5 but in the event is proved the fatal fource 
of endlefs misfortunes to Ifraely by giving Hazaei f an occafion 
of exercifing all thofe cruelties which had been foretold by 
Elijha. Neither did it prove left fatal to Jehorarn \ the city 
was indeed taken, but himfelf was Co defperately wounded in 
the attack, that he was forced to return to Jezreel to be cured, 
leaving Jehu at the head of a number of forces to fecure die 
place, whilft the king of Judah probably returned to Jeru- 
falem. In the mean time, Elijha fent one of the young pro- 
phets to Ramoth^ where he ordered him to anoint Jehu king 
of lfrael privately, and to tell him, that he was appointed by 
God to execute his vengeance againft the whole race of jjhab, 
even to the irnpious Jezebcl y whofe carcafs fhould fhortly be 
devoured by dogs, whilft all the reft of his family were con- 
demned to perifn by his fword. The prophet had no fooner 
executed his commiilion, and poured the oil upon his head, 
than he fled out of the tent, with all fpeed, to avoid being 

1 Kings viii. 5. See Usher. Ann. fub. A. M. 3120. 

fQ) The book of the Chronicles makes him to have began hi§ 
reign in the 42d year of his age ; but this ii allowed to bean er- 
ror f, unlcfi we wil underftand thofe 42 years, not of his age, but 
of the time which had elapfed from OmrPs coming to the crown to 
the reign of Abnsuah, as Tremellius doth, which amount juft to that 
nqmber (91). 



f Sec VoL J1L p. 440. 
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examined about it. When Jehu came out, the officers that 
were with him asked him what bufinefs that mad fellow had 
been tranfafting with him (R) ; and as foon as he had ac- 
quainted them with the fecret, they all paid their homage to 
him, and proclaimed him king of Ijrael by found of the trum- 
pet. But Jehu did not think it proper to have the confpira- 
cy known, till he had reached Jezreel, and furprized the 
wounded king there, before he could be in a condition to op- 
pofe him ; he therefore told them, that if their hearts went with 
their mouths, they Ihould fuffer none to get out of Ramotb y 
to go and acquaint the king with the news, whilft he rode 
with all fpeed at the head of his men to Jezreel, which he 
did immediately after- As foon as he came within fight of 
the place, the watfch, alarmed at the fight of a troop that 
drove with fuch uncommon fpeed, acquainted the court with 
it ; and the frightened king fent two meflengers fucceffively 
to enquire, whether they came peaceably or not. But Jehu 
having made them botH turn hehind his chariot, and the cen- 
tinel having acquainted the king wijh it, he fent word of it 
to the king of Judah, who was come to vifit him, and thefe 
two went with their guard againft Jehu, who by that time 
was known by the centinel by the furioufnefs of his driving. 
The place where they met one another was the vineyard for 

(R) The Jews rightly obfenre, that there was fomething in the 
looks and geftures of thefe prophets, which made them pafs for 
mad-men, among tfaofe who did not know them J ; which is agree- 
able enough to what we read of Saul, who lay uncovered a whole 
day, whilft the fpirit was upon him ( 92). But what might ftill add 
to the uncommonnefs of their figure and behaviour, was the oddnefs 
of their drefs, their living by themfelves, and feldom appearing in 
places of public refort, but upon fome extraordinary errand ; which 
often proved of a dangerous nature, and put them under fome dread 
whilft they were about it. Such was this, in particular, which 
madtt the young prophet run away with fuch fpeed, before any one 
could know it, but the perfon to whom he delivered it. 

The text adds, that Jehu y s company took off their upper gar- 
ments, and laid them under him, to raife him up above the reft, 
whilft they paid homage to him. The place, where this is faid to 
be done, was upon the top of the ftairs (93), which according to 
the fame Jews, being out of the houfe, ferved alio for a fun dial, 
the degrees of the ftiadow being marked againft the wall (94), to 
mew the hours of the day (95). 

% Vol. Ill, f. 431. (92) 1 Sam. xix. uh. See Vol. Ill p. 
498. ^93) P'd. Munrt. in 2 Reg. iK. fub. not a. (<)V> Ibid. 
%rtr. 13. (95) Child, paraph. Kixnch. W al.jvM. Man it. 
ub. /up. 

which 
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which Nab$th had loft his life $ and here Jeboram asked him, 
whether he came peaceably : but 7*6* foon gave him proof of 
the contrary, by upbraiding him with his, and his mother 
Jezebel's, murders and idolatries, and by putting himielf in 
an hoftile pofture againft him. The frighted monarch cried 
out in vain to Jbaziab* that they were betrayed ; before he 
could turn his chariot about to avoi<J his enemy, Jehu pierced 
his heart with an arrow, and ordered on? of Jus captains to caft 
bis body into Npbotb's field, there to be 4?voured according 
to the word of Elijah. At the fame time the Hog of judah 9 
frighted at this bloody tragedy, endeavoured to avoid Iharing 
bis brother's fate, by flying through the prorate road that led 

to the garden-houfe > but Jehu commanded a party of his men 
to ride after him, which they did, and having overtaken him 
at the a/cent of Gur 9 they gave him fo many defperate wounds, 
that he died of them by that time he hp! reached the city of 
Megidda, and was carried to Jsrufalem^ ana* buried with bis 
anceftors, having reigned one year, and leaving only one fon, 
a child, who afterwards Aacceeded hun, when he was yet but 
(even years of age. 

Whilst Jehu's men went inpurfuitof Abaziah^ Jehu 
himfelf marched dire&Iy towards the roy^l palace of Je%reel % 
where Jezebel the xjueen-mother, who was by that time inform- 
ed of her fon's fate, was waiting to give him fuch an haughty 
welcome, as did not well fuit wkh her prefent circuoaftances ; 
but (he hoped, perhaps, that he would fhewforae regard, rf not 
to her quality, yet at leaft to her fex ; perhaps alfo fhe did 
think, that (he had ftill charms enough, in (pite of her years, 
to captivate the new monarch, efpecially after fhe had im- 
proved them by art, and with the richeft ornaments. She 
was looking out of a window when Jehu entered the palace - 9 
and, in a haughty tone, asked him, whether he expected a 
milder recompence of his rebellion, than his predeceflor 
Zimri had formerly met with. Jtbu flayed not to give her 
an anfwer, but obferving fome eunuchs Handing on each fide, 
he commanded them to throw her out of the window, which 
they did ; and in the fall fome of her blood was dafhed againft 
the wall, and her body foon after trampled to death, by the 
horfes that were in his retinue. As foon as he and his com- 
pany had refreflied themfelves in the palace, he gave orders to 
fome of JfzebePs fcrvants to go and bury her corpfc, feeing 
fhe was of the royal blood ; but when word was brought to 
him, that the dogs had devoured it all except her skull, the 
palms of her hands, ami the folcs of her feet, he made ufe 

of 
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of that circurnftarice, to convince hi* attendant! of the truth 
of Elijah's prophecy ~. 

.But that prophet's fentence did not flop at theft three im- 
pious perfons, the whole race of Ahab was included in it, and 
he had left feventy Tons who were all brought up under go- 
vernors iii Samaria. J*k*% therefore, did not think fit to 
enter into that capital, till he hid tried, whether the chief ma- 
giftrates of it had courage enotigh to undertake any thing for 

die pofterhy of their hte king. To this end, he fent letters 
to them, feerttingly to exhort them to make choice of one of 
the braveft of Ahab's fons, and to fet him upon the throne. 
But they, who did rightly guefe at the meaning of fuch a mef- 
fage, and were but too much intimidated by his late fuccefe 
againft the kings of Judah and Ifrael y chofe rather to facriiice 
that unhappy race to Jehu's known valour, than to run the 
risk of turning it againft themfelves. They therefore fent a 
deputation to him, to acquaint him, that they would do no- 
thing but by his commands, which they were ready to exe- 
cute, as loon astheyfhould receive them ; whereupon, he fent 
them an order to put all the young princes to death, and to 
bring their heads in baskets to him by the next day ; which was 
punctually complied with. The bloody prefent of feventy 70 fins of 
heads was fent to Jezreel on that very night 5 and Jehu or- Ahab Jul- 
dered them to be laid on heaps at the gate of Samaria ; and, led. 
on the next morning, the elders of that city came, and pre- 
fented themfelves before him there. As foon as he (aw them, 
hefpake to them to this effect : " You do, in all probability, 
'< look upon me as the fole author of all this bloodflied, as 
the murderer of your late king, and the ufurper of his 
throrte ; hut if I confpired againft Jehoram y did not you 
murder all thefe young princes, in whofe defence you might 
have flood, if you had thought fit. Know you therefore, 
that neither you, nor I, have done mor? than executed the 
fentence, which had been pronounced againft Ahab'% pa- 
fferity. But 1 Have not yet finifhed my task, as long 4* 
there remain any of his kinfmen, counsellors, priefts, or 
any of the abettors of his crimes." This was his next 
work, and he did not leave Jezrwei 9 till he had put them all 
to death. 

Jehu took rhen th* road to Samaria , and in his way hfc 
met forty two princes of the houfe of Judah fS), who were 



m 2 Kings ix. paiC 



gou:g 



(S) The text Calk them the brethren of Ahaziab, i$6\ one w« 
have of cc n ob ferved, chat it means alio broth**'* cWMrwi; and 
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going down to pay a vifit to tfaofe of the houfe of Ahab y all 
whom he alfo caufed to be flain upon the fpot. After this* 
he .met with Jehottadab the ion of Recbab (T), and toot jhim 

up 

the fe. are called fo accordingly, by the author of the Chronicles (97}. 
The place where they are flain is called in the original jy^ *Y\Zl 

IpJ? &r Betb-beked, or, the pit of the boufe for binding or Jbearing, 

which was either a place of fheep-fhearing, or as fbme fancy, took 
its name from the young princes being bound and put to death 
there (98). It is not unlikely neither from the text, that they, 
haying heard of the daughter that had been made in Samaria, and 
that Jehu was going thither in perfon, might hide themfelves, ei- 
ther in that pit, or in fbme of the fhepherds huts, to avoid falling 
into his hands. 

(T) The Rechabites, fo famous in fcripture for theaufterd Angu- 
larity of their life, were not content to excel in common moral 
virtues, but affected to difiinguifh themfelves from the red of the 
world, by a peculiar abiiinertce from wine, from dwelling in houfe, 
from pofTeffing either houfes, vineyards, or fields, and from all 
kind of agriculture f 99% 

Who the author of this invitation was, whether the Jehonadab 
here mentioned, or any other either before or after him, is far from 
being agreed. If we may believe a modern critic (100), he hath 
found the etymon of Recbab in the Rekeb, or chariot of Eli- 
jah, and that of the Pbarifees, his fuppofed difciples, in the 0*t£TlD 
Phrajbim, or bor/es of it (1). So that, according to him the words 
of Eli/ha mould not be rendered as we do, My father, my father, the 
chariot of Ifrael, and the borfes thereof ; but, Ah father Recbab, Gr>. 
or at leafl the former called themfelves Rechabites from the Recbab, 
chariot, . and the latter from the Pbra/bim, or borfes of it. Purfu- 
ant to this, our author obferves, that when Joajb, king of Ifrae/, 
came to vifit Elijka as he lay on his death- bed, he addreffed him 
likewife in the fame words, AJy father the chariot of Ifrael, and fo 
on (2). He even ventures to prove that inftitution older than the 
flood ; which, allowing his far-fetched etymology, will be no dif- 
ficult task, if we can but fuppofe, that Enoch, was tranflated in the 
fame kind of vehicle ( 3 N . 

On the other hand, another bold critic (4) pretends, that it did 
not begin till about the time of Jeremiah, and that this Jehonadab. 
for whom Jehu fhewed fuch regard, was only a perfon of the fame 
name with the founder of that Recbabitijb life, and that he was too 
great a courtier, and too fine a gentleman, to be author of fuch 

(97) 2 Chron. xxii. 8. (98) Fid. Tremel. in 2 Kings. 
X. 12. (99) Jer. xxxv. 6. 7. (IOO) J. Bolduc. Ecclef. ante 
Leg. I. 3. c. 16. (1) 2 Kings ii. 12. (2; Ibid, xii'u 14. (3) 

<»V/j v. 24. (4* Scalig. Elcncb Tnbaref. mid. Goodwin Moj. 

W /tar. lib. i. c. tj. f 13. faf feq. 
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up into his chariot to Samaria, that he might be an eye-wit- 
nefs of his zeal agaiiift the impious worihippers of Baal. 

As 

an unpolite inftitution. What he offers to prove the one, and dis- 
prove the other, of thefe points, having more of oratorial confi - 
dence than folid reasoning, we fhall not trouble our readers with it. 
Sure it is, that thofe Recbabites 9 whom Jeremiah fpeaks of, exprefs 
themfelvcs in fuch terms, as argue nothing lefs than the recentnefi 
of their inflitution (5). 

Between the extremes of thofe two above mentioned authors, 
are thofe who believe, that Hobab the fon of Jetbro, of whom we 
have fpoken elfe where, as he was a Kenite f, was the founder of 
the Recbabites ; that Recbab was one of his name, and Jebonadab 
one of his defendants ; and, laftly, the Heber the Kenite was alfo 
an obferver of the Recbab it ijb inflitution (6). Serrarius is of the 
lame opinion in mod of thefe points, but diftinguifhes two forts of 
Recbabites , the one inftituted by Jetbro % or Hobab, and the other by 
Jebonadab [jj ; but all this is faid without foundation. We (hall 
lay nothing of thofe who pretend, that they were, either of the 
tribe of Judab (8}> or of that of Levi (9), or that they were Recba - 
bites % or defendants of Jetbro, by the father's fide, and Levites by 
the mother's, and, as fuch, that they were employed in much th« 
fame office* of the temple with the Netbinims (10). It is plain the 
author of the book of the Chronicles calls them Kenites, defcended 
from Kemarb, the father of the houfe of Recbab \ ii) 9 though it 
doth not appear, that all the Kenites obferved the inftitution of Je- 
bonadab, but only thofe who were his immediate defcendants. 

For thefe reafons, we rather choole the mod received opinion, 
that Jebonadab) Jebu's frieud, was the founder of it, he being 
the only one of that name mentioned in the fcripture, and nothing 
urged on any hand that can give any of the contrary opinions the 
face of probability. Jebus behaviour to him, and his inviting him 
to be an eye-witnefs of his zeal for the God of Ifrael, and of the 
havock he was going to make among the worlhippers of Baa/ 9 
argues him to have been an eminent perfon, not only for fcnfc and 
virtue, but alfo for his uncommon piety and zeal ; and as fuch he 
might have fallen into this new life, and enjoined the obfervance of 
it to his pofterity, perhaps through fome difguit which he took at 
court, or at the idolatries of the Ifraelites, which made it needful 
to feparate from them, by living in the pure and untainted country, 
to avoid the danger of being either corrupted by them, or hated for 

(c) Jerem. ub. fup. <ver. 8. & feq. \ Vid. Vol. II. p. n6. 
i& feq. (6) Fid. int. al Arr. Montan. in judic. 1. San&iu. in Jo cm. 
xxxv. Mincrval. cap. 13.^ feq. (y) Scrrar. /. iii. c. 0. (S) 
Theodore 1 1 * 1 paralip. ((f) Hegciip. ap. Eufeb. Hi ft. Eccif 

I. 2. c. 23. Fid, Calmet. fub. woe. Rcchalit. (10) Rabbin atiq. 

ap. San&ium W Cornvl, in Jtrem. xxxv. (11J 1 Chrun. ii. jv 

Vol. JV. 6 «oc 
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As Coon as he was come to that capital, he caufed a folemn 
feaft to be proclaimed, pretending a much greater zeal for 

that 

not being Co. The Kenttes not being of the feed of lfrael, many 
broils and difputes might have arifen between them about the poflef- 
fion of lands, which might make him difclaim even the ufe and cul- 
ture of them. The almofl continual depredation* to which lfrael 
was expofed from their enemies round about, to fay nothing of fa- 
mine and peftilence, made the paftoral life feem to him much more 
eligible, becaufe in fuch cafes it was more eafy to remove into- better 
or fafer abodes, in imitation of the anrient patriarchs. Wine was 
of too enfnaring a nature, and might in time have tempted his de- 
scendants into a} loofer and more luxurious life ; for which reafon, 
he thought it neceflary to forbid the ufe of it. LafUy, whatever 
other private motives might determine him to that kind of primi- 
tive life, he feems chiefly to endear it to his defcendants by the 
profpeft of health, cafe, and length of days (12). How far the 
horrid debauchery, both in religion and morals, which reigned as 
well in Judab as in lfrael for a coniiderable time, £0 fay nothing of 
the frequent confpiracies and rebellions which happened in the lat- 
ter of thofe kingdoms, might contribute to determine, if not to 
force, a man of his character to this kind of retired life, we need 
not fay. 

The queftion will only be, how he could bind his poflerity to the 
obfcrvance of it. But here we need not repeat what has been faid 
upon other occafions, concerning the power of parents in cafes of 
the like nature *, becaufe we do not find that Jebonadab did lay 
them under any curfe, in cafe of difbbedience ; on the contra- 
ry, we find, that the prophet Jeremy was directed by God to 
bring them to an apartment of the temple, to fet wine before 
them, and invite them to drink it, which would have been an un- 
worthy aftion, if they had beer, under an indifpcnfible- obligation 
of ablhining from it ; and, on the other hand, the Reehabites re- 
fufed it, not becaufe their father had laid them under any curfe if 
rliey difobeyed him, but becaufe he promifed, that they Jbould li<vc 
yxaity days in the land wherein they were ftrangers, if they obeyed hi* 

voice (13); which promife, being alfo made to thofe who honoured 
their parents (14 ), might the more incline them to that ftrict obe- 
dience, for which they are fo highly commended by God, in the 
place above quoted. We may add farther, that their retiring into 
Jerufalem during the time of the fiege, which was a breach of the 
injunction, without being Co much as blamed for it by Jeretniab, is 
a proof, that they were not under an indifpenfible obligation to 
live in tents and in the country. Though even here, we think, 
it had been much better for them to have removed farther out of 

(\z)Jerem. ub. fup. <ver. 7. wid. Peter. Martyr. A I ting. R. D. 
Kimchi. iff af. in he. * Set Vol. Ill p. zio t fcf feq. (13) Fid. 

J trim, ubijup. Exod. xx. I2 t & alii. 
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that deity, than any of his predeceflbrs ; and ordered all its 
priefts, prophets, and votaries, to be prefent at it, none ex- 
cepted, under pain of death ; and as foon as they had filled 
the temple with them, from the one end to the other, he 
commanded a body of men to go in, and put them all to the 
fword, in the middle of their worfhip. After this, he took BaalV 
down all the idols and ornaments of that abominable deity, t rie ft s a »* 
and burnt them out of the temple, and caufed that building to 

Nebuchadnezzar's way, inftead of fheltering themfelves in the city ; 
where they not only fufFered all the common calamities of a long 
flege, but were, in all likelihood, carried away captive with the 
tribe of Judab ; for we find fome of them, at their return from Ba- 
bylon, who fettled themfelves at Jabejb, or Jabez(l$) ; and the 
feptuagint and vulgate have thefe words in the title of the 70th 
which is our 7 1 ft pfalm, A Pfalm of David to the fins of Jonadab 
and the firfi captives ; but as they are not in the Hebrew, we fhall 
lay no farther ftrefs upon them. 

What became of them afterwards, whether they continued to 
obferve their father's injunction, and whether the Pbarifees, AJfi- 
dees, and EJfentans, were their followers, is foreign to our prefenc 
purpofe, and may perhaps be inquired into, when we refume the 
Jewijb hiftory after the captivity. It is true, the Rechabites had a 
promife from God, as a reward of their obedience, in thefe words, 
Jehonadab, the fin of Rechab, Jball not 'want a man to Jiand before 
me for ever (16); but this phraife is far from implying, that they 
were either priefts or Levitts, and as fuch fhould continually minis- 
ter at the altar, as fome have fancied (17); or, that they lhould 
have a feat in the great fanhedrin ( 1 8), which we have proved 
elfewhere, was not yet in being +. The reader will fee (bme bet- 
ter expofitions of the words in theauthors quoted in the margin ( ia\ 
which it is out of our province to dwell upon. Sure it is, that if 
our Jehonadab was the founder of this infti union, his defcendants 
did ftri&Iy obferve it during the fpace of 300 years, whatever be- 
came of them afterwards ; for fo long it was between Jehu and the 
Babylonifh captivity. A Jrwijb traveller of the 12th century (20) 
doth, indeed, tell us, that they are ftill in being, and ftricl obfer- 
vers of their old inftitution. He gives us alfo a fine defcription of 
their country, princes, government, and other particulars ; but 
that author is fo well known to deal in fables, and the account it- 
felf is Co fully confuted by the learned Confiantine L'cmpereur, tha$ 
we fhall leave it to his Jewijb brethren to credit it, without giving 
our readers the trouble of reading it here. 

(15) 1 Chron. ii. ult. (\6) Jerem. ub. /up. ver m ult. (17) The- 
odor. bteU.fub citat. (18) fid. Kimch i.t toe. f f u P- 
p. 4. not. (H). (19) Fid. Scalig. Trtharres. c. xxlv. Alting. 

Goodwin, ubi fup % £sT a l. (20) Ben. dt Tudcl. Itinerar. p. 75, 
&Jea, 
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be demolifhed, and turned into a common jakes. But this 
metropolis was not the only place that had reared temples and 
altars to Baal, for the infection had fpread itfelf throughout 
the kingdom ; wherefore he did not flop his hand, till he had 
entirely cleared it of that kind of idolatry j and this he did 
with fuch zeal and diligence, that God, highly pleafed with 
it, fent him word by a prophet, that the kingdom of Ifrael 
fliould remain in his pofterity till the fourth generation. Hap- 
py had it been for him, if this promife had encouraged him 
to have extirpated likewife the worfhip of the golden calves 
of Dan and Bethel ; but he unhappily followed Jeroboam's 
politics as long as he lived ; for which reafon, God began to 
cut Ifrael fhort, even from the beginning of his reign ; fo 
that Hazael greatly prevailed againft them, and took a great 
number of towns from the two tribes and half on the other 
fide of Jordan, befides fome other frontier places on this fide, 
and ravaged all the places he came to, putting all the inhabi- 
tants to the fword in the moft inhuman manner (Vj, as we 
have feen in the Syrian hiftory +. J*hu died in the 28th 
year of his reign, and was buried in Samaria, and was fuc- 
ceeded by his fon Jehoahaz. n , 
AthaliahV Whilst Jehu was abolifhing the worfhip of Baal in If- 
impious rael, the impious Athaliah was ufing her utmoft efforts to 
reign, r oot out, not only that of the living God, but even the re- 
membrance of it, out of Judah. The death of her fon A- 
haziab, and of forty two princes of his houfe, followed by 
that of Jezebel, by the hands of a perfon newly raifed to the 
throne of Ifrael by divine command, filled her with fuch an 
abhorrence both for the race and the God of David, that fhe 
rcfolvcd not to fheath her fword, till fhe had totally extirpated 
the one, and thereby invalidated all the promifes of the other. 
But whilft fhe was wreaking her utmoft fury againft the fad 

+ See Vol. II. p. 86. » 2 Kings x. 

(V) It is not eafy to guefs at what period of Jehu's reign this 
cruel war happened ; Vjher doth make no mention of it till the 
time of his fon but we have ventured to place it nearer the be- 

ginning of the former, both here and in the Syrian hiftory (22), 
which is according to the chronology of our bibles ; for though 
God had promifed, that the crown of Ifrael fliould continue in his 
family during four generations, as a reward for hie zeal againft 
Baal, yet he did not promife him a quiet reign, and his continuing 
in Jerohoatns idolatry made him unworthy of it, however it might 
have proved, if he had abolifhed that alfo out of his kingdom. 

(zt) Ann. fab. 4. M. 314S. (22) Sec Vol. Up K6. 
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remains of the houfe of Judah, providence conduced thither and [laugh- 
JehoJheba 9 the daughter of the late king Jehoram^ who was ter of Da- 
then married to the high-prieft Jehoiada ° ; and that pious vid's race. 
princefe found means to fave young Joajb, her brother Aha- # 
ziah's fon, who was then but a year old, from Atbaliab's J°*jr '* 
fword, and to convey him and his nurfe out of the palace, P re ' trve 
unpcrceived by that bloody cjuecn. This infant prince was 
carried into the temple, where he was brought up under Je- 
bviada's care, and kept there with the utmoft privacy till he 
was feven years old. During thofe fix years, Athaliah tyran- 
nized over Judah without controul, filling Jerufalem with 
blood, and deftroying the fervants of the true God, that fhe 
might the more effe<Sually eftablifh the worfhip of Baal thro* 
the kingdom. By this time, her murders and impieties were 
grown to fuch a height, that Jehoiada faw himfelf forced to 
put a flop to them, by producing the only remains of David* % 
race, at once to convince the people, that God was ftill 
mindful of his promife to that holy monarch, by preferving 
him, as it were by a miracle, from the common ruin ; and 
to infpirc his defponding fubjedts, with a brave defire of fhak- 
ing off the bloody yoke of the reigning tyrannefs. To this 
end, he privately called fome of the chiefs and elders of Ju- 
dah 9 upon whofe valour and fidelity he could depend, and 
having bound them under the ftrifteft oaths of fecrecy, he 
ihewed them the young monarch ; told them by what means 
he had been faved ; and exhorted them to ftand now, if ever, 
in the defence of their young king, of their religion and 
liberty. The defponding chiefs, who thought that the cruel 
Athaliah had wholly extirpated David's race, and had loft all 
farther hopes in the promifes made to his pofterity, received 
the news of their preferved king with a furprifing joy ; and, 
to give him an immediate proof of their future zeal and 
attachment, they paid their homage, and took an oath of fi- 
delity to him, promifing the high-prieft at the fame time, that 
they would go out of hand, and raife what forces they could, 
whilft he ftrengthcned himfelf in the temple, by retaining 
and arming all the priefts, Levites^ and Nethinims^ who 
fhould otherwife have gone out in their courfes, to make way 
for thofe who came thither to vacate at the divine (crvice. 
All this was done with fuch fecrecy and di (patch, that the 
temple was filled with armeJ men, unto whom Jehoiada ap- 
pointed their feveral porta ; by which time, the generals with- 
out had raifed a fufficient number of men, ready to fecond 
them upon the firft fignal. When the day appointed was 



• Comp. 2 Kings xi. 2. 2 Chron. xxii. 11. 

come, 
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come, the young monarch was brought out, and conducted 
into the priefts porch, attended with a numerous train of 
armed Levites ; and there the high-prieft anointed, and 
mndcrvwn- crowned him, and adminiftred the ufual oath to him upon the 
cd* facred volumes. He was immediately after feated upon a 

throne, where he received the homage and loud acclamations 
of all the people, who made that facred place ring with. 

Long live king Joafb. 

Year of Among the numerous crouds, whom this noife brought 
the Flood, to the temple, was the flighted queen, but whether alone, 
2 1 z i . or attended with her guard, the text doth not fay. She ven^ 
Year.be- tured dire£Uy into the priefts porch, from which her fex and 
fore Chrift idolatry excluded her j and as foon as. ihe faw the young 
* 7 *L _ ^ n S feated on his throne, attended with fuch numbers of 

armed men, Ihe rent her cloaths, and, in a defperatc fury, 
rujfhed in amongft them, crying out treafon ; but Jehoiada> 
fearing left his zealous Levitts fhould pollute that fecred 
place with her blood, orde. ei her to be .hurried out of it, and 
Athaliah to ^ P 1 ^ to death. The king was fbon after conducted from 
is /lain. tne tem P^ e ro t ^ lc royal palace, and the news of this happy 

change proclaimed throughout the kingdom. The hrgh-prieft, 
who by this time was in the higheft efteem both with king 
and people, took hold of this happy juncture of the public 
joy, to root out once more the worfbip of Baal ; he began 
with exhorting them to renew their covenant with God, to 
renounce Baal and all other felfe deities, and to adhere ftrift- 
ly to the Lord. This was alfo immediately performed with 
uncommon readinefe and zeal ; and as a mark of their fin- 
cerity, they began with the temple of Baal, where having 
facrificed Matban, the infamous prieft of it, at the foot of 
its altar, they pulled the whole fabric to the ground ; nor did 
they ftop their hand, till they had like wife deftroyed all the 
other temples, altars, and other monuments of that idola- 
trous worftnp, which Athaliah and her predeceffors had 
reared up, both in Jerufalem and Judah. On the other hand, 
jfehoiada y who, by reafon of the king's minority, was at the 
head of all affairs, both religious and civil, was making a 
new reformation at court and in the temple, by naming 
thofe, who had fhewed the grcatcft bravery and zeal in the 
late revolution, to the higheft ports in the government, in- 
itead of thofe of the late ufurper ; and by reftoring that re- 
gularity in the divine fervice, which had been interrupted du- 
ring the reigns of fo many impious monarchs ; but more par- 
ticularly by an exprefs prohibition to all ftrangers, ana idola- 
trous apoftatcs, to enter into the temple of God, and by fct- 

ting 
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ting porters at the gates of it, to prevent all unclean' perfons, 
of what kind foever, entering into it p . This gives us reafon 
to fuppofe, .that it had been expofed to fuch fecluded perfons, 
during the laft reigns.. 

Thus did the divine providence preferve the race of Da- Joafh'/ 
vid from the brink of deftru&ion, and Joajb^ who was pro- *tj **d 
claimed king in the 7th year of his age, and of Jehu's reign, ***** 
continued to teftify his grateful fenfe of ir, by his uncommon 
zeal for the worlhip of God, during the good high-prieft's 
life. One of his firft cares, after he was come to age, was 
to repair the dilapidations which had been made in the tem- 
ple. To this end, he ordered the priefb and Levites to take 
their yearly circuits through all the cities of Judah, and to 
raife voluntary contributions among the people, befides the 
pole and redemption money (W) ; to be employed in finifh- 
ing thofe repairs. But the priefts, who looked upon the lat- 
ter as an encroachment upon their revenues, executed his or- 
ders with fuch ihameful flownels, that he was forced to fend 
for them, and to reprove them for their negligence, and for 
their mifapplying of the facrcd money ; and to difcharge 
them at once, both from the repairing of the temple, and 
from receiving any further fums towards it. The whole care 
of the work was committed to the bigh-prieft, and other 
proper officers ; and, to prevent ail further delays and mif- 
application, a capacious cheft was ordered to be fet up in fome 
public place in the temple, where the money was depofited, 
till it amounted to a fum fufficient to fet about the work ; 
which it very fhortly did, through the generofity of the chiefs, 
elders, and other wealthy men of Judah* who poured in 
their prefents with uncommon readinefe and munificence. 
This money was immediately diftributed among faithful work- 
men, who carried on the work with fo much uprightness 

p a Kings x. paff. 2 Chron. xxiii. pail*. 

(W) The poll- money is fuppofed to have been the half ihekel, 
which every foul was obliged to pay, firft to the tabernacle, and 
afterwards to the temple, which continued to be paid till the de- 
rtruclion of it. As for the redemption money, it was fuch as was to 
be paid to the priefb, either to be acquitted from certain oaths or 
vows or for exchanging one bead for another, and fuch like ; of 
which we have fpoken at large heretofore. This latter was cer- 
tainly one part of tfc priefts income, which the king had no pow- 
«r to alienate from them, unlefs it were by way of reprifa! for th» 
former, namely, pole money, which ought to have been employed 
in keeping the temple in repair, and which, it feems, they funk 

into their own pocket*, leaving that building- to go to mint 
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and diligence, that, without being called to any account for 
the fums they received from time to time, they £ nifhed it 
to the fatisfc&ion both of the king and people, and refunded 
the overplus into the king's hands. This, together with 
what was left in the cheft, was by Jehoiada's direction em- 
ployed in making gold and filver veffels for the ufe of the 
temple, fuch as cenfers, trumpets, fpoons, forks, and the 
like (X), infteadof thofe which Jtbaliab had conveyed from 
thence into the temple of Baal q . But Joajb's zeal did not 
long furvive "Jehoiada^s life. That good old prieft died in 
tiie 1 30th year of his age, and for his faithful counfel, as well 
as fignal fervices to the king and nation, was buried in the 
royal fepulchre of Jerufalem^ and with him feemed to expire 
the remembrance of all that he had done. Soon after his 
death, the bafe princes (Y) of Judah* tired with diffembling 
a zeal for God, which that pontif's authority had only forced 
from them, came and proftrated themfelves before the king, 
deliring that they might have lave to return to the old way of 
worfhip, which they had been ufed to in former reigns ; 
which the eafy king, pleafed perhaps with their uncommon 
fubmiffion, having too readily granted, they immediately for- 
Toafh and tem ple an d worfhip of God, and fet up new altars 

bit chiefs to t ^°^ e fihhy idols which they had formerly been ufed to 
forfakeGod wor ^P xn their groves, with the moft abominable ceremo- 
nies. This ungrateful defe&ion, after fo fignal a deliverance, 
was not however punifhed, till they had been often forewarn- 
ed, by fcveral prophets, of the mifchiefs which it would bring 

9 Vid. 2 Chron. xziv. 7. 13, 14. 

(X) There feems to be a contradiction between the book of 
Kings, and that of the Cbroniclis ; the former tells us, that none of 
this money was employed in making veflels for the temple (23), 

and the latter affirms the contrary ( 24) ; but the matter is eafily re- 
concile^ by fuppofing, that the firft means only, that none of that 
money was ufed to thofe purpofes, till the repairs of the temple, 
for which it was raifed, were fully finiflied. 

(Y) The author of the book of Chronicles calls them by that 
name (25), not as being of the royal blood, for thofe had been all 
dcrtroyed by Athalmb t fo that there were none alive then but Jo- 
a/b's children ; but here is meant only the chiefs of the families of 
that tribe, which, as Well as thofe of the other tribes, are often 
dignified with that title (z6). 

(23) 2 Kings xi: 13 (24) 2 CLran xxiv. 7, 14. {2$) If id- 

w 17. (26) Vid hit, *f* NMM.w'i. 2, & /rf. xxv. 14. cjf 
alii p*f. 

upon 
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upon them. But when they proved deaf to all thofe divine 

admonitions, God ftirrcd up the Syrian king again ft them, 
who began to pour fome fmall number of troops into the 
land, and to commit fevere outrages in Judab ; whilft the 
cowardly y*UH t though much fuperior in number, were deli- 
vered into their hands, as a punifhment for their idolatry r . 
Among thofe prophets who dared to reprove the king and his 
nobles, and to allure them, that thefe would prove only the 
preludes of worfe mifchiefs, was the high-prieft Zecbariah, 
the worthy fon and fuiceflbr of the late "Jehoiada \ but his 
zeal coft him his life. The impious king caufed him to be — , . , 
ftoned to death in the very court of the temple, without re- . 
gard either to the facrednefs of the place, or of his character, ** 
as a prophet and high-prieft, or to the great fervices of his 
father, to whom he owed both his life and kingdom. 
However, Zechartaby being full of the fpirit of God, fore- 
told to them, as he was dying, that God would fpeedily pu- 
nifli the murder upon the king and them, both which hap- 
pened foon after accordingly : for Hazaely flufhed with the 
fuccefs he had had againft Judab, and with the vaft quantity The king of 
of fpoil which he had fent from thence to Damafcusy came Syria /»- ^ 
up againft Jerufaleniy and made a terrible flaughter among *vades Ju- 
thofe Jewijh princes, who had been the firft authors of that <*ah. 
defection. The king himfelf found no other way to efcape, 
either lharing of their fate, or a fhameful flavery, but by 
ilripping the temple and his own palace of all their trcafure, 
and giving it as a ranfom to the Syrian conqueror, who there- 
upon left Jerufalem, and returned to Da ma feus f . Joajby 
however, did not efcape the divine vengeance, and though 
he then laboured under fome grievous difeafe, his own fer- 
vants confpired againft him, and murdered him in his bed, J oa *h ** 
in the 40th year of his reign, and crowned his fon Amafiah mur< **red. 
in his ftead. Joajb was by this time in fuch abhorrence 
for the murder or' the high-prieft, that it proved not only the 
occafion of his own, but alfo of his being deprived of the 
royal fepulchre ; for though he was buried in the city of Da- 
vidy yet the text fays, that they did not depofit his body in 
the fepulchre of his anceftors, but in fome place apart c . 

yfmafab tuccetded him, in the twenty fifth year of his age, Joafli fuc- 
by which time Jehoahaz> the fon of Jehu, having reigned ended by 
17 years in Ifraely had left the kingdom to his fon Joajh. Amafiah. 
During this time, nothing coniidcrable had happened in * c a J\ °* 
that kingdom, except that their idolatries had alfo expofed ^ 00 * 

1 Ibid. ver. 24 f Comp. 2 Kings xii. palT Sc 2 Chron xxiv. 

pad. See alfo Vol. II. n 287. 1 2 Chron. xxiv. 25, D , rt 9 

* Vol. IV. H dw 8 »* 
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them to the cruel oppreffions of the king of Syria, till Je- 
hoahaz's repentance and prayer obtained a kind of miracu- 
lous deliverance u j for the fuller account of which, we (hall 
refer the reader to a former chapter f. What happened du- 
ring his fon's reign, we fhall fee in its proper place ; in the 
mean time, the young king of Judah had no fooner fettled 
himfelf upon his throne, than he caufed the murderers of 
his father to he put to death. However, it is here ob- 
served, that he fpared their children, according to the law 
of Mofes, which forbids them to be punched for their fa- 
ther's crimes w ; from which one may reafonably fuppofe, 
that all his predeceflbrs were not equally ftrk£t obfervers of 
it. The truth is, that Amaftah had feen fuch fevere judg- 
ments infli&ed upon "Joajh his father and his apoftate chiefs, 
as made him a long time afraid to imitate them ; though he 
forgot them but too foon, and, Xik&JoaJh, having began his 
reign pioufly and fuccefsfulJy, he made as impious and tragi- 
cal an end of it. His fignal fuccefe againft the Edomites, of 
which an account has been formerly given *, promifed to 
him by God himfelf, did but too much fwell the heart of 
that young monarch ; he had an army of 300,000 fighting 
men, and had hired 100,000 more of the king of Ifrael, 
when he was going upon that expedition. But a prophet 
came to him, and commanded him, in the name of God, todif- 
mifs thofe auxiliaries, alluring him, that fuch idolatrous troops 
would only be an invincible obftacle to his fuccefs, if he per- 
Amafiah'/ fifled in making ufe of them. The king, upon the point of 
fuccefs 9 obeying, was only folicitous how to get back the 100 ta- 
lents of filver which he had already paid for them ; but the 
prophet having told him, that God was able to repay them 
to him with advantage, he difmifled the Ifraclitifl) troops, 
not without great rcfentment and heart-burning on their 
fide, of which they failed not to give an ample proof, by 
burning and ravaging all the countries they went through, 
in their return home. This broke at once all friendfllip be- 
tween thofe two monarchs, and proved the fourceof a bloody 
war. Happy had it been for A?nafwh if this had been all, 
but that infatuated prince, after his victory over Edom, be- 
came fo flupidly fond of the idols which he had taken from 
them, tluit, as if all his fuccefs had been owing to them, he 
and idola- caufed them to be fet up in Jitdub at his return, and went 
"> fo far as to burn incenfc himfelf before them. He was fe- 



u 2 Kings xiii. 3, 4, 0. f Sec Vol. IT. p. 288. under 

not. B. w Deuc. xxiv. 16, * Sec Vol. II. p. 145, Sec. 

vercl)^ 
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verely rebuked for this by a prophet, who afked him, a- 
mong other things, what affiftance he could hope for from 
thofe falfe deities, which could neither deliver their votaries, 
nor themfelves, from his hands ? But the king, who was 
then too elated to bear either his advice or reproof, afked 
him, who made him his counfellor, and, in a threatning 
tone, commanded him to hold his peace, and not provoke 
him to puniih his infolence. After luch monftrous inftanccs 
of his folly and ingratitude, we need not wonder, if he was 
abandoned by God to rufh into his own ruin. 

Amafiah had indeed caufe to refent the ravages which the 
difbanded Ifraelites had committed in his kingdom, during 
his expedition againft Edom, and had he been lefs proud of 
his fuccefs, he might have taken more proper meafures for 
doing himfelf juftice for them 5 but he feems to have been 
above all thefe confiderations, and the infolent challenge 
which .he fent to Joajb, the then king of Ifrael^ and grand- h defeated 
(on of jfebuy Come and let us fee one another in the face, by the kin% 
doth plainly fhow, that he wanted only to try his valour or of Ifrael. 
fortune with him. On the other hand, Joajh had no lefs 
reafon to truft to his own 5 Joajh^ foon after his acceflion 
to the crown, had been paying a mournful vifit to the pro- 
phet Elijha, who was then lying on his death- bed, to rc- 
prefent to that holy perfon, the melancholy ftate in which 
he was going to leave the kingdom, which had already fuf- 
fered the greateft calamities from the kings of Syria, during 

reigns j and the prophet, touched with a fenfe 
of it, had prophefied to him, that he fhould gain three fuc- 
ceeding victories over that domineering, nation Joa/h 
therefore, who had by this time given fuch fignal proofs of 
his courage and conduct, by thofe three victories, which 
he had gained over the Syrians, and by recovering all the 
places which they had taken from his predecefibrs (Z), could 

not 



x 2 Kings xiiL 14, & feq. Scealfo Vol, II. p. 288. 

(Z) It is not eafy to determine the time when Joajh won thefe 
three victories ; but however, it is more than probable, that it 
was long before he received this proud challenge from Amafiah, 
when he was then in the 1 6th year of his reign (27). The text 
would even incline one to believe, that he began to beat the Sy- 
rians foon after the beginning of it 2^). Archbifhop XJjhcr places 
it in the fixth and fublequeut years of his reign, when having, as 

(27) Vid Uffer. Ann. Jub. A. M. 3178. (28; Vid. 2 Kings 
xiii. 22, tsf feq. 
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not forbear expreffing the utmoft indignation at the receipt of 
this arrogant chartel. The anfwer he returned was couched 

in 

he fuppofes, taken his fbn, the brave Jeroboam II. into confbrt- 
fhip with him, he left the kingdom under his care, whiift he went 
out againft the armies of Syria (zo). 

The manner, in which the good old prophet did forcfhow thefc 
fignal victories, is too remarkable to be pail by. The king hav- 
ing expreft his fenfe for the lofs of fo great a protector, in the 
moft pathetic terms, EUJha bid him take his bow and arrow in 
his hand, and put himfelf in a pofture of mooting out of his win- 
dow ea ft ward towards Syria ; which being done, he put his hand 
upon that of the king's and bid him Jhoot, and as the arrow 
went, he cried out, The arrow of the Lord" s deliverance, and the 
arrow of deliverance from Syria and then told the king, that he 
would beat the Syrians in Apheck, till he had quite confumed them. 
But when he bid him afterwards to finite upon the ground with 
another arrow, and the king had done fo three times, the pro- 
phet was difpieafed at it, and told him, that if he had happened 
to have ftruck the ground five or fix times, it would have been 
a certain fign of his totally defeating of his Syrian enemy ; but 
fince he had itayed his hand at the third ilroke, he fhoald gain 
but three battles againft him (30). The thing happened accord- 
ingly, and Syria, after having been kept under, during Joafb and 
Jeroboam* s reign, began to recover itfelf again, after the death 
of the latter, as we have feen elfewhere f . 

As for EUJha* he died foon after ? and, before the year was 
out, fome Ifraelites, going to bury a corps in the neighbourhood 
of Samaria* perceived a band of Moabitts coming towards them, 
for fear of whom, they call the dead body into Eli/fra's tomb 
and fled ; but as foon as it had touched the bones of the dead 
prophet, the man revived and ran after them. What ufe a neigh- 
bouring church has made of this miracle, in favour of the relicks 
of their faints, is foreign to our fubjeft : wc have Eli/bo's pane- 
gyric in few words in the book of Ecelefeajlicus, •* EHJheus, fays that 

author, was filled with the fpirit of Elijah ; whiift he lived, 
*' he was not over- awed by any prince, neither could any bring 

him into fubjcclion, no word could overcome him ; and afrcr 
" his death he prophefird, &c (3 The y^w add, that the 

man thus miraculoufly railed was called Sallum, and that he he- 
gat fons and daughters afterwards. Some are of opinion, that he 
had been a wicked mm. and. as fuch, unfit to lie near the facrcd 
remains of that prophet; others think otherwife 32), neither is 
it worth enquiring which of the two is molt in the right. 

(29^ Vhi fnp; fuh A. M. 316S. (30) 2 Kings xiii. 14.. Iff fiq. 

f Set Vol- H p. 288. (31) Ecxicf. xlviii. iz.&fef. (32) Fid. 

Munft in z Reg. 13. fuh not f, 
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in the moft fcornful and mortifying terms, under the allegory 
of a defpicable thiflle, which, having afpired to an alli- 
ance with the noble cedar, had, for his ambition, been crufh- 
ed under the feet of a wild beaft : he concluded with ad- 
vifing him to reft contented with his late petty victories, and 
not naffer his ambition to drive him into a defperate attempt, 
which would end, in all likelihood, in the total lofs of his 
kingdom. But Amafiah^ who was not to be humbled by 
words, was only the more exafperated at this anfwer, and 
hafted to go out againft his rival : the two armies met in 
the neighbourhood of Bethjhemejh y where yudah wag totally 
routed, yofephus adds, that they were feized with fuch a 
pannic, at the very firft onfet, that they turned their backs 
without ftriking one ftroke, and left their king at the mercy 
of the conqueror *. Amafiah was a&ually taken prifoner, Amafiah 
and Joajb marched on with him and his own army to Je- taken pti- 

rufalem^ where he obliged him to buy his freedom, at thcf otur * 
expence of all the gold and filver which were found either in 
the temple or in his own treafury ; after which, having de- 
moliflied about 400 cubits length of the city wall, and taken 
fome hoftages with him, he returned to Samaria. He did 
not outlive this viftory above one year, after which he was 
fucceeded by his fon Jeroboam^ the fecond of that name, af- 
ter he had reigned 16 years. As for Amafiah , though he 
outlived his difgrace above 15 years, yet we read no more of 
him till the latter end of his reign ; when, having difcovercd 
a confpiracy that was formed againft him at Jerufakm, he 
was forced to flee to Lachijh, where, notwithftanding his 
precaution, he was purfucd and murdered by the confpi ro- 
tors. He was carried back upon horfes to Jcm/alem^ a "d 
buried with his anccftors j and his fon Azariah proclaimed 
in his ftead z . 



Is the mean 



i time, whilft Amafiah fpent the remnant of j ero v, 0 . 
ind of inactive fecurityin Jerufalem ; Jerobc- ' Am \\ 



his reign in a ki 

f Ant. 1. ix. c. 10. f 2 Kings xiv. paff.adver. 21. 2 Chron. 
xxv. 



,fr Z 
of Ifracl. 



Some authors however, not content with the miracle3th.ic he 
wrought during his life, and after his death, have accompanied his 
birth with a remarkable one ; namely, that one of the go'tlen 
cn'ves bellowed out thefe words, with fuch a loud voice, that it 
was heard from Gi/gal to Jerufaltm ; This is he that is to dijlroy 
the carved idols, and break the molten images in pieces (33) 

(33I Fid, Domh. Epiphan. W Ifidor. derive prophet. & Chron. 
pafchal ap+ Calm, fub <voc lilifec. 
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am IT. the brave great-grand fon of Jehu? feemed ordained by 
providence to reftore the kingdom of Ifrael to its priftine 
fplendor and greatnefs. His reign, which lafted 41 years* 
befides thofe 10 which he had fpent in copartnerlhip with his 
father, gave him time more than fufficient to perform that 
noble work, to which he was encouraged by the prophets 
Jonah ? the fon of Amittai (A), and Ho fea? the fon of Beeri t 
who were cotemporaries with him, and foretold, that he 
ihould complcat the deliverance of Ifrael? which his father 
had began, notwithftanding his cleaving to the idolatries, of 
his predeceffors. Accordingly, he took the Syrian capital, 
Damafcus? and Hamath? with all their territories \ both 
which had formerly belonged to Judab *, and all the country 
on the other fide of Jordan? from Hamath to the fea of the 
plain, or the dead fea b . The particulars of all thefe glori-r 
ous actions are unknown to us, having been written in the 
annals of the kings of Ifrael? long fince loft. He djed in 
the 41ft year of his reign, and was buried with his anceftors 
in Samaria? and fucceeded by his fon Zachariab e . Jeroboam's 
reign was-indeed a glorious one, with refpe£t to his conquefts, 
but it ftands branded for various idolatries, and for the inju- 
ftice, luxury, rapine, and other immoralities which reigned 
at that time^ infomuch, that the prophets Hofea and Amos? 
who lived in his days, give us a very dreadful account of the 
diforders and debauchery, which were committed both in 
Samaria and in Ifrael (B), and were fent to forctel the fad 

and 

a See 2 Sam. viii. 6. 2 Chron. viii. 3. & Numb. xiii. 21. 
* 2 Kings xiv. 25, & feq. c Ibid. ver. ult. 

(A) This is the fame Jonah, or Jonas, as he is called in thegof- 
P e l (34^» w ho was afterwards fent to preach repentance to the JvV- 
ncvittt (35). UJber juftly obferves, that he was a native of Gatbc- 
pb*r($6), a town in the tribe of Zebulun (37) in Galilee, of the 
Gentiles (38J, againft that falfe affirmation of the Jews ; That out 
of Galilee there never arofe a prophet (39). It is uncertain, whe- 
ther thofe glorious fuccefTes, which he foretold to the king of 
Ifrael, were committed to writing, and fince loft, or, which is 
more probable, were only delivered by word of mouth. We have 
nothing left of him but the book that Dears his name, which relates 
to h'rs being fent to preach repentance at Nineveh, the metropolis of 
AJfyria, and is therefore foreign to our prefent fubject. 

(B) The former of thefe prophets feems to accufe the Ifraelites 
(4.0) of the fame enormities, as had been formerly committed in 

(34.) Matt. xii. 41. (35) Jon*. \\\. fajf. (36) 2 Kings 

.xiv. 2;. (37) Jojh. x\x. 13- . (38) Ifai. ix. I. (39) John 

yiu $2. Vid Uffcr. Ann.fub A, M ^97- ' (40) Hof. x. 9. 
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and total ruin, which their fins would fhortly bring upon the 
whole kingdom. Amos y in particular, was fent from Judah^ 
where he was a common fhepherd, to denounce the moft fe- 
vere judgments againft I/rael, even to the total difperfion of 

it; 

Gibeab, where the Levitt's concubine had been abufed to death (41 ). 
He fpeaks of their having multiplied their idols to a fhameful de- 
gree all over the kingdom, for which, and for all their other abo- 
minable practifes, he denounces a total ruin and defolation to the 
king and people ; which he alfo lived to fee accompliflied in the 
forth year of Hezekiab, when If rati was carried away captive (42). 

Hofea % % prophecy begins with the command, which he received 
from God, to go and marry a common proftitute, and to adopt her 
fpurious brood (43) ; a command, which has given fo much offence 
to the pious, and has adminiftred fuch occafion of ridicule to the 
libertines, that we hope it will not be thought improper to fet the 
matter in a true light, for the benefit of thofe, who have not lei- 
fure, or opportunity, to confulc the beft commentators upon it. 
And here we may fafely reject the folution of thofe fubtile doctors, 
who pretend, that God may difpenfe with the laws of purity ; or 
of thofe, who look upon this marriage to have been tranfacled only 
m a vifion, or that it is only a parable ; fuch evafions do often leave 
a greater difficulty, than they endeavour to remove. 

Nothing is more obvious, than that the fcriptures, we may add 
all languages, give to men and things the qualities they formerly 
had ; thus the blind and deaf are faid to fee and hear, the dead to 
live, finners to be reformed, and publicans and harlots [not thofe 
certainly who continued fuch, but thofe who were converted] to 
enter into the kingdom of God, before the priefts, elders, and 
outwardly fandified Pbari/ees (44). Will it not therefore be more 
natural to think, with better commentators (45), that the woman, 
whom the prophet is commanded to marry, had been a common 
proftitute before flie became his wife ? The priefts indeed were 
forbid to marry fuch women, but none elfe ; and provided they 
were reclaimed by it from their wicked lives, there was nothing in 
fuch marriages unworthy of a prophet. On the contrary, it was 
the properert emblem of God's merciful dealings with the I/rael- 
ites, whom he efpoufed and adopted, notwithftanding all their for- 
mer wickednefs, and from whom he might juftly challenge the fui- 
table returns of obedience, faithfulnefs, and gratitude ; but which 
if they failed of, they could expect nothing but divorcement and 
rejection ; fuch as a woman in Goner's cafe would defer ve, if fhe 
fhoald relapfe into her former vices, after (he had been fo kindly 
reclaimed from them (46 J. 

(4 1 ) Judg. xix. 14, W feq.v (42) Con/. Ho/, i. 1 . & 2 Reg. 
xviii. 10. (43) Ho/ ibid. faff. (44) Mat. xxi. $\ 9 & ald>. 

(45) Fid de Lyra. Riber. Pifcat. W al in he. (46) Fid. Pfeifer. 
Dubia. S. $<rift, Lc Scene, EJJay on a new wr,/, I. cb. J O. 
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it ; which he did under the types of gralhoppers, which de- 
ftroyed all the fruit of the land ; of a devouring lire ; and 
laffly, of a plummet-line and a tottering wall, ready to bury 
the idols of Ifrael under its ruins d . For thefe prophecies he 
was accufed to the king, by Jmaziah, one of the idolatrous 
priefts of Bethel, and by him commanded to return into Ju- 
cfoh and prophefy there - y which he was forced to do, though 
hot before he had denounced this heavy judgment againft the 
me/Tenger Amaxiah^ that his wife fhould become an open 
proftitute in the city, that his fons and daughters fhould fall 
by the fword, and himfelf die in a polluted land e , namely, 
that of JJfyria \ whither the ten tribes were foon after car- 
red away captive, and he, in all probability, along with 
them (Cj. 

Xachariah 

d Amos vii. pair. c Ibid. ver. ult. 

We may add, that Ho/ea, or, as the original calls him, 
HoJbeagb % which word implies a Saviour, was a kind of type of 
Chriit, who, we know, came to efpoufe to himfelf a church, 
confilbng, not of righteous, or of thofe that thought themfelves 
fuch, but of repenting finners, of all kinds and nations, and to 
reclaim them from their fins by his precepts and example, as well 
as by his grace and holy fpirit. This typical marriage might 
therefore have a view to him, as well as to the literal falvation of 
Judith* and ruin of Ifraei t with which his prophecies are filled. 
This may further appear to be the cafe, if we confider the names, 
character, and other circumttances. relating to the children which 
the prophet had by this woman ; particularly their changing of 
their names from Lo-Ammi, thou art not my people, into Ammi, thou 
art mv people ; and from Lo-Rubamab % Jhe Jhaall ha ve no mercy* to Ru- 

hamaby Jbe Jball obtain mercy ; as alio, their becoming as numerous 
as the fands of the tea ; all which feem chiefly to relate to the con- 
verfion of mankind to the chriltian religion. But thefe are out 
of our province 

Hofea is the firft, whofe prophecies we have had tranfmitted in 
writing ; he continued in the exercife of his prophetical office near 
the fpace of 70 years, during rhe reign of Uzziab, or Axariab, Jo- 
than % Jbax y and Hexekiab. His prophecies are divided into four- 
teen chapters ; in the four firft he expofes the various iniquities 
of the ten tribes 5 from thence to the 1 2th chapter, he denounces 
the punifliments impending on them, particularly their deftruclion 
by Sbatmanefzer. The remainder is full of comfortable promifes to 
the p.odly and penitent : what became of him at laft, the text doth 
not tell us, and it is dangerous to truil to any thing e!fe. 

(C) As for Ames, as he was neither prieft nor prophet, but only 
called, upon this extraordinary cafe, to the latter, it it probable, that, 
after his return into the land of Judab* he retired into the city ot 
TA**b t whers he continued to prophecy againft Ifrael, for filcncc- 
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Zachariah fuccecded his father Jeroboam : he was the Zachariah. 
great-grandfon of Jehu ; and fo far was God's promife to this Year of 
laft fulfilled, that the kingdom mould continue in his family the Flood, 
to the fourth generation ; but his threatnings againft that king- 2227. 
dam did not lag behind, and wc may date the downfal of Year he- 
Ifrael from the reign of Zachariah. From that time, we foreChnft 
read of nothing but treafons and rebellions, of murders, anar- 7 " 2, 
chy (D), and univcrfal defolation : Zachariah had fcarce 
reigned fix months, before he was publicly mafTacred by Shal- 
lumy one of his own domefticks, according to Jofepbus f, 
who feized upon the kingdom, and, after a reign of thirty 
days, was himfclf murdered by Menahem, Zachariah^ gene- 
ral, in the metropolis of Samaria. As foon as tin's laft was 
feated upon the throne,, he returned to Tirzab, a city in the 
tribe of Ephraim^ formerly the refidence of Jeroboajn I. g , 
which place refufing to open the gates to him, he put all 
the inhabitants to the fword, and committed the moft hor- 
rid cruelties on their pregnant women, that ever were done: 
by the vileft barbarians. It was not long, however, be- 
fore he faw himfelf invaded by Pul king of AJJyria (E) ; 
and, as he was not in a condition to make head againft: 

him, 

f Ant. 1. ix. c. 11. * See i Kings xi v. 17. 

ing and expelling him out of their kingdom ( 47). He foretold, 
in particular, the calamities which they would fall into af:er Je- 
roboam IPs death ; the murder of his fon and fuccefibr ; the co- 
ming of Pul and Tiglatb-pi/efer, kings of AJfyria % againft Ifrael % and the 
captivity of the ten tribes. Some other of his prophecies are le- 
velled again ft Syria, Tyre, the Pbiliflines, Edomites, Ammonites ; and 
Moabites ; and forae againft the kingdom of Judab. His flvle is 
plain and low, and his expreffions fuch as one might expect from 
a ruftick or a ihepherd. Other particulars relating to his life and 
death, which we meet with in antient fathers, we omit, becaufe 
we neither think them material nor certain. 

(D) Our archbilhop UJber (48) obferves here, that there muft 
have been an inter regnum of eleven years and half, before Za- 
chariah afcended the throne ; without which fuppofition, it will be 
impomble to make his death and Shal turn's fhort- lived reign to coin- 
cide with the 39th year of Axariab king of Judab, in which it is 
faid to have happened (49). 

(E) The fame prelate (50) thinks, that this Pul was the farhcr 
of Sardanapaius y called from him Sardan Put, as Mcrodacb king of 
Babylon was called Mtrodacb Baladan from his father Baladan. Put 

(47) Amos ii. I 3, &f feq. iii. pajf. i$ alih, (48} Ann. fub J. At. 

3220. (49) a Kinjji xv, V. 17. (50) Ub.fup. 
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him, he was forced to buy his friendfliip at the price of a 
thoufand talents of filver, which he levied upon the wealthier!- 
• of his own fubjecls, whom he obliged to pay 50 fliekels per 

head ; upon which Pul returned homewards, and Menahem 
reigned quietly the remaining eleven years of his life, and was 
fucceedcd by his fon Pekahiah^ in the 50th year of Azariah 
or Uzziah, king of Judah h . 
Year of The kingdom of Judah all this while enjoyed a perfect 
the Flood, peace. Azariah, whom the people had fet upon the throne, 
2238. immediately after his father Amaziah's murder, (that is, as 

Ir^ru "ft text cx P rcn ^ es lt ) m tne 2 7 f h Y czr °f Jeroboam lid's 
-61 re *g n 1 was tnen b ut ^ xteen years of age, and was 

/ * wholly directed by Zechariah, not the prophet of that name, 

who lived after their return from the captivity, but another, 
Azariah V who is only known for the the great wifdom and piety of his 
piety ; counfels to the young monarch ; fo that, during the life of 

that faithfuhcounfellor, Azariah became equally confpicuous 
for his zeal againft idolatry, for his pious imitation of his 
tndfuccefs. jj e ft predeceflbrs, and for his great fuccefs againft feveral of 

his neighbours, efpecially the Philijtines k . He likewife for- 

h 2 Kings xv. 1 3, ad 22. 1 Ibid ver. 1. k 2 Chron, xxvL 
6, Sc feq. See Vol. II. p. 230. 

is the firft king of AJfyria we find named in fcripture from the time 
of Nimrod, and may be reafonably enough fuppofed to have reigned 
in Nineveh, at the time of Jonah's preaching ; and to have been 
converted by him. 

Thofe who follow the verfion of the feventy believe, that Pul 
was invited by Menahem to come to his affiftance. One of the pro- 
phets upbraids indeed the king and people of Samaria, with fend- 
ing to Affyria for help, for which he threatens them with being 
fenc thither captives (51) ; but the original affirms, that he came 
againft, or invaded, the land (52) ; and the book of Chronicles fays 
exprefsly that God ftirred up the fpirit of Pul againft him, as he 
did afterwards that of Tiglath-pilefer, who carried away the two 
tribes and half beyond Jordan into captivity (53). Jojefbus rec- 
kons this invaiion of Pul to have happened towards the latter end of 
Menahenfs reign (54) ; but UJber, whom we follow, places it in the 
beginning of it. 

t F) That is, as the fame Ujher, and tlje margin of our bibles 
rightly obicrvc, the 27th year from his being admitted co-partner 
with his father Jdoajh, though but the 1 6th from his reigning 
fole monarch. 



(jO Hof. v. 13. viii. 9 13. x- 6. 13. (52) 2 Kings xv. 19. 
fcf altb. patf. 3) Con/, z Kings XV. ao,. & i Chron. <v. ult. 

(J4) Ant. i, w. r. 1 1. 

tified 



Chap. 7. to the BabylonUh Captivity. 67 

tided his own metropolis, repaired the wall of it, which had 
been aemolifhed by the king of Ifrael, and built feveral for- 
treffes and magazines in feveral parts of his kingdom, and in 
thofe countries which he had taken from the Phili/iines^ 
Arabians j and Mehunims ( G ) . His army confifted of drmy and 
307,500 brave men under the command of two expert ge- magazines 
nerals, Maafiah and Hananiab, and of Jebiel y his fcribe, 
or fecretary of war, who appointed each band their refpec- 
tive turns, according to the mufter-rolls. Befides thefe, he 
had alfo 2600 officers, all famous for their valour and expe- 
rience ; and a prodigious quantity of arms of all forts to fup- 
ply his army with, and which he kept in feveral ftrong ftore- 
cities all over his kingdom. To thefe he added the inven- 
tion of new machines for throwing darts, large ftones, and 
other deftru&ive materials, from his towers and bulwarks ; 
which are faid to have been contrived by fome of his expert 
engineers. Whilft he was thus employed in his military af- 
fairs, he did not forget the bufinefs of agriculture ; on the 
contrary, the text fays that he was a lover of it, that he had 
great herds of cattle, a great number of fields and vineyards, 
of hufbandmert and vine-dreffers ; and that he built towers 
and cots, and digged wells every where for the convenience 
of his fervants and cattle. So that whether we look upon 
him in peace or war, he feems to have arrived at the height 
of glory and wealth. 

But all this he unhappily loft by one rafh a£t, his at- 
tempting to infringe upon the prieftly office, and to burn in- 
cenfe upon the facred altar. He was, however, ftrongly 
oppofed by the then high-prieft Azariab, at the head of four- 
fcore other zealous priefts, who reprefented to him, in vain, 
that it Was a province which belonged only to the fons of 
Aaron T the infatuated king would not defift from it, till he 

(G) Thelf Mehunims the Cbaldee paraphrafl: renders •yffiftZ 

flJJJQt *tbt inhabitants in the <wi/dernefs of Mahon, which was 
in that part of Arabia-fetnea^ toward Gerar and P bar an ; for 
which feaTon they feem joined with the Arabians of Gurbaa/, who 
dwelt in another canton of the fame province ; and as both were 
in the fame neighbourhood of Egypt 9 therefore the text adds, that 
Uxziafr* fame was fpread abroad, even unto the entring in of 

Egypt (55). 

We ought to obferve here, that thefe wars of the king of Ju~ 
dab are not recorded in the book of Kings > where his hiitory 
feems ftrangely curtailed, but only in that of the Chronicles (56). 

($$) P'* 9 * Bochart. Pbaleg. I. ii. c. 23. Le Clerc. Com\in lor 
£s* al. ($6)Comp, 2 Chron. xx-vi. 1, & feq, & z Kings xiv* 
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felt himfelf fmitten with leprofy, in fuch a fudden and ex- 
traordinary manner, as made him fenfible, that it was fent 
from God, as a punifhment for his prefumption. The priefts, 
as foon as they perceived the firft tokens of that polluting dif- 
eafe appear in his forehead, were going to force him out of 
the temple 5 but Azariah was by that time ftruck with fuch 
terror and remorfe (H), that he faved them that trouble, and 
made what hafte he could, not only out of that /acred place, 
but even out of the city ; and went to live in a feparatc 
houfe, where he continued, infected with that diftemper, 
fecluded from common fociety, and deprived of the regal 
His death, power, unto the day of his death ; and was buried in a fe- 

(H) The reafon of Uxziah's being thus miraculoufly fmitten 
with leprofy is only found in the book of Chronicles. 7o/epbus{^y) 
adds a very remarkable circumftance, which accompanied this pa- 
rliament, if we may take his word for it ; namely, that, while the 
king perMed to threaten the priefts who oppofed his impious de- 
fign, God fent a miraculous earthquake, which had this double 
effect, that it opened the roof of the temple, through the crack of 
which that ray of light got entrance which lighted upon his race, 
and covered it with leprofy ; and, 2. that it rent a mountain in two 
which flood at a fmall diftance from Jerufalem, one half of which 
having rolled about four furlongs, ftopt againft another mountain, 
choaked the high-way, and covered the king's garden all over with 
rubbifli. 

Some of the prophets (c8) do, indeed, fpeak of an earth-quake, 
which happened in UzziaFs days } but, befides, that neither they, 
nor the facrcd hifiorian, mention any thing of its wonderful effects 
againft that monarch, it is plain, Jofepkus muft be out in his chro- 
nology, becaufe he makes it to have happened towards the latter 
end of that monarch's life ; ffor he fays exprefly, that he died of 
grief, foon af ter his misfortune,) whereas the former of the prophets 
above mentioned fays, that the earthquake happened in the days of 
Uzxiab and of Jeroboam IT Now it is plain, as the learned lifter 
obferves, that this was long before Uzziab was fmictfh with lepro- 
fy, becaufe hisfon Jotham t who took the government upon him im- 
diately upon his feclufion, was not born till fbme time after Jem- 
boom's death (co). This remark will alfo hold equally good a* 
galnft the reft of the yews, who, to make the earthquake and the 
king's puniftimenfc meet, affirm, that they happened in the 25th 
year of his reign,' that is before J otham was born. Both therefore 
jfofephus and they, having joined two events together, to make 
jthc king's punifhment appear more wonderful, which, it is plain 
•from what has been (aid above, happened, the one about the mid- 
dle, and the other towards the latter end of that prince's reign, 
that is, at about 25 years diftance from each other. 

($7) Ant. I t\. c. 12. (5 8 J Arnos i. \. Zechar. xi*u. 5 

(S% Fid. Uffcr. An. Jul A. M 3221. 
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pulchre, apart, adjoining to that of his anceftors l . He died 
in the 52d year of his reign, and the 68th year of his age m, 
and was fucceeded by his fon Jotham* who had taken the go- 
vernment upon him immediately after his father's feclufion. 
The author of the Chronicles adds, that Uzziab's hiftory was 
written by Ifaiah the fon of Amos n ; but we find nothing 
now of him in the writings of that prophet, but his name °. 

Two years before Azariah\ death, Pekahiab fucceeded his Pekahiah 
father Menahem in Ifrael \ and, after two years reign, was king of 
killed in his own palace by Pekah the fon of Remaliah, one Ifrael 
of his generals, who afcended the throne about a year before murdered, 
Jotham fucceeded his father in Judab. The character of thefe «*d fuc- 
two princes was very oppofite : Pekah was a wicked prince, ceeded by 
and followed the fteps of his predeceflbrs, fo that his reign Pekah- 
proved troublefome and unfuccefsful, and ended in a violent 
death : Jotham was 25 years old when his father died, he T , 
was a wife and pious prince, and appears to have inherited all \ . , 
his father's virtues without any of his vices, and was blefled j a fa£ 
with extraordinary (uccch. Pekab, having made a league with 
Rezin king of Syria* made an attempt againft Judab ; but he 
was foon forced to go back and defend his own territories a- 
grin&Tiglath-pilefer king of AJfyria* who had invaded the land 
of Naphtaliy took the moft confide rable towns of it, and carried 
that whole tribe captive into his own kingdom ; whilft Jo- 
tham gained feveral confiderable advantages againft his neighs 
bours, efpecially againft the Ammonites* whom he brought 
under a yearly tribute of 100 talents of filver, 10,000 rnea- 
fures of wheat, and the fame quantity of barley ? $ as we 
have feen elfewhere +. At length, having repaired arid beau- 
tified the temple, fortified the city, and done many other 
publick a£ts, Jotham died in peace, after he had reigned fix- 
teen years, and was* fucceeded by his fon Ahaz. As for 
Pekah* after he had had the mortification to fee one whole 
tribe torn from him by a foreign power, and his kingdom, 
during the laft ten years of his reign, reduced into anarchy 
and rebellion ; he was murdered and fucceeded by Hojhea 
the fon of Elah* in the 20th year of his reign % and about 
three years after Jot ham's death. 

However, he was more fuccefsful,- during thofe three 
laft years, againft Jotham* s unworthy fon, whofe impieties 



1 2 Chron: xxvi. m 2 Kings xv. 2. n z Chron. ib. ver. 22, 
23. 0 See Ifai. i. 1 . vii. 1. h 2 Chron. xxvii. 5. f See 
Vol. II. p. 108. p 2 Kings xv. paflf". 2 Chron. xxvii. See alfo 
Usser. An. fub A. M. 3245. and the margin of oar Bible on 2 
Kings xv. 30, 
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made his reign as unfortunate and inglorious, as that of his 
father had been glorious and fuccefsful. He was fcarce feated 
on the throne, before his kingdom was invaded by the joint 
forces of the kings of Ifrael and Syria. Aha% was then under 
the utmoft confternation, at the news of two fuch powerful 
enemies coming up againft him, and feems to have expe&ed 
nothing lefs than the total difiblution of the Jewijb monarchy; 
when Ifaiah the fon ofJmos (l) 9 who had began to prophecy 
even from the latter end of Uzziab's reign r , came to him 
from the Lord, to allure him, that thofe two princes fliould 
try their ftrcngth in vain againft Jcm/alem, which they were 
then about befieging f . At the fame time to allure him, that 
the final end of the Jewijh monarchy, which he feared, was 
far enough off, he bid him afk a fign of God, though never 
fo hard, and it Ihould be granted to him. Here the king, 
whether out of refpedt, or defpondency, and unbelief, re- 
fufing to afk for the promifed lign, the prophet allured him, 
from the Lord, that before that time came, a virgin Jhould 
conceive and bear a fon^ and call his name Himmanu-el, of 
God with us, and fo on (K). No 



r See Ifai. i. i. 
Vol. ILp. 289. 



f Ibid. vii. i, 2, & feq. 2 Kings xvi. 5. See 



(P Ifaiah, called from the womb to be a prophet (60% and en- 
dowed with lingular courage and eloquence for that important of- 
fice (61 \ is affirmed by the Jews, and believed by many Chriftians, 
to have been the grandfon of Joajb king of Judah (62). His firft 
vifion was about the latter end of Uzziab's reign {63) ; but hi* 
prophecies relate to his fucceffors, namely, the firtt fix chapters to 
Jotbam, the fix next to his fon Ahax, and the reft to Hexekiab 1 
excepting, that feveral of them are interfperfed, which relate to 
the Mefliah, and to the fate of feveral foreign kingdoms. He is 
juftly efteemed the prince of the prophets, for the inimitable lofti- 
nefs and majefty of his ityle, as well as for the clearnefs of his pro- 
phecies. 

He was highly refpecled by the good kings, efpecially by Heze- 
kiah, who fent to confulthim on all emergencies ; and as ill treated 
by the bad ones, efpecially by Manajfcb, by whom he is fuppofed 
to have been put to a cruel death, as we have hinted elfewhcre -f% 

(K) This we take to be a much more natural fenfe of that pro- 
phecy, than to fuppofe, as fome have done (64) that fuch a mira- 
culous child was really born in Ahaaf* time, to allure him of the 
promifed deliverance ; for as there is not the leaft mention of fuch 

r (6c) rid. IfaLxlix. i,Cff feq. (61) Ibid. /. 4. (62) It* 

Rabbin, omn. ViJ. tsf Hieron. in Ifai. faff. (63) Ibid. vs. !, & fif. 
f Vol. UI.p* 313. not. D. (64; Whitb. in Joe. Literal pr*pbec.& at. 

as 



# 
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Nofooner had the firftpart of the prophefy been veri- 
fied, and the city been delivered from the impending ruin, 
than the impious Aha% gave himfelf up to the vileft impie- 
ties and idolatries, in which he far outwent the very worft 
of his predeceflbrs ; burnirfg incenfe to every deity, in groves, 
high places, and in the valley of Hinnom y and burning his 
very children in the fire, after the manner of other nations % 
till God was pleafed at laft to give him up to his two grand 
enemies . Rezin 9 to make himfelf amends for his ill fuc- 
cefe againft Jerufalem^ went and recovered Elath^ a confi- 
derable fea-port town upon the Red-fca> which Uzziah had 

t 2 Chron. xxviii. 3, & feq. 

an extraordinary birth, fo neither do we fee that there was any 
neceffity for it, in order to convince the defponding king, who 
could not be ignorant of that prophecy of Jacob, that the fceptre 
Jbould not depart from Judah— //// Shiloh was come (65) ; much le£s 
that he was to fpring of the lineage of David. But what daggered 
Abaxs faith, and made him fear that the regal power was going 
to depart from his family, was, that his two enemies had combined 
to fet up a ftranger upon his throne (66). All therefore that was 
wasting to difpel his prefent fears about it, was for the prophet to 
aflure him from God, that this Shiloh promifed to Judah and 
David, who was to fore-run the total excifion of the Jewijh polity, 
was to be born in a miraculous manner, and with a divine charac- 
ter, and other remarkable circumftances, fuch as, he might be 
eafily Satisfied, had not as yet happened in his kingdom. 

As for that part of the proph efy which is commonly urged on the 
other fide, namely, Before this wonderful child Jhall know good 
from evil, the land which thou abhor reft Jhall be forjaken of both her 
kings [6j ) ; we think, that if it be rightly underftood, it will ra- 
ther confirm our fenfe of the prophefy, and that the words ought to 
be thus rendered : For, (or rather, as the particle *3 feems to 
import here,) Nay before this child can know good from evil, this land 
which thou (Vp Kotx, not abhorreft, as our verfion renders it, but) 
art fo follicitous about, or give ft up for loft, (hall be bereaved of 
both her kings ; by which, we think, ought to be underftood, not 
the kings of Syria and Ifrael 9 for the former could not be called her 
(Canaan's) king, and the latter had but a (hare in it at belt, but 
the kings of Ifrael and Judah ; as it really was before the coming 
of the Mefliah. 

However, though we have delivered this our own private opi- 
nion, wefliall venture no further upon the argument, much Icis 
upon fome other parts of this prophefy, left we Qiould be thought 
to expatiate too far out of our province. 

(6$) Gem. xlix. 10. See ftl. tip. 441, mot. (G). (66) JKw. 

6, (67) Ibid. <ue*. 16. 

taken 
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taken from him ; he repaired and fortified It, drove the fetus 
out of it, and peopled it with his Syrian fubjedt* and from 
that time the fetus never could retake it from his fuccef- 
fors*. What havock he made in his territories, we have al- 
ready partly feen in the Syrian hiftory f. 

Th e king of Ifrael was ftill the more inveterate and (uc- 
cefsful of the two, and it is not eafy to fay, how far he 
might have carried on his conquefts againft him, had not apro- 

Jf treat ^ Ct ' )cen ^ ent ^ rom ^* 0< * t0 P ut a ^mely to ^cm. He 
ffamvhter ** a d ^ready killed in one fingle battle, 120,000 of his braveft 
of hit fubjedb, befides Maazaiab, Jbaz's fon, and fome of the 
fubjcQs. nobleft that were next his royal perfon ; and had likewife 

taken 200,000 captive women and children, whom they were- 
carrying away to Samaria ; when Oded 9 that was the pro- 
phet's name, flopped them fhort, and alked them, whether 
they did not think it enough to have made fuch a horrid and 
univerfal flaughter of their brethren, unlefs they carried away 
a much greater number into flavery ? He added, that 
though the idolatries of fudah had drawn thofe heavy 
judgments upon that unfortunate tribe, yet if they perfifted to 
carry thofe* innocent prifoners into captivity, their cruelty 
would bring down much feverer ones upon themfelves. He 
concluded, with exhorting them to be contented with the 
rich plunder they had got, and to fend their captives back 
to Jerufalem j which they at length complied with. This 
fpeech did even work fo far upon them, that they did not 
difmife them without fome fignal tokens of pity and hu- 
manity a. 

Edomaw/ Whilst jfbaz's affairs were in this difmal plight, the 
the Philif- Edomites and Philiftines did invade other parts of his land ; 

UnC J A- ^ e f° rmer °f whom carried away a great number of captives, 
vadebim. an j ^ j atter rec overed fcveral confiderable frontier towns 

from him *. In this extremity he had recourfe to his old ally 
the king^of AJJyria, whom to gain to his afliftance, he made no 
fcruple to ftrip both temple and city of all the gold and filver. 
Tiglath-pilefer received his prefents, but, inftead of coming 
to a(fitt him againft the confederate kings, he turned his 
whole ftrength againft that of Syria, under a pretence of 
caufing a diverfion (L) ; and having killed Rezin y and feized 

upon 



* 2 Kings xvi. 6. f See Vol. II. p. 290. u 2 Chron. 

xxviji. from ver. 6 to 16. * Ibid. ver. 17, 18. See alfo Vol. II. 

F. 230. 

(L) This is, at lead, the beft way to reconcile the book of Kings 

a»u that of U» axUla t the former of which fays, that he came to 

4^1 
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upon his capted,- «^tfz came thither to pay a vifit to him, upon 
what defign is not eafy to guefs. Among the curiofities which 
he few at Damafcusy he was fo taken with the elegance of a 
heathenifh altar, that he caufed a model to be taken from it, 
and to be fent to TJrijah the high-prieft, with orders, that he 
foould caufe one to be made after it, and to be fet up in the 
temple. Urij'ab dared not difobey, but caufed the altar to be 
made, and to be placed in the room of the old one, which 
had been fet up by Solomon 5 which laft was put by on the 
north Gde of it. At his return, the king, highly pleafed to His idola- 
fee his orders fo. punctually executed, offered up incenfe, and try, 
a vaft quantity of facrifices upon it; but he foon after caufed 
the temple to be fhut up, whilft he rearec} altars in every cor- 
ner of Jeryfahmi and every where elfe, to the Syrian gods, 
which he faid had been fo fuccefsful againft him ; and having 
abandoned himfelf to the moft abominable idolatries, he finifh- and death. 
ed his impious reign in the 36th year of his age, and was 
fucceeded by his fon Hexekiah ; he reigned fixteen years 7, and 
was buried in Jerujalem^ not in the fepulchre of David^ of 

y 2 Kings xvi. z. 

Abax's affiftance ; and the latter, that he did not, but rather 
ftraightned him (68). 

Some indeed (69) think, that Ahaz. put himfelf too much in 
his power, and was become a kind of dependent upon him, 
living in continual fear of being invaded by him. This is in- 
deed far from improbable, fince he left his fucceffor under an obli- 
gation of paying a tribute to the AJyrians, whofe general taxed 
him with rebellion for not paying it accordingly, as we fhall fee in 
the fequel. This made Tremellius conje&ure to be the reafon why 
he is faid to have turned the outward entry, which led from the 
royal palace to the temple (70}, namely, leRTigfatb fhould aflault 
him that way, and fo break into his palace (71). Another author 
(72) thinks that the fame fear made him remove the ^p^Q Aiujfac 9 
or covering of the fabbath, which he agrees, with us, was the 
throne on which the kings ufed to feat themfelves during the fer- 
vice of the temple ; and caufed it to be hid, left that prince mould 
carry it away with him. There might indeed be fome ground for 
it, if we had the leaft hint in the text of his coming towards Jeru- 
falem ; but as that is not the cafe, we may fuppofe, that Abaz did 
remove both that, and all that was valuable in the temple, only to 
convert it all to his own ufe. 

This Tiglatb piltfer is the fame with Ninus the younger, who 
reigned inAJ/yria 19 years, as will be feen in its proper place. 

(68) Con/, 2 Kings xvi. 7, feq. fcf 2 Cbron. xxviii. 20, 21. (69) 
Fid. Uffer. An. A. M. 3265. (70) Tremel. in he. (71)2 Kings 

xvi. 1 8. (72) Cal». Hifi % V. T. /. <r. c. 44. & */. 
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wjhich he was efteemed unworthy, but in fome other place by 
itfelf *. 

The kingdom of Ifrael all this while was in no. better 
plight than that of Judah : Peiah had paid dear for his fuc- 
cefs againft it, being murdered by Hojhta foon after his return; 
that is, in the fourth year of Aha% (M). This revolution, 
however, proved fo diftaftful to the IJraelites, that it caufed a 
kind of anarchy, which lafted almoft nine years ; during 
which time, Hojhea found it a difficult task to keep himfelf 
upon the throne : and after be had quelled thefe commotions, 



His 

trouble- 



and began to reign more peaceably, we do not find, that he 
made any hoftile attempt, either againft Abm% or his fucceflbr. 
He had indeed other bufinefs upon his hand, Shalmanefer had, 
'time rapt. by* this time, fucceeded Tiglath- pilefer \n AJfyria, and whether 

" Hojhea had been forced to make ufe of his al&ftance to fettle 
himfelf upon his throne, or whether his predeceflbr had com- 
mitted any hoftilities againft Ifrael, during his alliance with 
Abaz 9 Hofliea was by fome means, not mentioned in the text, 
become tributary to Affyria *, and was endeavouring to free 
himfelf from that yoke, by courting S$ % king of Egypt, to 
an alliance with him. This attempt proved the fource of new 
troubles, which ended at laft in the total excifion of the If* 
raelitijh monarchy, as we fhall fee very foon* 

Ik the mean time Hezekiab had afcended his father's throne, 
in the 25th year of his age, and in the rath, or as the text 
hath it, in the third year of Hojhea's reign, that is, abating 
the firft nine years of anarchy, mentioned in the laft note. It 
was not difficult for him to difcover the fource of all jfudah's 
the Flood, m i s fortunes, and the raoft effectual means to retrieve them : 

Y^ar be * s w ^ at ^ e ^ et a ^ out Wlt ^ utmoft diligence and appli- 

fore Chrift cat * oir - began with opening the temple, which his impi- 
ous father had caufed to be fhut up, and commanded the 
priefts and Levites to purify themfelves and it, and to renew 
the daily worflrip of God, according to the law of Mofes* 



Hezeki- 
Ms good 
reign. 

Year of 



727 




* 2 Chron. xxviii. ult. 



2 Kings xvii. 3, & fcq. 



(M) The text fays (73) in the 20th year of Jotbom, but as he 
reigned but 16 years (74), it can mean no more than 20 years from 
the time that he began to reign ; that is, in the fourth year of his 
ion. and fucceflbr. In the fame manner we mull underiland what is 
faid in another place (75), xknxHofbea began to reign in the 12th 
year of Abase ; by which is meant, that he did not properly begin 
to reign till then, by rcafon of the Airs and tumults which arofe after 
the murder of his predeceflbr. 



(73) 2 Kings xv. 30. (74) Ibid. ver. 33. 



(75) Ibid. xvii. r. 

Thi$ 
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This good work was begun upon the firft day of the year, it The temff 
being the fabdath b, and was finilhed on Saturday the 16 th of tpaud, and 
the fame month. The king then affembled the elders of Ju~ purified. 
4ab on the next morning, and went with them to the tem- 
ple, attended with the prieftg and LtvtUs, and a numerous 
croud of people. Here they began to offer up the proper 
offerings to expiate the fins of the nation ; after which, they 
facrificed fuch numbers of burnt and peace-offerings, that the 
priefts who affifted at the ceremony, being infufEcient for the 
fervice, were obliged to call in the Ltuites to their affiftance, 
and thefe accepted the office with the utmoft readinefs and 
joy (N). All this while the air was filled with the found of 
the trumpets, and other mufical inftruments, and with the 
voices of the fingers, who accompanied the ceremony with 
pfalms and hymns, fuitable to that extraordinary folemnity, 
which was concluded with expreffions of the utmoft joy and 
fatisfadion, both in the king and people. It could not indeed 
but be a pleafing fight, to fee a king and nation fo fuddenly 
turned from the Worfhip of the filthieft idols, to that of the 
living God <. One misfortune there was however, that the 
feafon was paft for celebrating the paflbver ; that folemnity 
was to begin on the eve of the 14th day of that month, and 
it was now the 17th ; but their zeal pointed to them an ex- 
pedient out of the law of Mofes^ where it is prefcribed, that 
thofe, who, by reafon of any legal impediment, could not 
celebrate that feftival on the firft, ihould do it on the fecond 
month f. The good king poftponed it accordingly, and j folemn' 
made ufe of that interval, to fend circular letters through pajjbver 
his whole kingdom, to invite his fubjects to beprefent at that celebrated. 
feaft, on the 14th of the next month. His piety went further j 

b 2 Chron. xxix. 3, & feq. c Ibid. p. tot. f See Vol. III. 
p. 172, note (P). 

(N) It appears by the text, that a great number of priefts had 
proved tardy in obeying the king's command, fo that they could not 
vacate at the fervice of the temple, for want of being purified, 
whilft the Levites, who had fhewed a more than ordinary diligence 
in complying with it f 76), were honoured with that office, from 
which their inferior rank excluded them. What part they did bear 
in it, doth not appear ; but we may reafonably fuppofe, that they 
helped to kill and prepare that vaft number of viftims, which were 
then offered j whilft the priefts were taken up with making the pro- 
per afperfioni with the blood, and offering the fat and flefhof them, 
as they received them at their hands. 



(76) 2 Chron. Xxix. 34. xxx. feq 
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and the mjferies, under which the idolatrous Israelites groan- 
ed, infpired him with a defire of endeavouring, at leaft, to 
Ifrael In- wor ^ a reformation in that unhappy kingdom : to this end he 
n ited to it wrote a nioft pathetic letter to them, which he fent by proper 
by the deputies, wherein he difcovered to them the fource of all their 
h'*g. misfortunes, and exhorted them to return to the worfhip of 

the true God, and to prefent themfelves before him at the 
enfujng folemnity, as the moft effectual means, not only to 
avert his future judgments, but even to obtain from him the 
gracious recalling of their unhappy brethren, whom the 
kings of Jffyria had carried into captivity d (Q). 

Whilst the king's meflengers took their progrefs from 
Dan to Beerjheba y the Jews were taken up with burning and 
demolifhing all the idols, altars, and other idolatrous monu- 
ments, which had been reared in Jerufalem, and flung them 
into the brook Kedron y fo that that metropolis was thoroughly 
Several of p Ur g e d, before the appointed feftival was come. By this 
„™/ e 9me time the city was filled with people, not only from all the 
feaft P arts °^ ^ e kingdom, but alfo from that of Ifrael^ out of the 
* y ' tribes of Jjber 9 Zebulun^ Mana£eh y and Iffacbar. Thefe did 

not indeed come in fuch numbers, there being many even of 
thefe four tribes, as well as of the other five, who made a 
jeft of the king's pious invitation 3 not that Hojbea did in any 
way oppofe it, for it doth not appear that he did : On the 
contrary, as he is recorded to have been far lefs wicked than 
any of his predeceffors e , it is probable, the bad fituation of 

may have induced him to embrace any means, that 
would render providence more propitious to him. However, 
thofe of his fubjedis, who came to the feaft, either had not had 
time enough to. purify themfelves, or, which is as probable, 
the very memory of thofe neceflary preparatives had been 
quite obliterated in Ifrael^ during fo long an interval of difufe, 
fo that they ventured to eat the paflbvcr'with the reft, with- 
out regard to the illegality of it. Some therefore acquainted 
Hezekiah with it, but the king, who had nothing more at 
heart than to cherifli their pious zeal, eafily overlooked that 
eircumftance, and only prayed to God to do the fame. How- 

1 

d 2 Chron. xxx. 6, 8c feq. e 2 Kings xvii. 2. 

(O) This fliews, that Tigktb-pilefer , or his fucceflor, had invaded 
part of Ho/bea y * kingdom ; and it is probable, that it was at this 
time that he laid ic under a tribute ; unlds we will fuppofe with 
fome authors (77), that it had began in />«/'& time: fee the next 

note. 



(77) m. Calmct. Hijl. V. T. 7m, iii . Cb, 47. ad Jin. 

c vcr 
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ever, for the fake of thofe of his own people, who were alfo 
unpurified. among whom were feveral pricfts and Levites> he 
ordered the feftival to be celebrated another feven days, that 
none might be excluded from it. This folemnity, the like 
to which had not been obferved iince the latter end of Solo- 
man's reign f, inspired the people with fuch uncommon zeal, 
that, as Toon as they were difmilTed from it, they went about 
deflxoying all the old relicks of idolatry, each in their refpec- 
tive countries, the king himfelf encouraging them by his ex- 
ample, till he had utterly cleared his kingdom from them. 
Even the very brafen ferpent, which Mofes had caufed to be ^ 
fet up in the wildernefs s , did Hezekiah caufe to be broken in 
pieces, becaufe he found, that the people had offered incenfc 
to it, and in contempt called it Nehujhtan y that is, a piece 
ef brafs fc . 

His next care was to reftore all the branches of the worfhip 
of God, to make an exait fcrutiny into the genealogies of the 
priefts, Levites, and mulicians, in order to fettle their feveral 
claflcs, according to David's model. He provided for their 
maintenance by reviving the laws of Mofes^ concerning the 
firft fruits, tythes, redemption, vows, and fuch like, relating 
to the Levitical revenues, and appointed proper officers for 
receiving them, fo that by Qtlober following, by which time 
all the fruits are brought in, they had received their income, 
and proper diftribution had been made of it among them 1 . 
Hezekiah^ all this while', was hlcflcd with fuccefs equal to his 
piety ; and as foon as he found himfelf ftrong enough to free 
himfelf from the tribute, which the Sljfyrians had forced from 
his predereflbr, he withheld his hand from paying it, and turn- 
ed his forces againft the PbUtJiines^ over whom he got fuch ^*fac- 

ble advantages, that he regained, with ufury, all that ^ J 
they had gotten during Abaz*s unhappy reign f . 

11* fared quite othervvife with the kingdom of lfrael y and ffracl in 
Hojhcay little thinking how near it was come to its final pc- vatft J. 
tiod, was only thinking how to free it from the djfyrian bon- 
dage. But Shalmanefer^ who kept, no doubt, a watchful eye 
over him, did foon difcover and break all his meafurcs. To 



confideral 



work his overthrow more effectually, and that he might leave 
no enemy behind to flop his progrefs, he took care to fecurc 
the land of Moah, by razing their two chief cities * y accord- 
ing to IJaiab's prophefy denounced three years before i, and 
laying wafte all that land, and that of lfracl* till he was come 

f 2.Chron. xxx. paff. 6 Num. xxi. 8. & feq. h 2 Kir £3 
xviii. 4. 1 2 Chron. xxxi. pan*", f Sec Vol. N. p. 230. ^ Ibid, 
p. 96. See alio Uhier's Ann. fub A. M. 3^0. 1 Jfai. xv t. 

to 
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Samaria to the gates of Samaria, and had laid dole fiegfe to it. Hojhea^ 
le/oged who had not been able to make head againft him, had how- 
ami taken, ever fo well fortified himfelf in that city, that it held out al- 

inoft three years againft the Affyrian king. The text gives us 
no further particulars, either of this fiege or war, except 
that, after the taking of that metropolis, the reft of the 
kingdom was forced to fubmit to the conqueror, and that 
both the king and all his fubje&s were carried away into cap- 
tivity, and difpofed of into the lame provinces of that empire, 
whither their brethren had been fent in a former reign (P) ; 
but we have a dreadful account of it io Ibme of the prophets, 
who defcribe the diftrefi of the people in the ftrongeft terms *. 
The Affyriam committed the moft horrid cruelties againft their 
captives, ripping up their pregnant women, and dafhing their 
children againft the ground Q j and, having reduced Samaria 
into a heap of rubbifh A , and laid wafte all the land, returned 
home laden with the fpoil of IfraeU As for the land into 
which the ten tribes were carried, it has been fought in vain 
by the learned of all ages ; what the moft probable con- 
jecture is concerning it, will be beft feen in the next chap* 
ter. This was the fad and fatal end of the Ifraelitijh king* 
dom ?, after it had ftood divided from that of Judah 254 
years *• It happened in the 6th year of Hez\ekiah y and in the 
9 th of Hojhea. A great number, however, of the IfraeU tes . 
did efcape with their lives, fome into Egypt, and a much 
greater number into the kingdom of Judah; where they 

* 

» Hof. paff. n xiii. 16. • Micah. i\ 6. & alib. * z Kingi 
xvii. paff. * Vid. Usser. Ann. in A. M. 3**3. See alfo VoL 
III. p. 435. 

(P)Thc firftbook of the Chronicles tells us, that God (tirred up 
Tul and Tiglath pilnefcr, kings of AJfyria, againft the impious If 
raelites, and that the latter did carry away the two tribes and half 
from beyond Jordan, and fent thorn into the countries of Hala 9 
Habor, and Mora, and to the river Gozan (7%). And the book 
of Tobit adds, that the tribe of Napbtali, of which 7abit was, be- 
ing carried away by Enemejfar, who is the fame with Shalmanefer, 
was placed in the province of Media, and himfelf in the capital of 
it, called Rages, where he left ten talents with his kinfman (79), 
What thofe countries were, which we mentioned out of the Chro- 
nicles, and how they are under flood, belongs to another chapter j 
but it is plain by this, that there was at leaft a double invafion tf 
the land of 1/rael by the AJfyrians, and a double captivity. 



i (78; C6. a/. u!t. (79) Ch, i p a jr 
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weaned thcmfelves by degrees from their former idolatries and 
rebellion, and became fubje&s to Hezekiah and his fucceffors. 
On the other hand, the Affyrians^ Jofephus fays Shalmenefer* y 
but it was more probably his fucceftbr, lent colonies from fe- 
veral of their provinces, but chiefly from Cuthah, to repeople* 
the land of Ifrael, from whence thefe new inhabitants came to 
be called Cutbeans f (Qj m 

Hezekiah, all this while, had enjoyed a profound peace in 
his kingdom ; and Sennacherib, the new king of Affyria 9 
contenting himfelf with the tribute which both he and his 
predeceflbr paid to him, had fuffered him to enjoy the fruits 
of his piety and conquefts ; but as foon as he found him 
to fail in it, he came againft him with fuch a powerful army, 
and took from him fuch a number of fortified cities, in fo 
fhort a time, as feemed to threaten nothing lefs than the to- 
tal ruin of the whole kingdom. Hezekiah, who faw his er- 
ror too late, had no way left to retrieve it, but by a fpeedy 
fubmiflion ; he fent an embafly to Sennacherib, acknowledg- 
ing his fault, and promifing him to fubmit to whatever terms 
he fbould impofe upon him 5 and accompanied it with the 
xicheft prefents, for which he was forced to ftrip the temple 
and his own treafury of all their filver and gold; This wrought 
fo well upon the conqueror, at leaft for the prefent, that he 
returned with his army, without inflicting any other penalty,, 
than a yearly tribute of 300 talents of filver, and 30 talents 
of gold. But this refpite, though fo dearly bought, did not 

1 Ant. 1. ix. c. 14. f 2 Kings xvii. 24. Vid, Jose ph. ub. fup. 

/Qj The text adds (80), that thefe new colonies were like to 
have been deftroyed by lions, Jofephus fays by peftilence (81), 
upon their very firft fettlement, for their difregard to God ; fo 
that they were forced to fend into Jffyria, to defire the king to 
fend them fome Ifraelitifb prielts, to inftrutt them how to wor- 
(hip and appeafe him. This being complied with, they fet thcm- 
felves immediately about it, but without forfaiting the worftup of 
their own gods, which they had brought from their refpective 
countries. And here began a new kind of religion, not unlike 
that of the 1/raeJites ; confifting in the worfhip of the true God, 
and of a number of falfe deities'. Hence fprang that mutual ha- 
tred between the Jewt and Samaritans, the former abominating 
even the name of the latter, and thefe always difclaimingany kin- 
dred with them in time of adverfity, though forward enough to 
claim it in time of profperity (,82). 

(80) 2 Kings xvii, ZS,&/'1* (80 Ant. L ix. c. 14. (82) 

laft 
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laft long ; for the treacherous Ajfyrian king, who continued 
ftill at Lachijhj did foon after fend his army, under the 
command of Tartan^ Rabfaris, and Rab/hakeh, dire£Uy a- 
gainft Jerufalem\ fo that He%ekiah faw himfelf in much 
greater danger than ever of loling his kingdom and liberty, 
if not his life. 

Whilst thefe were coming againft him, the king made 
all proper preparations for a brave defence ; he fortified the 
city, repaired the wall of it, furrounded it with another 
wall, fenced it with towers, and laid in good ftore of arms 
and provifions for the liege. He likewife caufed all the foun- 
tains about the city to be Hopped, and the courfe of the brook 
Gihortj which watered all that region, to be turned another 
way, to cut off, as much as poffible, all fupply of water from 
the enemy. This done, he called together all his chief of- 
ficers to one of the gates of the city ; and exhorted them, in 
a grave and pious fpeech, to rely wholly upon God, to be- 
have with becoming valour, and by no means to bedifcouraged 
at the number and ftrength of the faithlels Ajfyrians +. It 
is not, indeed, eafy to determine, whether all this was done 
before his recovery from a dangerous illnefe, or after it, more 
probably the latter, and that his imminent danger, and the 
treachery of Sennacherib , brought it upon him ; for about 
this time he was feized with a dangerous difeafe (R), and 
forewarned by the prophet Ifalah to fet his affairs in order, 
fince he would certainly die of it. The good king, who, 
about a year or two before, had received a fevere reproof 
from that prophet, and probably alfo about the fame time 
from Micah the Moraflnte^ for trufting too much upon E- 
gyptj and feeking for help from thence c , received the dread- 
ful fummons with inexpreffible grief, not doubting, in all 
likelihood, but that he had provoked God by it to fliorten 
his days, he being then but in the 38th year of his age u . 
"Jofephus attributes this exceflive forrow to another caufe, 
namely, his dying then without an heir to fucceed him w ; 
which is not at all improbable, becaufe his fon was but twelve 

f 2 Kings xviii. 13, & feq. 1 Comp. 2 Kings xvifi. zi- 
2 Chr. xxxii. 24, & feq. Jfai. xxx, & feq. & Jerem. xxvi. 18- 
* Comp. 2 Kings xviii. and the laft note. w Ant. L x. c. i* 

(R) This difeafe, if we may guefs at it by the remedy which 
the prophet applied to it, and by ihe fpeedinefa of the cure, feems 
10 have been a kind of quincy, or impofthume in hi* throat, 
which was happily broke by the lump of dried figs. 

years 



Chap. 7. /* /^Bahylonifh Captivity. 

years old when he afcended the throne x . As foon, there- 
fore, as the prophet was gone, Hezekiah turned himfelf to- 
wards the walli and addrefled himfelf to God in the moft 
humble and pathetic terms, accompanied with a flood of 
tears, which proved fuch powerful advocates with the divine 
mercy, that the prophet, who was fcarce got out of the 
palace, was commanded by God to return, and carry the 
dying monarch the joyful news of his recovery, which would 
prove fo fpeedy that he fhould be able, within -three days, 
to goto the temple, and pay his thanks to God for it. And* 
as a farther proof of the efficacy of his prayer,' Jfaiah was 
bid to aflure him, that his life fhould be prolonged fifteen 
years, and himfelf and his kingdom be delivered from the 
impending danger 1 (S). 

These glorious promifes did not, how.ever, gain credit 
with the defponding king ; he could not eafily recoi^cilq two 
fuch different meflages from the fame prophet;, and there- 
fore thought, that he had a right to infift upon fome more fignal 
proof to aflure him of the laft. The prophet foon obtained, 
by his prayers, fuch an authentic proof, as fhould at once 
convince, both him and his whole kingdom, that it was 
backed with- the divine fandion. It was a retrogradation of 
ten degrees of the fun's fhadow, by the dial of the royal pa- 
lace (T) 1 after which a cataplafm of dried figs was effec- 
tually 

* See 2 Kings xd. I. J 2 Kings xx. 1, & feq. Ifai. xxxviii. 

(S) This fickneftof the king is, indeed, poftponed in. the fa- 
cred hiftdfy, and related after that of his deliverance from the 
AJJyrian holt ( 2$ J ; but it is plain, that it miift have happened 
before it ; i. becaufe the prophet allures the king from God, both 
of that deliverance, and of his recovery ; and, 2. becaufe he pro- 
mifes him an' addition of fifteen years reign (84). Now Heze- 
kiah reigned but twenty nine years in all (85), from whicli the 
fifteen being fubtra&ed, if is plain, that he fell ill in the 14th 
year of his rei^n, which was the year in which the king of Af- 
fyria began to invade his kingdom (86). 

(T) The text runs literally thus in the original ; and the Lord 

brought back thejhadenu of the fltps, or degrees, nvbich nuas gone daw* 
by the dial, or degrees of Abesz, ten degrees or Jlefs (87), which 
we purpofely take notice of here, as we did before of a paralkl 

(83) 2 Kings xx. r, tf/ef Ifai. xxxviii. 1, 6f /eg. (84) 2 Kings 
ibid. ver. 6. (85) Ibid ch. iviii. 2. (86) Ibid. vcr. 13. 
vid. Uflcr. fnb A. M. 3291./. 70. (87) 2 King*xx. 1 1. 
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tualljr applied by the prophet's direction ; and the king, thui 
happily recovered by the time appointed, compofed that noble 

pfalm, 

iniracle f, to Ihew/that the facred hiftorian had exprefled him 
in fuch terms, as were within reach of the vulgar, and yet very 
compatible with the folar fyilem now commonly received. 

It is true, that Ifaiah, who relates the Story in almoft the fame 
words, and mentions only theihadow, when he put it to the king's 
optkn, whether it fliculd go backwards or forwards, doth add, 
that the fun went back ten of the degrees which he had gone (88). 
But it is plain, that he intends no more than the rays of it. Thus 
the p la I m! ft fays i the fun Jball not hurt thee by day, nor the moon by 
night (89) j and in Jonah, that the fun beat upon his head (90 J, 
by which can be only meant his beams. There is nothing more 
common than that exprefllon in all languages, the fun comes in 
at fuch a window, or fuch a part of the. houfe, and the like. 
The words, therefore, of the prophet may be naturally rendered 
thus, and the beams of the fun (being miraeuloufly inflected) eaufed 
the Jbadonv to go batk over ten of the degrees, or fteps, which it had 
pa/?, ufon Jhax's dial, or flight of Heps. This was miracle fuf- 
ficicnt to convince the doubtful king, without magnifying, or ra- 
ther multiplying, it, . aa many of the fathers, and others after 
them, have done. 

For to fuppofe, as they do, that the whole fabric of the uni- 
verfe went back, or even that the earth alone did fo, was not 
only necdlefs, becaufe the bufinefs was not to lengthen the day, 
as it was in Jojbua, but only to put the (hadow b&ck fo many 
degrees : but it feems to carry a further abfurdity ; for either this 
extraordinary motion muft have been caufed all at once, which, 
confidering the velocity of the earth's motion, much more that 
of the univerfe round it, is fcarcely conceivable ; or if it was 
done gradually, \t would hardly have been perceived, in cafe He- 
xckiab had chofen to have the lhadow go forward infold of back- 
ward. By the tenor, however, of the whole hiftory, itj feems, as 
if the thing was done in an inftant A and not gradually. What 
need then is there to fuppofe, that Qod did huerpofc his mira- 
culous power, to caufe fuch a retrogreflipn, even in the bare 
earth, when the end might be anfwered by the folc inflection mi 
the fun's rays ? To fay that either of them was equally eafy*o 
an omnipotent power, is too unphilo/pphical to defarye $n an- 
fwer, becaufe it were abfurd to fuppofe, that God acls with left 
crconomy in his fupernatural, than he doth in his. natural, WPtka. 

This hypothefis of the inflection of the rays, which is now the 
moft received, becaufe attended with feweft difficulties, will 
Cive us a great many" necdlefs enquiries, fuch are thofie that fol- 

f See Pol III. p. 72. not. (G). (88) Ifai. xxxviii. 8. 

(89) Pfai. exxi. 6. (90) Jonah iv . 8, 

low ; 
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pfalm, wherein he exprefles the exquifitenefs.of his anguifh 
tnd grief, . acknowledges the infinite mercy of his divine de- 
li veier, 

low ; What portion of time is implied by fchofe ten degrees : How 
much the day was lengthened by it: Whether this miraculous 
irregularity was afterwards recovered, and the courfe of nature 
was again haflened by the tune miraculous power to its priftine 
harmony, either by fubtra&ing as much from the night as had 
been added to the day, or by any other way : Whether the mi- 
racle was- felt ail the world over, or only in Judea-: And many 
more of the like nature. 

The J*ws f indeed, who" a re ever ready to help us at a pinch, 
do- tell us, that, God, who had already mortened one day by ten 
hours, when wicked Abax died, that there might be no mourning 
made for him, did only reftore the univerfe in ftatu quo upon this 
occafion. But fuch an expeditious way of anfwering all thofe en- 
quiries will . fcarcely be allowed of by any but Jew* However, 
archbifhop Ujbsr, who believed; that the whole frame of heaven 
went backward at this time, doth yet obferve, (hat the divine 
providence fo ordered it, that the content and ever felf-like mo- 
tion and harmony of the heavenly bodies, did receive no* hin- 
drance from it ; he proves it by three previous eclipfes of the 
moon, out of PtaUmy, whole calculation, being traced back from 
this time, coincides as exa£Uy with the Chaldean account, as if 
no fuch retrogreffion had happened in nature (91); But is not 
this multiplying the miracle without any neceffity ? 

But what confirms ftiil farther our opinion, that all the whole 
miracle confifted in the bare reverfion of the fun's beams, is, that 
if either the fun or the earth be fuppofed to have gone back fo 
many degrees, it mud have been perceived, all over the world. 
But the contrary feems plain to us, from the embafly which Me- 
rodacb-Baladan fent to Htxekiab, to inform himfelf about this mi- 
raculous phoenomenon (92 j ; for if it had been feen at Babylon, 
there would have been no ricceffity for fending into Jud<ea to> 
know the truth of it; and it is hardly to be fuppofed, that he 
fent thither to be informed about the caufe of it. The Babylo- 
nians were muqh better aftronomers than the Jtws, or rather, thefe 
laft were known to be perfettly ignorant of. that fcience, as we 
have feen el fe where rf-. It feems then much more probable, that 
this retrogreffion was only felt about Judaa ; and if fo, it caa- 
not be better accounted for, than by fuppofing an inflexion of 
the fun's rays. 

We need not add, that if it had been felt all the world over, 
or even beyond Judtea, we mould certainly find fome footfteps of 
it in profane hiftory, it being hardly to be fuppofed, that fo re- 

(91) Sub A. M. 3291. p. j j. i$z)Fid. 2 Chron, xxxii. 31. 
I Sa V*L 111 p. 426. 
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liverer, and promifes to be everlaftingly thankful for it. 
The next part of the prophet's promife; the delirerance from 

the 

markabTc a change could go unobferved, or an recorded, at a time 
when the world did yield fo many good aftronomers and biftdriana ; 
or that the memory of it fhould be fince entirely loft, when we 
can find fo many footfteps of the fan's Handing ftill in Jojbwft 
time, that is, upwards of 730 years before (93). For thefe rea- 
fons, we fhall wave all farther enquiries which refult from the 
other fide of the queftion, and only add fome few remarks con- 
cerning the moft probable figure of the dial in the text. 

And here let it be cohfidered, 1. That the original, JTDlfiD 
Megkaloth* doth lignify no more' than fteps or flairs j z. That the 
Septuagint and Cbaldee paraphrafts render it, the former a*a$abptiv<; 9 
and the latter by ^ygf VJtf a ft one of time, accordingly j 3. That 
th6 Jew did not reckon Sy, or had even a name for hours, be- 
fore the captivity (94) j 4;. that the invention of gnomon dials 
is reckoned of much later date, it being attributed to Anaximander % 
who did not flourifh till almoft 200 years after Heztkiah ; and 
laftly, That there is not a word of a fun-dial in all the writings 
of Homer . All thefe will at leaft amount to a flrong preemp- 
tion, that it mull have been a kind of fteep afcent, leading up to 
the gate of the palace, and marked at proper diftances with 
figures, mewing the divifion of the day ; rather than a regular 
piece of diafc-work. 

We have indeed a much finer defcription of it in Groti&s, out 
of one Rabbi Eliab Chomer, who pretends, that it wa« a regular 
globe placed in the center of a hollo w hem ifp here, on which were 
drawn, at proper diftances, the fevera! lines which divided the day 
into 2d parts (95) ; bur who can believe, after what Ms been ob- 
served above, that fuch a curious and compound piece of art could 
be the product of thofe early times ? for our part, we cannot think, 
that even this flight of fteps was originally deiigned by the archi- 
tect to fcrve both for that and for a fun-dial 2 on the contrary 
it feems to us more probable upon the whole, that the latter ufe was 
owing to obfervation. Some ornaments, fuch as pyramids, obelifks, 
flower pots, and the like, might have been placed upon the rails 
or battlements of the afcent, whofe fhadow being in time ob- 
ferved to go over thofe fteps, at certain periods of the day, might 
naturally induce fome curious obferver to mark down the feverU 
portions of the day ; firft into four parts, according to the J*<wijb 
Cuftom of dividing it, and then into as many fubdivifions as was 
thought proper ; fo that all that we think is meant in the text 
before us, is, that the fhadow of the obelifk, or whatever other 
ornament <Jid ferve inftead pf a gnomon, went back again over 

^93) J°rt)' *• it. $** et/fo Vol III. p. 72, fcf fca. (9+) S?o 
fy. Ill p. 427. (95) Fid. Grof. iff he. ' 

ten 



Chap. 7 



to the BabyloriUh Captivity. 



The 



die AJJyrlan power, did not remain long unfulfilled, 
generals prefented themfelves at the foot of the city wall, to 
demand a parly with Hezekiah's minifters j and as foon as 
thefe appeared upon the battlements, attended with vaft crouds 
of people, who came to hear the purport of their meflage, 
Rabjhakeh addrefled himfelf to them in a haughty and threaten- 
ing fpeech, filled with the bittereft inve£tives and opprobrious 
language, not only againft the king, but even againft the God 
of IfraeL It was fpoken in the Hebrew tongue, to injeft 
the greater terror into the liftening people ; and when they 
were defired to fpeak in Syriac to them, inftead of com- 
plying with their requeft, they only renewed their threat- 
nings of reducing the kingdom to the worft extremities, un- 
lefs they prevented it by a timely yielding of themfelves cap* 
tives to the great Sennacherib *. 

This vapouring fpeech was, by the king's order, anfwer- 
ed only by a deep filence ; but the AJfyrian generals being 
foon after informed, that their mailer was forced to go back 
to defend his own territories againft Tirhakahy king of Ethi- 
epia y who was then invading him ; they left Jerufalem arid 
marched dire£Hy after him. But before Sennacherib departed Senna- 
from Lachijh^ he fent a threatning letter to Hezeiiab, to aP cherib'/ 
fure him, that if he ftill perfifted in his refufal of yielding him- proud let' 
felf his captive, he would ihortly come again with double ter m 
fury againft him, and make him feverely feel the effeife of 
his own folly and vain confidence in his God, whom he 
Should find as weak and impotent againft his irrefiftible pow* 
er, as thofe of many other nations had hitherto proved. As 
foon as the king had read the letter, he went up to the temple, 
accompanied with his chief minifters, and fpread it before the 
Lord, and in the humbleft^ terms, befought him, that ho 
would make good his late promifes, and vindicate his honour 

3 2 Kings xviii. 17, to the end- z Chron. xxxii. 9, & fcq. 
Ifaiah xxxvi, 2, & feq. xxxvii. 1. ad 10. 

ten of thofe fteps, which it had already pad. But what portiom 
of time the ftiadow did ufually take in going over thofe fteps, is im- 
poffible to determine ; however, though we have ventured to de- 
liver this our opinion, as the refult of what we find written upon 
the fubjefl ; yet, for the fatisfa&ion of fuch of our readers, as de- 
fire to be further informed about it, we ihall refer them to the 
authors quoted in the margin (96). 

(96) Cyril. Alex. fcf Hieron. in loc. & in Ifaiah xxxviii. 8. 

Scalig. Grot. Vatabl. Munft. Salmaf. Gafpar. Sanftius, Le Cierc, 

£alm*t, si. 
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again ft his infolcnt and blafphemous enemy, who had dared 
to level the God of heaven to the fenfelefs idols of the more 
fenfelefs heathen. He had fcarce ended his prayer, when he 
received a gracious anfwer by the prophet Ifaiah y importing, 
that though Sennacherib would certainly bring back his forces 
againft Jerusalem, yet God would fo protect it againft them, 
that they flxould not fhoot an arrow againft, nor open a trench 
before it ; that this proud infulting enemy fhould be forced to 
flee with fliame and late, and fall at length by the fword in 
his own land. This prophefy was like wife foon after verifi- 
ed. Sennacherib returned againft Judah y flufhed with his late 
victory over the Ethiopians % and breathing death and deftruc* 
His mir*- t " >n » againft the whole kingdom ; but before he could have 
£U f ous 0 , time to commit any hoftilicies againft it, the bell part of his 
ver throw, army was fmitten by an angel in one night, Jofepbus feys with 

peftilence b, infomuch that 18 5,000 of them were found dead 
by the next morning. This dreadful judgment; did fo alarm 
the proud Affyrian monarch, that he retired with the utmoft 
confuUon and fpeed into his own capital, where he was foon 
after affrflinated by two of his fons, and fucceeded by a 
third c. Thus was Ifaiah 9 s prophefy exactly fulfilled againft 
that blafphemous tyrant.*, and the kingdom delivered from 
the moft imminent danger. As for Hezekiahy though one 
would expe&, that fo many extraordinary bleffings would have 
infpired him with fentiments of the deepeft gratitude, yet they 
wrought a quite different effe£t upon him ; fo that, inftead 
of acknowledging the amazing goodnefc of his great deliverer, 
he fuffered himfelf to be fo elated, that he brought a train of 
evils upon himfelf and kingdom, which, however, upon hi» 
repentance, were adjourned till after his death e . Hezeii- 
ah was a pious prince, but vanity feems to have been his 
predominant paffion, and to have been f welled to an unreafon*- 
able height by fuch a wonderful feries of fuccefTes ; and God 
made ufe of the following juncture, at once to make him 
fenfible, and to cure him of it. 

The king had, about this time, received* a fpecial em- 
feafly from Berodach r or, as Ifaiah calls him, Merodach-Ba- 
iadan, king of Babylon^ to congratulate him upon his late 
fuccefs and recovery, and to inform himfelf about the prodigy 
of the fun's retrogreflion f ; and, as his fuccefs and the fpoiis 
of his enemy had made him exceedingly rich, he took a par- 

a See Uflbtr'sArm. fub A. M. 3 292. ex Ifaiah c. xviii. & xx. bAnt. 
1. x. c. 2. c 2 Kings xix. i, 3c feq. to the end. 2 Chron. xxxii. 

1 ad 22. Ifaiah xxxvi, xxxvii. * ^bid. • 2 Chron. xxxii. 

2 26. t Ibid. ver. 3 1 . 
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ticiilar pleafure in entertaining the embafiadors with a light of 
all the weald), grandeur, and ftrength of his court and king- 
dom (V). This brought Ifaiah to the king, who had no 
fooner acquainted him with his own weaknefs and oftentation, 
than he received this dreadful mefiage from God ; that thofe 
very Babylonians^ whofe eyes he had glutted with all the glo- 
ry of his kingdom, would, in a fhort time, not only ftrip it 
of all that was valuable in it, but even carry away captive 
fome of his off-fpring, and make them eunuchs in their mo- 
narch's palace ; at which Hezekiah was brought to fuch a 
fenfe of his overfight, that he acknowledged the mildnefs of 
the fentence, fince he was fuffered to end his days in peace g . 
Among others of his public a&s, he is recorded to have made 
a large pool and a conduit, to fupply Jerufalem with water ; 
and to have been an encourager of husbandry, himfelf having 
numberlefs flocks and herds in his own pafture-grounds, be- , 
fides vines, and other grounds. He died in peace, in the* e °° 9 
54th year of his age and 29th of his reign, according to the 
words of the prophet, and was buried in the chief eft of the fe- f ore 
pulchres of the fons of David. His funeral obfequies were Qirift 
performed with uncommon magnificence, not only in the6 Q ^. 
.city, but alfo throughout the whole kingdom h (W J. 

Manajfeh was but 12 years of age when he fucceeded ffi- 
zefiabz and, whether he was naturally vicious, or fell into 
the hands of wicked counfellors, we may date the ruin both' 




9 2 Kings xx. 12, &feq. Ifaiah 

xx. 20. 5c 2 Chron.xxxii. 32, & feq. 



* Comp. 2 Kings 



C V) The jubilee year feema likewife to have been about this 
time (97) 1 at which folemnity there flocked a vaft concourfe of 
people to Jervfyltmy which could not but add very much to the 
magnificence of that court and metropolis ; becaufe upon fuch oc- 
cafions the wealthy men of the kingdom were ufed to pour their 
rich prefcnts into the temple, cfpeciaHy after fuch fignal fucceffes 
and deliverances as they had lately had ; and the text fays, that 
they did fo accordingly (98}. 

(W) Befides the prophets Ifaiah and Micab % of whom we have 
had occasion to fpealc, Nahum did likewiie prophefy in the days of 
Htxokiah. It is he, who foretold the dreadful deduction of Nine* 
<u*h % which happened afterwards in the days of Jofiab, and de- 
fences it in the mod lively colours, comparing it to that of N* 9 a 
populous city in Lower Egypt* lately taken by the Affyriant % who 
committed the moft horrid cruelties azainft her inhabitants (qq). 



Fid. Usser. in A. M. 3295. (98) s Ckrm, xxxii. *j, 

of 
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of the kingdom and religion from the fatal day of his afcend* 
ing the throne. He feems not only to have ftrove to outdo 
all his predeceflbrs in wickednefs, idolatry, tyranny, and fa* 
crilege, but even to have fhewed an impious emulation to 
undo all that his pious father had done, and to a& in dire£fc 
oppofition to him. Hezekiah's firft care had been to root 
out all idolatry out of his kingdom, and to reftore the wor- 
fliip of God, and the fervice of the temple, to its priftinc 
order and fplendor. His gracelefc fon, on the contrary, made 
it his ftudy to banifh religion and morality out of it, and to 
revive all the old idolatry, and to introduce new and unheard 
of deities, idols, and ceremonies ; befides witchcraft, force- 
ries, and every wicked cuftom, that was u(ed among the 
Heathen far and near. Baal became now the favourite ob- 
ject of his worfhip ; the fun, moon, planets, and a vaft mul- 
titude of other heathenifh gods, had alfo their altars and 
groves erected to them, both in Judah and in Jerufalem. 

Idolatries. Moloch and the valley of Hinnom became more frequented 

than ever j the impious king encouraging his fubje&s to fa- 
crifice their children there, as Jhaz had done before. But 
' the moft execrable piece of wickednefs and facrilege, was his 

Sacrilege, introducing the vileft of idolatries into the very temple of 

God, and caufing a graven, image of the grove 9 a filthy idol, 
worfhipped with the filthieft ceremonies, to be fet up in the 
.mod facred (X) place 5 as if he had defigned to drive the 
God of Ifrael out of his habitation, and to difclaim at once 
all thofe great bleffings, which he had promifed to David 
and Solomon* and to all that did worfhip him there 

For thefe abominations he was often and feverely reproved 
by feveral prophets, who foretold him, that he was provok- 
ing God to bring fuch dreadful defolations upon him and his 
kingdom ; that ferufalem would become like a difli, that i» 
wiped clean and turned upfide down. But thefe threatnjng* 

1 2 Sam. vii. 13. 1 Kings viii. 29. ix. 3, &al. pafT. 

♦ 

(X) Some think, that he did even caufe the ark to be taken out 
of the moft holy place, to make room for his molten idol ; becaufe 
it is faid in the Chronicles, that Jofiah did order the Levites to de- 
jpofite it again into its place (100) ; but from the words which do) 
immediately follow, it Jhall he no longer a burden upon four Jboulders, 
7 or unto you, we are more inclined to think, that the priefts had 

timely conveyed rt out of the fancluary before the idol was brought 
in i and that it hid belch kepi in their cuftody till Jofiah?* reign: 

(ibo) a Cfrrw. *xxv. 3* 

Were 
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were lb far from reforming, that they hardened him the more, 
and made him feek only for the moft violent means to filence 
not only thofe prophets, but all that dared to exprefs a diflike 
to his impieties. Jerufalem became foon after the fcene of His mur* 
the moft horrid cruelties, which Manajfeh^ now become a ty- ders and 
rant of the firft magnitude, caufed to be exercifed on pro- tyranny. 
phets and priefts, nobles and people, indifferently, till he had 
filled that metropolis with blood and with butchered bodies, 
from the one end to the other k . At length providence was 
pleated to put a lignal ftop to his bloody career, by delivering 
him into the hands of fome of the chief commanders of the 
AJfyrian army, who came upon him fo fuddenly, that, fee- 
ing no way to efcape, he went and hid himfelf in a thicket. His mifer- 
He was, however, foon brought out of it, and loaden with a ^ e c*pti- 
chains, carried away into Babylon^ and there caft into a dun- v *9* 
geon by Effar-haddon or Ajjaradin, king of AJfyria^ who, 
according to Ptolemy 9 * canon, had made himfelf matter of 
Babylon about fix years before, and was by this time become 
fole monarch over both empires 1. 

The text doth neither tell us how this was done, whether 
by an open invafion, or, which Teems more likely* by fome 
fudden incurfion, nor in what year of Manajfch's reign it 
happened ; the yews affirm, that it was in the 2 2d year, in 
which they are followed by the generality of our annalifts. 
However that be, the diftrefted king foon opened his eyes to 
all his mifcarriages and impieties, which his profperity would 
not fuffer him to fee ; and, in the bitternefs of his foul, did 
fend fo many deep fighs to heaven, fo humble an acknow- 
ledgment of his fault, and fuch earneft prayers for mercy and 
pardon, that he at length obtained both that, and a happy de- ReftoredtQ 
liverance out of his captivity (Yj. How long his imprifon- his liberty. 

ment 

* See 2 Kings xxi. i. ad 16. 2 Chron. xxxiii. 1. ad 10. 1 See 
Usher fub A.M. 3323. 

(Y) Thefe remarkable circumftances are not mentioned in the 
book of Kings , which fays only that He reigned fifty five years, 
without taking notice either of his captivity, repentance, or refor- 
mation. All thefe particulars arc only found in the Chronicles ( 1 ). 

Archbifhop TJJbcr obferves (2), from the following chapters out 
of the fame author, that the kingdom of I/rael had not been fo 
far emptied of its inhabitants, but that there was a confiderable 
remnant of them left behind, the fai; greater part of whom were 
carried away captive about the fame time, and perhaps by the 



(1) Ibid, xxxiii. n.V/if. (2) Sub A. M. 3327. 
VoL, IV. M famo 
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His reptn- mrat lafted (Z), or by what means he regain*} his liberty, 
tance ard the text dpth not lay ; thuf much is plain from it, that from 
reformats the greateft firmer, he returned the greateft penitent (A), 
oft. and from the bloodieft tyrant, became one of the beft mo- 

narchs. So that after his return, be bcftowed his whole time 
and application in repairing the damages, which his impiety 

fame forces, which took Memajfeh prifoner. This laft and total 
captivity, that prelate thiols to have been foretold by J/atab about 
fixty five years before againft lfrael y under the name of Epbraim 
f3)« We read, indeed, of feveral Ifraelitijb tribes being invited to 
the paflbver at Jenifalem in a fucceeding reign, but we take them 
to be thofe who came and fhehered themfelves in the kingdom of 
Judah, during the fiege of Samaria, to efcape being carried into 
bondage by the Affyrian king ; as we hinted under the laft reign. 

(Z) Some will have it, that it lafted as long as Bjfar-haddon liv- 
%d, that is, as our chronologers compute it, about fix years (4). 
J.ofephus only fays, that the king of Babylon gave him his liberty, 
after fome time, but doth not fay how long (5) i bat the general 
opinion is, that he was fet free in the very famfc. yea* that he was 
taj^en. prifoner. This is alio the opinion of tlje Taltnudjfls, who 
glace^bbth his repentance and imprifonment in the 34th year of his 
age ; and this fcems the more probable of the two, becaufe the 
author of the book of Kings makes no mention of this captivity, 
but allows him his fifty five years reign, as if no fuch thing had 
happened to him. 

(A) We have a prayer among the apocryphal books of the old 
teftament, intituled, The prayers of Manaffeh king of Judah, when 
he was bolden captive in Babylon, which, if it was penned by him, 
ex.preffes the greatnefs of his guilt, repentance, and mifery , in the 
fl;rongeft terms ; particulary, withrefpeft to thelaft, it has this ex- 
preflion, That he was fo loaded with iron bands, that he could not 
lift up his head. But we have a more authentic proof of thefe, 
the wonderful change that was wrought in him ; though we fhould 
be loth to deny, that this prayer was compofed by him, during his 
imprifonment, becaufe we find an expreflion in the book of Chroni- 
cles (6), which (hews, at leaft, that there was fome fuch prayer of 
his compofing kept upon record ; and it is fcarce poflible to pen 
one more expreflivc of his mifery and repentance, than this we are 
fpeaking of. 

It was alfo about this time, or foon after it, that the fiege of 
Betbulia happened, at which Ho lof ernes was treacheroully murdered 
by yuditb ; but as the llory is apocryphal, and has no connexion 
with the hiflory of the kings oiJudaJj, we mail Ay no more of it 
here. 



f 3) I/hi. <vii. 8. (4^ ft J, U flier. *&. fup. Cajmet. Hi ft. V. 

T.fub. sL M. 3310, C5) dnt. I. x. c. 4. (6) 2 Cbrots. 
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had cauied, both in religion and in his kingdom. One df his 
firft cares was to clear the fan&uary and the court of the tem- 
ple of thofe idols which he had caufed to be fet up there, 
and which the priefts had not had the courage br power to re- 
move during his abfence ; and to reftore the fervice of it to 
its antient order andfplendor. He then fent circular letters 
throughout his kingdom, exhorting his fubjects to follow his 
example, and to demolifti all the groves, altars, and idols, 
which had been reared during the former part of his reign, 
and this was readily complied with alfo by the people every 
where ; only the high places were left untouched, the king 
wanting either power, courage, or zeal to go through with 
thefe, by reafon of the people's obftinate fondnefs for them. 
He took the fame care to repair and fortify the city and other 
places of his kingdom ; and having reigned peaceably about 
33 years after his return from Babylon^ he died in the 55th Hit death. 
year of his reign, and 67th of his age. He was buried in his Year of 
own garden, probably by his own choice, the fenfe of his the Flood, 
former mifcarriages not fuffering him to think himfelf worthy 2356. 
to be depofited among his anceftors ; and was fuccecded by his Year be- 
fon Amman ™. forc chrift 



Amman was but 22 years old when he came to the crown, ^43; 




fo that he could have obferved nothing in his father's example, 
but the greateft tokens of piety and goodnefs ; and yet fo in- 
fatuated was he, that he gave htmfelf up to all the vile idola- 
tries of the former part of his reign. He began even to give Ammon'* 
fome early proofs, that he defigned to outdo him in his molt idolatry 
abominable debaucheries ; but before he had reigned two 
years, a confpi racy was formed againft him by fome of his and death. 
chief officers, who a.flaflinatcd him in his own palace, and 
buried him in the fame garden with his father. They did not, 
however, go long unpunifhed : the inhabitants of *Jerufilnn^ 
who had had no (hare in this rebellion, rofe up in arms im- 
mediately upon the news of it, and having revenged their 
king's murder by that of the confpirators, they placed his Ion 

yojiab upon the throne, who was then about eight years of 
age 

It is amazing to think how the whole kingdom could he 
fo foon over-run with all kind of wickednefs and idolatrv, in 
the fhorttime of Amnions rei'ui, after it had been fo thorough- 
ly purged from them by his father ; and yet it was grown to 
fuch a degree of impiety, when Jojiah came to the crown, 
that the prophet 'Zrpbuuiub^ who was cotem Horary vvnli 

« 2 Chron. xxxiii. 11 ad 20. " Ibid. ver. :i 4 to the cr.J. 
Z Kings xxi 19, 6c fc<j. 

M 2 Liu, 
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him, gives us a moft dreadful catalogue of the licentioufnefs 
and irrpligion that then reigned through the whole kingdom. 
Among the princes, judges, and magistrates, reigned injuftice, 
oppreflion, cruelty, and ajl manner of debauchery ; among 
the priefts, pride, avarice, corruption, ,and a fhameful traf- 
fic of religion ; among the people, igntamce and irreligion, 
men f wearing with the fame breath by the Lord and by Mali- 
corn , altars reared every where to Baal 9 to the whole hoft of 
heaven, and to aJJ the other deities of the heathen 0 ; the very 
fan&uary itfelf was again polluted by the filthy idol of the 
grove, and its court furniflied with male proftitutes, and 
with women who wove hangings, and tenta to hide the unna- 
tural and abominable ceremonies of its votaries F - 
Jofiah*/ In this fad and horrid condition was the kingdom, when 
good reign, the infant monarch took the reins of it ; fo that it required 

nothing lefs than a miracle to reform it* But a Joftah had 
been miraculoufly promifed above 300 years before, by a pro- 
phet fent on purpotc to Jeroboam at Bethel f, one who was 
to work the greatcft reformation that ever was done in the 
land, fince it was to reach through the two kingdoms ; and 
this Joftah was the perfon defigned by God for that glorious 
work. However, his tender years would not permit him 
immediately to undertake any thing, except perhaps advifing 
with fuch pious counfellors, as could beft inftruft him, both 
about what was to be done, and the % propereft means of ac- 
complifhing it. He married in the 15th year of his age, 
and in the 16th he had a ton and a fucceflbr born unto him, 
whom he named Eliakim (B) ; after which he fet himfelf 
about his premeditated defign, with a zeal, diligence, and in- 
trepidity, which, confidering his years, and the arduoufnefs 
of the tafk, could be owing to nothing lefs than a fupcrna- 
tural impulfe. His extraordinary fuccefs and expedition, 

• Zephan. pad", i, i,&feq. p Vid. 2 Kings xxiii. 4, 6, Sc 

fcq. f Sec before, p. 19. 

fB) Probably in full confidence, that God would profper his 

defign, ED*p*7K Eliakim Jigni tying, God Jhall eftablifh, make to 

fro/per 9 &c the text doth notmdecd mention the time of his birth, 
but it is eafily inferred from his being 2c years old when he began 
to reign (7), for his father died in the 39th year of his reign (8), 
and was fuccecded at fiHt by Jehoaba*, who was younger by two 
years than Eliakim, whom Pbaraob-necbo fet upon the throne fome 
three months after (9). 



( 7 ) Vid. 2 Khigs xxiii. 36. (8) ttidxxii. 1. f 9; Ibid, 
xxiii. 3 1 , & feq. 

and 
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and the univerfal deftru&ion he made, both in yudah and A total re- 
Ifrael* not only of all the idols, altars, groves, and other formation 
idolatrous monuments, but alfo of the high places, which ** bis 
federal of his predeceffors had in vain attempted to abolifli, 
do fliew indeed, that he was affifted by the fame divine 
power, that had infpired him with the defign. This laft 
kind of worihip was not indeed an idolatrous one^ becaufe 
it was directed tp the God of Ifraely to whom the priefls ? 
the fons of Aaron, offered facrifices upon thofe altars, which 
fiad formerly been reared by Abraham, Ifaac, and *Jacob \ 
but it was afterwards exorefly forbid by the law of ; Mofes, 
and the tabernacle and temple ordered to be the only places 
for fuch facrifices, unlefs it was otherwife commanded by 
infpired perfons, and upon fome particular occafions, as we 
have elfewhere hinted *. The more effectually therefore tQ 
cure this obftinate evil, yojiah caufed all thofe places to be 
polluted with dead mens bones, and ordered all thofe priefts^ 
>vho had vacated at that unlawful worfhip, to be for ever ex-* 
eluded, both from all facerdotal functions, and from the 
privilege of eating of any holy things. He likewife ordered 
all the wooden idols, altars, and other combuftiblc materials, 
which had ferved to any idolatrous purpofes, together with 
the chariots and horfes, which had been dedicated to the fun 
(C), the veflels where the perpetual fire was kept to his ho- 
nour, 

* See Vol. III. p. 289. not. (H). 

(C) Thefe chariots and horfes, the text fays fio\ flood at the 
entrance into the houie of the Lord ; but whether they were rea), 
or only carved, or molten, is not eafy to determine. The antienc 
Perjtansy we are told, did indeed life to confecrate white horfes and 
chariots to the fun, with which they adorned their proceffions ^ 1 1 ); 
in which they were imiiared afterwards by other nations (12). 
We can fee noreafon, therefore, w hy (0 many learned commenta- 
tors mould fcruple to fuppofe, that the Jews had adopted this, 
among other far worfe heathenith idolatries, and rather choofe to 
fancy, that thefe chariots and hories were only carved, orvcaft. 
and let up in a chapel dedicared to the fun, or barely carved in 
bafs-relief, or even painted againft the walls of it ; efpecialfy, con- 
sidering how foon the prophet Amos, and from him St. Stephen ( 1 3*, 
chargebthem with having carried about the tabernacle of Moloch , 
that is of the fun, as we have (hewed more than once, and the liar 
of their god Rempban. 

(JO) Ibid. <ver. I I. ( 11 J Vid. Herodot. lib. 7. Xenoph. 
Q^Curt. Ovid./*//, lib. 1. Juftin. / i. c. 10. Fid. £f lio- 
chart. Hieroz. pt. I. I. 2. r. 10. & al. (12 Fid. Hide R t >l. >vtf. 
Per/. Kopping. Autiq. Rom. (13) Amos v. 25. Atiivii 4*?. 
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jiour, the image of the giwe, and all that he found of 
that nature in the temple, to be burnt, and the allies of 
them to be thrown over the graves of their votaries, and 
thofe that could not be burnt he caufed to be flung into the 
river Kidron. 

From Jerufalemhc went to the mount of Olives , called 
alfo the mount of corruption, from the great number of 
idolatrous altars, which had been fet up there by Solomon, 
and repaired from time to time by feveral of his impious fuc- 
ceflbrs, and demoliflied and defiled them all. He did the 
fame at the valley of Hinnom, a place infamous for the hor- 
rid cruelties that were pra&ifed by the worlhippers of Mo- 
loch ; and thence marched directly to Bethel, the place where 
Jeroboam, the firft king of Ifrael, fet up one of his golden 
calves ; which he deftroyed, together with the groves, idols, 
and altars, caufing the bodies of the idolatrous priefts to be 
digged up and burnt upon them, It was upon this occafion, 
that having obferved a kind of monumental infeription upon 
one of the tombs, he was informed, that it was that of the 
prophet, who came from Judah to denounce to Jeroboam 
that total deftru&ion of idolatry, which he was then fulfil- 
ling ; whereupon the good king ordered, that a particular re- 
gard fhould be paid to his afhes $ by this means thofe of the 
lying prophet, who had been the caufe of his difobedience 
and untimely death, and had ordered his body to be buried 
clofe by him, cfcaped being difturbtd, and perhaps being 
burned with the reft. After this, Jofiah took a circuit 
through all the cities of Ifrael, many of which lay almoft 
defolatc, and deftroyed every where the idols and altars, 
which cither the Tfraelites, or the AJfyrian colonies, had fet 
up, and put all their idolatrous priefts to death ; and hav- 
ing thoroughly purged both kingdoms from every kind of 
idolatry, he returned to Jerufalem, and fet himfelf about 

What convinces us farther, that thefe were real chariots drawn 
by horfes, and bearing fome image of the fun, is, that the text 
expreflyfays here, ihnxjofiab did not burn chariots and horfes, as 
he would have done, if they had been only carved or painted, but 
that he took away the horfes, and burnt the chariots (14). The 
reader may, if he pieafes, fee what we have obferved concerning 
thii kind of idolatrous procefiions, in another place, out of fomc 
verfes of the 16th pfalm f . 

(14} 2 Kings sexiii. ii. f Vld. Vol III. p, l6. not. (O). 

rcftoring 
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refteriag the worfhip of God and the ufual fervice of the 
temple (Dj. 

J&f this time Jofiah had attained to the 26th year of his 
age, and 18th of his reign, and beheld with regret the dila- 
pidations of that facred place, which made it neceflary to- 
have them repaired before all things. To this end, he orde- 
red the great coflfer, into which die poll-money and free-will m \ em ?' 
offerings ufed to be depofited, to be opened, and the money re t air *** 
to be diftributerf among fuch faithful overfeers, as would fet 
about the work out of hand ; and to encourage them to be 
doubly diligent in it, he told them, that he would depend 
upon their fidelity £pr their right management of the money 
committed to them. Whilft this was doing, the high-prieft, 
who. probably prefided over the work, fent word to the king 
that he had found the book of the law (E), which he had ^ hook of 

fent the law 

(D) It is very likely, that the king was encouraged to this good fiwtdm 
work by the prophet Jertmiah, who began to prophefy in the 1 3th 

year of his. reign (15). Jeremiah was a prophet altogether mira- 
culous, being chofen to this office even from the womb, and called 
to the exercife of it whilft he was but a child ; he was the fonof 
HUchiahy not the then high-prieft of that name, as fome have ima- 
gined, but of the race of Ithamar, and lived at Jnathoth (16), a 
place within two or three miles from JerufaJem, it being the feat of 
one of their anceftors (17); fo that it is hardly poflible, that he 
fhould be unknown to fo pious a prince. It is true, we rind no- 
thing like it in his writings ; but it muft be remembered, that he 
delivered his prophecies at firll only by word of mouth, and did 
not begin to pen them down till the fourth year of Jehoiakim ; 
but we find him very early, at the gates of the temple, denouncing 
God's heavy judgments againft Judab, and exhorting them to avert 
his anger, by abandoning their impieties and idolatries ( 18). As 
he continued to prophefy till the taking of Jerufalem, and was of- 
ten confulted by feveral kings and nobles, we fhall have occafion, 
more than once, to fpeak of him in the fequel. 

Zepbaniab did Iikewife prophefy in the fame reign, and much to 
the fame purpofe , with what we mentioned of Jeremiah ; the main 
fcope of their prophefies being chiefly levelled againft the various 
abominations committed in Judah and Jeru/aJem (19) ; and both 
were probably defigned to exhort the people to imitate the king's 
zeal and piety, and to prevent their murmuring againft or ob- 
ftru&ing hjs refornKuian. 

(E) This is generally agreed to have been the archetype, written 
by Mofa % and by him ordered to be depofited, with the ark, in 

(15; Jerem. L z. (16) Ibid, fcf <ver. 5,6. (17) /7</. 

I Kings, ii. 26. (18) Jtrm, C. <vit\ £2* feq. Q19) Ztph. /. i f 

W Ay *i» l/V. pajf % 
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fent to him by the fecretary of the temple* Jofiah delayed 
not to read it j and when he found what dreadful judgments 

were 

the ntoft holy place ( to\ but which fome pious high-prieft had 
Caufed to be thus hid, in the reign of Ah ax or Manafeb', to pre- 
vent its being deftroy ed with all the other copies of it ; for it plain, 
ly appears by the tenor of the hiflory, that this was the only per- 
fect one left (21). 

But it is much difputed, whether it was the whole Pentateuch, 

emphatically called {TWin* ^ atkara ^y ^ IaW » or 0nl y DeteOro- 
n$my, or even barely the 28th, 29th, 30th, and 3 1 ft chapters of 
it. JofepktUy by calling it the facred books of Mofes {,t%\ feems 
to declare entirely for the firft ; others have declared for the fecond 
(23), becaufe the book of Deuteronomy is a kind of repetition or 
epitome of the Mofaic law ; laftiy, a late commentator* among 
fome others, holds the I all of thefe three opinions (24), and thinks, 
that nothing more is meant here, than that fhort fummary which is 
found in the 28th and three following chapters of that book, in 
which are contained all the bleffngs and curfes, which fo alarmed 
the pious monarch. This is, Indeed, that part, which, we obfer- 
ved elfe where, Mofcs enjoined their future kings to write, and pre- 
ferve adouble copy of, to regulate their couducl by (25), and which 
he commanded 'jojbua to fet up upon mount Genzim (26); per- 
haps it might alio be all that he ordained to be read by the priefts, 
in the audience of all the people, every feventh year, at the feaft 
of Tabernacles t 27) , though it is called the law in all thofe places. 

But if either this ftiort epitome, or even the whole Deuteronomy, 
was all that the high-prieft found hid in the temple, when was rhe 
reft of the Pentateuch recovered ? If it be faid, that there might 
be fome copies of this laft ftill extant, than this fummary muft have 
been in it ; and it will be furprifmg, that ibmc one or more fhould 
not have been brought to fo good a king, after he had given fuch 
fi glial proofs of his piety and zeal , and if any fuch had been pre- 
lented to him, he muft either have lhamefully negledlcdthe reading 
of it, or if he had not, he could never have been under fuch fur- 
prife and fear, at the reading of that which the high-prieft fent to 
him. We therefore think, with the far greater number of Jews 
and Qjrifiians (28), that it was the whole Pentateuch ; and that 
there might be ftill feveral imperfett and mutilated copies difperfed 
here and there, which might be now rectified by this prototype, 
after it was now brought to light. 

m 

(20) Deut. xx xi. 24, & feq. (21) //. Jttd. fer. omn. njii. 
lib. Nitzachon. (22) Ant.l.x.c. 5. (23) Procop. Gazen. 

ttf al- op. Patric. in he. (24) Calmet. Comm. in foe. & Hift. V. 
T. / c c 8. (z$\See Vol. Ill p. 36 in fin. not. F. (26) 
//./>/ is nlib. (27 ; Ibid. p. 39. {38) Vid. Munft. Grot. Jun. 
Uifer. Lc Clerc. Patric Pridtaux. 4sf al. mult. 

If 
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were denounced in it, againft thofe very abominations, with 
which he had found the whole land over-run at his firft com- 
ing to the crown, he rent his cloaths, and exprefled the moft 
lively tokens of grief, not doubting, but both he, and his 
whole kingdom, would foon feel the effefls of thofe threat- 
nings. There lived at that time, . in one of the colleges of 
Jerufalem y a famed prophetefs named Huldah ; to her there- 
fore Jojiab difpatched fomc of his prime officers, with the 
high-prieft at their head, to inquire, what would be the fate 
both of the king and people, feeing they had incurred the 
curfes contained in that (acred volume; and thefe brought him 
word back from her, that God would not fail to iriflidt all . 
thofe fevere punifhments upon his faithlefs and ungrateful 
fubje&s; but that as for himfelf, the concern and remorfe 
which he had lately exprefled for it, had fo far fufpended the 
divine vengeance, that he fhould be happily gathered unto his 
fathers in peace, before the nation felt the dire effc&s of 
them. 

It was in the fame year, and probably upon the reading 
of that facred book, that Jajiah became fenflble, that they 
had been guilty of a fhameful negle£t of the three grand fe- 

If it be aiked, how the king could run over thofe five books fo 
quickly, as to come prefently to thofe bleffings and curfes, which 
are contained in the very latter end of the laft of them ; it may 
be anfwered, that that might be the very reafon ; for as their man- 
ner was to write upon volumes of a confiderable length, which 
were rolled up round one or two flicks, it might fo happen, that 
thefe laft chapters jproved on the out fide, and that the king, impa- 
tient to know the contents of it, might have curiofity to read in it, 
before he had unfolded a round or two. We are, however, very 
far from rcje&ing.the notion of the Je*ws t who believe, that provi- 
dence directed him to that very part Something like which 
we find happened under the gofpel (30). 

What appears moft furprifing is, that all the copies of the fcrip- 
tures, which the good king Hezekiab feems to have caufed to be 
written and difperfcd about his kingdom (31), fliould be fo foon 
vanifhed, that neither Jofiah nor the high-prieft had ever feen any 
of them, till this one was brought to light. All that can be faid 
in the cafe is, that Manaffcb, during the former part of his reign, 
had made fuch havock of them, that if there were any left, they 
were only in few private hands, who preferved them with the ut- 
moft caution and privacy. The Jenus do even add, that lie caufrd 
not only the fcriptures, but all the books that had the name of God 
in them, to be deftroyed. 

(zcj\ Vid. Mu n ST. iif loc. Pinn. Cownetf. lib 1. f 30) ^ 
viii. 26, & feq % (3 1 ) V'ui. Piov. xxv. t. 

Vol. IV. N U^.ls 
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ftivafc ehjoi&ed by Mdfes. To retrieve this fatrtt, he affem- 
lied all the heads of the people from all parts of the twb 
kingdoms to the temple, where, having mounted the royal 
tribunal, he acquainted them, how they had happily recovered 
the volume of the Mofaic law, and read it himfelf before 
them ; he then acquainted them with his defign 6f expiating, 
as much as pofEble, their former negleft, by a more careful 
obfervance of it ; and, as the folemn feaft of the paffover 
was near at hand, which he was refolved fhould be celebrated 
with the utmoft folemnity, he exhorted them to follow his ex- 

P a JT°" ample, and to prepare themfelVes for that grand feftival. 

kept. %Vhilft the people were purifying themfelves 1 , Joftah com- 
manded the priefts to make a more ftrift fearch into the tem- 
ple, and to caft out and deftroy all the prophane and idolatrous 
lumber that was found in it, and to bring the ark, and all the 
facred utenfils, which had been removed out of it in fome 
former reigns, and to depofite thehvin their former place and 
order : All thefe were readily complied with both by prieffs 
and people - y after which they went, in due time, about kil- 
ling the pafchai lamb. This is again noted to have been ob- 
ferved with greater "zeal and magnificence, than had been 
done by any of his predeceflbrs fince Samuel's time. After 
this, the king took a fecond 'progrefs through the kingdom, 
to purge it 'of all th'6'fe abominations, which he might chance 
to have overlooked at the firit circuit ; he expe lied all the 
wizards, enchanters, and ftich like dealers in dark practices, 
out of the land ; fettled courts of judicature evaery where, 
giving ftricl: charge, both to the magiftratea, and alfo to the 
priefts and Leuites^ to fee ttmt the people were tnftruded in, 
and kept obedient to, the law of Afofes*. 

Thus did that good monarch endeavour, with the fince- 
reft zeal, to reftore the pure woHhip of God through his do- 
minions, and to clear it from all the dregs of fuperfKtion and 
idolatry ; in hopes, if poffible, to avert his impending judg- 
ment from falling upon them. But for all this, the icxt ob- 
ferves, that his anger was not abated in the leaft againft the 
people ; and we need not wonder at it. They were, as their 
whole hiftory lhews, ready for every market. They could fo 
far comply with their pious monarchs, as to fliew an out- 
ward zeal for God, and a diftike for idolatry ; but what 
proves their want of fincerity, whenever they a&ed fuch a 
p.irt, is their readinefs to relapfe into the vileft abominations, 
whenever v they met with any encouragement for it undera 
wicked reign. Thcfe forced reformations therefore could 



r 2 Kinga xxii, & xxiii. pad", a Chron. xxxiv, & xxxr. paff. 
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not but reader thyay more odious in the fight of Qod, fo that, 
having denounced a total deftru£Uon againft the land, by his 
prophet Zcphaniah f and by the propbetefs Huldah^ he ha- 
stened to -take the. good prince to himfelf, according to his 
propiife^ t^t his $yes. might no$ behold the dreadful calamities 
that were to fail ^ipon his nation. 

Jofiah. }uid by this time reigned .31 years in profound peace, Jofiah 
vKeii Pharaoh-Necka came up againft the AJfyrians x or rather mortally 
Babylonians <, ap far as the, city of Carchtmjhy. (£) wljiicfc was <wounded 
iituate upon *hf river Euphrates It is not ^fy }° fey* wh$- Megidr 
ther Jofiah looked up?n ^.defign of this expedition to be do. 
levelled againft his own territories \ or, which is ftill mc~e 
probable, whether the kings of Judab were under a kind of • 
tribute and obligation to thofe of Babylon , ever fuice Manaf- * g * 

1 ; which would have ^fore 

made it a breach of faith in Jofiah, to have fuffered an enemy 
of theirs to pais through his territories, in an hoftile expediti- 6|Q * 
on againft them; or, laftly, whether he had entered into 
fame alliance with them ; he came with a powerful army a- 
gain{t him, and encamped in the valley of Megiddo (Gj. 
Here Pharaoh endeavoured in vain to diffuade him from con- 
cermng himfelf in the war between him and the Babylonians, 
by alluring him by his embafladprs, that he had no hoftile de- 
fign againft him 5 m jofiah would not be perfuaded, but dif- 
guifed himfelf, and drove dire&ly againft him. The text 
feems even to intimate, as if his chief defign had been to fight 
him 'Wf perfon ; but before he could reach him, he received 



Jeh had been reftored to his kingdoi 




f Zeph. i. 1 , & feq. 



1 See 2 Chron. xxxv, 20. 



(F) Th?s place, Ifaiab tells us, had formerly belonged to Senna- 
t birth (32), and was now under the Babylonians ; for thefe had, ere 
now, reduced the Ajfyrian empire under their yoke, as we have 
hinted in fome former note. 



(G) This valley being in the tribe of Manaffth (33), Jofiah 
might npt only refent his pafling through' his territories without his 
leave, but alfo think, that his defign was to invade them, not- 
withstanding all his protections, to the contrary, and his pretended 
coramiflion from God to make war againft the king of Babylon 
( 34.). It is lffcely, . indeed, that this laft pretence from an Egyptian 
prince could not make any great impreffion upon him, becaufe he 
had only his bare word for it ; and, if real, might be fuppofed to 
come, not from the true God, but from his Egyptian deities. But 
Jofab was given up to die by this expedition, and was fuffered to 

ruth into it, without confulting the Lord about the juftice or fucceb 
of it. 



(32) Cb. *. 9. (33) Vid. Jofh. xvii* 1 1« (34) 2 G*. * x * v »°* 

N 2 aincrW 
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a mortal wound, and was forced to be put into another cha r 
riot, and brought out of the field Of battle. He died as foon 
as he had reached Jerufalem in the 39th year of his age, 
greatly lamented by all his good fubjedb ; particularly by the 
prophet Jeremy, who is fuppofed to have compofcd that moft 
excellent elegy, known to us by the name of the Lamentations 9 
upon his death * ; wherein he exprefles the mournful ftate of 
the kingdom, with an energy and pathos, which we can bet- 
ter feel than defcribe. This is the only poetic piece of that 
kind in holy writ, for length an<J method ; the compofition 
is of the acroftic kind, and as- the fubjed of the whole is 
mourning, which is always moft naturally and freely vented 
and expreft, when confined to number, fo here every verfe 
is a fen ten ce, which abounds ftill with fome new, ftrong, and 
lively image of the deepeft grief (H). There was- indeed 
the greatcft caiife to lament fo good a prince's fall, fince with 
him expired at once the religion, happinefs, and glory of the 
nation. 

Jofinh was fucceeded by his fon Jehoahaz^ whom the peo- 
ple let upon the throne, in the 23d year of his age ; not in 
z right of fucceffion, for he was the yoimgeft of JoJiah J s (I) 

fons, 

u Comp; 2 Kings xxiii. 29. Sc (eq. 8c 2 Chron. xxxv. 20, & feq. 
Fee alfo Vol. II. p. 46, w Vid. Hieron. prsef. in thrcn. 

UssnR. & all 

(H) The text fays indeed, that Jeremiah compofcd a lamentati- 
on, which wis fung by a number of fmging men and women, both 
at his funeral, and pa (Ted into ufe afterwards upon all mournful 
occafions,. and chat they arc written in the Lamentations (35). And 
Jnfepbtts add '36), that they were ftill extant in his time ; by which 
one would be induced to thinlc, th it he meant the fame with thdfe 
we have now under that name. 

But a- Jjji-ib's death was fudden and unexpc&ed, it is hardly cre- 
d ble, that fuch a long elegy a; this, could be compofcd, and fet to mu- 
fic, again. 1 his funeral ; and it is more probable, that that which ac- 
companied his obfequies was much fhorter, fuch perhaps as David 
made upon the dearh of Saul and Jonathan{^j) 9 and was fince loft ; 
and that this we are fpeaking of was compofcd in fome fubfequerit 
reign, or perhaps, more probaby, upon occafion of the Jvwi/h cap- 
tivity (3 3) ; we find likewife, that the prophet Exekiel was commanded 
by God to compofe fuch another Lamentation upon this laft occa- 
fion though not equal to it in beauty and eloquence. 

[I) Ft appears by the firft book of Chronicles (39 >, that Jojiah left 
four fons the youngeft is thefe, and by Jeremiah, called S ha! turn, 

(35) MM vcr. (36) Ant. I. x. c. 6. (37) 2 Sam. i. 

17, tofcq- ■ Vi *- int "t. lament, i 5. • E*ek. xix. 1, 

W ft? • - (3 9.' hi. 1:. but 
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fonsy but by downright fa&ion. He began to give them 
early proofs, that he defigned to reign as wickedly as fome of 
his predeceffors had done, but it was foon put out of his pow- 
er : however, Jeremiah was at firft fent to him from God, 
to exhort him to imitate his father's piety, inftead of making 
a Qiew of bewailing his death ; adding, that if he did not, he 
fhould be carried away captive and die in a ftrange land*. Depofed, 
Pharaoh*Necbo came accordingly againft Jerufalem 9 in h\k a nJ 
return from the Affyrian expedition, and dethroned him in 
the third month of his reign ; and having fet his elder brother 
Eliakim^ whofe name he changed into that of Jehoiakim (K ) ? 
upon the throne, and laid him under the yearly tribute of 106 
talents of filver arid one talent of gold ; he put the captive 
prince in bands at Riblatb, and carried him into Egypt, where carried 
he ended his days * (L). ' ' captive in- 

JehoiakiiiL " Egypt- 

* See Jerem. xxii. 1, & feq. ? 2 Kings xxiii. 31, & feq. 
2 Chron. xxxvi. 1, z, 3, & 4. E2«k. xix. 1, 2, 3, 4. 

but is the fame with Jeboabax (40) ; it is plain, moreover, that he 
was at ieaft two years younger than his brother Eliakim, who was 
twenty- five years old when he fucceeded him, which he did three 
months after. Archbiftiop U/ber, who thinks, that the people chofe 
him in hafte, left Pbaraob-Necbo mould furprife them without a 
head, fuppofea, that they exchanged his name Sballum, which they 
thought unfortunate, becaufe the only king of I/rael of that name 
had been murdered in the firft month of his reign, for that of Je- 
boabax, which they thought carried a more promifmg omen (41 ). 

(K) The fame learned prelate fuppofes this change of names to 
have been defigned by the Egyptian king, as an acknowledgment, 
that he owed his victory over the A/fyrians to the God of I/rael \ 
by whofe command he had undertaken that war againft them ^42) ; 
being a kind of abbreviation of Q*p*-iT)!T» Jebovab-Jakim, that 

is, the God of I/rael hath or fhall make it to profper, &c . But, as 
it was the cuitom of conquerors to give new names to thofe whom 
they thus brought under tribute, in token of fubjeclion, this laft 
feems as likely to have been the motive of that change, 

( L) It is not eafy to guefs what induced the Egyptian monarch 
to fhew fuch preference to Eliakim, and to ufe Jehaabaz, with fuch 
feverity. It can hardly be fuppofed, that he laid fo much ftrefs 
upon the right of primogeniture, as to punilh this laft for having 
ufurped his brother's crown ; perhaps the Jews have found out, 
for once, the reafon of it from the words of Exekiel ; the prophet 
reprefents that young prince as a courageous undertaking youth, 
under the figure of a young lion ready for the prey, and concludes witk 

(40) Jerem. xxii. 11,12. {+\)SubA. M. 3371. (42). 
Sub A. M. 3394- ^.82. 

this 
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Jekaiaktm was nothing terrified by this from following his 
unhappy brother's fteps, nor the people from conforming to 
his wicked ways \ for this Jeremiah was ordered by God, 
in the very beginning of his reign, to denounce his feyere judg- 
ments againft them, unlefe they repented. The time chofen 
for this was the feaft of tabernacles, when there was the greateft 
concourfe of people from all parts of the kingdom, and the 
place the court of the temple. He threatned them, among 
other tilings, with the deftrudion of the city and temple ; 
and for this he was feized by the priefts and people, and accu- 
fed as a feditious perfon, worthy of nothing le6 than death. 
He was, however, acquitted and fet at liberty by the more 
equitable princes and elders of the court ; who, being per- 
fuaded that he fpoke by divine command, reminded his ac- 
cufers of fome other prophets, who had formerly denounced 
the fame heavy judgments unpunifhed and unmolefted *. 
Jeremiah was not the only one who was fent upon this dange- 
rous errand ; Uriahs another prophet, was forced to fly to- 
wards Egypt j for having dared to utter much the fame pro- 
phefies againlr. Judah and Jerufalem ; but the king was fo 
cxafperated- at hifn, that he fent fome of his men to fetch 
him back ; and, as foon as he was come to Jerufalem^ he 
Uriah put ordered him to be put to death, and his carcafe to be thrpwn 

among thofe of the viler fort* Jeremiah had doubtlefe under- 

fone the fame fate, had he not had a powerful prote&or with the 
ing, jfhiiam, the fon of Shaphan y who had formerly been 
in great credit and authority under Jofiahy who found -meant 
to fkrecn him from the fury of the king and people 1 j though 
be had foretold, about the fame time, the acceflion of Ze- 
dekiab to the crown of Judah y and of Nebuchadnezzar to 
that of Babylon K 



t» death. 



4 » Jerem. xxvi i f ad 19. 
xxvii. 1 , ad 1 1 . 



a Ibid. ver. 20, ad fii 



b Ibid 



this expreflion ; The nations heard of him 9 he was ta&en in their fnare, 

wd brought into Egypt, loaaen with chains (43). 

From this paflagc they conclude, that as foon as he had got him- 
felf chofen king, he put himfelf at the head of an army, refolved 
to revenge his father's death, and that he was overpowered by him ; 
but whether Pkaraeb came againft him to Jerufalem, or Jehoabax 
went out againft him to Carchemi/h 9 they are not agreed; but ei- 
ther of thefe was enough to induce the conqueror not only to de- 
throne, but to carry him away prifoner, Icifthe Ihould in -time under- 
take the fame exploit againft him (44J. 



C4 3 ) c -h. xix. a, 3,4. 
arxiii. 3 'j. 



(44) Fid. Sana £sT Munfl in 2 Reg. 

Aiiav t 
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About four year* : ^fter, finding, that his prophecies h&^Th* fiabf* 
hatf no effeft either tfpott the king or people, he foretold the lonifh cap* 
deftftt&ion of Jerufalem and of the temple, and the Babylo- twi'y 
ntjb captivity under Nebuchadnezzar - 9 which he faid woubAfi r *t 9 td. 
laft feventy years, Toon after which that monarchy would be 
at an end, and the land become defolate* (M). And in the 
fame year, being fliut upi in prifon, either for that or fomc for* 
mer prophefy, he caitfed Baruc, who was his fcribe to write 
from his mouth the tenor of the fame threatnings, and to go 
and read them in the hearing of all the people, who were 
then afFembled at the temple, it feems, upon fbme folemn 
faft (N), Baruc obeyed, and fome of the chief minifters, be- 
ing informed of it, got the roll from him and brought it to 
the king, who was then fitting by the fire. He had fcarce r c hoia- 
read a column or two in it, before he cut it in pieces, and kj m ^ ^ 
flung it in 'the fire, rtotwrthftanding the endeavours of thofe p tet y 
that were prefent to prevent it. Jtremiah and his meflenger 
had doubtlefs felt the effects of his fury, had they not, as it 
were by a miracle, been kept out of his reach ; however, his 
impiety did not go long unpurrrfhed. The prophet was or- 
dered to : write the ! fame denunciations again which were 

■ 

*B>id xxv. i, 2, & feq. * Ibid xxxvi. i, Sc feq. 

(M) This captivity was likewife foretold, though not in fuch 
plain terms, by Ifaiab (45), under the type of Tyre ; andf alfo by 
Habakkuk. This laA, e*poftulating with God about the incorri- 
gible hardnefi of the is anfwercd, that they would be fhort- 
ly invaded and captivated by the Chaldeans (4.6). He likewife 
foretold the vaft fucceffes of Nebuchadnezzar ; and when he re* 
pined at the profperity of that wicked prince and people, he is 
anftf ered, that they alfo fllould in due time become the fcorn of 
other nations, and a prey to' diofe whom they had fubdued. 

(N) Probably that of expiation, which, as we obferved clfe- 
where, happened on the itoth dfcy of the month Tifri, anfwering to 
the latter end of our September j for it is here obferved to have 
been towards winter ; and we do not find, that they had any other 
faft before the captivity f ; neither do they feem to have been fen- 
fible enoagh of their approaching calamities, to have appointed one 
for that purpofe. It is indeed laid there, that it was in the otk 
month, that the king flung the book into the fire f 47) ; but that 
interval may eafiiy be fbppofed to have elapfed, before thofe nobles 
were acquainted with the matter, or could £nd a proper time to 
inform the impious king with fuch difagreeable news. 

C4<0 Cb. xxii!. 1 5, feq. (46) Habak. ,. z % tsT fa. + Vid. 

Vol 111. p. zqi % £jT UKcx.fub A. M. 3397. p. 83. (47; J tram. 

XXX VL 22. 

foo* 
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pmijbii' foon after fulfilled, by the coming of the Babylonijb king with 

a powerful army, and a more effectual commiffion from God, 
againft him and his whole kingdom } as we fhall fee in due 
time. 

Neither were idolatry, and contempt of God's worlhip, 
the only crimes with which Jehoiakim's reign is branded j he 
added to them the moft horrid cruelties and tyrannies, rapines 
and bloodfhed ; building and adorning the moft fumptuous 
palaces, by violence and oppreffion ; perverting juftice, invent- 
.ing crimes againft the innocent tofmtthem to death, and many 
more fuch like impieties : befides his being deaf to the admo- 
nitions of fo many prophets. For thefe Jeremiah^vonowactA 
, at iaft this dreadful fentence againft him j that he fhould be 
. , . given up into the hands of his moft dreaded enemy, even of 

Nebuchadnezzar , that he fhould die unpitied and un lamented, 
that he (hould have the fepulture of an afs, and that his car- 
cafs fhould rot upon the ground e . By this time alfo two An- 
gular predictions of that prophet had been fulfilled, which 
ought both to have added weight to the reft, and opened the 
infatuated prince's eyes to his imminent danger. Jeremiah 
had, fome time before, forewarned him from relying upon 
the affiftance of the king of Egypt, whofe army was ftill at 
Carchemijh 9 fince it would be totally overthrown by the more 
fuccefsful arms of the young Nebuchadnezzar f, the prince 
pointed out by providence to fubdue, among many other na- 
tions, that rebellious one of the Jews. This happened ac- 
cordingly in the fourth year of Jehdiaiim's reign, when that 
young victorious prince, having been taken into partner {hip 
of the empire with his father, and fent againft the king of 
Egypt, gave him an entire defeat at Carcbemijbj took the 
place, put the whole garifon to the fword, and beat back the 
troops that came to its affiftance f. 

This victory proved the unhappy prelude of Judah's mif- 
Jerufalem fortunes : the conqueror marched directly againft Jerufalem 
taken. and took it (O) y rifled the temple of its moft precious fur- 

e Ibid.ver. 30. 31. comp. with ch. xxii. ver. 13. to the end. 
4 Ibid. alvi. 1, & fcq. f See Vol. II. p. 47, & feq. U«a. fub 
A.M. 3397. 

(O) Thii UJhtr proves to have happened in the ninth month, 
from the anniverfary fail which the J*ws have kept ever fince in 
memory of that calamity. Thia ii the more worth obferving, be- 
caufe the i evenly yeart captivity, forttold by Jinmiab, mufl he 
reckoned from this epocha (48). 



(48) Fid. Uff. ul. fry 
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suture, and the royal palace of its moft hopeful and beautiful 
young princes, to be made eunuchs in his own court, ac- 
cording to Jfaiah's prophefy to He%ckiah ? ; and the city of 
all its choiceft youths, whether for blood, learning, wit or 
beauty, to be like wife fent to Babylon. Among thefe lafi: 
was Daniel and his three companions : Jehoiakim was at firfl: 
put in bonds, and defigned to be fent away with the reft ; 
but, upon his fubmiffion, and promife of paying a yearly 
tribute to him, the king changed his mind, and left him as a 
kind of viceroy under him over the kingdom- But, whilft 
Nebuchadnezzar was taken up with his other conquefts he 
found means to rebel againft him, after a three years fubjec- 
tion, and continued about three years without paying him 
any tribute : this rebellion coft him dear, for that prince, ex- 
afperated againft him, inftead of coming in perfon, fent an 
army into Judaa, confiding of Syrians, Chaldeans, Ammo- 
nites, and Moabites, who wafted the whole kingdom, car- 
ried away 3023 prifoners ; among whom, Jofephus fays, 
was the prophet Exekiel * ; but it is more likely, that he ftajed 
at Jerufalem till the next reign ; took and murdered the un- Jehoia- 
fortunate Jehoiakim, and dragged his carcafs out of the city kirn*/ 
|ates, where they left it unburied, according to Jeremiah's death. 
predi&ion (P). 

He 



* Dan. i. 2, & feq. z Chron. xxxvi. 7. * Ant. 1. x. c. 8. 

(P) This laft circumftance of the king's death is only inferred 
from the tenor of the prophefy above mentioned ; for neither the 
book of Kings t nor that of the Chronicles, make mention of it ; the 
former of which doth even fey, that he flept with his fathers (49) ; 
by which muft be only meant, that he died as they did. Jofephus , 
who relates this ftory a little differently, and throws the fault upon 
the perfidy of the Babylonians, doth however own, that his body was 
caft out of the city, and left expofed in the field (50). Other Ji«ws 
think, that he died as they were carrying^ him prifoner into B,.>by~ 
Ion, and that they left his body in the high-way, without farther 
care f 51). 

The laft quoted place out of the Chronicles fays, that his acls 
and abominations were recorded in the book of the kings of I/rael 
and Judah. Thefe abominations may be reafonably fuppofcd to 
be his idolatries, murders, opprefiions, and rebellion; but the Tar- 
gum mentions, moreover, his having the image of Baal upon his 
forehead ; others fay, that he had fcveral charms and itigmata 

[W) Cortf, 2 Kings xxiv. ft. 2 Chron xxxvi. 8. (50) J/jt.l. 

x. r. S. (51) Abaiban. Patric. in 2 Kings xxiv, 6. 

Voj.. IV. €> found 
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Jehoia- He was fucceeded by his fon fehoiachin, called alfo %- 

chin'* choniahy and in contempt Contah (Q_), who, was then but 

•wicked j g years old; whether he took the crown contrary to Ne- 

r **g n 9 bucbadnezxar's mind, or endeavoured to fhake off his yoke, 

Year of t ^ ie text ^ ot ^ not ^ ut on '^ obferves, that he was as 

the Flood w,c ked as his father. However, that monarch came up a- 
2400. ' gain ft him before he had reigned three months : yehoiachin 
Year be- came out to him, not in an hoftile but fubmiffive manner, at- 
fore Chrift tended with his mother and his whole court ; but they found 
599 him inexorable, and were all fent away captives into Babylon, 

and died there, according to the prophet's prediction, men- 
. tioned in the laft note. The temple, palace, treafury, and 
and capti- ^ w h 0 j e c j tv were a fecond time ranfacked, and ftripped of 

<w ^* all that was valuable in them 5 even many precious orna- 
ments and utenfils of the temple, which had continued there 
ever fince the time of Solomon, became a prey to the con- 
queror : he Iikewife trahfported 10,000 men, famed either 
for their valour or wifdom ; befides 1000 of the beft artificers 
in gold, filver, and other metals and materials ; in a word, 
he left fcarcely any behind, but the very common people to 
cultivate the land. Among his captives of note was thf 
famed Mordecai, and j as is moft generally believed, the pro- 
phet Ezeiiel. After this he fet Mattaniah, who was the fon 
of Jo/tab and uncle to the unhappy Jehoiacbin, upon the 
throne, and changed his name into that of Zedekiah ; and, 
having laid him under a certain tribute, and taken an oath of 
fidelity and fubjec"tion *, returned to his dominions. 

Zedeki- Zedekiah began to reign in the 21ft year of his age, and 
ah'/ reign. p ro ved as impious as his late preojeceflors ; ^p^rever, he con- 
tinued faithful to the king of Babylon fome few years, during 
which, he received fome embanks from the fcings of Amm$n % 
Moab, Edom, Tyre, and Sidon, who were all under the fam$ 
yoke with him ; feemingly indeed to congratulate him upoa 

1 2 Chron. xxxvi. 13. Ezek. xvii. 12, &feq. 

1 

1 

found upon his body, which proved, that he dealt in devililh 
arts C 52) ; and much more to the fame purpofe. 

( QJ He is called by this laft name in Jirtmiab, who utterai 
this dreadful prophefy againft him (53}. — That he mould be gives 
into the hand of the kine of theCba/deans ; — that he and his mo* 



after. 



, wifhing fti 

ccordingly 



( $2) Vid. de bis AuQ. tvadit. Heir, in par clip. Hieron. in he 

Eupolcm. ap. Eufeb. Toftac. & el. (53) Cb. xxii. 24, &/*f. 
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his acceffion to the crown, but in fa£t to enter into a con- 
federacy with him againft the Chaldeans +. The young 
prince gave but too much heed to their propofal ; but Jere- 
miah, who was warned of it, fent to every one of the embaf- 
fadors chains and yokes, which he bid them carry to their ref- 
pe&ive maftert, advifing them in the name of God to fubmit 
themfelves willingly to the king of Babylon, and not provoke 
him to lay a much feverer yoke upon them, by giving credit 
to their lying footh- fevers and ftar-gazers There were at Deceived 
the fame time in Jerufalem feveral pretended prophets, who h 
endeavoured to perfuade the too credulous king that in fpite f a V e P r9 ~ 
of Jeremiah's prediflions to the contrary, the captivity would P hetu 
be fhortly at an end, and that the facred veflels which had 
been carried a^vay, would be all reftored to the temple ; to 
which Jeremiah replied, that thofe few, on the contrary, 
which had been left behind, would be carried off with the 
reft. Thus, for fome years, there was nothing fcarcely to 
be heard but vi&qry and deliverance on the part of the falfe 
prophets, and defolation and ruin from the mouth of Jere- 
miah. This raifed him many a bitter enemy, not only in 
Jud*a y but even in Babylon : for he had taken the opportu- 
nity, as often as Zedekiah fent his yearly tribute thither, to 
write letters to the captives, exhorting them to bear their yoke 
patiently, and not to expeft a deliverance before the feventy 
years were expired ; and they, in return, wrote letters into 
Judaa^ to defire that he might be apprehended and punifh- 
ed, as a dangerous enemy to his country, who uttered, not 
what the God of Ifrael, but what the king of Babylon, ditElatec! 
to him 1. 

This conteft lafted fome years, during which, his ene- 
mies had in vain eflayed to ftop his mouth, by caufing him 
to be apprehended and imprifoned. The infatuated king Rebels a- 
was at length perfuaded, by his falfe prophets, to fhake gainft Ne- 
off the Babylonfjh yoke, and that raft enterprife compleatcd buchad- 
both his own and his kingdom's ruin, and haflencd the to- nezzar * 
tal definition of the temple and city. He was then in the 
ninth year of his reign, when Nebuchadnezzar came with a 
powerful army, wafted the whole country, feized upon his 
fortrefles, and at length laid clofe ftege to Jeru/alem 9 before Jerufalenr 
Zedekiah could make any provifion either for his own de- befieged. 
fence or efcape » It was then that, feeing his error too late, 
he fent privately for Jeremiah^ to confult with him what 

t See Vol. II. p. 96. k Jercm. xxvii. pafl*. 1 Ibid. 

in ~ Kingsxxv. i,& fcq. Jercm. xxxix. 1. & Jos&rii- Ant. 1. x. 

c. 10. 
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to do ; but the prophet only told him, that the city and 
temple would certainly be deftroyed, and himfelf and all his 
fubje&s carried into captivity (R) ; which anfwer did fo ex- 
afperare the king, that he ordered him to be immediately carried 
intoprifon n . In the mean time Pharaoh- Hophra 9 or Apries y 
came with an army againft the befiegers : Jofephus fays, that 
Xedckiah had made an alliance with him, before he ven- 
tured to throw off the yoke ° ; if fo, he was the only one 
that kept it with him ; for as for all thofe other princes, 
who fent their embafladors to him at the firft, it is plain, 
that they were fo far from affifting him, that they rather 
became his enemies and accufers. However that be, Ne- 
buchadnezzar did not think fit to let the Egyptians come up 
to him, but raifed the fiege for the prefent, and marched 
directly againft them. This fpread fuch an infatuation a- 
mong the people in the city, that, looking upon themfelves 
as already out of all danger, they ventured even to force 
into their fervice thofe very fervants whom they had but 
lately difmuTed, it being the fabbatic year 5 not fo much 
out of regard to the law of Afofes, as out of the fear they 
were in, of their revolting to the Chaldeans. The king, 
however, was not fo fanguine, but fent to defire Jeremiah 
to put up his prayers to God for him and the nation j but 
was anfwered by him, that the Chaldeans would renew the 
fiege with frefh vigour, and that his Egyptian allies would 
leave him to their mercy, and return into their own country. 
Soon after this, the prophet attempted to make his efcape, 
but was caught in his flight, and brought before the princes, 
who ordered him to be fcourged and flung into a dungeon. 
In the mean time, Nebuchadnezzar •, having routed the E~ 
gyptians, returned to the fiege, and carried it on fo vigorouf- 

* Jerem. xxxiv. 1, & fcq. 0 Ubi fupra. 

(R) About the fame time, Ezehiel prophefied at the captivity 
(^4) much the fame things that Jeremiah did at Jerufalem ; only 
with this difference feemingly, that the one faid, the king lhould 
never fee Babylon ; whereas the other faid exprefly, that he fhould 
be carried thither prifoncr, and end his days there. This feeming 
contradiction, Jofephus tells us (55), daggered the king's faith, 
and made him give lefs heed to them .* but the difficulty was rather 
how to reconcile Ezekiel to himfelf, who adds, that he Jhould die 
there \ though he did not fee it. However, Nebuchadnezzar found 
out the way of doing it, by putting out that unfortunate prince's 
eyes. 



{54) Ezek. xxi. i,y>fy.xxiv. 1, & fej. ^55) Ant. I. x.c. 10. 
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!y, that the inhabitants began to labour under fuch great 
fcarcity of provifions, that they found it impoffible to hold 
it out longer. During this Iaft fiege, the king fent often 
to ytremiaby in hopes of receiving at length fome comfort- 
able news ; but neither his refentment, nor the grievous 
things which he was made to fuffer, could make him fend 
a better anfwer, than that they muft be all carried away 
into captivity. Happy had it been for them if they had taken 
his counfel, and tried to {often their conqueror by a timely 
fubmiilion j but inftead of it, the king, to avoid the threatned 
captivity, endeavoured to make his efcape by night, attend- 
ed by his nobles and guards. The Chaldeans^ who were 
foon apprifed of it, purfued after them, and brought them 
back to their exafperated monarch at Riblah ; where he 
glutted his revenge upon the unfortunate king of Judah with 
the utmoft cruelty, by caufing all his children to be butchered Zedeki- 
before his eyes, and ordering them immediately after to be ah 1 * mifer* 
put out, that no object might afterwards obliterate the idea Me **d* 
of that bloody fcene. This happened towards the end of the 
eleventh year of his reign ; he was foon after fent into Ba- Year of 
bylon 9 loaden with chains, and ended his days in a prifon. the Flood, 

Is the mean time, the Chaldeans having entered the city, 241 1. 
fell to plundering the temple, palaces, and noblemen's hou- Year be- 
fes, and feized every where upon the richeft fpoil. Ne- f°i* e Chrift 
buzar-adan 9 who commanded them after Nebuchadnezzar's 
departure, caufed the two brazen columns, that ftood in the 
court of the temple, to be broken in pieces ( S), and all the ^ n y 
gold, filver, and coftiy furniture to betaken away, whilft pl un( Ured t 
the reft of his army made the fame havock in the city j 
and on the third day after his entrance into it, which was 
the tenth of the fourth month, anfwering to our Auguft 27 p , 
and a fabbath day ; he ordered the temple, palace, and the 

r Usser. fub A. M. 3416 p. 91. 

(S) The fame which Solomon had caufed to be made by the fa- 
mous Hiram (56), and which we have fpoken of in the defcripti- 
on of the temple. Thefe together with the large molten fea f 
la vers, and many more of the like nature, though all of them 
mafter- pieces in their kind, had hitherto been fpared by other con- 
querors, but became now a prey to the fury or avarice of the 
Babylon'Jh general, who caufed them to be all carried away, with 
a vafl multitude of other facred urenfils, fuch as cauldrons, cen- 
ters, tables, tongs, forks, and many others, whether of ^old, iil- 
yer, or copper. 




(56) 2 Chron. iv. 1 i, C- Jeq. 
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md bunt, whole city to be fet on fire, and burnt to the ground. The 

walls, towers, and other fortifications were next ordered to 
be demolifhed, and all the Jews, down to the very com- 
mon people, to be carried away prifoners, except fome few 
©f the bafer fort, whom he left to till the land **. As for Je- 
remiah, Nebuchadnezzar had given his general fuch charge 
concerning him, that he was well treated and fet at liberty, 
and went and lived with Gedaliah (T), whom that general 
left as a kind of governor over the miferable remnant left 
^behind. 

This was the dreadful end of that glorious kingdom, and 
of the Ifraelitijh monarchy, after it had flood 468 years 
from the time that David began to reign over it, 388 years 
from the revolt of the ten tribes from it, and 134 years 
from the excifion of the Ifraelitijh commonwealth r - 9 and had 
continued under the fun-fliine of the divine protection, which 
jiothing could have eclipfed, but their almoft conftant and 
horrid ingratitude, and invincible itch of imitating the ido- 
latries and witcheries of other nations : crimes, which though 
become as abominable to God, as they were univerfally prac- 
tifed by mankind, yet feem to have flowed from a purer 
fonrce, though corrupted by degrees to this vaft height, by 
the amazing degeneracy of mankind 5 but for this we fltiall 
refer the reader to the Appendix here annexed. How the 
jfewi/h captives fared in Babylon, will be feen in next chap- 
ter : all that remains to be taken notice of, with refpedt to 
the Jews that were left in Canaan, is, that treacherous and 
bloody aftion, which was committed upon Gedaliah, the 
Jewijh deputy, by one of the princes of Judab. 

His name was IJhmael, he had efcaped the common fate, 
by taking timely refuge with the king of Amman. After 
Nebuzar-adan's departure, he obferved, that great numbers 
of difperfed Jews flocked to Gedaliah, who gave them a kind 

1 2 Kings xxv. paff. 2. Chron. xxxvi. 11, &feq. Jerem. xxxix. 
faff. Jose p ft. Ant. 1.x. c. II. r See Us sen. ubi fup. 

(T) This Gedaliah, was the fon of Ahikam, a perfon in filch 
credit in all the Itfrter reigns, that he had been able to flcreen 
that prophet from the refentment of the king, and fary of the 
people ; fo that it is very probable, Jeremiah, in gratitude to his 
father, obtained this favour for him from Nebuzar adan. And 
this might alfo be the motive that induced him to go and live with 
him in Jud*d, rather than to go into Babylon, when that general 
put it to his option, not without ibmc considerable encouragements, 
to invite him to the latter. 

reception, 
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reception, and plenty of provifions to fubfift upon, till they 
could come to till the land ; and being movpd with envy, 
and inftigated by the Ammonltijh king, came to him with 
ten refolute fellows to 2idixpab^ with a defign to aflaffinate 
him. Gedaliah was indeed warned of his intent, but was 
fo far from giving credit to it, that he entertained him with 
all the tokens of friendfhip and refpeft, and gave thereby 
the treacherous IJhmael an opportunity of murdering both 
him and all the brave Chaldeans he had about him. Two 
days after, meeting with about fourfcore IfraeliUs clad in 
mourning, who were going to bewail the ruin of the city 
and temple, and to offer up their devotions there ; he by 
fome means enticed them to Alizpab, where he murdered 
them, and threw their carcaffes into a well. He was re- 
turning into the land of Amman , with a number of prifoners 
which he made at Mizupahy among whom were fome prin- 
ceffes of Judah, whom the Babylonijh general had left with 
Gedaliah ; but was purfued by Johanan and fome other He^ 
brew captains, who refcued all the prifoners, and forced him 
to fly for his life, with only eight of his men. 

This barbarous a£Kon made the yewijh officers, and the 
reft of the people, fo afraid of the Chaldeans refentmont, 
that they began to think of fleeing into Egypt for fafety. 
They confulted yeremiah about it, who gave them this an- 
fwer from the Lord ten days after, that if they tarried in 
yudaa^ they fhould be protected from the Chaldeans^ but 
that if they perfifted in their defign of going down into 
Egypt) they fhould all inevitably perifh there, and fhare in 
the dreadful calamities of that perifhing kingdom. This fpeech, 
however, was fo far from deterring them, who were always 
bent upon difobedience and con tradition, that, fufpe&ing 
him to have been inftigated by Baruc, rather than infpired 
by God, they both ventured to go down, and to force them 
alfo to go along with them. As foon as they had reached 
the city of Tapbnes, yeremiah began to foretel the taking of 
that place, and the defolation of that kingdom by Nebuchad- 
nezzar c j which happened accordingly foon after, a^s we' 
have feen elfewherc f, and fhall have occafion again to men- 
tion in the next chapter. What became of yeremiah is not? 
known ; fome fuppofe him to have been ftoned by his coun-r 
try men j but that is mere guefs-work, and it is not nu* 
terial enough to enquire further about it. 

f % Kings xxv. 23, & feq. t Chron, ubi fup. ad fin. Jercm. xl, A: 
fcq. pauj". f See Vol. II. p. 51. 
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An APPENDIX, 

Concerning the Rife and Progrefs of Idolatry and 

Witchcraft. 

WE hope our readers will not think it amift, if we 
clofe tin's Jewifh hiftbry with a fhort enquiry into 
the origin and progrefs of thofe two epidemic evils, 
idolatry and witchcraft^ which had fo long and fo univer- 
fally infected the world, and more particularly the lfraelites \ 
and proved fo obftinately rooted in the latter, as to bring 
a total excifion of one of their kingdoms, and fo long and 
fevere a captivity upon the other. 

We fhall, however, forbear defcanting upon the mani- 
fold opinions of the learned about this matter, becaufe we 
think, that they have gone a great way for thecaufesof it, 
and overlooked thole more natural ones which were juft at 
their elbow. But here, with refpect of the firft of thefe 
evils, we would be far from rejecting that probable opinion 
of fome judicious men*, which fetches its origin from the 
promife, made to Adam y of the feed of the woman, or the 
Mefliah and Mediator ; from the progenitorfhip of whom 
Ham and Canaan having been excluded, for their irreverent 
behaviour towards their naked father, our authors fuppofe 
Canaan might be induced to obliterate and revenge that lofs 
and difgrace, by corrupting the true meaning of the pro- 
phefy ; and inftead of one mediator, to be born in after-ages 
of the line of Sbem, to introduce the worfliip of a multiplici- 
ty of them, not of human race, but of fome fuperior na- 
ture, among their pofterity. And if it be at Ieaft a very 
probable opinion, that it was this very Meffiah who appeared 
in fome vifible fhape, and had frequent intercourses with 
Adam and the patriarchs ; or though even thefe apparitions 
were, as others will have them, only thofe of angels, de- 
puted by God, and fpeaking in his name +, but from whofc 
intercourfe he and his curfed pofterity may be reafonably fup- 
pofed to have been excluded j how natural was it for him to 
arrogate a fuperiority over his rival, as well in the number 
and frequency, as in the intimacy and excellence of thofe 
heavenly vifiters, by rearing an infinite multitude of altars to 
them. Thus for inftance, Egypt was the place, where Ca- 



* Vid. int. al. Alix. in Pentateuch. -J- Sec Vol. II, p. 371. 
not. (T). & p. 487. not. (S). 
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naan 9 if not Ham, fixed his abode ; and how thriving a foil 
it proved for them, needs not to be repeated here ; whereas 
the holy patriarchs, who offered their facrifices to the true 
God, upon thofe altars only, which they occafionally reared 
in thofe places where he appeared to them, having but a very 
fmall number of them, appeared vaftly inferior to them in 
this refpe& in the ey«s of an ignorant world . 

But though this accounts probably enough for the rife of 
polytheifm, yet it leaves us wholly in the dark about the more 
abfurd and unnatural worfhip of flocks and ftones, under va- 
rious figures of the planets, and of fcveral parts of the ani- 
mal and vegetable creation ; which is more particularly the 
fubjeft of our prefent inquiry. For we cannot fee, which 
way thefe can be faid, in any fenfe, to have been intro- 
duced in confequence of the former. As for thofe who de- 
rive them from the cuftom of deifying their heroes, and e- 
redting ftatues and monuments to them, which came in time 
to be worfhipped, inftead of the prototypes, we can by no 
means agree to them ; becaufe it doth .not appear to us, that 
thofe Apotbeofes began any thing fo early as the times we are 
fpeaking of ; they feem rather to have been introduced in con- 
fequence of the notion of polytheifm ; fo that we mult feek 
elfe where for the fpurce of idolatry. For as for what we 
have faid on this head in the hiftory of Egypt *, the reader 
may remember, that we did not give it as our particular 
opinion, but either as the beft account, which the priefts of 
that nation could give for their various kinds of worfhip to 
Herodotus^ or as the conjectures of that, or other authors, 
concerning their fuperftitious and nonfenfical mythology. 

But as to us, we rather think, that the origin and pro- 
grefs of idolatry is plainly pointed out to us, in the account 
which Mofes gives us of Laban and Jacob's parting 
The reader may remember, that thefe two, after a iharp 
conteft, being ready to depart, the one into Mefopotamia y and 
the other into Canaan* agreed to bind thcmfclves and their 
pofterity, by a folemn oath on both fides, to live in peace 
and friendfhip with each other. Now the way they took to 
ratify and perpetuate the memory of this covenant, was the 
rearing up a heap of ftones in the place; which teems, there- 
fore, to have been founded upon fbme antient and common 
cuftom of that nature, and well known to them both, and 
only differently interpreted by them, according to their dif- 
ferent religions. "Jacob* who was a worfhippcr of the true 
God, called this monument GaUcd* or Gall-bed* a beap of 



* See Vol. I. p. 455, & feq. k Gea. xxxi. 44, &feq. 
Vol. IV. P wtnek 



ftbe Hijiory of the Jews Book I. 

witnefsy that is, an authentic record, of his having appealed 
to the God of heaven for the faithful performance of the a- 
greement on his part : This was the pure original fenfe of 
this ceremony. Laban y on the other hand, interprets it ac- 
cording to the corrupc theology of his time and country, in 
terms to this effeS j this heap be both a Galeed* or ncord of 
our mutual oath, nflXOHl Ve-hammitz>phah, and alfo a 
watchman^ or rather a watch-tower ', from which the gods> 
that is, that of Jbraham^ and that, or thofe, of Nahor y may 
behold and punifli the aggreflbr, when we come to be at fucb 
a diftance from each other, that there will be none elfe to 
fee and judge between us. 

It is true, indeed, that Laban 9 * words might be capable 
of a more figurative conftruition, did not the outcry which 
he made after his gods c fbew him to have been fuch a 
thorough-paced idolater, as to be incapable of being under- 
ftood in any other fenfe. This made Jacob) who doubtlefs- 
tould beft judge of his meaning, carefully avoid fwearing by 
any other oath than by the Dread, that is, by the God, 
of his father Ifaac*. 

However, not to lay greater ftrefs upon this than we 
need,, it is plain, that if fuch a cuftom as this was once in- 
troduced, of erecting monuments in memory of any folemn 
covenants, the tranfition was eafy into the notion, that the 
Godhead, or rather fome deity, took its refidence in it, in 
order to punifh the firft aggreffors ; and how foon this might 
be improved by an ignorant and degenerate world, till not 
only birds,, beafts, flocks, and ftones, but fun, moon, and 
ftars, were called into the fame office 5 though ufed perhaps 
at firft, by the defigning part of mankind, as fcare-crows, to 
over-awe the ignorant; This is indeed the moft that it ever 
did, even whilft idolatry was at the heighth ; whilft the 
more cunning fort laughed at it, and only made it to ferve 
their own ends. 

The next improvement might be that of witchcraft, and 
the fame kind of policy might oblige thofe Machiavch to 
wink at, if not to encourage, a numerous herd of inferior 
knaves, as muft naturally be bred out of the dregs of this 
corrupt theology, under the denominations of aftrologers, 
enchanters, forcerers, teraphim-makers, retainers of familiar 
fpirits, foothfaycrs, fortune-tellers, and many more of the 
fame nature, who were all greedily reforted unto by the po- 
pulace upon all occafions \ though, in matters of greater mo- 

c Gen. xxxi. 30,. & feq. palf. a Ibid, ver, 53. 
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merit, they were forced to receive their direftions fronj, 
their principals. 

Hitherto we have avoided meddling with the com- 
mon opinion, which makes the devil the caufe of all thefe 
mifchiefs ; if he was really fo, what we have faid will only 
lhew how eafy it was for him to compafs his end. But tho* 
the fcriptures feem plainly to intimate fome kind of inter- 
courfe between fome men and women, and fome kind of 
fpirits, as in the cafe of the Egyptian conjurers, and the witch 
of Endor ; yet we do not find, that the devil is any where 
charged with having debauched mankind into idolatry or 
witchcraft, how glad and ready foever he might be to en- 
courage them, after men had once introduced the notion of 
them into the world. This we purpofely take notice of, be- 
caufe the hypothefis we are fpeaking againft fuppofes fuch an 
extent of power in him, as would be highly derogatory of 
the divine goodnefs, whilft it left the bulk of mankind under 
a kind of inevitable neceffity of falling into all his fnares, 
with thofe little affiftances they had, either from the dim 
light of reafon, or the the book of nature. 

There is, indeed, a great deal of difference between fup- 
pofing, that the devil firft blinded* mankind, and then led 
them into all manner of wickednefs ; and faying, that men 
having ftiamefully corrupted themfelves, proceeded from one 
wickednefs to another, till at length, being given up to their 
abominable lufts, they became the (laves of that evil fpirit, 
and were ealily enticed by him into this excefs of impiety. 

We may add, that mankind, if we except the families of 
a few patriarchs, carrying their views no farther than this 
life, their infatiable defire after wealth, their care of prcfer- 
ving it, an unaccountable itch to pry into futurity, and the 
like, did naturally lead them into all that variety of fuper- 
ftitious trafh we have been fpeaking of. Could any thing 
therefore more effectually cure the Ifraelites^ too prone to 
imitate them in all thefe, than to make their worldly hap- 
pinefs rife and fall, according as they (hewed the greater ab- 
horrence or fondnefs for every thing that bordered upon ido- 
latry and witchcraft. 

Thus then the antient and truly religious cuftom of ra- 
tifying oaths and contracts by fuch monuments, which was 
only an appeal to God's all-feeing eye, infenfibly degenerated 
into the groffeft and abfurdeft idolatry, under the multiform 
notion of guardian idols or gods, protectors of houfes, lands, 
kingdoms, £sPc. Thence fprung the trades of conjuring each 
refpe&ive deity to its particular idol, and life ; of foretelling 
things by a pretended intimacy with thofe deities j the arr 
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pf ftar-gazing and aftrology 5 of making teraphirris, idols, 
and other charms, offenlive and defenfive, under their pro- 
per conftellations ; with the whole train of heathenixh fuper- 
flition, forbid under fuch fevere penalties by die Jetvijb law- 
giver. 

But if this fhould not fufficiently account for the origin of 
witchcraft, what we Oiall add concerning one branch of it, 
as yet unmentioned, may perhaps do it more effectually we 
mean the heretofore fo much boafted craft of enchanting fer- 
pents, infomuch, that we read of whole nations that pretend- 
ed to it, and fome learned fathers feem to expreis fuch an ad- 
miration of it, as if they had really feen, or had been fome 
other way fully convinced of it. But the notion muft have 
been of much older date, fince the pfalmift, fpeaking accord- 
ing to the vulgar opinion, compares the fad mifchiefs of an 
evil tongue to the poifon of the deaf adder, that ftoppeth her 
ears againft the charms of the moft cunning enchanter c - 
What pains hath it not coft fome antient fathers f , and of 
late, efpecially, the learned Bochart to find out a ferpent 
that anfwered the character given here by the pfalmift. Deaf 
ones we need not be at a lofs for j we have a fort in England? 
which, though not exactly of the fame colour with thofe of 
our author, but rather of a reddi/h copper hue, feem t<i be 
quite deaf, and their bite is reckoned mortal: but David 
lpeaks of one that ftoppeth her ear to the charmer's voice 
and this has given occafion to various conjectures, which may 
be beft feen in the author himfclf For our part, we fee no 
reafon to underftand thefe words literally, any more than if 
he had compared an evil tongue to the voice of a fyren, the 
Claws of a harpy, the eyes of a bafilifk, or of any other fabu- 
lous creature ; we hope, that in neither cafe there is now any 
jicceflity, cither for difproviqg the reality of fuch creatures, 
or for vindicating the facred poet's allufion to them. All that 
wc pretend here, is to enquire, how the notion of this pre- 
tended art came to be introduced, and fo uuiverfally received 
in the world - y and this cannot, we think, be done, without 
fetching its origin from the old ferpent in paradife K 

And here wt need not ebferve, how much every circum- 
ftancc in the hiftory of his feducing the woman ; his being, 
according to the common verfion, called the moft fubtlc of 
all creatures, his being chofen by the devil, as the fittcft in- 

e Pfal. Iviii. 4, 5. f Or ic. Euseb. in Pf. Iix. August, de 
Gcnef. adlitt. lib. ix. Refponf. ad qu;eil. 44* vid. & Scalig. de 

Animal, lib. x. 8 De Animal, facr. lib. iii. c, 6. h Gen. 
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ftrument to deceive her,, the curfe pronounced againft him by 
God, and the enmity entailed between his and her feed, 
might contribute to the notion of ferpents being infeSed with 
fome diabolical peftiferous quality, which made them thus 
ftrangely definitive to mankind. But what we would firft 
of all take notice of is, that though, in our former account 
of our firft parents fedu£tion f, we followed the current of 
all verfions, which reprefent that reptile as the moft fubtle of 
all living creatures, yet the term CHV Harum y which Mo- 
fes there makes ufe of, fignifies quite another thing, name- 
ly, in its primitive fignification, naked ; accordingly he fays, 
in the preceding verfe, that our firft parents were {jyftViy 
Harumim^ naked ; fo that in a figurative fenfe, it may pro- 
perly enough fignify a harmlefs iiroffenfive creature. It feern9 
even probable, that the facrcd hiftorian takes notice of this 
circumftance, as one main reafon of Eve 9 * being fo eafily de- 
ceived by it ; for what could be more fit for the devil's pur- 
pofe than fuch a one, which was furniflied with neither legs, 
claws, horns, or any one fingle part, even for its own de- 
fence ? had it indeed been really the craftieft of all animals, 
Adam could not but have known it, feeing he gave them all 
names according to their natures 5 and then Eve could not 
but have been particularly miftruflful of him, fo that he 
would have been the laft that the devil would have pitched 
upon to tempt her. Hence we would obferve, 1 , That it 
was chiefly this naked, defencelefs, and inoffenfive appear- 
ance, though adorned perhaps with all thofe beauties of ihape, 
colour, and wings, which we mentioned before under that 
head *, that gained credit with her ; and, 2. That when- 
ever the fame term is ufed afterwards to fignify cunning y as 
it fometimes doth j it is only the word Harum, naked or 
JimpUy ironically applied. 

Her£ was then a creature, which, from being originally 
harmlefs and inoffenfive, became the moft dangerous and 
deadly one in the whole creation : a wonderful change of 
nature, to all outward appearance, without change of fhapc \ 
a power to kill infufed into it, without the addition of any or- 
fenfiye part; infli&ing a fare and fpeedv, a painful and unac- 
countable death, and yet not able to give the body a greater 
wound, than that of a fecmingly flight prick. What could 
an infant world attribute all thefe furpriling effects to, but 
to fome deadly occult quality, which the devil left behind 
him with it ? or what could be more apt to cultivate that no- 
tion, if not to give the firft rife to it, than the enmity en- 

f Sec Vol. I. p. 119. * Ibid. p. 123. 
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tailed between mankind and the fcrpent, after the prophetic 
fenfe of it had once been obliterated with the far greateft part 
of the world ? and whence ffiould they expe& a remedy a- 
gainft this fuppofed preternatural evil, but from pretended 
preternatural means ? fo that though we are far from think- 
ing, that it fent men to the devil for help, for charms, and 
enchantments, yet it might eafily induce thofe who firft found 
out a cure for the bite of thofe venemous creatures, to af* 
fume to them/elves fome fupernatural (kill, in order both to. 
gain greater credit and admiration among the people, and to 
prevent their prying too narrowly into their fecrets. How 
much farther tbefe pretended enchanters improved this notion 
of a preternatural, or diabolical vertue in ferpents, above all 
other creatures, is plain, from that vaft variety of furprillng 
tricks, which they attributed to them » ; one of which, and 
that not by far the moft extraordinary, was that of flopping 
their ears, that they might be proof againft all enchantments; 
and it is this, we fhall now endeavour to account for. 

It is not to be doubted, but thefe cunning artifts had ac- 
quainted themfelvcs, as far as they could, with all the various 
kinds of ferpents ; fome- of which, fuch as our common 
fhakes, being found to be perfectly harinlcfs, might ferve 
them to amufe the ignorant, by pretending, that they had 
charmed them into that inoffenfive familiarity, which they 
beheld with the utmoft wonder ; others of a more dangerous 
nature, fuch as the viper or adder, but which only bite when 
hurt or provoked, might be either timed by degrees, and by 
gentle ufage, or rendered harmlefs by breaking thofe two 
teeth, through which they inject their poifon ; the latter 
therefore might be ufed as an amufement, and the former to 
try experiments, to find out remedies ; and both together to 
deceive the world, by (hewing their pretended capacity, or 
incapacity, to hurt or kill, according as they were, or were 
not, inchantcd. But as they found their remedies inefFe&ual 
in many cafes, and againft the bite of fome kinds of ferpents, 
they had no other way to fave themfelvcs, than by pretend- 
ing, that thofe had a particular virtue, which was proof a- 
gainft their charms ; and as the deaf kind is the moft deadly, 
and hitherto found to be incurable, nothing could be more 
natural, than for the pretended enchanters to affirm, that 
their charms coniiitcd in the found of certain words, pro- 

* Vid. Auft. flip, ctt.it. & Pom roN ac. de incant. Tr ith em. 
Steganogr. Tlx m. Iiift. Perf. Delrio. Difquifu. magic, & ak 
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nounced in the hearing of thole reptiles, which could there- 
fore have no effeft again ft them, becaufe they had the (kill of 
turning a deaf ear to them. Hence came the notion of their 
hearing but with one ear, which they flopped either with the end 
their tail, or by laying it clofe to the ground, whenever they 
found themfelves in danger of being inchanted ; and many 
others, equally abfurd, invented on purpofe to account for the 
pretended fuperiority of (kill in this creature, above that of 
the enchanter. 

Thus we hope, that the hiftory of yacob and La ban 
makes it at leaft very, probable, that idolatry, with all its 
long train of vain and abfurd, of vile and abominable atten- 
dants, was at firft foifted into the world from the primitive 
notion of God's omniprefence ; which, through the degene- 
racy and ignorance of the world, which could not perhaps 
comprehend the poffibility of the diety being prefent and at- 
tentive to every part of the creation, branched itfelf out into 
that infinite multitude of deities, of various fizes and natures, 
as beft fuited with their corrupt notions and morals. We 
may add, that the righteous line of Sbem is not the only peo- 
ple, who are recorded to have preferved this pure and primi- 
ti\ e notion, fince, as we obferved formerly f, the inhabi- 
tants of Thebais, or Upper Egypt , did worfhip none but the 
Crieph) or fupreme deity, whilft the lower part of the coun- 
try was immerfcd in the grofiTeft idolatry. How far the early 
notion of good and bad fpirits might further contribute to 
corrupt this pure and primitive fenfe of God's omniprefence, 
and degenerate by degrees into a belief that they were, if we 
may be allowed the expreffion, the eyes and hands of the deity, 
and the inftruments of his favour or juftice, we need not 
fay ; and if this was the cafe, how eafy was it for the corrupt 
phyfiologifts of thofe times to turn them all into deities, and 
even affign them their feveral provinces over every creature, 
according as they found it beneficial or hurtful to mankind. 
Hence proceeded, mofi likely, the worlhip of crocodiles, ibis 9 
rats, onions y garlicky and many more among the Egyptians ; 
and of the heavenly bodies , both by them and the reft of the 
World *. 

Now there is nothing more plain, than that all this infi- 
nite variety of fuperftitions was owing to that infatiable dc- 
fire after thofe various kinds of happinefc, which their vitiated 
tafte made them feck after, according to their different incli- 
nations, from thofe imaginary difpenfers of them. So that 
if the Jfraelites could but have kept themfelves wholly free 

i Sec VohL p aft. • Ibid. p. 24. 

from 



i to 



The Hiftory •/ the Jews 



Book h 



from it, it would have proved the mo ft effe&ual means, perhaps, 
of recovering the reft of mankind, by fetting before their eyes a 
whole nation, enjoying the height of grandeur and happinefs, 
not from thole fancied deities which engrofled the worfhip of 
other nations, from whom they were fo far from expecting 
any bleffings, that they had both them, and their ftupid vota- 
ries, in the greateft contempt and abhorrence ; but under the 
influence of the only fupreme creator of heaven and earth, 
•whom alone they acknowledged to be the bountiful giver of 
all good. Here then was at once the fource of their guilt 
and unhappinefc, that they thwarted, inftead of complying 
with, the defigns of providence j and by their fhameful imi- 
tation, confirmed other nations in their delufions and idola- 
try, whom they were defigned to cure by their utter detef- 
tation of them. 

But there was ftill a farther aggravation of their guilt and 
impiety, the inhuman cruelties which were pra&ifed at the 
worfhip of fome, and the filthy and unnatural ceremonies 
which were ufed at that of others, of thefe falfe deities. All 
thefe may be reafonably fuppofed to have bean invented by 
crafty and defigning men, merely to gratify the depraved ap- 
petites of a fenfelefs vulgar, in order to mak^it fubfervient to 
their more latent views j but when they came to be adopted 
by God's peculiar people, in fpight of all his moft exprefs 
prohibitions and thr earnings, they carried a n\uch higher de- 
gree of guilt in them, becaufe they tended to caft a double 
dilhonour upon him, among thofe wifer heathens, who were 
ignorant of his laws againft them, and yet abhorred them, 
as being manifeftly contrary to his nature. For what opinion 
could they have of the God of I/rael, or how could they be- 
lieve him to be the fupreme being, and yet fufferhis people to 
commit fuch abominations ? What muft even the very Is- 
raelites themfelves think of him, if they could fuppofe, that 
he would indulge them in thofe very impieties, for which he 
had fo feverely punifhed the nations, whofe land they now 
inhabited ? 

To all this let us add their obftinate unbelief, which har- 
dened them againft the moft pathetic rcmonftrances, and 
dreadful thrcatnings of their prophets, whom God ftill fent 
to them upon all fuch defe£Hons ; and who never appeared 
in greater number, than they did toward the approaching 
captivity, which their multiplied impieties were haftening 
upon them, and proved at laft the only effectual means of 
curing them at once of their idolatry and unbelief. Whether 
the feverity of their thraldom, the monftrous variety of fu- 
t?*rftitipnj yyhich ^ e y beheld amwng the Btbylmans* or the 
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continued exhortations of Ezeiiel and other prophets, who 
were with them in the captivity, contributed moil to this ex- 



into the other extreme, and to have ftrove only to attone for 
former faults, by running into others, if not equal in guilt, 
yet at leaft equally dangerous. For the truth of this, w« 
need but refer the reader to what we have had frequent occa- 
fionto obferve concerning them. Thus, forinftance, idolatry, 
once their moft favourite vice, has been fince had in fuch ad- 
horrence among them, that they would not ftoop before a 
ftatue, though it were to pluck a thorn out of their foot * 5 
and may we not reafonably fuppofe, that it was in order to 
make amends for their former unbelief, that they fo greedily 
fwallowed down fuch a number of monftrous fables, of which, 
thofe we have quoted in this hiftory out of their Talmud^ are 
but a fmall fcantling ; and prefer that pretended oral law or 
tradition, wherein they find fuch plenty of materials to ex- 
ercife their faith, to the facred writings, wherein they find 
little or nothing like it ? well might our Saviour charge thofe 
of his time with Jiraining at a gnat> and /wallowing a camel 
f ; and an honeft rabbi of theirs advifes them to infert the 
decalogue in their Talmud, as the only means to prevent the 
Jhameful and almoft univerfkl breach of it araongft them. 

However, it behoves us to fpare and pity them in this 
refpe<ft, finceit was their unaccountable^ fondnefs forthefe tra- 
ditions above the facred writings, that infpired them with that 
bitternefs and malice againft the Mefftah, the redeemer of 
mankind, which made them perfecute him to that flavifh 
death, from which we derive our freedom and aflurance of a 
better life ; efpecially, fince their continuing to this day in 
unbelief affords us fo irrefragable an argument for the autho- 
rity of the OHTeftament, and confequently for the truth and 
divinity of the New ; into which we are not without fome 
furc hopes of their being admitted in God's good time J. 

* See Vol. III. p. 157, note(F). f Matt, xxiii. 24. % VujL 
Rom. xi, pail*. 
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SECT. 1: 



'The defcription of Assyria. 

m 

WE have already accounted for the name of this 
country, declaring it to have been derived from 
AJhur, its firft planter after the flood % and have 
obferved b , that its name extended very far weftward over 
the whole country of Aram, or Syria (Aj, which at this 
time gives appellation to moft of the country between the 
Euphrates and the Mediterranean. Eaftward, fouthward, 
and northward it muft alfo have extended its name, where- 



* See Vol. I. p. 360. b Vol. II p. 232. 

(A) Bochart (1) divides the AJfyrtans into two forts, thofe pro- 
perly fo called, beyond the Tigris and derived from AJbur, and 
thofe on this fide of the Euphrates, who derived their name from 
•yfg Sur, or Tyre (2% by means of an article prefixed thereto, as 
in Q**ll¥n Hajfiirim, but whatever there may really be in this, 
it will, upon examination, be thought to be of no great weight. 
The defcent of the two nations is lb different, the one from A- 
Jbur, the other from Aram, and their diftance from each other fo 
wide, , that we can never think fo flight an accident, as an article 
prefixed to Sur, fhould caufe the potent and antient nation of the 
Arantites, or Syrians, to be called by all the nations about, AJfy- 
rians ; and particularly, when there is fo much to be faid againit it, 
as may be found in the next note. 

(\) Pbaleg. I. 4. c. 3+. (2) See VoL 11 p. 232. 

ever 
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ever its monarchs had eftabliflied themlelves by the fortune 
of their irms (B) . 

If we confide r the monarchy of Ajjyria geographically, we 
have already done much towards a defcription of it, in what 
we have formerly faid of the feveral countries, whofe hifto- 
ries go before, and which may, in this light, be confidered as 
provinces of AJfyria, and more we £hall do towards this work 
in our defcriptions of feveral other countries, whofe hiftories 
are to follow, and which the order we have hitherto obferved 
requires us to defer to the places naturally ^belonging to 
them ; and the fame order obliges us here to confine our- 
felves to the proper AJfyria. 

The precife extent of this country may not exa&ly be Extent. 
known, and it might be labour quite in vain to attempt to 
fettle it ; but taking it to have been the fame with the pro- 
vince of Curdejlan at this day, it lay eaflward of the 77- 
grisy and extended almoft north-eaft and fouth-weft from the 
fprings of that river and the lake Van^ to the province of 
Khuze/idn in Perjia ; or, according to Ptolemy^ it lay along 
the eaftern banks of the .Tigris , from mount Nipbates to 
mount Zagros 9 being bounded on the eaft by mount Choa- 
tras. Such was its fituation and boundaries, as fhould feem, 
and is agreed upon by geographers s but for its exa£t extent 



(B) Where-ever this monarchy extended itfelf, it is apparent, 
that ic extended its name together with its dominions ; fo Mesopo- 
tamia, the Aram Nahar aim of the Jetvijb writers, is faid (3) to 
have been called the Mid-AJfyria ; and fo alfo Babylon and Chaldea 
were reckoned to be a part of that country ^4), as well as the 
reft, we may fuppofe, that owned fubje&ion to the kings of Nine- 
veh. In conformity to this, we are told by Tragus Pompeius (5), 
that the AJfyrians y by contraction, came to be called Syrians. It 
was the firfi great monarchy, and its name grew venerable in pro- 
cefe of time, even to thofe who had formerly fuffered by its power ; 
and hence out of vanity, or from a long fettled cuftom, the nations 
round about aiFetted to call themfelves JJJyrJans, or elfe others af- 
fected to call them fo, or thirdly, they may have been com- 
manded fo to denominate themfelves by the conqueror. To dif- 
mifs this, we would take notice, that there feems to be nothing 
more uncertain, than what the Greeks and Latins mean by Affyria 
and AJfyrian\ they areoffuch comprehenfive latitude with thefe 
writers, as to take in all the country and people between the Me- 
diterranean on the weft, and the river Indus, on the eaft. 

(3) Arrian. Exped. Alex and. I. 7. p. 453. (4^ Ainmian. 

Marcel. /. 23. c. zo> 5) Juft. /. 1. c/z. See Vol. 11 p. z%z. 
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we choofe to pafs that over, as a thing uncertain, and not 
within the compafs of our knowledge. 

This country, which muft, in its happy times, have been 
a land of plenty ( C), has almoft ever fince the fell of its em- 
pire been decaying ; a misfortune which has been particularly 
incident to it, by the very nature of its fituation, which has, 
at times, made it the feat of war between potent empires 
and nations ; and it is now become a wildernefs, a defert, 
excepting fome little land that may be cultivated about the 
few and inconfiderable towns which ftand within its borders « f 
fo that there is but little to be faid of its productions and pro- 
perties. 

We have already faid as much of the firft poftdiluvian ftate 
of this country and its antient cities, Nineveh and the reft, 
as we have been able to gather, fo that we have here nothing 
to do, but to refer back the reader to what of that kind is in 
the former part of this work and proceed to the divifion 
and arrangement of it by the (Zreeks. 

Ptolemy c divides AJfyria^ begining from the north-weft to 
the fouth-eaft, into the feveral provinces of Arrapachitls^ 
Adiahene (D), Arbelitis* Calacine^ or Calachine^ Apolloniati s ^ 

an 

c Rau wolf's Trav. p. ii. c. 9. * See Vol. I. p. 278. 

c Lib. vi. c. i. 

(C) A land of plenty and pleafure it muft undoubtedly have been ; 
but this may not have been the country defignated in fcripture (6) 
by a land of corn and wine, a land of bread and vineyards, m land of 
oil- olive, ana of honey, as Bo chart thinks (7), and Rauivolf (8) ; 
for Rahjbakeh's words, who fpeaks ofthis (9), may, as is moft likely, 
have been under Hood, as of forae of the new conquered provinces 
of AyJJria, and not of Affyria itfelf, properly fo called ; fo that 
this does not amount to a pofitive proof of what is afferted concern- 
ing the fertility and amenity of the Proper Affyria % though indeed 
it muft be confefled to be a very ftrong circumftance to make us be- 
lieve, it was no ways inferior to the country or countries intended 
by the text above ; we may eafily conceive the conqueror would 
have feized on the beft for himfclf, and not have bcftowed it on the 
foreign captives he made and transplanted. 

(D) The whole country has been foinetimes called by the name 
of this part of it. So Pliny obferves (10), that the country of 
Mlabene was in former times called AJJyria ; the fame fays Ammi- 
amu Marcellinus (1 i) t who (12) derives the name from two rivers 
of the country, called Diaba and Adiaba, rejecting the common 

{6) 2 Kings xviii. 32. (7) Phalcg. /. 4. c . 19. (8) In his 
travels, p. ii. c 0- (9) 2 Kings ubijhp, (10) Hijl. Nat. I. v. 

12. (II) Ubifup. (12) /bid. 
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and Sittacene, but there is no pretending to fet bounds to 
thefe fereral divifions, or affigning to each the cities, that may, 
in former times, have belonged thereto. Nor are thefe all 
the parts of AJfyria mentioned by antient geographers : we 
have the name of Aturia f , or Atyria (E), as a part of this 
country, as alfo Artacene (F) and Chalonitis 8 (G). 

Among 

* Strab. 1. xvi. ineunt. s Plin, L 6. c. z6. 
opinion, which derives it from the Greek word AtaGdvm tranjlre^ 

becau/e of the marry rivers which make it difficult to travel or pafs (13). 

Thus it is alfo, that Suidas f 14) accounts for this name ; to which 
he adds fabuloufly, that here is the mouth of Avernus, which fends 
up fo pefliferous a vapour, that no bird or beafl may take in the 
leaft fcent of it, but death mud be the unhappy confequence ; and. 
that hence alfo it was called Adiabene, or Impajfable. To pafs over 
other obfcurities concerning the derivation of this name (15), Bo- 
chart (16) gives it an AJfyrian or Chaldean origin, forming it from 
the Cbaldee 3Hn» or H M "tn or Hadyab, as it is called 

by the Talmudifts and the Cbaldee interpreter ; as alfo ff^HH 
Hadjaba, or Hadjava ; whence he deduces (17) Ammianus Marcel- 
linns' % {18) Adiavena, which whence it became the name of this 
part of AJJyria may be obferved anon, 

{EJ This alfo, though apparently but a fmall diftrift of this coun- 
try, extended itfelf over the whole, and, according to Bochart \ 
was a name fynonymous with AJfyria* allowing only for the diffe- 
rence of diale£t ; the former being the Hebrew, and the other the 
Cbaldee, way of writing this name ; the Chaldees conftantly conver- 
ting the Hebrew \ff Sin into the ]-) Tau ; fo that what the Hebrews 
pronounce AJfyria, they pronounce Atyria. Whatever there may 
be in this, the Greeks plainly took Aturia, or Atyria, to be no more 
than a province or diltridl of AJJyria. Strabo (20) divides Aturia 
from Arbelitis by the river Lycus ; whence it is plain, it was by the 
Greeks reckoned as a part only of this country, however the name 
may have been common to all of it. 

(F) This is fuppofed to have derived its name from the city of 
Erecb (21), or Arec. This is the opinion both of Sca/iger and 
Cafaubon (22) ; and if fo, we have nothing to do with it at pre fen t, 
for it was not in this country, but in the land of Shinaar (23), on 
this fide the Tigris. 

(G) This may have been the fame with Cala and Calacine, for 
which we mult refer to what we have already faid (24) before, only 

O O Fid. Bochart. Phaltg. /. iv. r. 19. (14.) Ad vocem A^or.c*;. 
(1 Fid. Cellar. Geogr. Antiq. Vol II I. hi. c . 1 7. ( ifr) Phal^. 
ubifup. (17) Ibid. (i 8) Ubijup. (19) Pbaleg. ubi fup. 
(20) Lib. xvi. ineunt. (21) Gene/", x. io. (22) Fid. Cellar. 
Geogr. Antiq. ubi fup. (23) Genef. nbi fup. (t|) See Fol. /. 

p. 2 So* iu the notes, 

observing. 
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Among the rivers of Affyria y we may juftly reckon the 

Tigris (H), not only becaufe it bathed all the weftern fkirts 
of this country, but alfo becaufe all the other rivers of this 
kingdom fell into this; as alfo, becaufe the great cities of 
this kingdom h , Nineveh, Ctejiphon^ and others, were fitua- 
ted thereon. The other rivers of lefe note were, the Lycus, 
the Caprus, and the Gorgus (I), at almoft an equal diftance 

from 

h Vid. Cs llak. Geogr. Antiq. torn. II. 1. 3. c. 17. 

obferving, that the Callonites of Folybius (25) may have been the 
fame. 

(H) Said to have borrowed this name from the number of tigers 
on its banks ; and the rather, as there are two other rivers in this 
country, the Lycus and the Caprus, which feem to borrow their 
names from a caufe of the fame nature, the one being denominated 
from a wolf, the other from a goat (26) ; others derive it from a 
Per/fan word, lignifying an arrow* ; by this, and the former, im- 
porting it to be rapid and violent in its courfe : But this is contra- 
dicted by Pedro de la Voile (27 J, who fays,, it is a flower (beam 
than the Euphrates ; and Tbevenot (28) feems to affign a reafon why 
the Tigris mould not be fo very fwift, faying, it is not only more 
crooked and full of meanders than any he ever faw, but aifo choaked 
up with iflands and great banks of ftone. Bocbart derives it from 
its old Hebrew name Hiddekel ; and the Arabs, at this day, call it 

^ ^\f* ^ atm Tlle inhaDitants hereabouts call it Hiddekel to 

this day {zq)- 

(I) The Lycus and the Caprus, according to Bocbart (30}, are 
the two rivers Diaba and Adiaba, or Diana and Adiava. {$2^7 
Dicrva, he obferves, is lupus or lupinus, ivoif, or voolfi/b ; ff^**7 
Diava, being Cbaldee for Ztvoff; and hence he derives the Greek, 
Lycus, which fignifies the fame. Hadiaba, the name of the other, 
lie derive , or at leaft is ready fo to do, from an Arabic word 
lignifying fivlft ; but this is a mod obfeure point ; and therefore 
we proceed to take notice, that thefe two rivers are now called, 
or fuppofed to be fo, the great Zab and little Zab. According to 
Bocbart (31)' tn i* latter name is corrupted from Diaba, or derived 
from the Hebrew *2kX\ Zeeb 9 which differ but in dialect. Tbevenot 
(32 ■ calls thefe rivers Zarb, but f peaks as of but one, which he 
faw fall into the Tigris ; he calls it a large river, makes it above 
half ar. broad as the Tigris, and obferves, that it is very rapid, that 
its water is whitifh and very cold, which he would feeminglyac- 

(H) Lib. v. e. 54. (26) Fid. Cellar, ubi /up. * Vid Grtgor. 

pofihum. />. l 89. ^27^ In bis trawls. (1%) hi bis travels, 

; artz. c. 13. ( 2( )) uwo ' * travels, ptsrt Z. c. 9. ($o) 
Phaleg ubi /up, (.31) Ibid. (32) In bis travels to t be Levant, 
part 2. c, I 3. 

count 
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from each other, and fuppofed to have been all between the 
two cities of Ninas, or Nineveh, and Sdeucia. 

Concerning the natural and artificial rarities of this 
once famous land we have nothing material to fay, and there-! 
fore muft here clofe up this fe&ion. 

SECT. II. 

Of the Antiquity \ Government , Laws, Religion, Cujioms, 
Arts, Learning, and Trade, of /^Assyrians. 

ASSYRIA, which ftands foremoft of all in profane ac- Antiquity* 
counts, is in fcripture the fecond moft antient king- 
dom after Babel, or Babylon. It was founded by 
Afbur, and not by Nimrod, as fome have contended (K), who 

embrace 

count for by its falling from the mountains of Curdeflan, and being 
merely fnow-water. This agrees very well with Boehart's thought* 
iof the fmaller of the two rivers above, the Adiabq, which he 
would have to derive its name from the fwiftnefs of its courfe ; but 
fordimenfion, might, one would think, better agree with the lar- 
ger. And here, by the way, our traveller illuftrates, in fome fort, 
a paflage in the Nubian geographer (33) who, as he is tranflated, 
lays, the two Zabs sltq great rivers, and, when united, equal to 
above one half of the Tygris ; though he fays a little before, their 
mo*ths were fix and thirty miles from each other. It is afked, 
how in this cafe thefe two rivers ever fhould unite ? and whether 
or no the true meaning might not be, that both together would be 
more than half of the Tigris, or fill the fame river one half fuller 
than it would he without them? Tbevenot fecms to anfwer this 
queftion by affirming they do. 

Bocbart (34)alfo feems to think the Gorgus and the Caprus are 
two names in Ptolemy for one and the fame river ; and particularly, 
becaufe he finds none but the two above mentioned elfewhere ; but 
De Ltfle y s maps have three, one to the northward of the two Zabs, 
Which is the weftermoft of the three, and therein differs from Ptole- 
my's maps, w hich make the Gorgus the eaitermoft ; we leave the 
reader to make his choice. Hardouin would have this river to be 
the Zerbin of Pliny, ^35). Cellar ius ($6) knows not what to fay 
to it, obferving only that yoyyU is Felox. which might have tempted 
Bocbart to think it the fame with his Adiaba> which he would have 
to be denominated from its fiwiftnejs. 

(K\ The text (37) which mentions the firft foundation of this 
kingdom is varioufly interpreted, either, out of that land went forth 

(33) Clint. 4. fart 6. (34. XJbi fup. (35) Hift. Natur. 

I. 6. e. 26. (36) Geogr, Aittia, Vol % II i, 3. c. 17. (37} 

Genef x. 1 1 • 

Afhur, 
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embrace the Cteftan fyflem ; and was in the beginning a king- 
dom diftinft from Babylon* though in procefs of tingf they 
cbalefced into one, in consequence of mutual conquefts. AJbur 
departed from the land of Sbinaar 1 upon Nimrod 9 s ufkrpati- 

on, 

1 Genef. x. 10. 



Amur, and huilded Nineveh, as it {lands in our Bibles, as well as in 
the bcffc verfions of the Greek, the old Latin, and the Dutch ; or, 
be [meaning Nimrod] went out into Aflur and builded Nineveh ; ai 
it ftands in the margin of our Bibles, and as it is tranflated by Va- 
tablus, Junius, Bochart, Coceeius, Scbotan, Heideggar, Spanbeim, and 
Le Clerc. Now the whole of the controverfy (38) turns upon this, 
whether the word AJbur, in the text, Signifies the fon of Shorn, or 
whether it fignifies the country of AJJyria ; for both ways it is often 
aflumed in fcripture. Thofe who are for the laft interpretation, are 
judged to force the text, being obliged to fupply a defect in the 
Hebrew, by inferting a particle [into] to ferve their purpofe, while 
thofc who vindicate the other follow the natural order and con- 
ftrufiion of the words of the original as they ftand. But not to 
dwell on thefe grammatical niceties, we chufe to recur to fuch ar- 
guments as may be reafonably offered to fet this matter in a clear 
light. 

. It is on all hands allowed, that the land of A/bur, or A£yri& % de- 
rived its name from AJbur the fon ofSbem ; and, according to what 
we read in fcripture (39), it rnuft have been, that he went out of 
the land of Sbinaar, where all the defendants of Noab were at the 
time of the difperiion, in order to plant or take pofleffion of the 
country fince called by his name ; and can any thing be more na- 
tural, than to fuppofe, that the text before us is meant of this mi- 
gration of his ? And who is fo likely to have founded Nineveh and 
the other cities as himfelf ? except we can imagine it likely, that 
Nimrod made a conqueft of this country before AJbur had well fet- 
tled himfelf in it. If this had been the cafe, the country, it is 
likely, would have been known by his name, rather than by that 
of his great uncle. We elfe where (40) read, indeed, that AJbur 

founded Babel ; but no where is it ever fuggefted, that Nimrod went 
into AJfyria and founded Nineveh. 

It is objected as an improbability, that Mojes (hould introduce a 
paflage relating to a branch of Sbtm, when he was profeffiedly 
writing about that of Ham ; but this is frivolous. Parenthefes of 
tli is fort are common enough in fcripture ; as in that concerning 
Mepbibojbitb (41), and in that concerning Hiram's fleet (42), in- 
troduced in the midft of other difcourfe. A late author (43) affirms, 
the fcripture cxprcfly calls the land of Aflyria the land of Nimrod. 

(38) Vid. Perison. Origin. Babylon, c. A^f. 39. (39) Ubifup. 
(40) Ifai. xxiii. 13. (4O 2 Sam. iv. 4. (42) I Kings x. 
(43 j Bedford, in its Script. CbrowL dtmonjiv. p. 773. 
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on, and built Nineveh and other cities, as Rehoboth^ Calah y 
and Refen ; in k Nineveh * it is likely, he refided, and thus 
eredted a new kingdom, which borrowing his name, was 
called AJhur y or AJJyria. According therefore to our chro- 
nology, we have nothing to object againft the antiquity of 
the AJfyrian kingdom, though as delivered by Ctejias 1 and 
others, who fome how or other happen to exceed him, as, 
for example, Syncellus m , if barely the antiquity of it be con- 
fidered : which would not well ftand by the Hebrew compu- 
tation. But by the Samaritan* which we embrace, this 
boaftcd AJfyrian monarchy, inftead of running up too far, 

k Gen. x. ir. 1 Apud Di odor. Sicu l. ■ Chron. 

p. 165. 

Bochart fhewed him the way, and this would go hard again (I us, 
if the thing really were fo ; though if it was really the cafe, we 
might cite the text in Ifaiah in the note above, in oppofition to the 
text in Micab, which feems to favour this notion. Micab expreflei 

himfelf thus (44% They Jhall nvafe the land of AfTyria with the 
fivord, and the land of Nimrod in the entrances thereof. By this 
the land of Nimrod feems to be quite diftinguifhed from the land of 
AfTyria : So far is this text, as pretended, from proving they are 
but one and the fame ; for the and is fometimes taken disjunctively ; 
but in the paflage before us nothing requires it. Several expofitors 
(45), both J&wijh and Chrifiian, underftand thereby the two coun- 
t ries of AJfyria and Babylon, which were both united in the AJfyrian 
monarchy about the time of this prophecy; for Manajfeh, the fori 
of Hezckiah, under whom Micah flourilhed, was carried away captive 
to Babylon by the army of AJfyria, when Efarhaddon was king both 
°f AJfyria and Babylon, as will be feen in the courfe of this hiftory. 

The author (\(~>), we have been contending with, rcfolving to 
wreft the thing his way, and citing the text in Ifaiah, which we 
think makes for us, viz. Behold the land of the Chaldeans ; this people 
was not till the AfTyrian founded it for them th& duuell in the 

ivildemefs, takes the liberty of inferting the word Nimrod after the 
word AJfyrian, diftinguifhing it by an Italic letter and a comma after 
it, as it it could be a part of the text. This is entirely inexcufa- 
ble in him, who is quite angry (47^ with Sir Ifaac Newton, for a 
little prefumptivc addition of the fame fort (4S). Sir Ifaac New 
ton, indeed, had an hypothecs to ferve, and fo has our author ; lb 
that one. would have thought, he might have over looked a liberty 
in Sir Ifaac, which he rcfolved to take himfelf ; except he imagin- 
ed Sir Ijaac had not the right to do it he had, which he would bt 
a little puzzled to m.ike out. 

(44) Ch. v. 6. (-jO- Pcrizon. ubi fup. p. 47. (4.6 Bedford* 

uhifup- in his preface to the render, p. 3. f 47 > Ibid. , Its bis 

Cljt onol, of anc, kiugd. amended, p. U$, £9* 217. 

•Vol. IV. k will 
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will fell fliort by about 358 years, as will appear by this. 
The whole interval, according to us, between the flood and 
the birth of Chrift is 2997 years : the beginning of Cyrus's 
reign is, by common conient, fixed to 559, or 560 years 
before Chrift : if to this number 350 years be added for the 
duration of the empire of the Medes 9 according to CtefiaSj 
and 1 300 more for the duration of the AJJyrian^ according 
to the fame hiftorian and his followers, the firft year of the 
reign of Ninus^ the firft pretended monarch, will coincide 
with the 2209th year before Chrift, or 789 years after the 
flood ; whereas, according to us, Ajhur built Nineveh and 
founded the AJJyrian kingdom about the year 431 after the 
flood, or 358 years earlier ; fo that with us, its defeft, not 
its excefs, in point of antiquity, may be made an objection 
to the prophane account of this monarchy. In a word, we 
have no obje&ion to the antiquity of the AJfyrian kingdom, 
which may claim place among the firft ; but then we make a 
wide diftin&ion between this fimple kingdom and the grand 
monarchy, which reared its head many ages afterwards, and 
that, for reafons to be found in the enfuing fetStion. 
Govern- Being fo deftitute as we are of fufficient authorities and 
nunt. inftruftion, we can fay nothing in particular of the govern- 
ment of this people, except what may be gathered from the 
conduit and deportment of their princes, in the very little 
we have of their hiftory. That they were a fmall kingdom 
under hereditary chiefs for many ages is not to be doubted, 
no more than that their government was very fimple, in con- 
formity to what has been obferved and related of their neigh- 
bgurs, the Syrians n and Mefopotamians 0 (L). When, in 

after- 

■See Vol. II. p. 254. ojbid. 

(V) There is a difficulty which offers itfelf with regard to Mtfi* 
potamia* which feems to have been very early united under one mo- 
narch, and to have affe£led to rule over its neighbours by the violent 
means of conqueft, when Chujban-rijbathaim came over the Euphrates, 
and made conqueft of the children oilfrael, exafting from them tribute 
for the 1'pace of eight years (49). Who this Cbujbanrijbathatm 
was, and how he came to be fo great a king, as he feems to have 
been at firft, is a great obfeurity. But by the fcripture (50) it ap- 
ears, this Mefopota?nian kingdom, as formidable as it may have 
een at firft, foon mouldered away, and perhaps became extinct, 
by the fucccfles of Otbniel againft it C51 ). Lt Clerc^z) obferves, 

(49; SctFol. III. p. 451. f 50) Jui z . iii. (ji) Ibid. 

(J 2 ) J* J*tic. cap. iii. 6, 

there 
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after-times, they rofe up to the fublimity of empire, their 
government feems to have been truly defpotic, and the empire 
to have been hereditary, which is all we can fafely fay of it. 

Wz have nothing to build upon, or to fay in particular of Laws. 
their laws. We would prefume, they were few and vague, 
depending: wpon the arbitrary will of the prince \ for thefe 
emperors affecting even divine honours, as will be feen in 
their biftory, and fetting themfelves above all the gods of 
the people they vanquiihed p , and fometimes requiring, that 
none other under heaven fhould be worHiipped but them- 
felves *, and even prefuming to pais (entence on the whole 
world r by the word of tfe&r own mouth ; it cannot but 
be imagined, there could ncft be any fettled form of law for 
the government of this people, except we fuppofe their kings 
to have approached fo very near to the divinity they would 
have imrjerioufly arrogated, as never to change, but to con- 
tinue always the fame, which cannot be fuppofed. 

Their, religion is alfo pretty much in the dark : in ge- Religion* 
neral we know, they were idolaters, and that they had their 
idols and their temples. Nifroch is likely to have been their 
principal God, at leaft at one time ; but Selden declares *, 
he knows 'nothing at all of him (M )> and therefore any en- 
quiry 

p 2 Kings xviii. 33, &c. * Judith iii. 8- * Ibid. ii. z. 
* De Diis Syria Syntagm. ii. c. 10. 

there Is no mention made of this Chujban-rijkathaim , in the Oefiau 
feries of Affyrian kings ; and that, according to Eufeiius's computa- 
tion, he fhould. have been cotemporary with Belochus % the nine- 
teenth AJfyrian king according to him (53) ; and tho* Jofepbus (54) 
calls him Qhufarth king of AJ/yria, miflcd by the Cttfian hiftory, he 
does not fee, why we mould depart from fcripture to pin our faith 
upon him. It is impoflible even to fuppofe fitch an inaccuracy in 
the fcriptures, as the calling of this man an Aramite of Mefopota- 
mia, if he had been an AJfyrian. All we would add is, that this 
Mefopotamian kingdom or monarchy was a tranfitory thing, and 
that it, in all likelihood, foon broke into the many petty royalties 
we have obferved there in the preceding part of this hiftory many 
ages afterwards (55). 

(M) All that can poffibly be faid of him is mere conjecture. 
Beyer (56), who takes upon him to fupply, in this refpeft, what is 
wanting in Selden 9 fuppofes, he may have been Saturn or Belus % 

(5 3 ) *be feries of the Aflyrian kings in the following feftion. 
(54) Antiq.Jud L 5. c. 3. (55) See Vol. //. p. 254. (56) In 
Additam. Scld. Syntagm. ii. cap. 10. 

R z o r, 
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quiry after fo palpable an obfcurlty may be needlefs. Ner- 
gal Was not propierly, as fhould feem, an AJfyrian deity, and 
we fhall refume him when we come to treat of the antient 
Perftan religion : Adramelech may perhaps be properly termed 
a god of this country, and is faid to have teen reprefented 
as a mule, or a peacock f ( Nj : Anamelech (O),' in like man* 
ner, is faid to have been reprefented as a horfe, or a phea- 
fant, or a quail 1 ; but thefe are all Rabbinical dreams, and 
to be confidered accordingly. For this fmall part of their re- 
ligion, and fome thing more which we fhall recollect in the 
religion of Babylon* which may have been the ver/ fame, 
we are beholden to the fcriptuHfc'and the Jews ; the reft we 
muft more immediately trace out elfewhere, and accordingly 
look -back to the fuperftitions of the Philijlines* Syrians* and 
Phoenicians . 

Derceto (P), who, according to Ctejias °. muft have been 
an AJfyrian deity, has been fuppofed to be the Philijline 
dagon* but we have denied- it w , and already given the rea- 
fons for our rejection of this notion * ; and though we have 
ventured to call her the goddefs of Af colon f* we confidered 
the country then fubjeftion to the AJfyrians. Derceto* as 
the Greeks call her, (what her AJfyrian name may have been 
we cannot guefs) is plainly an AJfyrian deity, of an inferior 
order, and particularly in fubje&ion to a goddefs our author * 
calls Venus* who may have been the Syrian goddefs at Hie- 
rapolis % or the Phoenician Ajlarte on mount Aphac b. 
Thus we conjecture ; but this AJfyrian Venus will be more 
regularly fpoken of, when we are to treat of the religion of 

r Vid. eund. Ibid. c. 9. 1 Vid. eund. ibid. u Apud 

1 odor. Sic. 1. 2. w See Vol. II. p. 199. * Ibid. 

in the notes. J Ibid. p. 200, in the text. 2 Diodor. 

Sicul. 1.2. a See Vol. II. p. 257. ^ Ibid. p. 315, & feq. 

or, with Kircher (57), that he was reprefented in the form of a 
ftiip, in remembrance of the ark ; but this is mere fancy, as we 
fhall have occafion to fhew in the courfe of this hiftory and that 
of Babylon. He is in the Septuagint called Mefaracb and Afaracb, 

(N) Herfcc he is thought to have been related to Juno (58). 

(O) Both Adramelech and Anamelech are fuppofed to have been 
the fame with Moloc b ; 5 9 ^ . 

(P) She is called by other names, as Adergatis, Atargata % Atar- 
gatis, and the like ; but we fhall forbear faying any further of her 
till we come to treat of the Babylonian Venus. 

(57) /// Pantheo. (98) Beyer. Additam. ubi fut. e. 9. 

<59) Selden. De Diis Syr. Syntagm. c . 9. See Foil. 11. p. 99. 
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Babylon* which was doubtfefe the fame with that of AJfyria, 
being derived from one origin, as the two nations were con- 
fidered to have been by Ptolemy, who calls the kings of Ba- 
by Ion* in his .aftronomical canon, AJyrians* We fhall there- 
fore only for the prefent obferve, that the Affyrians c and Sy- 
rians d paid particular devotion to fifties, in memory, as we 
are told, of the goddefs Derceto of Afcalon* who was wholly, 
or partly, metamorphofed into a creature of that fort c ; and 
that they honoured Semiramis in the form of a dove, or 
pigeon, either becaufe fhe was nurfed by them when ex- 
pofed after her birth or becaufe they attended her at her 
death, when it is fabled, flie was changed into a bird of that 
fort g , which is all we have to fay of the AJfyrian religion in 
this place, except we repeat, that Semiramis was fometimes 
reprefented, as fuppofed h , with a pigeon on her head, 
and called the Sign ; as alfo that fhe was reprefented with- 
out that diflin&ion, and in a particular pofture of pointing 
to the great goddefe*, for a reafon already given k ; as alfo, 
that Sardanapalus was deified, and reprefented in a particu- 
lar habit 1 ; fo that it may hence appear, they deified all their 
kings in general, whence muft have iprung a very multifarious 
idolatry, which is at prefent very much in the dark to us. 

Their cuftoms, their arts, their learning, and their trade, Their cuf~ 
muft certainly have differed but little, if at all, from what torns, arts, 
will be found of the fame concerning the Babylonians^ fo that &c. 
we fhall fufpend what might be gathered in relation thereto, 
till we come to the Babylonian affairs, only referring the 
reader back to the language of Syria* and the alphabet of Their Ian- 
the Syrian character, for the language and character of this g ua g* and 
people, which we have declared to have been the fame m . alphabet. 



SECT. III. 




Of the Assyrian Chronology , to the Fall of the 

Empire. 

E fhall doubtlcfs be excufed, if wc are very ample, 
and even diffufc, in our refcarches after the AJfy- 
rian chronology, it being not only of the greateft 
importance towards fixing the chronology of anticnt kingdoms, 

« D i odor. Sicul. ubi fup. t! Sec Vol. IT. p. 2^9. 

« D 1 odor. Sicul. ubi fup. f Idem iL>i<l- R Idem ibid, 
h See Vol. II. p. z<;8. ' Idem ibid. k Ibid, ibid 5 Ibid, 
p. 259. " 5 Ibid p, 266. 

but 
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but alfo for vindicating the authority of fcripture, which is 
quite averfe to the common prophane account. 
fie cau/es, But firft we would premifc, that the caufes, which may 
<wby the h ave induced or mifled hiftorians fo to err, when they treat 
anttentpro- Q f tne antiquities of nations, were apparently two, ignorance 
fbane bif- an( j vanit y 9 Their ignorance muft have principally proceed- 
* 0f y' s J° ed from the lofs of records, and the neeleft of the earlieft 

pionftrou/iy . . . 0 , r . 

corrupt anJP eo $ ' more antient nations, to keep any fort of 

faJfel in rc S^ cr °f wnat concerned them. The world was peopled 
nubat re- by fucceffion, and the progrefs of wealth, power, and learn- 
gards Af- i»g was gradual ; taking rife in the more early parts, fo that 
fyria, &c. nothing is more natural to aflert, than that fome nations be- 
gan to keep records before others were in being. 

Some nations there were who never kept any records at 
all, as may have been the cafe of the Scythians, and as ap- 
pears by their contcft with the Egyptians for antiquity ° ; 
and thofe who did, could not poffibly do it at once, or from 
the beginning, for want of letters and other material con- 
vcnicncics ; and befides, fuppofing them to have been ever fo 
early in a condition to regifter their affairs, they could for 
a long time have had nothing worth the preferving, and much 
lefs the reading. The firft ages mull have been employed 
in hwfbandry, and providing for the neceffities of life ; man- 
kind increafing into multitudes, and nations growing populous, 
contefts, it is likely, arofe between them about property and 
dominion, and thefe broils may for ages have diverted their 
thoughts from any thing elfe. In fliort, we mull fuppofe the 
world to have been in a calm of peace, and fome nations 
to have made great progrefs in learning, before we can, with 
any reafon, fuppofe any hiftorical monuments, truly fuch, 
to have been taken in hand ; and ere this, the tradi.ions con- 
cerning the origin of the world, and the rife of themfelves, 
may have been quite perverted, or totally loft. 

Bur fuppofing there may have been other nations be- 
fides the Jews, who had preferved their primitive traditions 
entire, they may have perifhed by various means. Thefe 
nations may have, as it were, become cxtindt, or their re- 
cords may have been deftroyed by the malice, or, what is 
the fame, the zeal of parties, whether religious or civil. Kings 
have been known to deface the memory of their predceef- 
fors, that they might, without a rival, be admired by pof- 
tcrjty, of a humour with that Cbinefe emperor who reigned 
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about 209 years before Chrift f, or, perhaps, to eftablifh 
an a-ra as Nabonajfar p , who may alfo have had an ambition 
to appear the headmoft of the Babylonijh kings ; but, by the 
way, this feems not to have been the cafe with him, as we 
muft have occafion to obferve, more than once, hereafter. 

Such may have been the interruptions of the regular de- 
fcent of hiftory to us ; though wars, whether foreign or 
domeftic, muft have been more particularly fatal to the ar- 
chives of all nations in general. It has been, almoft ever, 
the policy of conquerors to deftroy them, to obliterate the 
remembrance of what the vanquifhed may formerly have been, 
as alfo to remove all monuments, which, by the fight of them, 
might excite to rebellion and revolt. Conquerors alfo there 
have been, who have been moved merely by ignorance or fu- 
perftition to do the fame ; as may be obferved of the Moham- 
medans^ where ever their arms have prevailed. And though 
it may be faid, that the Romans were, in this refpedt, fa- 
vourable to the Greeks^ we do not underftand, that thefe laft 
were over and above indulgent to thofe they conquered, the 
Egyptians excepted, whom they may have fpared for the fame 
reafons the Romans fpared them ; becaufe they beheld them 
as their matters in literature and knowledge. 

If then we call to mind the many revolutions which every 
nation has in its turn undergone, we need not wonder, why 
the antiquities of the feveral parts of the World are fo utter- 
ly unknown, or, what is next of kin to it, fo deeply in- 
volved in the mift of fable. 

The Babylonians , or Chaldees^ are allowed once to have 
had a regular body of^genuine hiftory from the origin of 
things, and, by the fragments of it, we underftand it to 
have been agreeable to what we read in the mofaical 
writings, which perhaps may have been taken from the Chal- 
deans , from whom the Jews were defcended. But this Ba- 
bylonian account has been long fince deftroyed, and abfurd 
tradition and ridiculous tales have taken its place ; which is 
the more to be regretted, as we are allured by Jojcpbus q , 
it was a moft valuable remain. 

For us to have received any tolerable account of the ori- 
gin and remote hiftory of nations, they fhould, from the be- 
ginning, have communicated their records with each other ; 
and the hi Dorians of every country fhould have been as fedu- 
lous in collecting and digefting the affairs of the neighbouring 
kingdoms, and ftates, and actions they knew, as of their own : 

+ Martin Hid. Sinic. I. 6. p. 239. Coupl. Tab. Chron. 
Sink p. 17. p Synoall. p. 107. * CoiUr. Anon. 
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and in this cafe, nothing but an univerfal ruin could have 
made the defolation, their fucceeding generations have beheld 
as well as we. But the nature of things would never allow 
of this, as may be obferved by thofe who are converfant in 
very antient tranfa&ions ; and particularly that ridiculous va- 
nity, which may be, faid to have begun with the world, and 
will, it is likely, end with it, has at all times rendered it im- 
practicable. 

A country no fooner began to flouri/h and refine, than va- 
nity, that darling folly of men and nations, took birth, and 
increafed with its fplendor and profperity ; and prefehtly it 
could admit of no competitor, but muft look on all its neigh* 
bours round with contempt ; and this doCtrine infufed into 
the natives, a national pride is contracted, than wjiich no- 
thing is fo unpardonable, nothing more repugnant tb reafon 
and good fenfe, and nothing, in the main, fo definitive to 
the peace and happinefs of mankind. And this vanity, ad- 
ded to the complete ignorance of what has paft aforetfqie in 
the hiftoi ians, for the moft part, of antiquity, has been pro- 
ductive of the monftrous births which are a reproach to the 
fcience. 

We might point at many glaring inftances: of the ill ef- 
fects of what we are here complaining of ; but' fhall on this 
head juft touch upon the Greeks, to whom we are chiefly in- 
debted for the antient prophane hiftory, confining ourfelves 
to what at prefent is before us, till we ftiall have occafion to 
refume them hereafter. They, we may aver of them, were 
more infeCted with this folly of vanity, or, at leaft, as much 
as any nation, that has ever fubfifted under the fun. It is 
plain they defpifed the hiftory of all other nations befides 
their own, never concerning themfelves therewith any far- 
ther than it interfered with themfelves, and even then they 
introduced it rather to adorn their own character, than to 
preferve any thing to us by way of information. 

And this in nothing appears more plainly, than in 
their flighting, and even deftroying the Per/tan records, 
v hen they became mafters of that empire. No one of their 
hiitorians, that we are aware of, ever confulting them to 
complete a feries of the Per/tan affairs : nor was there a na- 
tion they were folicitous about but the Egyptians , who af- 
fected a deep filence, and cared not to tell them any thing 
very much to the purpofe. Some of the Greeks indeed, whofe 
good fenfe got the better of their national pride and prejudi- 
ces, as Eratq/ibcneSy Hecataus the Abderitc, and Menander 
the Ephejiatij may be quoted as exceptions to whfct we have 

been %ing, as well as forne foreigners, fuch as Birsfus, Ma- 

2 net ho 9 
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netho 9 and fame others, who were encouraged to write the 
hiftories of their refpe&ive countries for the ufe of the Greeks* 
But ajl this but adds weight to the guilt of that affuming peo- 
ple It is plain, they did not in the leaft regard them ; for 
not one of them has reached our days, nor fo much as one 
Greek that had made any large extracts from them, if we ex- 
cept fofephus and the Chrijlian chronologers, Africanus, Eu- 
Jebius 9 and Syncellus^ if they may be allowed to have been of 
the number* 

No polite nation has ever been more egregiou fly faulty, in 
mixing truth with fiction and yet they feem to have thought 
no nation fit to meddle with hiftory, though their own, but 
themfelves • as may be feen by Di odor us *Si cuius, who, in 
writing of the Egyptians and Chaldeans, never mentions a 
word of Berofus and Manetho, preferring his own crude indi- 
geftions to any thing in them. And fo with regard to Ajjy- 
ria, inftead of reforting to fuch as might truly inform him, 
fuch as Polyhijlor may have fomerimes been, for ought we 
know, he runs riot after Ctejias, a" moft fabulous writer, as 
will be amply demonftrated in the courfe of this fedlion : But 
being a Greek, he was preferred by the vain partiality of his 
countrymen, 2nd his hiftory has had the good fortune of 
reaching ilown'to us, while others have fuftered the fate which 
Ctejias and Dioddrus had deierved ; the fate which Trogus has 
undergone, * who, by his epitomifer, is "not much to be la- 
piented. 

Thes£ writers were like moft of our moderns, who, for 
what concerns the Mohamnieda'n hiftory, confult the Byzan- 
tine hiftwiansj or, by liftcning to the lame relations of igno- 
rant travellers, give into endleis errors they might have avoid- 
ed, by looking into the tranflations and extracts the learned 
would furnifh them, if they would be at the pains of inqui- 
ring after them . 

And now, to return more immediately to our point, there 
have been great and powerful nations, who have for many 
ages paft been no more j of this number are the AJfyrians, 
Babylonians^ and Lydians. Their records and their hiftorians 
have long fince been annihilated, The Greeks, by a vain neg- 
ligence and infolent contempt of them, knew little or no- 
thing concerning them ; and no other nation, the *Jews ex- 
cepted, can tell us any thing about them. Hence, and for 
rcafons to be hereafter fubjoined, wc make no account of the 
common hiftories of thefe nations, and particularly of the 
AJfyrians* We are now to enter upon an obfeure rafk, which 

has confounded fome of the beft chronologers, who have un - 

Vol. JV. S warily 
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warily been driven to endlefs fliifts, to make out what tjiejr 
adhere to. But as our defign is to fhew they have been all 
milled, fome few excepted, as Marjham 9 Newton* Cellariusy 
Montfaucon* Du Pin* and fome others, we fhali take little 
or no notice of them. 



/TABLE of the Succeffions of the Assyrian Kings* 

according to Eufebius, and Syncellus. 



According to Eufebius. 



According to Syncellus. 



Years. 



1 Ninus reigned - - 52 

2 Semiramis - - - 42 

3 Zameis, or Ninyas - 38 

4 Arius - — - - 30 

5 Aralius - - - - 40 

6 Xerxes, or Baleus - - 30 

7 Armamitres - - - 38 

8 BeUochus - - - - 35 

- - - 52 

... 32 

- - 30 

- - - 20 



■ 

9 Bal-eus - - 
jo Ahadas - - 
3 1 JIAamitus - 

12 Manchaleus 

13 Spherus - - 

14 Ma mi t us - 
35 Sparetus - - 

16 Aftacadis - 

17 Amyntes - - 

1 8 Bel-ochus ( QJ 



I 

2 

3 

* 

s 

6 

7 
8 

9 
10 

ir 

12 

*3 
16 



30 
40 

40 

45 
25 19 

R) 



18 



reigned - 
Ninus - - 

Semiramis - - 
Ninyas, or Zames 
Arius - - 

Aralius - - - 
Xerxes - - - 

Armamithres - 
Belochus - 

Balaus - - - 
S ethos - - - 

Mamythus - - 
Afchalius - 
Sphajrus - - 
Mamylus - 
Sparthaus - - 
Afcatades - - 
Amy rites - - - 

Belochus - - - 



Years. 

- 55 

- 52 

- 42 

- 38 

- 30 

- 40 

- 30 

- 38 

- 35 

- 52 

- 32 

- 30 

- 28 

- 22 

- 30 

- 45 

- 25 



19 Bellepares 



( Q.J Or Bolochus ; he had a daughter called Atoffa> as alfo 
mh amis, who reigned with him twelve years (60). ' 

(R) /to* and Alexander Polybijlor (61 ) divide this feries of kings 
into two dynairies, which we* have diilinguifhed by this chafm. 
This Belochus, who finifties this dynafty, is called by the fame au- 
thors (62) Be Ileus the Dercetad, and in him, fay they, the race of 
Semiramis became extindl ; when Beletaras f Beletores, or Bellepares, 
the king's gardener, in a mod extraordinary manner, feized on 



(60 J Eufeb Pamph. Chronic, lib. pofter. p. 8o, 
Agath. /. 2, p. 63. {bi)Jbid. 



(61) Apud 

the 
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1 9 Belltpares - 

20 Lamprides - 

21 Sefares - - 

22 Lampures - 

23 Panyas - - 

24 Sofarmus - 

25 Mi t reus - - 

26 Tautanes - (S) 

27 Teuteus - - 
* * * 



* 



* 



* 
* 













2a 








45 








27 


- 


3 2 




40 


* 




* 













20 
21 



23 

24 

*5 
26 

27 
28 
29 

3^ 



Belatores - 

Lamprides 
Sofares - 

Lamphra'cs 

Panyas - 

Sofarmus - 

Mithraus 



30 
30 
20 

3° 
45 



- 27 



Teutamus 9 otTautanes(T) 32 
Teutaus 



Arabelus 
Chalaus - 
Anebus - - 



44 

42 

45 
38 



Ariux (V) - - - 37 

28 Tbinaus 



the empire for himfelf, and delivered down the fame to his fuccef- 
fors, till it fell under Sardanapalus. The firft dynafty of thefe 
kings then, ending with Belocbus, mull be called Dercetad<r, from 
Derceto, the mother of Semiramis (63). 

(S) According to Eufebius (64), under this king Troy was taken. 

(T) Synce/lus (6j) tranfcribes the fame from Eufebius in the note 
above, obferving it was in the year of the world, 4124. 

(V) Though Syncellus, in the note above, feems to agree with 
Eufebius % as to the reign of the king who was on the throne of Af- 
fyria when Troy was taken, he brings that event down to this 
reign. He obferves (66), that this king was by the Greeks called 
Tithon, the father of that Memnon, who was by his father fent an 
auxiliary again ft the Greeks, and fell by the hand of Achilles. He 
tells us the copy of a letter from Priam to him, was handed about 
in his time ; and alfo that he was called Tautanes the Second. This 
flory is borrowed from Ctefias (67), who calls this king Teutamus, 
with Syncellus 9 but makes him a diltinft perfon from Tithon, the 
father of Memnon. This romantic author \Ctefias~\ tells us, he 
fent 10,000 Ethiopians, with as many Sufians, people widely dis- 
tant from each other, together with 200 chariots, to the fuccour 
and afliftance of king Priam, who was his tributary. Tithon, ac- 
cording to this fame author, was at that time governor of Perjia 9 
in higheft favour with the king ; and his fon Memnon 9 who com- 
manded thefe auxiliary forces, was then in the flower of his days, 
and had built a palace in the cattle of Sufa, which retained the 
name of Memmnia to the times of the Perfians, and had paved a 
public way, which retained his name many ages afterwards. Buc 
it feems (68), the Ethiopians next to Egypt denied all this flory, 

(63) Diodor. Sicul. /. 2. (64) Ubi fupr. p. 90. (65) Chrono- 
graph, p. {66) Ibid. p. 155. (67) Diodor. Sicul. B>- 

blhtbic, Hift I. 2. p. 7-. (62 ) Fid. <und ibid. 

S 2 and 
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28 Tbiruzus 

2Q Bercilus - 

30 Rupales - - 

31 Laojihenes - • 

32 Pyria tides - • 

33 Opbrateus - • 

34 Opbratenes - 

35 Ocrazapes - - 

36 Tonos ConcoleraS) 



by the Grit'. 
Sardauapali 




30 
40 

38 

45 

3° 
20 

42 



- 20 



33 
34 
35 
36 

37 
38 

39 
40 

4* 



Ltercylus - 
Enp acmes - 
Laojihenes - - 
Pertiades - - 
Ophrataus - - 
Ephtceres - 
Aeraganes - 
Tbonos Concoleros 



* 

- 40 

- 48 

- 45 

- 30 

- 21 

- 52 

- 42 

- i5 



Total 1460 



Total 1240 



iT ABLE 0/" /A* Succeffions of the Assyrian Kings 9 

according to the Canon of Scripture , and as they Jiand in 
this Hijiory. 

According to Scripture. According to this Hiftory. 

1 Pul 1 Pul 

2 Tiglath-pilefer 2 Tiglathpilefer 

3 Shalmanefcr 3 Shalmanefer 

4 Sennacherib 4 Sennacherib 

5 A[f ar '^ a ^ on 5 JJfarbaddon 
* * * * 6 Saofduchcus 

7 Nabucbadonofor,OT Chynitadon 

8 Sarac, or Sardanapalus. 



% 



*The firft It is furprifmg, how many fagacious and inquifitive men, 
tew*. hiftorians and chronologers, both in antient and modern 

times, have blindly given into the errors, and general for- 
gery of the firft table. To reconcile it with fcripture, to 
which it is quite repugnant, they have raifed fuch hypo- 
pothefes, as arc contradictory to all hiftory facred and pro- 
phanc, though at the fame time nothing is eafier, than to 
detecT: the whole impofture, fo grofs and palpable it feems 
to be. The two lifts which form this firft table are de- 
rived, notwithftanding the variations in them, from one 

and pretended Memnon was their countryman, and made fliew of 
hh palace, which in our author's days they continued to call Mem- 
noma. More is faid in contradiction to Ctejiass flory, but we may 
perhaps hav* anticipated too much upon this head, and therefore 
drop the fubject for the preient. 

formed 
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formed by Ctejias, who concluded his hiftory of the AJJyrians 
with a lift of kings from Ninus to Artaxerxes r . Cajior 
copied him, who was again copied by Eufebius f ; who, as 
Ctejias had taught his author, begins with Ninus, while Syn- 
cellus, on the other hand, begins with Belus, and affigns him 
a reign of 55 years, though Cajior 1 , whom in this he fol- 
lows, declares the length of Belus 9 s reign to be uncertain. 
But this is not the only difference between them ; Syncellus 
has in his lift four kings which are wanting in that of Eufe- 
bius, and which are no where elfe to be met with ; which 
whence it fhould come to pals, we fliall forbear to enquire 
(W), and the rather, as we fhall endeavour, with the con- 
currence of feveral great men before mentioned, to deftroy 
the whole on both fides ; but firft we would obferve, that 
Syncellus exceeds every body in the number of years he al- 
lows for the duration of the AJfyrian monarchy, for while 
St Augujlin* allows it but 1305, Cajior 1280, Eufebius 
1240, FelUius 1070, Syncellus gives it 1460, therein greatly 
exceeding his original author Ctejias, and his two copyifts, 
Diodorus and Trogus, who mention but about 1300. 

Since therefore thefe computations' are primarily bor- 
rowed from Ctejias, and lengthened and fhortened apparently 
to the fancy of the feveral writers his fucceflbrs, it will be 
abfolutely neceflary for us to enquire into what foundation he 
builds upon, whether his fuperftru&ure be raifed upon truth 
or falfhood. Ariftotle, who was almoft his cotemporary, 
declares him a writer unworthy of credit, and whoever pe- 
rufes his Indica muft immediately conclude him to have 
been a man of no fort of fincerity ; nor is Arijiotle the only 
one of the antients that has declared againft him, nor are his 

r Phot. Biblioth. p. 134. Tmemat 72. Vid. etiam Diod. 
Sic. 1. 14. r Vid. Marsham, Can, Chron. fecul. 17. De 
Rcgib. Aflyr. 1 Apud Sync ell. p. 206. "DeCivit. Dei. 
1. 18. c 20. 

(W) Though it may be in vain to inquire after this feeming in- 
terpolation of no lefs than four kings in Sytteellus, we may offer it as 
an argument to prove the unfettlednefs of the whole feries. It was 
certainly a vague period of hi ilory ; and from the variations of it, 
may be ftirewdly fufpc&ed of being raifed upon no fure foundation, 
upon no fuch folid bafis as truth. As the whole mull have been 
a fable, thofe who treated of it ufed it as fuch, by altering it at 
they faw good ; or elfe, we cannot fee why the feveral authors and 

tranferibers Ihould not agree together ia effemials, which we find 
they do not. 

bulica 
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Indica the only proof we have, that he was a fabulous writer, 
as may be gathered from what is to follow. 

Were his chara&er better eftablifhed by much than it is, 
his lift of the AJfyrian kings would be no proof of the du- 
ration of that empire, nothing being eafier than to invent 
names, and to add What lengths of reign we pleafe to them w, 
and efpecially for a man who pretends actually to have feen 
fiich things in India as never were, and never can be. Upon 
this the queftion might naturally enough be afked, Might 
not Ctejias as well forge his AJfyrian hiftory, as create the 
world of monfters he talks of in India ? And might we not 
as juftly fufpeft him of falfliood, when he pretends to have 
compiled his hiftory from original records, as when he gravely 
avers to have been an eye-witnefs of what no mortal alive 
can believe ? 

. And this queftion may be the more pertinently afked, as 
both his relation of the Indies and his hiftory of the Aflyrians 
are equally marvellous, and equaliy impoffible. Who can fee 
Ninas at the head of millions of men, at a time when the 
earth muft have been but thinly inhabited, when mankind 
muft have been a good deal in a ftate of Simplicity and na- 
ture 3 who can read this and add faith to the hiftorian ? or 
who can read his ftory of Scmiramis ; her mighty valour 
and heroic deeds at the age of twenty, or thereabouts ; her 
two millions of men employed in the building of Babylon , her 
300,000 flcins of black oxen, made up in the form of ele- 
phants, and other things of this nature, and not conclude, 
that what contained it was no genuine hiftory, but a moft 
barefaced romance ? In a word, his AJfyrian hiftory, as it 
{lands in the next fe&ion, is moft evidently calculated to afto- 
nifh and amaze, and to ftrain credulity beyond 'all poflible 
bounds. 

Wh a t particularly argues his lift of the AJfyrian kings of 
the grolTeft forgery, is, that it is a medley of Greek* Per- 
fian* Egyptian , and other names. Spbarus* Lamprides* La- 
ojihenes, Dercylus^ are Greek names, and very common ones. 
Amyntas is the name of a king of Macedon \ Arius is the name 
of a king of Sparta. Pyritiades is regularly, as fhould feem, 
formed from Pyritisj a medicinal herb, with which Cteftas y 
as a phyfician, muft have been well acquainted. Xerxes y 
Armamithresj Mithratts 9 are Perftan names. Sofartnus* 
Recording to himfelf, is the name of a king of the Afedes> 
which how it fliould have come to pafs, may not be fo very 
unaccountable, confidcring the tranfition of the empire from 

* Dv Pix'i Hiftor. Bibliotfi. des Hiftor. p. 284. 
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the AJfyrians to the Medes \ but how Setbas, the name of 
an Egyptian king, fhould alfo have been the name of ah Aj- 
Jyrian 9 is what we are wholly at a lofs for. Nothing is 
more obvious to tbofe who have dipt into genuine hiftory, 
and efpecially the fcripture, than the wide difference between 
the AJfyrian names and the Perfiam 9 and the ftill wider be- 
tween the fame and the Greek ; fo that nothing can be laid 
in his behalf, except that he tranflated fome of the original 
names, which is absolutely falfe ; nay, he is confefledly fo 
ignorant in this particular, that he had even no notion at all 
of the AJfyrian names, how they were pronounced or uttered ; 
fo far was he from knowing how they were compounded, 
and whence they were formed i a moft glaring inftance of 
which will be ft en anon. • 

Ag Aig, in all long lifts of kings the fame names, or fome 
fuch, are obferved often to return ^ and this is no where 
more remarkable than in the five names of the AJfyrian, 
kings, which fire all that are recorded in the canon of fcrip- 
ture. Puly or Phul 9 Tiglatb-pilefer or Tiglath-pul-ajfur , 
Sbalmanefer, or Shalman-ajfur y Efaraddon or AJfur-haddon. 1 
For the AJfyrians 9 to all appearance, borrowed their names 
from their own gods *, or from the gods of other nations in 
repute among them. Thefe gods feem to have been Bel 9 
or Pulj Chaddon y Haddon, Adon 9 or Adonis y Melecby or 
Moloch^ Atfur, or AJfur, Nebo 9 Nergaly Merodacb \ as for 
inftance in the following, befides the names above, Adra- 
melechy Sbar-ajfury NabonaJfar 9 or Nebo-adon-ajfur 9 Bel- 
a don, Cbyniladon 9 or Chen-el-adon 9 Nebo-pul-ajfur, Nebu- 
chadnezzar, Nebuchadonofor or Nebo-cbaddon-aJfur 9 Nebuza- 
radan 9 or Ncbo-ajfur-adon, Evil-merodachy or Ilvoradamus, 

and many more that might be brought to illuftrate this 
point/ After this, who muft not rejedt the wild and arbi- 
trary names in Ctejias ? who is fo ignorantly extravagant, 
as to fuppofe Sardanapalus to have been the Greek name for 
the laft AJfyrian king, though fo naturally deriveable from 
AJfur-adon-pul 9 while he pretends his AJfyrian name to have 
been fonos Concoleros, a name which bears no manner of 
relation to the AJfyrian language, or any other that we at pre- 
fent are aware of > a name moft evidently coined to amufe 
and catch the ear. 

If in feven AJfyrian names, all that are mentioned in the 
. canon of fcripture, five of them belonging to fo many kings, 
and two to the two fons of Sennacherib^ there appears fuch 

fimilitude and near relation, would not the fame, in all 

* Vid. Selden, de DiisSyr. 

likelihood. 
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likelihood, have been often repeated, and^ continually but 
varied, in a long lift of 36 of them according to Eujebius* 
or 41 according to Syncellus ? but nothing of this kind is in 
either of them to be obferved ; - the names of all of them are 
different and independent, except in a cafe or two - 9 and to 
crown all, in neither of them is there one name at all be- 
longing to any of the Affyrlan Icings in fcripture. To fup- 
pofe thefe names to have been unknown to the Greeks, 
would be next to fuppofing they were perfeft ftrangers to the 
AJfyrian affairs ; and fo all that Ctcfias has written, and o- 
thers after him, would fall felf-condemned to the ground. 
But this is what we can yery fafely contradict , they were 
actually known to the Greeks, or the moil curious of them, 
and particularly to Herodotus, who, though he mentions but 
one king of Affyria, calls him exactly by his true name, the 
termination excepted, Sennacherib ; and we may thence very 
fairly conclude, that had he compleated the hiftory of Affyria 
he promifed, we fhould have read the names of the reft of 
the AJfyrian kings in him with as much accuracy ; and the 
rather, as we have the experience of his conforming with 
fcripture, in the names of feveral of the Egyptian kings : incon- 
fideration of which, and the contradictory writings of Ctefias % 
jt may be juftly wondered, why Herodotus fhould labour un- 
der fo much obloquy and contempt with many of great learn- 
ing and judgment, while all the abominable untruths of 
Ctcfias, though obvious to every fenfe, arc fwallowcd and re- 
ceived for granted, even though he in every particular 
clafhcs with fcripture ; while the former confirms it, wherc- 
ever he happens to fpeafc of things there handed down to us. 
A monihous inequality fome of the bed and moft religious 
■of us have been abfurdly guilty of 3 an inequality never to 
be excufed, but in thole who have nothing to plead in their 
behalf but ignorance and want of difcernment. But this has 
hjen more properly di feu fled in the preface, and therefore 
Wj return to what more immediately concerns us. 



Thk names \\\Gufuis, and the number of them, arc not 
alone what may prompt us to pronounce him guilty of for- 
y.vy ; the length of the reigns may be urged as another 
aiiMiineni a;\iinJi him ; except it be anfwered, that in thofe 
\ cry earl / days, fo nearly bordering on the times of the de- 
Iu'h- inch Iciv.'.th is a»>t to he wondered at. lint this would 

1 ' si 

he no anfwu" at all, cipecially for at leait tl.nee fourths of 
them, who mull have lived when the hie ol man was reduced 
to ils prefeiu iiandard. Ami this remote anliqtiity is what 
inuil alio he ui jed a"aiult Cteftm, and particularly, as he 

writes 
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writes \£ $\tf$: ppeo/lfton to the fcriptuje, Ninus, accord- 
ing .to him muft haye reigned before the days of Abraham* *nd 
cgnqueraj Perfia, Media, Egypt, AJfyria* and all Afia j and 
Jiis wife SerniramU , his iojmedkte fuceeflbr, adds and 
Ethiopia thereto, n Bujt what trace do we find &f all this in 
the bppjk of Genefis ? ey.cn none. The Canaanhes vyere un- 
der their own kings or patriarchs, ages after Abraham; the 
Jtfoabites, the Ammonites,, the Midianites, the Edomites, the 
Amalektiesj the Philijlints, were fubje.dk to no foreign yoke, 
j^d frse from fttange lords, till they began to be perfecutetf 
£y the fjvprd of 7//w,/.. " feemingly ' enjoyed feerfelf i? 
p.eace,. apprehenfive of jao danger from without, till Sen- 
mchrib, bent upon eftabliftirig and enlarging his empire, 
jnxoyed towards Egypt with deGgn to invade it. In proof of 
: all which, we ijeed Qnly refer to the hiftories of all thefe na- 
tions in the . former part of this woi£. It appears then, tha.t 
no AJfyrian en,emy was in thefe parts for many ages after the 
pretended dates of Minus and Semiramis, and that Jill Syria 

•and Mefopptamia were fee alfo from any fubje&ionto AJJyria y 
may be proved as plain. 

Th.e Syrian monarchy was cqnfeffedly older than the Af- 
Syrian >> .extended on both fides of the Euphrates,, under 
tfadade&r .king of ftobab, and rofe afterwards to its meri- 
dian unfcx .the race of the Damafcme kings, and particularly 
in .the days .of Rcn-hadad and Hazacl* : Thefe ruled a 
xnighty empire. Where .then .were the AJfyrian monarchs 3 
Co .extenfiye in tbeir command, and fo jealous of their 
power ? David* b.efore thefe, was mafter of a confidcrabje 
extent of all on this fide the Euphrates 2 , and had no Affyrian 
to difpute the honour with him. The Phcvnicians continued 
in independence aud freedom, till the days of Shalmmefer* 
who was fet at defiance by the Tyriam*, though he was the 
third of that fortunate and conquering race. Coniuk the 
hiftory.of JtidaM, Syria, and Pbawice, and you will perceive 
no glimpleof an Affyrian monarchy till the days of Pal, who 
lived above 2200 years after the deluges according ,to the Sa- 
maritan computation, which we profefe to follow. 

We have formerly b aliqoft ventured to allcrt, Unit the 
AJJyriaus impofed their religion on the Phunicians and Sy- 
rians ; which, if it can any way be made to appear, mujb 
Argue the AJJyrian monarchy to have been pofterior to the 
ajjtient Syrian empire. We have fcen, that the autient wds of 

y.Sce Vol. II. p. 4 84 § .& fcq. "See Vol, (I. p zy.y Sc Vol. 
HI. p. 5^1. A M 1: u a m . apud Joseph. Antiii. Jiidai. I. ix. c. 
14. bSrc Vol. II p. \io. not. (Kj. 

Vox.. IV. v T Syna 
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Syria were Rhnmtx, Adady and other deities of mortal ori- 
gin, their moft renowned kings-** . Thefe were the gods of 
the Syrians ; but they ceafing, as- it were, to be a people by 
their captivation 4, others wertf introduced into the country, 
as thecuftom was c ; and accordingly, in the* temple of the 
great Syrian goddefs at HierapMsy we find theftafues of 
miramis and Sardanapalus f ; ^ Thefe, as AJfyrians* muft 
have been unknown to the old inhabitants of the country; 
and to confirm us in a certain and well-grounded belief, that 
they were both of them later than the kings of Da*tafcus y 
we would u*ge, that Senriramii herfelf is 1 faid to hate been a 
Pbili/Iine, to have been born in the neighbourhood of Afca~ 
lon^ at a time when the whole land was in fubje&ion to the 
AJfyrian kings, and, as fliould feem, in the reign of Nimus«. 
When this cairpoflibly have been, but after the fubjugation 
6f the Proper Palcftine^ together with the neighbouring 
countries, by the fucceflbrs of Pul 9 we leave any 6ne to 
judge ; the fcripture affords no materials towards even any 
conjecture of the kind, as may be eafily difcerned by the hif- 
tory of the Pbilijtines* in the former part of this work. 

The father of ThammuZj or Adonis * is (aid to have been 
an AJfyrian * $ and it is. thought, the whole fyftem almoft of 
the Syrian and Phoenician fuperftition migrated from the 
banks of the Tigris 4 ; and as this feems very natural, and 
may be fupported by many powerful arguments, "we are ap- 
parently wrong in not rejecting Ctefias y who, in oppofition 
to fcripture^ Herodotus* and other more undoubted autho- 
rities, is guilty of a forgery of the moft folemn and delufive 
kind. 

Having endeavoured to deflxoy the credit of Ctejias, 
arid therewith the firft table of the AJfyrian kings from Eufe- 
hi us and SyncelluSy we will proceed to fettle the chronology 
of the AJfyrian empire in the beft manner We are abte, by 
talcing into confideration the fecond table. By the hiftory of 
Syria and the neighbouring countries it appears, the AJfyrians 
had ' o power in the weftern parts of Ajia till the reign of 
Puly who made his firft appearance on this fide the Eu- 
phrates ^ in the decline of die kingdom of Damafcus : What 
they had before that time done in the eaft, does no where 
appear ; but that the foundations of die monarchy were laid 
by Puly or ibme near predeceflbr of his, by conquefts nearer 

c Ibid. p. 255. d Ibid. p. iqo. * See before, p. 132. 

( See Vol. II. p. 258, & feq. " Ctbi. apod D1000R. Sicul. 
J.2.P.65. * See Vol. II. p. p.1313, not. (S). 1 Sir Isaac 
Nswt, Chroh. of Act. K'mgi. Amended, p. 27. 
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home, if a matter never to be doubted. We have elfewhere 
(aid*, that the AJfyrian monarchy cannot be dated much 
backwardcr than the days of Mtnahem ; and this is not on- 
ly to be demonftrated by fcripture and Ptolemy's agronomi- 
cal canon, but by feveral of the mod approved and fmcereft 
propbane writers. 

Herodotus V that venerable and much injured hiftorian, 
obferves :tfcat the JJjrrJans had been mailers of the Upper 
4fi* 520 years, when the Afedes threw off their yoke ; and 
that the empire of the iatter fubfifted no longer than 150 
yeany, indufive *f the 7A years, during which the Scythians 
ruled Afia* Thefe two nuns added together amount to 670 
years, for the whole duration of $e two monarchies of the 
Affyriws Jjfedes, which being added to the epoch of 
Cyrus before Cbrift* which is univerfally ftated at 559 
years be/orp .Cbri/i* will make 1229, the whole interval 
between, ^he. jfirft rife oif the Ajfyrtan monarchy and the 
birth of Chrift % which *uts off about 1000 years from the 
common prophane accounts ; though it' will exceed the sera 
of NaUmJfar 'by 458 years f and therefore Herodotus' % 
numbers, as they R^nd with us, are doubtlefs too long, 
though, fo much mart of Ctt/ias and "his followers. But, by 
the way*, we would add,, tfcafc Herodotus' s computation is not 
above 200 years later than the days of CBuJban-riJhathaim 9 
king of Jldfyopotams4 9 or 'Jram-nabaraim, who kept the chil- 
dren of ffrael under for the fpace of eight years, till they 
wete delivered from him by Otbniel ro . In what fenfe this 
Cbujban-rijbatbaim may have been confidered as an 4ffyrian^ 
we take not upon us to fay ; or whether he was fo or not, 
farther than we are obliged to declare him not to have been of 
that nation *, feeing he is in fcripture n called a Mefpo ta- 
miafty and feeing we might with a? rnuch ju/lice call Che- 
dorlaomer an AJfyrian^ though he is cxprefly did to have been an 
JEIamjte, 01 Per Ran : and this care in the facred pen-men, thus 
to diftinguifli the men who from the beginning made inroads 
upon the Cifeuphratenftan regions, exprefly faying the firft was 
an Elamitiy the fecond a Mefopotamian % andexprpfly calling Pul 
an Affyrlan % leaves us no room to imagine, that the two 
former were kings of AJfyrta 5 but that Herodotus fhould 
be a little elder in his date than may have been quite exaft, 
will , hot perhaps be wondered at by thofe who rightly confi- 
der what we have urged in the former part of this fe&ion. 

k See Vol. I, p. 381, 1 1. 1. c. 95. - Judg. c. iii. vsr. 8. 
* See before p. 1 30, note (L). n Judg. iii. ver. 8. 
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Again, Herodotus tells us' that Smiramiii wfio^ accord- 
ing to Diodorui SJ cuius p , or C/g/Ku rather, was the? wi fe of 
NiniiSi was but live genera- ions before Nhccrh, the mother 
of Labynetus [PiiLonadius'] the laft kirg of Babylon* which 
as, by the largeft computation; it cannbt exceed 20d yea're*; 
flie may have been the wife of fome- one of the Kings in Pto- 
lemy's canon, and perhaps of Nabdnaffhr hirfifelf. 
, For thefe reafons is Herodotus ^much to be relied on, dnd 
For the fame are we much' £o regret the hiffbry of Affytia Mt 
promifes ; and for which 1 fte doublefs was fdrflrfned with very 
valuable materials. He aaualty travelled the cotmfry, and 
converfed with the natives \ which though a late author * 
fna'kes flight of, prefarriing the inhabitants tiiight be tfiiftakeri 
themfelves, and 6ohfequeritly leaU tilth into errdtt 5 yet muft 
it lie acknowledged to make greatly irf favour of Herodotus; 
ft nee he could poffibly have mi ho better means 6f info rela- 
tion, except he" had had an opportunity of cbhfuitirig the na- 
tional records themfelves. 

Tti&R is : M riot fhpported arid folded by fome of the very 
tveightiefr of th^ ahtients. Mofyfiusbt Haticarhajjiisi takes 
notice, that the AJfyfi'dn aridities kxi rufl up into fable ; 
that though th&- monarfchy-^ a*htferffc, it dfd tl6c extferid tivfer 

A verv vrent Wart of ARa' arid" that it $M ri'di ft rfotferit 24 
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t.df AJia\ irid that it fybi Mi fo 1 jfdteii 
Medeij which arofe tipori its hiiris. .. Jpp 
' ■ of the three enipires, the Ajpf 
Yfidn* to have made up 1 no tiibr 



than, goo years, which being added to 336; the epoch of 
Alexander before Chrift, will remove thtf 'rife of Ajfyriah 
inonarchy to tlic diftance of 1236 years before thrift, Which 
will exceed the chronology of Herodotus above, r>jfr lid more 
than feven years ; upon which vve cannot but wonder, St, 
'Jerome who follows Ciefids y fliould roundly aflert, that 
Ninus was the firft that ruled over all Aft a* and that all the 
Greeks, as well as the Barbarians, were of the fame mind. 

Such are the fehtimcrits of tlic molt judicious of the pro- 
phanc hiftoiiaiis, concerning the duration of the AJJyrian ino- 
narchv ; and they fcem to have the concurrence 1 of Homer 
on their fide, who, in recounting the molt potent princes of 
the earth, at the time when Troy was lidieged, is quite fllcnt 
as to any AJfyrlan monarch, though, after llie rate Ctejias 
reckons, that ten years war was waged within the AJfyrlan 
dominions. 

1 

0 Ubi fupra, c. 184. P I. 2. p. 67. <i Ma Rail. Cad. Cliron. 
p. 522. 1 J3Li)^oki>, in his Script. ChrotioL p. <* J. i. 

1 in Pri'fat. j). 5/ u InHoieani, c. 2. 
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By #6 hate faid igairitf tHe ftrffc fable of die i^rfc* 

kings, according to EtifeMtis and Syncellusj affttf ttfe prepara- 
tory atfgurrtents 'we tttVfc been hfing iii behalf 6f the fefcbnd* 
according tb fcripture' and iliis hiftory,- it muft appear ttf an 
attentive reader* thit {-he AJfyHdH monarchy is of late date^ 
in Cbmp&rifori of \frhat Has been too much imagined, even by 
fbifte of the rnotf learned ; as alfo, that it is in fcripture^ 
that \fre have the niareft view of the rife of the monarchy be J 
fore ; artd more particularly, fince it is evident* Pfoieihy'd 
Candfly that there were really no kings of vtry extraordinary 
fiiiiiheries before the reign of'Nabo'HdJJar^ may have been! 
* defeefldant bf PtkH\ the firft Ajfyrian rhoflarcH Mentioned 
ift fefiptufd, £ point,-' wHidi may be moire properly difctiffid 
in the chronology of Bahyloh \ though* b'y the waf $ Pto/efhy 
Calls all the Icihgs ifi his tantin Ajfyrian^ which Was a com- 
Jnbil pra&ice 

Ttiii' Authority of this fkriiotis canon is hot to be diluted,- 
itdi-xt rhoft KeriiarkaWy reduces the Ajfyrian a?ra to the bounds 
of Icriptufe hiftdrjr, or nearly fo ; for tholigh' Pul hinifelf 
will n6t fall within the cbfripafe, he wHl fo little exceed it, 
thlt it miy b'6 offered as a very pbwefful argument* to evince, 
he Wa3 : th<§ firff cdiifiderablfe ihonaffch ih thefe parts : biit this 
beirig what We iiiiy have occafidn to refume hereafter* W£ 
proceed to what we have more immediately under confide- 
ration. 

To fix the exaft sera of the- Ajfyrian monarchy is what 
we cannot pretend to, except we do it relatively to ourfelves 
ih the wefterh pdrts } and iii that cafe we muft compute from 
the year of Puft ftrft appearance on this fule of the Euphra- 
tes ^ which was about the fecond year of Aknahem, 23 years 
before the :cra of NahonaJfar y 222$ years alter the flood 0 
and 771 years before Chrift. 

Thus far it is Ho difficult matter to afcertain the beginning 
of this empirfc. Its end m:iy perhaps be iribie nearly lixed, 
though tliat is wldt we airihdt fettle bcyoiid all pofllbility of 
difpute. The text of fcripture, which gives us fo near a 
profpciSl bf it^ beginning, and relates tb us fdiiie of the re- 
markable trahfadlioiis bf live bf its Moll pbte'itt princes* 
drops us on a Hidden ; fo that we are obliged to relort to the 
Apocrypha and Ptolemy' a canon, for the fuccwdors of the great 
Hfarh addon. The hobic of 'Judith fo very nicely correfpondi 
with IlcrodotuSy in what he fays of the war between the (ie- 
clining AJJyrums and the riling Males y that we have not i 
;}b)e to avoid adding faith thereto ; and feeing the reign ol 
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Nabuchadomfa moft naturally coincides with that of Cbyni- 
laden in the canon, we have ventured to pronounce them to 
have been one and the fame Icing* the, fecond in defcent from 
E far h addon, or Ajar add in : as for Sarac 9 whom we borrow 
from Pelyhi/ler % and whom we alfo call Sardanapalus 9 from 
a fimilitude of his ftory and exit in the fame hiftprian, . with 
what is related thereof by Ctejias, we fliuft confds ourfelves 
confiderably in the dark, as we may note hereafter in the bo- 
dy of our AJfyrian hiftory. In the mean time it g&y he ob- 
jected to us, that PolyhiJIer is a follower of Cteji#s 9 and as 
fuch we havfe v confidered him : but we would anfwer, wkh 
the affiftance of Sir Haac Nnutom r 9 That there 1 may be 
fomething of truth in the bottom of the Ctefian Hiftory, as 
there ufes to be in romances ; as that Nineveh was. deftroyed 
by the Medts and Babylonians > that $ardanapa/us was the laft 
king of the AJJyridn empire, and that AJiibores and A/Iyoges 
were kings of the Medes. But whence it is, that we have 
no fuch name as Sarac in the tiabonaffarian canon, we (hail 
here forbear to enquire ; feeing we may have a more conve- 
nient opportuaity of offering our conjectures concerning, him, 
when we come to the hiftory of his reign ; and therefore, 
fince nothing pofitive can be afcertained, as to this laft ftage 
of the AJfyrian monarchy, we here conclude this fe&ion. 

S E C T. IV. 

• * 

The HiSiory of Assy k i a, according to Ctefias of 

Cnidos, and bis Followers. 

ALTHOUGH we have condemned whatever is here to 
follow as forgery all and falfehood, yet, as it has been 
fo long received for truth, by moft of the wifeft 
and moft fagacious hiftorians and chronologers, and, as we 
may fay, from all antiquity admitted into the body of hiftory , 
we are under an indifpenfible obligation of producing it here 
in all its particulars, as it is, with great fblemntty and all 
poffible confidence, handed down to us, Ninus (X), a 

prince 

* Apud Stkcili. y Chronolog. of ant. kingd! amended, 

(X) We will not take upon us to fay, there never was fuch a Icing 
as Ninus f or fuch a king as his pretended predeceflbr Belus ; but it 
is very likely, thefe names were forged by the Grteh> or others, to 
aceennr for the building of the two great ci tic j, Nineveh, and Ba-. 
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prince of martial genius 1 and raimenfe ambition, refolved to 
make a conqueft of the nations round about, and ere£t an 
empire over diem : to this purpofe, he afiembled together the 
robufteft of die youth in his dominions, and diligently train- 
ed them up to the exercife of arms, and enured them to hard- 
lhip and labour, and fitted them for war* (Y). 

Being now in a ftate to execute his purpofe, but appre- 
hending Re might fee flopped m his career by the A T fa Hans, 
whom alone he dreaded, as a bold and refolute people, jea- 
lous and tenacious of their liberty, he entered into a league 

* Apud Diodo*. Stcul. Biblioth. Hiftor. 1. a. 

♦ 

bel 9 or Babylon, However, thus far we know ; he cannot have been 
Nhnrod, or j$hr rather, their ages not atall agreeing ( 69) , and there- 
fore, it. is impoffible, Nitms Should hate been the firft king. We 
would do all we finely could to reconcile the facred hiftoiy with the 
profane, and will allow, with feveral, that Nimrod nay be Betus 9 
and Jj&ur Ninus ; or let Nimrod, as others (7.0) think, be the fon 
. Af Btba, (whom they will have to be Cufl>\ and let Ninus, be the 
fon of Nimrod but then let their works and exploit* be fui table 
with the early times they lived in, not fuch as we read of in Diodo- 
rus Sicuius (71) i let the cities they build be plain, and without art 
and cdft. Let them reign agreeably to the ftate of things in the 
firft ages, without pomp, without luxury. Let them wage war, 
but let it be in thier neighbourhood, not in far diftant countries ; with 
a few thou&nds at their hceUv not with millions ; with rude and 
undifdplined men, not with regular bodies of trained foldiers. 

(Y) We cannot forbear thinking, that the whole (lory of Ninus, 
is, with fome variation, a copy of that of the great Egyptian Sefo- 
ft™ (7 2 )» and .the rather, ft* we actually find them confounded toge- 
ther as one and the feme pexfon 1 for Txetxes 1 73 J exprefly calls Sefijlris 
king of Jffyria* and obferves, he is the fame Diodorus Sicuius caHs 
Se/oofis (74), that he was monarch of the JJJyrians, that he ruled 
over all lands, and that he yoked kings to his chariot.. In fhort, 
he at length relates the dory we have upon the fame occafion told 
of the Egyptian Sefojhris (75), without the leaft variation, except 
that he calls him an JJJyrian. 

The parallel is plain ; Jmenopbis trains up a number of youth to 
the fatigues and exercifes of war, to fcrve under his fon in the con 
qoefts foretold of him (76), the world being then unconfeious of 
the havock of the fword ; Ninus does here the fame, and with the 

fame intent, except that thofo he trained were defigncd to fervc an 
der himfelf. 

(69) See before, p. ia8. (70} Pets v. de De£r. Tempor* (71) 
Biblioth. HiBor. I. a. (72J See Vol. II. p. 9, tfc. C75) 
CbU. 3.9. 83, sdcalc. edit. Gal. Herodot p. f>7(>. (74.) Set 
Vol* II p. 9. ( 7} ) Ibid tf'fy. (76, Hi* p.Zi. 
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with Ariaus their king ; whereby if lie did 'not obtain his 
immediate afliftance, he might, at:leaft, fecur.e his iigutraH- 
ty and .connivance (Z). I}u£ Jri/fus joined forices with him, 
and marched with him into 'Babylonia (A). The city of Ba- 

' byfan, 

* 

(Z) It is made an pbfeftion to the Ctcfiap hiftory of ,Affyria 9 that 
it introduces a king of the Arabians before the Arabians .were a people; 
pur author (77) fuppofing tjiempriginally defqe^d^d of ^^/.the.fon 
pf Abraham/, but this cannot hpfd good, /or' the- jCOUfttiyV^ before 
planted by Johtan 78 ^. But what is more material and unanfwerable 
is, the queftion that jnight.lje^fked concerning^hefe $Ttij.GB£ Arabi- 
ans, How it was they were in Ninus's days fo famed for war and 
love of liberty ? How cam,e Ninus to know this? \^e , u^derfl^nd 
fay this hiftory, that Ninus was the firft t^iat invaded .the rights ,qf 
his neighbours.; and tyranny and flaveiy fe$gi by t^shiftory to hav^e 
been at thefe times unknown. If 'then thefe Arabians h?L& never 
been invaded, they never cpuJd 'have diftinguijhed ,&emfdves in 
thefe relpefjts from the reft of the narjpns 2 'and if rj>ey had been 
invaded, it is plain, Ifinjts was not the firft warrior f or confjufrpf. 
"\Ve read, that Sefofiris king of Eppt fubdued the '. Arabians ..(7g) v ; 
^nd in this particular, indeed, our fjarallel between him znjl'Nwus 
is interrupted, fi.ut is Sefofiris ofcjcr in tjiete parts ^ari iW^a/ ? our 
author (Bo) infinuates no. By prophane authors. 1 they" muft have 
been nearly or an age, Now if Sefofiris conquered .the Arabians, 
it is no great fign they were invincible. Wjhiat dtjier conqueror these 
(houl/l have been in thefe parts, before ,thele two, we perceive npt ; 
Juftin (81) reckons them t.\vo of the firit that difturb.ed . the .peace 
of xjic world in Afta. If Afia had been free from war till tfye days 
of Ninas* and if he was the firftthat affecled to rule over his neigh- 
bours, ^he Arabians mult, tp all appearance, have been as ignorant 
in martial affairs as other nation?. On the other hand, \f Ninus 
was later than Sefofiris, and if .this laft actually fubdued the Arabf- 
ans, what had Ninus to fear from them, that he mult cpurt them 
after this rate, arid lay himfelf unu'er the obligations he .afterwards- 
does to their king? The inconnccYion and forgery is palpable. It 
is wonderful, that fuch IhilF as this fhould .ever have raffed with 
men for hiltory, when it is even too filly to be called good romance, 
which ought to be the fhadow of truth and probability at leait. 

(A) If Ninus rcfided in the country we now ca^ll AJfyria, ^aiicl. if 
this mighty Arabian Aruvus ruled over the cpuntry \vc now call 
Ar.ibia, he could not with more convenience at all have joined his 
AJfyrian friend, than by marching through the kingdom of Babylon. 
Now it thefe Babylonians had been fo feeble as here represented 
our warlike Arab might have fubdued them in his march, and made 

(77) Hern. Montfauc. afiud. Du Pin. Biblioth. Uni v, desfliJJor* p. 
2H6. (78) See Vol. I. p. m . ( 7y ) /V. 11 A. 22. (Bo) 

Diodor. Sicul. /. 2. (Hij'Itf. i. 4 . 1. ' f 1 
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Chap. S. The Hiftory of the Aflyrians. 

bykti) fo famous fince, was not at that time in being ; 
though the province itfelf was ftored with cities, whofe inha- 
bitants, unknown in the arts of defence (B), fell an eafy prey 

to 

aprefent of them and their country to Ninus, upon their firft greet- 
ing ; and the gather, becaufe it would not only have redounded 
to his honour, but have faved time and expence alio. 

(B) Why the Babylonians lhould have been fo particularly ignorant 
in martial affairs beyond their neighbours, is what we can no more 
conceive, than why the Arabians fhould have been fo particularly 
verfed therein. If the Arabian had been what he is reprefented, 
it is very ftrange, the Babylonian fhould not have dreaded fo turbu- 
lent a neighbour, and provided for his own fafety againft him. And 
here we would obferve, that, according to our author (82-), and by 
what is bbferved in the. note nexc above, the Arabians muft have 
been famous warriors, before the AJfyrians themfelves knew any 
thing of the matter ; and if fo, it would be but natural to fuppofe, 
that the Babylonians, who, lay between them lhould have cultivated 
the ufe of the fword before the AJfyrians, and that for feveral rca- 
fonsy and particularly, as it fo ftood them upon, to be on their 
guard againft fuch an enemy as the Arabian. But, as natural as this 
may teem, we are here told quite the reverfe ; the Babylonians knew 
nothing of the matter, and they were fvvept away at once. They, 
it feems, knew not the Arabians were fuch a people as we are told, 
and contracted nojealoufy from the extraordinary preparations and 
proceedings of their neighbour, the king of AJ/yria; and fo neither 
took the field, nor walled their cities. How likely this is to have 
been, we leave the reader to judge,, and lhall only add, that thisL 
account clafhes very remarkably with two very exprefs and impor- 
tant pafTagcs of facred hiltory relating to the Babylonian kingdom, 
which rep re fen ts this country to have been the firll after the flood 
where any great buildings, as cities, and the like, were creeled, 
and particularly the tower of Babel ^83) ; and the people to have 
been a warlike cntcrprifmg nation, fo early as the days of Abraham, 
when we read of a king of Sbinar, or Baby Ion (8.}. , making ex- 
curfions upon the Canaanites and others, in company with the king 
of Elam (85). This Babylonian king was plainly a warrior ; and, 
according, to common computation, could not have been much, it 
at all, later than Ninus. The city of Batlra was, we find by our 
author, fo Jtrongly walled, as to be in a inannncr impregnable. 
But Babylon, it i'eem:;, was as yet not in being, and the whole pro- 
vince, and its more antient cities, were fwept away at once. How 
this agrees with the fcripcure, wc leave the reader to judge; it i^ 
foto carlo diltaht from it ; as may be more amply obierved hereafter. 
In the preceding note we have endeavoured to c.vpoie the ablur- 

(B2) Ctef. apml Diodor. Sicul. nbifupr. Ste FA. I. p. \ 1 

'& feq. Set FoL II p. 1 Go, <J Jtq. W p. joi. (Hy) 

iiencj. xlu. 
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to the turbulent and afpiring Minus, who impofed on them an 
annual tribute ; and carried away their king and all his chil- 
dren, whom he afterwards put to death (C) . He then fell up- 
on Armenia with a mighty hand, bore down cities and all be- 
fore him, and inje&ed fuch a terror into the hearts of all the 
people there, that their king Barxanes- himfelf waited on him 
with rich gifts, and made- fubmiffion to him j which had this 
effect, that Ninus courteoufly left him in poffeffion of his king- 
dom of Armenia ; but upon this condition, that he fliould be 
to him as a yaflal, and ferv$ him in his wars, whenever he 
fliould require it (D). Encouraged thus to proceed, he makes 
an attempt upon Media , and overthrew its king Pbarnus, 
though at the. head of a mighty army. Moft of the army 
of the Medes he flew, the king himfelf was taken prifoner, 
together with his wife and feven children, and crucified » (Ej. 

And 

* Apud eund. ibid. 

v 

dity of this pofition ; but though the Babylonians fliould have been 
more ignorant in war than tKe nations round about ; it muft have 
been, becaufe they had never known what war was. In this cafe, 
ic muft be fuppofed, their neighbours, not excepting any, muft have 
been as ignorant therein as themfelvei. One warlike nation always 
makes another, and fo on. 

(C) What this prince fliould have done to provoke Ninus to ufe 
htm in this cruel manner, may be very hard to come at ; but it 
is plain, he could give him no great offence ; his weaknefs and 
inactivity feem to have been the only crimes to make him ob- 
noxious to the AJfyrians ; and that thefe were the crimes he <uN 
fered for, may be unnatural to fuppofe. In a word, it feems Co 
have been the firft thing that came uppermoft, and to have been 
faid at a venture ; perhaps for variety fake. 

(D) This king of Armenia, it is plain, at ftrft made fome refif- 
tance ; but, finding himfelf unequal to his adverfary, fubmits to 
be his vafTal, and, in confideration of this, his life is fpared. This 
looks as if he not only refifted at firft, but. made terms for him- 
felf afterwards ; or we cannot poflibly perceive, why he (hould 
be fufFered to live any more than the apparently innocent and ; 
oftenfive king of Babyhn ; whofe cafe, if true, muft have re- 
dounded much to the difhonour of this new conqueror ; and 
not, muft rerk-ct highly on the judgment of the rclater, who cou 
make his hero fo cruel and undiftinguifhing a man ; fo that he * 
Ninus does not make the figure of even a common hero in a ro- 
mance, who ij commonly propofed for a pattern of true juftice and 
magnanimous proweft. 

(£) If there be any coherence in the narration thus far, it it 

in the gradation of refinance in thefe three nations that were firft 

attacked, 
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And flow nothing would ferve him, but he rauft make 
himfelf matter of all Afia^ between the Tanais and the Nile\ 
and that he might, with the more fafety, enter upon this 
enterprife, he fixes an intimate friend of his in the govern- 
ment of his new conqueft, Media , while he marched away 
againft the other provinces of AJia, which, in feventeen years 
time, he reduced, all but Baftria and India. The number 
of the nations he fubju gated, it feerns, are no where enume- 
rated, or the battles he fought by any one defcribed and 
reckoned 5 but thus far, we are told, is known ; he made His con- 
himfelf matter of the fea-coafts, as well as of the inland parts, quefts* 
conquering Egypt, Phaenice, Ccele-Syria , Cilicia, Pamphylia, 
Lycia, Carta, Phrygxa, Myfia, Lydia, Treat, and Phrygia 
upon the Hellefpont, the Propontis, Bithynia, Cappadocia, 
together with the barbarous nations from Pontus to the Ta- 
nais ; the Cadufians, Tapyriatts, Hyrcanians, Dacians, Der- 
bicians, Carmdnians, Choramneans, Borchaniam, and Parthi- 
ansy not excepting Perfia, Sufiana, and what was called Caf- 
piana, which he penetrated by the paffcs called the Cafpian 
Streights (F). Other nations of lefs account he now fub- 

dued, 



attacked, upon the fuppofition, that the world in thofe days 
knew not what war was. The Babylonians y who were firft 
attacked, make no refiftance at all ; the Armenians 9 whofe turn 
was next, make fome faint Ihew of refiftance ; and now the Medes, 
who came third in turn, refift indeed. For here we find, they 
hpi regular armies in the field to cope with Ninus ; and a mofl 
hfoody battle is fought. Pharnus, according to this, mull have 
^ue a very extraordinary progrefs in the art of war, and mull 
have been a furious enemy ; and might have been a rebellious 
vaftal, and a turbulent neighbour, if he had been permitted to live ; 
and fo he is put to death, with all his family. But this Mede feems 
to have been as much too ftrong, as the Armenian and Babylonian 
are too weak ; the whole has all the air of untruth and incon- 

iiftency one could wifh. 
.. (F) Such was the extent of this youthful monarchy according to 
•^•author. All thefe conquefts were made, with uninterrupted 
:udcefs, by Ninus ; an J thele numerous nations, and others, were 
. ; ?r after confidered as parts of the AJfyrian monarchy, till its 
^jfolution ; a fallhood, which may be proved by what we know 
jthe hMory of every of thefe nations ; who if they were in very 
early days conquered by any antient AJfyrian Icing, Ninus, or any 
other, their fubjeftion can have been but for the time. Wc know, 
by the hiftory of the feveral nations that precc.lc in this work, that 
they were free from any Jffyrian yoke, from the firft times we know 
of, down to the days of Put ; an interval of many ages during which 
no Adrian monarchy exifted on this fide the Euphrates. Sj that if any 
¥J TJ z lack 
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dued, but found it impra&icable to make any notable im- 
preffian on the BaQriani^ who were fecured by the difficulty 
of their pafles, and the numbers of their hardy warriors (G K 
and therefore he defers his war with them, till he fhould oe 
better aflured of making his attempt with fuccefs K 

h Apud eund. ibid. 

i 

fuch there had been, and if its duration was fuch as Ctefias and 
his foUewera report, it mult, according to the Hebrew computation; 
or the Samaritan, have taken rife many ages before the deluge, 
and have ended about the time thefe nations, and particularly all on 
this fide the Euphrates, began to have any being that we know of ; 
for, from the days of Abraham down to jfV, there is no veftige 
of an Affyrian power extended over the weftcrn parts of Ajta. 
This is plain, and is enough to prove this monarchy took birth 
in the pcrfon of Pu/, the firft Affyrian king, according to fcripture ; 
after him thefe nations, or many of them, and particularly thofe 
on this fide the Euphrates, did confefledly pay obedience to the Af- 
fyrian throne ; which before that time they certainly never did, 
at lead for any continuance ; fd that there could have been nothing 
of thfe pretended Affyrian monarchy from Abraham to Pul 9 which 
is an interval of about 1150 years, which, being added to the 
years of the interval between Abraham and the flood, will re- 
move the rife of this monarchy fo near to us, in com pari fan of 
what prophane authors tell us, that we may reckon it to have 
been of late origin. 

(G/How thefe SaSriam came to be fuch very hardy warriors 
is perfectly in the da*rk to us ; they muft never have bad the ex- 
perience of a fingle campaign before they had to dd with the am- 
bitious Ninus. The fame arguments may be brought to prove, 
that Ninus could not pofBbly know what they were for foldiers, 
as we have, a few notes above, offered to demonftra te he could 
know nothing particular of the martial capacity of the Arabians ; 
for if we fuppofe, with our author and Trogui (86), that Ninus 
was the firft real warrior, we cannot allow, there can have 'been 
any nation famous for arms till after his conquefh ; and though 
fomc nations, during his progrefs, may have put themfelves in a 
pofture of defence, and gathered together in the nature of an ar- 
my, X'trus could know nothing particular of them' till he had 
tr:cd them ; and could have nothing to apprehend from them, ex- 
cept he judged by their ilature and Urength of body ; which may, 
it is moil likely, have been the fame in ail thefe neighbouring na- 
tions In fliort, confidering the advantage he had of numbers and 
experience, as alfo the torrent of his vi&ories, it were ridiculous 
to fuppofe, he eould dread any one of thefe nations more than 
another. 
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Leading his army back agai 



to his own country Returns 

called]' (H), he ^determined to raife himfelf into bit 

Mereat a name for his magnificence at home, as he hoped •<«/» w 
he fhould enjoy for his warlike exploits abroad ; and, with "j. 
this defign, marked out a fpot of ground whereon to ered 
a city, which for extent and ftatelinefs, fhould not only far 
furpafs all that had ever before- been in the world, but alfo 
be fuch as fhould, with the greateft difficulty, be equalled 
by any other prince in ages to come (I). Having difmiffed Dijmiffit 
the Arabian king, who had followed him in his wars, with the king < 
high honours and noble gifts (K) ; and having got a 
tude of hands about hiih, and amaffed a treafure proportionable 
to his Undertaking, he laid the foundations of his intended 
city, which rofe to that ftupendous degree as was never af- 
ter beheld in any city whatfoever. It flood on, or near, th? Nineveh 
Euphrates (L), : furrounded with lofty walls and towers 5 the built, am 
former being 100 feet in hejght, the latter 200, and 1500 ^Mf*-. 
in number ; for this city waa an oblong fquare, no lefs thai* 
480 ftades ih circumference, or 6b miles ; the walls were fo 
Very broad, that three chariots might drive theison a-breafh 
This city, wHich he honoured with his name, Ninus [Ni- 
neveh], he gave f6r a poffeffion to the raoft eminent of the 
Afyrians (MJ, with liberty, at the fame time, for thofe of 
any other nation to fettle there, adding thereto a large ter- 
ritory to be dependent thereon c . 



c Apud eund. ibid. 

* * 

(H) We have already (87) obferved, that Syria and AJfyria arc 
promifcuoufly ttfed for each other, and that this is the caufe of 
much confufion in geography ( 88) . 

* (I) This 13 Sefoflris exactly : Thus he, returning from the com- 
queft of Afia, applied bis mind to fuch ftupendous works, as might 
immortalize bis name, and rverlaftingly contribute to the public 
good (89/. 

(K) Thus alfo did Sefoflris to his army (90). 

(L) This is falfe ; it was not the fituation of this city (91). 
This inaccuracy, which is more than once repeated by our au- 
thor (92% has been noted by fevcral geographers and others ; 
but whether he borrowed the miftake from his admired Ctefias, 
or whether he flruck it out of himfelf, is quite uncertain. 

(M ) This dgain ii almoft the very ftory of Sefoflris, who fettled 
certain portions, by lot, of the moft fertile land in Egypt, on bis 
whole army (93). 

i 

(87) See before, p. 122. (&S)Ibid.&p. 123, note(B). (8q)See 
Vol. II /. 26. (90^ Ibid. (91) See Vol. I. p. 279, not. (B). 
(92) Diodor. Sicul. Bibliotb. Hiflor. I. 2. (93) See Vol. II. p z ?. 

This 
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Ninus m- This work difpatched, but in what fpace of time thejr are 
gain mmkts not fo good as to tell us, Ninus takes the field again to fub- 
<war <wieb due the Ba£lrians 9 whom he had left unconquered ; and 
the Ba&ri- though in this expedition fuccefs and triumph crowned his en- 
ans - deavours, it is for nothing more remarkable, than for his 
Semiramis marriage with S emir amis ; which leads us to f^y fomething of 

the obfcurity of her birth, and the fublirrjity of her elevation; 
ker birtb. Her birth and extraction were, to be fure, more than merely 

mortal, for {he /prang from a goddefs, Derceto by name, 
who had a temple ere£fed to her near a fifhy lake, not far 
from Afcalon in Syria (N), who came to be reprefented by 
a woman upwards and a fifli downwards (O), upon the fol- 
lowing remarkable occafion : This goddefs, fome how or 
other, laboured under the difpleafure of Fenus r who, to pu- 
nifh her, caufed her to fall impatiently in love of a youth, 
who, among others, happened to be paying facrifice to her, 
and unfortunately conceiving by him fhe was deliver- 
ed of a daughter ; but afhamed of her guilt, and defi- 
rous to conceal it, fhe murdered the youth, and expofed 
the infant among the rocks of a defert, and, overwhelmed 
with grief and difliqnour, threw herfelf headlong into the 
lake, and became a fifh (O*). Mean while the unhappy in- 
fant was miraculoufly fuftaincd and nourished by a flock of 

(N) As much as this city was in Syria, it was a city of the Pro- 
per Palefiine, and belonging to the Pbilifiines (94.) ; fo that by this 
account, as we have obferved elfe where (95), Semiramis was a Phi- 
liftine by birth, and confequently could have no manner of relation 
to the king of AJfyria, either as his fubjett or his vaflal, till after 
Che conquefl of that country by the fuccefTors of Pul, many ages 
after this pretended time. 

(O) Hence fhe is fuppofed to have been the fame with the Pbi- 
liftine Dagen, who is commonly fuppofed to have been pictured in 
fome fiich manner ; but this we frave endeavoured to confute (96). 
Befides, Dagon was not the peculiar god of Afcalon , but of Afbdoa\ 
or Axotus 197) ; and therefore very unlikely to have been the Der- 

ceto of Afcalon, 

(O* ) Hence perhaps the worfhip of fifties at Hierapolis in Syria 

(98) , where, near the temple of the great Syrian goddefs, was a 
lake for the prcfervation and adoration of that watery creature, 
which we have at length defcribed (99)* But whether Afcalon, or 
Nicrapolis, was the original feat of this fable, ox any other place, 
is a mod uncertain matter. 

(94^ Set Vol. II. p. 193. (95) See before p. 146. (96) Set 
Vol. JL p. 199. (97) Ibid. ibid. . (98) Ibid. p. 259. 

(99) Ibid. 

doves 
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doves or gigeons (P) r which frequented near, and kept her 
waijai wifh their wings, and fed her with milk from the 
neighbouring cottages ; and when, at a year eld* the child 
required a more fubftantial food, they picked cheefe for her, 
and conveyed it to her \ which being remarked by the neigh- 
bouring fhepherds, who had their cheefes thus ferved, they 
made fearch after the caufc, and in the end found a beautiful 
child, which they took home with them, and fent to the chief 

(P) Hence it fhould be, that Aj 'colon was fo remarkable for flocks 
of pigeons ( i oo), not only in the roads and fields, but about every 
houfc ; which the people here religioufly abftained from, on ac- 
count of an old tradition concerning the unlawfulnefi of the con- 
trary (i). 

There are thofe who are ready to believe, Semiramis may have 
borrowed her name, as Diodorus infinuates (z\ from a word in the 
Syrian tongue, fignifying a dove (3); but others (4), finding no 
fuchword in that language, rejeded the notion as groandlefs. 
And thefe are mod likely to be right, whatever may be offered to 
the contrary, upon a fuppofition, that the word may, in length of 
time, have been obliterated (5). From all this, and more, it is 
affer ted, that the enfign armorial of Affyria was a dove (6) ; and 
it has been ventured to blazon the JJJyrian fhield in thefe terms ; 
The J^eld Sol, a dove volant proper (7). So that Semiramis is rec- 
koned \ to have been the origin of coats and crefts. Hence it 
is fuppofed (8), that in the Vulgate we read (9), quia facia eft 
terra eorum in defolationem a facie ir<s columba? ; where in our tranfla- 
tion, inflead of the anger of the dove, we read the fiercenefs of the 
opprejfor ; and, in the Septuagint, oliro wyocruitH rris pa.x*>f<**> the 
face of the fword } which, in a very antient Saxon tranflation in the 
library of Cbrift -church in Oxford (10), was thus taken, the face of 
the fword of the kulver. That the dove was a peculiar diftin&ion 
of JJ/yria, may be co!!e£lcd from Hofea's (11) dove out of the land of 
Aflyria. In fine, it is by Cornelius a Lap/de, and others who fol- 
low the interpretation of St. Jerome, related, that God calls Ne- 
buchadnezzar a dove (12). Whatever there may have been in all 
. this, others have thought the Syrian dove was hieroglyphical only 
(13), and cxprcflive of the lalcivious nature of this queen ; and 
this may appear by the namelefs figure of her, in the temple of the 
great Syrian goddcfs at Hierapolis, with a dove on its head (14) ; 
All this is extremely dark. 

(100) Ibid. p. 194. (i ) Philo apud Eufeb. Prapar. Evangelic. 
I. 8. p. 398. (2) Biblioth. Hift. I. 2. (3)Gregor. in Pofthum. 
p. 235. (4) Joicph. Scalig. in Not. ad Fragm. p. 43- ($) Vid. 
Gregor. ubi /up. (6) Fid eund. ibidem. (7) Ibid. f Ibid, 
p. 236, (8) Ibid. (9) Jerem. xxv. ver. 38. (io) Vid. 

Gregor, ubi /up. (u) Cb. xi. 11. (12) Vid Gregor. ubi /up. 

0 J) Pier. a*ud< { 1 4) $q Vtl % II. p. 25 *. 



i 6o The tiiftorj °f *%* Aflyriani: Bock I; 

of the king's flicphcrds, Simmd by name ( QJ9 who being 
childlefs adopted her his own, and called her S emir ami bor- 
rowed from a Word in the Syiriac tongue, which figiufies 
doves tfr pigeorts (R),* which the Syrians ever afterwards a- 
dored as divinities d . 
// married She grew up, arid by for exceeded all of her lex for wit 
^dcaried beauty* and, rid wonder, captivated the heart of one 
f*Nmiveh Menon* who Was fent to furvey the king's cattle, though, at 

the fame time, no left than chief of his matter's council, an^ 
governor of all Syria. Menon had fight of the divine Semi- 
ramis at Simma's houfe, and, riot without great difficulty; 
obtaining her to himfelf; conduced her tb ttiniveki where he 
married her, arid had two foris by her ? Hypatcs and Hyddfyes 
(S). Infliort, fhe governed her hufband,, who djd nothing 
but by her advice, and with her participation, and grew into 

great fame for wifdom e ; 

Having faid thus much; preparatorily to what is to fol- 
low, We muft leave her for a while, to follow Ninus in his 
Baftrian war. Senfiblc he had a taik of the greateft difficul- 
ty to furmount, he made choice of the ableft and ftouteft inert 
in all his dominions, and refolving riot to mifcarry this time, 
as he either did,- or thought he fhould, before, he muftered 
Ninus'/ together 1,700,006 foot, above 210,600 horfe, arid no' lels 
txtrnordi- than 10,600 fey thed chariots. Our author tells us, thefe 
nary frtpa- numbers may feem incredible, but that we fliall think them 
rations for nothing, if we do but confider a little the vaft extent of Afia i 

the conqueft 
eftbeBzc- 

trians. 

Why not 



d Apud eund. ibid. 



Ibid 



( Qj ^e name °f * ms nlan^ Simma, has made' fome miftake 
incredible. him f or no i e f s than Sem, or Sbem, ; and fo, according to them, 

S emir amis muft be the daughter of that Ton of Noah (15). This 
is giving her antiquity enough, and allowing her to have been born 
before any body who is, by the various authors^ fuppofed to have 
laid the foundations, either of the kingdom of Aflyria, or of that 
of Babylon. 

(R) This was particularly the practice at Ajcalon^ as may be ga- 
thered from what we have cited, a note or two above ; though it 
is certain to have been a cuftom, more or lefs, with all the people 
within the limits of the JJJyrian empire. 

(S) Thefe are Greek names, void of all affinity with any names, 
either Jljfyrian, or Babylonian. H\Jafp$s was, according to the 
LXX, the nam* of" a river, not far from the Tigris and Euphrates 

(16). 



(15) Vid Cregor. p. 235. 

Geografh. aJ t'scem. 



( 1 fr. 1 Fid. Ortel. Tbt/aun 

anrf 
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and efpedally if wc, at the fame time, call to mind the 
8oo,ooq men Darius led againft the Scythians, and thenum- 
berlefs army that followed Xerxes into Greece ; things of late 
t ran faction, and what every body in his time, in a manner, 

knew f - 

Havikq by this, and other arguments and examples of 
the fame kind, endeavoured to get the better of the incredi- 
bility that might ftart up to the difadvantage of this part of his 
biftory, he proceeds to tell us, that Ninus> as he advanced 
towards the ftreights and partes into BacJria, was obliged to 
divide his army into two or three columns ; and that fo he 
made his way into the enemies country g . pa* 

But before we proceed, we muft, by the way, take no- Bactria* 
tice, that BaHria was, in thofe days, adorned with many large f°P u „ 
and noble cities, that the capital was called by the name of a " ™* 
BqSfra 9 that ope Oxyartes was at this time king there, that * or ^ 
he called in all his fubje&s that were able to bear arms, and ^" 
that, in confequence of this, he gathered together an army 
of 400,000 men* With thefe he marched towards the paf- 
fes which gave admiflion into his country, and quietly fuf- 
fered Ninus to enter with a part of his army ; but, per- 
ceiving their numbers to fwell confiderably, he fell on them 
in the plain, routed them, forced the AJJyrians into the 
mountains, and killed 100,000 of them. Thus was Ninus 
repulfed by the BacJrians'% but he had his turn of conqueft, 
overpowered the Baclrian with numbers, and broke and dif- 
perfed his army, which ran to the cities to defend them againft 
the invader. Ninus with eafe enough reduced all the cities 
and ftrong holds, but the * city and fortrefs of Baclra itfelf, 
which had like to have been too many for him, and held him 
out a long and tedious fiege (T). 

During this fiege, Semiramis's fond hufband, then at- Semiramis 
tending the king, was taken with an impatient dcfire to fee" goes to the 

camp be- 

i Jbid. c Ibid. h Ibid. fire Bac- 

tra. 

(T) This, according* to our author, muft have been the firft 
warfare the Ba&rians were engaged in ; and yet, by this Itory, 
one would think, they had been old and experienced in all the 
branches of that deftruclive trade. Here you may ha^ve a vaft ar- 
my of well-diiciplined troops, a wife and prudent king at the 
head of them, a country well defended by nature, and a city im- 
pregnable by art. All this is purely faid to exalt the valour and 
might of Ninus ; though if it had bccif afked, how in natuie it 
could bc poffibJe for the Ba&rians to be fo extremely well prepared 
to withftand the enemy, it had been a queftion Qefias could never 
Jfcavt anfwered with any propriety or confiftency. 

Vol. IV. X his 
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his wife, and fending for her, {he, as defirous to difplay the 
fuperiority of her understanding and other excellencies, as 
her hufband was of her company, fet out for the camp, in a 
habit fo prudently contrived, as at once to preferve her beau- 
ty and conceal her fex, and at the fame time to be fit for agi- 
lity and aclion ; a mode of drefs which fo took with the fan- 
cy, that the Medes are faid to have aflumed it when they came 
to empire, and the Perfians alfo *. 

She no fooner arrived before Ba&ra> than (he made re- 
marks on their manner of conducing the liege, and particu- 
larly took notice, that they amufed themfelves with aflaulting 
the weakeft places, and never fo much as thought of making 
an effort upon the citadel, and other parts of more ftrength ; 
and that for this reafon the befieged negle&ed them, to de- 

Sbe is the * Qn ^ ^ e P' aces more defencelefc. Obferving this, flie took 
cmufe that Wit ^ ^ er ^ omc had a particular faculty . of climbing up 
the city is rocks* and with thefe fhe, with unfpeakable toil and dexte- 
taken. rity, S ot pofleffion of part of the citadel, and immediately 

made lignal to the Affyrians to aflault in that quarter, which 
being done^ and the city thrown into the wildeft condensati- 
on, the whole place was immediately reduced k (U ). 

4 Apud eund ibid. * ibid. 

(U^ Whoever refle&s on the hiftory of this woman hitherto, mull 
at once conclude the writer of it to have been no better than a fa- 
bulilt, and an auk ward one too. Her extraordinary birth, her mi- 
raculous prefer vation by doves, and now her behaviour at this fiege, 
are all circumftances completely and felf- evidently romantic But, 
the ftory had been imperfeft without a woman. Thus, in the taje 
of Sefoftr'Uy his daughter Athyrte is the ad vifer of his conquefts, and 
aflures him fuccefs would attend him in his wars ( 17), and has. as 



it were, the honour of all his conquefts. So is it now with Semiramis ; 
flie here, by her fagacity and intrepidity, performs what without 
her perhap; had never been brought to pafi. Where is the diffe- 
rence between Athyrte and Semiramis ? The one advifes, the other 
executes. They look very much like the fameperfon in different 
employments; nor muft we wonder, that Tzetzes tal ks , after this, 
of an Affvhan Sefojlris ( 1 8), or if any other fhould write of an 
Egyptian Ninus We would now add, that the BaBrian king, Who 
is here callec* Oxyartes, is by others ( 1 9) called Zoroaftres ; concern- 
ing whom, or the name at leaft, we fhall have fo niuch to fay in 

a more proper i jace, that we fhould not here anticipate any thing 

concerning him. 

(17) See Vol. Il.f.zz. (18) See before , /.15!, not. (Y). (19) 
Juft /. 1 . 

Ninus 
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Ninus 9 aftonifhed at thi* a&ion, at fir ft rewarded her as Ninas/; 
fhe deferred, and prefently fell a.flave to her irrefiftable beau- [mitten 
ty, endeavouring by all means to perfuade her hufband to *»itb her 
furrender her up to him, and particularly tempting him with 
the promife of giving him his daughter So/ana in marriage ; 
but this making no impreilion on him, Ninus changed his 
note, and threatened to pull out his eyes ; which threw poor 
Menon into fuch a lit of rage and defpair, that he immedi- 
ately went and hung himfelf. Thus was it, that Ninus be- 
came poffefled of the incomparable Semiramis ( V), who was marries 
now advanced to the imperial dignity i. her, 

Ninus j now lord of Baftra y returned with immenfe fpoil 
particularly of gold and filver ; and fome time afterwards had 
a fon by Semiramis, called Ninyas, whom (dying) he left to y as a r Qn 
the care of his wife, whom he conftituted regent of > the em- fa 
pire (W). She depofited her hufband in the palace, and 

raifed 

* Apud eund. ibid. 

(V) ScaHger (20) will have it, that Semiramis was married to 
AJbur the fon of Shew, which is much the fame as making her the 
daughter of Sbm, as we have obferved, fome would have her to 
have been, a note or two above. His reafon for it is (2 1), becaufe 
the name of her fon Ninyat better agrees with the Hebrew way of 
writing the name of the city of Nintvtb, than that of her preten- 
ded hufband Ninus ; a name he will have to have been impofed by 
the Greeks upon the patriarch Jtyhur, the grand- fon of Noah (22). 
According to this notion Shem himfelf muft have been the vulgar Be- 
Jus, the fuppofcd father of Nimts, and not Nimrod, who was three 
generations later, anddefccnded from Ham. The abfurdity of all 
this, though our author exults much upon it (23), we hope we 
have demondrated by a great variety of arguments, and it would 
be repetition to animadvert thereon in this place. 

(W) Thus was it then, that (he became queen of JJfyria ; but 
by another author (24) we underftarid, that as great as we are taught 
ihe muft have been in the eye's of the people, (he was afraid they 
fhould know who ruled them ; though in right of the minor her 
fon. That, to conceal this, fhe cloathed herfelf fo as not co be 
known from her fon, with a long robe on her body, and a tiara 
on her head ; that, to cover the deceit, fhe commanded the people 
to drefs after the fame fafhion ; and thr.t thence forward they retain- 
ed the habit. This account of the drefs, which flic is faid by 
Diodorus (2;) to have brought into falhion, is much more likely to 
be true, than what the fame author (26) relates concerning the fame, 

1 

(20) Not. in Fragm. ad calc. Emend. Temp. /• 43. (zO Ibid. 

(22 Ibid. (23) Ibid. (24juft. /. i.e. 2. (25) Bibliotb. 
Hifttr. I. 2 p. 67. (26) Ibid. 

X z that 
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raifed over him a mount of earth of wonderful dimenfion, 
no lefs than nine ftades in height, and ten in breadth (X), 
confpicuous, and very remarkably fo, over all the plain, 
where the city of Nineveh ftood, which it long furvived, 
remaining a ftupendous monument, many ages after the fub- 
verfion of the empire ro . 

Semira- Semiramis^ as may be gathered from what has been faid be- 
mis' s cbtr fore, was a woman of an afpiring mind and immenfe ambiti- 
ratter. on, and now thought of nothing lefs than eclipftng her huf- 

band's glory (Y), to which end flie determined to ere<ft a 

city 

■» Apud eiind. ibid. 

■ 

that flie afTumed it to preferve her beauty, and to qualify her for 
adlion, which requires a fuccinci drefs, rarher than that which may 
be feen to have been the mode of tjiefe parts afterwards in Babylon 
and Perfepolis ; for the former of which, we, for the prefent, refer 
the reader to Herodotus {zy) ; for the latter, to the fculptures of 
the ruins of Perfepolis (28 J. 

The ftory of her pretending to pafs with the people for her fon 
Ninyas, is exploded by Sir Walter Raleigh * ; fince, according to 
this hiftorian, Ninyas muft have been but a child when his father 
Ninus died, and nothing near to the ftature of his mother j who, 
being fuppofed to have been a comely perfonage, could never by 
any arts of concealment have pafled for a child. 

(X) Or a mile and a quarter, allowing eight ftades or furlong's to 
the mile ; and by this fame rule it mud have been a mile and half 
quarter in height. This feems fo incredible to Monf. KoUin in 
particular, who has unaccountably adopted the abfurdities of the 
fevcral prophane authors in his hiftory, and rejefled moll of, if 
not all, the improvements that have been made in hiftory and geo- 
graphy, by the affiduous refearches of later days, thit he is wil- 
ling to think the ftade made but little more than the fixteenth of our 
mile, and that fifteen of them might be reckoned to the mile, as 
fome have imagined (29). This allowed, this funeral monument 
would very far exceed any thing that perhaps ever was in the world. 

(Y) Rollin fuppofes, fhe wanted to coyer the meannefs of her ex- 
traftion, by the greatnefs of her deeds and cnterprifes (30). Thus 
is it his rranflator express himfclf in Englijb, which we are. /or 
this once, obliged to ufe for want of the original French. But th|s 
thought feems to be a little too refined for the early times he fuppo- 
les her to have lived in ; befides, his hiftorkin (31) warrants him in 
nothing of the fort that we can perceive. This her ambition puts 
us in mind of a ftory told of her, That <hc was a Syrian by birth, 

(27) Lib. 1. c. 195. (28) See ChardinV and Le Bruyif, 
the SfTyr. tel. II. p. 8 in a note at the bottom: (zo^ Hid. t> a 

a fervant- 
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city in the province of Babylon \ making incredible preparati- Re/olves h 
on for the work, and aflembling together two millions of men build Ba- 
to affift therein. This city, as Ihe contrived it, was divided bylon. 
by the Euphrates, and flie furrounded it with a wall of 360 
ftades in circuit (Z), of fuch thicknefs, that fix chariots 
might drive a-breaft thereon, and of height beyond imagina- 
tion, no lefe than fifty orgyas, or fathoms, and adorned with 
250 turrets, in due and proper proportion thereto, the whole 
a folid body of brick cemented together with bitumen, and 
between this wall and the houfes therein was left a fpace of 

two plethra, or 200 feet °. 

That this enormous city might be erefted with the dif- 1 he ™ an ~ 
patch her impatience required, flie allotted a fpot of a furlong, "f^//™ 
to as many of her truftieft friends as the greatnefs of the fur- £™ the 
face required, allotting to each every thing that was neceflary rf/ bul!t 
for the undertaking ; by which means, though flie allowed j n a j^ 9r f 
no more than the flwrt fpace of a year for the completion of time. 
the whole, her commands were pun£hially obeyed. She 
highly approved of the work, and to join the divided parts of 

• Apud eund. ibid. 

a fervant-maid to one of the king's fervants, and the king's concu- 
bine ; and that at length (he got fuch an afcendan t over the great iV?- 
okj, that (he obtained of him to let her fit on the throne and com- 
mand for one day; and that, perceiving all her orders to be moH 
exactly executed, (he at laft ordered her guards to feize on Ninus 
himfelf, bind him, and pat him to death ; and that thus it was fhe 
became queen of Afia (iz)* This iameltory* with fome variation, 
is alfatold by others. If the former part of this be true, (he had 
fome reafon to be aihamed of her extraction ; and if the latter, it 
was but policy in her to endeavour to outdo her fond predecefTor ; 
who, according to this, mud have been fuch a Ninus as defer ibed 
by Phoenix Colophonius (33), who is reprefented exactly as another 
Sardanapa/us, and may, it is likely, have been meant for the fame ; 
for we cannot conceive, how fo very effeminate a character can fuic 
with the great Ninus the conqueror. A mean and fcandalous prince 
fhe might have outdone, and kept her ground after Ihe had deftroy- 
ed him ; but for fuch a prince, zsNiuus is on all fides allowed to have 
been, we cannot apprehend, it could have been in her power, cithen 
to have pacified her new fubjects, or to have eclipfed him. 

(Z) We fhall have occafion hereafter to defcribe this city in form, 
fo that we here confine ourfelves to what Ctefias relates of it, re- 
gardlefs, whether true or falfe, which we reierve for a particular 
inquiry in the hiftory of the Babylonian kingdom. 



^32^ Plutarch. Effcm*«s, p. 75, ( 33) flpnd Athena?. Deipnofopb, 
/. 12. P. 530. 

ike 
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the city, flie ordered a bridge, which was as fubftantially 
built, as artfully contrived, and as beautifully adorned, as 
any that fince then has ever appeared in the world. The 
Hones of it were firmly clamped' together with iron, and the 
pallage over was on a floor of cedar, and cyprels, and palm- 
trees 5 but the breadth of it, which was feemingly too fmall 
for the length, which was five ftades, amounted to no more 
than thirty feet. On each fide of the river flie raifed a wharf, 
or key, of the breadth of the walls, and an hundred ftades in 
length ; and at each end of the bridge fhe ere&ed two palaces, 
whence fhe might reciprocally furvey and awe both parts of 
the city; The Euphrates paffing through the midft of Baby- 
lon , from north to fouth, thefe two palaces flood, the one to 
the eaft, the other to the weft ; both of them fumptuous 
and magnificent to the utmoft. The weftern was furrounded 
by a lofty wall of brick, full fixty ftades in circuit, within 
which was a fecond, wrought and adorned with figures, as 
it were from the very life, fo curioufty were they formed, 
and fo naturally coloured. This magnificent wall was 40 
ftades in circumference, 300 bricks thick, 50 fathoms high, 
and thereon were raifed towers of 70 bf the fame meafure 
in height. Within this there was a third wall, or inclofure, 
far furpafling the fecond in height and breadth, on which, and 
its towers, were reprefented all manner of living creatures, 
as before ; and more efpecially a great hunting of all kinds of 
wild beafts, each four cubits in height and upwards 5 in the 
midft of which appeared Semiramis. herfelf, mounted on a 
fteed, darting through a leopard, and her husband Nirius near 
in clofe combat with a lion, whom he pierced with his lance ; 
this wall was 30 ftades about. To this palace fhe had three 
gates, under which were rooms of brafs, for the celebration 
of feftivals, which were opened by a mechanical contri- 
vance •. 

This palace far exceeded that on the other fide of the ri- 
ter, both for dimenfton and magnifitence ; for the outermoft 
wall pf this was no more in circumference than the innermoft 
wall of the former, and for decoration, the whole was much 
inferior to what we have defcribed. So our author tells us, 
though with fomc feeining inconfiftency, when in the fame 
breath he informs us, that, befides brazen ftatucs of Ninus+ 
Semiramisy their great officers, and Jupiter , whom the Ba- 
bylonians called Bflusy there were not only whole armies 
drawn up in battalia, but likewife die reprefentation of va- 

• Apud eund. ibid. 

rious 
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rions kinds cf hunting, to* the great delight and recreation of 
the beholder 

. All this being compleated, Semiramis funk a vaft lake, The Uk* 
vaft, confidering it was funk by the labour of man. This lake,y£<r dug. 
for fo we may well call it, was four fquare; each fide of it was 
300 ftades in length, the whole lined with brick ftrongly ce- 
mented with bitumen, and no lefs than 35 " foot in depth. 
This lake was funk on purpofe to receive the waters of 
the Euphrates ^ which the diverted, while fte erefted a cover- 
ed paflage, or vault, acrofs the bottom of the river, whereby 
to have communication between her two oppofite palaces. 
This vault was twenty bricks thick, twelve foot high, 
and 15 broad ; a work finifhed within the fpace of 260 
days, when the river was again reftored to its antient courft 
and liberty. At the ends of this vault flie had brazen gates, 
which continued, fay they, to the time of the Per/tan con- 
queft *. 

In the midft of the city, though on which fide is not faid, Temple of 
fce built a temple to Jupiter Belus y concerning which our Belus. 
author has nothing particular to relate, except that it muft 
have been of exceeding height (A) j that like the reft of the 
city, it was built of brick and bitumen ; and that on the top 
of it Semiramis placed three ftatues of beaten gold, viz. of 
Jupiter^ Juno 9 and Rhea. The ftatue of Jupiter was up- 
right, and, as it were, walking, forty foot high, and weigh- 
ing 1 poo talents of Babylon : The ftatue of Rhea was of 
the fame weight, and lat in a golden throne, with a lion 
Handing at each knee, and near them two very great ferpents 
of filver, weighing 30 talents apiece : The ftatue of Juno 
was ere£t, and weighed 800 talents ; (he with her right hand 
grafped a ferpent by the head, and with her left fhe held a 
Iceptre enriched with gems. Thefe deities had a table, or 
altar, common to the three, made of beaten gold, 40 foot 
in length, 15 foot in breadth, and weighing 500 talents. On 
this table ftood two flaggons, or goblets, of 30 talents weight, 
and near them two cenfers, but thefe weighed 300 talents 
each i as alfo three drinking bowls, or vales, of w hich parti- 

* Ibid. 1 Ibid. 

(A) We hove, a* well *a we have been able, determined the 
height of this tower, which was raifed long after thefe pretended 
times by tUme&mAmsam r, and miA refer the reader back co what 
we have formerly faid about it ( 34). 
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cularly that dedicated to Jupiter weighed 1200 talents of 
Babylon, the other two 6co r (B). 
Builds fe- All this is attributed to Semiramis* and much more there 
njeral ci- j s to come. Babylon was not the only city (he raifed, (he 
/ " J - built feveral others on the banks of the Tigris and Euphrates* 

for the fake of commerce and communication with the remote 
parts of her empire, and to exalt the majefty of the great 
capital ; which fee farther diftinguifhed by a moft extraordi- 
Her obe- nary obelifk, hewn out of the mountains of Armenia* 125 
lisk* foot high, five foot broad, and five deep. This fee removed 

from its native place, by multitudes of oxen and afles, and 
thence Clipping it on the river, conveyed it to Babylon* and 
erected it in a remarkable part of the neighbourhood of this 
city ; and it is by our author reckoned as one of the fevea 
wonders of the world f . . 
Wars upon When S emir amis had done all this, fee puts herfelf at the 
Medes.head of a vaft army, and marches away into Media* and 

there incamps near a mountain called Bagijlan* where (he 
made a pleafant garden, of 12 ftades in circumference : It 
was in an open champain country, and plentifully fupplied 
with water from a neighbouring fpring. This mountain was 
dedicated to Jupiter* or Be/us* and towards this fame gar- 
den, its craggy precipice was 17 ftades from top to bottom, 
which (he is faid to have afcended from the plain to the top 
of it* on the packs and loads carried by the beajis of burthen 
that followed her. At the bottom of this rock fee caufed a 
ftatue of herfelf to be hewn out, and attended by 100 of her 
choiceft guards c . 

From hence fee marched till fee came to Chaon* a city 
of the Afedesy and there encamping on an eminence, fee took 
notice of a very lofty rock, on the top of which alfo fee 
formed a very fine garden, and ere&ed ftately edifices, 
whence fee might command a view of the beauties of the 
fpor, the wide extenfion of the place, and the whole camp of 
her army. Here fee is faid to have wafted much of her time, 
and to have given herfelf up to wanton dalliances and proftitu- 
tion (C) j for, jealous of her power and high command, fee 

r Apud eund. ibid. * Ibid. < Ibid. 

(B) Pliny (35) takes notice of Semi rams** bowl, or goblet, which 
weighed no lefs than fifteen talents. 

(C) Authors are divided in their opinions of her chaftity, as may 
be remarked hereafter. 



(35) Hift. Nat. L 34. c. 3. p. 584. Edit. Frob. 
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wouHl f&R$0 m**? ?P! bed * but, chofe rather to admit 
the comefieft men of her army to her embraces, which were 
fatal to all th^ enjoyed them, for all fuch (he immediately 
doomed to cleath » (D)> 

Mo vino ;from this place, ihe advanced towards Eclat an y 
and in her { way levelled the mountain Zarcaeum, which was 
many {lades In extent, and for its frequent precipices impaf- 
fable, but W muci}, labour ,^pd lofs of way. This ihe did to 
add to the gpprv ©f ( her name, and to facilitate the paflage to 
ail "tbfct, jtooujd have occafion to travel that way (E)' m This 
ihe did , with infirute labour and expence, and hence the 
work ca^^,t9 M te\csi^..SE : MiRAMis , 8 Road, or Way. 
When ihe came to £cbatan 7 ihe there built a mqii magnifi- 
cent palace,, and cfid more than flie had any where elfe done. 
The city, till then, had laboured under a want of water, a 
defect which ihe amply fupplied with her ufual toil and ex- 
pence "\ . 

From Media ihe continued her progrefs through Perjia, 
and the reft of her Afiatic provinces, levelling both rocks and 
mountains before her as ihe went, in parts incommoded by 
eminences of the fort ; and on the contrary, in plain and 
champain tracks, railing, y hills to vary and adorn them, and 
• at the fame time ferye for monuments to her captains and 
chief commanders. . Sometimes ihe would build towns and 
cities, and was conftantly ufed to raife an eminencee, where- 
on to erc& her own pavilion, that fo flie might have a pro- 
fpe<ft of her whole, army. Many of thefe things are faid to 
have remained a long time after her in Afia y and have been 
commonly called Semiramis's Works «. 

Having thus vifited her dominions in Afia, ihe next went 
to Egypt ; furveyed that kingdom,.- and added the greateft part 
of Libya to what belonged to her before ; and paying a vifit 
to the temple of Jupiter Amman,, and enquiring how long flie 
had to live, the oracle made anfwer, , She would vanijh from 
the fight of metiy and obtain immortal honour and worjhip 
fromfome of the Afiatic nations , at fuch time as her fon Ninyas 
Jhould plot againfl her life* . IJo>y; the took this, we are not 
told ; but from hence ihe mads war upon Ethiopia, and hav- 
ing fettled things -there, and taken a view of the rarities of 

•Ibid. "ibid. * Ibid 

( D) This is of a piece with the (tory, five notes above, of her 

circumventing. her husband Ninu* 9 and putting hiin crueUy and un- 
gracefully to death. 

-(E) Plutarch, as we ftiall obferve a little farther, compares her 
with Sefoftrhi for valour and magnificence. 

V01. IV. * Y thar 
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that fabulous country, fhe marched back into AJia y and re* 
pofed herfelf at BaRra *. ^ 
Refolw Here fhe for fome years enjoyed herfelf in peace 5 but 
*? invade at length, impatient of fo quiet and calm a way of life, (he 
india. meditated a war againft the king of India. She had been in- 
formed of the tranfcendant amoenity of the country j its 
double fertility, its immenfe riches, and matchlefs elephants ; 
and refolved upon nothing lefs than the conqueft of that moft 
extenfive part of the old world. But, knowing well what a 
tafk fhe fbould have of it, fhe ordered all her governors in 
general to felecl a proportion of the choiceft of the youth in 
their provinces, and to furnifh them with compleat habili- 
ments for war, and to take care they rendezvoufed at a 
place appointed in Baftria? within the fpace of three years. 
She fent for fhipwrights out of Phcenice, Syria and Cyprus, 
and other maritime places, and, preparing a ftore of timber 
anfwerable to her defigns, fhe ordered, that they fhould 
frame her a certain number of veflels, to be tranfported in 
pieces by land, wherewith to crofs the Indus , whofe adja- 
cencies were deftitute of wood z . 
Net- Mock- Sh e in the next place confidered, that fhe laboured under 
elephants, a great difadvantage by the want of elephants, in which 

Stabrcbates, the king of India at that time, was mighty and 
ftrong. How to get any ftie knew not ; art therefore muft 
be ufed, and flic ordered a number of counterfeit elephants to 
be contrived, thinking particularly to terrify the Indians by 
this ftratagem, they being pofTefTed with affurance, the ele- 
phant was no where a native but in their country. The thine 
ib refolved on, 300,000 black oxen are flaughtercd, and 
their flefli diftributcd to poor people, who were to make up 
their hides in the form of elephants, which were to be Huffed 
out, and carried by a camel within, and guided each by a 
man without. The people who wrought at this were fur- 
rounded by a lofty inclofure, and no body fuffcred to go in 

or oujr, that none might know what they were about, and 

convey the news to the Indian Icing*, 
Scabroba- Hkk veflels and her elephants ready, and all in two years, 
tes Jtng of fh 0 : j n t ] )c tll j r j ? rendezvoufed her army in the kingdom of 
ntlia 9 pre- Battrhi, to the amount of three millions ; of foot, 200,000 

pares to i r \ i . 

tcceiw ,lol ( c > 100,000 chariots, and 100,000 men on camels, who 
/ * 6 wieided fvvords lour cubits long. Her tranfports were 2000 



Apud eund ihid. :t Idid. » Ibitf. 
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in number, ,fcnd carried by camels (F), as were alfo the 
*nock;rclephsuits, which the horfenfien endeavoured to fami- 
Jiarife to ttieir.fteed^, that they might not take fright at them 
when they came to battle b. 

Stabrobates heard of this, and prepared for the ftorm ; and ^miramis 
£rft he; l?uik him 4000 boats of the great canes [Bamboos], on tf * e 
which grew i|i the rivers and fens of India ' j and with great ba . s °f 
diligence got together a fcx; greater army than that of Se- Ue n< i U3 - 
miramiu Hfc added to the number of elephants he had be- 
fore, caufing numbers to be taken for that purpofe, and to 
be apparelled with every thing that might make them dread- 
ful to ; an enemy; that, by jtheir number and armour they 
might be invincible by any human force. Thus prepared, he 
fends ambafladprs to Semiramis^ then on her march towards 
him ? with complaints and reproaches for offering to make 
war upon him, without any offence at all given on his part ; 
by a private Jetter, at the fame-time, upbraiding her with her 
infamous life, and vowing by heaven, that, if he conquered 
her, he would crucify her. She perufed this letter, fmiled 
at the contents, and anfwered, The Indian ere long jbould be 
better acquainted with her. by her carriage and aRions c * 

When fhe came to the barlks of the Indus., (he difcovered 
the enemy's fleet drawrj up againft. her - 3 whereupon flie pre- 

r 

* 

bApud eund. ibid. c Ibid. 
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(F) Thefe numbers, fay? Sutdas ihe levied by her lieute- 

nant Dercet<eus 9 who, by his name, mould have been her kinfinan. 
The fame author (36) exaggerates thefe numbers molt monftroufly, 
writing, that me thus gave orders to the faid Dercetatts, ' Go to, 

1 and prepare for an expedition in three years, beginning from the Hel- 
' lefpont and Libya to Ba&ria, and levy three millions of foot, one 

* million of horfe, K 00,000 fc jibed chariots, and the h he number of 

* men to fight upon camels ; 200,000 camels for other, ufes; and let 

* there be 300,000 ox-hides prepared, and ^ooojbips built in Ba&ria, 
f with brazen prows, and manned with Syrians, Phoenicians, Cy- 
' priots, Ciliciann, and others on the fea coafls quite to the Hellcfp'ont.* 
This is a notable addition to the Qeftan itojy, and a great inllance 
of credulity, or preemption, jn the writer, and tempts us to fay, 
that the Greek hiilorians feem to have been particularly fond of the 
marvellous, and to have made a greater merit of magnifying tilings, 
uvea beyond all bounds, than of representing them as they really 
were. For here it is obferved (37), that no fpot on the face of the 
earth could have fuftained thefe multitudes, though every man and 

beall had fed upon nothing but grafa. 

r 

(30 Mwecm (36) ibid. { 37 ) Raleigh^ Ilijh 

of the H "or Id, ubi fupy. 
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pared and launched her own, which fhe. 
briveft of her people, and gave battle, ordefmg *fe > fb f :{ that 
thbfe afhore might be aiding aiid affifKngiipcrti^K^on.' The 
f ght was obftinate, but Semiramis, fir the eritf came r off Vic- 
torious, funk idoo of the Indian barks, ami ttidk a multj- 
tude of prifoners. Elated with this, (He felRtt the cities arid 
iflands of the river, and made iqo,o6o captiifes *. r 

Upon this Stabfobdtes draws off \ns army; :r -is If afraid* but 
in truth to decoy Semiramis ovtr'ihe rhret';*xi& Use* igno- 
rant of hft meaning, ho fooner perceived his f ctreat, than (he 
ordered a broad bridge of boats'- to be ftrttthed icrofi the river, 
and marched over her army, leaving only .60,000 men to 
guard the bridge, while ihe went in purfuit oF*te flying In- 
dian. She marthed with her mock-elephants in tfwKfront, 
thereby to deceive and intimidate the enemy, and it ieems, 
that herein (he did not contrive amHs ; for the Indian fcouts, 
miftakihg them for real, gave a dreadful account of their mul- 
titudes, and in}e£ted a terror into their countrymen, who all 
aftonifhed, could not conceive, whence 1 'the Jffyrianr ttioxAd 
have furniflied themfelves with thefe tremenddtis creahird: 

But the deceit did not trouble them longv for Tome of Semira- 
mis" s people, deferring over to the Indians, for fear of punifh- 
ment they expeaed for negletft of duty, revealed to 8iem the 
whole fallacy, and Stabrobates immediately ordered proclama- 
tion thereof to be made throughout all his anriy c . 

Sen?iramis> in the mean time, advanced towards, the Indian 
army, continuing with her fclfe elephants in: her front, which 
came up with the Indian horfe Jand chariots, which Kid been 
difpofed at fome diftance, before the grofs of the foot and the 
elephants. They charge, and an unexpected fright fei^es the 
Indian horfe, who at a diftance, accuftomed to, the fight of 
elephants, advanced with great fury ; but within , icent of 
tiiefe ox hides, it was new. and offensive to them', and they 
broke into the wildcft diforder, throwing their riders, or run- 
ning away with them into the midft of the Affyrians. Stmi- 
rumu, perceiving the advantage, with a choice body of men 
attickcrl the difordcred Indians, and compleatly routed them 
and drove them back ag'in to the grofs 4 of their army. Sta- 
brobates, in fome degree of con fter nation at this partial de- 
rear, charges with his foot, fuftained by his elephants, him- 
fclf mounted on a ftatelv one in his right wing, and oppofite 
to Semiramis then in her left. The (hock was violent and had 
a fuddcri cfFeft, and great was the (laughter caufed particular- 
ly by the elephants. Semiramis** mock-elephants now proved 
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ufcicfs and cumberfom*?, and die whole Ajfyrian army betook 
them W 2 precipitate flight.: - la the midft of this battle, the 
Afffriton queen and Indian king fought hand to hand, and he 
wounded net; firft in the arm with an arrow, and then with a 
dart in her Shoulder, as lhc_ was turning about to get from him, ^* ** 
and truiKng to Ac flectnef* of her horfe, file fled with the j n f ia f 
reft of her army f. 

Whim they caqie to thr bridge,, the throng was fuch, that Her over* 
many who had- efcaped the hand of the enemy Were niiferably throw and 
prefled to death, or periflied under foot, being thrown dowh>%^- 
and trampled upon, or ihoved into the river from the fides of 
the bridge. Stmiramis* when the body of her army had crofled 
thjeriverj ordered the bridge to be cutaway and deftroyed/ 
while chiefly J^dcn wjih Indians, many of wheun periflied by 
thj$ means. A,nd now (he was fafe from farther danger $ the 
fixer Wtwien Ker and the enemy; and not $nly fo, but 
the, Jndi<m:yr^ alio, aifeonUbdd not to be eager for the pur T 
fuit, by *tj&£ intervention of prodigies, and the like: In a 
word, hwng 99 wfc iide jnade sun exchange of prifoners, S*-. 
miramis ... returned to Baft r a witjti fcarqe a third part of the 
army Jhe bad carried out 3. (G) . 

Am* how, under: this eclrpk of her glory, ihe approaches Her ena\ 
towards her end ; the predicted time is come, flie is attempt- 
ed to be afiaffinated by an eunuch, fubdoioufly and unnatural- 
Jyejnpldyed by |ier fon (H)* and thereupon, calling to mind 
w " "' ' the 



t Apud eund. 



8 Ibid. 
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(G) Artim (38) add Strdn (39), fay, (he died in the midft of 
this expedition, and neper returned out of India, though by this 
laft • Jht ibould have made her efcape, but with.no more than 20 
men at her heels ; but Sir Waiter RaUigk. thinks this number to be 
too fmaU a. remnant of fo infinite a multitude. 
, (H) Having thus conduded this famous 'woman through a long 
courfe of incredible undertakings and exploits, which we have for- 
born to animadvert on, : apprehending, we have faid abundantly 
enough in the former part of this fedlion, to prepare the reader 
for a disbelief of what was to follow* wh,ich indeed were a need Ids 
task, had not this piece of hiftory received the fan cl ion of fome of 
the greateft men milages ; we muft now enquire into her end, 
and particularly how it mould come to pafs that her fon Ninyas 
fought her life. We are told f 40), that flic would unnaturally have 
tempted him to commit inceft with her. and that thertnnnn K#> 



(38) In Lib. Rer. Indicar. (39) Geograpb. I. 15. p. 686, 

722. • Ibid. Hift. of the World, ubi /upra. (40) Juft. L u 
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Tie History of the Aurora, Book I, 

ti>e anfwer {he had received from Jupher Jmmm>fat fyp? 
prefled all thoughts. of ieveogpYoc..1^tJn4.bee9 : caufed, as 
it were, by a divine fatality ; fhe forgave, her fon* iliKrpndred 
up every thing to him, coma 
him duty and h< ^ w . 
the fight of men, as the oracle had foretold. It -was fabled* 
lhe made her exit in the forrrj of a dove or pigeon* together 
with a flock of that kind, which fettled upon her palace juft 



> 
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, fey they, it was hence the Agfrians were 
addi&ed to the worihip of a dove (Jj. Iff fine, fl*£ was <j«cen 

conceived fuch a hatred of her, that he ^W uflt 
ftould live any longer, and therefore jroflf^^ s l&#»k.<* 
his author Oefias rather, here tells us, her tan. OTpk>ye4 at^pi 1 "^ 
to difpatch her, Fut that fhe efcape^^d vaniJhed from'Jfg * 1 
have teen, by the fame author, that flie We herierf up I 
dalliances in the plains of Media, Smf Sicily <k^i8^W«i- 
lants to her furious loft ; but no mettttcm at jiff is Of Iffltt Jftde of 



any attempts of hers to fcduce her fan. 'I9bw, ac cordt^ ta-'-tte 
courfe of t^is hiOory, there feem tolwv* bett* t** pr^yocatten, 
that may have ftirred up Ninyai to get tfd 4f her : thtdttc, 3ier 

way't>f Kfi 5 and the other, hefc n fi p r pa ti on of. hi* light 
as king and ibverejgn; which* how he fcoutf fo tone haife fuhimt- 
ted to, is paft our fqluticm j thoogh we may Juft touch On jt aaon, 
djfmJffing it for the prefent. It is here fame what to pur purpofe, 
that Qonon (41) calls her not the wfte; bat the mother or tthm, 
and that lying with him by accident, ffye afterwards acknowledged 
him publickly for her T hufband. According to this reading (42) 
Ninyas fhquld be th$ perfon meant 5 bot Sir Walter Rajeigb acquits 
her of all faults of this kind, and afcribe* ittan, as his words ran, 

to the enviqus and lying Grecians (43). <*"jpry ( 44 > *WU *offe* 



Kas an argument of her chaftity, that fhe, as At amm t u relates, 
fo ft tnftituted eunuchs to attend her in her bed-chamber 

(I) Concerning the Stmiramida* dove> we have treated hugely 
already (45) and may have occaiioc to return* the fabje& hiwentter, 
when we are to fpeak of the Bahybmajt religion ; and the rather, 
as Semiramis is more likely to have been a Babylonian dUfo an ^ 
^rxVwr, appellations confefledly fynonymous. And now. that there 
was fuch a woman as $ emir amis, we donht not hi t^e tari, but that 
there ever was a woman jof any name that performed any thmg like 
\vhat is here reported, is impoflkble to believe. Her birth, her 
elevation, her reign, and her death are all extraordinary, unnatu- 
ral, and impoffible, as related by the balk of hrftorians ; but abovp 

1 

{\\)Apud Phot. Bthlloth.p 427. (42) Vid Gregor. fefthum. 
t- *H- (4 3 ) Bifl. of the World, chap, 12. $4. (44)^ 
*o*l;um. ulifup. (45) ft* fc^rr, ^. 1 59* no* (?). 

all 
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of all Mi* excepted* and continue* in the fight of men 
62 ywirtj' 42 of wMcfrfte reigned 1. 

Nmyds (K.^ fueceedei' his mother Semiramis, and taking 
neit&er after father nor mother, he chofe to enjoy himfelf in 



peace 



eund. 



atl. Iter antiquity, whi^h is exaggerated fo mon.Sro.ttil/ by Joftpbut 
Scaliger (+6). ana KeneamTtf), is a matter To eafily d if proved, by 
the ditttMances of her birth and country, that it were fufficient 
to deftroy whatever other 1 extravagance is advanced of her. Cono/t 
(48) maker her to have been' the feme with the Jtoja, or S emir a- 
mis, who' reigned 12 years' With her father Bc/ocbms, the 18th kin; 
of Jtffyri* y . according to (49), and in the lame place calls 

her the dmgbfcr. and not the of JMraw, though copies, it muft 
be confrfed, differ in the leading, and have fomctimes (50) mo- 
ther infteadof daughter. But this latter is to be preferred, becaufe 
of its congrniqr with the author 's meaning, , whq makes her the 

AtMofp&t** who were cpnfefledly daughter and father (51);. 

Befocbus^ then muS have been tjie iWxwx of Qefias, and he, inftead 
of btSflj; the nrft, or the fccond, king of Ajflyria, is, according to 
Eafibho (52), the eighteenth king ; this takes much from the an- 
uquftjrw both, and we are ready to fubferibe the fame, and the 
rather, as it may be obferved hereafter, to quadrate with Herodotus, 
and is much more conformable to our notices of the true and more 
certain hiftory of this monarchy. To conclude,, had this queen 
done^bot half what is reported of her (53), or even a tenth part, 
lhe ! wfculd have been worthy of the greateft fame, and even, ac- 
cording to the genius of t&ofe times, of deification irfelf A moft 
cxtnmdin*ry r £>etforkge Sie moS have been, hbr do we wonder, con- 
ihkriag the romantic humour of the times, that ihe fliould be 
reckoned tb have difcovered and invented the ufe of metals, to 
have oeen the fifft queen and tyrannefi, and, in fhort, tehave been 
called the goddeft Rhea ( 54^ She may be compared with the Egyp- 
tian Jfit, ant the Pbtrni'craM'J/farte, as her husband Ninus may with 
the Egyptian Ofiris, Sefojfrh and the like. 

CR/^ He ifr alfo called VatrHs (55), the German writers will have 
hijwto have been called Tf*Ar/*, and to have built the city of 

Tre+tt f 56) 1 he is attb called Tbouriat (57), or Tbouras (;8), or 
Aret [Mar*]-, 'and is flud to have had the firft fiatue erected co him, 



(46) Ibid. p. 163, (47) Apud Gregor. Pofthum. See before, 

ix tbi*oht y p. 163. Afud. Phot. Bib/iotb.p. j^zj\ (49) 

S00 kefir; f\ 138. , ( 50 } Vid. Gregor. Poft. p. 234. (51) See 
before, ubi /up. (52) Ibid. f 53) Raleigh'/ Hift. of tbr 
lVorld % ubi 'Jitp. §4. (54) Suid. ad *vocem *Zfjupetfu<. (55^ See 
bi/hre,p t tiS. (56) WUL Gregor. Pofthum. p. 239, (57) Ar 
Af^J. .<?r. Anonym, afud Grdgor. Fofikum. p. Z26, 239. (j&V 
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peace; and, indeed, there muftjhays been a nece^ty for k, 
if his parents had done all that report <ay* pf them * be could 
make no war . upon any that were not either his fubjefis or 
vaflals As for which alone was free from his yoke, 

a war there had been fufficiently experienced to be Very im- 
practicable and abfolutely dangerous. Having therefore no- 
thing to do abroad, he locked himfelf up in his palace, unfeen 
by .any but his eunuchs and concubines, and contra&ed fuch„ 
a habit of iloth and vice, as has tainted his memory tq air 
fucceeding generations. However* he was not fo fupinely 
negligent, as totally to negle£t his intereft and fecurity. It 
was a cuftom with him, every year, to levy an army, by a 
certain proportion of men out of each province, under their 
refpe&ive generals, while he appointed fuch governors over 
the feveral parts of his dominions, as he could moft fafely con- 
fide in- This army ferved a year in the city, and about it, we 
may fuppofe, and was then relieved by another, railed irr the 
fame manner; and the former, having taken an otth^of fideli- 
ty to him, were permitted to depart each to the place of his 
abode. By this ftep of policy it was, he thought he might 
beft keep his fubje<fts in awe and order ; and, at the' fame 
time, prevent any difturbance from his officers, who having 

■ 

1 Vid. Just. 1. i. c. 2. 

which they called BaoXOtw, Lord Gad In fhort, he is find tQ.have 
waged war and to have (lain the. tyrant Gmcajusof the tribe of Ja- 
pbet. or Japetus y and to have been confecrated iato the planet Mars 

(59) . How different is this character from that of the uothful Ni*r*j 
in moft other authors > No extreme* can be at a greater difjance 
from each other. The authors we have cited make him the fijeeef- 
forof Ninus, wit hoot any mention of Semirmmi, which feems to 
have fame fort of agreement with what we have from Eufebitu ob- 

ferved in the note above, that fhe was the very AtoJfa % the daughter 
of Befacbus, and that fhe reigned with her father, as his collegue 

aad affiftant, for theipaceof 12 years only (60). And this feem* the 
rather to have been the truth of thexafe, '.as we cannot help won- 
dering with Sir Walter Raleigh (6 \\ how fhe (hould have been able 
to laeep the reigns in her own hands, in prejudice of her fon who 
was her lawful fovereign. He has no way to account for this, but 
by fuppofing he had regard to his pleafores only, and cared not of 
how much trouble his mother eafed his moulders (62). But that he 
was not lb poor a wretch as this amounts to, will, among other 
things, be obierved in the next note. 

(59) Idem ibid. *vid etiam Joan. Mai el. p. ho. & Cedren. p. 15. 

(60) See before, p. 1 38. (61) Hift of the World, chip* 12. § a. 

1 fear oe . 
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fcirce time to be at all known to their foldiers, could have it 
the lefe in their power to afpire at any thing to his prejudice (X) . 
All this he concerted to fecure himfelf from infults and rebelli- 
ons, while he wallowed in lafcivioufnefs within the walls of his 
palace : in which he was an unworthy e7;am'ple to his fucceflbrs 

after him ; refervihg hemfelf from the eyes of men, as fomc- 
thing more than mortal 

After this rate was it that all his fucceflbrs reigned in 
the great empire of AJfyria ; fo that they, it feems, have 
left little or nothing to be recorded of them, except that they 

* Apud eund. ibid. 

(L) Diodorus, Atbenttus, Juftin, and others, reprefent him, as 
we have feen, a Aothful, inactive, and lafcivious king ; to have 
locked himfelf up in his palace.; to have (equeftred himfelf from 
the eyes of his fubjects, and to have had communication with them 
but by meflerigers ; to have even turned woman, and to have con- 
vened with none but that fcx ; and yet we fee him here confulting 
and contriving to prcferve the empire his parents had left him, and' 
which, in the nature of things, he could not poffibly enlarge. We 
fee him here acting the part of a refolute tyrant and confummate 
politician, and may thence conclude, that if there had been any 
poflible work' of the fort left for him : to do, he would have turned 
out a conqueror. Upon the whole we would remark, that accord- 
ing to this, he mufl have been a haughty and a politic prince by na- 
ture; and one thatj to all appearance, would not have fuffered his 
mother to rule for him, or rather over him, for the fpace of 42 
years. His retirement may be offered as an argument of his pride 
and policy ; and this bis regulation for the duty and relief of his 
armies, may, be thought to favour ftrongly of abfolute fway and 
love of power, in the perfon that inflituted it. AH this we have 
infilled on to prove; that he did not fucceed Semiramis in the man- 
ner our hiftorian writes ; which mud appear even by the in confid- 
ent character our author here gives of him. To which we would 
add, that if the fame method of retraining the empire were the 
practice of Ninyas and his fuccefTors, as by our author it appears, 
what is the meaning we perceive no footfteps of it any where with- 
in our knowledge, in the very long interval of 1200 years at lead 
between Ninyas and Sardanapalus ? we apprehend, that no body can 
give us a fatisractory ahfwer to this. And here we cannot but won- 
der how Sir Walter Raleigh fhould ever take it into his head, that 
this Ninyas y this mighty Affyrian monarch, might be the petty king 
of Sbinaar, Amrafbel in Genefis (63), or that he mould, if he re* 
pofed any confidence at all in profane writers, imagine the mo-, 
narchy had, even in Abraham** time, even in its very infancy, re- 
ceived a downright fall as he calls it C64). 

(63) See bis Hift. of tbt JVtrld, c. 1 . § 9 . /. 2. (64) Ibid. 
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lived and died in their palace at Nineveh (L*) ; and hence it 
is, we muft abruptly proceed to the very laft of them *. 
Sardana- Sardanapalus (M) exceeded all his predeceffors in floth and 
palus'j luxury. He funk into fuch a depth of depravity, that, as 
tbarmStr. far as he could, he changed his very fex and nature ; he 

cbathed himfelf as a woman ; he fpun am id ft the companies 
of his concubines ; he painted his race, and decked himfelf 
out with all manner of enticements, and every way behaved 
more lewdly than the moft lafcivious harlot 5 he imitated the 
"voice of a woman, and buried himfelf in the filth of an 
unbounded fenfuality, quite regardlefs of fex and the di&ates of 

nature m (N). 

Under 

i Apudeund. ibid. ° Ibid. 

(L*) This vaft chafin of inaction in the JJJyriau monarchs, from 
Ninyas to Sardanapalus, a vacancy, as we may call it, of at leaft 1200 
years, is as ftrong a proof that the prophane accounts are fabulous, 
as any of the many we have offered to prove them fo. Is it proba- 
ble, that in fo long a fucceifion of princes there mould have been 
one only that did any thing worth the recording ? Or is it pofiible, 
that in fo very long a fucccfEon of years there mould have arifen no 
man at all, who had ambition and courage enough to take advan- 
tage of the floth and fupinenefc of thefe kings at Nin*v*b ? Where 
were the other kings of the world all this time, and efpecjally fuch 
as were vaflals to this throne ? Did they glory in their chains and 
the burthen of their tribute ? Or did they all link into a lethargy 
with their mailer ? Was there no king of Mm&ria, no king of India, 
to roufe diem from their filken flumbers ? Had Ninms deitroyed the 
race of mankind, fo numerous in his time, to that degree, as not 
to be able to recruit again, in all that length of yean, to take ven- 
geance on his fucceffbrs for his fake ? More, many more, queries of 
this kind may be made, but we defift. So many pacific ages, fuch 
a ferics of the calmeft peace, both from within and from without, 
may ihock the eafieft credulity. The monarchies which fucceeded 
this were of very fhort duration in comparifon of this, and why 
the Affyria* (hould have the fole privilege of Handing fa long erect, 
we are at a lofs for. Great monarchies have been always objects 
of common hatred among men, and fubject to fuch fudden and vio- 
lent fubverfions, as this monarchy certainly underwent. 

(M) This name is not the only one faid to belong to him, 
he is alfo called Tonos Cone 0 for *s 9 Concoltros> Mafcocoleros, and by 
other fuch rr^mts (65). 

(N) Dh Cocciianus (66) has taken much pains to let us know, 
that he was the mod libidinous and abandoned wretch the fun e- 

(65) Fid. Geor. Sync el, & Eufcb. JPamph. (66) In Excerpt. 
Vulel', p. 762. 

ver 
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Under this wretch, as represented (O), it was, that the His reign. 
Ajfyrian monarchy came to ruin. He grew odious to his 

fubjefts 

yet fhone on ; and lays, That no one could tell what he did and 
fuffered to be done to him, and that nobody would bear to hear 
it ; though he defcends to feveral particulars bad enough of all 
confeience ; but, as they may be built upon no folid foundation, 
merely traditionary, and befides unfit for us to relate, we pafs them 
over. Nicholas of Dama/cus (67) is more moderate, and accufes 
him chiefly of paffing his time with his women, and contending 
with them about drefs and ornament, in the very words ufed to 
the fame purpofe in Skidas (68). Tragus (69) alfo feems to have 
defcribed his way of life much to the fame purpofe. Duris (70) 
fays, he turned woman, dreffed as fuch, painted himfelf, and fpun ; 
all to the lame purpofe j and therefore we need fay no more about 
it. 

(O) A man of pleafure and lewdnefs he may have been, and 
doubtlefs was, it being impoffible to think otherwife of monarchs 
of this fort, as experience teaches us, and for the proof of which 
we need go no farther than Conftantinoplc, to take a view of the 

J peat Turk ; but neverthelefi he may have been a man, who, at 
ome intervals, minded bufinefs ; fuch a man we are told he was, 
for lie is (aid to have built Tar/us and Anchiale in one day (7O ; 
in teftimony of which he had this infeription on his tomb, ZAPAA- 

NAIIAAOE ANAKTNAAPASEO AI*X1AAHN EAEIME KAI TAPXON 
MIH HMEPH, AAAA NTN TE0NHKEN, Sardanapalus, thefon of 

Anacyndaraxis, built Tarfus and Anchiale in one day, but now is 
dead. This is a grave epitaph, and might befit any prince, but we 
find it varied a little to di lad vantage ; for, inftead of the three laft 
words, we have this addition to his magnificent exploit of having 
built thefe two cities in a day, EE0IE, niNE, I1AIEE fix T'aaaa 

TOYTOT OTK. ASIA, Eat, drink, and be merry, for the reft is not 

nxjortb the /nap of a finger ; which was fignified by his ftatue here, in 
a£i of fnapping its fingers (72) : This monument and ftatue is 
faid to have been not far from Anchiale. A modern author (73) 
fuppofes the fame infeription and ftatue to have been at the other 
city Tarfus, where St. Paul was born, and thinks the apoftle alludes 
thereto, when he writes, Let us eat and drink ; for to-morrow <wc 
die. However, there feems to be fuch incoherence between the 
former part of this laft infeription and the latter, that we know 
not what to think of it ; there is no manner of relation between 



(67) In Excerpt, ejufd. p. 424. (68) Ad voccm Eap&wfltVaXof. 
(69) Juftin. /. i.e. 3. (70) Apud Athen. Deipnofopb. L 12. 
p. 529. (71) Athenaeus Deipnofopb, I. 12. p. 529. Vid. etiam 
Gebrg. Syncell. Chronograph, p. 165. & Eufeb. Pamph. Chron. Can. 
p- no. ^72) Ariftobul. apud Athen*. ubi /up. /. 530. 

(73) Gregor. in Poftkum. p. 243. 

Z z lie 
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fubjc£b about him, and, as fhouid feem, particularly to Ar- 
baces the Mede y and Belefis. xh^ Babylonian. Belefis was not 
only a captain, but a famous prieft and a great aftrologer, 
and by the rules of his a/t he took on him, as is faid, to af- 
fure Arbaces* a man of valour and prudence, That be jbould 
dethrone Sardanapalus, and become lord of all his dominions. 
Arbaces hearkened to- his friend, and promifed him the chief 
place over Babylon^ if things fhouid happen to anfwer his 
prediction ; and fully poflelfed that be was to be as Belefis had 
foretold of him, he cultivates particular intimacies with the 
other governors of the provinces then at Nineveh* and begins 
to affedr. popularity j and therein fucceeds to his wi£h. But 
above all, he endeavours to get fight of , the .emperor, that 
he might behold his courfe and manner of life, and defcribe 
him accordingly. This he brings to pafs, by the. prevalence 
of a golden cup he prefented to an eunuch, who introduced 
him .into the prefence. Arbaces faw him, and, conceiving 
the higheft contempt of him, was more and more encouraged 
to rely on his Chaldean friend, and, impatient to effeft their 
TfcMedes P ur P*>k> Arbaces difpofes the Medes and Perfians to an ope* 
B;ibyloni- revolt, and Belefis does the fame with the Babylotyins ; and, 
ans, and in fhort, the matter was difclofed to the king of Arabia*. 
Perfians The year of duty was now expired, and frefti troops ar- 
revolt. rived to relieve thofe who had ferved it j but the Perfians* 

Medes and Babylonians* affifted by the Arabians* came not 
with defign to guard Sardanapalus ; their intent was to fub- 
vert the empire. Their number all together amounted to 

n Apud eund. ibid. 

the a&ion recorded and the reflexion that enfues. In the firfr, in- 
deed, there is a becoming gravity throughout, and a perfualive to 
virtue and humility, by reprefenting, that even the mighty king, 
who could build two cities in a day, was equally mortal with the 
reft of his kind ; but the latter is merely calculated to encourage 
jdlenefs and vice, eat t drink, and be merry, the reft is not worth 
earing for. If this was any where the genuine infeription, it muft 
have been in derifion of him after his death, and upon a preemp- 
tion, that he' was the idle effeminate creature he is painted. Col- 
liftbenes ( 74) writes, there were two Sardanapalus" s, the one a bold, 
the other an effeminate man. Others do the fame, as we mall have 
occafion to obferve hereafter. Suidas (75J, who gives this in- 
feription according to the laft of the two copies above, thinks it 
may belong to the mafculine Sardanapalus, though with what pro- 
priety we may confider a little farther, 

(74) Apud Suid. ad <vocem £af£»»«V«*of. (75) Ibid. 

400,000 
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400,000 men, and being all combined together, in one camp, 
a council of war was called, to deliberate upon what was 
beft to be done. Sardanapaius, apprifed of this revolt, re- Sardana- 
folved to ftifle it in its infancy, and leads out the troops of P a ^ us ***** 
the other provinces againft the confederated rebels, and coming f be field *- 
to a battle with them, he entirely routed them, and with &" ln ft 
great flaughter purfued them to certain mountains about 70 */ em ' ? 
ftades from the city of Nineveh. The rebels, however, drew * eats tbem * 
out again to fight the emperor, who, juft before the a&ion 
began, caufed proclamation to be made of a reward of 200 
talents of gold for the man who mould kill Arbaces the Mede, 
and twice that fum, together with the government of Media, 
to the man who ihould produce him alive ; and the fame was 
proclaimed concerning Belefis the Babylonian. This procla- A fecond 
mation being made without any effect, st fecond battle was battle ; the 
fought, and the rebels were again flaught~red, and put to re^vo Iters 
flight towards the hills. This victory had aifured Sardanapa- *re again 
/us in his throne, had it not been for the obilinacy of Bele- r$uted. 
fis, who perfifted in it, that the gods would certainly fmile 
on them, and crown their labours and perfeverance with fuc- 
cefs in the end ; thereby reviving their drooping fpirits, who 
in defpair had called a council, the refult of which was, 
that they ihould difperfe, and every man return to his home. 
They fight a third battle, and Sardanapalus, vi£tor as twice j third 
before, drives them into the mountains of Babylon, though battle ; the 
Arbaees did that day all that man could do, and was now revolters 
forced to retreat confiderably wounded °. beaten a- 

Sardanapalus had now certainly put an end to the war (P), gain. 
if Belefis, who had been all night in deep confult with the 
ftars, had not, with all imaginable afiurance, perfuaded them 
the next morning, that if they kept together but five days They bold 

out ftill. 

o Apud cund. ibid. 

* 

(P) It muft be confefled a little ftrange, that fo degenerated a 
creature fhould have the courage and ability thus to defend him- 
felf againft thefe revolters, who fhould have been of much greater 
experience and capacity than himfelf. Indeed, according to what 
this author and mod others fay of him, he could have undcrllood 
nothing in the world relating to war, or almoft any thing elfc pe- 
culiar to men ; and yet being forced into the field, we find him 
behaving and defending himfelf as well as if ho had been Ninas 9 
or even Semi ram is herfelf. From this diffimilitudc of Sardanapaltts 
from himfelf it is likely, we have the two mentioned by Cal 
lifibenes in the note above, Sardanapalus the warrior, and Sardana- 
palas the woman. This, as every thing of our own, we offer a* 
c#nje£luje only. 

longer, 
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longer, they would be joined and fupported by unexpected 
affiftance ; for that the gods had fo hgnified to him by the 
afpedt of the heavens : He in treated them, therefore, to ftay 
but To many days, and in the mean time to place a confidence 
in the gods. Wrought on to wait the event, and the time 
expired, fudden advice was brought of a mighty power at 
hand, fent to the king from Ba&ria* Arbaces, upon this, 
difpatched the mod refolute and expeditious men in his ar- 
my, with orders to prevail on the Ba&rians to revolt, ei- 
ther by fair means or foul. Liberty was the bait to allure 
them, and by degrees, from officer to foldier, it prevailed, 
and the Baftrians joined Arbaees ; a tranfa&ion unknown to 
SardanapaltiS) who* prefuming he had now nothing to fear, 
was returned to his ufual way of life (QJ, and preparing for 
an extraordinary facrifice, and a high feftival for the enter- 
tainment of his vi&orious army p . 

In the mean time the negligence and riot in the imperial 
camp was conveyed to the ears of Arbaces* who, in con- 
fluence thereof, fell fuddenly on them in the night, made 
his way into the camp, and drove out Sardanapalus and all 
his army, with a great flaughter, which continued alraoft to 
the gates of the city. Whereupon the king commits the 
care and condu& of his army to Salemtnus his brother-in-law, 
undertaking to defend the city in perfon. His forces were 
twice defeated, once at feme diftance, and once under the 
walls of the city, when Salitnenus fell, and almoft all his ar- 
my was cut off, and forced into the river, which was tinc- 
tured with the gore of the flain for a long while 

Sardanapalus was now dofely befieged : Many other nati- 
ons, now eager for liberty, revolted to the confederates ; and 
perceiving things at fo defperate a pafs, he fent away his 
three fons and two daughters, with a very great treafure, 
into Paphlagonia, where one Cotta, a particular friend of his, 
was governor (R), and iflued out orders to all parts of his 

empire 
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(QJ There is feemingly fome inconftitency in this, if we con- 
sider what follows ; for by that it appears, that he took on him 
the part of a grateful and beneficent prince, who would reward 
and feaft with his army after their fuccefsful toils. — It feems a 
little uncharitable to think otherwife of him in this cafe. 

(RJ Where this PapbJagoma (hould have been fituated, and who 
this Cotta, a modern name, fhould have been, we forbear to en- 
quire, as favouring toogrofly of fable ; but, by the way t we can- 
not 
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his conclufion, amounting to an impoffibility, he looked 
upon himfelf as fecure, how great and imminent foever the 
dangers might be that threa tried him r . 

While Sardanafaba pleafed himfelf with this imagination, The? take 
the confederates, elated by what they had done, considered the city. 
their work as compleated, though they, in thofe early days, 
could make no impreffion on fuch walls, ignorant as they 
were of the engines afterwards invented to expedite undec- 



not help aiking, how thit Cetta fliould have been fo particularly his 
friend and faithful feryant, when no one governor had ever feen 
his face, before Arhaces. the Mede bribed his way to a fight of 
him ; this does not hang at all with the other parts, all incon- 
tinent within themfelves, of this (lory of this lait king of Nineveh; 
nor is it eveneafy to conceive, how he fhould have fent away any 
part of his family and treafure : the enemy had certainly fecured 
the pafies ; the poliorcetic art, in thofe fimple days, confided of 
little elfc. To mend the matter, another tells us (76), who men- 
tions our author Cttfias at if he quoted him, that Sardana fa/us 9 per- 
ceiving himfelf fore preffed, and ruin coming with hafty ftrides up- 
on him, fent three fons and two daughters, together with 3000 ta- 
lents of gold, to the king of Nineveh, What city of Nineveh this 
can have been, b elides the city he himfelf was befieged in, we are 
quite at a lofsfor, and fowe leave this palpable obfeurity as we find 
it, except we infer, that through this feeming mi (lake the error 
fpfang of making two Sardanafa/ni 's as well as two Nineveh$ % which 
we meet with no where elfe. 

(S) How he could do this, clofely befieged as he was, is hard to 
conceive ; and what need he had of doing it, will be as difficult, if 
we coniider what follows. 

(T) Why mould he have been fo follicitous about his family, 
himfelf, or the city, if what follows be true, that he was perfuad- 
ed the place could never be taken ? Why in this cafe mould he 
haveexpofed his children and treafure by lending them away, when 
according to hit belief, they could no where have been in more 
fafety ? and why mould he be fo bufy with his orders, and calling 
in his people to his alfiftance in the liege ? they could have been of 
no ufe to fuch an impregnable . place as was proof againft every 
thing, even famine itfelf, but the waters of the river. 




(76) Athens. Deifno/bfh, i. i«. /. $29. 
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frored with what was neceflary to enable him to hold out a 
long time, the confederates fat two years before the city 
without any vifible effe£fc j but in the third year the river, 
fwelled by unufual rains* came up to the city, and overflow- 
ed a great length, no lefs than 20 ftades, of the wall. . The 
unfortunate Sardanapalus^ now fenfible of the completion of 
what had been foretold of the river's enmity to the city, 
had no farther room for hope, and, dreading to fill into the 
hands of the enemy, retired into his palace, in a court of 
which he caufed a vaft pile of wood to be raifed, and heaping 
upon it all his gold, and filver, and royal apparel, and at 
the fame time inclofing his eunuchs and concubines in an 
apartment within the pile, he fet fire thereto, and fodeftroy- 
ed himfelf and the reft (V) j which the rebels hearing, entered . 

" the 

(V) This was the end of the unfortunate Sardanapalus ; but the 
circumftances are moft prod igioufly exaggerated by Athen<eus 9 'who 
feems (77J to borrow what he fays from.Gfe^*/, whom Bjodorus, 
perhaps, abridged, and Athemeus tranferibed-at' length. He fays, 
within his palace he erected a pile of four Jugerm 9 Of acres, m di- 
mention, that thereon he laid x 50 golden beds,,and;as many goJ-. 
den tables ; that in the midft of it he built a hall or room of too 
foot,' in which he had beds for his wife and himfeff, and others for 
hi* concubines ; that it was all a folid piece of timber-work; and ; 
that it was fp fenced about with huge timbers that no body could . 
get out ; that within -this were no left than a thoufand myriads of . 
talents of gold, and ten thoufand myriads of iilver, together with , 
riches of apparel, and furniture unfpeakable ; that he ordered this , 
pile to be fet on fire, and.that it burned no lefs than fifteen days to- • 
gether ; that by the fnioak thofe without thought he had been, fa- 
crificing, and that, during the time, the! whole was a fecrefe to every 
body but hia eunuchs. Suidas (78) feems to intimate, that he was 
accidently burnt in his palace. Amyntas (79) relates, there was a. 
great mount in Nineveh raifed, as tradition went, as a fepukhral, 
monument to Sardanap'aJut ; the fame we may fafely.fuppofe that 
is faid to have been erefled by Semiramis in honoir of Ninas (80), ; 
and that on ftone pillars the following epitaph was engraved in Chair, 
dee characters ; (why not Affyrian ? ) which were thus rendered into 
Greek by Ch*ri!us the poet (8 l), Em AE BBAXIAEYXA, KAI AXPI* 
MlPttN TOY HAIOY OfiX ,EniON, EOArON,H*POAlXlAXA, EIAflS 
TON TE XPONON ONTA BPAXYN, ON ZfiEIN OI ANePOIIOI,. 
KAI IIOAAAX EXONTA METABOAAX, KAI K AKOn AS I AX* KAI. 
JJN AN KATAAinO ArAGHN, AAAOI EHOTXI TAX AIIOAAYXEIX 
AIO KAm HMEPAN OTAEMIAN IlAPEAITION TOYTO nOlflN. 
J reigned, and nuhih 1 enjoyed the light of the jun> I drank, I g*t> 

(77J Ibid. (ySJ Ad <voeem ZatftavavaXot;. (70) Apud Athen. 
ubifup. (80) Seebefvre, p. 164. . (81) JpudAihtn. ubi ftp. 
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the city by the breach, and became lords of the place. 
The inhabitants were treated with great humanity, though 
the. great and mighty city of Ninrueh itfelf was laid level 

And gave fuyfelf up to women, knowing how Jhort a time man has to live, 
bow full of cares and triable ; 'and that the joys 1 leave behind pa ft on 
to others ; knowing of this I never miffed a day from pleafure. This in- 
scription or epitaph, if any fiich there ever was, is very likely to 
have been the parent of the fecond, we have given fome notes a* 
bove, and may be confounded with the fame, which is alfo faid to 
have been ere&ed at Nineveh (82) ; but we may fairly fippofe, there 
never was any fuch as either of them creeled at that city : For this 
antient city tfas confefledly deflroyed, whatever place elfe may 
have rifen, and been known under the fame name afterwards ; and 
ftcondly; Sartfanapalus having been reduced to afhei, we can fup- 
pofe ho monument to have been raifed profefTedly over him ; nor 
Wduld any remembrance of this fort have been, it ,is likely, pro- 
pagated of him at an immenfe expence on the fpo't where Nineveh 
was to ftand no more ; and befides, this mount, or whatever elfe it 
may bfc called; is not only faid to have been creeled in honour of a 
former king, at leaft fome generations before him (83), but alfo to 
have been deftr6y ed by Cyrus (84), who, fo far as we apprehend, 
had never any thing to do in the demolition of Nineveh. This 
may be enough to create a disbelief iri us of fo extraordinary and un- 
ufual a method to fpread the (hame of this dubious prince ; dubious 
we fay the rather becaufe We find him deified in, the temple of Hie- 
rapolis in Syria (85), which it is not likely he mould have been, if 
he had been fo much the object of contempt, as he is reprefented 
to have been. Perhaps his whole crime was, that the Jffyricn em- 
pire was difiblved in his tiirte ; and this we fay not without ground; 
for we are given to understand, that though he was defpoiled of the 
empire of Sprite, or AJfria, he died of a good old age (86). From 
thefe very different accounts of the death of this famous, or, as 
the vulgar opinion has it, infamous prince, it may be, that we 
have another reafon why it ihould be miftakenly imagined, there 
jwere two kings of Affyrid of this fame name (87). Suidas (8SJ 
talks of a Sardemapalus flain by one Perfeus ; he has two of the 
name and though he endeavours to make them different men, 
he plainly means the fame. To conclude, whatever the bulk of 
prophane authors tell us, concerning the reign of Sardanapalus , and 
the reft of the Affiriari hiftory, is too grofs to be called romance, 
nor deferring to be called, even tradition, though certainly built 
upon very true hiftory, as we (hall endeavour to prove in what is 
to follow. 

(2 2) Suid. ad uocem T*fi<x»dira*oq. (83) See before, p. 164. 
(84) Amynt. apud Athen. Deipnofph. ubi J up. (85) See Vol. II. 
p. 259. (86) Cleitarch. apud Athen. ubi fup. (87) See before 
in the notes, p. 180, 181, 183. (88; Ad woem X*fiwt*ita.r\<n. 
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x ground. And thus ended, die AJfyrian empire, Cub- 
by the Medes and Babylonians, after it had, according 
author Ctefias, fubftfted no lefs than 1400 years f. 



S E C T. V. 

1 

?/ Assyria according to Scripture and 
more approved Authorities. 
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before, 



(W)T%h dfo ailed mimM&^J the LXXPbu*, 

an Inaccuracy in the traiifcr^ion, and owing, to the very near 
refembiaace of the Greek A lambda, and A *tpbm> fo that it is no 
great wonder, this name IhouM, in the Grmi character, have been 
written 4>OTA P&w, inftead of OOTA (69}* He is the feft 
king of menuoncd.inferiptu/e, from the time that land was 

planted by AJbur, and not .to be confounded- .with, the king? of the 
Medes and the Babylonians y as, the cuflom ufually is (90). This 
P/juI was by his name a pure AJyrian, and not a Chaldean or Bafy- 
Ionian (91), as he is mi (lake n to. have been by feme (92), who 
would have him to have been the Bilejb of Geefias y who, in con- 
junction with Arbaces, overthrew the AJfyrian power,- {han which 
no pofition can be more grofs. That he was the firft king of Afly- 
ria 9 appears by his name, which is ample, and not compounded, as 
the *eft we read of are. The AJfyrian names are for the mod part 
compounded of the simple sanies of their gods (95) $ and the name 
off this king we find a primitive, as we may call it, compounded in* 
the names of other princes in thefe parts, as in jeglatb-Psd- Affisr, 
Nebo-PuI AJkr, and the like. From this circumAance, and the 
affinity of the name itfelf, he is, with feenring certainty, faid to 
have been the A/fyrian, Syrian, or Tyriam BgiMs{c^) Put is pro- 
nounced Pa/, and fW (95), whence, without any {training of the 
pointy we may derive the Bat, Bit,, or Be/us of the Greeks and La- 
tins. That he fhould have been the Belus of Syria, Pbarnicia, and 

(89) Vid. Cleric, in z Reg. cap. xv. <ve>\ 19. (90) Fid. tuna*, 
ibid, iqi) Vid Scalig. de emend, temp. /. 6. p 577. (92) See 
Patrick upon z Kings xv. 19. ^93) Fid. Scalig. ubifnp. £e!d. de 
DiisSyris. (94) Sir IJ*. Newt. Cbron. of Ant. Kingd. amend, p. 

279. See Vol. Up. 310, (K). (gj) Bern, Montfauc, mpndDa 
Pin. BtbUoth. Univerf des HijL p. 285. 

OthdjT 
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Chap. 8. The Hiflory of the Atfyrbm. 

the throfce of that kingdom, by the murder of Shallum 
His nurds into the country Struck the tottering ufurper with 

fuch 

■ i Kings xv. 

«ther places, will not be wondered at by thofe who confider, as 
will be feea in the courfe of this feftion, that the Jffyrians impofed 
their own idolatry and religion on all the nations they conquered, 
as alfo that they qpnfecrated all their kings ($6) into, deities. It 
was the cultom of the indent Syrians, 1 ong before them, to deify 
their kings ; we have feea their Adad 9 king of god*, was no 
snore than t^e ir fai king Benbadad II. (08), or perhaps, has. fortu- 
nate fucceflbr Hazaft, who, as a king of Syria, was alfo called 
dad, or Hadad (09% We. have already aflerted fioo), that Adad % 
tod Cronus i /fjfori*, are ofJate date in comparifom of what 
the learned 'Am* tf**r*ify thought them ; and we now fay the fame 
of Belus, wj£; Was.lio other than the Pul before us, and confe- 
quently later; thai tbe antientgods of the proper Syria. T hus it is 
natural to conclude from all circum&mcej, nor can we but fubferibo 
to it, without rejeaing the plain evidence of fcripture, for the idle 
tales of prophage authors, who confound rather than inform us. 

that we fhouid 




in contempt of what can- be fo feJf evidently gathered from the 
text of fcripture tiflory { 1). To dwell on the various opinions of 
chronologert and Iwftoriajis concerning this man, would draw us in- 
to a tedious length } we ifaall therefore pafs them over with this 
bare obfervation, jhat by embracing ithe Ctefian fable, and endea- 
vouring to conned, it with the hiftqry of fcripture, and by their 
fcrupulous adoption of each others hypothecs, they have almoft all 
run into raoft intricate mazes, and endiefs errors v pur bitfnefs then 
is, to prove this man to have been the Vfirft founder of the Afyrim 
monarch* wUj^^%^eii do* to oop hawlsty a^.clwnolo. 

ger(2). we%pav^t^ng tO r do but lo borrow his arguments, 
I o the nuinerj^rgujranta we have already exhibited, to evince that 
there never was ^^gVbe called sin Jjfyrian monarchy before the 



was 



affiiaion under tie king of Syria • • • about 60 years be/or* fhe . ..^ VJ 
Pul (3). 2. Nineveh, though then a city of large extent was full of 
paftitres for cattle, fo that it contained but about 1 20000 ferjohs (4). 

[Thefe are taken to have been children, becaufe it is faid, they could 

not difcern between their right hand and their left (5) ; but why this 

fliould not be as well underftood of their blindnefs and ignorance 

i 

C96) See before, p. 133, & 184, note (V). (97) See 

Vol. II 255. (98) Ibid. (99) Ibid in the notes. (f 00) 
Ibid. p. 3U) f (K). (i) See Sir If. Newt. CbronoL of Jnt. Kingd 
amend, paff. (2) Idem ibid. (3) Sir If. Newt. ChronoL of 

Ant Kingd, an/end. p. 270. (4) Idem 1 b id. i^Vid. Gregor. 
Pofh.p. 194. 
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fuch dread, that, to prevent the hoftilities he may have me- 
ditated, Pul received from him iopo talents' of filvcr. Here* 
upon he feems to have taken the kingdom of Ijrael into his 

What 



land 



* •* 



w z Kings xv. 



in a religious fenfe, we know not ; fo that is as likely at not, that 
the grown perfons were alfo included in the number ] . 3. ftineven 
was not yet grown fo potent as not to be terrified at ' the preaching of 
Jonah , and to fear being invaded fy its neighbours, and ruined wit bin 
40 days (6 J. Its king *was not yet called king of Aflyria, but king of 
Nineveh, [Jonah iii; 6, 7.] and bis proclamation for afaft was not 
publifhed in frueral nations, nor in all Aflyria, but only in Nineveh^ 
and perhaps in the milages thereof ( 7). But'^jivten Nineveh • * • was 
exalted over all Aflyria, properly fo called, anal this kingdom began to 
make war upon the neighbouring nations, its kings w'ere no longer called 
kings of Nineveh, but began to be called kings of Aflyria (8) . Our 
author then obferves, that Jmos, who prophefied ibon after Jeroboam 
had fubdued the kingdoms of Damafcus and Hamath, about 1 o or 
20 years before the reign of Pul, never once names the dffyrians, 
though he foretold, fvil 13, 14. J that Ifraei Jhould be affliBed from 
the entering in of Hamath to the rivfir of the wilJernefs \ meaning 
of the AJfyriant, whofe monarchy, growing up afterwards, is upon 
all occafions named in the prophecies of Ifaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 
Hofea, Micah, Nahum, Zephaniab, and Zecbariah', which were pen- 
ned after his*(o,); Thefe and other arguments of the kind, equal- 
ly demonftrattye, he u(es to prove what is here aflerted ; but rhefij 
ihali ferve ourpurpofe ; and in all this is he fuppbrted \>y the con- 
currence of fc vera 1 eminent chronologers and hiftorians, as we hav^ 
had occafion to mention elfe where (10). 

Our author (11^ concludes Pul to have been the frft JJfyrian 
that was a conqueror, that he was the firft that advanced that king- 
dom on this fide the Tigris, that he was a great warrior, that he 
may have founded or inlarged the city of Babylon, and Built the old 
palace, that he may have left that city and the province of Cbaldea 
to a younger fon, who may have been Nabonaffar, and that the 
fnmcd Semiramis may have been his daughter-in-law, and the wife 
of the fame Nabonaffar (1 2) , but thefc points licirlg fuch as will 
more naturally fall under confideration in the hiftory of Babylon, 
we deiift from further notice of them for the prefent. 

(X> Here we may perceive the firft prdgrefs of this monarchy. 
Jt was now in its infancy, and was rather to inject a fear of its feJf 
into the nations by barely (hewing kfe)f, than by a violent irruption 
at once upon every body, oral firfl pretending to over run the world 

(6) Sir If. Newt, ubifup. (7) Idem Hid. (8) Idem ibid. 

(9) Idem ibid. p. itf. (10) See before, p. 864. ( J I ; Ubifup. 
p. 277. (12) Idem ibid p. 277, 279. 

by 
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dfc this king did in particular is no where, that we know of ? 
exprefty recorded ( Y). But from hence we rnay venture to 
infer, as we have already % that he either conquered or re- 
ceived voluntary homage from Syria, and the other nations 
in his march, as He did now from I frag L and that he became 



ipire 



J 4 



Ttglath-piUftr fuccceded him (Z) j and is fuppofed to * «J* 
have been his fon, but upon no certain authority (A). Upon P^-f 

what 

» See Vol. II. p. 2 88, note (C), 

Jqy djnt of force. . i?ow much more natural is this, than what we 
read of the fort concerning the prjetended Nimu ? Pul fcems rather 
to have laid the foundations of the AJfyrian monarchy, than to have 
^reeled it ; that he fcems to have left to his fucceflbrs. 

(Y ) Some Jmis think, hp began to tranfport the children of 
Ifrael ; but this they believe upon a very flight foundation (i 3). 

(Z) He i* alfo called Tiglaih^lnefar 9 Tbeglatb-pbalafar, Tbeg- 
latb-pbellafor, Tbilgamas (14), as fuppofct^ and alio Jvjjmc/ junior, 
according to G^r (15). Pridtaux { i f>) 9 by an unaccountable in- 
advertency, takes him for Jrbaces the JM^Sr. Some ( 1 7) are wil T 
ling to derive the firft part of his name from Digliu, one way of 
pronouncing a name belonging to the river Tigris (18} ; others ( 19). 
declare, that nothing but conjecture can be offered about it, and 

that it h quite uncertain. 

(A) Some are fo far from thinking him to have been the fon of 
Puf 9 that they make him a ftranger to his line, a Mede 9 ai we have 
feen in the note above/ Rollin, mifled by that great and other wife 
learned guide archbifhop VJber (20), makes Pul to have been the 
father of Sardauapalus (21 ) 9 by an extraordinary inattention in the 
archbifhop, who thought it mutt have been io, becaufe in the name 
Sarddnapalus, or Setrdan-pui \ he could perceive a relation between 
tljis laft and this fjrrf Affyrian king, forgetting, that for the fame 
reafon Tiglatb pul '-aflkr might have more naturally appeared his Jon, 
especially as he is the king of Ajjyria 9 who is cxprefly faid to have 
fiicceeded him in fcripture. By what Wailed hiiji above to make 
this miihke. hq might alfo, and very naturally, have concluded, 
that Ttglatb-pul aJJur and Sardan-pul were one and the fame perfon,' 
and fo have put an end to the monarchy, ere it had well a begin- 
ning. The firft and fecond monarchy, according to the fchenie of 
archbifhop Ufiertzz), adopted by Pridtaux and Rollin, fo entirely 
repugnant to all hiftory, facred or prophane, may ferye to fhew 

(13) See Patrick'/ Comment, upon 2 Kings xv. \q. and upon 1 Cbrou. 
v. 26. (14} ^Elian. Hi/}. Anim. /. 12. r. 21. (ic) Apud 

Eufeb. Cbron. f(i6) Connetf. of the Old and N*w Teft. Book 1. 
Part I. at tbe beginning. (17) See Patrick, ubi fupr. <uer. 20. 
( 1 8) See before in the notes, p. 126. (iq) Cleric, ubi /up. Com. 
29. (20) Annal. Vet. Tift am. JEt. A'and. Quint, p. 83. (2 1) Hift. 
of the AJfyr. in tbt Engtijk tra>fl p.z$. \^z%) Ubi fupr. 

f|OW 
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Year of what particular motive, we know not, he fell upon the king* 
the Flood, dom of ffrael, and took Ijon y and Abel-bet h-maachab) and 
2 2 59* yanoahy and Kede/b 9 and Haztr, and Gilead> and Galilee* 
Year be- an( j ^1 t he i anc | Q f Naphtalij and carried them captive to 
fore Chrift AJJyria y , thereby, as we may fuppofe, the better to fecure 

thefe diltant parts of the empire in their allegiance (B). For 
fuch a captivation mitft naturally have weakened them, and 
was rightly calculated to deter the remainder from incurring 

* 

y 2 Kings xv- 

how irreconcilable the latter is with the former in what concerns 

* 

this empire. A late commentator (23) is fo fenfible of this, that 
he declares, when he comes to the text of fcripture (24) which firft 
makes mention of Tiglatb-filcfer, that if the common accounts of 
the Babylonians and Medes are true, of their .having held the eaft 
under fubje&ion one after another, there can be no knowing the* 
meaning of the words, adding, that the learned are ibow iiniifale,. 
there 1 were feveraP forts of independent kingdoms in thofe days to. s 
the eaft ward of the Euphrates. \$eeVol II, p. 274.] and that fome- \ 
times one of them was uppermoll, and fometimes another ; that at 
this time it happened, that the AJfyrians were moft powerful ; who, 
now croffing the Tigris, had carried their arms through Mefopota- 
mia, and from thence over the Euphrates into Syria and Pal eft im 
( 2 c;!. In a word, we cannot but reckon this king- to have been 
the ion of Pul. From the time of Puis appearance to thefirftof 
this king's appearance, is a fpace, according to UJher himfelf (26), 
of but about 24 years ; fo that they very naturally fucceeded one 
another. It is therefore an eye-fore to fee them fo disjoined as 
they are in Rollin (27), from whofe judgment and converfance 
with the labours and improvements of the later writers, we might 
have hoped for better things ; but as we have been hitherto cauti- 
ous of palling any cenfure upo» him, we mail for the future avoid 
the 0. me, as he is a gentleman who does not fo profefledly write 
to iiiitrucl the mind, as to the realljty and confidence of facts, as 
to form it t» virtue and a good life. 

(B) Tiglatb-pilefer here executes what his father had projected, 
a;.d only iketched out. This was the moft extraordinary method 
that could be pofTibly taken to fecure the empire under due fubjec- 
tjon, and was the conilanc practice of his fucceffors we may fuppofe 
lor the fame reafons. This their conftant practice is in all its cir- 
cumitances fo affecting, and mull have caufed fuch utter oblivion of 
the original nations in thofe parts, that if Ctefias had known any 
thing perfectly of the AJfyrian affairs , he could never have omitted 
1:, or firborn to have improved it after his manner, which wc no 
where find that he did. 



(23) [o'ui. Cleric. 
Cleric. m AVf. Hid. 



U-1) 



2. AVr. #1/. 

Ubi J a fir. 



29. (25) 

1 1 7 ) Ubi /up. 
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fo hard a fate j and, on the other hand, may have contributed 
to the increafe of his power, by peopling forne traft more im- 
mediately under his eye. But whatever may have been his 
views at this time, he thought himfelf obliged to do much 
more of the kind foon after. For receiving an embaffy from 
AbaZ) king of Judak z , with a tender from him of homage, 
and a prefent of all he had, to deliver him from the hands of 
Rexin y king of Damafcus^ and Pekah, king of Ifrael, who 
were joined in confederacy againft him; upon this prayer, 
and prefent, and acknowledgment, from the king of Judah y 
Tigiatb-pilefer marched againft Damafcus^ took that city, 
tranfplanted the people of it to Kir (C), flew Rezin, and fo 
put an end to that antirnt kingdom 2 (D). 

He was fucceeded by Shalmanefer (E), who feems to have Shalmane 
made war upon Hojhea^ king of Ifrael, in confequence of his ^ er - 

* See before, p. jz. * Ibid, z Kings, c. r6. 

(C) There are printed copies of the Septuagint, which fay not 
whither ^he people of Damafcus were tranfplanted to ; others have 
it, that the place was ftvpqiw, or Cyrene, in Africa, deceived by 
Tome fimilitude of the names y but it is impolEble to fuppofe, the 
king of AJfyria could fend them into thofe parts when he was not 
yet matter even of Egypt Jofepbm (zg J makes it a place 
in the Upptr Media. Bochart (30) labours the point a little, but: 
to no fixed pufrpofe. It will be in vain for us to think of fettling 
the lite of this and many other places, hereafter to be mentioned, 
equally and more obfcure than this ; fo that \vc (hall touch on them 
only by the way. 

(D) So that the race of the antient Syrians became, as it were, 
extract in this country, which gives room to affert what we have 
only furmifed formerly concerning the alteration the old religion 
bf this country muft have undergone when conquered by the djfyri- 
Arts How is it to be imagined, that the (bangers, who were 
brought to take poffeffion 6f":tb.is country, (hould continue the an- 
tient rites and fuperllitions of iS"firlt inhabitants? Vtfcll may we 
fay then, that Adad now gave way to Be [us and other Ajjyian 
gods (32), unknown on this tide of the Euphrates till now. 

• (E) His name alfo is varioufly written, as Sulmaitefer, Sa!ma- 
najfar ; he is called Enemejfar by Tobit ( 33 J, and is fuppofed (3 j) 
to be the Salman, or Sbabnan, of Ho/ca (35). It has been the 
common practice of chronologers to make him to have been the 
feme with Nabonaffar (36) ; which we Hull not here diicuis. 

(2S) Fide Joan. Cleric, in Ijc. ubi /hp. {29) Antiq. jfitJ ! 
ix. c. 13. (30) Phaleg. /. 4. c\ 32. (31) See Pol. p. 2;:<. 

(32) Ibid. (33) c. i. 13. (34) See Sir If. New r. 

Chronol. of ant. king J. ametul. p. 277. (35) c.x 14. 130) /'./. 

Gjcgor Pojlum. p. « tsf Gcrorg. SynccK, Chan p. 204. 
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Year of predecefibr 's engagements to Ahaz, king of Judah (F) . Tight)? 
the Flood, p//^ r had but half fulfilled his promife to Ahaz 9 who had be~ 
v*^ 1 u fo u gh fc him to avenge him q/ the king of Damafcus and the king 
f pk -fl. °^ v rtf ^ equally, whereas he fcemingly concerned himfelf with 

lore Chnit ^ k ; ng of Dama j- cm on i y> j t lifedy then, that Shalmanefer 
' ' made this a pretence to attack the kingdom of Ifrael under Ho- 






jhea. But whatever his pretence may have been, or on whatfoe- 
Year of ver it may have been founded,' he reduced Samaria^ arid made 
the FJood, Hojhea his tributary b , as it is apparent his predeceflbrs, from 
2274. Menahem, had been to the AJfyrian power before him.' Some 
Year be- years afterwards Shalmanefer came to anderfrand, that Hojhea 
fore Chrift having a mind to fhake of his yoke, had entered into a league 
7 Z S- with So, king of Egypt ; and this was confirmed to him by 
"~ Hojhea 's neglect to fend him his annual tribute.; At this he 

marches up throughout all the land, and at length lays fiege to 
Samaria, with fuch obftinacy, that he continued it for the 
Year of *P ace °f ^ree years, refolved, once for all^ to make an end 
the Flood °^ t ^ ie kingdom of that metropolis. At the end of three 
22^3 9 years he became mafter of the place, took the king Hojhea 
Year he- dive (G), kept him a prifoner f, made captives of all the 
fore Chrift inhabitants, and tranfplanted them into Affytia (H), placing 
72/. them in Halah and in Habor, by the river of Gozan (I), 

and in the cities of the Medet ; replacing them by ftrangers 
from Babylon (K.J, Cuihah^ Ava 9 liamath^ and Sephervaim ; 

and 

& 2 Kings xvii. f See before, p. 78. 

(F) We here fpeafc onJy as tne thing may feem ; for between 
Ti^latb-pilejers laft expedition in thefe parts, and this of Shalmane- 
fer, there is a diftancc of twelve years ; fo that the engagements 
to Ahaz may by this time have been as good as forgot. 

CG) In the flrft of thefe expeditions he carried off with him the 
Golden Calf, whkh Jtroboam had fet up in Bethel (37) ; and pre- 
vkuifly to the fiege of Samaria, he fubdued Moat (38). 

(H) He did not tjuite tranfplant them, he left fome behind him 
for Efar-haddon to remove, as will be fecn in due place. 

(I) There is a town called Cbahor, or Habar, in Ptolemy (39)* 
in Mefofotamla ; and a river Ghaboras, or Haboras ; and a region., 
in the fame country, called Gauzonitis, or Gozan , between two 
rivers, the former and another called Saocoras, one of which 
may have been alfo called the river of Gozan (40) ; fo that in Me- 
sopotamia it muft be, that we mutt look for thefe two places ; a* 
for Halah, we have declared what we know of that long ago (41), 

(K) Thofe who follow the common current are at a lofs to con- 
ceive, how Shalmanefer mould be fo free with the Babylonians ; 

(37) Seder Olam Rabin c. xxii (3O See Vol. It. p. 9G. 

( ~iy Jft.v'Tabul. 4^. '(.jO) Ibid. (.4') SccVof, 1. p. 280. 

*jt. (BJ. fcippofing 
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and thus did he put an end to the kingdom of Ifrael c. But 
he was obliged to fend back one of the priefts of the country 
t0 inftrufl'the people in the worfhip of the God of the land, 
who, for their ignorance in that particular, plagued them fo 
ibrely with lions, that they were neeeflitated to apply to the 
king of AJfyria for this redrefs d (L). 

But 



c See before, Ibid, z Kings xvii. 18. d See before, p. 
79, not. ( Q^). 2 Kings xvii. ver. 25, 28. 

fuppofing them to have been not only a collateral, but alfo an in- 
dependent kingdom, when nothing is more unlikely. Can it with 
reafon be imagined, the kings of AJfyria, as Sbalmanefer and his 
two predeceffors, would have roamed fo far from home after con- 
quers, when fuch prey as Babylon was fo near at hand ? Is it not 
natural to think, the Affyrians began with thofe who were next to 
them ? Or is it pofiible to imagine the kings of AJfyria would, 
ftraggle fo far from home, if they had fo dangerous a rival as a 
coniiderable kingdom of Babylon on their Ikirts, who never, it is 
certain, could have been quiet or eafy in their abfence ? It mufl be 
impoffible to think after this rate ; a greater inconfiftency can never 
be. The monarchy of AJfyria was now in the vigour «f its youth, 
and the pa ffage before us plainly informs us, that Babylon was now 
under Affyria, and fo were the Medes, as may not only appear by 
the weftern nations, faid to have been tranfplanted to the tides of 
that country by thefe three firft kings ; but the fame will moft evi- 
dently appear in the next reign, when the Medes, taking advan- 
tage of this king's fucceflbr, actually revolted from hira, and from 
thence forward began to make the figure they afterwards did. No- 
thing of equal antiquity and importance is clearer, than what con- 
cerns thefe three monarchies or empires, if we do not fa-ddle di- 
vine writ with prophane romance ; which has been fo unaccounta- 
bly preferred by the learned Cbrijl>ar.s y that in favour of that they 
have obfeured what would otherwife appear as bright as day in the 
i acred hiftorians. 

(L) This tranfplantation, this complaint of the lions, and this 

miflion of the prieit, is put off to the days of Efar-h addon (42) ; 
beeaufe in Ptolemy* 9 canon they find, that he fat in the throne of 
Babylon as well as of Nineveh, and confequcntly was die only AJfy- 
rian king of the fecond race, as they fondly dream, who could 
fend people from Babylon to inhabit the land of Ifrael ; but this 
is fuificiently anfwered in the note above Nothing is more plain- 
ly a part of Sbalmaneftr s hiltory, than all that is here laid, and no 
greater violence can be offered to the text, than to remove it 
hence, into the midll of a reign which was the fecond after this. 
AM thefe needlefs mifts, thefe turnings, and windings, we owe to 



()2) See Prideau*'/ Convert. Patrick'; &,mn\nt. 6*V. 
V r OL IV. IS b tlx" 
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Bu r how effectually foever he triumphed orer Samaria 
Year of anc ^ others in the neighbourhood, he had the mortification to 
the Flood, De fet at defiance by Hezekiah, king of yerufalem* who, 
2282. as it is faid, rebelled againft him, and would fend him no tri- 
Year be- bute (M). But Samaria and its territory did not alone feel 
foreChrift the effects of his power, he alfo lorded it over all Syria and 
7 l 7' Pbce'nice ' y and made war upon Tyre, where £ [ulceus then 
i/W> reigned c . He at iirft made war upon the whole country of 

Phaenice, but upon the conclufion of a peace marched out of 
the country. Shortly after the cities of Sidsn, Arce^ Palce- 
Tyrus, and others, revolting from the Tyrians, went over to 
Skalmanefer, who, difdaining the Tyrians (N) fhould dare.to 
difpute his fupremity, difpatched a fleet of 60 fail, and 800 
rowers, under the conduct of Phoenicians, to. attack the Ty- 
rians, but they were fhamefuily routed by a ftnall number of 
Tyrian fhips f, and the project moft completely mifcarried. 
Shalmancfer therefore, convinced, it was to no purpofe to 
contend with the Tyrians at fea, blocks them up by land ; 
and, by diverting their waters which fupplied the city, doubt- 
ed not but to reduce this haughty people ; who fupplying 

e See Vol. II. p. 344. * Ibid. 

the tenacious credulity of fome great, though miftaken, men, who 
have turned their thoughts towards the iilullration of thefe very e- 
vident matters. 

(M) This monarchy, or the ftrength of it at leaft, was not yet 
fufficicntly known, it mould feem ; it was not yet arrived at its 
iummit ; it had itill difficulties to flruggle with ; it was not feem- 
ingly fo ftrong as not to be fet at defiance, and contemned ; fo it 
mould fecrn by this Prideaux ^43^ thinks he was diverted from 
refenting this, by his war with the Tyrians. 

(N) The Tyrians had as yet never known any thing of an Aj[y~ 
nan yoke, and now defied this new monarchy, trufting in their own 
ftrength and riches ; though it is fomewhat difficult to conceive, 
that they were not in fome fhape or other tributary to the JJJyrian, 
who mu.i have had it very much in his power to hurt their trade at 
land, if he could not affect them by fea. Their fituation (44) 
may have protected their perfons from immediate flavery ; but it 
is not to be thought, their purfes were as free from expilation and 
lofs ; in a word, they could not have traded almoll any where in 
the inland places of this part of the continent without the king of 
Affyrias leave, and mull have been quite cut off from any of the 
benefits and conveniences of the rivers, if they had not been upon 
lome fort of terms with him : fo that this feems to be a very ob- 
fcarc piece of Jullory. 

(-1 3 ) UbifujK /. 1. p. 19. (44 ) Stc Vol. II, p. 296. 

themfolves 
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themfelves by wells they dug within the city, the Ajfyrians 
wafted five years in this fruitlefs attempt 8 (O). 

Sennacherib (P) fucceeded Shalmanejer, and refolved to re- Year of 
duce the kingdom of Judab to the homage and tribute it had the Flood, 
profeiled to the Affyrian throne, in the perfon of king Abaz*. 2286. 
He appears then at the head of an army, and bore down all Year be- 
before him J , At length he laid fiege to Lacbifi, intending *° re thrift 
in the next place to inveft Jerufalem itfclf. As he was laying 7*3- 
fiege to this place, he received a moft fubmiffive meflage 
from Hezekiaby aflcing his pardon, begging, he would not 
purfue him to deftru&ion, and offering to pay him what tri- 
bute he mould think fit to irnpofe on him- Sen?iacherib teem- 
ed fatisfied with this, and ordered Hezekiah immediately to 
fend him 300 talents of filver, and 30 talents of gold, as if 
that would, pacify him for the prefent, and ftop his further 
intentions. This fum, it feems, was with great difficulty 
lent to him k ; but inftead of granting the king of Judab the 
truce and reft he expected, he behaved towards him as if no- 
thing of the kind had been tranfa&ed, and apparently broke 
his word with Hezekiah^ feemingly with no manner of 
caufe 1 ; and, inftead of withdrawing with his forces, fent 
three of his officers, Tart an % Rabfaris ( Q_), and Rab/Jja- 
heb (R), at the bead of a great army, to inveft Jerufalem^ 
infult Hezekiah ^ intimidate his people, and, in a word, to 
blafpheme againft God. Rabjhakeb was the fpokefman, as 
we fay, and vented himfelf to the officers Hezekiah had fent 

* Menand. apud. Joseph. Antiq. Jud. 1. ix. c. 14. h See 
before, p. 72. 1 See before, p. 79. 2 Kings xviii. 2 Chron. 
xxxii. k 2 Kings xviii. Joslph. Antiq. Jud. i. x. c. 1. 

1 2 Kings ubi fup. Joseph, ubi fup. 

(O) His army, or part of his army, continued the blockade this 
while ; as for himfelf, he feems to hive retired to the other fide 
of the Euphrates, leaving affairs on this fide in a very unsettled 
ftate. 

(P) His Hebrew name is Sa/tberfb, and it is feldom or never, 
that we recollect, writ with any greater variation, except that he 
may, by contraction, have been called Jareb (45) 

(Q.) This is thought to have been rather the name of an office, 
though commonly taken for the proper name of the perfon, Jigni- 

fying, Thg chief of the eunuchs f 46 ). 

(R) r .Phe fame is obferved of this, as in the name above, it fig- 
nifying, The chief cup-bearer ( \~ ) . 

Hof. 10.6. (46) VU Joan. Cleric. /a.-. \.y:)k'iJ. 
ciuid. ibid. 
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out to treat with them m 9 and to know what further was export- 
ed from him, he vaunted his matter's mighty power, {tiling 
him the great king, the king of AJfyria^ fet at nought Hezekiah ^ 
and fpoke contemptuoufly of the king of Egypt (S), in whom 
he fnppofcs Hezekiah to have placed a confidence, as if he 
could fave him from the AJfyrian arm ; and to crown all pre- 
tended, fpeaking in his matter's name, as he all along does, 
that God had fent him on purpofe to deftroy the city and the 
land. This he uttered with great violence in the Hebrew tongue, 
that all might hear and underftand him ; and being by the 
Jevuifh commiflioners entreated to be more moderate, and 
to deliver himfelf in the Syriac tongue, which they well un- 
derftood n , that he might not difheartcn their people on the 
walls of the city ; he, far from complying, raifed his voice 
higher than before, and in the Jewijh tongue, particularly 
addrefled himfelf to the inhabitants of the city, who were be- 
holding the interview; told them, their king Hezekiah would 
ohflinately deceive tfeem to their definition, and that it was 
in vain he trufhd in the Lord : He then exhorted them to 
iubmit, promifing them the free and full enjoyment of their 
prefent pofTeffions, until there fhould be a convenient oppor- 
tunity to tranfplant them to a country every way equal, if 
riot fuperior, to their own. He then again admonifhed them, 
not to let their king deceive them with falfe hopes of deliver- 
ance from the hand of the Lord ; obferving, that as the gods 
of the nations they Lad already conquered, the gods of Ha- 
rnett h and of Arphad^ the gods of Sepharvain y Hcnah 9 and 

» n See before, p. S5. n See before, p. 8>. 

($) Tt is thought, this was done more out of mere rage than any 
thing clfe, Sennacherib difdaining to have been difappointed and 
bafHed in his attempts upon Egypt, according to the Itory wc have 
©f it in Herodotus (48- ; but however plaufible this may feem (49 i 
at full fight, it is fecmingly contradictory to the text, which fuppo - 
fe*» him, if we are right, to be buficd in the liege of Lachijb. He 
Kad not made his attempt upon Egypt y 'et. We think, we haven 
more natural account to give of the contempt here cxprefTed againlt 
the Eg\ptian 9 for Set fan was then king of Egypt, who being record- 
ed to have been a priclt, and to have minded nothing but the functi- 
ons of that office, and to have hated all military men (50 , it can 
be no wonder, Sewifel*erH\ or h ; * furvant for him, fhould ridicule 
and defpiie the thin king of Egypt. * 

(\$) See Vnl. lip .}.'. 1-19; Joan. Cleric, in loc. t ( ^o) 

See, r$L II. />. 41. 
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Ivab (T), had not been able to withftand the AJfyrlan pow- 
er, or to fave Samaria from captivity, fo neither fhould 
theirs: This he aggravated ftill farther; but all his orator 
procured him no anfwer, and fo he returned to his mailer, 
who had left Lachijh and was now at Libnah, which he was 
befieging. Here as he lay he had advice, that Tlrhakab (V), 

king 

(T) Sir Ifaac Newton (ji) ufes this boaft concerning the nation* 
and rheir gods, as an argument for the novelty of the dffyrian mo- 
narchy in thefe days, obferving that this defolation is recited as frelh 
in memory, and to terrify the Jews (52). A HI the above cited nati- 
ons had, till now, their federal gods, and each accounted his god the god 
of his own land, and the defender thereof a gain jl the gods of the neigh- 
bouring countries, and particularly the gods of Aflyria 5 and therefore 
they nv ere never till now united under the A (Tynan monarchy, efpecralh 
fence the king of Aflyria doth not boaft of their being conquered by the 
Affyi ians oft ner than once : but thefe being final V 'kingdoms, the king of 
A fly ria eaftly overflowed them : Know ye not, faith Sennacherib to 
the Jews, [2 Chr. xxxii. 13, 15.] what land my fathers have done 
unto all the people of other lands ? . . . for no god of any nation or 
kingdom was able to deliver his people out of mine hand, and otic 
cf the hand of my fathers : how much Iefs fhall your god deliver 
you out of mine hand ? He and his fathers, therefore, Pul, Tiglath- 
pilcfer, and Shalmanefer, were great conquerors, and with a current 
of victories had newly overflowed all nations round about Ally ria, and 
thereby fet up this monarchy (53)- This is a jult remark, tending to 
prove what we have hitherto contended for, concerning the late- 
nefs of the djjyrian monarchy, in comparifon of the common com- 
putation, and may account for what we have as good as aflerccd 
( 54). That the religion of the Phoenicians and Syrians, as known ro 
the Greeks, or even to thcmfclvcs, to all appearance, was of sly- 
jyrian origin ; which may nor only be amply proved by the ilrange 
nations who were tranfplanted thither (55.,*, but from this way of 
proving the god of the prevailing nation to be llronger than tin; 
god.s of the vanqutfhed, which, as fallacious ai< argument as it may 
ieem to us was in thofe days of idolatry and fuperibtion found 

and indifputabie doctrine : So Deltr or Pul, tiie .-Ij/vrhn »*od, having 
proved himfelf too flrong for Ai.id, the Syrian god ihe latter 
gives place to the former of courfe ; and Belus thcntcfoi '\ aid be- 
came the god of the Syrians, in/lead of the unfortunate -/./.-./ (■;/)- 

( V) According to the courfe of the Egyptian htilory, tin- li>' ihah 
can have been no other than the ^ahl\uo ;^S) of Herodotus, who 

' .71) Cbfonol. of /Int. Kingd. amended, p. 27*], 2~.>. ( ^ .*) 
It id. p. ^74. r 53) Ibid, p 2-(>,z-7. Sctb.frcp 1S0, 

)utt iWj See alio Col. ll.p.z^ft. ).'•<•«.* brfre in t/\ >t>'e\*p. 
(>' } I'tJ J°an. Cleric comment- in foe. * ■*'* ' ' ' H /'■ *>^- 

(38; ibid, p. .|0, & ft q . 
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king of Ethiopia i intended to give him battle, at which, 
taking the alarm, he feems to have marched towards Egypt 
(W) to meet him, and to have fent Rabjhakib back again to 

Jerufalemi 

was an Ethiopian, a great warrior, and had fome time before con- 
quered Egypt, and held it 50 years ( 59) : He retired from Egypt 
at the expiration of that term (60), and returned into Ethiopia, 
and by that means Setbon the prieft of Vulcan, as he is called (61), 
carne to be king of Egypt. Setbon being more ftricVy a prieft than 
a king, and Tirbakab, or Smbbaco, the great Ethiopian, confcious 
Setbon could not pretend to make head againfl fo formidable a con- 
queror as Sennacherib, and perceiving Egypt to be in imminent 
danger offubje&ion, puts himfelf at the head of his army to protedl 
Egypt, and at the fame time fecure his own country Ethiopia. Sab- 
baco, though an Ethiopian, mult have had a great concern on him 
for the liberties of Egypt, not only as it was his barrier and next 
neighbour, but alfo as he had refided fo long in it as lord or king. 
He may hive been tfill alive, though he muft have been a man in 
years, for he did not die in the throne of Egypt, but left it of his 
own accord (62). We do not pretend to give this for certainty, 
but it has fuch an air of probability, or at leaft correfponds fo 
nicely with what we read of the hiftory of Egypt in fcripture, that 
we fancy the reader may be tempted to think this tranfa&ion may 
have been as we have here fuggefted, if he would give himfelf the 
trouble of comparing what we here fay therewith. 

(W) The hiftory of this his war in thefe parts is very cloudy ; 
wc only know in general, that he took fevcral cities belonging to 
the king of y«</<&£, and perhaps fome others ; that he befieged 
Lacbrjb ; fent to infult yeru falem and its king, after he had accept- 
ed his tribute and homage in feeming good part ; that he was under 
fome apprehenfions about Tirbakab, king of Ethiopia ; and finally, 
that the grofs of his army was miraculoufly deftroyed. But Prideaux 
(63), fupported by nothing befides a fuppofition, that he was the 
Sargou of Ifaiab (64), writes, that he conquered Egypt, miferably 
walled it for three years together, and carried away multitudes in- 
to captivity ; as alfo that he took Ajbdod, or Axotus (65), by his 
general Tartan. Sargon was not Sennacherib, but his fon Efar* 
haddon ; and if it be anfwered he muft have been the former, bc- 
caufc his general's name was Tartan, we fay Tartan was general 
to both ot them. Nor wa<,as he fays, Sevccbus the fon of Sabbaco 
the Ethiopian, at that ume the king of Egypt ; nor were, it is likely, 
^evr.r-js and Sabl)Aco two perfoi:>, the father and fon ; they are ono 
and t lie fame name, with a very trifle of variation. Herodotus has no 
fuch king as this Sevecbus, nor DioJorus: This is fufficient to juftify 

(vO Ibid. p. .11. K «v/ {(>\) Ibid. (62) Ibid. />. 

4 1 (J>3) Connert. of the OU and Xriv Tejl I. 1 . part r. p 22 Edit. 
%'vo. k0.f;.w.i. i. i\id Ova.', ubi (G^) Idem ibid. 
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JerufaUm^ to block up that city, and to prevent Hezekiab 
from joining his friends againft him. Rabjhakeh returned to 
his poft before ferufalem, and would have infulted Hezeiiab 
in perfon, as fhould feem, but not being able to do that, he 
fent him a letter as from Sennacherib^ fraught with the fame 
words almofr he had ufed before in his boafling and vain 
fpcech to the fewijb commiffioners, adding to the nations he 
formerly mentioned to have been conquered by AJfyria^ Re- 
zepb, and the children of Eden which were in Thelafar 0 (X). 
His former infolent and blafphemous meflage had drawn on 
him the fearful prophefy of ffaiab y That he Jhould fall by the 
fword in his own land * ; and for this fecond it was denoun- 
ced againft him by the fame prophet, That he foould not come 
into the city, nor Jhoot an arrow there y nor come before it with 
a Jhieldy nor cajl a hank about it f : The meaning of which 
feems to be, that he was gone, whence he fhould return fo 
difabled, that he fhould neither be able to befiege the city in 
form, or barely aflault it. This is feemingly the import of 
the text, and if Herodotus may be introduced upon this oc- 

cafion, 

° 2 Kings xix. ver. 8. iz. * Ibid. ver. 7. f Ibid. ver. 
32. 

us in what we fay ; nor was Sevecbus, or Setbon, whom Prideauv 
( 67) fuppofes to have been the fame, the fon of the Ethiopian Sab- 
baco 9 as may appear by Herodotus, who calls him priefl of Vulcan, 
and plainly infinuates, that he was an Egyptian , and a ftranger to 
Sabbaco's line, and one who was chofen to fucceed after fome feem- 
ingly great difturbance in the itate (68). Befides, it might be ask- 
ed, where the dreadful Tirhakah can have been, during the three 
long years Sennacherib muft have ravaged and lorded it over Egypt ? 
or what he was about all that time, that he fhould not come to the 
relief of the country till it had been, as it were, undone ? In fhort, 
nothing is plainer than that Sennacherib not. only did not conquer 
Egypt , but even fufFered fome notable lofs or repulfe, in fo much as 
offering to invade that land ; in which attempt he mult have erred 
againft the rules of common prudence and policy, confidering that 
Syria and Palejline, which fhould have been his mil work, were 
not as yet fully fubdued. 

(X) The moll probable opinion is, that thefe places were fome- 
where in Syria. There is a city called Re/ipb in Mejopotamia , near 
tlae mouth of the river Saocoras (69) ; and a city called Refaph in 
the Palmpeiu of Syria : which of thefc may have been Rnxeph w«.. 
decide not ; the other cities are not fo eaiy to be found. 

(6 7 )Ubifup. (68; SceFeL 11 ubi fi* (69} Pi#!«» 7>> 

j4f. Geo^t aph. i-v. 
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cafion, who makes cxprefs mention of his name, though he 
miftakenly calls him king of Arabia (Y) inftead of AJfyria^ht 
will tell us, that as Senacherib lay before Pelujium^ there one 
night came fuch fwarms of field rats and mice into the AJJyri- 
an camp, as deftroyed all their fliield-hraps and bow-ftrings p . 
What truth foevcr there may be (Y*J in this, it muft be faid 
very nicely to correfpond with the prophefy above. But to 
wave this, it appears, that he was very unfortunate (Yf) in 
this expedition, and his fun from hencefor wards fets apace. 
His army is faid to have been fmitten L* the angel of the 
Lord {'Z)i who fmctc 185,000 AjTyrians in their camp (A), 
and Sennacherib departed for Ajfyria^ and took up his abode 
at Nineveh * ; where, finding himfeif fallen in the efteem of 

r Herodot. L 2. c. 41. * 2 Kings xix. 36. 

(V) This may not originally have been the fault of Herodotus him- 
feli"; it may have been owing to tranferibers. 

(Y*) True it certainly is not ; biftiop Patrick (70), with fome 
feeming paflion, calls it a horrible lye ; but as much a lye as it may 
be, it may be laid to confirm what is written in fcripture concerning 
the fudden dcfrruclion of the Ajfirian army, and therefore may be 
born wich. The Egyptians afcribe the honour of it to their God (71), 
than which there is nothing moie natural. 

1 Y-f*; Herodotus declares as much (72), and fo does Jofephus (75). 

(Z) This is a figurative cxpreffion common with the jews. Some 
fuppofc this havock to have been made ** by a plague, or perhaps by 
44 lightning, or a fiery wind, which blows fometimes in the neigh- 
44 Louring defer ts, or rather by being furprized by Sethon and Tir- 

hakah ; for the Egyptians, in memory of this action, creeled a 
44 itatue t-o Setho/iy holding in his hand a moufe, the Egyptian (ym- 
44 bol uf dcilruction 1 1 (74). 

(A^ Vviierc Wis camp was at this time is no very clear matter ,- 
whether at L;b/u:i\ or Pclufium % or Jerufalem. It is alfo uncertain, 
whether hi* army was all together at this time, or divided, part 
Wider hiinieif ehewiiere, and part under Rabjhakeb before Jerufti- 
tt:.'j J, as wc have fuppofed ; and confequently, whether it was 
I he i.rmv under hinilelf, or that under Rabjhakeb, that was thus 
I wept away, or whether they both fuffered. After what we have 
already laid, we leave the reader to fatisfy himfaif about this ob- 
iuuifv. 

t '70 ) Comment . up^n Kings xix, (71) See Vol. II. p. 42. (72) 
A' (73) Autiq. yuJ. /. .v. <\ i. (74) Sir If. Newt. 

O-z.i. -lit. Kingd. amend, p. zbi. See alfo Pridcaux'j Comiedi. 

v' th 'J.'***:./ Njjj'leji. JJjjk i. p. z\. Sec Patrick ubi Jup. 

his 
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his people (B), he grew fullen and tyrannical; particularly 
venting his rage againftthe captive Hebrews in his dominions, 
many of whom he unmercifully put to death f, in revenge 
for his great downfal, which he may have attributed to them. 
In fhort he behaved in fuch a manner, that he was grown odi- 
ous in the eyes of his own fons, two of whom, Adramme- 
lech and Sbarazer (C), flew him, as he was at his devotions 
in the temple of his god Nifrccb, in a fhort time after his pre- 
cipitate return from yudeea. They flew him and fled into the 
land of Armenia-* feemingly fearful of the revenge that might 
be taken on them for their parricide (D) ; thus was he flain 
in the temple of his favourite god (E), and his third fon Efar- 
haddon reigned in hisftead J. 

Efar-haddon (F ) may be faid to have fucceeded to the Efar-had- 
ruins, as it were, of the AJfyrian monarchy founded by Pul^ don. 

f Tobic. c. i. 18. % 2 Kings ubi fup. ver. 37. 

(B) Returning fo baffled, with fuch fhame and di/honour, his 
people could not but think meanly of him, in comparifon of 
his predeceflbrs ; though Sb alma tie for, his father, does not feem 
to have been very fortunate in the latter part of his life. We 
have feen him fhamefuily beaten by the Tyrians in a fea fight, 
and his army five years before their city without any effect.. 

(C) It is fuppofed, he had, in the midft of his danger, threat- 
ned to facrifice them to his god, and that they took this oppor- 
tunity of facrificing him, that they might not be facrificed them- 
felves -76): what grounds there is for this we have not to fay. 
We no where read, the djfyrians had any fuch unnatural fuper- 
ftition in vogue with them ; we may enquire into this when we 
come to treat of the Babylonian religion, which mull at Ieaft have 
included that of Affyria. 

(D) If the fuppofition in the note above be true, they had rea- 
fbn to fly for their difobedience and murder ; but if not, we 
cannot perceive, but they might have juflified themfe'ves with 
the people, who may not have been very forry for Sennacherib's 
death, upon the principle of felf prefervarion ; which might have 
ferved for a plea of ibme validity, if it had interfered with no 
part of religion or fuperftition. 

(E) We have it from Jofephus (77), that Nifroch, or Arafeus, 
as he calls him (78), was his moll elleemed god. Concerning this 
deity, we have faid all we thought neceflary in the former pare 
of this hiilory (79). 

(F) He is alfo called Afar-haddoti, Afordan by the Septuagint, Ajja- 
radin in Ptolemy's canon; Sarchedorthy 1 'obit (80 Sarguu by Ifaiah 
(Si), and Afnapper by Ezra *. 

(?()) Idem ibid. (77) Antiq J ad. l.x.c. 2. (-8) Ibid. 

(-()) See before, p. J 31. \%Oj'l'ubit i. zi . ('■>!) Ifaiah xx. 
* Ezra i'v. 10. 

Vol. IV. C 1 and 
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Year of and enlarged and eftablifhed by Tiglath-pilefer. Under Sen- 
the Flood, nacherib it fell to decay, either by his imprudence, or ill 
2289. fortune, or a mixture of both. The Medes taking advan- 
Year be- tage, it is likely, of his long and diftant abfence, or, per- 
foreChnft j la p S> U p 0n t ^ e news Q f t h e Hidden and general deftru&ion 

( of his army, revolted <!, and were never after, as (hould 
feem, reduced to the AJJyrian yoke, though EJar-haddon y in 
the courfc of his reign, fcems to have been both a valorous 
and fortunate pnnce, as well as ambitious of fupporting and 
enlarging the empi.e. He was to all appearance, a mild and 
a gracious perlbnage, and particularly kind to the Jews, who 
had been fo cruelly abufed by his father after his hafty re- 
Year of turn to Nineveh. He, in the beginning of his reign, fcems 
the Flood, to have continued quiet in his capital, and perhaps had e- 
23*8. nough to do to fupport his dignity at home ; till after fome 
Year be- years, his kindred race of the Babylonilh kings becoming ex- 
fore Chrift tincl:, or fome other caufe producing an inter-reign in that 
! * kingdom, he, either by art or violence, feated himfelf in 

the throne r of Babylon (G), thereby retrieving the luftre of 
the AJJyrian name, which had been fo fullied by the defection 
of the Medes. 

Year of Crown potent by this union, he proceeds to eftablifti his 
the Flood, tottering power over the more diftant parts of his empire, and 
2322. marches into Syria , and agamft the remnant of Ifrael, and 
Year be- the kingdom of Judah. The remnant of Ifrael he tranfplant- 
fore Chnft e d, as j ie mav j lave d one f^y t h c re mnant that may have been 

il^s^ i ^ °^ ty r * a * f° tnat tne } r now utterly ceafed to be nations, 

and in their ftead he introduced a fupply of foreigners (H), 

according to the policy of his predeceflbrs. Having thus quite 
expunged IJrael and Syria from the lift of nations, he pro- 
ceeded to the reduction of the kingdom of Judah, to the 
ftate of dependancc it had profeflcd in the pcrfon of king 
jtbaz, and took Manajfcb their king, and bound him in chains, 
and fent him captive to Babylon f . 

*3 Tobit ubi fup. ver. 15. r Ptolem. Can. Aftronom. 

f 2 Chron. xxxiii. 11. 

(G) Tt is very unlikely, that he obtained the immediate poffef- 
fion of the kingdom of Babylon by violence ; but this is what 
we may enquire into when we come to confider him as king there. 

(H) His being now called king of Babylon has been the caufe, 
that commentators have poftponed the tranfplantation of Ifrael, 
recorded in the reign of Sbalmanefer, to his time ; concerning which 
we have declared our mind already y%z). 

(82) See before in the notes* p. 10 1 

F r. a t 5 n 
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Elated by this flow of fuceefs, and nothing difcouraged Year of 

by the unfortunate attempt of his father, he continues his the Flood, 

march, refolving to invade Egypt and Ethiopia (I). He did 2326. 

fo, and fubducd them, and tranfplanted them (K), and held Year be- 
fore Chrift 



CI) Having, as we have feen, fubdued all Syria and Palefiine, ^73- 



in a more effectual manner than any of hi* predeceflbrs ever had ; 
he was the better qualified to invade Egypt and Ethiopia. Befides, 
Tirbakab, or Sabbaco, may have been now dead ; for, according 
to the hiftory of Egypt f 83), he muft, by this time, have been a 
very old man. Ke had nothing then to fear from chat warlike 
prince, and very little from Setbon (84), who was now unfupport- 
ed, and whofe kingdom, as it is reprefented to us, feems to have 
been, at this time, in the moft proper condition to be conquered. 

(K) This fubdu&ion and captivation was foretold by I/aiab(8$) 
In that day Jball thtre he a high -way out 0/ Egypt into Aflyria, and 
the A (Tynan Jball come into Egypt, and the Egyptian into Afiy ria, 
and the Egyptians Jball fer*ve 'with the Aflyrians. In this war the 
city of Diafpolh, No-ammon, or Thebes, which had till then fiourifh- 
ed in great glory, is thought (86) to have been miferably wafted 
and led into captivity, according to the fame prophet and another, 
the former adding (87) to what is above ; So Jball the king of Ai- 
fyria lead away the Egyptians prifoners, and the Ethiopians captives* 

young and old, naked and barefoot to the Jhame of Egypt. 

And they [the Jirw/] Jball bt afraid and ajbamed of Erhiopia their 
expt&ation, aiid of Egypt their gloty : And the latter 88), pro- 
phefying the dettru&ion of Nineveh, and fpeaking of the calamity 
of Egypt at a tranfaction of late date, faith, Art thou better ihun 
the populous No [No -amnion], that was Jituate among the rivers, 
that had the 'waters round about it, whoje rampart was the fca, and 
her wall was from thefea (89) ? All this can have been ehvded by 
no king of AJfyria, Efar-baddon excepted, and we fhall not need to 
prove this to the reader, who fhall think it worth his while to 
turn bade to the hiftory of Egypt at this time. For though the 
Egyptians were too proud to acknowledge this conqueft of them, 
yet their hiftory, though fiient about it, fcems to confirm what is 
here laid. For after Setbon, in the latter part of whofe reign, 
or immediately upon whofe death, this invafion muft have hap- 
pened, we find the kingdom to have been in fome very violent 
diiorder, and to have emerged under 12 men, who divided he 
whole kingdom between them, in a kind of ariilocracy (90 ; 
How this alteration couM have been wrought in the coniiitutiou 
of fo regular and precile a kingdom as Egypt, but by fome tuch 
means, and by this moft likely » we leave to the reader. 

{B} , See Vol U p. 41. Ibid (85) ffaimb xix. 23. 

(86) See Prid. C*>mc£i if the Old end beiv Teft Book \. Part. I . 
p. 22. 8f .7 . xx .1 . ^8i>) N/thu/.'s Hi. 8. ro. (89) Ihtd. 

(i)o) 6ee Vol. II p .j 
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them in fubjeflion to him three years % which may be as 
long as he afterwards lived. In the courfe of this war, he 
particularly took, by his general Tartan, the city of AJhdod, 
or Axotus u , which coft PfanuttUichus fo much time to v/reft 
Year of ^ rom ^ s f uccenr ° rs w * Thus did he extend his dominions (L), 
the Flood anc * once more fp reac * the terror of the AJJyrian name far 
2 33 r. ' and near. After a reign of many years, glorious efpecially 
Year be- in the latter part of it, he died, and feemingly left a charac- 
fore Chrift ter behind him equal to the rank he had held while living ; 
668. whence, and tor other reafons (M), we cannot be induced to 
~ ' think 




r Ifaiah xx. u Idem ibid. w See Vol. II. p. 4c. 

(L) The extent of his dominions at this time, which mad, one 
would think, have been more than that of any of his predecefTors, 
is not a littie uncertain ; though Sir Ifaac Newton, in a manner, 
ventures to defcribe it in thefe words, " In the reigns of Senna- 
*' therib and AJferhaddon, the AJfyrian empire feems arrived at its 
" greatnefs, being united under one monarch, and containing Af- 
** fyria, Media, Apolloniatis, Sujiana, Chaldaa, Mefopotamia, Gli* 
" cia, Syria, Phoenicia, Egypt, Ethiopia, and part of Arabia, and 
" reaching eaftward into Elymais and Parataecene, a province of 
" the Medes ; and if Chalach and Cbabor be Colchis and Iberia, 
" as fome think, and as may feem probable from the circumci- 
" fion ufed by thofe nations till the days of Herodotus, we are al- 

fo to add thefe two provinces, with the two Armenias, Pontus y 
*' and Cappadocia, as far as the river Halys ; for Herodotus tell us, 
" that the people of Cappadocia, as far as to that river, were cal- 
" led Syriam by the Greeks, both before and after the days of Cy- 
** rus, and that the AJJyrians were alfo called Syrians by the 
•* Greeks" (91 J. Of all thi* extent there maybe fome doubt, 
whether or no the Medes were in fubjeclion to him ; they had 
thrown off the yoke in frs father's time, who left the empire, as 
great as it may have been under him, in a crazy condition ; though 
it is fomevhat difficult to fuppofc, that Efar-baddon did not re- 
duce them to their former obedience before he crofled the Eu- 
phrates, to confirm himfclf in Syria and Pale/line : After all, he 
may have refer ved them for his lalt work, not fearing any damage 
from them in his abfence, being perhaps pofleflcd of fome of the 
molt important parts of their country, which he did not live long 
enough to regain throughout. This may be refunied in the reign 
of his grand Ion. 

(M) He is ftyled the great and noble Afnapper (92). It is im- 
poflible, he iliould have been rcprefented as a flothful and effemi- 

(91) Cbronol. of ant, Kingd. intend, p. 285. (92) Ezra 

i'V, 10. 

Hate 
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think he can be, in any refpeft, the Sardanapalus of Ctejias* 
there being no likenefs or analogy at all between the repre- 
fentations of the two men. 

He was fucceeded by his fon Saofditchinus *, or Saofducheus Saofduchi- 
(N), concerning whom we have nething particular, except dus. 
that he reigned 20 years, that it was probably under him that Year of 
Manajfeh was reftored to his kingdom (O), and that Egypt the Flood, 
recovered her liberty (P) ; that he feems otherwife to have ^?3 ! ' 
kept full poffeflion of the empire his father left him, and that, f reCh'ft 
dying, he was fucceeded by his fon Cbyniladan. n 
Chyniladan is fuppofed, and upon good grounds, to be the 




Nabuchadonofor of fcripture ( QJ, an active and a warlike chynila- 



pnnce, dan. 



*Ptolem. Can. Altron. 



nate prince, whofe life feems to have been a life of the molt un- 
wearied action. He may it is poffible, have been known to the 
antient Greeks by the name of Sardanapalus , or AJfar-h addon- Put 
(93), but then he muft have been the great one" who is called a 
warrior (94), and is faid to have built Tarfus and Jlnchiale in one 
day, and to have died peaceably in his bed (95). He may have 
been one of the princes called Sardanapalus ; for we have feen 
they had two very UfFerent from one another, as we have noted 
in the ftory of the Sardanapalus of prophane authors, in the fec- 
tion before this. The other we may difcover hereafter. 

(N) Prtdeaux ( 96) reckons him to have been the Nabuchadono- 
for of the book of Judith ; but that he is therein inoft egregioufly 
miftaken, will be proved anon. 

(O) Prtdeaux (97) fuppofes him not only to have been fet at 
liberty by Efar-haddon himfelf, but alfo to have been inverted, 
by the fame monarch, with an addition to his own kingdom, to 
enable him to fupport himfelf againft Pfammiticbus, who had now 
got the dominion of all Egypt into his hands, and began to war 
upon the Jffyrians iu Palefiine (98) ; but he has mod ftrangely 
dilturbed the hiitory of djfyria by that unaccountable miftake of 
writing S argon the fame with Sennacherib. 

(P) It is not in nature to fuppofe it did, before the death cf 
Efar-haddon, who, it is moil certain, died by the time lie kid well 
fubdued this kingdom. 

(Q That Chyniladan , and no other king in Pto/enty's canon, can 
have been the Uabuchadonofor of the book of Judith, is what wit 
are now to endeavour to prove ; in the doing of which wc fhall alfo 
fettle fome other poLnts, and eipecially the three which are the fub- 

(9 3) See before ,p. 179. ( 9 4.) Ibid, in t he no tes (99) lb id. 

p. 1 85. (()h) Cotmefi. of the Old and Ne w TejL Book 1- 

Part i.p, 35. tf. Vf . ^jj) Mid. p, J4 . , ^) FaL II 

P- 4£« 
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Year of prince, and particularly remarkable for his invafion of the 
the Flood rebellious and now independent Medes, who had formed 

*35 1 » themfelves 
Year be- 

fore Chrift j e # 0 f t ]j rce noles above, and which Prtdeastx has involved in great 
f4^^ ^ darknefs. From the death of AJar-addin to the fxrft year of the 

reign of Cbyniladan is 20 years, and from the firft year of the reign 
of Saofduehinus to the twelfth of Chyniladan, that he undertook to 
reduce the Medes, is 32 years. Manajeb, king of Judab, was ta- 
ken into captivity by AJar-addin in the 21ft year of his reign, after 
which he reigned 34 years. His fon Amon reigned, after him over 
Judab two years, which being added to the former number, make 
36 years, when Jofiah began to reign y who was but eight years 
old when he firft came to the throne. Hence, by the canon, it 
may appear, that Cbyniladan began his reign about the 4 1 ft year of Ma- 
naffeb, and that warring againft the 'Medes in his 12 th year, accor- 
ding to the number in the vulgate, or St. Jeromes tranflation, it 
happened in the 53d year of the faid Manajeb ; Cbyniladan reigned 
after this 10 years, or to the lixth year of king Jojiab ; for Manajeb 
reigned full ce years, and his fon Amon reigned barely two ; fo 
that Chyniladan may have died about the beginning of the reign of 
Jofiah. This king, as we have obferved above, was but eight years 
old when he came to the throne, and in his reign it muft have been, 
if ever, that Bethulia was befieged by Holof ernes for the king of 
AJfyria ; and here it feems to be moll naturally placed by Sir Ifaac 
Newton (99). To fuppofe with Prideaux (100) that Holofernes in- 
vaded the Jenvi in the days of Manaffeb, is contradicting, in good 
meafure, himfelf ; for it is exprefly laid, that the Jrws were then 
lately returned from captivity ( 1), which can be meant of no other 
than the AJyrian captivity, when Manajeb was carried away to Ba* 
bylon ; and to fuppofe this war under Holofernes, to have been un- 
dertaken after the return of ManaJJeb to Jerufalem, is undoing 
what the fame hiftorian mentions of the kindnefs of the kings of 
AJfyria to the kings of Jerufalem, and the perfect good undemand- 
ing between them, till Jifiah was killed in the fervice of his AJyrian 
fovereign, as he miftakenJy writes (2). If he fuppoies the people 
returned from captivity without their king, and if they were attack- 
ed while he was in prifon ; then muft he alfo lay, that AJar-haddon 
himfelf was the Nahucbadonofor of the book of Judith, fmce he de- 
clares Matiajfcb to have been fet at liberty by the laid Ajar baddon ; 
but this he fays not . If this transaction happened in the reign of 
Saofduchinus, it mult follow, either that Manaffeb was not delivered 
out of prifon by AJarbaddon, but detained many years a prifoner 
at Babylon by Saofduchinus, which he denies f 3 ) t or that there was 
not that great and conilant harmony between the kings at Nineveh 
and their homagers at Jerufalem, as he after ts ^4), down to the day 

(99) Chronol. of Ant. Kingd. amend, p. 290. (100) Ubi /up. (1*). 
Judith vu, 3. (2) Connect, of the Old ami ' Nttv TV/), Book 1. part. 

1 • J' ly Mid. {.\) Hid. 

Jofiah 
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themfelves into a feparate ftate, as may be feen in the hiftory 
of that nation. In order to fubdue this warlike people, he 
fummons, as it were, the whole force of his wide-fpreading 
dominions, calling in « c all that dwelt in the hill country, Calls in all 
*« and all that dwelt by Euphrates ? and Tigris? and Hydafpe? the nations. 
c < and the plain of Arioch 9 the king of the Elymarans? and 
cc very many nations of the fonsof Cbelod ; f " all thefe ea- 
fterns rendezvoufed under his banner. But ifliiing out his orders, 
at the fame time, to the Perjians? and the weltern people in 
Cilicia? Damafcus? Lib anus? Antilibanus> and the inhabitants 
on the fea-coafts, as well as to the nations of Car me I , Galaad? 
the Upper Galilee^ and the great plains of Efdrelom > as alfo 
to all Samaria? Jerufalem? Betane, Chellus? Kades? . the bor- 
derers on the river of Egypt? Taphnes? Ramejfe^ and all the 
land of Gefem? beyond Tanis and Memphis? and in general, 
to all the inhabitants of Egypt to the borders of Ethiopia ; 
all thefe received his ambafTadors with contempt, and, fear- 
ing him not, refufed one and all to obey his orders (R). 

Upon 

f Judith c. i. 

Jojiah was llain in battle by the Egyptian king Necho ( 5 ) . Jojiah 
reigned 3 1 years, which being added to the interval between the 
firft year of his reign and the year of his grandfather's captivity, 
which is 36, it will make 67 years. Now by Ptolemy 1 * canon it 
appears, that Jojiah was flain in the fourth year of NabocolaJ/arus 9 or 
the great Nebuchadnezzar, the fecond king of Babylon, and this 
was after Nineveh h&J been deftroyed, and the old race of the 
proper kings of AJfyria were no more. In Aim, it appears from 
all this, that AJfar-baddon muft have died much about the time 
ManaJJeh was carried to Babylon, or, at moll, two or three years 
afterwards ; for we cannot pretend to be quite exatt, and that it 
is likely he had his liberty from Sao/duchinus rather than AJJar-had- 
don, who could not have had the time either to think much of him, 
or to fettle with him ; for it muft have been fome thing extraordina- 
ry that procured him his freedom and kingdom again, when the 
kings of Ifrael and Syria fhared fo different a fate. Again,' it muft 
appear, that AJfar-haddon dhed immediately after he left Egypt, and 
that his death infpired the chiefs of that nation with courage to lift up 
their heads, and appoint the 12 kings (6) ; and finally, that CAy- 

niladan, and no other, was the N abuchadtnojor of the book of Ju- 
dith. 

(R) Herodotus confirms this very plainly, telling us, that the 
AJJyrians, Thofe I mean, fays he (,7), who lived at Nineveh, who 
had formerly been the chief of all, but were now defer ted by their 
friends or vaflals, though neverthelcfs in a good ftate to defend 
themfelves ; againft thefe, fays he, did Pbraortes the Mede make 

(5) See W, //. 47. (6) Set Vol. II p. 42. (7) I. I c. loz. 
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Upon fo general a defection, it may be wondered he mould 
have perfifted in his refolution to invade the Afedes^ who had 
defied fome of the moft potent of his predeceflbrs ; but hav- 
ing numbers fufficient, and relying on his own ftrength, he 
feems to have made as flight of their difobedience as they had 
of his orders ; vowing in the moft folemn manner to take am- 
ple vengeance on them, as foon as he had chaftifed the info- 
lent and rebellious Medcs *. 
Warsivitb In the twelfth year of his reign then, he moved with his 
Medes. army againft Arphaxad^ king of the Medes ^ and joining bat- 
tle with him in the great plain of Ragau^ he overthrew him 
Y ear u?^ A horfe and chariot, put Arphaxad to flight, who made the beft 
e . 00 of his way to the mountains ; got pofleffion of all his cities, 
Yea* "be anc * ^ c ^ atan -> m particular, the capital of Media, a fumptu- 
fore Chrifl ous ^ xt Y-> new ty erected, and decorated to be the feat of this 

new kingdom, and demolifhed it without mercy; and to 
crown all, he caught Arphaxad in the mountains of Ragau y 
where he thought to have fheltered himfelf, and coming there 
to fkirmifh with him and his followers, he mot Arphaxad fo 
often with darts that he killed him, and put an end to his life, 
and, as it were, to his kingdom. Flufhed beyond meafure 

* Ibid. 




war. This Phraortes is the Arphaxad above, as we fhall have oc- 
cafion to obferve in the hiftory of the Medes. Saofduekinus, it ap- 
pears then, had led a quiet and peaceable life for the fpace of 20 
years, the whole duration of his reign ; and Chyniladan had done 
the fame for the firft 12 years of his, till finding the Medes had 
conquered the Perjians t as Herodotus writes, and as appears in the 
text of Judith, which fays, that the Perjians of all the orientals 
refufed to obey his fummons ; and that, not contented with that, 
they were going to attack AJfyria alfo ; hearing of this it roufed him ; 
perceiving himfelf and kingdom in fuch danger, he takes the alarm, 
and in hatte fends to all the nations who had bowed to the AJfyrian 
throne, to come in immediately to his aid. No two hiftorical 
pieces can, fo far as they are concerned together, more illuftrate each 
ether than Herodotus and this book of Judith. And here, by the 
way we may, in this diflrcfs of Nabucbadonofor, perceive fome 
likenefs of the cafe of Sardanapalus^ who, when he was befieged 
in M'iue'veb, k laid to have fen c out to all the nations to come to his 
fuccour (8); though thereupon we have noted, that in his cafe it 
limit have been quite impracticable, if not impoftible, for him to 
do it (9). He fliould have done it before he was blocked up in hit 
city ; upon the whole, this mult be the ftory which is there told by 
r-lie hccdleis and romantic hilloiian Cttfuis. 

(tf) See lu/orr. ft. (9 /•; the notes t ibid. 

Willi 
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With this more than, perhaps, expe&ed fuccefs, he returns 
In triufliph to Nineveh, he and all his company of nations, 
a multitude of warriors, and repofing with them after the 
fatigues of their vi&orious expedition (S), they feaft and 
revel with him for the fpace of 120 days f. 

And now being fated with excels and riot, and confident 
of being invincible (T), he and his fervants refume their mar- 
tial fury, and talk of no lefs than being avenged on the whole 
earth - 9 meaning the nations who had fo contemptuoufly refu- 
fed to attend him in his war intended with Media. He there- 
fore calls together his nobles and officers, with whom he con- 
ferred, concerning this matter, in private council, and the 
refult was, to afflift the whole earth out of his own mouth 9 
and that all flefh fhould be deftroyed that did not obey the 
commandment of his mouth. In confequence of this vain re- 
folution, Nabucbadonofor calls for his chief captain Holof ernes, ff 0 i 0 fe r - 
and gives him in charge, as the lord of the whole earth, nes * s 

to take with him 120,000 of his choiccft foot, and 12,000 charge and 
chofen archers on horfeback, and with them to invade all the orders. 
weft, for that they had dared to withftand his will and plea- 
fure, and to command them to prepare water and earth for 
him, againft he fhould, in his wrath, come againft them, 
and cover the whole earth with the feet of his army, and 
give them up a prey thereto 5 threatening, that their llain 
fhould fill their vallies and their brooks, and make the river 
f well over its banks, and that he would lead them away cap- 
tives to the uttermoft parts of the earth : He commanded 
him to go forth before him and poflefe himfclf of all their coafts 
for him \ that if they fubmittcd to him, he fhould let them 
alone for him to punifh them in perfon ; hut that if they 
prefumed to make head againft him, he fhould utterly deflroy 
them Without favour or diflinclion ; f wearing by his own 
life and the might of his kingdom, that he would, with his 
own hand, perform what he had fo prefumptuoufly vented 

\ Ibid. 

(S) This fuccefsful war of ChynilaJan t or Naluchadomfor, againft 
the AhdfSy is exactly almofl what Cttjias writes of Sardanapalu* 
' 10). it is the fame ilory molt carelefly told ; and rhi, fcait is ccr 
tainly the fame Sardantipului i;> laid to have given hi; victorious ar 
my(u\ 

('J') This is Sardanapahts again, or rather SwMwapalu* is the 
ihadovv of thL king ; he, as we have icon, imagined his city of Nine- 
sch could never be taken ( i z). 

[ 1 o) See be/are, p. \ $ I . ( I I )//»•'./ p l S I » ') #-*'■'' , j i 3 
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forth ; and warning him, at his peril, not to tranfgrefs any 
of the commands he had injoincd him, but to execute them 
with rigour and without delay z (V ). 
He takes Hohftrnes^ having received his orders to this effect, de-> 
the field. parted from before Nabuchadonofor, and calling together all 

the governors, captains, and officers of the army of AJJur 
[AJ/yria], lie felecled the numbers, both of horfe and foot, 
the king had commanded ; and, attended with affes and camels 
in great numbers, for the conveyance^ ofneceflaries, and goats, 
/hecp and oxen more than can be faid, with plenty of every 
thing to fuftain the army, and gold and filver in great abun- 
dance from the kings treafury, he marched off from Nineveh ; 
followed, beiides his army, by innumerable multitudes from fe- 
veral nations, who like locufts joined him, or like the fand of 
the fea ; fo that by the help of hyperbole, they may be pro- 
perly enough faid to cover all the face of the earth weft ward, 
with their chariots and horfemen, and their cho fen footmen a . 

Ho I of "ernes , in this his march weflward, deftroyed Phud and 
Lud, fpoiled all the children of Raffes^ and the children of If 
niael towaul the wildernefs, fouthward of the land of the Chel- 

2 Ibid. * Ibid 

(V) It would have been very difficult to account for this great de- 
gree ofinfoient wrath in this prince, were it not for the good affilbince 
of Herodotus, who tells us (13), as we have obferved before, that 
the Medes were grown to that pitch as to pretend to fubdue AJJyria ; 
which, confidering this king as he was, muft have been a moft vio- 
lent provocation and mull have highly inflamed him, when he found 
himielf 10 deierted by his tributarici and homagers, who could un- 
concernedly look on, while he perhaps was fubdued by a rebellious 
nation, (who mull for many years, ever fince the days of Sennache- 
rib, have been at greater! enmity. with AJJyria,) though at the hazard 
of their own welfare, feeing they might feel the blow that dagger- 
ed his kingdom. Upon the confideration therefore that they 
would not alHH kirn, though to prcferve even themfclve.% he rcfolvea 
to execute fuch vengeance, as iuch ingratitude, as he might call it, 
and llupidity would well defer ve. The vulgate, • according to St. 
Jerom, takes off from this by prcfenting Nubuchadonojor victori- 
ous over the AJed.s, before he called in the nations mentioned, but 
why he ihouid call them in when hi.i woik was done, or how they 
fhould have dilbbeyed him, when he had lb lately given fo extraor- 
dinary an inltance of his might and power, is more than we can con- 
ceive. The Greet: vcrfion and our own is doubtlcfs here to be pre- 
ferred, though both, in other re I pert:, very faulty. 

. 1 \ \ /. 1 . 1 . IO*. 
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lions. He then crofled the Euphrates, and pa/Ted through Me- 
fopotamia y and deftroyed all the high cities upon the river Ar- 
bonai quite to the fea : He took the borders of Cilicia, killed 
all that refifted him, and came to the borders of Japheth, 
fouthward, oppofite to Arabia ; and falling upon the children 
of Madian (W), he burnt their tents, and threw down their 
fheep-cotes. From hence he went to the plain of Damafcus^ 
where he arrived at the time of wheat-harveft, burnt up all 
their fields, deftroyed their flocks and herds, ranfacked and de- 
moliftied theircities, quite laid the whole country wafte, and flew 
all their young men with the edge of the fword ; which ftruck 
fuch a terror into all the fea-coafts, that Tyre, Sidon, A%otus 9 
Afcalon, and others, trembled, -and fued for mercy ; fending, 
in all hafte, ambafladors to him to treat of peace, who, prof- 
trating themfelves before him, acknowledged thcmfelves the 
fervants. of the mighty Nebuchadonofor , his mafter, and 
made a molt humble tender of all that in the world belonged 
to them, to be difpofed of by him, as to him Ihould feem 
beft b. 

Upon this, Holofernes drew down towards the fea-coaft, 
where he filled the chief cities with garifons of his own, whence 
he, at the fame time, picked out the choiceft men to fupply 
the place of fuch as, he thus detached from his army ; and all 
this tyranny he exercifed amidft the joyful acclamations of all 
the people he thus enthralled, who every where received the 
Affyrian general and his army with garlands, and dances, and 
the found of timbrels ; but this welcome could no where lave 
their frontiers, their groves, or their gods ; Holofernes having 
determined to demolifh the former, and to deftroy all the 
gods of the land wherefoever he mould come, that ail na- 
tions might worfhip Nebuchadonofor only, and all tongues 
and tribes call upon him, and upon him only, as god (X). 
And having, without oppofition, wrought his pleafurc in 
thefe parts, he moved off towards the plain of Efdraelon, and 

b Ibid. & c, iii, 

(W) We forbear to enquire into the particular fitc of thefe na- 
tions ; fuch of them as we can fix will be found in the proper map:,, 

(X) He here fecms to have aflumcd beyond any of hi.; prede- 
ceflors. This may ferve as an inftance, that tiie djfu'ianf abolifhcd 
the religion of the countries where ever they came, to introduce 
the worlhip of their own princes, dead or living ; to keep the na- 
tions the more in awe, and the more to exalt the majefly of (heir 
own kingdom. This may be added to \vh.»t we have already oh- 
ferve d of the fame kind on leveral paila^eii of the hiliory and piac- 
tice of this people. 
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advancing towards Judaa, he encamped between Geba an4 
Scythopolisy where he halted a whole month for the rendez- 
vous of his baggage and (battered parts of his array c . 

In this fxtuation he redoubled the alarm he had before giverj 
to the inhabitants oijudaa^ who thereupon took what mea- 
fures they could to obftruit his palTage and defend themfelves, 
Holofernes indeed intended to deal by them as he had dealt 
by others, and, we may be fure, was highly exafperated, 
when he heard the Jews were refolved upon an obftinate re- 
fiftance. The news and confirmation of this ftirred him up 
to anger : and convening the chiefs of Ammon y M$ah y and 
the fea-coaft, he required them to inform him concerning the 
people who thus pretended to withftand his progrefs 5 and 
how it was, that they alone, of all the people of the weft, 
fhould prefume to Hand out againft the Affyrian power ? to 
which he was anfwered, by the chief of the fons of Ammon % 
Achior by name, who reciting to him the hiftory of the yews 
from A bra b am 1 upon the whole aflured bim, that if they 
were in favour with God, it would be in vain for him to think 
of fubduingthem ; and that it would, in that cafe, be dan- 
gerous for him to hazard his honour againft them ; but that 
i! indeed they had finned, they might be as eafily reduced as 
any other nation. This diffident and ambiguous counfel was 
not only difpleafing to Holofernes^ but raifed a tumult among 
the chiefs of P hay nice and Moab who -were prefcnt, and who 
would have perfuaded him to put Achior to death for his in- 
folencc, vaunting againft the children of Ifrael^ and fetting 
them at nought a . 

When the tumult was ceafed Holofernes called out to 
Achior, and treated him as a wretch, who had on fet purpofe 
propheiied againft him, and blafpeming againft God, fpoke 
of NabuchadoMofor as above him ; he then ordered him out 
of his prefence, dooming him to death with the Jezvs, whom 
he intended fhurtly to cut off. Hereupon he ordered his 
ki wmis to^u.ud him to a flrong place belonging to the 
yVvr, that he might there wait till his appointed hour war: 
c-inv. Bcthuliii was the place named, and thither he was 
vri onlimdv carried ; and heinir not into the citv, he in- 
formed them of whatever he knew in lelation to Holofernes 
and his dof/jms 

» ? 

a v Th I- next dav Holofernes ordered, that a motion fhould 

Ji'inuhi m irenerJ he made to invcll Dethulin ; the vail multitude 

obeved, and eiuramped upon a wide extent of ground from 
Dtthti}": to llclmdun, and from Bctbul'ni to Cyamon^ over- 

1 Ibid. c - ibid. c. b . v. ibid. c. vi. 

againft 
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jjgunft EJdraehn; The day after this, Holof ernes > at the head 
pf all his horfemen, and in the fight of alj .the people of 
Betbulia* took a view of the parages tp the city, and feeing 
upon and fetting a guard pver their fprings of water, returned 
again to the grots of his army. Upon bis return, the chiefs 
of the Edomites advifed him not to think of aflaulting the be- 
fieged, becaufe of their fituation, but rather to keep thp 
waters tjiat fupplied the city under a ftrong guard, and fo de-. 
ftroy the people by thirft, while he lat quietly in his eamp ? , 
and faved himfelf and army thje trouble of putting thofe to 
death, who muft of neceffity die for >vant of watery and fo 
be fufficiendy avenged on them for their rebellious behaviour. 
Holof ernes approved the advice, and ordered the ncceflary 
difpolitions to put it effectually in execution f . 

Having continued in this inactive flat e about 34 days f 
and waiting the miferable end of the befieged, who, for want 
of water, were indeed ready to expire ; word was brought 
him of a beautiful and comely woman from Bethulia, who Judith, 
was without his tent. He was then repofing himfelf under a 
rich canopy of purpje, gold, emeralds, and other precious 
ftones, and hearing of Judith^ that was the woman's name, 
he went out to fee her in great ftate, with filver lamps carrie4 
before him. 'Judith fell proftrate on her face before him, 3nd 
being taken up from the ground, he fpoke kindly to her, defined 
her to fear nothing, and aflured her he never did harm to 
thofe who were willing to ferve his great mafter Nabucha- 
4onofor ; and more to the fame purpofe, relating to herfelf 
and the people {he came from. In the end, me told him an 
artful ftory to encourage him in his hopes againft the people 
of Bcthulia ; with her words me deceived him, and with her 
beauty flip enfnared his heart. For four days he left her mif- 
trcis of herfelf, unattempted and unconfined, though her 
actions and behaviour were entirely calculated to deprive him 
of life. At the end of this term Jie could refrain no longer, 
but ordered his chief eunuch, Bcigoas^ to perfuade her to 
Ills bed ; which fhe difiernbling a readinefs to comply with, 
f loloferncs gave himfelf up to an excels of wine, and bcin.5 
left alone 'vith her, (he took her opportunity in the dead of 
night, and fevered his head from his body, with his own 
fvvord, and carried it off wiih her to the beiiegcd u (Y). 

* T * 

I n e 

* Ibid. c. vi. vii. E Ibid, c. viii, \x, x, xi, Sec, 



(V) This ftory may meet with very little credit, and indeed we 
are very apt to think it is not true ; and thi* may derive fucli a 

bicmifh 
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The Adrians* ignorant of what had been tranfa&ed hi 
the recefles of their general's tent that night, and perceiving 
the befien;ed in motion the next morning, as if they intend*, 
ed an affault, fent notice of it to Holofernes^ who was found 
headlefs in his tent, to the unfpeakable furprize of all that 
beheld or heard it. At this the AJfyrians loft all courage, 
and, feized with a p&nic, betook them to the moft precipi- 
tate flight, as if in the tragical end of their general they fare- 
few their own. They left all their treafure and baggage 

blemilh on the whole book, as to make fome doubt of the fincerity 
of any thing elfe faid in it ; nor fhould we be very ready to 
add much faith to any part of it, were it not fo direttly confirmed 
%o us by Herodotus, and fo fufficiently by Qejtas and ail his followers, 
as we have obferved in fome parallel places. The heroine herfelf, 
Judith, may be a fictitious character, calculated more for example 
than any thing elfe, and vifibly meant to inculcate into U9 an heroic 
love of our country, and readinefs to facrifice ourfelves in its de- 
fence ; or it may have been meant fome how or other as a compli- 
ment to the Jews, by rcprefenting them to have had the honour 
of a fhare in pulling down the proud towers of Nineveh. Whatever 
may hav- been intended by what is told of Judith herfelf, the fub- 
ftance of tne book in other refpe&s is undoubtedly true, as may be 
made to appear, not only by the concurrence of the authors we 
have mentioned, but alfo by the time it was wrote in, which it is 
perfectly confident with. One of the greateft difficulties to be fur- 
mounted in the vindicating of this Apocryphal book, is, that through- 
out the whole, there is no mention made of a king in the land ; 
iv hereupon Pridcattx ( 14 ) obferves, that if we could put this hilte- 
ry fo far back as the minority of Manajfeh, it would be a moft im- 
portant point gained ; for that then there would be reafon enough 
not to mention the minor king ; but only the chief minifter and 
guardian of the kingdom in the tranfacling of the whole affair. 
To put thi^ hitenry fo far back as he would have it, he confefles 
impoflible ; but we have proved, that if the years of the reign of 
li/Jatiafleb and his Ion Amor: are right, and if Ptolemy* $ canon is to 
be depended on, this ilory may Hand mofl naturally in tiie firfl. 
year* ofjo/iiw, who was a minor of but eight years of age ; fo that, 
according to him, it is no wonder, there is no mention made of fo 
* rry young :i king chioughout this whole book of Judith. Thole 
v. ho woulu k now nioic of this may confult the fame learned author, 
\ ho has profefll'dly treated on ihU fubjedt ( 1 5 , which is fome- 
what forei;»n to oui ddi< v n, and would bciidc^ draw us into too 
«' reat a k'n/th. 

' 14J Cxni.:t\:. of the Old ii,:d Neiv'ffjt. Hoof: i.patti.p. 41. 

i ':. ( I ill J. 
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* 

behind them, and tvere purfued with a great daughter to 
Chobai K 

Thus eroded this infolent expedition ; but whether exactly 
a f ter this manner or any other we have not to fay i but that 
it was unfortunate, and highly fo, may appear by what in a 
few years after followed, meaning no lefs than the fall 
of the Ajfyrian empire. What farther relates to this emperor 
we are at a lofs to know, except that we are told he was 
fucceeded by a king called 

Sarac (Z), who committing his forces in Chaldea to Na- 
bopallafar *, he rebelled againft him, and feized on the king- 
dom of Babylon for himfelf (AJ, and in that kingdom there- 
fore 

■ 

h Ibid. c. xv. 'PoLYHisT.apud Syncell. Chron. p. 210. 
(Z) This name may have been contracted from Sarehedon, aa 

this was from AJferhadon, Afferhadon-pnl \ or Sardanapalus (l 6). 

Here we feemingly fee then, whence we are to derive the twa 
Sardanapalus 1 s in prophane authors (17), and particularly thofe in 
Suidas (18), diflinguiflied, the one as a warrior, the other as an 
effeminate creature (19). The great AJferhadon^ 20) was the for- 
mer, and this king, who according to our fuppofaion mult have 
been the fecond of the name, was the latter. 

(A) This Nabopallafar was confefTedly an Ajfyrian by his name, 
which muft have been derived from Nebopul-ajfur ; this fufneiently 
declares the nation he was of, and it is confirmed by Polyhiftor (21), 
who calls him, upon what authority we cannot conceive, Sar- 
danapalus. So that according to this there mull have been two 
Sardanapalus" 's exifting together, the one rifing into profperity, the 
other falling into the pit of adverfity. From fome fuch notion it 
muft have been, that we read alfo of another city of Nineveh, to 
which the unfortunate Sardanapalus fent in his diftrefs (22). But 
he was then actually blocked up «n his capital, by the united force 
of the Medes and Babylonians, and this man, according to our hiflo- 
rian ( 23 ), was the Babylonian that actually joined with the Medes 
to deftroy Nine-veh ; fo that there is no manner of congruity in the 
two facts as related. The apparent truth of this man's accefllou 
to the throne of Babylon feems to have been this ; as he was confef 
fedly an Ajfyrian, he may have laid claim to the throne of Baby fat 
in right of fucceifion, as of the younger branch of the Ajfyrian* 

(16 s ) Sir If. Newt. Chron. of Ant. King J. amend, p. 293. See be- 
fore in the notes, p.zox. (17) See before in the notes \ p. 180, 
181. ( i£) AJ 'vacemXiXfouvxTrccXos. (iq) Set before in the not a \ 
ibid, ( zo ) See before, p. 201. ( z 1 ) vlpud Syncell. Chronogr. 

f>, 210. (,22 ).See btfote in the notes, p. 1S3. ( 2 3} Alexaml. 
Polyhiit apuJ Syncell. ubi fup. 

defcetnJcd 
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hare been the immediate 



i tile canon 
Medis and 



6t Ptolemy. The two revolted kingdoms or tne 
Babylonians Cbflfpired together agaihft the emperor at Nine* 
veh 9 entered into alliances with each other, Nabofallafar par- 
ticularly fending to Aftyfges the Afede, to demand his daugh- 
ter, Arhyite or Atoite, in marriage for his fon Nebuchadnez- 
zar k (C)< The families thus united make war upon Sarac, 

Who, 

* Idem, apud eund. ibidi 

defended from the great Nabonajar, who feems to haVe had the 
kingdom of Baby/on allotted to him by his father, or grandfather, 
Pid, the firft Affyrian Conqueror, while he left Ajfyri* to his eldeft: 
fon.' He may, "it is likely, have made this claim; and the feemingly 
Unfortunate end of the reign of Chyniladan (24.) may, Upon the 
death of that emperor, and the unfetcled Hate he mud have left 
things in, have tempted him to feize on Babylon immediately for 
Himfelf, and in his own right ; which, it is probable, he had never 
dared to-attempt before. Hence it muft feemingly have been, that 
we have no mention of Sarac, or whatever elfe he may have been 

called, in Ptolemy* canon. 

(B) The note above makes this fumcicntly appear, and what we 
Have there already faid feems to have been really the cafe. The 
Medes were at open war with the AJfyrians ( 2 5 ) , the reft of the 
nations were partly ready to fhake off the yoke which had been re • 
impofed on them by Chyniladan (26), if they did not really fhake it 
off upon the defeat of his army under Holofernes (27) ; and partly 
in an a&ual ftate of independence, having fhaken off the yoke even 
in the days of Afferhadon, and perhaps before (28) ; and this feizure 
on Babylon, mutt have been fuch a blow to the AJfyrian monarchy 
as it never after could recover ; and when the two potent and en- 
terprising kings of the Medes and of the Babylonians came to unite 
their forces together, it is no wonder the AJfyrian, who was defer ted 
on all hands, could not long withftand fuch a conjunction, and im- 
mediately began to dwindle till he became quite extinct, and after- 
wards obliterated. 

■(C) Here we fee the new prince of Babylon making the molt ef* 
ft.'flual court to the king of the Medes, and contracting chc moll in 
titnate of alliances with him for theif mutual fupport. Thefe two 
are then the Bale/is and Arbaces of Cttjias (29) under different 
names ; but more rationally employed towards the fubverfion of the 
Jjfirian empire. We fee th«m here contracting with each other ai. 
Gonfidcrable princes, who coald no longer brook iubjeclion, and 



"(.-.}) See bef;ri\ p, 2! 5. (aOHerodot. I r ■ IO -\ ( - zh t 
Ser b rjtH f. [>' :'H. ( 7 ) H' ' * — 1 1 • ..-Sj isYr I. 
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who, dreading the calamities ready to befal him, waited not 
for the event, but burnt his palace, and himfelf therewith l > 
and may, it is- likely, have been ttit Sardanapalus talked of by 
prophane hSftorians (D): Thus fell the empire of Ajfyria, or 

lit 

1 Idem, ibid. 

not two obfeure revolters add confpirators, fecretly combining to- 
gether a t, Ninrveb. It is to our purpofe, that Polybiftor (30) calls 
tills Baby Ionian Nabapalla/ar , the father of Nebuchadnezzar, or Ne~ 

bucbadonofir, the firft Babylonian monarch that makes his appear* 
ance in •fcriptnre^ ; and thereby fo quadrates therewith, throughout 
the whole fy&em df xhtAJ/jrimn and Babylonian hifiory, as there 
recorded, .as .to fettle the rife of the Babylonian empire, and the 
fall, nt&ly, , of the A/fyrian, beyond any poffibility of difpute ; 
nor c*n Ctefiaft^Belefis fox) have been any other than this Nabopal* 
lafar, and the rather as Polybifiar fays, he was no more than 
governor o£ JCbald^a or Babylon, . whi le he calls Aftyages the Mtde 9 
his friend, tbr fatrapa or lord of Media, and thereby makes the di- 
ftindUon <>f fupcnbr ity between them, which Ctefiax afierts ; fo that, 
in thejnain, Qefiax may be.faid to agree with this author, and to 
have had his acco tints imperfcclly delivered to him, if he did noc 
indeed make it his choice to embellifh this part of Jus JJJyrian halo- 
iy, as well as the tdt, with the glaring. tinfel of romance. 

(D) He dreaded perhaps the fury of fuch implacable enemies as 
thefe may haive been, and particularly of Cyaxares, the fon of Phra- 
prtis {3 3), who was determined to avenge the death of his father 
(34;) Pbratrtex, who muft have been: the fame with the- Aftyages of 

Polybiftor (35), and the Arpbaxad of the Apocrypha (36) ; or per* 

haps tbeexcefs of his pride was fuch, that he could not bear the 
thoughts of captivation or deprivation^ but chofe rather to under- 
go the moft: cruel of death*, even horning itfelf. It is obferved 
(37) to be very :cactraordinary, that fo many have voluntarily under- 
gone thkmoftexquifite torment, when they had it in their choica 
to put . an end to life fo many other ways. In the cafe of thofe 
who have burned themfelves merely to put an end to their days, 
without arty fort of conftraint, after the manner of the Indian t, re- 
ligion or fuperltkion may be urged in their behalf, than which no- 
thing ha9 a more powerful efFcdr. upon the minds and tempers of 
men. But in the cafe of Sardanapalus and others, who may have 
dreaded a fevere conftraint of per fon, or a difaltrous Iofs of life by 
the hand of a remorfelefs enemy, it is no fuch great wonder, that 
they fhould take the molt effectual way to deftroy both themfelves 
and what belonged to them, that the enemy might not quench the 

(, To) Jpiul Syncell. ubi /up. (-\\) See before, ubi /up. ( ] 2 ) 
A pud Synccll, ubi /up. {\-\) FIcrodot. / /. c. io 4 «. f. 3 f) Idem, 
ih'uL slpiid 'Syiitell. ubi /up. (36 Judith, c . i. ttr. c. 

(37) If. Caiaub. /*// nut. u.l A:hen. /. 1: > ~. 
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in fomc fuch manner, (E) and the Medes and Babylonians 

third of his rage with their blood, or inrich himfelf with their 
fpoils. The motive to this, in thofs that have fuffe red it, maybe 
afcribed to the higheft fort of revenge; it being the only method 
they could take to difappoint the enemy, and make him, what he 
might call, a fufferer even by their deftru&ion. 

(E) We have made it our bufinefs in feveral preceding notes in 
this fettion, and in fome at the latrer end of the former, to mew, 
that there are two Sardanapulus y % in the prophane writers, and that 
thefe two can have been no other than the great AJferbadon and this 
lalt king of AJfyric* t 38), who may have been the fecond of the 
name, as the contraction of his name, which is all we have of it, 
feems to imply. The prophane accounts, as we have feen, reprefent 
the one to have been a great and magnificent prince, and to have 
built even two cities in one day, as Tar/us and Ancbiale, and to have 
died peaceably and quietly in his bed (39) ; the other a fluggard, 
who perifhed in the flames that confumed his palace, his fervants, 
and his rjeafures (40 ). The former then muft have been the great 
AJferbadon y or Sardon pui y of fcripture, and the latter muft have 
been this obfeure prince Sarac, Sartbtdan, or Sardon-ful ; for that the 
empire did not fall under the former is moft evident, and that it fell 
under the latter is Hmoft as plain, by the obfeurity of what is related 
concerning him. For by Herodotus (41) it is clear, it had dwindled a- 
away apace after the death of the great AJferbadon, and languifhed 
greatly under the inactive reign of Saofducbinus, who gave the turbu- 
lent Udesixi opportunity of recoil eft ing that ftrength, that may have 
been impaired by the fuccefles of his fortunate predeceflbr, who was 
certainly the greateft of all the AJfyrian monarchs ; infomuch that 
Cbyni/adan, who fucceeded Saqfducbinus, with all his refolution and 
valour had much ado to curb them (42) ; but he dying under fome 
misfortunes, as mould feem by his hiilory, and his fuccefTor Sarac 
perhaps proving to be an effeminate and flothful man, the AJfyrian 
throne funk Hill' deeper than it had ever been, and thofe who had 
profefled obedience to it hitherto began to defert it, and to con- 
fpire again/l it ; and being under this cloud, and juft on the verge 
of difappearing forever, it is no wonder, we have no certain notice 
of what particularly befel it at its final difTolution ; and the rather, 
as all the'e parts were at the fame time difturbed by a violent ir. 
ru prion of the Scy titans, who kept things in fufpencc, or rather in 
fubjuction to them for the fpace of 28 years, during which time the 
AJfyrian at Nineveh mult have grown lefs and lefs confiderahle, and 
but g.tfped till the fatal blow was given. Hence it is, that we 
know lo little of Urac, the laft king of Ninevtb, and the exatt 
time of the fall of this empire. 

(3 s ) olefin p. 2 1 5 , note (Z). (39) Athen. Deipnof. L 

11. p. C2q. (40 ) See before, p. 184. (41)/. r. c. 102. (42) 
(4-) See brfare t p. 208. 

triumphed 
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triumphed over its ruins (Fj, purfuant to the prophets (Gj : 
. . . . fVoto the Aflyrian, the rod of mine anger . . . . / will 

puntjb 

(F) After this manner it certainly came to deftruclion ; for befides 
what Ctefias (4^;) writes, and Polybifior (44), even Herodotus (45J 
intimates, that it was fubverted by the Medes and Babylonians ; by 
faying, that the Medes conquered all AJfyria, excepting a part of 
the province of Babylonia, JtVhereby he feems to underftand, that 
the Babylonian was a dependant on the Mede, though he did not 
deferve the honour of being accounted his ally and confederate, as 
if the Mede would have been powerful enough of himfelf, without 
fuch affiftanceas the Babylonian cv.ld afford him. In this he tacit- 
ly agrees b Jth with Ctefias and Polybifior ; for the former reprefents 
the Babylonian rather as a client, than an afliftant, to the Mede (46 ) ; 
and the latter tell us, the Babylonian had no fooner feized on his 
portion than he applieJ to the Mede for protection, and, to fee u re 
himfeif and defendants in his new poflefBons, fued to him for a 
marriage between the families ( 47) ; and that there was this differ- 
ence of rank between them, may be pretty clearly underftood by 
a prophecy in Ifaiah, which we&all not fail to take notice of pre- 
fently. Upon the whole, though Ctejias is to be condemned for 
having made a romance of the dffyrian affairs, and for the many 
inconfiftencies and falfhoods he has heaped together concerning the 
fame, it appears th**: he had ibme fort of information concerning 
the fall of this monarchy. We have already feen fome pafTages in 
him parallel with others in the book of Judith, as forerunning the 
fubverfion of this empire (48) ; but then he has mifapplied his facts 
to Cbyniladan y or Nabuchadonofor, the laft king but one, and not to 
Sarac, or Sardanapalus , the laft king of all. 

(G) The ex?£t time of this great event may perhaps be fettled 
pretty nearly. If Chyniladan, or Nabucbadonefbr, died in the fixth 
year of Jofiab, as vve have as good as proved (49), it mult follow, 
that the fame Jofiab, being flain by Pharaoh Necho, king of Egypt, 
when there was a king of AJfyria ftill in being (50), that kingdom 
continued many years after the death of Chyniladan ; for Jofiah 
reigned 31 years f$i) f the laft of which may coincide with the 
fourth year of NabocolaJ/arur, or Nebuchadnezzar, fo that his father 
Nabopallafarus, who immediately feized upon the kingdom of Ba- 
bylon, upon the deceafe of Chyniladan, or Nabuchadonofor, did not 
live to fee the deltruction of Nineveh, which may have ilood fome 
years after his death Now that it came to pafs, that Nine-veh ftood 
fo long after the combination of the Medes and BabyloniaJis againlt 
it, was owing to a ftop put to their defigns, by an irruption of the 



(43)7/;/V/. p. 1 86. (4-! ) Apud. Syncell. ubi /"up. (.\^)l''H 
fup. (46) See before, p. 1 So. yfpitd. Syncell. Chratmyj'. 

p zio. (48) See before hi the notes, p. -«">.). ■ .ft; » Ibid p. 

note (Q^). 15^) See l\l II. p. 47. (S 1 ^ before, />. 
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punijh the fruit of the Jiout heart of the king of Aflyria, and 
the glory of his high looks. For he faith. By the ftrengtl). of 
my hand I have done it, and by my wijdom, for I am prudent : 
and I have removed the bounds of the people, and robbed their 
treajures, and I have put down the inhabitants like a valiant 
man. And my hand hath found as a nejl the riches of the peo- 
ple : and as one gather eth eggs that are left, have I gathered 
all the earth, and there was none that moved the wing, or open- 
ed the mouth , or peeped. Shall the ax boajl itfelf againji him 
that hew eth therewith ? or fball the Jaw magnify itfelf againji 
him that fiaketh it? as if the rod Jhould Jhake itfelf againji 
th^n that lift it up, or as if the Ji a jf Jhould lift up itfelf as if 
it were no wood. Therefore Jhall the Lord, the Lord of Hofls, 
f :d among his fat $nes leannefs, and under his glory he Jhall 
ki.'J'u a burning like the burning of afire (H ). And the light 
of ifrael Jhall be for a fire, and his holy One for a flame : and 
it jhall burn and devour his thorns and his briers in one day % 
and jhall con f tone the glory of his forejl, and of his fruitful 
field, both foul and body ; and they Jhall be as when a Jlandard- 
bearer faint eth. And the ?-eJl of the trees of his forejl Jhall be 
few, that a child may write them m . . . . / will break the Af- 

m Iiai.x. 5— —20. 

Scythians ($z) 9 who can have been no other than the Ba&riems 
mentioned before ( 5 to have come upon the Medes and Babyloni- 
ans, while they were befteging that city. Thefe Scythians held do- 
minion over AJia, as it is called, (54) For the fpace of 28 years; 
during which the confederates were fo far from being able to adl 
againit the king of AJfyria, that they mud have been under con- 
fiderable conftraint and tribute, as well as the other kings and prin- 
ces in thefe parts. The Scythians then were lords in thefe parts about 
fix or feven years after the death of Nabopallajarus, and the work 
of deuroying the kingdom of AJfyria could not be completed till 
the Scythians had been driven out of this part of AJia, which happen- 
ed at the expiration of the term of 28 years above-mentioned. 
They then proceeded againit. Nineveh, and deltroyed it about the 
beginning of the reign of Jebotakim* king of Judah ; but whether 
in the fecond, third, or fourth year of hi.; reign, we fhall leave the 
render to determine ; but it is certain, to a fuflieicnt demonftration, 
that in one of thofe years Nineveh fubmittcd to fate. 

(II) There may be thole who may imagine thefe words to be pre- 
dictive of the manner of Sat danapalus** death, as related by pro- 
phane author. (55). 

(;z) IlWodot./. /. r. m-. (-^ p lgj (J,) Vu j. Ic 
r ( n. u i . ;// / tup . 5, 5 ; r la f^re .p. 1 0 j . 
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fyrian in my land, and upon my mountains tread him Under foot • 
then Jhall bis yoke depart from off them, and his burden depart 

from off their Jhoulders n Through the voice of the. 

Lord Jhall the Afiyrian be beaten down which fmote with a rod 
... Then Jhall the. AfTyrian fall with the fword, not of a 
mighty man ; and the fword not of a mean man Jhall devour 
him (I) : but he Jhall fee from the fword, and his young men 
Jhall be di f comfit ed. And he Jhall pafs over to his Jlrong hold 
for fear (K), and his princes Jhall be afraid of the enfign, faith 
the Lord, whofe fire is in Zion, and his furnace in Jerufalem 
. . . Behold the Afiyrian was a cedar in Lebanon, with fair 
branches^ and a Jhad owing Jhroud, and of an high filature 9 
and his top was amsng the thick boughs. The waters made him 
great, the deep fet him up on high with her rivers running 
round about his plants, and fent out her little rivers unto all the 
trees of the fiefd. Therefore his height was exalted above all 
the trees of the field, and his boughs were multiplied, and his 
branches became long becaufe of the multitude of his waters, 

° Idem, xiv. 25. 0 Idem, xxx. 31. p Idem, xxxi 8, 9. 

(I) Thefe two, the one not a mighty man^ the other not a mean 
man, Teem plainly to allude to the mighty Mede, and the dependent 
Babylonian^ as we have diftinguifhed them a note or two above ; fo 
that this prophecy feeras very naturally applicable to the two men 
that deftroyed the kingdom of AJfjiria, as they are reprefented by 
the bulk of authors. 

(K) We cannot help doing Qefias the juftice of obferving, That 

this flight from the pwor4> this difcomfiture of the young men, and 
this retreat to the ftrong bold for fear % feem exactly to quadrate with 
the circumftances he relates concerning the latter end of Sardana- 
$altts{$6). The flight for fear may allude to his flight when fur- 
prifed in his camp (57^ ; the difcomfiture of his young men, to the 
flaughter of his army under Salemenus (58) ; and his fajjing over to 
his ftrong hold, to his beuking himfclf to his city of Nineveh C59)* 
We leave this matter to the reader's fancy or determination, and 
have taken notice of it chiefly to (hew, that it h not from any pre- 
judice conceived particularly againft Qefias, that we have laboured 
fo much againlt him, or becaufe we are fond of ere&ing or fultain- 
ing an hypothecs ; and thatwefliould have been .is ready to have 
followed him as any other, could we fiifely have done it. In a word, 
he meant no AJfyrian monarchy but thac in fcripture, which was 
cither ftrangely diitorted for him, or he mull, iludioufly and moil 
unpardonably, have difguifed it himfclf. 

fVO See before, Ibid, {cj) See before, p.iZz. (^) Ibid. 

(59) WJ- 

■it- 1: t n 
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when he Jhot forth. All the fowls of heaven made their rtefis in 
his boughs, and under his branches did all the beajl s of the field 
bring forth their young ; and under his Jhadow dwelt all great 
nations. Thus was he fair in his greatnefs, in the length of his 
branches; for his root was by great waters. The cedars in the 
garden of God could not hide him : the fir-trees were not like 
his boughs i and the chefnut-trees were not like his branches ; 
not any tree in the garden of God was like unto him in his beau- 
ty. I have made him fair by the multitude of his branches : fo 
that the trees of Eden, that were in the garden of God, envied 
him. Therefore thus faith the Lord God, Becaufe thou haji 
lifted up thyjelf in height , and he hath Jhot up his top among the 
thick boughs , and his heart is lifted up in his height ; / have 
delivered him into the hand of the mighty one of the heathen ; 
he Jhall fiurely deal with him, I have driven him out for his 
wickednefs. And Jl -rangers , the terrible of the nations , have 
cut him off, and have left him ; upon the Mountains and in all 
the vallies his branches are fallen, and his boughs are broken by 
all the rivers of the land, and all the people of the earth are gone 
down from his Jhadow, and have left him. Upon his ruin Jhall 
ell the Jowls of the heaven remain, and all the beajfs of the 
field fn all be upon his branches. To the end that none of all the 
trees by the waters exalt themfelves for their height, neither Jhoot 
up their top among the thick boughs, neither their trees /land up 
in their height, all that drink water : for they are all delivered 
up to death, to the nether parts of the earth in the midjl of the 
children of men, with them that go down to the pit. Thus faith 
the Lord God, in the day when he went down to the grave, I 
caujed a mourning, I covered the deep for him, and I reflrained 
the foods thereof, and the great waters were flayed; and I caufed 
Lebanon to mourn for him, and all the trees of the field fainted 
for him. I made the nations to Jhake at the found of his fall, 
when I caft him down to hell with them that defend into the pit : 
and all the trees of Eden, the choice and befl of Lebanon, all 
that drink 'water JJjall be comforted in the nether parts of the 
earth. They a/fo went down into hell with him unto them that 
be Jlain with the Jword, and they that were his arm, that 

dwelt under his JJ:jdow in the midft of the heathen 1 

Thy Jhrpherds f umber, 0 king of Aflyria, thy nobles fl) all dwell 
in the duft. thy people is fcattered upon the mountains, and no 
man gather etb them. There is no healing of thy bruije : thy 
wound is grievous : all that hear the bruit of thee, Jlmll clap 

41 Kzck. xxxi. 3, 1 7. 

the 
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the hands over thee , for upon whom hath not thy vuickednefs pajl 
continually 1 ? Such was the great empire of AJfyria* fuch 
her glory, as to be accounted, even by God himfelf, the firft 
and fupreme of nations, and fuch her fearful fall ; nor is all 
this meant of any other than the monarchy founded by Pul* 
who fixft began to afflict Ifrael, and Judah* and the neigh- 
bouring nations ; and whofe fucceflbrs were the firft that at- 
tempted to extinguilh the great nations on this fide of the 
Euphrates* who extended their dominion over all lands, and 
who. fell to nought in theperfon of Sarac, AJferhaddon II. or 
Sardanapalus f ; fo that AJfyria being expunged from the book 
of nations, and her records long fince no more ; falfliood has 
been invented and propagated to preferveher the honour, which 
truth wa^ deprived of being able to pay her, and concerning 
which we fhould have had next to nothing of genuine to re- 
late, but for the plain affiftanceof fcripture and the moftine- 
itimable concurrence of Ptolemy 9 s JJlronomical Canon. 
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The Hijlory of the Babylonians. 



SECT. I. 

The Defcription cf the Country (?/Baby lon, or 

CHALDiEA. 

WE have already done confiderably towards the geo- 
graphy of this kingdom, and particularly with re- 
gard to the times immediately fucceffive to the de- 
luge c . Its moft antient name was Shinaar y Sennaar^ Senjdr^ Namrs. 
Singara^ and the like u , but whether or no it extended to 
what has been fince known more peculiarly for the dominions of 
Babylon* we have already declared we know not w , nor is it 
poflible to gather it to any great degree of fa refaction, though 
there is fome reafon to think it did, becaufe it is ufed to dc- 

r Nahum. iii. 18, in. r Sec before in the notes, p. 216. 
c See particularly Vol. I. p. 271 . note, (?) and p. 314, 31^, in 
(he notes. « See Vol. f. p. 3i3,&fcq. w Sec bcibre, in the 
f J»ccs of the two foregoing citations. 
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«dtc this whole kingdom, when in the meridian of empire *. 
Babylon is a name uraverfally fuppofed t<x. have been borrow- 
jed .from .that of the tower and city of Babel ; and Chaldaa 

Jrom the Chaldaans, or Cbafdim *. 

These two laft names fome times extend themfelves over 
the whole territory* being indifferently ufurped for each 
other; but are fometimea limited to certain parts of it, Ba- 
bylon being ufed for the parts between the rivers Tigris and 
Euphrates, and the country more immediately in the neigh- 
bourhood of the city it/elf of Babylon ; and Chaldtea for the 
parts more immediately conterminous with Arabia, and 
.ftretching fouth-eaftward to the fhore of the Ptrjian gulf. 
Thefe two great names were alfo uled- ixt diftindion of each 
other upon anotheraccount, not faimucb to bur prefent pur- 
.pofe ; finally, they were both fometimea fwallowed up by that 

of Aflyrial. . 

Divifons. By this means this kingdom came to.be divided into two 

principal parts, together, it is likely, making up a coniider- 
able extent, and including a very gfeat portion of Mcfopota- 
mia, and a good arid* valuable tra£l of what may be, properly 
enough, called Arabia ; whence it may be diftinguifhed into 
the ATefopotamian and the drabidn, 
Extent w.- How far this country extended northward is paft our de- 
certam* t termination, but for its limits weftward, fputhward, aftcreaft- 

ward, we cannot be very much at a lofs^. feeing it was- to the 
Situation eaftward bounded by the Tigris, which divided it from AJfyria x 
and boun- to the fouthward by the conflux of the two rivers and the 
darits. Perfian gulph, and to the weftward by the Defert Arabia ; 

to the northward it muft have been bounded by fome part 
of Mcfopotamia,. but by what part of it we fhall • never be 
able to tell, till we know how far they incroached upon each 
other, and were conildered as diftin<3 countries. Hence it is 
fometimes a practice with geographers to treat of Babylonia and 
JUtjbpotawia at the fame time, arid once for all z , as being 
properly one and the fame country. , 

"This ample region may very naturally fu it with the maje- 
fly of the Babylonian kings ; but the name muft certainly have 
prevailed, in anticnt days, beyond iu proper limits (L) j and 

that 



* Dan. j. z. * Sec Vol. I. p. 361. y St r. a bo, I. 16. p. 
; 56. He Ron <»t. &c. Ac. Sec. * Vid. Cellar. Notit. Orb. 
Antiq. Vol. II. c. i6. p. 4 £ 1. 

< L) The limits of the Babylonian empire were much the fame 
with tliofe of the Jjjyrian empire after the revolt of the AJedes* agd 

2 hence 
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that it did not become even more univerfal, muft have been 
owing to its being fecond to the AJfyrian^ which had rooted 
itfelf firmly over all the kingdoms about, and for which the 
Babylonians muft have had too much veneration to attempt to 
change it, feeing it may have been by them deemed their 
greateft glory, that they were of AJfyrian origin themfelves, 
as will be feen hereafter. But it is certain that the proper Ba~ 
bylon* in later times, was confined to the very fouthermoft parts 
of Mefopotamia, which our maps fometimes reprefent as a 
peninfula, or rather, as it is, a clufter of iflands ; this fmall 
territory, together with the proper Chaldaa already mention- 
hence the Babylonian name was almoft as widely extended as the 
Affyrian, and indeed they are frequently ufed the one for the other, 
though this latter feems the moil generally to have had the afcen- 
danc and pre-eminence, as being prior, and, as it were, fuperior to 
the former. ** Berofus faith, That Nebuchadnezzar held Egypt, 
u Syria, Phoenicia, and Arabia ; and Strabo adds Arbela to the 
" territories of Babylon ; and faying, that Baby/on was antiently 
" the metropolis of Affyria, he thus defcribes the limits of the Af- 
" fyrian empire, [or more properly the Babylonian]. Contiguous 9 
ci faith he, 16] to Perfia and Sufiana are the Aflyrians ; for 
" fo they call Babylonia, and the greateft part of the region about it ; 
** part of which is Aturia, wherein Ninus [or Nineveh] and Ap- 

" polloniatis, and the Elymscans, and the Parsetacse, and Chalonitis^ 

" the mountain *Z2igras,and the fields near Ninus, «;/^Do!omene, a?id 

" Chalachcne, and Chazene, and Adiabene, and the nations oflvlefo- 
" potamia near the Gordya^ans, and the Mygdones about Niiibi •, unt9 
" Zeugma upon Euphrates ; and a large region on this fide the Euphra- 
" tes, inhabited by the Arabians and Syria..', properly fo called. as far as 

" Cilicia, a»</PJiccnicia, and Lybin, andthe fa of Egypt, and the S.nus 
44 Iflicus And a lictlc after, dcicribing the extent of the Babylo- 
nian region, he 66 bounds it on the north with the Armenians and 
" Medes, unto the mountain Zagrut ; on the eall Qde with Sufa, 
" and Ely mats t and Par^tacetse, inciulively ; on the Iburh with the 
<£ Perjian gulf and ChulU-a, and on the Weil: with the Arahes See- 
" nit<c as far as Adiahene and Gordyara Afterwards fpeaking of 
Sufiana and Sittacenc, a region between Babylon and S:ijU> ai'd of 
Pn><rtacen8y and Coffaa, and Elymais, and of the S agape ni and <\;lo- 
ceni, two little adjoining provinces; he concludes, [I. io.fi. 745 j 
4f And the fe are the nations wohich inhabit Babylonia eafhiuard : to 
44 the north are Media and Armenia, exelufively ; and zve/livard arc 
* ' Adiahene and Mel b po tani ia , inclu <i vely ; the great ef pat t of A d ia - 
44 bene is plain, the fame being part of Jiaby Ionia : /* feme places it 
" borders on Armenia; for the Medes, Armenians, and Baby'onians 
44 warred frequently on one another (00)." We here ice AJfyria and 
Babylonia molt remarkably confounded together, not only as the fame 
empire, but as the fame country. 

(60) Sir If. Newt. Chton. of Art. Kingd. p. 324, 3*5. 

Vol. IV. F t *1 
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•d, is now defcribed for this country, which, in anrfent days, 
obtained as far to the northward, as fhould fecm, as Sen jar 
atlcaft. 

Climate This country, lying within the fifth north climate, en- 
and fir- j°y s an a * r ver y temperate and wholefome for the moft part, 
tility. though at certain feafons of the year no air can be poffibly 

more dangerous to breathe in* The heats are fo extraordi- 
nary here, that the richer fort were ufed to fleep in tubs and 
eifterns of water *, nor could bear to live without this per- 
nicious praftice, which ftill continues, as every body that has 
been in thefe parts very well knows ; and at certain feafons 
they have here the dreadful plague of a peftilential wind, 
much talked of by modern travellers, and whi.h we fliall be 
more particular about in the geography of Perfta. It feldom or 
never rains here for certain months of the year ; fo that the in- 
habitants, in the northermoft parts of this country, and gene- 
rally all over it, are at great labour and trouble in watering 
their lands, when the convenience of waters will allow therrv 
to do it ; and efpecially along the banks of the Euphrates? 
where their engines and wheels are fo frequent, as fometimes 
to hurt the navigation of the river f . This drought continues 
commonly eight months of the year * ; nay, it has been fome- 
times known not to have rained here for two years and a half 
together, and the inhabitants reckon, that if it does but rain 
twice or thrice in a year, it is enough for their purpofe this 
is remarked by Herodotus c, who fays, that in the land of the 
JJJyrians it feldom rained : and that though the country was 
quite like Egypt, its fertility was not caufed by the inundati- 
ons of the river, as in that country, but by the painful labour 
of the inhabitants, who either actually watered it by hand, or 
dug trenches, and other conveyances of that kind, for the 
refrefhment and fecundation of this country, thou eh, how- 
ever, the fame fort of labour is neceflary even in Egypt <*. The 
foil being rich, the climate in general excellent, and the in- 
duitry of the inhabitants what it ought to be, this country for 
fertility ufed to vie with any other fpot on the face of the earth. 
Wc have fcen it compared to Egypt, as above, and the fouther- 
moft parts of it between the rivers may be particularly com- 
pared with the Delta of that country, it being, like that, 
made up of cndlcfs i Hands, fome formed by nature, and fome 

* Plutau. Sympof. i. 3. p. 640. fSeeLEow. Rauwolp's 
Travels into the Eaitem Country, part, 2. c. 6. p. 160. a Vid. 
Purcn. Pilgr. vol. 1. e iz. p. 02. b Rauwoi.p ubi fupr. p. 
I( ?2- i.e. 193. Vid. Sc St* ah, I. 15. p. 692. a See 

Vol. I. p. 394- 

by 
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by art, and is befides almoft under the fame parallel of lati- 
tude ; nor is the other part of it, Chald<sa properly fo called, 
between the Euphrates and the mountains of Babylon , as they 
are commonly termed, much lefs watered by rivers and ca- 
nals conducted from the Euphrates , and large refervoirs or 
lake* fcemingly borrowed from the fame river. And hence it 
is, that Hero lotus* compares this country with Egypt \ and 
hence* together with the excellence of its foil, it was fo fruit- 
ful, that the fame venerable author f imagines it impoffible 
any one £hould believe what he could fay about it, that had 
not, like himfelf, been an eye- wi tods of the* fame ; though 
he ventures to ailert, that, for the plenty of its productions, 
it was reckoned to be a third part of AJia, that is of the Per- 
fian empire, and that, when it exceeded even itfelf, it would 
yield 300 fold, but 200 moft commonly. 

Being a country of fuch plenty of waters, and being for p r0 <fa#j. 
the molt part low and flat, it may chiefly, of trees, have on5m 
abounded with the willow, whence it came to be called The 
Valley of Willow S) as Prideaux 8 would, after Bochart y 
mend the text K The palm alfo flourilhed naturally all over 
this land, and chiefly that of the date kind, as we under- 
ftand the author which afforded them, as he expreffes him- 
felf meat, and wine, and honey, though the vine, the 
olive, and the fig, were what this otherwife happy country 
could not boaft of l , no more than her filter Egypt. But 
for grain it exceeded every other land ; the millet and the 
fefame fliot up here to the fize of trees, and the leaves of 
the barley and wheat were ufually four good fingers broad ». 
The fefame afforded them oil inftead of the olive, and the 
palm afforded them wine inftead of the grape n . In fhort, 
for vegetable productions it may be juftly compared with £- 
gypt ; an J to dwell on them would be little better than re- 
peating what we have already faid about that country °. 

All this fertility mult have been greatly owing to the ri- n . 
cr- j a i i • i ° J • i i Rivers* 

vers Tigris and Euphrates, which were wont in the months a / s ^ c 

of June^ July* and Auguft^ to overflow their banks, and 
lay this country under water 5 the fnow in thofe months melt- 
ing away in great quantities from the mountains of Armenia, 
But this being found detrimental and dcftrucHvc to the in- 
habitants, thele inundations were guarded again it by numbers 
of artificial rivers and canals, whereby the waters were dif- 

e Ubi fupr. f Ibidem. B Connect, of the Mil. of the 

Old and New Teft. part 1. book 2. p. io$.in8vo. h 1*ai. 

xv. 7. 1 Hikodot. ubi fup. * Ibid. ; Ibid. «» Ibid. 

n Ibid. 0 Sec Vol. I. p. 400. 

V f 2 tiibtited 
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tributed and abated, the country in general benefited, and 
an eafy communication effefted between the inhabitants. 
Some of thefe canals were fo large as to be navigable in the 
winter months p , but the chief of them all feems to have 
been the Naharmalcha, or Royal River Concerning this, 
and the reft of its kind, we muft always be a good deal in 
the dark ; for till of late years we have known next to no- 
thing of the face of this country, from the experience of 
our own travellers, or the afliftancc of the eaftern geogra- 
phers, without which it is next to impofiible to fix any 
thing certain about it in the antient weftern geographers. 
Nor have we as yet, it is to be feared, fufficient inftru&ions 
with regard to the particulars of this intricate country, which 
can never be properly delineated but by an a£tual and ac- 
curate furvcy, which is what we can never fo much as hope 
for. We mail therefore only obfervc, that the Naharmalcha, 
which, as reprefented by the antients, muft have been a vaft 
work, is not now eafily diftinguifhable fromjthe other branches 
and canals of this country. There is fome difficulty to make 
the antient geographers, in this particular cafe, confiftent 
\\ itji -the beft of our prefent maps, nor are the fame geo- 
graphers in this cafe very confiftent with themfelves ; fo 
that in a point of this obfeurity we ftiall be as brief as poffi- 
ble, defpairing, with all the lights and afllftanccs we have, 
to be able to fix this Royal River quite to the fatisfa&ion 
either of the reader or of ourfelves. The Naharmalcha is 
then by fome r fuppofed to have been the fame with the river 
or Cutha, now called Couti, or Cuti, which feems to have 
been an artificial branch conducted from the Euphrates into 
the inland of Arabia, where it falls into fome lakes or waters, 
called the hike of Rabama, or Al Bataych, in De Life's 
maps, and muft have been, together with fome overflowed 
lands, farther eaftward in the proper Cbaldtca, the Paludes 
}liib\lrjnucv of the antients. This river is laid to have been 
dug by Cutha, or Cujh, king of Babel, but it is more ufually 
by the oriental writers attributed to his Ion Nlmrod c . Thir 
K\iLar?nalcba is called a branch of the Euphrates, and is faid 
to have emptied ufelf into the lakes, and upon the overflowed 
land:., to have divided the country, and to have warned the 
towns of h\ik, and is faid to have been the lame called the 
ri\ er S.'hl, the uver of the Black Country, or of the Black 
7 o-lvnj '. tiy this it fhould have been no more than a brarch 

v lie. ; ddot. ubi iupr. 4 See Vol. f. p. 115. 1 Al 

Tahaui in cap. de Morte Sane. 1 Idem ibid. 1 Vid. 

llyuji Rttlitv. \ c t. Perlar. p. 40. 

of 
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of the Euphrates, by labour and art conduced into the inland 
of Arabia. The river of Nehardea, or River of Knowledge, 
fiippofed to be the fame with the Naarda of Ptolemy, and to 
have run not above 20 miles above Sora, or at lean: the uni- 
verfity itfelf of Nehardea, a famous one belonging to the Jews* 
is faid to have been no farther diflant from Sora, and to have 
been feated on the eaftern banks of the Euphrates, and to 
have been many miles above the place from whence the Royal 
River, or Naharmalcha, was derived on the oppofite fliore, 
by which it is to be concluded, that it ran weft ward or foutii- 
ward of the Euphrates, and confequently, that it could not 
poflibly have had any communication with the Tigris, where- 
as by all die antients we underftand, that it was a very large 
canal, navigable by fhips, between the Tigris and Euphrates* 
and that it was cut for that very purpofe. By Ptolemy we under-: 
Hand, that it did not only communicate with the two rivers, 
but alfo difcharged itfelf into the Paludes, or (landing watery 
and overflowed grounds ; by him we underftand, that it was, 
derived more properly from the Tigris, that it wafhed the 
walls of Babylon, or at leaft ran not very far from that city, 
and that thence, mixing with the Euphrates, the canal was 
immediately continued away to the Paludes. It is not to be 
doubted, but that this Naharmalcha was contrived more par- 
ticularly for the great city of Babylon, that fo it might have 
the immediate advantage of both the great rivers at once j 
and accordingly we have in De Life's maps a cut or canal re- 
prefented from the Tigris to the Euphrates, juft by what arc 
now called the ruins of Babylon ; and exactly in a line with 
the river Cutha, or Cuti, as it is now called and represented, 
which continues itfelf to the waters in the inland of Arabia ; 
and thus we feem to have the true iituatiun and extent of this 
river, which muft certainly have been the fame, and the ra- 
ther as it is to this day called Almalec, the King* or Royal. 
It is in the fame maps represented as imperfect, and as not 
reaching quite to the Euphrates, and therefore, as much as it 
may have been formerly confuiered as a branch of the Eu- 
phrates, it is now moll properly a branch of flu Tigris. It 
appears then, that it is partly choaked up, as it was in the 
days of Trajan % who reftorcd it Jo its priiline Irate, after it 
had been for many ages dug by the great N ( -lur/utd.:cz'zar vv . 
Thus, by comparing Ptolemy with the bell of our modern 
freo^ra pliers, it feenis, that we have in irencral marked out the 
canal of the Naharmalcha, which may at firit have included 

« Viil. Amu. Marckm.. p. aoS. w Mr. c. \ ; rn r. n. cm 
A a v r> n r: . apail hulub. l'rarpar. Ia'Wj; I. 9. c. .{ i . p. .J<;' v « 
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no more than the cut between the two rivers, though it came 
afterwards to be nominally extended to the inclufion of the 
river of Cutha* which muft have been a difiin£i work, At 
fome diftance to the weftwardof the Naharmalcba was another 
river, corrupted ly in Ptolemy called the Maarfares* for the 
Naarfares, or the Nahar Sare, the Stinking River ; this al- 
fo he derives from the Tigris, and continues to the Paludes ; 
but our beft m:ips have no fign of fuch a river or canal at pre- 
fent in thefe parts ; nor can we thereby fix the place of the 
Nehardea* or Naarda of Pto/emy a:>ove, which, though he 
mentions it as a town only, mult by its name have £een a 
river alfo, an J, as we are told, to the weft ward of tke Nahar 
Sure x . It may be labour in vain to attempt to trace out 
thefe and the other numerous branches and canal ; which wa- 
tered the antient country of Babylon* though by the beft help* 
we have. Many of them, that have been formerly confidera- 
We, may be now no more, and others may have been found 
lince, that were not in antient days ; for a pountry fo prodi- 
gioufly watered, fo low withal, and fo fubje£t to the violence 
of extraordinary inundations from two fuch great rivers as the 
Tigris and Euphrates , and fo neglected as it muft for age$ 
paft have been, may be fairly concluued to have changed face 
confuLrably, and frequently, fince the time Ptolemy flour ifti- 
ed ; and it muft be next to impoflible to delineate the exa& 
face of this country, when it was the feat of empire, or wherfc 
it had ftrength and riches fufficient to take care of its nume-r 
rous banks, and to keep them in repair. 

The Euphrates, thus branched out and divided, may 
now claim to be confidered feparately. The name of this 
river wc have already fpoken to y , and haye now to add, that 
it takes its rife from the mountains of Armenia, and that it 
continues its courfe fouthward, wafhing the caftern fkirts of 
Syria, and fouth eaftward dividing Arabia from Adcjopotamia, 
till, mixing with its fellow traveller the Tigris, it falls at 
length into the Per/tan gulf. This confiderable river is flow, 
for the moft part, in its courfe % and not very well adapted 
throughout f<»r navigation, becaufe of fome parts of it which 
are fhoal, and f -me parts of it that are rocky. Wc are told 
It is not navigable for the larger foit of barks, any lower from 
/>Vr, or jjtrr, in AJe/opotamia, than a place called Raufvaine a , 
which mull he the Rajaine in fome of De Life's maps, but 
That die fmaller craft may go down quite to Bajjora. Bc- 

" Vid. f I y b r nhi fupr. p 71. * Sec Vol. I. p. 116. 2 Rau- 

■*'oi.j ubi fupr part ?. r c. 1. p. iz6. * TnkVLNOT. Voy. au. 
i.ev. pare e • c. 9. p. Ah. 

yond 
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yond this Roufvaine it feems there are rocks which afe 
dangerous for the larger vefTels b, but our author feems here 
to be quite miftaken, for Roufvaine, or Rafaine 9 is an inland 
place, at a diftance from the banks of this river. A traveller 0 
who actually went down this river, and feems to have had as 
great a fenfe of the dangers of his voyage as any man could 
weii have, makes no mention of rocks in this river till he 
comes dovvn a great way below, to a place he calls Deer d , 
and which is confiderably beyond Racka^ or Racca, where 
they were obliged to ufe the ikill and affiftance of pilots c . At 
Bir in Mefopotamia y which was the common place of embar- 
kation from the weftern parts, this river is compared to the 
Thames at London, but was then obferved to have been confi- 
derably fallen f j and indeed the breadth of this river muft be 
very uncertain, and, as the cafe ufually is, depend upon the 
feafons and the weather. In many places it Jivides itfelf into 
feveral fliallow branches, and forms feveral iflands 8 ; in fom* 
parts it is broad and (hallow, in others wide and deep like a 
little fea h , and, upon the whole, is not near fo convenient 
as the Tigris l . Though the Euphrates , we have obferved 
above, is moderate in its courfe, its water is fo continually 
foul, that there is no drinking it till it has fettled for a time, 
or been pa/Ted through a cloth, or a ftrainer k - 3 but its wa- 
ter, when in proper order, is preferred before any in thefe 
parts, and faid to be lighter than any other, whence the river 
is known, with the neighbouring people, by a name which 
figniries trie water of dejire l . The fifli of this river is alfo re-* 
ported to je excellent in kind, and particular notice is taken 
of one fume what like a carp, which fometimes weighs 17 or 
18 pounds »», which is all that may he neceflary to fay on 
this fubjedh 

The antient way of navigating this river has fomething very 
Angular and extraordinary in it. The veflels they ufed were 
round, without diftindtion of head or ftern, and were no 
belter than great wicker ba fleets coated over with hides, 
which thev g.iided along with two oars or paddles. Thefe 
vrifds were of different lizes, and would fome of them carry 
a burthen of palm wine, or other mcrchandife, to the weight of 
5000 talents, and, according to their fize, had live afles on board 

I' Tii eve not. ibid. c Rauwot.f. a rdem. ibid p. 

i<;z, c Ibid. f Maun:». Jour, from Aleppo to the river 
Eiiphrat. p $ Sec alfo Tn * v knot uhi fupr. '' Rauwoi k 
uhj i'upr p. 120 h Jdnn ibid. ^ p. io». 1 Idem ibid & 

'I'm; v knot, uhi fupr. k K A uwoi.K uhi fupr. p. 12b. 1 Tnk- 
viJnot. uhi hipr. J " Rauivolf ubi fupr. 

at 
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of therti. Having thus fallen down the river to Babylon^ and 
unloaded their cargoe, they ftripped off their hides, and fel- 
ling the reft of their veflel, with the ftraw and whatever clfc 
might have ferved them for the convenience of ftowage, and 
putting their hides upon the backs of their affes, they re- 
turned by land to the place whence they came, where they 
wrought up another frame, or bafket, to repeat their voyage; 
it being impoflible for them to ftem the ftream up again by 
water 

Katural This country is more than ordinarily remarkable for the 
andartifi- ^ cac °f Paradife, which is moft rationally fuppofed to have 
cialrari- been partly, if not all, within the limits of it ° ; as alfo for 
tits. the great plain of Shinaar, now Senjar f where the whole 

race of mankind were gathered together in one body after the 
flood, and whence they difperfed themfelves over the face of 
the earth p . The bitumen of this country we have already 
1 fpoken of at large, as well as of the place where it more re- 
markably abounded r . The ruins of Babylon, and what re- 
mains of the tower, as fuppofed, o\ Babel, mig*ht here claim 
a place, had not another more proper occurred in the former 
part of this work r . 

SECT. II. 

I'he Antiquity, Government, Laws, Religion, Ctiftoms y 
Arts, Learning, and Vrade cf the Babylonians. 

Antiquity, g > A B E L is the fir ft kingdom wc find erected in fcrip- 

s ^ tare, and claims an origin prior to that of AJfur, 
— though, according to the common courfe of hiftory, 
it mud appear after it. Nimrod was the founder of it l , but 
for man}' ages it enlarged not its bounds, and evidently ap- 
pears to have remained a petty royalty, till the Ajjyrians 
paved the way to the empire it attained to. Or, on the o- 

• ther hand, if it be granted, that even under Nimrod himfelf 

it attained a height of powt r, nothing feems more natural 
than to conclude, that it fuddenlv fell down to a level with 
its neighbours, and even below fonie of them, and parti- 
cularly the famous and antient kingdom of Elam, or Pcrjia\ 
lor <o carlv as the davs of dbrtiham we meet with a kiiiLr of 
Shinaar, the antient /Jjbvlu.'i, in the army of Cbetlorlaomer 

" He podo-i . 1. i. c. lyt. ° See Vol. I. p. 1:3, 8c feq. 
v Ibid. p. j-!/. 1 Ibid, p j vj not. (Ij. v Ibid. 

1 ibid. p. 3 1 le.f. 1 Ibid. p. ; 

king 
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king, of Elam*) as a val&l, feemingly, and a tributary* 
The argument* we have formerly ufed to deftroy the boaft- 
ed antiquity of Affyria w, may be exhibited here to deftroy 
that of this empire ; but not to repeat what we have fo fully 
urged, and which muft of courfe affe& this empire, as it 
confeiTedly rofe upon the ruins of the former ; we would on- 
ly take notice, that fcripture knows nothing of any king of 
Babylon from the king of Sbinaar above in the army of Elam y 
till the days of Mtrodacb B a laA } an , who was contemporary 
with Hezekiah * ; as al fo that, by the feveral hiftories of the 
nations that precede in this work, it is plain, that no Baby- 
lonian fceptre awed any one of them, till many years after the 
faid Merodach Baladan. So that, though we confefs this to 
have been the moft antient kingdom of the world, we deny 
it to have reached the imperial dignity till what we may call 
very lately, in comparifon of what has been vainly boafted, 
and unwarily believed. 

The Babylonians, or Chald&ans , however, laid claim to a 
moft enormous antiquity, unwilling to be behind-hand with 
the Egyptians, or any nation elfe, pretending to have re- 
giftred the tranfaftions of 150,000 years 7, according to fome, 
or 472,000 years, according toothers 2 , reckoning down to 
Alexander , from the time they firft began to obfervethe ftars; 
a moft monftrous fable, which needs no refutation, though it 
cnay deferve fome animadverfion (M). 

The 



■ Genef. xiv. 9. w See before in the preceding chapter puf- 
fin*. x 2 King. xx. 12. r Vid. Syncbh. Chronogr. 
z Diodoh. Sicvl. BibL Hift. I. 2. p. 81. 

(M) This extravagant and fenfelefs defire of feveral nations to be 
thought antient, has nor only been, in good part, the deftruttion of 
hiilory, but has, to all appearance, alfo been confiderably hurtful 
to religion. Vanity, as we have lhcwn(6i > , firrt introduced the 
forging of records to fupply the wane or lok of them : and as an- 
tiquity was thought the moll honourable diftin&ion of a people, 
when nations, as the Babylonians, Egyptians, or others, came to be 
great and powerful, and to remark how mean a figure their prede- 
cefTors made, in comparifon, but a few years before, if they had 
any certain tradition about it, and that they had cannot very well 
be doubted ; and to perceive, that perhaps fome other nations had 
a great value for thcmfelves for their antiquity, they were alhamed 
of their deficiencies, fcorncd in any degree to be inferior to any 
other nation under the t\in, and fo not only ran up their antiquities 



(61) See be/ore, p. 134. 
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Their go- The government of this nation, if the character which 
mernment m generally prevails concerning its founder Nimrod a may be re- 
lied 



2 See Vol. I. p. 380. 

they knew not whither, but removed fome of their eminent princes 
who had lived as ycfterday, into ages far beyond the day of crea- 
tion, and made gods of them ; in their glory exalting themfelves 
above their felons, and claiming a right of fuperiority over them, 
which perhaps could never have been accounted for but by this me- 
thod. We have in great meafure given a glaring inftance of this in 
the latter Syrians, who, as Jofphus obferves of them, celebrated 
the memory of their kings, Hadad and Hazael, in his time, and 
carrying their ftatues about in proceffion, vaunted their great anti- 
quity, though they had not been dead above 1 100 years ; but by 
this they certainly meant no more than to fet off the gods of their 
own country ; for though they were Grangers in Syria at firft, and 
introduced to fupply the place of the natives who were carried a- 
way captive, they had then been in the country many ages, and 
reckoned themfelves as the original proprietors, juft like the Irijh 
at this day, who, though chiefly descended from colonies of Eng- 
lijh and Scotch* and not very antient ones either, difown both the 
nations, and glory in what they find peculiar to that kingdom, true 
or falfe ; and thus thefe latter Syrians, though they had no manner 
of relation to the antient kings of their country, meant by this 
vaunting of their gods, En 'id and Hazacl, to refiedl a difho- 

nour upon the Afyrians and Babylonians, whofe gods they knew 
by tradition or hiflory to have been younger ; and hence you have 
Jldad, the fi.ft of gids ,'62}. 

If the want of regular hiflory was not in fome meafure the f up- 
port of idolatry, which it certainly mull: have been, it was doubt- 
h fs what jjcavo birth to the notion of the world's being eternal. 
Vhilofophcr:., at a ioH; for the origin of things and dciHttite of a 
guide to dircd them thereto, prefently grounded themfelves upon 
fille principles and thence proceeded to fubtilife themfelves into 
cmiois without end, and fancies infinitely abfurd, which were fo on 
propagated among the iludious men in all branches of literature ; 
to that hillon.'n-i and antiquaries thinking there was room enough 
to range in. and fome of them being more greedy of it than others, 
though they v. ere ail deor ous of it, you have by this means thedii- 
nrdc 1 and dii.. loremriit among antient authors never to be recon- 
ciled to one anuijier, ei; hern Hi reipect to affairs at home or abroad. 
Upon the wlicle, hence it i you have the variety of accounts given 
in by nation , one endeavouring to exceed another, as they have 
been partly collected (uj ) to our hands, and as they here follow : 

r.'.r St. ri.il. p Tso. »ja- (K). (6$) [aulov. Viv. in nor. 

ad /.'.':;:/// ,\-,ivit l> t i, x:i. 10. Sue the slfpendix to WhillouV, 

Ejjuj u r ut M y\jl*ri'^ ibf trait text of fripturc, p. z$}. 

'/dOroajhr 
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lied on, was in, its very infancy tyrannical and defpotic; but 
that it continued fo is not to be fuppofed, except at the fame 
time it be conceived that firft prince was fucceeded by kings 
exactly of his own fort. After him it certainly became on a 
foot with the petty kingdoms of tlrefe parts, till the AJfyrians^ 
in procefs of time, laid the foundation whereon it afterwards 
exalted itfelf as the §)uecn of the Eaft. And as from the 
former it derived its luftre and majefty, nothing is more like- 
ly, or indeed more certain, than that it adhered to the maxims 
and practices of its founder ; and the rather, as thefe Babylo- 
nians themfelves were Affyrians^ djfeended from Pul the 
great AJfyria?i^ who immediately gave rife to both the empires, 
as will be amply made to appear in the fequel. The govern- 

ibylon* like that of Affyria^^ was haughty 
•and defpotic, and the fceptre, as fhould feem, hereditary. 
The whole centered in the perfon of the king, all decrees 
iflued from his mouth * ; and how could it be lefs, when he 
affected even deity and divine worfhip, as the cuftom was 
with thefe princes ? And here by the way, it may be ob- 
ferved, that this political, not to fay blafphemous, arrogance, 
was but natural to men who had fuch wide and unwarrantable 
views of lording it over die whole bulk of mankind. It was 
one of the moft effectual means they could think of, to inti- 
midate the nations who had not yet owned their power, and 
to reftrain thofe who did, from aflerting their right to be go- 
verned by whom, and in what manner they pleafed. For 
without fome fuch bridle upon the fuperftitious minds of 
men, it had been next to impoffible to maintain dominion 
over parts far remote from the feat of the imperial refidencc ; 
and no doubt, the argument they ufed of having prevailed 
againft all the gods of the nations, and of being mightier far 

b See before, p. 131. * See Dan. iii. 29. iv. 6. 

Yearn. 

ZoroaJIer lived before Plate s death bono 

Be fo r e the Trojan vva r <;mo 
Chaldccs had accounts of .^0^00 
From the firft Chaldean ailronomer to A/ix.wJ.r .) ~ :..o o 
8/1'is in E crypt had chronicle* of Sno 
Athens built be fore Sa is 1 r < o 

From J'ulcanlQ Alex tinder *}■■>.' 

King!) of Egypt before rfmnfis reigned j .0 

From Ojlris to Alexander i"<'' o 

Men reigned in Jig\pt after the god*. 1 r . >o 



ihvii 



t$6 The History of the Babylonians. Book I, 

than they % carried a conviction with it, which not only ferved 
all purpofes for the prefent but for the future alfo. And hence 
itmuft have been, or upon principles of the fame fort, that 
the great conquerors of the eaft have always affefied retire- 
ment from the immediate commerce of others, as too glori- 
ous to be beheld by vulgar eyes ; a kind of arrogance which 
implies a fupcriority not much inferior to what was claimed 
by thefe firft monarchs of the AJfyrian race, as well on the 
throne of Nineveh , as on that of Babylon; and is, as we 
have faid, one of the moft politic methods of keeping in fub^ 
jeclaon a number of nations of different languages, com- 
plexions, and manners, to a man who muft be a ftranger to 
almoft all of them. Thefe proud potentates, however, admi- 
niftered their government by officers of feveral forts y civil 
and military, and accordingly we find them divided into three 
claflcs, and fuppofed to be chofen from among the graveft 

and moft noble perfonages in all the empire d ; the firft had 
the charge of virgins, and their dtfpofal in marriage, and were 
to judge in matters of adultery, and the like ; the fecond 
His officers took cognizance of thefts, and the third of the reft c . We 
civil and find the fubordinate powers under this mighty emperor divid- 
mditary. e j j nt0 p r { nces ^ governors, captains, judges, treafurers, coun- 

fellors, and fheriffs f , fo that it is plain, nothing was want- 
ing to keep peace and good order in the empire, and that the 
civil and military oeconomy was under fevere regulation : as 
for what relates to religion and fuperftitious matters, that will 
fall under another head. 
His ho u/- This great King of Kings 5 had a houfliold equal to the 
hold. fublimity of his ftation, the- chief officers of which feem to 

have been the captain of his guard the prince of his eu- 
nuchs ', and the prime minifter*, in the nature of the 
'Turkifo vizier, who more immediately reprefented the pcr- 
fon of his great mafter. The firft of thefe had the execution 
of the arbitrary and fanguinary commands the fecond had 
charge of the education and fubfiftence of the youth of the 
palace M , and the Litter fat in the king's gate, as it is cal- 
led to b ar complaints and to pafs judgments. Befides 
thefe, there feem? to have been a mafter of the magicians 
akvay. at hand °, to fan -ay the king upon any thing he might 
want to know, wiili regard to futurity and prognoftication. 

■ See before, p. iiy'i. d Strab.I. 16. p. 74^. 0 Vid. eund. 
ibid, l IJai iii 2, * Dan. ii. 37. h Idem, ibid ver. 

i.f. 1 Idem. i. 10. k .Klein, ii. 48, 40. 1 Idem, ibid. 

1 f. Idem, j. 7, 8, o, 10. &c. • Idem, ii. 40. oldem, 

iv, 9. 
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"None were allowed the honour of ferving in his prcfence 
that vrere not remarkable for beauty of perfon p , and 
excellence of parts (N ) \ and his wives and concubines, which 
were, doubtlefs, the moft exquifite of their fex, feem to have 
been in very great numbers 1. 

But though thefe kings feem to nave chimed fuch high 
honour, and to have placed themfelves at fuch a diftance from 
the gpeateft even of their officers and fubjedls, and in fhort 
to have confidered the whole world as created for their ufe 
and fervice, and to have confulted nothing but their own glo- 
ry and majefty 5 yet we undei frand, that they would fome- 
times deign to banquet and revel with their lords and chief 
men of their dominions, of whom we read, that a thoufand 
of them were at one time entertained by Bdjhaxxar r . The 
common ftile of accofting this mighty fovcreign was, O king 
live for ever f ; and the man, who was fo happy as in a par- 
ticular manner to gain his favour, was cloathed in purple or 
fcarlet, adorned with a chain of gold about his neck, and in- 
verted with fome government c . 

The laws of this empire, as we have hinted above, muft Laws. 
have been quite vague and uncertain •> yet there was one 
^hich feems to have been irrevocably fixed, and to have been 

p Idem, i. 4 — 10 — zo 4 Idem, v. 2, 3. r Dan. v. I. 

f Idem, ii. 4. v. 10. c Idem, v. 7. 

(N) This has always been the cuftom in the eaftern countries, 
and at this day, " The youth?, that are deiigned for the & reat offi- 
ces of the empire, [in Turkey"] — mull be of admirable features 
and pleafing looks, well fliapca in their bodie , and without any 
defect of nature ; for it is conceived, that a corrupt and fordid 
" foul can fcarce inhabit a ferene and ingenuous afpect ; and I h.ive 
obferved, not only in the fcraglio, but aifo in the courts of great 
men, their perfonal attendants have been of comely lufty youths, 
well habited, deporting themfelves with lingular modefty and re- 
fpect in the prcfence of their mailer. So that when a bafha, aga, 
orfpahee, travels, he is always attended with a comely equi- 
page, followed by flourifhing youths, well cloathed and moun- 
ted, in great numbers, that one may guefs at the greatnef* 
of this empire, by the retinue, pomp, and number of 
fervants which accompany perfon^ of quality in their journies ; 
whereas in the parts of Cbrijhudom where I have travelled, [ 
have not obferved, (no not in attendance of princes ; fuch olten- 
tation in fervants as is amongll the Turks, which k the life and 
ornament of a court (64). 
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very politically contrived to keep up and increafe the number 
©f the inhabitants, it being calculated in fuch manner, that it 
was almofl impoffible for any man to live fingle, and defign- 
ed particularly to encourage the poorer fort to engage them- 
felves in wedlock, which is generally a great burthen to them 
the world over. By this law no man had it in his power to 
beftow his own daughters in marriage u , but they were to be 
difpofed of by the king, or his officers, in the manner we 
lhail relate hereafter. 

As the laws were vague and changeable, the punifhments 
feem alfo to have been unfixed, and to have been arbitrary 
and rigorous to the utmoft, and fuch as might beft fuit with 
the degree of rage, which for the time happened to agitate 
the tyrant's breaft. Beheading w ', and cutting to pieces x , and 
turning the criminal's houfe into a dunghill and burning in 
a fiery furnace «, are punifhments we underftand to have been 
executed by order of the kings of Babylon. 

The religion and boafted learning of the Babylonians are 
fo blended together, that we hardly know how to feparate 
them into diftindt heads; for the Chaldecs, properly fo called, 
were not only their priefts, but alfo their learned men 5 whofe 
whole feience feems to have been fubfervient to the purpofes 
of lupcrftition and infatuation. The Chaldeans, as diftin- 
guifhed from the Babylonians, were in fome fort diftind from 
thefe people, and rather more fo than the clergy were 
from tke laity with us. ThzkCbald&ans were as much rever- 
ed in their country, as the Egyptian priefts were in theirs ; 
and are faid to have enjoyed the fame rank and degree in the 
kingdom \ 7'hey were wholly devoted to the bufinefs of 
their fuperftitious religion, and pretended to prophecy, and the 
gift of prediction by the rules of augury, the flight of birds, 
and the infpection of victims ; and profeifed the interpretation 
of dreams, and to explain all the extraordinary accidents and 
phcenomcna of nature, as portending good or evil to men or 
nations, and were thought by their inchantments and invoca- 
tions to affect mankind either with happinefs or with mifery h . 
Having by their iituation been early addicted to celeftial obfer- 
vations, they, inllead of conceiving as they ought to have 
done concerning the omnipotence of the creator and mover 
of the he.;venlv bodies, ;md of beiniz confirmed in a due he- 
lief and practice of what had bean handed by tradition ilown 
to men by A .:./.{■ .md hi«, Jon:;, fell into the impious error of 



u Yid. IT; 1 '» 1 ' ■ 'i . 1. f. r n)6. &■ Stram. 1- 16. p. ~>\$' 
«" Dan. i. if. Men), li y Ideui, Ibid. : ' Menu in- 

19. * Dioviji:. S ; «. u !.. L'ibii'/.h. Vi\l[. 1. ~. 0 Idem, ibid. 
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cftecming them as gods, and the immediate governors of the Jre the 
world, in fubordination, however, to the deity, who was authors of 
invifible but by his works and the effects of his power c. They Sabiaa 
concluded then, that God had created the ftars and great lu- r *fy*o*. 
minaries for the governance of the world, that he had accord- 
ingly placed them on high, and made them partakers with him, 
and fubftituted them his minifters ; and that it was but juft 
and natural they fhould be praifcd, and honoured, and extol- 
led , and that it was even the will of God they fhould be mag- 
nified, and feared, and worihi^ped ; juft as a "king deiircs 
his fervants ftiould be refpected in honour of himfelf d . 

Persuaded of this they began to build temples, or Sa- Fir ft ft age 
cella^ to the ftars, to facrihee to them, to praife them, and of idol a- 
to bow down before them, that through their means they tr f» 
might obtain the favour and good-will of God e , fo that they 
efteemed them as media tors between God and them. For 
that there was a neceffity for a mediatory office between God 
and man, is obferved f to have been a notion that generally ob- 
tained among mankind from the beginning; " Confcious of 
" their own meannefs, vilenefs, and impurity, and unable to 
c < conceive how it was poffible for them of themfelves alone 
<c to have any accefs to the all-holy, all-glorious and fupremc 
<c governor of all things. They confidercd him as too high, 
" and too pure, and themfelves as too low, and too polluted 
< c for fuch a converfe ; and therefore concluded that there 
c< muft be a mediator, by whofe means only they could 
£C make any addrefs unto him, and by whofe intercctfion 
** alone any of their petitions could be accepted of. But no 
cc clear revelation being then made of the mediator, whom 
" God had appointed, becaufe as yet he liad not been mani- 
6< fefted unto the world, they took upon them to addrefs 
* c themfelves unto him by mediators of their own chufing ; 
" and their notion of the fun, moon, and ftars being, that 
cc thev were the tabernacles or habitations of intelligences, 
< c which animated thofe orbs in the lame manner as rhe foul 
cc of man animates his bod v. and were the caufes <>f all their 

j * 

tc motions, and that thole intelligences were of a middle na~ 
<- k ture between God and them, they thought theic the proper- 
4t eft beings to become the mediators between God and them ; 
tC and therefore the planets being the nearefl to them oi" all 
<- c the heavenly bodies, and [generally looked on ro have the 
**■ greateft influence on this woiKI, they niade^heke of them 
fcC in the ii r It place lor their GY<o AL'dmto) >, uho wee to 

< Vitl eund. ibid. a Rajs M u ^ . M .\ i m . in M no Ne*'orii. 
c Idem, ibid. t See Pi: ini \ux, a:: J :Jic ...r.hoi^ he e;to., 
¥0 eoe k, (Jul 1 u t>, lh> j t i »i <j. 1 i > y * . 

tfc in.-ii.ilc 
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** mediate for them with the fupreme God, and procure 
44 from him the mercies and favours which they prayed for, 
and accordingly they directed divine worfhip to them as 
fuch ; and here began all the idolatry that has been prac- 
tifed in the world 2 For perfuading themfelves of this 
doctrine, they became anxious about the moft effectual means 
of making their worfhip acceptable to the feveral deities, 
whence they firft began to build temples or tabernacles to them, 
ms we have feen, dedicated to their fervice, and to be as placet 
of abode for them, but as in matters of this kind there can 
be no ftable form, where there is no immediate revelation, 
and men a&uated either by fear or avarice, or ambition, or 
ought clfe, had liberty to pretend to what they knew nothing 
of j in procefs of time impoftors arofe, and gave out, that they 
had had it injGined and commanded them from God hiitofelf, 
That this ftar, or that, or all of them fhould be worfhipped 
Second [ a or t h at mannerj an d reprcfented under this, or that 

idolat *° rm > anc * ^ at none of any age or degree fhould be exempt 
t 0 atry. f rom t j ie worfllip thereof ; and this they impudently gave out, 

in a folemn manner, for revelation. Upon this it was, that 
men began to furnifh the Sacclla, tabernacles or temples, 
with images, and to ereft the fame under trees, and upon 
the tops of hills or mountains ; and from henceforward the/ 
aflemblcd themfelves together to pay them worfhip, and be- 
gan to hope for all good, and to dread all evil, as proceeding 
from them, and to honour them with dcepeft reverence, and 
to fear them * ; and their priefts, fenfible of the fweets of th<5 
trade, began to think of forms of duty and practice to be 
obferved by the credulous and deluded multitude f . Other 
impoftors there were who improved upon the firft, and pre- 
tended to have been honoured with particular inftru&ions 
from p -irticuliar ftars, concerning the exa£t mode of the wor- 
fliip due or pectilLir to them, and what ought, and what ought 
not, to be done to pleafe them ; fo that, in procefs of time, 
tiie name of (Jo A became obliterated among them ; and th* 

moft ftupid idolatry po Helled the whole place of the true re- 
ligion 

Such was the rife of idolatry and the firft fteps of it* 
pi"ogrd.>, than whix.li nothing can be more natural to con- 
ceive, and fuch were the original Saltan do&rincs, which, 
taking root liiit among the Cbaldaam, did afterwards fpread 

* PniBiAox's Connect, of the Mill, of the Old and New 
Tc(I. Part. I. Book III. p. 177. in Svo. * Rah Mob.Maimoniu. 
nbifup. f Vid. cund. ibid. * R*b. Mos. Maimonu. 

11 hi fktp. 
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4helr branches fo far as to over-fhadow, at one time, aH the 
nations of the eaft with their prophane obfeurity. For it 
muft be difficult to conceive, how men could have been de- 
ceived into fp grofs an abfurdity, as to worfhip wood, ftone, 
or metalp formed and fafhioned by their own hands, if it be 
not at the fame time allowed, tjiat they muft have imagined 
their images $0 have been, fome how or other, animated or 
informed with a fupernatural power, by fome fupernatural 
means- A late author S thinks it more natural to fuppofe, 
that their lofs to know how to addrefs themfelves to the pi a- 
nets, when they were beneath the horizon, was what nrltr 
fuggefted to them the ufe of images ; for that, whenever they 
paid their devotions to any of thenj in their tabernacles, or 
Sacellaj they directed their worfhip towards the planet, which 
they have tjiought of none effeft, when he was abfent and 
hidden frorn fight \ and that therefore they thought to fupply 
his abfence by a reprefentation : Thus it may have been, 
though it may be as natural to fuppofe, that, as their priefts 
pbferved the ftars as their gods, and made them the chief 
fubje£t of their ftudy, and perfuaded themfelves that each ftar 
or planet was actuated by an intelligence, they gave out t» 
the people, from time to time, that thpfe fupcrior beings had 
revealed their wilj to them, juft as their crazy imaginations, 
or defigning craft, may have fuggefted to them. 

Let this have been either this way or that way, it is cer- 
tain, that the firft image-worfhippers did not pretend to pay 
adoration to uninformed wood, ftone, or metal, and that the 
Sabians^ in their tranfition from planet- worfhip to image- 
worlhip, pretended to have infufed the vertues of the planet 
into the image that was meant to reprefent it ; which they 
thought to effect by forms of confecration, and by various 
incantations, whereby to draw down from the ftars their fc- 
veraj intelligences into their refpective idols; and hence came 
all the foolery of TArjms fc, or Talifmans^ and upon thefe 
pretended principles oi communicative operation, all the 
branches of magic and forcery muft have had their foun- 
dation. 

That this was the firft origin of image- worfhip is evident, 
and that the fame was Jirft derived from the heavenly bodies, 
the moll confpicuous, and glorious to fight, is evident by the 
primary gods of the heathen in general, which are AV/////7/, 
jupttrr, Mar*, slpollo, ALrcitry, I'enus, and D'unui ; by which 
we can underhand no other than the fun, and moon, and the 
five greateft luminaries next to them 

1 Pr i ihaux, ubi fup. * See Pr idi au x ? ubi fup. 1 Vid. 
fund. ibid. 
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was the religion of the Babylonians^ AJfyrn 
mians 9 even before the days of Abraham ; in 
?»nc the* (nn of SUth m * whofe defcendarits 



to have been the firft that cultivated aftronomy and aftrology n j 
the Saltans themfelves boafting the origin of their religion 
from Seth, and pretending to have been denominated from a 
fon of his called Sabius, as alfo to have among them what they 
call the book of Seth 9 written by that fame patriarch • 
Third ft age This was the ftate of the old Babylonian religion, til] they 
of idolatry came to deify mortal men as well as the celeftial bodies. In 

this we are apt to think they were not the firft, and that the 
Syrians^ whofe empire was confeffedly older than either the 
AJfyrian or Babylonian p , fliewed them the way , by deifying 
their great kings, Benhadad the fecond and Hazael *. A 
late learned author r is inclined to think, that the firft Sabians^ 
or idolaters, defirous to have all the mediation poflible with 
the fupreme God, took it into their heads, that good men 
had a power with him to intercede for them, and that they 
deified many of thofe they thought to be fuch, and that thus 
they added to their polytheifm : This is allowing much in 
favour of them, and is refle&ing not a little upon the purity 
of the Roman church, which teaches the fame do&rine, and 
allows of the fame practice ; and calls to our mind, how 
frequently Rome is fuppofed to be fignified under the type of 
BahyUn ; and, perhaps, there may not be fo wide a difference 



between fome parts of the two religions, as may be generally 
imagined. But to wave this, as foreign to our purpofe, we 
mould rather choofe to think, that they deified their great- 
eft and moft powerful men, and that however they may have 
paid the fame honour to men of virtue, their moft confpicu- 
ous gods of this clafs were their greateft warriors and moft 
potent kings. 

According to this wc are told r , That by the vain- 
glory of men idols entered into the world ' • • That, in procefs 
of time, a) 1 ungodly cujlom grown flrong, was kept as a law y 
and graven images were zvorjhipped by the commandment of 
/.VfA, or [as it is in the margin] tyrants. That whom men 
ecu Id not honour in pre fence, hecaufe they dwelt far off, they 
rook the counterfeit of his vijage from far, and made an exprefi 
image of a king, whom they honoured, to the end that, by this 
their fonvardnefs, they might fatter him that was abjmt, as 

™ Rab. Mos. Ma imon id. ubi Tup. ■ See Vol. J. p. 16 

• Sec Pit iui a u x, ubi iiip. * Sec before, p. 14 ^, & (a\ m ^ -h'c 

Vol. If. p. 25;, & note (E). 1 Prmji al-^, ubi f.:;\ 1 Wii. 
©fSoLOMUN xiv. 14, 16, 17. 



Chap. g. Tie Hiflory of the Babylonian*. 24^ 

if he were prefenU This was moft certainly the cafe with 
regard to the deification of kings, who could not be eon- 
tented with- being lefs than gods. The fame author 1 affigns 
two other reafons for this pra&ice, which mull ftrongly co- 
operate with the former; firft, <s The grief of a parent for 
his child untimely fnatched away, whofe image he may 
<c have been tempted to honour as God when dead, and to 
<c deliver to thofe beneath, or in fubje&ion to him, ceremo- 
" nies and facrifices of duty and commemoration ; ** and 
fecondly, " The fkill of- the workman, who by his arc, 
" might contribute greatly to the deception of the ignorant ; 
« for that, ambitious to flatter fome great man, he may 
" have exerted all in his power to reprefent him beyond what 
4 4 he truly was, and fo, by the beauty of his work, capti- 
" vate and delude the unwary multitude, who took him now 
" for a god, whom a little before they honoured but as man ; 
" and that >.thus men, fubjecft either to calamity or tyranny, 
4< did afcribe unto ftones and flocks the incommunicable 
name of God. 99 

Such were the caufes of idolizing dead men, tyranny to 
compel to it, immoderate affeflion to confent to it, and the 
exquifite Ikill of the workman to allure to it. That the Af- 
fyrians and Babylonians were, in a particular manner, obnox- 
ious to the firft of thcfe, muft appear by the hiftories of their 
feveral kings, who feem* at lead, to, have been as abfolute 
tyrants as were ever fuffered to live ; and that they did give 
into this error is plain, both by facred authors and prophane 
writers ; thefe lafl, for the moft part, aflerting, That the 
AJfyrians were the people that firft {hewed the example of it 
to others ; though that this was falfc, we have feen in the fai- 
ftory of the Syrians^ who before them deified their great 
kings B . 

However, it was an opinion, that Ninus was the firft Pul meant 
that fet up images to be worshipped, and particularly one to Belus. 
his father Belus and granted privileges and pardons to thofe 
who reforted to it. Who this Ninus fhould have been but 
Tiglath-pihfer, the fon of Pul, or Belus, in fcripture, w* 
know not, and therefore wc muft conclude, that Pul, and 
none other, was the firft that was Worfhipped in thefe paru 
as a god x , and that confequently he, who was the undoubted 
founder of the empires both of the AJfyrians and Babylonians? 
and none other, was the boafted Belus of the latter Babylonia 

c Ibid. ver. ij, 18, 19, 20, 21. u See Vol. II. p. 25;. 

VT Amir, in Epilt, adRoman.c. 1. * Sec before p. 186, (VSfy. 
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ans, Phoenicians and others, where the defcendants of his fa- 
mily extended the dominion he had founded. 

This Belus had a temple ere£ted to him in the city of Ba- 
bykn, and was revered as their primary god, he being the firfl: 
founder of all the JJJyrian and Babylonian grandeur, and 
fource of all the reverence and adoration claimed by his fuc'- 
celTors, both at Babylon and Nineveh. To hrm they erefled 
the tower we have formerly defcribed fo famous in all ages 
finee ; though it fhould feem, that the honour of this tower 
or temple was meant to be divided between him and the true 
God. This building, as we have obferved before,- confifted 
of eight towers raifed upon one another, and in the upper- 
moft was a bed magnificently fet forth, and a golden table 
near it, but no image was here * ; nor was any body fuffered 
to be here in the night but a particular woman, who, as the 
priefts gave out, was in an efpecial manner preferred by the 
god before all others (O). In this place they taught r that he 
was wont to come and repofe hirnfelf 2 ; fo that, according 
to this, they muft have held him to have been the fwpreme 
over all, the living and felf-fubfifting, who either could not 
be rcprefented, or would not bear fuch preemption in them 
as to offer at it. But beneath this there was another temple, 
where there was agigantic image of Jupiter, [Belus] all of 
gold, with a table before him of the fame metal; his throne 
was gold alfo, as was all the furniture about him j infomuch 
that the whole work was valued at 800 talents of gold a . 
This, it feems, was not the only ftatue in this temple ; for, 
we think, we read of another all of folid gold, and twelve 
cubits in height b ; but whether our author really defigns to 
defcribe two diftincT: idols, by giving the weight of the one, 
and the dimenfions of the other, or whether he gives the 

weight and dimenfions above as belonging to one and the 
fame, is not quite clear. 

However, this great Jupiter who, wc think, cannot 
poflibly be any other than the great Pul, or Belus, by being 
thus placed in fuboi dilution, as mould feem, to the great and 
fuprcme God, was exalted to the ufimoft height they could 
raife him ; for bv this thev muff, tn nil 



appearan 



y Heuodot. 1. 1. c. 180. z Idem ibid. c. 182. 
ibid. c. iS ?. L Idem ibid. 



Idem 



(O) The Balylouhini* it is plain, mull have taught of this invifi- 
ble God, and attributed to him what the Egyptians did to their god 
Cmph 1 65). 



(65) See Fol. I. p. 445 . 
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implied, that Belus^ or P«/, divided the empire of the uni- 
veffc with him, and that as he was Lord above, the other 
Was lord below ; that as the former was the God of heaven * 
the other was at leaft delegated god on earth, and invefted with 
all power here, by the immediate appointment of the invifi- 
ble ruler of all things. Thus the thing feems to have been 
by this account of the temple at Babylon (Pj, and as it i» 
perfaftly of a piece with their fuperftitious perfuafions, and a- 
greeable to wha* we may fafely conceive concerning this their 
firft warrior, we know not how to think otherwife; and 
wonder not at what has been fince exaggerated, concerning 
the age and pre-eminence of this great Be/us. 

As there were two gods in this temple and tower, there fbg two 
belonged to it alfo two altars ; they ftood without, one of altars, and 
gold of a moderate fize, and the other much larger ; upon the diffe- 
die golden altar none but fucking vi&irns might be facrificed c , rent facri- 
and on the great one none that were not full-grown d ; con-^« u t°* 
cerning which we leave the reader to make his own conjee- 
tures, only obferving, that as it was evidently two diftindt 
gods they facrificed to, the golden altar feems to have been 
devoted to the fupreme God, and the other to his fubordinate 
yupiter j for by the fucking victims they feem to have meant, 
that they peculiarly belonged to him as the nourifher of all 
things, and that the full-grown ones, being brought to the 
perfection he defigned them, he committed them to the care 
and government of his vice-gerent below, who therefore had 
none but full-grown creatures facrificed to him. But as here 

c Idem ibid. d Idem ibid. 

(P) It may be difputed, whether or no the Babylonians did not 
a&ua!Iy mean the fun, rather than God himfelf. We are told, they 
never reprefented the fun, or, at leaft, that the Syrians never did 
(66), who derived their religion from thefe people, concluding it 
ridiculous to reprefent what was fo glorioufly confpicuous(67 and 
we have fuppofed, that they fometimes paid adoration to the Am 
and moon immediately (68 * but it does not feem likely, that thefe 
Babylonians mould ever give it out, that the fun himfelf was wont 
to come and repofe himfelf upon the top of this tower, as we have 
feen ; they never could have perfuaded the people to that abfurdity ; 
fo that if they had not an immediate view to the great God, in 
thus leaving his temple free from images, they mull have defigned 
it for the intelligence of the fun, and that may , with them have 
amounted pretty much to the fame thing. 

(66) StiFol.ILp. 25*. (67) Ibid. (68) Ibid. p. 314. 

they 
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they plainly facrificed to them in diftin&ion of each, they at 
other times feem to have facrificed to them in common ; for 
the priefts reckoned, that they, every year, upon the great 
altar, burnt 100,000 -talents of fragrant libanotus this 
may feem to have been intended for them both, but that it 
may as likely have been intended as an acknowledgment from 
Be/us to the God above him, might be infifted on, fo far as 
it is pomble to be certain in things of fuch an ambiguous na- 
ture, were we a little fonder than we are of building upon 
conjecture. 

Such was the god Belus among the Babylonians, and fuch 
his temple and the rank he held in it ; but that he was the in- 
venter of the fideroal fcience, or of aftrology, as fome would f 
have it, muft: not be wondered at, after what has been attri- 
buted to his daughter-in-law S emir amis, as we have partly 
feen already g , and as we fliall fee farther in a more proper 
place. Nor muft this fame Belus, or Baal, be confounded 
with the others we read of in fcripture, before the rife of the 
Affyrian empire, as the Baal-peor of the Moa bites h , the Baa/ y 
or Moloch, of the Ammonites 1 ; the title fignifies lord with 
all thefe people, who, and particularly all fuch as are faid to 
have pa fed their feed through fire, meant thereby the fun, 
whofe heat being, as it were, the life of all things, they ac- 
counted the heat of fire to be facred ; which muft have been 
one of the firft docTxines of the Sabians in Chaldaa ( QJ, 
who, as we have faid, firft broached this error, and commu- 
nicated the fame, by degrees, to the nations round about. 
This appears by what we read of Abraham, who left his 
country, on the other fide of the Euphrates, for the idolatries 
of the land k , and, to avoid them, came into the land of 
Canaan, where he found the fentiments and practices of men 
more conformable to religion and the duties we owe to God ; 
for Melchifedec was then alive in Canaan, and filled the prieft 
of the moft high God and the people there were, for the 
moft part, in a ftate of purity in matters of religion, as all 
the nations about muft alfo have been m ; nay, in thefe days 
we do not find, that even Egypt was much, if at all, infected 

c Idem ibid. f Plin. Hift. Natur. I. 6. c. 26. * See be- 

fore p, 174. note (I). J» See Vol II. p. 82. 1 Ibid. p. 99. 

k Ibid. p. 3-6. & Vol. I. p. 291. not. (Y). 1 See Vol. II. p. 168. 

»' Sec- the religions of the Moabites, Ammonites, Miduiuites, lido- 

mifrs, &c. in Vol. II. Chap. 4. 

(Q) The religion of the Magians, who worshipped fire, was de- 
rived from the as we fliall obierve a little farther on in this 

feci ion. 

with 
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with idolatry ; fo that whatever die Greeks may pretend of 
the Egyptians^ that they brought idols and falfe gods into fafh- 
ion % die contrary appears by the book of Gene/is, which 
fuiSciently informs us, that while the country on the other 
fide of the Euphrates was thoroughly polluted with all abomi- 
nations, the countries on this fide were as yet ftrangers to 
them* Nothing then is plainer, than that all we have faid 
concerning the religion of the Moabites^ Ammonites, Midi* 
anittSy EdomiteSy Amale&ites, Canaanites, and Philijlines 9 
is only the old Sabian religion of the Chaldees ; fo that we 
fliall not here need to repeat what we have fo fully exhibited 
in thehiftories of thofe feveral nations. 

But- upon the building of Babylon by the Affyrians , the old 
religion, it feems, fell into fome difcredit, and efpecially the 
more inferior braiches of it ; nor can it well be doubted, 
but that if ever they had, before the days of Pul, deified any 
heroes, he muft have foared above them all, who could not 
properly be called the gods of the Babylonians before the city 
itfelf was built; for as much is granted by all authors, who 
fuppofe Belus to have been the immediate founder of the 
Affyrian greatnefs, and therefore deified ; but who this Be- 
lus was we may read in fcripture °, and be confirmed in a 
certainty thereof by Ptolemy's canon, and therefore we arc 
not to look fo far back as Nimrod, or any man elfe that lived 
a thoufand years or more after him. Hence it may appear, 
that by Bel, or Baal, the Babylonians underftood cither the 
fun, or their founder Pul 5 but whether or no they tranf- 
lated him into the fun, or whether they kept their planet- 
worfhip and their heroe-worfhip, fo diftincl: as never to con- 
found them with each other, may be pair our folution, and a 
point which might draw us into a ncedlefs length. 

The deity next in order to this feems to have been the s UC co f !i 
Venus of latter days in the weft, and that flie was no other Eenoth, 
than the goddefs Ajlarte of the Phoenicians, may be gather- the Affyri- 
ed moft evidently from what is to follow. Succotb Benoth an Venus, 
is mentioned as an idol of the Babylonians p , though it was 
apparently rather the fhrine, or fhrines of an idol belonging 
to fome deity we have fincc tranflated into the lafcivious god- 
defs Venus, for the import of the word is, the tabernacles of 
Jienoth, or, the tabernacles of the daughters 1, though there 
are thofe who render them, a tabernacle of wings r , and fup- 
pofe the idol itfelf to have been reprefentcd as a hen brooding 

"See Vol. I. p. 44.3. o See before p. 1 86, not. (W) 

f 2 Kings xvii. 30. '1 Vid. Seldkn de Dii* Syr. Synragm. z. 
c. 7. r Kxmch 1 Si Jarcmi, apud eund. ibid. 
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over her chickens, and that {he was defigned in honour of 
the conftellation, called vulgarly, the hen and chickens, but 
more learnedly the Pleiades •> but this a dream feemingly. 
It is more likely, that thefe tabernacles of the daughters were 
for Venus i whom the Babylonians called f Mylitta, fignifying 
Genetrix, or Mother, or Urania, as the Greeks will have it, 
and to this goddeft, the daughters of the country, or the wo- 
men, were, once in their life- time, bound to make a facri- 
fice of their modefty and virtue, a practice which will be 
found among the cuftoms of this people. And hence it is, 
that a very learned author c gathers her not only to have 
been our Venus, but hence it is alfo, that he derives the 
The Jeri- very name itfelf from Benoth, by changing the B for a V, 
<watiou of and the Theta for a Sigma, whence you will have Vents (R). 
the name This feems partly confirmed by an author, who feems to call 
pf Venus, her Binos » ; but particularly by what we are told of a city 

in Africa, called Sicca Venerea w , a name which feems to 
have been tranfported from Pboenice, and evidently formed 
from this Siccoth, or Succoth, Benoth ; and where there was 
a temple, where women were obliged to purchafe their mar* 
ri ace-money by the proftitution of their bodies *. Her tem- 
ples feem to have been fixed at this place, and at Aphac and 
at Babylon *, and may likewife have been eredted at other 
places ; but for the convenience of fuch as had not fjch a 
building dedicated among them, the priefts feem to have taken 
them into their coniiaeration, and to have carried frnall ta- 
bernacles, or models of the fevcral temples, upon their fhoul- 
ders, for the public emolument and their own gain fqr their 
labour. 

Both maf- 'This god, or goddefs, for fhe is underftood to have been 
euline and both Mars and Venus, though here placed fecond to Belus, is 
fevpnine. generally underitood to have been of much greater antiquity 

than the times wc are fure he lived in but this is upon a 
fuppofition, that the prophanc hiftoiians, poets, and mytho- 
logies are not out in the length of their computations, and 
hence you have an argument of her antiquity deduced from 

{ He robot. 1. i. c. 131. 1 Ski. den d« Diis Syr. Syntagm. 
i.e. 7. 11 Su 1 dak, ad voccm. w Valhr. Maxim. I. z. c. 

0. * Idem ibid. y See Vol. 11. p. 311. not. (^N). z Herodot. 

1, 1 C. KJO. 

(R) Vojpus (69) fubferibes to tins, firxcr, in his additamenta to 
StLit'i, dilpute& it, though with do great ilreogth of argument. 
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the words of Mfchylus % who calls Phoenicia the land of 
Aphrodite, or Venus, to which the fcholiaft fubjoins, that fo 
it was called, becaufe it was facred to her on the account of 
Byblus and Libanus, where ftoud her temple at Aphac ; 
jbut thi? may be no very great argument to prove it > for if 
the Ajjyrians, whence the Phoenicians had her, are not fo 
very antient as pretiended, this deity muft be deprived of the 
veneration conceived for it on account of its years. Though 
the date of this idol will not much depend upon the rife of 
the AJfyrian, or Babylonian empire, if it was a ftar they meant 
by this Venus \ for we have already obferved, that thi Chal- 
dees, as they are called, worfhipped the ftars by images be- 
fore they confecrated the AJfyrian Belus, or perhaps any other 
mortal man 5 fo that it may be worth the while juft to en- 
quire, whether or no this idol was really defigned to repre- 
fent fome ftar from among the hoft of heaven, or fome wo- 
man who may have been preferred to deification, for reafons, 
in thofe days, thought meritorious ? or whether, as in the 
cafe of Baal, both a planet and a perfon may have been 
intended, and reciprocally tranflated into each other ? 

We have feen, by fome parallel circumftances, that fhe 
was, to all appearance, the fame with the Phoenician AJlarte, 
and we fhall produce feveral others, to confirm the fame, in 
the courfe of this fubject. In the mean time, to begin with 
this Bcnoth, from whom the whole tribe of great goddefles 
feem to be derived ; She is called the celeftial Venus, and 
faid to have been firft of all worfhipped by the Ajfyrians c , 
whereby, though our author, it is more likely, means the 
Syrians, properly fo called, we fhall plainly difcover, that 
the former were the firft authors of this worfhip, and trans- 
mitted it to the latter. This goddefs was of both iexes, and A ritt in 
accordingly it was the cuftom to worfhip her fometimes in the thenuorjbip 
habit of a man, and fometimes in the habit of a woman d , °f the Af- 
the men and women mutually changing drcflcs with each fyrian or 
ther% whence it is fuppofed, that Mofes forbids f the woman Babylom- 
to wear what pertaineth to the man, or a man to put on a an VcnU:> - 
woman s garment. According to this, the worfhip of this 
planet, or idol, muft have been of very antient date ; and 
that the words of the text before us, are meant of this mode 
of worfhipping, is unJcrftood by Maimonides * who obferves 
that in the book of magic, compofed by one 6V////V, as lie is 

* In Supplicib. * See Vol. II. p. 311, note, (N). <= Pac- 

san. in Attic. li Vid. Sli.de n dc Diib Syr. Synt.igm. 2. c. 4. 

r Vid. eund. ibid. 1 Dcutcron. xxii. 5. t Jn More Nevoch. 
part II I. c. 3$. 
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corruptly h called, it is written, that a man fhould put on 
the flowered garments of a woman, when he ftood before 
the ftar called Venus, and that a woman fhould put on the 
arms and armour of a man, when fhe ftood before the ftar 
called Mars 1 ; and hence the AJfyrian priefts are faid k to 
have been unfit to wait on the goddefs Venus, except they 
effeminated their countenance, and aflumed all the foftnefs 
and drefs of a woman. And hence a Greek author 1, who 
calls her the moon, fays, that the men facrificed to her in 
the habit of a woman, and the women in the habit of a man, 
and the reafon, becaufe fhe was both mafculine and feminine ; 
whereby it is plain, that it is this AJfyrian Venus he means, 
though, being tranflated into Greece, he may not exactly have 
meant the fame. That this Uranian or celeftial Venus of the 
Affyrians was the moon, cannot be doubted, by the rank fhe 
holds next to Bel, or the fun ; and that fhe was fo, will be 
immediately feen by what we certainly know of her, under 
other names ; and that fhe was of both fexes, will appear at 
plain by the fame evidence. For to bring her nearer to us, 
we fhall find fhe was the fame with the Syrian goddefs. 
She is the This Syrian goddefs, as we have her defcribed to us, and 
fame with by her rites, was no other than the celeftial Venus of the Af 
the great fyrians. She was called funo, and the ftatue of her was 
Syriangod- contrived fo as to partake of Minerva y Venus, Luna, Rhea, 
d*J s * Diana, Nemefis, and the Dejlinies, as if fhe included them 

all, and that fo fhe did has been fufficiently proved by very 
great men m . She was drawn, or fupported, by lions, fhe 
had rays on her head, and a tower, and was girt with the 
ceftus, or girdle of the celeftial Venus and as fhe was con- 
trived to be the fource of all idolatry, in honour of the fe- 
male fcx ; fo we find her to have been equally honoured 
by Egyptians, Indians, Ethiopians, Medes, Armenians, and 
Babylonians °, who all came in pilgrimage to this mighty god- 
defs of Hicrapolis, or the Holy City, which, in this refpefl, 
feems to have luccceded the city of Babylon, whence fhe had 
been chafed by the Per funis. Her eunuch priefts, who took 
on them the habit and offices of women p , declare her 
to have been one and the fame with the AJfyrian My- 
litta , and the Babylonians, who, among others, are faid to 
have paid liberal contributions to her, abundantly confirm it. 

h Vid. Pu i.DJ-; n, ubi fup. 1 Ma i mon i d . ubi fup. k Jul. 

Firm ic.c. -j . 1 Phi loch or. apud Maokod. Saturnal. 1. 3. 

c. 8 n » Vid. Lil. (JrRALD.de Diis Gent Selden, de 

DKs Syr. Vo!.s de Uo'olat. 11 See Vol. II. p. 258. o Ibid, 
p. 200. f Ibid. 
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If then it appears, that this great Syrian goddcfs was no She is the 
fcther than the celeftial Venus of the AJfyrians, the fame will fame<with 
as evidently appear of the Phoenician Ajiarte. We have the A ft arte 
feenher the §>ueen of heavenly the Moon, Lucifer, Juno,°fj he?ha: - 
Venus, Minerva, and Io r , and married to an AJJyrian f . mcians ' 
We have feen her the luftful goddefs c , and the warlike 
deity. u , and accordingly adrefled to under both fexes ; nor need 
we cite the monftrous effeminacies of the men at Aphac w, or 
the impudent and mercenary proftttution of the women at 
Byblus x , to prove, that the one is in general a very faith- 
ful copy of the other ; for as to the proftitution of the wo- 
men in particular, it muft be confefTed to owe its origin 
to an infamous cuftom, among the AJfyrians and Babylonians, 
to be mentioned hereafter. 

Nor fhall we find, that the Atargatis, or Dcr.etoV of She is the 
the proper Pale/line in general, or of Afcalonin particular, was fame with 
any other than the Babylonian or Affyrian V znus. For al- Derceto of 
though (he is made diftindr. from the great Venus, and is faid Afcalon. 
to have undergone her difpleafure, and in confequence of that 
to have fuffered a metamorphofis into a fiuh z ; the worfhip 
that was paid to that animal, under the eye of the great god- 
defs at Hierapolis, declares her to have been the fame ; and 
this is not conjecture only, for Atargatis is faid to have been 
worftiipped at Hierapolis, by a very judicious author a , who, 
in fo faying, moft evidently confounds her with the Syrian 
goddefs, and makes them one and the fame. Nor is he 
lingle in this, for others b do the fame, and particularly one c , 
who calls her the mother of the gods, and Ajiarte, and the 
Hierapolitan, or Affyrian goddefs. In lhort, Atargatis was 
alfo Venus, and Juno, and Minerva, and the Syrian goddefs «, 
and confequently the celeftial Venus of the AJJyrians. That 
flic muft, at the fame time, have been Ajiarte, wc need 
fay ; but that we may depend as little upon probability as we 
can, we have an author c who fays, that the Syrians ahftained 
from fifh, in regard to the rites of Ajiarte ; fo that wc ice 
her the fame goddefs tranfported from the banks of the Eu- 
phrates, into which flie is faid fnftto have plunged hcrlcli, to 



1 Ibid. p. 309. r Ibid. p. 310, (L\ 1 Ibid, p 10", 

note (K). 1 Ibid. p. 316. 11 Ibid. p. 310, nor. ( M . w jiml. 

p 316. * Ibid. p. 315. * Ibid. p. i ^. : Ihiil. 

a Sr h abo, 1. 16. p. 748. b PtiN. 11 iit. Natur. 1 ; c. : ,. 
c Macrob. in Saturn. I. i.e. " Vid. Sl-ldkn, ubi uij: 

f Artemidor. apud cund. ibid. 
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efcape the fury of the inexorable Typbon s ($) ; and but juft 
varied fo as to give each particular country the honour of 
having an original of its own. So the Syrians, who feem to 
have received her firfr, and were neareft to the place of her 
native abode, preferved her, it is likely, in the moft genuine 
form ; the Phcenura who were next, altered her no farther 
than to make her a Phoenician ; and the Pbili/iines, or Af- 
calonites, who were a little farther off, that they might make 
her their own alfo. turn her into a moniler, woman upwards 
and rim downwards g , and rather than not have her their own, 
are willing to allow her to have been in fubordination to fome 
other goddefs, who had power over her to the degree of chaf- 
tiiing her by a change from her firft fhape h . 

It appears then, that all this adoration to this various god- 
defs came from AJJyria and Babylonia, and that it was eftab- 
hmed in thefe countries by the prevailing might of thofc two 
potent empires, who fucceflively fubjugated all thefe parts ; 
and while they flourifhedj it is likely, they maintained a flrict 
uniformity of worfhip and tradition among them \ but thefe 
empires being abolifhed by the Per/ians, who had an averfion 
to all this Sabiamfm, each of them forgetful of the fource 
whence thev derived their fu perflations, claimed them as pe- 
culiar to thcmfclves, and new modelled them accordingly. 
Is ■worfiip- And now it may not be amifs to inquire, how far the 
pea as Sc- tradition of Semiramis qua J rates with what we are told of 
miramii. this goddefs ; as alfo, whether or no we cannot from thence 

make it out, thit flic, as well as the moon, the earth, or 
any other fubject, mav have been adored as- the celeitial Ve- 
nus, or Syrian goddefs. Her prefence in the temple at Hiera- 
polis 1 is as frrong an argument as any, that the fuperftition 
there migrated from Babylon \ and her inferior degree * there, 
will ar^ue nothing againft her original fuperiority, if it be 
re;nembrL'<l, that this temple was rebuilt by Str atonic e 1 the 
wife of /lafiochiis Safer, who may have had fome pique to 
the memory of Sehi'ramis, whom flie may have remembred 
with envy, and therefore refolved to degrade her ; if it may 
not rather be attributed to the fenfclefs caprice, or fome ftrange 

1 Ma \ 1 f.. Allrononi. iv. {: See before, p. 158. and in the 
nn:c, w.vA. h >ce before, ibid. 1 See Vol. II. p. 258. 

Ibid. p. J"jo. 1 See Vol. II. p. 510, note (M). 

T'J We fee licre TxpLon introduced into the Babylonian mytholo- 
jm , ! iicti'.'jj \\:. w\\ an Fi'\p:.\/K ; but we may perceive by fome 
p.it.illrl ciiami I mee-, that thei»* was no very wide difference bc- 
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inconfiftence with relation to this AJfyrian heroine, whom 
they might fome how or other, and in fome cafes, make 
inferior to herfelf. Thefe are points not for us to dive into. 

Thus much is certain, we fhall in the tradition of 6V 
miramis find fo many circumftances to make us believe fhe 
was worfhipped as the fupreme goddefs of the Babylonians^ 
that few will hefitate, perhaps a moment to be of this opinion. 
We have feen her born of a goddefs at Afcalon^y who, for the 
fhame of conceiving her, plunged herfelf into a lake, and 
became a fifh n ; and hence fifh are (aid to have been wor- 
fhipped, though indeed not fo much upon her own account, 
as fhould feem, as on account of her mother Derceto, or 
AtargatiSy who underwent this transformation. We have 
feen her miraculoufly fed by doves or pigeons in a defert °, 
and hence that bird became facred ; hence it fhould fecm, 
and from other fabulous circumftances it is, that you have 
the dove from the land of Affyria We have feen it pre- 
dicted, that (he fhould not die, but vanifh from the fight 
of men, and obtain divine honours from the Aftatic nations*. 
We have feen it was pretended, that {he made her exit in the 
form of a dove, and that fhe went off attended by a flight of 
them r ; and hence another reafon is given why the dove be- 
came facred. " We have feen her the abandoned proftitute r, 
and the martial heroine c ; and hence fhe may have been the 
celeftial Venus adored under both fexes, and the Phoenician 
AJlarte^ now painted in arms u , and now reprefented as tho 
patronefs of lewdnefs and effeminacy w . In fhort, we have 
feen her the firft that made eunuchs * ; and hence we may 
have the origin of the eunuch priefts, or Galli, who attended 
upon the Syrian goddefs Y ; which was certainly more the cafe 
than what is pretended in the idle ftory of Ccmhabus and Stra- 
tonice % who, being wife to one of the Sclcucid<r, lived fome 
hundreds of years after S emir amis + and who, as we have fug- 
geftcd above, may have affected to raifc herfelf upon the de- 
preffion of this great Babylonian queen, who is laid even to 
have firft built the temple at Hierapslis which though 
it is certainly falfe, may yet argue the tradition to have been, 
that fhe was meant by the celeftial Venus^ or the Syrian god- 
defs, and that fo fhe was mult appear fiill further, by her be- 

m See before, p. I 11 Ibid. ° Sec before, p. 158, 1 

p See before in the note.';, p. 1 l l See before, p if 0 1 See 

before, p. 174. 1 See bffore, p. if 18. 1 See befwre, p. ittz. 

u See Vol. II. p 315, j 16. w Ibid. * Se * befm<\ 

p. 17. |, at the end of r.o:c (IF). y Set- Vol li. p. i*.n. 

'* Ibid. * \ id. \ ("1%. dr idVlouitr. I. .1. p. y^'l. 



The Hijlory of the Babylonians. 



Book I. 



ing dire&ly called Rhea b , Nemcfts c ? and the like, if there 
could be any neceffity further to inculcate this opinion, after 
fuch variety of corroborating evidence. 

Upon the whole, we think it ielf-evident to conclude, that 
the celeftial Venus of the AJfyrians? the AJlarte of the Phoe- 
nicians , and the Derceto? or Atargatis of the latter Philif 
tines were all derived from S emir amis? or whatever elfe her 
true name was, the firft Babylonian foundrefs ; who feems to 
have been tranflated into the bright and various §hteen of 
Heaven? the moon ; as Belus? or Pul? the firft AJfyrian mo- 
narch, was into the fun ■? and that whatever the mythologifts 
and allegoricians may pretend by explaining all this worfhip 
into an adoration of the univerfe, or nature, or the earth, or 
any other element, which is what we are very ready to grant 
them, and what we may profefTedly treat of in the my- 
thology of the Greeks-) as we have partly already in the theo- 
logy of the Egyptians > yet nothing is more certain, than 
that all the Jupiters and Juno's? and the reft who are fup- 
pofed to have been once mortal, or converfant here on earth, 
are all derived from this fource, and that on this AJfyrian or 
Babylonian foundation the whole fuperftructure of the Greek 
polytheifm and idolatry was raifed. For the Greeks had their 
religion from the Phoenicians partly, and partly from the 
Egyptians? who had theirs originally from the banks of the 
Euphrates and Tigris? as may be pretty clearly gathered 
from the apparent religious ftate of the countries on this and 
that fide of the Euphrates in the days of Abraham? as we 
have hinted before. The Egyptians feem in time, indeed, to 
have creeled a fyftem of their own, though not very widely 
different from the Babylonian? as any body that will compare 
them together will at the firft glance perceive. The Phoe- 
nicians? who had equally communication with the two na- 
tions, feem to have mixed the variations in each together, 
and wc have plainly feen, that they worshipped what 
the Babylonians worfhipped, what had been impofed on 
them by the tyranny of that empire ; in fhort, AJlarte? 
who, as we have proved as plain as things of this nature 
can be proved, was the ecleftial Venus of the Babylonians^ 
was alio ab plain the Egyptian goddefs Ifis e . And indeed 
there was hardly any difference as to the main points 
between the religion of thofe two great and antient 
nations, who being in court ant rivalfhip with each other, 

'* See before in the notes, p. [75. c Vid. Jos. Sr a mg. in 

animadverf. a See Vol i. p. 4 15, k c Vol. 11. p. 309, 
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and emulous of furpaffing each other, you thence have the 
feeming differences between them in religious matters, the 
Egyptians particularly contending the honour of antiquity * 
and fan£Hty with the Babylonians, though by the Mofaic 
hiftory they mqft yield to thefe laft 5 nor is there any difcre- 
pancy between their great and favourite gods, but barely in 
the names they have conferred on them, to evince them re- 
ciprocally their own. Nor is there any thing plainer than that 
there was, in the main, a perfect uniformity between all the 
nations on both fides of the Euphrates, as to the fundamentals 
of their religion ; and confequently, if we fix the place whence 
they were branched, which we think we have done, we have, 
at the fame time, a clue at hand to guide us through the im- 
menfe labyrinth of heathenifm and idolatry : But for want of * 
this certain ftand to take the furvey from ; for want of a due 
attention to the natural progrefs of idolatry, but efpecially by 
nol accommodating the fabulous writings of prophane writers 
to the tenor of fcripture, which plainly points out to us, who 
were the firft great AJfyrians or Babylonians that were deified 
and tranflated ; our mythologifts have rambled backwards to 
Noah, and Nimrod, and the whole tribe of the poftdiluvian 
patriarchs, to difcover in them what is defigned more parti- 
cularly for mortal men, who lived many and many ages after 
them , whereby they have moft ftrangely perplexed this part 
of learning, which would be full intricate enough without 
this help towards making it the more fo, and, what is worfe, 
have caftan impenetrable mift upon the firft days of prophane 
hiftory, which moft certainly is fabulous, and quite fo, if we 
make a very few exceptions, till about the firft rife of the 
Babylonian empire, in the reign of Jofiah king of Judab. 
For not only the art or method of writing a regular hiftory 
was not difcovered, or at leaft praftifed, as fhould feem, till 
the days of Herodotus, who lived in about the middle of the 
Perfian ampire ; but the gods of all thefe nations being fup- 
pofed to have been once mere men, and no more, the priefts 
and others had no way to derive a depth of veneration for 
them, but by making them antient and fabulous, and by that 
means removing them as far as poflible from the then race of 
mankind. If we had no other inftance of this than Sancho- 
niatbo's Phoenician hiftory f , it would be abundantly fufHcient 
to juftify us in what we fay ; and if we had no other example 
of this afTedtation than that of the Syrians in the days of Jo- 
fephus, who, in thofe days boaftcd of the antiquity of their 
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great god A 'dad who was one of their deified kings g , who, at 
mod did not live above 901 years before Cfcrift h ; it might 
be deemed enough, for our purpofe. And here we cannot 
but note a common inaccuracy, even in the moft learned, 
who, inattentive to the hiftory of the antient empire of Syria y 
Adad not fuppofe this A dad to have been an AJfyrian or Babylonian 
froperly a d c jry>, an< j only, as fhould feem, becaufe he is in prophane 
Baby to- aut hors called an AJJyrian^ forgetting, that the name of AJJyria 
man city. extcm j ec j jtfc]f over all Syria and the adjacent parts He was 

then, to all appearance, no Babylonian deity, bu* one who had 
been tranflatcd into the heavens by the antient Syrian s y and, 
as fhould feem, revived again after the deftrudtion of the Babylo- 
nian empire, whofe new gods muft have brought him into dif- 
rdit 1, not only as having proved too weak for the gods of the 
AJfyrians and Babylonians y but alfo as being a ftranger to the 
people tranfplanted into thefe parts ,n , in the room of the 
hilt inhabitants, by the fucceflbrs of Pul; though fome how 
or other received again into veneration, as we have obferved 
before n . However, Adad was alfo the fun as well as Bel> or 
Baal, O fir is and others. And this is what we have thought 
necefiary to premife preparatorily to what we (hall hereafter 
have to fay of the Greek mythology, and which we have on 
purpofe deferred, till we came to this place, as the moft pro- 
per for a rcfearch of this nature. 
fijhes and To return to our celeftial Venus^ or Syrian goddefs, or 
dovesivor' Ajlarte, or Derccto y or Semiramis, we find, that fifhes 0 and 
Jhipped, doves p were peculiarly facred to her ; and whence this fu- 
ana pertrition took birth we have partly feen in the metamorphofis 

nvbaice. of Dercete % and the birth, education, and apotheofis of Sc- 

?nira?nis r , and we have feen, that both at Afcalon f and Hi- 
erapolis 1 they were equally revered fo that they may well 
deferve to be confidered as deities with this people, and are 
feemingly fo allied to tiiis great and multiplied goddefs, that 
though we have fome other deities of this nation, who may 
deferve to take place of them, we have not been able to fepa- 
rate thun from their great miftrefs. As for fifties in particu- 

*See Vol. II. p. 285 (X), & p. 310 (K J. * Ibid. p. 279 

in the margin. 1 Vid. Lyl. Gyiuld. Hift Deor. Sllden, 

de Diis. Syris. Vo'sius, de Idololatr. k See before, p. 123, (B ;. 
1 See Vol. II. p. 2cc. & fcq. 111 See before, p. 191, note. (D). 

■ Sec before in the notes, p 2 34, (M). °See before, p. 133. 
P See before, ibid. 4 See before, p. 1 q8. 1 See before, 

p. 174. f Sc« before, p 15*. 1 See Vol. II. p. 257, & 

lai', 
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]ar ? they are faid to have been revered by the Syriarts^ or the 
AJJyrians rather, not only on account of the metamorphofis 
above u , but alfo becaufe they were faid to have faved one 
Derce^ [Derceto] a daughter to Venus , who happened to fall 
into the fea w , or becaufe fhe took refuge among the fifh 
when fhe fled from Typhon x . It is faid, that Venus and Cu- 
pid being in Syria on the banks of the Euphrates^ the giant 
Typhon came fuddenly upon them, and made them jump into 
the river, and take on them the form of fifhes to fave them- 
felves r 5 in fhort, Venus and Cupid arc faid to have been 
tranflated into the zodiacal fign called Ptfces 2 ; fuch were the 
reafons given why they not only abftained from fifh, butw'or- 
fhipped them likewife. As for doves, they feem to have 
been worfhipped as fymbols only of luft and fondnefs, which 
made up part of their goddefs's character (T) ; but of thefe 
we have faid enough in this place *. 

Salambo^ as fhe is called b , was alfo a goddefs of the Ajfy- Salambo 
rians or Babylonians , and is plainly Aft arte <> or any other of 
the goddefles whom we have fhewn to have been the fame 
with her ; but we particularly mention Aftarte^ becaufe this 
Salambo , or Salambas^ is faid to have been a demon, or god- 
defs, who was eternally roaming up and down, and mourn- 
ing her loft Ado?iis c y fo that we need add nothing farther con • 
cerning her. 

Shach^ Saca^ or Sejbachy is another god, or goddefs, of Shefliach. 
the Babylonians^ as ufually reckoned d , and fuppofed to have 
been the earth, and to have been the fame the Romans after- 

* See before, p. 158. w Thf.on. apud GyrAld. Hift. 
Deor. Syntagm. 1, p. 8; x Ma nil. ubi fup. r Dio- 

cknet. apud Hvcik. in Aftronom. 3 Vid. Voss. de Idolol. 
J. z. p. 254. a Seebefore,p. 133, 1^9, note (P), & p. 1 74, note (T). 
» Hea ych. apud Sjrldk n, & Alios, Juymol. Magn. ad vocenv. 
c Etyraol. Magn. ibid. d Vid. Voss. Sllden, &c. 

(T) This goddefs is faid to have bc^n produced from a vail egp-, 
which being rolled out of the water by the fifh of the Eup/j/ rUt:*, 
was hatched by a dove who fat thereon (70). This mull Lie the 
priinigenial egg, mentioned by lhlladius (71) ; and according to 
this, our great goddefs mult have been the fabulous O antics (72), 
concerning which we have nothing to repeat. To animadvert up- 
on fo llrange an inconfillency, as this feems to have been, or to at- 
tempt to reconcile the JJJyriajt goddefs into the fame with Cannes, 
may be a fruitlcfs talk. 

(7°) Nigid. apu.L Vo(T. dclloU. L 2. p. 254.. (71) S\-<r Vol. I. p. 

184. (7O Ibid. 

Vol. IV. M k wards 
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wards worlhipped under the names of Tellus and Ops % and 
it fo, (he was partly the fame with Mylitta^ or the Syrian 
goddefs, whom we have already feen unuer the title of Rhea r 
and the mother of the gods *, in whom all thefe titles and 
imaginary deities are faid plainly to have centered. However, 
there is fome doubt, whether or no file may riot be more pro- 
perly a Perjian goddefs than a Babylonian ; though that flie 
was the latter, may appear to fktisfadtion from the prophet * - r 
who cails Babylon the Jan J of Sb.jbach, before the Perjians 
arofe to any thing like the height ti.ev afterwards did ; and at 
a time when Ba ylor, to all appearance, had difdained to 
have received any tiling of this nature fom them. In com- 
memoration of this goade's, the Babylonians were wont to ce- 
lebrate a feitival for feveral days together, which we fhall 
take notice of among the cuftoms of this people, and which 
confefTedly gave birth to the Saturnalia at Rome, 

Nebo, or Naboj was alfo an AJfyrian or Babylonian deity', 
ISebo. anc j hj s name i s 0 f ten compounded in thofe of the AJfyrian and 

Babylonian kings k : he therefore may be concluded to have 
once been in high account with them, and bids fair to have 
been one of their moft antient gods. He is thought to have 
been the Chemojh^ or the Baal-peor y of the Moabites y and ac- 
cordingly we have formerly mentioned him in the religion of 
Moab l , and faid almoft as much of him as we know. However, 
we have to add, that by the prophet he is joined with Bel w , 
and fuppofeu generally to have been the fun ; and therefore 
may have been prior to this latter, whom we have afTerted to 
have been the deified Pul, the firft AJfyrian n , who may, by 
the vkiffitude of things, have taken place of him ; though 
there are oihcrs who are of another mind, and conceive, that 
by their being joined together, we are rather to underftand 
him to have been defigne i for the moon °, Bel being, for 
certain, known to have flood for the fun, concluding in to be 
a fenfelefs tautology to mention the fame deity, at ihe fame 
time under different names; fo that, inltead of fuppofing him 
to have been one with Be/ 9 we are rather to conch. dv. him to 
have been the fame with Mylitta he great goddefs \ but this 
may appear a weak iir^usncnt iO thole wh > perceive how apt 
thefe people, and all tii.it followed them, were to multiply 

e \Vi M.KT upon Dan. x 16. f Sec before p. zS^ t 8cfcq. K Vid. 
Sk i dj.n, tic Diis Syr. Symapm. z. h Jcrem. xxv. 26. to 41. 

' ilai. xivi. 1. k Seebcfoie, p. 143. 1 Sec Vol. II. p. 8a. 
»« Jxai. ubi (up. " Sec before, p. itfO, note (VV). ° ViJ. 
Vos5. do Idololat. 

one 
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one and the fame god into many -> and efpecially if it be recol- 
lected, by what fteps fabianifm or idolatry advanced among 
thefe apparently firft founders of it, and how, by degrees, it 
began from the hoft of heaven till it degenerated, if we 
ufe the expreffion, into the adoration of men ; till a full ftop 
feems to have been put to this practice^ in honour of the 
great Affyrian and Babylonian family, who muft, for very 
Uxong reafons fuggefted formerly p , have eclipfed all that 
went before them $ fo that nothing need prevent our fuppo- 
Zing Nebo to have been worfhipped as the fun before the rife 
of Pu/ 9 to whom he may, according to the fantaftic theology 
of this people, have been accounted inferior afterwards. This 
Nebo fcems to have been famous as an oracle, his name be- 
ing interpreted as fignifying prophecy or divination 1 j but all 
this, and whatever elfe may be advanced concerning him, is 
too pJpably obfeure for us to dilate on ; all we know for 
certain, is that he was fome god of the Babylonians. 

However, if true it be that he was the fame with Che- Sardana- 
mo/b, or Baal-peor, or Phegor^ and if what is faid of the ob- P a ^ us * 
fcene rites of this god r be juft, we have a feemingreafon to aflert, 
that the famous, or, as the common tradition goes, infamous 
Sardanapalus took the place of this fhamelefs idol, in the latter 
days of the AJfyrian family ; and that, to all appearance, 
the Babylonians converted him into this god, when they de- 
ftroyed the city of Nineveh y and extirpated the kings there, 
for that he was a god of theirs is evident enough, by the 
place given him in the fame temple with rhe Babylonian Venus 
at Hiefcipolisj the Holy City f . We find him there in a par- 
ticular habit and attitude c , but whether or no this attitude was 
the fame we have formerly mentioned u , it is certain, dial 
by the traditionary character of him and as it is likely, 
that all the kings of AJfyria to a man were deified after their 
death, he may very well have ferved for a god of beaftlinefs 
and fenfuality. And this is plainly underftood by the com- 
mon way of fpclling his name, for the mod part in antienr 
manufcripts, which write him Sardanapallus witii a double 
L x , and fa mingly with an obfeene intention, for Phallus^ 
or P alius 1 fignifics the privities of a man \ aiyJ hence Cicero 
pronounces y , he was not more odious for his chaiactcr 
than this name ; and the Prisip which flood near him % in 

p See before in the preceding chapter, pa£i/n. *3 H 1 1 n n s y m . 
in Efai. in loc. fupr. citat 1 See Vol. I J p. 82. 1 Ibid. p. 
259. 1 Ibid. 11 See before, p. 179, note (O). v - See be- 
fore p. 178, 179. * Vid. Jo.s. Sc. a li c. Animadverf. ad Grxe. 

Euskjj. p. 6.J. * De Rcpub. I. iii. * See Vol. XI. p 2.77. 

K k 2 if*. 
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the temple of Hierapolis, may have been intended for him $ 
for as there were confefTedly two ftatues of Semiramis in this 
temple % the fame may have been with regard to Sardana- 
pallus, as we will for this once write him. 
Rach. Other gods the Babylonians and AJfyri an s had, as Rach\ 

who is generally thought to have been intended for the fun, 
and therefore we may clafs him under the great Put, or Be- 
lusy who, as we have feen, was fubftituted for the fame. 
But a difpute may take place, whether or no he was a deified 
man or fome intelligence, as for example, that of the fun ; 
and if this latter be the cafe, he muft be removed higher up, 
as he muft have been much more antient than Be/us. This 
we leave to the reader, for there is nothing particular befides 
related of him. 

Nego, and Nego'c and Nergal d were alfo gods of this people, if they 

Nergal. were not one and the fame ; but as they are generally agreed 

to have been worshipped as fire, we forbear further mention 
of them, till we come to the religion of the Magians. 

Merodach Merodach c alfo was a god at Baby/on \ but who or what 

he was, is quite in the dark to us. 

In a word, we may call in the gods of the feveral nations, 
whofe hiftories precede in this work, to complete the lift of 
the Babylonian idols ; for they are confefTedly fprung from 
the city of Babylon ; and hence it is, that Maimonides, in 
fpcaking of the death of Tbammuz, who was flain a martyr to 
the Saiian religion, relates, That all the idols of the world 
flew to the great temple of the fun at Babylon^ and there 
mourned the death of Tbammuz f ; fo that we fhall not here 
need to repeat what we have fpoken fo largely to already. 

Thus wc have feen, that the great Jupiters y and other 
goJs arid goddeiles of mortal origin, arc to be derived from 
the banks of the Euphrates and Tigris^ and that inftead of 
being fo antient as mythologifts and hiftorians make them, 
they began not above 771 years before the birth of Chriit a- 
mong the Ajjyrians^ who firft erected themfelvcs into what 
wc call a monarchy; as is by all confefl'ed, though falfely, 
for the moft part, related. 

j.. Ti-ik Sabidns^ as well as the Maglans, had a veneration 

tir\K3i- ^ r £^ therefore we might here conlider them in that 

light, did wc not rciervc that fubject for the fc&ion where 
w fhuli fpeak of the Magian religion, in the hiftory of the 
Pt'rfuuis. 

2 Ibid. p. 258. '» Vid. Wn.r et ubi fup. Si i.n. de Diis 
Syr . vSymagin. 11 c. 1:. c Vid. Eolil. ibid. ll See before, 
p. 132. c Ibid. p. i.j 3. 1 See V ol. IJ. p. 318, 
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The ftory of Bel and the Dragon f might here claim to, 
be confidereJ, were we not affured that die whole is fpurious. 
We have therefore only to add, that by the Dragon here we 
ihould underftand a Serpent , or jffp h, which the Babylonians 
ufed as the fymbol of God, for which they had feveral rea- 
fons to give, as that this creature without the affiftance of 
limbs, and by a kind of vertue or power latent within himfelf, 
could not only move [ at a confiderable rate, but ajfo wind 
and turn himfelf into various forms ; that he lived to a great 
age, and, as it were, renewed his lift with his coat every 
year ; and that the acutenefs of his fight might aptly enough 
cjualifie him to reprcfent divine providence, or God k . Other 
reafons were given for this ferpent- worfhip both by the Baby- 
lonians and the Egyptians^ but we wave them, and fhall only 
obferve, that thefe fame people revered the fame -reptile as 
the fymbol of health and of prudence, no_t forgetting aIfo f 
that they made him the emblem of fraud ! . 

As the Babylonians were hardly at all different in religion 
from the Egyptians^ but in many articles concurred with 
them, and particularly in the adoration they paid to fifhes m , 
fo in other points of worfhip they were the fame with each 
other. The goat they worshipped as well as the Mendcfians * jp- a* 
in Egypt , and for the fame reafons ; and the onion, as mean 0f jf 
an object as it may feem, was confidered with a religious 
eftcem by both the nations °, and for a reafon, it is moft 
likely, wc have already given p . 

Their god Thurras^ Thourias^ or Mars, we have fpoken 
to already* 1 > and now refer the reader for the religious rites 
and ceremonies of this people, befides what we have obferved 
here, and mail relate hereafter, to what wc have faid of the 
kind in the religion of the Moabites^ Ammonites^ Midianitcsy 
Canaanites^ Syrians , Phoenicians and AJJyrians* 

W e have a general view given us of their temples, their 
idols, and their pricfts, in the epiftle of Jeremy r . Their ^ 
idols were of gold, and filvcr, and wood, and carried about ^J s * *.[ °. i% 
in proceffion, with niiltitudes attending them before and be- p nt J s - 
hind, and worlhipping them. They were crowned, and 
cloathed in purple, and befmeared with the fmoke of in- 
cenfe, though they were carefully wiped and cloathed 



Their trrn- 



they wanted it. Their temples were full of fmoke and duft, 

B In the Apocrypha. h See Vol.! p. 457. * Ibid. * Vid. 
Voss de Idololatr. 1. 9. p 233. 1 Vid. eund. ibid. See 
Vol L p. 446. "Ibid. p. 453. ° h\.\. xa nd. ah Aj .r. xand. 
1. 6. p See Vol. I. p. 460. * See before, p. 175, note >. K). 
r Baruch vi. pajfim. 
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raifed and caufed by the numerous refort of votaries ; and 
their priefts to>k care of themfelves. They would fometimes 
maice free with the gold and iilver prefented to their gods, 
and either keep it for themfelves, or beftow it upon lewd 
proftitutes, whj were accounted faired. Whatever was of- 
fered a facrifice to their gods, they were wont to emoezzle, 
and appropriate to themfelves, and cioa.h their wives and 
children with the garments that had been git en to adorn their 
idols. In return for this, they were fure to light up numbers 
of tapers and candles to their images, and to lit in the tem- 
ples with their beards and their heads clofe (haven, and un- 
covered, and with garments rent and torn, and roaring and 
crying out before their gods, as for the lamentation of fomc 
perfon deceafed and finally, that their gods arTd temples 
might be in no danger of the fpoiler, they were fure to lock 
and bar them up with great care. Such was the corruption 
and degeneracy of this people, and fuch their practice, which 
muft have had a very kid effect on their morals, as will apt 
pear in the fequel, In the mean time, 
Human The Babylonians having given rife to all the idolatries 

rvi&ims. anc ' ^perditions in vogue among the neighbouring nations, 

we muft charge them with the horrible cuftom of facrificing 
human victims to appeafc or conciliate their god or gods. 
That this muft have been an antient cuftom with all thefe 
people, we have fometimes as good as aflerted, in what we 
have faid of them in their religious capacity; and that it took 
birth among the Babylonians^ muft be as readily granted, as 
that they communicated die reft of their fuperftitions to all 
their neighbours about. That this was a practice, in early 
days, in Mcfopotamia and Babylonia , may appear by the at- 
tempt Abraham made to facrifice Ifaac f , for he came from 
thofe parts ; and though he is abundantly to be juftified in 
tha; attempt, it is feemingly plain that the thing was familiar 
to him ; But if we had no other proof of it than in Jepbtbah^ 
who, as the ftory is commonly taken, actually made a victim 
of his only daughter [ , that would be fufficient to charge the 
deed upon the nations of thofe early times. This cuftom, 
however, grew fo (hocking to human nature, that the priefts 
icem to have been unable to maintain it long in credit, and 
by degrees it came to be difufed, and feems, in the latter 
du\s, at Ieaft, of the Babylonians, to have been confined to a 
particular feet or tribe. For the Sepbarvitts are faid by way 
uf <iifh':iction from the other Babylonians, to have burnt their 



1 Sec Vol. II. p. 375. i Sec Vol. III. p. 468. 
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children in fire to Adrammelech and Anammelech, the gods 
*/"Sepharvaim u > Who thefe two gods were, we have feen 
already*, and that thefe Sepharvites were Babylonians, pro- 
perly fo called, appears very plainly, if we can, with the 
moft learned geographers, agree, that their city was that of 
Sippara in Ptolemy. However, there are traces of this anti- 
ent cruelty lo be difcerned in the worfhip and rites of the 
Syrian, or rather AJfyrian goddefs, at Hierapolis, to whom 
they without remorfe made away with their children, by pre- 
cipitating them down a fteep at her temple * $ which is all we 
need fay about it. 

To enter into the allegory of all this worfhip and deificati- 
on, is what we have above profefied to avoid ; for the pre- 
fent, and indeed for the future, we fhall have no great matter 
to add to the fubjecT:, which we have in general treated al- 
ready. In the hiftory of the Egyptians f we have already de- 
clared almoft as much as is known, as to the intent and mean- 
ing of all this Idolatry in a phyfical or natural view ; nor could 
we expatiate thereon here without a direct repetition of what 
goes before. We need only obferve, that if the Babylonians, 
and others after them, made gods of the fun, the moon, or 
any other luminary ; that if they extended their view to the 
whole fyftem of nature in theworfliip they paid to their great 
deities, or if by them they meant the earth itfclf, the air, or 
any other element or created being of any fort or degree, the 
whole mull be attributed to a kind of miftaken gratitude at 
firft for benefits received '(V), which at length degenerated 

into 

« 2 Kings xvii. 31. w See before, p. 132, & Vol. I. p. 

99. * See Vol. II. p. 262. J See Vol I. p. 443, & feq. 

(V) Sir John Maundvville (73) has fo judicioufly fummed up 
the hiftory and prog re ft of idolatry, that, for the curiofity of it, 
we cannot, though fomewhat long, but prefent it to the reader, 
in his own words : fpeaking of a people in India, he fays, 44 Summe 
44 of hem worlchipe the fonne, fumme the mone, fumme the 
44 fuyr, fumme trees, fumme fcrpentes, or the firil thing that thei 
u mecen at morwen ; and fumme worfchipen fymulacres, and 
" fumme ydolcs. But betwene fymulacres and ydoles is a gret 
44 difference. For fymulacres ben ymages made aftre IyknefTe of 
44 men, or of wommen, or of the fonnc, or of the mone, or of 
44 ony belt, or of ony kyndely thing : and ydoles is an ymage made 
44 of the lewed willc of man. that a man may not finden among 
44 kyndely things ; as an ymage, that hathe four hedes, on of a 

C73) Voyage and ' 1 'ravels, 4, 15. p. 

that 
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into every thing that was bad and ftupid ; and this fhall fuffice 
for the prefent to have faid concerning idolatry, and left than 

this 



ft 
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" man, another of an hors, or of an ox, 6r of fum other belt, 
** that no man hathe feyn aftre kyndely difpoficioun . And thei 
that worfchipen fymulacres, thei worfchipen hem for fum worthi 
man, that was fum tyme, as Hercules and many othere, that diden 
many marvayles in here tyme. For thei feyn wel, that this be not 
** goddes : for thei knowen wel, that there is a god of kynde, that 
*« made all thinges ; the whiche is in hevene. But thei knowen wel, 
that this may not do the marvayles that he made* but zif it had 
ben be the fpecyalle zifte of God : and therfore thei feyn that he 
" was wel with God. And for be caufe that he was fo wel with 
God/ therfore thei worfchipe him. And fo feyn thei of thefonne ; 
be caufe that he chaungethe the tyme, and zevethe hete and no- 
riffchethe alle thinges upon erthe ; and for it is of fo gret profite, 
thei knowe wel, that that myghte not be, but that God lovethe 
it more than ony other thing. And for that skylle, God hath 
zeven it more gret vertue in the world : therefore it is gode re- 
foan, as thei feyn, to don it worfchipe and reverence. And fo 
feyn thei, that maken here refounes, of othere planetes ; and of 
the fuyr alfo, be caufe it is fo profitable. And of ydoles, thei 
feyn alfo, that the ox is the moft holy bed, that is in erthe, and 
moft pacent and more profitable than ony other . For he dothe 
good ynow, and he dothe not evylle. And thei knowen wel, 
that it may not be with outen fpecyalle grace of God : and ther- 
efore maken thei here god of an ox, the on part, and the other 
" halfondelleof a man ; be caufe that man is the moft noble crea- 
ture in erthe ; and alfo for he hathe lordfchipe aboven alle belles ; 
therfore make thei the halfendel of ydole, of a man upwardes, 
and the tother half of an ox dounwardes : And of ferpentes, and 
of other beftes, and dyverfe thinges, that thei worfchipen, that 
thei metcn firft at morwe. And thei worfchipen alfo fpecially alle 
tho that thei han gode meetynge of ; and whan thei fpeden wel in 
hercjorneye, aftre here meetynge ; and namely fuche as thei han 
preved and allayed be experience of long tyme. For thei feyn, 
that thiike gode meetynge ei may not come, but of the grace of 
God. And therfore thei maken ymages lyche to tho thinges, that 
thei han beleevc inne, for to beholden hem and worfchipen hem 
f j r It at morwe, or thei meeten ony contrarious thinges. And 
there ben alfo fumme criftene men, that feyn, that fumme belles 
han gode meetynge, that is to feyn, for to meete with hem firft 
a: morwe ; and lumme beftes wykked meetynge: and that thei 
Inn preved oftc tyme, that the hare hath fulle evylle meetynge, 
and Iwyn, and many othere beftes. And the fpharhauk, and 
other foules of ravcyne, whan thei flecn aftre here praye, and 
take it before men of armes, it is a gode figne : and zif he fayfe 
of takynge hit praye, it ii an evylle lignc. And alfo to fuche 
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this we co«J4 rtfr kavs Aid in this place, where the whole 
feems to. center, and where the whole, or at leaft a great 
part of. it, may be fixed to a chronological sera, which may 
be of ufe.tttrUS hereafter, in fpeaking of thefe deities, or fome 
borrowed jfrojn. them in climes far remote from this. 

It may now time to fpeak of the cuftoms of the Affy- ^ etr CH f" 
rians and Babylonians ; and of thefe one of the chief feems tomu 
to have, been their method of difpofing of all their young 
women in marriage. No man feems to have had a right to Sa/e of 
dilpofe <?f his own daughters, but as foon as they were o{^ r i tns - 
age fit to marry, they, with others, were expofed in fome 
public place appointed for the purpofe, where, in the mid ft 
of a crowd of men who. attended upon thefe occaJIons, they 
were fold one by one. The molt beautiful of them were 
firft put up, and delivered to the higheft bidder, and fo on. 
When all that were valuable for their charms were thus dif- 

* ^ ■ 1 • 

poled of, the money that was raifed by this fale, was ap- 
plied . in behalf of fome of them, to whom nature had not 
been fo lavilh of her exterior gifts. The homely ones were 
then, offered to fuch as would' take the leaffc money with 
them ^ and. the poorer fort, to whom the ufe of a little mo- 
ney was more precious than all the beauty of a wife, were as 
eager in underbidding each other, as the wealthy men had 
before been in vying for the fair ones. The coniequence of 
this was, that their young women were all difpofed of in mar- 
riage 5, the poorer fort of the men only labouring under this 
particular reftricrion, that they fhould give fecurity to take 
the girls they had confented to, , before they were in proper 
pofleffion of the money they had agreed to take with them z . 

Whrn .a Babylonian had lain with his wife, they both fat Purijicatv- 
by hot perfumes, and took care to wafli themfclves about on. 
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* Hbrodot. 1. 1. c. 196. Strab. 1. 16. p. 745. 
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folk, it is evylle meetynge of ravenes. In cheife thinges, and 
in fuch othere, ther ben many folk, that beleeven, be caufe it 
happcaethe fo often tyme to falle, aftre here fantaffyes. And 
alfo there ben men ynow that hjui no beleevc in hem. And fithe, 
that crii\ene men han fuch beieeve, that ben informed and 
taughtc alle day, bsJioly da&ryne where inne thci fchold be- 
leevc, it is no mar vaylje thanne, that the Pay?:emcs 9 that han no 
godc dodryne^ but only of here nature, beleeven more largely, 
for here fy mplcncife (74).'* 

(.74) iM. 

Vor. IV. L 1 twilight 
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twilight, accounting themfelves unclean till they had perform- 
ed this ceremonious office, and unfit to touch any thing ». 
Proftituti* Every Babylonian woman was once in her life-time bound 
en to Ve- t 0 proftitute herfelf to ftrange men, at the temple of Venus* 
nus. j± number of them fat crowned with knots and garlands at 

the door of the temple, while fome were continually going and 
others coming. They were fo ranged between lengths of 
line, an'l parted by the fame in fuch manner, that the men 
had paflage among them, and the convenience of getting at 
thofe they beft liked. The women having once fat down 
before the temple, it was unlawful for any one of them to re- 
turn home, till fome Arranger had thrown money into her 
lap, or bofom, and taken her afide ; the man, as he threw 
the money to her, faying, / implore the goddefs Mylitta for 
thee. The money, how little foever it might have been, was 
by no means to be reje&ed, being accounted facred ; nor 
had the worn an the power of rejecting any man that accofted 
her in the form prefcribed, but fhe was abfolutely to retire 
wkh him without delay ; and having fufFered his embraces, 
and performed the accuftomed rites to the goddefs, fhe re- 
turned home ; after which no temptation, though ever fo 
great, could procure the enjoyment of her. Thofe who were 
handfome were foon difpatched, but thofe who were not fo 
happy, lingered a long time before they could fulfil the law \ 
fo that they fometimes wafted two or three years in a wretch- 
ed expe&ation (W). Thofe who were rich, and fcorned to 
fit with the meaner fort, were conveyed thither in fome 
covered vehicle, and feated therein b, while their fervants 
waited their return at fome diftance. 

teflhval of F° R & VQ days in one month of every year they celebrated 
Jfcuxa. a feftival they called Sacea> or Sacca y during which the fer- 

vants commanded their mailers, one of them being, for the 

a Herodot. I. i.e. 198. Strab. ibid. b Hkrodot. 

ibid. c. 109. St r a bo, ibid. 

(WJ We have this cuftom, with fome additional circumftances, 
in Barueh f (7$) ; The women, fays he, a//o 9 nvith cords about them* 
fitting in the mays, burn bran for perfume ; but if any of them, drawn 
fo fome that paffcth by, lie with him, Jhe rtfrroacbtth her fellow that 
jhi was not thought as worthy as herfelf, nor her cord broken. From 
this particular of their cords being broken, it has been fuppofed 
they were cords of rufhes (76 ), which might be cfafily broken. 

1 75) w\ 43. (76) See Purch. Pi/gr. /. i.e. iz. p. 65. 
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time, conftituted chief over the houfe, and wearing a kind 
of royal garment they called Zogana 

TH£ia manner of treating their fick was very cxtraordi- Manner ef 
nary. Having no phyficians among them, it was their cuf- treating 
torn to expofe them publicly in the moft frequented places, their fick, 
that fo every body might lee them, and offer their advice, \{*nd buriaU 
they had any knowledge of the cafe, cither from their own 
experience, or from the experience of others 5 nor was it 
lawful for any that palled by to omit this office. Their dead 
they buried in honey and wax, and mourned for them much 
after the manner of the Egyptians <*. 

The Babylonians were exceffively credulous, fuperftitious <fhe Baby, 
to the utmoft, and as lewd and as debauched as a nation well loniahs ; 
could be. Their credulity muft appear by the efteem their their cha- 
Chaldaans, priefts, or juglers were in amoijg them, and their rafter. 
fuperftition muft appear by the fame, and what we have fnid of 
their religion 5 and fo exceffvely were they prone to idolatry, 
that we even find an inrfance of their great Nebuchadnezzar 
falling down before Daniel to worfhip him e . Debauchery 
ran high among them, in which they were juftified by the ex- 
ample of their princes, who lived beyond all the bounds of de- 
cency and moderation 5 as we may gather by the banquet 
Beljbazzar was giving when he law the fatal infeription on the 
wall f. Nor was the king's example all, their religion as in- 
culcated by their priefts, as we have feen in the rites of their 
great goddefs and others, together with the reverence paid to 
proftitutes g , completed them the moft fenfual and abandoned 
race that can be imagined. Parents and hufbands would, for 
money, expofe their wives and children to the embraces of their 
guefts. Drunkards they are particularly faid to have been, 
and their women were admitted to their debaucheries. The 
women, upon th(^(e occafions, firft appeared modeft and re- 
ferved, till putting off their cloaths by degrees, they at length 
appeared quite naked ; and this was the practice even with 
the married women and the maids, who thought it good 
breeding thus to reveal whatever belonged to them h . Such 
is the character given of the Babylonians, and it feems ex- 
actly to agree with their religion, which encouraged fuch 
monftrous impudence in the women, and fliamelefsnefs in the 
men ; though it cannot be fuppofed, that in the beginning 

c Beros. apud Ath en. Dcipnofoph. 1 1 4. p. 639. d HnRO- 
dot. ibid. c. 199. Strabo 1. 16. ibid. c Dan. ii. 46- 

f Ibid. c. v. g See before, <>. 262, II Qimnt. Curt. 1. 5. 
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of their empire they were quite fo diflblute as here repre- 
fen ted. 

Their ha- They feem to have indulged themfelves in drefs as well 

as in other refpects, and to have affected fome pride and 
effeminacy therein ; their under garment was a linen veft, 
down to their heels, over which they had another of woollen, 
and over all a whirs mantle, or cloak. They wore their own 
hair ; their heads were adorned with a tiara or mitre, and their 
bodies were anointed all over 1 with oil of lefame k . They 
each of them wore a feal-ring on the finger, and in their hand 
a wrought fraff or fceptre, adorned at the head with fome par- 
ticubr cn%n, or figure, as an apple, or rofe, or lilly, or an 
engie, or fome fuch badge, without which it was unlawful to 
appear with one of thefe flicks or flraves. On their feet they 
wore a kind of flippers 5 . Traces of which may be picked out 
of the figures remaining at PerfepoUs y as we may obferve here- 
after. 

Learning*/ This people was famed for learning, and particularly thofe 
the Cha! of 'them that were peculiarly called Chalda:ans y who were, as 
dees. is laid, their priefts, their philofophers, aftronomers, aftrolo- 

gers, foothfaycrs, and the like. And in refpedt of this pre- 
tended claim to learning and fupernatural knowledge, the Chal- 
dees are diftinguifhed quite from the Babylonians, and are faid 
to have inhabited a region peculiar to thcmfelves next to the 
Arabians and the Perftan gulf m , juft where we have placed 
them. They were divided into feveral fe£ts, as the Orcheni, 
the Borfippent, and known by other names of diftin&ion, bor- 
rowed either from particular places", where different doctrines 
on the fame points were held, or from particular perfons, 
who had doctrines peculiar to thcmfelves. Many of their 
learned men were famous, and known byname among the 
Greeks, as Adma, Nalurian y Sudhi 9 and' many others °. 

W e have already confidered this tribe as fet apart for 
devotion and fuperfhtious concerns, when juft now we fpoke 
of the religion of this people ; we are now to fpeak of them 
as philofophers only, and of what they taught as fuch, as 
well as of their manner of inftitution. 
Ifadtut We have already feen how' they pretended to have firft 
/wr/ W /-ff. come j, v r]ie j r learning p , and their Arrange fable concerning 

//v R °"- t,,CI " r lnftru<a ° r Oames 9 who, long before the deluge, 
h!ns g}P came out of the fea, and formed them in the feveral branches 

of policy, religion and learning, and particularly explained to 

1 Hr. nonor. ubi fup. c. 19^. k St r a no ubi flip, p. 74< y. 
1 FFt-ionoT. trap, ibid. « Sthabo Gcngr. I. 16. p. 730 
* Idem ibid. * U\ m ibid. * See Vol. L p. 183. 
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them geometry and aftrology 5 and have, obferved, that, as 
the tradition went, he was a monfler, partly man and partly 
fifli, and , that by his coming out of the fea he muft have 
been fome ftranger, that his name might be, with no great 
violence,* derived from a word, which in Syriac fignifies a 
Traveller, or a Foreigner q j as alfo that by fome circumftan- 
ces he muft have been the fame they meant by their Mylitta, 
or great Venus 1 ', and would now add, that by what is laid of 
his inventions and ufeful communications to men, he may 
have been confidered as the Egyptian I/is, or O/iris, or both. 
However this may have been, the report of Oannes's appear- 
ance in Chaldaa from out o f the fea, has given birth to an 
opinion, that Ofirh 'and Oannes were at leaft contemporaries, 
and that" the Babylonians had all their learning from the 
Egyptians, and thatnot much earlier than the days of Amnion 
and Sefac, 61 ' Shijhak, whom our author f will have to have 
been the fame with Sefojlris, or not long before the days of 
David and Solomon. To prove this, he exhibits the authority 
of feveral anfient authors, the one ' writing, That the Egyp- 
tian Belus, the fon of Neptune and Libya, carried colonies 
from Egypt into Babylonia, and that, fettling upon the banks 
of the Euphrates, he inftituted priefts with the fame privileg- 
es as in Egypt, and that thefe were called Chaldcsans, and 
were to obferve the ftars after the manner of Egypt ; another * 
declaring the Babylonian Belus had his name from the Egypti- 
an of that name, the fon of Libya. In a word, our author w 
concludes, that when Sabbaco, the Ethiopian, invaded Egypt , 
multitudes of that country fled from him into Chaldaa, and 
carried with them their aftronomy, aftrology, architecture, 
and the form of their year, which they preferved in the sera 
of Nabonajfar ; and as a farther proof of this, he produces 
the form of the tofrer or temple of Belus at Babylon, which 
was built pretty nearly after the manner of the Egyptian 
pyramids. All this, according to our author's hypothecs, 
feems plaufiblc enough, but muft be confefled to be quite 
definitive of what we read in fcripture, by which the rcverfe 
fhould appear. 

Both the nations, their very countries, and filiations, Arguments 
have, certainly in all refpects a very near rcfcmblancc cf each to prove it. 
other, and an exa£t parallel might be deduced between them 
to make it felf-evidently appear. We have feen, that they 

1 See Vol. I. p. 183, note, (A). 1 See before p. 2^7, 

TV r Sir Ts Ne wt. Chron. of Ant. Kingd. amend, p. 

210, 211, & feq. 1 Diodor. Sicul 1. l.p. 17. Mausan. 
1. 4. c. 25. Sir Is. Newt, ubi iii p. 
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wereconftant rivals with each other for antiquity *, in which 
the Babylonians muft have had the preference, according to 
feriptwe, where we read, that they kept poflefEon of what 
we may call the original feat of mankind after tfie flood ; 
and muft have been therefore fettled before any of the other 
nations, who left them behind in Sbinar, a country which 
muft have been a good deal improved before the difperfion, 
when all the reft went out in queft of new feats. This hif- 
torical circumftance may be fufficient to rank them the firft 
of nations, though the Egyptians would never allow them 
that honour ; and if thefe unjuftly arrogated the point over 
them in this refpeS, why may they not have done the fame 
with regard to others ? 

The truth is both thefe nations have been ftrangely ad- 
dicted to fable, and both of them may be fairly queftioned in 
moft we know of their pretences to fuperiority ; and are 
doubdefs to be equally difbelieved. But if the Egyptians are 
preferred to the Babylonians in any refpeft by the Greeks, it 
muft be attributed to partiality and prejudice, in favour of 
fuch near neighbours as they were in comparifon ; and if not 
to this, at leaft, it may be owing to their better acquaintance 
with the former than with the latter, and to their hearing of 
the ftory but on one fide. We have at leaft as good authori- 
ty to argue in behalf of the Babylonians, as can be produced 
in favour of the Egyptians. 

The early tranfa&ion of attempting to raife the tower of 
Babel, in the very country of this people, muft imply them 
to have been informed of architecture in thofe days, and 
fome of the concomitant arts and as for the learning of ei- 
ther of the nations, it does not feem to have been fuch as 
to deferve the contending for ; it appearing to have been ra- 
ther the corruption of human knowledge, than the refinement 
of it, or, at leaft, it feems to have been built upon fuch prin- 
ciples, as were a reproach to found reafon, rather than an 
honour to the human underftanding, and rathtr calculated to 
deceive, than to inform ; to fpread the mifts of ignorance, 
than to clear up the lights of knowledge. 

However, to turn the tables, we have as good an au- 
thority as to the contrary, that the Egyptians were inftruCt- 
cd in all their knowledge by the Chaldees, and namely by 
Abraham who was one of this country. This is the tra- 
dition of the Jrws, the Arabians, and the Indians, which dc- 
ferves at leaft as much credit, and even more, with regard 
to this people, as the pretences of the Egyptians, who were 

* See before, p. 275. 1 Sec Vol. II. p. 383, fQ. )• 

immediately 
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immediately parties concerned, or of the Greeks, who were 
particularly biafled in their favour. Nor are thefe orientals 
unsupported by the traditions of the wefterns, according to 
whom the Affyrian or Babylonian Belus was the inventor of 
the lidereal fcience % and the nation he belonged to the fore- 
moft in antiquity for empire and power, and confequently for 
the arts and learning ; and as they derived their inftru&or 
Oannes from times preceding the deluge a , as fhould Item, and 
fuppofe him to have fprung from the primigenial egg ; it is 
feemingly plain, that whatever eonftru&ions may have been 
put upon his appearance from out of the fea, or the deri- 
vation of his name, they acknowledged themfelves beholden 
to no nation under the fun for what they pretended to 
know 5 and indeed it muft be confefled, that by the bulk of 
what we underftand, both by facred and prophane writers, 
our author, has here ftrained things too violently to accom- 
modate them to his hypothefis ; but to infill no longer on 
this doubt, let us take a furvey of what the learning was that 
is fo contefted. 

They acquired not their learning in the manner of the ^elrman* 
Greeisy but poflefled what they knew by tradition from father ner 0 f { n . 

to Ion, and being exempt from all offices or impofitions to fiitution. 
divert their ftudies, they had nothing to do but to apply 
themfelves to the inftrudtion they received, which came not 
from the mouth of a mercenary pedagogue or mailer. They 
never departed from what they imbibed, fully fatisfied of 
what they received from their anceftors ; and by a tenacious 
adherence to their point, they became perfectly knowing in 
what they profefled b. 

Such was the manner of their inftitution, and the te- 
nacioufhefs of their adherence to what they had received 
from their fore-fathers, which if true, we weed no other 
proof to affure us, that they made little or no progrefs, even 
in the learning they particularly profefled, and that fo it 
really was, may be difcovered in the fequel. 

They taught, that the world was eternal ; that it never Their Joe- 
had beginning, and never fhall have end ; though they acknow- trine about 
ledged a divine providence ; that the motions of the heavens the tvor/J. 
were not diredted by blind chance, or performed fpontaneouf- 
ly, but by the guidance and direction of fupcrior agents or 
gods. They are univerfally faid to have been the flrft char 
cultivated aftronomy, and arc pretended to have made fucb 
progrefs therein, as to have not only dillovcrcd the exact 1110- 



■ See Vol. I. p. 184. » Ibid. * Dr obor. Si c vr . VJUl 
Hiftor. 1. 1. p. 8z. 



zjz VbeHiflciyof tbeJ&yloriiMs. Book I. 

tions of the heavenly bodies,, but alio to have found out cer- 
tain influences they . have over things , below, and to have 
thence been able to foretel what was hidden in the womb of 
futurity e. x 

T he? were ^ Y t ^ s lt a PP ears 5 *at whatever . advances they made as 
mire ajlro- aftronomers, they were more particularly valuable, if we 
logers than may fo exprefs ourfelves, as aftrolqgers. From this delullve 
eftrono- amufement, they boafted a knowledge of what was to come, 
iters. to a power of averting of evil, and the procuring of good ; 

hence chiefly they were confidered as magicians, and, as we 
call them, fortune-tellers d . 

The planets they called Interpreter r, and made the great- 
eft: account of their influence, and particularly, as .. we are 
told, of that we call Saturn ; the next in degree of eminence 
with them was So/, or the fun, Mars v Venus 9 Mercury y and 
Jupiter \ fix in all, which were all the planets they reckoned ; 
Thefe they called Interpreters^ as by their motions and afpecb 
they, in a more evident manner, portended the will and plea- 
fure of the gods. They fometirhes judged by their riling, and 
fometimes by - their let-ting, and fometimes by the colour or 
degree of their light whence they foretold ftorms of wintf, 
or of rain, or exceeding droughts 3 as alfo the appearance of 
comets, eclipfes of the fun and moon, earthquakes, and the 
whole train of pretended fore-runners of the good or. bad 
fortune of nations in general, and of kings and private per- 
Tons in particular € . 
fhe fyftem Under thefe fix planets they ranged 30 ftars, which they 
pf their a called Counfelling Gods ; and half of thefe they allotted, to 
(irology. take notice of what was done under the earth ; and the other 

* # 

half to take cognizance of what was done by men, or tranf- 
a&ed in the heavens. And they gave out, that once in ten 
days one of the fuperior of thefe ftars defcended to the inferior, 
as it were a meflenger from thofe above j and that in return 
one of the inferior afcended to the fuperior in the fame na- 
ture ; and that this their mutual correfpondence was natural 
to them, and to continue for ever. They reported, that 
the chief of thefe Counfelling Gods were 12 in number, and 
afligned to each of them a month of the year, and a whole 
fign of the zodiac f. 

All thefe ftars they gave out to have influences over the 
nativities of men, and to forbode whatever is to befal them 
of evil, or happen to them of good, in the courfe of their 
lives. Again, out of the zodiac they fclc&cd 24 ftars, and 

r Idem \\> il. * Mem ibid. c Idem ibid. « Idem ibid. 

placed 
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placed 12 of them towards the north pole, and 12 towards 
the fouth. Thofe of them within our fight they affigned to 
the living, and thofe not within it they called the ftars or Con- 
ft illations of the Dead \ and thefe ftars they termed the judg- 
es of all things : In fhort, the ChaUaam were complete af- 
trologers, and pretended to excell all other nations therein g . 

'Their aftfonomy, which ought to have taken place of Deficient 
the former, in refpeft of its dignity above it, mult yield its in ajlrons- 
rank here, it being feemingly what they cultivated as a fcience **y> 
fecondary to the other } and accordingly we find it to have 
been quite cparfe and plain. They had notions, that the earth 
was like a veflel or boat, and that it was hollow within ; and 
had a way of fupporting this do&rine by various arguments 

We have feen their divifion of the zodiac into 12 figns, 
throughout which they taught that the feveral planets perform- 
ed their revolutions -: But they feem to have had no notion 
of the immenfe diftance of fome of the planets from the fun, 
and accounted for the time they took up in their revolutions, 
purely by the tardinefs of their motion ; though, by their 
theory of the moon, the contrary fhould appear, for they 
taught, that fhe compleated her courfe the fooheft of any, 
not becaufe of her extraordinary velocity, but becaufe her or- 
bit, as we now fpeak, was lefs than the orbit of any other 
body that circumvolved in the heavens. They taught, that 
flie fhone with a light not her own, and that when flie was 
eclipfed fhe was immerged in the [fhadow of the earth. But 
for eclipfes of the fun they were quite out and extravagant, nor 
could fix the time when they would happen 1 . In fhort, the 
whole of their philofophy and learning fcems to have been 
chiefly what we now call judicial aftrology - y a fcience, falfe- 
ly fo called, as much contemned with us, as it was prized by 

fhe antients. n ' h ft 

Nor has this boafted knowledge and learning of the Cbal- 
dees been arraigned by the modems only ; it has alfo been con- * 0 nJfaned. 
demned by the antients, as inconfiftent with the nature of c 
things, and as implying a fatal ncceffity, and deftroying the 
freedom of our will k . And this was the mighty learning 
for which the Chaldaans were fo famed, as to be denominated, 
as it were, a diftin<£t nation from the Babylonians for the Hike 
of it ; and indeed from fcripture we gather they were no bet- 
ter ; for Daniejy fpeaking of them, divides them into four forts 
or kinds, as magicians, aftrologers, forccrers, and Chalda- 

* Idem ibid. 11 Idem ibid. 1 Idem ibid. * Vid. Ba kdi - 

san. apud Eu its . Prarpar. Evangel. 1. 6. c. 10. p. 273. & Alioj 
apud eund ibid. 
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<7«j % adding afterwards to thefe wife-men, or fuch as divi- 
ned bv lots, and foothfaycrs or fuch as foretold events by ttfc 
infpeftion of entrails m . And though there are thofe who 
fuppofe the Cbaldaans, as here diftinguifhed from the five 
0fhcr forts, to have been a fe£t peculiar to themfel ves, and to 
have been of deeper and more folid learning n ; we may ea- 
fily perceive, that they, as well as the reft, pretended to di- 
vination,- and that they were called upon, as well as the reft, 
to difcover what was hidden to other men. Whence we may 
fafely conclude, that they all in their feveral ways were fo ma- 
ny oracles, and that they were all devoted to the fame end, 
however they may have been divided as- to the means and me- 
thods of attaining thereto ; fothat feemingly thefe Babylonians 
had their fcience branched out amongft them, much after the 
manner the Egyptian phyficians had theirs a . Their learning 
muft have been made up entirely of faperftittous pra&ices, 
and delufive arts, and if any better they had, they muft have 
concealed it under fuch aenigmas, and far-fetched refemblan- 
ces and allegories, as muft have rendered it quite a fecret 
even to themfelves, who, confidering that they are faid from 
father to fon to have received implicitly whatever was taught 
them, may have been as little able to explain what was really 
intended by their docStrines, as others were to conceive them 
to any folid purpofe ; and it feems not to have been without 
good reafon, that many p of latter times have made flight of 
them as philofophers, and concluded, that the Greeks were in 
this refpe£t little, if at all, beholden either to them or the 

Egyptians. 

Babylon!- As the Chaldees were peculiarly the men of learning a- 
ans in dif- mong this nation, fo the Babylonians, properly fo called, were 
tinflion the men of art j though perhaps we fliall have more reafon to 
from Chal- ca U thefe the men of learning among them than the former, 
dees ; their jf true ; t b e t j iat t [ 1C y were wholly addifted to, and fet apart 

mrts * for, the fidereal confutations, and the propagation of the 

extravagancies, which muft, as fliould feem, have made up 
the fyftem of their philofophy. For in this cafe the Babylo- 
nians, as diftinguifhed from the Chaldaans, muft have been 
good mathematicians and mechanics, as muft appear by the 
immenfe buildings they reared, and which could not be effected 
without great (kill in thefeveral branchesof the mathematics and 
in geometry. T his we may fay in general ; but to fay how 
far, or how far not, they excelled in perfpe£live and the true 

1 Dan. ii. 2. m Ibid. ver. 27. b Pvrch. PiJgr. I, i.e. 
12. p. 63. 0 See Vol. I. p. 473. * Cjel. Rmodog. 

Joseph. ScaHc. Ptueta. Set* 

harmosy 
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harmony of proportion, may not be quite fo cafy a matter, 
^pugh that their ornaments and decorations felj fhort of what 
was afterwards feen in Greece^ can never be doubted. 
This maybe plain to any body that has feen the reprefentations 
of the ruins of Perfepolis^ which muft certainly have been 
built in the Babylonian manner, which, how far it was be- 
neath the Grecian for elegance and proportion, may be more 
properly confidered, when we come to fpeak of the Grecian 
archite&ure, and to compare it with that of the Egyptians and 
this people, who* it is certain, were more ambitious of being 
vaft in their performances of this nature than exquifite. And 
hence we may pronounce, that their paintings and ftatues, 
however gaudy, rich, and coloflean, were nothing to com- 
pare with the fame that took birth with the Grecian artifts. 

Music they had, but in what perfection we muft never Mujic. 
hope to know 5 nor would it be worth our while to labour 
in fo unfruitful a field. But that they had a variety of inftru- 
ments among them, we are well aflured ; for we read, that 
they had flutes, cornets, harps, fackbuts, pfalteries, dulci- 
mers, and all kinds of muftc What thefe inftruments 
exa£Hy were, no body will ever know > but if we may judge 
of their fkill in harmony, by what we can difcover of their 
painting and ftatuary, we muft not equal them with the Gre- 
cians in the harmonic fcience. 

Their poetry we have nothing to fay to; but muft leave p oetry% 
the reader to form his judgment of it, by that of the other 
eaftern nations their neighbours, both antient and modern. 
Nor do we pretend to fay by whom it was particularly culti- 
vated, whether by the Cbald&ans or the Babylonians ; but as 
it has at all times been facred to religion and fuperftition, we 
may fuppofc the former, as priefts, laid claim thereto as a 
part of their province. 

Physic we have declared to have been no regular fciencc Phyjic. 
among this people, in what we have faid of their manner and 
cuftom of treating the fick j though that the fame as a fcience 
grew into vaft repute with the Perfians their fuccefTors, will 
be obferved when it comes properly in turn. 

We have already declared, there is no more difference be- J uVt g 
tween the Syriac and the Chaldee, the language of this 
people, than between the EngUjh and the Scotch 1 '. Their 
common alphabet we have already given f ; and as for the 
Mendean character, which is alfo peculiar to them, it is not 
only what we may call modern, but alio fo nearly like the 

4 1 Dan. iii, ver. 5. — 15. 1 See Vol. II. p. 2O6. f See Vol. 
Ill p. 406. 
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Eftrangelo of the Syriac c , that we have thought it urmecef- 
fary to infer t it. Bsc hart u fuppofes they had a facred chsP* 
rafter as well as the Egyptian?, but upon a very unfatisfa&ory 
foundation. 

Jrchitec- The Babylonians, properly fo called, were great archi- 
* ure ' tefts, and ingenious in the carting of metals, and great 

workmen and contrivers, as will be particularly remarked 
when we come to fpeak of their great city of Babylon ; and 
therefore it may be needlefs to expatiate thereon in this place, 
when we have referved another, where we intend to do them 
fufficient honour for their great labour and induftry in thefe 
refpe&s, wherein they will be obferved to have fallen ftiort 
of no one nation under the fun ; and in which they, per- 
haps in great meafure, fhewed the way to every nation be- 
fides. 

Manufae- Nor were they lefs famous for their manufactures, and 
Hires and particularly for their rich embroideries, fumptuous vcftments, 
fine linen, and magnificent carpets, and fine linen ; infomuch that we 

read of Cato 9 that he immediately fold a Babylonian cloak or 
mantle, which was left to him by inheritance, as being what 
he was afhamed to wear w 5 and elfewhere, that at Rome there 
had been paid for a fuit of Babylonian hangings for a dining- 
room fix thoufdnd four hundred and fifty eight pounds fix 
fhillings and eight pence*. It were to no purpofe to quote 
authors for further inftances of this magnificence, which is 
known to a proverb ; or to aim at a detail of the feveral 
produ&s of their induftry : we would only add, that the Ba- 
bylonians, as well as the Tyrians, had their purple, which they 
fent into the eaftern parts by way of traffic y . t This purple 
they had from a port called Apologus near the Euphrates z ; 
but as it is difputcd, whether or ho this was what may be 
called a difcoveiy among them, and whether they were not 
, before ufed to fupply themfelves therewith from Tyre *, we 
fhall not infifl thereon, any further than to take notice, that 
their country afforded the beft material of its fort for dying, 
meaning alom, both natural and artificial K 
Particular This people was not only divided into two great tribes, 
tubes. t j lc ft a !,yl ori i ans aiu ] Chahhvans properly fo called ; there feems 

tv) have been other fubordinate tribes or fc£ts of them. Three 



J See Vol. H. p 267. u Canaan c. 17. col. 773. w Plutarch. 
in vita Catoni*. * Plin. Hilt. Natur. 1. 8. c. 48. See Annum, 
of anc. coins, weights, and meafure?, p. 142. y Arrian. Pe- 
ripl. Mar. Kryth in minor. Hudson, Vol. If p. 70, 21. * Mem 
ibid. a Vid, Doc if art. Ph a leg. c. 7. col. 28. hVici. 
eund. ibid 

id 
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of thefe are faxd to have fed upon nothing but fifh*, and 
thereby feem to have infringed a facred law among them, in 
reverence of their great goddeft, for whofe fake the Bahylo* 
nians feem to have abftained therefrom. Thus we have feen, 
that fome of the Egyptians worihipped the fifh which others 
of them fed upon. However it may not have been upon a 
religious principle that this people departed from the reft of 
their countrymen j and the rather as it feems to be imputed 
toneceffity d , thefe' tribes living among the fens, and being 
deftitute of corn ; to fupply the want of which, it was their 
cuftom to dry their fifh in the fun, which they afterwards 
made into pafte, and having baked it ate it by way of bread c . 
Something yet more extraordinary than this we are told of the 
inhabitants of SarJippOj where the bats being much larger 
than ufual in other places, they were ufed to fait them for 
food t ; and this, whether it proceeded from any fuper- 
ftition or want, which laft feems a little hard to believe 
in fo plentiful a country as this muft have been, we leave un- 
decided. 

• _ 

The trade of this antient people is no where, that we know Commerce, 
of, prpfefledly treated of ; but that it muft have been very 
confiderablev is not in the leaft to be doubted, and efpecially 
when Babylon was in the meridian of her glory ; whofoever 
contemplates the fplendor of this monarchy, and the commo- 
dious fituation of this country in general, and its capital in 
particular, cannot doubt, but commerce muft here have 
flourifhed to a very eminent degree. Babylon was fituated, 
as it were, in the very midft of the old world, and by means 
of the two great rivers, the Euphrates and Tigris^ had very 
eafy communication with the weftcrn and northern parts, a* 
alfo with the eaftern by the means of the Perfuin gulf. In a 
word, it may, either by land or by water, have had eafy com- 
merce with all the points of the compafs ; and as it was not 
only the feat of a potent monarchy, but alfo afforded many 
produ£tions and manufactures of its own to exchange with irs 
neighbours round about, and lay fo within the reach of them 
all, it is not to be doubted, but that trade was as extcnfive 
here as ever it was any where. Whether the Babylonians 
were famous for fhippingof their own is pretty much in the 
dark ; though it cannot well be difputed, but they muft have 
been confiderable as navigators - y the fame is hinted at (X), 

and 

c Hl-RODOT. 1. I. C 200. dSTRAB. I. l6. p. 746. r PIr - 

rod or ubi. {up. f Strab. ubi fup. p. 739. 

(X) Bc/klos what might be gathered to prove this poirft in the 

Prophets, 
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and as Babylon was fo much a city of waters* as the prophet 
exprefles himfelf, it is but natural to conclude, that they very 
much abounded in (hipping of their own. 

SECT. III. 

The Chronology of the Babylonians, from the firft 

Rife of the Monarchy* to its Dijfolution. 

WE are here to confider the Babylonians in two very 
different views ; firft, as compofing a fm all, though 
perhaps a formidable, kingdom, immediately after 
the deluge, the chronology of which we have already fettled 
as exadtly as the nature of the thing will bear e ; and fecond- 
ly, as conftituting a potent and wide-fpreading empire, found- 
ed by and at laft rifing upon the ruins of the AJfyrians* their 
brethren *» ; fo that in effedt we are here only to look back to 
the early times of the AJfyrian monarchy, of which this was 
a collateral branch, and poflefled, as fhould feem, by princes 
of the fame blood with thofe who filled the throne of Nineveh. 
We may refer the reader back to what we have faid, in the 



* See Vol. I. p. 278. h See before, p. 217, & feq. 

Prophets^, the book of Revelations defcribing the fall of Baby- 
lon, has thefe words, which at once difplay the mighty riches of 
this city as an emporium, and convince thdf mull have abounded 

in fliipping ; Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen The merchants 

ef tie earth Jhall weep and mourn over her, for no man buyeth her 
vterchandife any more : The merchandife of gold, and filler, and pre- 
cious ft ones, and of pearls, and fine linen, and purple, and ft lk, and 
fear let, and all thyine, or fweet-wood, and all manner of <uef 
fels of ivory, and all manner of 'vejfels of mofi precious wood, 
atid of brafs, and iron, and marble* and cinnamon, and odours* 
and ointments, and f ankincenfe, and wine, and oil, and fine four, 
and wheat, and beajis, and Jheep, and horfes, and chariots, and 

flavcs, and fouls of men. — The merchants of thefe things 

which were made rich by her, Jhalljland afar off, for the fear 
ef her torment, weeping, and wailing, and faying, Alas ! alas f that 
great city, that was cloathed in fine linen, and purple, and fcarlet, and 

decked with gold, and precious ft ones, and pearls - And every 

Jbip-maper, and all the company in fl>ips, and fa i tors, and as many as 

trade by fra, ftood afar off, and cried Alas f alas f that great 

rity, wherein were made rich all that had /hips in the fea, by reafon of 
her c oft /ine/'s — is made de folate (78). 



^77) xviii. 1. 19. 478) Ibid. 

chronology 
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chronology of the Affyrians^ to fatisfy himfelf concerning the 
chronology of this people; for they properly took rife in one 
and the fame perfon, meaning Pul 'king of Affyria^ and near- 
ly at one and the fame time. But not to anticipate what may 
be more properly infifted on hereafter in the courfe of this 
fe£tfon, we fhall proceed to diftinguifh the kingdom of Ba- 
bylon from the kingdom of AJfyria y and to exhibit, according 
to our cuftom, a feries of the kings of Babylon^ according to 
feveral authors. 

A TABLE of the Succeffions of the Babylonian Kings, 
according to Ptolemy'j AJlronomical Canon and the 
Ecckjiqftical Account. 

According to the moft correct According to the ecclefiaftical 
copies of Ptolc?ny\ canon. account in Syncellus. 



1 Nabonajfar reigned 

2 Nadius - - 

3 Chinzirus and Porus 

4 Jugaus - - - 

5 Mardoc-Empadus - 

6 A r hi anus - 

7 Inter-reign I. - - 

8 Belibus - - - 

g Apronadius - - 

10 Rtgebelus - - - 
ir Mcfejjimordacus 

12 Inter-reign II. - - 

13 AJfar-Addtnus - - 
74 Saofducbeus 

15 Cbyniladanus 

lb Nabopallafarus 

17 Nabcolajjarus 

18 Ilvarodamus 

1 1 Niricaffolaffarus 

20 Nabonadius - - 



Years. 
14 



5 

5 
12 

5 
2 

3 
6 



4 

8 

20 
22 
2r 

43 

2 

4 

*7 



Years, 

Nabonafarus or Sal- 
manafar reigned * 



2 Nabius 

3 Chinxerus and Porus 

4 Mules us - - - 

5 Mardocempadocus 

6 Arceanus - 

7 Inter-reign I. - - 

8 Belitbus - - - 




8 

5 
S 

5 

2 

3 
6 



g Aporanadifus - - 

10 Iregiballus - - 1 

11 Me jft ft mordants - 4 

12 Inter-reign II. - 8 

13 Ifarindinus - - 13 

14 Saofduchius - 9 

15 Cineladanus - - 14 

16 Napobalafarus r - 21 

17 Nabuchadortofor his fon 43 

18 Ebidan Merodacb - 5 
I g Nireglefarus or Bait afar 3 
20 Nabonadius, or -^/fy- 

tf£* J > or Darius y or 
AJfuerusy or Artax-< l i 
erxes - 



21 



209 



Th J3 
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This table contains on the one fide a genuine and moft 
correct copy of Ptolemy* s aftronomical canon ( Y), and on the 
other a corruption of it. We fliall not here enquire into the 
differences between thefe two lifts, or the liberty the author 
of this ecclefiaftical account has taken with his original, 
which we may occafionally confidcr under the reigns of 
thefe kings. Syncellus, whence we have taken this ecclefiaf- 
tical computation, has under the fame head another, the au- 
thors of them being Africanus and Eufebius l . We fliall there- 
fore have little to do here ; few arguments can be wanting, 
and indeed none can be neceffary, to prove the firft rife and 
duration of the Babylonian empire, which is fo happily afcer- 
tained to our hands by Ptolemy^ whofe canon is fo exactly 
agreeable to fcripture hiftory, that if this latter could poffibly 
ftand in need of confirmation as to the hiftorical parts of it, 
fo far as it relates to the hrftory of the great empires of the 
Affyrians and Babylonians^ nothing could be fo effe&ual to- 
wards it as this canon, which has given birth to one of the 

moft famous prophane sera's, that of Nabonajfar the firft king 
fit ara of- 

n it, and without which there would be the moft palpable 
jNLabonai- darknefs over the affairs of thefe people. Nothing is more 

furprizing, than that this moft noble monument fhould have 
been fo little examined, by the light naturally reflected on it 
from the facred pen-men, as not to have extricated the 
whole body of chronologers and hiftorians from out of the 
labyrinth they have alrnott all bewildered themfelves in, mif- 
led by the extravagancies of one fabulous Greek writer, who 
has been blindly followed by the antients, and unnaturally by 
the chriftian moderns. This canon takes date from about 
the 23d year of PuFs firft appearance on this fide of the 
Euphrates, about the year 2252 after the flood, according 
to our computation, and 747 years before Chrift; which 
fhews the kingdom of Babylon to have been immediately of 
AJJyrian origin, according to the prophet * \ Behold the land 
of the Chaldeans ; this people was not till the Aflyrian founded 
it for them that dwell in the wildernefs ; they fct up the towers 

1 Vid. Can.Chron. SjECUL.xvii. * Kai. xxiii. 13. 

(Y) This canon was particularly rectified from a manufcript in 
the Bodleian library at Oxford* and fent by Dr. Overal, dean of 
St, Paul's, to Seth Cal<vijius t and firft published, with Ptolemy 's Hy- 
pbt hefts, by Dr. Bambridge f 79), profeflbr of the mathematics at 
Oxford {Ho). 

(79} I'id. Gregor. P oft hum- de <rra iS Epoch, c. 7. p. 149- 

(80) S7/Mar<h. Can Citron, S.rcul. 17. 

thereof 
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thereof \ they raifed up the palaces thereof. The kingdom of 
Babyloffiwas then founded by the AJfyriam. This is fo plain, 
that it may be needlcfs to multiply words in proof of it, es- 
pecially after what we have faid in the chronology of AJfyria, 
which tends directly to make it appear. 

Ptolemy ) we may perceive, could difcovcr no king of Ba- 
bylon older than Nabonajfar, and therefore begins with him ; 
and fcripture mentions no lung of AJfyria before Pul, who 
appeared on this frde of the Euphrates about 23 years before 
the firft year of the canon j and as Nabonaffar is an AJfyrian 
name, molt evidently compounded of Nebo-addan-qffur ; wa 
may be certain, that he was the fon or grandfon of Pul, who 
upon his death divided his monarchy between his chil- 
dren. This is a moft evident point, and abundantly help* 
us to underftand what the prophet means in the text above ; 
and without which it is impoflible to underftand how the 
AJfyrians fhould have founded the land of the Chaldces. 
This kingdom of Babylon being then of AJfyrian extracti- 
on, and confidered as a fifter kingdom with AJfyria, and 
being a natural branch of it, we have nothing here to add 
to what we have already urged, except that we can fix the 
date of it with fomewhat more certainty than that of the AJ- 
fyrian empire, which wc could have no notice of till the 
iirll appearance of Pul in the weft. It may begin then with 
us in the 24th year of Put's appearance to the weftward of 
the Euphrates, 2252 years after the flood, and 747 years be- 
fore Chrift : It ends 2462 years after the flood, and 537 years 
before Chrift. So that its whole duration was no more than 
210 years .complete ; to which if wc add the 23 or 24 years 
of Pul .before the date of this canon, we fhall have a number 
not exceeding 234 for the years of the duration of the great 
AJfyrian family j whether at Nineveh or at Babylon, with refpect 
to what we know of the rife of thefe kingdoms ; and that 
Nineveh 1 which is confeiledly the oldeft, did not much exceed 
this, number, .muir appear to any one that gives himfelf the 
trouble to recollect what we have fo amply obferved in the 
third, fourth, and fifth fcclions of the preceding chapter. 

The Chaldees, we are told, were founded by the AJfyrian ; 
and, by the undoubted authorities of fcripture and Ptolemy's 
aftronomical canon, this AJfyrian can have been no other 
than Pul. If any one can prove the exiftence of another AJ- 
fyrian conqueror or founder before him, we fhall be very 
ready to congratulate him upon the difcovery. The canon 
itfclf directs us when to date the fall of the Babylonian em- 
pire, meaning the 1 8th year of Nubonadius\ though accord- 
ing to the canon" he reigned but 17 years; for every king's 

Vql. IV. N n rejj>n 
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reign there begins with the laft Thoth of his predeceflbr's 
reign. 

SECT. IV. 
The Hiftory of the Babylonians. 

BE F O R E we enter upon the hiftory of this people, 
as conftituting a wide and mo A famous monarchy, we 
muft juft take a retrolpedt of their firft eftablifhment as 
a kingdom, which is vainly given out to have exifted before 
the deluge. In doing of this, we have little more than to 
remind the reader, that we have already exhibited the antedi- 
luvian princes of this part, according to the feveral authors,, 
and that we have already faid as much of its firft founder 
Nimrod as we have been able to colled. We have therefore 
now nothing that remains, but to declare who are faid to hav« 
been his immediate fucceflprs in this infant kingdom, a lift of 
which we have tranferibed. 

A T A B L E of the Kings of Babylon, that immediately fuc- 

ceeded Nimrod. 



2 

3 
4 

5 
6 

7 



According to Eufebius . 



Years. 



Evechoos or Nimrod 

reigned . . - 

Chomajbolus . 
Poms . . „ 

Ncchobcs . . • 

Abios^ . . . . 

Oniballus . : 

Zinzirus . . 



6 

• 7 

35 

• 43 

. 40 
■ 45 

224 



According to Syncelbtsi. 



2 

3 
4 

5 
6 

7 



Years. 



1 Evochoiis or Nimrod 



reigned . 

Chojmabolus 
Porus . 

Nechubes . 

Abius . . 
Oniballes 

Zinzirus . 




6 

7 
35 

43 
48 

40 
45 



224 



Our authors, we fee, perfe&Jy agree as to thefe kings 
who are called the dynafly of the Chaldees y and indeed, 
in this cafe, Syncellus has faithfully copied Eufebius. 
This dynafty, which lafted no more than 224 years, was no 
fooner expired, than the Arabians became uppermoft, and 
produced a race of fix kings at Babylon. This Arabian dynaf- 
ty lafted 216 years, and the two dynafties together 440 years. 

The 
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The whole interval/ as we have ftated it, between the firfl of 
the reign of Nimrod and the call of Abraham? is 646 years. 
This Arabian dynafty then expired 206 years before the call 
of Abraham, and was fucceeded by the AJfyrian dynafty, be- 
ginning with Bilus and ending with Sardanapalus, as we have r 
given it in the chronology of the A/fyrians*. The AJfyrians 
muft then have ereded their monarchy long before the call of 
Abraham, and the fame muft have continued at leaft a thou- 
sand years after him, without any intermiftion, according to 
the mod common accounts, which may be fuBiciently dis- 
proved by this one argument. Befrdes there can be well no 
doubt, but thefe Arabian kings were, according to fcripture, 
of the country of Elam or Perfta ; for under Chedorlaomer, 
king of Elam, we find Amraphel king of Shinar, the undoubt- 
ed Babylonia, warring upon the kings of the Canaanites j we 
may then as good as fatisfy ourfelves, that this Arabian dynaf- 
ty, as it is called, fubfifted after the call, when Abraham re- 
fcued his brother Lot from them , fo that hence it may ap- 
pear, that if any people can claim to have been properly the 
firft monarchy, the Elamites or Per/tans are the people, as we 
lhall obferve in its proper place. 

From the year of the flood 431, or from its foundation, Firft king- 
we have no certain notice of any thing relating to this kingr domo/Bz- 
dom, except that, about 600 years afterwards, there was a by Ion, 
king of 'it galled Amraphel, who warred under the king of <wben 
ElamK This is all we have to fay concerning thefe early founded. 
times of this antient kingdom, except we adopt the Gtefian Amraphel 
accounts of Semiramis, who, according to him, muft be 
called the found refs of Babylon ; and that is what we need not 
repeat. 

However, we cannot but take notice, that the feries we 
have given of the AJfyrian kings, as they ftand in Eufebius 
and Syncellus, is reckoned as the third dynafty of the Chal- 
deans or Babylonians, and called the AJfyrian ; but concern- 
ing this we muft refer the reader to our chronology of the 
AJfyrians, where we hope he will meet with what may fatisfy 
him of the little weight this fucceflion of dynaftics ought to 
have with him. 

According to this method of arrangement, the kings in 
Ptel/my's canon Ihould be called * the fourth dynafty of the 
orientals, and diftinguiflied by the title of the Babylonian ; 
but this we muft reject as built upon no tolerable foundation, 
and cfpecially with us, who diftinguilh, fo widely as we do, 

* See before, p. i 38. & feq; See Vol. II. p. 361. 
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between the antient kingdom of Babylon and the monarchy or 
empire of the fame. 

We have now brought all the hiftory we know of this 
people down to the asra of Nabonaffar ; but before we begin 
* with that genuine race of princes, who are the only kings of 
Babylon we can pofiibly acknowledge, from the days of Am- 
raphel above to the faid Nabonaffar^ we mult relate what is 
fabuloufly reported of the man, who, according to feme 
prophane authors, muft be accounted the firft king of Ba- 
bylon. 

The pry of is by fome called Belcfis ro , and by others Nanybrus*, 

Belefis, or and botn affeft to give us an extraordinary ftory of him, which 
Nanybrus will be almoft all we fhall be able, in thefe authors, to find 

concerning the Babylonian empire, till it was put to an end. 

Under the name of Belefis, this firft prince is reprefented 
as a crafty and a mean-fpirited knave, and as nothing lefs than 
a hero. It is faid he was bafe enough to circumvent Arbaces, 
his collegue and friend, in the moft lhameful manner, by pre- 
tending a vow he had, in the midft of the war, made to his 
god Belus, That if fuccefs was the event of it, and the palace 
of Sardanapalus was confumed, as it was, he would be at 
the charge and trouble of removing the allies that were left 
to Babylon ) and there heap them up into a mount near the 
temple of his god ; there to ftand as a monument, to all who 
fhould navigate the Euphrates^ of the fubverfion of the Af 
fyrian empire. He, it feems, had been privately informed, 
by an eunuch he kept clofc up to himfelf, of the immenfe 
treafure which had been confumed in the conflagration of the 
palace at Nineveh, and knowing it to be a fecret to Arbaces, 
he was tempted to forge this pretence. His requeft was grant- 
ed him, the afhes were given to him, to do with them as he 
would; and not only fo, but Arbaces conftituted him kins of 
Babylon, with an exemption from all tribute. Belefis, by this 
artifice, carried a prodigious treafure with him to Babylon ; 
but when the fecret v/as difcovercd, he was cnlled to an ac- 
count for it, and tried by the other chiefs who had been af- 
fiftant in the war, and who, upon his confefiion of the crime, 
condemned him to the lofs of his head. But Arbaces, a mag- 
nificent and generous prince, freely forgave him, left him in 
pofieffion of the treafure, and alfo in the independent govern- 
ment of Babylon, faying, The good he had done ought to 
ferve as a vail to his crime ; and thus he became at once a 
prince of great wealth and dominion °. 

m Scc before, p. " Nicor. Damasc. in Excerpt. 

Vales, p. 424. « Ctls. apud Diodor. Sicul. 1. 2. p. ;S. 
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In procefs of tirrfe, and under the fucccflbr of Arbaces, he 
became a man of drefs and fhew, and effeminacy, unworthy 
of the kingdom or province he held. Nanybrus, for lb we 
muff now call Belejis, underftanding a certain robuft Mede y 
called Parfondas, held him in the utmoft contempt, and had 
follicited the emperor of the Medes to diveft him of his do- 
minions, and to confer them upon himfelf, offered a very 
great reward to the man who fhould take Parjondas and bring 
him to him. Parfondas, hunting fome where near Babylon 
with the king of the Medes, and ftraggling from the compa- 
ny, happened at length to fall in with Ibme of the fervants of 
the Babylonian Nanybrus, who had been tempted with the 
promifed reward. He had been all the day at his exercife, 
and being very thirfty, and thefe fervants being purveyors to 
the king of Babylon, he asked them for a draught of wine, 
and they, knowing him, very readily plyed him therewith, 
and not only fo, but prevailed upon him to fray and eat a 
meal with them. Parjondas , who was thoroughly fatigued, 
thankfully accepted the offer, and fending the prey he had 
taken to his king, he indulged himfelf in what was laid before 
him, and efpecially in fome rich wines, which were plenti- 
fully poured out on purpofe to inebriate him. Parjondas quite 
fluttered called for his horfe, that he might go to the king of 
the Medes where he was encamped, but inftead of his horfe 
they brought him fome beautiful women, and defired he would 
pafs the night with them, and defer his departure till the light 
of the next morning. He confented, and being fated with 
his pleafures, and fallen into a profound fleep, they rufhed 
upon him in the midft of the night, bound him, and carried 
him off to- Nanybrus-, who no fooner faw him, than he be- 
gan to expoftulate with him for his fubdolous attempts to dis- 
place htm. in Babylon, without any the leaft offence given on 
his part, that fhould make him an enemy. In the end, Par- 
fondas refolutely declared, That he thought himfelf to be 
more worthy of the dominion, than fo indolent and effemi- 
nate a prince as he was ; which the other taking into high dif- 
dain, and reflecting on him for the manner in which lie had 
fuffered himfelf to be furprifed by his fervants, vowed he would 
make him as foft, and as tender, and as delicate as any body p. 

Having thus fworn by the gods Bclus and Molts, [or My- 
litta as it fhould bej he called for the eunuch who had charge 
of his mufic girls, and ordered him to /have him, and fmooth, 
and paint him, and drefs him julr. after the manner of thole 
girls, and to fee that he learned their art, and by all the 
means and methods poifihlc to transform him into one of 

v Nicol. Damafc. ubi fup. 
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them j fo that m a very fliort time Parfondas was quite effe- 
minated, and became more delicate than the faireft female of 
them all, and exceeded them all in tinging* and playing, and 
the other am Qf allurement ; and whoever faw hmi at the 
entertainments the king gave, not only pronounced him a wo* 
man, but the moft beautiful of the train in waiting 

The king of the Medes, Art&ns it feems by name, had 
in vain fought after his favourite companion Parfondas y and 
in vain offered rewards to whoever fhould produce him alive 
or dead, and hearing no news of him gave himfelf up to 
grief for his faithful fervant, concluding, he had been de- 
ilroyed by fome wild beaft in the chafe when he loft him. At 
length, after feven years, it happened, that an eunuch having 
been moft cruelly fcourged and beaten by Nanybras's order, 
Parfondas took the opportunity of the man's di (content, and 
with great promifes, prevailed on him to fly to the king of 
the Medes) and to make known to him his metamorphofis. 
The eunuch went and told what he was ordered, and the 
king of the Medes no fooner heard it, than he was moved 
with the higheft indignation. Immediately he difpatched an 
officer to Nanybrus to demand Parfondas 5 but when the offi- 
cer arrived at Babylon, he denied, that he had ever known 
any thing of any fuch perfon. This anfwer being carried 
back to the Mede, he fent a more refolute and robtift officer, 
than the former, with letters commanding Nanybrus, with- 
out delay or referve, to fend him the man whom he had 
fhamefully debafed and confined among his eunuchs and mufic 
girls, or to expeft tin fudden lofs of his head ; and ordered 
the officer, if he perfifted in the denial to bind him with his 
fafh or girdle, and to lead him to immediate execution. Na- 
nybrus, feared at this, and confulting his own fafety, promi- 
fed to deliver up the man, though he could abundantly juftify 
himfelf with the king of the Medes for what he had done in 
this refpc£t. He then entertained the officer at table, and the 
difhes were no fooner placed before them, than 150 women, 
among whom Parfondas was, made their appearance, tinging 
and playing upon various inftruments ; but Parfondas was 
more charming to the eye and to the ear by far than any of the 
reft ; and accordingly Nanybrus inquiring of the Mede which 
he liked beft ? he immediately pointed at Parfondas. The 
Babylonian at this clapt his hands ; and fell into an immode- 
rate fit of laughter ; and asking his gueft, whether or no he 
fhould be willing to pafs his night with his favoufite ? and he 
declaring his deiire that the thing might be fo ; Nanybrus told 
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him be could not poflibly grant it : Why then did you ask 
me the queftion, faid the Medi ? Nanybrus paufed a while, at 
la*, Th», fays he, is the Parftnda* you want. The officer 
was aftonifhed, and incredulous of what he heard, till at laft 
the Babylonian , convincing him that what he told him was fa&, 
alledged, that what he had done with Parfondas he could an- 
fwer for before the king of the Mtdts. Artaus^ wondering at 
the prodigious alteration he faw in Parfondas , asked him, how 
it had been poffihle for him to live fo long under fuch a load 
of infiuny ? Parfondas pleaded neceffity, and the deflre he had 
to fee his face again, as alfo to live to fee himfelf revenged ; 
^nd begged of all things that he would take revenge for him 
accordingly. Art&us promifed him fair, and Parfondas re- 
covered himfelf to his former mafculine habit and appearance T . 

ArUeus came to Babylon attended by Parfondas, who was 
continually calling upon him for juftice ; but when Nanybrus 
appeared before the king, he pleaded his caufe with great re- 
folution, urging that Parfondas , towards whom he never was 
guilty of the leaft offence, would fubdoloufly and barbaroufly 
have procured his death, that fo he might fuGceed him in the 
kingdom of Babylon. The king of the Mtdes oh ferved> that 
this was but a weak argument in him, who had pre fumed to 
aft as judge in his own caufe, and infli£t punifhments in his 
own right, inftead of appealing to him, and fubmitting to 
what he fhould have feen to have been moft proper to be done 
in the cafe ; and in fhort, declared, that in ten days time he 
would pals the fentence on him he had deferved f . 

Nanybrus^ terrified at this, repairs to an eunuch called Mi- 
trapherms^ who was in greateft favour with the king of the 
MedeS) and promifed him 10 talents of gold, 100 talents of 
filver, 10 golden cups, 200 of filver, and a great quantity of 
fine doathing, if he would but ftand his friend. As for the 
king of the Mtdts himfelf, he made him by this eunuch, at 
the fame time, an offer of roo talents of gold, 1000 talents 
of filver, 1 &o golden goblets, 300 of the fame in filver, in- 
numerable veftments, and other rich gifts, if he might but 

have his life fpared, and the kingdom of Babylon fecured to 
him*. 

The eunuch, thus tempted, repaired to the king's bed- 
chamber, and pre/Ted him very much in the behalf of his cli- 
ent, roptfeftmting, that he had done nothing worthy of dca th, 
that he had not even taken a cruel revenge on Parfondas ; that 
h« had abfcuntd from his blood, and ferved him only in kind. 

r Idem, ibid. r Idem ibid. 1 Idem, ibid. 
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He then urged, that, if after this it fhould be thought right 
to deprive him of life, he might be fpared for his fake, and 
promifed, that if the favour was granted him, the Babylonian 
fbouid prefent him with vaft gifts, and give Parfondas 10& 
talents of filver. The king, at length, gave ear to the in- 
finuations and arguments of this his favourite eunuch, and 
fentenced Nanybrus to a fine accordingly > which, as it gave 
great joy to Nanybrus, affe&ed Parfondas equally with indig- 
nation and difdain, who beftowed his maledictions upon the 
man that firft found out gold, feeing for the fake of that he 
was to live the fport and deri'ion of an effeminate Babylonian. 
The eunuch, who had thus interpofed with his good offices, 
understanding, that Parfondas ftill glowed with rage, and even 
more than ever, not only exhorted him to be reconciled to 
Nanybrus, but told him, it was the king's ^will and pleafure 
he ihould be fo. But Parfondas, deaf to all that could be 
£iid to him on that ful>jec"t, continued to meditate revenge 
both on Nanybrus and his friend the eunuch ; and in the end 
had the fatisfaiStion of being revenged on both u . 

Bur we have been too particular in thefe ftories about this 
firft king of Babylon, fo felf-evidently fabulous, and to dilate 
thereon would only lead us into a repetition of what is gone 
before in difproof of all of it. 
From this fictitious relation then, to proceed to the genuine 
The genu- hiftory of the Babylonians^ in which there is a vaft chafm of 
**I l niany hundreds of years, between the times of Nimrod and 
V . e • li ~ Amraphcl to the times we are now reached down to ; the firft 
^ * Babylonian king after thefe, and thofe we have mentioned to 

have fucceeded between them, that we meet with in hiftory fa- 
Nabonaf- crcc * or prophane, is Nabonajfar, the firft in Ptolemy's canon, 
far. Concerning this king, fo well known for the aera that panes 

under his name, we have nothing particular recorded ; but 
as it may be of great ufe to know in what manner he came to 
be king of Babylon, and how it comes to pafs, that Ptolemy 
could be aflurcd of no Babylonian king who lived before his 
time, fo in companion of what has rnoft generally, and 
till very lately, been pretended, we will venture to fupplythe 
deficiency by fomc probabilities and conjectures, which may 
carry fo much weight with them, after what wc have faid of 
the firft rife, progrefs, and apparent obfeurity of the antient 
kingdom of this people, as may fatisfy every reader, that no 
point of hiftory lias been fo perfectly miftaken, as that which 
relates to the firft rife of the Babylonian kingdom, fo much 
talked of by prophane writers. 
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Xo VTA rds this attempt we have done much already ; but 
this muft be here premifed, or rather repeated, that how- 
ever, we diftinguifh the AJfyrians and Babylonians from each 
other, they were but two branches of one and the fame fa- 
mily. By fcripture this moft evidently appears, where the 
Babylonian names are pure AJfyrian ; and by prophane au- 
thors as much is explicitly confcfled, who own and declare 
the city of Babylon was built by the AJfyrians \ and hence we 
are to conclude, that the antient people that were in immedi- 
ate fubjecTiion to Nimrod 9 have properly nothing to do with 
the great Babylonian kingdom, which arofe in after-times, 
but that the whole mult be attributed to the people who mi- 
grated with Ajhur, or AJfur, and ever after retained his 
name. If any proof of this could be wanting, after what 
wc have fo often attempted in favour of it, we might not 
only recur to Ctefias himfelf and to Herodotus^ but to the 
whole tribe of Greek and Latin writers ; we therefore fhall 
infift no farther on it here, fuppofing it to be what muft be 
univerfally granted, and fhall only obferve, that in Ptolemy s 
canon the Kings of Babylon are called AJfyrians^ and that in 
the fame the kings of Perfta are called the kings of the Medes y 
as it were in honour to the two nations of which they were 
natural branches ; for, in ftricinefs, the hiftory of the em- 
pi^ of Babylon is no other than a continuation of the hiftory 
of the Ajjyrian empire ; juftas the empire of the Perfeans is 
of the empire of the Medes^ and hence in the title of the 
canon above, you have mention only of the AJfyrians and the 
Afedes, though none but the kings of Babylon and Perfia are 
bo be found therein, excepting the princes which follow Alex- 
ander the great. 

Ha ving fettled this point, as we think, beyond the poMI- 
bility of difpute, we fhall next endeavour at the proof of what 
we fuggeft, by the very fituation of the countries in refpect 
•f each other, and the nature of things ; by which it muft be 
plain, that the kingdom of Babylon took birth with the king- 
dom of AJfyria^ and that they were twin lifters, or at lealt 
produced within a few years of each other. Previous to this 
we muft juft repeat, that PuJ, the iirft Al/yrian with us, 
does not appear as a conqueror weftward above 24 ye.:rs before 
the firft of the reign of Nahonajfar, and we would venture to 
aflert, that Pul mull :then have been in the middle of life, and 
that after this he may have lived at lealt 24 years. And this 
being fuppofed, as it very naturally may, we lhall h.ive as 
good a proof as we can ahnoft require, that he divided \vu 
empire between two oi his ions \ for, according to Ptjlen.y, 
Siilonajjar had Babylon for his portion, and, accordinu to 
Vol, IV. C > o ipecac, 
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fcripture, Tiglatb-pilefer had JJJyria for his ; for in fcripture 
we find him as the immediate fuccefibr of Pul, in about fevcn 
years after whofe death, as wc have here ftated it, he appears 
on this fide cf the Euphrates, and leads off with him a number 
of captives of different tribes and nations ; fo that no chrono- 
logies can more exactly concur together than the fcripture 
and the canon in this particular ; and what is more, they will, 



the fame time, help us to fome lights to guide us to the 
truth of what Ctefias and his followers have fo feemingly dif- 
guifed, as we /hall not fail to obfcrve. In the mean time to 
return to our point : The very fituation of thefe countries 
may convince us, that the thing was as we contend ; for they 
fo mutually extend againft each other on the banks of the Ti- 
gris, which was the common boundary of "both, and the only 
partition between them, and Babylonia was fo throughout a 
barrier between Jffyria and the weftern parts, that the JJfy- 
rian could not have reached any of them, but by crofiing 
fome part or other of the country of Babylon w ; and but to 
imagine he attempted to crofs the Euphrates, before he had 
made a conqueft of this rich and fertile land, were an abfurdity 
of the moft glaring kind. And accordingly we find, that Cte- 
fias •, how inconfiftent foever he may have been in other points, 
was fo fenlible of this, that he makes this the firft conqueft the 
Ajfyrians attempted, even though he as good as confefles his 
Ninus never to have crofted the Euphrates, concluding, it 
would appear ridiculous, that a man who had taken it into 
his head to become a conqueror, and to extend his dominion 
over all other countries, fhould not firft make furc of fo near 
a neighbour, which muft have been more tempting to him 
than any other he could poflibly have in view. 

The kin*- ^° w > as we nave P^nly fcen, that the two kingdoms took 
datn of tit- birth together in one man, it is inconfiftent to fuppofe, they 
bylon in were not in fubordination to one another ; and accordingly 
fubjeStion it appears, that Nabonajfar was the younger fon, and confe- 
to that of qucntly in fubjection to his brother Tiglath-pilefer, who is 
•Aftyria. ftilcd the king of Jjfyria, and held his refidence at the origi- 
nal feat of ciie empire, Nineveh, which, that it was older 
than the city called by u.s llubylon, is not only to be gathered 
from the piophct "and other paflages in fcripture, but from 
the bulk of piophunc authors, who concur, that Nineveh was 
hnifhed before the foundations of Babylon were laid. 



Tin s bein;:; fettled, weihall have no more reafon to wonder, 
that thefe two kingdoms were in perfect harmony, than that 
two bi other, fhould a^ree turret he 1 ; the ambition of the 
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muft have contributed to the grandeur and profperity of the 
other reciprocally ; and that a right of fuperiority was ac- 
knowledged by the younger branch at Babylon, towards the 
elder at Nineveh, may be eafily conceived- If this was not 
exactly the cafe, we fhall have fuch difficulties ftart up a- 
gainft us, both in the hiftory of Babylon and that of jijfyria^ 
as are quite infurrnountable. We know they exifted as col- 
lateral kingdoms ; for while the great Sennacherib was in his 
full glory, and warring in the weft, we read of an embaily 
from Merodacb-haladan, king of Babylon, to Hezekiab ; not 
to mention the other kings before him and after him in the 
canon. Now if there had not been the ftricteft union, and a 
moft natural fubordination, between the two kingdoms on 
the other fide of the Euphrates , is it to be imagined, that 
any king of AJfyria would have crofted that river to war in 
the weft, while he was disjoined from his own country by fo 
formidable and powerful a kingdom as Babylon muft have been, 
and who might have taken the advantage in his abfence, 
when he had, as it is likely, drained his country of the choiceft 
of his foldiery, to fpoil and deftroy it ? Or might they not 
have joined the Cifeuphratenfians againft him, and have fur- 
rounded him on all fides, and, by the additional numbers they 
muft have brought into the field, have routed and utterly de- 
ftroyed him ? And muft not this or the other have really been 
the cafe fome time or other, if the kings of the two countries 
had not been bound together by the moft folemn ties of obli- 
gation every way ? Could the Babylonians, who were confef- 
fedly a kingdom all the time, have been fo fupine as fuppofed, 
with fuch a neighbour at their very door ; and when, at the 
fame time, they muft have known, that all the weftern nati- 
ons would moft readily have joined them to deftroy thefe am- 
bitious princes, who, by fo frequently croffing the Euphra- 
tes, expofed themfelves, as powerful as their armies may have 
been, as often in great meafure to their mercy ? Other ir- 
rcfiftible arguments may be urged to maintain us in what we 
would here advance ; but, apprehending, we have faid rather 
more than enough to convince the reader already, we fhall 

pafs them over asneedlcfs. 

From all this we may gather, that Nabonajfar, this firft N.ihonaf- 
king of Babylon, bids as fair to have been the Ninas ot Ctefi- fir /:.-. /; to 
as as Tiglath-pilefer, and rather more fo ; and particularly a* /vmvAv// 
he was, as is molt likely, the hufband oiSe?mratnis, who, if tbe Nidus 
ihe had any right to he denominated from any city of thefe °fp**t l wt* 
parts, was confeiledly, according to the common notion, a 
Babylonian, as we fhall obferve immediately, For notwith- 
ftanding the Ninus of Cteftas is faid 10 have raifed the ciry of 
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Nineveh, in which he differs from what we think very evi- 
dent, he agrees in fo many other points with the perfon of 
Nabonaffar, that he makes full amends for it. We have feen 
him the vifible Ton of Put, whom we have aflerted to have 
been the Belus of that author ; and that he was a warrior, 
cannot be doubted, when it is confidered, that the family he 
was a branch of had juft begun to eftablifh a power, by con- 
qucfr, over all the nations they could reach- But that he 
may have been magnified a little beyond the truth, or indeed 
a great deal, muft not aftonifh us, when we remember, that 
this younger family, rifing upon the ruins of the elder, may 
have arrogated more to thernfeives than was really their due, 
and that even what they did arrogate may have been enlarged 
by tradition, which always fp reads as it goes. 

Thus far again we fee a refemblance between Ninus and 
Nabonajjhr ; the conquefts of the former are confined wholly 
to the Tranfeuphratenfian regions, he never once makes his 
appearance on this fide of the river y , except in the romantic 
lifts of his conquefts. And fo it is moft likely to have been 
with Nabonajfar, who may have warred upon the Aiedes> the 
BaSlrians, and neighbouring people, while the emperor, his 
eldeft brother, was profecuting a war, and grafping at con- 
quefts of far greater importance ; whereby he hoped to become 
matter of the great and wealthy kingdoms of Syria , Phcenice, 
and Palejline, and thereby to pave his way to Egypt itfelf, 
ftates who, for their great opulence, mutt above all others, 
have allured a race of princes poflefled with an unnatural luft 
to live upon the fpoil. 

As we have feen that he may poflibly have been the Ninus 
of prophane writer?, we are next to declare, that he can never 
have been either the Shalmancfer of fcripture, or the Belefis 
of Ctrfms, according to the generality of chriftians. Shal- 
manejer he cannot poflibly have been ; for he had, according 
to the canon, been dead five years before Sbalmanefer feems 
to have begun his reign ; nor can he have been Belefis, for if 
he be a prince any where in the canon, he muft have been 
Nabopallafar^ and indeed can have been no other. Now Na- 
topallafar did not begin to reign at Babylon till full 118 years 
after Ncbcnafjar had been departed this life. Nor confe- 
queritly can he have been Nanybrus y who was con felled Jy the 
lame with B clefts. 

(I likfl ' ° dwell no longer on the milfakes that have been com- 
H bJvt* ni,ttc ^ with regard to this lirtt king of Babylon, we would 
trrntbf ncXt °kfervc, t,,at t,lc Semramis of the Greeks mutt have 

Naboiuif- 1 Scc bcforc ' P- '5°. * fcq- 

f;;r. been 



Semiramis 
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been his wife, if ever there was fuch « queen of Babylon ; 
whereby we fhall ftill more amply evince that he may have 
been Ninus. We have been told fhc was born at Afcalon in 
Syria, that fhe was brought from that country by a certain 
officer belonging to the king of AJJyria, and that Ninus fell 
in love with her, though married to that officer, and made 
her his <jueen z . Now as we have ftated the chronology of 
jfjjyria and Babylonia , it was about the middle of Nabonaf- 
far's reign at Babylon, that his feeming brother, Tig lath- 
pi lefer, crofled the Euphrates, and captivated fome of the 
tribes and nations to the weftward. Among thefe captives, 
it is very likely, Semiramis may have been, according to the 
ftory of Ctefias and, as fhe mufl have been a woman of very 
fuperior wit and beauty, it is not ftrange, that fome great 
jfffyrian lord fhould take her to his bed, and even make her 
his moft favourite wife. It is poflible alfo, that fhe may have 
attended him to the war with the Bacirians as related a , where 
we have made it probable, that Nabonajfar may have com- 
manded. And that this was fomething of the cafe appears by 
this, that Ninus lived not very long with her, and left her be- 
hind him with a young child b. Now Nabonajfar reigned but 
14 years in all c ; and it was in the feventh year of his reign 
that Tiglatb-pilefer firft made any captives from this fide of 
the river. If then we fuppofe, as according to the ftory w« 
may, that fhe lived with her firft hufband five years, fhe muft 
have fallen to the lot of Nabonajfar, if fhe was his wife, in 
the latter end of his 12th, or the beginning of his 13th year, 
and fo he can have lived with her but barely two years ; and 
this agrees feemingly with Ctefias, who, as we apprehend, 
makes the duration of their marriage to be very fhort <i. 

If we build upon any foundation, as pofiibly we may, we IVbtncc it 
fhall hereby be able to difcover, how it came to pafs that fhe came to 
had the fovereign fway over Babylon, as alfo that her reign was A?A> that 
but very fhort. For, confidcring her own perfonal excellen- kfimira- 
cies, that fhe muft have been the Idol of her dece^fed hufband, mi * 
and the mother and nurfe of a tender infant he had left to ' 
fucceed him, nothing is more natural, than that fhe fhould y 
aflume the reins of the government, and inconfequence thereof 
attempt to make herfelf an cverlafting name, for her exploits 
abroad, and her works at home. Accordingly it is poflible 
fhe may have headed armies to fome of the people mentioned 
in her ftory ; and though fhe did not build the city of llabylon, 
which by all circumftances we may allure ourfelves fhe did nut., 
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fhe may fo have added to it, or embellifhed it, as to have in- 
titled her as much, in proportion, to the honour of being 
reckoned the found refs of Babylon 9 as Nebuchadnezzar had to 
be efteemed the founder. A woman of the fort fhe muft have 
been, could never flip fo favourable an opportunity of making 
herfelf confpicuous to all ages; and by her example fhe is faid 
to have ftirred an emulation in a queen, who fucceeded almoft 
200 years after her, and who, it feems, vied with her to the 
degree of eclipfing her c . The name of this queen is Nitocris, 
and between her and Si mi r a mis die re is faid to have been five 
generations * ; which, according to the common way of compu- 
ting, being equal to 150 years, and the fum of the years of 
the Babylonian kings amounting to 210, if from thence we 
deduct the 14 years of Nabonajfar's reign, and as many from 
that of Nabonadius, who was the laft king, and the fon of this 
Nitocris Z i we fhalihave a remainder of 182 years. This will 
be an argument againft us, with regard to what we are at- 
tempting to prove of Semiramis^ and we confefs it; for after 
this rate S emir amis muft have lived above fix generations be- 
fore Nitocris'y we would therefore, fince we have fo many 
concurrent circumftances in our behalf, conclude, that He- 
rodotus is miftaken in this matter, which he well may be, in 
fo traditionary a piece of hiftory as this muft have been in his 
time. If no hiftorian had made greater miftakes than this, 
we fhould not have been involved in fuch labyrinths, as we 
have often been throughout the courfe of this work. 
Her reign Now if things were as we fufpecl: them to have been, this 
but Ikon, great and deified Semiramis reigned but two years h, for her 

fon, according to this, lived no longer, and muft have died 
at two or three years old ; and indeed we have formerly made 
it an objection l , that fhe fhould have reigned fo great a length 
of time after her fon was arrived at years of difcretion. Nor 
can file have been any other than the wife of NabonaJ/ar y by 
the tradition which makes her the foundrefs of Babylon, of 
which file is reported to have laid the very foundations ; this 
is fuppoling her to have been the hrft queen there, and if fo, 
as at the bottom of the prophanc accounts there may be fome- 
thing of truth, as we have ohferved k before, fhe can have 
been queen to no Ninus but NabonaJ]ar 9 and can have reigned 
no longer than her infant f >n, who was king but two years. 

Having thus picked fome fecming truth out of Ctcfias\ 
fiction, we may from the feveral particulars reflect a light on 

* IIhrodot. I. i. c. iS;. f Idem ibid. F ' Idem ibid. 
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the worfhip that was paid to her, particularly in Paleftine y 
Syria i and Babylon K For fhe may have really been born in 
the firft, tranfported from the fecond, and deified in the third ; 
fo that, each having a fort of natural claim to her, it is no 
wonder they fo eagerly contended to do her honour. All this 
may ftand with the times we here fuppofe her to have lived in ; 
but can poUibly fuit with no other that we know of. And 
that fhe was of mean extraction at Jfcalon^ that fhe was in 
theftate of a fervantin Syria or the parts adjacent; and that 
thence fhe was carried to Nineveh or Babylon , does not only 
appear by the Ctejian account of her, and by what is pofitive- 
]y afTerted of her, that fhe was originally a fervant or Have m , 
but alfo by the fable invented to cover the obfcuri ty of her 
birth. In a word, the circumftances, as related of her by 
prophane authors, may very naturally be deduced from the 
circumftances of the firft rife of the AJfyrian monarchy in 
fcripture ; and it is plain, they are put backwards a number of 
ages, only to refledt the greater degree of reverence on her ; 
nor muft we wonder, that fhe had forty years added to the 
length of her reign, by the pri efts, or others, who may have 
had a greater intereft in magnifying her, than in an adherence 
to the naked truth, any more, than that fhe fhould be laid 
to have done infinitely more than it is certain fhe did ; or 
that in the end foe lhould have been deified ; for whatever 
could contribute to derive the greater honour on her, con- 
tributed the more to confirm her in the fuperftitious awe that 
in time came to be contracted for her. 

Having thus feen that Semiramis muft, in all probabili- p ar tieu- 

ty, have been the wife of Nabonajfar, the firft Babylonian / ars CQffm 
king, and fon to the great Pul y or Belus, we fhall next take cernvtg 
notice of fome circumftances concerning her, which we pur- her. 
pofely omitted when we gave her hiftory as queen of AJfyria. 
She is equally famed as the foundrefs of the city of Babylon, 
and as a fortunate heroine, who aimed at no Icfc than the con- 
qucft of the whole known world, as we have feen : That fhe 
may have embellifhcd or added greatly to that city we have 
granted, nor can we refufe fome fort of credit to lb general 
a tradition ; nor will we deny, but flic may have warred 
againft the Batlrians, and other nations in (hofe parts n \ 
and this her mafculine turn of mind may, by the way, con- 
firm us in a belief, that fhe was from her youth bred up to 
the toil and labour or a lervant, as iepoited, which mult na- 
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turally have formed her to fuch exploits. As for what fhc 
did at Babylon, it muft have been but little in comparifon to 
what was done to it afterwards, when it came to be improved 
by the great Nebuchadnezzar , as we fhall hereafter obferve ; 
only for the prefent taking notice, that, as the city muft in her 
time have been in its infancy, and fhe at moft reigned but two 
years without the participation of her hufband, and not above 
four years in all, and in the midft of the wars then waging by 
the dffyrians with all the nations round about, it is not con- 
ceivable, but fhe mull have left that city in no very extraor- 
dinary {rate for magnificence or grandeur. 

Again, as her reign muft have been very fhort, we would 
urge, that fhe did not any thing like what is reported of her 
as an heroine; and that it is almoft clear, that fhe did no 
more than finifh the war with the Medes, or with the Baftri- 
ans, or perhaps with both, as tradition informs us ; and that 
thus fhe compleated what her hufband Nabonajfar, according 
to our fuppolition, had begun and conducted towards an end. 
More fhc certainly cannot have done in the fhort fpace of her 
adminiftration, whether in the days of her hufband or of her 
fon ; and this muft have intitled her to immortal fame, if, at 
the fame time, as it feems, we muft grant, fhe did any thing 
notable towards the improvement or embellifhment of the 
city of Babylon ; nor is it ftrange, that after this we fhould 
be fhewn her through the magnifying glafs of prophane au- 
thors, who had their accounts from the Babylonians, who 
may have thought, they could not poflibly do themfelvea too 
much honour in reporting wonders of this their firft and moft 
fortunate queen. And all their tales being greedily fwallow- 
«d even by the moft judicious, we have her thence compared 
with Sefo/lris ° a fabulous hero ; and hence we fee her building 
fleets, arming legions, raifing Babylon, and, in fhort, cir- 
cumnavigating the red-fea, or Indian ocean, and reducing 
the Arabians and Ethiopians p ; and hence her altars, toge- 
ther with thofe of Hercules, the Liber Pater, and others to- 
wards the confines of India 4 . Hence fhe is reprefented to 
have been a tyrannels of the moft rigid and inexorable fort r ; 
and hence fhe is fabled to have been fo aclivc in keeping the 
people in lubjectioii and awe, that hearing of a tumult and 
;•!] infur reel ion of the Babylonians, as file was dreffing her 
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head, fhe would not give herfelf time to finijfh what fhe was 
about, but rufhed forth from her chamber, with her hair half 
about her ears, to reduce the revolters, and would never fo 
much as fet her hair in order before fhe had done as Ihe had 
refolved f ; and that thenceforward fhe was reprefented, by 
a ftatue at Babylon^ in an undrefs, and with her hair half 
difhevelfed c . Hence it is fhe is reprefented as a monfter of 
luft u ; and hence fhe is celebrated for the many mighty deeds 
and exploits we have formerly related of her w , and others 
equally fabulous, which we fhall not here infift on. In fine, 
fhe is faid to have been the firft AJfyrian queen and lady, to 
have firft furrounded Nineveh with walls, and to have chang- 
ed its name into Babylon *, a ftrange abfurdity we need not 
animadvert on. But after all that is boafted of her by the 
fame author r he acquaints us, that fhe died in her bed z . 

The fecond king of the Babylonians is called Nadius *, 
who reigned but two years ; and if what we have ventured a 1US ' 
to conjecture in the foregoing reign was at all the cafe, as, 
by comparing things together as we have there done, it feems 
to have been, this Nadius muft have been the Ninyas of Cte- 
Jias and his followers, and muft have dyed an infant of about 
three years old. 

The next that filled the throne were Chinzirus b and Po- Qfrmzirw 
rus who reigned five years : Concerning thefe we have no- , " 
thing to conjecture. 1 he names feem to belong to two per- 
fons, and they may have been brothers - y or it may be, that 
one man may have born both the names, which feem to have 
no diredt affinity either with the Chaldee or the AJfyrian. 

Jagaus * reigned next; there is nothing recorded of him, r 
nor can we offer at one conjecture concerning him, except ° 
that he, as well as thofe he immediately fucceeded, and thole 
that came after him, down to AJJar-addin, did nothing wor- 
thy notice, and that they may have parted their days in floth 
and effeminacy. 

Mardoc-empad c , he is certainly the Merodach-haladan of Mordoc* 
fcripture, the fame that fent an cm bally to Hezckiab king of cmpack 
Judab. The times of the former in the canon, and of the 
latter in fcripture, agree exactly ; and it muft have been in 
the feventh or eighth year of his reign that he fent to Hczs- 
kiab. In Ijaiab a he is called A-ltrodiicb-baladcm^ as we have 
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written him above, but in the book of Kings he is called 
Berodach-baladan % and in both places, the fon of Baladan y 
whence we gather, that the 'Jugesus above, who feems to have 
been his father, would be more properly called Baladan, though 
that is what we would not venture to do. If, as is moft ge- 
nerally fuppofed, he Tent this embafly to Jerufalem y to in- 
quire concerning the regreflion of the fhaoow upon Abaz's 
fun-dial he muft be concluded to have been a prince of cu- 
riofity, and a man that cultivated aftronomy, or at leaft en- 
couraged it in others : Though that this was all the bufinefs 
of this embafly j may be difputed j for there feems to have 
been fome other view in it, by the parade Hezekiaby upon 
this occafion, made of his warlike ftores and treafures s . It 
may be fufpe&ed there was fomething more than the folution 
of a curious enquiry intended j for, as Sennacherib was then 
alive, it cannot well be conceived, how there mould have 
been fuch a liberty taken by his Babylonian relation or de- 
pendant,- as to correfpond with an enemy by ambafladors. 
This is the firft Babylonian king we read of in fcripture to have 
had any intercourfe with the kings at Jerufalem ; and he muft 
have been a man of refolution and ambition, if we fuppofe 
he wanted to draw Hezeliab into an alliance with him againft 
the Ajfyrian emperor. Upon the whole, the men he fent 
from Babylon feem rather to have been private agents than 
public ambafladors, and what was tranfacted with them feems 
to have been quite a fecret. He may have underftood, that 
the Medes were on the point to revolt, as they certainly 
did a very fliort time afterwards, and that other nations, 
their neighbours, were ripe fur the fame ; this he may 
have known, and may therefore have attempted alliances 
with the Jews and others, on this fide the Euphrates, 
againft Sennacherib, to fecure his own dominions, or to 
enable him to withftand fuel) incurfions, as he may have 
dreaded from the fame people ; but we forbear to expatiate 
faither hereon. Thus far is certain, that things now began 
to threaten fome calamity to AjTyria ; and it is likely, Mero- 
Htich-buladan miiiht have forcfcvji it, and beftirred himfelf to 



make fure or* what belonged to himfelf. This prince reigned 

12 yea is and was fiicceedcd by 
Arkianu?. At litmus 3| , concci niir.!; u h>m all we know is, that he 

reigned but in e )i*.n:;, and that afcvr him ther e was an inter- 
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fairly concluded, that, the line of Nabonaffar became extinct 
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itx the laft king, or that it was fet afide, if it be not mone 
rational to fuppofe, that the kingdom was not hereditary, fo 
as to fall of courfe to the eldeft fon. There may have been 
difputes among the fpns about the fticceflion, or the king of 
Nineveh* who may have appointed the kings of Babylon ac- 
cording to his own pleafure and good liking, may not, in this 
fpace of tin%e, have determined who fhould next be king of 
Babylon. Ajfar-haddon was now ernperor of AJfyria* and the 
Medes had actually revolted five or fix years before, and he 
rnay now have been at a lofs whom to fubftitute in the throne 
of Babylon^ which, if what we have obferved be right, may 
have been filled with flothful and ina&ive princes ever fince 
the death of Nabonaffar^ or his wife, if fhe was fo, Semira- 
mis. For while the kings of Nineveh were fucccffively war- 
ring in the weft, the kings of Babylon may have degenerated 
confiderably, and have fallen into difgrace and vice, in con- 
formity to what prophane authors relate of the fucceflbrs of 
Semiramis ; and may, by their indolence or connivance, have 
encouraged the Medes to fhake off the yoke. 

Belibus k fucceeded to this inter-reign, but by what means, Belibus. 
or by what right, we know not, except that it may plainly 
appear, that he was appointed by Ajfar-haddon. He reigned 
but three years, at the end of which term, whether he died, 
or was difplaced, may be doubted, by the fhortnefs of his du- 
ration as king. 

He made room for Apronadius l 9 who reigned fix years, Apronadi- 
and gave place to Rcgibclus in , who, poiTefling the throne but U3 - 
one year, made way for Mcfejfimordacus n , who held the Regibeius. 
fceptre but four years, and gave place to an inter-reign °, ^ e ^^i" 
which lafted full eight years. To fill up this chafm, it may mordacl »- 
hence be confirmed to us, that the kings of Babylon were at 
the pleafure of the king of AJfyria* and appointed by him, as 
he thought proper, out of the Babylonian family ; the fhort- Second 
nefs of the four preceding reigns may perfuade us, that the frittr-: <•/.;••. 
kings, between this inter- reign and the former, did not fuc- 
ceed each other as father and fon, and the fame we mav in- 
deed conclude of the kings between Nabonajjar and the firft 
inter-reign, who were but a little while on the throne, and 
feem to have been rather appointed governors for a certain 
.vrm of years, than kings fucceeding in right of each other; 
nor can it well have been otherwife. The elder family at 
Nineveh muft in time have alfumed confiderably over the 
younger at Babylon , and contracted a jealoufy of them, and 
impofed fuch hardfhips on them, or have Ionic way or ether 
behaved to them fo as to provoke them at laft to join with 
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k the Medes to deftroy them. Thus the thing feems to have 
been. 

Affar-ad- The eight years of this inter-reign being expired, AJfar- 
d,n - addin p , the Efar-haddon of fcripture, poflefled himfelf of 

the kingdom of Babylon. We have already faid all we pofi- 
tively know of him, when we formerly gave his reign as king 
of Affyria. It is remarkable, that he fhould deliberate fo 
long as eight years, before he aflumed the government of Ba- 
bylon in perfon. We formerly made it a doubt % whether 
or no he feated himfelf mafter here by art or by violence ; 
but by what we think we plainly difcover of thefe collateral 
kingdoms of the AJfyrians and Babylonians^ he now fet afide 
the Babylonian family as ufelefs, or dangerous, to his empire, 
which muft now have been in a very crazy condition r . By 
this ftep of policy he feems to have re-eftablifbed the AJfyrian 
monarchy 5 and remarkable it may be thought, that he made 
no attempts towards the recovery and extenfion of the AJfyri- 
an conquefts weftward, till he had thus taken Babylon to him- 
felf r . Hence it may appear, that the former divifion of the 
empire, however fmall it may have been, was now judged 
hurtful thereto, and that fo it had been, appears by the con- 
fequences of this junction, after which the AJfyrians rofe to 
a higher pitch than ever they had been, at leaft in the weftern 
parts, where under this king they eftablifhed their power more 
firmly than it ever had been, and even conquered Egypt c. 
The obfeurity of the kings of Babylon^ between Nabonajfar 
and this AJfar -addin, may have given birth to what is re- 
lated of the floth and inactivity of all the kings that fucceed- 
ed between Scmivamis and Sardanapalus, a name which we 
have as good as proved to have belonged to this prince u ; 
but at the fame time we have fhewn there were two of the 
name, a warrior and an effeminate man. This then niuft 
have been Sardanapalus the warrior, for his hiftory declares 
him to have been fuch, but that is what we need not repeat. 
He reigned at Babylon 13 years, and was fuccceded by 
Saofdu- Sajducbcus, or Saofduchinus « , who, as well as his pre- 
ciiCus. deceilbr, was king both of Nineveh and Babylon. We. have 

almdy laid all of him we have been able to collect *, as king 
of /fjjyriti. He re igned 20 years, and was fuccceded by 
Chvnila- Chymladan whom we have fhewn to have been the A^- 
d;ui. huchadoinj'ir of the book oi Judith where we have given 
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all the hiftory we know of him. He, as well as his two 
predeceflbrs, was king both of AJfyria and Babylon, and reign- 
ed 22 years- The length of thefe three reigns, which in fum 
make up 55 years, which exceeds the fum of the nine reigns 
and two inter- reigns between Nabonajfar and AJfar-addin by 
two years, may convince us, that the kings of Babylon during 
that interval were little better than governors, placed and dif- 
placed by the kings of AJfyria at their will and pleafure j and 
continued or difcontinued juft as they approved themfelves 
more or lefs trufty and ferviceabie to the Ajfyrian kings. 
Hitherto the kingdom of Babylon had been dependent on the 
emperors at Nineveh ; it now begins to emerge, and to rear 
up the head. as an empire, exalting itfelf on the ruins of the 
Ajfyrian monarchy. 

For Nabopallafar » fucceeded Chyniladan, and is faid to Nabopal- 
have wrefted the kingdom of Babylon from the AJfyrians, lafar. 
and to have feized on it himfelf, and is plainly the man who 
transferred the feat of the Ajfyrian monarchy to Babylon K 
His name declares him to have been an Ajfyrian, and to have 
derived his origin from Pul and Nabonajfar his fon, it par T 
taking equally of both ; for as Nabonajfar is plainly com- 
pounded of Nebo-addon-ajfur, this man feems to have rejected 
the Addon for Pul, and to have had his name compounded 
from Nebo-pul-ajfur ; which, it is likely, he may have af- Year of 
fumed upon his revolt from the Ajfyrian Sarac, Sarchedon, the Flood, 
or Sardanapalus c , and claims, as fhould plainly appear by his 2 3 73- 
name, to have been lineally defcended from Pul by Nabo- ^ ear ke- 
najfar, and fo, it is likely, pretended to a right of inheritance *° re ^rift 
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in the kingdom of Babylon, of which his family had been 



unjuitly deprived by the elder branch of AJfyria. Thus it 
lccms natural to conclude ; if fo it was, he had a fair op- 
portunity of ailerting his right, for being appointed over Cbal- 
dtca upon the death of Chynilculan, who left the A/fyrian af- 
fairs in great confufmn, and at a time when the Medes were 
in the full vigour of their puriuit againft the kings at Nine- 
veh (l , he took the advantage, and, fcizing on the kingdom 
of Babylon for himfelf, lie entered into alliances with Ajlyages 
the Mede, anil to confirm the lame defircd his daughter Amyite 
in marriage for his fon Nabocolajjar f , and joining heartily in 
the war with him againlt the kingdom of Afyria, thev re- 
duced it to a very humble condition, though, as we have 
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made 
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jnade it appear f , he did not live to fee the final deftrucTion 
of it ; for the irruption of the Scythians put a itop to the pro- 
grefs of thefe new allies, for the fpace, as we are told, of 28 
years 

This prince is called by contraction Nabulaffar*, but by 
the fame author he is alfo callbi-NaSuchadonofor as he is by 
others k Nebuchadnezzar y whence he is diftinguifhed from 
his fon, as the firft of the name 1 ; in a word, he, and no 
other, muft have been the Belefis of Ctefias »», and the Nany- 
brus of Nicholas of Damafcus n ; but what is feemingly ftrange^ 
he is alfo called Sardanapalus *, which we have taken notice 
of already. This prince, befides what he muft have fuffered 
and apprehended from the Scythians, who during his time 
prevailed in jf/ia °, was in imminent danger of being blafted 
in his hopes by an invafion from Egypt. For Pharaoh Nccho, 
at that time king of the country, understanding, that the 
kingdom of AJfyria was as good as diflblved, by the combina- 
tion of the Babylonians with the Medes, and that the confe- 
derates themfelves were under reftraint from the Scythians , 
thought tin's a proper opportunity to be revenged on the Tranf- 
etiphratenftayis, who had captivated the kingdom of Egypt in 
the days of the great Efarhad-don p , and to raife himfelf an 
empire over the kingdoms and countries on this fide of the 
Euphrates, which had, for fome time part, been under the 
kings of AJfyria by conqueit. He profecuted his defign, fuc- 
cccded to his wifh, and even took the great city of Carche- 
mijh, Circutlum, or, as it is moft corruptedly written, Car- 
chabeja 43 , upon the Euphrates r . This we are told was his 
cafe, but we have i'cen it is falfc ; for before this invafion of 
Nccho he muft have been dead f fome time, as appears by 
the circumftancc we arc told of Jcjiah's death, who was ilain 
at Jtlcgiddo in making head againft Nccho, as he was march- 
ing againft the king of AJJyria c , who can have been, none 
other than Sarac" ; for as Jofiah reigned full 31 years w , he 
rr.uft according to the courfc of fcripture and Ptolemy's canon, 

i Sec before, p. 2i8,&fcq. K Ibid, nore (E). h Beros. 
a pud Josi.ru. contr. Ap. I. 1. p. 1044, & Antiq. I. 10. c. 11. 

• Idem a pud eund. Antiq. I. 10. c. 1 1 . k In Libr. Juciia- 

p. 136. 1 David Gantz II. Chron. 1. 2. n. 28 $ w 

m See before, p. 284. n See before, ibid. * Sec be- 

jure p. 21 <j, note (A). • See before, p 218, note (E). 

* See before, 203. 1 JosrPH. Antiq. ubi Tup. c. 7. 'See 
Vol.11, p. 47. f See before p. 219, nocc^G). 1 See 
iuefore, p. 09. ■ See before, p. 215. Sec before, p. 99. 

have 
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have furvived Nabopallafar* It is therefore plain, that wtf 
cannot rely upon Berofus *, when he informs us, that he fent 
his fon Nabuchadonofor to quell the rebellious fatrapa^ or go- 
vernor, of Egypt, Phoenicia, and Syria, as he plainly calls 
Pharaoh Necho \ nor did Nabuchadonofor effect this till aftejf 
his death, and after he had fub verted Nineveh, which was 
brought to paf» by his valour and good fortune, in conjunction 
with Cyaxares the Mede his brother-in-Jaw *. There was 
then no war between Babylon and Egypt during the life of 
Nabopallafar, nor was there any fuch officer as a fatrapa over 
Egypt, Phoenicia, and Syria, in his time, for the AJfyrians ; 
Egypt had recovered itfelf a confiderable time before z from 
the conqueft and captivation of Efar-haddon \ and Judah was 
all this time under her own king Jofiah a , and that all the 
weftern regions, on this fide of the Euphrates, had fhaken off 
the AJfyrian yoke is plain, not only by the hiftory of Chyni- 
ladan b, but by the trouble the great Nebuchadnezzar had 
afterwards to reduce them to Babylon. We may perceive 
then, that Berofus, in the paflage before us, confounds the 
father and fon together, and that he is too hafty in bringing 
on the deftrudtion of Nineveh ; for till that had been effected, 
there is no fuppofing the Babylonians could have pretended to 
crofs the Euphrates and that there was a king of Affyria 
fubfifting in the day that Jofiah was killed by Necho, we 
learn from fcripture c, and that Jofiah furvived Nabopallafar, 
we underftand by comparing the fame with the canon d . This 
fatapra of Egypt and Syria muft be underftood proleptically, 
except we fuppofe the office to have fubfifted upon the 
conquefts of Efar-haddon ; which if it did, whoever en- 
joyed it had little to boaft but the empty title, as may be 
cafily difcovered. We are certain then of no one particular 
fa£t relating to Nabopallafar, except that he withdrew obe- 
dience from the king of AJfyria, that he joined with the Afedc, 
in order to put an end to that kingdom, and that he reigned 
2 1 years, and was fucceeded by his fon 

Nabocolaffar * ; this is the great Nebuchadnezzar of fcrip- jvj a boco 
ture, by the Greets called Nabuchadot/oJ'or ( A). It was he hilar . 

that 



* Apud Jofeph. Antiq. 1. 10. c. 11. & contra A r ion. I. i. 'See 
Newton's Chron. ofanc. kingd. amend, p. 292 56 See before 
p 203, note ( K). a Sec before, p. 92, 93, &. Icq. b See be- 
fore, p. 205, & fcq. c 2 Kings xxiii. zu. a See before 
p. 219, note (G)* c See before in the canon, p. 279. 

(A) His name, taken which way you will, may be difcovered to 
J»uve been djyriau, by the termination -?/ ;: .'\ We tu\o ulnadv 
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Year of that tompleated what his father had aimed at, and fubje&ed- 
the Flood, what had been before the JJfyrian empire to the obedience of 
«394- the throne at Babylon ; it is he that muft be called the firft 
Year be- 'Babylonian monarch. It has been faid,that his fariier, grown 
* reChrift old and feeble, had intrufted him with the reins of the go- 
| °2m ir ^ jVernment fome'years before he dizd, and that in confequence 

of this, he waged war with Pharaoh Necbo, who had con- 
quered all Syria to himfelf* while the Medes and Babylonians 




under 



or bufied in the 



reduction of Nineveh ; and that in this war he not only 
wrcfted Carchemijh, or Cireejium* or Circutium^ a confider- 
able town on the Mefopotamian fide of the Euphrates., from 
Pharaoh Necho^ and routed him with a great flaughter ; but 
reduced all the provinces on this fide of the Euphrates which 
had been feized by Necho y and made a conqueft even of 
Egypt itfelf, where, underftanding his father was dead at Ba- 
bylon , he took the neceflary meafurcs to fecure thofe coun- 
tries, and by the {hortelf. way of the defert, haftened to Ba- 
bylon f . This we have {hewn to be a miftake, fo far as it is 
pofliblc to detect an error of this nature (B) . He certainly 

did 

f Be r os. apud Joseph, contr. Ap ion. 1. i.&apud Euseb. in 
Prsep. Evang, 1. 9. c. 40. p. 455. 

given the teeming derivation of it, and only mention it 'here to re- 
mind the reader of what we have fo often afTerted, that the Babylo- 
nian monarchy, how much foever it may have been diftinguifhed 
from the AJfyrian, was no more than a continuation of it. And this 
may be the more pertinently remarked here, as this prince was not 
only the firft emperor at Babylon, properly fo called, for his father 
can never be quite confidercd as fuch ; but as he was alfo the man 
in whom the AJfyrian or Babylonian greatnefs arrived at its utmoft 
height, as appears by Daniel, who, fumming up the whole of it in 
his perfon, declares, that the golden head he faw in his vifion was 
meant to fignify himfelf *. 

(B) We have already (1) demonftrated the thing to have been 
as we here fuggclt, concerning the death of Nabopallafar ; but as 
ii is a point which immediately concerns the hiftory of this branch 
of the AJj\rian family, we may be allowed to repeat our attempt 
here, by Hating it in another manner, and to make it (till clearer, if 
it be poihble lb to do. From the death of AJfar-addin to the firft year 
of the iei;»u «>f ' Chviiladan is twenty years, and from the firft of the 
icign of LhyniliuLin to the 12th, that he warred upon the Medvs, is 

* Dan i: (1 / See b<fore, f. 206, note ( QJ, fcf p 219, 
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«Ud not crofs the Euphrates^ before he, in conjunction with 
his brother-in-law Cyaxares the Mede^ had put an end to 
Nineveh? and eftabliflied hirnfelf on a folid balls in the eaft. 

This 

3 2 years. Ma naffeb was taken prifbner by Affar-addin in the 2 1 ft 
year of his reign, and, according to all appearance, in the 9th or 
10th year of Affar adding reign at Babylon. The 9th or lothyear 
we fay ; becaufe, as he took Manaffeb captive not long before he 
invaded Egypt, and was to hold Egypt but three years (2), accord- 
ing to the prophet, and reigned at Babylon but 1 3 years, we can- 
not be induced b uc to rhink, he efFetted his conqueft of Egypt in the 
latter part of his reign, and that, as he certainly muft have kept the 
fame in fubjedtion all his life-time, he died within three or four years 
after he had taken Manaffeb prifoner. This being ftated, if Ma- 
naffeb was made a captive in the 9th or 10th year of Affar addin at 
Babylon, and, as Manaffeb reigned 34 years after his faid captivity, 
if, to the 32 years between the war Cbyniladan made upon ther 
Medes and the death of Affar-addin, we add three or four years, to 
make the 1 3 years of this laft king complete at Babylon, it muft fol- 
low, that Manaffeb died eithef in the 10th or 1 ith year of the 
faid Cbyniladan ; and as between the laft year of Manaffeb and the 
firft of Jofiab, there is an interval but of two years, Jo/tab muft 
have begun his reign either in the 1 2th or the r 3 th year of the fame 
Cbyniladan ; from the 1 2 th or the 1 3th of Cbyniladan to the laft year 
of his fucceflbr Nabopallafar, the father of Nebuchadnezzar, muft, 
according to this, have been either 30 or 31 years. New Jofiab 
reigned 3 1 years, and therefore muft either have outlived Nabo- 
fallafar by one year, or have died the fame year he died, fup- 
pofirrg the reign of this Babylonian to have ended with his life, and 
we know not how to think other wife ; for if he had committed the 
reins of his government ever fo much to the guidance of his fon, 
he muft have been confidered, according to all appearance, but as 
his lieutenant ; the father muft ftill have been king, tho' we confi- 
der him but as collegue with his fon, and the years he lived and 
reigned, cither in whole or in parr, muft have been reckoned to 
him accordingly. Now when Jofiab was killed, there was a king 
of Affyria ftill in being ; it was not againft the Medes and Babylo- 
lonians that Pharaoh Necho went up, as Jofephus * in a hurry mif- 
takes the matter : his bufmefs was apparently to get a flvire of the 
Affytian empire, which the Mcdcsnwd Babylonians were on the point 
of dividing between them ; Nabopallafar then could have claimed 
no lawful homage of the king of Egypt, who can have been no re- 
bel to him, nor can lu; have even (an his fon to fuch remote 
parts as Egypt, when he had fo much to do at home, and found, 
that his whole force, combined together with that of the Medes, 
was not more than ncccflary to deftroy the old Affyrian family ; 



(2) Sec before, p, 203, £sf fir/. * Ant if. L x. c.6. 
Vol. IV. not 
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This when he had done, he crofled the Euphrates (C) to 
recover what formerly made a part of the Jffyrmn c»pire, 

taking 

not to mention the Scythians , who, if ever they held any dominion: 
in thefe parts of AJia, miift have held it now, in thi* interval be- 
tween the fall of the JJfyriam and the rife of the Babylonians and 
the Medes. Btrofus then, in what he fays of the expedition Naia- 
fallafar fent his fon againft his prended fatrapa of the Syrians and 
Egyptians, feems rather to have defired to magnify this firft Baby- 
Ionian hero, than to adhere to the truth. No attempt can have 
been made, either by him or his fon, on this fide of the Euphrates, 
till Nineveh had been deftroyed and the Scythians expelled. Now 
in the very laft year of his reign Pharaoh Necba came upon his very 
frontiers, and took Carchemi/b from him, as we have here dated it, 
though, as we computed before f , this invafion and fuccefs of the 
Egyptian mull have fallen out full four years after his reign had been 
expired- So that take it which way you will,and make all the allow- 
ances you poffibly can in the behalf of Berofus, it is plain, he is not 
iincere with us in this cafe. Pharaoh Neeho* who mud have been 
the fatrapa or governor he talks of in the weftern parts, muft have 
been by far a more powerful prince than Nabopallafar his pretended 
mailer ; and we are, for this reafon, inclined to think, that by the 
fame rule he degrades this potent Egyptian, he muft ha ve fpun out 
the life of his Babylonian beyond its natural limits, and have made 
him a mightier man than he was. If Berofus abounded with many 
fuch miltakes as thefe feem to have been, he deferves to be as little 
regretted as Trogtes, or any other we have condemned. 

Here we would beg leave to reclify an ovcrfight and feeming in- 
confillency, that formerly (3) efcaped us, where we fuppofe the 
city of Nineveh to have been fome time dcllroyed in the fourth year 
of Nebuchadnezzar, which, as we have Hated things there, coincides 
with the year Jofiah wasflain by Neeho, though, according to fcrip- 
ture, there was then an slffyrian king abfolutely in being, and 
though we have el fe where determined [\\ that Nineveh was not 
ruined but in the fecond, third, or fourth year of Jehoiakim, which 
is what we ftill adhere to as molt probable : By the computation 
here above it muft appear, that Nineveh had been fome time de- 
ftroyed in the fourth year of Akbucbadnezrar ; though there had 
been, as there actual \y was, a king of slj/yria, when Jofiah was 
/lain at Rle^idJa. 

(C) Eupolemus / 0 tells ur, that Naburhadonofor, king of Babylon, 
underline! in-* that Jeremiah had prop hen" ed in his favour, en- 
treated AjiibatK, the king of the M*Jes % to affift him in this expe- 
dition againli Syria and Pulejline. That accordingly the army of 

f In the note, p. 206, (3) See before, p. 207, note ( QJ). 

{) Jbiii. p 2 \i\ note (G). Jtud Euieb. Pr<rpar> Evang. 

I. iy > e. 50 y,. ,j :^ . 

the 
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aking Carchetmjh from the Egyptians, and reducing Syria as 
elated ; but as for Egypt, he laid no hands on that till many 
years afterwards 5 as not only appears by the hiftory of Egypt 
itfelf, as delivered by prophane authors, but alfo by the plain 
concurrence of fcripture. 

Having deftroyed the city of Ninevtb, and poflefled him- He takes 
felf of Carchemijh g , he c roiled over to this fide of the river Carche- 
Euphrates, arid, having conquered Syria and the neighbour- mifh, and 
ing countries, came with a mixed number of nations h , and conquers 
having ravaged 1 Samaria , Galilee , Scyth$polis, and the Jszvs Syria, 
in Galaaditis, he at length laid liege to Jerufalem k , and took 
it on the gth of the month Cbajleu, or November, a day the 
Jews commemorate even in our times L He now took Je- 
hoiakim prifoner^ and bound him in chains with defign to carry 
him to Babylon ; but he changed his mind upon the humble 
deportment of the captive king, who fwearing to be true to 
him as his vafTal and tributary, he reftored him to his liberty ; 
though he did not abftain from the plunder of Jerufalem 9 
whence he tranfported the veflels in the temple to that of 
Belus in Babylon and took with him fome of the choiceft 
.and moft promifing youths, whom he committed to the care 
of AJbpenaz, the prince of his eunuchs, with a charge to fee 
them inftru&ed in the learning n and language of the Cbal- 
dees, and to educate them in fuch manner, that they might 
be fit to attend him as his royal domeftics. Of thefe, parti- 
cular notice is taken of Daniel and his three friends, Hanani- 
ab, Mijhael, and Azariah °. 

Thus did Nebuchadnezzar begin to eftablifh himfelf in the Returns to 
weft (D), and returning to Babylon, he refolved to adorn Babylon. 

and 

% BcROs.ubi fup. h Eupol. apud Evseu. Pracpar. Evanej. 
1. 9 c. 39. p. 454. zKingsxxiv. 2. 1 Eupolem. ubi fup. 
* 2 Kings xxiv. n, 12. Dan. i. 2. 1 Usser. Anna!, ad Ann. 
Mund. 3398. 111 Dan. i. 2. n Dan. i. 3. o Ibid. 6. 

the Medes and Babylonians united together, 1 and confined of ten 
thoufand chariots, one hundred and eighty thoufand fooc, and one 
hundred and twenty thoufand horfe By this author then it ap- 
pears they had made an end of the A/Tynan monarchy, before they 
attempted any thing upon Syria ; which though it is certain, with- 
out any fuch evidence, we may yet quote it, to confirm what wc 
have endeavoured to clear up in the note above. 



(D) Thus it was, and molt natural it mult appear : lie had fet- 
tled himfelf in the call, and his bufinclb now \v;h to 11 rip Pharaoh 
Necbo of his new empire over Syria, which had formerly belonged 
to the Aflyrian monarchy. He does fo, drives the Egyptians from 

*J Carcbi'/nij'/j 
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and inlarge the feat of his growing empire, in proportion to 
the fovereignty it was to poflefs over the nations far and near p ; 
and 1 being thus employed at home, it happened, that he was, 
in an extraordinary manner, affected by dreams' 3 . Under 
great anxiety of mind, he called together his magicians, for- 
cerers, affrologers, and Chaldaans* and not only demanded 
of them the interpretation of a certain drean* which had efcap- 
cd his memory, but alfo what the dream had been. Per- 
ceiving it was in vain he confulted them, his difappointment 
wrought upon him to that degree of fury, that he refolved to 
put them all to death r , and gave his orders accordingly to 
Ariocb, the captain of his guard ; who, being on the point 
to do as he was commanded, was accofted by Daniel* who, 
expoftulating with him upon the rafhnefs of the decree againft 
the wife-men, and requefting him to fufpend the execution 
of it, gave him afTurance, that he could fatisfy the king in 
what he was fo follitous to know l \ 
His dream Daniel then went into the prefencc of Nebuchadnezzar *, 
°f the and, begging that he would grant him a little time to confider 
image. 0 f the thing, repaired to his three companions above-mentio- 
ned, and joining with them in an addrefs to heaven, the fe- 
evet was revealed to him in a night vifion c . Thus inftructej 
from above, he went to Ariocb the captain of the guard, de- 
firing, he would not fo much as think of the orders he had 
received againft the wife-men, but conduct him to the king, 
whom he was prepared to fatisfy u . When the king faw 
Daniel, or Belte/bazzar* (that was his name in Babylon') he 
afked him if he could tell him his dream, and what it por- 
tended ; to which he anfwered, with a prefatory introduction 
t > inftilinto the haughty prince fome notions of the might and 
majefty of God, that his dream had been as follows That 

r Berosus ubi fup. 1 Dan. ii. r Ibjd. vcr. 12. f Ibid, 
ver. 16. 1 Ibid. ver. 19. "Dan. ii. 24. w Ibid, 

vcr. 3 1 . 

Curcht :nijh , whence they pretended to curb the Babylonians even in 
their own country, recovers all the dominions of Syria and Pa- 
left hie quite to the river of Epjpt (o), and the king of that country 
dares no more (hew his head in thefe parts ^ 7) ; being more fe- 
licitous to defend himfelf in his own country, which was to have its 
turn of invafion, as havin» been joined to the AJJyrian empire by 
E/arbaddon (8), than any thing elfe. 

(6^ ?. Kings xxiv. 7. (7) Ibid. (f?) ?ce hefoie> f. 20 v, 

note (K). 

in 
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in his fleep he faw an image, vaft and refplendent, and ter- 
rible to the fight ; that the head of this image was of fine 
gold, the breaft and arms of filver, the belly and thighs of 
brafs, the legs of iron, and the feet of part iron and part 
clay ; that from an invifible power he faw alrone, that ft ruck 
the image on the feet, which were part iron and part clay, 
and crufhed them to pieces ; that immediately all the metals 
in the body of the image became as duft, which was fwept 
away by the wind and no more feen ; whiJe the ft one, which 
had caufed this dcftru&ion, remained behind, grew into a 
mountain, and filled the whole earth x . That as f.»r the in- 
terpretation of this extraordinary dream, He himfelf, as Icing 
of kings, was fignified by the golden head of the image ; that 
a fecond kingdom, inferior to his, fhould arife, which was 
denoted by the breaft and arms of filver; and that from thence 
a third kingdom of brafs fhould arife, and lord it ove r the whole 
earth ; that a fourth kingdom fhould arife, and be a* it ran* 
as iron, and deftroy all thathad gone before ; bui ch :t, the feet 
and toes being part iron and part clay, this fourth hi 'V'J .sin. 
fhould be nevertheleft partly ftronj and part! 1 / h*cM r ' : r lr:t 
after thefe, God would fet up a kingdom which jh v.: ] -i en- 
dure for ever, and that this was iignined by the fl \<ifi lu'vn 
of thrown without hands, and which had (hat ten:* I iht £old, 
the filver, the braft, the iron, and the clay of tiie iirvue in- 
to duit, which had been fcattered abroad by the wind t i ' 1. 



a 
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* Ibid. ver. 35. * Ibid. ver. 45. 

(E) " In this vifioTi of the image compofed of four metal's, the 
foundation of all Daniel's prophecies is laid. It reprefents n bo- 
dy of four great nations, winch (hould reign over the earth fuc- 
ceflively, viz. the people of Babylonia, the Perjians y the (7»wv?r t 

4t and the Romans. And by a ftone cut out without hand.-, vvhirh 
fell upon the fact of the image, and brake all the four met :!■. to 
pieces, and bxcame a great mountain, and \fi!lcd V/v wh'.fr /"?» ft 
further reprelents, that a new kingdom flvnild aril"- af:er the four, 
and conquer all thofe nations, and grow very great, and hilt to 
*' the end of all ages. 

** The head of the image was of gold, and fipmifirs the natio;* 

" of Babylonia 9 who reigned fir it, as D,vtifl himfeif interprets. 
«' Thou a "t this lead of gold \ faid htf to Ncbuchadnc^ Thcfc na 
tions reigned till Cyrus conquered Bubshv ; ;md, within a fev. 
months after that conqueft, revoltd] to the P r r/it,rs % and let them 
up above the Medes. The breaft and arm - of the in .i^e w ei ■• 
of filver, and reprefent the Pstfans, who icinied n -\ 1 Thv 
belly and thighs of the image wcru of hraf% and r-'pr-l'^nr 
Greeks, who under the dominion of J!exa+it#' the "•*••>'. con 

% 1 cMcred 
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Nebuchadnezzar, amazed at what be heard, fell on his 
face and worfhipped Daniel, commanding that they fhould 
ftrait offer him an oblation and fweet odours, acknowledging 
his God to be a God of gods, and a Lord of kings . He 
then promoted him to a great height of dignity, made him 
great prefents, invefted him with the government of all the 
province of Babylon, and made him chief of the prefidents of 
all the wife-men. But Daniel requefted, that his three friends, 
Shadrach, Mejhach, and Abed-nego (fo they were, called in 
Babylon) might have charge of the affairs of the province of 
Babylon, and tjje thing was fo ; while Daniel was appointed 
to fit in the gate of the king, as next immediately to himfelf \ 
Sends few- While he was thus at Babylon, news came to him, that 
ral nations Jehoiakim had rebelled againft him, and refufed to pay hi mi 
to barrtst/s an y m ore tribute ; but not having a proper opportunity to 
Jehoia- chaflife this diftant king in perfon, he ordered the Ghaldees, 
khim. Syrians, Moabites, and Ammonites to make incuriions into 

the territories of Judah b , and in this manner did they con^- 
tinuc to perplex him for the fpace of three years $- till, at 
length uniting, they befieged Jerufalem, and laying hands on 
Jehoiakim, they flew him, and threw his body into the high^- 
way c j a Warfare related a different way by Jofepbus*, ac- 
cording to whom Nebuchadnezzar muft now himfelf have been 
before Jerufalem, and muft have taken it in perfon, and have 
put the flower of the inhabitants to the fword, and have car- 
ried off 3000 of the chief citizens into captivity. 
- Bu t to return to fcripture c ; thefe confederated nations, 

the^Flood tnou gh tnc . v ' iaCi tnus deftroyed tne king of Judah, did not 
"400 ' poffefs themfelvcs of Jerufalem, but continued to blockade it 

Year be- 

foreChrift * Ibid. rcr. 47. a Ibid. rer. 49. t> 2 Kings xxiv. 1 . c See 
599> before, p. 105. d Antiq. 1. x. c Ubi fup. 

" quered the Perfians % and reigned next after thera. The legs 
" were of iron, and reprefent the Romans, who reigned next after 
" the Greeks, and began to conquer them in the eighth year of An* 
<l tiochus Epiphanes. For in that year they conquered Per feus king 
4< of Macedon, the fundamental kingdom of the Greeks ; and from, 
" thence forward grew into a mighty empire, and reigned with 
4< great power, till the days of Iheodofiut the great. Then, by 
«« the incurfions of many northern nations, they brake into many 
*< fmaller kingdoms, which are reprefented by the feet and toes of 
" the image, compofed part of iron and part of clay *. 




• Sir Is. New ton *s Obfcru. on the Vi opbecy of Dan. Part 1. e . 3- 
p. 25, 26. 
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till Nebuchadnt%mr came* who appeared in a kvr months (F) 
at the head of his whole.army ; and inverting it with a regular 
fiege, he forced Jehoiachin to furrender himfelf, with the 
circumftances Before related f. He now refolved to exert the 
utmoft; pf his rigour, and to give a glut to his avarice ; and, 
in confequence thereof, he emptied the facred and the royal 
treafuries, and cutting to pieces the golden veffels of the tem- 
ple, he carried all off, together with the inhabitants that were 
confidcrable either for valour or ingenuity ; draining the land 
to that degree, as to leave none but the poorer fort juft to 
cultivate the land ; and appointing Matianiah^ whofe name 
he changed into Zedekiah, king over the defolate kingdom of 
Judah f . Thus did he march back in triumph to Babylon ^ 
laden with the fpoils of the Jews, and followed by numbers 
of the captive people, who, by their valour and (kill, might 
have been, and no queftion were, of great ufe to him in the 
ftupendous works he had begun or projected at Babylon^ and 
highly ferviceable to him in the profecution of his conquefts. 
And thus [ended his fecond war with the Jews. 

No fooner was this over, than Jeremiah h began to pro- 
phefie the increafe of this prince's dominion, and particularly, 
that he (hould fubdue Elam^ a kingdom on the river Ulai, to 
the ealtward of the Tigris (G). This country muft have 

been 

f See before, p. 105. 8 Ibid. p. 106. b Jerem. xlix, 
34—39- 

(F) If it be wondered, how it came to pafs, that Nebuchadnezzar 
neglected, for at leaft three years, to appear in this war perfonaUy ; 
it is anfwered (9), That it is uncertain what detained him fo long, 
though it is very probable, he was bulied in the conduct of his vaifc 
defigns at Babylon ; that, however, he may have been engaged, as 
a mediator between the Medes and the Lydians, who, after a war 
of feveral years, being on the point of fighting a decifive battle, 
were interrupted by a total edipfe of the fun (10^, which, as they 
interpreted ir, prevailed on them to fubmit to the arbitration of 
two nieghbouring princes, rheyfhould agree to chufe for each other. 
It is now fuppofed, that Nebuchadnezzar was cho fen by the Mede, 
and that he was employed in that affair, while the nations mention- 
ed made war upon Judah ; but Herodotus exprefly faying it was 
Labynetus (n) who was this mediator, we (hall defer what may be 
fuggefted thereon to the time of his reign. 

(G) By the words of the prophecy Elam mult have been a great 
and potent kingdom ; Behold I will break the bo*v of Elam, the chief 

(9) Pr IDE A ux's Comet?, of the Hif. of the Old an I Neio Trji. 
Vol. J. part /'. /. l. p. 69. Ew. ( 10) IIlbKODOT. /. I. t. 7 }.. 

(11) Idem /. I . c, ibid. 
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been the Suftana ;of the Greeks^ and lay fo opportunely for 
him, being, as it were, a borderer on him, that he can have 
been no very great while in the completion of this advantage- 
ous prophecy. And accordingly we find, that, in after-times, 
the capital of this country, Shujhan y was fome times honoured 
with the prefence of the \B a by Ionian monarchs. 

This mighty prince, the darling of heaven, or the inftru- 
ment rather of God's wrath to punifh the wickednefs of Xhe 
nations round about him, had always his vi&ories and accefli- 
ons of fortune preceded by prophecies from the mouth of Je- 
remiah ^ or fome other prophet j nay, plots and feditions con - 
t riving againft him were blafted, while yet in embryo, by 
typical remonftrances from men divinely infpired. So, when 
th£ kings of the Moabitcs^ Ammonites, Tyrians and Zidoni- 
ans would have tempted Zedckiab, the thoughtlefs king of 
Jerufa/em, to rife againft the Babylonian ; Jeremiah i fent to 
each of the ambafl'adors in his court, a prefent of yokes and 
bonds, to be carried to their matters, with this declaration, 
That the Lord of hofts, the God of the whole earth, had 
doomed them all to be fervants to Nebuchadnezzar ; that they 
mould all ferve him, his fon, and his fon's fon ; that fuch as 
fhould but offer to reject his yoke, he would punilh with the 
fword, and with famine, and with peftilence, till they were 
utterly confumcd by him but that thofe who quietly fub- 
mittecl their necks, and faithfully obeyed the king of Baby/on, 
ihould find mercy, and remain in pofleflion of their country- k ; 
fuch was abiblutely to be their fate if they refifted, and fuch 
their reward if they behaved fubmiilivcly under their bondage. 

A more fublime elevation no man can be (hewn in than 
this, which exalts him to the height of being, as it were, 
God's immediate vicegerent here on earth. Hut how great 
and terrible Ibever lie was reprelentcd, lie was dreaded but 
lor a time, by the weftern nations cfpecially ; who, notwith- 
standing the fevere remonftrance and declaration ot Jeremiah? 

1 Ibid, xxvii. k Jerem. xxvii. 

of their ?nivht And nhon Elani rri /// / brin'i the four ivinds from the 
f»u> quarters /w:':';/, and will feat tcr them towards all thofenvitids. 
and there //W/ /v no motion ivhither the out cafls of Klani /ball not 
ewe F.r 1 c \\iU etu'e l ; .!:un to be difmaved before their enemies, and 
L, fc* m e tli ri that ferk //•« life ; and 1 ivill bring < : upon t!um r even 
.♦v." fie*\r anger hut!: the Lot J, nr. J I -ivill fend the fxvot d after them till 
1 h t :r- c:*ifw\ • fbt.m. And I -ivill jrt rn thmnr in Elam, and 1 n'tll 
defray ,'■ ;,v; fy, {>. ■■ the \ '...u and the fiineiS, faith tbt Lord l ?.). 

were 
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were contriving how they fhould free themfelves from the Year of 
Jcing of Babylon. Nebmhadnezzar, underftanding tha* the the Flood, 
Egyptians, the yews, and the other nations, were contriving 2409. 
to withdraw themfelves from hw obedience ; and that Zede- ^ear he- 
ki*b 9 whom he had appointed king of Jerufalem, had been *° re Chriii 
encouraged by Pharaoh Hophra, or Apries, king of Egypt, 59^ 
to fet him at defiance, refolved particularly to punilh fuch in- 
gratitude and infidelity 1 in the moft extraordinary manner ; 
and putting himfelf at the head of his army, he advanced to 
the frontiers, at the fame time to chaftifeall thefeprefumptuous 
nations ; where being arrived, and considering with himfelf, 
that he had a number of them to deal with, he remained in 
fufpence for a while, dubious where he (hould firft open the 
war y till at laft he referred this important bufinefe to the or- 
dinary methods of divinatory direction in practice with the 
Chaldees, who, confulting of entrails, their images, or te- 
raphim, and their arrows (H), delivered it as their opinion, 

That 

1 2 Kings xxv. 1. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 17. Jerem. xxi. 1. xxxiv. 1. 

(H) This practice of divining by arrows continued among the 
Arabs till Mohammedifm prevailed, which abfolurely forbids it (13), 
and appears to have been the very feme in ufe with the Babylonians 
at this time. <f The arrows ufed by them for this purpofe were 
like thofe with which they call lots, being without heads or fea- 
thers, and were kept in the temple of fome idol, in whole pre- 
fencc they were confulted. Seven fuch arrows were kept at the 
lt temple of Mecca ; but generally in divination they made ufe of 
three only; on one of which was written, My LORD hath 
commanded me ; on another. My LORD batb forbidden me ; and 
" the third was blank. If the hrft was drawn, they looked on it 
as an approbation of the entcrprize in qucftion ; if the fecond, 
they made a contrary conclufion ; but if the third happened to 
be drawn, they mixed them and drew them over again, till a 
decifiveanfwer was given by one of the others. Thefe divinin» 
arrows were generally confulted before any thing of moment was 
undertaken ? as when a man was about to marry, or about to 
go a journey, or the like [Ebn al Aihir % alZamakb. & al Beid. 
" in Kor. c. Al Mofatraf &c. Vid. Poc. Spec. p. 327. &c. Sc 
" D'Herbelot. Biblioth Orient. Art Acddh.] This fuperftitiouu 
" practice of divining by arrows was ufed by the ant lent Greeks \ 
[Vid. Pott. Antiq. of 6V. vol. i. p. 334.] and other nations ; 
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44 and is particularly mentioned inferipture, [Exek. xxi. 21. ] where 

" it i.; faid, that the king of Babyloii flood at the parting of the way, 



at the head of the two ivays, to ufe divination ; he made his a rrows 

bright, (or, according to the verfion of the Vulgate, which (cam 

(13J See the Koran, c. 5 /. 94. of Mr. Sale'* tranjlation. 

** preferable 

Vol. IV R r 
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That the war fliould firft break out againft the Jews m . The 
Babylonian army then made its way to the kingdom of that 
people, and in a few days became mailer of all their cities, 
except Lachijh, Azekah, and Jerufalem * j which in the latter 
end of December, the fame year, was blocked up by Nebu- 
chadnezzar, with all his formidable army, and a clofe and 
vigorous fiege enfued <\ 

While he thus was employed, he had advice, that Pha- 
raoh Hophra was on his march to relieve the befieged ; where- 
upon he broke up from before the city, and marched to give 
the Egyptian battle p , and attack him before he could be pof- 
fibly joined by any of the difcontented nations mentioned a- 
bove ; but before he left Jerufalem, he took care to fend all 
the captive Jews in his camp, amounting to 832 perfons, 
under a good guard to Babylon He then moved againft 
the Egyptians, who, not daring to abide the onfet, as fhould 
feem by the prophet retreated in proportion as Nebuchad* 
nezzar advanced j though others <* tell us, they ventured on 
a battle, which ended in their overthrow. 

Having thus driven the Egyptians back again into their 
own country, he had leifurc once more to profecute the ven- 
geance he had refolved to take on the king at Jerufalem, 
which city he befieged once more, raifing works about the 
place from whence he fo annoyed the inhabitants, that they 
did not fo much as dare to fhew their heads on the walls c . And 
*yet this fiege continued fo long, and was in a way of continu- 
ing fo much longer, that Nebuchadnezzar feems to have loft 
all patience, and to have retired to recreate himfelf at Rib/ah u ; 
if it was not bufinefs rather than plcafure that drew him thi- 
ther. While he was at Riblah, his generals, Nebuzaradan, 

*> Ezek. xxi. 19. — 24. " Jerem. xxxiv. 7. © 2 Kings ubi 
fup. Jerem. xxxix. 1 . lii. 4. p Jcrem. xxxvii. c. * Idem lii\ 
29. r Idem xxxvii. 7. c Jofeph. Antiq. Jud. ubi fup. c. 10. 
1 Idem ibid. u 2 Kings ubi fup. ver. 6. 

" preferable in this place, he mixed together, or fhook the arrows) 
" be canfulted with images, &c. The commentary of St. Jerom 
•< on this paflage wonderfully agrees with what we are told of the 
" aforefaid cuftom of the old Arabs. He Jhall fland, /aith he, in 

« the highway, and confult the oracle after the manner of hit nation, 
*' that he may caft arrows into a qui*ver, and mix them together, being 
• l written upon, or marked with the names of each people, that he may 
" fee whofe arrow will come forth, and which city he ought firft t* 
" attack" f 14) 

(14) Seethe prelim. Dife to the fame, p. 126, 127. 

Ncbnft>(]Jban 
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Nebujbajban, Rabfaris, Nergal-Jharezer, and Rabmag (1) 9 Year of 
ftuck clofe by Jerufalem ; and at length perceiving the inha- the Flood, 
bitants to be quite exhaufted of their ftrength and courage, 2 4' >• 
they af&ulted the city in the middle of the night, w and took Y ca ***f ~ rt 
it after a twelvemonth's fiege. At firft they miffed Zedekiah for 5 Chntt 
and his family, but they took him the next morning, as he \ ^ 
was attempting to efcape. Nebuchadnezzar no fooner faw 
Zedekiah brought before him at Riblah, than, feverely up- 
braiding him for his perfidy and ingratitude, he caufed his 
children and all his friends that had been taken with him, to 
be put to death before his face, and then, depriving him of 
his eye-fight, ordered him to be bound with chains of brafs, 
and in that deplorable condition to be carried away captive to 
Babylon x . 

Hfi then difpatched Nebuzaradan, the captain of his guard, 
wijii orders quite to difmantle the city of Jerufalem y to burn 
the temple there, and the royal palace, and in fhort the whole 
place. This was executed with the utmoft rigour ; and to 
compleat the tragedy, every foul in the land was led away 
into captivity, except fome few of the moft miferable of the 
people, who were left to take care of the foil and the fruits 
as yet ungathered. Thus did the Chaldaans, under Nebu- 
chadnezzar, deal with the Jews ; they ftripped the temple of 
all its furniture, and deftroyed the brazen fea, and the two 
brazen pillars K 

Among the prifoners Nebuzaradan brought with him to 
Riblah were Seraiah the high-prieft, Zephaniah the fecond 
prieft, the three governors of the temple, Zedekiah y s chief 
general, and five of his favourites or counfellors, together 
with his mufter-mafter, who was alfo his fecretary ; Nebu- 
chadnezzar ordered all thefe to be beheaded. In the midft of 
his fury, however, he concluded it was advifeable not to leave 
the land without fomebody to look to the miferable remnant 
that was in it, and to this office he appointed one Gedaliah 2 : 
Nor did he fail to extend his mercy and favour towards the 
prophet yeremiah, giving Nebuzaradan a favourable charge 
with regard to that holy perfon, to leave him to his choice 
of remaining behind in his own country, under his particular 

w Ibid. ver. 4. x See before, p. 109. * Ibid. z Ibid, 
p. 110. 

(H Jofephus (15) calls them Nergelcar 9 Aremantus, Emegar, Na- 
ba/aris, and Ecbarampfaris. 



(15) dntiq.Jud. I. IO. c. ij. 
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protection, or of going forward with him to Babylon^ there 
to enjoy himfelf in peace and plenty in his palace. And now 
Nebuchadnezzar returned once more in triumph to the city of 
his refidence, adding great ftrength and glory to it, by an 
rmmenfe booty he brought with him, and a numerous acceffi- 
on of new inhabitants. 

With the gold he amaffed in this expedition, it is thought, 
he erected * the monftrous colofTus of that metal in honour 
of his god BeU in the plain of Dura in the province of Ba- 
bylon. It was fixty cubits in height, and fix cubits in breadth, and 
all of gold ; and having fummoned together all his princes, 
governors, captains, judges, treafurers, counfellors, and all 
the rulers of provinces, to the dedication of this idol, pio- 
clamation was made, That all people, nations, and languages, 
Ihould no fooner hear the found of various mufical inftruments, 
than they fhould fall down and worfhip the golden image Ne- 
buchadnezzar the king had fet up ; under the fearful penalty 
of being thrown into the midft of a burning fiery furnace 
They failed not to obey at the fignal given, all but the feuus., 
and particularly Shadrach^ Mejhach s and Abed-nego (K), who 
being b; ought before the king, and accufed of the negleft, and 
contempt, and perfifting in a refufal to do as was commanded, 
he became quite furious againft them, and ordered, that the 
furnace ihould be heated feven times more than ever it had 
been, and that they Ihould be thrown into it c . They weie 
then bound with all their apparel about them, and thrown in ; 
but the heat or the fire of the furnace was fo violent, that it 
killed the men who had charge of the execution d . This was 

a Tripe au\, ubi fup. 1,2. p. 87. Dan. hi. ' Ibid. ver. 
40. Ibid. ver. 22. 

(K) It may be thonght fi range, that Daniel was not accufed as 
well as his friends, it being itnpoflible to fuppofe, he fell down and 
worhhipped the image. To this it is anfvvered (16 , that he muft 
hive been either abfent, or, if prefent, mult have been too great a 
man to be accufed : It is obferved (17) to be mod probable, that 
he was prefent, it being impofiible well to conceive, how fo impor- 
tant an officer could have been abfent upon fo general a fummons, 
nn«l upon fo folcmn an occafinn ; but that his enemies might think 
it d.mgerou:> to begin with him, and chofe to pave the way to his 
dclliuftion by that of his three friends, who being miraculoufly 
delivered, Daniel efcaptd all danger of courfc. 

(16) See IV id. ubi /up. p. 87. (17) Idem, ibid. 

nm 
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no (boner over, than Nebuchadnezzar became all afronifhed," 
and haftily inquiring, if they had not thrown three men bound 
into the furnace, and being anfwered accordingly, he cried 
out, / fee four men loofe walking in the midjl of the fre, and 
they have no hurt^ and the form of the fourth is like the Son 
of God*. He then drew near to the mouth of the furnace, 
and conjured the three men, as fervants of the moft high 
God, to come out to him. They did fo, a^d all were afto- 
nifhed at what they faw, when they perceived, they had not 
received the letft hurt or alteration, even in their garments f. 
Nebuchadnezzar blefled the God of Shadrach^ Mefhach, and 
Jbed-nego^ and decreed, that whofbever of any people, nati- 
on, or language, fhould prefume to fpeak any thing amifs of 
the God of Shadrach 9 Afejhach, and Abed-nego^ the criminal 
fliould be cut in pieces, and his houfe turned into a dunghil s . 

ThjS mighty prince, thus reformed, was obliged once 
more to crofs the Euphrates*, to make war on the nations on 
this fide, whofe turbulence of fpirit could not reft. It had 
been prophclied, that he fliould fubdue Egypt (L ) 9 and ferve 

her 

e Ibid. ver. 25. f Ibid. ver. 27. c Ibid. ver. 29. 

(L) The prophet's words are ( 18), Son of man 9 take up a lamen- 
tation for Pharaoh king of Egypt, and fay unto him, Thou art like * 
young lion of the nations, *nd thou art as a whale in the feas ; and 
thou camep forth with thy rivers, and troubled (I the waters with thy 
feet, and fouled/1 the rivers. Thus faith the Lord God, 1 will thet efore 
fpr$ ad out my net over thee, with a company of many people, and they 
fjall bring tJbee up in my net . . . For thus faith the Lord God, The fword 
of the King of Babylon Jball come upon thee . . . There be the primes 
of the north all of them, and all the Zjdonian5, which are gone down 
with thejlain, with their terror they are ajhamed of their might, ai,A 
they lie uncircumcifcd with them that be Jlain by the fword . . . Pha- 
raoh Jhedl fee them (that is, Pharaoh ftiall fee the Zidonians, or Tyri- 
ans deilroycd before him ; for Nebuchadnezzar fubdued Phoenicia 
before he invaded Egypt), and Jhall be comforted over all his mui/i- 
tude, even Pharaoh and all his army /lain by the fword y faith the Lord 

God. That this prophecy immediately relates to Nebuchadnezzar, 
appears by the recapitulation, made in this fame chapter, of the 
conqueib of this monarch, as djbur, or JJyria, Elam, Sec. J em fa- 
tern may not have been mentioned, as not being yetdaltroyed. Ti e 
lame prophet dilates much upon this fearful deitruclion and cajrti- 
vation of Egypt in other places (19). Jeremiah is qnite explicit 
upon the occaixon, and mentions (20) this king by name, Thus faith 

OS) Ezek. xxxii. t — 31. (19) xxix, xxx, xxxi. (20) 

xliii. 10 — 15. 

the 
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her as Judah had been ferved, and that the fame fete ihouid 

alfo befal the city of Tyre (M). 
Year of In completion of thefe predi&ions he fat down with his 
the Flood, army before Tyre, and underwent a moft tedious fiege of 13 

2414. years there, and at laft had nothing but an empty town for 
Year be- 
fore Chrift fa Lord of hofts, the God of Jfrael, Behold, 1 will fend and take Ne- 
5^5* baehadnezzar my Jervant . . . And when he eometb, he Jball finite the 
iSV\J land of Egypt, and deliver fuch as are for death ; to death; and fuch 

as are for captivity, to captivity ; and fuch as are for the fiword, to the 
fivord. And I will kindle a fire in the houfes of the gods of Egypt, 
and he fhall burn them, and carry them away captives, and be Jball 
array himfelf with the land of Egypt, as a fbepherd putteth on his 
garment, and he Jhall go forth from thence in peace. He Jball alfo 
break the images ^Bethftiemeih, that is in the land of Egypt, and the 
bcufes of the gods of the Egyptians fl?all he burn with fire. Much 
more to the fame purpofe is to be found in this fame prophet (21). 

(M) Thefe are the words of the prophet (22), Son of man, be- 
caufe that Tyrus hath faid againft Jerufalem, Aha,Jhe is broken, that 
was the gates of the people . . . Therefore thus faith the Lord God, Be- 
bold, / am againft thee, O Tyrus . . . Behold I will bring upon Tyrus, 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, a king of kings, from the north . . . 
Jball flay with the fword thy daughters in the field, and he Jball make a 
fort againft thee, and ca/l a mount againft thee, and lift up the buckler 
againft thee. And be Jhall fet engines of war againft thy walls, and 
with his axes he Jball break down thy towers. By reafon of the abun- 
dance of his borjes their duft Jball cover thee, thy walls Jball Jbake at 
the noife of the horfemen, and of the wheels, and of the chariots, when 
he ftjall enter into thy gates, as men enter into a city wherein is made a 
breach. With the hoofs of his horfes Jball he tread down all 'thy ft rests ; he 
Jball Hay thy people by the fword, and thy ft rong gar i Jons Jball go down 
to the ground. And they Jball make a J'poil of thy riches, and make 
a prey of thy merehandije ; [This fcems to contradict what is faid of 
the removal to the ifland, and the emptinefs of the place when Ne- 
buchadnezzar got polTeffion of it, but may be meant only to exagge- 
rate the deftru&ion of the old town ] and they Jball break down thy 
walls, and deftroy thy pltafant houfes ; and they Jball lay thy ft ones, and 
thy timber, and thy dujl, in the mid ft of the water .... And I will 
make thee like the top of a rock ; thou Jhalt be a place to fpread nets 

upon : thou Jhalt he built no more . . . Then all the princes of the Jea 
Jhall 

come down from their thrones, and lay away their robes, and put 
eff their hr aider ed garments ; they Jball c loath themf elves with trem- 
bling, they Jball fit upon the ground . . . and be aftonijbed at thee ; and 

fo on in this place, and in others ( 23) of this fame prophet, to the 
fame purpofe. 

(21) xlii. xliv. xlui. ifc. (Z2) Ezek. xxvi. 2 — 16. (23) 
xxvi i . xx viii . 

his 
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his pains h . For the Tyrians y perceiving his obftinacy againft 
them, and fcnfible they rnuft fooner or later fall into his hands, 
bethought them of removing to the ifland oppofite to them, 
and no 1 *ibove half a mile or fo from the fhore ; where they 
built them a new city, whither they conveyed all their effe&s, 
and -eft Nebuchadnezzar to vent his rage upon the empty 
v/aite of the old town, which he failed hot to do *. However, 
during this fiege, he from time to time, by detached parties, 
feems compleatly to have fubjugated all the countries about 5 
;ind this he certainly did, in purfuance of the feveral prophe- 
cies of Jeremiah and EzekieL Thus during this fiege, he 
fent Ncbuxaradan with a party into Judaa^ to take venge- 
ance on them for the murder of their late governor Gedaliah : 
In confequence of which he brought off with him all the in- 
habitant he could meet with, and which amounted to no 
more than 745 perfons, and thereby compleated the defolati- 
on of the land. 

What Nebuchadnezzar may probably have done at Tyre, Year of 
before he departed thence, we have declared already k . But the Flood, 
to mike amends for this difuppointment, it was promifed by 2427. 
the prophet, that Egypt fnoulJ pay him for what he had fuf- Year be^ 
fend before Tyre l . Egypt was at this time as weak as Tyre *° re thrift 
was apparently flrong ; for the country was at this time in 57 z ^ 
great diftra&ion, caufed by a civil war then raging between 
Jpries and Amajis ™. But concerning this his expedition a- 
giii.ifr Egypt we have no manner of account, except what we 
fi:?d relating thereto in the prophecies of Ezekiel and Jere- 
miah \ whereby we underftand, that Egypt fuffercd as much 
by h\:n as any nation had till then done (N). And now it 

muft 

* Sec Vol. II. p. 345. * Ibid. p. 346. k ibid. 1 Ibid. 

p 40. tn Ibid. p. 50. 

H 

(Nh This, bef'des what we have cited from the prophets to prove 
if, is rj>-c{fkly faid by Jeremiah (24), addreffing him (elf to fuch of 
the rcmnsrtj of Uic captivity as thought to have found a fure 

plrc. of lefLp m Egypt ; Thus fat tb the Lord of bojls, the God of 
hr»f-) 9 }f\e W « : y Jit your faces to enter into Egypt, and go to fojourn 
thett s bni a f mil come to pafs, that the fword % which ye feared t fhall 
tvett [• \\u there in the land of Egypt, and the famine y whereof ye 
%uere afraU t fia'l folUw clofe after you, there in Egypt, and there ye 
fball til*'. <j Jl>a/l it be with all the men that fet their faces to go into 
Egyp\ to fojourn there t they Jhall die by the Jhvord, by the family, and 
hy the pejUlence : and none of them Jhall remain, or rfcapi from the 




(24) xlii. 
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muft have been alfo, that he conquered the Libyans^ and Ethi- 
opians ^ and other adjacent nations, according to the prophe- 
cies concerning him (O). As for Egypt, it is quite uncer- 
tain in what ftate, or upon what conditions, he left that coun- 
try, or whether or no he did not appoint Amafts, fo famed 
among the Egyptians, his lieutenant or viceroy there n . The 
glory and profperity of the reign of this Egyptian king, as 
reprefented by the Egyptians themfelves °, need not prevent 
us from concluding, he was no better than a firbftitute and 
tributary to the king of Babylon, and the rather, as the pro- 
phet forctels of them, that they fhould be confounded and 
defolate for 40 years afterwards p , which is a fpace of time 
neatly equal to the reign of Amafis 1 ; and his defc&ion in the 
end may have been as good a reafon as any formerly given for 
the rage, as it is reprefented, of Cambyfes againft him r , when 
the Pcrfians had deftroyed the empire of Babylon. 

But to defift from uncertainties of fo very dubious a na- 
ture, Nebuchadnezzar is faid to have carried his arms into the 
very heart of Libya and Iberia, and to have far exceeded even 

n Ibid. p. 52. 0 Ibid. p. 53. P Ibid. p. 49. S Ibid, 
p. 59. r Ibid. p. 56. 

evil that I will bring upon them. For thus faith the Lord of ho/is, the 
Cod of Ifrae), As mine auger and my fury hath been poured forth upon 
the Inhabitants of Jcruialezn, fo Jhall my fury he poured forth upon you, 
•when ye Jball enter into Egypt : and ye Jhall be an execration , and an 
mftonijhmcnt, and a curfe, and a reproach, and ye Jhall fee this place no 
tn$re (25). 

(O , Son of man * prophefy and fay, Thus faith the Lord God, Howl 
ye, wo worth the day. For the day is near, even the day of the Lord 
is new, a cloudy day, it Jhall be the time of the heathen . . . Great pain 
Jhall be in Ethiopia, when the Jlain Jhall fall in Egypt, and they foal I 
take away her multitude, *nd her foundations Jhall be broken down, 
Ethiopia, and Libya, and Lydia, and all the mingled people, and 
Chub, a id the men of the land that is in league, Jhall fall with them 
by the fword Thus faith the Lord, They alfo that uphold Egypt foal I 
fall, and the pride of her power Jhall come down : from the tower of 
Sycnr foal I they fall in it by the fword, faith the Lord God. And the r 
Jhall be d, folate in the mid ft of the countries that are dejolate, and her 
eit.es Jhall be in the mid/} of the cities that arc wafted. And they Jhall 
knew that /am the LORD, when I have fet a fire in Egypt, and 
when all her helpers Jball he deft rosed. In that day Jhall meffettgers ;'<? 
forth from me in j£ips, to make the carelefs Ethiopians afraid, and 
great pain Jhall come upon them, . . .for lo it comet h (26}. 

Ujl Hid. iq iS. .vex. (26) Ibid. 2—9. 

Hercules 



Chap. 9. The Hiftory of the Babylonians. 



321 



Hercules himfelf *. Thus far we have feen him a warrior be- 
yond all that had gone before him 9 we have now done with 
his martial deeds, and mull retire with him to Babylon, and 
take a view of what he did there, and feeing the magnificence 
of that city is wholly attributed to him, we cannot do it bet- 
ter than by a defcription thereof, which we have particularly 
reierved for this place ; for it was this prince that enlarged and 
adorned it, and enriched the temples of it with the fpoils he 
had taken, and, in fine, did moft of what is attributed to 
Semiramisy except the immediate foundation ; and, indeed, 
as it is evidently under him, and almoft under him only, as 
monarch of Babylon, that the country flouriftied, and lorded 
it over the nations, and divided the empire with the Medes, 
who upon his death feem to have been upon no very good 
terms with the Babylonians , fo nothing is more natural than 
to conclude, that the city attained its fplendor under him, and 
that what was done to it after him, was rather to preferve it 
from aflaults of the enemy, than to fet it off as the queen of 
the eaft. 

Towards the defcription of Babylsn, and what Nebu- Babylon 
chadnezzar did there, we have little or nothing to add to defcribed* 
what has already been faid for us ; and therefore we fhall have 
no more to do than to tranferibe it, and particularly in the 
method of a late learned author r. 

Semiramis, as we have feen, by fome c , and Belus u by 
others, is faid to have founded this city \ but whether it was 
originally founded by Belus or iW, or his fon Nabo- 
najfar the firft Babylonian king in Ptolemy's canon, it was 
Nebuchadnezzar that made it one of the wonders of the world. 
The moft famous works in and about it were the walls of the 
city itfelf ; the temple of Belus y Nebuchadnezzar's palace, 
and the hanging gardens belonging to it ; the hanks of the 
river ; and the artificial lake and canals made for the draining 
of the river ; works which for magnificence and expencc, 
were exceeded by no one attempt of human labour, excepting 
the wall of China. 

The walls that furrounded the city were every way pro- The walls. 
digious ; for they were in thicknefs 87 foot, in height 350 
foot, and in compafs 480 furlongs, or 60 of our miles w . 
Thefcare the mcafures according to Herodotus y who was him- 

* ABYDfM. ex MiiCASTM. apud. Euse b. Praepar. Evang. I. 
9. p. 450. Sc Bi:Ros apud Joseph. r Pkioeaux in his con- 
nect. 1 See before, p. 165. " Abyden. ex IvIkcmth. apud 
Ku&eb. Praip. Evang. I. 9 p. 4^7. Qjnt . Curt. 1. 5. c. 
1. "Hltopot. ! 1. c. 178. 

Vo* . TV. S f fclf 
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fclf at Babylon ; and though there are thofe who differ from 
him in thefe dimenfions, yet moft, who agree in any mea- 
fures of thefe walls, give us * the fame, or nearly the fame 
he does (P). Thefe walls formed an exa£t fquare y , each 
fide of which was 120 ftades, or 15 miles, in length, and 
were all built of large bricks, cemented together with bitu- 
men 8 , a particular product of the neighbourhood of this ci- 
ty a , and much more durable and ftrong than lime. On the 
outfide of thefe walls was a large ditch full of water, and 
the earth dug out of it ferved to make the bricks which built 
the walls b , fo that from the great dimenfions of the walls, 
thofe of this ditch or moat may be readily conceived. In 
each fide of this fquare were 25 gates, 100 in all, and all 
of folid brafs : Between every two of thefe gates were three 
towers, and four more at the four corners of this great- fquare, 
and three between thofe corners and the gates next on each 
fide, and each of thefe towers was ten foot higher than the 
walls. But this is to be understood only of thofe parts, of 
the walls, where towers were needful for defence For 
fome parts of them being upon a morafs, and inacceffible by 
an enemy, there the labour and coft was fpared, which, 
though it muft have fpoiled the fymmetry of the whole, muft 
be allowed to have favoured of good ceconomy 5 though that 

x Plxk. Hhl.Nat. 1. 6. c. 26. Philost.I. i. c. 18. *He- 
rodot. ubi fupr. 2 Idem ibid. c. 179. Quint. Curt. 1. 5. 
c.i. Strab. 1. 16. p. 743. Diodor. Sicul. 1. 2. p. 69. Ar- 
il ian. de expedit. Alex. 1. 7. a See Vol. I. p. 319, note (I). 
h Hlrodot. ubifup. c Diodor. Sicul. 1. 2. p. 68. 

(P) Diodorus Sicu/us, as we have feen before (27), diminifh- 
cs the circumference of thefe walls very coniiderably, and takei 
fomewhat from the height of them, as in Herodotus, though he 
feems to add to the breadth of them, by faying, That fix chariots 
might drive abreaft thereon ; while the former writes, That one 
chariot only might turn upon them ; but then he places buildings 
on each fide of the top of thefe walls, which, according to him, 
were but one ftory high (28) ; which may pretty well reconcile 
them together in this refpeft. It is obferved^ , that thofe, who 
give the height of thefe walls but at fifty cubits, fpeak of them on- 
ly as they were after the time of Darius Hyjlafpcs, who had caufed 
thrm to be beaten down to that level To dwell particularly on 
the varieties in authors that have fpoken of this city, would be 
both endlefs ai d fx uitlefs. 

(27) P. 165. (*s;L. l -c. 179- (z<j) Fid. Prid. 

uhijupr. p. gc. 

is 
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is what one would not have expe&ed from a prince who had 
been fo determined, as Nebuchadnezzar muft have been, to 
make the city complete both for ftrength and beauty ; and 
hence it fhould fecm, that we fee a woman in after-ages com- 
pleating the walls of Babylon ; which may have been no more 
than fupplying the deficiency of towers in the parts fo defti- 
tute of them, which may be better confidered, when we 
come to fpeak of her in particular. The whole number then 
of thefe towers amounted to no more than 250, whereas a 
much greater number would have been neceffary to have 
made the uniformity complete all round. From the 25 gates 
in each fide of this fquare there was a ftrait ftreet, extend- 
ing to the correfponding gate in the oppofite wall, whence 
the whole number of the ftreets mult have been but 50 3 but 
then they were each about 15 miles long, 25 of them crof- 
fing the other 25 exactly at right angles d . Befides thefe 
whole ftreets, we muft reckon four half ftreets, which were 
but rows of houfes facing the four inner fides of the walls. 
Thefe four half ftreets were properly the four fides of the 
city within the walls, and were each of them 200 foot broad % 
the whole ftreets being about 150 of the fame. By this in- 
terferon of the 50 ftreets, the city was divided into 676 
f qua res, each of four furlongs and an half on each fide, or 
two miles and a quarter in compafs. Round thefe fquares on 
every fide towards the ftreets ftood the houfes, all of three or 
four ftories in height, and beautified * with all manner of 
ornaments ; and the fpace within each of thefe fquares was 
all void, and taken up by yards, and gardens, and the like, 
cither for pleafure or convenience. 

A branch of the Euphrates divided the city into two, run- 
ning through themidft of it, from north to fouth (Q_), over 
which, in the very middle of the city, was a bridge, a fur- 
long in length 15 , or rather more, and indeed much more, it' 
we hearken to others, who fay, it was no lefs than five 
ftades or furlongs in length, though but 30 foot broad h , a 

d Hrrodot. ubi fupr. c. 180. e Diodor. Stcul. 1. 2. p. 
67. f He rodot. ubi fupr. Ph 1 lostr. 1. 1 . ' Sri ah. ubi 
fupr. p. 738. h Sec before, p. 166. 

(Q^ It feems rather to have been a branch of the Euphrates { 30), 
than the main ftream itfelf, that thus divided this city. In Ptolemy's 
maps it is fcated upon the Nabarmalcba, or royal river. 

(30) V iJr eutuL ibiJ. 
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difference we lhall never be able to decide (R) ; this bridge 
however is faid to have been built with wonderful art 1 , to 
fupply a defect: in the bottom of the river, which was all Tan- 
dy. At the ends of this bridge were two palaces k ; the old 
palace on the eaft fide, the new one on the weft fide of the 
river ; the former of which took up 1 four of the fquares a- 
bovc-menrioned, and the latter m nine of them. The tem- 
ple of Belus, which flood next to the old palace, took up 
another of the fame fquares. 

The whole city ftood in a large flat or plain, in a very 
fat and deep foil n ; that part or half of it on the eaft fide of 
the river Wiis the old city °, and the other on the weft. wa« 
added by Nebuchadnezzar p , both being included within the 
V3ft fquare bounded by the walls aforefaid. The form of the 
whole was feemingly borrowed from Nineveh^ which was 
alfo 480 furlongs ; but though it was equal in dimenfions to 
this city, it was lefs with refpedl to its form, which was a 
parallelogram % whereas that of Babylon was an exact fquare : 
It is fuppofed, that Nebuchadnezzar , who had deftroyed that 
old feat of the AJJyrian empire, propofed that this new one 
fhould rather exceed it than not r , and that it was to fill this 
great intended city with inhabitants, that he tranfported fuch 
nu;nhers of captives from other countries hither f j though that 
is what may be difputed, feeing he therein only followed the 
conftant practice of the kings of AJJyria^ who muft have re- 

5 DroDoa Sicul. 1. 2. p. 68. Herodot. L i. c 186. Quint. 
Curt. 1. c. i. Philostr. I. i.e. 18. k Beros. apud 

Joseph. Antiq. Judaic. I. 10. c. 11. Herodot. ubi fupr. D10- 
non. Sicul. ubi fupr. Quint. Curt, ubi fupr- Phi lost. 
ubi fi pr. See before, ubi iupr. 1 Diodor. Sicul. ubi fupr. 

Idem ibid. n Hi rodot. ubi fupr. c. 193. 0 Beros. ubi 
fupr. r Jdcm ibid. '1 DiodoPv. Sicul. ubi fupr. p. 09. 

r Vid. Piudeai'x's Connect, of the Hilt, of the Old and New 
Teft. vol. i.I. 2. p. 97. in 8vo. f Vid. cund. ibid. 

(R) By the former of the dimenfions of this bridge, it is plain, 
the city was not immediately upon rhe great river of Euphrates, 
but rather upon fomc artificial canal, or inferior branch of the 
main ftrcam. By the latter indeed it may feem, that it Rood up- 
on rhe main flream irfelf ; however, as they both agree To well in 
the bread:!; of the bridge, wc may be inclined to think the former 
wa* the tru"ft length thereof, the latter being quite difproporti- 
onare tlirreto ; and hence wc may be brought to conclude, that 
t'»e city of Rabxlan was not immediately upon the great river Eu- 
phrates. Orher arguments, this way tending, may be allcdged ; 
but, ar» it is a point of itich obicurity, we wave them. 
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curred thereto, as the moft certain means of a/Turing their 
conquefts either to themfelyes or their pofterity. 

Thus far however appears ; this city was never near in- 
habited, and, with refpedt to the very meridian of its glory, 
may be compared with the flower of the field, which flourifbes 
to day, and to morrow is no more ; for as we fhail fee in 
the courfe of this work, it never had the time to grow up 
to what Nebuchadnezzar vifibly intended to have made it ; 
for ' Cyrus removing the feat of the empire foon after to Sbu- 
Jhan^ Babylon fell to decay, and never flour i/hed to the de- 
gree of any thing like what Nebuchadnezzar had certainly 
propofed to himfelf. Thus far is allowed, no country could 
have been better able to fupport fo vaft and populous a city 
as this was intended to have been, had it been the will of fate 
that it fliould have been compleat?d up to the firfr defign (S ). 

But 

fS J This it is thought never to hai'ebeen ; for " when Alexander 
'* (3i)$fcame to Babylon, Curtius tells us, no more than 90 furlongs 
*' of it was thenbuilt, which can no otherwife be undcrftood than 
" of fo much in length, and if we allow the breadth to be as 
cc much as the length, (which is the mm oft that can be allowed) 
" it will follow, that no more than 8100 fquare furlongs were 
" then built upon, but the whole fpace within the walls contain- 
tf ed 14400 fquare furlongs, and therefore there mull have been 
6300 fquare furlongs that were unbuilt, which, Oertius tells us, 
were plowed and fown. And be fides this, the houfes were not 
contiguous, but all built with a void fpace, on each fide, be- 
tween houfe and houfe. And the lame hiftorian tells us this 
4< was done, becaufe this way of building feemed to them fafeft. 

" His words are, Ac ne totam quldem urbcm tcSiis occufa-verunt, per 
qo Jladia habit at ur^ nec omn*ei continun fuvt ; credo , quia tut his eft 
pluribtts locis fpargi. i e. Neither teas the nvhole city built upon, 
" for the fpace of qo furlongv it ivas inhabited, but the honfcs tverc 
** not contiguous , becaufe they thought it jafeft to be difpci f'd in man)' 
" places diftant fro?n each other. Which words \+hry thought it 
" fafefl] are to be underftood, nor as if they did this Tor the bet- 
' ter fecuring their houfes from fire, as lb me interpret them, but 
chiefly for the better preserving of health ; for hereby, in ci 
** ties fituated in inch hot countries, thofe fufKo<vi;ioM. k and other '* 
*' inconvenienrcs arc avoided, which mull necrliarily arced fuch as 
" there dwell in houfes cloiely built together. For winch re.ifoH 
** Delhi, the capital of India, and fevcral or her Cities in thofe war- 
** mer parts of the world, are thus built ; riietifa;;e in thole p'accs 
being, that fuch a llared fpace oi ground be left void between 
every houfe and houie tJi-.t i;> built in tiieni ; ;pk1 oM Rome was 
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But neither did Nebuchadnezzar live long enough, or the 
empire itfelf fubfift a time fufficient to bring this to pafs. 

The 

«« built after the fame manner. So that, putting all this together, 
** it will appear that Babylon was fo large a city in fcheme rather 
•* than reality : for according to this account, it mull be by much 
" the larger part that was never built, and therefore, in this refpecl, 
• 6 it mud give place to Nineveh, which was as many furlongs in 

_ " circuit as the other, and without any void ground in it that we 
" are told of. And the number of its infants, at the fame 
** time, which could not difcern between their right hand and 
" their left, which the fcripture 'tells us, were 120,000 in the time 
*' of Jonah, doth fufficiently prove it was fully inhabited.' * 

Upon this we have to remark, that nothing can be concluded 
from what is re'ated by Curtius, at a time when the city mull have 
fufFered a very great decay ; and when the houfes and private build- 
ings in particular mull have been deferted and gone to ruin, and 
levelled with the ground, the ground that became void, amounting to 
a conliderable fpace, rr.ay have been converted to the ufes tillage 
and pafture. For when Alexander came to Babylon, it muft have 
been little better than the fkeieton of the old city ; fo that let 
what Cur tius -reports concerning it be ever fo true, it proves ne 
more, than that fuch was the ftate of Babylon when Jlexander 
came there, not what it had been, and doubtlefs was, when the 
feat of the Babylonian, or latter JJJyrian empire. Again, as to 
what is alledged in tke citation above, to confirm what is aflerted 
by Curtius, as to the diftance left between houfe and houfe, and 
the example produced in Delhi, and other cities in hot countries, 

. which are built in that draggling manner, it may be needlefs to 
animadvert thereon, when at the fame time it is granted, that in 
the length or breadth of 15 miles there was no more than 25 
!:rccts, or 26, including the two half ftr.ee ts, or rows, at the 
ends and at the fides. A city built in this proportion muft have 
been full airy enough, and by the proportions it muft appear, that 
there were fuch void fpaces behind all the houfes, as muft have 
anfwered all the purpofes of preventing fuffbeations, and other in- 
con veniencies the inhabitants may have been in danger of. And 
befide.% if Delhi and other cities in the eaft, are built in the ex- 
tenfwe and incoherent manner above fuggefted, other cities there 
are, in climates to the full as warm, and under much better re- 
gulation, which are not only built, without this difcontinuity, 
but as c'ofc as pofiible, and with ilreets fo narrow, that there 
would not be much more than room for one of our coaches to pais 

through them ; as Canton in China (32), and other cities in the 
feme country, and others. 



(];) c t-f the Dutch Embnjly. 
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The next work in Babylon^ attributed to Nebuchadnez- Temple of 
%ar y is the temple of Be/us*. This temple or tower, as to Beius. 
its form and dimenfions, we have fufficiently defcribed al- 
ready », where we have alfo declared our thoughts concern- 
ing the firft foundation and completion of it w ; but fome par- 
ticulars we muft however add, to give a more diftindt idea of 

1 Biros, ubi fupr. u See Vol. I. p. 321. note CK). w Ibid. 

Laftly, it is almoft certain, that Nineveh was never fo big as 
Babylon j notwithstanding what is inferred from the 1 20,000 fouls 
there, who could not diftinguifh their right hand from their left ; 
which, as we have fugge (led formerly (33% may be as juftly un- 
derftood of a religious blindnefs, as a natural incapacity ; and 
is a figurative exprefiion, which may be very aptly ufed on the 
occafion when Jonah was to open their eyes, that they might 
fee the dangers their fins were like to bring upon them. Nineveh 
was in the time of Jonah in its infancy ( 34) ; there was as yet no 
king of Affyria, diftinguifhed as fuch (35), and therefore to fup- 
pofe that city, in the days of Jonah, to have been moie con- 
fiderable than Babylon was, at the height of her meridian, is a 
little out of the way. Nor will it be much more juft to imagine 
it to have exceeded this city, even when it was at the greatefl ; for 
it is plain, by the hiftory of all the Affyrian kings at Nineveh, 
that they never eflablifhed a fettled dominion over the parte of 
their empire, as it is called, but were forever diverted by foreign 
wars ; fo that they lived rather upon the fpoil, from time to time, 
as they made their incurfions upon this kingdom or that, than 
upon any regular or continued revenue or tribute from the fevera! 
people they over-ran, who never refted quietly, for any fpace of 
time, under their yoke. Efar-baddon was the moft powerful of 
them all, and extended his dominion even over Egypt 9 which 
none of his predeceffors ever did, and wag in a fair way of ef- 
fecting the monarchy his fore -fathers had in vain afpired at ; but 
he dying foon after he had thus eftabliftied himfelf, and being 
as it feems, fucceeded by a prince of no attive genius, the em- 
pire mouldered away by degrees till it became no more. Nic* • 
ebadnezzar, of all the Affyrian race, feems to have raifed the fa- 
mily to the utmoft it ever was. His great fuccefie.% and the 
length of his reign, in comparifon of what ivas enjo) ed by any 
Affyrian king before him, may abundantly convince uj, time 
raifed Babylon to a pitch of magnificence and grandeur, which ha-l 
never been feen at Nineveh ; and if thereto we add his p.-iflion to 
aggrandile and imbelhih this city, which plainly ectipfed he/ filler 
in Affyria, we cannot fo much as doubt o. A 'i:; thoi. \h after a!!, 
we are very ready to think, Babylon never vva* fo ic:y cnurmou-. 

ai reprefenccd. 

(33; to before p 186, CW). (34) IhiA. CjJ; Wei- 

■vjut 
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what it was. The afcent to it was by {feps on the out fide, 
by the Hope lines which formed the eight retractions or bench- 
ings in, which fhaped it, as it were, into eight diftindt 
towers, as may be obferved in the reprefentation we have 
copied of it. What the uppermofi of thefe towers was fet 
apart for, we have fcen already f ; but on the top of this 
there was, it fee ins, an obfervatory *, by the means of which 
the Babylonians are pretended to have advanced themfelves to 
their great pretended knowledge in the fidereal fciences. Till 
the times of Nebuchadnezzar^ it is thought, this tower was all 
the temple of Bclus, but as he did by the other antient build- 
ings of the ci:y y , fo lie did by this z , making great additions 
thereto, by vail edifices erected round it a , in a fquare of two 
furlongs on every fide, «:ud juft a mile in circumference, 
which exceeded the fijuarcatthe temple of Jerufalem by 1800 
foot b . On the outfide of thefe buildings was a wall, which 
inclufcd the whole; and in con fide rati on of the regularity 
wlierewirli this city was to all appearance marked out, it is 
fuppofed c that this wall was equal to the fquare of the city 
wherein it {rood, and fo is concluded to have been two miles 
and an hdlf in circumference. In this wall were feveral gates 
leading into the temple, and all of folic! brafs d , which it it 
thought c , may have been made out of the brazen fea, and 
brazen pillars, and other velfels and ornaments of the kind 
which Nebuchadnezzar had tranfported from Jerufalcm ; for 
in this temple he ib did to have dedicated his fpoils brought 
from that of "Jerufalcm f . 

In this temple were feveral images or idols of maffy gold, 
and one of them, as we have fcen B , 4.0 foot in height, the 
fame, as fuppofed h , with that which Nebuchadnezzar con- 
federated in the plains of Dura This laft is faid to have 
been 60 cubits, or 90 foot high ; which, though it vallly ex- 
ceeds the dimenfions of the former of 40, yet this laft is 
thought to have been fo extraordinary for fizc, that it has 
been attempted to reconcile them into one k , by fuppofing, 
that in the go foot the height of the pedeftal is included, 
and that the 40 foot are for the height of the ftatue without 

f Ibid. p. 244. * Diodor. Sicu l 1. 2. p. 98. y BtROS. 
apud Joseph, ubi flip. * Idem apud eund. ibid. * Hero- 
dot, ubi fup. * Vid. Prid. Conncdt. Vol. I. part 1. 1. 2. 
p. 100. in 8vo. < Idem ibid. d Herodot. ubi fup. c Vid. 
IVid. ubi fup. f Dan. i. 2. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 7. 8 See 
before p. i*»7- h Vid Prid. ubi fup. * Sco before, p. 
^16. k Vid. Prid. ubi fup. 

tjic 
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the pedeflal (T)^ and being faid to have weighed rooo talents 
of Babylon l 9 it is thence computed, , that it was worth three 

1 See before, p. 167. 

(T) With the pedeftal or without, this golden coloflus muftbe 
allowed to he a wonder, and efpecially if it was aU of gold. We 
will forbear to talk of the proportions of this ftatue, aa a late learn- 
ed author (36) has done a they may have been juft, for ought we 
know, though that is what we are apt to fufpeS, as well as that 
Diodorus, by the ftatue he mentions (37), means that wtiich Jtfebu- 
cbaJntxxar railed in the plain of Dura . It (hall fuffice, . that we 
take notice, that the fame late learned author (Jg) imagines this 
ftatue, vaft as it was, weighed but 1000 talents of Babylon, and 
confecmently, that, according to the value of the Babyhnifi talent 
in Pollux''* Ommafikon, it amounted to three millions and a half of 
our money. The go{den ftatue in Diodorus is placed in the temple of 
Btlus (39), where Herodotus has alfo feemingiy two golden ftatues of 
folid gold, the one, which he reprefents as large, of Jpfiter or Btlus 
(40), in a fitting pofture, on a throne of gold, and with a table of the 
fame metal before it, the whole toother weighing 800 talents o£B*~ , 
£y/<w j . and another of 1 2 cubits high, all of folid gold, which if it 
weighed fbmuch as 860 talents, muft have been much larger than the 
former ; which, with its throne and all its furniture, weighed no more; 
and that to Herodotus (41 ) feems fo much, that he cautioufly re- 
ports it on the credit of the Cbaldaans themfelves. Whatever was 
the difference in weight between thefe two«ftatues, it may thence 
appear that Diodorus j in allowing but 1000 talents for his ftatue of ; 
40 foot high, is egrcgioufly millaken, and confeqoently, that our 
author (42) was a little inattentive to this feeming abfordity, ex- 
cept he concluded his ftatue to have been hollow, or plated over 
with a thick meet of gold ; that indeed might alter the. cafe, and 
he would have done well to have made this diftin&ion ; but he 
plainly concludes it to have been of maffy gold (43 ). 

We formerly declared (44), we were not furc, . that Herodotus, 
by the height he gives of the one and the weight of the other, does, 
not mean the fame ftatue ; our reafon for this, among others, i* 
his omitting to name whom the laft ftatue reprtfented, which beinjj 
fo remarkable a pie4e of furniture in this Babylonian temple, we 
wonder how fo exa& a writer mould have been guilty of the omif- 
fion ; and this inclines us to think they were both Jupiters, and 
confequently the fame god, and perhaps the fame image. If To, 
he may have thought it needlefc to repeat the name, which would 
have been quite neceftary if they had been diftincl deities ; but as 
we formerly made it a doubt (45), fo now we are far from pre- 
tending to decide (he matter. 

(36J See Prid. nbi fup. p. 101. (37) See before, p., 167. 

(38) Prid. ubifnp^ (39) See before, ubi /hp. (\o) See before, 

p. 144. (41) /. ». - c 183. (42J Prid. ubifup. ^43) Ibid. 

p 100. (44) See before, p. 244 (4?) Ibid. 

\%h. IV. T t ' nullions 
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millions and an half of our money ». In a word, the whole 
weight- of die ftatues and decorations in Diodorus Si cuius a- 
mounting to 5000 and odd talents in gold, the whole is efti- 
mated at above 0 one and "twenty millions of our money ; 
andf a fum about equal to the feme in treafure, utenSls, and 




exits, not mentioned o, is allowed for ; which we leave 
to the reader, with this orte dbfervation, that our author fup- 
pofes this immenfe treafure to have been about 2000 years in 
colle&ing, and that as he is moft apparently miftaken in that, 
he may as likely be out in his computation 5 which,, if it was 
curtailed confiderably, might have been, together with other 
plunder of the fort, a fufficient indemnity to Xerxes for his 
Grecian expedition. 
The two Next to this temple p , on the fame eaft fide of the river, 
falacei. flood the old palace of the kings of Babylon , being four miles 

in circumference. Exadly oppofite to it, on the other fide 
of the river *, was the new palace built by Nebuchadnezzar: 
it was eight miles in circumference, and consequently four 
times as big as the old one; Both thefe palaces we have al- 
ready defcribed according to fuch accounts as we have remain- 
ing of them r , but muft add, that as vaft as this palace rauft 
have been, it was the work of riojnore than 15 days f . 
Tbe bang- But nothing in this qity of Babylon has obtained ? greater 
ing gardens degree. of admiration, than what we call the peafile or hang- 
ing ©u?den?, built by Nebuchadnezzar > to gratify his wife 
AmyiU&* who was a Mede °, and defirous to have fomething 
of a pro(pe& that might look like her own country, which 
was as- woody and mountainous as Babylonia was otherwife. 
They- are faid to have contained a fquare of four plethra w , or 
400 foot, on each fide, and defcribed to have confifted of ter- 
rafles one above another, and carried up to the height of the 
wall of the city, the afcent, from terrafs to terrafs being by 
#eps ten foot wide. The whole pile confined of fuWhuitial 
arches upon arches^ and was ftrengthened by a wall fiirround- 
ing it on every fide of 22 foot thick, and the floors on 
each of them were laid in this order : Firft, on the tops of 
the arches was laid a bed or pavement of ftones, 1 6 foot long 
and four foot broad ; over this was a layer of bitumen, and- over 
this two courfes of brick, clofely cemented together with platter; 
and over all thefe were thick flieets of lead, and on thefe the 

■ » 

m Vid. Prid. ubifup p. 101. n Idem ibid. ° Idem 
ibid * Stuab. 1. 16. p. 731. H D*ODO*. Sicul. ubi 

fup. Ph ncsTkAT. ubi (up. r See before, p. 166. f Bbros. 
apud Joseph, ubi fup. 1 Idem ibid. » See before, p. a 16. 
w D 1 odor. Sici/k, ubi fup. p. 70. 

earth 
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earth or mould of the garden. This fiotyrage was defigned to 
retain the moifiure of the mould, which was fo deep as to 
give root to the greateft trees which were planted upon every 
terrafs, together with great variety of other vegetables pleaf- 
ing to the eye. Upon the uppermoft of thefe terrafles was a 
rcfervoir, fupplied by a certain engine with water from the 
xiver, from whence the gardens on the other teraffes were 
fupplied. 

The other works attributed to Nebhchadnezzar by Bero- The banks, 
fus * and MegaAbenes, ox. Abydenus were the banks of the artificial 
river, the artificial canals, and the great artificial lake, faid canals, and 
to have been funk by Semiramis *. The chief of thefe canals laku 
was the Nkbarmalcha* or Bafilicos Potamos of the Greeks a ; 
the lake w^s t<^ abate the inundations of the rivers Tigris and 
Euphrates, ju& as the lake Afarris in Egypt was defigned to 
correft the irregularities of the Nile b ; their ufes are exa£Uy 
alike, viz. to fecundate the country in times of drought, and 
to refcue it from the dangers of inundation «. This lake, 
however* if we are to credit our hiftorians, was vaftly more 
in circumference than that in, Egypt* it being on the one 
hand d faid to have been 210 miks> in circuit, and on the 
other *, which is much lefi r r6o> cither of which gave it a 
fquare, for that was the form of it, far exceeding, that of the 
Egyptianl&Qyrtiich has been thought a work too ftupendous to 
have hfecn effeficd by the labour of men; but indeed what this 
wanted in * length and breadth, it feems to have more than 
made good in depth, which was in fome places no left than 
50 fathom f , whereas the depth of this Babylonian lake is 
given but at 35 foot *, or 75 at the utmoft h 5. a difference 
which is attempted to be reconciled by a fuppofnion, that the 
one mealures only the furface of the fides, while the other 
includes the banks thrown up upon them *- 

This lake is faid to haye been dug to receive the river, 
which was diverted while Nebuchadnezzar built the banks to 
each fide of the city of Babylon*, and to have been to the 
weft ward of that place. Theft banks were built for the fe- 
curity, convenience, and decoration of the city particularly, 

* Apud Joseph, ubi fup. * Apud Eusbb. Pra?p. Evang. 
ubi fup. " See before, p. 167. » See Vol.1, p. 114. 

k ibid. p. 4*6, &feq. c See Prid. ubifup. p. 103, & Vol. I. 
p. 426, & fe<j. d Herodot. ubi fupr. c. 185. e Mecast- 
apud Euse b. ubi fupr. f See Vol. I. p. 427. * He rodot. 
ubifupr. k Mboast. ubi fupr. 1 Vid. Prid. ubi fupr. p. 
104. k Vid. Abydln. ubifupr. Herodot. ubi fupr. 1)iob». 
»bi fupr. 

T t 2 and 
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extended 



each fide thr6ughout the whole length of the city », and even 
farther according to fome n , who reckon they extended 160 



20 



have begun two miles and a *half above the city, and have 
been continued an equal diftance below it, the length of the 
city being no more than 15 miles. . Thefe banks* were built 
from the bottom, and were rather walls of the .fame thick- 
nefs with thofe that furrounded the city - 3 and oppofite to each 
ftreet on each fide he had a brazen gate in the faid wall p ,- 
with ftairs leading down from ft to the river ; thefe gates 
were open by day, and fliut by night. Berofus? Megajlhe- 
and Abydenus^ attribute all thefe works \6Nebuchadnez~ 
zar ; but Herodotus tells us, the bridge, the banks, and the 
lake, were the work of a queen after him, called Nitocris^ 
who may have finifhed what Nebuchadnezzar left imperfeft, 
and thence have had the honour this hiftorian gives her of the 
whole If thefe works fell even much fhort of what we 
have here feeri them to have been, it muft be granted, we 
have not faid too much of the Babylonians where we have re- 
prefented them to have been ingenious, induftrious, and labo- 
rious r , and- if Nebuchadnezzar did but attempt them, : it muft 
be allowed, that he dcferves : the firft place among' thofe who 
have endeavoured to figrialize themfelves' by jirch ftupendous 
monuments of art and labour; but if he dich really condu& 
them towards a ftate of pei fedion, nothing can b6 faid too 
much of him confidered in this view. 

We have now feen this firft Babylonian monarch, properly 
fo called, in all his rnajefty, both at home and abroad 5 what 
we have remaining to fay of him will be of a different nature: 
for we fhall fee him, under great trouble and anxiety of mind, 
and even, as the text is commonly underftood, degraded be- 
neath the meaneft of the race of mankind, and feemingly ex- 
hibited as an example of terror to princes, ivho, fwoln with 
vanity, and drunk v/ith power, would arrogate to themfelvea 
what they ought not. 

Year of H*. hadfpirce rcturncil from his late war of 16 or 17 years 

die Flood, continuance, and flufhed with the conqueft of Egypt , /E/bi~ 

2429. opia? and Libya? and the reduction of all Syria? but repolinjr 

Year be- himfelf in his palace, Jic had a dream, which may be Left de- 
f'01 c Chrill 

57° 1 AiiYDLN. apud Kusnu. ubi fupr. ,n IIeuodot. ubi fupr. 

iyTVJ " Beros. ubi fupr. o yld. hui>. ubi. fupr. l 1 Com- 

rtre Reikis, ubi fupr. with IIerodot. ubi fupr. 4 1 Vid. 

''iuu. ubi fupr. p. 105. r Sec before, p. 276. 
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Chap. 9. The ffljlory of the Babylonians. 335 

livered in his own words f ; " I faw, and behold, a tree in Ncbu- 
6i the midft of the earth, and the height thereof was great, chadnez- 
tfc The tree grew and was ftrong, and the height thereof zarV 

reached unto heaven, and the fight thereof to the end of dream of 
*« all the earth. The leaves thereof were fair, and the fruit 
" thereof much, and in it was meat for all : The beafts of 
*« the field had fhadow under it, and the fowls of the heaven 
" dwelt in the boughs thereof, and all flcfti was fed of it. 
" I faw in the vilions of my head upon my bed, and behold, 
'*< a watcher and an holy one came down from heaven. He 
" cried aloud, and faid thus, Hew down the tree, and cut 
«* off his branches, fliake off his leaves, and fcatter his fruit; 
* c let the beafts get away from under it, and the fowls from 
iC his branches. Neverthelefs leave the flump of his roots in 
" the earth, even with a band of iron and brafs, in the ten- 
* c dergrafs of the field, and let it be wet with the dew of 

heaven, and let his portion be with the beafts in the graft 
«' of the earth. Let his heart be changed from man's, and 
4< let a beaft's heart be given unto him, and let feven times 

pafeover him. This matter is by the decree of the watch- 
«* ers, and the demand by the word of the holy ones : to the 
<c intent, that the living may know, that the moft High 
" ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomfo- 

ever he will, and fetteth up over it the bafeft of men c *\ 

Having declared this to have been his dream to his wife- Tie infer- 
men, aftrologers, Chaldaans* and the like, and all to no pr station of 
purpofe, heat length revealed it to Daniel, or Beltejhazzar « ; it, 
whicfy how he fhould have negledied to do at firft, after the 
proofs he had had of his fuperiority and the omnipotence of 
his God, may be hard to account for, if we do not fuppofe 
him to have laboured under fome fort of diftradiion. To 
wave this, he is reprefented as revealing his dream to Daniel^ 
in words to the effedt above ; and Daniel no fooncr heard 
it, than he was ajhnijbed for one hour, and his thoughts 
troubled him w. At length, after he had recovered himfelf, 
and deprecated the evil omen, and excufed himfelf to the king, 
who was very folicitous with him to tell him the truth with- 
out fear or difguife, he told him, The tree he faw was meant 
of himfelf ; that by the order of the watcher and the holy 
one concerning the tree, it was fignified, that hz fliould be 
driven out from the fociety of men, and become as a beaft, 
and that, in fine, he mould fo continue to be, till he had 
been brought to a due fenfe of the fupremacy and omnipotence 

f Dan, iv. < ibid. * Ibid. ver. 9. " Ibid, 

vcr. 19. 

of 
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of God ; that the ftump of the tree which was to be l«ft 
fignified, that the kingdom Ihould neverthelefs revert to him 
once more x . Such was Daniel's interpretation, which he 
clofed with an exhortation to him to abftain from fin, and to 
(hew mercy to the poor, that fo he might procure to himfelf 
a prolongation of peace and tranquility 

This extraordinary fentence thus pronounced on him, and 
by the lips of a man whom he muft entirely have relied on, 
feems to have made no lafting impreffion upon him ; for not 
being immediately executed upon him, he might have worn 
off the terrors of it, before the time was quite come. So 
His pride that about twelve months afterwards, as he was walking in 
and met a- palace, or, as lb me think 2 the fa£t may have been, on the 
merp/jojis. W pp e rmoft of the terraffes of his hanging garden, and con- 
templating the glories of the city he had adorned, unable 
"to contain the pride of his heart, he cried out, " Is not this 
<c great Babylon, that I have built for the houfe of the king- 
• 4< dom, by the might of my power, and for the honour of my 
*« majefty * V 9 He had no fooner vented himfelf in this mfolent 
-manner, than there fell a voice from heaven, faying, " O 
" king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is fpoken, The kingdom is 
< « departed from thee b." And ftraight he was driven from 
the fociery of men, and dwelt with the beafts of the field, 
and he ate grafs as an ox, and his body was wet with the dew 
of heaven, till his hairs were grown like eagles feathers, and 
his nails like birds claws c . Thus runs the letter of the text, 
which is fometimes taken in all the ftri£tnefs of it ; it being 
fuppofed, that, lofing his fenfes, he wandered about in the 
fields, and there took up his abode with the cattle, till feven 
times, or fcven years, had pa fled over his head d j but con- 
cerning this metamorphofts, and the duration (U) of it, there 
is a great variety of opinions. 

During 

* Ibid. ver. z6. y Ibid. ver. 27. * Prid. ubi lupr. p. 105. 
1 Dan. ubi fupr. ver. 30. b Ibid. ver. 31. c Ibid. ver. 33. 
* See Prid. ubi fupr. 

(U) Concerning the nature and degree of this change, u Origtn 
€t (46 believed the thing to be impoflible, and turned it into all e- 
" gory. Badin ^47) thought, he was really changed into a bull, 
" and that he loft even the foul of a man ; while others (48) main- 
** tain, he was changed as to the body only, retaining his reafon, 
*• as Jfulcius did while an afs, and like theJtalians, mentioned by 

(46} Apnd Hieron. in Dan. /z\ C47) DirmonoL /. 2. r„6. (48) 

Maldon. in Dan, ubi fup. & Tertull, de Far.it. c. 12, 13. 

" St. 
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During this his diforder, it isfaid, his (on Evil-merodach His deatk 
adminiftred the government for him*, and that he did it fo 
ill, as to draw his father's moft heavy difpleafure on him, 
when he came to underftand what he had done ; for when his 



feven 



« Hi £ ron. in Efai. xiv. 19. 
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St. Auftin (49), who having tailed of cheefe, prefented to them 
by certain magicians of the country, were immediately turned 
" into beafts of burden, but at left recovered their firft form and 
" condition of life. Some Rabbins have pretended, that the foul 



** or n etmcbaanexxar 



" place to the foul of an ox, which degraded him into all the in- 
" clinations and fenfations of that animal ; while others ( 50 , ad- 
*' mit no more to have been the cafe than a vitiated imagination 
" in the prince, and a kind of fafcination in the eyes of his fuh- 
" jec"b, which made them fancy, as well as himfejf, that he was, 
" for certain, become an ox, though there was no fuch thing. 
" The moft received opinion is, that, by the power of God, Ne- 
€€ huchadnexxar fell into a black melancholy, and, under this op- 
" preffion of mind, fancied himfelf an ox ; as in a lycanthropy a 
** man perfuades himfelf he is a wolf, a dog, a cat; a change 
«* which eafts no where but in the diftempered brain, nor to be dif- 
€t covered but by his motions and .behaviour, which tend to the 
•* imitation of a wolf in his rapacity, howling, and defire to range 
" the country, and fly from men. That after fome fuch manner 
** it rauft have been, that this king became an ox, and was agitated 
w by all the affections and defires of one. That his people, altoniih- 
" ed at fuch an alteration (51), bound him as a madman, but that, 
«« efcaping from them, he fled into the fields, and lived afcer the 
" manner of an ox. ' * 

Our author (52), whence we have extracted this, thinks no- 
thing more than this Iaft fuppofition is required to account for what 
in fcripture is faid of this extraordinary event ; that there was no- 
thing miraculous in it, except the prophets prediction of us ap- 
proach and duration. 

As there are doubts about the manner of this accident, fo there 
are varieties as to the continuance of it. 44 Some with T/jeodorer 
'* (53), maintain, that^as the Perfians divided their year into two 
** feaions, winter and fummer, the (even years of Nebucbad/tezzar 
** muft be reduced to three and a half Dorotheas {$4) and the fpuri- 
" ous Epipbanius 5) affirm, that God had actually condemned him 

(49) De Civit. Dei. /. 18 c. 18. ($o) Medin. derecl. in 

Deumjide, c. 7. Vier. dej>r<rjlig. Datrun. I. i.e. 24.. ( ? 1 ) I heron. 

Theodoret. Maldon. Pcireri. Cornel. Sanct. in Dan. Vales de Saer. 
Pbilofopb. c. 80 Bartholin, de Morb. Bill. tsTr. (92) Calmcc. />//» 
of the Bible % Art. Nebuchadnez. III. (53) Ubi juf. (<\\) In 
tynof. (SJ ). De <vit. & Murt Profile. 
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feven years were expired, he threw him into the prifon where 
the Flood Jehoiaki?n y the captive king of Judab> had , lain 37 years. 
2437- Having thus fatisfied his injured fubjedts by this exemplary ju~ 
Year be- fti ce £ n n j s f on> anc j given the honour and praife due to God, 
fore Chrift acknowledged him to be above all, and all this by a pub- 

5 6 2 . 

lie decree, he cqntinuncd in the pofleflion of his kingdom 
about a twelve-month afterwards, and then departed this life, 
after a reign of 43 years. . l 

. The circumftances of his death are omitted in fcripcure, 
but may be fabuloufly fupplied from thofe f who tells us, that, 
after all the great things they report him to have done, he 
afcended to the top of his palace, and that, being there Sud- 
denly feized hy a fpirit from heaven, he prophefied to this ef- 

JEi fropbe an d in tne fe words; 44 Behold, O Babylonians, I fore- 

44 tel you a calamity at hand, which nor the. fates, or .our 
44 forefather Beius y nor our queen Beltis* may poffibly avert,' 
44 A Pcrfian mule lhall come, and by the affrirance of your 4 
cc own gods ihall load your necks with a moft galling yoke ; 
4 4 and this deftru&ion (hall befal you by the means of a Mede, 
44 in whom the AJfyriam were wont greatly to glory them- 
44 felves. O would that he, ere thus he betrays my people, 
44 were fwallowed up by fome whirlpool, or overwhelmed ij 



9 



f Megasth. ex AsYD.apud Euseb. Prajp. Evang. 1. 9. c. 41.. 
p. 456. 

" to a feven years punifbment, but was prevailed on by Daniel t© 
rt fhorten it into feven months : the pfeudo-Epipbanius adding, that 
" as Daniel ceafed not to foretel the reiteration of the king, and. 
44 the great men continually dilbelieved him, and derided what he. 
" faid, he obtained of God that his time might be fhortned for the 
fake of convincing them. Others maintain, he was changed, 
but for 21 months, explaining thefe words of Daniel 9 Donee fep~ 
tern tcmpora mutentur fuper eum 9 as intended for feven times the 
fpace of three months ; tempus, according to them, being a 
4< quarter of a year. Peter Comefior allows but feven months, 
which he proportions out in this manner ; For the firft 40 day* 
he allows him to have been in a phrenzy, or mad ; the 40 days 
44 following, he bewailed his offences ; and the next 40 days, he 
gradually recovered from hit infirmity. But that neverthelefs, 
in compliance with what he had bten exhorted by Daniel, he 
remained feven years in the exercife of repentance, attaining 
from ought but herbs and puife, to attone for his pride and fol- 
ly. " But our author (56) concludes, with the bulk of commen- 
tators, that we need no interpreter but Daniel himfelf, who plainly 
means whole years. 
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(56) Calmet. utojuf. 
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the depths of the fea 5 or that hurried away into fome 
<c lonely defert, he might there remain a wanderer, never 
€c to behold again the footfteps of mankind, and never to 
<c fee ought but birds and bcafts of prey. O grant unto me, 
<4 before he is agitated by this rage of mind, to ftiare a hap- 
<c pier end thus faying, he was fuddenly fnatched from 
the fxght of men ; the fame exit Semira?nis is faid to have 
made g . 

He was fucceeded by his fon Evil-merodach i», Ilvoradam 1 , Year of 
Ebidan-merodach k , Evil-malurucb x , and, as it is muft likely, the Flood, 
Beljhazzar. That he was this feemingly laft king of Babylon* 2 437- 
according to Daniel* we (hall endeavour to make out before Year be- 
we clofe up his reign. In the mean time, we muft look back ^° re thrift 
to what he feems to have done while regent for his father, 5 ^ 
when under diftra&ion of mind, which, among other falfe 
fteps he may have committed, may particularly have drawn 
on him his father's moft heavy difpleafure, and which, if ftricl- 
ly true, muft have laid the foundation of that animofity in 
the Medes and Perjians, which hurried on the duTolution of 
the Babylonian empire. While his father was deprived of his 
fenfts, this prince his fon, who was upon the point of marry- 
ing the Nitocris ro fo celebrated by Herodotus, took it into his 
head to divert himfelf with a hunting-match, upon the bor- 
ders of Media* where he underftood there was great plenty 
of game, by reafon of the pacific ftate the AJfyrians and Medes 
had been in for fome years. He went attended by a fmall 
force, light-armed, conlifting both of hone and foot, and 
feemingly equipt for the chafe only. Being Arrived on the fron- 
tiers, he halted near fome garifon'd places, where he ftaid 
all night, intending to enter upon his diverfion the next morn- 
ing : But it happening, that certain troops appearing for the 
relief of thofe in garilbn in thefe parts, he took a fancy that 
thefe men, added to thofe he had brought witli him, might 
form fuch a body as might be able to make fome notable im- 
preffion upon the Medes* which he judged would redound 
more to his honour, than the diverfion he at firfl propofed. 
He obeyed this irregular inapulfc, and the next morning, by 
break of day, he moved towards the neareft places that be- 
longed to the Mcdcs* leaving his foot behind him to guard Iiih 
own frontiers, while he proceeded with the horfe. Bcin^ 
advanced as far as he thought convenient, he made a halt, and 
encamped with the beft of his troops about him, that lb h« 

n See before, p. 174.. u Jerem. lii. 31. 1 See before in the 
Canon, p. 279. k Jhid. in the ccclcfiailical account. 1 Ma- 
OASnr. ubi fupr. m Vid. Usseu. Annal. ad A. M 3421. 

Vol, IV, U u might 



0 



338 Tb'e Hifiory <if the Babylonians . Boete . 1. 

might the tetter keep the gariforis of the Me&ts in awe, tofl 
prevent their tallies $ the reft he fent out in -detached parti ds 
to pillage the country . The king of the Medes^ underftanding 
the violences Evil-meYDthc'b, the fon of the Afffrian, Was 
committing in his country, marched towards him with fuch 
troops as he had ufually attending him, and fuch as his foh 
could raife upon fo fudden an emergency 5 but on his march 
he was joined by others who came in to his affiflance, ind a- 
mong thefe was Cyrus ^ now about 16 years of age, and who 
now firft fignalized himfelf in battle. The parties Evil" 
merodach had fent put were firft attacked by the Medes ^ who, 
at length felling upon his main body, routed and purfued him 
with a great flaughter, quite home to his own borders h . Such 
was the event of this rafh, and feemingly unjuft, enterprife 
( Wj 5 and this ait ion may not only have exafperated his 
father in a particular manner againft him, but may alfo have 
been the firft caufc of that enmity of the Medes and Perfians y 
Which ended in the ruin of Babylon, as we have already ob- 
ferved. And this fpirit thus roufed 'in the Medes may have 
been fo dreaded, and the confequences of it fo naturally fore- 
feen by his father, the great Nebuchadnezzar, as to have cau- 
fed him to imprifon this his fon, and to utter the prediftive 
exclamation we have feen above. 
Evil-me- This prince, who, if this a£tion be founded upon truth, 
rodach. was juftly called , as his name is interpreted, Toolijh Mero- 
Year of ^ach^ having adminiftred very ill during his father's diforder, 
the Flood ™ as tnror ^ vn " lto prifon upon his recovery : And in this con- 
2439. ' fi ncmcnt he contracted fuch a kindnefs for the captive 
Year be- king of Judah y that, fucceeding to the throne upon the death 
fore Chrift or " his father, he took Jeboiachin out of prifon, and enter- 
560 tained him like a king ever afterwards *. Farther concern- 
ing him is uncertain, except that, indulging himfelf in floth 
and wickednefs, he became intolerable to his fubjefts, and 
that, after a very fhort reign, he was treacheroully murdered 
by his filter's hufband NerigUJfar ; who, that he was a Mede y 
and particularly Darius the Mede, we fhall endeavour to 
make out in his reign ; and if fo, his murder of Evil- 
merodach his brother-in-law, may be accounted for by the 

n Xcnoph. Kypu ilaiscia. * 2 Kings xxv. 27. Jeremlii.31. 
Josmmius, &c. 

{W) If it was iv. illy Xhinis [his prince was now about to marry, 
and it Ihe was really a a, it i.i moft generally understood, it 

is impofiible to account for the fe nis hofhlities upon that nation, 
and especially at the time our author here feems to mean ; but this 
is what may be confidered hcjeafter. 
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averfion he ra^y have contra&ed in common with his cot 
men againft this, unwife prince, who had fo behaved to tj^ieipi 

?s we have fejwa,. 

What we have material to ad4 concerning this fcing is, Evil- me* 
that, by all circumftances, he is rnorc \ikc\y> to h^ve bee$ the r °dach 
JBsffiazzar of Daniel* than any ofcr#* king in Ptojemtfs ca- 
noft. Thie we gather from the concurrence of fcripture wi{h *f g^ e i 
prophane hjftory, Berofus 0 reprefen,ts Evil-werodflck as a ftJzzar " 
lewd and wicked prince ; BeJJhazzar is in fcripture * r^ pre- 
fented as the lame. Berofus * relates, that Qvilrmefodach 
was killed at a banquet by fome of his lords ; the fcripture r fays 
fieljhaxzar was murdered at a great feaft he gave to 1000 of 
his lords, but mentions not by whom. They both fay he 
was the fon of Nebuchadnezzar , by the narne of Evil-gprs- 
dach c 9 and fcripture fays the fame of Beljhazxqr, which, is not 
faid of any other of the Babylonijh kings. If to this it &quH 
he obje&ed, that both Evil-merodach and Bieljbazzqr are 
rnentioned in fcripture % as fons of Nebuchadnezzar^, and that 
therefore they cannot be the fameperfon ; we anfwer, that they 
are not mentioned any where in fcripture, either together, or 
jn a courfe of fucceffion, but in different books, and not at all 
in reference to each other. That in fcripture it is not unufual 
to call the fame prince by different names in different places. 
Thus Nebuchadnezzar himfelf is in fome places, and parti- 
cularly in the prophets, called Nebuchadrezzar \ Thus the 
king, who in one place is called Ahafuerus «, is in another 
called Artaxerxes w : and in one and the fame chapter * 
is Efar-haddot]) the great AJfyrian^ called Afnappcr ; and 
this authority is fo much the more valid, as it occurs 
in a part of fcripture indifputably genuine. If again it be ob- 
jected, that in fcripture mention is made cf the third year of 
Beljbazzar** reign whereas Evil-merodach is allowed on all 
hands to have reigned but two years z ; we anfwer again, that 
parts of years are never reckoned as whole years by cjironolo- 
gers ; fo that though he was in the beginning of his third year, 
they reckoned but two to his reign ; an inftance of which we 

have in Ptolemy's canon, where Laborofoarchody the fuccefTor 
of Neriglijfar, is left out, becaufe he did not reign a complete 
year, though he reigned nine months of a year. 'J "his /lull 
fuffice for this fubjecSt for the prcfent 5 we may re fume it here- 
after ftill further to the reader's fatisfadtion. 

0 Ubi fupr. * Dan. v. <» Ubi fupr. 1 Ubi lupr. 

f Jerem. lii. 31. 1 Ibid. & Dan. ubi fupr. u Iv/r. iv. n. 

w Ibid. ver. 7. * Ibid. ver. 10, * Dai:. \iii. • Svv be- 
fore in the canon, ubi fupr. 
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Neriglif- Nerigliffar, Niriglijfiroor, NiricaJfolaJJurus a , or, as we 
far. think, Darius the Mede, who is reprefented as the chief of 

the confpirators againft Evil-merodach ufurped the throne. 
Y ca I f 0 * Of him it is feemingly recorded, for he is not mentioned by 
the Flood, dreading the Medes who began to threaten Baby- 

Year be- ^ 0Tly ^ e cn< ^ eavoure ^ to ftrengthen himfelf by foreign alliances, 
fore " ^ c ft OI 7' as [t ls to ^ c > r e P re f cn ts this king as a great con- 
Chrift queror, and one who had made himfelf mafter of all Syria* 
560. ' Hyrcania* and Arabia , and to have been bufied in a war with 

the Baftrians, when Aftyages the Mede departed this life, and 
thereby to have given a violent alarm to the Medes and the 
Perjiansy who began to fear it would be their turn next. 
This king then concluding, that if he could but reduce the 
Medes, the reft would bow to him of courfe, difpatched am- 
bafladors to Crasfus king of Lydia, to Cappadocia, Phrygia, 
Caria, Paphlagonia, the Indies, and Cilicia^ to hiftil jealou- 
fies into the feveral princes of thefe countries, and to ftir them 
up againft the Medes and Perfians, as if they were about to 
make themfelves matters of all, particularly infifting on the 
ftrict union between them by the mutual ties of marriage. 
The fuccefs of thefe feveral embaflies was, that fome yielded 
to his reafons, and others d to his prefent largeffes and future 
promifes. Now, by what our author here fays of this king, 
and particularly of his conquefts, one would be rather apt to 
imagine he meant Nabocolajfar, or Nebuchadnezzar ', than any 
king of Babylon that fucceeded him, and particularly as he 
'wafcbs him cotemporary with Ajiyages the Mede. As for the 
pretence of union between the Per/tans and the Medes, the 
feme was as ftrongly cemented between the Babylonians and 
the Medes ; for Nebuchadnezzar was married to a Mede e , 
and it is very likely, that Neriglijfar was a Mede, by his 
being hufband to a daughter of Nebuchadnezzar's f . In fhort, 
the Medes and the Babylonians feem to have been as clofcly 
united by marriages as any other nations of the time. 

But we muft allow our author 8 to be a little inaccurate, 
and efpecially as it is made a doubt, whether it was a hiflory 
he meant to write, or a romance. However, that it is built 
upon fome fort of truth, may be gathered from what he is 
here ftippofcd to write concerning our Neriglijfar ; for as an 
ufurpcr it is but natural he (hould have made fuch ftrong and 
earned- applications to the nations round about, as he is faid 
to have done ; a method of procedure which can never be re- 

a See before, ibid. Bf.ro*. ubi fupr. c Kupa tlaiX, (3. 

* Ibid. *Sec before, p. 330. f Sec before, p. 338. 

* Xenoph. 

conciled 
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concilcd with a conqueror in the full ftrcam of hfs good for- 
tune, as this prince is by our author *, at tho fame time, re- 
prefented to lave been. We imift therefore tax him with a 
little inattentivenefs to what he was writing. Nerigli£'ar y 
though he may have been of the royal blood of the Medes* 
may have been dubious, whether or no they and the Per/tans 
would fuffer him to fit in quiet poffefEon of the Babylonian 
empire, and may have had fufScient reafons to dread they 
would not ; and that in fuch cafe he fliould fo beftir hirnffejf 
in his own defence is no wonder. 

Li t this have been as it will, it is apparently certain, 
that when this king feized on the fovereignty, the empire was 
in its decline, and in great danger from both the Medes and 
Per/tans^ and it is not unlikely, but he may have actually 
flood in need of foreign aid. Thus when Nabuchadonofor 
was threatened with an invafion by the Mecles^ he ifTued out 
his commands to all nations to come in to his affiftance 1 , a 
condufi Ctejias k has afcribed to his Sardanapalus and 
which may ferve to illuftrate what we advance concerning 
the diftrefs Neriglijfar muft have been in upon his ufurpation ; 
but he does not command as they did, he claims no obedience, 
but petitions rather, and begs and bribes for aid. 

To have done with this obfcurity, the army, which The confe- 
ranged itfelf under the Babylonian ftandard, is faid to have derate 
confifted of a mixed multitude as follows. Crcefus, king of army under 
Lydia, came with 10,000 horfe, arid upwards of 40,000 
lightarmed foot ; Artamas king of the greater Phrygia brought 
40,000 foot, moftly pike-men, and 8000 horfe ; Ariba?us 9 king 
of Cappadocia^ led with him 6000 horfe, and 30,000 foot, 
moftly armed with miffive weapons ; Maragdas^ the Arabian^ 
conducted 10,000 horfe, 100 chariots, and a great number 
of flingers *. Thefe were the confederates of Neriglijfar* 
and fuch the quotas they refpe&ively furnifhed ; but we are 
not quite to depend upon the exadtncfs of them, they bcin^ 
giver! as upon hear-fay only, and in a converfation between 
Cyaxares and Cyrus. 

As for Neriglijfar himfelf, this potent Babylonian and for- 
tunate conqueror, as our author has roprefented him, the 
numbers he himfelf brought into the field feem to be very 
fhort, confidering him in that view ; for as much as he may 
have been a principal in this war, he headed no more than 
20,000 horfe, 200 chariots, and foot proportionable Whe- 
ther or no this confederate army received any further addition 
is not certain ; but the Car tans , Ciitcians y PaphlagorAnns, 

h Idem. ibid. 1 See before, p. 207. * Ibid. p. 182. 

* Kupi limb, ubi fupr, 1 Ibid. 
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and tome others, feem to have receded from their furft 
gagements. So that the cafe is pretty much alike between 
Chyniladan m , the AJfyrian % and this Babylonian* in regard of 
the many nation* they called in, and the many that difap- 
pointed them, and left them to their fate. The army of tbf 
Medes and the Perjians did not amount to above a thkd of that 
under the Babyhnian lung, till they were joined by a corJw 
derable re-inforcement under Ti grants the Armenian. ' la th? 
mid ft of thefe great and induftrious preparations for war, 
bafladors arrived from India to inquire into t{ie grounds aftft 
c^ufes of it, with an offer of mediation, if it might hie ac- 
cepted, and with a threat, in cafe it was rejefted, of join* 
ing with thofe who fliould appear to have the moft jufticc oa 
their fide ». 

Warle* How this embaily concluded is uncertain, but the 

difadvantage of Nerigliffar j fer 
w in the mountainous country, 

f^rfians** ^ rom w ^ nce they were wont to make their inroads upon th$ 
er lans. countr y 0 f jf rmen l a o. . Thefe Chaldeans, as they are called, 

can have been no other than the proper AJJyrians* who, for 
ought we know, may have been formerly fo called ; but the 
proper Chaldeans, and their mountains, were far away from 
any part of Armenia ? f Whether pr no our author is here 
guilty of an error in geography we cannot pofitively fay *, but 
Chaldeans to us it feems that he is. Thefe Chaldeans, however, acr 
next to . cording to our author's defcription, were the moft valiant 
Armenia. ra ce of men in all thefe parts, and carried no other arms 

than a wicker ihiejd and two javelins, and entered willingly 
into foreign pay, as being naturally addicted to war, and 
very poor ; but they were fubdued by Cyrus, and obliged to 
make a peace with their next neighbours the Armenians, 
and, in a manner, to become the fame people with them ** f 
twee e the' ^ HE two ar| nies now appeared in fight of each other, and 
Babylo- * t!ie 4fly r * an s* or Babylonians, under Neriglijfar, incampcd 
nianft and aild {ort '^ cd themfelves with ftrong retrenchments, while 
the Medes Medes and the Perjians covered themfelves only with the 

villages and hills in the neighbourhood. In this pofture they 
continued for fome days, till at length the AJJyrians, leaving 
their retrenchments, and drawing themfelves up in battle* 
ay, and being exhorted by NerigUJfa 



them in the approaching conflict, and particularly as their alj 
was at ftake, were attacked by the enemy, who fhamefully 
routed them in the field, and purfucd them with a prodigious 

■ See before, p. 207. n Kvpn n<*»£. ubi fupr. 0 Ibid, 

Sec before, p jj.j. 'J Ka,n ubi fupr. 
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ftooghier chsifc to their retrenchments ; where thofe within 
dxi mast Jam to boot an arrow agamft the frrfulting Afe^ and 

Ptorjfiansi under the conduct of Cyrus? said ho footoer under- 
flood bhat he raftended to force their -camp than they %e- 
tobk them to the moft precipitate flighty and left their i- 
wiws and <dhi4dren to lament their lofs, in the -moft woeful 
andfcnftble manner. This, when the confederate tings per- 
ceivod, they haftfcned with the choiceft of their men that 
were left them, td repulfe the Perfians, and they fiteceeded in 
their endeavours, and Gyrus retreated and encamped at fome 
diftance. But Nerigliffar lived to fee no more of the war Neriglif- 
now kindled. He was flain in battle, his fubjefls were in far Jfain* 
the utmaft confternation, and Crcefus and his allies, quite at 
a lofs, md amazed at the intrepidity of the enemy, refolved 
to fave themfelves as they could, and left their camp a prey 
to Cyrus and his Perfians r - 

Sue h was the unfortunate end of Nerigliffar, who, that Year of 
be was Darius the Mede 9 appears by thefe arguments. If, t ^ ie Flood, 
as king <of Babylon, be is in the canon of Ptolemy ', Darius 
the Mede can have been no other than Nerigliffar. Secondly, J ear J? C " ft 
Darius the Mede is faid to have commenced king of Babylon ' ^ n 
at the age of 62 years ; which, if we do notfuppofe him to 55 
have been flain by Cyrus as above, may be thought to fuit 
better with Nerigliffar's fhort reign of four years, than Na- Neriglif- 
bonad*s longer reign of 17 years, which would make him 79 far moft 
years old at his death \ and, by the way, as Nabonad did not likely $9 
end his days with his reign, Darius the Mede mult, in this bawbee* 
cafe, have been ftill much older, which is not very likely. ^? r j. us 
Thirdly, Nerigliffar is reprefented as a wife, a worthy, and Medc% 
a brave prince, which neither of his fucceflbrs were, and juft 
fuch an one does Darius the Mede feem to have been. 
Fourthly, Though Nerigliffar is not faid to have been a 
Mede, yet he very probably may have been fo, and nothing 
is faid to the contrary. He it allowed not to have been of the 
line of Babylon, though he married the daughter of Ncbuchad~ 
ne%zar, and fifter of Evil-merodach ; and thefe marriagdri 
as we have fuggefted above, may have been frequent between 
the two kings of the Medes and Babylonians, till Evil-mero- 
dack behaved fo impoliticly as he is reprefented to have done, 
in breach of the faith and good intelligence between the two 
kingdoms. Fifthly, Nerigliffar is on all hands allowed to 
have fucceeded Evil-merodach, whom he flew, and fo Darius 
the Mede is faid to have llain Bel/bazzar, and to have affirmed 

lm kingdom. And though the fcripturc expreffion, in this 
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eafe, does not always imply an immediate fuoceffion, it may 
be fairly enough admitted in fuch a fenfe, in the circumftance 
before us, till fomething to deftroy it be exhibited againft it* 
Sixthly, That NerigUJfar was a Mede, may be gathered from 
the inveteracy he feems to have born againft EviUmercdath^ 
whom we take to have been Beljbazzar ; and it may be very 
naturally accounted for, if what we have related from Xeno~ 
phon has any truth in it. Seventhly, The fcripture doesL not 
fay, that Darius was king of the Modes , but only that he go- 
verned by their laws, which he may have introduced with the 
good liking of the Babylonians* who may thereby have had a 
limited monarch for an unlimited one. And laftly, He may 
have been a Mede* and yet Cyrus may have made war upon 
him, and flain him in battle; for Cyrus* it is faid, made no 
fcmple to dethrone even his own grandfather j whence Darius 
may not only have been a Mede^ but may alfo have been 
very nearly related to Cyrus* and yet have perifhed in battle 
againft him ; for nothing is to ftand in the way of thofe who 
are fired by the wafteful ambition of conqueft and univerfal 
monarchy. This is what we have thought neceflary to fay in 
this place. 

Laborofo- This laft king was fucceeeded by his fon Labor oj oar chod f, 
archod. Labajfoarafc %* or ChabaeJJoarach 1 : fome fuppofe him to 

have been the fame with Nabonadius* or Beljhazxar* and to 
have been the laft king of Babylon, But they contradiS an 
hiftorical fa£t very explicitly related •* whereby we under- 
Hand, that he came very young to the throne, and that, be- 
traying a moft vicious and abominable turn of mind, he was 
murdered, as not even worthy to live, much lefs to reign, 
which he did no longer than nine months u ; fo that not 
having compleated a year, it is thence he is omitted in the 
canon . 

Some of this king's evil doings are fuppofed * to have 
been recorded by JCtnopbon f* according to whom it may 
have been, that he committed fuch cruelties on Gadates and 
Gfrlryas* two great Babylonians* as provoked them to the 
fhare they are faid to have had in the fubvcrfion of this em- 
pire. The fon of the former of thefe he is faid to have flain 
for no better rcafon than hitting a bcaft, at a hunting he had 
invited him to, which he himfelf had miffed ; and the latter 
he is laid to have caftratad, only becuufe one of his concubines 

< Be rosus ubi fupr. J Abydtn. ubi flip. r Idem 

a».Mid Ev9f.ii. ubifupr. "Idem ibid. *htB ubi fupr. p. 
ii). •)■ Ubi fup. i. t. 

bad 
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had commended him for an handfomc perfonagc *. By thefe 
mod violent ads of tyranny it is fuppofed +, that he drove 
them, and the provinces they commanded, over to the ene- 
my". Such is-this king fuppofed to have been, though there 
are other feeming reafons why he fliould have been particu- 
larly odious, in the eyes of fome of the Babylonians 9 and par- 
ticularly of his fucceflbr and his aflbciates. 
: NabonadiuS) who had the chief hand in the murder of 
Labor&foarchod) is faid to have been a Babylonian w , fo that 
what is /aid above of the unworthinefs of his fliort-lived prede- 
ceflbr, may have very little of truth or jufHce in it. His 
greateft fault may have been, that he was the fon of a ftranger 
and an ufurper ; and being perhaps a child, or little able to 
defend himfelf, he may calily have been deftroyed, and reafons 
may as eafily have been given for the deed. Nor can we 
wonder greatly at this barbarity, in a man who was confef- 
fedly the fon of Evil-merodacb, and grandfon to the great 
Nebuchadnezzar ; one, who muft have thought himfelf injured 
by an exclufion from the throne, and that it was even a duty 
on him not to flip fo favourable an opportunity of retrieving 
the luftre of his family. Nor muft we forget, that he mull: 
alfo have been the fon of the famed Nitocris y who is faid even 
to have outflione Semiramis herfelf ; and who, if the thing 
were fo, could not have refted in a private ftate, while the 
£bn of an ufurper poflefled the throne in prejudice of her fon ; 
and thus was it the fceptre came again into the hands of a 
prince of the old AJfyrian or Babylonian race, of the male 
branch, which in him was to ceafe from empire. 

This king is alfo called Nabonduis^^ Labynetus y La byni- Nabona - 
tus y, Nabannidocbus *, Naboandel % Beljhazzar, and Darius dius. 
the Mede b, and by other names, and rather ftruggled for the 
empire than poflefled it ; for Cyrus was now in the career of Year °f 
his victories, and a profefled enemy to the kingdom of Ba- Wood, 
bylan, and had fome battles with this king, as fliould feem, ^ 4 ^V 
and his allies, in the beginning of his reign ; but the parti- chrift 
culars being no where to be met with, we muft content our- 
felves with the little we know of the matter, and which we * 
fhall relate hereafter. Nabonadius appears, however, to have 
been the moft powerful prince of his time, and the kingdom 
of Babylon to have been fuch, that Cyrus thought it prudent 

* Ibid. \ Prid. ubi fupr. w An yd . ex Ml g a sth. apud 
Eusbb. ubi fupr. & Beros. apud Jos k ph. ubi fup. Sc Id. ubi (up. 
R See before in the canon, ubi fup. y Merodot. 2 Mk- 
castji. ubi fup. ;l Josii»H. Antiq. 1. io.c. 12. l»8ce 

before in the ecdcfiaiiic account, ubi fup. 
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to ftrcngthen himfelf, the moft he could, by the conqueft of 
kll the neighbouring kingdoms, before he undertook to de- 
ftroy this. 

Wh a t fort of' a man Nabonadius was, is hard to fay ; but 
his mother, according to fome c, has all the glory of his reign 5 
all the honour of preparing for the defence of the falling king- 
dom is afcribed to her. Her name was Nitocris and fhe is 
fuppofed > to have been a Mede by birth «, and to have been, 
wife to Evil-merodach, and being a woman of great fagacity 
and refolution, fhe not only forefaw the ftorm that was ga- 
thering, but prepared for fhelter againft it, and particularly 
by fortifying the city itfclf of Babylon, fo that it fhould be 
proof againft any enemy that might aflault it. Accordingly 
it was in this reign, and confequently by her, that Babylon is 
faid to have been firft furrounded with walls * next to the ri- 

■ 

ver ; and it is pretty plain, as we have obferved before, that 
fhe compleated what Nebuchadnezzar had begun. Thus He- 
rodotus reprefents her to have not only fortified the fides of the 
river with walls, to prevent the enemy from landing on either 
fide of the city, but to have funk the lake, and done other 
works afcribed to Nebuchadnezzar, and particularly to have 
built the bridge, which till then had been wanting at Babylon g . 
This heroine, having done all that could be done to fecure 
the city from all danger of the enemy, while her fon Nabona- 
dius wallowed, as fhould feem, in floth and luxury, negleffc- 
ful and carelefs of what threatened him, was commemorated 
by an extraordinary infeription on a monument which had been 
prepared by herfelf, to the following effeft, If any King 
of Babylon after me shall be in distress for 

money, he may open this sepulchre, and take 
out as much as may serve him; but if he be in 
no real necessity, let him forbear, or he 

shall have cause to repent him. This monument 
and infeription, faid to have been over one of the moft re- 
markable gates of the city, is alfo faid to have remained un- 
touched till the reign of Darius, who, confidering the gate 
was ufelefs, no man caring to go under a dead body, and be- 
ing invited by the hopes of an immenfe treafure, broke it o- 
pen ; but inftead of what he fought, is faid to have found no- 
thing but a dead body, and another infeription, to the follow- 
ing efFe£t, Hadst thou not been most insatiably 

c Hi: r o do t. and his followers. d Hekodot. 1. i.e. 185. 

• Vid. Uss£it. Anna!, ad Ann. Mund. ubi fup. * B*nosuf 

apud Euslb. Sc Joseph, ubi fup. Hsrodot. ubi fup. g Hb- 
rodut. ibid. c. i&6. 
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AVARITIOUS, AND GREEDY OF THE MOST SORDID 
GAIN, THOU HADST NEVER VIOLATED THE ABODE 

of the dead (X). Thus much for Nitocris* ; we muft 
now return to her fon, and fee how the Babylonian empire 
ended under him. 

As the circumftances of the fall of Nineveh are involved 
rn great obfcurity, thofe of the fall of Babylon are in many ref- 
pe£tsno lefs fo ; for all we feem pofitively to know concerning 
it is, that it was deftroyed by Cyrus ; and all we can d© is, 
firft, to relate what profane authors write concerning this laft 
king ; and, fecondly, to inquire whether or no he was the 
Beljhazzar of Daniel. 

If we adhere to Herodotus who calls him Labynitus^ we Herodo- 
muft conclude him to have been ftill a great king, who, as tus'j ac- 
yet, had not been attempted by the Medes and the Perjians ; count of the 
but to have been, on the contrary, in fuch high efteem with fall of Ba- 
the former, as to have heen chofen their mediator with the bylon. 
Lydians ; which apparently deftroys what Xenophon reprefents 
of the war, which fubfifted without any intervention of fet- 
tled peace, from the reign of Nerigliffar to the laft day of 




Herodotus has a Labynetus whom, in two places, he calls the 
king of the Babylonians j and a Labynitus whom he calls ernpe- 



Idem ibid. c. 187. 



h Ibid. c. 1 83. 




($7) In 'ATropG^ala, t- ! 73- C Vid. Purch. Pilg. fart i. 
e. 12. ^.65. 
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ror of Affyria* and reports to have derived his name from 
his father. Under this Labynitus* according to him it was 
that Babylon was taken by Cyrus ; fo that, after all, it may 
have been fome former Labynetus* king of Babylon, that re- 
conciled the Medes and the Lydians ; but having thus fuggeft- 
ed all we know concerning this matter, we leave it to the rea- 
der's decifion 

This Labynitus* underftanding that Cyrus was on his 
march to befiege the city of Babylon* went out with a great 
army to meet him; but being vanquifhed, the Babylonians 
betook them to their city, which being furniflied with great 
ftores of provifion to hold out a very long fiege, they made a 
jeft of it, and lived within the walls as if no enemy had been 
near them ; but being one day in the midft of a riotous fefti- 
val, the Per/tans* who had drained the river by diverting it 
into the great lake we have dcfcribed, fcaled the works which 
defended the banks of the city, and the Babylonians were fur- 
prifed in the midft of all their mirth and jollity, and an end 
was put to their empire *. 
the fall of Bv other authors ^ we underftand, that this laft king did 
Babylon not retire in perfon to Babylon* but chofe rather to go to 
according Borfippa* where, being befieged by Cyrus* he furrendered 
to Berofus, himfelf to that conqueror, who behaved very kindly to him, 
and Me- an d f cn t him a? his lieutenant, as fhould feem, into Carmania* 
fcaghenes. where he fpent the remainder of his days. And thus was Ba- 
bylon taken, and fuch was the fate of her laft king, after a 
reign of 17 years, according to profane hiftorians ; nor is the 
fame inconfiftent with fcripture fo very much as to oblige us 
quite to reje£t it. 

f 'be fall of But as much weight as thefe authors may have, Xenophon 
Babylon varies from them, and tells us l , that this king loft all the 
according confiderable places in his country by a continued warfare 
to Xeno- waged on him by Cyrus* notwithftanding all the leagues he 
phon. could make, and all the foreign aid he could procure of Egypti- 
ans* Greeks* Thracians* and all the nations of the Lejfer 
Afia* over whom he conftituted Crarfus his general, and fent 
him even to invade Media. But Crcefus being utterly routed, 
and the country afterwards as good as all reduced, Babylon 
left as it were to hcrfelf. The city and the little territory 
about it was all of the caft that now held out againft Cyrus* 
who at length drew near to befiege the Bahyloman citizens. 
Tin* laft king then marched out to give him battle, but, be- 
in<r overthrown in the field, he was driven back to his citv. 



1 Tdem ibid. c. 191. 

4 
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and blocked up by a clofe fiege. The place was thought impreg- 
nable, on acount of its walls and the great number of people 
to defend them ; not to mention a ftore of all neceffaries to 
laft them for 20 years. The fiege continued two years 5 at 
the end of which the river was diverted into the lake as above, 
and a ftrong party was pofted where the riverran into the ci- 
ty, and another where it ran out. 'Thefe pai ties^were com- 
manded by the Babylonians , Gobryas and Gadates ; who, 
about midnight, obferving the river to he drained, marched 
into the bed of the river, and finding all the water gates open, 
which upon ordinary nights, for it was now a feftival, were 
ufed to be fhut they proceeded to the palace, and furprifed, 
and flew the guard. The palace being opened to know the 
caufe of this confufion, they rufhed in and flew the king, as 
he was valiantly fighting with his fword in his hand *. 

If he was really Beljhazzar* he certainly came to this un- q-/ je y a // # y 
fortunate end ; for having jnade a feaft for 1000 of hi* lords, Babylon, 
and having profaned the veffels his fore-father had brought fr«m asfeeming- 
the temple of jferufalem* the fingers of a hand came out, and fy in Dant- 
wrote upon the wall in a character unknown to any perfonel. 
then prefent ; the king faw this, and was quite terrified ; he 
trembled, and his knees fmote one againft the other »\ H« 
cried out for the aftrologers, Chaldeans* and the reft, and 
promifed, that the man among them who fhould decypher 
the writing, and inform him of what it meant, fliould becloa- 
thed in fcarlet, and have a chain of gold, and be third ruler 
of his kingdom n . He addreffed them in vain ( Y )* till the 
queen, who is fuppofed to have been Nitocris °, underftan- 
ding the trouble the king was in, came in and informed hint 
of Daniel* who had been fo efteemed by his father ; but that he 
ftiould have been unknown to Beljbazzar, is what it may be 
to no purpofe to inquire into. Daniel came, and having re- 
minded him of what his father had been, and what had befal- 
len him, and rebuked him for his infolent pride, and for profa- 
ning the holy veffels which had ftood in the houfe of the Lord, 

he read the words, which were, MENE MENE, TEKEL 

UPHARSIN p . " This is the interpretation of the thing ; 
" MENE, God hath numbered thy kingdom, and fini/hed 
" it; TEKEL, thou art weighed in the balance, and found 

* Ibid. * Dan v. i— 6. n Dan. v. 7. ° Pkid. 

u bi fup. p. 122. l> Dan. v. 2j. 

(Y) It is fuppofed the writing was in what we call now the Sa- 
maritan character, which being unknown to the Chaldeans y they 
could not read it (59). 



(SO) P r *d. ubi flip. p. 122. 
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Year of « € wanting; PERES, thy kingdom is divided, and given td 
the Flood, « the Medes and Perfians **. *' Notwithstanding the feverity 
2461. of this doom, Beljhazzar performed to Daniel all the promifos 
Year be- fo e ^ a( j ma de to the man who fhould thus fatisfy him 5 and in 
fore Chrift t ^ at n jg} lt was Beljhazzar the king of the Chaldeans flain : 
^jj* And Darius the Mede took the kingdom, being about 62 




years old r . 

In the firft year of the reign of Beljhazzar it was, that 
Daniel f had the vifion of the four beafts, which we may re- 
fume hereafter, and in the third of the fame Beljhazzar it was, 
that he had the vifion of the ram and the he-goat c . In the 
reign of Darius the Mede it was, that the fame Daniel was 
thrown into the lion's den u ; but the particulars of thefe feve- 
ral occurrences v/e referve for another time, feeing we are at 
a lofs for the proper place of thefe two reigns. 
Nabona- yVe are now to confider, whether or no this Nabonadius 
dius un~ was e ; t | ler Beljhazzar or Darius the Mede-> in which we ftiall 

have *heen ral ^ er P ro P°^ e our own doubts, than pretend to decide upon 
Eelfhaz- ^° P a ^P a ^^ e an ohfeurity as is the whole hiftory of Babylon^ 
za» or Da- ' rom t ' me f ' iat Nebuchadnezzar died, to the day that Cy~ 
rius the rus niade himfelf m after of this city. Sir Ifaac Newton and 
Mede. Doctor Prideaux are quite clear, that he was Beljhazzar y and 

fupport themfelvcs by many conliderable arguments, but not fo 
very powerful as to admit of no contradiction. To enter into 
the feveral opinions and varieties concerning this fucceffion of 
princes, would lead us into an inextricable labyrinth, and con- 
found rather than inform us ; we fhall therefore chiefly re- 
fer to what we have before offered, in proof that Evil-mero- 
dach muft have been the Beljhazzar of Daniel^ and Nerig- 
Ujfar the Darius the Mede of the fame, if they be any kings 
exhibited in Ptolemy's aftronomical canon; and to fuppofe 
they are not would he a feeming reflection on the accuracy of 
that valuable piece J. 

It is to be obfci ved, that if any credit is to be given to 
prophane hiftorians, Nabonadius cannot have been Beljhazzar ; 
for the former muft have died in a ftrange land, while the 
latter was flain in his own palace. Again, Beljhazzar' s ig- 
norance of Daniel can never be reconciled with fo long a 
reign as that of Nabonadius. The utmoft we can gather that 

1 Ibid. ver. 2%. r Jbid ver. 31. f Dan. vii. 1 Ibid, 

viii. * Ibid. vi. 

X The authors however, upon a fuller difcuflion of this fubjett*, 
hr.Yievc Nabonadius to have been the Be/Jhax.zar of fcriptuie, Cyax- 
c-\ the Darius the Mede of the fame. 

4 iff the Lift vote of the I Oth chapter. 

Bt/JlMXzar 
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Beljhazzar reigned at Babylon was not above three years; 
Nabonadius reigned feventeen. 

This Nabonadius* wz* certainly the laft king of Babylon, 
and by Ptolemy's canon, and by the concurrence of the bulk 
of prophane authors, there was no king there between him and 
Cyrus ; nor does the fcripture itfelf, which makes Darius the 
Mede, to have preceded Cyrus, fay, that he reigned after the 
laft king of the Babylonian race, or that there was no king 
of Babylon between Darius the Mede and Cyrus. 

Now that this laft Babylonian cannot have been Darius the 
Mede, as is fometimes faid w , may be proved by prophane au- 
thors *, who agree, that he was a Babylonian^ nay, and of the 
royal race * ; and this fhall fuffice for the prefent, together 
with what has been faid before, to evince, that he was not 
Darius the Mede. 

Nabonadius was certainly of the royal race f ; there is all 
the reafon in the world to believe he was a defcendant, and 
even a grandfon, of Nebuchadnezzar , and efpecially if the ce- 
lebrated Nitocris was married to Evil-merodach, the fon of 
Nebuchadnezzar, as the common opinion is. It is faid, that 
all nations fhould ferve him and his fon's fon 7 ; Nabonadius 
may then have been this fin's fon. It is faid, that God would 
cut off from Babylon the fon and the grandfon % and therefore 
it is concluded, that this laft king muft have been killed as 
well as Evil-merodacb ; but there is no .occaflan to fuppofe 
this, if prophane evidence may be received ; and that fo it 
ought to be, when it agrees with the text of fcripture can be 
no manner of doubt. Now we underftand, that this prophecy 
was amply fulfilled ; for we are told, that Evil-merodach , the 
undoubted fon of Nebuchadnezzar, was murdered % and that 
his grandfon, by his daughter who was married to Neriglijfar, 
and whofe name was Laborofoarchod, was murdered Iikewife b. 
Supposing then Nabonadius to have been the grandfon Iikewife 
of Nebuchadnezzar by Evil-merodacb, there is no neceflity to 
fuppofe he was murdered or flain. The predictions then, that 
all nations Jhould ferve Nebuchadnezzar'* fon and his fons fon, 
and that God would cut off his fon and his grandfon, were 
apparently different, and apparently fulfilled. In a word, 
Beljhazzar, who to all appearance, was no other than Evil- 
merodach, feems rather to have been butchered hy the hand* 
of aflaffins, than to have fallen by the fworu of the enemy ; 

w Du Pin Biblioth. Univerf. dct Hiftor. zg6. * Mi.c asth. 
Beros. Abb yd. ubi fup. * Josupm. Antiq. 1. 10. c. i? . 
f Idem ibid. ' Se* before, p, 31 ?. * /fat. m\ zz. *Seo 
before, p. 338. * Ibid. 344 
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nor can it be confiftent with the character we have of Nitocrh 
to imagine, fhe could have been fo negligent as to fuffer the 
enemy to furprize the city in the mannec they did ; flie then 
muft have been dead, and not alive, as Prideaux would have 
it. Though it is prophefied, that the enemy fhould poffefs 
the city at the time of a feaft, while her great, and wife, and 
mighty men were in liquor, it does not follow immediately 
thence, that the king himfelf was flain at the fame time. 
That it was taken at the time of a great feftival, we have 
confirmed to us by an hiftorian of the firft credit, and neareft 
to the times and that is fufficient for the honour of the 
prophecy. 

jfrguments ^ s wc are not wn °lty to rejeft prophane authorities, but on 
deduced tnc contrary, very much to rely on them, we would obferve, 
/rom"Ne- that from the prophecy of Nebuchadnezzar d, which he is fup- 
buchad- pofed e to have owed to no lefs a man than Daniel himfelf, it 
nezzar'j may be gathered, that what we have here and elfe where above 
prophecy, fuggefted, concerning BeiJ/iazzar and Darius the Mede 9 is not 

very much out of the way. For he fpeaks of the deftru£tion 
to befal to Babylon as jult at hand, and, though he muft have 
been then very old, what he might poffibly be a witnefs to - y 
and thus Beljhazzar, who is in-fcripture exprefly called his fon, 
was murdered two or three years after his death. This de- 
frru&ion was to be brought on by the means of a Mcde> in 
whom the AfJ'yrians, or Babylonians , were wont greatly to 
pride themfelves ; and what A'lede can this have been fo likely 
as Neriglijfar, who feems by his name to have been even na- 
turalized an Ajfyrian, and who had married Nebuchadnezzar's 
own daughter f r The Perjian mule is plainly Cyrus, who, by 
warring upon Nerigliffar to dethrone him, firft ftruck at the 
root of the Babylonian empire, and, by continuing the war, 
brought it at length to the ground. 

Upon the whole, it may appear rather more evidently 
than not, that if Darius the Mede and Beljhazzar are any 6f 
the kings of Babylon in the canon, and that they are not, can- 
not well he lb much as fuppoied, they can have been no other 
than Evil-merodach and Neriglijfar. The Jon and gran df on of 
Nebuthadnczzar \ again ft whom it was denounced that they 
fliould be cut off, cannot well be allowed to have been any 
but Evil- ?ncr odd ch and I.aborojoarchod \ and his fon and his 
Jon's Jon j whom all nations, as it is hyperbolically expreflid, 
//"/n Id /erve, cm have been no other than Evil-mcrodach and 
tjiib hubonari'tusy in whole days the empire of Babylon came 
to an end, as had been foretold by the prophets . . / . The 

r flEPODtrr. uhi (up. d See before, p. 336* c VkL 
Pkid 'ihi fup. p. ir,6. f See before, p. 34.3. 
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burden of, Babylon, which Ifaiah the fin of Amoz did fee . . * 
Howl for the day of the Lord is at hand ; it Jhall come as 
a dejtruftion from the Almighty . . . Behold I will Jlir up the 
Medes againjl them . . And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms * 
the beauty of the Chaldees excellency Jhall be as when God over- 
threw Sodom and Gomorrah. It Jhall never, be inhabited, 
neither Jhall it be dwelt in from generation to generation ; neither 
jhall the Arabian pitch tent there, neither Jhall the Jhepherds 
make their folds- there. But wild beajls of the defer t Jhall lie 
there, and their houfes Jhall be full of doleful creatures, and 
owls Jhall dwell there, and Jatyrs Jhall, dance there. And the 
wild beajls of the ijlands, Jhall cry in their dejolate houjes, and 
dragons in their p leaf ant palaces 8 . , . . How art thou fallen 
from heaven, O Lucifer, fin of the morning / .How art thou 
eut down to the ground, .which didjl weaken the nations ! 



I will rife up againjl. them, faith the Lord of hojls, and cut 
off from Babylon, the name, and remnant, and Jon, and ne- 
phew [or, as it fhould be, the grandfon *j| . . . . / will alfi 
make it a poffejjion for the bittern, and pools of water : and / 
will fweep it with the befom of dejlru&ion 1 . . . . Babylon is 
fallen, is fallen ; and all the graven images of her gods be hath 
broken unto the ground k . . . Bel boweth dawn, Nebo Jloopeth 
. . . Theyjloop, they bow down together, they could not deliver 
the burden, but . themf elves are gone into captivity 1 . . . The 
word that the Lord fpake againjl Babylon, and againjl the land 
of the Chaldeans, by Jeremiah the prophet . . . Say Babylon 
is taken, Bel is confounded, Merodach is broken in pieces, her 
idols are confounded, her images are broken in pieces 
Hear ye the counfel of the Lord, that he hath taken againjl 
Babylon, and his purpofes, . that he hath purpofed againjl the 
land of the Chaldeans n . • • Behold I will raife up againjl 
Babylon, and againjl them that dwell in the midjl of them 
that rife up againjl me, a dejlroying wind ; and will fend unto 
Babylon fanners, that Jhall fan her, and empty her land . . . 
Flee out of the midjl Babylon, and deliver every man his Joul: 
be not cut off in her iniquity . . . Babylon is fuddenly fallen 
and dejlroyed: howl for her, take balm for her pain, if fi be 
Jbe may be healed. l* r e would have healed Babylon, but Jhe is 
not healed ; forfake her, and let us go every one into his own 
country ; for her judgment reacheth unto heaven, and is lifted 
up even unto the skies . . . Make bright the arrows : gather 
the Jhields : the Lord hath raifed up the Jpirit of the king of the 
Medes : for his device is againjl Babylon to dejlroy it . . . • 

9 Ifiu. xiii. * ScePRio. ubi Sup. 1 I&i. xir. 12. — 2j. 

k Ibid. xxi. 9. 1 Ibid. xlvi. 1, 2. »» Jcrcra. 1. 1, l. "Ibid, 
vcr. 45. 
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Set yt up a fiandard in t$e hrti* Mow the trmkpet vrmrtg the 
nations > prepare the nations agstik/l her y call together againjt 
her the kingdoms of Ararat, Miitni, tfftJ A&cbenaz, appoint a 
captaiH agaSnJt her, caetfe the horfes to tome up as the rough 
caterpillars. Prepare again ft her the nations with the kings 
of the Medes . . . lie land jb#tt tremble and firrowi for 
*jery fu'rpofe of the Lordjball be performed agafaft Babylon* 
to titake the land of Babylon a defilatim without an inhabitant 

• • v One pofl Jhall run to meet another, and one ~meffenger ta 
Meet another , to Jbew the king of Babylon that his city is taken 
let ot\t end {Y) . . . fans fibth the Lord of HoJh y the God 
of, Ifrad> the daughter of Babylon is like a threjbing~ floor, it 
ft time iotbrejh her: yet a little while and the time ofbtrhar- 
vejt Jhall tome . . • And Babylon jhall become heaps , a dwel- 
ling-place fir dragons, an a/bnijbment> and an tiffing without 
an inhabitant . . . The fea is come lip itpon Babylon • Jhe is 
Covered wkh the mitititude of th* 1ta*V*s thereof Her cities 
Are a defolation, a dry hnd and a wilder nefs+ a land where- 
in no man dtMlleth> neither doth; 'my fin of man pkfi thereby 

.-i The^heaven and the tartb, and all that h therein* Jhall 
fing fir&hyton . . . . And I will make drknk btr princes* 
and her &ife men* her captains^ and her rulers,: and her mighty 
hten : and they Jhall Jleep* perpetual fieep+and not wake fakh 
ihe king, wfkofe name is the Lord of ho/Is . - * The broad 
walls of Babylon Jhall be utterly broken, and her high- gates Jhall 
be burnt with fire, and the people Jhall labour in veak, and the 
folk in the fire, and they Jhall be weary o. ■ . 

• Sue** was Babylon y and 4uch her end. Upon the whole 
it appears, that the AJfyrian monarchy, whether the firft at 
Nineveh, or the fecond at Babylon, ^was never thoroughly fefc- 
tied in a dominion Over the nations -for any length of time, 
and that it rather contended for empire tnan enjoyed it in any 
fettled-formj -and that, if we except Nebuchadttti&ar, no one 
of thefe monarch*, from Pul to Nabonadius, could ever boaft 
any thing like the conquefts attributed to Semiramis. Efar- 
haddon niay claim the next place after him for conquefts and 
donrtinion, but his life ended by the time he had exalted him- 
felf over the weft. The reft of thefe princes were all unfor- 
tunate^ one way or other : Some of them, with infinite la- 

i 

o Idem. li. i ■ > yg. 

( Y) Whether from hence it may be gathered that this laft king 
was within the city or without it, at the time it was taken f we leave 
tb x the reader ; and confequonfly/ whether or no the BclJba'xXar of 
Daniel was Ihia Tail kihjj or not. 
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bcrar aad'JbaAu& ^toapt^d to lakj vga te the nations?- but the 

flame Afll brake .out fiunenAare or other aga&ft them ; others 
f them, by a fcpiawegJeA thcmfelVes in stager, from 
thofe their warlike predeceSbrs had awed, and were feme o{ 
them,, in the end, filbducd, and captivated, and deftroyed by 
them. In fine, we fee bot£ tske^wprioff and the Babylonian 
fuhmitted to that fate, which muifc feoner or later diflblve all 



univer&l monarchies, which muft have alrooft a* many ene- 




CHAP. X. 

The Hiftory of the M e d e s. 




SECT. I. 

■ 

\ Defcrtytion of M p d i a. 

TJHE country before us, once the feat of a potent em- JVW, 
.^pife, derives its name from Modal the third fon of 
ydphttj as is pltfrt from fcripture, where the Medes &c. 
are conftantly' called MaSai 1 (A ).. It was bounded, accord- 
ing to Ptolemy 9 on the north by part of thd Cajpian fea ; on 
the fouth by Perfis^ Suftana, and AJfyria \ oh the eaft by 
Paribia and Hyrcania ; and oh the weft by Armenia Major. 
It was in antient times divided into feveral provinces, riamelv 



* Dan, v. 28. ibid. vi. J. i*. 15. ibid, viii 20. Esth. i. 3. 14. 

,1 8, 19. ibid, x. f . 

■ 

(A) Among prophane authors, fome derive the name of Media 
from one Medus, the fon of Mtdta and 7<fir/&* ; others from a city 
here called Media, whence lay they, the whole country borrowed 
its name ( 1). Sgxtus Rvfus teUs us, that in his time it was known 
by the name of Medina (z\ and from others we learn (3), that it 
was alfo called Aria ; but to enquire into the origin of thefe various 
appellations M would prove both a laborious and fruitlefs task. 

(O Strab.L \\.f. 526. (2) Qrtti. The/. Geogr. ad VOCCM 

Media. (3) Ortel. ibid. 

Y y % Trofatsm\ 
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Tropalent* Char omit hrene* Darites* Marciane* A matt ace* and 
Syro-media : All thefe were by a later divifion reduced to two 
•nly, the one called Media Magna* the other Media Atropatia* 
or limply Atropatene* K 

Atropatene was that part which lay between mount Taurus 
and the Cajpian fea, and is fuppofed to have been fo called 
f rom one Atropatus * who being governor of this province in 
the time of Darius* . the lafl: . Perfian monarch, withftood 
Alexander the Great* and, upon the downfal of the Perfian 
moaarchy, feized on this part of Media* and tranfmitted it 
to his pofterity, who held it as fovereigns to Strata's time c . 
This was a cold, barren, and unhofpitable country, and oh 
that very account allotted by Shalmanefer for the abode of 
many captive Ifraelites after the conqueft of that kingdom. 

Cities of note in this part of Media were Gaza or Gaza , 

the metropolis of the province, and fituated, according to 

Pliny , in a fpacious plain between Ecbatan and Artaxata 9 

and equally diftant from both. Sanina, feated between the 

Arazes and theCambyfes ; Fazina* between the Cambyfes and 

the Cyrus ; and Cyropalis* between the Qyrus and the Amardus. 

This trad was inhabited by the Cadujians and Cafpians* a 

barbarous and inhuman race, originally fprung from the Scy- 
thians. 

Media Magna was bounded by Perjia* Parthia* Hyrcania* 
the Hyrcqnian fea, and Atropatene. The moft remarkable 
cities in this part of Media were Ecbatan, Laodicea* Aparnea* 
Rageia* Arfacia, &c. Ecbatan* the metropolis of all Media 
and the feat both of the Median and Perfian monarchs, was 
built by Dejoces* the. firft that reigned in Media* after the in- 
habitants had fhaken off the AJfyrian yoke d . The walls of 
this city are much celebrated by the antients, and minutely 
defcribed by Herodotus* : they were feven in number, all of a 
circular form, and gradually rifing above each other by thi 
height of the battlements of each wall. The fituation of the 
ground, rifing by an eafy afcent, was very favourable to the 
defign of building thefe walls, and perhaps firft fuggefted it. 
The royal palace and treafurr were within the innermoft 
circle of the feven. The firft of thefe walls was equal in 
circumference to the city of Athens , and had white battle- 
ments, the fecond black, the third of a purple colour, the 
fourth blue, and the fifth of a deep orange j but the two in- 
nermoft, as fcrving more immediately for a fence to the royal 
perfon of the king, were embclliihcd above the others, the 

* Strab. 1. u. p. 360. & p. 363. < Stuab. I. 1 1 . p. 523. 
Hirodot. L 1. c.98. 1 Hi robot, ubi fupra, 

•ne 
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one being done over with filver, and the other with gold f : 
This defcription of Herodotus favours, we muft own, fome- 
what of romance; but, neverthelefs, that Ecbatan was a 
great and powerful city, and perhaps no-ways inferior either 
to Nimveb or Babylon, is confirmed by far better authorities. 
In the book of Judith * we read, that the walk of this ftately 
metropolis were feventy cubits high and fifty cubits broad ^ 
that the towers on the gates were a hundred cubits in height, 
the breadth in the foundation fixty cubits, and the walls 
built of hewn and polifhed ftone, each ftone being fix cubits 
in length and three in breadth. This city is by the antients 
conftantly called Ecbatan of Media, to diftinguifli it from a- 
nother in Syria bearing the fame name where the unfortu- 
nate Cambyfes died, as we read in Herodotus i (BJ. 

Lcodicca^ 

i Herodot. ibid. f Judith, c. i. 2, 3,4. * Herodot. 
1. 3.C. 64. Diodoh. 1. 14. c. 23. Plin. 1. 6 c. 27. Plutarch, in 

Alex. p. 704. Tacit, 1. 15. c. 31, &c. * Hiropot. 1. 3. 

(B) Pliny (4) tell* us, that Ecbatan was built by Seleucus ; an un- 
accountable overfight, fince he muft have read an account of it not 
only in Herodotus, but like wife in Demoftbenes (5), who calls it the 
ordinary refidence of the Perfian monarchs. On the other hand, 
Diodorus (6) carries the buiJding of this town back to the fabulous 
times of Semiramis, and fpealcs of mountains levelled, vallies raifed, 
waters conveyed through rocky mountains, and other aftonifhing 
works performed by his heroine, for the erabeliifhment of the city 
and convenience of the inhabitants. This great city was fituate on 
a rifing ground, according to Ptolemy and Diodorus , about twelve 
ftades diitance from mount Oron/es, and not at the foot of mount 
Jafanius.oii the fouthern confines of Media and Perjsa % where dm- 
mianus Marcellinus is pleafed to place it {7). Here Daniel is {aid 
by JofepbusX.0 have built a ftately palace, which afterwards fervcei 
as a maufoleum of the kings of Media ; fome of the beams, fays 
this author, were of filver, and the reft of cedar, but plated wirh 
gold. There are now no monuments remaining, either of this mag- 
ainctnt building, or of the proud palace, where the monarchs of 
jifia were wont to pafs their fummer ; nay, there is a great disa- 
greement among our modern travellers about the place where that 
ftately metropolis ftood. The opinion of Moiety who rranfl.uni 
and wrote a commentary upon Ptolemy % feems to Sir Jnhn Char/fh 
the molt probable, *vix. that Taurii is the anticnt and famou* /■>- 
baton and this opinion is confirmed by Orte/ius, Uc/ni:s 9 

(4) Plin, I. 6. c. 14. (5) Demofth. Philip. 4. />. ten 
Diodor. Sicul. /. 2. c. 12. (7) dm mi an. MarcelL I. 2;. 
(8)' Char din. voy. en Per/, vol. x. p. til. 
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Laodkta 9 of which appellation there were many towns, 
fo called either from the mother of Nicator y or the wife of 
Jnisochusy is counted J>y Strabo k among the cities of Media, 
*nd placed by Pliny * near the confines., of Perfia* Apamta, 
is by Strabo fometioes adjudged to Media* and fometime* to 
Part hi a l . ' Rftga, Rageia* or Ragea is called by Ifidorus * 
the greateft eity of Afisrirtf ; it was repaired by Nicator, who 
called it Eur opus ^ and by that name it was known to PtoIe~ 
my ; but in the book of To.frit it retains the former. In pro- 
cess of time it became the fea£ of the Parthian kings, who 
gave it the name of Arfjacia or Arface, as we fhall fee in the 
hiftory of that people. Other cities of Media are mentioned 
by Pliny, Stephanas, Ammianus Marcellinus, and IJidorus 3 
viz. Zombis, Patigran, Gazaca, Margafis, &c. but thefe 
were all built in after-ages by the Macedonians , and are there- 
fore called by Strabo n G«rf cities. This part of Media was 
Inhabited by the Carducbiansj Marandatans, Gelians, Syro- 
medians, Margafians, &c. 

Momtmm The mountains.' of this country, fuch as may be .proper 
0xd rivers, to take notice of, are, according to Ptolemy and Strabo °, 

Choatra, parting Media from AJfyria, and branching out 
from the Gordyean mountains on the confines of jfflyria and 
Armenia ; Zagrus, dividing it from the fame AJfyria on the 
«aft, a mountain, if Polybius p is to be credited, one hundred 

fiades high. Parachoatra^ placed by Ptolemy on the fcorderf 
towards Perfidy and by Strabo q on the confines pf Media, 
JTyreania, aqd Parthia. Thefe are the boundaries between 
Media and the adjacent regions, and therefore maybe faidas 
properly to belong to the latter as to the former ; but the 

. * Strab.L xi, p. 361. 6. c. 26. 'Strab.I. xL 

354, & 361. « Is I DOR. p. 361. a STRAB. I. XI. p. 361. 

j*Strab. 1. xi. p. 363. *Pqx.yb. I. v. c. 44, *Stra*. 
ubi fupra. 

Toxtira, Andrea delta val/e, &C. Jofephut affure3 us (g), that the 
palace built by Daniel was entire in hip time ; but at prefent not 
0ven the ruins of any magnificent building are to be feen either at 
fauris or in that neighbourhood ; for in all the ruins there, the 
materials, as our traveller judicioufly obfervea (10), are only earth, 
brick, and pebbles, which in ancient times were never ufed in 
AUdi* for the building of palaces. Some writers confound Ecbatan 
with Batana y which is evidently Ptolemy* & Batina, and placed by 
him to the north of mount Orontes near the riyer Straton. 



(9) Joft'pb, An ti qui tat. /. 10. 0°) Char din ubi fupra. 

Orontcs, 



Chap, id, The Ktfiary of 't&e Medes. 

Qrbntes, the Jafonius, and the Cor onus are in the ftri&eft 
fenfe mountains of Media , as arifing in the very heart of the 
country. The rivers of note are, according to Ptolemy , the 
Straton, the Amardus, the tyr«r, and the Cambyfes. But 
thefe rivers, as they are reprefented to difembogue themfdvcs 
into the inoft fouthern part of the Cafpian* muffc by their po- 
fition have belonged to the provinces of Ohilan and Mazan- 
daran> as they fare now called, and confcquently could not 
belong to Media proper ', as it is defcribed to us by the an* 
t rents. 

We cannot help taking notice here of a confiderable 
miftake, which many of the antients have been guilty of, 
with refpe<5l to the Situation of the Cafpian Streights, called ' 
by the Latins Porta Cafpite, Claujira Ca/pia 9 and Pyla Caf- 
piee. Ptolemy, Straho, Arrian, IJidorus Characenus, and 
Dionyjius Periegetes r place them on the confines of Media and 
Parthia> or on the eaftern borders of Media. But Pliny 9 
not liking this fituation, carries them quite crofs the cbuntry, 
arfd after having been fome time at a lofs how to difpofe of 
fo heavy a load, drops it at laft on the confines of Media 
and Armenia, that is, on the moft weftern borders of Me- 
dia f . Suetonius 1 and Tacitus »» confound them with the 

4 

Iberian flreights, which are a narrow paliage through the 
mountains dividing Iberia from Sarmatia. Some of our mo* 
dern geographers place them in Media Atropatia, between 
the Cafpian mountains and the Cafpian fea, confounding them 
with what the prefent inhabitants call Demir-can, or Iron- 
gate, which is a narrow paflage out of Tartary into Perfia. 

The northern parts of Media, lying between the Cafpian & 
mountains and the fea, are very cold and barren ; the pre- 
lent inhabitants make their bread of dried almonds, and their 
drink of the juice of certain herbs. Here the fnow lies on 
the mountains for nine months in the year vr . But the 
fouthern parts are productive of all forts of grain and necef- 
faries for life, and withal fo pleafant, that the country ad- 
joining to Taurisy probably the antient Ecbatan, is called the 
garden of Perfia. There are here large plains, among which 
that of Nyfa is famous for the numerous ftuds of horfes that 
were kept in it for the ufc of the Perfian monarchs, and are 
often mentioned and celebrated by the antients. Where this 

r Strab. !. *i. p. 362. Arrian. 1. 3, la idor. Characenm. 
p. 6. Dionvs. Pcrieget. verfu. 1039. 1 Plin. 1. 6. c. 15. 

•StfETON. C. 19. "TACtT. Ilift. 1. I.C. 6. "CUARDIN. 

voy. on Perf. vol, I. p. 524. 

plain 
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plain of Nyfa was fituated, is no eafy matter to determine 

Climate. Th E climate is very unequal ; that part which lies between 

the mountains and the fea is exceeding cold, and the earth 
fwampy, and full of marfhcs, where innumerable fwarms of 
venemous infe£ts are bred (D ) y which, together with the va- 
pours rifing from the Cafpian fea, render that part very un~ 
hofpitable. The provinces that are more remote from the 
fea enjoy a very wholefome air, though liable to heavy rains 
and violent ftorms, efpecially in the fpring and autumn *• 
Bclides the cattle and game of all forts, which the Mediter- 
ranean provinces abound with, fome of them have been for 

* Chard in. ubi fupra. 

(C) The antients place the Nyfean plain in the eaflermoft parts 
of what they call Media* and far beyond the limits of what is 
now fuppofed to have been properly this country. We have x 
traveller, who thinks he has feen this fertile pailure ; but if he 
did, we mull place it quite differently from what the antients feem 
to infinuare it ought to be, and feveral degrees nearer us. His 
words are, " We continued on our way (from Tauris towards Per- 
•* fia) upon the m >(t beautiful and fertile plains covered with vil- 
•* lages. Thefe plains afford the moft excellent pafture of all Me* 
f * dia 9 and, I dare fay, of the whole world, and the beft horfes 
• f of the country were there at grafs. — I afked a young nobleman 

in company with us, If there were any other plains in Media fo 
fine and fo extenfive ? He told me, He had feen fome as fine about 
Derbent, but none more extenfive ; fo that 'tis reafonable enough 
to believe, that thefe plains are the Hippobaton of the antients, 
and where they fay the kings of Media had a ftud of fifty thou- 
fand horfes, and that here .it is alfo, we mull look for the Nyfean 
plain fo famous for the horfes of that name. Stephanus the geo- 
grapher fay?, that Nyfa was in the country of the Medes, I 
told this fame nobleman fome particulars which hiflorians relate 
concerning thefe horfe?, namely Pha<vorinus 9 who fays, all the 
Nyfean hories were light duns ; he anfwered, that he had never 
read or heard any thing of the kind. I afterwards enquired of 
feveral gentlemen of learning, but could never underlland, that 
there was any place, either in Perfia or Media, that produced 
horfes of that colour ( 1 1 ) 1 \ 

(D) JEUan tells us {i2\ that thefe parts of Media were 
greatly infelled by fcorpions, and that while the king of Perfia 
was on his progrefs into Media* the inhabitants were employed for 
three days, before his arrival on the confines, in clearing the coun- 
try of thefe venemous infecls. 
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(i i) Char din. ttbi fupra, p. 185, (1^) Mlian. de Animal. I. 
I J. c. 26. 

many 
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many ages remarkable on account of the various forts of. ex- 
cellent wines they produce, efpecially the neighbourhood of 
Tauris 9 where no fewer than ilxty different kinds of grapes, 
all of an exquifite flavour, are to be tafted at this clay 7. 
Prom its productions in the prefent ftate we may judge, what 
it muft have been in better times. 

We cannot difmifs this fubjedt without fome obfervations The Cafpi- 
on the Cafpian fea, which is the northern boundary of Me- an fea. 
Jia. This large body of waters was by the antients called 
indifferently the Cafpian and the Hyrcanian fea, from the 
Cafpians and Hyrcanians whofe fliores it waflied *. How- 
ever, Pliny a makes fome difference between thefe two ap- 
pellations, telling us, that on the Cafpian coafts it bears the 
former denomination, and on thofe of Hyrcania the latter. 
The antient, and likewife the modern, geographers, had but 
a very imperfedt knowledge of the true fituation, extent, 
coafts, and bays of this fea, before the difcoyeries made lately 
by a very able navigator and geographer (E) ; and therefore 
what has been faid by others is only to be relied oh, fo far 
as it agrees with the accounts he has given us. Ptolemy y and 
even Herodotus^ knew, that the Cafpian was furrounded on 
all fides by land, without any communication with other feas 
or vifible efflux ; whence fome thought, that it ought to be 
called a lake rather than a fea. However, Strabo Pliny c, 
Pomponius Mela d , and Arrian • wrote, that it was joined 
either to the Indian or northern ocean ; but we are well af- 
fured by experience, that they were miftaken. They were 
perhaps led into this error by fuch as had made their obfer- 
vations when the Wolga had overflown its banks, at which 
time it appears more like a fea than a river, covering with 
its waters, as a modern traveller informs us f , the whole coun- 
try to the extent of fixty miles : This they might eafily have 
miftaken for a ftreight joining the Cafpian to the ocean. 
Ptolemy % though here in the right, was greatly miftak n as 
to its extent from eaft to weft, for which he allows twen- 

* Chard i m. vol. I. p. 185. * Str a a. 1. xi. p. 83. Diodor. 

L 7. c. 75. *Plin. 1. 6. c. 13, & 16. b Strad. I. x, p. 
83. c Pt rw. 1. 6. c. 1 3. d Pom pon. Mbl. 1 3. c. J. 

e Arrian. I. 7. p. 477. * Le Bruyn voy. par. la. Molcov. 

Tom. 3. p. 465. 

. (E) M. Vanverden^ who, by orders of the late Gear, formed a 

very exa£t chart of the Cafpian from obfervations made by him on 

the fpot in 1720, 1721, 1722. Thefe obfervations, together 

with M. Van<ver den's new chart, were by the Czar's orders com* v 

municated to the royal academy of fciencca at Paris. 

Vol. IV. Z z ty 



The Hiftory of the Mcdes. Book L 



ty three degrees and a half 5 whereas it does not exceed, 
where wideft, three degrees forty two minutes, and, where 
narroweft, one degree twenty two minutes. He likewife 
places it three degrees more to the north than it really is. 
Thefe miftakes were obferved, and in fome degree redrefled, 
by Abtflfeda, an Arabian prince and able geographer, who in 
1320, discovered the true fituation of the Cajpian, and abridg- 
ed its extent by a third of what Ptolemy had allowed it. 
By this alteration its length was no more in longitude, as 
Ptolemy had placed it, but in latitude, as it truly is. Abu'U 
feda's obfervations were greatly improved by Bourrous, OU- 
art us, and yenkinfon ; but the true dimensions of this fea 
were not aicertained till the late obfervations, by which we 
are affured, that it lies between the thirty feventh and forty 
eighth degrees of north latitude, and does not exceed three 
degrees forty two minutes in its greateft longitude, which 
gives it a quite different figure from what it is represented to 
have in the maps of Ptolemy, and in the writings of other 
antient geographers. 

The Per/tans call rjiis fea Kulfum, or the fea of AJlracan% 
the Ruffians the fea of Gualenfkoi \ the Georgians Sowa 5 the 
Armenians Soof. It receives the river JVolga, which itfelf i& 
like a fea, and near two hundred others into its bofom, and 
yet is never increafed or diminifhed, nor obferved to ebb or 
flow. This conftant plenitude has given rife to many fpecu- 
lations, and fome have imagined, that it muft neceflarily 
have fome fubterraneous communication either with the Black 
fea, though a hundred leagues diftant, or with the Perfian 
gulf, which is near two hundred leagues diftant from it. Fa* 
ther Avril y a modern traveller, feems to favour the latter 
opinion, and alledges this proof to confirm it, viz. that over 
againft the province of Xilan in Perjia there are t^ro in*- 
menfe whirlpools, which with an incredible rapidity and fright- 
ful noife fuck in and fwallow whatever comes near them, and 
confequently a cavity in the earth. He adds, that every year, 
about the latter end of the autumn, a great quantity of willow 
leaves are obferved floating on the water by thofe who in- 
habit the coaftsof the Perfian gulf. As this tree is no where 
to be found near the Pcrjian gulf, and on the other hand the 
coafts of the Cafpian towards the province of Xilan are co* 
vcrcd with them, there muft be fome fubterraneous inter* 
courfe between thefe two feas. This obfervation, if true, 
is a ftrong proof of fome fecret communication between thefe 
two bodies of water, the leaves being conveyed through 
fubterraneous Allures from the one to the other. But fince 

the opinion, alTerting a communication between the Cafpian 

and 
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and other feas, has been taken up chiefly on this confiderati- 
on, that as fo many and fo large rivers difembogue themfelves 
into it, and are conftantly pouring in their waters, in pro- 
cefs of time the channel would be filled, and run over, un- 
lefs there were fubterraneous fifliires and meatufes, through 
which it might evacuate its fuperfluous waters into the Ocean j 
as the opinion, I fay, of the Cajpian's being joined, ei- 
ther immediately, or by means of fome other fea, to the 
ocean, is chiefly founded on this, it will be worth whije to 
confider how the Cafptan or any other fea comes to lofe lb 
much water as it receives, either from rain or rivers jlow- 
ing into it (F). The water of this fea is fait as the waters 

of 



(F) There are two hypothefes among philofophers ; one is, that 
the waters of the fea are conveyed by fubterraneous conduits to 
the fprings of rivers, and that in draining through the fiflures they 
lofe their faltncfs : the other is, that it happens by the vapours that 
are drawn up from its fur face. The former is now rejected by moft, 
it being next to impoflible to explain how the water of the ocean, 
being more deprefled than the very mouths of the rivers, can 
come up to their fprings, which are moftly on high mountains. 
But in the latter hypothecs we have no occafion to explain this, nor 
to prevent the increafe of the feas, by fupplying the fprings with 
their waters. 

Th k quantity of vapours drawn up from the fea was tried by Dr. 
Halley, who made the following computation (t 3). By an experiment 
made with great care he found, that water, faked to the fame 
degree as common fea- water, and heated to the fame degree of 
the air in our hotteil fummers, exhales the thicknefs of a fixtieth 
part of an inch in two hours. Whence it appears, that a bulk 
of water a tenth part of an inch high will be exhaled into va- 
pours in twelve hours. So that if the fuperficies of the whole 
ocean, or a part of it, be known, it may alfo be known, how 
much water arifes from it in vapours every day, fuppofing the wa- 
ter to be equally hot with the air in Jammer. According to 
what has been laid down, a fuperficies of ten fquare inches emits 
daily a cubic inch of water ; one fquare foot, half a pint ; a fquare, 
whofe fides are four feet, one gallon ; a fquare mile 6914 tuns ; 
and one degree fquare (confiding, as we may fuppofe, of 69 En- 
glijb miles) 33 millions of tuns. The fame author fuppofes the 
Midit err anean to be about forty degrees long, and four broad, al- 
lowances being made for the places where it is broader by thofe 
where it is narrower, fo that its whole fuperficies may be account- 
ed 160 fquare degrees ; and confequently the whole Mediterranean 
muil lofe in vapours, acoording to the fore-ftated proportion, in a 
fummcr's day, at iealt 5280 millions of tuns. What quantity oi 



(13) Pbihj. Iran fat! N<>. t2<).p. 366. 
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of other feas, notwlthftanding the opinion of the anfierits to 
the contrary ; its freQmefs in fome parts near the fhore is 
owing to the rivers that difcharge thernfelves into it. It is 
neither of a different colour from other feas, nor without 
various forts of fifh, as Olearius 9 an eye-witnefs, allures us, 
and thereby difproves the opinion of the antients, who 
believed it to be of a blackifh colour, and to have but one 

water is dried off the furface by the winds cannot poffibly be re- 
duced to any rule ; but wc may venture to (ay, that it fbme times 
exceeds even what is evaporated by the heat of the fun. 

Now to compare this quantity of water with that which is car- 
ried daily into the fea, the above-mentioned writer obfervea, that 
the Mediterranean, for inflance, receives thefe nine confiderable ri- 
vers, the Iberus, the Rhone, the Tiber, the Po, the Danube, the 
Neijfer, the Boryflhenes, the Tanais, and the Nile, all the reft be- 
ing of no great note. Each of thefe rivers he fuppofes to be ten 
times greater than the Thames, not that any of them is near ?fb 
great, but to comprehend with them all the fmall rivulets that 
fall into the fame fea. . 

He iikewife fuppofes the river Thames at Kingft on-bridge , where 
the tide feldom reaches, to be in breadth about a hundred yards, 
and in depth three ; and the water to run two miles an hour. If 
therefore the breadth of the water, a hundred yards, be multiplied 
by three, the depth, and the product three hundred fquare yards 
by forty eight miles, or 84480 yards, which the water runs every 
day, the product will be 25344000 cubic yards of water, or 
203^818 tuns, that are carried every day into the fea. 
* Now, if each of the aforefaid rivers yields ten times as much 
water as the Thames, it will follow, that each of them carries e- 
very day into the fea above 203 millions of tuns, and the whole 
nine 1828 millions of tuns in a day. 

However, this is but little more than one third of what is 
proved to be raifed in vapours out of the Mediterranean in twelve 
hours time. Hence it appears, that the Mediterranean, the Caf- 
pian, or any other lea, is fo far from increafing or overflowing by 
the rivers it receives, that in a ftiort time it would rather be e- 
vaporated and drained, unlefs the vapours that it exhales returned 
upon it in clew or rain. 

Scatiger and others were of opinion, that the Cafpian is joined 
by fome fob terraneous intercourfe with the Euxine, but he al ledges 
no reafon to prove his opinion ; however, this may be urged for 
it, that the Euxive fea, as Mr. Dugdale obfervea (14), is continual- 
ly difeorging a large quantity of water through the Bofpborus, and 
forue think, that it is more than the rivers pour into it ; where- 
fore it may, for ought we know, be fupplied from the Cafpian. 

(14) DugdaWs coinplcat fyfiem of Gen. Geography, p. 290. 

kind 
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kind of fifti, and that of a monftrous form,. We fhall con- 
clude this fe£Hon with observing, that the ignorance of the 
antients with relation to this fea, or lake, as fome are pleafed 
to call it, may be urged as an argument of the imperfeik 
knowledge they had of thefe northern parts of the Perftan 
empire, and at the fame time warn us not to depend on their 
accounts, unlefs vouched by the teftimonies of modern tra- 
Tellers, who have, with far greater care and better fuccefs 
furveyed thofe remote regions. 

SECT. II. 



Of the antiquity f , government, laws, religion, cufloms, 

arts, learning, and trade of the Medjes. 

WE have already derived the Medes g from Madai, the Their 
third fon of Japhet, and thereby put them upon the gin. 
level with the moft antient nations (G). In pro- 
ceft of time feveral colonies from the adjacent countries fet- 
tled 

2 Vid. fupr. p. 355. 

(G) Some will have Madai to have been the progenitor of the 
Macedonians, and not of the Medes, grounding their opinion upon 
the two following reafons : 1. That the Madai, or Medes, are not 
mentioned in fcripture till the later ages. 2. That this fituation 
removes Madai too far from the reft of his brethren, and takes 
him out of his generallot, which was the ifles of the Gentiles, to 
put him into that of Stem. But to the firft it may be anfwered, that 
the Jew always retained the name, and it is plain they made ufe 
of it as foon as they had occafion : to the fecond, that, according 
to our hypothefis, the plantations of the fons of Japhet were con- 
tiguous ; for the weftern Media was bounded on the north by the 
river Ros or Aras* to which, as we have elfewhere obferved (15), 
the dominion of Magog extended ; and perhaps thofe words, by 
thefe were the ifles of the Gentile* divided (1 6) relate only to J a- 
^a/rand his fons, and not to Gamer and his pofterity, the pafTagea 
in fcripture where thefe laft: are mentioned requiring a fenfe which 
places them on the continent. A modern writer (17) produces fe- 
veral authorities to mew, that there were a people in Macedonia 
called Midi, or Matdi, and a trad called the Medic regions in the 
borders of P<eo*ia ; but this can only prove the Macedonians to be 
a later colony of Madai. To fay that the \ acedoninns arc the off- 
fpring of Aladai, becaufe the word Macedonia is compounded of 

( 11?; Vol 1 f 370. (16) Gen. x. 5. (ijj See Mede % s 

ivorh. 

Madai 
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tied among them, being invited thither by the fruitfulnefs of 
the foil, which gave rife to the various tribes into which that, 
people was antiently divided. The Greek writers will have 
them to be originally Per/fans h , and Herodotus tells us, that 
they were called Avians till the time of Medus the fon of 
Medea i from whom they took the name of Medians. But 
pur etymology is far more natural, and confirmed by the au- 
thority of all the antient interpreters, who by Madai in fcrip- 
ture conftantly underftand the Medes >. 

Their government was originally monarchical, like that 
of the other primitive nations, and they feem to have had 
kings of their own in the earlieft times. Some are of opinion, 
that one of the four kings, who in the days of Abraham in- 
vaded the fouthern coafts of Canaan , reigned in Media. 
Lattantius mentions one Hydajpes, who, according to him, 
reigned long before the Medes were conquered by the AJfy- 
rians ; and Disdorus tells us, that Pharnus king of the 
Medes was with his feven fons defeated and taken prifoner by 
Ninus 9 in the very beginning of the AJJyrian empire k . But 
fiis accounts of thofe early times are no ways to be relied on, 
it being plain, both from fcripture and from the authority of 
the moft judicious among the antient and modern chronolo- 
gers, that the AJJyrian empire did not begin till the days of 
Pul \ whereas Ctejias and his copift Diodorus have made this 
empire as old as the flood, and given us the names of all the 
AJfyrian kings from Belus and his feigned fon Ninus to Sar- 
danapalus. According to the fucceffion of AJfyrian kings, as 
frated by them, that empire continued about 136a years, 
whereas Herodotus tells us, that it lafted only five hundred 
years, and even his numbers are all too long." They were 
firft brought under the AJfyrian yoke by Pul> according to us 
the founder of that monarchy, or by his immediate fucceflbr 
Tiglatb-pilefer. Till that time they were probably governed 
by their own kings, as were, according to holy writ, the 
neighbouring nations (H). In the reign of Sennacherib they 

fliook 

' Cedien. p. 18. * Vide Hieron ym. in cap. 13. Efaiai, 
it in quaeition. Hebraic. k Diodor. Sic. 1. 5. c. 5. 

Madai and Cettim, is relying too much, as every one muft allow, on 
the authority of a forced etymology ; and we may as well adopt 
the etymology of thofe who derive the Tartars from an antient 
tribe among the Medes called Tapuri, which they change into Ta/uri, 
and that into Tartari (18). 

(H j In the time of the judges of Ifrael, Mefopotamia was under 

( 18) Vide Reinecc, hi ft ' ju/. par. fecund, p 2. 
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fhook ofF the AJfyrian yoke, and fell into an anarchy, which 
lafted till the reign of Dejoces, as we fliall fee in the following 
fe&ron. Their kings, after the revolt, were quite abfolute, 
and controlled by no law ; nay, they claimed an equal refpeft 
with the gods themfelves, the cuftom of adoring kings, which 
afterwards prevailed in Perjta 9 having firft taken rife among 

the Medes I. 

Th e Medes were once a very warlike race, as will appear Manners 
from their hiftory ; but in procefs of time became one of the «ndcuf* 
moft effeminate nations of Afta 7 efpecially after they were tarns. 
reduced by Cyrus. In war they ufcd the fame armour as the 
PerJianSy whom they are faid to have taught the art of war, 
efpecially to handle with dexterity the bow, and likewifc to 
have been the firft that introduced luxury into Perjsa, which 
at laft occafioned the downfal of that empire, as it had before 
been the ruin of the Medes Polygamy was fo far from 
being difreputable among them, that they were bound by law 
to maintain at leaft feven wives, and thofe women were 
looked upon with contempt, who had fewer than five huf* 
bands n . In war they poifoned their arrows with a bitumin- 
ous liquor called Napbta, whereof there was great plenty in 
MefHa 7 Perjia 7 and AJJyrta. The arrow being fteeped in it, 
and £hot from a flack bow (for a fwift and violent motion 
took off from its virtue ), burnt the flcfh with fuch violence, 
that water rather encreafed than extinguished the malignant 
flame ; duft alone could put a ftop to it, and in fome degree 
allay the Uiifpeakable pain it occafioned. They are likewife 
faid to have bred a number of large dogs, to whom they ufed 
to throw the bodies of their friends, parents, and relations, 



1 jElian. var. hiftor. 1.x. p. $25. "Strabo, 1. xi. X«* 
noph, Cyropsed. 1. 1. p. 7. n Strabo, I. xi. p. 526. 

its own king (19) ; the king of Zobab reigned on both fides of the 
Euphrates till he was conquered by David (20). The kingdoms of 
Afoai, Amman , Edom 9 Pbiliftia, Zidon, Damafcus, and Hamatb the 
Great, were governed by their own princes, and fo were thofe of 

Harart, or Carrhar, and Sepharvaim in Mefopotamia* and Calneb 

near Bagdad. As thefe petty kingdoms were ruled by their own 
princes, fo wai Media till the time of Pul % who fubdued moft of the 
above-mentioned nations. Media may have been fubdued by AVar- 
rod t who was a great warrior ; but his empire, if he founded any, 
was of ftiort continuance, it being the cuftom in thofe eai ly times 
for every father to divide his territories amongft l^is ions. 

( 1 9) Judg> UL A. (20) z Samuel <viii. and tc, 

wh«n 
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when at the point of death, looking upon it as dilhonourable 
to die in their beds, or be laid in the ground *. 

Some writers charge the Medes with being the firft author? 
of making eunuchs p ; but others impute this execrable prac- 
tice to the Per/ianSy and even name the place where it firft 
took rife * (I) . The cuftom of confirming alliances with the 

° Bardjesan. apudEufcb. praepar. Evang. 1. 6.C 8. * A- 

then iE us 1. 12. 1 Steph an. de urbib. 

(I) Stepbanus tells us, that this cuftom was firft introduced in & 
city of Perfia called Spada, whence he derives the Latin word 
Spado, fignifying an eunuch. But both he and thofe who charge 
the Medes with introducing fuchan unnatural praftice are certainly 
miftaken, fince we find eunuchs in vogue among the AJfyrians and 
Babylonians, long before fuch a piece of wanton luxury can be fup- 
pofed to have been known either to the Medes or Perflates. Jofc- 
phus (21) acquaints us, that Nabuebadonofir commanded the moft 
comely youths among the captive Jews to be made eunuchs ; and 
Jerom is of opinion, that the prophet Daniel and his three compa- 
nions were eunuchs (22). Ammianus Marcellinus will have Semira- 
mis to be the firft contriver of eunuch ifm (23). What prompted 
them thus to maim and deform nature, Petronius Arbiter will tell 
as : 

Per/arum ritu male fubefcentibus ameis 
Subripuere <viros ; exfeSaque tnfeera ferro 
In <venerem fregere : at que ut fuga mob His **oi 9 
Crcumfcripta mora, pr operant es differat anno* ( 24). 

Aad Gaudian, 

Seu Perfica ferro , 
Luxuries Vetuit nafci lanuginis umbram (25); 

Eunuchs have always been in great repute among the eaftern 
princes, ,and were antiently employed in the moft momentous 
affairs ; all the places ofgreateft truft being filled by men, if men 
we may call them, of their fpecies. To them the Per/tan kings 
committed, not only the guard of their own perfons (26), but 
like wife the education of their children, it being a cuftom among 
them to put the heir apparent of the crown, as foon as he was 
born, into the hands of eunuchs, under whofe tuition he remained, 
till he attained the feventh year of his age (27). 

(21) Jofeph. ant i quit. l.x. c. 16. (22) Hieronym. in cap* 

prim. Daniel. (23) Ammian. Marcellin. /. 14. (24) Petron. 
Arb.fatyr. (25) CI audi an. in Eutrop. A I, (26 J Xenopb* 

Cyropsed. L 7. (zjJPleUo in Alcibiad. I. 

blood 
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Wood .of the contracting parties, which obtained among all 
the eaftern nations, even in the Roman times, was originally 
peculiar to the Afedes*. When they were to ftrike alliances 
they ufe^f to tie together with a hard bandage the thumbs of 
their right hands, till the blood, ftarting to the extremities, 
was by a flight cut difcharged. This they mutually fucked, 
and a league thus confirmed was efteemed moft awful, as 
myfterioufly folemnized with the blood of the parties f . 

The laws and religion of the Medes were much the fame Laws, 
with thofe of the Perftans : wherefore, we fhall defer what Hgio*> 
may be faid of them, till we come to the hiftory of the Per- 
fians from the oriental writers. We fhall only obferve here, 
that when a law was once enacted, it was not in the king's 
power to repeal it, or to reverie a decree he had once made ; 
whence the laws of. the Medes are in holy writ called un- 
changeable t. A modern writer tells us, that thofe only were 
admitted to the crown who were remarkable above others for 
their ftrength or ftature a . But that* there was no fuch law 
is plain from the regular fucceffion of father and fon, with- 
out regard to any perfonal quality whatfoever. Some law 
ef this nature may perhaps have obtained among them be- 
fore they were conquered by the JJJyri ans 3 but we are 
quite in the dark as to the ftate of Media in thofe early 
times. 

They paid their kings the greateft refpeA imaginable, 
putting them upon the level even with their gods. Thdy thought 
it an high offence either to fpit or laugh in their prefencew. 
They honoured their fovereign with the haughty title of great 
king, or king of tings, which ftyle was afterwards adopted, 
by the Perfian monarchs and their proud fucceflbrs the Par- 
thiansy whofe king, evelj in the time of the emperor Con- 
fiantius, retained that title, writing himfelf in a letter to that 
prince, Sapor king of kings, allied to the ftars, brother to the 
fun and moon, &c, E . When they appeared in public, which 
feldom happened, they were always attended by mufic, and 
numerous guards confifting of the prime nobility, their wives, 
children and conGubines, being part of their retinue, even 
when they headed their armies in the field. 

As to their arts, learning, and trade, we are quite in tlie 
dark ; their country abounded with many excellent produc- 
tions, as well for the ufe of the inhabitants themfelvcs, ?.s for 
foreign exportation ; but whether they ever applied themfelvcs 

■ 

r Hf RODor. I. i.e. 74. r TACiT. annal.12. c Dan. 

vi. 8. » Alexand. ab Alex. 1. 4.. c. 23. *Hkhopot. 

I 1. c. 99. ■ Amm jam. Makciljlin. 1. 17. 

Vol, IV, A a* t* 
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to trade, is what we find no where recorded : neither do we 
find any mention made by the antients v of their arts or fcicnces. 
During the flwrt time of their monarchy, they feem to have 
applied their thoughts only to warlike exercifes, namely to the 
arts of managing a horfe and handling the bow, in which 
they furpafled all other nations, the Median horfe being no 
lefs celebrated by the antients, than were in after-ages the 
Perfian foot r - Thus much we have thought neceffary to 
fay apart of the Medes and their country : what elfe may be 
added thereto we defer to the fe&ions of the following chap- 
ter, which will be no more than a continuation of this. 



SECT. III. 

The Chronology of the Medes to the tranflathn of their em- 
pire to the Persians. 

CTESIAS and his followers hav* darkened the chro- 
nology of the AJfyiunS) Babylonians , and Medes , with 
fuch enormous anachronisms, that 'tis no eafy matter 

to ascertain the rife or fall of thofe potent monarchies. To 
proceed with all the clearnefs and perfpicuity fo perplexed 
a fubjeft will allow, we iball diftinguifh ih the chronology 
of the Medes three remarkable occurrences, which will give 
birth to as many different seras ; namely, the recovery of 
their liberty after they- had been fubdued by the Affyrians, 
the rife of their kingdom after foifie years of anarchy, and 
the beginning of their empire, Which, as it is agreed on all v 
hands, rofe on the ruins of the AJfyrian monarchy. Tht 
firft king of the AJfyrians, who brought the Medes under fub- 
je£tion, was either Pa/, according to us the founder of the 
AJfyrian empire a , or his immediate fucceflbr Tiglath -pile fir \ 
For this prince having, at the prayers of Aha% king of Ju- 
dab, made war upon Rezin king of Damafcus y and reduced 
that city, tranfplanted the inhabitants to Kir in Media K 
Whence it is plain, that the Medes were then fuhjeft to th£ 
AJfyrians ; and confequently, that they muft have been fub- 
dued either in the reign of A//, or foon after the acceffion of 
figlatb-pilejer to the crown ; for the empire of the AJfyrian* 
was already grown great, and the God of Ifrael Jiirred up the 
fpirit of Pul king of Affyria, and the fpirit of Tiglath-pilne- 

f Xinofm. Cyropaed. I. i. c. 7. * $ec before, p. 186. 
note CW;. 1 t JCings xv. 37. and xvl. 5. 9. 

fer 
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fer king ofeXffyrh * to make war. Pt$l makes his firft appear- 
ance in fcripture during the reign of Menahem king of Ijrae/ 9 
in the year of the flood 2228, before Chrifl 771. Tiglath- 
pilejer 9 who is fuppofed to have been his fon, fucceeded him • 
in the year of the flood 2259, before Chrijl 740. That 
there was noJ^rian empire before the days of Pul y is, plain, 
both from fcripture (K) and from the particular hiftories of 
each kingdom, fo that the Medes could not be fubdued by 

b 1 Chron. r. z6. 
(K) None of the prophets, who preceded PW, and foretold the 

calami tie* which the people of Ifrael afterward* fuffered from the 
AJfyrians, ever name ihat nation, but only fpeak of a people that 
is to be raifed up againft IfraeL Thus Jonah, who prophefied 
about fixty years before the reign of Pnl, mentions indeed the king 
of Ninevib, but no where that of AJJyria. The city of Nineveh had 
feme time before fhaken off the Egyptian yoke, an J was governed 
by a king of its own (z8) ; but his territories were of no great ex- 
tent, as is plain from the faid prophecies ; neither was he called 
king of Ajjyria, but only of Nineveh. Amos prophefied about ten 
or x wen ty years before /W began his conquefts, and foretold, that 
God would raife op a nation that fhould humble the houfe of If- 
rmel % at that time elated with their ftccefs againft Damafcus and 
Hamatb 1 but what nation he names not. In the prophecies of 
lfaiah % Eteeiiel, Ho/ta, Mieah, Nahum, Zepbaniab* and Zechariah, 
which were writ ten. after the. Affyrian monarchy was grpwn power* 
fui, it is, openly named on all occafionp. Therefore, as Jonah and 
Jmos f who prophefied before the feign of Pui, never mention the 
A]fyrjans 9 and thofe who flouriihed after his reign, frequently do, 
it is pretty plain, that in the days of the former the AJJyrians made 
no great figure in the world, t>ut were to be railed up again!* If- 
rael ; and by confequence rofe in the days of Pu/, who is the firft. 
upon record that fulfilled the prophecy of Amos, threatening Syria 
and Ifrael with captivity. Befides, we know from fcripture, that 
till Put made his appearance on this fide of the Euphrates, not only 
Syria and Egypt, but many other neighbouring nations were govern- 
ed by their awn kings. Se/ac and Memnan were great conquerors, 
and fubdued Chald*a, Affyria, Media* Perfia, Ba3ria, &c. buc 
in their hiftories no mention is made of any oppofition made to 
them by an Ajjfyrian empire then Handing. Homer mentions Bac- 
chus and Memnan kings of Egypt and Perfia, but knew nothing of an 
Ajjyrian empire (29). Whence it is manifeft, that the AJfyrian em- 
pire, which Ctcfias makes as antient as the flood, did not begin 
till the reign of Pul, who seduced all the above-mentioned nations. 

f 2 S) Jonah iii. 6, 7. (29) See Sir Ifaac Newton'/ ChronoL 
of ancient kingdoms, p. 265. W ftq. (30) 2 Kings xvii. iii. 6, 7. 

(3!) Tobit, c. 1. 

A a a 2 thi'in 



The Hiftory of the Medes. 



Book I. 



them before the time we have mentioned. From 'the time of 
Pul or Tiglath-pilefer they continued in fubje£tion to the Af* 
Jyrians till the reign of Sennacherib* which began about the 
year of the flood 2286, before Chriji 713, while Hezeiiab 
was king of Judah (L} . They took advantage, it is likely, 
of his long and diftant abfence, or of the fudden flaughter of his 
army near Egypt , and fhaking off the yoke, defended their liber- 
ty by dint of arms againft the power of the AJfyrians* which was 
now in its decline, Thefe are the troubles which prevented 
Tobit from going into Media, according to his cuftom c ; and 
they muft have happened about the latter end of Sennacherib 9 * 
reign, that is, about the year of the flood 2289, before Chriji 
710. The Medes* having thus refcued their country from 
the AJfyrian bondage, fell into a kind of anarchy, as He- 
rodotus informs us d , which gave Efar-haddon* or Jffar- 
ha don , who fucceeded Sennacherib* and was both a valorou* 
and fortunate prince, an opportunity of bringing great part 
of Media* if not the whole country, anew under fubjeftion. 
How long the anarchy may have lafted is hard to determine. 
Some include the years of the anarchy in the fifty three which 
Dejoces* their firft king, is laid to have reigned. It cannot 
have hfted above twenty or thirty years j for Pbraortes % 
who fucceeded Dejoces* and reigned, according to Herodo- 
tus*, twenty two years, was flain by Chyniladan* or Nabu- 
chodonojor* in the twelfth year of his reign. Nabuchodonofor 
came to the crown in the year of the flood 2351, before 
Chriji 648 ; fo that Phraortes was killed eighty fix years after 
the Medes had revolted from the AJfyrians * from which 
number, if we fubtraft the fifty three of Dejoces and twenty 
two of Phraortes* eleven years will remain for the anarchy. 
JJut the reign of Dejoces* who, as we read in Herodotus f 9 
had fome time cxercifed the office of judge before he was cho- 

* Tobit i. 15. * He rodot. 1. i.e. 71. •Hsr.odot. 
,ubi fupra. * Ubi fupra, 

( L) That in the time of Shulmanejgr they were fubjeel to the 
AJftrians, is plain from f<;ripture, where that prince is faid to have 
tranfplanted the inhabitants of Samaria to Halab and Habar, and 
to the cities of the Medes (30). In this captivity Tobit was carried 
from his native country, the city of Tbijbe, in the tribe of Nepbthali, 
with Anna his wife, and Tobias his fon, into Affyria ; but the reft 
of his brethren were carried into Media, and planted there, parti- 
cularly Gabad in Rages, and Raguel in E chat an (31). which prove* 

Media to have been in the time of Sbalmancfer fubjeft to the king of 

AJfyria. 

(30) z Kings xvii. 6. (31) Tobit, g t 1. vi. 10. 

fen 
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fen king, is evidently too long, and we may fafely abridge it 
of fifteen or twenty years, adding them to the anarchy. From 
the beginning of the reign of Dejoces to the deftru&ion of 
Njnevehj which happened in the fecond year of the reign of 
yeboiakim (M), that is in the year of the flood 2390, before 
Chrift 609, Media may be properly ftiled a kingdom. From 
the deftriuStion of Nineveh^ we may date the rife of the em- 
pire of the Medts 3 for the conquerors, that is, Nebuchad- 
nezzar and Cyaxares, having ftiared the AJJyrian empire, they 
both became very powerful, and reduced moft of the neigh- 
bouring nations, as we fhall fee in the fequel ©f this hiftory. 
Their empire lafted till the taking of Babylon ; for Xenophon * 
tells us, that, after the reduction of that city, Cyrus went to 
the king of the Medes at Ecbatan 9 and fucceeded him in the 
kingdom, which is entirely agreeable to fcripture. Babylon 
was taken feventy three years after the cleftrudtion of Nine- 
veby to which we may add the two years that Darius the 
Mede reigned over that city, fo that the empire of the Medes 
lafted feventy five years, at the period of which the Perftan 
empire took rife in Cyrus. That Darius the Mede reigned 
over Babylon^ is unqueftionable ; for he is fa id in fcripture h , 
to have introduced thfcre the immutable laws of the Medes 
and Perjians. In his reign the Medes are ever placed before 
the Perjians *, as the Perjians in the reign of Cyrus and his 
fuccefibrs are always fet before the Medes k . 

Before we proceed to the hiftory of the Medes , we fhall 
exhibit the feries of their kings according to feveral authors, 

8 Xinoph. cyrop. 1. t, h Dan. vi. 8, 12, 15. 1 Dau. 
ubi fupra&v. 28. viii. zo. k Esth.L 3. 14, 18, 19. 

x. i, 20, &xi. 2. 

(M) In the reign of JofiaJy 9 when Zepbmniab prophefied, Nheveb 
and the kingdom of AJftria were {landing, for that prophet foretells 
their fall (32). Not long after Pbaromb Necbo led his army to the 
Euphrates againft the king of AJfyria* and on his march flew y#- 
fi*b (33) ; whence it is manifeft, that the laft king of AJJyria was 
ftill alive. But in the third and fourth year of Jebaiakim, the fuc- 
cefTor of Jojiab, we find AJfuerus king of the Medes and Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon, leading their armies againft the king of E- 
gypty and taking from him what he had newly taken from the Af- 
fyrians* Whence we may conclude, that Niaeveb was already re- 
duced, and the conqueft of AJJyria complcated. We cannot there- 
fore err above a year or two, if we place the deftruclion of Ninevtb 
and fall of the AJfyrian empire, in the fecond year of Jcbeixkim. 

(33) Zepb. i. 1, and*. 1 3. (33) 2 Kings xfttii 29. 2 Cbrott. xxxv.20 
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A Table of the Kings of the Medes, according to Herodotus, Diodorus 

Siculus, Eufebius, and Syncellus. 

Acc. to Herodot. Acc. to Diod. Acc. to Essftb. Acc. to SyneeL 

» • * * * i Arbaces 28 I Arbaces 28 1 Arbaces 28 

1 

» • * * * a Mandauces 50 2 Sofarmus 30 2 Mandauces 20 

• * • » » 3 Sofarmus 30 3 Medidus 40 3 Sofarmus 30 

• * • * * 4 Artie as 50 4 Car dice as 1 3 1 Arty cos 30 

• • • • • 5 Arbacines 22 *•*•**» 

6 A torus 40 

0 * • • • ^ j r ty nes 22 5 Dejoces 54 5 Diitces 54 

1 Dejects 53 8 Antibarnts 40 6 Pbraortes 24 6 Aphraartes 51 
3 Pbraortes 22 9 Aftibares ** 7 Cyaxares 32 7 Cyaxares 32 

3 Cyaxares 40 IO Apandas or 8 ^?>W 38 8 Aftyages 7 g 

4 Aftyages 35 -Aftyages * * or Darius 

^^^^^^^^ ^p^^^^^B^n^^ftf * ^^vta^^^^^* ^p^^^^^^p^^ 

Total 150 282 259 283 

This table contains what may be called two original ca- 
talogues, thofe of Herodotus and Diodorus^ as he has borrow- 
ed it from Cteftas. The other two are compounded of both, 
with an equal deference to each, as far as they go. By what 
we have laid down above, and confirmed with the authority 
of holy writ, it appears, that Herodotus is not greatly mifta- 
ken in his numbers. Ctejias enumerate* ten kings of Media * 
whofe names are different from thofe mentioned by Herodotus^ 
except the laft whom he calls Aftyages , and Diodorus names 
Apandas. The reigns of the eight firft amount to 282 years, 
and thofe of the two laft are omitted ; but if they be fupplicd 
from Herodotus , they will come very near yujlin's account, 
who fuppofes the kings of Media to have reigned 35o / years, 
Eufebius and Synceflus differ as. widely from Ctefias as from 
each other, except in the name and feign of the firft king 
Arbaces , and befides omit two of his ten. They pay a greater 
dtference to Herodotus^ whom they copy more exactly, at 
leaft with regard to his names, tho' they vary fometimes very 
materially from him in the lengths of the reigns. As for the 
variations between them, it would be a fruitlefs taik to enquire 
into them, ef^ectally, as it muft appear, from what we have 
faid already, that they are both grofly miftaken (N). 

SECT. 



(N) Dionyfius Halt car naff* us and Appian have followed Herodotus, 
with regard to the duration of the empire* of the Affyriant and 

Medes. 
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SECT. IV. 

The Hiftory of the Medes, 

WE fhall begin with what we may call the fabulous 
hiftory of The Medes, being extra&ed from Cteftas, 
his tranferiber Diodorusy and their followers- Ac- 
cording to theft, the Medts were governed by kings of their 
own before the early days of Ninu$ y the pretended founder 

of 



Medes. The former acquaints as (34J, that the empire of the 
Medes was ruined in the fourth generation ; and the latter (35% 
that the three great empires of the AJfyrimns, Medes and Pe>fians M 
to the time of Alexander, did not Iaft 900 years. The Perfian em- 
pire continued 230 years, from the firft year of the fifty fifth Olym- 
piad to the fecond of the hundred and twelfth. To this number 
if we add 670 years, which the empires of the AJfyrtims and Medts 
lalfcd according to Herodotus the fum will be but 900 years. Thefe 
are the fentiments of the moft judicious among tlie prophane hiftori- 
ans, concerning the duration of the empires of the AJfyriant and 
Medes. But, on the other fide, Cepbaieon, Alexander Polyhiftor, 
Diodorus Siculus, Caftor, Tragus Povepeius, and his abbreviator 

Juftin, with Velleius Pater cuius, have followed Ctejias in' his ca- 
talogue of the AJJyrian kings. Among chriftian chronologers, Ajri- 
cams, Eufebius, and Sy/tcellue have infer ted in their catalogues th* 
kings of the AJJyrians and Medes mentioned by Ctefias ; though, in 
order to adjuft their chronologies, they have fome times abridged, 
and fo me time 3 iacreafed, their number. 

If the empire of the Medes continued 352 years, as it muflhave 
done according to Ctefias* if we fupply the reigns of the two Iaft 
kings in his catalogue from Eujebiuscor Syncellus, it mult be fuppo* 
fed, that after the empire of the AJfyrians was deftroyed by Ar bon- 
ces , there were no AJfyrian kings either at Nineveh or Babylon, and 
that the Medes were fole mailers of Afia. But this fuppofition is 
evidently repugnant both to facred and prophane hiftory. If we 
confult the fcripture, we (hall find, that the AJfyrian empire was 
never more poteat than after this pretended deftru&ion of Nineveh. 
The prophet Jonah, who flourifhed in the reigns of Anariah king 
of Judah and Jeroboam king of Ijrael, was fent to. preach repen- 
tance to Nineveh, about eighty years after the fuppofed reign of 
Alrbaces, and Nineveh was then a great city, three days journey 
long ; it had a king of its own, and was fo populous as to contain 
above 1 20,000 children, not yet come to the ufe of reafon (36). 



(34) Dionyf. ffalicar /. t. Hift. Rom. 
(36) Jen**, iii. 3 . & iv. 11. 



(SS) <dtfi"n. i*pr*ft 
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of the AJJyrian monarchy. For, when Ninus invaded this 
country, it was ruled by one Pharnus y who, being worfted 
by that mighty warrior, was taken prifoner, and crucified 
with his wife and feven children *. Thus Media was reduced 
«o a province of the AJfyrian empire, and remained fubje£t to 
the fucceflbrs of Ninus till the time of Sardanapalus . However, 
they made fome attempts towards the recovery of their liberty, % 
during the regency of S emir amis and minority of her fon 
Ninyas ; for Ihe is faid to have invaded Media with a mighty 
army, and encamping near a mountain called Bagijlan^ to 
have made a pleafant garden twelve furlongs in compafs. 
The mountain was dedicated to "Jupiter , and had on one fide 
craggy rocks feventeen furlongs high, which ihe afeended on 

I DlODOR. Sicul. 1. 2. C. I. 

i 

Could a city, which had been reduced to a heap of rubbifh but 
eighty years before, grow to fuch a pitch of grandeur in fo fhort a 
time ? For, according to the prophet's account, it was then in the 
meridian of its fplendor. Thofe who follow Qefias have been for- 
ced to own, that Nineveh was twice taken and deftroyed, w*. in 
the time of king Jebofapbat *by Arbaces, and three hundred years 
after in the reign of Jofiab. But the fcripture, Jofephus, and all pro- 
phane writers, allow only one defolation of that great city. The 
latter difftr only in the time when it happened, Herodotus place* 
it at the end of the reign of Cyaxares, and Polybijlor does not 
much differ from him. Ctefias and his followers refer it to the 
reign of Arbaces three hundred years earlier. That the latter are 
miftaken is manifeft from holy writ, as we have already ftiewn. 
We may add, that this powerful empire, which Arbaces founded, 
mull fcon have decayed, which is inconfiftent with the fyftem of 
Ctefias and the authors that follow him. The AJfyrian empire muit 
have raifed itfelf again, Nineveh muft have been rebuilt, and have 
pad from an heap of rubbifh to an extraordinary pitch of grandeur, 
and all this in the fpace of 70 or 80 years. For after this preten- 
ded deftruttion of Nineveh and the AJJyrian empire, we find in 
fcripture a feries of AJJyrian kings and a potent empire not fubjeft 
to the Medes Befides, if we compare the definition of Nineveh 
defcribed by Qefias with that we read in fcripture and Polybijlor, 
they will plainly appear to be the fame. Qefias fays, that Sarda- 
napalus burnt himfclf, his concubines, and treafurcs ; Polybifire 
writes the fame of Sarac. Qefias tells us, that the Medes in con- 
junction with the Babylonian deftroyed Nineveh ; and the fame h 
confirmed by Polybijlor and the facred penmen. Qefias writes, 
that the city was laid in aihes, and the citizens difperfed ; and this 
is what we read in the prophets. Such a conformity of facls, joined 
to the former evidences, amounts to a full convidion, that there 
was but one deftruftion of the jfyrian empire, and ont defolation 

•f Nineveh* 

■ tfe* 
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the packs and loads carried by the beafts of burden that fol- 
lowed her army. In the lower part of this rock fhe caufed 
her ftatue to be hewn out, and a hundred of her guards at- 
tending her. From hence fhe marched to Chaon a city of 
Media , where, on the top of a very lofty rock, ihe formed, 
another pleafant garden with ftately edifices, whence £ha 
might behold the beauties of the fpot, and her whole army 
encamped in. the plain. From Chaon lhe advanced towards 
Ecbatan* and on her march levelled mount Zarca?um y which 
was many furlongs in extent, filled up vallies, and in fpite of 
nature opened a plain and eafy way to Ecbatan y which to our 
author's time was called Semiramis's road m . Thefe extraor- 
dinary works, as they werelafting monuments ofherconquefts, 
not only over the rebellious Medes^ but nature itfelf, kept 
that nation in a fervile fubje&ion and dependency to the reign 
of Sardanapalus^ that is, for the fpace of near 1400 yeara 
(O), when Arbaces governor of Media and Belefes governor 
of Babylon put an end to the Ajfyrian empire in the manner 
we have related in the hiftory of Affyria n . 

Arbaces y the firft king of the Medes after their revolt, is Arbaces. 
reprefented as a* prince of great generofity and gratitude, as ap- 
pears from his behaviour towards the mean-fpirited Babylonian 
Belejis-y who by a pious fraud bereaved him of the immenfe 
treafures, that were concealed in the afhes and ruins of the 
Ajfyrian palace, as we have elfewhere related at length °. 
He is faid to have fubdued all Afia y and to have reigned twen- 
ty eight years. 

He was fucceeded by his fon Mandauccs^ who reigned fifty Mandate 
years, but did nothing worthy of notice, being himfelf as he is ces - 
reprefented, a prince of a peaceable difpofition, and hisfubjects 
defirous of fome refpite, after the violent ftruggles for liberty 
and empire in the laft reign. 

Scfarmus appears next, by fome called Mcdidus ; he reigned Sofarmas . 
thirty years, and this is all we find of him upon record. 

Artiasy by fome called Artycas^ by others Cardials, reign- Artias. 
cd next. From his name fome, who indulge conjectures, 

»» Diodor. Sicul. 1. 2. c. 1, "See before, p. 182. & feq- 
• See before, p. 284. 

(O) Thefe (lories are of a piece with what the fame author re- 
laces elfewhere, vix. that the army of Ninus confined of two milli- 
ons of men, at a time when the earth was not yet well peopled ; 
that Semiramis employed two millions of workmen in the building 
of Babylon ; that lhe difpofed in the (hape of elephants the hides 
of three hundred thoufand black oxen, and other fables of the 
like nature, forged by Qe/sas, and gravely related by Diodorus. 

Vol. IV. Bbb argue 
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argue him to have been a great and glorious prince, the word 
Arti or Arta in the compofition of his name denoting great- 
nefs, as it does, according to the interpretation of Herodotus, 
in that of the Perfian Artaxerxes. All we can fay is, that 
if he performed great things, his exploits have been long fince 
buried in oblivion. There is a great difagreement among au- 
thors concerning the length of his reign, fome allowing him 
fifty years, others thirty, and fome only thirteen* 

Arbianes. After him came Arbianes, in whofe reign a war broke 

out between the Medes and Cadujians, who, at the inftigati- 
on of one Parfodes, rifingup in arms, (hook off the yoke which 
they had for fome time groaned under. Parfodes was by birth 
a Perfian, but the chief favourite and prime minifter of Ar- 
bianes king of the Medes, whom he ferved with great fidelity, 
till being highly provoked at a fentence pronounced again ft 
him by that prince, he fled with three thoufand foot and a 
thoufand horfe to the Cadujians, where he not only withdrew 
his obedience to Arbianes^ but Airred up the whole nation to 
a revolt. The Cadujians, being thus encouraged to ftand up 
for their liberties, committed the whole management of the 
war to Parfodes, as the moft proper perfon on *all accounts to 
appear at the head of their army • But before he took the 
field Arbianes died after a reign of twenty years. If this Par- 
fodes be the Parfondas mentioned by Nicolas of Damafcus, we 
have already related what induced ham to revolt 

Arteus, Artceus came to the crown, while the Cadujians were mak- 
ing vaft preparations to invade his kingdom, and underftand- 
ing that Parfodes was advancing towards the frontiers 
the head of 200,000 men, he thought it high time to 
curb the infolence of the rebels. And accordingly having 
raifed an army of 800,000 men marched out with this migh- 
ty hoft, and engaged the rebels ; but "was moft fhamcful- 
ly routed and forced to fave himfelf by flight, leaving 50,000 
of his men dead in the field of battle. Upon this victory the 
Cadujians proclaimed Parfodes their king, who accepting the 
crown infpircd his new fubjefrs with that irreconcileable ha- 
tred which he had conceived againft the Afedes, and laid the 
foundations of a perpetual enmity between the two nations. 
He is faid to have folemnly conjured die Cadujians, even 011 
his death bed, to wage an eternal war with the Mcdes, and 
never lay down their arms till that odious nation was utterly 
abol Wheel, loading at the fame time with curfes and impreca- 
tions fuel 1 of his fuccvJlbrs, as ever fhould upon any terms 
whatsoever be reconciled with them. In purfuanc* <a€ this, 

11 St j before, p. 28$, & feq. 
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as we may call it, his laft will, the Cadujians watched aH op- 
portunities of har railing the Medes with inroads, and doing 
them what mifchicf they could, till the empire was transferred 
from them to the Per/tans 

After Art a us reigned Artynes twenty two years, but did Artynes. 
nothing worth mentioning- He was fucceeded by Artibarnas Artibar- 
or Artabanus, in whofe reign the Parthians revolting put nas * 
themfelves* under the protection of the Sac a:, a people inhabit- 
ing mount H&modusy which feparates India from Scythia. 
This occafioned a war of many years between the Afedes and 
the Sa*ar± who were then governed by queen Zanara, a 
heroine of great prowefs- That princefs is no lefs celebrated 
by our author for her courage and conduct in war, than for 
her beauty. She had, according to him, refcued her coun- 
try from the tyranny of the neighbouring princes, civilized 
her fubje<5ls, and inured them to military difcipline and the 
toils of war. After fhe had for many years harraffed the 
Medes, a peace was_at laft concluded between her and Arty- 
net on the following conditions; that the Parthians fhould 
fubmit to the Medes, and the Sac* and Medes quietly enjoy 
what they poflcfled at the beginning of the war r (P). 

Hitherto we have dwelt, on what we may fafely call 
the fabulous hiftory of the Medes, thele kings, or moft of 
them, being no where found but in the books, or rather in 
the imagination, of Ctefias, which was very fertile in the 
production of monfters. We now come to the genuine hifto- 
ry of Media, as it has been tranfmitted to us by authors of a 

quite different character. 

The Medes, having thrown off the AJfyrian yoke in the The genu- 
reign of Semiacherib, lived fome tjme without a king, but Jne hijlory 
were again brought under fubje&ion by one of their own of the 
country, whofe name was Dcjoccs. He is reprefented as a Medes. 

1 Diodor. Sicul. 1. 2. c. 3.,. r Diodor. Sicul. I. 2. c. 3. 

(P) This queen was, according to our author, another Semira- 
tnis. She excelled all of her own fex in beauty, and was inferior to 
none of the ojher in courage and wifdom ; (he built many cities, 
made confiderable conquelts, and raifed the obfeure nation of the 
Sac* to a great pitch of glory. Whence her fubjects, in gratitude 
for the many advantages they enjoyed by her means, erected her a 
monument after her death of vail dimensions, being three furlongs 
in breadth, and on the top of which was built a pyramid of a fur- 
long in height. Upon this pyramid ihe was reprciented by a golden 
coloifus, and adored by her iubjects as a god dels (37/ 



(3-) Diodor. Sicul. I, 2. c. 3. 
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fubtle crafty man, and aiming at abfolute power,- and is faid 
to have compafled his defign in the following manner. The 
Medes were at that time divided into feveral diftrifb, in xxst 
of which lived Dejoces> who, feeing all kind of licentioufnefs 
prevail over the whole country, applied himfelf to the admi- 
niftration of juftice with great zed and diligence. The Medes 
of the fame diftrift, obferving the equity of his condu£t, chofe 
him for their judge; and he, afpiringto the foVe reign power, 
performed that office with all poffible regard to juftice. By this 
means he not only acquired a great reputation in his own dif- 
tridt, but among thofe alfo of the other divHions, who looked 
upon him as the only impartial judge in the whole nation. 
Whence fuch as thought themfelves injured by unjuft fenteh- 
ces, reforted from all parts to him in order to obtain juftice ; 
till at laft no one would commit the decifion of a-difference to 
any other perfon. At laft the numbers of thofe, who applied 
to him for redrefs, increafing in proportion to the great fame 
of his equity, and the whole care of adminiftring juftice being 
devolved upon him, he unexpectedly abfented himfelf from 
the place where he ufed to determine differences, declaring, 
he would no longer perform that office, and fubniitting it to 
the judgment of his countrymen, whether it was reafonable, 
that he fhould negleft his private- affairs to attend thofe of the 
public. Hereupon rapine and all manner of. wickednefs pre- 
vailing to fuch a degree, that it was not fafe to live in the 
country, the Medes called a general affembly of the whole 
nation* to deliberate on the means of reforming the abufes 
that were daily becomfng more frequent. Upon this occafion 
thofe who were in the intereft of Dejoces obferved, that if a 
ftop was not put to the growth of the diforders that had al- 
ready ovcrfpread the whole land, they fhould foon be obliged 
to abandon their country to a foreign enemy. They advifed 
therefore their countrymen to appoint a king of their own na- 
tion, as the only expedient that could refcue their country 
37* Medes fiom impending ruin. Their difcourfe was received with 
,-Mvr general approbation, and a king was rcfolved on. Their 
m ^cate * next deliberation was concerning the perfon whom they fhould 

prefer to the crown, when Dyoces was named to the fovereign- 
ty, and with univerfal applaufe placed on the throne f . 
Princes Thus was Dejoces created king ; and being vefted with 
tbo/en. fuprcmc power lie threw off the mask, and commenced ty- 

f Hf ROBOT, 1 i.e. 9J. 
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rant 5 though the rigour he pra&ifetf may perhaps have been Year of 
abfolutely neceffary to bring the nation, after fome years of the Flood, 
anarchy, into any order or difcipline. 2300. 
. The firft thing he did after his promotion was to command ^ ear ^7 
hie new fubje&s to build. 'him a palace fuitable to his dignity, *? re Chrift 
and to appoint him guards for the fafety of his perfon. He } 99 
was obeyed, and on the ground which he chofe a ftrong and 
ftately fabric was ere&ed for his ordinary refidence. At the 
feme time he was allowed to choofe for his guard out of the 
whole nation fuch as he thought qiofl proper for that truff. 
Thus fettled on the throne, he united the feveral diftri£ts, in- 
to which the Medes had been divided during the anarchy, and 
turned his thoughts towards building a ftrong city, which 
jnight be the metropolis of his new kingdom. To this alfo 
his fubjedis fubmitted, and the famous city of Ecbatan was 
built, purfuant to his orders and directions, a city, which in 
procefsof time became very famous in thofe parts (QJ. 

DejoaSj thus lodged in a magnificent and well-defended 
91 ty, ena£ted the following laws, to be obferved by all his 
frbje&s of what rank foever. That no one fhould be admit* 
ted to his prefence, but tranfaS all things by his fervants and 
miniflers ; that none fhould be allowed even to fee him, that 
were not immediately of his houfhold ; and that for any, 
who attended him, to laugh or fpit in his prefence fhould be 
accounted a great indecency, and contrary to the refpe£fc 
which is due to a fpvereign. Thefe laws he enjoined, that the 



malecontents might have no opportunity of putting in execu- 
tion any evil defign agajnft his perfen, not doubting but 
thofc, who were debarred from feeing him, would be eafily 
induced to think him of a fuperior nature to thcmfelves. 
Though he kept himfelf thus concealed frosji the eyes of the 

1 

% 

(QJ, Ecbatan in fcripture f 38) is called Aelmeth\; by Ctcjias and 
$tipbanus t Agbatan. In the book of Judith it is fafd to have been 
built by Arphaxad king of the Medes ; but whether Arphaxad and 
Dejoces be but two names of one and the fame perfon js what we 
lhall examine hereafter. Dr. Prideaux (39) tjL^' us, upon what 
ground we know not, that Ecbatan was only enlarged and beautified 
by Dejoces. He will perhaps have Arbaces, whom by an unaccount- 
able inadvertency he confounds with Tiglatb-pilefer, to be the found- 
er of it. JoftpJjHS (40) acquaints us, that the decree of Cvrut,*- 
bout rebuilding the temple of Jentfaltm. was found at Ecbntau, 
which plainly proves it to be the fame with the Achmetha of icrip. 
ture, where according to Ezra (41 ; the faid deciec was lodged. 

(38) Eta, vi. 2. (39) ComteB . ef the old ami vczv tc flame nt % p 26, 
(+°) Jofcph.Antiq I. xi. c. 4. (41) Ezra % ub/fup'ti. 

pc^pitf, 
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people, yet he was informed of every thing that happened ill 
his dominions, maintaining to that end many emiffaries in the 
provinces of his government, who brought him a minute ac- 
count of every tranfadlion. By this means no crime efcaped 
cither the knowledge of the prince, or the rigour of the law \ 
and the punilhmcnt, thus treading upon the heels of the of- 
fence, kept the wicked in awe, and ftemmed the courfe of 

violence and injuftice. 

Dejoces was fo intirely taken up in civilizing his unpoliihed 
fubjecls, and making laws, that he never engaged in any en- 
terprize againft his neighbours, though his reign was very 
long, for he is faid to have ruled over the whole nation of the 
Medes fifty three years c . 
Phraortcs. fj E was fucceeded by his fonPhraortes 9 who being of a war- 
Year of IJfce temper, and not fatisfied with the kingdom of Media* 
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tfce flood, which his father had Ieft him> inva(Jed p er f Wy an(J i s f a id io 

Year be- ^ ave bought that nation under fubje£tion to the Medes B . 
fnreChrift ^ ut we are * nc l' ne d to difagree with our author iri this parti- 
cular, and afcribe the conqueft of Perfw^ not to Pbraortes> 
but to his fon and fucceflbr Cyaxares (j ). However, he fub- 

dued 

1 HeRODOT. 1. I . C. 96. 20I. » HERODOT. 1. I.C. 102. 

t It feems plain from fcripture, that the Perfans were not fub* 
«toed by the Medes, till after the taking of Nineveh, by the joint 
forces of Cyaxares and Nebuchadnezzar. In the fourth year of 
Jehoiakim, which the Jews reckon to be the firft of Nebuchadnezzar , 
God threatened by his prophet (4.2J, that he would take all the fa- 
milies of the north and Nebuchadnezzar the king ^Babylon, and bring 
them again ft Juda;a, and again ft the nations round about, and utterly de- 
fir oy thofe nations, and make them an afont/hment and lajling de/o/ati- 
**, and caufe them all to drink the wine-cup of his fury ; and in parti- 
cular, he names the kings of Judah and Egypt, and thofe of Edom 9 
and Moab, and Jmmon, and fyre, and all the kings of Elavt t and 
all the kings of the Medes, &c. Where it is to be obferved, that, 
in numbring the nations which were to be fubdued, he omits the 
Affyrians who muft confequently have been already conquered, and 
names the kings of Elam or Perfta, a« diftindt from thofe of the 
Medes, whence we may conclude, that the Pcrftans were not yet 
iubdued by the Medes. In the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah, 
fhat is in the ninth year of Nebuchadnezzar, the fame prophet fare- 
told the approaching conqueft of Perfia by the Medes and their con- 
federates : Bfbo/d, fays he, I will break the bow ^Elam upon 

I. Urn will Ihri-rg the four winds from the four quarters of bca<vert 

MtJ 



Chap. io« fbe Hifkury of tfo Medes^ 

* 

clued feveral of the neighbouring nations, attacking one after 

another, till he made himfelf mafter of almoft all the upper 

4fi** tying between ihount Taurus and t&e river Halys* 
Elated with the good fuccefe that attended his army, at length 
he invaded Affyria* which was now in its decline, and great-f 
ly weakened by the revolt of many nations, who, following 
the example of the Medes^ had withdrawn their obedience 
from the JJJyrians. Nahuchodanofor ■, or Chyniladan* at that 
time king of jiffyria^ raifed a powerful army to oppofe the 
conqueror, fummoning the whole force of his wide-fpreading 
dominions, and inviting other nations of the eaft to his affif- 
tance. His ambaffad ors were received every where with con- 
tempt, and no one people obeyed the fummons. However* 
Nahuchodanofor took the field with what forces he had, and 
he, joining battle with Phraortes in the great plain of Ragau 9 
defeated . his cavalry, overturned his chariots, and purfuing 
the king to the adjacent mountains, whither he had made his 
retreat/ took him prifoner and put him to death. After thi$ 
vi&ary he entered Media , took many ftrong holds without 
oppofition, and puihing on his conquefts ftormed the famous 
city of Ecbatan^ and levelled it with fhe ground. Flulhed 
beyond meafure by this, perhaps more than expedled, fuccefs* 
he returned to Nineveh^ where he feafted and revelled with 
thofe who had attended him in this expedition, for the fpace 
of 120 days w . Phraortes reigned twenty two years, and 
was flain near the beginning of the reign of Jqfiah ; for this 
war was made after Phosnice^ Moab^ Jmmon y and Egypt had 
been conquered by Affarhadon* and when the Jews were new- 

w Judith, i. 16. Herodot. L i. c. 102. 

apd there Jball he no nation whither the out c aft s ofJLlam Jhmll not 
tome— I will fet my throne in Elam, and ivi/l deftroy from thence the 
king and the princes f faith the Lord. But it Jball come to pafs in the fat- 
ter days, that is in the reign of Cyrus) that I ivill bring again the 

captivity of Elam, faith the Lord (43). 

From thefe words of the prophet it is manifeft, that in the reign 
of Nebuchadnezzar ; nay after the deftru&ion of Ninpveb, the Perfi~ 
arts had kings of their own, and confequently could not be fubdued 
by Phraortes, who was killed before Nebuchadnezzar came to the 
crown of Babylon (44). 



(43) 7 gr - xn *. 3?» & c - (4+) $a Sir Ifauc Newton Cbron.of 
m*ti. Aingd. amend, p. 3 1 J. £5* feq. 
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ly returned from captivity, as is plain from the book of Ju- 
dith * (Qj. * % J 

Cyaxares Upon the death of Phraortes his fon Cyaxarcs was placed 
I* on the throne. He was a brave and enterprizing prince, and 
Year of indeed fuch a man was, then more than ever, wanting to fave 
the Flood, the nation from impending flavery, molt part of the kingdom 
Year be bein £ alreadv poflefled by the Affyrians; Having fettled him- 
fore Chrift ^ WC ** l#n kingdom, and brought his troops under good 
6z4 " difcipline (R), he foon recovered what the Affyrians had 

taken after their victory in the plains of Ragau. What he 
had next at heart was to avenge the death of his father by 
the deftru&ion of Nineveh. And accordingly, having aflem- 
bled all his forces, he marched out with a defign to treat that 
city, as Nabuchodonofor had treated the metropolis of Media. 

* Judith, iv. 3. 

(QJ As Arphaxad is faid, in die firft book of Judith (45), to have 
been killed by Nabuchodonofor, and like wife to have built Ecbatan, 
jnoft writers will have Dejoces, the founder of Ecbatan, and not 
Phraortes, to have carried on this unfuccefsful war, and loft his life 
in the mountains of Ragau (46). The paffage in Judith, that Ar- 
phaxad built a 'very ftrong city and called it Ecbatan, has led them 
affray, and made them conclude, that Arphaxad muff be Dijoces who 
was certainly the founder of that city. But the Greek text of Ju- 
dith, which the vuigate rranflates tedifica*vit, built, fays only, that 

Arphaxad added ne*w buildings to Ecbatan, * ZKUJtobou.rKri *vjri ExSctrctvott. 

And what can be more natural, than that the fon fliould finilh fo 
great a work, which the father had begun, but had not been able 
to perfeft. 

* The authors in the hiflory of Affyria a , place the death of Ar- 
phaxad, who is the Phraortes here mentioned, in the year of the 
Flood, 2363, before Chrift, 636. It is faid above that he nuasjlain 
near the beginning of the reign of Jofiah, Sir I/aac Newton b fays in 
his 5th or 6th year. Now Jofiah began to reign in the year of the 
flood 2358, before Chrift, 641 c ; whence it is evident the death 
of Phraortes mull have happened about the year of the Flood 2363, 
before Chiift, 636, a* fixed by the authors before, tho' here placed 
in the year of" the Flood, 2375, before Chiift, 624.. 
, (R) He was the fir If, according to Herodotus (47), that marflialfed 
the people of //fa into dillinft bodies of lances, cavalry, and ar- 
chers ; whereas, before his time, horfe, and foot, and pikemen, and 
archers engaged promifcuoufly. But this we can hardly believe, 
when we confidcr, that the nations of this part of Afia were en- 
gaged in continual wars, and confequently mult have been more ex- 
perienced in the military art. 

(45) Judith- 1 • (46) See lifter's Amial. at the year of the world 
j V{ 7 '* Sis before* p. 2o!>\ k In his chronology, p. 290, of the 

^Edition. <■ V*(ltf»/e,6 97. (47^ Hoc Jot. I. i.e. 103. 

The 
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The AJJyrians meeting him on the frontiers, with the remain* 
only of that great army which had been deftroyed before. Be- 
thulia, an engagement enfued, wherein the former were de- 
feated and driven into Nineveh. Cyaxares, purfuing his victo- 
ry, laid clofe fiege to the city ; but Was foon obliged to give 
over the enterprize, and employ his troops in the defence of 
his owii kingdom r . 

. A formidable army of Scythians, having driven the Ctfnmeri- 
ans out of Europe, were in full march in purfuit of their flying 
enemies, and ready to enter Media. They were come from tht 
neighbourhood of the Palus Maoris, and commanded by 
king Madyes the fon of Protothyas. This Madyes can be no 
Other than Indathyrfus the Scythian, who invaded Afta, as 
Straho informs us *, and, having laid wafte great part of that 
country, advanced to the confines of Egypt. Cyaxares no 
£boner heard of their march, but, breaking up the fiege of 
Nineveh, he advanced with all his forces againft them. Tho 
two armies engaged, a!nd the Medes, though encouraged by 
the example of their king, who on that occafion gave proofs 
of an extraordinary valour, were utterly routed. The con- 
querors, having no other enemy to contend with, over- ran 
not only all Media y but the greater part of Upper JJia (S). 

From 

y Herodot. ubi fupra, * Strab. 1. i. prope initium. 

(S) Eu [chins tells us, that Cyaxares took the city of Nineveh be- 
fore the Scythians invaded Media. But as Herodotus and all the 
prophane hiltorians, without exception, unaniraoufly agree in this 
point, that the Scythians broke into Media while he was befiegihg 
Nineveh, and obliged him to withdraw his troops from thence to 
the defence of his own kingdom, we have chofen to follow them, 
rather than Eufebius, whofe authors we are unacquainted with. 
Touching the expedition of the Scythians, Herodotus tells us, that 
the Cimmerians, being driven out by the Scythians, invaded and laid 
wafte part of jffia, and that the Scythians, not fatisfied with driving 
them from their habitations, followed them, we know not why, into 
far diftant countries, and in this purfuit fell, as it were by chance, 
upon Media, while the Cimmerians were gone another way into 
Lydia. As the Cimmerians, Scythians , and Sarmatians were all of 
the fame race and nation, which Goropius Becanus learnedly proves 
in his Amaxonica, we arc inclined to think, that this pretended ex- 
pulfion of the Cimmerians was nothing clfe but die fending of a co- 
lony into 4fi a * w i tn an army of Scythians to affiH them in acquiring 
new fcttlements, and eitablifliing plantations, in a foreign country. 
For though the Cimmerians, Scythians, and Sarmatians were but one 
people, yet they were diltinguilhed in name according to cneir 
different tribes profeflions, and perhaps dialed. Such another 

Vol. IV. C c c e\p*Jiu«*a 
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From thence they extended their conquefts into Syria as far as 
the confines of Egypt. But there Pfammitichus king of that 

country, 

expedition the fame people undertook fame ages after, when they 

were encountered by the Romans. For they came from the coun- 
tries bordering on the lake M/eotis ; they were then likewife afiittS 
cd, as Plutarch informs us (48), by their neighbours the Scythians, 
and had in their army above 300,000 men, befides a great multi- 
tude of women and children. They wandered over many coun- 
tries, bearing down all before them, and finally deligning to fettle 
in Italy, divided into feveral bodies to facilitate their paflage thi- 
ther ; but were all cut off in three battles by the Roman confuls. 
Mere neceffity obliged thefe poor nations to infeft their neighbours 
and expofe themfelves to fuch dangers. For their country abound- 
ing more in men than in fuftenance, and fhut up in the north by in- 
tolerable cold, they were compelled to difcharge their overgrown 
numbers on the foathem countries, and drive others, right or 
wrong, from their pofleffions, as being entitled to what others had, 
becaufe they had nothing themfelves. As they were a warlike race 
and inured to hardfhips, they generally prevailed, their next neigh- 
bours giving them a free palfage, that they might the fooner gee 
rid of them, others fupplying them with provifions and guides to 
lead them to more wealthy countries. 

The flrft body of thefe, mentioned by Herodotus, took the way 
of the Euxine fea, which they had on their left, as mount Caacafus 
on their right. They patted through Colchis and Pontus, and ar- 
riving in Paphlagonia fortified the promontory, whereon Sinope wai 
afterwards built by the Greeks. Here they left under a ftrong 
guard fuch as were unfit for fervice and great part of their baggage, 
and then continued their march into Pbrygia, Lydia, and Ionia, 
having now no mountains or deep rivers to Hop their march ; for 
the Iris and the Halys they had already paired. We /hall give an 
account of their wars with the Lydians in the hiftory of Lydia. 

As the Cimmerians held their courfe wefterly along the fhore of 
the Euxine fea, fo the Scythians took the other way, and having 
the Cafpian on their left paffed between that fea and the Cauca/us, 
through Albania, Colt bene, and other obfeure nations, till they came 
into Media, where they engaged and routed Cy ax ares, as we have 
fa id. To this overthrow of Cyaxares 9 Tremellius and Junius refer 
that prophecy of Nahum ; He Cthat is Cyaxares befieging Nineveh) 
(hall recount his worthies ; they Jball flump I e in their walk (that is in 
the walk or perambulation of the Scythians, whofe coming at this 
time into AJia may well be fo termed, fince it was rather a paffing 
through than any fettlement ; for in the fhort fpace of twenty eight 
years they over ran, conquered, and loft Media, AJfyria, and all the 
upper Jjia) : they Jball make hafte to the wall thereof, aid thg dtfenc* 

(iS) Plutarch, in Mario. 

/kail 
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country, meeting them in perfon, prevailed upon the barba- 
rians, what by in treaties, what by prefents, to proceed no 
farther, and thereby (aved his country from the heavy oppref- 
fion which his neighbours groaned wider a . In this expediti- 
on the Scythians poffeffed themfelves of the city of Bethfheam, 
in the territories of the tribe of Manajfeh, on this fide Jordan , 
and held it as long as they continued in Afia ; whence it was 
called Scythopo/is, or the city of the Scythians b . On their 
return from Egypt, as they pafled through the land of the 
Philijiinesy fome of the ftragglers plundered the temple of 
Venus at Afcalon, which was believed the moft antient in the 
world dedicated to that goddefs. To avenge this attempt 
the goddefs is faid to have infli£ted on thofe that were con- 
cerned in the facrilege, and their pofterity, the hemorrhoids ; 
which fhews, that the Philijiines ftill preferved the memory 
of what they had formerly fuffered on account of the ark. 
For from that time they looked, it feems, on -this diftemper* 
as a puniftiment from heaven attending fuch facrilegious at- 
tempts, and therefore, in charging the Scythians with this 
crime, took care not to omit in their hiftories the punifhment 
which their anceftors had fuffered for one of the fame nature c. 

Th£ Sc)thians were for the fpace of twenty eight years 
mafters of die Upper Afia, namely the two Armenias* Cappa~ 
docia y PoKtus, Colchis, Iberia, and great part of Lydia. Cy- 
axares finding it impracticable to get rid of his troublefome 
guefts by open force, refolved to try what might be effected 
by ftratagem. And accordingly invited the greateft part of 
them to a general feaft which was given in every family. 
Each landlord madfe his guefts drunk, and in that condition 
were the Scythians maflacred, and the kingdom delivered 
from a long and cruel bondage (T). The Medes then re- 

poffeffed 

a Herodot. 1. 1. c. 104. 1. 2. c. 1. & I. 7. c. 20. b Syn- 

cell. p. 214. c Herodot, 1. 1. c. 105. 

Jhall be prepared, that is, they fhall haften to Nineveh, as if they in- 
tended to deliver it from the Medes befiegingit (40). 

(T) We do not find, that the Scythians, who e leaped this bloody 
feaft, raifed any commotions in Media, or that they ever afterwards, 
either in revenge of this treachery, or on any other pretence, 
troubled the Medes. Which fecms the more ltrangc, as we know 
from Herodotus himfelf 150), that the army returning out of Media 
very ftrong and numerous, and met with greater oppofuion ;it 
home than they had found abroad. We arc therefore apt to be- 



49) NaJjum. ii. 5. (50) Herodot. I. 3. c. 1. 
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poflefled thcmfclves of the provinces they had loft, and once 
more extended their empire to the banks of the Hafys* which 
was their antient boundary weft ward *. 

Cyaxares, having thus freed his country from the oppreffiojft 
of the Scythians , found himfelf foon after engaged in a war 
with the Lydians. The occafion of this war is thus related by 
Herodotus d . Upon a fedition which happened among the 
Scythian ?io?nades, a party of them made their efcape into 
Media, where they were not only entertained with great hu- 
manity by Cyaxares, but entrufted with the education of di- 
vers youths, whom they were to inftrucTt in the ufe of the 
bow and the Scythian language. Thefe- ftrangers went fre- 
quently to hunt, and were ever accuftomed to return with 
fpme game. But one day happening to come home with 
empty hands, Cyaxares, whom they ufed daily to prefent 
with fame venifon, treated them with moft opprobrious lan- 
guage ; this tfcey relented, and agreed among themfelves to 
Jcill one of the youths committed to their care, drefs his flefh 
like venifon, and fei ve it up to Cyaxares and his guefts. They 
executed what they propofed, and then flying to Sardis im- 
plored the protc&ion of Alyattes king of Lydia. Cyaxares 
immediately difpatched ambafladors to demand the Scythians^ 
but they not bring able to prevail with the king of Lydia to 
deliver them up, a war of five years enfued between the two 
nations with various fuccefs (U). The battle fought in the 

fixth 

* HlIRODOT.I. I, C. lo6. HERODOT. I. I. C. 73, 74. 

lieve. that the flratagem of Cyaxares was attended with lefs blood- 
shed than h commonly fuppofed. For by cutting off the chief men 
among them, he may have brought the others to reafonable terms. 
It h not improbable, that, in the fpacc of twenty eight years, ma- 
ny had fettled themfelves fo well, that they were willing to live in 
fubjecu'on to Cyaxares, provided they might peaceably enjoy what 
they poflefied ; many, who Had enriched themfelves with thefpoils 
of JJI t \ were willing to return home to their wives and families 
with the booty, and fuch as were not pleafed with either of thefe two 
couifes might join rheir companions in Lydia and Partbi*, or feek 
their fortune:, in other countries. We read in fcripturc, that all the 
families of the north were with Nehucbadnezzar ; which may well 
be understood of thefe northern nations fettling in his dominions, 
afte r they were dr'ven out of Media ^nd Lydia. 'Tis certain, that 
pfrer this expulfion of the Scytbians, the Babylonians, who never be* 
fore had bee:! a match for the Egyptians, in all engagements with 
thcin <;tuied the day ; which may be afcribed to this new addition 
tjf forces. 

(I) This Herodotus delivers a? the occafion of a war between the 
I'ttdrs and Ljdntns ; the one king demanding the fugitive*, and the 

•ther 
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fixth year of this war was very remarkable on account of & 
total eclipfe of the fun, which happened during the engage- 
ment, and had been foretold by Thales the Milefian (W).. 
•The Medcs and Lydians, who were then in the heat of the 
battle, equally terrified with this unforefeen event, which they 
looked upon as a fign of the anger of the gods, immediately 
retreated, and foon after concluded a peace by the mediation 
of Labyneius^ that is, Nebuchadnezzar , king of Babylon ^nd 
Syenncjis king of Cilicia, This peace was ftrengthened by a. 
marriage between Aryenis^ the daughter of Alyattes? and 
AJlyages* the eldeft fon of Cyaxares. Of which marriage 

other refining to deliver up fuch as had put themfelves under his 
protection. But to us, we mufl own, it does not at all feem pro- 
bable, that the Scythians (hould have ftieltered themfelves from their 
own countrymen in the dominions of either prince, confide ring how 
odious the Scythian name mull at this time have been in both king • 
doms. As to Cyaxares, they had particular reafons to diftruft him 
for the treachery he had ftiewn towards their countrymen, as we 
have related above. Some writers are of opinion, that the Scythi- 
ans, who retired into Lydia, were fuch as had efcaped the maflacre 
in Media, and not a new colony ; which feems moft likely, for 
that univerfal flaughter being frefli in their memories, it is very un- 
likely, that other Scythians would have come to fettle in the very 
country where it had been lately perpetrated. 

. (W) That this eclipfe fell out while Cyaxares the father of A/?y- 
ages and Alyattes the father of Crcefus were engaged in a battle, is 
confirmed by Endemus in his agronomical hiftory. Pliny like wife 

(51) , in fpeaking ofeclipfes, acquaints us, that Thales the Milefian 
was the firft that foretold an eclipfe of the fun ; and adds, that the 
eclipfe foretold by him happened in the fourth year of the forty 
eighth olympiad in the reign of Alyattes (and not of AJlyages as we 
find in fome modern copies) 1 70 years after the foundation of Rome* 
Clemens Alexandrinus (52) places this battle and the eclipfe of the 
fun in the 50th olympiad, wherein he differs widely from Endemus 
whom he quotes and pretends to follow. The time affigned both 
by him and Pliny does not fuit with the reign of Cyaxares \ but with 
that of his fucceflbr AJlyages. The fun and moon tables of Ptolemy , 
which are the fame with thofe of Hipparchus, place this eclipfe on 
the fourth year of the 44th olympiad, and on the fourth day of the 
Egyptian month Paeon (or the 20th day of September, according t* 
the Julian calendar), on a fund ay three hours, thirty five minutes 
before noon. But according to Sir 1/aac Newton it fell upon the 
38th of May, in the year- or Nabonaffar 163, forty feven years 
before the taking of Babylon ($3), a "d 585 before ChrijL 

(51) Plin. A I. c. 12. (92) Clem. Alexand. Stromat. I K 

(52) Sir lfa&c Ntivt. Cbnu, of antient kingd. amend, p. 316. 
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was born the enfuingyear Cyaxares, who in the book of Ba~ 

niel is called Darius the Mede e . 

Cyaxares's firft Care, as foon as he was difengaged from 
the Lydian war, was to refume the fiege of Nineveh , which 
the irruption of the Scythians had obliged him to raife. . Hav- 
ing with this view entered into a ftrait alliance with Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon, and confirmed it by a marriage be- 
tweeen that prince and his daughter Amyite (X), he return- 
ed in conjunction with the Babylonians before Nineveh , took 
the place, flew Sarac the king, and levelled that mighty city 
with the ground *. Thus was the proud metropolis of the 
Jffyrian empire laid in aflies, purfuant to the prophecies ut- 
terred above a hundred years before J. Wo to the bloody city 9 

c Daniel v. 31. * Herodot. ubi fupra, 

(X) Some will have Amyite to be the daughter of Ajfyages and 
grand -daughter of Cyaxares. But Afiyages could not at that time 
have a daughter marriageable, and Nebuchadnezzar had he married 
her, muft have been at the time of his death at leaft eighty five 
years old, and Ajfyages much older. Jn the book of Titbit the de- 
ftru&ion of Nineveh is afcribed to Ahafueras king of Media and 
Nabuchodonofor king of Babylon. This Ahafuems can be no other 
than Cyaxares , who, as Sir 1/aae Newton fhew?, was called Ach- 
Jitcusy A/fuerus, Oxyares, Axeres > prince Axeres or Gy*Axeres 9 the 
word Cy fignifying a prince in the Median language (54% By Na- 
buchodonofor is meant Nebuchadnezzar the great, both thefe names 
being given by the Babylonians to their kings, as that of Pharaoh 
wa< by the Egyptians to theirs. That Nabopolajfar the father of 
Nebuchadnezzar was called by both thefe names, is plain from the 
books of the Rabbits , and from Jofcphus. R. Juchajin calls Nebu- 
ehadnezzar the {on of Nebuchadnezzar (5^) ; and David GanzCzJli 
the father Nebuchadnezzar the firft, and the fon Nebuchadnezzar 
the fecond (^6). Jofepbus \r\ fpeaking of Nabopolajfar fometimes 

tails him Nabuchodonofor (57^ and fometimes Nabulaffar (58), which 

is a contraction of Nabopallaffar. It is certain, that the books of 
Tobit and Judith cannot be reconciled with any other antient 
writings, facred or prophane, relating to thofe times, unlefs we al- 
low the name of Nabuchodonofor to have been common to the kings 

«f Babylon 

% Sir Jfaac Nc^K-ton tells us, ( a ) ** we cannot err above a year or 
two, if we refer the dcItru<ition of Nineveh, and fall of the Af 

'* fyrian empire to the fecond year of Jeboiakim" that is to the. 

year of she Flood 2390, before Chriit 609, as placed by the au- 

(54) Sir I fine Ne<;jt. ubi fupra,p. 309. Juchaf fol. 136. 

David Gn*:z. at the year of the world 3285. ($?) J°ftph. 
/httiq. /. io. c. \ i [5% J jfofpb. antra Apion. I. I. {*) L: 

is j eh'Gtio/ogY, p. zo f z. 
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it is all full of lies and robbery ; he that dajheth in pieces is 
come up before thy face. The Lord comet h to avenge the cruel » 
ties done to Jacob and to Ifrael. / hear already the noije of the 
whip, and the noife of the- rattling of the wheels , and of the 
franfmg horfes and of the jumping chariots. The horfenian. 
lifteth up both the bright fword and the glittering fpear. The 
Jhield bf his mighty men is made red : the valiant men are in 
fcarlet. They Jhall feem like torches, they Jhall run like the 
lightning. God is jealous \ the Lord revengeth, and is furious. 
The mountains quake at him, and the hills melt, and the earth 
is burnt at his pre fence : who can Jland before his indignation ? 
and who can abide in the fiercenefs of his anger ? Behold I 
am againjl thee, faith the Lord of ho/Is : I will Jirip thee of 
all thy ornaments. Take ye the fpoil of fiver, take the fpoil 
of gold ; for there is no end of the Jl ore and glory out of all the 
pleafant furniture. She is empty, and void, and wafle* Ni- 
neveh is deftroyed ; Jhe is overthrown ; Jhe is defolate. The 
gates of the rivers Jhall be opened, and the palace Jhall be dif- 
folved. And Huzzab Jhall be led away captive ; Jhe Jhall be 
brought up, and her maids Jhall lead her, as with the voice of 
doves tabring upon their breajls. I fee a multitude of fain, 
and a great number of car cafes ; and there is no end of their 
corpfes : they Jiumble upon their corpjes. Where is the dwells 
ing of the lions, and the feeding place of the young lions ? 
where the lion, even the old lion, walked, and the lions whelp, 
and none made them afraid : where the lion did tear in pieces 
enough for his whelps, andjlrangled for his lionejfes, and filled 

\ 

thors, in this volume ( b ) ; we muft therefore, in this cafe, fuppofe 
Nineveh to have been deftroyed in the 28th year of the reign of 
Cyaxmts (who, as has been before obferved, began his reign in. 
the year before Chrift 636^ which, however contrary to the hiftory, ' 
as above related from Her-odotus, agrees nearly with the hypothecs 
of Sir Ifaac Nenvton, who (c) places the deftrudtion of Nineveh be- 
fore the beginning of the Lydian war, and from whom the Chro- 
nology of the authors feems chiefly to be taken. What has been 
obferved of the Eclipfe (d), which happened at the time of the 
engagement, between Cyaxares and the Lydians, Viz.. that it fell 
upon the 28tji of May % in the year of Nabonajfar, 163, before 
Chrift 585, witf be found no objection when it is confidered that 
Sir I/aac places, the beginning of the war with Alyattcs in the year 
before Chrift 599, twenty years after the cxpulfion of the Scyibians, 
and 1 9 years after the deltruftion of Nineveh^). 

(*) See before, p. 373. (<) Vbi fufr. />. 3 1 (*; See be- 

38*. note (Wj. (*) Ubijup, p. 38, 39. 
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his holts with prey, and his dens with ravin f ?' The Lord 
jliall deftroy Affur. He Jhall depopulate the city, which was f* 
beautiful^ and turn it into a land where no man comet h 9 and 
into a defer t. It Jhall be a dwelling place for wi/d-beq/ls, and 
the birds of night Jhall lurk therein. Behold, Jhall it be faid y 
fee that proud city, which was fs flately and fo exalted, which 
faid in her heart, I am the only city, and beftdes me there is 
no other. All they that pafs by her Jhall feoff at her y and Jhall 
infult her witb hiffmgs and contemptuous gejiures * ( Yj. 

This vi&ory with the deftruction of Nineveh the Jewt 
afcribe to the Chaldeans ; the Greeks to the Medes \ < Tobit > 
Poly hiflor, Jofephus, and Ctefias to both. It gave a beginning 
to the great fucceffes of Nebuchadnezzar and Cyaxares, and 
laid the foundation of the two collateral empires, as we may 
call them, of the Medes and Babylonians, which rofe on the 
tuins of the Affyrian monarchy. 

After the reduction of Nineveh, the two conquerors pro-* 
fecuting their victory led the confederate army againft Pha- 
raoh Necho king of Egypt, who had fome time before routed 
the king of Affyria and taken Carchemijh. Pharaoh met them 
near the Euphrates, was defeated, and forced to abandon 
whatever he had formerly taken from the Jffyrians h ; for 
what had once belonged to them, Cyaxares and Nebuchadnez- 
zar looked upon now as theirs by right of conqueft (Z)* 

After 

f Na hum iii. i. ii. i f 2. & feq. g Zephan. ii. 13. 15. 

* 2 Kings xxiv. 7. Jerem xlvi. 2. Eupol. apud Eufeb. Prsep. 
Evang. 1.9. c. 35. 

(Y) On the ruins of the old Nineveh another city was raifed, 
which for a long time bore the fame name, but never attained to 
the grandeur and glory of the former. It is now called Moful 
(60), and fituated on the weft fide of the Tigris, where was antient- 
ly only a part of the fuburbs of old Nineveh ; for the city itfelf 
flood on the eaft fide of the river. The circuit of Nineveh was, 
according to Diodorus Siculus (6i), 480 furlongs, tha£ is, fixty of 
cur miles. Hence it is faid by Jonah (62) to be a city of three 
days journey, that is, in compate. For twenty miles is as much as 
a man can well walk in one day. Strabo (63) tells us, ^that it was 
much bigger than Babylon, and in the fame place fays, that the 
circuit of Babylon was 385 furlongs, that is 48 of our miles. The 
other twelve miles make it, as Strabo fays^ much bigger than 
Babylon. We have already fixed the a?ra of its dcftrudHon 

^Z) From this time the Jewiflj computation of the years of Ne- 
i»tcbadn*xx.ar\ reign begins, that is, from the end of the 

Thevemt. P/irt. 2. A 1. c. 1 1. p. 50. (61) Dhdor. 

SLul /. z.p. 65. (6/) 7W. iii. 3. (63) Stwfo /. 16. p. 737. 
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After this victory they feized on the important place of Car- 
chemijh, reduced all Caele-fyria and Phcenice, and then with 
an army of Babylonians, Medes, Syrians, Moabites, and Am- 
monites, to the number of 10,000 chariots, 180,000 foot, 
and 120,000 horfe, invaded and laid wafte Samaria Galilee, 
Scythopolis, &c. and at laft befieged Jerufalem, and took king 
yeboia kirn prifoner *. Enriched with the fpoils of the con- 
quered nations, they divided their forces, Nebuchadnezzar pur- 
fuing his conquefts in the weft, and Cyaxares falling upon 
the AJfyrian provinces of Armenia, Pont us, and Cappadocia, 
which he fubdued with great Daughter of the inhabitants. 
After this they united their forces once more, and, by the re- 
duction of Per/is ( A) and Sufiana, accomplifhed the conqueft 

of the AJfyrian empire. 

The prophet Ezekiel k enumerates the chief nations that 
were fubdued and flaughtered by the two conquerors, Cyax- 

1 2 Kings xxiv. 12. Daniel i. 1. & 2 Chron. xxxvi. 6. * Ezek. 
xxxii. 



third year of Jehoiaki?n> and therefore the fourth year of Je- 
boiakim 9 when Nebuchadnezzar was by his father taken into part- 
ner/hip of the empire, is according to the Jews (64) the firft year 
of his reign. But according to the Babylonian computation his 
reign is not reckoned to begin till his father's death, which hap- 
pened two years after. As both thefe computations are found in 
fcripture, we thought it neceftary to fay thus much in order to 
reconcile them. We rauft further obferve, that as the Cbaldcean 
aftronomers counted the reigns of their kings by the years of 
Nabonaffar y beginning with the month Thoth ; fo the Jews count- 
ed the reigns of their kings by the years of Mo/es, beginning with 
the month Nifan ; infomuch, that if any king began his reign but 
a few days before the firft of rhe month Ni/an f thofe few days 
were reckoned a whole year, and the beginning of this month 
was accounted the beginning of his fecond year (65). 

(A) While the Ajfyrians reigned at Nineveh y Perfia was di- 
vided into feveral kingdoms. Among (I others there was a king- 
dom of Elam, which fiourifhed in the days of Hezekiab, Manajfeb, 
Jofiab, and Jeboiakbn, kings of Judab, and fell in the reii'n of 
Zedckiab (66). This kingdom feems to have been very powerful, 
and to have waged war with the king of Touran or Scythia, beyond 
the river Oxus, with various fuccefs, and at length to have 
been fubdued by the Medcs and Babylonians ; which confirms what 
we have faid before, v/x that the Perfians were not fubdued by 
Pbraortes, as Herodotus would have it, but by Cyaxares, in conjunc- 
tion with the Babylonians . 

f 6+\ Jo em. xxv. r. (6$) Sir Ifaac Newt nbi fupra. p 29^ 
L()) Jerem. xxv. 25 andx[ix. 3 f.. Ertk. ^4. 
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ares and Nebuchadnezzar AJhur is there and all her company y 
viz,, in Hades, or the lower parts of the earth, where the 
dead bodies lay buried, his graves are about him : all of them 
fain, fallen by the fword, which caufed their terror in the land 
of the living. Ti)ere is Elam and all her multitude round a- 
hout her grave, all of them /lain, fallen by the fword y which 
are gone down unci rewnci fed into the nether parts of the earthy 
which caufed their terror in the land af the living : yet have 
they bern their Jhame with them that go down into the pit. — 
There is Meftiech, Tubal, and all her multitude ( viz. the 
Scythians ) ; her graves are round about him : all of them un - 
circumcifed, fain by the fword, though they caufed their terror 
in the land of the living.— There is Edom, her kings , and all 
her princes, which with their might are laid by them that were 
fain by the fword. — There be the princes of the nor th all of 
them, and all the Zidoniaris, which with their terror are gone 
down with tbe fain. By the princes of the north are meant 
fuch as were on the north of fuda:a, namely the princes of 
Armenia and Cappadocia, who fell in the wars which Cyax- 
ares waged in reducing thofe provinces after the deftru&ion of 
Nineveh. 

Cyaxares, having thus erected the kingdom of Media into 
a powerful empire, and fhared the new acquifitions with his 
Babylonian ally, died in the fortieth year of his reign *, and 
was fucceeded by his fon 
Aftyages. Aflyages, who in fcripture is called Ahafuerus ««. This 
Year of prince had by Aryenis, the daughter of Alyattes king of 
the Flood, Lydia, Cyaxares II. called in fcripture Darius the Mede* 

and who was fixty two years old at the taking of Babylon n „ 

foreClfriil fame year that Cyaxares was born, Aflyages gave his 

g daughter Mandane, whom he had by a former wife, to Cam- 

hf es a Pfrfan-y from which marriage fprang Cyrus, the 
founder of the Per fan monarchy, and the reftorer of the 
y.-ws to their country, to their temple, and former condition. 
He was born but one year after the birth of his uncle Cy- 
axares, and confequently was in the fixty fir ft year of his 
age when Babylon was taken. Whether his father Cambyfes 
was king of Per fa, as Xenophon ° would have it, or only a 
nobleman of that country, as we read in Herodotus p , is 
what we fhall examine hereafter. Though the reign of 
Ajlyages was very long, having lafted thirty five years *, yet 
we find no particulars of it recorded in hiftory, except his 

1 Herodot. ubi fupra. n Dan. ix. i. n Dan. v. 30, 31. 
• Xilwoph. Cyiopx'd. 1. 1 . p HiiRODOT.l. 1. * Hjlrodot. 
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repulfing the Babylonians, who, under the conduct of Evil- 
merodach the fon of Nebuchadnezzar, had made an inroad 
into his country, as we have related at length elfewhere q . 
The victory which he gained on this occafion, was in great 
part owing to the valour and conduct of Cyrus, who at- 
tended his grandfather in this expedition, and, though at 
that time but fixteen years of age, fignalized himfelf in a 
very particular manner r , purfuing the Babylonian with great 
flaughter quite home to his own borders. This rafh, and 
feemingly unjuft, undertaking of Evil-merodach laid the foun- 
dation of that animofity between the Medes and Babylonians ; 
which ended at laft in the ruin of Baby Ion. From hence 
we may infer, that Evil-merodacb was not the fon of 
Nebuchadnezzar by Amyite the daughter of Cyaxares, or, as 
others will have it, of AJlyages, but by fome other wife, it 
not being likely, that they would have thus engaged in war 
againft each other had they been fo nearly related. It is ftill 
more improbable, that Evil-merodach fhould undertake fuch 
hoftilities while he was on the point of marrying NitoaHs^ 
as is commonly reported, who was by birth a Mede. 

4/lyages, after a reign of thirty five years was fucceeded by Cyaxara 
his fon Cyaxares uncle to Cyrus. This prince was fcarce u. y eap 
warm on his throne, when he found himfelf engaged in a c / the 
bloody war with Nerigliffar, who had murdered Evil-mero- Floods 
dach and ufurped the crown of Babylon, This war was carried 2450. 
on with great flaughter on both fides by Cyaxares and Cyrus, Before 
during the reigns of the ufurper Nerigliffar, of his fon La- chri ft* 
borofoarchod, and of Nabonadius, the fon of Evil-merodach 549- 
and grandfon of Nebuchadnezzar , in whofe time Babylon was t/ifV> 
taken, and the Babylonian empire utterly ruined. But as 
this war, which lafted twenty years, was entirely managed 
by Cyrus, we fhall defer the relating of thefe important events, 
till the reign of that great and glorious prince, which, as he 
was the founder of the Per/tan monarchy, we fhall referve to 
the hiftory of that empire. 

As for Cyaxares, he is faid in fcripturc to have taken the 
kingdom, after the reduction of Babylon and death of Bel- 
Jhazzar c . For Cyrus, as long as his uncle lived, held the 
empire only in partnership with him, though he hail entirely 
acquired it by his own valour. Nay, fo far did lie carry his 
complaifance, that he let him enjoy the firft rank. L'ut, the 
command of the army and the whole management of aiV'i's 
being vefted in Cyrus, he alone was looked upon as the fu- 

1 See before, p. 337, & feq. r Xekofh. Cyropxd. 1. 1. <" Dan. 
v. 31. 
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preme governor of the empire. And hence it is, that in 
Ptolemy % canon no notice is taken of Cyaxares^ but imme- 
diately after the death of Nabonadius? Cyrus is placed there 
as the next fucceflbr. But that a Mede reigned at Babylon 
after the death of Nabonadius? or, as Herodotus calls him 
Labynetus? the laft Babylonia?! king in the canon, is plain 
both from X*nophon z and fcripture : the former tells us, that 
after the taking of B^tjlon^ Cyrus went to the king of tha 
Medes at Ecbatan? and fucceeded him in the kingdom : and 
we read in fcripture, that Babylon was deftroyed by the 
J\dedcs u ; by the kings of the Medes, the captains thereof and 
all the rulers thereof? and all the lands of his dominion * ; that 
the kingdom of Babylon was numbered? and finijhed? and 
broken , and given to the Medes and Per/tans f j fir ft- to die 
M'des under Darius? and then to tiie Per fans under Cyrus : 
for Darius reigned over Babylon like a conqueror, not ob- 
ferving the laws of the Babylonians? but introducing the im- 
mutable laws of the conquering nations the Medes and Per- 
fans *. In his reign the Medes % as we have obferved elfe- 
where, are conflantly placed before the Perfians a ; as the 
Per fans? in the reign of Cyrus and his fucceflbrs, are placed 
before the Medes b ; which fhews, that, according to fcrip- 
ture, a Mede reigned at Babylon between the laft Babylonijh 
king in Ptolemy's canon and Cyrus. This king can be no o- 
thcr than Cyaxares? as Xcnophon calls him «, or Darius {he 
Afede? as he is ftiled by Daniel. The fcripture afcribes the 
dcftru&ion of Babylon chiefly to Cyaxares? whereof Hie torn al- 
ledges three rcafons d ; i. becaufe Darius ox Cyaxares was the 
elder of the two ; 2. in regard the Medes were at that time 
more famous than the Perfians ; and laftly, becaufe the 
uncle ought to be preferred to the nephew. On the other 
hand, few of the Greek writers take any notice of Cyaxares? 
which we may eafily account for. The Perfians? defirous to 
magnify and extol Cyrus their countryman, gave him all the 
glory of that great conqueft, and from them the Greeks bor- 
rowed then relations, lie fides, Cyrus alone was employed in 
the liege of" Babylon? Darius being then abfenl, and the con- 

te army under his conduct ftormed the town, and put 
an end to the empire of Babylon. We may add, that as Da- 
rius did n >t reign at Babylon full two years, before the fame 

' Xi noimi. Cyropacd. 1. 8 « Ifa. xiii. 17. 19. * Jer. li. 
11, r S . y Dan. v. zO t 28. ■ Dan. vi. 8, 12, 15. a Dan. 
vi. S, 12, K. 28. viii. 20. *»Esr. i. 3, 14,18, 19, Dan- x. 1, 
.:o, c Xenoi-ii. Cvropxd. 1. 1. c. 19. 4 Comment, in 
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of this great conqueft was fpread abroad in diftant countries, 
Cyrus was in the entire pofleffion of the Babylonian empire, 
whence they looked upon him as the great hero, who had a- 
lone., performed fich extraordinary feats. But "Jofephus % 
who was better informed, tells us, that Darius with his ally 
Cyrus dejlroyed the kingdom of Babylon. The fame author 
adds, that this Darius was the fon of JJlyages, and that he 
was known to the Greeks by another name. Now if we afk 
the Greeks the name of Aftyages** fon, Xenopl>on f will tell us, 
that he was called Cyaxares. As for the name of Darius, it 
was prefer ved in the Darics or Sta teres Darici, thofe fa- 
mous pieces of gold, which for feveral ages were preferred by 
the eaftern nations to any other coin : for we are told *, that 
thefe were coined not by the father of Xerxes, but by an ear- 
lier Darius, the firft king of the Medes and Perfians that coin- 
ed gold. But no Darius, more antient than the father of 
Xerxes, is any where faid to have reigned, except this Darius , 
whom the fcripture calls Darius the Alede, 

After the reduction of Babylon, Cyaxares in concert with 
Cyrus fettled the affairs of their new empire, dividing it into 
1 20 provinces which were governed by thofe who had 
diftinguUhed themfelves during the war. Over thefe gover- 
nors were appointed three prefidents, who were conftantly to 
refide at court, and, receiving accounts of what happened in 
the feveral provinces, difpatch the king's orders to the imme- 
diate officers ; fo that thefe three principal minifters had the 
fuperintendency over, and the chief adminiftration of, the 
moft weighty affairs of the whole kingdom. Of thefe, Daniel 
was appointed the chief, an honour, which he highly dc- 
ferved, not only on account of his great wifdom, but like- 
wife of his age and con fu mm ate experience ; for he had now 
ferved the kings of Babylon full fixty five years in the quality 
of prime minifter. As this employment advanced him to be 
the next perfon to the king, it raifed no fmall jealoufy in the 
other courtiers, who confpiring againft him would have com- 
parted his ruin, had he not been miraculouily prcferved by that 
providence, which is ever watching over the fafety of the juft. 
As the only thing they could lay hold of to difgracc him at 
court, and make him incur the king's difpicafure, was the 
law of his God, to which they knew him inviolably attached, 
they prevailed with Darius to iflue out a proclamation, for- 
bidding all perfons to put up any petition what foe vcr to GoJ 

c Joseph. Antiq. 1. 12. c. 13. fXiiNorw. ubi fupra. 

B *Su idas in i;, FT a rpocr. in Aapxj?, Scholiait. in Ariitoph. 

Eccief, p. 741, 742. h Dau. vi. 1. 
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or man, except to the king, for the fpace of thirty days, up- 
on pain of being can: into the lions den. Now, as Daniel 
was faying his uiual prayers, with his face turned towards Je- 
rufalem^ he was furprized, accufed, and, as the laws of the 
fifedes were unalterable, condemned to be devoured by the 
lions. But, being miraculoufly delivered from their jaws, 
this malicious contrivance ended in the deftruition of its au- 
thors, and greatly raifed,as we may well imagine, Daniel's re- 
putation, both with Darius and Cyrus This probably hap- 
pened, while Cyrus was in Syria ; for after having fettled 
his affairs at Babylon, and furniflied the garifons with fuch 
troops as were neceflary for the defence of the feveral parts 
of the empire, he marched with the remainder into Syria , 
■which he brought under fubjeftion with the other adjacent 
countries, extending his conquefts as far as the Red fea and the 
confines of /Ethiopia. In the mean time Darius remained at 
Babylon, managed the civil affairs of the empire ; and in this 
interval was Daniel caft into the lions den. The Darics were, 
perhaps, coined much about the fame time out of the gold of 
the conquered Lydians (B). But in the reign of Cyrus we 
fball give a more diftinft account of feveral particulars relat- 
ing to his two predecefTors Cy ax ares and Ajlyages. We have 
hitherto fuppofed the former to be Daniel's Darius the Afede, 
and Nabonadius his Bel/bazzar j but as both thefe points are 
Controverted by writers of no mean characters, before wc 
difmifs the hiftory of Media we muft beg leave to offer fome- 
thing in our notes in defence of this our fuppofition, after 
having acquainted the reader with the fentiments of others, 
and the arguments they produce to fupport them (C). 

CHAP. 

1 Dan. vi. 4, 5, 6, & feq. 

(B) This piece, according to Dr. Bernard (67), weighed two 
grains more than one of our guineas ; but as it had very little allay, 
it may be reckoned,' as the proportion of gold and filvernow Hands 
with us, to havehreen worth twenty five millings. 

(C) As the wKole hiftory of Babylon* from the death of Nthu- 
tbadnezzar to tnercduclion of that city by Cyrus, is ovcrcaft, we may 
lay, with an impenetrable mift, writers are ftrangely puzzled to find 
€>ut Danieti Beljhaz.%ar among the laft kings that reigned there, 
and equally at a lofs concerning his Darius the J fide, who |vas in 
that kingdom fuccceded by Cyrus. To proceed with all the per- 
spicuity we can in fo perplexed a fubje£l, wc mail firft produce 
what we read in the prophecies of Daniel relating to the lait kinps 
of Babylon ; 2. What is allowed on all hands to be certain, and it 

(6*0 De ponder. & men fur. emtio, p. r ?r, 
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confirmed by the concurrence of all the prophane hiftorians ; and 
laftly the various opinions of modern writers, with the arguments 
they alledge to fupport them. 

The prophet Daniel* after mentioning what had happened in the 
reign of Nebucbadrtezxar , relates the vifions he had in the firftand 3d 
year of Beljbazzar, and the fatal end of that prince in the following 
manner (68) Beljbazxrr having made a great feaft, commanded 
the veffels of gold and filver to be brought to him, which his father 
Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple of Jerufalem. He 
drank in them, and his wives, and his concubines, and the lords of 
his court. In the fame hour an hand appeared, and wrote over- 
againft the candleftick on the planter of the wall of the king** 
palace. The king who faw the motion of the hand, was greatly 
frightened, and commanded his wife-men and footh-fayers to be fent 
for. But none of them being able to explain the writing, Daniel 
was immediately {ent for at the fuggeftion of the queen, who on the 
alarm which that prodigy had occasioned, entered the banquetting 
room, and acquainted the king with the great abilities of Daniel in 
flich matters. The prophet, after reproaching the king for pro- 
phaning the holy vefTels, reads the writing, and informs him, that 
the words, are Mene Mene, Tekel Upharfin, which he thus interprets ; 
Jfene, God has numbered thy kingdom andfinifhed it : Tekel, thou 
art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting : Peres, thy 
kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Perfians. The 
prophet adds, that in that night Beljhazzar, king of the Chaldeans, 
was flain, and that Darius the Median took the kingdom, being 
about three/core and two years old. 

The fame prophet informs us next (69), what order Darius, efta- 
blifhed in the realm, and relates the vifions which he had in the firft 
year of Darius, and in the third of Cyrus. It is manifeft, that Da- 
niel fpeaks here of three kings fucceeding each other to the crown 
of Babylon ; namely, Beljbazzar, Darius the Mede, and Cyrus. The 
laft is well known ; but the queftion is, who the two others were : 
a queftion which we muft endeavour to jfolve, in order to reconcile 
Daniel and the prophane hiftorians. 

Moft hiftorians agree, that Nebuchadnezzar, after a reign of forty 
three years, (or forty five if we compute the two years which he 
reigned jointly with his father) was fucceeded by his fon Evil- 
merodach, who reigned two complete years, and was murdered in 
the beginning of his third by NerigliJJar. NerigliJJar ruled four 
years, and was fucceeded by his fon Labor ofoar chad, who was mur- 
dered after a fliort reign of nine months. Nabonadius came to the 
crown next, and reigned feventeen years. In his time the city of 
Babylon was taken by Cyrus, and the empire overturned 

'Tis manifeft, \\m Btljbaxzar was one of the four laft kings of 
Babylon, and that he was of the race of Nebuchadnezzar, fmce in 
fcripcure he is ofterr called his fon; but authors are ftrangdv puz- 



(6*) Dan. c*. (69) Dan. c. w 



The Hiflory of the Medes, Book L 



zled to determine which of the four bears this name in Damef s 
prophecies. 

Sir John Marjham takes Beljhazzar to be Evil-Merodach the fon 
«f Nebuchadnezzar ; he founds his opinion on the authority of 
fcripture, where Nebuchadnezzar is often called the father of Bel- 
jbazzar, and Beljhazzar the fon of Nebuchadnezzar. Several other 
eircumftances concur to prove, that Evil merodach and Beljhazzar 
inuft be one and the fame perfon. Berofus (70) reprefents Evil* 
merodach as a lewd and wicked prince ; Beljhazzar in fcripture 
bears the fame cha racier. Berofus tells us, that Evil merodach was 
killed at a banquet by fome of his lords (71) i the fcripture fays, 
that Beljhazzar was murdered at a great entertainment which he 
gave to 1000 of his lords. However convincing thefc proofs may 
feem and confonant to fcripture, yet upon examination we mall 
•find them to be of no force, and quite incon/iilent with what we 
read in holy writ. The prophet Daniel, after relating what hap- 
pened to Beljhazzar at his grand entertainment, adds, and in that 
night Belfhazzar, king of the Chaldeans, *wisjlain, and Darius the 
Median took the kingdom. From thefe words it is plain, that imme- 
diately after :he death of Beljhazzar the kingdom vjas given to the 
Medes andPerfians (72). But this did not happen upon the death 
of Evil-meradach, who was fucceeded according to Berofus and 
MegaJlhencS) (73) and Sir John Marjbam himfelf, by Nerigliffar his 
fitter's hufband, who was at the head of the con fpi racy againft 
him. This objection feemedof fuch weight to Sir John Marjbam, 
that, in order to elude it, and maintain his afTertion without con- 
tradicting the fGripture, he was forced to fuppofe Nerigliffar to be 
Darius the Msde, and the MedoPerfian empire to have begun in 
him ; a fuppofition which we fhall confute when we come to fpeak 
of Darius the Mede. To what we have alleged out of Daniel again It 
our learned author's fyftem, we fhall add a proof no lefs convincing 
from the prophet Jeremiah, who foretold (74) that all nations 

Jbould Jerve him, {Nebuchadnezzar) and his fon, and his fins fon. If 
the kingdom was transferred from his fori to the Medes and Perjians, 
as Sir John Marfham would have it, it ismanifefl, that this prophe- 
cy was never fulfilled. What that- author urges in defence of his 
opinion, viz. that Beljhazzar was, according to fcripture, the fon 
©f Nebuchadnezzar, is very true, not in a literal, but more ex ten- 
live, iente, wherein any defcendant is called fon, and any anceflor 
father; and that this i- the ftyle of the fcripture, nobody, who i* 
converfanr in the holy books, can be ignorant of. 

To Evil- merodach fucceeded, as we have hinted above, Neriglif- 
far, who had married Nebuchadnezzar's daughter. We have not 
yet met with any author that ever aflertcd him to be Daniefs Bel- 
jhazzar. He reigned four years, and left a fon, named Laboro- 
Juarchod according to Bevojus, or Labajfoarafc, as Megajihenes \% 

(70 J BeroJ apudjofeph. Jtitiq. /. 10. c. 1 1. (71) Berofus 

tbid \jz) Dun v. 28,30,31. (73) Berofus & Mrgafben. ubi 
M'f* W "I""* Mufeh. Prap. Jkvang. /. a. (74) J< r . xxvii. 7. 
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pleafed to call him (75). This prince came very young to the 
crown, and betraying a moll vicious turn of mind, was murdered 
by his own fubjecls after he had reigned only nine months (76). 
And this is the reafbn, why he is omitted in Ptolemy* % canon, where the 
whole year is reckoned to the king that begins it, how foon foever 
he dies, after If a king % died but a few days after the beginning of 
the month Thotb, he was faid to have reigned that whole year ; 
and if any other reigned in the interim, but did not live to the 
beginning of the faid month, his name was omitted in the canon* 
-And this was the cafe of Labor of oarekod. 

But to return to our fubjeel ; Jofepb Scaliger (jj) will have 
Laborofoarcbod to be DaniePs Belfbazzar y and founds his opinion 
on "the following arguments, *vix. that he was the laft of Nebu- 
chadnezzar % race ; chat he was killed by confpirators , and that 
his kingdom devolved to Nabonadius or Labynitus, who was, accor- 
ding to Megaftbenes (78), a ftranger to the family of Nebuchadnez- 
zar. He adds a circumltance out of Daniel, which he takes to bo 
of great weight ; the queen advifed Belfbazzar to confult Daniel ; 
this queen, fays he, could not be the king's wife, for his wives and 
concubines were at the feaft ; 'twas therefore the queen mother, 
which fuits well with the character of Nebuchadnezzar s daughter, 
who wa,s regent. If we object againft this hypothecs, that Labo- 
rofoarcbod reigned only nine months, whereas it is plain from Da- 
niel, that Belfhazzar reigned fome years; his anfwer is,' that the 
fcripture afcribes to Laborofoarcbod or Belfbazzar the whole four 
years which the canon accounts to Neriglijfar or Niricaffolaffar, at 
he is there called, becau fe Neriglijfar reigned only as his guardian. 
And hence it is, that we hear of the firft and third year of Belfbaz- 
Karin Daniel (79), though Laborofoarcbod reigned alone no more 
than nine months. 

This opinion too is clogged with two infurmountable difficulties,, 
which, in few words, are ; 1. That it fuppofes Nabonadius to b© 
Darius the Mede, a fuppofltion which we mail plainly prove from 
holy writ to be falfe ; 2. That it falfifies the prophecy of Jeremiah 
promifing the empire to Nebuchadnezzar, to his fon, and his Ton's 
fon ; whereas Laborofoarcbod was his daughter's fon. This difficul- 
ty Scaliger feems not to have been aware of, fi nee he takes no no- 
tice of it in folving the objections that may be brought againil his- 
opinion. 

If neither Evil-merodac/j, nor Nerigliffar, nor Laborofoarcbod were 

Daniel's Beljhazzar, it follows, that Nabonadius was the king who 

in fcripture bears that name. This will appear more plain if we 
conlider, 1. That he is on all hands agreed to have been the lall of 
the Babylonian kings, and therefore mull be the lame, who in fcrip- 
ture is called Belfbazzar ; for immediately afcrr the death of Bd~ 

(75) Berofus apud Jofepb. contra Appicn 1. I. Megafihen ubi fupra. 
(76) Berofus ubi fupra. f 77) Sca/:gcr in nctis ad frag, veter. G 'rare or. 
filed, de cmendat, temfar. I. 6. c. de Regib. Babylon. (78) Mgu/Jb. 
jtbi fupra. (70) Dun. vii i. viii. 1. 
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Jhazzar the kingdom was given to the Medes and Perfians 'So). 2- 
That he was cf the race of Nebuchadnezzar, for he is by Daniel 
often called his fon, and in the Chronicles (81 ) it is faid, that Nebu- 
ckcJnezzar and his children or ofFspring reigned at Babylon till 
the kingdom of Pcrfia ; 3, That the nations of the cart, were to 
ferve Nebuchadnezzar, and his fon, and his fon's fon, according to 
the prophecy of Jeremiah (82); he mutt, therefore have been fuc- 
ceeded by a fon and a fon's fon in the crown of Babylon. Evil- 
tnerodach was his fon, and of all the kings that reigned after him 
none but Beljhazzar could be his fan's fon. For Nerigliffar was 
only his daughter's hufbmd, and Labor ofoarc hod 'his daughter's fon. 
4. Herodotus tells us, that the lair king of Babylon was fon to the 
celebrated queen Nitocris ; and it is plain, that by Evil-merodach 
alone fhe could have a fon, who was fon's fon to Nebuchadnezzar. 
This opinion feems to us thelcaft perplexed with difficulties, and 
of all others the moll agreeable to what we read both in fcripture 
and in the prophane hittorians ; and therefore we have, upon fecond 
thoughts, preferred it to that of Sir John Marjbam, which we 
were inclined to embrace in our hiftory of Babylon. 

Authors are no Iefs divided in their opinions touching Daniel** 
Darius the Median, than they are about his 'Beljhazzar Sir John 
Mar/ham (83), as we have hinted above, Hands up for Nerigliffar, 
and will have the Medo-Perfian empire to have begun in him. He 
fuppofes Nerigliffar to have been a Mede, for no other reafon, but 
becaufe he married the fitter of Evil-merodach, whofe mother wa» 
a Mede. We are unwilling to quarrel with him on account of this 
fuppofition, or rather conjecture ; but fhould be glad to know how, 
even in this fuppofition, the kingdom of Babylon was upon the 
death of Beljhazzar, that is according to him of Ewilmerodach, 
divided and given to the Medes and Perfians. It is not more certain 
that Beljhazzar was killed, than that his kingdom was given to the 
Medes and Perfians ; and this happened immediately upon the death 
of that king, as the words of the prophet plainly infmuate ; thy 
kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Perfians. — In that 
night nvas Beliliazzar the king of the Chaldeans Jlain, And Darius 
the Median took the kingdom (84). Beiides, it is very plain from the 
whole fix th chapter of Daniel t that Darius the Mede was king of 
Media He introduced the laws of the Medes and Perfians, which 
would have been very impolitic in him, had he ufurped the crown 
without any friends or troops to rely on, except the Babylonians, , 
whofe laws he trod under foot and annulled. And this, if we fup- \ 
pofe him to be Nri^liffur, was his cafe ; for he introduced the laws ; 
of the Medes and Perfians % was at war with both nations, and had 
110 friends tj depend upon except his own fubje&s, who naturally • 
mutt have hated him, without any farther provocation, as aitranger, 
as an ufurpcr, and as the murderer of their lawful prince. To thi* r 

1 80) Dan. v. 28, 30, 31. (<Si> 2 Chron. xxxvi. 20. (%z)Jer. ' 
c, xxvii. 7. [S3) Can. Cren. Secul. 18. (84) Daft. v. 28, 30, 
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we may add, that if the A^edo- Perfian empire began in NerigHJ/hr, 
Cyrus did not deftroy the Babylonian but the Medo-Perfian empire, 
which no author ever afferted. But the ftrongeft proof, in our o- 
pinion, that can be produced againft this fyftem, and that alfo of 
Scaliger, who takes Nabonadius to be Darius the Mede, is, that 
Darius is faid to have divided his empire into 120 provinces (85), 
which ma ft be underftood, not of the Babylonian, which was never 
fo extenfive but of the Perfian empire. The latter on the conqueft 
of Egypt by Cambyfes, and of Thrace and India by Darius Hifiafpes 
had feven other provinces added to its former number. Whence 
in the time of Efiher it confuted of 127 provinces. If this was the 
divifion of the Perfian empire in her time, the former mufl necef- 
farily have been of the fame empire. For if the Perfian empire 
from India to JEthiopia contained but 127 provinces, the empire of 
Babylon alone, which was hardly the feven th part of the other, 
could not contain 120. It is not therefore to be doubted, but 
Darius the Mede was lord not of the Babylonian only, but of the 
Perfian empire, which cannot be faid either of Neriglijfar or Nabo- 
nadius % 

Scaliger (86) maintains Nabonadius to be DaniePs Darius, add- 
ing, that he was by nation a Mede, and no ways related to Nebuchad- 
nezzar, but freely elecled king by the fame Babylonian lords who 
put Labor ofoarchod to death. That he was freely elected he endea- 
vours to prove from the words of the prophet Daniel> faying, that 
he took the kingdom, which imply a free election, and not a forcible 
invafion. That he was a Mede he pretends to evince from a prophe- 
cy, which Megafthenes (87) relates Nebuchadnezzar to have uttered 

before his death, foretelling to the Babylonians, that a great calami- 
ty was to fall on them, which neither Belus, nor queen Beltis could 
avert ; that a Perfian mule Jhould bring the Babylonians under fub- 
jeclion, being ajjified by a Mede. The Perfian mule is Cyrus, he be- 
ing the iflue of a Perfian and a Mede; the Mede, who aflifted him, 
was Nabonadius. If we afk Scaliger how Nabonadius can be faid 
to have affi fled Cyrus in deftroying the city and kingdom of Babylon, 
fince he waged war with him in defence of both, and was vanquifii- 
ed and killed ; his anfwer is, that Nabonadius forwarded the de- 
itruttion of Babylon by being conquered and (lain, and that in thi; 
fenfe (if in this there be any fenfe) he concurred with Cyrus in the 
overturning of the Babylonian empire. This argument need; no 
anfwer, ic is fulhciently refuted by being related. And therefore 
Ifaac Vojfius well obferves (88), that the arguments produced by 
Scaliger to fupport this wild opinion are wnvirthv of Scaliger. As 
to his other proof, tiz that Darius took the kitigdim ; they imply, 
we own, no violence, on the part of Darius, who cannot properly 
be faid to have ilormcd the town or won it by dint of arms ; feeing 
this was performed by Cyrus in the abfence of />.*-7.vf, though with 
the joint forces of the Medes and Perfians. The city being thu& 

( 8 O Dan . vi. 1. (\\ 6) Seal, de emenfat. tern. I. 6. sffiud 
Eujcb, Pra'p. E vang I. ij. Ifaac. /V/x. Chro/ivl. Su: p. \ -\ \ 
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reduced by the troops of Darius and by Cyrus his general, Darius, 
without any farther oppofirion, took poiTefilon of the empire as 
conquered by his forces. It is not by any means probable, that 
the Babylonian lords after murdering their king fhould place a Mede 
on the throne, while they were at open war with that nation ; nor 
can the divifion of the kingdom of Babylon between the Medes and 
Per/tans foretold by Daniel be meant of a king, who, though by 
ration a Mede, fhould be elected by the Babylonians, and peaceably 
enjoy the kingdom till driven out by the Per/tans. This divifion 
mud hive been made after the empire was deftroyed and the city 
taken. To conclude ; this fyftem contradidls not only the prophe- 
cy of Daniel, touching the divifion of the empire between the Ba- 
bylonians and Medes, but that likewife of Jeremiah, where it is faid, 
that all nations fhould feme him (Nebuchadnezzar) and his /on, and 
bis fon's fan. If Nabonadius was Darius, who of all the kings of 
Babylon was Nebuchadnezxar s fon's fon ? Since Scaliger could not 
anfwer this queflion, it was well done of him to take no notice of it, 
in difplaying and folving, in the beft manner he could, feveral dif- 
ficulties that others might have flarted againft his aflertion. He 
commonly adopts the fentiments of Berofus ; but here he even for- 
fakes him ; for Berofus tells us f 89), that Nabonadius was a Baby- 
lonian. ' Pis true, lie feems afterwards concerned for having thus 
flighted the authority of fuch an unerring guide, and is inclined to 
make him a Babylonian. But how can this be reconciled with fcrip- 
ture, where he is ever filled Darius the Median ? He has a falve for 
this fore too : the word Median or Mede is not, fays he, the nati- 
onal name, as the while tribe of chronologers and interpreters, fimple 
ivell-meaning men, have imagined, but the furname of Darius. But 
it is very unlucky for Jofephus that Daniel fhould begin his 9th chap- 
ter thus : In the firjl year of Darius the fon of Ahafuerus of the feed 
of the Medes, which was mad* king over the realm of the Chaldeans. 
He was therefore by nation a Mede, and the fon of a king of Media. 
But our wiirer feems to have been more converfant in the mangled 
fragments of Berofus, than in the books of the prophets, from 
which there is no appeal : and may, on that very account, richly 
defer ve the compliments which in an ironical manner he bellows on 
fuch as are unwilling to adopt his wild notions. But we mull for- 
give him ; fcorn and contradiction were the eflential ingredients of 
his chaia5ler ; and had he not in moll things been Angular, in all 
peremptory, he had neither been a Scaliger, nor the fon of Julius. 

The dillicultcs we have objected againll the two foregoing opi- 
nions have made other writers look for Darius the Mede elfewhere. 
They fuppofe, that there was one Darius a Mede king of Perjia be- 
fore Camhvfes the father of Cyrus, who was alfo, according to Xe- 
nop/on, Vaxv* of Pcrfix. This conjecture is fupportcd by a pafTage 
nut of JfiLbylns j)i , where that poet fcemingly fuppofes the fir ft 
kimj of Ptrjia there mentioned to have been a Mede, who with a 

f£»)J B.'of. a [>ud J of ph. slutiq. I. 10. c. It. ( 90 ) JEfch. 
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powerful army took Sufa. Next to him he places his fon, whom 
he does not name, and in the third place Cyrus, whom he calls a hap- 
py prince. This Darius who took Sufa and waged war with the 
Babylonians, they will have to be Darius the Mede, fon of Abafue- 
rus. This opinion is liable to one ftrong objection, namely, that 
Darius the grandfather of Cyrus could not be alive when Babylon was 
taken, Cyrus himfelf being then, as it is agreed on all hands, and 
we fhal- Ihew in the h?itory of Perfia fixty one years old. 

Other writers, following Xenopion J s account, maintain Cyaxares, 
the fon of Aftyages and uncle of Cyrus , to be Darius the Mede. He 
fucceeded Aftyages in the kingdom of Media, as Cyrus did Cambyfes 
in that of Perfia. Thefe two kings with joint forces invaded the 
kingdom of Babylon and took the city. Cy ax ares reigned two 
years at Babylon, and at his death Cyrus became matter of the whole 
empire. This hypothecs is entirely agreeable to fcripcure, and 
free from thofe infurmoun table difficulties, which attend the 
others, as is allowed even by thofe who reject it. Their only ex- 
ception to this fyftem is, that neither Herodotus, Berofus, nor Me- 
gaflbenes knew of any fuch king as Darius or Cyaxares 11. nay, He- 
rodotus tells us in exprefs words, that Aftyages was fucceeded by his 
grandfon Cyrus. This immediate fuccemon of Cyrus to his grand- 
father is vouched by Diodorus, Juftin, Strabo Poly&nus, Africanus, 
Clemens Alexandrinus, Juftin Martyr, Laclantius, Eufebius, Hierom, 
Auftin, Sec. but thefe, as they have only copied after Herodotus, add 
no new weight to the fcale. The abovementioned writers, we own, 
give Aftyages no other fucceffor than Cyrus ; but Xenophon (91) does, 
and like wife Jofepbus (93), foriaking herein Berofus, whom he of- 
ten quotes, and ever follows, where his authority does not ciafh 
with fcripture. Xenopbon calls the fucceffor of Aftyages Cyaxares, 
and Jofepbus gives him the name of Darius, adding, that he over- 
turned the kingdom of Babylon, being in that enterprize amlled by 
his nephew Cyrus (93), which is confonant both to fcripture and 
chronology ; whereas the contrary opinion, though perhaps not 
repugnant to holy writ, cannot by any means be reconciled with 
chronology. For if we fuppofe, that Aftyages had no other fuc- 
ceffor but Cyrus, we mud allow him to have lived a hundred years 
and upwards. For he gave his daughter in marriage to Ncbucbad- 
nexzar, as the fticklers for Herodotus tell us, before the fiegc of 
Nineveh, that is feventy three years before the reduction of Babylon. 
He muft have been at that time at leaii thirty years old, and two 
years more he reigned at Babylon. Could we but prevail upon 
ourfelves to believe, that Aftyages lived to fo great an atje, we fliould 
willingly follow Herodotus, having a great re I peel: for that venerable, 
and by fome much injured, hiftorian. I [is fyfteni h no ways. repug- 
nant to fcripture, where nothing is (aid of Darius the Male, winch 
may not be as well applied to Aftyages himfelf as to 1m fon. 

(91) Xcnopb. Cytop<rd. I I. c k). C l J z J J u f-'i'' } - -'^ttiq, 

I. 10. c. 13. ( l )3) 7i/ r P^- ubi Jupra. 
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A modern writer (94), fo prepoffefled in favour of Herodotus y as 
not to call in queflion any thing that author afferts, endeavours ta 
fupport his fyftem with , a paffage from the 13th chap. v. 65th of 
Daniel, where it is fa id, And king Aftyages *was gathered to his fa- 
thers, and Cyras of Perfia received 1 the kingdom. His quotation is 
right according to the yulgate, which is the ftandard in the church 
of Rome ; but in our bibles thefe words are to be found in the apo- 
cryphal hlfiory of Bel and the Dragon v. 1. However, we need not 
Jay any ftrefs upon this, feeing the fame writer, who ftarted the 
difficulty, has been fo kind as to fugged as an anfwer %o it. For 
a few lines after he launches oat into- great commendations of fa- 
ther Teumemine, calling him a critic of great penetration, the mod 
learned and honed man that ever was bred m his fbciety ; and 
thefe encomiums he beftows on that very honed: Jefait for difcover- 
i.ig, that the names of Cy ax ares, Aftyages, and Ahafuerus were 
common to all the kings of Media (95)5 *Tis very furprifing that 
he fhould appropriate the name of Afjyages . to- the grandfather of 
Cyrus , •and a few lines after admire the. penetration and adopt the 
opinion of one who will have that name to be common to all the 
Icings that reigned in /Media. If F. Tournemine 1 s difcovery be true, 
as perhaps it may, we fhould be glad to know, why the fon of 
Aftyages might not have bore that name as well as his father ; and 
if he might, how will our author prove, ' that the aboveriientioned 
paffage refers to the father and not to the fon ? This writer makes 
a conference of forfaking Herodotus ih the number of his kings, 
and at the fame time does not fcruple to contradict him with regard 
to the years of their refpeftive reigns ; for he makes Cyaxares reign 
fixty four years, whereas Herodotus'zMows him only a reign of for- 
ty : wherein he is no lefs at variance with himfelf, after laying 
fuch ftrefs on the authority of Herodotus, than he is with that anti- 
ent hiftorian. Thus much we have thought neceflary to fay on a 
fubjeel, which has occafioned endlefs difputes among the learned, 
and hope, that the reader will not think we have trefpaffed on his 
patience, when he reflects, that we have brought within the com- 
pafs of one note what has fupplied matter for whole volumes. 

{94) See Lenglet. Mctbode four etudier Vhift. Tom. 1. p. 322. 
(95) SetF. Tournemine differ tat. 10. ad cole em Menocbii. 
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SECT. I. 

The Defcription of P e r s i a. 

THIS country,- like many others, has in different ages j ts 
been called by different names, and tho' to fome tht nan 
fettling of thefe may feem a dry and ufelefs tafk, yet, 
inafmuch as the fubfequent hiftory will be much enlightened 
thereby, we fhall give the reader as diftinft and accurate an 
account of them as we can. ThAnoft antient name of Per- 
fia is that by which it is called by Mofes >, viz. Elam, or, 
as fome write it, /Elam, from Elam the fon of Shem> the fa- 
ther of its firft inhabitants, b Herodotus calls its inhabitants 
Cepbenes, and in very antient times the people c of this coun- 
try are faid to have called themfelves Artai, and the region 
wherein they dwelt Artea. In the books of d Daniel \ *Ef- 
dras, &c. we find it called Paras, agreeable to the Per- 
fian denomination of Pars, or Phdrs, whereby the proper 
Perfia is called at this time. It has been alfo called f Acha- 
menia and Arfacia from its antient kings. In g Oriental wri- 
ters it is called Agjem, Iran, and Shabiftan, that is the do- 
minions of the Shah. It is true, that, Aridity fpeaking, Acha- 
menia and Iran are not general names of Perfia, but rather 
of parts thereof, yet, as"they are frequently ufed in authors 
to fignify that country which we call Perfia, they may well 
enough be comprehended in this lift of names (A). 

The 

*Gbnbs. x. 22. xjv. i. Jhrem.xxv. 25. Joseth. Antiq. 
lib. 1. c. vii. bPol. cap. 17. 'Hyde Relig. vet. Perfar. 
p. 413. a vi. 28. « 1 Esdr. vii. 4. f Ho rat. lib. iii. 
Od. 1. OviodeArte, lib 1. v. 226. * Hr de Hbi fupr. 

Voyages du Chard in, torn. III. p. 2, 3. 

(A) The bell commentators, agree, that the Elamitts, who were 
the ancclton of the Ptrfimu wore defcendod, fnw Elam the i'om 

of 
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The extent of P<?r/fa has been in different ages as. various 
as its names, Ptolemy h bounds it thus : on the north it hath 

Madia , 

k Geogr. lib. vi. c. 4 

* 

of Mm, and thus much ha? been after ted and proved, as far as the 
nature of the thing would admit, incur firft volume (1). It ifr 
likevvife allowed, that the moft antient among the infpired writers 
conftantly intend Perfia when they fpeak of Elam and the kingdom 
of Elam. Thus, not to detain the reader with unneceflary quota- 
tions, when the prophet Jeremiah, after denouncing many judg- 
ments again II this country, adds thefe words : But it Jhall come to 
pafs in the latter dap that I voill bring again the captivity of Elam, 

faith Jehovah (2). He is always underftood to mean the reftora- 
tion of the kingdom of the Perfians by Cyrus, who fubdued the 
Babylo?tians, as thefe had before fubdued the Perfians, and made 
them fubjefi: to their empire (3). As to the word Q^t) Paras, au- 
thors are not very well agreed as to its etymology or iignificatioh, 
fame are for deriving it from the Arabic word Phdris which fignfiies 
a horfe. Some Perfian hiftorianb fay that Phars is a proper name, 
and that theperfon fo called was the foil of Arfbam % - i.e. Arphaxad 
the fon t of Shem s others make this Phars the fon of Japhet,kc+ 
Some again, who fcem to be neareft the truth, fay that he was the 
fon of Elam fhc fon of S hem (4A It is evident, however, that the 
Greek word Pcrfis and the Latin word Perjia are derived from this 
oriental denomination, and not from this country's being con- 
quered by Per feus. The name Artai is thought to be derived from- 
the Perfian word Ardor Art, which fignifies ftrong, brave, magna- 
nimous * intimating that the people of this country were fuch m 
their difpofitions Aehrvmenia, as (6) Stephanas Byxantius in- 

forms us, was only a part of Perfia (7), Strata fays nearly the fame 
thing, yet fometimca it is ufed to fignify Perfia in general, as par- 
ticularly by (8 J Herodotus, who makes Cambyfes in an oration call 
his people Achcsmenid**:. In the Armenian language Perfia > as I 
have faid, is 1U led, Shahifldn, i. e. the country of the Shah 
(9), The Arabians gave the name of Ageme/laan to Perfia, becaufc 
in their language Agem fignifies fir anger or rather Barbarian, which, 
with great modefty, they impoie on every other nation but them- 
felvc:;. Hence the diflinciion of Arak-arab and Arai-agem, which fig- 
nifies as much as the Towns of the Arabs, and the Towns of the Bar* 
harians. The Perfians them fc Ives call their country generally Iron// p 
and Iran, for this rcal'on ; they fay, that under the reign of king 
Ejfrafiab their empire contained all the countries between the Cafi 
pian lea and China, This monarch divided his mighty empire into 

( 1 ) P- 3^0. (2) Jeremiah xlix. 39. {^Poli, Synop. Critic. Lo>wth 
en Jaem. xlix, 39. (4) Hyde Ret. 'vet* Pcrf. c. xxxv. p. 4.1 S p 419. 
( c 1 Ibid, p 4 1 3. ( 6) Apud Hyde tibijupr. ( 7) lib. XV. p. 

500. ['I) Clip, p. 195. (y) Hyde, p. 413. 
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Chap. : i i . • 9te Hiftery of the Pcrfians. 409 

Media, on the eaflf Carmania, on the weft Sufiana, on the 
ibuth the Perfian gulph, but this relates to Perjia as a pro- 
vince. We confider it in another light, and therefore, to 
fpeak as clearly and diftin&ly as we may, let us firft aflign 
the boundaries of the Perfian empire as they flood antiently, 
when it extended fartheft, let us next fettle the boundaries of 
the modern Perfian empire, and thirdly, let us review 
the feveral provinces mentioned by antient writers, and, as 
we go on, take fome account of the condition they are now in. Boundaries 

As to the antient empire of the Perfians it reached inlength, 
from the Hellefpont to the mouth of the river Indus, about 
2800 Englijh miles, in breadth, from Pontus to the mouth 
of the Arabian gulph, about 2000 miles ». 

The k modern Perfia, that is the dominions of the Per- 
fian crown, extends in length, from the mouth of the river 
Araxes to the mouth of the river Indus, about 1840 of our 
miles, and in breadth, from the river Oxus to the Perfian 
gulph, about 1080 of our miles, bounded thu9 , on the north 
by the Cafpian fea, the river- Oxus, and mount Caucafus \ on 
the eajl by the river Indus and the dominions of the great 
Mogul, as he is commonly called ; on the fouth by the Perfian 
gulph and the Indian ocean, and on the weji by the domini- 
ons of the grand Siguier (B). 

In 

1 Cluvbr. Geogr. lib. v. c. 13. k Cluvbr. ubi fup. 

two parts, calling that on the other fide of the river Oxus Tour an ; 
and this Iran, i. e. on the other fide of the river ; and on this fide of 
the river, whence in the antient Perfian hiftories Key Iran and Key 
Tour an fignifyed the king of Perfia and the king of Tartary ; at 
this day the Perfian monarch is ftiJed Padcha Iran, and the grand 
vizier of Perfia, Iran Medary x i. e. the pole of Perfia (10). 

(B) The ingenious Sir John Chardin tell* us, that 44 Perfia is the 
" greateft empire in the world, if we confider it according to the 
€t geographical defer i prions of the Perfians \ for they reprefent its 
44 ancient boundaries to have been the four following great fea* 
" *vix. the Black fea, the Redfea, the Cafpian fea, and the Perfian 
44 gulph, and alfo thefe fix rivers, almoil as well known as leas, 
* 4 Euphrates, Araxes, Tigris , Phafus, Oxus, and Indus. It is indeed 
" irapoffible to mark preciiely the limits of this vail kingdom ; for 
" it is not with it as with the dominions of fome petty ibvereigns, 
*' where a rivulet or a pillar marks the frontier. Perfia has on every 
44 fide a fpace of three or four days journey utterly uninhabited, 
44 though the foil is in fome places the bed in the world ; the Per- 
4< fians look on it as a mark of true grandeur ; the leaving fuch de- 

ferti between great empires, hinders, fay they* all difputes a- 



l c Chardin voy. Vol. III. 5 . 

Vol. IV. F f f *< b*ui 
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Sedrofia. Itf, one account of the provinces, into which the country 

-we are fpeaking of w^s, antien^ly divided, we lhall hogm 
yffith Qedrofia, mentioned by. jpiinf* Sjtrabo* and other . wri^ 
ters K It is bounded, on the wefjb by Car mania r on the north 
by Drajigiana and Arachofia? on the eaft by Guzarat <* 
province of India y on the fouth by the Indian ocean; it i$ 
galled at pcefent Makran 9 of old it was inhabited by the. 
Arbittf^ ParftraSy Mufarnai^ and the Rhamruo ; its princi- 
pal cities were Pa/is* Arbis r and CW, Ptolemy places here 
a celebrated Emporium, called the haven of women. The 
principal modern cities are ro Firhk y Qhalaky and the Por* 
of Guadal (C). 

1 See note (C). » Voyage* de Tavernier, li\*. it. ch. i . 

bout limits, and they ferve like walls to ieparate one kingdom^ 
" from another. The feas and rivers before mentioned are far 
M from being the boundaries of Perfia at this day, yet the Iateft 
" Perfian writers defcribe always their empire within thefe limits i t 

for they inlift, that of right all the countries between them be- 
*? long to them, and that they want only fuch another brave king 

as. Abbas the great to reftorethem to the poffeflion of their an dent 
" territory. Perjia y in the ftate I faw it, taking it from Georgia, 
** i. e. from the 45th deg. of latitude to the 25th, and from the 
" river, htdus, to, the mountains of Ararat* that is from- the 77 th to 
" the 1 1 2th degree of longitude, contains in length about 550 

P.crjuw, leagues which make 750 French leagues, and in breadth 
" about 400 (11)". We have chofen to make ufe of the teftimony. 
of this traveller preferable to others, becaufe he feems to have 
taJcen. great pains in the defection which he has given us. of this 
country ; and fmce it mult be allowed, that his long (lay therein, his 
great parts, and general knowledge- qualified him perfectly for fuch 
a>, work, if we cannot credit him, it is hard to know on. whom we 
may rely. 

[CJ As it would have fweiled this chapter to an exceffive bulk, 
if, we had in the text been very particular as to the refpe&ive pro- 
vinces of Perfia, fo to avoid obicurity on the other hand, we have 
thpught it neccfiary to add fuch a defcription of each province in 
thefe notes, as may f ufhee to give the reader a competent idea of 
its fituation, extent, and productions. This being premifed, let us 
proceed in the order obferved in the text. 

Tho* Gcdrojia be conftantJy fo called by Strabo and Ptolemy, yet 
[\z) D iodor us Si cuius, (1 3) «S uidas , and fome manufcripts of Ammi- 
anus Marcellinus (1^) read Cedrofia. The extent of this province 

(11) Chardin. Voy. Tom. iii. p. 2. ( 1 2) lib. xviii. c . 6. (13) In 
verb. Ktofur'tct. O+) In Edit* Valtjii, p. 369. 
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Car y divided into Carmania the deferl^ and Car- Carmank** 
mania proper, • Carmania the defert is bounded on the north 
by Partbi** on the weft by. Per/is* on the baft by Drangiana^ 
oa the fottth by Carmania proper* * Car mania proper hath 
On the fo#th the Indian ocean* on the weft Perfis and the gulph 
of Perfia 9 on the eaft Gedro/ia 9 and on the north Carmania 
the *£f/*r* $ it contains the modfern provinces of Khirman and 
Qrmus 9 it was inhabited by the Ifaticha? 9 Zuthi 9 Gadanopy* 
dres, Camehkfei 9 Agdoniies 9 R&iedf'aHar, Ares, Charade* Pa- 
fargada 9 ArfiioZ&i ; its antient cities Were CarnranaT, how 
Khirman^ ftill a confiderable place^ and famous for the fey- 
inetarS made there, Alexandria built by Alexander the great, 
Arntuza or Ahntt±um, on the ihore of the gulph, giving namfe 
to a promontory, and to the ifland of Ormuz. The modern 
places of note befides are Khirman, p Bermazir, Kuhejlek 9 
and Iafquez 9 which gives name to a cape or promontory ftioot- 
Jng into the Perfian gulph (D). 

Drangiana 

■ Ptoju. lib. vi. c. 6. « lib. vi. c. 8. * Ta vbrn. Voy. 
J. iv. c. i. 

jcannot eafily be aligned, becaufe though in general terms its boun- 
daries be pretty well fettled, yet how to fix thefe at this diftance of 
time is a que&on not readily refolved. Mount Beeius, or rather a 
ridge of mountains, runs through the middle of this province, and 
from them ipririgs the celebrated river Artie or Arabis, which after 
a fhort courfe runs into the Indian ocean. At the mouth of this ri- 
ver flood the Tvtcuxm of Ptolemy (15), mentioned alfo by Ar- 
rian in his Indian hiftory ; who tells us, that this place was fo called, 
becaufe originally it was governed by women (16). The foil of 
this province was Tandy and barren, very deficient in water, and the 
air intemperately hot, fo that Alexander** army fuffered exceffi vely 
here, notwithf|andjng they built their huts with aromatic wood, 
and met with fpices in profufion ( 1 7). Ptolemy mentions two iflands 
dependent on this province, Aftea % and Codane (18) ; Arrian* fpeafc- 
ing of the voyage of Nearebus, tells us he obferved feveral 
others (19). 

(D) Though other authors fpeak of Carmania in general, yet 
Ptolemy makes not only the difference before noted in the text, but 
interpofes the defcription of Arabia Felix between Carmania the de- 
fert and Carmania proper. As to the firft, it is very truly what (20) 
Ptolemy calls it, having in it fcarcc a town or a village, its foil an 
unhofpitable fand ; its air hot and unhealthy, and the whole pro- 
vince in a manner dedicate of water ( 21). Carmania proper is a 
better country, having in it feveral river;, particularly the Andamit 

(15) lib. vi. c. 2 1 . (16) c. xxii. ( 1 7) Stralo. ^ ■ 8) MM 

fupra. (iQ)Wji. Indie, p. 366. (20) lib. vi. c . 6. (21) lib. 
vi. c . 8. 
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Drangian* * Drangiana^ bounded on the fouth by Gedrofia^ on the 

eaft by Aracbojia^ on the north by Aria, on the weft by Car- 
mania the defert, derived its name, as fome fay, frem the ri- 
ver Drangius, and is called by the fliodern Perjians Sigi/tan j 
it was antiently peopled by the Daranda and the Batrii, 

* Ptol. lib. vi. axix. 

mentioned by (22) Pliny and (23) Ptolemy, it is, however, moun- 
tainous, though with this advantage, that thefe mountains have 
mines of copper and iron ; the people antiently, however, lived 
in no very defirable condition, if the defqription given us by Pont' 
fomus Mel* be true, The Carmanian$ % faid he, have neither fruits, 
4t nor raiment, nor houfe, nor cattle, but cover themfelves with 
** (kins of fifh, and feeding; on them for the fnott part, the bodies 
«« as well as heads of thefe people are covered with hair (24)". 
It may be, Pompom us Mela confounds thfc Carmanians with a nation 
inhabiting the lea coal!, and called from their manner of living 
Icthyopkagi, mentioned both by (25) Strabo and (26) Arrian 9 and 
who are faid not only to have fed on fifh but to have creeled huts 
with their bones. Ammianus AlarceJlirms gives Carmania a 

better character. At this day this province is particularly remarka- 
ble for producing fheep which bear the fineft wool in the wo rid ; 
they have this peculiar property, that having fed upon new grafs 
from January to May their fleece falls off of itfelf, and leaves the 
Iheep quite naked ; the wool being gathered and beaten, the coarfe 
breaks, and the fine only remains. The Gaurs have the whole ma- 
nufacture of this wool in their hands, which conflfts chiefly in gir- 
dles much efteemed through the eaft, and in a fort of ferges, which 
are as foft and almoft as fine as filk (28 J. Dependent on this pro- 
vince is the little, but famous, ifland of Ormus, in compafs about 
20 miles, ftony and full of rocks, barren and deftitute of all ne- 
ceflaries except fait, of which there is fuch plenty and fo hard, that 
it is faid houfes are built thereof. The foil is compofed of a white 
fand, formerly imported into Europe. Water (except fuch as after 
rains was preferved in crfterns) it had none, fo that even in its moft 
flouriming times, when it was the emporium of this part of the 
world, its inhabitant* had not only their victuals, but the very wa- 
ter they ufed, from the continent ; the air in fummer exceffively 
fultry, fo that people were forced to live in grots, and to lie in wa- 
ter [29). At prefent there is nothing- on it but a fort ; but of its 
antient kingdom, and of the leveral revolucions which happened 
therein, we fhail not fail to treat in its proper place. 

(tt)Mb.v\. e. 23. (23) Ubi fupra. (24) De fitu orbit. 

fib. iii. c. 8. (25; lib. xv. [ 26 , Hijt. Ind. c. 29. ( 27) lib. 
XX in. (z%) Tavrrnier in Harrises Co/lcfiion 9 Vol. IT. p. 307. 
(:.()) Mi*dilllo y s Travels in Harris's col left ion, VoL II. p. Ii8. 
Vomer 9. ttt the fame Vol. p. 547. 

Ptolemy 
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Ptolemy reckons ten confiderable cities in this province, the 
mod famous of them were Ariafpe and Praphthafta, the 
towns now of note are r Si/lan, fuppofed by fome to be the 
antient city laft mentioned, Chalak, and Kefs, f Some wri- 
ters, fpeak of a certain valley in this province called Mu}ebet y 
improved by a prince called Aladin into a paradife, though 
for very bad purpofes (E). 

Arachojia, bounded on the weft by Drangiana, on the 
north by Paropamifus, on the eaft by the river Indus, on the 
fouth by Gedrofia ; its modern name is not well fettled, in- Arachofia 
habited of old by the Arimafpi, who were afterwards called 
Margyeta, and then Euerget*, the Sydrl 9 Roplut* y and 
E$rt& 9 Ptalemy reckons up thirteen cities in this province, 

r Tavirn. voy. ubifupr. f See note (E). 

(E) Strafa (30), Ptolemy (31% and P/my(jz\ agree in calling 
this province Drangiana ; Diodorns calls it Dr angina, and its in- 
habitants Drangi (33). A ridge of mountains, the principal of 
which is called Bagous, runs through this country, and from thence 
fome have fancied that there ran a river called Drangius, from 
whence this country took its name, but of this there is no certain- 
ty ; the province is not large, and every where hilly, far from a-^ 
bounding with any rich commodities, and therefore never very fa- 
mous either in antient or modern times, but chiefly atprefent from 
its being reported to have been the birth-place of Rujlan, the cele* 
brated hero of oriental romances. As to the valley of Mulebet, or 
paradife of Sultan Aladin, mentioned above ; its hjftory runs thus : 
A petty prince of this name caufed this valley to be adorned in the 
mod elegant manner he could contrive, furniming it efpecially with 
airy pavilions, fine women, rich merbets, and delicate provifions ; 
he then {hut up its entrance with a ftrong fore, and whenever he 
had any dangerous exploit to perform, for it feems he was but a 
kind of free booter, he chofe out fome ft rong, able, young man, 
and having firft got him to drink to fuch a degree as to loie Jus fen- 
fes, he caufed him while in that condition to be removed into this 
paradife of his, where having fuffered him to remain for two or 
/three days, he then directed \\\m to be lulled afleep in the fame 
manner, and fo fent home to his own houfe, then, under promife 
of fending him for ever to dwell in that Paradife, the joys of which 
he had tailed, Aladin quickly drew the deluded wretch to perpe- 
trate the mod barbarous ancl bloody fads that cou!4 be thought 
of (34). 

(30) Lib. xv. p. 497. (31) Lib. v\ e 19. (32) Lib. vi. 

f- 2 3- (33) LM> * v ii- (34) *>enet, of. Purchases 

filgrim, B. iv. cb. 6. p. 31 7. 

we 
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«re fball content our&Ives with mdntiooiftg only three ; 
chat us built on a lake of the fame name by the fmmous &ar* 

ramify who is laid to have given it the name of Gophes 5 j/* 
Uxandria built by Alexander the Gifat f and by fbme thought 
to be the fame with the city now called Gflfo/ c ; Arbatu Sap* 
pofed to have derived its name from fome of the Jrings of Par 4 
thta called Arbates. As tp modern towns of note we know 



©£ none (F) 

ParopamifuS) 

* See note (F) f 

a 

(F) It ia on the authority pf Monf. Ta^ firmer that we have tt>fd 
our readers there are now no towns ofhote in this province (3$), 
by which we mean, none that are ejra&ly known to Hand within 
the limits of the antienjt Arachvfia ; lio.weyer, finee feme writers 
are pofitive, that the antient city of Aratfctnt or rather Arachotos, 
for it is a Greek appellation, was feared where now ftands th* city 
©f Cabul (36), we will take this Opportunity of inferring a dc- 
fcription of that city and the parts adjacent, which may perhaps 
prove as ufeful, and mutt of neceffity be more entertaining to bur 
readers, than a dry recital of the conjectures of geographers re- 
lating to this province. •* Caboul is a large city, the metropolis of 
f« the province of Cahoulijian, 6r OAouJ, and hath two caltteswell 
c * fortified, and becaufe feveral kings have held their courts there, 
u and many princes fucceffively have had it for their portion, 
*i there are a great many palaces in it 9 it lies in 33 deg. of nortfc 
latitude. The mountains about it produce plenty . of Miroba- 
lam ) which from thenee the eaftern people call Caiufy, feveral 
* ( forts of drugjj, and fome fpftes, which with the iron mines in 
them yield a great profit to the inhabitants* In this town they 
maintain a great tr.ade with Tarfary, the country of the VJbech % 
*' and the Indies. The UJlech alone fell yearly in this town above 
fixty thoufand horfcs, and the Per/tans bring hither great num- 
bers of (heep and fttjier Cattle, by which means they are much 
" enriched. Wine, is tp be had, and provilions are cheap, tho' 
the country about it is but cold an4 barren, unlefs in fome places 
which are (helier^d by the mountains, being rendered little the 
more fruitful by the two rivers that water it, and have their fource 
41 in the mountains. From this province eipeciaily come the large 
canes of which they make hafterts and lances ; and they have many 
grounds planted with them. The inhabitants of the city and 
province are moft of them heathens, and therefore in all towns 
and villages are many pagodi. They reckon the months by the 
moons, and with great devotion celebrate the feafr called Houly t 
which lalb two days, at the full moon in February. At this 
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JfowpawfiM* bounded oiv the weft by A*ia r on tfce north Paropami- 
b,y fy&rm. Qnth^caft by the dominions of the Mogul, on ius - 

foudh by Afochofk. It ia caHed by the moderns 0 
lejlan^ iaduding lUeewife the kingdom: of Camdabar ; its< an- 
tisnt inJ^&itaats were fihelMt'te, Ari/lophili y Jmhant* r Pa» 
rictte and Parjil i its chief cities. Qrtofpanum and Naulibh ; 
modem cities there are many of great note, fuch as Beckfabaty 
Ajbc* ftrengthened with one of the fineft caftles in- 

Perjhy and adorned with various beautiful Karawanferas (G). 

«. T^vfcR*. Voy. ubi fupr. w Tavern. Voy. Tom, I. I. 
Hi. p. 394. 

*« feaft they are all cloathed in a dark red, and aft«r they hare 
** prayed in the temple, and made their oblations, they fpend the 
'* reft of the time in dancing by companies in the ftreets, to the 
" found of trumpets, vifiting their friends, and eating together 
'* every tribe by itfelf. The Great Mogul's revenue from this 
if country is 4 or 5 millions yearly (37)". Vet after all it is far 
from being certain, whether Cabul has any thing to do with the 
an dent pro ttnee" of Aracbofia, fince Cabouliftan lies beyond Canda- 
bar, and. is generally reckoned part of the Mogur* dominions, 
(G) The name of this province is differently written, generally 

Paropaytijps* fometimes Parapamifis, and again Paropamijis (38J, 
deriving this denomination from the mountain Paropamifus y which 
is a part of Taurus, but was falfely fliled Caucafus, to flatter Alex- 
ander the Great, that it migjht be faid of him that he had pafled that 
famous ridge of mountains ; a ftrange vanity! and fcarce to be 
credited, if it were not fupportcd by the authority of writers of 
the higheft credit (39). The foil of this country in general is not 
over-fruitful, the province being fuILof hills, cverihadowing the 
valleys fo as to render them cool and pleafant. We have obferved 
above, that the kingdom of Candaboris included within the antient 
province of Paropamifus ; this little realm hath for its capital a city 
of the fame name, which is looked upon to be the belt fortified 
place in all this part of AJia ; as the caravans pafled con/lantly 
through it in going to, or coming from, India, it is confequently k 
place rich and full of trade. Tavenuer has given us an ample de- 
scription of it, at the end of the 5th book of his travels ; as to the 
hiftory of its princes and of the various fortunes it has fufiained, wc- 
fhal! give the reader a diftinc"t view of them, when we have dedu- 
ced the Per/tan hiflpry as low as to the creeling of this little king- 
dom. 

(37) Tavern, in Harris's col/eft. Vol. 77. f. 3;;. (38) Cellar. 
Gcogr. An/iq. Vol II. c. 23./. 719. Strab. lib. xi. p. 348. 

Atrian. Exped. Alex. lib. v. c. J. 
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Ba^ri*. * BaSlriana, or BaStria, now called Choraffan, antient- 

ly inhabited by the Salatara, Zariafpa, Chomatri^ Comi 3 
Acinaca, Tambyzi, Thocara* a powerful people, and feveral 
other nations of lefs note ; it was in the firft ages of the 
world a kingdom, and a very famous one too, in later times 
it boafted a thoufand cities, the chief of thefe were Baftra and 
Ebujmi, both royal cities as Ptolemy tells us, Maracanda and 
Charracharta ; its modern cities of note are alfo numerous, 
hut we flhall not mention them here, becaufe we (hall have 
occafion hereafter to confider this country more particularly. 
Margiana. Margiana, bounded on the weft by Hyrcania, on the 

north by T artary, on the fouth by Aria, and on the weft by 
BaRria ; now called EJiarabad ; it is divided from Tartary 
by the river Oxus, called by the modern Per/tans 7 Ruth- 
. khane-knrkan, inhabited antiently by the Derbicee, the Maf- 
fageta, who came hither from Scythia, the Parni, the Dahar y 
and the Tapurni. * Among its cities of note we may reckon 
Alexandria , one of the fix cities of that name in Perjia, af- 
terwards called Antiocbia, and after that Seleucia, Nigesa, or 
rather Nyfa:a, mentioned by Ptolemy ; as to modern place* 
of note, EJiarabad, Amul, and Damkau, deferve chiefly to be 
mentioned (H). 

Hyrcania. a Hyrcania, bounded on the north by the Cafpianfea, cal- 
led fometimes Mare Hyrcanum from its waftiing the (hore of 
this province, on the weir by Media, on the fouth by Par- 
thia, and on the eaft by Margiana \ called now Mazandran 9 
and including likewife the province of Kylan. The old inha- 
bitants of this country were the Max era, AJiabeni, and 

* Ptol. 1. vi. c. xi. 7 Tavern. Voy. 1. iv. c. I. *Cluv. 
obifupr. a Ptol. 1. vi. c. 9. 

(H) Many antient authors agree in commending the fituation of 
this province, begirt, as it is, with high mountains, watered with 
pjeafant rivers, amongtt the reft with the noble river Ox*s f fo ix» 
moub in Greek and Latin authors. It is likewife celebrated for its 
fertility in vines of fuch an extraordinary fize, that two men can- 
force fathom the trunk of one of them, bearing clufters, fome of 
which are two cubits long. Antiocbus Soter was fo much pleafed 
with the beauty of this country, that he not only built a magnifi- 
cent city therein, but even inclofed the whole plain, watered by 
the rivcrb Arias and Mar gut, with a wall 1 500 ftadia in circuit (40), 
Ejlarabud its prefent capital is chiefly remarkable for the fine drug- 
get and other excellent woollen goods manufactured there (41 ). 



(4c) S/rab. lib. xl p. 516. (4.1) Tavern. Vol. 1. />-397. 

Chrindi ; 
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ChrifuH ; fts anficnt capital was called Hyrcania as Well 
the proWriti, nor has it at this diftatice of time much chan 
cd its n*n£, fince it is ftill called Ifyfcan. Tdrtbraciy a very 
ffrorig place at the time Arfates began to Jay the fotiitdatiori 
of his empire. Modern places of note are b Ferfi-abad* £ 
pprf. feated oh a navigable arm of the CafpiaH fea, a fine 
city much frequented by Ruffian merchants, as being not a- 
bove a fortnight's fail from AJiracan ; Giru 9 Thlarapefet 9 
Ciarmafty and Efcref, are al/b places of note in this Cban- 

& Sft Thomas Herbert's Travels in Harris's collect. Vol- 
J P- 434- 

V 

(I) Antient writers agree in. reprefenting Hyrcania as a country 
fi'tficnrt in' wine, wheat, figs, and all other kinds of fruits, here and 
there, hbwiiver, intcrfperied With meadows and pafture land*, and 
hi fom£ plices with the lefs pleafant jfrolpe'd of" thick woods, a- 
boundmg witfh wild hearts of almoft every kind, even to a' proverb 
(42). As to its ; preferi t condition, nothing can be more amazing} 
than the wide difference there is between the accounts given us fcy 
perfona of credit and capacity, and who have had equal opportuni- 
ties of acquiring a perfect knowledge of the things of which they 
difcourfe. The render will the better judge of this, if he takes the 
trouble of comparing the following; paflage, extracted from the tra- 
vels of the dtrke of Holjlein's ambafTadors, with what we mall here- 
after give him front Sir John Cbardin, in fpeaking of the air of Per- 
Jsa. ** ft mufti be confefTed by all th'ofe who have travelled in 
thefe parts, that the province of Kitan is a terreftrial paradife, 
abounding in filk, oil, wine, rice, tobacco, lemons, oranges, 
*' pomegranets, and all forts of other fruits ; the vines (which 
Spread' therhfelves with their branches up the trees) being very 
excellent here, being as big in compafs as a man in the waift. 
The Caff tan fea, as well as the rivers belonging to this province, 
ft afford to the inhabitants prodigious quantities of fifh, as their 
pafture grounds furnifh them with great ftore of cattle, and their 
foreffs with venifon and wild fowl, which makes me admire, 
how John de Laet, who follows the footfteps of Johannes de Per- 
** fia y could afferc with fo much confidence, that Mcffanderan (part 
*' of the province of Kilan) lies under fo cold a climate, that the 
*• fruits there feldom come to full maturity, when it is confefTed by 
all that have arty right knowledge of thofc parrs, that, among 
*' all the provinces of that vaft empire, there is none that challenge 
" prerogative for a temperate and benign air, before that of ftlef- 
** fanderan, which beyond all d'ifpute produces the beft fruits of all 
" Pi fjia. Scbacb Abas was fo well convinced of this point, that 
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c jfria 9 bounded on the north by Margiana and BacJria 9 
on the weft by Partbia and Car mania the de/ert, on the fouth 
by Drangiana 9 on the eaft by Parapamifus, now compre- 
hended under the province of Chorafari ; it was antiently in- 
habited by the Nif*ei 9 Ajlaveni 9 Mufdorani 9 CaJJirota, Obares 9 
Elymandri 9 and the Borgi ; its principal cities of old were 
Aria y feated on the river Arias 9 mentioned by Pliny , thought 
to be the fame city, which is ftill famous under the name of 
fieri, or Herat 9 rebuilt and iplendidly adorned by the fultan 
Heujjien Mir%a 9 Alexandria built by Alexander 9 who fettled 
a coloqy of Macedonians therein, Artacanda, called by d Stra- 
bo Artacana 9 and itaxa (K) . 

* Partbia, 

c Ptol. lib. vi. c. xvii. d Geogr. lib. xv. 

«« he gave the preference in his opinion to this province before any 
« € other of all his dominions, which made him lay the foundation 

of the city of Feraiatb, his ordinary refidence where he died (43). 

(K) It is not- eafy to determine, whether Aria and Ariana were 
the feme province, or, if they were not, how they differed : To 
difcufs fo perplexed a queftion here, and to endeavour to folve what 
to the beft geographers, has appeared an inexplicable doubt, would 
beat once an aclof vanity and raftuiefs. It is better therefore to 
refer the learned reader to the authors cited at the bottom of 
the page, from whom he may receive all the fatisfa&ion the na- 
ture of the thing will admit (44). In our defcription in the text we 
have followed Ptolemy exa&ly, as knowing no better guide, though 
we mud at the fame time allow, that fome things there are in his 
defcription of this province which are not eafily underftood, fuch a« 
the feveral fountains from whence he derives the ftream of the 
river Arias, and the lake which he fays it forms (45). Of the 35 
cities mentioned by that author, we cannot find above five or fix 
mentioned by any other an dent writer, and of thefe the great- 
eft part are found altogether in a paragraph of Ammianus Mar- 
cellhius (46). It was antiently a very populous country, though 
much fubjeft to heats, and intermixed with deferts, heaths and fo- 
refts near the mountains ; however, where the heat of the fun is a 
little rebated, they have very fruitful plains, which among other 
things produce grapes, the wine of which hath fo ftrong a body as 
to keep fourfcore or a hundred years, without diminution of colour 
or flavour. The antient city of Aria, now known by the name of 
Heri or Herat, is flill large and populous. Sir Tbcmas Herbert in his 
travels tells us, that when he was there he found it under a gover- 

(43) Harris's Collet! . Vol. II. p. to i . (44) Cellar. Gcograph. 

Antiq. lib Hi. c. xxii. p. 721. Cafaub. in Strab. lib. x<v. p. jzo. 
(45) lib. *vi, c. 17. (46) lib. x»ii. 

nor 
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c Parthia, bounded on the weft by Media , on the north Parthia. 
by Hyrcania, on the eaft by Aria, on the fouth by Car mania 
the defert, furrounded with mountains, which ferve it for 
boundaries on every fide, at this day called Erak or Arai 9 and 
to diftinguifh it from Chaldaa* which is likewife called Erak % 
this is ftiled Erac-Agami. 

The antient Parthiam f are faid to have been originally 
Scythians* who, banifhed from their own country, fettled 
here and a/Turned this name, which in their own, that is in the 
Scythian language, fignified exiles. Ptolemy reckons 25 large 
cities with this province, and it muft certainly have been very 
populous, fince many cities and 2600 villages were deftroyed 
by earth-quakes. Its capital was Hecatompylos* fo called from 
its having a hundred gates, a noble and magnificent place, 
and fo lucky as fome think, to remain ftill the capital of 
Perjia % under the name of Hifpahan, or rather Spaubatun. 
Modern towns of note are 8 Touchercan, Hamadan* a very 
confiderable place, and efpecially noted for great herds of 
cattle fed in its neighbourhood, producing great quantities of 
butter, cheefe, and hides, Chachan, Com y Casbin>&c. (L). 

Perfts 

e PTdL. lib. vi. c. 5. t Ciuv. ubifupr. g Tavern. 
Voy . V iv. c. 1. 

nor of its own, and adds, that the adjoining country abounds with 
rofes, of which they make a water much ftronger in its fmel! than, 
that made in Europe. There are likewife, fays another eminent 
traveller, admirable tapeftrjes made in the neighbourhood of this 
place, fuch as tranfeend not only the tapeftries of Europe, but even 
thofe that come from the reft of the Perjian looms (47). 

(L) The mighty reputation which the kings of Parthia by their 
military virtues obtained will oblige us to fpeak hereafter of this 
province, more accurately, than in this general defcription of the 
Perjian dominions it was proper for us to do. As to what we have 
advanced concerning the origin of the Partbians y it may not be a- 
mifs to give the reader here the words of that author, on whofe 
authority we took it. " The Parthiam (fays he) are alfo derived 
'* from the Scythians ; for they were exiles of that country, as their 
" very name teftifies. For in the Scythian language hanijhed men 
44 are called Parthians. Thefe, in like manner with the BatJriam, 
44 being by civil wars driven out of Scythia f firft fixed themfelves by 
** ftealth in the country adjoining to Hyrcania, and afterwards ob- 
44 tained by force more extended dominions (48)." Though in 
Uter ages Parthia became the miltrefs of her neighbours, and flmrcd 



(tf) Harris's Coll. Vol. I p. 435. (48 ) Ijidor. Origin, ix. 
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* Ptrfis 9 bounded on the north by Media, on the >vejt by Su- 

ftana % 

h Ptol. lib. vi. c. 4. 

with Rome the empire of the world, yet under the antient Perfian* 
and even under the Macedonian monarchs, it was Co little confider- 
ed, that it remained an adjunct of Hyrcania, and was not made a 
particular province. It is not eafy to fix the derivation of the capi- 
tal of Parfbia ; in antient time, Poly bins feys, that it was called 
Hecatompylos , becaufe all the roads through the Parthian dominioR 
centered here (49). Curt ins fays it was built by the Greeks, but by 
whom, or at what time, he informs us; x ; ot (50J). It fhpuld feem. 
that Hecatomfylos is rather a Greek interpretation of the true name 
of this city, than the real name thereof, but then wtiat name, 
this was in the Parthian language we pretend not to fay, it pot 
having been recorded by any author we have met with . 

In refpedt to what has been obferved in the text of Spaubawn's 
being founded on the ruins of the antient Hecatompylos, there are 
many authorities to bear us out, though I do not find any certain 
grounds whereon to found this opinion ( 5 1 >. It is unanimoufly 
acknowledged, that the prefent city is of no great antiquity, and 
the two parts into which it is divided preferve the names of two 
contiguous towns from the junction of which it was formed. Thefe 
are Heider, and Neamet Olabi. The inhabitants of thefe places, 
nqtwitjiilanding their neighbourhood, bore a mortal hatred to each 
other, which they have tranfmitted to their fucceffors, wjio, tho* 
they live in the fame city, mew notwithftanding, on all public oc- 
cafiops, a warm andjnveterate antipathy one toward* tl>e other. 
Some indeed afcribe this enmity to another caufe, tiey fay, that 
Heider and Neamet Olabi are the names of two princes w|*9 reigned 
antiently over Perjia, and who divided th«i> (ubje£l$ jptp two par- 
ties, which are laid to have fubfiiie^ ever fince, nftt only in Spaa- 
banvn, but in all the towns of Perjia. Such at fay thi$, however, 
own that the city we are fpeaking of was cqiqpofed of two difth.ct 
towns, called by them Dcredechte and Joubare. If npy be wpn- 
ilcrcd, that magijliates in the courfe of ages have not fubducd thefe 
unnatural feuds. An enquiry into the caufe would be impertinent 
here, if the anfwer were not flioit, they have been always indulged 
by the magiftratcs, becaufe thefe quarrels bring them gain (52}. 
Jc is n^t very clear at what time the towns before mentioned were 
imik-d, or when this city received the name by which it is now 
known. Some lay this happened before the reign of the famous 
Tit* u> far, corruptly called Tamerlane, who dcllroyed it twice. 
Certain i; is, that Spaubanvn owes the glory it now pofTcftes to the 
great Sbctb Mas, wlio, after the conquefts of the kingdoms of Lar 

C^q) lib x. c. 2;. ( ?o lib. w 11. (51) Herbert's 

Twels in Harris" $ Collet? . Vol I. p. 431. Holflein Ambaffadors 
Travels in i be fame Coll.-Miw, Vol II p -9. Carers Voyag. torn ii p. 

_ (S2)Tavernier % l'oyag. torn i. I. i<v r. 5. p. 434,* CJmrdm, 
tut*, ii. p. o. Caret i, ubi jupr, Li Brum, Voyag. torn, I. p 197. 

aid 
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on the eaft by the Garmanias* on the 



and Qrmus 9 charmed with the ' fi tuition qf thi* place, made it rh* 
capital of his empire, between the year 1620 and 1628. Tnerp i* 
perhaps no city in the world, the name of which is fo differently 
written a* this of the capital of Bcrfia ( 53). Among Europeans it 
is ufually written Hifpaban, or Ifpaban, it is alfo calle.4 Spaba, Spa- 
chea y Afpaban, Izpaan, and Spabou ; the Nubian geographer calJa 
it Asbabawa, and the Perfiam thetnfelves prop ounce it, as it is 
written in the text, Spaubawn, which orthography we have taken 
the freedom to introduce, iince the beft writers are divided Qn this 
head. Taxoermtr and Sir John Cbardin write it Ifpabav, Pr. Ge* 
melli Carer i, Spabon, M. Li Br**, Spaba* ; hut all thefe author^ 

agree that the inhabitants pronounce it as fettled by us. The etyr 
mology of the word it no le6 difficult to he difcqvered, than the 
manner in which it fhould be wrote. Before the time ofTarncriaw 
it is (aid to have beep called Sipaban* from the prodigious number 
of its inhabitants, Sipe, in thp old Perfic and {Jsbifue language, fig* 
nifying an army, and the plural thereof Sipaban confcquenrly 
fignifying armies. Another derivation there is from an Arabic 
word fignifying a battalien (54) , but it is time to quit thefe dry 
enquiries for fome thing more ufeful, as well as more entertaining, 
fince in the defcription of Perfia it would be an unpardonable fault 
to omit ap exaci atcount of its capital, efpecially fince we are fur- 
nifhed with fuch noble materials, as are to be found in the travel* 
of Sir Tbomas Herbert, the Holftein ambaffadors, M. Ta<vtr»ier % Si* 
Job* Cbardin, Dr. Gene Hi Careri, M. he Brun, and others ; Cbar- 
din and Lg Brun having each of them given us a copious defcription 
thereof, adorned with copper plates, from whence it is as eafy to 
form a juft idea of it as of London or Paris. All who fpeak of Spau- 
ba<wn are agreed, that nothing can be more beautiful in nature than 
thefituation thereof : it ftands in a plain fpacious and fertile, furr 
rounded with mountains, which defend ic alike from the fultry 
heats of fummcr, and the piercing winds of the winter feafon ; 
through this plain run feveral rivers which water Spaubaivn, and 
contribute alike to ornament and uie. The firft of thefe is the river 
Zenderoud, over which there are three fine bridges ; this river takes 
its rife in the mountains of Jayabat, three days journey from the 
city, and is but a fmali ftream of itfelf ; but Mas the Great cut a 
channel, whereby he brought a brifker and more confideraWe 
ftream to fall into this river, that it might benefit his capital the 
more, and by this contrivance the Zenderoud is as broad at $pau- 
banvn in the fpring, as the Seine is at Paris in the winter. Tkp 
united waters of thefe rivers are fweet, pleafant, and wholcfome, 

{^3) Holftein. Ambajfathrs travels, Tavernier, Voyag. ubi fupr. 
Careri. ubi fupr. p. 80. ( 5+) Holftein Ambajfadors travels ubi 

fupr, 

almoft 
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fian gulph, called now Pars, or Fars 9 antiently inhabited by 

the 



almoft beyond comparifon, as indeed are all che fprings which are 
found in the gardens belonging to the houfes of Spaubawjn* The 
river brought by Abas into the Zenderoud is called J/ahmoud, and 
we lhall have occalion to fpeak both of it and the Zenderoud in 
another place. Befides thefe there are two other ftreams, which 
run very near each other, and are both comprehended under the 
name of Abcorrenge : One of thefe is pretty con fid er able, its wa- 
ters being at all time6 deep, and generally fpeaking equal, for 
which reafon feveral attempts have been made to bring it to enter 
the Zenderoud. King Tahmas in the XVIth century expended an 
exceffive fum of money on a projed of this fort without fuccefs. 
Abas the great did the fame thing on another project, but without 
efFedt, which did not, however, difcourage Jbas the fecond from 
twice endeavouring at the fame thing, in which likewife failing, it 
is now looked on as a thing impracticable (55). The extent of 
Spaxshtpwn is very great, not lefs perhaps than twenty miles with- 
in the walls ; they are of earth, poorly built, and fo covered with 
houfes and fhaded with gardens, that in many places it is a dif- 
ficult thing to difcover them ; which is a defect not peculiar to 
this city, but is fhared by moll of the great towns in Perfia, 
whence many travellers have been led to reprefent them as not 
walled at all. The Perfians themfelves are wont to fay, Spauhawn 
Hifpe gehon, i. e. Spauhawn is half the world. It is certainly a very 
large and populous city, but never were there feen wider account* 
than thofe which different authors give us of the number of fouls 
in this city. Sir Thomas Herbert fays, in his time there were 
tz 00,000 (56}. Sir John Char din fays, that fome have reckoned 
eleven hundred thoufand (57) ; but he is himfelf of opinion that it 
5s not more populous than London. At a di fiance the city is not 
eafily diftinguifhed, for the ftreets being many of them adorned 
with plantanes, and every houfe having its garden, che whole 
looks like a wood. The ftreets in general are neither broad nor 
convenient, there being three great evils which attend them ; the 
tirft is that being built on common fewers, thefe are frequently 
broke up which is very dangerous, confidering that mod people 
ride ; the fecond is, that there are frequent wells or pits in the 
ftreets, which are as dangerous ; the third arifes from the people's, 
emptying all their ordure from the tops of their houfes ; the latter 
is indeed in fome measure qualified by the drynefs of the air, 
and by its being quickly removed by the peafants who carry it 
away to dung their grounds. Sir John Chardin reckons eight gates ; 
four looking to the eaft and fouth, and four to the weft and north, 
wrc. the gate of Haj}en-Abad % the gate of Joubare called alfo the 
gate of Abas, the gate of Seidabmedion, the Dervazedeulet that is 



f 



Chardin. V oyag. tot*, ii. p. 2, 3. (56) Uli fupr. (57) 
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the Mefabat<e y Rapfii, Hippophagi* Suzati, Megores y StabaL 
Antient cities of note were Perfepolis* the noble metropolis 
of the antient Perftan empire ; Axima ; Marajium^ called 
now Marazu ; Toace 9 the capital of a diftrift of the fame 
name 5 Pafargada, a noble city built by Cyrus, and honour- 
ed with his tomb 1. As to modern cities there are many of 

great 

1 Tavern. Voyag. torn. 1. 1. iv. c. 1. p. 412. 

the imperial gate, the gate of Lombon, the gate of Tceibi, and the 
gate Deredecbte ; he reckons alfo fix fofterns. Other authors fay 
there are ten gates, but it is agreed, that there is no difficulty 
of entering Spauh&w* at any hour of the day or night. Who- 
ever has a mind to make hixnfelf perfectly mailer of the names 
of the fireets, and even of the houfes of this vaft city, may, 
fatisfy his curiofity, and be very agreeably entertained by perufing 
Char din's elegant defcription ; which is at once pleafant and ex- 
adt, and equally fitted to amufe and to inftrucl the reader. The com- 
pafs of this note will not allow as fo much as to abridge his curious 
defcription, we fhall therefore content ourfelves with mentioning 
only the principal things in Spauhwwn y as they are defcribed by that 
gentleman and M. le Brun. To begin then with the royal palace,, 
which is three quarters of a league in circumference : It has fix 
gates, the firft called A/iKapie, that is the gate of AIL The fecond 
Haram Kape/ie, or the gate of the Strait ; the third Moerbag Ka* 
pefie the gate of the kttcben ; the fourth Gandag Kapejie, or the 
garden gate, through which none pafies but the king himfelf, and 
his kapaters or eunuchs who attend his women ; the fifth Gbajat' 
gonna Kapefie, or the gate of the taylors, becaufe thofe belonging to 
his majefty have apartments near it. The fixth Gbanna Kapejie, or 
the gate of the Jecretary. The grandees of the kingdom, when 
they go to pay their court, generally enter the palace by the two 
gates firft mentioned. The Mey-dotn, which is one of the princi- 
pal ornaments of this great city : It is a grand market 7 10 paces 
long from eaft to weft, and 210 broad from north to fouth. On 
the iouth fide ftands the royal palace, and on the north the Nacbroe- 
cbonez building wherein are placed the king's band of mufic. Oit 
one fide of the Mey-doen ftands the mofque called Sjig~lotf olia, fo 
called from one of their doctors, who is reputed a faint. It has » 
fine dome adorned with green and blue ftones encrufted with gold, 
having on the top a pyramid, on which are placed three balls of 
the fame metal. On the weft fide of the Mey-doen ftands the royar 
mofque extremely magnificent. At fome dirtance from thence ap- 
pears the gate called AH Kapie ; and between thefe ftand a range of 
fine buildings adorned with porticoes full of (hops. The middle 
fpace is taken up in a great meafure with tents, under which all 

(grts of goads *U'C fold ; but diefe are taken away in the evening to 

nuke 
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great rio«, ixtA airftfngtf thcfc Cbiihas, Beriardn^ Lar 9 Bender- 
abaft, or Gothbrooh^ and Behder-cdngo, are reckoned the 

chief (M). 

Sufiana*, 

wake room for the guards, who with their great dogs attend there 
all night long, Iu this fpace the mountebanks erett ftages, diHri- 
bute their packets, and with their antick tricks divert the popu- 
lace. In the middle ftaiids a pillar, on the firasmit of which the 
prizs is placed when tournaments are celebrated here ; this prize 
cdnfifb generally in a cupfof gold, or fomething of the fame value, 
and none arc fuffered to contend fbr it but perfons of very high 
quality. On the feaft of Nouroes, or the beginning of the year, 
all the tents are taken away, and every thing is made clear for the 
more commodious celebration of the caroufajs which arc then per- 
formed in the prefence of the king, who ifi feated in a kind of gal- 
lery or theatre called Ta/at/, very curioufly adorned on the gate of 
Mi. Next to this noble market-place wc ought to mention the 
principal Greet of Spaubavvff, called Cbiair-fatg, i. e. four gardens, 
one of the grandeft ornaments of this city ; the mops therein be- 
ing wonderfully magnificent, and the difpoiition thereof in every ^re- 
fpeft convenient and pleafant. From fhence runs the bridge of 
All&werdie Chan over the river Zcndtr<vadi 9 540 paces long, and 17 
broad, built with large (tones j it has three and thirty arches, fome 
of which are founded on the fand, which is firm and liable ; and 
through thefe, when it is high enough, the water flows. There arc 
ninety three niches upon this bridge, fome (hut, fpme open, and the 
corners thereof are flanked with four towers. It has a wall or pa- 
rapet of brick with openings at certain diftances, which afford the 
finefl profpeft in the world. In the neighbourhood of thfc bridge 
are divers p! eaftrre- ho ufes belonging to the king, and garden's liored 
with fruit trees, and adorned with every thing elfe that can con- 
tribute to the making them worthy of their poffe/Tor. There are 
fome other bridges, mofques, and public flruflures, which deferve 
to be particulariled, if this note were not already too long : Let 
us conclude it then with obferving that the citadel orfortrefs, called 
by the Pcrjlans Tabaroek, is a very mean ftrudlure and in as mean a 
condition, its walls being infuch a ruinous ftate, that though there 
are fome cannon mounted upon them, yet they are never made ufe 
of, from an apprehenfion that the walls would fall if thofe pieces 
were difcharged C?9)- 

(M) This country is very frequently mentioned in antient au- 
thor , and therefore we arc the better enabled to give an account 
of its former, as well as prefent ltate (60). Such parts of it as lie 
towurUs the north arc hilly and barren, bearing neither fruit nor 

(^j) Le Btun. torn. i. p. 198, tsfc. Char din. torn. it. c. \. Cargri, 
tvm ii. I. 1. c 5, o. (60} Strait, /{£. xv. f. 50 1 , P/in. lib. *vi, c. 
xxvi. Ikrtd. c, 1 2 
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* 

Sufiana 1 bounded on the k north by AJfyria^ on the weft Sufiana. 
by Chaldaa? on the eaft by Per/is? on the fouth by the Perfian 

gulph 

k Ptol. lib vi. c. 5. 

corn fufficient for the ufe of the inhabitants ; fome emeralds indeed 
there are found, butof no great value. On the coaft of the Per- 
fan gulph the foil is as bad, though of a different nature, bcinghoc 
and fandy, and producing few other trees than Palms ; bur between 
thefe there lies a rich and pieafant region abounding with corn, 
fruit, and cattle, and better watered, though but by fmall rivers, 
than moft of the other regions within this wide empire. The en- 
trance of this country is narrow and difficult, defended formerly a- 
gainft Alexander die Great by Ariobarxanes, a noble Perfian, who 
gave a check to that conqueror's prbgrefs, and immortalized his 
name by this gallant performance in the fervice of his country. As 
to Perfepolis theantient capital of this province, and of the old em- 
pire of the Perfians, Diodorus Siculus informs us, that it was the 
richeft city in the world at the time that it was fubdued by Alexan- 
der ; whofe foldiers taking it by ftorm put all the men to the fword, 
rifled their houfes, and carried off immenfe quantities of gold and 
filver, Alexander referving to himfelf the treafures in the citadel, 
which had been amaffing there from the time of Cyrus, the founder 
of the Perfian empire. If this author's computation be right, he 
took thence a hundred and twenty thoufand talents of gold ; in fine, 
the fpoil was fo great, that the neighbouring countries were con- 
ftrained to furnifh mules and other beafts of burden, befides three 
thoufand camels, to carry it off ; for he had conceived fuch a diflike 
to the inhabitants of this city, that he was refolved to leave them 
nothing of value; and thus, as the. fame writer obferves, Perfepo- 
lis, once fo famous for its magnificence, became no lefs remarkable 
for its calamity 61). Among the cities of note at this time the 
principalis Scbiras, which, with the adjacent country, is thus de- 
scribed by a famous traveller, in his account of thcu road from 

Spaubanvn to the Indies: 44 From thence (/. e. Tebel minar) to ^cbiras 

" is an hard day's journey, efpecially when the fnow melts, lor then 
4t the road is like a fea. The city of Scbiras, which ma ay wiil 
*' have to be the antient Cyropolis, the metropolis of the province of 
" Perfia^ lies in 78deg. min. long, and 29 dug. 30 min. Inti- 
" tudc. It is feated in a plain, about four league? in extern 
" from north to <outh and about five leagues from call to weir. 
44 Upon the fouth-eafl. h a lake of fait water about (our Icon's 
** in corn pais. The foil about it is very good and fruitful, j. 
*• funou* for the bed wines in Pnfia. The city it!e!f Iv. v ::.«■ 
" handfonic in it, for it look', more like a ruined town 0, ••• - i 
44 lihaa no walls but a badduch, *:id thehoules are bun. : 1 u... 



(Gi) Diod. Sieul. lib. xvii. c. 68. 
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gulph, believed by fome to have been the land of Havilah y 
called now Chufiftan^ inhabited by the nations following, viz. 
the Elymai and Coffau Its capital the famous city of Sufa 9 
the 1 Shufoan of the fcriptures, and Tariana, called by Am- 

mianus 

J Daniel viii. 2. Nehem. i. 1. Esth i. 2. 

*' dried in the fun, and whitened over with lime; fb that when 
*' they are well moiltened with rain, they often fall down of them- 

felves, only the college which Iman Kouli Kan built, and fome of 
" the mofques, are of brick ; and the beft of thefe mofques, which is 
•* called Sba Sbiraquc, is kept in fomething better repair than ordinary 
*' out of a particular devotion ; but there is nothing worth taking 
" notice of in it. On the north-eaft ilands an high mountain, which 
" is covered with feveral forts of fruit trees, of which there are 
" fome orange, lemons, and cyprefles, and at the foot of it a ftone 

bridge, from whence there is aftreet which goes in a ftrait line 
41 qufte through the city. This ftreet is walled on both fides, and at 
" certain fpaces are feveral great gates which have neat little houfes 
" built upon them, from which is a pleafant profpedt, into the gar- 
" dens planted with rows of cyprefles. The ftreets of Scbiras are 
" fomewhat narrow ; but there are fome fair ones, having in the 
" midft of them lovely canals, and bafons of water very pleafant. 
" There are a great many fair covered bazars with great fhopi 
" well furnifhed with ail forts of Indian and Turkifb commodities, 
*• and every commodity has its particular bazar. In the college 

" theie are profeflbrs who have falaries for teaching theology, phi- 
" lofophy, and medicine, and 'tis faid it has fometimes 500 An* 
" dents in it. There are in this city three or four glafs-houfcs, 

where they make great and fmall bottles to tranfport the fweet 
M waters made in this city, as alfo feveral other vefTels to put their 
" pickled fruits in, which they fend in great quantities into India, 
" Sumatra, Batavia, and other places. They make their glafs of 
" a white ftone almoft as hard as marble, which they fetch from an 
" hill four days journey from Scbiras, and 'tis as clear and delicate 

as any glafs in the world. It is wonderful how they blow their 
" great bottles called Caraba t which are a finger thick, and hold 
" near 30 quarts of wine They have no manufactures at Scbiras 
" but a few coarfe painted cloths, and ufed only by the meaner 
' * fort. On the north weft fide is the king's garden called Bay Jba, 
" which is indeed well planted with fruit trees, rofes, and jafimin.% 
" but for want of order it looks like a wildernefs. From this gar- 
" den to the hills is a vineyard, belonging to feveral perfons, two 
" leagues long and one broad, which is watered with the river 
" Bendemh; which is fometimes dry in fummer, becaufc it never 

rains there hut in fpring and autumn. The wines made here 
44 aie the bcil in all /Vjfa, but they make no great quantities of 

them. 
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mzanus Tarjiana m . The modern towns of note are n Aba- 
was, Scabar, Ram-hormus (N). 

There 

« Ap. Cellar. Geog. antiq. lib. iii. c. 19. p. 684. n Tavern. 
Voy. ubi fupra. 

" them, becaufe they are dry and pickle good part of their grapes. 
*' 'Tis an excellent ftomach wine, but very firong, fo that, with- 
out fpoiling the tafte of it, it will carry two thirds of water. 
They fell their wine by weight, and not by meafure, and put- 
ting it in chefts fend a great deal yearly to Sfauharwn and the 
•* Indies. The'peoplf of Schiras are very witty, and moft of ihe 
beft poets in Perftdwere born here. In an antient mofque here 
lies Sebsich Sadi, one of the beft of their poets, whom they ho- 
nour as a faint. The foil about this city is very good and produ- 
*' ces plenty of all things. They have all the fruits that we have, 
*' and oranges and lemons in abundance. They have vaft quanti- 
" ties of rofes, from which they draw fuch great plenty of rofe- 
" water that they furnifh all the Indies with it. They have a 
great deal of corn, but give much to their horfes to be eaten in 
the blade, becaufe they fay that for want of water it would ne- 
ver come to maturity. There is a great deal of opium made at 
" Schiras, for round about the town are large fields fown with 
white poppies ; they have alio ftore of capers which they fend 
into all parts (62). 
(N) Suftana, as defcribed by Ptolemy, includes the province ftiJed 
Ely mats (63^, which Pliny alfo obferves to have Iain within the 
bounds of this province, and to have been diftinguiftied from it 
by the river (64). It received its name from Su/a, the 

capital thereof, once the royal feat of the Pcrjian kings who were 
wont to refide one part or the year here, and the other at Ec- 
latana. Pliny fays, that it was founded by Darius the ion ofHyfta- 
fpes (65); but this is not to be taken flncHy, for certain it is, that the 
Darius he fpeaks of could only be its reftorcr, fince Strabo pofitivc- 
ly affirms, that it was built by Titbonus the father of M emtio n 06) ; 
and Herodotus long before fays, that A'u/a was called the city of Mem- 
non (67). 'Tis difficult to determine whether in pleafantneis, magni- 
ficence, or Itrength this noble city excelled ; feated it was as facrcd 
and prophane authors agree, on the river Ulai or Eul<rus 9 called alio 
the Cboajpes, or rather on the confluence of thefe two rivers, for the 
Eulteus and the Cboafpes^ meeting at Su/a t run together in one 
flream, and are afterwards Itiled fometimes by one name, fometimrs 
by the other. As to its be&uty, Diodorus affirms, that Alexander^ 
when he fcized the palace here, took poflcifion of the nobleit man- 

(62) Tavern, in Harris" s collcflion, Vol. I J p. 344. (6^ Crll.tr. 
Grog. Antiq. lib. iii. c. 19. 5. 2 p. 682. (04.) Hi ft. Nut. lib. vi. 

27. (65) ubifupr* (.66) Geo»r. lib.xv.p. 500. (or) 
Terpfech, e. 54. 
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Curdiftan There are two other provinces of the Perfian empire, 
and Schir- wliich need not be defcribed here, becaufe they have been 
wan, treated of elfewhere already. Thefe are o Curdijian, containing 

the amient Affyria, and p Scbirwan, of old ftiled Media. A 
famous mode; n traveller tells us, that there are reckoned in 
the dominions of Perjiu upwards of five hundred confiderablc 
places, walled towns, and catties, about fixty thoufand vil- 
lages, and forty millions of fouls. 

Climate ^ s to a * r an ^ c '™ ate °f country, confidering the 

great extent thereof, it cannot be other wife than varied, ac- 
cording to the fituation of the feveral parts thereof, fome be- 
ing frozen with cold, and others burnt with heat at the fame 
time of the year, which cannot be fliled wonderful, fince it 
isnatuial, and occa (toned by caufcs for which wc can eafily 
account. • The air, where ever it is cold, is dry ; but where 
it is extremely hot, it is fome times moi-lt : In order to give 
the reader a juft notion of this,- it will be neceflary to ob- 
ferve, that all along the coaft of the Perfian gulph, from 
weft to eaft, to the very mouth of the river Indus, the heat 
is for four months fo exceffive, that even thofe who are born in 
the country are unable to bear it, but arc forced to quit their 
houfes, and retire to the mountains ; fo that fuch as travel in 
thefe parts at that feafen, find none in the villages, but wretch- 
ed poor creatures left there to watch the effe&s of the rich, at 
the expence of their own health. As the extreme heat of the 
air renders it infupportable, fo it-makes it alfo prodigioufly un- 
wliolfome, Grangers frequently falling fick there, and feldom 
cfcaping. The eaftern provinces of Perfta, from the river 
Indus to the borders of Tartary, are fubjedt to great heats, 

0 Ct'jvER Geog. f. v. c. 14. Tavern, ubi fupr. See before, 
p. 123. p Cluver. ubi fupr. Tavern, ubi fupr. See before, 
p. 355, &feq. Chardin. Voy. torn. iii. p 4. 

Con in the univerfe. Here were preferved the records of ihe Ptrfian 
empire ; and here were laid up the treafures of the kingdom, that 
they might be made uie of on any emergency, and not be fquander- 
cd away at the will of the prince. Alexander took from hence 
nine thoufand talents of coined gold, and forty thoufand talents of 
gold and filver bullion (68) The modern name of this celebrated 
ciry differs not much from that by which it was formerly called. 
The city of Sbufiem being by fome travellers conceived to be built 
at leait very near the place where of old flood Sufu {fit)). 

(()$) DioJ.SUu/. lit. xviii. c. 66. (6r) Ttver*. Vojag. torn. 
i t I. iv. c. 1. 
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but not quite fo unwholfomc as on the coafts of the Indian 
ocean and Perfian gulph ; but in the northern provinces, on 
the coaft of the Cafpian fea, the heat is full as great, and, 
though attended with moifture, as unwholfome as on the coaft 
before-mentioned. From Oclober to May there is no country 
in the world more pleafant than this ; but the people carry in 
their faces indelible marks of the malign influence of their 
fummers, looking all of them of a faint yellow, and having 
neither ftrength nor fpirits, though about the end of April 
they abandon their houfes, and retire to the mountains, which 
are five and twenty or thirty leagues from the fea. In a 
word, the unhealthinefs of this place is fo notorious, that 
wherf a perfon is fent to the government of Gh'rfan, it is ge- 
nerally looked on as a kind of difgrace, and the people at 
Spauhawn are apt to ask, whether he has robbed or murdered 
todeferve fuch a comniiffioii. But this moiftnefs in the air 
is 'only in thefe parts ; the reft of Perfia enjoys a dry air, the 
sky being perfedtly ferene, and hardly fo much as a cloud feen 
to fly therein. To fay the truth, the purity of this element 
is the greateft blefling the inhabitants enjoy, deriving from 
thence a clear and florid complexion, together with an excel- 
lent habit of body. It rains feldom, but it does not follow 
that the heat admits of no mitigation 5 for in the night, though 
not a cloud be feen, the sky being fo clear that the ftars alone 
afford a light fufficient to travel by, yet there is a brisk wind 
which lalts till within an hour of morning, which gives fuch 
a coolncfs to the air, that a man may difpenfe with a tolerably 
warm garment. The feafons in general, and in the middle 
of this kingdom, happen thus ; the winter, beginning in No- 
vember and lafting till March, is very {harp and rude, attend- 
ed with froft, and fnow falling in great flakes on the moun- 
tains, but never defcending on the plains. There are moun- 
tains three days journey to the weft of Spauhatun, on which 
the fnow lies for eight months of the year. It is faid, that 
they find there white worms as big as one's little finger, which 
if cruftied feel colder than the fnow itfelf. From the month 
of March to that of May, there are brisk winds, from May 
to September y the air is ferene and dry, refrcflicd by pleafant 
gales which blow in the night, at evening, and morning, and 
in Septe?nber and November the winds blow as in fpring. It is 
to be obferved, that in fummcr the nights are about ten hours 
long, the twilight being very Ihort, which joined to the cool- 
nefe of the nights, renders the heat of the day lb moderate, 
that this feafon is ;is fupportable at Spauhawn as at Paris. 
The great drynefs of its air exempts Perfta from thunder and 

•arthquakes. In ihc fpring indeed there fomctimcs fall* hail, 

i*4 



The Hifiory of the Pcrfians. 



Book I, 



and as the harveft is then pretty far advanced, it does a great 
deal of mifchicf. The rainbow is feldom feen in this coun- 
try, becaufe there rife not there vapours fufficient to form it 5. 
but in the night there are feen rays of light fhooting through 
the firmament, and followed, as it were, by a train of fmoke. 
Tr>6 winds, however brisk, feldom fwell into ftorms or tern- 
pcfts ; but on the other hand they are fometimespoifonous and 

infectious on the fliore of the Gulph^ as all travellers a- 

gree (Oj. 

There 



(O) A to the air and clime of Perfia, we have chiefly followed the 
fo oken commended th'John CbarMiz, but never without comparing 
what he fays with what is faid by other writers the moft efteemed on 
the fame fubject. M Tawernier and he both agree in reporting, that 
at Spauhauon it is ufual to enquire whether a man has robbed or mur- 
dered who is fent to Kilan (70 J ; which makes it the more flrange, 
that intelligent perfons, who have alfo been on the fpor, mould re- 
port directly the contrary, as has been remarked in a foriner note ; 
yet after all fome account may be given of this matter, nay, it is 
to be hoped, fuch a one as will (&ti$fy even a critical reader. 
There are a few months in the year in which the account given by 
Qlcarius hfcill found ltrictly true ; but, alas? the reft of the year 
the people are in a wretched condition, fly from their habitations, 
and fcarce know where to feck for reft. It was in the beft feafon 
of the year that the Holftcin am bailad ors and their retinue crof- 
fed this country, and thus, it feems, it came to pafs, that they 
reprefentcd it as a paradife, not fufpecting that at another feafon 
of the year it could be fo intolerable a place as it really is. As to 
the infupportablc heat at Gombroon^ all authors arc agreed about 
it. M. Tavernier fays, that people often find themfelves (truck by 
a fouth wind in fuch a manner, that they cry, I burn, and im- 
mediately fall down dead (71). M. le Brun fays, that he wa« 
greatly incommoded therewith while he was there, and that the 
people aflurcd him, that the weather was at fome times foexceflive- 
ly fultry as to melt the feals of letters. At this time the people 
go in their ihifes, and are continually fprinkfed with cold water ; 
nay, the interpreter, belonging to M. U Brun and his company, 
had a well in which he palTed fome part of the day. Among the 
inconveniencie- confequent from this malign difpofition of the air, 
one of the moft terrible is the ingendering in the arms and legs a 
kind of long fmall worms which are not to be withdrawn without 
great danger of breaking them, upon which a mortification enfues. 
Our author In.it mentioned has therefore juft reafon to fay, that a 
feverer punifliment could not be inflicted even on a heinous offender 
than the leaving him in fuch a place as this ; and yet, as he obferves, 

(70) Chardin torn. hi. p. 7 .Tavern, torn. i. /. iv. a i p, 414 {71) 
Tm>trn. torn. i. /. v. 4*. ^5. p. 764. 
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There is perhaps no country in the world, which general- Mountains, 
ly fpeaking, is more mountainous than Perfta\ but thefe 
mountains are far from being advantagious, fince many of 
them yield neither fprings nor metals, and but a few are fhad- 
ed with trees. It is true, that many of them are fituated on 
the frontiers, and ferve as a kind of natural baftions or ram- 
parts to this vaft region, and it is very likely contribute in 
other places to make the country wholefome, by Iheltering 
the vallies under them from exceffive heat. On fome of thefe 
hills there is found a fort of mineral fait, which is fold very 
cheap r . As for particular mountains, we have already men- 
tioned moftof them, which deferve to be remembered, in our 
defcription of the feveral provinces of Perjia. 

In refpeft to rivers, it has been already obferved, that, ex- jn wru 
cept the jfraxes 9 there is not one navigable ftream in all this 
country. There are indeed in moft of its provinces fome lit- 
tle rivers which run fhort courfes, and would be more conli- 
derafcde than they are, if through want of water the inhabi-. 
tants were not forced to divert their ftreams, by fmall chan- 
nels, in order to fru&ify their grounds. An eminent travel- 
ler informs us, that this was pradtifed antiently much more 
than of late years, and that from hence in a great meafure 
arifes the mighty difference between the produ&ions of antient 
and modern Perjia. He affirms, that a Perjian of great qua- 
lity, and who was perfe&Iy acquainted with this matter, in- 
formed him, that, within the fpace of 24 years, no lefs than 
fourfcore channels had been choaked up and loft in the terri- 
tory of Tauris f . As to feas, the northern provinces of the 
Perfian empire lie on the Cafpian lake or fea, of which an 
ample defcription has been already given. On the fouth the 
Per/tan more is wafhed by the Indian ocean, and by the wa- 
ters of the Perftan gulph or gulph of Balfora, flowing out of 
the Indian ocean near the ifle of Ormus, from the fouth-eaft 
to the north-weft, having Perfia on the eaft, and Arabia on 
the weft, it runs as high as the antient Chaldaa^ where it re- 
ceives the Euphrates and the Tigris united in one ftream, and 
very few rivers of note befides. It may not be aniifs to take 

r Tavern. Voy. torn. i. 1. iv. c. 1. p. 416. f Tavern, 

Voyag. ubi fupr. 

there arc many people of worth and good fenfe, who for the llik r 
of acquiring large fortunes in a fli nt time, ha/.ard themfelvei hcto, 
and rarely live to enjoy richer when they have got them 7^;. 

(72) La Brun, Voyag. tot*, ii p. }? \ 
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notice here, that the gulph is fometimes ftiled the red fea 9 as 
well as the gulph of Aden (P) 

After 

(P) A6 we have remarked, that there Is not above one navigable 
river in Perfia, the reader need not be furprifed that we fay fb little 
of the feveral Itreams which water that country ; one of them we. 
fhall have occafion to fpeak of under the head of natural rarities, 
- but the river Armxes deferves to be further confidered on account of 
the miftakes which fome writers have been guilty of in relation 
thereto, occafioned chiefly by the giving this name to two different 
rivers ; Olearius give5 us a very diftintt account of this matter, which 
we fhall therefore recite in his own words. " The 17th we crofs'd 
•* the famous river of Area ( Araxes ) by the means of a bridge of 
" boats near Tzanat. Curtius, fpeak ing of this river, in two 
different pafTages, and in a different fenfe, has not a little puzzled 
the antient hiltorians and geographers, who indeed for the moft 
part put it in the fame province, but can^t agree in the defcription 
" of its courfe ; for Cur this in his fifth book puts it in Perju , 
and fays its courfe is to the fouth, whereas in his feventh bcok 
he makes it pafs through Media, and to difembogue in the Cafpian 
fea. Strabo is no lefs dubious and Raderus, endeavouring to 
** dhTolve this knot, by afferting that the river AUdus, before it if 
" joined with the Araxes, has its courfe to the fouth, and after- 
" wards exonorates itfelf into the Cafpian fea, is fallen into a grofft 
?« miftake ; for how is it to be conceived, that the river fhould 
«* make its way through the vaft mountain Taurus, which is fo 
many leagues in breadth, and divides not only all Perfia but even 
AJia itfelf, and fo continue its current from Perfepolis to the Caf- 
pian fea ? The foundation of the whole miftake lay here, that 
there are two rivers which bear the name of Araxes in Perfia, 
one in Media, the other in Perfis ; to the laft, which wafhes the 
* ( walls of Perfepolis, (now called Sebiras') Curtius has left the 
right name of Araxes, but has taken the liberty to impofe the 
name of Tanais upon the Jaxartes, which pafTes through Scytbia, 
*' as he has given the name of Caucafus to the eaftcrn branch of 
** the mountain Taurus, but with what reafon I am not able to dc- 
" termine. That which pafTes through Petfis is by the Perfia ns 
called Bend Emer, from afignal mirac'e there performed by A//, 
and difembogucs in the ocean in the Per fan gulph ; that which 
we fpeak of now keeps its antient name, and rifes out of the 
mountains of Armenia behind the great Ararat, and being joi- 
ned by many other rivers, the chiefeft whereof are Retrofit B 
Sifiki, AVw. and A/ pi, it turns its ciianel near Karafu deep 
4< into the country, and afterwards near Ordabatb falls with a great 
noife, which i* iieard two leagues thence, in the plain of Xokan, 
Its courfe there is very flow, and after having received into it* 
channel about twelve leagues above Tzanat rhe river Cur or 
rm (as large a river as itfelf, coming northward out of Georgia) 

11 exonerates itfelf into the Caspian lea. This iuflicicntly rHu'ea 

2 Pt ■> I em y 



t* 

€€ 
€€ 



ti 
As 

€t 



ti 
4 i 



432 



AftjkRt this account of mountains and rivers, and after 
aiprming that there are many of the former, and but a yery 
few to be met w^h of the latter, the reader will ealily compre- 
hend, that the foil cannot be generally rich or fruitful, but on 
the contrary fandy and barren ; however, here and there, 
there are vallie? fruitful and pleafant enough. The earth in 
fame places is Tandy and ftony, in others heavy and hard, but 
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Ptolemy and thofe who follow his footfteps, who make the draxes 
and the Cyrus fall by two different channels into the Cafpian fea. 
Thus .they would have Cyropotis called Scamacbie, which Maginus 
would infer from the degrees of latitude given by Ptolemy : But. 
according to that fuppofition thefe two rivers muft not be placed 
above, but below the city towards the fouth, it being certain, 
that when we travelled in thofe parts,* we found the conflux of 
thofe two rivers at 39 dog. 54 min. and the city of Scamacbu at 
40 deg. 50 min. which is 1 3 leaguts thence and under another 
meridian. Neither is there any other river within 19 days jour- 
ney of Scamacbis on either fide, which bears the lea/l compar - 
fen in hignefs or othexwife to this river (73/'. We mould not 
have introduced fo long a quotation, if it had not been a matter of 
conference, as will appear in the fubfequent hiftory, where this 
account will ferve to re&ify fome points, which have hitherto con- 
founded even the belt authors. It is but juft to add, that M Le 
Brun in his travels confirms precifely what this author has faid (74% 
As to the Perfian gulph, it is not to be queftioned, but that the 
aixtients fttled it, as well as the gulph of Arabia \ the Red fea ; 
what renders it molt remarkable now is its pearl -fifhery, of which 
no doubt the .reader will exped fome account. They fiih for them 
in many places of the gulph, but especially about the ulands of 
jLabarin. ThisAftery pro4uces a prodigious quantity of pearl, Sir 
Jibn Chard™ fays, more than a natflion in a year ; the largeft weigh 
generally from ten to twelve grains, and if by chance any are ta- 
ken of greater wqgljt, the fitters are directed under great penalties 
to bring them to the Icing's exchequer, which it is, however, belie- 
ved they dp not always do (75). This fifhing is performed by di- 
vers, who, being carried down to the bottom of the fea in five fa- 
thom water, by the weight of a none fixed to their toes, pick up 
there all the (hells they can fee as fait as they can, and put them 
into a bafket they carry dowo with them on purpofe, and then rife up 
again to take breath, and refrefh themfclves with a pipe of tobacco ; 
thofe who are in the boat pull up the bajkets, the divers work 
but from one to eleven, and from eight to three. They fi(h far 
pearls from the end of June to the end of September ; befides the 
pcarl-oy Iters, they catch others in this fea excellent for eating (76). 

(73) dmbajfadortofHolftiiiCs Travels in Harrises Co I left. II. f. 104, 
( 74) Voyag. torn ii. p. 158. (75) Chardin, torn, iii p. 31. (76) 
Tavern, in Harris's CoIl$8> 9. ii. f* 314. 
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every where fo dry that if it be not watered it produces no- 
thing, no not fo much as grafs. Rain is not wholly wanting 
here, but it rains, however very feldom, aftd not enough to 
keep even the heft lands in a condition- of bearing corn or 
fruits without farther help ; and even in the winter the beams 
of the fiin are fo brifk and fo drying, that the rain has not 
much effeft. But wherever the foil is fufficiently moiftened, 
cither by natural or artificial means, it bears wonderfully well. 
If itfhould be afked, how this defcription fuits with what we 
find recorded, in antient authors, of the luxury and prof ufenefi 
of the Perfians , fuch a demand is capable of various anfwers ; 
for firft, Perfia is not now near fo much peopled as it was 
heretofore, and confequently there cannot be fo great a num- 
ber of labourers, whick muft induce barrennefe in a country 
where the foil produces nothing without cultivation. Again* 
it may be faid, that the alteration of government, and of re- 
ligion, has in a great meafure produced this difference, the 
antient kings of Perfia were mild and beneficent to their fufr- 
je£ts, whereas the Mohammedan princes have been always 
proud, overbearing, and cruel. According to the opinion of 
the Pcrfees or Gaurs 9 it was meritorious to render barren fields 
fertile, whereas .the Perfians 9 like other Mohammedans, are 
fatisfied with what good things they find, and will not give 
themfeles the trouble to labour for pofterity. They look up- 
on life as a great road, wherein men ought to content them- 
felves with fuch things as fall into their way, and, in confe- 
quence of fuch notions, there is no great wonder, that fterili- 
ty has enfued* and that modern travellers do not fpeak in th« 
fame language with ^uintus Curtius, Ammianus Marcellinus, 
and other fuch like authors. Sir John Chardiri* therefore deli- 
vers it as his opinion, that if the Turks were to inhabit this 
country, it would grow ftill poorer than it is, whereas if the 
Armenians or the Perfees were to become mafters thereof, it 
would from their induftry quickly recover its antient fplendor. 
It muft not, however, be imagined, that there fubfifts not at 
this day the fame variety in point of fruitfulnefs among the 
provinces of this cxtcnfive country as heretofore. Media, 
Iberia y Hyrcania^ and Ba&ria, are ftill in a great meafure 
what they were, and furpafs mod of the other provinces in 
their Productions ; as along the coafts of the Perfian gulph 
the foil is ftill more barren, cattle lefs plenty, and every 
tiling in a worth condition than any where elfe. Before we 
part with this fubjeft, we think proper to remark, that the 
Perfians arc fo fcnfible of the fnow's fertilizing their land, 

L Voyage torn. iii. p. If. 
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that they examine very curioufly how high it rifes every year, 
there being a ftone on the top of a mountain four leagues from 
Spauhawn, between two and three foot high, over which 
when once the fnow rifes, the Peafant, who firft brings the 
news to court, receives a confiderable reward for his pains u . 
But it is now time for us to fpeak more particularly of the 
productions of the earth. 

Among the trees, the moft common in Perjia y we may frag, 
reckon the plantane, the willow, the fir, and cornil, 
called by the Arabs Seder + and by the Perjians Conor, 
from whence, probably, came the Latin Cornus, and 
thence our cornil. It is a ' received opinion in this country, 
that the plantane has a lingular virtue againft the plague, and 
all other infectious difeafes, and they positively aflert that 
th^re has been no. contagion at Spauhawn j fince the planting 
vaflTiiumbers of thefe trees in its ftrcets and gardens. The 
tree which bears Gall nuts grows in feveral parts of Perjia, but 
particularly in Kourejlan. The trees which produce Gums, 
Majlic, and Incenfe, are found very commonly in moft parts 
of Perjia \ that, however, which bears Incenfe is particularly 
found in Carmania the defert, refembling in form a large 
Pear Tree ; Turpentine Trees, and Almond Trees, with the 
wild Chefnut, are common. The tree which bears Manna 
is alfo frequent, but there are feveral forts of Manna in Per- 
jia \ the beft is of ayellowifh colour and of a large grain, it 
comes from Nichapour, which is a part of Baclria. There 
is another fort called the Manna of Tamarisk, becaufe it is 
athered from that tree ; all the different forts of Manna i 



ufed to the fame end in medicine, and are therefore gathered 
with like care, being efleemed a valuable commodity, as 
well as one eafily difpofed of. The herbs in Perjia, efpe- Herbs ana 
cially fuch as are»aromatic, exceed thofe of other countries ; drugs. 
roots, legumes and falleting are larger, fairer, and better 
tafted than clfewhere, and are eaten raw without danger of 
their creating any crudities in the ftomach. Moft of our 
European roots and legumes flourifh here in great perfection, 
and they would certainly be more cultivated than they are, 
if, as in Europe, men were by religion reftrained from eating 
flefh. As to drugs, Per ft a produces as many as any country 
in Afea ; for, befides Manna, CaJJia, Sena, the Nux Vomica, 
common in moft provinces, gum ammoniac, called by the 
Perfians Oufcioc, is found in abundance on the confines of 
Partbia towards the fouth. Rhubarb grows commonly in 
Corajfan or die antienc Sogdiana, but it is not fo good as tlj.it 
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which is brought from the country of the Tartars^ between 
the Cafpian fea and China, and for this reafon they endeavour 
to confound both under the name of Rivend-tchint , i. e. 
rhubarb of China ; in Goraffan they eat it commonly as we 
do beet-roots. The poppy of Perjia isefteemed the fineft in 
the world, not only in refpedt to its beauty, but becaufe its 
juice is by far ftronger than the juice of the fame plant 
elfewhere, The Perfians call this juice Afioun^ from whence 
our word opium ; the beft is made in the territory of Lingan 
fix miles from Spauhawn, though others prefer the Afioun of 
Cazeron, which is towards the Perjian gulph, as being left 
apt to ingender crudities in the ftomach. Tobacco grows all 
over Perfidy cfpecially about Hammadan 9 which is the antient 
Sufa 9 and in Courejltn near the Perjian gulph, which is 
efteemed the fineft j the Ptrfians themfelves, however, who 
are great fmoakers, prefer what they call Tambacou Inghji r 
or Englijh tobacco, to their own ; but Sir jfohn Chardin fays, 
that this tobacco, which was no other than brazil, being 
kept at too high a price, the demand for it is now quite 16ft. 
Saffron is cultivated in many provinces, and efpecially about 
the Cafpian fea and in the neighbourhood of Hammadan, and 
is much efteemed. The plant called by the Perjians MUtet 9 
and fuppofed to be the lazerpithium or ftlphium of Diofcorides y 
from whence drops the Affa^fostiday is common every where, 
but abounds moft in Sogdiana : there are two forts of it, the 
white and the black, the white is the leaft efteemed, becaufe 
lefs ftrongthan the black j this juice or gum is all over the eaft 
called King j and the Indians con fume vaft quantities of it, mix- 
ing it in all their ragouts and fauces ; it has by far the ftrongeft 
odour of any thing hitherto difcovered, fince places where 
it has been kept will retain its fcent for whole years, and the 
vcflels in which it is tranfported to India are fo thoroughly 
impregnated therewith, that no other goods can be put on 
board them without acquiring its fcent, however carefully 
packed Up. Mummy of both forts is a great Perftan commo- 
dity, the firft is taken from embalmed bodies, or fuch as are 
dried in the funds, the other is a precious gum which diftils 
out of a rock j there are two mines or fources of it in Perjia y 
the one in Carmania the defert in the country of Sar y which 
is the beft ; for it is certain that there is no bruife, cut, or 
wound, which a drachm of this precious gum will not cure 
in twenty four hours. The other mine is in Coraffan y the 
rocks from whence it diftils belong to the king, and all that 
i flues from thence is for his ufe, they areinclofed with walls, 
the gates uf which arc fecurcd by the fcals of the five principal 
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officers in the province 5 once a year each mine is opened in 
their prefence, and all the mummy that is then found, or at 
leaft the greateft part of it, is fent to the king's treafure. It 
derives its name from the Per/tan word Moum^ which figni- 
fies literally an unguent ; the Hi-trews and the Arabs make ufe 
of the fame term : the Perfia:is fay, that the prophet Daniel 
taught them the ufe and preparation of mummy. Cotton is 
very common over all Perjia^ but there is a tree which fome- 
what refembles it, but is by far more rare, which produces a 
fort of filk very fine and foft, and of which many ufes are 
made. Galbanum is likewife common in this country, toge- 
ther with the vegetable alkali, and many other drugs which 
do not defer ve to be mentioned here *. 

Is fpeaking of the fruits of Perfta^ melons certainly claim Ft 
the firft place, they have above twenty forts of them here, 
the firft are called Guermec, i. e. forced by beat ; they are 
round and fmall, a fpring fruit, infipid in the mouth, and 
confequently no way pleafant, the people, however, fancy 
theni prodigioufly wholefome, and on their firft coming in 
eat, for a fortnight or three weeks together, twelve or thirteen 
pound weight each day ; nay an author of good credit and a 
phyfician fays, that fome eat thirty pounds of them at a meal 
without feeling any inconvenience therefrom. For four 
months in the year, in which melons are common, the com- 
mon people eat hardly aijv thing elfe, and Sir John Chardin 
fays that they eat more or them in Spauhawn in a day than 
throughout all France in a month j the beft grow about a 
little borough called Craguerde on the borders of Tartary^ 
from whence, though it be thirty days journey, they are 
brought to Spauhawn for the ufe of the king. The people in 
general are fo fond of melons, that they take great pains to 
preferve them in certain repofitories during the laft months 
of the year, and even till the guermec are again in feafon. 
After the melon the raifin deferves our notice, of which 
there are twelve or fourteen forts in Pcrfta^ the moft efteem- 
ed are the violet, the red, and the black, they arc fo large 
that one of them is a good mouthful ; they preferve grapes all 
the winter in Perjia 9 putting them up in paper bags on the 
vines, in order to preferve them from the birds. In Cour- 
de/ian, and about Sultania where they have abundance of 
violets, they mingle their leaves with the dry raifins, which 
at once give them a fine tafte, and render them the more 
wholefome ; the beft grapes in the neighbourhood of Spau- 

* Tavern, voyag. torn. i. liv. c. z. p. 418. Ckardih. torn, 
iii p. 12. Car Kit 1. torn. ii. p. 809. - 
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bawn are found on the vines belonging to the Gaurs or antient 
Per/tans, for they, being permitted by their religion to drink 
wine, take the more pains in cultivating thefe trees, which 
for the fame reafon are negledted by the Mohammedan Perfians. 
The dates of Perfia are without comparifon the richeft in the 
world, their fyrup being fweeter and more pleafant than vir- 
gin honey, the beft grow in Courefion, Stftan, about Per- 
Jepo/is 9 and the fhore of the Perftan gulph, and particularly at 
Jarony a town in the road between Schiras and Lar ; 
Grangers, however, ought to eat very moderately of this 
fruit, otherwife it is apt to overheat the blood, fometimes to 
fuch a degree as to create ulcers, but the inhabitants never feel 
any fuch inconvenience. Dates grow in clufters on the palm- 
tree, which is the higheft of all fruit- bearing trees, and has no 
branches but at the very top ; it produces fruit at fifteen years 
growth, and continues bearing till it is two hundred years 
old. All our European fruits grow in great perfection here ; 
their apricots are excellent and of feveral forts, nedtarines and 
peaches weigh fometimes fixteenor eighteen ounces each, they 
break cafiljr, and what is very extraordinary, the ftone opens 
at the fame time die peach is broke, and discovers a kernel ex- 
tremely white, and of a tafte the moft delicious that can be 
imagined. The Perftan pomegranates grow of feveral colours 
and in the higheft perfection, fome of them weighing a full 
pound ; to fum up all, it may nof be amifs to mention the 
particular places where the feveral kinds of fruit are held moft 
excellent ; apples and pears grow to the higheft perfection in 
Iberia, dates in Carmania, pomegranates about Schiras, o- 
ranges in Hyreania y and all (brts of things in BaSlria, which 
produces finer and fairer fruit than any other country in the 
world ; but it is particularly renowned for its onions, at once 
prodigioufly large, and fweet as apples j piftaches, almonds, 
hazels, filberds, and figs abound, and Sir John Char Jin tells 
us, that, at an entertainment near Spauhawn, he faw fifty 
feveral kinds of fruit provided for one defert w. 

The grain moft common in Perfta is wheat, which is 
wonderfully fair and clean, as for barley, rice, and millet, 
they make bread of them in fome places, as in Courdeflan, 
when their wheat bread is cxhaufted before the return of har- 
vcft. They do not cultivate in this country either oats or 
rye, except where the Armenians are fettled, who make great 
ufe of the latter in Lent. Rice is the univerfal aliment of all 
forts of people in Perfia \ for this reafon they arc extremely 

"CriAKDi*. torn. in. p. 23, Taverw. obi fupr. Carer r, 
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careful in its cultivation j for after they have fown it in the 
fame manner with other grain, they in three months time 
tranfplant it rpot by root into fields which are well watered, 
otherwife it would never attain that perfection in which we 
find it there, fince it is fofter, fooner boiled, and more deli- 
cious to the tafte, than the fame grain in any other part of the - 
world : it may be its tafte is in fome meafure heightened by 
a practice they make ufe of to give it a glofly whitenefs, viz. 
by cleanfing it after its being beaten out of the hufks with a 
mixture of flour and fait *. 

There are in Perfia all the forts of flowers which are to p/ owsr , 0 
be found in Europe, but they are not equally common in all 
the provinces of this empire ; for there are fewer forts of 
them, and fewer of each fort in the fouthern provinces than 
in the reft, exceflive heat being more deftructtve to them 
than froft, which is the reafon that in India they have fewer 
than in Perfia \ and that thofe in Perfta have more vivid and 
delightful colours than thofe either in India or in Europe* 
Hyrcania in this refpe& excels the reft of Perfia, as much as 
Perfia does other countries ; there are there whole forefts of 
oranges, the jeflamin Angle and double ; and there all the 
flowers we have in Europe, with many we have not, are pro- 
fufely fcattered by nature. The moft eaftern part of this 
country, which is called Mazenderan, is a perfe& parterre 5 
from September to the end of April the whole country is co- 
vered with flowers as with a carpet, and the fruits are then in 
their beft feafon, the exceflive heat and the malignity of the 
air deftroying them in fucceeding months. Towards Media* 
and on the northern frontiers of Arabia, the fields arc adorned 
with tulips, anemonies, and ranunculufles, of the brighteftred, 
all fpringing of themfelves j in other places,as in the neighbour- 
hood of Spauhawn jonquils grow wild, and fubfift all the 
winter. To recite all that is faid on this fubjedt, by fuch as 
have travelled through Perfia, would not be agreeable to the 
defign of this work ; let us content ourfclvcs therefore with 
adding, that rofes of uncommon beauty are frequent here, 
the bufhes bearing often three different coloured rofes on one 
branch, viz. yellow, yellow and black, and red. Pietrs 
del/a Falle, who reports that the Perfians are wont to make 
ufe of art in dying their roots, in order to give different co- 
lours to their flowers, is in this circumftancc contradicted by 
Sir John Chardin, who affirms on the contrary, that (heir 
gardeners have little or no (kill, and that the nobility oi Per- 
fta are fo far from being curious in fuch things that they cake 

* Ch a r d 1 it, torn . iii. p. 1 o : . 
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no pleafure in walking in their gardens, however beautifully 
and richly adorned, but content themfelves with Angling out 
fome fpot or other on their firft coming in, where they fit 
down, and fmoak, and drink coffee, as long as they remain 
there ' ( QJ. 

21etaU or Metals of all forts are frequently found in Perfia* efpe- 
erah. cially of late years ; and lince the reign of Abas the Great* 

who was at immenfe pains to fearch them out, and to make 
the beft ufe of mines where ever they were difcovered, iron, 
copper, and lead are common* but of gold and filver, there 
are no mines open at prefent. As Perfia is a very ffioun- 
tainous country, and as thofe mountains produce fulphur 
and falt-petre, if the inhabitants of this country were as active 
and inquifitive ^as amongft us, there is no doubt to be made, 
but that gold art&» filver both might be found in fome part or 
other of the Perfian dominions. In the country of G Hernia * 
mon, near a town called Kervan* four leagues from Spau- 
hawn y there is a filver mine, which has been formerly wrought, 
but through the fcarcity of wood its produce has never equal- 
led its expence ; and it is therefore become a proverb in 
Perfia to fignify an unlucky undertaking, that it is liie the, 
mine of Kervan, where they lay out ten to receive nine. There 
were alfo filver mines in Kirrnan and Maunder an % but they, 
are now abandoned for the fame reafon. Mines of iron are* 
found in Hyrcania* in the northern Media, in Parthia* and 1 
in Baclria, but it-«s not fo pliable as fome European iron. 
The mines of fteel are the moffc valuable of any in this coun- 
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( QJ Though there is fcarce a province in Perfia which does not 
produce wine, yet the wine of fome provinces is much more 
e (teemed than the wine of others ; but Sc hires wine is umve*- 
fally allowed to be the very beft in Perfia> infomuch, that it is a 
common proverb there, that to live happily one mufteat t|ie bread 
ofYeza', and drink the wine of Schiras. They do not make ufe in 
this country of wooden vefTels, as we do, for keeping their wine, 
but prcferve it in earthen veflels, which they take care to have well 
glazed, otherwife they would imbibe a great quantity of the wine. 
Thefe pots are fet in very handfome order in their caves or cellars* 
thefe too being as much adorned as fuch places will admit of, and 
have always a refervoir of water in the middle of them, that upon 
occafion people may be entertained there, and drink wine out of 
the reach of the fun (77;. 



(77) Tavern. Urn- i. Ii*v. i*v. <. 2. p. 420. 
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try, and produce in fuch abundance, thit Sir John Chardirt 
tells us, it is not worth above Cxpcncc & pound ; this fteel is 

Ifo full of fulphur, that if you take of ^the filings thereof and 
caft them inta the fire, they make a report as loud as gun- 
powder i it is fo fine and clofe, that it is as hard as a diamond, 
but on the other hand it is as brittle as glafs ; and as the 
Perftan artizans know not how to correft this, they are able 
to make no very valuable inftruments thereof. It is to be 
obferved, that this fteel is quite a different metal from iron, 
which appears from hence, that by giving it too fierce a fire 
it may be burnt and deftroyed j the Perfians call both this 
and the fteel of the Indies , fled of Damafcus* in order to dif- 
tinguifh it from European fteel. Copper is found in greatefl: 
quantity at Sary in the mountains of Mazenderan ; there are 
alfo mines of it in Baftriana, and towards* Casbin ; it is, 
however, poor and not fit for ufe, till mingled with, either 
Swedijb copper or copper of Japan ; the lead mines are to- 
wards Kirman and Tezde. Minerals are alfo found in PerRa 
in vaft abundance, fulphur and falt-petre are taken out of the 
mountain of Damavend, which feparates Hyrcania from Par- 
thia. Salt is made here by nature without the leaft afliftance 
of art, as are alfo fulphur and allom ; there are two forts of 
fait in Perfta^ that found on the earth and rock fait ; nothing 
is" more common than to meet in this country with plains, 
fometimes ten leagues in length, covered intirely with fait, 
and others covered in like manner with fulphur or allom ; in 
Media and at Spaubawn the fait is dug out of mines, and is as 
hard and firm as free-ftone, nay in Carmanla the defert the 
people actually ufe it as fuch in building their houfes. Marble, 
free-frone, and flate, are found in great plenty about Hama- 
dan\ the marble is of four colours, white, black, red, and 
black and white ; the beft is found about Tauris 9 it is trans- 
parent as cryftal, its colour is \yhite mingled with a pale 
green, but it is fo foft that fome have queftioned whether it 
be really a ftone or not ; in the neighbourhood of the fame 
city they find azure, but it is not fo good as that of Tartary. 
In Hyrcania? and efpccially in Mazenderan y the Petroliu?n 
or Napbthe is met with, of two forts, black and white, but 
the richeft mine in Perfta is the Turquoife j there are two forts 
of this precious ftonc, one at Nicbapour in CoraJfan y and the 
other in Pbirous-Cou, or mount Phirous y between Hyrcania 
and Par thia, four leagues journey from the Cafpian fea ; thia 
mountain derives its name from an antient king of Perfia y 
who fubdneJ thi;; country, and in whofe time the mine was 
found ; n:i", the \<;iy l\ vnes carry lii.; name alio, U.<i thoii'M* 
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we call them Turquoifrs, becaufe they come from the true and 
proper Turkey, yet throughout Ac eaft they are filled Firoufe* 
They have of late years difcovercd another mine of the fame 
fort of ftones, but they are by no means fo valuable, but are 
diftinguifhed amongft us by the name of Turqurife* of the 
new rock, to difference them from thofe taken out of the 
amient mines, which belong entirely to the king, who, after 
fele&ing the moft beautiful, fells the reft to merchants ; the 
reafon why thefe late difcovered turquoifes are lets valued than 
thofe of the old mines is, becaufe they are lefs beautiful in 
their colour, and what colour they have is not thoroughly 
fixed, but grows paler by degrees j and at laft wears ahnoft 

quite out a . 

s The horfes of Perjia are the moft beautiful in the eaft, 
an & though they are not fo much efteemed as thofe of Arabia ; 
they are higher than our faddle horfes, and their limbs as well 
proportioned as can be imagined; though there are great 
numbers of them, yet confidering how much they are ufed, 
and the great demand made for them by the fubjeffa of the 
mogul on one fide, and of the grand feignior on the other, 
they are held at a very great price, a fine horfe being fome- 
times valued at a thoufand crowns. Next to horfes we may 
reckon mules, which are much efteemed here, and are very 
fine, and next to thefe we may juftly place afles, of which 
they have in this country two forts, the firft bred in Perfia, 
heavy and doltifh as affes in other countries are, the other 
originally of an Arabian breed, the moft docile and ufeful 
creature of its kind in the world ; thefe are ufed wholly for 
the faddle, and are very frequently adorned with fine ac- 
coutrements, becaufe of their eafy manner of going, and their 
being very furc-footed. The clergy, that have not great be- 
nefices, affe& to ride much on thefe Arabian afles; and on 
this account thefe animals alfo are kept at a high rate, a gopd 
afs being worth at tipaubawn twenty five prftoles. Camels 
are numerous in Perjia, and fo much in efteem that they are 
called Kechty-krouch-koniorty i. e. the /hips of the earth, becaufe 
the inland trade is carried on by the help of thefe camels as 
the foreign by fhips : To defcribe this animal particularly here 
would be improper, fince they are rather more employed by 
the Arabians than by the Perfians ; let us content ourfclve* 
therefore, with obferving, that the Perfians make ufe of three 
forts, a fmaller, a larger, and a fwifter kind of camel, than 

• Ckardin, torn. iii. p. 28.T1TIRN. tom.i. L-iv.c, 2. p. zzii 
CarIRI, torn. ii. p, z\i. 
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are conuiocKeUewbere. The large ft camels will travel with 
a load of twelve or thirteen hundred weight, the fwifter 
kind of camel is called Revatrie 9 i. e. the gaer 9 becaufe they 
trot as faft as a horfe can gallop. It k worthy of notice, that 
{befe creatures are managed entirely by the voice, thofe who 
dire& them making ufe of a kind of fong, and according as 
they keep a quicker or flower time the camel moves brilker, 
or at its ordinary pace. As beef is little eat in Perjia 9 their 
oxen are generally imployed in ploughing and other forts of 
labour. Hogs are no where bred in Perfia 9 if we except a 
province or two on the borders of the Cajpian fea ; fheep and 
deer are very common throughout all Perfia^ and as to the 
former, Sir John Cbardin affures us, that he has feen flocks 
of them which covered four or five leagues of pafturage. As 
to beafts of chace they are not fo common here as in moft of 
the countries of Europe^ becaufe it is, generally fpeaking, de- 
void of wood ; but in Hyrcania where there are woods, deer 
of all forts, and gazells are found in great abundance ; the 
gazell is a creature common throughout the eaft, and fo many 
of them have been brought into Europe that they need not any 
defcription. As to wild beafts, there are not a great number 
of them in this country, for the fame reafon which has been 
before affigned with refpeS to beafts of chace, except in Hyr- 
cania) where in the woods there are great numbers of lions, 
bears, tygers, leopards, Csfr. fo that the antients fpoke , very 
truly of Hyrcania) when they called it the country of wild 
beafts. One thing, however, is to be remarked, that neither 
here nor throughout all Per/ia are there any wolves ; but the 
chakal or jackal, a creature which makes a terrible noife, and 
which many good writers take for the Hyana, is common 
every where, and has this peculiar quality, that it tears up 
dead bodies, if the graves are not carefully watched ; as to 
infc&s, the drynefs of the air prevents our having much to fay 
about them ; there are, however, in fome provinces prodi- 
gious numbers of locufts or grafs-hoppers, which come in fuch 
clouds as to obfeure the air. In certain parts of the Per/tan 
dominions they have large black fcorpions, fo venemous, that 
fuch as arc flung by them die in a few hours ; in others they 
have lizards frightfully ugly, which arc an ell long, and as 
thick as a large toad, their fkins being as hard and tough as 
that of the fea-dog ; they are faid to attack and kill menfome- 
times, but that may be doubted. Among the reptiles of this 
country there is a long worm called by the inhabitants Hazar- 
pey y i. e. thoufand fect^ its whole bfcdy is ftuck with fmall 
feet, with which it runs prodigioufly faltj it is longer and 
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fmaller than a caterpillar, and its bite Is dangerous, and even 
mortal, if it gets into the ear a . 
Birds. There are in Perfia ail the feveral forts of fowl which 

we have in Europe, but not in fuch quantities, becaufe they 
are chiefly bred and taken care of by the Armenians , who 
have frequently capons fatted to fuch a degree, that they are 
killed for nothing but their greafe. There are, however, 
vaft numbers of pigeons, wild and tame ; and as the dung of 
pigeons is the beft manure for melons, they keep great flocks 
all over the kingdom, fo that it may be on juft grounds pre- 
fumed, that no country in the world has fuch a number of 
pigeon-houfes ; they are moft of them fix times as large as 
any we have in Europe, they are built of brick and plaiftered 
on the outfide, every thing being difpofed in the moft conve- 
nient manner poffible for the prefervation of thefe creatures. 
In the neighbourhood of Spaubawn they reckon more than 
three thoufand of thefe pigeon-houfes, chiefly creeled for the 
prefervation of the dung, which is fold for about three pence 
the dozen pound. The Perfians call this manure Tchalgoxs, 
i. e. enlivening 5 it is a great diverfion among the lower fort 
of people in town and country to catch pigeons, though it be 
forbidden ; for this purpofe they have pigeons fo taught, that 
flying in one flock, they furround fuch wild ones as they find 
in a field and bring them back with them to their matters. 
People who follow this trade are called keftor-perron, or pi- 
gio?i-Jiealers, and there are fome fo addicted to it, that they 
will lie out whole days in the very depth of winter, in order 
to carry on this foolifh and wicked employment ; for, under 
the notion of wild pigeons, they take every body's pigeons 
they can find. The partridge of this country are the largeft 
and fincft in the world, being generally of the fize of our 
fowls - y as to water-fowl, they havegcefe, ducks, cranes, herons, 
and ir. any other forts, but they are more plenty in the northern 
than the fouthern provinces ; the finging-birds here are of the 
fame kinds wc have in Europe ; the nightingale is heard here all 
the* year, but chiefly in the fpring ; they have alfo mart- 
It ts, which learn whatever words are taught them, and an- 
other bird of the fame fize, called by them Noura, which 
chatters continual]} , and repeats very pleafantly whatever it 
hears. As to birds of a larger fize, the moil confiderable is 
the Pelican, called by the Perfians To cab, i.e. water-carrier, 
and alfo A fife. i. c.Jbeep, becaufe it is as large as one of thefe 
animals 5 its feathers ar^white and foft like thofe of a goofe, 

* Cf? a r d in, torn. iii. p. 32. Tavern, torn. 1 1. iv. c. 3. p. 
423. Carrer!, torn. ii. p. 215. 
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its head is much larger in proportion than its body, and its 
beak from eighteen to twenty inches long, and as thick as 
ones arm, under this beak it has a fack or pouch, in which it 
preferves a quantity of water for moiftening its food ; it ufual- 
ly refts this long beak on its back, which would otherwife in- 
commode it very much. The Pelican lives chiefly upon fifla, 
in taking of which it fhews an admirable contrivance, by 
placing its beak in fuch a manner under the water, as to catch 
them as it were in a net ; when it opens its throat, the paf- 
fage is large enough for a Iamb ; it is called the water-carrier, 
becaufe in Arabia and other places where water is hard to be 
had, it makes its neft at a great diftance from ftreams or 
wells, forefeeing that there will be lefs danger of difturbancc 
in fuch places, though this fituation obliges the bird to fly 
fometimes two days journey for a fupply of water for her 
young, which fhe brings in the fack before-mentioned ; and 
hence the fable of the antients of the pelican's tearing her 
breaft open to feed her young; There are in Perjia various 
birds of prey, and in the mountains, about fifteen or twenty- 
leagues from Scbiras, there are fome of the largeft and fineft 
in the world. The people take great pains in teaching them 
to fly at game, and the king has generally eight hundred of 
thefe birds, each of which has a perfon to attend it. The 
Perftan lords are likewife great lovers of falconry, and even 
the common people praflife it much ; for neither this, nor 
/hooting, nor hunting with dogs, is forbid to the meaneft man 
in Perjia b. 

We fliall divide the fifties of Perjia into frefh and fait water 
fifli ; as to the firft, they are not very plenty, becaufe there 
are no great rivers in Perjia ; however, there are of thcfe 
three kinds, thofe of the lakes, of the rivers, and of the Ke- 
rijts or fubterraneous pa/Tages ; thofe in the lakes are carps 
and fhads ; the river-fifh is chiefly barbel, which is alfo the 
fort of fifh commonly met with in the fubterraneous channels ; 
they are very large, but they are by no means good, and 
their eggs are particularly dangerous, which is generally at- 
tributed to their never beholding the light of the fun, but 
living altogether in thefe foul and cold ftreams. There arc 
in the river at Spmwhawn a great number of crabs which crawl 
up the trees, and live night and day under the leaves, whence 
they are taken, and are eitcemcd a very delicious food. As 
to fea-fifli, no country is better ferved ; the Cafpian fea, a*; 
we have fecn before, contains very fine fifh on one fide, and 

b Cjiahbin, torn. iii. p. 38. TavtRN. torn. i. I. iv. c. 3. p. 
225. Careki, com. ii.p. 214. 
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the Perfian gulph on the other is believed to have more fHb 
in it than any other fea in the world * they iifli there twice a 
day* morning and evening, and fuch fifli as are not fold by 
ten o'clock in the morning, or before fun-fet, are thrown 
back into the fea. There are taken on the coafts of this 
gulph a fort of fifb, for which they have no particular name, 
its flefb is of a red colour, very delicious, and fome of them 
weigh two or three hundred pounds ; its flefh will take fait 
like beef, but it cannot be kept long, becaufe the fait in this 
country is very corrofive ; for which reafon, whenever they 
intend to keep either fifli or flefh, the inhabitants content 
themfelves either with drying it in the air, or by the help of 
fmoke « . 

Natural As we have now examined the productions of the air, 
rarities, earth, and waters of Perfia, we are next to fpeak of the na- 
tural rarities which are to be found in this large empire. Of 
thefe the firft we are to take notice of is a certain poifonous 
fhrub or plant, called by the Arabians Chark, by the Perfi- 
am Gulbad Samour, i. e. the wind-poi 'fining flower ; it flow- 
ers like the thiftle, and has pods filled with a thick white li- 
quor of the confiftence of cream, ftiarp and four to the tafte ; 
it is affirmed, that wherever the wind blows over a member 
of thefe plants, as it does frequently in Carmania the deferty 
it thence contracts a poifonous quality, which proves mortal 
to the next that refpires it d . There is likewife another fhrub 
in the fame country, viz. Carmania the defert 9 Angularly 
noxious, it is called Kerzehre, i. e. aj/es poifon y becaufe -thofe 

creatures are apt to eat of its fruit which generally proves mor- 
tal. The very water that wafhes its roots is likewife held to 
be poifonous, the trunk of this fhrub is as large as one's leg, 
and it fometimes grows to the height of fix feet ; its bark is 
remarkably rough, and of a bright green colour, its leaves 
perfectly round, with a rifing point in the middle ; it bears a 
fort of flower exactly refcmbling the rofe, of a kind of flefh- 
colour, whence it is apprehended, that the Greeks called it 
Rhododendron^ the Arabians as well as the Per/tans call it the 
gall or poifon of an afs. Some are of opinion, that it is the 
Nerium of our herbal ids, and the fame plant that is called jn 
French Rofage € . The goats, both wild and tame, which 
feed on the ihore of the Perfian gulph, afford the bezoar, fo 
much efteemed in medicine, but the very beft is taken out of 
thefe creatures in the province of Corafjan or Ba£Jria 9 and 

c Chardin, tom. iii. p. 44. Ta vcrn. torn. ii. 1. iv. c. u. p. 
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is thought to excel by far the bczoar of Gokhonda and the 
«ft of the Indies. The naturalifts in Perjia give it as their 
opinion, that the more dry and hard the food is, on which the 
animal lives, the more falutiferous and efficacious the bezoar 
found ifi it proves. Corajfan and the coafts of the Perfian 
gulph are allowed to produce the dry eft herbage in the world. 
It is no fable what has been reported, as to the formation of 
bezoar, for there is generally found in the core of fuch balls, 
lumps, or ftones as it grows in, a little fprig of bramble or other 
bufh, round which by a continual accci&on of matter the 
ball of bezoar is formed j this ft o n e is here found in fheep as 
well as in goats, but it is not fo in the Indies. Its very name 
is of oriental extraft, and fhould be wrote Pe-zaor 9 i. e, 
foifen kilting j for the eaftern people held it heretofore to be 
one of the ftrongeft counter-poifons ; quacks, however, were 
thofe who commended it moft, and its virtues were rather 
taken upon truft, than fupported by experience: the number 
of the credulous, however being great, raifed its price very 
high ; but of late years k is much funk in its reputation, as 
well in the eaft as in Europe^ it being now regarded Chiefly 
as a fudorific, and thought no very extraordinary thing in that 
clafs. The manner of giving it in Perjia is thus, they either 
fcrape or powder it, and put about two or three grains for a 
dofe into a fpoonful of rofe- water. While it was dear, it was 
often counterfeited, and the materials made ufe of to this end 
were, generally fpeaking, refui and Spanijh wax. It may 
not be ami{s to observe, that the polifh which bezoar ftones 
generally have, is artificial, for when they are taken out of 
the creature, their outfide is of a rough greenifli hue, juft as 
the ftone appears within f. The Abmelec^ u c. water of to- 
cujlsy or gmfsboppers, is a bird which deferves to be defcribed 
better perhaps than moft others of which travellers have given 
us an account becaufe the fa£ts relating to it are not only 
ftrange in themfelves, hut are alfo fo well and fo diftindtly at- 
tefted, that, ''owever furprifing they may feem, we cannot 
but afford them our belief. The food of this creature is the 
locuft, or givti:.ht'pper. It is of the fize of an ordinary hen, 
its feathers olac*:, ha wings large, and its flefh of a greyifh 
colour ; they fly generally in great flocks, as the ftarlings are 
wont to do with j*; ; bat the thing which renders thefe 
birds wonderful iu, that they are fo fond of the water of a 
Certain fountain in (lorajl\:n, or Battria^ that wherever that 
water is carried, they follow - y on which account it is care- 
fully prefer ved j for wherever the locufts fall, the Armenian 
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priefls, who are provided with this water, bring a quantity of 
it, and place it in jars, or pour it into Jittle channels in the 
fields, tha next day whole troops of thefe birds arrive, and 
quickly deliver the people from the locufts g (R). The ri- 
ver Mahmoudker i. e. Mahmoud the deaf y is a noble natural 
rarity. At fome diftance from Spauhawn there is a range of 
rocks, plain and equal for a confiderable fpace, except that 
here and there they have openings, like the embrafures in baf- 
tions, through which the winds pafs with furprifing velocity ; 
through thefe rocks falls the river we mentioned into a noble 
bafon, partly wrought by the water itfelf, and partly formed 
by art. As one afcends the mountain, certain natural chinks 
lhew the water at the bottom of it, like a lleeping lake cover- 
ed with rocks and mountains ; it is thought to be of unfa- 
thomable depth, and when ftones are thrown into it, they 
make a moft amazing noife, whence this river derives its 
name. After its defcent from the bafon before mentioned, it 

g Chard in, torn. iii. p. 40. Tavern. torn, i.l.iv. c. 3. p. 
426. 

(R) Sit John Char din has given us in his defcription of Per -fi '« 
the following pafTage from an anrient traveller in relation to this 
bird. " In Cyprus, about the time that the corn was ripe for the 
*' fickle, the earth produced fuch a quantity of cavalettes or locufts, 
" that they obfeured fome times the fplendor of the fun. Where- 
" ever thefe came they burnt and eat up all ; for this there was 
*' no remedy, fmce as faft as they were deftroyed the earth produ- 
" ced more ; God, however, raifed them up a means for their de- 
*' liverance, which happened thus. Jn Perjta, near the city of 
" Cuercb, there is a fountain of water, which has a wonderful pro- 
** perty of deflroying thefe in feels ; for a pitcher full of this, being 
" carried in the open air, without patting through houfe or vault, 
- * and being fet on a high place, certain birds which follow it, and 
4 fly and cry after the men who carry it from the fountain, come to 

4 the place where it is fixed ; thefe birds are red and black, and 
' fly in great flocks together like rtarling?, the Turks and Pcrjians 
1 call them Mujulinans. Thefe birds no fooner came to Cyprus , 
1 but they deftroyed the locufts with which the ifland was infefted ; 
' but if the water be fpilt or loft, thefe creatures immediately dtf- 

5 appear, which accident fell out when the Turks took this ifland, 
1 for one of them going up into the iteeple of Famagufta, and 
1 finding there a pitcher of this water, he, fancying that it con- 
• taincd gold or filver, or fome precious thing, broke it, and fpift 
1 what was therein, fmce which the Cypriots have Leon as much 
' tormented as ever by the locufts' 1 (77). 
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rouls along the plain, till at laft it falls into the river Zende- 
roud ; Tome are of opinion, that this river does not derive its 
water from fprings, but from the fnow on the tops of the 
mountains, which, melting gradually, diftills through 
the chinks of the rocks into the vaft lake before men- 
tioned ; and this they think, is in fome meafure proved from 
the acrimonious tafte of thefe waters, which is, however, 
loft after it joins the Zcnderoud h . Under a certain mountain 
called Tagte-Rujlarii fo called from the ruins of a building 
on the fummit thereof, fuppofed to have been erected by the 
giant Rujian^ there runs a grotto, which defer ves a place a- 
mong the natural rarities of Perfia ; from the top of this grot- 
to there diftills through the whole mountain, in two or three 
places, frefli water, which falling into proper receptacles, 
forms two or three diftinft ftreams, which ifTue from thence 
to water the plain. In this grotto, about the beginning of 
Aprils a great number of Indians a/Temble to celebrate a feaft 
in honour of a hermit or faint of theirs, who lived long here, 
and the whole cave is full of flireds or rags of peoples garments, 
who have come hither tabe cured of their difeafes, and have 
found relief. Not far from hence there is a mountain, where 
they pick up a fort of blue ftones, very hard and lhining, 
which they make ufe of in adorning their mofques, tombs, 
and other public buildings. We might add a multitude of o- 
ther articles of this nature, if the defcription of Perfia did 
not already begin to fwell under our hands $ though we have 
ufed all the caution in our power to prevent its containing 
any thing, which may not be ufeful and inftru&ive, as well 
as entertaining, to the reader. Let us now pafs to the artifi- 
cial rarities vilible in Perfia. 

To begin then with the antient Perfpolis, the ruins of 
which ftill teftify the truth of what fome antient writers have 
affirmed, that in the day of its profperity it was one of the 
moft auguft cities in the world ; nay, when we confider all 
things, when we compare the defcriptions of travellers one 
with another ; when we confider what is recorded of other 
cities, and what is ftill to be feen of thofe that were moft 
famed j we fhall be induced to confefs, that the Perfian em- 
pire in all its grandeur could boaft of nothing more glorious, 
nor have left any thing more aftonifhing to pofterity, than the 
prcport and ruins of this city. Should we pretend to give a 
full account of thefe noble remains, it would extend much 
farther than it is reafonable this chapter fhould go. We arc 
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writing a geographical defcription of Perfia ; we ought to 
omit nothing that may give the reader a diflinft idea of this 
country, or which may enable him to underltand thoroughly 
that hiftory which is to follow ; but in doing this we are to 
remember, that this geographical defcription and this hiftory 
are but fe£tions of a far greater work, and therefore we muft 
have a care that it be of a piece, and not refemble a ftatue, 
with the body and arms of a man, and the hands, or even the 
finger, of a giant. For this reafon we think ourfelves obliged 
to contract the many diffufive accounts, which we have read 
of the ruins of Perfepolis y within a reafbnable compafe, giving 
the reader fuch an account as may enable him to conceive 
how grand and how magnificent they are, and at the fame 
time how ufeful fine draughts and exa£t relations of them may 
be, towards fettling many points of antient hiftory, and giv- 
ing us juft notions of the fpirit and genius of that nation, 
whofe capital this was. In doing this we mall not involve 
ourfelves in the difputes of travellers, or attempt to decide 
whether Le Brun be in the right in his criticifms, or rather 
inve&ives, againft Sir "John Chardin, our bufinefs is to give a 
fuccincl: profpe£fc of what has been faid of Perfepolis y by au- 
thors antient and modern, and therefore to this let us come 
without farther preface (S). 

The 

■ 

(S) In order to give the reader fbme idea of the difficulty we have 
met with in collecting this article, we fhall here give him a concife 
account of fuch authors as have written on this fubjecl, and whofe 
defcriptions we have perufed. The firft is Sir Thomas Herbert, 
who in his travels has a long relation, not only of what himfelf faw 
at Perftpolis, but of what has been faid by antient authors on that 
head. He has given us alfo a fpecimen of the characters which are 
to be feen in the tablets belonging to thefe ruins, which agrees per- 
fectly well with the drawing:* of Le Brun. He has likewife insert- 
ed his conjectures concerning thefe antiquities, which are neither 
improbable nor injudicious, but as we fhall be obliged to mention 
moll: of thefe from M. Le Brun, it would be unneceffary to trouble 
the reader with them here, we lhall therefore add only to what we 
have already faid concerning the remarks of our worthy country- 
man, that the draught which he has left us of thefe ruins is far from 
being exacl, and can hardly be faid to bear any refemblance to the 
accurate defcriptions of Cbardln and Le Brun (79). Pjior in point 
of time to Sir Tic mas Herbert, but far inferior to him in every 
other rofpeer, is the concife defcription of thefe remains of antiqui- 
ty given by our countryman Mr. Qeofry Ducket, who in 1568 palled 

(79) SirYLwuti* libber? s travels in Harries collet*. Vol. I. p. 429* 
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The plain in which this famous city ftood is one of the 
fineft in Perfta* and indeed in all the eaft ; its length is eigh- 
teen or nineteen leagues, its breadth in fome places two, in 

others 

this way. The main of what he fays may be reduced to this, that 
Perfefolis was 1 z miles broad from gate to gate, whether this de- 
serves any credit, or whether it was the flip of an inadvertent au- 
thor, as well as heedlefs obferver, we prefume not to determine 
C80) John Jlbert de Mandeljloe, who obferved thefe ruins in the 
year 1638, has left us abetter defcription of them than moll of the 
writers who went before him, and as there is fomething very plain 
and inftru&ive in what he has left us on this fubjecl, it cannot but 
be agreeable to the reader to compare what he has faid with what 
we have recorded in the text. ** The foundation or ground-work, 
** on which this vaft ftructure was creeled, is rai/ed 22 geometrical 
u feet, havjng at each of its four corners a pair of Hairs of white 

marble of 95 fteps, fo flat and broad that twelve horfes may go 
ge up conveniently together abreafl. Before you come to the main 

body of the ftru&ure itjelf you pafs through a fquare, where you 
41 fee the ruins of a wall and the remainders of two great gates, 
** each of which have a horfe harneffed and faddled after a very 
** antic manner, carved on one (l ie, and on the other two creatures 

refembling a horfe, except that they have wings on each fide, 
" and the head is crowned, and like that of a lion. On the one 
*' fide you fee the ruins of 19 pillars of white and black marble, 
.*« theleaftof which are 8, and fome. 10 ells high without the 
f* bafes, but whether they jbad been intended for the fupport of 
" fome large hall, or were built purely in the air is not to be di- 
fi f flinguifhed at this time". The fame author, fpeaking of fome 
junintelligible characters engraven on a fquare pillar, tells us, there 
are twelve lines of them fo well proportioned and nicely engraven, 
that they carry nQt in them the leaft mark of barbarity, but feem 
rather to have been wrought in a nice well-judging age ; he com- 
plains of the rudenefs of the inhabitants, who, without the lca.ll re- 
gard to fo noble and fo antienta palace, carry away large quanti- 
ties of marble and other /tone, for the quicker difpatch of common 
and private buildings ; he alfo deplores the want of perfect draughts 
of thefe wonderful fragments of the antient magnificence of Pctjta 

(81). Sir John Chardin in rhe year 1674, took a view of thefe 
ruins, examined them with great care and pains, as appears from 
the large and particular account of them inferred in the fecond 
volume of his travels ; it is true, M. Le Brun, who flayed tiiere a 
much longer time than he, and who had confcquently a better op- 
portunity of lludying and defcribing what he faw than chi* gentlc- 

(&o)/lc count of Mr. Geo ft y Ducket* s Travels in Harrn i coluB. /*/ 
/. f. 526. (Bi) J, J. Mandelfloe s travels in Ha*>;Ys collect. 
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others four, and in fome pUces fix ; it is watered by the great 
river Jraxes or Bendcmir^ and by a multitude of rivulets be- 
fides. Within the cornpafs of this plain, there are between a 
thoufand and fifteen hundred villages, without reckoning thofe 

man had, attacks him very warmly on the head of his defcription ; 
but whoever reads, with calmnefs and candour, what Sir John Char- 
Mr:, with great perfpicuity and without the leaft affectation of 
learning, has delivered on this head, will be of opinion, that how 
much nicer and more exacl foever the defcriptions of M. Le Brnn 
may be, yet both the narration and the cuts of Sir Johp Cbardin are 
excellent in their kind, and ferve to communicate to us a multitude 
of ufeful particulars which are no where elfe recorded {SzJ. Dr. 
G erne Hi Carreri has written a whole chapter under the title of a de- 
scription of the palace of Darius, and the ruins of the antient Per- 
fepolis ; it is concife as all his defcriptions are, and the obfervations 
he makes are fliort and weighty, according to the cuilom of 
Italian authors. He has ill ullra ted his narration with a few prints, 
which ferve to give a competent idea of the magnificence of this 
antient city, and to demonftrate the conformity there is between 
the feveral accounts of thefe ruins contained in the works of intelli- 
gent writers (83J. M. Le Brun, who arrogates to himfeif a great 
iuperiority over all the writers on this fubjeft, fpent a long time in 
furveying, meafuring, and drawing views of thefe fragments of anr 
tiquity, he has taken up upwards of thii ty folio pages in defcribing 
what he faw, and remarking on the intentions of thole who defign- 
ed the feveral figures, of which he has given us copies which are 
certainly very ufeful, as well as very beautiful ornaments to his 
book. Befidcs, he has written a long/diflertation on the difference 
between his account and that of Sir John Cbardin % wherein the an- 
tiquities of Perfcpo'is are farther explained (84). From thefe mate- 
rials a very copious defcription, and very curious obfervation«^ might 
have been thrown together, especially when we confidcr, that, be- 
nder, travellers, feveral other writers of great eminence have left qs 
their thought* on this fubjecT, fuch as the moil judicious Dr. Hyde 
in hiii learned book of the religion of the antient Perfians, wherein 
ho h.'io e.\p:: nncd with great knowledge and learning fome of the 
cr.u.rnacical figures represented on the walk* and pillars pf thefe an- 
tient buildings : but it is our bufincfs to hint only where the 
CJfiu;^ and ri.qiiif/ive ie.-dcrmay be informed at large, as to all the 
ext::uu-<iir..iry j .'.iiulai, relating to thefe monuments of the Per- 
fi.m y,Iory, om de Vripi ion being no more than the out lines of a 
regular diifen..: o : on tin; head, for which what has been faid above, 
and whatwt ! .ve advanced in tins note, will, we hope, ferve for a 
jufliCient an <V - v. 

(82/ ':*irAm wvrg. torn. ii. p. 14c — 1 0.7. (ft 3) Carreri 
T^K'/g iv.-n 11 }> J \(>. jS.|J l.'Bim: voyag. torn, ii p. 285. 
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in the mountains, ail adorned with pleafant gardens, and plant* 
ed with lhady trees. The entrance of this plain on the weft 
fide has received as much grandeur from nature, as the city 
it covers could do from induftry or art. It confifts of a range 
of mountains fteep and high, four leagues in length and about 
two miles broad, forming two flat banks, with a rifmg ter- 
race in the middle, the fummit of which is perfectly plain 
and even, all of native rock- In this there arefuch openings, 
and the terraces are fo fine, and fo even, that one would be 
tempted to think the whole the work of art, if the great ex- 
tent and prodigious elevation thereof did not convince one, 
that it is a wonder too great for ought but nature to pro- 
duce. Undoubtedly thefe banks were the very places wherq 
the advanced guards from Perfcpolis took poft, ana from which 
Alexander found it fo difficult to diflodge them. One cannot 
from hence defcry the ruins of the city, becaufe the banks are 
too high to be overlooked, but one can perceive on every 
fide the ruins of walls and of edifices, which heretofore adorn- 
ed the range of mountains, of which we are fpeaking. On the 
weft and on the north this city is defended in the like manner, 
fo that, confidering the height and evennefs of thefe banks, 
one may fafely fay, with a late ingenious traveller, that there 
is not in the world a place fo fortified by nature k . The anticnt 
palace of the kings of Per/ia, called by the inhabitants Chil- 
minar, i. e. forty columns , is fituated at the foot of the moun- 
tain ; the walls of this fuperb building are ftill ftanding on 
their fides, and it has the mountain on the eaft. The front 
is in extent fix hundred paces from north to fouth, and three 
hundred and ninety from eaft to weft, quite to the rock, 
without any ftair-cafe on that fide, till one conies to the 
mountain, where, by the help of certain ragged ftones, it is 
eafy to get to theloweft part of the wall, where it is not above 
eighteen feet feven inches in height, and in fome places not 
fo high. This curtain is four hundred and ten paces in length, 
on the north, and one and twenty foot high in fome places; 
but in moft thirty quite to the mountain, where there is ftill a 
corner of the wall, and in the middle an entrance, by >vhic}i 
one may get up to the top by broken pieces of the ro v k. One 
finds alfo before the weft lide feveral rocks, which rife towards 
the north, till they arc even with the wall, appearing like a 
kind of platform, extending eighty paces before it. It feems, 
as if there had been a ftair-cafe antiently on this fide, and 
fome buildings without this curtain, the rocks being very 
fniooth in many places. On the top of this edifice there is a 

* Ch ak din. torn ii. p. 141. Lfi Br un. torn. ii. p 261. 
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platform of 400 paces, which extends itfelf in the middle of 
the front- wall, quite to the mountain. Along this wall, and 
all the three fides, runs a pavement of two ftones joined to- 
gether, which fill up a fpace eight foot broad 5 part of thefe 
ftones are eight, nine, and ten feet long, and fix in breadth, 
but the reft are fmaller. The principal ftair-cafe is not placed 
in the middle of the front, but much nearer the north end 
than the fouth, being fix hundred paces diftant from this, and 
only a hundred and fixty five from that ; this ftair-cafe is com- 
pofed of two flights of ftairs, forty two feet afunder at bot- 
tom. Its depth is 25 feet 7 inches to the wall, from whence 
proceed the fteps, which are as long as the ftair-cafe is deep 
within five inches-; each of thefe fteps is four inches high, and 
fourteen in breadth, fo that nothing can be more commodi- 
. ous. There are fifty five on the north fide, and fifty three 
on the fouth, but the latter are not fo whole as the former. 
Afcending thus high, one meets with a landing-place, fifty one 
feet four inches broad, proportioned exactly to the breadth of 
the ftair-cafe $ the ftones of this landing-place are of an ex- 
traordinary fize. The two flights of the ftair-cafe are fepa r 
rated by the wall of the front, but in fuch a manner, that 
fhey decline from each other to the middle, and incline tor 
wards each other from the middle to the top, which has a won- 
derful cffecl: on the eye, and fuits perfectly well with that 
magnificence which reigns throughout every other part of the 
building. 

The upper part of this ftair-cafe confifts of 48 fteps on 
one fide and on the other, fome of which are damaged, not- 
withstanding they are cut in the rock. At the top of thefe 
there is another landing-place, between the flights of ftairs, 75 
feet broad, paved with great ftones, fome 1 3 or 14 feet long, 
and 7 or 8 broad 1 (T). 

To 

1 Ll BauN, ubi fupr. Chard in, ubi fupr. 

(T) In the defcription in our text we have adhered pretty cJofely 
ro M. Le Bam, and (hat for many rcafons; firit becaufe his pro- 
fefhon, which was that of a painter, rendered him more capable 
of ilefcribitig minutely, and of defjgning exactly, all the wonders 
of Ps>ftpo!is, than any former traveller, whom either buftnefs or 
curiolity had led that way. Secondly, this gentleman had, as we 
have more than once hinted, determined with himfclf to confider 
moie attentively, and to examine more nicely, thefe relics of Perfian 
architecture, than any other author had done. Thirdly, he had not 
■only all die au:ho:s \vc have mentioned in our lalt note, but Monf, 
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To fpeak now of what is to be feen when one is amofigft 
thefe ruins. The firft thing that falutes the eye in a ftrait 
line, 42 feet diftant from the front Before defcribed, are two 
great porticoes and two columns. The pavement of the firft 
is much damaged by time, and the fecond is funk five feet 
lower than the former, thefe porticoes are 22 feet 4. inches in 
depth, and 13 feet 4 inches in breadth. One fees in the front 
©f each pilafter a large figure cut in bafs-relief, 22 feet in 
length from its fore to its hind feet, and 14 feet and a half 

Chardtn'^ curious plans to direct him, and it may be to cor- 
rect him, in his notions on this head. Fourthly, there is fuch 
an agreement, in material points at leaft, between his accounts 
and thofe of Ckardin, notwithltanding his affecting on all oc- 
cftfions to quarrel with that gentleman's fentiments, that we 
did not think it at all neceffary to trouble the reader with any 
particulars of a difpute of no great importance in itfelf, and 
which, though profecu ted with warmth, feems to have been com- 
menced out of vanity. It may not be amifs to obferve here, that 
the fame of thefe ruins has, for the two or three laft centuries, been 
fo great, and the defires of the Virtuofi to fee exact plans of them 
fo frrong, that fome have ventured to publifh the conceptions of 
their own brains for the antiquities of Cbilminar. Such was the 
view of Perfepolis feht into the world by Sebaftian Serlio an Italian 
architect, in his account of noble buildings antient and modern, 
fince therein are found juft forty columns adorned with chapiters of 
the Corinthian order, which no traveller ever had the happinefs to 
fee. In the voyages of John Struys, amongft a multitude of other 
ftrange things and temerarious alTertions, we have a wild defcripti- 
on of thefe ruins, and a wilder plan, faid in the title page of the 
book to be drawn by the author's own hand, which, if it were, he 
certainly drew by gucfs ; fince it is not only quite different from 
the plans publifhed by others, but contains alfo fuch palpable mis- 
takes, as never could have been committed by an eye witnefs of 
thefe noble works, efpecially one who looked on them with a de- 
fign of tlefcribing them to the rett of mankind. We are not, how- 
ever, to fancy, that wherever travellers differ in their accounts, one 
of them muft be miftaken. M. Le Brun and Sir John Chardin vary 
very little in what they fay, relating to the pillars yet Handing at 
Perfepolisi but there is a confiderable difference on this head be- 
tween what they fay and what we find recorded in the writings of 
Figueroa, Herbert, and Tbe r vtnot 1 all of whom tcftify nearly to the 
fame point Time and the barbarity of the modern Perjians, who 
make very little account of thefe ruins, have made confiderable, 
alterations fince they were firft defcribed ; and it is very probable, 
that whoever lees them twenty years hence, will find them not ex- 
actly anfwcrable to what is (aid of them by M. Le Brun (86). 

($6) Le Brun Voyag, torn. ii. 152. 
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high. The heads of thefe animals are entirely deftroyed, 
their breafts and feet project from the pilafter, and their bo- 
dies are very much damaged. Thofe of the firft portico front 
towards the ftair-cafe, and thofc of the fecond which have 
wings on their bodies towards the mountains. One fees above 
the pilafters certain characters, but they are fo fmall and fo 
high that one can make nothing of them. The firft portico 
is ftill 39 feet high, and the fecond 28. The bafes of the pi- 
lafters are five feet two inches high. The animals are not 
carved out of one ftone, but out of three joined together for 
that purpofe. In the prefent condition it is not eafy to de- 
cide what they were intended for, tho* many authors have 
given the world their conjectures, of which the reader will 
find fome account in the authors cited at the bottom of the 
foregoing pages, and will judge for himfelf which is the molt 
probable of thofe taken notice of there. 

The two columns which ftand between the two porticoes 
are more entire than any other part of the ruins. They are 
of white marble, fluted, and wonderfully beautiful, that is as 
to their chapiters and other ornaments, for as to their bafes 
they are covered with earth ; they are 26 feet from the firft 
portico, and 56 from the fecond, 14 feet in circumference, 
and 54 high. There were certainly two others between thefe 
and the laft portico, of which there are ftill fome remains, 
great pieces of marble lying about half buried in the earth : 
52 feet from the laft mentioned portico fouthward, there is a 
large ciftern cut out of a whole ftone, 20 feet long, 17 feet 5 
inches broad, and three feet above the earth. From thence to the 
wall there is a fp;ice of about 150 paces, in which one finds 
nothing but broken pieces of ftone, and the remains of a co- 
lumn which appears to have been unfluted, and therein differs 
from all the reft ; it is about two feet in compafs and 12 and a 
half long. : from it to the mountain, there is nothing to be 
met with but wild heaps of broken ftones. 

Turning from thefe porticoes to the fouth, one fees at 
the diftance of 172 feet another ftair-cafe, confifting of two 
flights of fteps in the fame manner as the former, one front- 
ing towards the caft, the other towards the weft. The wall 
is 1H1I about iix feet 7 inches high, but in the middle 'tis al- 
moft entirely ruined. The extent is 83 feet of the eaft flight 
of iiairs, and it is evident enough from the lowermoft of 
* them, thai they were adorned with figures in bals-relicf. On the 
top of the ftair-cafe are ftill fome foliages, vifible with figure* 
in bafs- relief of a lion tearing a bull, larger than the life. The 
flair-cafe is half buried in earth, and one fees certain fmall 
fijmes on the wall, on both fides. The weft flight confifts 
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of 28 fteps 5 the other having fuffered more by the acceflion 
of the earth, has now but 18, each 17 feet long, three in- 
ches high, 14 inches and a half broad. There are many of 
thefe towards the top broken, and two or three entirely dc- 
ftroyed, tho' cut out of the rock. At the end of the land- 
ing-place, from the ftair-cafe, there is another front whereon 
there are three rows of fmall figures, one above another ; of 
the firft row there is nothing now to be feen but the parts be- 
low the girdle, the reft being deftroyed by time ; the fecond 
row, which is the beft prcferved, has notwithftanding received 
great injuries ; and as to the third, there is nothing now above 
ground but their heads. Thefe figures are two feet nine 
inches high, and the wall, of which there ftill five feet three 
inches above ground, is q3 feet in extent from the firft ftep 
to its left corner, where there is another ftair-cafe, the ftep* 
of which are exa&ly of the fame fr?c with thofe before de- 
scribed. From what remains of the inner wall it appears, 
that it alfo was covered with fmall figures. At the end of the 
ftair-cafe there is another wall, which extends 90 feet beyond 
the landing-pla^e ; the corner turns a little to the fouth, and 
goes no farther," becaufe the earth is thereat the fame height; 
returning to the weft flight of fteps of the ftair-cafe before men- 
tioned, we meet with a wall 45 feet in length, beyond the 
bottom of the ftair-cafe, with an interval of 67 feet to the 
weft front. This Side like the former is adorned with three 
rows of figures, and a lion tearing a bull or an afs, with a horn 
in ks forehead ; between thefe animals and the figures, there 
is A fquare fpace filled with characters, of which the higheft 
atffe quite effaced ; the figures on this fide are fairer than on the 
other, the ground being lefs elevated; there arc 25 fteps here. 
The wall from the ftair-cafe weftward extends quite to the 
front; but beyond the ftair-cafe is unadorned with figures. 

At the ftep of the ftair-cafe, between the two flights of 
ftairs, there is an open place, paved with very large ft ones 
between the ftair-cafe and the firft columns, which are 22 
feet and two inches diftant ; they Hand in two rows, each 
confifting of fix columns, of which there is only one re- 
maining entire, eight bales, and fome broken pieces of the 
reft. There are fix rows of columns 70 feet eight inches 
diftant from thefe, each row confifting of fix columns. Thefe 
thirty fix columns arc 22 feet two inches one from the other 
as the former are. There arc ftill feven of thefe entiie, 
with the bales of all the reft, but much broken ami defaced. 
Of thofe which are left, there is one of the firft row, one 
or' the fecond, two of the third, and one of each of rhe reft. 
One finds, between thefe columns and thofe before numion- 

Vol. IV. M in a* ul 
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ed, fevcral large ftones, heretofore part of fome fubterraneous 
building. Seventy feet eight inches weft from thefe columns, 
towards the front of the ftair-cafe, there were 12 columns 
more, difpofed in two rows, of which there are only five re- 
maining. The bafes of feven more are vifible, and the ground 
is covered with ruins of thofe which are decayed. One can 
difcover, however, among the fragments of thofe ornaments, 
which lie half interred, that each of thefe columns was fur- 
mounted by the figure of a camel kneeling. To the fouth 
of thefe columns ftands the edifice moft elevated of any in 
thefe ruins, but it is neceflary for us to obferve, that on the 
eaft there are Hill difccrnible two rows of columns, conlift- 
ing of fix each, of which the bafes of four or five remain 
ftill above the earth, and in all appearance thefe were op- 
pofed to other rows of columns which were in the front. 
Advancing ftill towards the mountains, one finds the ruins 
of many buildings, confuting of porticoes, paflages, and win- 
dows, the porticoes are adorned with figures, and thefe ruins 
take up a great fpace ; but to return to the edifice fpo- 
ken of before, it extends 118 feet from the columns ; 
and the wall of its front is yet five feet feven inches 
high, compofed of one row of ftones only, fome of which 
are eight feet broad, extending from eaft to weft 113 
feet. There is before the edifice certain ftone founda- 
tions ftill vifible, but what end they ferved cannot be guefled, 
fince there is no ftair-cafe on this fide. This wall is adorned 
with no fort of ornament as the reft are j there are, how- 
ever, two ftair-cafes, one on the north, the other on the 
fouth-fide, but almoft entirely ruined ; on the landing-place, 
however, we ftill difcover the remains of porticoes which 
an earthquake threw down ; all the reft of the building, 
which confifts of great and little porticoes, is entirely ruined, 
the ground covered with the fragments is about 147 feet in 
length, and nearly fquare. On the north there are two por- 
ticoes, and three niches or windows walled up, and on the 
fouth a portico and four windows open. There are two o- 
thcr porticoes, which arc not covered, on the weft, with two 
openings ; and a third to the eaft, with three niches or win- 
dows walled up. Six of thefe openings are without cornices, 
and there remains but half a one to the eaft. One fees un- 
der the two porticoes on the north, on each fide, the figure 
of a man, and of two women from their knees upwards, 
their legs being covered with earth ; under one of thofe on 
the weft fide, there is the figure of a man fighting with a bull, 

which has a horn in its forehead, the man holds this with his 

left 
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left hand, and £xikes a pbignard Into the belly of the beaft 
with his right ; : -on the other fide the figures are the fame, 
excepting only, that the man holds the horn with his right 
hand, and ftabs the beaft with his left. In the fecond por- 
tico there is the figure of a man holding a beaft, refembling 
either a deer or a lion, by fuch a horn in its forehead, and 
with wings upon his back. .Under the portico to the north, 
the fame figures are vifible, only the man combats here a true 
lion, which he holds by the mane ; theft figures have half 
their legs buried under the earth. On both fides of the por- 
tico towards the fouth, there is the figure of a man, with 
an ornament on his head refembling a crown, attended by 
two women, one of whom holds an umbrella over his head, 
and the other has fome enfign of authority in her hand. A- 
bove thefe figures are three niches full of characters. On 
the pilafters of the firft portico, which are out of their places, 
and lie near the flight of flairs laft mentioned, there are two 
men, each armed with a lance, which the one holds with 
both hands, the other only in his left ; one of thefe only is 
entire. Behind this edifice one finds another of much the 
fame kind, except that it is 38 feet longer, with a niche or 
window blocked up, and another open, with two ftones ftand- 
ing up, ojrfe on the right band, the other on the left : Of 
thefe, th^t towards the caft is broken, the ether towards the 
weft is ftill 28 feet high. There is on the top of this ftone 
three niches or tablets full of characters, and a fourth below 
which feems to have been cut after the reft. The like in- 
fcriptions are feen in the niches or windows before mentioned, 
each tablet confifting of one ftone only. To the fouth there 
are two flights of ftairs, the one to the eaft, the other to the 
weft ; but of thefe only five fteps are remaining ; and on the 
wings, as well as on the wall which feparates them, there 
are ftill vifible fome fmall figures and foliages, though half 
buried in the ground : a hundred feet from thence to the 
fouth, the laft ruins are found of thefe edifices, confifting 
chiefly of porticoes and enclofed fpaces of ground, and between 
thefe two heaps of ruins another ftair-cafe, of which only fe- 
ven fteps are remaining, which ferve, however, to fhew that 
antiently they were adorned with figures and foliages. On 
the eaft fide of this ftair-cafe there arc certain fubterraneoiu 
paflages, in which the inhabitants imagine great treafures are 
hid. Af. Le Brun entered them, as fcveral travellers have 
done before, but was quickly obliged to return without ma- 
king any difcoveries, the paflages being ib narrow, and fo 
dark, and moift, that it was impofliblc to go far. However, 

eyen thefe experiments arc fufficient tm jfhew, that the con- 
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je&ures of the inhabitants are very indifferently founded, fince 
from the ftru&ure of thefe vaults we areJeft to judge they 
were rather intended for carrying off water, or fome fuch 
like purpofe, than to be made the repofitories of royal trea- 
fures ™. 

There would be no difficulty in following M. Le Brun't 
defcription much farther, or in adding thereto his particular 
delineations of the pillars, niches, and figures fpoken of be- 
fore i but for the reafons already given we fhall flop here, 
that we may have room to fay ibmewhat as to the conjec- 
tures of the learned, concerning thefe remains of the mag- 
nificence of antient times. The proccfficns delineated on 
the walls, the vafes in the hands of many of the figures, the 
feveral tablets of unknown characters, and the many hierc- 
glyphical reprcfentations, which are flill feen in thefe ruins, 
have kd fome great men into an opinion, that this antient 
ftruflure was a temple, dedicated to the deities worshipped 
in Perjia. Others, with much greater reafon, have deliver- 
ed it as their fentiment, that thefe ruins are what remain of 
the anti?nt palace of Pirfepolis^ which they think ftrongly 
confirmed by the defcription left us by antient authors of 
that noble pile of building. As to the figures in proceffion, 
thofc who adhere to this notion fay, that they reprefent a 
birth-day feaft of one of the Perjian emperors, when his cour- 
tiers were wont to bring him prcfents ; as to the inferipti- 
ons, they are, generally fpeaking illegible by the Perfees or 
antient Perfians themfelves, fo that hardly any argument can 
be deduced from them. The hieroglyphics might as well 
ferve for ornaments to a palace as to a temple, and, it may 
be, were (o ne of the fpoils of Egypt-, brought thence by 
Camby/}s*s army, led by Smcrdis the Marian. However this 
be, certain V. is, that the habits of theie figures agree per- 
fectly well with the dd'eriptions of the old Median and Per- 
fian rob^s, as they are recorded in Greek writers. On the 
whole, therefore, it may be prefumed, that whatever this edi- 
fice was, it \v.;s actually erected by the kings of the firft race, 
ft nee nothing feen there carries the afpedl: of later times ; but 
whether Cyi us was the founder, or whether this palace was 
begun by Darius, and finilhed by Xerxes^ is a point not 
eaiilv, if at all, to he determined. From a view of the figures 
viiible on the walls, pillars, &c. it feems probable to us, that 
they were enigmatical reprcfentations, at lead for the molt 
part, of the courfe of the heavenly bodies, and of the effects 
produced by them j but of this, and of the reafons which in- 

1,1 L* Brun, Vol. ii. p. 268. 
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dine us to believe it, we fhall take occafion to difcourfe more 

largely in our fe&ion on the religion of the antient Perfians. 
The traditions of the natives in rerpedt to thefe antiquities 
are generally reprefented by travellers, as confufed, extrava- 
gant and not to be depended on. This may, however, in 
fome meafure arife from their want of acquaintance with 
oriental hiftory, which is not always fo fabulous and inco- 
herent as it is reprefented to be : there is, and there ever will 
be, a wide difference between the narrative ftyle of thefe 
eaftern nations, and that in ufe amongft us ; but as we fhall 
elfewhere fhew, even in refpe£t to thefe ruins, certainty may 
be deduced, as well from the hyperbolical relations of eaftern 
writers, as from the artful memoirs of fome of our weftern 
hiftorians (V). 

AT 

* 

(V) In this note we intend to examine, in as fhort a compafs as 
poflible, what antient writer* have delivered concerning the city 
and palace of Perfepolis ; to begin then with what is faid by Dio- 
dorus the Sicilian on this fubject : He relates, that, after palling 
the river Jraxes, Alexander met with near 800 Greeks, moll of 
them old men, fome having their hands, others their feet, fome 
their ears, and fome their nofes, cut off, which had been done by 
the Perfians of that diftrift ; which fo incenfed him, efpecially a- 
gainftthe inhabitants of Perfepolis, that he called, fays our author, 
the Macedonians together and told them, " That Perfepolis, the 
** metropolis of Perfla, of all the cities of Afia, had done mod 
" mifchief to the Grecians, and therefore he gave it up to the 
plunder and fpoii of the foldiers, except the king's palace. 
This was the richeft city of any under the fun, and for many 
ages all the private houfes were full of all forts of wealth, and 
whatever was defirable. The Macedonians therefore, forcing into 
the city, put all the men to the fword, and rifled and carried a- 
way every man's goods and eftate, amongft which was abun- 
** dance of rich and coftly furniture, and ornaments of all forts. 
u In this place was hurried away here and there vaft quantities of 
filver, and no lefs of gold, great numbers of rich garments, fome 
of purple, others embroidered with gold, all which became a 
plentiful prey to the ravenous foldiers. And thus the royal 
" feat of the Perfians y once famous throughout the world, was nowf 
expoied to fcorn and contempt, and rifled from top to bottom. 
For, though every place was full of rich fpoil, yet the covetouf- 
nels of the Macedonians was infatiably ftill thirfting after more. 
And tjiey were fo eager in plundering, that they fought one 
4t with another with drawn fwords, and many who were conceiv- 
u cd to have got a greater (hare than the reft, were killed in the 
*' quarrel. Some things that were of extraordinary value they 
** divided with their fwords, and each took a fhare ; others in 
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At two leagues diftance from thefe ruins, there is a fa- 
mous mountain, feated between two of the fineft plains in 

the 



at 

«c 

at 

•« 
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* rage cut ofF the hands of fuch as laid hold upon a thing that 
was in difpute. They firft raviflied the women, as they were 
in their jewels and rich attire, and then fold them for flavcs. 
So that by how much Per/epolh excelled all the other cities in 
glory and worldly felicity, by fo much more was the meafure of 
their mi firry and cs.hmky. Then Alexander fe ized upon all rhe 
treafures in the citadel, which was a vaft quantity of gold and 
filver, of the public revenues that had been heaping up, and de- 
ported there fiom the time of Cyrus, the firft king of Per/ta, 
to that day. For there was found as hundred and twenty thou- 
fand talents, reckoning the gold after the rate of filver. Part 
** of this treafure he took for the ufe of [he war, and ordered 
another part of it to be treafured up at Su/a. To this purpofe, 
** he ordered , that a multitude of mules, both for draught and 
" carriage, and three thoufand camels with pack-fad dies mould be 
brought out of Babylon, Mefopotamia, and Sufa, and with thefe 
he conveyed all the treafures to the feveral places he had ap- 
pointed. For, by reafon of his great hatred to the inhabitants, 
he was refolved not to truft them with any thing, but utterly 
to ruin and deftroy Perfepolis : Of whofe palace in regard of its 
Irately ftrttdture, we conceive it will not be impertinent if we 
fay fomething. This ftately fabric or citadel was furrounded 
with a treble wall : the firft was fixteen cubits high, adorned 
with many fumptuous buildings, and lofty turrets. The fecond 
was like to the firft, but as high again. The third was drawn 
like a quadrant four fquare, fixty cubits high, all of the hard- 
" eft marble, and fo cemented as to continue to the Iateft time. 
•* On the four fides are brazen gates, near to which there are cur- 
" tains or pallifades of the fame metal, twenty cubits high, thefe 
were raifed as well to ftrike the beholder with terror, as for the 
ftrengthening and fecurity of the place. On the eaft fide of the 
" citadel, about four hundred feet diftant, flood a mount called 
the royal mount, for here are all the fepulchres of the kings, 
many apartments and little cells being cut into the midft of the 
" rock ; into which cells there is made no direct pafTage, but the 
* coffins with the dead bodies are by machines hoifted up, and fo 
** let down into thefe vaults. In this citadel were many ftately 
lodgings, both for the king and his foldiers, of excellent 
workmanfhip, and treafury chambers mo ft commodioufly con- 
trived for the laying up of money. Here Alexander made a 
** fumptuous fcaft for the entertainment of his friends, in comme- 
" moration of his victory, and offered magnificent facrifices to the 
gods. At this feaft were entertained whores who proftituted their 
bodies for hire, where the cups went fo high, and the reins were 

fo let loofe to drunkennefc and debauchery, that many were both 
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the world, and which is called by the inhabitants by feveral 

names $ fometimes they ftyle it . Kabrejhn GauroH 9 i. e. th* 

fepulchres 

" drunk and mad. Among the reft there was at that time a 
«* courtefan, called Thais 9 an Athenian, that faid Alexander would 
•* perform the mod glorious a£ of any that ever he had done, 
" if while he was feaHing with them he would burn the palace, 
** and fo the glory and renown of Perfia might be faid to be 
" brought to nothing in a moment by the hands of women. This 
" fpreading abroad, and coming to the ears of the young men, 
" (who commonly make little ufe of reafon when drink is in their 
*< heads ) prefently one cries out, Cme on, bring us firebrands, and 
• c fo incited the reft to lire the citadel, to revenge that impiety 
** the Perfians had committed in deftroying the temples of the Gre- 
*' dans. At this others with joy fet up a fhout, but faid, that fo 
*' brave an exploit belonged only to Alexander to perform. The 
" king ftirred up at thefe words embraced the motion, upon which 
€i as many as were prefent left their cups and leaped from the 
S( table, and faid, that they would now celebrate a victorious fef- 
•* tival to Bacchus. Hereupon multitudes of firebrands were pre- 
" fently got together, and all the women that played upon mufi- 
" cal inilruments, which were at the feaft, were called for ; and 
" then the king with fongs, pipes, and flutes, bravely led the way 
to this noble expedition, contrived and managed by this whore, 
" Thais 9 who next after the king, threw the firft firebrand into the 
*' palace. This precedent was prefently followed by the reft, fa 
€i that in a very ihort time, the whole fabric by the violence of 
*« the fire was confumed to alhes (87)**. We have tranferibed this 
long pafTage to avoid a multitude of quotations, fince feveral au- 
thors have either copied Diodorus, or the authors made ufe of by 
him. P tutor eh, in his life of Alexander, gives us an account of 
this tranfa&ion, little different from that which we have jult feen 
indeed he fpeaks lefs confidently of the flory of Thais than /)/•- 
dorus does, whence fome have fufpetfed the truth of it, and whe- 
ther Thais had any concern therein or no. Arriase fays, that Alex- 
ander feized at Pajfargadon on the money which had been Ja id up 
there by Cyrus, and then adds, " the royal palace of the Pcrfian. 
" monarchs he burnt, much againft the will of Parmenio, who 
** intreatedhim to leave it untouched, not only becaufe it was im- 
-< proper to fpoil and dcflroy what he had gained by his valour, 
«« but that he would thereby difoblige the A/iafics, and render 
** them lefs benevolent to him ; for they would then fuppofe that 
" he would not keep Afia in his pofleflion, bat abandon it a* foou a* 
** it was conquered and laid waite. To which Alexander made anv 
** fwer, that he wa- rcfolved to revenge the anticnt injuries hh 
4 * country had received by the Perfians ; who, whoa they arrived! 
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fepulcbres of thtGaurs ; fomc times Nacbs Rujlan, the pic- 
tures of Rujlan ; and fometimes Tiif Ru/tan 9 i. e. the throng 

of 

" with their army in Grace, fubverted Atkins, burnt their temples, 
*' and committed many other barbarous devaftations there. But 
•* this, in my opinion, Teems to have been no prudent or politic 
aflion in Alexander, and was no revenge upon the Perfians at 
all (88)". Strabo fpeaks very concifely on this fubjeft, his words 
are thefe ; " Alexander defbroyed the temple of Per/epolU in re- 
venge of the injuries done the Greeks 9 whofe cities and temples 
the Perfians had formerly deftroyed with fire and fword (89)". 
Curtius has nothing lingular upon this head, except the following 
obfervation. " The city of Perfepolis was fo far from being re- 
" built, that unlefs the river Araxes ran near it, there had not been 
" the leaft fign left to have gueflcd where it flood ; that it was 
" fituated twenty ftadia from the banks of this river, the inhabi- 
«' tants rather believe than know with any certainty (90)". In 
this point, however, he feems to have been miitaken ; for firft, 
he is the only author who fays that Perfefmlis was ruined. Dfo- 
dorus fays indeed that it was plundered ; but as to burning and 
deftroying, what he relates is confined to the palace ; bejides, af- 
ter the death of Alexander* he informs us, that Antigonms, taking 
five thoufend talents of filver out of the treafury at Ecbatana, 
marched into Perfia, and after twenty days arrived at its capital 
Perfepolis (91)- Arrian alfo fpeaks of this city as Ml (landing af- 
ter the dellru&ion of the palace ; and, if we may believe the au- 
thor of the book of. Maccabees, it continued a great and noble 
city. What he fays on this fubject, (lands thus in our translation. 
* 4 About that time came Amtioebiu with di (honour out of the coun* 
try of Perfia* For he had entered the city called Perfepolis, and 
went about to rob the temple, and to hold the city, whereupon 
the multitude, running to defend themfelvcs with their weapons, 
put them to flight ; and fo it happened, that Antiochus, being 
put to flight of the inhabitants, returned with (hame (92). In 
the firfl book of Maccabees, there is dill a more extraordinary 
paffage in refpeel to the point before us. <« About that time, fays 
the author, king Antiochus, travelling through the high countries, 
heard fay, that Elymais, in the country of Perfia, was a city greatly 
renowned for riches, filver, and gold ; and that there was in it 
a very rich temple, wherein were coverings of gold, and breaft- 
plates, and (hields which Alexander, fo* of Philip, the Macedo- 
nian king, who reigned firft among the Grecians, had left there. 
Wherefore he came and fought to take the city, and to fpoil 
it ; but he was not able, becaufe they of the city, having had 
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(88) Exped. Alex. lib. iii. c. 18. (89) Geogr. lib. xv. p. 730. 
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$f Rujlan* This Rujlan^ as we have obferved before, is 
the Hercules of the eaft, or rather the Jmadis> for the ftoriee 
they tell of him are alike fabulous and romantic. Our bufi- 
nefs, however, is not with them, but with the mountain, 
which is one entire rock, harder and capable of a better polifh 
than marble ; it is levelled by art, its fides are perfectly per- 
pendicular, fo that it looks like a large wall, and upon it 
there are figures reprefented in bafs-relief, with great (kill and 
beauty. The firft of thefe, which is about the height of a 
pike from the ground, reprefents a combat between two 
knights, mounted on horfeback, each of them having an iron 
mace in his left-hand. He on the right has a bonnet on hia 
head, and holds out in his right hand a large ring of iron, 
of which the other knight feems to take hold with his right- 
hand ; at the foot of each of their horfes lies a man grovel- 
ling on the ground. All thefe figures, as well of horfes as 
of men, are gigantic ; and as to the meaning of the piece, 
if we truft tradition and the Perfian poets, it is thus to be 
underftood ; they fay, that one of thefe cavaliers was Rujlan 
or Rujlenty the fon of Sal the wbite y the fon of Sam 9 the 
fon of Noramon king of th« Indies ; the fecond Rujlan or 
Ru/lenty the ion of Tahmour king of Perjia ; thefe two prin- 
ces are faid to be engaged in long and bloody wars, and at 
laft tp have agreed to determine their quarrels by a combat. 
The manner in which this was to be performed was thus : 
one extended a ring of iron in his right-hand which the o- 

" warning thereof, rofe up againft him in battle : fo he fled, and 
" departed thence with great heavinefs, and returned to Baby- 
" lo * (93)"- Tjwt this city Elymais was Perfepolis, we have aJl 
the reafon in the world to believe, fince we arc certain, that the 
latter is only a Greek appellation, and not the true name of the 
city ; nor in all probability did the Greeks ever commit the Per- 
fian name thereof to writing. One thing we will venture to ob- 
ferve here, which has not hitherto been remarked by any au- 
thor : it is, this ; Pcrfepolis or Perfapclis fignifies in Greek no 
more than the city of the Perfians ; Elymais /lgnifies the lame thing, 
as alfo Phars~abad % which Sir John Chardin conjectures to be its 
antient name in the Perfic tongue ; hence therefore, we may with 
probability conclude, that its moft antient name was Elymais , de- 
rived from the antient name of Perfia, Elam, that in procefs of 
time when Perjia was called Pbaras, this city might be itiled Pha- 
ras-abad, and that the Greeks might tranflate either of thefe np- 
pcllations into their own language by the word P erf trolls ; all which, 
we fubmit to the curious and inquifitive reader. 

( y j) I Mac* c. vi. <ver. i. 
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thcr laid hold of, it being previoufly agreed, that whoever 
could wrench from the other this iron ring, dould be efteem- 
ed the conqueror, and fhould be obeyed for the future by 
him who ioft it ; they fay too, that the king of Perfia^ who 
is the perfon reprefented by the figure, having a long beard, 
vanquifhed the king of the Indies in this engagement. Be- 
fides this ring and mace, thefe combatants have iron bul- 
lets hanging by chains at the fides of their horfes, which 
it is to be fuppofed they let fly at each other, in the fame man- 
ner as peafants fometimes fight with their flails. Joining 
to this figure there is another, wherein the men are re- 
prefented as of a lefs ftature than in that before defcribed, 
viz* not above feven foot high ; there is a perfon repre- 
fented in the middle of the piece armed from head to foot, 
leaning on a naked fabre with both his hands ; he is faid 
to be the fame king of the Indies before mentioned, be- 
caufehis bonnet and beard refemble thofeof the figure fo called 
in the former piece 5 he turns his head towards five men, 
who have their bodies hid by the wall from the fhoulders 
downwards, perhaps to fignify that they are prifoners ; be- 
hind him, there are three other men in the fame pofition, 
who feem to be making figns to the five over-againft them. 
As to this reprefentation it is impoflible to fay any thing with 
certainty, fince we are furnifhed with no lights by antient 
writers, and the traditions of the modern Per/tans on fuch 
fubje£ts are little to be depended on ; though to fay the truth, 
the common people in Perfia are rather more modeft than elfe- 
where, for when they are a/ked about the meaning of thefe 
figures, they generally fay, God knows. Nay, their men of 
learning content themfelves with affirming, tl^t they relate to 
the antient heroes of their country, without pretending to en- 
ter into particulars. At 120 paces diftance from this figure, 
one finds the firft tomb, but before one comes thither, one 
ftcs here and there on the mountain feveral tablets, which 
feem to have been defigned for fuch reprefentations as have 
been before defcribed ; whence it is evident, that the works 
on this mountain have been left unfinifhed. One fees before 
this firft tomb the reprefentation of a combat hetween a knight 
and a giant ; but as to the meaning thereof, we know as little 
as of that of the former. At fixty paces from this tomb there 
is another, thirty paces from thence another, and at the dif- 
tance of a hundred paces a fourth, which is the laft. There 
are two inferiptions near the third tomb, one fifteen lines in 
length, in the character made ufe of in the inferiptions at the 
palace of Perfepolis. There are many other curious reprefen- 
tations carved on this mountain, fomc porfc&ly whole and 
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found, others much defaced, either through the injuries of 
time and weather, or the brutal zeal of the Mohammedans, 
who pique themfelves much on deftroying images . We fhall 
not detain the reader any longer on fo obfeure a fubjedt, firice 
our defcriptions, however prolix, would never afford him the 
fame idea he may gain at once by looking on the prints infert- 
ed in their travels by Chardin and Le Brun n . Befides, fhould 
we run into a long difcourfe on the conjectures, which have 
been or may be made in relation- to thefe fepulchres, it would 
certainly lead us far out of our road, aud turn very little to 
the edification of the reader. On the whole therefore, we 
ihall content ourfelves with faying, that thefe ftupendous mo- 
numents of antient magnificence are fufficient to fill us with 
high ideas of the wifdom and genius of the antient Per- 
fiansy before fuperftition and flavery took place (X). 

The 

* Vid. Chardn, torn. ii. L* Brun, torn, ii. 



(X) Befides the tombs fpoken of above, there are two near the 
ruins of the palace of Perfepolis, which Sir John Chardin fays, ap- 
peared to him the molt curious remnants of antiquity which he be- 
held there. They are about fix hundred paces from the columns, 
and in order to reach them, there is a neceffity of climbing three 
hundred paces up the rock. Thefe monuments are cut and hol- 
lowed into the rock. The one is on the north, over-againft 
the great ftair-cafe of the palace, the front is 72 feet broad, and 
its height about 1 30, The platform is fquare and like the landing 
place of a flair-cafe ; it is about four feet deep that is cot into the 
mountain ; on each fide there are fix figures finely cut, and exactly 
refembling thofe in the proceffion ; in the wall of the pnlace there 
ire four columns fronting the fpeclator, and exactly in the middle 
there appears a door, but it is only the figure of a door cut in the 
rock, and does not feem ever to hare been defigned for a palTage 
into any cavity behind it. Over this there is another fine piece of 
workmaftfhip full of figures ; and on the fummit there appears an 
altar with fire burning on it, and a reverend perfon holding a bow 
in hit hand, kneeling on a kind of afcent, over-againft it as if at 
his devotions. In the corner of the piece there is a round figure 
which feems to reprefent the fun, and in the middle, as if in the 
air, there is a finall figure of the fame perfon, whom we fee praying 
below, as if he were afcending into the heavens. The other tomb, 
which is on the eaft fide differs not much from this which we have 
defbibed. It has four columns, a falfe door, and has over it an 
altar with fire, and a prince or high-prieft praying before it, with 
the other decorations mentioned before. Some inconfiderable dif- 
ferences there are in the architecture, and in the difpofuion of 
things in this fecond tomb, but we do not think them of confe- 
quence enough to be mentioned here. Sir John Chmrdht tells us, 

that the inhabitants of the country fay, that Nmtrotb or Nimrod 
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The great perfection, which appears in thefe antient works 
and thofe of Perfepolis> leaves us no room to doubt, that 

thofe 

was buried in the firft, and Dar-ab, i. e. Darius in the fecond ; bat 
he thinks the firft fabulous. And as to Darius being interred here, 
he owns it is in fomemeafure warranted by the account given us by 
Arrian ; that Alexander caufed the body of that unfortunate prince 
to be embalmed, and to be fent to his mother, that (he might caufe 
it to be inferred in the tomb of his anceftors. It is allowed, that 
the fepulchres of the kings of Perfia were at E chat ana in Media, 
and that, at the time Alexander fent back Darius' s body, that 
country was new conquered and in great diforder. It is not impof- 
fible therefore, that his mother might caufe him to be buried at 
Perfepolis. However, Sir John Char din himfeif is of opinion, that 
the thing was otherwife, and that thefe tombs were actually clofed 
up before the reign of Darius (94). It is the firm opinion of the 
prefent inhabitants ofPerJuz, that in thefe tombs, and alfo in thofe 
defcribed in the text, there arc concealed great quantities of trea- 
fure and valuable effe&s. It muft be faid in favour of this vulgar 
notion, that it has antiquity on its fide, fince we know that when 
Alexander conquered this country, it was expected that mighty 
fums would be found in the tomb of Cyrus ^95). As on the other 
hand, we know that Jofepbus (96) reports a mighty mafs of money 
to have been laid up in the fepulchre of David. As we are writing 
here a note only, and not a differtation, we mall not expatiate fur- 
ther upon this fubjeel, but confine ourfelves to thefe very tombs in the 
mountain of Hacks Ruftem. It is certain, that not only the com- 
mon people, but people of diftin&ion and learning, concur in be- 
lieving that there are vafl heaps of gold, filver, and other rich 
things, contained i«i thefe repofitories of the dead ; but at the fame 
time they affirm rhis, they aflert with equal confidence, that th» 
pafTagcs within the combs form a kind of labyrinth, out of which a 
man can h irdly ever find his way, fo that many have periflied in 
fcarch of thefe fuppofed mountains of riches. Sir John Chardin, 
however, tells us a ftory of one who actually found and bore 
away fome of thefe mining fpoils ; he had it from the mouth of the 
bailiff of Mirkaskoun* a little town in the neighbourhood of Perfe- 
polis. This man informed him, that about two hundred years be- 
fore, when this country was fubjecl to a prince of its own, who 
reiided at Scbiras, the farmer of his revenues in this part of the 
country, having diflipated his cfFefts, and not being in a condition 
to pay what was due from him to the royal treafury, was under the 
grcatefl dejection of mind, on the receipt of a mefTage from the 
grand vizijr, threatening him, in cafe he did not make a fpeedy 
payment, with a cruel death, and with the felling his wife and 

(94) Clardin V yyag. torn. si. p. 1 66. (95) Arrian. Exped. Alex. 

/'/'. in. ult. Strab. Geogr. lib. ^ c. -jo. {96) Antiq. lik. vii. 

C. I c. 
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thofe who were the authors of them, might, if they had fb 
pleafed, have left marks of their {kill and genius in other parts 
of this empire alfo, or at leaft that their fucceffors might have 
done fomething in the fame way. We have already put our- 
felves under fuch reftri£tidns, as forbid a prolix profecution 
of this hint, and therefore we lhall content purfelves with re- 
marking here, that Mr. Le Brun takes notice in his travels of 
fome remains of antiquity, which he, with two Englijh gentle- 
men, faw near a mountain a league and a half from Sckiras, 
on the left of the plain. There flood here a mofque, called 
the mofque of the mother of Solomon^ fquare, and about 
twenty paces from one corner to the other, having three por- 

i 

children for flaves, in order to produce the fum he was in arrear. 
The poor man, di drafted with fear, and knowing not which way 
to turn him, thought of laying violent hands on himfeif, but check- 
ing this thougTit on a fudden, he faid in his mind, Why mould I 
deitroy myfelf without attempting to throw off this load of misfor- 
tunes by fome other means ? in yon houfe of idols (fo the Moham- 
medans call all places where there are figures in bafs- relief ) every 
body agrees there are vaft quantities of wealth concealed, why 
mould not I go look for it ? If I fucceed I {hall not only pay the 
king, but have wherewithal to live fplendidly myfelf all the reft 
of my days ; and on the other hand, if I perifh, I perifh, death 
is the fame thing in thofe tombs or here. Having taken this re- 
folution, he provided himfeif with lights and with fome provifions, 
attd then efTayed to enter the tombs ; in this exploit he was fo 
lucky, that he fell into a path which led him to a large fquare 
room full of pieces of gold, of which he took a* many as he could 
carry away, and returned home on the fourth day. But as the 
fum he brought back was not quite fufficient to pay his debts, he 
determined to make another experiment, which proved as unfortu- 
nate as his firll had been happy ; for, by fome means or other, 
lofing his way, he perifhed in the mountain, and was never heard 
of more. Many travellers have taken great pains themfelves, and 
where their fpirits have failed, have hired others to attempt the 
finding out the rooms which are faid to be in this mountain, but molt 
of them have toiled in vain, though not all ; for Pietro dclla Valle t 
an author worthy of credit, affirms, that he faw a fquare room, 
built up in the form of a tower, clofe on all fides except a door 
which was almoft at the top, and altogether inacceflible ; this 
he took to be a fepulchre. Sir John Cbardin could find nothing 
like ic, but he declares he does not doubt the fact, and tells ui 
further of his own knowledge, that thefe fubtcrrancous paflages 
are really very perplexed, frequently crofs each other, and are full 
of a moift vapour which quickly extinguifhes lights (97). 

(97 J CbarJht . f'vy. njoL it p. ! " f . 
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ticoes exa&ly refembling thofe at Perfepolis, the firft on the 
eaft, the fecond on the north-weft, and the third on the 
north-eaft. They are eleven feet high, and have on each 
pilafter the figure of a woman as big as the life, with fome- 
thing in her hand, in the fame attitude with the figures on the 
wall atPerfepolis. North-eaft from this ruined mofque, the 
fame author fays, there are feen on the fide of the rock nine 
finall figures, much damaged by time, and only half of them 
appearing above ground ; and on the north-weft a ftone of pro- 
digious magnitude reprefenting a cafk or tun. All the ground 
thereabout is covered with ft ones, and moft of the pil afters 
are out of their places, which could not poffibly have hap- 
pened but by an earthquake ; the cornice however, of the 
middle one is very little damaged : a quarter of a league far- 
ther, the ruins are feen of that wall, which antiently fur- 
rounded this mofque ; and about a league from the mofque, 
the fame gentleman tells us, that he faw feveral figures cut in 
the rock, divided into three tables. The firft table contains 
three figures, one of which is reprefented leaning with its 
hand on a great fword. The fecond reprefents a man with 
fomcthing not unlike a turban on his head. The third figure 
has a mi:rc on its head, and, like the firft, leans its hand on 
the guard of a great fword ; they are very much broken and 
damaged, fo that it is difficult to defcribe them particularly*. 
For which reafon Aye may fuppofe the author has omitted the 
defcriptions of the other two tables. If we may be allowed to 
found any thing on the rcprefentations given us in his prints 
by this accurate traveller, we may with fome affurance, that 
thefe figures are neither fo old, nor executed near fo well as 
thofe on the mountain ofNacbs Ruftem, which they refemble 
much more than any thing which is to be feen at Perfepolis* 
Mr. Le Brun fpeaks frequently of the traditions of the inha- 
bitants relating to fuch things as thefe ; but there is no ne- 
ceflity t>f examining their accounts here, fince we lhall be 
obliged to give an ample account of thefe matters, when we 
ipeak of the Per/tan hiftory, as it has been written by oriental 
authors. In the mean time the reader will be plea fed to ob- 
Curve, that the foregoing relation is a d»re£t proof of the opi- 
nion we advanced, that on a ftri£r enquiry, other fragments 
of antiquity might be found mPerfia 9 than thofe hitherto dc- 
fcribed and magnified fo much. 

k La Brum. Voyag. Vol. ii. p. 299. 
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Of the Antiquity* Government* Cufioms* Arts* Learning, and 

Trade of th't * antient Persians. 

THE Perfians were, without all doubt, a very antient <ffr e origin 
nation. Their country was firft peopled by Elam* or of the? er- 
as fofepbus calls him * Elymus* the fon of Shem ; fians. 
whence Perfia is conftantly called by the facred writers E- 
lam ; nor docs it appear, that it was known to the yews be- 
fore the captivity by any other name. The defcendants of 
Elam fettled firft in that province, which from them was cal- 
led Elymais* and by degrees, as their numbers increafed, 
fpread themfelves into Sufiana and other adjoining provin- 
ces ; as appears from Daniel* who places Sufa* the metro- 
polis of Sufiana, in the province of Elam b (A). All the 
Greek interpreters by Elam underftand Perfia* and in the acls 
the Perfians are called Elamites c . Whence it is probable, that 
they were defcended from Elam* of whom both the country 
and inhabitants borrowed their name. How this name was 
changed into into that of Perfia we have fliewn already. 

The government oi Perfia was monarchical, and the crown Their go- 
hereditary. The kingdom of Elam feems to have been pretty <vernment- 
power/ul even in the time of Abraham ; for Chedorlaomer* 
king of Elam* who was contemporary with that patriarch, is 
faicrin fcripture to have invaded the Zamzummims and Emims % 
who were of a gigantic race, and to have taken and piUaged 
the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah ; though he was at laft o~ 
verthrown by Abraham* who came to the refcue of Lot > 
whom the Elamite had taken prifoner <*. In the time of 
remiah Elam muft have been a great and potent kingdom* 
as is plain from the prophecy, where he foretels the increafo 
of Nebuchadnezzar 's dominions, and particularly, that he 
fhould fubdue Elam* a kingdom on the river Ulai, to the 
eaftward of the Tigris (B). 

But 

* Joseph, antiquitat. c. 8. b Dan ut viii. *. c Act. 
ii. 9 d Gk*. xiv. 5. DBuT.ii. zo, 21. 

(A) And I Jarw in a vjfion, Ciys the prophet, (and it came to pafs 9 
when 1 faw that 1 *was ae Shu Ih an the palace, which is in the pro* 
mince of Elam ) and I /aw in a <vificn y and I tuai by the river of Qlai . 
Shujhan is without doubt the city of Sufa in Sufiana, which flood oh 
the river Eul*w 9 or sn the prophet Hilcs it, Vlai. 

(B) Behold 1 will break the honju tffElam, the chief of their might. 

4*d *p*n Elam will I bring the four <uti*di from the four quarters of 

eke 
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Tbemajef But to fpeak here of Perjia 9 as the fecond of the four 
tyof their great empires (for of the kings who preceded Cyrus , we fliall 
itftg'* have occafion to give fome account hereafter) ; the Perfian 

monarchs were under nocontroul, but governed by their own 
arbitrary will and pleafure. They were revered by their fub- 
jects like deities on earth, none daring to appear before their 
throne, without proftrating themfelves on the ground with a 
kind of adoration. Spercies and Bulls both Lacedemonians 
refufed to comply with this ceremony, as did alfo Conon the 
Athenian ; as Jujlin informs us e , and Ifmenlas the Theban 
declined it, as we read in /Elian f, by letting his ring drop 
from his finger, and then throwing himfelf on the ground to 
take it up. Timagoras^ as we read in Valerius Maximus g , 
was put to death by the Athenians for paying this veneration 
to a Perfian monarch. In the time of Appollonius none were 
allowed to appear before the king, who had not done the 
fame honours to his image. While they were in the king's 
prefence, they were to hold their hands, fo long as their au- 
dience lafted, within their fleeves ; for neglecting this cere- 
mony Antofaces and Mltraus were put to death, as we read 
in Xenophon, by Cyrus the younger. None were fuffered to 
enter the royal palace without the fovereign's leave, except 
the princes who flew Smerdls ; all others, of what rank fo- 
ever, before they fet foot in the palace, were, obliged to ac- 
quaint the king by a meflenger that they defired to attend 
him, and wait his royal pleafure. What refpe& and obedi- 
ence his vaflals payed him we learn from Herodotus^ who tella 
us, that Xerxes being once in danger by fea, many at the 
king's defire ftrove who jfhould be the nrft in leaping over, 
board to lighten the veflel and fave their prince's life, at the 
expence of their own h . They all lived in no left dread of 
the king's wrath, than of the anger of the' gods ; whence 
they looked upon the incurring his difpleafure as the greateft 
misfortune that could befal them in life, and were ready at 

« Justin, 1. vi. 2. f JfL l i a n . var. hiflor. Li, g Va~ 
ler. Maximub, 1. vi. c. 3. h Herodot. I. viii. 

the heaven, and will fc after them towards all thofe winds, and there 
/ball he no nation whither the outcafts of Elam Jhall not come. For J 
will caufe Elam to be diftnayed before their enemies, and before them 
that feek their life : and I will bring e<vil upon them, even my fierci 
anger, faith t be Lord, and 7 will fend the /word after them, till I have 
t onf timed them. And 1 will /et my throne in Elam, and will defray 
/rum t hence the king and the princes, faith the Lofd ( l ). 
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the leaft intimation given them by their prince to become 
. their own executioners. The crown was hereditary, and be- 
ftowed on the eldeft of the deceafed king's lawful children. 
In long or dangerous expeditions, to avoid all contefts, the 
heir apparent was named by the reigning king before he fet 
out on his journey or march. The new king was crowned at 
Pafargada^ or as Pliny calls it Pafagarda by the priefts, 
who bore a great fway in the court of Perjia. This ceremo- 
ny was performed in the temple of the goddefe of war j where 
the king ufed firft of all to cloath himfelf with the garment, 
which Cyrus the founder of the Perfian monarchy, had wore 
before he was raifed to the throne. Being thus attired, he 
ufed to eat fomefigs with a fmall quantity of turpentine, and 
drink a cup of four milk, then * the tiara or crown was 
placed on his head by one of the grandees, in whofe family 
that right was hereditary, and deemed, all over Perjia^ the 
greateft honour a fubje<Sr, coul^ enjoy. The king's tiara was 
by a peculiar name called Cidaris^ being a kind of turban 
rifing up with a fharp point without bending 5 whereas the 
other Per/tans wore turbans bending, in token of fubjedrion, 
down to their foreheads. However, the defcendants of thofe 
who with Darius the fon of Hyjlafpes flew the ufurping Mage y 
were allowed to ufe a tiara bending to the middle of their 
head, and not, as that of the other fubjedfe, reaching down 
to their eye-brows. Round the tiara the king wore a purple 
and white band or diadem ; for nothing elfe is meant by the 
word Diadem in the antient writers, but a band of this na- 
ture wreathed round the forehead k . This tiara with the 
purple and white band is the only enfigrr of royalty we find 
among the Perfian kings of the firft dynafty. The king's 
birth-day was kept as facred, and celebrated with public fports 
and the utmoft pomp and magnificence. His death was be- 
wailed by /hutting the tribunals of juftice for five days ; and 
that fire, which was worfhipped in private families as a houfe- 
hold god, was on that occafion alone extinguifhed The 
king's abode was according to the fcafon, feven months at 
Babylon , three at Sufa y (C) and two at Ec bat art ««. Whence 

they 

' Pi. tn. I. vi. c. 16. * Plut. in Artaxer.v. k Daus. ob- 
fervat. 1. xii. c. 12. Balsa. 1. i. p. 44. 1 Diodor. Sicul. 1„ 
viii. »" Zonar. Annal. 1. i. 

(C) Sufa, called in fcripture Shu/ha*, was the metropolis of tha 
province Sufiana. It was buile on the banks of the river Eul^eus^ 
called by Daniel Ulai, by Memnou, asfome fay, the fon of 1 i t bonus % 

Vol.. IV O o o who 



Jfc Hiftory of the Perffans; Book L 



Aey are compared by Milan n to cranes, and by Ariftotle to 
the Scythian Nomades 9 who y by often fhifting their abode, 
always enjoyed a temperate feafon. They likewife removed 
fbmetimes to Pafargada, and fometimes to Perfefoiis, which 
at laft became their ordinary refidence- The king's court or 
palace had many gates, and each gate a body of guards, whofe 
duty it was not only to defend the king's perfon, but to give 
him notice of whatever they faw, or heard done in any part 
of the kingdom ; whence they were called,, fome the king's ears r 
others, as Ariftotle * informs us, the king's eyes.- To thefe 
meflengers were fent from the moft remote provinces of the 
empire, when any thing happened worthy of the king's know- 
ledge 5 and betides* they received immediate intelligence of 
any fudden commotion by means of fires, which were always 
ready at fniall diftances from each other, and lighted when 
occaflon requi red ; fb that they could in one day receive no- 

n -<£liah. hift. natur. I. ii. c. j. * Arist. I. de mund<x 

who was (bin by the Thejfalians in the Trojan war {2). Strabo (3) 
and Paufanias ( 4) compare the walls of Sufa even with thofe of Ba- 
tylon. CaJJtadorus tells us, upon what authority we know not, and 
therefore give him no credit^ that the walls of this city were ce- 
mented wkh gold. Folyeleius, as we read in strabo ($\ 9 would make 
us believe, that it had no walls, which is no lefs improbable, con- 
fidering the kings of Perjuz reiided there three months in the year* 
and that great part of the royal treafures were lodged in it, as Dio- 
dorus informs us Q6). It was called Sufa from the many lillies 
which grew in that neighbourhood, fays Stephanus, and in the Per* 
fian language bore that name. It is alfo called Memrumia by Hero- 
dotus (7} and others, from its founder Memnon In fcripture it is 
conltantly named (8) the palace ; but be/ides the king's palace there 
was, without all doubt, a city, as is plain from all the prophane 
writers . The city was flickered by a high ridge of mountains from 
the northern winds, which rendered it very agreeable during the 
winter ; but in fummer the heat was fo parching, that the inhabi- 
tants were forced to cover their houfes, as Strabo writes, with earth 
two cubits deep (9). Sufa was in antient times a wealthy and mag- 
nificent city ; Alexander found in it 50000 talents of gold, befides 
jewels of an inellimable value, and an immenfe quantity of gold 
and filver veflels. Here Ahafutrus kept his great fealt, which lafted 
1 83 days. It lies now in ruins and is known, as Tavcrnier informs 
us, by the name of Scboufier or Sufter. 

(2) Strabo, 1. x<v. p. coo. (3) Strabo, ubi fupra. (4) 

Vauf. Mejfen e. 31. (5) Ubi fupra. (6) Diodor. Sic. I. xnjir. 
e.66. (7*1 Herodyt. /. <w. c. 54.. (8) Dan. if Hi. z* Nehem. 
i. 1. Efik. i. z. (9) Strabo, I. 15. 
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iice of any tumult, rebellion* or iavafion, in what part foever 
it happened of that vaft empire. 

The king's palace was deemed holy, and . refpeded as a 
temple.-*' It was extremely magnificent, and furnilhed with 
uteniils of an ineftimahle value. The walls and roof of the 
rooms were all covered with ivory, -fiber, amber, or gpl(L 
The throne was of pure gold, fupported by four pillars richly 
fet with previous ftones* The king's bed was likewHe of 
gold, and Herodotus ° mentions » plane-tree and vine of gold 
prefented to Darius by Pythius a Lydian^ who after the king* 
of Ptrfia was accounted the ricbeft man in the world -(D). 
The hody and branches of this vine, fays Atbenaus were 
enriched with jewels of great value, and the clufters of grapes 
were all precious ftones. It hung over the king's head as he 
iat on the throne- At his beds head flood always a cheft or 
coffer containing five thoufand talents, which was called the 
king's bolfler, and another at his feet with three thoufand ta- 
lents * 5 adjoining to the king's palace were large gardens 
and parks ftocked with all forts of game for his diverfion. Tulfy 
tells us out of Xenophon that Cyrus planted and Cultivated 
one of thefe delicious gardens with his own hand. Alexander 
enriched them with trees and plants out of Greece. The Per* 
ftan kings drank no other water but that of the river Cboa/pes^ 
which was carried about with them in filver veflels whitherfo- 
$ver they went (E), * They drank only Calybonian wine 

made 

o Herodot.!. vit 9 Atmsn. !. xii. vide. Bud. de aff. I. 
iv. 1 Bud^us ubi fupra. r Cic. de feneft. f Herodot. 
\. i. c. 159. 

(D) Pythius, if we believe Herodotus (10), entertained at Cctlenc 
in Phrygia Xerxes and all his army, as he was marching againfl 
Greece, and moreover ©ffered him towards the charges of the war 
two thoufand talents of filver, and three millions nine hundred nine- 
ty three thoufand pieces of gold, all bearing the flamp of his father 
Darius, Xerxes with no lefs generofity not only refufed the treafureg 
offered him, but ordered feven thoufand Darian pieces or Darics to 
be given to Pytbius, as a reward of his affeftion and good will, nor 
did he leave Caelene till the fum was paid. 

(E) It is matter ot difpute among geographers, whether the 
Cboa/pes and the Eul<cus be one and the fame, or two different ri- 
vers. Pliny (i 1) diltinguifhes them, and fays, that they both rife 
in Media, but that the Cboa/pes difcharges itfelf into the Pafitigris, 
and the EuLcus into the lake Cbaracenus. Polycletus like wife, as 



(10) Herodot. I. vii. (i i) Plin. I. vi, c. zj. 
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made at Damafcus in Syria , and touched no bread but what 
was of the wheat of Affhs in Phrygia y and their fak was 
brought from Egypt. The magnificence of their public feafts 
exceeds, as appears from holy writ r , what we read of in the 
hiftories of other nations. Their table was daily ferved with 
Ibmewhat of the produft of each nation fubjeft to them u . 
Among the prifoners taken by Parmenio at Damafcus were, 
as Athenaus w informs us, 277 cooks, 29 who took care of 
the dirties, 17 who mmiftred water, 70 who had in charge 
the wine, 40 employed about ointments, and 66 whofe pro- 
vince it was to prepare garlands ufed, according to the cuftom 
of thofe times, in banquets. During their repaft their ears 
were feafted with the harmony both of vocal and inftrumen- 
tal mufic, and 300 women, of the fweetelt and moft melodi- 
ous voices, were in conftant attendance to divert the king at 
his unbending hours, r It was likewife their province to lull 
him afleep with the melody and variety of their notes, and re- 
create his mind as foon as he awaked in the morning x . Moft 
of the Perftan kings were fo diflblved in pleafures, that they 
fcarce minded any thing befide their own fatisfa&ion. Xer- 

c Esther, i. 0 Athen. 1. viii. w Idem. I. xii. "Idem, 
ibid. 

we read in Strabo (iz\ 9 fuppofes them to he two different dreams, 
though he makes them difembogue themfelves into the fame lake. 
On the other hand, Salmajtus (13^ takes them to be one and the 
fame river under different names ; for the CJjoafpes riling in Media 
buries itfclf under ground, and again appears not far from Sufa ; in 
Media he thinks it is called Cboajfes, and in the province of Suftana 
Eulrcus. This fecms agreeable to what we read in Ptolemy (14), 
who mentions two {p rings of the Eularus (for he no where names 
the Cboajpes) one in Media and the other in Sufiana, Befides, Hero- 
dotus tells us (15), that the Choafpes warned the walls of Sufa, and 
that the Perfian kings drank no other water 5 whence it isxnanifeli, 
that the Choafpes and Eulocus are one and the fame river at leafr. at 
Sufa, and even Pliny (16) and the other writers, who didinguifli 
them, place the city of Sufa on the banks of the Eul<eu$ % and all 
the interpreters take the liver Ulai mentioned by Daniel (17) to be 
the EuLtn . Nor is there any thing more common, than that 
the lame rjver fhould be known in different places by different 
names ; thus the Danube was called by the Latins Danubius 
and Iftet , the Wrjer Vlerra and Vifutgis % the Po Padus and Erida- 

{12 ) Sh-aho, J. XV. f. y \ . ( r }) Satmaf. in So/in. p. 49 ( I 4 

Ptul I. vi. <-. ( 1 5) Ihroditt. L i. c. 153. (16) Plin. ubi Jupru 
i 1 ~) Pan. viii. 
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xes was not afhamed to propofe, by a public edi&, an ample 
reward to any one that (hould devife a new pleafure y . The 
king feldom admitted others to his table, befides his wife and 
mother ; fuch as received this honour were fo placed as hot 
to fee, but only be feen by, the king 5 for they thought it was, 
in fome degree, a degrading of their majefty to appear fubject 
to the fame neceffities with other mortals. This defire of ap- 
pearing above the level of other men was what confined them 
within their palaces, and fcarce ever fuffered them to appear 
abroad. Their luft and voluptuoufnefs fufRciently appears 
from the book of Efther, and Tully * adds, that the revenues 
of whole provinces were employed on the attire of fome of 
their favourite concubines, one city being obliged to fupply 
them with ornaments for their hair, another for their necks, 
£s>V. Nay Socrates a mentions an ambaflador, who being 
fent into Perjia fpent a whole day in travelling through a 
country which was called the Queen' s Girdle , and another 
day before he reached the borders of a rich territory ftiled the 

Queen 9 s Head-drefs. 

The king's children, more efpecially the eldeft, were pre- The kings 
fently after their birth committed to the care of eunuchs. At children* 
feven years old they learnt under experienced inftru<5tors to 
ride and hunt, which were looked upon as the moft manly ex- 
ercifes ; at the age of fourteen they were put under the dis- 
cipline of four learned preceptors, of which one was to teach 
them prudence, another juftice, the third temperance, and 
the fourth fortitude b. 

The king's ordinary guard confifted moft ly of Perjians. The king's 
Curtius mentions a guard which attended the king's perfon, guarj. 
confiftingof 15000 men, who were called the king's relations - 9 
there was alfo a body of 10000 choice horfe-men, <d\ Perjians, 
who accompanied him in all his expeditions, and were called 
immortal. His guards received no pay, but were very plen- 
tifully provided with all neccflaries of life. 

But the grandeur and magnificence of the Perfwn kings The 
appeared no v/hcre greater than on occafion of the public fa- ners oftlvt 
crifices, at which they often aflifted, as we f li ail have occafi- Perfians, 
on to take notice in the next feclion, as alfo of their funerals 
and other religious ceremonies in ufe among the Perjians. 

Now to fay fomething of the cuftoms and manners of the M> rv //w 
anticnt Perjians, they had a particular care of the education educated 
of their children above any other nation. A Ion was not ad- their chtl 
mi t ted to the prefence of his father, but was brought up by 

y Cic. Tufc. qu.xft. Vai. Max. I. ix. c 2. 2 Cic. in Vcr. art. 

v. Socr at. in Plat. Alcibiad. bXENom.l i.e. 11. Bri*-- 
ao*N , Polit. women 
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women of the beft characters, till he attained the age of five 
years, left if he fhould die before that time his father might: 
be too much grieved at his death,. At five years old tjbe 
children of fuch as could afford it were committed to the tul- 
tion of learned m afters or Mages , who carefully taught them* 
ttiore by examples than precepts , the practice of jufticc, pa-? 
tience, fobriety, abftinence, and all other virtues. They 
took great pains to implant in their bre^fts an averfion to all 
manner of vice, cfpecially to lying arid contracting debts* 
They learned alfo to ride, to {hoot with bows, and fight or* 
horfe-back. This was their education till feventeen years of 
age, when the children of men of rank were admitted among 
the king's guards, and attended him at home when he went 
a hunting, or abroad in his warlike expeditions, They were 
brought up with fuch an awful refpe£t to their parents, that 
they never offered to fit down in their prefence. Every far- 
ther had power of life and death over his own children, but 
was reftrained by the laws from exercifing fuch feverity for 
fmall faults, or for one crime alone. 
Tbemifcel- The Per/tans were antipntly all trained up to military exr 
laneous cu- ercifes, but more efpecjally to handle the bow, which they 
ft*msofthe&& with great dexterity, whence it is, „ that we find the bow 
ferfians. of Elam mentioned by the prophet Jeremiah % and the quiver 

of Elam by Ifaiah d , as the arms peculiar to this nation. From 
the age of five years to that of twenty they taught their fons, 
chiefly three things, as Herodotus informs us c , to manage a 
borfe 9 to ufe with dexterity the boxu^ and to fpeak truth. A 
numerous iUiie was looked upon by them as the greateft blef- 
fing which the gods could beftow, ar*d fuch as could {hew a 
r numerous offspring received yearly prefents from the king f. 
They celebrated their birth-days with great pomp and magnir 
ficencc, furnifhing their tables on fuch occafions in a very 
plentiful manner, tho' at other times they lived very fparingly, 
at Icaft under their firft kings In their diet they were very tem-r 
pcrate, but were always inclined to drinking j they ufed even 
to debate the molt important matters in their cups j but the 
maftcr of the houfc, where they met to confult, propofed the 
fame fuhjc£l the next day, before they tafted any liquor, when 
the rcfolutions taken the day, before were approved or rejected s t 
When they met they falutcd with a kifs on the mouth, if 
they were equal ; on the cheek, if one was fomcwhat inferior 
:o the other ; but thofe who were of a much lower rank ufed 
to proftrate themfelves»on the ground, when they met or ac- 

* Jut c xlix. 3-. * Isa.c. xxii. 6. c He robot. I. i. 
n«R aid. uhin.pia. 8 Hi;rodot. ibid. 

•oftcd 
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cofted their fuperiors. ~They fhewed moft value for thofe that 
lived next to them, and very little to fuch as lived at a great 
diftance, as if men were more or lefs worthy, in proportion 
as they lived at a greater or fmaller diftance from diem h . 
No nation was ever more ready to adopt foreign cuftoms. 
They no fooner conquered the Medes, but they affiimed their 
drefe ; in war they ufed the Egyptian armour after they had 
fubdued that kingdom ; and imitated the Greeks^ as foon as 
they became acquainted with them, in the worft of vices, as 
Herodotus himfelf owns K They were indulged many wives, 
and befides as many concubines as they were able to maintain, 
thofe who had many children, being looked upon as heroes, 
of as great prowefs, as thofe who had diftinguifhed themfelves 
in military exploits. They bore fuch refpeft to their parents 
that they thought it impoflible a man fhould ever put to death ' 
his father or mother, whence no punifhments were inflifted 
by their laws on fuch offenders, and if any one was indi&ed 
for committing fo heinous a crime, he was always declared 
by the judges fpurious or fuppofititious. To affirm a falfhood 
was accounted the utmoft infamy, and next to that tha being 
in debt, becaufe it expofed a man to the necefiity of lying. 
If any among them happened to be infefted with a leprofy, or 
any other diftemper of that nature, he was not permitted to 
ftay within the city, nor to converfe with the others, having, 

as they believed, drawn this punifhment upon himfelf by com- 
mitting fome offence againft the fun. All Arrangers that were 
fubjecfc to this diftemper were expelled the country. Thefc 
cuftoms, and fome others relating to their funerals, of which 
we fhall fpeak in the next fe£tion, we have learned of Herodo- 
tus ^ who tells Us, that he can with certainty affirm them to 
be true. 

The moft fevere punifhment in ufe among the Perjians Their pu- 
was that of fhutting therfi up between two boats, which was nijbments. 
done in the following manner. They made two boats on 
purpofe, fo even that the one was neither broader nor longer 
than the other ; then they laid the offender in one of them on 
his back, and covered him with the other, his hands, 
feet, and head being left uncovered, and appearing through 
an opening made for that purpofe. In this pofture he was 
fupplied with victuals and drink by the executioners, who 
even forced him, by thrufting fharp iron tools into his eyes, 
to eat what was neccflary to fupport nature, left he fhould 
ftarve himfelf, and thereby put an eml to his pain. On his 
face, that was placed full in the fun, they poured honey, 

* Idem ibid; \ H* 10 dot. ubi fupra. 

which 
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which inviting the flies and wafps, they tormented him no 
lefs than the fwarms of worms that were bred by his excre- 
ments, and devoured his body to the very entrails. Under 
fuch a complication of unrelenting torments the unhappy of- 
fender lived many days ; for Plutarch, who defcribes this 
cruel manner of putting to death tells us, that Mithri- 
datesy whom Artaxerxes condemned to this punHhment for 
killing his brother Cyrus *, lived feventeen days in the utmoft 
agonv, and that the uppermoft boat being taken off at his 
death, they found his flefli all confumed, and fwarms of 
worms gnawing his very bowels. Such as were convicted 
of high ti eafon were condemned to have their head and right- 
hand ftruck off ; which fentence was, by order of Artaxerxes > 
executed even on the dead body of his brother Cyrus K But 
by the anticnt laws of Perjia the king was reftrained from 
putting any man to death for a fingle crime ; and befides, the 
judge was to examine narrowly into the actions of the delin- 
quent ; and if his faults were found to over-balance his former 
fervices, the king was allowed to punifli him at plcafure, if 
not, he was either pardoned, or punilhed lefs feverely m. 
Poifoners were prefled to death between two ftones, which 
punifhment we find inflicted upon Gigis, a woman greatly 
favoured by Paryfatis, mother to Artaxerxes, for having 
confpired with her to poifon queen Statira n . 

The Per/tans were beyond any other people jealous of 
their wives and concubines. It was death to touch any of the 
king's women, to fpeak to them, or even to come near 
them or their coaches as they travelled. They were allowed 
to marry their own fitters and daughters ; thus we are told, 
that Artaxerxes married two of his daughters, Amejlris and 
Atojfa, though he had promifed them to others. Minutius 
Felix ° reproaches them with marrying, or criminally con- 
vening with, their mothers ; and Eufebius quotes a faying of 
Bardefancs, which fliews, that they were indulged by law to 
many their fitters, daughters, and mothers. This inceftuous 
cuftom they obferved alfo in other countries, namely in E- 

k Plutarch, in vita Artaxerxis. 1 Plutarch, ibid, 

w He rolot. ubi fupr. "Plutarch, ubi fupr. ° Arnob. 
contra gentes. 

* Artaxerxes, according to Plutarch (i), rewarded Mithridates for 
killing his brother Cyrus ; but put him to this cruel death for 

boniling of it, being him felfdefirous to pafs for the perfon who had 
done it. 

( i) Pluttrcb in wV. Jrttft* 

gyp** 
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gypt 9 Phrygian and Galatia, as Eufebius witnelles *, where 
they were on that account abhorred by the inhabitants, and 
nicK-named Magujfai, or, addi&ed to magic They were 
the firft that introduced thofe amphibious animals called Eu- 
nuchs ^ which Petronius Arbiter 1 and Seneca f impute to their 
infatiable lechery. 

Th e firft that caufed gold and filver to be coined in Perfia Their m** 
was Darius the fon of Cyaxares, or as he is called in fcripture n *J* 
Darius the Mede 9 the founder of the Medo-Perfian monarchy 
(F). In his reign were coined thofe famous pieces of gold 
called Darics, which for many ages were preferred, being of 
pure gold, to all other coins throughout the eaft. They were 
ftamped on one fide with an archer, cloathed in a long robe, 
and crowned with a fpiked crown, holding a bow in his left- 
hand,- and an arrow in his right ; ort the other fide was the 
effigies of Darius To thefe pieces alluded Agejilaus, when 
finding himfelf obliged to quit Afia in order to fupprefs the 
tumults, which Artaxerxes had by dint of gold ftirred up in 
Greece, he /aid, that the king of Perfia had driven him out of 
his dominions, with thirty thoufand archers ». The Darics 
were of the fame weight and value with the Attic Stater. 
Darius feems to have learned the art and ufe of money of the 
Lydtans, for the Atedes had no money before they conquered 
Lydia w j whereas Craefus king of Lydia had coined innumer- 
able pieces of gold called Crasfei ; as it was not reafonable that 
the coin of Lydia fhbuld continue current after the downfal 
of the kingdom, we may fuppofe, that Darius recoined the 
Cratfei with his own effigies, without altering their weight 
or value All thefe pieces of gold, that were afterwards 
coined of the fame weight and value, by the fucceeding kings, 
not only of the Perftan but alfo of the Macedonian race, were 
called Darics from this Darius , in whofe reign they were firft 
coined (G). 

p Euf£B. dePrscpar. Evangelic. I. vi. c. 8. * Idem, ibid, 
r Pbtron. Arb. Satyr. r Seneca controver. 4. 1. x* 

c Plutarch, in Artaxer. tt Plutarch, ibid. w Hero- 
dot. J. i. a 71. "Sir I/kac Newton* s chronolog. p. 320. 

(F) We are told by Suhiar, Harpocrathn, and the fcholiaft of 
Ariftspbanes < \B) 9 that the firft pieces of gold were coined not by 
Darius the father of Xerxes, but by a more antienc Darius, who 
muft necefiarily have been Darius the fon of Cyaxares % king of the 
Medes, fince we know of no other Darius reigning fo early in the eaft. 

(G) In thofe parts of icripture that were wrote after the Baby- 
lonijb captivity (19), thefe pieces are mentioned by the name of 

(18 Harpocr. Scbtfiajf, Arifiopb.p, 741, 742. Smidas in bapuuif. 

(tq) i Cbrom. xxix. 7. Szra.'uiif. 27. 

V*i . IV. Ppp 4darkon'sm % 
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There was, it fcems, no great learning among the 
Perfians before the time of Zoroaftres^ whom the Per/tans 
call Zerdujht or Zaratu/h 9 who flourished in the reign of 
Darius Hyjiafpes^ and was the great mathematician and phi- 
lofopher of the age he lived in. The Afages, being in- 
ftruded in the mathematics, aftronomy, and natural philo- 
fophy, partly by him, and partly by Hyftafpes the father of 
Darius, were reputed above all others fkilled in thofe arts. 
Hyjlafpes had travelled into India , and lived there fome time 
among the Brachmans^ in order to learn their myfteries and 
fciences, for which they were famed at that time, and on his 
return communicated to the Mages what he had learned, im- 
proving that fe£t not only in religion, but in all natural know- 
ledge T . But this fubjeft fhall be treated more at length in 
the following feftion, we lhall only add here, that this know- 
ledge was locked up among the priefts, and feldom commu- 
nicated to any, except thofe of the royal family, whom they 
were bound to inftrudt z . 

The poverty of the antient Perfians, and their contempt 
of riches, (hews them to have been quite ftrangers to trade 
and commerce, which are carried on with a profpeft of gain. 
Before the conqueft of Lydia they had no money, nor any 
cloathing but fkins • they ufed water for drink, and had nei- 
ther wine nor any other thing, but what their barren country 
produced, as appears from the fpeech of Sandanis difluading 
Crasfus from invading Per/ia*. * After they fubdued Lydia, 
and were mafters of fo many rich provinces, they very likely 
applied their minds to trade and navigation, to fupply them- 
felves with thofe commodities which their country wanted, 
and at the fame time difpofe of their own produ£tions. But 
as we can advance nothing with refpe£t to their trade, war- 
ranted by good authorities, we fhall difmifs this fubjedt, and 
haften to their military difcipline. 



Alcibiad. i. 
2 He- 



* Ammi an. Marcell. 1. xxiii. "Plato ir 

Stobjeus 496. Clem. Alex and. in Pxdagogo. 

ROD O T . 1. l.C 71. 

Adarkonim, and by the Talmudifts are called (20) Darkomotb, both 
from the Greek Aapitfui, that is Dmrics. They were probably 
coined by Darius during the two years he reigned at Babylon, while 
Cyrus was abfent on his Syrian, Egyptian, and other expeditions. 



one of our guineas. 



than 



(20) Bu.xtor . Ltxic . Rabbinic . p, 577. 
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The Perfians learned from their childhood to ride and Their fol 
handle their bow, as we have hinted above, and by the man- diety. 
ly exercife of hunting inured themfelves to the toils of war b . 
They never parted with their fwords, quivers, and bows, even 
in time of peace, but when they went to repofe, and had them 
even then always ready at hand « ; which cuftoms the Romans ^ 
who never ufed any weapons but in the field, looked upon as 
unbecoming a civilized nation As fooH as they were able 
to bear arms they were obliged to enter themfelves in the lift 
of foldiers, but received no pay till the age of twenty e . In 
time of war they were all bound, on pain of death, except 
fuch as were difabled by age, to appear under their refpedtive 
colours, and attend the king in his expeditions f (H). They 
ufed no mercenaries in the time of Her odi anus f , nor main- 
tained 

b STRABO, 1. XV. « AMMIAN. MaRCELL. 1. 23. d OviD. 

Trift. J. 5. « Strabo, i. xv, £ Herod. 1. iv„ B HE- 
ROD IAN . 1. HL 

(HJ Herodotus tells us, that while Darius was marching from Sufa 
with his forces againll the Scythians, OEobaz.us 9 a noble Perjian, 
who had three fons in his army, begged, that one of his fons 
might be left at home to comfort him in his old age. The king 
received him with great demonftrations of kindnefs, and told him, 
that he would grant him more than he alked, for he defigned to 
leave him all his fons. This anfwer gave the old man great joy, 
for he did not doubt but Jthe king would be as good as his word. 
OEohaxus was fcarce departed, when Darius commanded the offi- 
cers appointed for fuch purpofes to put all his fons to death, and 
lent their dead mangled bodies home to their father's houfe (2 1 ). 
We have another, ftill more dreadful, inftance of the Per/tan feve- 
rity on fuch occafions ; Pythius the Lydian, as we have hinted above, 
entertained with great magnificence Xerxes and all his army, and 
offered him two thoufand talents of Giver, and three millions nine 
hundred ninety three thoufand pieces of gold to defray the expencea 
of the war which he was carrying on againft: Greece. The king 
was fo taken with his zeal and affeftion, that he promifed to grant 
him whatever he Ihould afk. Pythius had then no requefl to make ; 
but fome time after being frightened with an eclipfe of the fun, and 
confiding in the merit of his liberal offer, and the king's unlimited 
promife, entreated him to difchargo the eldeft of his five fons who 
were all in his army, that he might have fome body to take care of 
himfelf in his old age and of his tftate. He had no fooncr uttered 
this requeft, but the king, tranfported with rage, and forgetful 
both of his own promife and the former merits of Pythius , comnun- 

(21) Herodet. /. iv. Seneca , de ira L iii. r. 16. 
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tained a ftanding army, but were all obliged, when occafion 
required, to repair to their colours, returning to their refpe&ive 
homes when the war was at an end, without any other pay 
or reward, but their {bare of the plunder. 

Tteir ar- war * e y wore on t * ie nca ^ a ^ara, or head-piece, fo 

mour and thick that it was proof againft all kinds of offcnfive arms ; 
iifciflinc. on body a coat °^ ^ wrought in likcnefs of fcales, and 

cmbellifhed with fleeves of various colours ; their thighs were 
defended with cuifles ; their (hields, or rather targets, were 
of wicker, their javelins fhort, their bows of an uncommon 
length, their arrows of reeds ; they wore fhort fwords (H2) 
hanging from a belt on the right fide K Their horfes were 
likewife covered with armour or thick hides, as we read in 
Xenophdn^ Curtius, and Ammianu{ Marcellinus y &c. They 
•were fure marks -men, and quicker than any other nation in 
difcharging, efpecially on their flight, which was peculiar to 
them and the Parthians ; however, in the time of Procopius y 
their arrows did but fmall execution, which he afcribes to the 
jlacknefs of their bows ; whereas no fhield or armour was 
proof againft the Roman arrows !*. The number of their dead 
they knew only when tbe.campaign was at an end, and in the 
following manner. Before they took the field they palled be- 
fore the king or commander in chief, each man throwing an 
arrow into a bafket 5 thefe bafkets were fealed up with the 
royal fignet %ill they returned from the campaign, when they 
palt mufter in the fame manner, every one taking an arrow 
out of the fame bafkets ; when they were all paft, the remai- 
ning arrows were counted, and fiom their number they reck- 
oned the number of their dead. This antient cuftom conti- 

h Herodot. !. vii. Xenoph. 1. vii. „ 1 Xenoph. 1. viii. c. 
J90. * Procop. 1. i. deBell. Perf. c. 18. 

ded the body of hU elded fon to be cut afunder, and one part laid 
on the right hand of the way, and the other on the left, that the 
army might pafs between both ( 22). So heinous a crime it was, 
according to the Ptrfian discipline, to exempt one's felf from the 
fervice, or even afk an exemption for others. 

(H2) They wore rather daggers than fwords ; texjofephui (24) 
compares them to the poignards ufed by ruffians, and Darius, find- 
ing in his firft engagement with Altxander that the length of the 
' Macedonian fwords did not contribute a little to the vittory, caufed 
the Perfian fwords, or Acinaces as the Latins call them, to be con- 
fiderably lengthened (25). 

(zz) Herodot. /. vii. Seneca, de ira. J. iii. e. 17. (24J Jofepb. 
Ant i qui tat. J. xx. r. 7. (.25) Diodor. SicuL /. xvii. 

nued 
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nucd even in die tim of Pro eopius * . They wore over their 
armour great-coats of purple, but the king's was white, by 
which badge he was known and often aimed at by the ene- 
mies i. They excelled all nations in horfemanfhip, being ao 
cuft«med thereunto from their very infancy ; among them it 
wa* difrepu tabic ever to appear in public but on horfe-back ; 
on horfe-back they tranfaded all their private and public affairs, 
held their atfentblies, vjfited their friends, &c. *». This cuf- 
tom in procefs of time began to degenerate into luxury, the 
Perjians Arriving to outdo each other in the richnefs of their 
caparifons, their very horfes, as Dionyfius expreflcs it n , 
champing the pureft gold. They fought not only on horfe- 
back, ,but likewife from chariots drawn by four, fix, and 
fometimes eight horfes °. They were the firft, if we believe 
Xenophon p , that introduced the ufe of chariots armed with 
fcythes (I ). When they went on any expedition, their wives, 
mothers, children, &V. followed the camp q , which cuflom 
was obferved amongft all the eaftern nations ; their prefence, 
they thought, infpired them with courage, fince they were to 
lofe at once whatever was dear to them in the world, if they 
did not behave as they ought. Their provifions and baggage 
were carried on camels, the foldiers being loaded with no 
other burden but that of their arms p . In what manner 
they marched we learn from Herodotus^ who defcribes the 
march of Xerxes' s army thus f . The baggage, whether carried 
by fervants or beafts of burden, appeared in the front, and 
was followed by men of all nations, formed into a body with- 
out diftinftion. Between thefe and the reft of the army was 
left an interval, that they might not mix with that part where 
the king was. Before him marched a thoufand horfe-mcri, 

k Paocor- abi fupra. J Hero dot. I. ix. Xinopii. 1. vii. 
p. 136. Plut. in Artaxerxe. ro Xenop hon. L iv. p. 81. &l. viii. 
p. 190. Justin. K xli. c. 3. , n Dionts. defitu orbis. 0 Xi- 
noph- 1. vi. p. 124. p Xenoph. Cyropaed. 1. viii. prope finenu 
? Curt. 1. iii. 8. 12. Xenoph. 1. iv. p. 76. 1 Herodot. 1. 
viii. f Herodot. I. vii. 

(I) Xenophon afcribes tq Cyrus the invention of chariots armed 
with fcythes (26). But Diodorus tells us out of Ctefias, that Sg+ 
mi rami s, in the war which ftie waged with the BaBrians y had in her 
army 700 chariots armed with fcythes (27 ), and feems to make th* 
Affyrian kings the firft inventers of them. Whence it is plain, 
both from Xenophon and Diodorus , that Hefychius was miflaken when 
he afcribed this contrivance to the Macedonian*. 

{26) Cyrop<ed. I. viii. prope finem. (27) Diodor. Skuf. /. iii. 

and 
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and the like number of fpear-mcn with their fpears pointing 
downwards. After thefe came ten great horfes, bred in the 
plains of Media called the Nifean plains (K), caparifoned 
with rich furniture, being confecrated to Jupiter. The 
chariot of that god immediately followed, drawn by eight 
white horfes, the driver on foot, holding the reins, no mortal 
being allowed to mount the feat. After Jupiter appeared the 
king in a chariot drawn by Nifean horfes. A thoufand chofen 
fpear-men, all Perjians, marched next to the king, and were 
followed by another body of horfe, confifting of a thoufand cho- 
fen men of the fame nation. After the horfe ten thoufand 
Perjian foot advanced, and of thefe one thoufand armed with 
javelins, which, inftead of the common ornaments, were 
embellifhed with pomegranates of gold. The other nine 

Their re- t ' 10U '" an d na ^ pomegranates of filver. The ten thoufand foot 
wienvs were followed by ten thoufand Perjian horfe, and at the dift- 
manner of *nce of two Itades. The reft of the forces advanced promif- 
dedaring cuoufly. They computed the number of their forces in the 
nvar, &c. following manner. Ten thoufand men were crowded into as 

narrow a piece of ground as they poffibly could, and a kind 

of furrow being drawn round them, they caufed the like num- 
ber to enter th<: ground, and continued fo doing till the whole 
army was computed c . When they intended to make war 
upon any nation they fent heralds or ambaiTadors to demand of 
them earth and water ; that is, to command them to fubmit 
and acknowledge the king of Perfia as the fovereign lord of their 
country » (Lj. This manner of declaring war they borrowed 

of 

■ 

f Herodot.1. vii. *Diodor..Sicul. I. xi. Herod. 1. iv. 

(Kj The Mifean or Nifean fields in Media are celebrated by all 
the antients for the large, ftrong, and fleet horfes that were bred 
there (28), and which alone the Perjian monarchs ufed after they 
were matters of that country. 

. (L) Some have erroneously imagined, that by this demand no . 
tiling elfe was meant, but that thofe to whom it was djretted mould 
furnifli the Perjian army with fuch a quantity of provifions. But the 
<3ontrary is plain from all the antients, efpecially fromHerodotus, who 
tells us, that Darius difpalched a meftenger to Indathyrfus king of Scy- 
thia commanding him to own the king ©/"Perfia for his fovereign, and to 

frefent him with earth and water in token of his fubmiffion. To this mef- 

lage thcXcythian returned anfwer, that he acknowledged no other lords 
but Jupiter his progenitor, and Vefta queen ofxhe Scythians, and that,in 
fteajl of prefenting him with earth and water, he would fend him fuch a 



(28) Ihrsdtt . /. vii. Jmmian. Mar. I. xxiii. Tbem'JIim Orat. v. Wc. 
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of the Medcs, as Plutarch informs us, and the Medes leem 
to have imitated in that, as in many other things, the Ajfyri- 
ans, who, as appears from the book of yudith w , ufed in that 
manner to require an entire fubmiffion. In time of action 
the king was always in the center * ,and ufed to encourage his 
men with a fpeech 7. The fignal was given with the found 
of trumpets, and followed b^an univerfal fliout of the whole 
army *. The watch- word was in ufe even among them, for 
Xenophon, fpeaking of Cyrus* tells us, that his was, Jupiter 
our leader and proteclor *. The royal banner was a spread- 
eagle of gold, carried on the point of a long fpear b . They 
reckoned thofe happy who died in the field, and inflicted ex- 
emplary punilbments on fuch as abandoned their pQfts, or 
fled from their colours They ufed no ftratagems, nor ca- 
red for any advantages that were not owing to their valour 
or, as Ammianus Marcellinus cxpreffes it, thought it unfair 
and bafe to fteal a vidtory r . They never fought in the night, 
unlefs attacked by the enemy, nor marched before the riling 
of the fun f . Duels or fingle combats were in ufe among them, 
as is plain from the ftories of Darius * and Polydamas \ This 
is what we have been able to gather, from unqueftionable au- 
thorities, relating to the military difciplinc of the antient 

Per/tans. 

w Judith, c. ii. 7. x Xenoph. I. i. jW£«<t. y Stobjrvs. 
far. xlii. Curt. &c. * Curt. 1. iii. Diodo r. Sicul. 1. xvii, a Xn- 
voph. Cyropsed. 1. vii. p. 137. Xenoph. Cyropajd. 1. vii. 
p. 136. Philostrat. Iconum. 1. ii. c. 32. c Plutarch, im 
Artaxerx. Ammian. Marcell in. 1, xxiii. * Justin. 1. xi. 
€ Ammian. Marccilin. 1. xvii. f Curt, 1. v.. 12. 6. * Dior 
dor. Sicul. 1. xvii. k Pausan 1 as. in Eliac. 

prefent as he de/erved, and perhaps might make him repent of his 
infolence in affuming the title of his mailer. And accordingly he 
fent him fometime after a melTenger to prefent him on his part with 
a bird, a mo ufe, a frog, and five arrows, which Darius would 
fain have interpreted as a tacit fubmiffion, and a giving him poffeffi- 
on of the land and water ; for, faid he, the moufe is bred in the 
earth and lives on the fame food as man ; a frcg live* m the wa- 
ter ; a bird may be compared to a horfe, and by the arrows they 
feem to deliver their whole force into my hands. But Gobryas wa$ 
of opinion, that the king of Scythta gave them to underltand by 
fuch a prefent, that unlefs the Perfimns could afcwjd into the air 
like a bird, or conceal themfclves in the earth like mice, or plunge 
into the fens like frog*, they ihould meritably perifh by thofe ar- 
rows (29). 



(29) Hm/vt A iv. 



A* 
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Their As to their laws, they are greatly commended by Xenophon, 

laws. who prefers them to thofe of any other nation whatfoevcr *, 

and obferves, that other law-givers only appointed punifh- 
ments for crimes committed, but did rfbt take fufficient care 
to prevent men from committing them ; whereas the main 
defign of the Perfian laws was to infpire men with a love 
for virtue and abhorrency of -vic^, fo as to avoid the one and 
purfue the other, without regarding either puntfhments or re- 
wards. To attain this end, parents were not by their laws 
allowed to give their children what education they pleafed ; 
but were obliged to fend them to public fchools, where 
they were educated with great care, and never fuffered,. till 
they had attained the age of feventeen, to return home 
to their parents. Thefe fchools were not under the care 
. of common mercenary matters, but governed by men of 
the firft quality and beft characters, who taught them by 
their example the practice of all virtues ; for thefe fchools 
were not defigned for learning of fciences, but pra£hfing 
of virtue. The youths were allowed no other food but 
bread and creffes, no other drink but water at leaft 
from the age of feven to feventeen. Thofe who had not been 
educated in thefe fchools were excluded from all honours and 
preferments A (M). There were particular laws agaihft in- 
gratitude, and whoever had done any one a good office, if 
he did not meet with a fuitable return, could bring an action 
againft the ungrateful pcrfon, who upon conviction was punilh- 
ed with great feverity m (Nj. When any one went to give 

advice 

* Xenoph. cyropacd, 1. i, * Xinoph. ibid. Justin. I. 
xli. Cic. 1. 5. Tufculan. quseft. > Xenoph. ibid. » Xenoph. 
ibid. Ammian. Marcejl. L iii. 5. Theuistocies, orat. 3. 

(M) Thefe fchooh the Perfians called Liberal markets ; for they al- 
lowed no public place for buying or felling, as appears from Gy- 
rus** anfwer to the Lacedemonians, telling them, that he was not 
afraid of thofe who in the midft of their cities have a place of 
public refort, where they cheat one another by mutual oaths ; 
which wordi,adds Here fans (30), were levelled at all the Greets t v/ho 
in every cicy had fome public place for buying and felling, where* 
as the Perfians allow of no fuch places, nor any place at all of pub- 
lic refort. 

(N) Seneca therefore was miftaken when he Cud, that laws, a- 
gainft ingratitude were to be found among the Macedonians alone ; 
excepta Macedonstm genti. fayi h* § nen eft in mild data adverfus in- 



(30) lUndtJ. u 
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advice to the king* either of his own accord, or by the prince's 
order, in propofing his opinion he flood upon an ingot of gold, 
which he was rewarded with, if his advice was found whol- 
fome, if otherwile* hf was publicly whipt °. 

Before we dofe this fe&ion, we (hall add fome particu- 
lars, relating to the Perjian kings, gathered from the befl: 
authors. The kings of Perjia were above all others the moft 
arbitrary and abfolute, and looked upon their fubjedts, how- 
ever diftinguHhed by birth or fortune, as the meaneft of flaves. 
None, their own children not excepted, durft addrefs them 
with any other title, but that of Lord, great king, king of 
kings ? ; which high-founding titles they feem t6 have borrow- 
ed from- the Affyrians ; {or Daniel* in fpeaking to Nubu~ 
chadne%%ari gives him the title ofMng.of kings. As the Per- 
fans imitated in this the haughtiness of the AJfyrians, , fo did 
the Parthians that of the Perfians % and continued this ftyle 
even to the time of the emperor Confiantius, to whom Sapor 
king of Partbia wrote himfelf, king of kings, partaker of the 
Jidrs, brother of the fun and moon, &c. But to return to the 
Perjian kings, as they aflumed high titles to themfelves, fo 
they bellowed no other oh their fubje&s, by what dignity 
foever diftinguiihed, but that of flaves r ; and treated them, 
not iii words only, but in all other refpe&s as arrant flaves. 
To this fpirit of flavery, which is inconfiftent with true cou- 
rage, Plato afcribcs the dowrifal of the Perjian monarchy f. 
This fpirit of flavery prevailed to fuch a degree among the 
Perfians, that even thofe who were by the king's order pub- 
licly whipt, ufed to return him thanks fof vouchfafing to re- 
member them c . Whoever betrayed the leaft relu&ancy to 
put in execution the king's commands, how difficult foever, 
was fure to forfeit his head and right arm u . The cuftom of 
adoring their kings, and putting them on the fame level with 
the gods, is by Jufiin w fathered upon Cyrus the great. 

n jElian var. hiftor. 1. »i. c. 12. ° D 10. Chr ys. orat. 3. 
de regno. Arm an. 1. vi. Strabo, xv. Ezra. p Dan. 

ii. 37. 1 Plutarch in Pomp & Lucullo. 'Xhnoph. 
1. i. 'A*«/3*cr. Q^Curt.I.v. Akistot. de Mundo. Ezra, c. 
iv. iz. f Plato. lib.iii de Legib. c Stobjbus ferm. xii. 
11 Strabo I. xv. p. 733. w Justin, c. iv. I. xi. 

1 

gratot aflto ^31), that is, in Donation, except the Macedonian, 
ingratitude is aclionable ; where fome read Medorum inftcad of Ma- 
cedejtum, but all the anticnt copies have Macedonum. 



($\) Stncca, dt Benefc. /. iii. c , 6, 

■ 
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Noise, durftappear before the lung without. proftraCing them- 
f elves cuv the ground; nay y they were all obliged, at what 
diftance foever the king appeared r to pay. him that adoration. 
Nor did theyexa&it onJy of their own^vaflalt, but alfo of 
foreign minifters and ambai&dors, the captain of the guard 
being charged to enquire of thofe, who alked admittance . to 
the king, whether they were ready ta adore him ; if they re- 
fufed to comply -with that ceremony, they were told that die 
king's ears were open to fuch. only as- were willing, to ppy 
him that homage, and obliged to tranfaft the bufinefetbey 
were charged with, by means of the king's feryants or eu- 
nuchs *» Nor did their pride and ambition flop here ; they 
fametimes ordered the fame reverence to be paid to their far 
vourites, as appears from the hiflory of Hainan an4 MoreUr 
eai f \ nay, even to their ftatues and images, for Philofiratus 
acquaints us, that in the time of Apollonius a. golden ftatue of 
the king was prefented to all tbofe that entered Babylon? and 
that fuch only as adored it werp admitted within the gates *. 
When they appeared before the king, their common Mutati- 
on was, Live for ever *, Let the king live for ever* To fit 

in the king's chair or throne (O), to wear any part of the 

* Plutarch, in Themift. *EsTHBR.iu\ z. r Pmt*» 
st rat. 1. i. de vita Apollonii. a £lun. var hiftar. hi. c. 
32. Nehem. c. ii. 3. Daniel, c. vi. 6. 

(O) ^ Curtius tell* us (32), that when Alexander marched hi* 
army thro 1 a certain province called Gabaxa y one of his foldiers 
arrived at the place, where they were to encamp, fo benumbed 
With the exceffive cold of the feafbn and climate, that he had al- 
1001 loft the ufe of both his limbs and fenfes. The king, who had 
lifcewife fufFered greatly by the cold, and was then fitting by a fire 
which they had kindled in the open fields, no fooncr faw the 
foldier in that pitiful condition, but darting up, and witl>. his own 
hands pulling off his armour, he placed him in the chair where 
himfelf was fitting. The foldier by degrees recovered*, but was 
very near fainting away again when he found himfelf fated in thc ; 
royal chair, and the king Handing by him. But Alexander en- 
couraged him to lay afide. all fear, faying, Do not fear r O Jellai* 

foldier, but refted bow much happier is your condition under me, thorn . 
that of the Peruana under their ling ; bad you refted, in the Pcrftan 
king's chair ; it had coft you your life ; t9 have refted in mine has 
famed it. Hence it was, that Artabanus, as we read in Htrodvt** 
(33), though uncle to Xerxes, {hewed fo great relu#ancy to com- 
ply with his orders, when he commanded him fo.put.ba the royaj, 
robes, fie on the throne, and repofe in his bed. 

( 3 2 ) Q Curt. I, viii. (33J Herodot. I. vii. 

apparel 
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apparel whick he had ufed, (P) to look into the litter where- 
in his concubines were conveyed from their habitation to. the 
palace {Q^J, to fhoot in hunting, or ftrike at the game be* 
fore the fang (RJ, were all capital crimes b . Such as betrayed 
any fccret, which they had been trufted with by the king, or 
'gave intelligence to the enemies of his defigns, were punifhed 
With great feverity ; whence Al*xanitr y as his hiftorian tells 
ms c, coujd never have any notice before-hand of their de- 
jigns, the captives choofing rather to fuffer death than betray 
the defigns of their prince- Nobody, of what rank foever, 
appeared before the king without a prefent, which .cuftom 

Jrevails among the orientals to this day. When he went on 
is progrefs or marched out with his army, all the inhabitants 
t>f the countries or provinces through which he paffed were 
obliged to declare their vafTalage byfome prefent or other; 
even the inhabitants of the villages and fields flocked to him 
with their donatives, fome offering flieep, oxen, corn, wine, 
Wc. others milk, clxeefe* dates, &e A eyeryone according to 

Jiis ability dfS). The 

b Diodor. Sicvl. 1. xvii. Vai*. MaxiiI. 1. v. 16. 
Curt. c. xviii. Fhontin. Stratagem, c. vi. Plutarch, in 
Artaxerx. Themift. cQ.CvftT.Liv. & A&mian. Mar- 
<cell. 1. xxi. * wElian. var^ hiftor. 1. i. c. 



(P) Plutarch tells us (34) that one Tiribazus, who was very fa- 
miliar with Artaxtrxts 9 whom he ufed to divert with his wic and 
humour, having one day begged of him an old gown, obtained 
what he demanded, but with this condition, that he fhould not 
Wear it, that being contrary to the laws- of Perfia. Tiribazus, 
not minding the king's prohibition or the laws of the realm, foon 
after appeared in it at court, vhich the Per/tans refenting, as an af- 
front againft the rnajefty of their king, were for punifhing him ac- 
cording to the rigour of the law. But Artaxerxes faved him by 
telling them, that he bad commanded Tiribaxus to appear in that 
garb as his fool, 

(QJ In one of thefe litters Themi/focles, who was defirous to 
have a private ^conference with Artaxerxes y was conveyed to the 
king's apartment, without being obferved by the Perfians 9 who 
began to he Jealous of him (35). 

(R ) Thif law was abrogated, as we read in Plutarch, by Ar- 

taxtrxes Afacroebir (36) or Longimanus. 

(S) We read in Plutarch (37; and Ml'tan (38) of one $intt* x 
Perfian* who meeting by chance Artaxerxes at a great diftance from 



(34) Plutarch, its Art ax. (35) Plutarch, in Art ax. 
farch. in Apphthegmat . (37) Plutarch, in Artaxer 
tbegnat. (,38) jElian. tsar, hift I. i. c. 32. 

Qjiq 2 



(36) Pin- 
{if apoph- 
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How they Thb Perfian kings frequently heard caufes thernfclvea, 
mdminifter- both civil and criminal, and though tranfcendently vitious in 
edjufiict. other refpe6ts were neverthelefs very tender in point of jus- 
tice and equity; . After hearing the merits of the eaufe with 
great attention, they tgpk feveral days to cbnfider and 'ad- 
vife with fucri as were converiant in their laws, before they 
gave fentence c . When they fat on life and death, they not 
only confidered the crime of which the delinquent was im- 
peached, but all the a&ions, whether good or bad, of his 
whole life ; and condemned or cleared him \ according as his 
crimes or deferts prevailed 1 (Tj. Their humanity and good 
nature .ey_en. towards thofe, who, according to the laws, de- 
fer vcd death, is very remarkable. Thus Artaxcrxet Langi~ 
manus ordered, that the turbans of the condemned perfons 
fhould be ftruck off* inftead of their heads, that the firings, 
with which they tied them* fhould be '".cut inftead of their 
cirs, and their garments whipt inftead of their perfens g . Be- 
iide the king there were feveral other judges, all men of uxir 
blcmifhcd chara&ers, and well /killed in the laws of the king- 

c Fh i lostiCat. I. i de vita Apollon. Ehiphan. I. ii. c. de 
Manic h;p is. **Epiphan.J« it. c. de Manichzets. Joseph. Atv- 
tiquitat. L xi. c. 3. Heropot. I. 1. * Plutarch, in Ar- 
taxerx. & apophthegmat. Ammian. MarCell. L j,xx. 

his poor cottage, and having nothing elfe to prefent him with, 
ran to the river Cyrus, and filling both his hands with water, made 
an offering of that to the king, which was by him gracioufly re- 
ceived. 

(T) To this purpofe Herodotus tells us (39^, that Darius having 
pronounced fentence of death againft a corrupt judge, and after- 
wards rinding that h-s former deferts over-ballanccd !iis prefent 
crime, ordered him to be taken down from the crofs and fet ac 
liberty. This does not agree with what we read in Diodorus Si- 
cuius, who teils us, that the fentence of death, once pronounced, 
could not be repealed even by the king himfclf ; for after rearing 
how Darius . pronounced fentence of death againft Cbaridmus, he 
adds, that. the king immediately repented, as if he had been over- 
. hafty in a matter of the utmoll confequence, but it <was not in 
his power to undo nvhat be bad done (40). Perhaps he means no- 
thing elfe but that thinking could not reftore* him to life again ; 
for, as both he ( 4 1 ) and Xenopbon (42) inform us, the fentence 
was rio fooner pronounced, but the criminal was hurried away to 
execution. 

(V)" 1 Uerodot. I. vii '40) Diodor. Sicul. /. xiv. (^t)Dh' 

dor. Sicul I xiim (,42) Xemph I. i. iWtfacr p. 205. 
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dom, . Thefe were called royal judges* they adminifrered juf- 
tice at ftated times in different provinces, and fome of them 
attended the king whither foever he went The king often 
advifed with them, and in matters concerning bimfelf refer- 
red the whole to their judgment They were nominated by 
the king, who, as that employment was for life, took great 
care to prefer fuch only as were famed for their integri-r 

. The Perfian kings had feveral wives, befides what num> Their t 
faer of concubines they pleafed. Darius maintained as many cubitus. 
as the days of the year k . Artaxerxes had by his concubines 
115 children l . The concubines were introduced to the king f 
each in their turn ro , whence fome have concluded, that the 
antient Perfian year cpnfifted of 360 days, feeing that fe- 
veral of the Perfian monarchs had the like number of con- 
cubines, who went to their kings in conftant courfes n (W). 

We 

* JEiL Ian var. hiftor. c. xxxiv. 1 Hf.rodot. L iii. k Dio- 
i>or. Si $ul. 1 xvii. 1 Justih. 1. x. c. 1. m Esther, ii. 12—15, 
■ See Wbiftons theory of the earth, Book II. p. 149. 

(U) Artaxerxes raifed one to that dignity, as JBlimn (43) informs 
us, who was not a Perfian, but a Mede by birth, for having condemn- 
ed his own fon to death, according to the power which parents 
had in thofe days over their children. And Cambyfes being in- 
formed, that one of the Judges had received a bribe, caufed him 
upon conviction to be flayed alive, and having covered the feat, 
pn which he pronounced the unjuft fentence, with his {kin, ap* 
pointed 'his fon in his room, ordering him to fit in the fame chair 
when he pronounced fentence (44). Thefe judges according to 
Jofepbus (45) and Zonaras (46J, were feven in number, which 
they gather from the commiflion of Artaxerxes to Ezra, who 

was first of the king and bis /even councilors f 47 ). 

(VV) This conjecture is not altogether groundiefs : but we can- 
not help thinking it fomewhat Grange, that the fame writer (hould 
alledge the authority of ^ Curtius to prove, that the ancient Per- 
fian year contained but 360 days, when that author tells us, ifi 
exprefs terms, that the Perfian year confifted of 369 days 3 his 

words are, Magos trecenti & fcxaginta quinque jwvenes fiquebantur— 
diebus totius anni pares numero ; quippe Perfis quoque in tot idem dies 

defcriptus eft annus (48) ; that is, the Wages were followed by 36c 
youth*, anfwering in number to the days of the year ; for among 
the Perfians too the year is divided into 365 days. But Curtius 

(43) JElian var. biftor. L i. c. xxxiv. (44) Herodot. I. v. VaL 
Max. I. vi c 3. (45) Jofeph. Antiquit. /. xi. r. 6. 46) Zonar m 
torn. /. (47) Ezra vii. «v. 14. (4S) ^ Curtius iii. 3. 8. &f Jef. 

m 
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Wbeirrg. Wb ihall end this fe&ion with fonje account of thei* rev 
wm/. venues. Each province had its peculiar treafure arid tltk^ 

jfurer, as is plain from all the antient writers, hoth feefred and 
prophane ; and from tjie great funis, which Alexander found 
m feveral particular provinces or cities, we m$y -Judge of the 
imnjenfe treafures they poflefled. In the city of Dermafeus 
he found 2600 talents, a#d filver uncoined to the value of 
500 more j in Ariela 4090 talents, in Sufq .40,00^ and $boo 
Danes, in Perfepolrs iao,O00, ih Pajargada frfoo, l m £c- 
latan 180,006 Thefe immenfe foms arofe frorp the tribtittt 
which each province was yearly obliged to pay apconK ftg t* 
the affcffmerit xX Darius Hyftofpes. For, during the reign* 
of Cyrus aijd his fon Cambyfes, no tribute^ were ijnpofed , the 
people voluntarily contributing, for tlie maintenance tff the 
king and hfs anpy, what they thought fit j from the i ffip ofi ftg 
of thefe taxes, and other things of the like nature, the Per- 
Jians gaye Darius the nick-name of Merchant. The fum to-r 
fal of the king's revenues, according to the computation of 
Herodetus p , amounted to 14560 Eufoic taleftts % befide$ 
Other fm&llcr fums. Thefe revenues were gathered ?rom the 
provinces of Afta only, but in procefs of time the iflaijds and 
feveral provinces of Europe with Egypt > Syria, &c. were 
like wife taxed, which encreafed the king's revenues to fuch 
a degree, that, if we believe JuSin r , Alexander , after the 
conqueft of Perfia 7 received yearly from his fubje<Sb {he fum 
of 300,000 talents. The Perjian kings preferved their trea* 
fures in the fojlowing manner j they caufed the gold and fliv- 
ver to be melted down and poured into earthen veflels, which 
they broke, when occafion required, and took fuch a quanti- 
ty as feemed neceflary f . The lands of the Perfians were 
free fronj all taxes ; but other provinces, befides money, were 
obliged to contribute confiderably, pach fbmething of their 
proper product, towards the maintenance of the king, and, 

o Curt. 1. v. Dxodor. Sic 1. xviii. Arrian. h in* c. 16. 
Plutarch, in Alexand. 9 Hbropot. 1. iii. * See the 
preface to the $r:l volume. r Justin. 1. Jcjii. c. 1. f Hrropot, 
ubi fupra. 

in this, as in many Other particulars, was certainly iniftaken. fince 
Herodotu\ whofe authority is of more weight, in fpeaking of 
the tributes which Darius Hyftafpes laid on the provinces fubject td 

the Perfiax empire, fays, that the CiJiciarw tvere obliged to furnifl? 
Darius with 360 white horJes y that #>, ot?e far every day of the 
yemr (49% 

' 49) fJerodot. /. iii. 

in 
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in_ timp. o>£ war, of: his armyi c . Thus, the provinces of Sp; 
rcm.an& liarca vreTZe befides the ordinary taxes, aflefled at 
fuc^ a quantity of corn as was fufficient to fupply 120,00a 
rr£p; iks, Sjatrapa of Babylon, mtaintf ined the ipng.and hia. 
co\fftfyx : fipitf ninths, and moreover paid .him a yearly tribute, 
of 5pq yp,U#g ^i^w?hs. The Ethiopians and adjoiningpco- 
ple jn^^ r a,pref<fn^er^ry third year of two Gh&nbces (X) of. 
gold, two hundred bundles of ebony, five Ethiopian children, 
and twenty elephants teeth of the largeft fize. The Colchians 

Cotybi. jiretented fhp -kjag every fifth year with a hundred 
boyv aqd .'the like number of young women ; the Arabians , 
wjtit^ quantity, of; franiincenJe, anfwering the weight o£ 
I POO tajfpt*,, £JV, M . Bmt it is now time todifmifi this fub- 
jefSb^. and haften to the flfloft entertaining and important part - 
of tie Perfian hifltwy r thpir religion and religious ceremo- 
nies* 



SECT. III. 



I 



Of the Religion of the Persians. 

rrjT^iHERE is hardly any fubje£r, which hath employed -The impor* 

I the pens of authors antient or modern, that deferves t once of 
to be treated with greater accuracy* or to berea^ with tbisfubjt£, 
more attention, than this which we are now about to difcufs. and the 
Tfre religion of the Per/ians, if we may credit the rnoft learn- $Jtf*M<* 
c$ and induftrious writers a , is venerable from its antiquity, w *" c * oc ~ 
and worthy, of admiration from its having fubfifted now fbme arr - 
thouiand years, in as great or greater purity, than any other J** °* 
religion known to us at this day* But the accounts* which 
aje ftUJ. extant of the religion of the antient Ptrfians 9 are far. 

c Hkrooot. ubi fupra. Strabcv I. zv. Xikopk. L ir; 
'A»*$mr 9 p. 261. u He robot, ubi fupra. a Vid. HHh 

Sfclig, veter. Perfar. per Thouam Htdi, 4to. Oxon. 1700. 
Tfe religion, of the Pevfeet by Hen. Lord, Ato, London, 1630. 
Relation de V Etat. prefent de Perfe- par Sans d*, Paris, 1695. 
tfifc. of CJuldaic Philofophy by Thomas Stanley, Bookii. 
pv 67. Folio, London, i66z. Philof. General, per Theoph. 
Qaiepm, lib. i. c. 5. 8 vo v London, 1676. Connexion of the' 
hiftory of the Old. and New Teftamcnt, by Dean Pridbauxv 
Vol. L p. 299. Svq, Land. 1729. Herbert's, Drlla Val- 
ue's,. Taveru iaa*« travels, tsfe. 



(X) Cbanix was. a Gretk meafure containing fuch a quantity 
of ffhtac at fcrved a man one day. 

from 
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from corresponding exa£Uy ; and the defcriptions, whichmo- 
dern travellers have given us of thofe who profefs this reE- 
gfon in Perfia and even in our time, differ fo widely, 

though not indeed in eflential articles, that it requires no 
firiall degree of patience to feparate the ore from the drofs, 
and to prefent the reader with what is worthy of being known 
and believed among heaps of fables and mifreprefentations (A). 

If 

■ 

(A) The accodhts, we have of the Ptrfian religion, are, as wo 
have ftated them above, of two fort* ; firft, fuch as have been col- 
lected from books ; and thefe again may be divided into twaclaf- 
fes, one extracted from the Greek and Latin writers, the other from 
Oriental hiftofians ; the fecond confifts of what travellers deliver 
from their own knowledge, concerning the doctrines and practices 
of the prefent Perfians, who themfelves affirm, and are allowed by 
others, to practice the religion of their anceftors with little or no 
variation. As to fuch as have drawn their materials from books, 
they have been, as we fhall frequently have decafion to fhew, prodi- 
giously mifled in their opinions, confidently enough delivered on 
this fubject. For as to the Greek writers, fuch as Herodotus, Strabo, 
&c. they delivered what they had from others, and that likewife 
under this difadvan>age, that being poly thetfts themfelves, they of 
courfe concei/ed, that other nations had variety of gods as well as 
their own, and therefore reported, that the Perfians worfhipped 
the fire*, becaufe they prayed before it ; the air, becaufe in their 
devotions they lifted up their eyes towards it ; and the fun, becaufe 
they profeffed to reverence it (O ; nor was this all, they forged, 
for the fake of making their hiflories uniform, fuch facrifices and 
other religious rites, as feemcd to them correfpondent with the no- 
tions which they had framed of the Perfian religion, and attributed 
them to the Perfians. Thus Herodotus, fpeaking of the paflage of 
Xerxes into Grtece 9 relates impoffible things of the Magi, with as 
much boldnefs as if he had been an eye witneft of them. ** The 
country (fays he) that lies about the mountain Pang<e*s is called 
Pbillis, on the weft fide extending to the river Angites, which 
•* falls into the Strymon itfelf. At their arri val the Magi offered 
«' aficrificc of white horfes to this river i and after they had thrown 
" them into the ftream with a compofition mi various drugs, the 
•V army broke up, and matched to the Nint Ways of the Edon'tans, 
4i . where they .found bridges prepared for their paflage over the 
V Strymon. But being informed that this place was called by the 
*f name of the Nine Ways, they took nine of the Tons and daugh- 
" ters of the inhabitants, and buried them alive, as the manner of 
** rhe Per/tans is. And I have heard* that AmtfiMs, the wife of 
" Xcrxe*, having attained to a confiderable age, caufed fourteen 

(i) Herodotus, Clio, p. 25 Strab. Geografb, lib. xy. Diog. 
LmertiuS) in Prtem. 

" children 
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Ir we had ftill any confiderable colic 
Perlian records* we fhould doubtlefs find 



fatisfy 



" children of the beft families in Perjza to be interred alive, for 
«« a facrifice of thanks to that god, who, they fay, is beneath the 



'ans 
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indeed reverencers of water as weU as fire, but that they facrificed 
to it, or threw any thing into a running ftream, is aflat contradic- 
tion to this very notion of theirs, which confilted in preferving the 
purity of thofe elements, and not in polluting them with blood and 
dead carcafes ; and in re(pec~l to facrifices, Herodotus himfelf in ano- 
ther place acknowledges as much (3). Curtiusv/ith. like hardi- 
nefs defcribes the chariot of Darius, in which he appeared in the 
field againft Alexander ; " it was adorned (fays he) with images of 
their gods in filver and gold, the axle-tree thereof glittered 
with precious ftones ; upon it were two images of gold, the one 
reprefenting Ninus, the other Be/us, of a cubit ftature each ; 
between them was an eagle of gold difplaying her wings over 
" both, &c. (±y\ All this is downright Etlion ; Ninus and Be- 
lus were never worfliipped by the Perfiam ; they were not wont 
to erect images, or to worfhip them ; what makes it probable, that 
Curtius was the in venter of this whole ftory, is this ; that Arrian 
(5), an author of great accuracy, and who wrote from excellent 
materials, fays not one word of all this ; nor indeed does any other 
antient hiftorian ; but Curtius was fo great a rhetorician that he could 
not write plainly, but, on the contrary, loaded all his defcriptions 
with ornarnent', without any regard to probability or truth. As 
to the relations of travellers, we need not wonder that they differ 
about the religious opinions, rites, and ceremonies of the Perjtans 9 
or as fome call them Per fees, (i nee they very feldom agree exactly, 
even in their defcriptions of lefs intricate things than thefe. As 
for Henry Lord, whole fmall treatrfc in relation to thefe people htts 
been received as a kind of oracle, merely becaufe he ventured to- 
talis very authoritatively therein ; it is fcarce poffible to determine 
from what he fays, whether they are idolaters or no ; he calls 
them fo, it is true, and fpeaks of their worlhipping the fire in an 
idolatrous manner ; yet the better part of his book, which con- 
fiih of what he heard from one of their priefts, contains nothing 
which can juftify his opinion (6). On the whole, we have thought 
it neceffary to perufe, and (hall on occalion make ufe of, whatever 
is related by Herbert , Ovington, Tavernicr, Tbcvcnot, Char din, o r 
other travellers concerning the Perftes, their tenors and cultonr 
but it is our happinefs to follow a more capable guide than any of 

(2) Herodotus Poly bimn. p. 183. (3) Clio. p. 25. (4>^ 
Curt, lib. iii. cap. 3. (5 ) lib. ii. cap, 11. (6) Lords 
hijhry of the Per fees % p. 10. 44, 

theft*; 
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fatisfy us as to the primitive doctrines of their wife men 5 but 
as thefc are mod of them either long fince deftroyed, or at 
leaft are hidden from us, we' m 11ft be content to follow fuch 
lights as yet remain, and where we cannot make the reader 
underftand things^as clearly as we would, it is our duty to make 
them, however, as clear as we can. This is certain, that 
the Perfians have prcferved the vvorfhip of one God, and o- 
ther eflential articles of true religion k , through a long courfe 
of ages, without fuffering them! elves to be drawn over by- 
fraud, or fubmitting through force, to any new faith, though 
they have often changed their matters ; a thing fingular, and 
in feme fort commendable, if we confider how much they 
have been deprefTed, fince the death of Texdegherd, the laft 
king of their own religion, and the opprobrious treatment 
they have met with from the Mohammedans , who are wont 
to call them and chriftians, with like contempt, infidels. 
Though the principles of the former, as well as the latter, 
arc far more reafonable than the ill connected legends of the 
.Arabian impoftor ; and though the modern Per/tans (taking 
that proper name in a religious not a civil fenfe) are unani- 
moufly acknowledged to be as honeft, as charitable, and in- 
offenfive a people as any upon earth. So that, in God's due 
time, we havejuft reafonto believe, they will at laft acknow- 
ledge the truth of the gofpel difpenfation, and be included 
within the pale of the chriflian church (B ). 

We 

bHift. relig. veter. Perf. c. xxxiii. Connexion of the Old and 
New Teftament, Vol. I. p. 360. 

the fe, the very learned and judicious doctor Thomas Hyde ; who, 
from the mighty ftores of various learning which he poflefTed, as 
well as from the curious obfervations he in his travels had made, 
compofed his valuable hiftory of the religion of the antient Perjians, 
wherein every tiling he lays down is fupporred by antient monu- 
ments, or by the cxprefs authority of that law which this people 
profefled to have received from Zerdujht, a compendium of whofe 
writings contained in the book Sad der, the Enchiridion of the mo- 
dern Perfees, is annexed to the doctor's treatife (7). 

(13) Since the introduction of the Mohammedan religion into Per* 
fia, the antient inhabitants have been expofed to various persecuti- 
ons on account of rheir religion ; for the Mohammedans being gene- 
rally fpeaking bigotp, they arc not content with giving thefe unhap- 
py men always ill language, but on every occafion arc flirring up 

(7) Mivortim /tier Stid-der Zoroaftris Precept a Cif Canones 

cQHtiiuri In uj:<m P.^hji*- M^orumdf Fiddiupt eorum omnium. 

their 
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We have heretofore fhewn, that the original inhabitants Origin of 
of Perjia defcended from Elam the fon of Stem c 3 and from the Perfi- 

thofc *n religion. 

e Vol. I. p. 360, 

their princes to opprefs and deftroy, under colour of religion, thefe 
reikis of the antient Per/fans. » It is true, the Mohammedan Perfians 
have in all ages had among them Tome men of learning and genius ; 
yet few or none have ever inquired thoroughly into the do&rines of 
thefe poor people ; on the contrary, they are as ready as any to 
load chem with opprobrious names, and fuch as they no way de- 
ferve ; thus they call them Nogujba, i. e. Zaiian, or deferter of the 
true faith ; Ghehri, i. e, infidel ; this word is as differently fpelt as . 
it is differently pronounced, the moft ufual way of writing it is 
Ghaur ; they like wife ftile an antient Perfian Jtejh-perefi, i. e. fire- 
•worfbipper ; Phrliu or Cali r v % i. e. fool or madman \ the moft 
gentle term they make ufe of is Mogh, that is, Magzan, but then 
they frequently fay that a Mogh is dtejh-ferejl and Zindik, that is, 
a fire worjbipper and a Sadducee ; for among other calumnies with 
which they load thefe poor men, that of denying a future Hate is 
one ; however, though they may amongft themfclves deltroy their 
good name, yet with Grangers their afperfions do the Perfia?is no 
hurt ; for they, looking on the innocence and integrity of thefe 
poor peoples lives, cannot avoid affording them both pity and 
efleem : it would be an eafy matter to fupport all that has been 
advanced in this note, by quotations from the bed accounts we 
have ofPerfia and the Indies ; but, inftead of fatiguing the reader, 
it may perhaps anfwer the fame end, if we here fet down the five 
precepts which thefe Perfiant acknowledge as the rule of life, which 
every Behedin or Lay man is bound to obej', as they are reported by 

Mr. Lord. § , 

I. <fi To have fhame ever with them, as a remedy again ft all fin ; 
" for a man would never opprefs his inferiors, if he had any lhame 
*' a man would never Ileal, if he had any fhame ; a man would 
" never bear falfe witnefs, if he had any fhame ; a man would 
" never be overcome with drink, if he had any fhame. But be- 
•* caufe this is laid afide, men are ready to commit any of thefe, 
" and therefore the Behedin or Lay-man mull think of fhame. 

If. " To have fear always prefent with them, and that every 
" time the eye twinkled or doled its lids together, they mould 
" iland in fear at thofe times of their prayerj, Iclt they mould not 
9< go to heaven j the thought of which fhould make them fear to 
" commit fin, for that God fees what manner of ones they are, 
that look up towards him. 

III. •« That whenfoever they are to do any thing, to think 
" whether the thing be good or bad that they go about, whether 
*< commanded Or forbid Jen in the Zumia vajlu<w ; if prohibited, 
" they mull not doit; if allowed by the [book of religion, they 
M may embrace and profecute the fame. 

IV. " That whoibtfver of God'b creatures they fhould firft be- 

lt r r 2 41 h.>ld 
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thofe two patriarchs, it is moft probable, they derived the 
true religion, which at firft flouriflied amongft them withithe 
utmoft purity, but in procefs of time was corrupted by an in- 
termixture of fuperftitious rites and heretical opinions, at fuch 
time sis the reft of the oriental nations were overfpread with 
that deluge of falfe religion, which generally goes under 
7b Perfi t ^ ie name °^ 'Zabiifm. From which ibme affirm they were 
wltretend thoroughly recovered by the patriarch Abraham, who, they fay, 
to derive undertook the reformation of their religion, and having freed 
their reli- lt 88 fr° m the pernicious doctrines they had imbibed, as 
gion from from the fuperfluous ceremonies they had adopted, left it them 
.Abraham, once more pure and in the fame condition, wherein hetran&nit- 

ted it to his own defendants d . But if this were fo, they were 
a fecond time corrupted and ingaged, if not in idolatrous 
practices, yet in fuperftitious a£ls of reverence to the heavenly 
bodies, and in practices inconfiftent with the true faith (C). 
They 'were However the fplendor of their religion might be darken d 
eilivaysze- w j t h thefe fpots, yet it was never fo far bbfeured as to admit 
lous in the anv degree Q f comparifon between it and the worfhip of neigh- 
fi™ 1 " °f bouring nations (excepting the Jews); for the Per/tans con- 
ne ' tinued zealous adorers of one all-wife and omnipotent God, 

whom they held to be infinite and omniprefent, fo that they 

a Hid. Relig. vet. Perfar. c. ii. &iii. Connection of the Old and 
New Teftament, Vol. I.p- 313. 

" hold in the morning, it fhould be a monitor to put them in mind 
"of their thankfgivings to God, that had given fuch good things 
for mens fervice and ufe. 

V. " That whenfoever they pray by day they fhould turn their 
'* faces towards the fun, and whenfoever they prayed by night 
" they fhould snc'ine towards the moon ; for that they are the two 
grtat lights of heaven, and God's two witnefles : moft contrary 
to Lucifer, who loveth darknefs more than light,** 
(C) That the Perjian religion, as well as other religions, receded 
by degrees from its firft principles and fufFered by the introduction 
of fome fu perditions, cannot feemftrange to any confiderate perfon. 
The Perfian: thcmfelvesconfefs it, and acknowledge, that their famous 
law giver 7acrdtijht came to reftore their primitive doclrines, and to 
purge away thofe errors which time and the induftry of Zabiatt 
heretics had introduced. In what thefe errors confifted, the fuper- 
ftitious ceremonies which attended them, and the pains it coft this 
reftore r of magifm to root thefe foclifh fuperftitions out, will be 
delivered in the life of Zoroa/ier or Zerdujht, which we (hall give 
the reader at large in our hiftory of the Perjians from the Oriental 
writer, under the reign of that monarch in whofc days he flou- 
riflied ; for to have infertod fo long a digreffion here, muft have 
rendered this chapter very prolix, and at the fame time tbligcd 
us to frcrjucnt recapitulations in the fubfequent hiftory. 

could 
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could not bear, that he fliould be reprefented by either molten 
or graven images, or that the creator and lord of the univerfe 
Ihould be circumfcribed within the narrow bounds of tem- 
ples e ; on this account they overturned the ftatues and places 
of public worfhip among the Greeks, as unworthy of the 
deity, and not from any facrilegious contempt of the gods of 
other countries. In the decline indeed of the antient Perfian 
empire, the worfhip of Venus was introduced by one of their 
princes; but it was condemned by the Magi*, who remained 
firm to this great article of their faith, There is one God, and 
took care to tranfmit it religioufly to their pofterity. 

The only objection, to which the antient and modern account 
Perfians have rendered themselves liable, flows from the re- of the na- 
fpe£t which they have conftantly paid to fire and to> the fun : tureoftbat 
yet if this matter be ferioufly and impartially confidercd, it re fP eti 
will be found, that there is nothing of idolatry in this refpect fowh 
of theirs, but that they only worlhip God in the fire, and not t fl™*°£ t0 
fire as a God. That they fhould have an extraordinary vene -*^*/fo ° 
ration for the element of fire, and make choice rather of it 
than of any of the reft, to be the fymbol to them of the di- 
vine nature, will' appear lefs extraordinary, if we confider, 
that a never-dying fire was kept on the altar of burnt-offe- 
rings at Jerufalem g , that God revealed himfelf to Mofes by a 
flame in a bu£h h , and chofe to teftify his prcfence in the hoft 
of Ifrael by "a pillar of fire, which went before them in the 
night, and which appeared only as a column of fmoke in 
the day As to their veneration of the fun, it is founded 
in their belief, that he is the nobleft creature of tl"»c Almighty 
vifible to us, and that his throneis placed therein. Nor need we 
wonder, either at themiftakesof antient writers, or at the ftorics 
told us by Come Mohammedan authors, on this head, fincc it 
was very difficult for them to get a true knowledge of the re- 
ligious tenets and cuftomsof this people, becaufe they were 
forbidden by their legiflator Zoroajter or Zerdujht, as appears 
from the book Sad-der, to teach either their antient language, 

or its character, to ftrangers, or to inftVuct them in their 



religion k . If any further regard had been had to the fun in 
antient times, it would certainly have defended with the 
other p.irts of their religion to the modern Perfians \ but that 
it never reached them, the learned and judicious doctor Hyde 

c Hiit. Relig. vet. Per far. p. 3. He not). Clio. p. 29. 'Hill. Rc- 
lig. vet. Pcrfar-p. 90. * 2CiiRON.vii. 1. Le . i t. x. i. h E\or>. 
iii. 2. Acts vii. 30. 1 E>:od. xiii. 21. Nnm. xiv. i .} Nrn. 
ix 12. Psalm. Ixxviii. 14.. I Cor. x i. k I lilt. Relig. vat-PeWl 
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aiTurcs us j for an intimate friend of his being by him rcqueft- 
cd to enquire concerning the worfhip of Mithra? (fo the 
Perfians call the fun) he accordingly afked fome of the priefts 
of the Perfians fettled in India ? At what feafons? and toitb 
what ceremonies? they adored the fun ? They anfwered, That 
they never adored the fun? or paid any fort of divine honours to 
that luminary? to the moon? or to the planets? but only turned 
themf elves towards the fun when praying? hecaufe they looked on 
it to come neareji to the nature of fire, the fame excellent author 
obferves, that among the precepts of Zoroajler? his difciples 
are directed to pay daily to the fun certain Niyajh? i. c.falu- 
tations? confifting only in words (and thofe too addrefled to 
God) without any mention of Preftijh? j. e. worjhip? by 
bowing of the body. Yet if any cuftom of this fort prevails, 
it ought not to be interpreted as a mark of idolatrous adoration ; 
for the Perfian Mohammedans? who are zealous detefters of 
that impiety, and the Armenians? who dwell in Perfia? are 
wont to pray in like manner, the latter making the fign of 
the crofs, and bowing profoundly low at the fight of the ri- 
fmg fun To fay the truth, adoration, that is, proftrating 
or bowing the body, was even among the Hebrews a civil, 
as well as a religious, rit?, or to fpeak more properly, the 
fame word, viz. fTinilt^n Hijhtahhavaah was ufed to ex- 
prefs this act of reverence, when applied to God or man. 
An eminent rabbin fays, that this as an a£l of devotion was 
hot to be performed out of the fan£tuary, that is, out of the 
temple * ; it is forbid by the 2d commandment to be paid to 
idols ; hut as a civil rite, the jews were at liberty thus to 
tcUify their refpeel to angels, and to perfons of very high dig- 
nity. On the whole therefore, there can be no more reafon 
to iufpccl thefe Perfians of idolatry on this account, than any 
other of the Oriental nations, fince the fun is no more than 
the Klhla of the Perfians , as the temple of Jerufalem is to 
the yrzvs and that of Mecca to the Moha?nmedans? who in 
this reipcct are fo fcrupulous, that they have tables to deter- 
mine the bearing of Mecca 11 from whatever place they arc in 

(D). 

As 

1 Hift. Relig. vet. Perf. p. 5. & 6. » iARCHifup. Lev it. 
xivi. 1. 11 Hift. Rclig. vet. Perf. p. 95. 

(T)) Tt may feem il range, howfo odd a notion as this of the peculiar 
fancUry ot one point of the compafs ever euablifhed itfclf in the 
world, rind much more, that it is become an opinion fo univerfally 
received as ii is at preCent. If the inquifuive reader would have a 
more e.<acl account of this matter, than it is proper in fuch a note 
a* this co give him, he may have recourfc to th« works of the learn- 
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As to the notions' whiqh the Pcrftans have of the fun, they MI- 
are not, as we flball fee hereafter^ perfe&ly agreed in them j thra g^Vf* 
fome believing the throne of God placed therein, and that it Perfians 
is the feat of paradifc ; others entertaining a different opinion **°cr efr 
as to paradife, but praying neverthelefs towards the fun, as a tesme 
fymbol of the deity on account of its purity.* It is farther 
certain, that the Per fans never called Mithra a god, or af- 
cribed to it any name of the divinity ; and fo far from direct- 
ing any petitions thereto, they conftantly begin and end the 
ejaculations pronounced before the fun with the praifes of the 
moft high god, to whom alone their prayers are addreffed o. 
As to the fire, before whom the Per/tans worfhip, taking that 
word in an extended fenfe, they acknowledge nothing of di- 
vinity therein, but, efteeming it a fymbol of the deity, they 
firft proftrate themfelves before it, and then ftanding up they 
pray to God. Thus among the ruins of the anticnt palace 
at Pcrfepolis there are feen many marble ftatues of kings, 
ftanding praying to God before the figures of the fun and fire, 
which are alfo placed on the wall before them, only one figure 
is feen kneeling with the fame fymbols before it as the reft. 
As the fire in the temple was reputed facred among the Jews, 
fo the Per/tans might from them take this cuftom of praying 
before facred fires j which is the more likely, fince it was 
the manner of God's chofen people to proftrate themfelves 
before the altar, and then, to offer up their petitions. It 
was alfo a cuftom among the Perfians^ to tender oaths before 
the fire upon the altar, in which alfo they agreed with thzjewsj 
as they did farther in offering victims thereby, and in pre- 
ferving it from being polluted by impure fuel, in which laft 
cafe the Perfians went fo far as to punifh offenders with 
death. Their kings alfo and principal perfons were wont 
fometimes to feed the facred fires with precious oils and 
rich aromatics, ft i ling thefe Epula- Ignis , or fire dainties p ; 
but ftill all things done to or by fire were performed to the 

©Hift. Rclig. vet. Perf. c. v. p Hydh, c. xxii. p. 290. 

cd Mr. John Gregory of Oxford (8), who, in treating of two text* 
of fcripture which feem to have fome relation to this point (c)) 9 
hath (hewn a confummate knowledge in various kinds of literature, 
as well as a genius perfectly well turned for fuch intricate and ab- 
iirufe inquiries. For us it is fufficicnt, that the fad is at: we have 
itated it, fince, whether it be right or wrong, the Perfians mult be 
as much in the right, or as little in the wrong, as any other nation 
which hath fallen into this way of thinking. 

(8) 4/#, London, AD. 1684. /. 75. fo x 'Axh* ?/;. 8. r;\ 12. 
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honour of God, and terminated folely in him ; at Ieaft,if we may 
credit the concurrent teftimonies of Perjic writers yet remain- 
ing, and the conftant affeverations of thofe who ftill profefs 
this religion (E). . There 

(E) When we confider the point in difpute, which is plainly 

this ; Whether the antient Perfians had rational or irrational notions 
of the deity or not ? and what degree of evidence there is on each 
fide, it may feem furprifing, that it is yet made a matter of dif- 
pute among the Jearned. Herodotus, who elfe where tells us ftrange 
ftories of the religious ceremonies of the Per/tans on hear* fay, 
(peaking exprefly on this head, fays all that can be wifhed or de- 
fired. in their favour ; for he owns, that the antient Per/ions had 
neither temples, altars, nor images, and therefore we ought rather 
to regard this than the other parts of his book, wherein he mani- 
feftly relates what other Greek writers, full of fpleen againft Xerxes 
and his fucceflbrs, had written of their inhuman facrifices, and other 
adls of religious cruelty (10). Xenopbori*s authority would be of 
great weight in the prefent cafe, if he had wrote decifively, and 
fpoken things of his own knowledge ; but the high commendations 
he has given the Perfians, and the mighty character he hath af- 
forded the r laws, hath begot a doubt in the minds of the learned, 
whether he did not mingle his own ideas with the accounts he gives 
us of the cuftoms and manners of the Perfians ( I V)T Plutarch, in a 
paffage hereafter more fully cited, fpeaks very refpedlfully of Zo- 
roafier, and afcribes nothing to him unworthy of a very wife man. 
There were fomc, he tells us, of the antients who afTerted two fu- 
preme beings, the one the author of all good, the otherof all evil. 
Others who admitted but one God, the father of good, but who 
acknowledged there was a dxmon from whom all evil proceeded ; 
this, fays he, was the dodlrine of Zoroafier, who flour ifhed four 
thoufand years be/ore the Trojan war (i 2 >. The fame author then 
proceeds to a fuccinft account of the doctrine of the Magi, 
which wc (hall have occafion to infert in our text. Dr. Hyde has 
produced an authentic relation of the fentiment9 of the antient 
Perfians on this fubject, as collected from their fucceflbrs the 
Per fees fettled in India, an abflract of which will like wile be infer t- 
ed in our text ( 1 3), and the curious reader may pcrufe the whole 
of it in the treatife of the excellent author beforementioned. In 
the fume place may be found the teftimony of Sharifian, who wrote 
in 'Arabic an account of the religions of the eaft.and who, in fpeaking 
of the faith of the Perfians, does them all the juftice that can be (14)? 
but what i.s of far greater confequence to us, than any authority of 
friends or enemies whatfoever,tlie book Sad-der, containing the canon 
of the Perfian faith, is not only extant among the Perfees, but even 

(10) Hp odot . Clio . (M) Vid Cyrop*dia. (iz)De Ifid. 

\S Ofir. (i^/ta'/f. 1/ Perfar. c. xxir. f>. 292. (14) 

Hid. 

amongll 
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TheR,e is yet another point in which the Perfians are to 
be Vindicated, before we can leave the learned reader fatisfied, 
that they never were idolaters. It is this : they had amongft 
them, itfter the time of Eoroafter's reformation of their reli- 
gion, certain caves, adorned not only with figures of the fun* 
but of the'filanets and other heavenly bodies, which fymboli* 
cal reprefentations were called mithrlac figures , and were af* 
terwards introduced into other nations, where they became 
objedte of idolatrous worfhip ; but they were far from being 
fo among the Per/tans* who were a wife and wcll-inftru£ed 
people ; for with them they ferved only as mathematical fym> 
bols for preferving the true fyftem of the univerfe ; to which 
end, and to no other, they were ufed, and perhaps invented, 
by Zoroafier himfelf, as we /haft hereafter* have occafion to 
prove at large, when we come to (peak of the life, doctrines* 
and writings of that famous man 

Having thus fhewn in general the nature of the Perfian 
religion, dnd that it was far preferable to any of the fyftems 
received in other nations, either in the eaft or in the welt, 
we fliall prpceed~to Ihew what the Perfians themfelves have 
taught concerning the eftablifhment of their religion, as well 
as what arc the do£h*ines y as to eflential points, univerfally 
received' amongft them. 

The great fame of Abraham, which from a concurrence 
pf various caufes had difFufed itfelf throughout the whole eaft, 
induced 'the Perfians , as well as the Za beans, to afcribe the 
fyftem of do&rines received by them to that venerable pa- 
triarch', Ailing their faith at all times Kijh- Abraham. They 
likewife afcribe the books which they hold facred to this far- 
ther of the faithful, and as much believe him to be the author 
of their Sofh or bible ^ as we believe the gofpel to have come 
to us from ' Ghrift, or the Mohammedans, that God revealed 
to Mohammed his Koran r . In attributing books to Abraham, 
they agree with the yews and with the Mohammedans, the 
latter ^fcr/biijg ' to him no lefs than ten treatifes, perhaps all 
with the like reafon. The Perfians fay further, that Abra- 

* Hyd*, civ. p, 118. Sect. of thi> chap; r HrDt, a. i\ 
p. 98. 

4 

wnongft ourfelve.% snd every page therein affords u? inftances of 
Xarvmftert wifdom, and of the rectitude of the religion he ertab- 
li&ed , as to fundamental points, and efpccially as to the belief of 
©ne infinitely wife, eternal, felf-exitfcnt being (1 5). 

t 

(15) Vid. $ad-dtr lihir. H«g9rm ap. Hyj$ Rilig. v*t. Pi? far. 
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ham* while he refided amongft them, dwelt in the cjty of 
Balcb, which they from thence ftile the city of Abraham ; but 
though it muft be allowed that the old Perfian religion agreed 
in many points, with the religion of Abraham, and though it 
/hould be admitted, that his. fame might even in his life-time 
be, with very advantageous circumftances, publiflied through- 
out all Perfia, yet it is fo far from being evident, that it is 
fcarce probable he went himfelf into that country > much lefe 
that he executed the office of a prophet there* and refided at 
Balcb. On the contrary it is far more credible, that this notion 
took rife from the fuggeftion of Zoroajler* who had his learning 
and his (divinity out of the books of Mofes and other facred books 
among the Jews* and that the. city of Balcb received the ap- 
pellation of the city of Abraham from Zoroajler, on account 
of his making it the refidence of the archimagus or tiigh- 
priefl: of the . religion of Abraham* and not from that pa- 
triarch's being fuppofed to live there at all in antient times 

Though fire was held the fymbol of the divinity among 
the Perfians, yet the other elements were alfo highly ho- 
noured by them, infomuch, that the Greeks and other fo- 
reigners, who knew not their religious principles, called them 
Cultores Elementorum or worjhippers of the elements ; a fla- 
grant calumny, fincc all the refped they paid them, arofe 
from their conceiving them to be the firft feeds of all things, 
wherefore they ftudied, by every method poflible, to pre- 
ferve each of them in its primitive purity. On this account 
they prevented, as much as they could, thtf air, from being 
infected by ill fmells ; and, for their ofScioufnefs on this head, 
Herodotus* according to his ufual cuftom, reprefenta them as 
believing the air a deity. They bold (fays he) the whole ex- 
panfe, to be Jupiter r .. That they might in like manner pre- 
ferve the earth from impurities^ they would not bury their 
dead therein, but fuffered them to be devoured by birds and 
Wild beafts, that finding a tomb in their bowel*: they might 
hot infect the air ; in fine, the preferving all the elements 
pure was by them efteemed an z& of high piety, and as fuch 
meriting the divine favour, , in this world and in the world to 
come ; for in all things they were great affeAers of clean li- 
nefs, and ftudious, in an efpecial manner, in avoiding what- 
ever might pollute them. Fire and water,. hdwcveF, were 
in a peculiar manner the objects of their care, becaitife ' they 
were mod liable to be contaminated j and hence the Greeks 9 

f Connection of the Old and New Teflament, Vol. ii. p. 3 if. 
c Hydi # iii. D*k i rb i lot, Art*. Bilk*. 

miftaiung 
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miftaking the degree of reverence they paid them, declared 
them, without fcruple, worfhippers of thofe elements, and 
tell us formal ftories of the facrifices offered to both. It is 
Very true that kings often do extravagant things, and fuch as 
are contrary to the civil and religious laws of the countries 
they govern ; fo that it is not impoffible that fome of the 
Perfian princes might be guilty of what is laid to their charge, 
hut it is not likely, becaufe the Per/tans univerfally held, that 
whoever wilfully polluted either fire or water deferved death 
in this world, and everlafting punifliment in that to come ; 
and that whoever threw the bones of dead creatures into wa- 
ters were certainly damned. For thefe reafons the Magi* 
Vherever they were, took care to have all the waters in their 
neighbourhood watched, aligning them keepers, whofe fole 
office it was to look carefully rx/ this matter, and to fee that 
no filthy thing was thrown or dropped into them, and for 
this they had ftated and well-fettled falaries. For abhorring, 
as they did, the reprefenting of the almighty lord of heaven 
and earth, by artificial images of ftone or metal, they chofe 
to preferve fire and water in their utmoft purity, that they 
might ferve for fymbols of the divine nature, and put them in 
mind of the infinite purity of God. As they held the minif- 
tration of angels, fo they believed that one of thefe celeftial 
guards was appointed to watch over the waters in general $ 
this angel they called Jrdifur or Arduifur, for whom a parti- 
cular Niyaijh or falutation was prefcribed, the title of which 
in their antient books runs thus, Hymn to Ardifur, for the 
benefits received from the fea, rivers* wells*) and fountains. 
In this hymn they praifed him for taking care of all thefe 
places, and prayed, that he might continue fo to do, return- 
ing God thanks for the various ufes made of water, and the 
mighty advantages refultingto mankind from his wifedifpofi- 
tion thereof throughout the earth; they were of opinion, that 
in paradife fuch people were peculiarly blefled, as had been 
careful of defiling water, and had in this fenfe preferved a re- 
fpe£k for that element during their lives, for which caufe they 
recommended the care of this element, as well as fire, to 
their women, that is their private fires, and the water ufed 
in their houfes,; for it docs not appear, that they ever ad- 
mitted women to minifter in religious matters, except in the 
myfteries of Venus* which, as we obfcrved before, was a he- 
refy, and as fuch dctefted by the orthodox magians. In their 
love to purity and their efteem of water, the practice of the 
yews* and the precepts in their law for corporal purification, 

way very well be urged in their defence, clpecially if we con- 

Sffa fider, 

i 
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fider, that in wafhing the hands, and putting on the girdle, 
folemn forms of prayer were enjoined the anticnt Per/tans 9 
as indeed there were fet ejaculations to be ufcd in the per- 
formance of the moft ordinary actions of human ljfe «, 

With refpeft to the ufe they made of fire in their nation 
nal religion, the priefts who attended.it by no means deferved 
the appellation of Igniarii Sacerdotes^ i. e. fire-priejts^ for 
they were truly Saccrdotes Dei^ prie/ts of the almighty > who 
though, like the fewijh priefts they waited on, and took care 
to preferve the f^cred fire from being extinguifhed , yet this 
was far from being their only duty \ for thefe, as well as 
thofe, read every day public prayers, and did other faccrdotaj 
offices, as we lhall hereafter declare more largely. .Yet fuch 
has been the hard fate of thefe people, that, becaufe their 
principles were not known, and their ceremonies ill under- 
ftood, they have been branded with the name of Atcjh-perefty 
i. e. fire*worJhippers % fo dangerpus a thing it is to carry to 
any excefs even innocent ceremonies. They never confeffed 
their, fins to any but to God, nor befought a remiflion of 
them from any but from him ; yet they inclined to perform 
thefe public ails of devotion before the fymbol of the deity, 
that is ? before fire, or before the fun, as the witnefs of their 
actions \ in like manner the yew s confefled their fins to God 
in the temple, the fire flaming on the altar near them, fo 
that there was nothing of idolatry, in this, though it might 
fKK bt altogether free from fuperftitfpn (F), 

In 

• Hyde, c. vj\ p. 137. 

C F) If we were to undertake a critical review of wjiat modern 
authors have written about thefe people and their opinions, it 
would require a far larger treatife than this whole feci ion ; this is 
t bold aflertion, but I will venture to give an inftance of it, which 
I am pofitive will prove the truth of my obfervation. Mr. Taver- 
ns er has fpent about fifteen pages in his account of thefe people, in 
which there are at leall fifty capital miftakes, which any man may 
difcover who is at all vcrfed in oriental literature, In his fection 
of the origin and prophets of this feet, he confounds Z&dujht with 
Jibraham^ in fuch a manner, that it would coft a great deal of 
time to determine what part of the ftory belongs to the one, and 
what to the other. He tells us of a king, wham he calls Neu* 
f>rtu.* t probably N/mrod, and afcribes to him things that no body 
ever heard of before ; nay the very name he has given the pro- 
phet is fuflicient to (hew, how much he' was confufed on this fub- 
j«;cf, and coniequently how little credit is due to what he relates 

k the religion of the Gaurt or Gutr$s+ as he calk them. Their 

prophet's 
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In the inoft antient times, the Per/sans had no temples at 
all, but reared altars, whereon they preferved their facred 

fires, 

rophet*« name, as fet down by him, was Ebrabim- zer-ateucbt ; 
c tells us of books he received from heaven, that they contain the 
religions precepts of thefe people, and that he himfelf has fren a 
great book which was attributed to him. But I mud defire the 
reader to take notice, that I do not arraign Mr. Tavernier's fince- 
rity as te facts which lay within thecompafs of his judgment ; on 
the contrary, we are perfuaded that he wrote nothing which ha 
did not take to be true, as appears by the following account of their 
worfliip of the fire, which is the title of one of his fections : " The 
*' Gaurs render no fuch honours to the, lire as agree with this term 
4f of worfliip, they are not idolaters, they ackowledge one God, 
** the creator of the heaven and of the earth, and him only they 
* c profefs to worfliip." In the reft of his fections he fpeaks dif- 
tinctly enough of what he law ; but he relates what he heard in 
fuch a manner, that a perfon, who knew as little of the matter as 
he, could not fail of being deceived (i 6). Sir J%hn Chardin, whom 
we have often commended, and who, without all queftion, was one 
of the mod intelligent men that ever obliged the public with an ac- 
count of his travels, fpeaks very contemptibly of thefe people, and 
would have us believe there is no fort of learning amongft them, but 
a little aftrology ; he fays, their priefts talk confufedly of their re- 
ligion, and that they were not pofitive themfelves as to the plac* 
where their &cred lire was kept (17). But though this gentleman 
was not fo happy as to meet with intelligent perfons of this reli- 
gion, others have ; and the accounts they have written are clear 
and latisfactory, nay and fupported by undeniable evidence. M. 
Le Brun 9 by the interpolition of the Englijb agent, had a conver- 
fetion with one of their priefts, from whom he learned many thing* 
•xactly conformable to what we have delivered. It would there- 
fore be needlefs to infert that coaverfation here, but it may not 
perhaps be amifs to give the anfwer of the prieft to M. Le Brttn'a 
firft queftion, what he thought of the creation of the world 
and the ppwer of God ? He faid he believed God to be the 
being of beings, a fpirit of light, above the comprehenlion of hu- 
man underftandings, infinite, in all places, almighty, from whom 
nothing could be hid, and again ft whofe will nothing could be done. 
This conference happened in the month of January 1707(18). 
As to the pyre a or fire temples, they were formerly frequent as parifk 
churches in other countries ; but lince the deftruction of the antient 
Per [tans thefe ftructures are by no means common. The Pcrfeet 
content themfelves with faying their prayers before their common 
fires, and their pri efts officiate before them likewife. They have, 

(16) Tavtm. lil.i<v. c.<viii p 480. (17) Chardin t torn. it. p. 
} 79. C 18) Le Brurty torn. it. /. J87. 
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fires, on the tops of mountains, and other folitary places *. 
It was Zoroajler, who perfuaded them, for the lake of pre- 
ferring thefe fires more conveniently, to ereft over each of 
them a pyreum, or fire-temple, but this had no relation to 
Mithra or the fun y towards whom they could better teftify 
their refpect in the open air ; neither did it fubvert their an- 
ient principle, that the lord of the univerfe ought not to be 
inclofed within walls, for their pyrea did not circunifcribe 
what they efteemed an image or femblance of the divinity, but 
only the fymbol ofhis purity, and as it were a lhadawof his 
nature. The overturning therefore of the Greek temples by 
Xerxes, and other afls of a like nature, -were perfectly con- 
fxftent with their reverence for fire, and their refpeft for the 
fun. Of this though many Greek and Oriental writers were 
entirely ignorant, and were confequently prone to mifrepre- 
fentthepi, yet authors, of great candor and more extend ve 
knowledge, have acknowledged as much, and teftified to 
the honour of the Perfiam^ tliat they worfhipped only one 
God, without reprefenting him by any image or picture 
whatfoeyer y . 

The Perfiam in early times acknowledged one eternal and 
omnipotent being, the creator ^nd preferver of all things ; 
him they called Yezad, Izad, or Izud, alfo Ormuzd, Hor- 
muz, or Hormizda ; joining this with the modern name they 
fay Hormizda Choda, O Supreme God. 'They acknowledge 
alfo an evil created being, whom they ftiled Ahariman, 
Ahreman y or Ahriman^ and in verfe Ahrimanan, which fig- 
nifiea amongft them the devil. To fhew their deteftation of 
this wicked being, his name in the antient Perfian books was 
thus wrote, umutjyqy* to intimate, that as he was the im- 
placable and perpetual enemy of mankind, fo they maintained 
an everlafting enmity againft him and all hii woiks. The 
modern ferftam call the devil Div \ 

"Herod. Clio. ^Shahriftan, &c. ap. Hydf, c. iii. p. 105. 
"Hydi, c. xi. xiii. 

however, fire- temples or firc-chapels ftill in fome places, and the 
chief of them is fuppofed to be in the province of Kirman % where there 
are more Gaurs than in any other part of Perjia. Antiently their 
temples were fplendid, and were dedicated not only to the fun, but 
to the red of the planets, in which, however, there was no more 
idolatry, than there is in our dedicating churches to this or that faint 

(19). 

{it)) Hfde, Rel/£. vetir. Per/, t. xxix. p. 253. 
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So Mr have afler ted, thdt the antient Perfians hdd a co* 
eternity of thefe two principles, but writers, better" acquaint- 
ed with tftfe true tenets of this nation, agree, that Jhariman 
wai created out of darknefs, and that Oromafdcs firft fubfiff- 
eM'aibtf^ that by him the light and darknefs were created; 
ithatifi tht compofitlon of this world good and evil are mixed 
together, and fo fhall continue till the end of all things, when 
each fhall be feparated" ahd reduced to its own (phere. Plu* 
tarcb) who was a very ingenious and a very inquifitive manj 
hath given us a long account of the db&rines of Zoroafter y 
very conformable to what has been already faid, and agree- 
ing perfedtly well with the religion of the antient patriarchs, 
except if] a few ftrokes of fable, which were either inferted 
by the miftake of the reporter of that abftraclr, or were in- 
vented by Zerdujht^ to account for thofe things which fur- 
pafs human underftanding Some have endeavoured to ac- 
count f6r the origin of the prince of darknefs thus, Or<?- 
mafdef, fay they, faid once within his mind, how fhall my 
power appear if there be nothing to oppofe me ? this reflec- 
tion called Ahriman into being, who thenceforward oppofed 
all the defigns of God, and thereby in fpite of himfelf con- 
tributes to his glory. The fouls of men, according to them, 
were at firft unbodied fpirits, but the Almighty, refolving to 
make ufe of them in warring again Ahriman^ cloathed theip 
with flefh,. promifing them that the light fhould never forfake 
them till 'Ahriman and all his feFvants were fubdued j after 
which - the refurredlion of the dead is to follow, with the f<5- 
paration of the light from the darknefs, and the coming of the 
kingdom of peace. To fay the truth, the notions they have 
of thfe beginning of all things, the ftate of our firft' parents, 
the attempts made on them by the prince of darknefs, the 
laft judgment, the falvation of the good and the punifhmeht 
of the bad, differ very little from what is delivered to us in 
the fcripfure on thefe. heads. Only they have a long account 
of the war between God and the author of evil, which they 
fay, ended in a complete victory gained over the latter and his 
adherents, who were conftrained to furrender at difcretion. 
That the Almighty did not annihilate his enemies, becaufe 
without oppofition his attributes could not have appeared with 
flich liiftre as they npw do. That the world had exifted three 
thoufand years before this decifive battle, the whole of its du- 
ration being fixed to twelve thoufand. That after this defeat, 
God, by holding up three fingers, gave the evil-one leave fo 
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choofc which three thoufand vears of the nine thoufand yet 
to come he would pleafe to take, wherein to trouble and vex 
mankind ; whereupon he chofe the middlemoft. , Before, fay 
they, this power was given to Ahriman* man lived in a ftate 
of innocence, but that fince his fall, war, and all other evils, 
have been introduced j that thefe, however, fhall in time pais 
away, and man live again for a certain fpace in peace and 
glory. They place the day of judgment at the end of twelve 
thoufand years ; and as to the damned, they afiert, that they 
fhall be punifhed according to the heinoufnefs of their crimes, 
two angels being appointed to be the infpe&ors of their fuf- 
ferings : at laft, however, even thefe are to be pardoned, 
but never to be admitted to the joys of the blefled, but to 
Remain in a certain place by themfelves, and to wear in their 
foreheads a black mark, as the badge of that flate from 
whence through the mercy of God they were freed b (G). 

The point in which the Perjians differ moft from us is, 
as to the manner of God's creating the world, which, they 

r 

# b Hydi, c. ix. 

(G) In the courfe of ages it is not to, be wondered, that falfe 
notions crept into their religion in forae places ; as among the 
Magi of G*ppadocia % who not only worfhipped with idolatrous cir- 
Cpmftances their facred fires, but alio introduced images in their tem- 
ples. But that hercfv, which of all others threatened the religion of 
~ZcroaJtrr moft was Manecbetfm ; for Manet that -arch heretic refided 
long in Ptrfia, and there broached his abfurd notion of two eter- 
aal felf ex iiiem beings, and, by mingling the do&rines of Magiifm 
and chriftianity, made up a itionftrous fyftcm of incredible doc- 
trines, attended with very ridiculous pra&ices (20). However, 
thefe notions were rooted out as will be hereafter fhewn, by the au- 
thority of the civil magiftrate, fo that the prefenc Per/tes have a- 
mongfl them none of thefe whimfical chimeras, but retain the doc- 
trine of their anceftors is all its purity, and area religious as well 
as a mod inofrenftve people, tenacious of their own principles, but 
complaifant to other people, though very referred, from whence 
proceed the many miftakes that have been made about them. 
When they do fpeak they never fail to exprefs themfelves in fueh a 
manner as fully purges all fufpicion of their being idolaters ; but 
they cannot help fhewing on fuch occaftons an inveterate diflike s- 

Einil two perfons celebrated by the greateft part of mankind as 
roei and conquerors, but looked on by them as murderers and rob- 
bers. Thefe arc Altxand$r the Great and Mohammed, both capital 
enemies of their country and nation 121 ). 

( 20) Hjde, R r. J\ c. xxi. p. 275, (zi) Ckariin* tm. ii./. 
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fay % happened not in fix days, but in fix feafons, each leafon 
containing many days J the firft of thefe they ftile Mid-yu- 
%eram* containing forty two days \ in this, fay they, the hea-i 
yens were, created with all things belonging to them. The 
fecond they ftile Mid-yujham* containing fixty days, where- 
in the .waters were created. The third is by them named 
Pitijbabim* ; including feventy five days, in this the earth was 
made. The fourth they called lyaferam, including thirty 
days, wherein were made the trees. The fifth goes under the 
name of Jtfidiyarim y containing eighty day^ in which all 
living creatures received being. The laft they ftile Hqmejpi- 
tamtdim* comprehending feventy five days, wherein was made 
mane. 

It is now time for us to fpeak of the rites and ceremonies 
of the Perfeesj antient and modern, in the exercife of their 
religion, and every thing relating thereto. Theyhave a re- 
gular clergy, and are very zealous in affertingan uninterrupt- 
ed fucceffion of perfons inftrufled in their facred myfteries, 
from the time of Zerdujht to this day. Their ordinary priefts 
are obliged to live according to certain rules, much more 
feverethan thofe given to the laity, as the reader will perceive 
at the bottom of the fubfequent page. Their high-priefts were 
under ftill ftrider obligations, and all of them were bound 
to difcharge their facerdotal offices with mighty exa&nefs and 
devotion d . As to their public worfhip, it was, arid is ftill, 
thus performed : in every Pyreum* or fire temple* there ftood 
an altar, oh r which hyrnt the facred fire, which was always 
kept alive by the prieft. When the people aflembleit in 
order to their devotion, the prieft put on a white habit, and 
a mitre, with a gaufc or cloth paffing before his mouth, that 
he might not breathe on the holy element : thus he read cer- 
tain prayers out. of the Liturgy* which he held in one hand, 
fpeaking very foftly, and in a whifpering fort of tone, hold- 
ing in his left hand certain fmall twigs of a facred tree, which, 
as foon as the fcrvice was over, he threw into the fire. At thefe 
times all who were prefent put up their prayers to God, for fuch 
things as they ftood in need of, and when prayers were finifli- 
ed, the prieft and people withdraw filently, and with all o- 
ther tokens of awful refpeft. All thefe rites are ftill oMervcd* 
But to prevent, as far as poflible, the people from falling into 
idolatry, the prieft now informs them, when they are going 
from tneir devotions, of the reafons why they worfhip before 
the fire,, and all the obligations they are under to treat it 

c Lor»'s Religion of the Perfces, c. viii. p. 41. * Hyde, 
c. xxviii. Lo&d'i account of the Perfian religion. 
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with reverence. This exhortation runs ufually in thefe wouds : 
Forafmuch as fire was delivered to Zerdujbt by the Al- 
CT mighty, as the-fymbol of his majefty, wherefore it -was re- 
*« quired that we fhould efteem it holy, and rcfptSt it as an 
•* emanation from the fountain of light, and tfeat we fhould 
•* love all things which refcttible it, efpeoially thfe fun and 
moon, the two great witnefles of God, thfc fight of which 
•5 fhould put' us in mind of his Omnifcience ; therefore let 
* c us, ; without .fuperftition, keep the command given us, 
ever' u pi6ib praifing G&Tfor the gwat ufefulneft of this 
cc elemetit', and befecching him to make us always bear in 
mind'ttie obligations we are under to do our.duty towards 
# c .him, which is as neceflary to the health and happhjefs 
«« of the mind, as light and fire are to the eafe and welfere 
of the body" * (H). 

They 

» 

•Beau champ's eflays on important fobjedb, Sect. iii. 

(IT) Among the antient Mmgi there were three degrees of priefts, 
ordinary priefts, overieers of thefe, and an archimagus like our arch- 
b*ftap,or rat^r a metropolitan, wko was acknowledged for the (he- 
coffer of Zawzjitr, and held tbcfiiprfme he^d of their church. Thefe 

the old &e*lm l^gu^ge wpxp Qi\t& Jdmgb 3 i. e. 44%«'» 
?- ^/W'¥«^Aad Mtih*4 A?ul*fa*rOr Bigb-ptufi (aa). Lord, in 
fcis account of the r$li$ion of the Perfians v calls tbfm by other 

guivatqnt to Alubad Muhqdan 9 atyl feys there is neper any mprq 
than one at a time, the chief pf the clergy of the Perfees. As to 
the d&tyof their priefts, the, lame waiter' tells us, that it is com- 
prifed in the eleven rules following, <vhz. !. The obferving th$ 
rites preferred in the liturgy of Zor$afhr 9 becaufe God is beft 
pleafcd with that form of prayer which he has prefer ibed. 2 . To 
keep hi* eyes from coveting that which is another's, for God having 
given to <ftvery man what teems meet for him in Jus eyes, to defire 

that which is anther's, i* not only /tawing a 4ifli|ce of God's pro- 

yid*>K$ t but h h|6PWif« afff^^.fcm, $Y ch*U«Wfl« that for 
our doe jvhich he hath d«?ni*4 us. 3. To have a care always to, 
fpe^fc (he truth, for all truth ftameth from God, all Jics from the 
devil ; all prifsfts (fhwfoj* fhouft fpeak tru^ fefipaufi? i^ey $re tjic 
fervants of the God of truth, and as fuch arecredit$d in wtyt they 
fay. 4. To keep clofc to his bufinefy and not middle with worjdjy 
matters, for it belongs to the layman to fee the priert wants nothing 
that is neceflary, and to the prieft not to defir^ any thing which 
is fuperfluous. 5. To get the book of the law by heart, 
that he may be always able to inftrudk the poor layman, and that 



(iA)Hydt, R. ¥. F. €. xwii. /. 34 g. 

he 
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They kfcep yearly fix feftivals* eaclj of five days contP 
nuancfc* in iftfefaibtjr of the fifc fe&feris y wherein all things were 
created ; Hhst each of thefe feafts they keep d faft of fivti 
days in metoory of God's refting five days, as they believe, 
at each of thofb feafons. As often as they eat either Hefty 
fowl, or fifb, they carry a frnall part of it to the teTriple a* 
ah offering to God» befeechtflg him, that he Would pardon 

them for taking away the lives of his creature* in order to 
their own futrfifteftce. They have none of thofe out-of-the^ 
way notion^ relating to cleannefs and uncleanhefe in meats, 
tohich expofe foftie religions to ridicule J but as they are a 
Vere corrrrjkifentj as well as irtoffenfive people, they abftain 
fr6tti foine*~flefli> and from the flefh of kine, that they may 
nertHer offend the Mohdmfht&ans nor the Banians? among 
whdm they are obliged to live. They eat alone, for the fake 
of purity atnd cleanlinefs ; they likewife drink every man out 
fcf his churn cup r . 

tVHfcN their children ire initiated into their religion they 
fend for a prieft, and this is ufually done as foon as the child is 
borji. TJie prieft calculates its nativity ; afterwards he asks 
^hfct haifte is td be given it. This being agreed 6ri by the 
father and its relations, the prieft telleth it to its mother-, who 
then fays, my child is called fo or ib, with which the ceremo- 
ny ends at that time. The child is" afterwards carried to the 

f Lord's religion of the Pcrfees, p. 46. Hyde, R. V. P. c. 
jurix. 

he may fee juft caufe to reverence his prieft. 6. To keep himfelf 
pUre and undented, becaufe God loves the pure and undented, 
and this way only one man can excel another. 7. To be ready 
to forgive all injuries, mewing himfelf a pattern of meeknefs, that 
he may be thought one come from God, for we offend God e- 
very day, yefrhe giveth us things that are good, though we de- 
ferve that he mould pour on us evil for evil. 8. To teach the 
common people to pray according to the law, to go and pray 
with thtm for public benefits when they defire it, and to perform 
coaflantly the known duties of his function. 9 To give licence 
for marriage to join the man and woman together, and to take 
cart that parents do not marry their children without his appro- 
bation. 10. 'fofpend the greateft part of his time in the temple, 
that he may be ready to nflilt all who come to him, becaufe there- 
to God hath appointed him. 11. To believe no other law 
than that given by 1erdujbt % to add nothing thereto, nor to take 
any thing from it, feeing to this end it was revealed (23). 



(23) Lord' i religion of the Perfecs, p. 32. 
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Pyramid where the prieft firft pours fome water into the rind 
of a holy tree, and thence into the. mouth of the child, be- 
feeching God to cleanfe the tender infant from whatever feeds 
of corruption it may have received from its father, and from 
the impurities derived from its mother. At feven years of age 
the child is led to church to be confirmed there, the prieft 
teaches him fome prayers, and inffcruds him in the firft .princi- 
ples of religion. Thefe are repeated daily, till he is well ac- 
quainted with the articles of his 6ith ; then he is permitted to 
pray for the firft time before the holy fire, after which the 
prieft gives him water to drink, and a pomegranate leaf to 
chew ; then he caufes the lad to wafh his body vfrith clean wa- 
ter, after which he puts on a linen caflbek next his skin, which 
defcends below his waift, and is girt with a girdle of camel's 
hair, woven by the prieft's own hand. Thefe ceremonies 
over, the prieft blefles him, and bids him be a true Perfei all 
the days of his life, to beware of falling into idolatry, or, break- 
ing any of the precepts given by Ztrdujbt* {I). Of their 

marriages 

* .Lord's religion of the Pcrfees, p. 45, HynB, R f V. P. c. 

xxxiv. 

(I) As to the high-pried, he, over and above the dudes enjoin* 
td the priefts in general, is dire&ed to obferve the fallowing thir- 
teen precepts (24) : 1 . He mud have a care of polluting . himfelf in 
any manner, becaufe God hath chofen him to be holy. 2? In 
order to this he mail do all things for himfelf, to prcferve himfelf 
from being contaminated by the uncleannefs of others, as alfo to 
fhew his humility in fo high a ftation. 3. He is to take the layman* a 
tithe, i. e the tenth of au that he has, but not to his own ufe, "for 
he is to confider himfelf as the almoner of God, who makes ufe of 
him only to difpenfe to the poor the tribute paid by the rich. 4, 
That this may appear to be Airly done, he muft avoid all pomp 
and fuperflnity, and at the year'i end rauft give away the lad far- 
thing, fince his revenue is fettled, and always paid with good will. 
5. His houTe mud be near the temple, and he mud give a good ex- 
ample to his flock, by (laying much at home, and by giving himfelf 
up to prayer. 6. As in his public, foin his private life, he mud be 
extremely frugal and temperate in all things. 7. He rauft not only 
be acquainted with the law but with all the fciencet, feeing he is to 
jnftruft all others of hi« religion, clergy and laity. 8. He mud 
keep a tow diet, becaufe high eating or ftrong liquors difturb the 
faculties of the mind, and difebmpofe that ierenity' of difpofition 
which flionld be always found in the man of God. 9. He mud 
f«ar only God, and hate nothing but fin. 10. As he is fupreme in 



(24J Hyde, R. <v. Per far. c. xiii 
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marriages we are told by a very intelligent author, that they 
have, five forts ; Firft, that of children in their minority. Se*> 
condly, that of widowers with a fecond wife. Thirdly, of 
fuch perfons as marry by their own choice. Fourthly, the 
marriage of the dea,d,. which is occafioncd by an opinion they 
have entertained, that married people are peculiarly happy in 
the other world ; wherefore, when a young perfondies in cc» 
libacy, they hire one to be married to him or her, which cere-" 
roony is performed a little after the burial. The laft kind of 
marriage is where a perfon adopts either a fon or a daughter, 
and then rgives him or her in marriage, which is alfo founded 
on a religious opinion, that all men ought to leave heirs be-* 
hind them, either natural or adopted. At to the ceremonies 
piade ufe of on this occafion, they are very lingular, but at 
the fame time have nothing in them wild or irrational(K),The 
parties, • defigning to contract matrimony, are feated together 
on a bed, about midnight, ©ppofite to them ftand two priefts, 
the one for the man, the other for the woman, holding rice in 
their hands, to intimate the fruitfulnefs which they wifti the 

all fpiritoul caufes, he muft reprove finners without any regard to 
their rank, and they muft hear him patiently, fince he fpeaks not in 
in hi* own caufe but God's, n. He mull above all things ftudy 
to diflinguifh truth from error. 1 2. Though, in confequence of 
his high office, he may for his confolation receive vifions and other 
manifeftationa from God, yet he is not to publilh them, for that 
would but confound the people who are to adhere to the written 
lawi, 1 3. He muft preferve theeverliving fire brought by Ztrdujbt 
from heaven, that it may endure through all ages, till the world 
{hall be deftroyed by that element (25). 

(K) It is very poflible, that the reader in the perufal of this fecli- 
on may incline to wifh, that hi fome things we had delivered our 
ielves more copioufly, and therefore it may not be amifs to inform 
him, that in treating of the Perjian hiftory, as delivered by orien- 
tal writers, we fhall take occafion to retouch various points relating 
to the religion of the antient Perfians, becaufe much of their hiftory 
depends upon them. As to inconfiderable cuftoms, fuch as wearing 
this or that colour, this or that kind of cap j thefe we have pur- 
pofely omitted as deeming them not worthy of being mentioned in 
fo great a work as this. Let us, however, note one thing, that 
their .priefts at confirmation fell the youth a girdle, which he is 
bound to keep ail his life long, and to ufe it conftantly, becaufe 
when he lays it afide, ho no longer enjoys the benefits of the prieft's 
benediction Dr. Hyde is of opinion, that the Englijb dying, ungirt, 
unblefty has fome allufion to this (26). 

(25) Lord" s religion of the Ptr/hes, /. 36. (26) ReUg. vetsr. 
Pit far, c, xxxiti. 

new- 
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nW-mamcd couple ; on each hand of the priefb ftand the 
relations of the bride and bridegroom. Things beiftg in this 
fitaation, the bridegroom's prieft lays his fore-finger on the 
woman's forehead, and fays, Wilt thou have this man to be 
thf wedded hnjband ? the woman affenting, her prieft lays his 
fore-finger on the man's forehead, and asks the like queftion , 
which being anfwered in the affirmative,, the parties then join 
tends, the man promifes that he will provide her a Suitable 
maintenance, the woman acknowledes that all fhe has is his* 
the priefts then fcatter rice over them, wilhing that they may 
ie fruitful, and befeeching God that they may have many Tons 
and daughters* that they may live in unity of mind, and ar- 
rive aft a good old age, in poJfeffion of all the joys of wedlock. 
The ceremony over, the woman'* parents pay the dowry, 
and a feaft of eight days is kept for ysfdi the marriage K 

As to their burials two things are remarkable j firft, the 
place, fecondly, the manner. Firft, as to the place, they 
have a round tower ere&ed, on the top of which the bodies 
tif the dead are laid to be devoured by the fowls of the air, 
fomc affirm, that they have feparate towers for the good and 
for the bad; others, that men, women* and children, are 
placed oh feveral towers, the reafon of thus expofihg them wi 
have elfewhere given, viz. the pfefervirig the elements ptnbi 
for fhfcy cohfceivfe that bv nofc interf?ng the de^tf^stfofd 
polluting. the earth, arid by leaving thfc corps unprotected frqiii 
birds of prey, they prbyide in fqme fneafure againft the in* 
fe£tion of the air. However, diis cuftom was antiehtly 
efteemed fo barbarous by other nations, that one of the k apo- 
logifts for the chriftiari faith, fpeakipg of the good effccls it 
had on mens minds in reforming thete from brutal and wicked 
habits, mentions this exprefly, that the Ar/fo/tr, fmce they had 
received the chriftian doctrines, no more expofed the bodies 
of their dead, but affotded them a decent burial. Before wte 
part with this ftih/jett, it may not be amifs to obfervc What fs 
praclifed amoftg tfiedi, when a fnan on hfe deatfrbed ; a 
prieft is in fucha cafe always fent fot, and he, drawing near 
the bed, prayefh thuS tri the ear of the fick man cc O Almigh- 
" ty Lord, thou haft commanded that we fhould not offend 
" thee, this man hat l\ offended ; thou haft ordained that we 
*< fhduld do good, yet this man hath done evil; thou haft re- 
*< quired that we fhould duly and e£a&ly worfhip thee, which, 
ct however, this main hath negle&ed* Now, O mercifiil 
" God, at the hour of death forgive htm his offences, bis 

*» Lor n*s religion of the Perfees, p. 48. 1 TnzDDO*. dt 
curand. Gr;cc. afFe&ib. Serin. 9. de Leg. p. 128. 
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«« mifdeeds, and his negle£b, and receive him to thylfelf,^ 
When he is dead the pricft comes not near him ; but the 
corpte is pat on an iron bier and carried to the place of inter r 
ment, the bearers being forbid to fpeak, as they go along, out 
of decency ; and aUb becaufe in the grave there is an unbroken 
filence. The dead body being placed on the tower, the prieft 
Handing at a diftance performeth the funeral fervi.ee, which 
he concludes thus : " This our brother, while he lived, conr 
*« filled of the four elements ; now he is dpad, Jet each take 
* 6 his own ; earth to earth, air to air, wat#r to water, fire to 
M fire/* They fuippofe, that the fpirit wanders for three day? 
after its departure from the body, and is in that fpace purfuei 
and tormented by the devil, till it is able to reach their fa- 
cred fire, to which he cannot come. They therefore pray 
morning, noon, and night, during thefe three days, for the 
foul of their deceafed brother, befeeching God to blot out his 
fins, and to cancel all his offences. On the fourth day, fup- 
pofing his fete to he decided, they make a great feaft, which 
clofes the ceremonies on this occafion k . 

Upon fo copious a fubjeft as this, it would have been am 
eafy task to have taken up twice as n^uch room as has been 
here employed about it, but the defire we have of rendering 
the fevetal parts of this work confiftent with each other, and 
not to introduce tedious diflertations into a general hiftory, in- 
duced us rather to run the hazard of being thought too brief, 
than, by a prolix account of fo important a part of the Perjian 
hiftory, to tire the reader's attention, and perplex what w$ 
intended to explain. The curious perufer, however, may fronpi 
the pieces referred to in this account, colled at his leifure an 
exact fyftem as well of the practical point as of the theoretical 
tenets of the Pirfas, which would certainly prove an enfer- 
taining, as well asdnftru£Hve, piece, though inconfifterit with 
the defign, in the execution of which we are now engaged. 

SECT. IV. 




The reigns of the kings of Persia. 

■ 

S we know but very little of the ftate of Ptrjia be- 
fore Cyrus's time, wefhall not pretend to give an ac- 
count of the kings who preceded that prince. We 
have already Ihewn a , that Elam or Pirfta was governed in the 
catlieft times by its own kings, and thofe very powerful. 

* Lq^d's religion of the Perfect, p. 49. 1 See before p. 38a, 

•QtrfP). 
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Cbtdorlacmer, the fir ft king oft £Am mentioned in fcfipture, 
extended his conquefts over many'provintesof ; for B*ra 
king of Sodomy Birjba king of Gomorrah;' Sat nab kjng of 

Shtmebtr king of Xeboiim, and i the king » of' iM* or 
Ztf^r, were his tributaries b . Thcfe fire princes lived twelve 
years in fubje£Hbn to Cbedorlaomr'y but in the 13th uniting 
their forces naade afi attempt towards the recovery of their 
former liberty. The king of Etam no fooner heard that they 
were up in arms, but entering into an alliance with Amrdphtl 
king of Sbinar, Arioch king of EUafar, m&Tidal king of Ma* 
tions, he marched out againft therti, arid having firft redded 
the Rtp bairns, die Zuzimiy the Ernims, the Horitts, the ilwa« 
liiiUs znd the Amorius of Ha%e%ontamar^2X laft he fell upon 
the revolters, put their army to the rout, killed the kings of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, and, having "pillaged their cities, march- 
ed back towards m loaded with the fpbils of the conquered 
nations. Lot, who, as Jofephus * informs us, affifted thc-flo- 
domites*, had die misfortune to be taken prifoner on this- occa- 
sion, and had been carried into captivity, had he .not- teen 
timely refcued by Abraham, who, purfuirtg the enemy with a 
fmall body of 'cfaofen men, came up vrith them at Dan the fifth 
dzy after their vi&ory, put them to flight, and returned in 
triumph with his brother and all his family,, redeemed from 
the infults of a victorious foe. By this overthrow Chtdorta*- 
mtr loft the Sovereignty of the Pentafolh? but retained his 

other conquefts, which were- very confideraUe. - From the 
t*ign of this prince to that o* ^;w wdcno\r nothing to be 
relied on but tthat we 'have already hinted at, in tfe hiftory 

of the Meats, vifc. th« fbAEUmiti* oriPtrJiatsrvnvc a great 
and powerful flat ion, ' that they : wjere* Waif likelihood fiibdoed 
by the AJ/yfians, but afterward* recovered their antient liber- 
ty, and were ^overn^ by princes oP thribown nation till the 
ninth year bf NibMchadnt%iar,"Mfhtn the^wcr* agaij* jstought 
under fubje&ion by that great warrior, and his ally Cyaxares 
king of Media. While they lived m {Sbjeaion to the AJfyri* 
arts, Medes, and Babylonians, the throne was ftill filled with 
natives of Pvtfia* though tributaries to tbofe greater powers. 
The only royal family we find upon record, is that of Acbxme- 
uis, "winch muft ftavci been very coi^pituout, Xmus, 
When at the height of his glory* ym ptOMd^to faive from 
thence hispedigrfce, which he does ia tht following manner 

b Gun. xi*. 4 & JoejiFM. autiauit>L f. c. 10. « Jossm. 
pntiquit.l. ii. c. to. * HaaoBOT* u vii. 
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Acharnenes. Teifpes. Hyjlafpes. 
Cambyfes. Ariaramnes. Darius. 

Cyrus. Arfames. Xerxes. 

Of this great family there were two branches * from the firft 
was defcended Cyrus the great* whofe iflue male failed in hi* 
two fons. Cambyfes and Smerdis. Some place the kings of this 
race in the following manner c . 

Perfes. Cyrus . Cambyfes. 

Achismenes. Cambyfes, Smerdis* 
Darius. Cyrus the Great. 

They will have Perfes* of whom, fay they, Perfia borrowed 
its name, to be the firft of this family that reigned in Perjia. 
Wc are told, that Achamenes was nurfed by an eagle { \ and 
of this fabulous eagle the no Iefs fabulous wolf of Romulus 
was perhaps a copy. Darius is mentioned by Herodotus * 9 
and fuppofed by fome to have coined the famous Darics or 
Stateres Dprici* which fuppofition is difproved by Herodotus h , 
telling us, that the Perftans had neither gold nor filvcr before 
the conqueft of Lydia. Cyrus had two children, Cambyfes and 
Atojfa-y Atoffa married Phamaces king of Cappadocia l , and 
Cambyfes Mandane* the fomuch celebrated daughter of AJiya~ 
ges kjng of Media* by whom he had Cyrus the Great (A). 
But as nothing occurs worthy of notice in the hiftory of the 
Perfian kings before Cyrus* we fhall proceed, without dwell- 
ing on fo barren a fubject, to the reign of that great and glo- 
rious prince. 

The name of Cyrus is equally famous in facred and pro- Cyruc 
phane hiftory ; in the latter his valour and conquefts have 

* Ri in ice. hift. jul. p. 37. i JEl i aw. de animal. 1. xii. c. 

21. * HlRODOT. I. I. h HfiR0DOT. 1.1. C. 71. * DlODQR. 

Sicul. in Fragm. 1. xxxi. 

(A) Ovid ( I J mentions one Orchamus king of Perfia, and makes 
him the 7 th after Belus, 

Rexit Achaemenias urbes pater Orchamus, if que 9 

Septimus a prifco numcratur origine Bclo* 

As this king is no where to be found but in 0*uid % t metamorphofes, 
what is faid of him delcrves no more credit than thty do. 
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Chedorlaomer , the firft king of Elam mentioned in fcripture^ 
extended his conquefts over many provinces of Ajia \ for Bera 
king of Sodom y Birjha king of Gomorrahy Shi nab king of Ad- 
mahy She?neber king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela or 
Zoary were his tributaries b . Thefe five princes lived twelve 
years infubjeftion to Chedorlaomer y but in the 13th uniting 
their forces made an attempt towards the recovery of their 
former liberty. The king of Elam no fooner heard that they 
were up in arms, but entering into an alliance with Amraphel 
king of S binary Arioch king of Ella far y and Tidal king of na- 
tionsy he marched outagainft them, and having firft reduced 
the Rephaimsy the Xuzims y the EmimSy the Horites, the Ama~ 
It kites and the Amorites of Hazezontamar , at laft he fell upon 
the revolters, put their army to the rout, killed the kings of 
Sodom and Gomorrahy and, having pillaged their cities, march- 
ed back towards Elam loaded with the fpoils of the conquered 
nations. Lot 9 who, as Jofephus c informs us, affifted the ■ So- 
domites y had the misfortune to be taken prifoner on this occa- 
sion, and had been carried into captivity, had he not been 
timely refcued by Abrahatriy who, purfuing the enemy with a 
fmallbody of chofen men, came up with them at Dan the fifth 
day after their victory, put them to flight, and returned in 
triumph with his brother and all his family, redeemed from 
theinfults of avi&orious foe. By this overthrow Chedorlao- 
mer loft the fovereignty of the PeritapoltSy but retained his 
other conquefts, which were very confiderable. From the 
reign of this prince to that of Cyrus we know nothing to be 
relied on but what we have already hinted at, in the hiftory 
of the MedeSy viz. that the Elamites or Perfians were a great 
and powerful nation, that they were in all likelihood fubdued 
by the Affyriansy but afterwards recovered their antient liber- 
ty, and were governed by princes of their 'own nation till the 
ninth year of Nebuchadnezzar, when they were again brought 
under fubjeclion by that great warrior, and his ally Cyaxares 
king of Media. While they lived in fubje&ion to the Afjyri- 
mnsy MedeSy and BabylonianSy the throne was ftill filled with 
natives of Perfia y though tributaries to thofe greater powers. 
The only royal family we find upon record, is that of Achame- 
nesy which muft have been very confpicuous, fince Xerxes, 
when at the height of his glory, wa9 proud to derive from 
thence his pedigree, which he does in the following manner *# 

b Gun. xiv. 4 & Jos* ph. antiquit. 1. 1. c. 10. < Joseph. 
amiquit.l. ii. C 10. * H*rodot. 1. vii. 
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Acbamenes. Teifpes. Hyjiafpes. 
Cambyfes. Arieramnes. Darius. 

Cyrus. Arfames. Xerxes. 

Of this great family there were two branches ; from the firft 
was defcended Cyrus the great, whofe ifTue male failed in his 
twofons Cambyfes and Smerdis. Some place the kings of this 
race in the following manner 5 . 

Perfes. Cyrus . Cambyfes. 

Acbcsmenes. Cambyfes. Smerdis. 
Darius. Cyrus the Great . 

They will have Perfes, of whom, fay they, Perfia borrowed 
its name, to be the rirfr. of this family that reigned in Pcrfia* 
We are told, that Achamencs was nurfed by an eagle f ; and 
of this fabulous eagle the no lefs fabulous wolf of Ro?nulus 
was perhaps a copy. Darius is mentioned by Herodotus c , 
and fuppoied by ibmc to have coined the famous Darics or 
Stateres Darici, which fupp.^fition is difproved by Herodotus h , 
telling us, that the Perfians had neither* gold nor filvcr before 
the conqueft ofLydia. Cyrus had two children, Cambyfes and 
Atoffa; Atojfa married Pbarnaces king of Cappadocia l , and 
Cambyfes Mandane, the fomuch celebrated daughter of AJlya- 
ges king of Media, by whom he had Cyrus the Great (A). 
But as nothing occurs worthy of notice in the hiftory of the 
Perfian kings before Cyrus, we fhall proceed, without dwell- 
ing on fo barren a fubjecl:, to the reign of that great and glo- 
rious prince. 

The name of Cyrus is equally famous in facred and pro- Cyr 
phane hiftory ; in the latter his valour and conqucfts have 

• Re inbcc. hift. jul. p. 37. < ^uan. dc animal. 1. xii. c. 
21. 8 Hkrodot. 1. 1. h IIerodot. 1. i. c. 71. 1 Diodor. 
Sicul. in Fragm. 1. xxxi. 

(A) Ovid { 1 J mentions one Orchamus Ling of Perfia, and makes 
Kim the 7 th after Be/us, 

Rexit Achsemenias urbes pater Orchamus, ifque, 

Septimus a prijlu numcratur originc Bclo. 

As this king is no whee to be found but in Ovid's metamorphofes, 
what is laid of him dcl'crvcs no more credit than they do. 
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rendered his memory immortal, as has in the former his kind 
treatment of the captive Hebrews, whom he reftored to their 
antient ftate, country, and temple, having been appointed 
for that by name * many years before he appeared in the 
world ; an honour beftowed upon none but him, and that ex- 
cellent prince Jojiah 1 king of Judah. Prophane hiftorians 
are at no fmall variance with each other touching the birth of 
this prince, his education, and acceflion to the crown. Hero- 
dotus and Xenophon are the only two original authors, as we 
may call them, whom we can quote and follow in what re- 
lates to the life and exploits of this prince ; for other writers 
have copied after them, fome adopting the accounts of the 
one, and fome of the other. They are both very minute in 
their relations, and agree in fome particulars, but widely dif- 
fer in others. We lhall in the firft place hear Herodotus, the 
father cf hiftory, as Tully calls him ; but whether his accounts 
be genuine, or rather interwoven, and feafoned to the Greek 
tafte, with fcveral fabulous and furprizing incidents, is what 
we fhall examine afterwards. 

Account of 4fty a 2 es, > t ' ie 1^ k* n g °f t ' ie Medes, being warned by a 
the btrth y dream, that the fon, who was to be born of his daughter 
education, Mandane, fhould one day be lord of all Afia, refolved to mar- 
&c. of ry her, not to a Mede worthy of her bed, but to a Perjian \ 
Cyrus, ar- and accordingly chofe one Cambyfes, fprung from an antient 
cording to family, but of a peaceable difpofition, and, as he thought, 
Herodo- inferior in rank to a Mede, even of a middling condition. A 
tus. y ear a f ter t j 1C y were married, Aftyages was frightened by ano- 

ther dream portending a-new, according to the interpretation 
of the Mages, the empire of Afta to his grand fon (B). Here- 
upon 4/fyages feuds f° r bis daughter then big with child, and 
upon her arrival in Media puts her under a guard, determined 
to deftroy the child flie fhould be delivered of ; for the Mages 
had aflurcd him, that the iflue of his daughter was to fill his 
throne. Mandane, not long after her confinement, was 
brought to bed of a fon, whom Aftyages, mindful of the inter- 
pretation of the Mages, delivered to one Harpagus, enjoinin 
him, as he tendered his own life, to take the new-born fon of 
Mandam, to carry him to his houfe, and there difpatch him 

k Is a. xliv. 28. &xlv. i. 1 1 Kings xiii. 2. 

(B) His firft dream was, that his daughter Mandant had voided 
fo great a quantity of water as not only filled the metropolis of the 
kingdom, but overflowed all Afia. In the other ha faw a vine moot- 
ing fiom tke womb of his daughter, and extending its branches over 

all Afia. 

with 
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with his own hands, in what manner he fhould think befh 
Harpagus promifed to put the king's orders in execution, and 
having received from the guards the infant richly drefled, went 

home under-great concern, as feeing himfclf employed in fo 
cruel and inhuman an office. He acquainted his wife as foon 
as he came home with what had pafled between AJlyages and 
himfelf, and refolved not to execute the fentence with his own 
hands, but to transfer his charge to another. With this de- 
fign he immediately fent for one of the king's herdfmen, who 
kept his cattle in paftures lying at the foot of certain moun- 
tains, on the north of Ecbatan^ towards the Cafpian fea . The 
herdfman's name was Mitradates^ and his wife's, in the lan- 
guage of the Medes^ Spaco y which fignifies a bitchy and an- 
fwers her Greek name Cyno. Mitradates^ without delay, 
waited upon Harpagus , who commanded him, in the king's 
name, to take the infant and expofe it in the moft dangerous 
and abandoned part of the mountains, upon pain of dying in 
the moft exquifite tortures that could be invented. He added, 
that the king had charged him to fee his orders put in executi- 
on. The herdfman, not daring to make any remonftrance 
againft the king's commands, returned with the child to his 
cottage, where he found his wife juft delivered of a Ton. Du- 
ring her hufband's abfence, fhe had been in great trouble and 
perplexity, on account of the meffage from Harpagus? who 
had never before fent for him ; and therefore he no fooner fet 
his foot within the door, but fhe asked him in great furprize, 
why Harpagus had fent for him in fuch hafte ? He told her, 
he had been in the city, where he had heard and feen fuch 
things as grieved him beyond ex prefli on ; that when he arrived, 
the houfe of Harpagus was all in tears, and that as he went 
in, \it was ftruck with horror in feeing an infant, drefled in 
gold and the richeft colours, panting and crying on the floor; 
that Harpagus had commanded him to carry away this child, 
and expofe it on the mountains to the mercy of the wild beafts, 
upon pain of incurring the king's difpleafurc, and undergoing 
the fevcreft punifliments that could be inflifted ; that at firlt 
he had fuppofed the unhappy infant to belong to fomc perron 
of the family of Harpagus but that he had been afterwards 
informed by the fervant that attended him out of the city, and 
delivered the babe into his hands, that it was born of Atan- 
dane the king's daughter, and fon to Cambyfes of Pcrfia y and 
that AJlyages had commanded it fliould be put to death 1 . 

Having thus fpoke, he difclofed the child to his wife, 
who no fooner faw it, but being ravifhed with the innocent 

1 Hsropot. 1. i. c. 107. fiefeq. 
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fmiles of the infant, {he embraced her hufband, and with 
many tears entreated him not to execute the orders he had re- 
ceived. But he, remonftrating the abfolute neceffity he was 
under of obeying or forfeiting his own life, fince the fpies of 
Harpagus would without fail keep a watchful eye over him, 
and fee whether he performed what had been fo ftri£tly enjoyn- 
ed him, ihe fuggefted to him to take their own child that was 
ft ill-born, to expofe it inftead of the other, and bring up the 
fon of Mundane as their own « for, by that means, faid (he, 
we fhall fufficiently confult our own fafety without injuring 
others ; the dead child will be honoured with a royal fepulchre, 
and the furviving infant be preferved from an untimely 
death 

Mitradates approved of this eKpedient, and delivering the 
infant he was charged to deftroy into his wife's hands, dref- 
fed the dead child in the rich apparel of the living, and car- 
ried it in the fame bafket, in which he had brought the other, 
to the mod unfrequented part of the mountains. Three days 
after, he acquainted Harpagus, that, if he pleated, he could 
fhew him the dead body of the infant, and he accordingly 
difpatched fomeof his friends, in whom he moft confided, to 
fee that the fentence had been put in execution, and to inter 
the royal infant. Thus was Cyrus, for fo was the infant af- 
terwards called, delivered from the fnares of his grandfather, 
and educated by the herdfman's wife as her own a * 

m 

When he attained to the age of ten years, as he was one 
day playing in the paftures with other children of his age, he 
was chofen king by his companions, and in virtue of that dig- 
nicy having diftinguifhed them into feveral orders and clafles, 
the fon of Artembares, a lord of eminent dignity among the 
Medes, who was one of his companions in the play, refufed 
to obey his orders. Whereupon Cyrus commanded him to be 
immediately feized and vvhipt very feverely. The boy with 
many tears com plainer! to his father of what he had fuffered 
from the herdfinan's fon, and the father, highly refenting the 
riffront, haftencd with his fon lo the king's palace, and {hew- 
ing the prince in what a cruel and ignominious manner his 
fon had been abufed by the fon of a (lave, entreated him to a- 
venge, by fomc very exemplary punifhment, the indignity 
offered to him and his whole family. Ajiyages promifed to 
give him full fatisfidtion, and commanding both the herd fm an 
and his fon to be brought before him, afked Cyrus y how he, 
who was the fon of fo mean a man, had dared to abufe the 

* IIirodot* ubi fupra. n Hikodot. ubi fupra. 
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fon of one of the chief lords in the kingdom ? Cyrus replied, 
that he had done no more than he had a right to do, for the 
boys of the neighbourhood having made him their king, becaufe 
they thought him the molt worthy of that dignity, and per- 
formed what he, vefted with that character, had command- 
ed, the fon of Artembares alone had flighted his orders, and 
for his difobedience fuffered the punifhment he deferved. As 
the boy was pleading his caufe with an eloquence far fupcrior 
to his years and education, Ajiyages took particular notice of 
his mein and features, and thinking that he refembled himfelf, 
began to refleft on the time that his grand fon was expo fed, 
which he found to agree with the age of the herdfman's fup- 
pofed fon. Being perplexed with this thought, he difmiffed 
Artembares^ afTuring him, that his fon fhould have no caufe to 
complain, and commanded his guards to conduct Cyrus into 
the palace. Being then in private with the herdfman, he dik- 
ed whofe boy Cyrus was, and from whofe hands he had him ? 
Mitradates affirmed, that he was his own child, and that the 
boy's mother, who was ftill living, would come, if he pleafed, 
to atteft it. But AJiyages^ giving no credit to what he aver- 
red, commanded his guards to feize him, whereupon he dis- 
covered, without referve, the whole matter, and implored 
the king's mercy 

AJlyages was not fo much incenfed againft the herdfman, 
as againft his favourite Harpagus^ whom he ordered the guards 
to bring without delay to the palace. Upon his arrival, the 
king in a violent paffion alked him in what manner he had put 
to death the fon of his daughter Mandane. When Harpagus 
law the herdfman, he thought he fliould but aggravate his 
crime, by attempting to elude the ftorm that threatened him, 
by any fort of fallhood, and therefore openly confefled what 
he had done ; adding that he thought he had taken the mod 
effectual means he could to put his orders in execution, and 
that he truly believed the child was dead, fince the moft trufty 
among his friends had affurcd him, that they had fcen and 
interred the body p . 

AJlyages ^ diflcmbling his refentment, acquainted Harpagus 
with what the herdfman had confelTed, adding, that the child 
was ftill alive, and that he was very well plcaled his orders had 
not been executed ; for he had been under great concern ever 
lincc he iflued that cruel command, and had not been able to 
bear the reproaches of his daughter. He then ordered Har~ 
pagus to fend his fon to wait on the young Cyrus^ and to come 

•Idem, ibid. l ' Idem, ibid. 
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himfelf that night to fup with him, fince he intended to offer 
a facrifice to the gods, in thankfgiving for the care they had 
taken of his grand fon 

Harpagus^ overjoyed at the king's fpeech, returned home, 
and, acquainting his wife with what had paffed, immediately 
fent his only fon to attend Cyrus, as he had been commanded. 
His fon, who was about 30 years old, no fooner entered the 
palace, but he was feized, barbaroufly murdered, and cut in 
pieces by order of AJiyages, who gave direction* that the mang- 
led body, varioufly drefled and difguifed, fhould be ferved up 
at fupper. Harpagus and the reft of the guefts repaired to 
the palace at the hour appointed ; the others were fplendidly 
entertained, but the table, where Harpagus fupped, was fer- 
ved only with the flefh of his fon. When he had done, the 
king afked him whether he had been pleafed with his victuals ; 
and Harpagus anfwering, that he had never tafted any thing 
more delicious, the officers appointed for that purpofe brought 

in a bafket containing the head, hands, and feet of his fon, 
defiringhim to uncover the bafket, and take what he liked beft. 
He did as they defired, and beheld the remains of his only 
child, without betraying any fort of concern or refentment at 
fo (hocking a fight ; fuch was the command he had of his paf- 
fions. The king enquired whether he knew with what kind 
of meat he had been entertained ? Harpagus replied, he knew 
very well, and was always pleafed with whatever his fovereign 
thought fit to ordain. Having thus replyed, with a furpri- 
zing temper, he collected the mangled parts of his innocent 
fon, and went home, as our author conjectures, to inter 
them r . 

AftyageSj having thus vented his rage upon the unfortunate 
Harpagus i began to confider with himfelf what he ihould do 
with Cyrus ; and having again confulted the Mages, their 
aafwer was, that if the boy lived, hemuft of neceflity be king, 
Ajlyages then acquainted them, that he was ftill alive, adding, 
as a very material circumftance, that he had been chofen king 
by the boys of the neighbourhood where he lived, and per- 
formed all the parts of a real king with the utmoft rigour and 
feverity. Hereupon the Mages replied, that the prediction 
of his reign was already accomplifhed, in the choice which the 
hoys had made of him for their king, and that he would never 
reign a feeond time ; for dreams, faid they, often end in 
things ofunall importance, and are fulfilled by trifling events. 

Idem, ibid. r Idem, ibid. 
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They advifed him therefore to diveft himfelf of all fear, and 
fend the boy to his parents in Perfsa f . 

AJiyages, well pleafed with this anfwer, called Cyrus, and 
owning how much he had been wanting in the affeflion, which 
he ought naturally to have had for him, by reafon of an infig- 
nificant dream, defired him to get ready for a journey into Per- 
fta y where he would find his real father and mother, in cir- 
cumftances very different from thofe of the poor herdfman 
Mitradates, and his wife Spaco 

Thus AJiyages y after many kind expreflions, difmiffed his 
young grandfon attended by feveral lords of the firft rank. 
U A ?on his arrival at his father's houfe, he was received by his 
parents with a tendernefs and joy, which is more cafy to con- 
ceive than exprefs. As they had long given him over for dead 
they afked him in what manner his life had been preferved. 
He then acquainted them, that he had lived in an entire igno- 
rance of his condition, and had been unacquainted with his 
true birth, believing himfelf the fon of the king's herdfman, 
till thofe, who attended him onhis journey into Perfea^ informed 
him of all that had pafied. He related, how he had been 
educated by the herdfman's wife, and frequently repeating the 
name of Cyno^ commended her on all accafions. And this 
name his parents made ufe of, as our author informs us, to 
perfwade the Perjians y that the prefervation of their fon was 
in a very particular manner owing to the immortal gods, 
fince he had been nouriflied, as they induftrioufly fpread a- 
broad and was commonly believed, by a bitch 

When Cyrus attained to the age of manhood, and was 
become very popular in his own country, and famous in Me- 
dia on account of his extraordinary parts, Harpagus^ who 
had never forgot the inhuman murder of his fon, began to court 
his friendfhip, with adefign to join with him, who had been 
equally injured, in revenging fo barbarous a treatment. At 
the fame time he folicited the leading men among the Medes % 
who were highly diflatisfied with the tyrannical government 
of AJiyages y to take up arms, and redeem themfelves and 
their unhappy country from the calamities they groaned un- 
der, by deputing Ajiyagcs^ and advancing his grandfon Cyrus 
to the throne. They all to a man (hewed themfelves difpofed 
to fecond his defigns ; whereupon he thought it high time to 
difcover his intentions to Cyrus ^ who was to a£t the chief part 
in this revolution. And accordingly, he acquainted him 
with them by a letter, which, as all the roads leading to 

f Idem, Ibid, <■ Idem,, ibid. u fdem, ibid. 
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Pirfia were guarded by the king's troops, he conveyed to him 
in the belly of a hare ; the hare he delivered to one of his 
moft trufty domeftics, d reded in the habit of a hunter, en- 
joining him to defire Cyrus not to open the letter in the pre- 
fence of any perfon whatfoever w . 

The meffenger executed his orders, and Cyrus opening the 
hare with his own hands, found a letter, reminding him of 
the care which the gods had had of his prefervation, againft 
the wicked defigns and barbarous attempts of his grandfather, 
and encouraging him to ftir up the Pcrfians to a revolt, and at 
the head of their forces to invade Madia, where all the chief 
commanders were* ready to join him, and determined at all 
events to advance him to the throne, inftead of his unnatural 
grandfather. He took care to put him in mind of what he 
had fuffered on his account, and how barbaroufly he had been 
punifhed for not executing the king's bloody orders. Cyrus, 
having read the letter, began to confider what meafures he 
mould take to induce the Pcrfians to revolt, and after vari- 
ous fchemes, fixed upon the following as the moft proper. He 
feigned a letter from Ajiyages, appointing him commander in 
chief of all the Pcrfian forces ; this he read in a general af- 
fembly of the nation, and in virtue of his new commiffion 
commanded them all to attend him, every man with a hatch- 
et. He was obeyed, and being all met in purfuance to his 
orders, he enjoined them to clear in one day afpotof ground, 
containing 18 or 20 furlongs, over-grown with thorns and 
briars. This laborious piece of work being performed, not 
without fome reludtancy, he difmifled them with orders to 
attend him again the next day. In the mean time he caufed 
all his father's flocks and herds to be killed and drefled, provi- 
ded wine, and bought all the dainties Perfia could fupply 
him whh. They all aifcmbled the next day, expecting to be em- 
ployed as they had been the day before. Bur contrary to their 
expectation, Cyrus ordered them to fit down on the green turf, 
and entertained them with a great feaft. When they had 
fulaced themfelves with dainties, which to that time they had 
been ftrangcrs to, the young prince afked them, whether they 
would choof'e to live always in that manner, or as they had 
done the day before ? They allanfwercd readily, that as they 
preferred mirth and plcafure to toil and labour, fo they did 
the condition of the prcfent day to that of the precedent. 
Upon thih anluvr Cyrus acquainted them, that if they heark- 
ened to hi:, advice they fhouid enjoy thefe and far greater pica- 

Idem, ibid. 
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fures, without any kind of fervile labour ; but, if they refu- 
fed to follow him, they muft undergo innumerable hardfhips, 
like thofe they had complained of the day before. He then 
difclofed to them his true defign of delivering his country from 
the Median bondage, and encouraged his countrymen to join 
him in fo great and glorious an enterprize, by telling them, 
that fome divine power had brought him into the world, and 
miraculoully faved his life, that he might be one day the au- 
thor of their happine/s. The Perfians^ who had lived for 
many years, with the utmoft rclu&ancy, in fubjection to the 
Medes, declared him with one accord their leader, < ad pro- 
tefted, that they would ftand by him in fo good a caufe, even 
at the expence of their lives. 

In the mean time, yfjfyages being informed of what was 
doing in Perfia, difpatched a meflenger to Cyrus, enjoining 
him to repair forthwith into Media; but Cyrus by the fame 
meffenger returned this refolute anfwer, That he would come 
fanner than Aftyages dcfired. Whereupon the king drew to-* 
getter all his forces, and forgetful of his cruelty towards Har- 
pagus, appoinred him general of the army. The two nations 
came to a general engagement ; but the chief officers among 

the Medes pafling over to Cyrus, with the bodice under their 

command, the reft of the army was routed with great flaugh- 
ter. When Aftyages heard of this defeat, he flew into a vio- 
lent paffion, and vowing that Cyrus fliould not long enjoy the 
pleafure of his victory, he firft caufed the Mages, who had 
interpreted his dream, to be impaled, and then arming all the 
Medes, marched out himfclf at the head of them. Both ar- 
mies came to a fecond engagement, in which the Medes were 
again defeated, and the king himfelf taken prifoner. jf/Iyages 
in this ftate was reproached and infulted by the revengeful 
Harpagus, who among other things afked him, what he now 
thought of his tragical feaft, when he compelled him to de- 
vour the flefla of his own fon, for which inhuman and barba- 
rous a&ion he had now fallen from the throne to a prifon. 
Ajlyaget in return, fixing his eyes on Harpagus^ afked him 
whether he had been inftrumental in bringing about this revo- 
lution. He anfwered, that it was chiefly owing to him, 
fmee he had the firft encouraged Cyrus to this undertaking. 
Then, replyed JJiyages, you are the wcakeft and moft unjuft 
of all men : the wcakeft, in giving the kingdom to another 
when you might have feized on it yourfelf, (ince you have 
been able to effect this change ; the moft unjuft, in inflaving 
your country to revenge a private injury. For if you were 
determined to depofc me and confer the kingdom on another, 

without taking the power into your own hands, you plight 
Vol. IV. X y x with 



530 The Hijlory of the Peruana. Book I. 

with more juftice have advanced a Mede to that dignity than 
a Perfian. Whereas the Medes, who were before lords of 
Perjia, and no-ways concerned in the injury, are now by 
your means reduced to the condition of (laves, and the Perft- 
ansj who were fervants to the Medcs y are now become their 
lords. In this manner, concludes our author, Jlflyages was 
deprived of the kingdom after he had reigned 35 years, and 
through his cruelty the Mcdes became fubjedt to the Perfiansj 
after they had ruled over all thofe provinces of Jfia that lie 

on the other fide of the Halys for the fpace of 1 28 years, 
including the time of the Scythian dominion over that part of 
ylfta. As for AJfyages, Cyrus kept him prifoner in his palace 
till he died, without practifing any farther feverity upon him*. 

This is the account which Herodotu s gives us, and which 
every impartial and judicious reader muft conclude to be an ar- 
rant romance, compofed, perhaps, by fomc admirer of Cyrus, 
and adopted by our author as more agreeable to the depraved 
tafte of his countrymen, who took more delight in furprifing, 
tho* fabulous, events, man in the relation of plain hiftorical 
truths. 

What the fame author relates of the death of this great 
hero, deferves, in our opinion, no more credit, than what 
he" has told us of his birth, education, and advancement to 
the crown. This prince, according to him invaded the 
JldtfJftigeteS) and having in the firft battle feigned a flight, 
left a great quantity of proviiions, efpccially of wine, in the 
field. The barbarians did not fail to ieize on the booty, and 
indulged thcmfelvcs in drinking to fuch an excefs, that they 
all fell afieep on the fpot. In this condition Cyrus returned 
rpon them, obtained an eafy victory, and took a great many 
priforcrF, among whom was Spargapifcs the fon of queen 
Tomyris This heroine, being informed of the defeat of her 
troops and captivity of her fon, fent a herald to Cyrus, entrea- 
ting him to rcleafe the young prince ; which herefuling to do, 
Spargtipift'Si preferring death to flavery, laid violent hands 
on hiniielf. Whereupon his mother Tcmyris, animated with 
an eager defire ci" revenge, gave the Pe.rf.ans battle a fecond 
time, which, fays our author, was the moll obitinafe and 
bloody that ever was fought by the barbarians. Many fell 
on both fides ; but at iaft the Mcjfagetss carrying the day, the 
greateit part of the Pcrf:av. army was cut in pieces, and Cyrus 
himfeif killed in the Held, after having reigned 29 years. 
Tomyris, having found his body among the (lain, caufed his 
head t > be cut off, and thrown into a veffel filled with human 
Mood, in ful ting the memory of the dead prince with thefe 

* JIekodot. ubi fup. * Herodot. I. i.e. 214. 

words 



Chap it. The H: fiery of ths Perfians 



words, Glut thy f elf with the blood which thou haft fo it fait ably 
thirfted after. 

What the fame hiftorian relates of his childifh revenge 
upon the river Gyndes (Cj, while lie was on his march to bc- 
fiege Babylon*) is utterly repugnant to the idea we have of that 
wife and experienced commander. For he tells us, that one 
of the facred horfes of Cyrus being drowned in that river, the 
prince, highly referring fuch an altront, immediately caufed 
the Gyndes to be cut by his army into 360 channels ; a work 
which employed his army the whole fummcr, and obliged him 
to poftpone the fiege of Babylon to the fpring enfuing. 
Who can imagine, that a commander of fo great experience 
and fuch an extraordinary moderation, as Cyrus is, even by. 
Herodotus himfelf, reprefentcd to have been, while he was 
marching to the conqucft of Baby Ion , Ihould fo idly wafte his 
time, and fpend the ardour of his troops, in fuch an unpro- 
fitable piece of work ? 

We {hall now give what we look upon as the true hi (lory 
of Cyrus y being extracted out of Xenophon^ whom we chufe to 
follow in what concerns that great conqueror and excellent 
prince, feeing his accounts are far more agreeable to holy wi lt, 
the ftandard of truth, thanthofeof Herodotus. We are told, 
for inftance, in fcripture, that the Babylonians were reduced 
by the united forces of the Medcs and Perfia?is> and this is 
what we read in Xenophon : whereas Herodotus raifes the Per- 
fan empire on the ruins of that of the Mccles^ which is re- 
pugnant to fcripture. It is true, that molt of the antients 
have chofen to follow Herodotus rather than Xenophon ; but 
that we can eafily account for. The relations of the former 
are interwoven with events far more ftrangc and fuiprifing, 
and confequcntly more diverting and acceptable to the reader ; 
whence they were preferred to thofe of the* latter, in which 
we find nothing calculated to raife admiraiton. This natmal 
inclination in a writer to adopt fuch accounts as he think; 
will prove molt agreeable to his reader, has been greatly 
countenanced by Plato 2 , who, in giving a character of A^- 
nophons Cyropaedia, tells us, that he rather defcribed in that 
work what a worthy and juft prince ought to be, than gave us 
a true hi (lory of what that prince really was. From thu 
pa flag e Dicgrn's Lacrt i us concludes », that Plato looked on the 
inftitution of Cyrus as a fiiilion. Tally pafles the fame judg- 
ment on this performance, faying b , that Xi:nopboa\ Cyras 

z Plato dc legib. I. iii. a Dioc Laer. in vie. pliilofoph- 

b Epift. i. ad (jnimutn fratrem. 

(C) The river Gyndes riles on the hills of Maticvr, and pafling 

through Dardunia falls into the Tigris. 

X xw .1 was 
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was not intended for a true hiftory, but to fenre as a model 
of a juft empire. Moft of the modern critics have declared 
themfelves of the fame^opinion ; and we muft own, that as Xe- 
nophon was both a great commander and a philofopher, he has 
woven into that hiftory many of his own maxims of war and 
policy. But it does not follow from hence, that the ground- 
plot of the work, and the moft material tranfa&ions he re- 
lates, may not {be called a true hiftory. That he intended it 
for fuch, is plain ; for in the very beginning of the work he 
acquaints us, that he had taken great care and pains to inform 
himfelf of Cyrus's birth, education, and character j and that 
it is really fuch, its conformity with holy writ fufficiently 
{hews. Wherefore hating his military and political defcants 
and digreflions, the remaining part, bare matters of fadt, is 
to be looked upon as a true hiftory. He was efteemed by the 
anticnts c a writer of great judgment and penetration, and, 
having lived in the court of Cyrus the younger, had opportu- 
nities of being better informed of what he wrote concerning 
that great prince, than Herodotus could have ; and as he con- 
fined himfelf to this fubje& alone, no doubt but he examined 
ail matters relating to it, with more care and exa&nefs than 
the other, who wrote of fo many different fubje&s and nati- 
ons. And thefe are the motives that have induced us to follow 
Xenophon, in what relates to Cyrus, rather than Herodotus or 
thofe who have copied after him (D). 
fbi true Cyrus was the fon of Cambyfes king of Perjia and of Man- 
hiftory of dane the daughter of Aftyages king of the Medes (E). He 
Cyrus. was born a year after his uncle Cyaxares the brother of Man- 

dane. He lived the firft twelve years of his life with his pa- 
rents in Perjia > where he was educated after the Perjian man- 
ner, and inured to hardfliips and fuch exercifes as might ena- 
ble him to go through the toils and fatigues of war (F). 

When 

c See Dtoc. Laeit. in vit. Xenophon. 

(D) Scalier thinks, that the Cyroprrdia contains nothing but 
fables and fictions, if wc except two or three events, which are re- 
latcd alio by Herodotus ; and Erafmus will not even allow Xenophon 
to have given us an cxaft model of a juit government, but rather 
to have drawn a cunning and deceitful prince : fo fond are they 
of the furprizing incident related by his antagonift Herodotus. 

(Hi Both lletodotus and Xvnopbon agree in this, viz. that the 
mother of Cyms was Mandane daughter to Aftyages ; but Ctefias 

would have us believe, that Cyrus was no- ways related to Aftyages, 
or dftigas as he is plcafed to call him. 

(Kj The name of Perjia at that time extended only to one pro- 
vince of chat large empire, which was afterwards known by the 

name 
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When he was twelve years old his mother Mandate took him 
with her into Media to his grandfather Aftyages j who, from 
the many things he had heard of that young prince, hadade- 
lire to fee him. During the time of his refidence at this court, 
the fweetnefs of his temper, his generous behaviour, and 
conftant endeavour to oblige all, gained him the affections of 
the Medes 9 and fuch an inter eft among the leading men of 
that nation, as did afterwards much contribute to the eredting 
of the great empire he founded 

When Cyrus was about fixteen years of age, Evil-mero- 
dach 9 the fon of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, being 
abroad on a hunting-match a little before his marriage, t».v 
ftew his bravery made an inroad into the territories of the 
Medes, which drew out Aftyages with his forces to oppofe 
the invader. On this occafion Cyrus attending his grandfa- 
ther iirft entered the fchool of war, and behaved fo well, that 
the viitory, which the Medes gained over the Babylonians, 
was chiefly owing to his valour. The next year he returned 
to his father in Perfta, where he remained till he was forty 
years of age, when he was recalled to the affiitance of his un- 
cle Cyaxares « . 

Aftyages king of the Medes was fucceeded, as we have Ihewn 
in the hiftory of that people, by his fon Cyaxares brother to 
Mandane Cyrus's mother. This prince was fcarce warm on 
his throne, when he was informed, that NerigliJJar king of 
Babylon was preparing a powerful army tc invade Media* 
that he had already engaged feveral princes on his fide, and a 
amongft others Grcefus king of Lydia, and that he had difpatch- 
ed ambafTadors into Cappadocia, Pbrygia, Carta , Papblago- 
nia, Cilicia, and even to the Indies, to inftil jealoufies into 
the feveral princes of thefe countries, and to ftir them up a- 
gainft the Medes and Per/tans* as afpiring to an univcrfal 
monarchy. Cyaxares therefore called Cyrus out of Pcrfta to 
his affiftance, and, upon his arrival with a body of 30000 
Perfsans, appointed him commander in chief both of the Medes 
and Per/tans i (G ). He 

A Xenoph. Cyropaed. 1. i. p. 36. c Idem ibid. p. 44. 45, &c, 
t Idem, ibid. p. 58. 

name of Perfta. For the whole Perfean nation could at that time 
raiie but 120,000 men (2V But after the conqucfts of Cyrus, it 
took in that vail tract, which extended eafl. and well from the Indwk 
to the Tigris, and north and fouth from th« Ca/pian fca to the 
ocean- 

(G) This army confifted of 30,000 men, all infantry, for the Per* 

(2) Psrofeed. i i. ft*** 
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• He had not been long in Media before Cyaxarcs had occa- 
fion to employ him. The king of Armenia , who had hither- 
to lived in fubje&ion to the Medcs, looking upon them as 
ready to be f wallowed up, by the powerful alliance formed 
againfr them, thought fit to lay hold of that opportunity and 
fhake off the yoke. Accordingly he refufed to pay die ufual 
tribute, and to fend his quota of auxiliaries, which he was 
obliged to furnifli in time of war. As this was a matter of 
dangerous confequence, and which might prompt other de- 
pendent ftates to do the fame, Cyrus thought it neceflary to 
crufli this revolt with the urmoit expedition, and therefore 
marching immediately with a chofen body of horfe, and co- 
vering his defign, as if he intended only to hunt on the hills 
of Armenia, he entered that country, before the inhabitants 
had any intelligence of his march, furprized the king and all 
his family j and having obliged him to pay the ufual tribute, 
and fend his quota of auxiliaries, reflored him to his king- 
dom, and returned in triumph to his army in Media*. 

Both parties had now been employed three years together 
in forming their alliances, and making preparations for war. 
In the beginning of the fourth year the confederate armies on 
both fides" took the field, and being come in fight of each 
other, the Babylonians, under Neriglijfar their king,encamped 
and fortified themfelves with ftrong intrenchmcnts, while the 
Medes and Per/tans, under the command of Cyrus 9 covered 
themfelves with the neighbouring hills and villages. In this 
pofture they continued for fome days, till at length the Ba-* 

5 Idem. lib. 3. p. 62 — 76. 

fans had yet no cavalry ; but they were all chofen men, and raifed 
after a particular manner. Firtt of all Cyrus chofe out of the nobi- 
lity 200 officers : each of thefe was ordered to choofe four more 
of the fame rank which made a thoufand in all ; and thefe were 
called fipanpoi or men of the fume dignity, and eminently diftin- 
guiflied themfelves on all occafions. Every one of thefe was orde- 
red toraife among the people ten pike men lightly armed, ten fling* 
ers, and ten bow-men ; which amounted in the whole to 31,000 
men (3). From the year in which Cyrus, arriving in Media at the 
Lead of thefe troops, was vetted with the command of the confede- 
rate army, thofe begin their computation, who will have this prince 
to have reigned thirty years. For from this time he was looked 
upon by all foreign nations as king of Perfia and Media, though the 
regal power was foiely in Cyaxares > and Cyrus was only general of 
the united forces. 

(5 J Idem, ibidem, 

by Ionian s 
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by Ionian s leaving their intrenchments, and drawing them- 
{elves up in battle array, Cyrus advanced to attack them- On 
the fide of the jfjfyrians, the bow-men and flingers made 
their difcharges before the enemy was within reach. But the 
Perjians, animated by the prefence and example of Cyrus , 
immediately clofed in with the enemy, and broke through 
their firft battalions. The Babylonians, notwithstanding all the Babylo- 
efforts ufed by Crcefus and their own king, were not able to nians de- 
itandfo rude a fhock, but immediately betook themfelves to feated. 
a precipitous flight. At the fame time the cavalry of the 
Medcs fell upon the enemies horfe, which was Iikewife put to 
the rout. Cyrus purfued them clofe to their intrenchments, 
but, not thinking himfclf in a condition to force them, found- 
ed the retreat. In this battle Neriglijfar king of the Babylo- Nenglif- 
nians was killed ; whereupon Crcefus king of Lydia, as being ^ ar teUed* 
indignity next to him, took the command of the conquered 
army, and made as good a retreat as he could. But the 
next day Cyrus returned to the charge, drove the Babylon 
nians from their camp, and with the affiftance of the Hyrca- 
nians, who had revolted to him the night before, took a 
great many prifoners and the baggage of the whole army h . 

Cyrus referved all the horfes that were taken for himfclf, in 

order to form a body of cavalry for the Perjian army, which 
hitherto they had wanted. The richeft and moft valuable 
part of the booty he fet apart for Cyaxares ; and as for the 
prifoners, he allowed them to return home to their refpec- 
tive countries, without impofing any other condition upon 
them, than that they fhould deliver up their arms, and en- 
gage no more in war againft him and his allies 

The death of Neriglijfar was a great lofs to the Babylo- 
nians ; for he was a prince of great courage, condudt and 
wifdom, the preparations he made for the war fhewed his 
wifdom, and his dying in it his valour. But nothing made 
the Babylonians more fenfible of the lofs they had fuflercd, 
than the tyrannical government of his fon and fucceflbr La- 
borofoarchod, who was in every thing quite the reverfe of his 
father, being addidted to all manner of wickednefs, cruelty, 
and injuftice. Two a£ts of his cruelty towaids two Babylo- 
nian lords, Gobryas and Gadates, arc particularly mentioned, 
as having provoked them to join Cyrus, and to be very in- 
ft ru mental in the fubverfion of the Babylonian empire. Ths 
only fon of the former he flew at a hunting match, to which 
he had invited him, for no other re^on, but that he pieced 

* Idem, I. iv. p. «7 — 1 0-4 . J « Mem,, ih'd. 
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with his dart a wild beaft which the king had mifled. The 
other he caufed to be made an eunuch, becaufe one of his 
concubines had commended him as an handfome man. 
Thefe acts of tyranny drove the two noblemen, with the 
provinces they governed, over to Cyrus, and haftcned the 
conqueft of Babylon. For Cyrus, encouraged hereby, de- 
termined to penetrate into the very heart of the enemy's 
country, and having taken polleffion of the provinces, caftles, 
and ftrong holds, which the two injured princes had been 
trufted with, he got a footing in Ajfyria, which greatly con- 
tributed to the reduction of Babylon itfeJf. The king took the 
field againft Gadates, but being met by Cyrus he was put to 
flight, ana obliged to retire with great daughter to his* metro- 
polis. Cyrus having thus fpent the dimmer in ravaging the 
enemy's country, and fhewn himfelf twice before the walls 
of Babylon, in order to provoke the king to battle, marched 
back into Media, and on his march took three ftrong holds 
on the frontiers k . 

As foon as Cyrus was retired, Labor ofoarchod, being now 
in no dread of the enemy, gave a loofe to all the wicked in- 
clinations that were predominant in hi hi, infomuch that his 
own fubjedb, not being able to bear any longer his tyrannical 
government, confpired againtt him, and murdered him in 
the ninth month of his reign i. Nabonadius, who had the 
thief hand in the murder, was placed on the throne, and had 
he been left to himfeif, the Babylonians would not have bet- 
tered their condition by the change. But his mother, who 
was a woman of extraordinary parts, took the main burden 
of public affairs upon herfelf, and, while her fon followed his 
pleafures, did all that could be done by human prudence to 
preferve the tottering empire. She perfected the works which 
Nebuchadnezzar had begun for the defence of Babylon, raifed 
ftrong fortifications on the fide of the river, and caufed a 
wonderful vault to be made under it, leading from the old 
palace to the new, twelve foot high and fifteen wide. This 
flie did to maintain a communication between the^two par- 
Jaces, which were llrong fortrefles and feparatcd by the ri- 
ver w , that in cafe one of them fhould he diitrefled by the 
enemy, or cither of them taken, there might be relief from, 
or a fate retreat to, the other. 

* Idem- I. v. p. 123 — 140. 1 Berqs. a pud Jofeph. contra 

Apioh. 1 i. Mlcast. apud Eufifiii. Pru;par. Evang. 1. i*. 

IUkoh.v, I. L Dig***, SkuL L ii. Ph j lost rat. 1. i.e. 
it. 
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While the queen was thus taking all poUJble precaution* 
againft the enemy, Cyaxares came to Cyrus's camp, and after 
feveral conful rations they determined to aJter their method j 
and, inftead of contenting themfelves only with ravaging 
the enemy's territories, they thought it was necefiary to em- 
ploy their troops in taking of towns and fortrefles, that fo 
they might make themfelves matters of the country, and dif- 
trefs the city of Babylon by intercepting their provifions n . 
Accordingly they took many cities, and brought under fub- 
jeftion entire provinces, without meeting with any confider- 
able refiftance from the Babylonians. The progrefs Cyrus 
made in thofe conquefts roufed at laft Nabonadius, who, 
taking along with him great part of his treafures, left Baby- 
lon and repaired to Croefus king of Lydia, by whofe afliftance 
and intereft he concluded a formidable alliance with the 
Egyptians j Greeks, Tbracians* and all the nations of the 
Lejfer Afia. Thefe various nations under the conduct of 
Croefus, who was by the king of Babylon appointed chief 
commander of all his forces, affembled near the river Pa£folus % 
and from thence advanced to Thymbra, which was the place 
appointed for the general rendezvous. Cyrus being informed 
of thefe vaft preparations by one of his intimate friends, who 
by his order had fled over to the enemy as a deferter, put him- 
felf in a condition to oppofe them ; and having increafed the 
number of his forces by new levies, he took leave of Cyaxares y 
who remained in Media with a third part of the trcops, that 
the country might not be left intirely defencelefs, and march- 
ed forward to meet the confederate forces in their own terri- 
tories, in order to confume their forage, and difconcert their 
meafures, by the quicknefs of his march and boldnefs of his 
undertaking. After along march he came up with the enemy at 
Tbymbra, a city of Lydia^ not far from Sardis, the metropo- 
lis of that country. Cyrus's army was 196,000 ftrong, horfe 
and foot befides thefe troops he had 300 chariots armed with 
fcythes, each chariot drawn by four horfes abrcaft, covered 
with trappings that were proof againft aJI forts of miffivc wea- 
pons : he had likewife a great number of other chariots of a 
larger fi«, upon each of which he placed a tower about 18 
or 20 feet high, and in each tower were lodged 20 archers. 
Thefe chariots were drawn by 16 oxen yoked abreaft. 
There W33 moreover a confiderable number of camels, each 
mounted by two Arabian archers, the one looking towards 
the head, and the orher towards the hinder part of the camel. 

■ CrRopj«D. 1. vi. p. 156, tec. 
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The army of Crcefus was twice as numerous as that of Cyrus y 
amounting in the whole to 420,000 men. Both armies were 
drawn up on an immehfe plain, which gave room for the 
extending of their wings to the right and left ; and the defign 
of Crafus, upon which alone he founded his hopes of vic- 
tory, was to furround and hem in the enemy's army. He 
placed the Egyptians, who alone made a body of 120,000 
men, and were the main ftrength of the army, in the centre o. 
Battle of When the two armies were within fight of each other, 
Thymbra. Crcefus, obferving how much the front of his army exceeded 

that of Cyrus, made the centre halt, and the two wings 

T ea L , advance with a defign to inclofe Cyrus 7 s army, and begin the 
the Flood, on both fides at the fame time. When the two de- 

Year be tac h e( * bodies of the Lydian forces were fufficiently extended, 

fore Chrift ^* rce f us S ave ^ e fig na l to the main body, which marched up 

to the front of the Per fan army, while the two wings at- 

Ur~Y*\J tac ked them in flank, fo that Cyrus's army was hem'd in on 

all fides, and, as our author expreffes it, inclofedlike afmall 
fquare drawn within a great one p . 

This motion did not at all alarm Cyrus 9 who, giving his 
troops the fignal to face about, attacked in flank the enemies 
forces that were marching to fall upon his rear, and put 
them into great diforder. In the fame moment a fquadron 
of camels was made to advance againft the enemies other 
wing, confiding moftly of cavalry. The horfes upon the 
approach of the camels were fo frightened, that moft of them 
threw their riders, and trod them under foot, which occa- 
sioned a great confufion. While they were thus in diforder, 
Artagcfcs, an officer of great experience, at the head of a fmall 
body of horfe charged them fo brifkly, that they could never 
afterwards rally, and at the fame time the chariots armed 
with fcythes being furioufly driven againft them, they were 
entirely routed. Both the enemy's wings being put to flight, 
Cyrus commanded Abradates his chief favourite to fall upon 
the centre with the chariots we have mentioned above. 
The firfl: ranks, confifting moftly of Lydians, not being able 
to ftand fo violent a charge, immediately gave way ; but the 
Egyptians being covered with their bucklers, and marching 
fo clofc that the chariots had not rocm to penetrate their 
ranks, a great (laughter of the Pcrfiam enfued. Abradates 
himfelf was killed, his chariot overturned, and moft part 
of his men cut in pieces, after having fignalized thepifeives 
hi a very cxtiaordinary manner. Upon his death the Egyp- 



•Idem, 1. vi. p. 167 — 172. p Idem, p. 1 73. 
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tSans advancing boldly obliged the Ptrjian infantry to give 
way, and drove them back quite to their engines. There 
they met with a new fhower of arrows and javelins difcharged 
upon them from the towers, and at the fame time the Per- 
fian rear advancing fword in hand, obliged. their archers and 
ipearmen to return to the charge. In the mean time Cyrus y 
having put to flight both thehorfe and foot on the left of the 
Egyptians^ pulhed on to the centre, where he had the mor- 
tification to find his Perjians again giving ground, and judg- 
ing that the only way to Hop the Egyptians who were pur- 
fuing them, would be to attack them in the rear, he did fo ; 
and at the fame time the Perfian cavalry coming up to his 
afliftance, the fight was renewed with great flaughter on both 
fides ; for the Egyptians facing about defended themfelves 
with incredible bravery. Cyrus himfelf was in great danger ; 
for his horfe being killed under him, he fell in the midft of 
the enemies, but being faved by his Perjians, who, alarmed 
at his danger, threw themfelves headlong upon thofe that 
furrounded him, the battle became more bloody than ever. 
At length Cyrus admiring the valour of the Egyptians, and 
concerned to fee fuch brave men perifh, offered them ho- 
nourable conditions, letting them know at the fame time, that 
all their allies had abandoned them. They accepted the 
terms offered them, and, having agreed with Cyrus that they 
fhould not be obliged to carry arms againil Crcefus, in whole 
fervice they had been engaged, furrendered themfelves to the 
conqueror, and from that time fervcd him with the utrnoft 

fidelity* (H). 

The engagement lafted till night, when Crccfus retired 
with his troops to Sardis, and the other nations made the beft 
of their way to their refpeftive countries. Cyrus did not 
think fit to purfue them, but the next morning advanced 

* Idem. 1. vii. p. 172 — 178. 

(H) Xenophon obferves here (4), that Cyrus gave them the cities 
of Larijffa and Cyllene on the fea-coaft, and other lands within the 
country, which were inhabited by their defendants in his time 1 
and adds, that thefe places were called the cities of the Egyptians, 
This observation, and many others he makes in his Cyropardia, in 
order to prove the truth of the things he advances, fliew plainly, 
that he wrote that piece as a true hiftory of Cyrus, at lcaft with 
refpeat to the fublhmce of it, and grcatcft part *f the tranf- 
actions . 

(4) Cy r opted. L nj'ti.p. 179. 
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towards Sards*. Craefus hearing of his approach marched 
out with his Lydians, tor the auxiliaries were already retired, 
to give him battle. Their principal ftrength confifted in 
cavalry, which Cyrus being fenfible of, made his camels ad* 
vance againft them, whofe fmell the horfes not being able to 
endure, they were immediately put in diforder. However, 
the Lydians, who at that time were one of the moft war- 
like nations of Afta, difmounting, fought on foot, but, af- 
ter having kept their ground very obftiftately for forne time, 
were forced to make their retreat tt> Sardh, where they were 
immediately clofely befieged by Cyrus r (I). 

The night after he inverted the city he made himfelf mailer 
of the citadel, being conducted to it in the dead of the night 
by a Per/ian flare, who had been a fervant to the governor of 
that place. At break of day he entered the city, where he 
found no refiftance, the Lydians having difperfed at the newt 
4>f the citadel's being taken. Cyrus's firft care Was to fave the 
town, which was the moft wealthy of all Afia, from being 
plundered. With this view he acquainted the inhabitants, 
that their lives fhould be fpared, and neither their wives nor 
children touched, provided they brought him all their gold 
and filver. This condition they readily complied with, and 
Oragfus himfelf, who was taken and brought to Cyrus, fet 
them an example by delivering his immenfc treafures up to the 
conqueror. Cyrus, touched with compaffion at the king's 
rijiisfortune, and admiring his conftaney in fo great a change, 
iieated him with great clemency, fuffering him to enjoy both 
the title and authority of king, under the fole reftri&ion of 
jnot having power to make War. From that time he took 

r Herodot. 1. i p. 79 — 84. 

(T) While Cyrus lay encamped before Sardis he performed the 
exequies of Ahradates and Pantbea his wife. Abradates was prince 
of Shujhan under the Babylonians, and had revolted to Cyrus about 
two years before, being induced thereunto bv his wife, a woman of 
extraordinary beauty, whom Cyrus had taken prifbner in his firft 
engagement with the Babylonians, and treated in a moft obliging 
manner. This kind treatment drew over her hufband to Cyrus, ana 
Jie being killed in the engagement with the Egyptians, as we have 
mentioned above, Pantbea out of grief flew herfelf upon his dead 
body, and Cyrus caufed them both to be interred with great pomp, 
and a ilately monument to be ereftcd over them near the river 
failohs, where it was to be feen many ages after (5). 

(5) Idem, /. V. Cif vii. 

him 
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him with him in all his expeditions, either out of efteem for 
that prince, or out of policy, that he might be more fecur* 
•f his perfon r (K). 

Cyrus 

c Idem, 1. vii. p. \Si — 184. 

(K) The taking of Crafus is differently related by Herodotus 
and thofc who have copied after him (6;. According to thefe, 
Crafus being ihut up in Sardis difpatched ambaf&dor* to all his 
Allies, intreating their affiftance. But in the mean time Cyrus 
preffed the fiegc fo vigoroufly, that he took the city, before any 
fuccours could arrive, and the king in it, whom he condemned to 
be burnt alive. And accordingly placed him on a great pile of 
wood, accompanied by fourteen young Lydians. The defign of 
Cyrus in fo doing was, according to Herodotus, to offer this facrifice 
to fome god as the firft fruits of his victory, or to perform a vow, 
or perhaps to fee, as he had heard of his piety towards the gods t 
whether any of them would fave him from the fire. When Crer- 
fus had afcended the pile, notwithstanding the weight of his mifc 
fortunes, he recollected the words of Solon, who had told him, that 
no man could be called happy before his death. Revolving thefc 
words in his mind, he cried out with a great figh three times, 
Solon, Solon, Solon. Which when Cyrus heard, he commanded his 
interpreter to afk him, whofe affiftance he implored. Upon this 
Crzzfiis acquainted him, that Solon, an Athenian philofopher, having 
formerly vifited him, and viewed his imraenfe treafures, had de- 
fpifed ail, and plainly told him, inftead of applauding his happinefs, 
that he could not pronounce any man happy fo long as he Jived, 
becaufe no man could forefee what might happen to him before his 
death ; of the truth of which being now thoroughly convinced by 
his prefent calamity, he called upon the name of Solon. Thi« 
raifed in Cyrus fuch a fenfe of the uncertainty of all human felici- 
ty, and compaffion for Crafus, that he commanded the fire to bo 
prefentJy extinguished, and the unfortunate king taken down. Ac- 
cordingly all endeavours were ufed to execute his orders, but 
the fire could not be mattered. In this diftrefs Crafus being in- 
formed that Cyrus defigned to fave his life, but feeing his Per/sans 
attempted in vain to extinguifli the flame, burft out into a flood of 
tears, and with a loud voice invoking Apollo, befought that god to 
deliver him from the prefent danger, if any of his offerings had 
ever been agreeable to him. lie had fcarce ended his prayer when 
clouds were feen gathering in the air, which before was fercne, 
and a violent ftorm of rain enming quite extinguiflied the flame. 
Cyrus underllanding by this miraculous event that Craefus was a 
pious prince and greatly favouied by the gods, not only f pa red 
mis life, but allowed him a very honourable maintenance, and made 

(6) llerodot. A i f. ?j. 
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-Cyras after the conqucft of Lydia continued in LeJJer AJia % 
♦ill be had fubdued the fcveral nations inhabiting that great 
continent, from the Mgean fea to the Euphrates. From thence 
he marched into Syria and Arabia, and having brought thofe 
nations likewife under fubjeclion, he again entered AJfyria^ 
«nd marehed towards Babylon, the only city in all the eaft 
that now held out againft him. Nabonadius, or, as Hero- 
dotus calls him, Labynitus, hearing that he was advancing to 
his metropolis, marched out to give him battle, but being 
without much ado put to flight, he retreated to Babylon, 
where he was immediately blocked up and clofely befieged 
by Cyrus. The liege of this important place was no eafy en- 
terprize* The walls were of a prodigious height, the num- 
ber of men to defend them very great, and the city ftored 
with all forts of provifions for twenty years. However, thefe 
difficulties did not difcourage Cyrus from profecuting his de- 
lign. But defpairing to take the place by ftorm, he caufed 
a line of circumvallation to be drawn quite round the city 
with a large and deep ditch, reckoning, that if all commu- 
nication with the country were cut off, the more people there 
were within the city, the fooner they would be obliged to 
furrender. That his troops might not be over-fatigued, he 
divided his army into twelve bodies, and appointed each body 
its month for guarding the trenches. The befieged, think- 
ing themfelves out of all danger by reafon of their high walls 
and magazines, infulted Cyrus from the ramparts, and look- 
ed upon all the trouble he gave himfclf as fo much unprofit- 
able labour z . 

Cyrus having fpent two entire years before Babylon, with- 
out gaining any confiderable advantage over the city, at laft 
refolved upon the following ftratagem, which put him in 

'Herodot.L i. p. 177. Cyropxd. 1. vii. p. x86— 188. 

afe of him ever after as one of his chief counfellors, and at his 
death recommended him to his fon Cambyfes, as the perfon whofo 
advice he would have him chiefly to follow. 

The fame writer tells us, that upon the taking of the city of Sar- 
Jfo, a certain Perfian, not knowing Crarfus, advanced to kill him. As 
he, not caring to furvive that difafter, did not attempt to avoid 
the blow, his fon, who was born dumb, feeing the foldier ready 
to ftrike, was moved with fuch fear and tendernefs for the life of 
his father, that in that inltant he cried out, Soldier, J^are the life 
•f Crorfus. Thefe were the firfl: words he ever uttered, but from 
lhat time he continued to fpeak readily till his death (7). 



(7) Her* At. ibid. 
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pofleffion of the place. He was informed, that a great an- 
nual folemnity was to be kept in Babylon^ and that the Ba- 
bylonians on that occafion were accuftomed to fpend the whole 
night in drinking and debauchery. This he thought a pro- 
per time to furprife them in, and accordingly fent a ftrong 
detachment to the head of the canal leading to the great lake, 
which #e have elfewhere defcribed a , with orders, at an ap- 
pointed time, to break down the great bank, which was be- 
tween the lake and the canal, and to turn the whole current 
into the lake. At the fame time he polled one body of 
troops at the place where the river entered into the city, and 
another where it came out, ordering them to march into the 
city by the bed of the river, as foon as they fhould find it 
fordable. Towards the evening he opened the head of the 
trenches on both fides of the river above the city, that the 
water might difcharge itfelf into them. By this means, and 
the breaking down of the great dam, the river was foon drain- 
ed. Then the two fore-mentioned bodies of troops accord- 
ing to their orders entered the channel, the one commanded 
by GobryaSy and the other by QadateSy and finding the gate* 
all left open, by reafon of the general diforder of that riotous 
night, they penetrated into the very heart of the city without 
any oppofition, and meeting at the palace, according to their 
agreement, furprifed the guards, and cut them in pieces. * 
Thofe who were within the palace opening the gates to know 
the caufe of this confufion, the Perjians rufhed in, took the 
palace and killed the king, who fword in hand came up to 
meet them. The king being killed, and thofe who were a- 
bout him put to flight, the reft voluntarily fubmitted, and 
Cyrus without any further refiftance became matter of the 
place, and concluded his conquefts after a war of 2 1 years «\ 
The taking of Babylon put an end to the Babylonian empire, Babyloa 
and fulfilled the predictions, which the prophets Ifaiahy Je- **ken. 

by and Daniel had uttered againft that proud metropolis, \ G %,?!m 
ana of which we have already given a particular account *. s * • 

The king of Babylon being killed, Darius the Afedeh Yczv be- 
faid in fcripturc to have taken the kingdom r . By Darius fc> re thrift 
the Mede is meant Cyaxaresy king of the Medes and uncle Clg- 
to Cyrus ^ as we have fully proved in the hiftory of Media. 
For Cyrus 3 as long as his uncle lived, held the empire with 
him in partnerfhip ; nay, fo far did he carry his complaifancc, 
that he let him enjoy the firft rank- Cyrus % having fettled 
his affairs at Babylon, returned into Per/sa to pay a viiit I 

"Sec before, p. 332. w Cyropxd. p. 185- iyz* *£ee 
before, p. 355. 1 Dan, v. 3r. ix. i. ku f> 

his 
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his father and mother, who •were ftill alive * ; and after a 
fhort ftay there, went back to Babylon together with Cyax- 
ares. On their arrival they concerted together the fettling 
of the whole empire, and having divided it into 120 provinces, 
the government of thefe was given to fuch as had dminguifhed 
themfelves during the war. ^ 

The civil government being thus fettled, Cyrus ordered 
all his forces to join him at Babylon. On a general review he 
found, they corrfifted of 120,000 horfe, 2000 chariots armed 
with fcythes, and 600,000 foot. Of thefe having diftributed 
into garifons fuch a number as he judged neceflary for the de- 
fence of the feveral parts of the empire, he marched with 
die remainder into Syria y where he fettled the affairs of that 
province, and then reduced the other nations as far as the 
Red-fea and the confines of Mtbiopia In this interval 
of time Daniel was by order of D arias 9 who remained 
at Babylon , caft into the lions den, as we have related in the 

hrftory of Media. 
Year of About two years after the redn&ion of Babylon , Cyax- 
the Flood, m * <ty"*g> ar *d alfo Cambyfes king of Perfta^ Cyrus return- 
$46 3. cd to Babylon and took upon him the whole government of 
Year be- the empire a , which he held for the fpace of feven years (K). 
fore Chrift In the firft of thefe feven years expired the 70 years of 
5§6. _ the Babylonijh captivity, when Cyrus pobltfhed the famous 

edi<£t, whereby the yews were allowed to return to yerufalem. 
There is no doubt, but this edi<£t was obtained by Daniel^ 
who was in great credit and authority at court. That he 
might the more efFedually induce the king to grant him that 
fkvour, he fhewed him the prophecies of Ifaiah b , naming 

• Cyropaed. ibid. * Idem, 1. viK. p. 233. * Idem ibid. 
* Ha. xliv. 28. xlv. 1. 




(Kj The rejgn or Cyrus is reckoned, from hi§ firft coming out 
of Perfia to die aftiftance of his uncle Cymxares at the head of 
the Perfian army, to have lafted thirty years ; from the talcing 
of Babylon nine years, and from his being fole monarch of the 
whole empire, after the death of Cyaxares in Media and Cambyfes 
in Perjia, feven years. Tully (8^ reckons by the firft account, 
Ptolemy (9^ by the fecond, and Xenofbon {\o) by the third. The 
firft of thefe feven years is the firft year of Cyrus mentioned by 
Ezra (n), wherein an end was put to the captivity of Judab, 
and liberty gran tod them to return to their country, tho feventy 
years of captivity being then expired. 



(X) Ch: Jedvvinnt. I. 2. (9) Ptoltm. in Can one. 
topped, /.viii. ^iij Mrnra, j\ 1. 
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him 1 20 years before his birth, as one appointed by God to 
be a great conqueror, and king over many nations, and the 
reftorer of his people, by ordering their temple to be rebuilt, 
and Jerufalem and . Judaa to be repoffeiTed by their anticnt 
inhabitants. 

Cyrus having iilued out his decree for the reftoring of the 
Jews to their country, and the rebuilding of the temple at 
Jerufalem, the captive Hebrews aiTembled out of the feveraj 
provinces of the Babylonian empire, to the number of 42360 
perfons with their fervants, who amounted to 7337 more, 
and fet out for Judaa *. And thus was the ftate of Judah 
and Jerufalem again reftored, after they had lain defolate 
70 years (L). Cyrus reftored at the fame time to the Jews 
all the veflcls of the temple, which Na b ucbo do nof or had. brought 
from Jerufalem, and lodged in the temple of his God BaaL 

After the return of the Jews, the Samaritans, their de- 
clared enemies, did all that lay in their power to prevent 
the building of the temple ; and though they could not alter 
Cyrus's decree, yet. they prevailed by bribes with the minifters 
to obftruct: the execution of it \ fo that for feveral years the 
building went on but very flowly. 

And it feems to have been out of grief to fee the pious 
intentions of Cyrus thus difappointed, that in the third year 

* 

* Ezra ii. 64, 65. 1 Efdr. v. 41,42. 

(L) It may not be improper in this place to infert the famous 
edict of Cyrus in favour of the Ifraelites ; an edict, for which it 
may be prefumed that God endowed him with fo many heroic vir- 
tues, and blefl him with a conftant feries of profperity and vic- 
tories. 

In the fir [I year of Cyrus king of the Per/tans, that the word of 
the Lord might be accompliflred, that be had promifed by the mouth of 
Jeremy, the Lord raifed up the fpirit of Cyrus the king of the Per- 
fians ; and be made a proclamation through all his kingdom, and alfo 
by writing, faying \ Thus faith Cyras king of the Perlians, the Lord* 
of. Ifrael, the mo ft high Lord, hath made me king of the 'whole world, 
and commanded me to build him an houfe at Jerufalem in Jewry. If 
therefore there be any of you that are of bis people, let the Lord % 
even his Lord, be <witb him, and let him go up to Jerufalem that is 
in Judxa, and build the houfe of the Lord of Ifrael ; for he is the 
Lord that dwell eth in Jerufalem. U r bofoe<ver then dwell in the places 
about, let them help him ( thofe I fay that are his neighbours with 
gold, and ivith Jilnjer, with gifts, with horfes, and with cat t la, and 
other things which have been fet forth by <vow for the temple of the 

Lord at Jerufalem (12). 

(12) x Efdrat, ii. I. 7. 

Vol. IV. •( 
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of that prince Daniel gave himfelf up to mourning and fall- 
ing for three weeks together c . 

But to return to Cyrus. This prince, being equally be- 
loved by his own natural fubje£b and thofe of the conquered 
nations, peaceably enjoyed the fruits of his labours and vic- 
tories. His new erected empire was bounded on the eaft by 
the river Indus 9 on the north by die Cafpian and Euxine feas, 
on the weft by the &gean y and on the lbuth by /Ethiopia and 
the fea of Arabia. He kept his relidence in the heart of 
thefe countries, fpending the feven cold months at Babylon 
by reafon of the warmth of that climate ; three months at 
Sufa in the fpring, and two months at Ecbatan during the heat 
of the fummer <*. 

Having fpent feven years in this ftate of tranquility, and 
cftablifhed his empire with fuch wifdom, that upon the ftrength 
of this foundation alone it ftood above 200 years, notwith- 
ftanding the rafh and impolitic proceedings of his fucceflbrs, 
Cyrus dies, he died hi the 70th year of his age e , equally regretted by all 
Year of the nations of his vaft-fpreading dominions. He had reigned, 
the Flood, from his firft taking upon him the command of the Perfian 
2470. and Median armies, thirty years f ; from the redudiion of 
Year be- Babylon nine g ; and from his being fole monarch of the eaft, 
foreChrift a f tcr t j ie death of his uncle Cyaxares 9 or Darius the Afede, 
5 *9_^ feven years h . Authors are ftrangely at variance with each 
v^*^* other as to the manner of his death. Xenophon's account, 

who makes him die in his bed, as fortunately as he lived, amidft 
his friends and in his own country, feems to us by far the 
moft probable. For all authors agree, that he was buried at 
Pafargada in Perfia, where Xenophon fays he died, and his 
monument was to be feen there in the time of Alexander the 
Great- Had he been flain in Scytbia, as Herodotus and Juftin 
relate, and his body rrxangled as they would have us believe, 
how could it ever have beenrefcued out of the hands of thofc 
enraged barbarians, and buried at Pafargada? Befides, it is 
by no means probable, that fuch a wife man, as Cyrus is re- 
prefented to have been, and fo far advanced in years, would 
have engaged in fo rafh an undertaking, as the Scythian expe- 
dition is defcribed to have been by thofe who relate it. Neither 
can it be conceived, how after fo great an overthrow the Per- 
fian empire could have fubfifted, efpecially in the hands of 
inch a iucccflbr as Camhyfes was. For Herodotus tells us, that 

c Dan. k. 1. 3. d Cyroprd. 1. riii. p. 233. < Cicero 

ded ivin. 1. i. f Cic. ubi fiipra. 8 P rot. in Can. * Cy- 
roprd. 1. viii p. 233. 

he 
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be was killed, and his whole army, confifting of 200,000 

men, cut in pieces (M). 

On his death-bed he appointed his fon Cambyfes to fucceed 

him, who accordingly took pofleffion of that vaft empire. To 
his other fon Smerdis he left feveral confiderable governments. 
Cambyfes , known in fcripture by the name of Ahafuerus *, Cambyfes. 
was fcarce well fettled on the throne when he refolved upon a 
war with the Egyptians. The occafion of this war, as re- 
lated by Herodotus, feems fabulous k. 'Tis moil likely, that 
Amafis, who was then king of Egypt, and had fubmitted to 
Cyrus, upon the death of that great conqueror refufed to pay 
his fucceflor the fame homage and tribute. But be that as it 
will, Cambyfes in order to carry on the war with fuccefs made 
vaft preparations both by fea and land. The Cypriots 2nd. Phoe- 
nicians rurnifhed him with fhips ; and for his land-forces, he 
added to his own troops great numbers of auxiliaries, efpecial- 
ly of Greeks, lonians, and Molians, who were the main 
ftrength of his army. But the greateft help he had in this 
war was from Phanes of Halicarnajfus, who, being com- 
mander of fome Greek auxiliaries in the fervice of Arnafis, 

» Ezra iv. 6. k Hirodot. 1. iii. cap, 1. and thishift. Vol. 
II. p. 56, & feq. 

(M) Diodorus Siculus (13} tells us, that he was taken prifoncr by 
Tomyris queen of the Maffagetes, and by her orders crucified. Cte- 
fias (14 fays, that in a battle again ft the Derbicans, a people bor- 
dering upon Hyrcania, he was wounded in the thigh by a certain 
Indian, of which wound he died three days after. John AJelela of 
Antiocb, out of a forged book afcribed to Pythagoras, acquaints us, 
that he was flain in a fea fight by the Samians. 

Some writers tell us ( 15% that after the reduction of Baby/on Cy- 
rus, having a victorious army at his devotion and Cyaxares being 
returned from Babylon into Media, revolted from Cyaxares, in con- 
junction with the Perfians under him, who were incited thereunto 
by Harpagus a Mede, and Artabazus, who had afliftcd Cyrus in ftib- 
duing Afta minor, and had been injured by Darius. Harpagus was 
fent by my ax ares with an army againft Cyrus ; but in the heat of the 
battle revolted with great part of the army to Cyrus. Cyaxares rai- 
fed a new army, and was again defeated near Pafargada in Perfia^ 
and taken prifoner. By this victory, fay they, the monarchy was 
tranflatcd from the Medes to the Perfians. But this accoun t we have 
already rejected, as not agreeing fo well with holy writ as thai 
which we read in Xenophon. 

(13) D to dor. Sic. I. ii. (14) Ctefias, I xi. (15) Su Lias its 
Arifiarchos* 

2 z 2 ?. took 
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took fomc difguft, and going over to Cambyfes made fuch dis- 
coveries to him of the nature of the country, the ftrength of 
the enemy, and the ftate of affairs in Egypt , as greatly con- 
tributed to the fuccefs of this expedition. 'Twas particularly 
by his advice, that Cambyfes contracted with an Arabian king, 
whofe territories lay between the confines of Paleftinc and£gypt 9 
to furnifti his army with water dui ing his march through the 
deferts that parted thofetwo countries. The Arabian fulfilled 
his agreement by fending many camels loaded with skins full 
of water, without which Cambyfes could never have marched 

his army that way I. 

Being thus prepared, he invaded Egypt in the fourth year 
of his reign. On his arrival upon the borders of that king- 
dom, he was informed, that Amafis was juft dead, and that 
his fon Pfammenitus, who had fucceeded him, was drawing to- 
gether a powerful army to prevent his penetrating into the 
kingdom. Before Cambyfes could open a pafTage into the 
country, it was neceffary for him to take Pelufium, which was 
the key of Egypt on that fide. But as that was a ftrong place, 
and in a condition to hold out a long time, Cambyfes had re- 
courfe to the following ftratagem, probably fuggefted to him 
by Phanes. Being informed, that the whole garifon con- 
fined of EgyptLinS) he placed in the front of his army a 
great number of cats, dogs, fheep, and other animals that 
were looked upon as facred by that nation, and then attack- 
ed the city. The foldiers of the garifon not daring to throw 
a dart, or fhoot an arrow that way, through fear of killing 
feme of thofe animals, Cambyfes pofTefTed himfelf of the 
place without oppofition 

Cambyfes had fcarce taken pofleffion of this important place, 
when Pfammenitus at the head of a powerful army advanced 
to flop his farther progrefs ; whereupon a bloody battle en- 
fucd between the two armies. But before they engaged, the 
Greeks and Carians who ferved under Pfammenitus^ to fhew 
their refentment again ft Phanes, for introducing the Pcrfians 
into Egypty brought his children into the camp, killed them 
in the fight of their father, and in the prefence of the two 
armies drank their blood. The Pcrfians enraged at fo cruel 
a light, fell upon the Egyptian army with fuch fury that 
they foon put them to flight, and cut the greateftpart of them 
in pieces. Thofe who faved themfelves by flight retired to 

\ HiftODtr. I. iii.c 4—9. m Poly eh. I riu 
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Memphis (N). Cambyfes purfued them clofe, and arriving at 
Memphis , fent a herald into the city, in a veflel of Mitylene, 
by the river Nile on which Memphis flood, to fummon the 
inhabitants to a furrender. But the people tranfported with 
rage fell upon the herald, and tore him and all that were with 
him to pieces. But Cambyfes, after a fhort fiege having ftorm- 
ed the place, fully revenged their death, caufing ten Egypti- 
ans of the firft rank to be publicly executed for every one of 
thofe they had flain, and the eldeft fon of Pfammenitus was 
one of the number. As for the king himfelf who was taken 
prifoner, Cambyfes was inclined to treat him kindly \ for he 
not only fpared his life, but appointed him an honourable 
maintenance: But he, not at all affected with this kind ufagc, 
did all that lay in his power to raife new troubles in hopes of * 
recovering his crown , whereupon he was condemned to drink 
bull's blood, and thus ended his life after a reign of fix 
months, and with him died the anticnt fplendor and liberty 
of Egypt, for all that country immediately fubmitted to the 
conqueror n . 

On the news of this fuccefs the Libyans, Cyreneans, and 
Barceans fent ambafladors with prefents to Cambyfes, decla- 
ring themfelves ready to fubmit to him, and receive his forces 
into their ftrong holds. From Memphis he marched to the 

° Hi robot. 1. iil c. 13 — 15, 

(N) On occafion of this battle Herodotu* (16) takes notice of as 
extraordinary circumftance, whereof he himfelf was an eye-witnefs. 
The bones of the Perfians and Egyptians were in his time ftill to be 
feen in the place where the battle was fought, but feparated from 
each other. The ikulli of the Egyptians, fays he, were fo hard that 
they could hardly be broken by the violent blow of a large Hone ; 
whereas thofe of the Perfians were fo foft and weak, that they 
were broke with the Ieafl blow of a pebble. This difference, as 
our author tells us, was owing to the Egyptian cuftom of /having 
the heads of their children-early ; by which means the bones were 
rendered thicker and itronger through the heat of the fun, and the 
head preferved from baldnefi, there being fewer people bald in Egypt 
3$ Herodotus obferves, than in any other country. As the head* of 
the Egyptians were ftrengthened by this method, fo thofe of the 
Perfians were foftened by the contrary cultom. For they were not 
cxpofed to the fun, but always covered with caps and turbans. Our 
author adds, that he obferved the fame thing at Paprgmis in thofe 
who, together with Acbamenes the fon of Darius ; were defeated by 
Jnarus k i n g o f Libya . 

(16) Hero dot. /. iii. c I2r 

city 
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city of Sais, the burying-place of the Egyptian kings. Here 
he caufed the body of Amafis to be inhumanly taken out of 
its tomb, and, after expofing it to a thoufand indignities, 
ordered it to be thrown into die fire and burnt. The wrath, 
which this prince vented upon the dead body of Amafis,fhcw$ 
the irreconcilable hatred he bore him. Whatever was the 
caufe of that averfion, he fecms to have been by it chiefly 
prompted to invade Egypt : 

The next year, which was the fixth of his reign, he re- 
folved upon three different expeditions ; the firft againft the 
Carthaginians, the fecond againft the Hammonians, and the 
third againft the Ethiopians. But he was forced to drop the 
firft projecl, by reafon the Phoenicians* without whofe help 
he could not carry on that war, refufed to affift him againft 
the Carthaginians , who were defcended from t\cm, Carthage 
being originally a Tyrian colony. But his heart being fet on the 
other two expeditions, he fent ambailadors into /Ethiopia, 
who under that character were to aA as fpies,. and give him 
intelligence of the ftate and ftrength of the country. But the 
Ethiopians, being well apprifed of the errand on which they 
were come, treated them with great contempt. However, 
the Ethiopian king, in return for the prefents they brought 
him from Cambyfes, fent him back his own bow, advifing 
him to make war upon the Ethiopians, when the Perfeans 
could as eafily bend that bow as they could; Before he de- 
livered the bow to the Perfian ambafladors, he addrefled them 
with this fpeech. " 'Tis not from any confideration of my 
*< friendfhip that the king of Perfia fent you with thefe pre- 
*« fents 5 neither have you fpoken truth, but are come into 
« my kingdom as fpies. If your mailer were an honeft man, 
" he would defire no more than his own, and not attempt to 
cc enflave a people who had never done him any injury. How- 
** ever, give him this bow from me, and let him know, that 
«« the king of /Ethiopia advifes the king of Perfia to make 
< c war upon the Ethiopians, when the Perftans fhall be able 
4t thus eafily to bend foftrong a bow, and in the mean time- to 
4< thank the gods, that they have never infpired the Ethiopians 
with a deiirc of extending their dominions beyond their 
41 own country. V ' J ' 

CambyfeS) being informed by his ambafTadors of all that had 
paned, flew into a violent paftion, and ordered his army im- 
mediately to hegin their march, without confidcring, that 
they werefurnifhed neither with provifions, nor any other ne- 

■ 

• Idem, ibid, c. xvi. v Idem, ibid. c. xx — xxiv. 
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ceflaries for fuch an expedition. He left the Greet auxiliaries 
behind him to keep the new conquered countries in awe during 
his abfence, and with the whole body of his land-forces began 
his march- When he arrived at Thebes in the upper Egypt l , 
he detached 50,000 men againft the Hammonians, ordering 
them to ravage the whole country, and burn the oracle of 
Jupiter Amman, while he with the reft of his army fhould 
march againft the Ethiopians* But before he had marched a 
fifth part of the way, his provifions were confumed, and the 
army reduced to the neceffity of eating thier beafts of burden. 
Cambyfes notwithftanding thefe difficulties, purfued his rafh 
attempt, and the foldiers fed upon herbs and grafs, fo long as 
they found any in their way. But when they arrived in the 
fandy deferts, they were brought to fuch extremities as to be 
obliged to devour one another, every tenth man, upon whom 
the lot fell, being doomed to ferve as food for his companions, 
a food, fays Seneca, more to be dreaded than famine itfdf 9. 
The kin£ ftill perfifted in his mad defign, till at laft being ap- 
prehenfive of the danger his own perfon was in, he gave over 
the enterprize, and retreated to Thebes, after having loft 
great part of his army in this wild attempt r . 

As for that part of the army which was fent againft the 
Hammonians, they marched from Thcbc's, and by the help of 
their guides arrived at the city of Oafis, inhabited by Samians, 
and feven days march diftant from Thebes. No body doubts, 
as our author informs us f , but they arrived at that place. 
But what was their fate afterwards is uncertain, for they ne- 
ver returned either to Egypt or their own country. The 
Hammonians informed Herodotus, that they marched from Oafis. 
and that after they had entered the fandy defcrt which lies be- 
yond that city, a violent wind began to blow from the fouth, 
at the time of their dinner, and raifed the fands to fuch a degree, 
that the whole army was overwhelmed and buried alive. 

Cambyfes on his return to Thebes caufed all the temples, 
which in that fuperftitious city were very rich and numcvous, 
to be pillaged and burnt down to the ground. We m^iy judge 
of the richnels of thofe temples from the remains faved from 
the flames, which amounted to the fum of 300 talents of gold, 
and two thoufand three hundred talents of iilver. He like- 
wife carried away the famous circle of gold that encompaifed 
the tomb of king Ozymandyas y being 36$ cubits in circumfe- 
rence, and on which were represented all the motion* of the 
fcvcral conftellations 

^SfiNHCAde Ira. 1. iii. c, zm. r Hkkodot. ubi fupra. c. 
25, 26. 1 Idem, ibid. L Diobor. Sicul, I. i. p. 43 — yd. 
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From Thebes Camhyfes marched back to Memphis , where 
he difcharged the Greek mercenaries and fent them to their re- 
fpe&ive countries* On his entry into this city, finding the 
citizens all in mirth and jollity becaufe their god Apis had then 
appeared among them, he was highly provoked, as fuppofing 
that they rejoiced becaufe of his unfuccefsful expedition. He 
therefore called the magiftrates to learn of them the caufe of 
that public mirth. They gave him a true account of the whole 
matter j but he, not believing what they faid, caufed them all 
to be put to death. He fent afterwards for the priefts, who 
made him the fame anfwer, telling him, that it had been 
always their cuftom when their god appeared amongft them 
to celebrate his appearance, with the greateft demonftrations 
of joy they could exprefs. To this he reply ed, that if their 
god was fo kind and familiar as to fliew himfelf to them, he 
would be acquainted with him, and therefore commanded 
the deity to be brought forthwith before him. 

The chief god of the Egyptians was OJiris, at Memphis 
called Apis. This god they worfhipped in the fliape of a bull, 
and always kept in his temple a bull to which they paid divine 
honours in his ftead. He was to be the calf of a cow incapa- 
ble of bearing another, and impregnated, as the Egyptians be- 
lieved, by thunder. We have fpoke elfewhere u of the marks 
which were to diftinguifh him from all others. When he di- 
ed, another with the fame marks was fought for and put in 
his room. When this calf was brought to Camhyfes , who ex- 
pected to fee fome deity, he flew into a violent paffion, and 
drawing his dagger wounded the Apis in the thigh, and reproach- 
ing the priefts for their ftupidity in worlhipping a brute, 
ordered them feverely to be whipped, and all the Egyptians 
at Memphis y that fhould be found celebrating the feaft of Apis 
to be (lain. The Apis after he had languifhed fomc time died 
of his wound in the temple, and was buried by the priefts, 
,who carefully concealed his death from Camhyfes w 

The Egyptians fay that after this facrilcgious aflion, 
which was looked upon by them as the greateft inftancc of 
impiety that ever was committed amongft them, Camhyfes 
Was immediately fei/xd with lunacy and grew mad. But his 
a&ions ihewed that he was fo long before, of which he gave 
feveral in (lances. We find the following upon record. 

Me had a brother by the fame father and mother, called hj 
Xenophon Tanaoxares, S mentis by Herodotus , and by Jujiht 
Aleigis. He attended Camhyfes on lus Egyptian expedition; 
but bein^ the only perfon in the army that could bend the 



u Vol. I. p. 448. w Hero nor. ubi flip. c. 30. 
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bow* which the king of Mthiopia had lent, within two fin- 
gers breadth, Cambyfes from hence conceived fuch a jealoufy 
of him, that, being no longer able to bear him in the army, 
he font hirii back into Perfia. After his departure Cambyfes 
dreamed, that a meflenger arriving from Perfia told him, that 
Smerdis was feated on the throne, and touched the heavens 
with his head. Whereupon, fufpe&ing that his brother af- 
pired to the crown , he difpatched Prexafpes^ one of his con- 
fidents, into Perfia^ with orders to put him to death, which 
he accordingly executed *. 

This murder was followed by another ftill more criminal. 
Gambyfcs had with him in the camp his youngeft fifter, by 
name Meroe. As this princefs was very beautiful, he fell 
violently in love with her, and was defirous to marry her. 
But being convinced of the novelty of his defign, he fummon- 
ed all the royal judges of the Pet fan nation, whofe office it was 
to interpret the laws, to know whether there was any Jaw 1 
allowing a brother to marry his fifter. The judges, being 
unwilling to authorize fuch an inceftuous marriage, and aC 
the fame time dreading the effects of the king's violent tem- 
per Ihould they contradict him, returned this crafty anfwer : 
That they truly knew of no law allowing a man to marry 
his own fifter, but had a law which gave the king of 
Perfia liberty to do whatever he pleafed. Upon this anfwer 
he folemnly married her, and thereby gave the firft example 
of that inceft, which was afterwards pra&ifed by moft of his 
fucceflbrs, and by fome of them carried fo far. as to marry 
their own daughters. This lifter he took with him in all 
his expeditions, and gave her name to an ifland in the Nile 
between Egypt and /Ethiopia* which he conquered on his 
wild expedition againft the Ethiopians. The ocenfion and 
manner of her death is reported in the following manner. As 
Cambyfes was one day diverting himfelf in feeing a young dog 
and the whelp of a lion fighting, the dog being over-matched 
another of the fame littter breaking loofe came to his afliftance, 
by which means the lion was mattered. Whilfi the king wai 
mightily pleafed with this adventure, Meroe* who fat by 
him, began to weep, and being obliged to tell her hufband 
the caufe of her grief, Ihe conferee], that this accident put 
her in mind of the fate of her brother Smerdis* whom nobo- 
dy had been good-natured enough to aflift. There needed no 
more than this to excite the rage of that brutal prince, who, 
notwithftanding her being with child gave her fuch a blow 

1 Idem, ibid. c. 30. 
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with his foot on the belly, that flie mifcarried, and foon after 
died* (N). 

He caufed alfo feveral of the chief lords of his court to be 
buried alive, and daily facrificed fome of them to his wild fu- 
ry. He one day afked Prettafpes, who was his chief favou- 
rite, what the Perfians faid of him, and what chara&er they 
gave him in their private converfations. Prexafpes anfwered, 
that they highly applauded his a&ions irTgeneral, but thought 
him too much addicted to wine. I underftand you, replied the 
king, they pretend, that wine deprives me of my understand- 
ing, but whether this charge be true or not you fhall be judge. 
Upon which he began to drink to a far greater excefs than 
he had ever done before. Then ordering the fon of Prexaf- 
pes, who was his cup-bearer, to ftand upright at the farther 
end of the room with his left hand upon his head, and then turn- 
ing to Prexafpes, if I fhoot, faid he, this arrow through the 
heart of thy fon, the Pejirans you mult own havo flandered 
me, but if I mifs, I fhall willingly allow them to have fpoke 
the truth. He had no fooner uttered thefe words, than draw- 
ing his bow he (hot the arrow through the body of the young 
man. Then commanding him to be opened, and finding the 
arrow had pierced his heart, he alked the father with great 
joy, and in an infulting manner, whether he had ever feen a 
man {hoot with a more fteady hand, and whether or no the 
Perfians had injured his charaSer, by faying that wine de- 
prived him of his reafon ? The unfortunate father, being un- 
der great apprehenfions for his own life, anfwered, that a god 
could not have ftiot more dextroufly " (O) 

•» Idem, c. 31, 32. ■ Idem, I. iii. c. 34, 35. 

(N) The Egyptians, as our author informs us ( 1 7), relate the 
matter in a different way. They fay, that as Cambyfes and his Af- 
ter were at table, (he took a lettuce, and pulling the leaves afunder, 
afked her husband, whether an entire lettuce was not more beauti- 
frl than one pulled in pieces. He anfwered, it was ; whereupon 
Afgroe replyM, that he had reprefented the broken lettuce by dif- 
membering the houfe of Cyrus. Upon thefe words Cambyfes ftruck 
her with his foot, which, as ihe was big with child, occasioned her 
death. 

CO) Seneca {\%\ who copied this ftory from Hero do t us, after 
(hewing hi* delegation of fuch a barbarous and cruel action, con- 
demns ltill more the monftrous flattery of the father with thefe me* 
mor able words ; Seder alius telum illud laud at urn eft quam mijfum. 

(17) l/gm i c. 3a (18) Seneca, dt Irm $ l. iii. <\ 14. 
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While he was proceeding in this furious manner, Crctfus 
king of Lydia thought fit to lay before him the bad confequen- 
ces that might attend fo tyrannical a government, which pro- 
voked him to fuch a degree, that he ordered him to be put to 
death. But the officers, who received his orders, fufpendei 
the -execution of the fentence and concealed Craefus, think- 
ing that, itCambyfes fliould inquire for him and repent of his 
rafli refolution, they fbould be well rewarded for faving his 
life ; but if they found, that Cambyfes neither altered his mind* 
Bor defired to fee him, they might ftill put him to death pur- 
fuant to their orders. The very next day he afked for Crcefus y 
which the officers hearing acquainted him, that the king of 
Lydia was ftill alive. Cambyfes was tranfported with joy when 
he heard that his orders had not been put in execution, but at 
the fame time commanded all thofe who had faved him to be 
immediately put to death, becaufe they had not obeyed hi* 
orders °. 

Cambyfes in the beginning of the Sth year of his reign left 
Egypt in order to return to Perfa. On his coming into 
Syria he met an herald fent from Sufa to the army, to acquaint 
them, that Smerdis the fon of Cyrus was proclaimed king, and 
command them all to acknowledge and obey him. This e- 
vent was brought about in the following manner. Cambyfes \ 
at his departure from Sufa on the Egyptian expedition, had 
left the adminiftration of affairs during hisabfence in the hands 
©f Patizithes one of the chief of the Mages. This Patizithes 
had a brother who very much refembled Smerdis the fon of Cy- 
rus, "and was, perhaps, on that account, called by the fam« 
name. As foon as he was fuljy a/lured of the death of that 
prince, which had been carefully concealed from moft others, 
and at the fame time informed t th^t Cambyfes indulged his tyran- 
nical temper to fuch a degree that he was grown infupporta- 
ble, he placed his own brother on the throne, giving out that 
he was the true Smerdis the fon of Cyrus, and immediately dif* 
patched heralds into all the parts of the empire to give notice 
of Smerdis 9 s acceflion to the crown, and require all the pro* 
vinces to pay him their obedience. The herald who was difr 
patched to Egypt* finding Cambyfes with his army at Ecbatan 
in Syria, placed himfelf in the midft of the army, and openly 
proclaimed the orders of Patizithes. Cambyfes caufed him to 
be feized, and having flric^ly examined him in the prefence of 
Prexafpesy who had received orders to kill his brother, he 
found that the true Smerdis was certainly dead, and that 

M 

• Idem,ibid. c. 36. 
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who had ufurped the throne, was Smerdis the Mage. The 
mention of that name greatly affe&ed Cambyfes^ and revived 
in his memory the dream, in which he had feen a meflenger 
Who came to acquaint him, that Smerdis was feated on the 
throne. Reflefting how unjuftly he had murdered his bro- 
ther, he burft out into a flood of tears, and immediately ordered 
his army to march, with a defign to.fupprefs the growing re- 
bellion. But as he was mounting his horfe, Jits fword flipt 
out of the fcabbard, and wounded him in the thigh. . Being 
thus wounded he afted the name of the city, and being in- 
formed that the place was called Echatan^ he faidin theprefence 
of all, fate has decreed that Cambyfes. the Ton of Cyrus ihall die 
in this place. For while he was in Egypt, having confulted 
the oracle of Butus, which was very famous in that country, 
he was told, that he fhould die at Ecbatan, which he under- 
ftanding of E chat an in Media refolved to fave his life by a- 
voiding that place ; but what he thought to avoid in Media he 
found in Syria. And therefore being informed that the place, 
where he iccelvei the wound, was called Ecbqtan, taking it 
for certain that he muft die there, he affembled the chief Per- 
fian lords that ferved in the army, and having reprefented to 
them the true ftate of the cafe, he earneftly exhorted them 
never to fufamit to the impoftor, or fuffer the fovereignty to 
pafs again from the Per/tans to the Medesj of. which nation 
Smerdis the Mage was, but to ufe their utmoft endeavours to 
place on the throne one of their own blood. But the P*rfians y 
iufpe&ing all this was faid by him out of hatred to. his brother, 
had no regard to it, • and Cambyfes dying a few days, after of 
his wound which mortified, they quietly. fu omitted to the per- 
fon whom they found on the throne, fuppofing him to be the 
true Smerdis. To this delufion Prcxafpes greatly contributed, 

by faying, that be had not killed Smerdis the fon of Cyrus with 
his own hand f . 

Cambyfes reigned feven years and - five months. When he 
came firlt to the crown, the Samaritans begged. of him that he 
would put a flop to the building of the temple at Jerufalem. 
and their application was not in vain ; for though he had fo 
mhch refpect for the memory of his father, as not openly to 
revoke his decree, yet in a great meafure lie fruftrated the de- 
fign of it, by laying the Jews under fuch difficulties that they 

could not purfue the work **. 

Smerdis This prince is called in fcripture r Artaxerxes, by He- 
the Mage, rodotus Smerdis , by JEfchylus Mardys y ly Qefias Spendadates 9 

v Idem,], iii. c. 64— 06, I.Ezra iv. 4,6. r Ezraiv. 7, 8, 
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and by Jujlln OropaJIes, As foon as he had taken upon him Year of 
the fovereignty, he granted to all his fubjeAs an exemption the Flood* 
from taxes and all military fervice for three years, and treated ^77- 
them with fuch beneficence, that all the nations of Afia, the T ca V^" ft 
Perjians only excepted, exprefled great forrow on the revolu- ore 
tion that happened a few months after. And further to fe- S 2 ^; 
cure himfelf on the throne, he married Atoffa the daughter of 
Cyrus, thinking that in cafe of a difcovery he might hold the 
empire by her title. She had been before married to her bro- 
ther, Cambyfes, who, upon the above-mentioned decifion of 
the royal judges, having married one of his fitters, took to 
wife alfo the other. Aiid the Mage pretending to be her bro- 
ther married her upon the fame footing. But the precauti- 
ons he made ufe of, to prevent his being difcovered, only en- 
creafed the fufpicion that he was not the true Smerdis. He 
had married all his predeceflors wives, and among the reft 
Phedyma the daughter of Otanes, a Perjian nobleman of the 
firft rank. Otanes to be fully fatisfled in this matter fent a 
truity meflenger to his daughter, to know of her, whether the 
Icing was really Smerdis the fori of Cyrus, or fome other man. 
Phedyma returned anfwer, that, as fhe had never feen Srner- 
dis the fon of Cyrus, fhe could not fatisfy his curiofity. O- 
tanes by afecohd meffage defiredher to enquire of Atojfa, who 
could not but know her own brother, whether this were he 
or not. But his daughter let him know, that fhe was not al- 
lowed to fpeak with AtoJJa, or fee any other of the women, 
becaufe the king, whoever he was, had from the very begin- 
ning of his reign lodged his wives indtftincl and feparate apart- 
ments. This anfwer greatly increafed the fufpicion ofQtancs % 
who thereupon fent a third meflage to his daughter, directing 
her, when (he fliould be next invited to his bed, to take the 
opportunity, while he was afleep, of feeling whether he had 
ears or no ; for Cyrus having formerly caufed the ears of Smer- 
dis the Mage to be cut off, for a crime he had been guilty of, 
he told her, that, if the king had ears, fhe might be fure that 
he was Smerdis the fon of Cyrus, but if orherwife, he could 
be no other than Smerdis the Mage, and therefore unworthy 
of poflefling the crown or her perfon. Phedyma anfwered, 
that the danger was very great, becaufe if the king had 
no ears and fhould furprife her endeavouring to find out 
fuch a truth, he would not fail putting her to death : nevcr- 
thelefs, in obedience to the commands of her father, flic would 
make the attempt, and take upon her to fatisfy his doubt. 
And accordingly the firfl time fhe went to the kiii£, as foon 
as fhe perceived him fail afleep, fhe took the opportunity of 

making the trial, and finding he had no ears, early next morn- 
ing 
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ing acquainted her father therewith,whereby the impofture was 
difcovered. Otanes upon this information imparted the whole 
affair to Gobryas and Afpathines y Perjians of great diftin&ion, 
and whofe honour he could rely on. Thefe three agreed a- 
mong themfelves, that each of them fhould name one of hit 
molt trufty friends to be admitted into the fecret. Purfuant 
to this refolution Otanes named Intaphernes y Gobryas Mega-' 
byzusj and Afpathines Hydarnes. In the mean time Darius* 
the fon of Hyjlafpes^ arriving at Sufa from Perfia where his 
father was governor, they all agreed to make him privy to all 
their refolutions, which they did accordingly. Darius at their 
firft meeting told them, that he thought no man in Perfia but 
himfelf had known that Smerdis the fon of Cyrus was really 
dead, and the crown ufurped by a Mage 9 and therefore he was 
come with a defign>to kill the ufurper, without imparting hia 
defign to any one, that the glory of fuch an a&ion might be 
entirely his own. But fince others were apprifed of the im- 
pofture, he was of opinion, that the ufurper mould be dis- 
patched with all expedition, delays being in fuch cafes very 
dangerous, and the beft concerted defigns eafily difappointed, 
Otanes on the other hand was for putting off the execution of 
their defign till fome better opportunity offered, and not at- 
tempting the enterprize till they had increafed their number. 
But Darius remonftrating the danger there was of being dif- 
covered and betrayed if they let the prefent opportunity flip, 
or imparted their defign to others, and openly protefting, that 
if they did not make the attempt that very day, he would 
prevent any one from accufing him by difclofing the whole 
matter to the Mage, it was unanimoufly agreed, that they 
mould not feparatc under any pretence whatfoever, but im- 
mediately, upon the breaking up of their meeting, go to the 
palace, and either put the ufurper to death, or die in the at- 
tempt *. 

While they were concerting their meafures, the two 
Mages in order to remove all fufpicion engaged Prexafpes in 
their intereft, and with great promifes prevailed upon nim to 
give his word, and oblige himfelf by oath, never to difcover 
the fraud they had put upon the Perjians. Prexafpes, as we 
have related above, knew, that Smerdis the fon of Cyrus was 
uot living, having by the command of Cambyfes put him to 
death with his own hand. The Mages having engaged Prex- 
tfpes to be hlent, acquainted him farther, that having deter- 
mined to aifcmblc all the Perjians under die walls of the pa- 



* Idc», 1. ii. c. 74, 7.5. 
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lace, they defired he would afcend a certain tower, and from 
thence publicly declare, that the king upon the throne was 
truly Smerdis the fon of Cyrus . Prexafpes having taken upon 
him this office, the Mages fummoned the Perjians together, 
and commanded him to mount the tower, and from thence 
harangue the people. Prexafpes began his difcourfe with the 
genealogy of Cyrus^ and then put the Perjians in mind of the 
great favours the nation had received from that prince. After 
having extolled Cyrus and his fdmily 9 to the great aftonifhment 
of all, he fincerely declared all that had paSed, and told the 
people, that the apprehenfions of the danger he muft inevita- 
bly run by publilhing the impofture had conftrained him to 
conceal it fo long ; but now, not being able to aft any longer 
fiich a diflionourable part, he acknowledged, that he had been 
compelled by Cambyfes to put his brother to death with his own 
hand, and that the perfon who pofiefled the throne was Smer- 
dis the Mage. He then begged pardon of the gods and men 
for the crime he had committed by compulfion andagainft his 
will, and fulminating many imprecations againft the Perfians y 
if they fhpuld negledi to recover the fovereignty and punifli 
the ufurper, he threw himfelf headlong from the top of 
the tower, and died on the fpot. 5 Tis eafy to imagine 
what confufion the news of this accident occafioned in the 
palace r . 

In the mean time the confpirators, not knowing what had 
happened, were going to the palace determined to execute 
their defign. On their way they were informed of what 
Prexafpes had faid and done, which obliging them to retire 
and confer together, Otanes earneftly deiired them anew fa 
defer the enterprize. But Darius ftill infifting upon the 
immediate execution, and rejecting all propofals of delay (P) % 
they fell in with his opinion and went di redly to the palace. 
The guards refpe&ing their dignity, and not fufpc&ing per- 
fons of their rank and figure, permitted them to pafs without 
aflcing them any queftions. But as they came near the king'i 

f Idem, c. 74, 75. 

(P) HeroJotus (19) tells us, that as they were contending feven 
Jtawks appeared purfuing two vultures in the air, and tearing them 
to pieces ; which when the feven Perfians obferved, they accepted 
the omen, all to a man fell in with Darius, and marched flraic r<* 
tht palace. 

(19) Herotht. I. iii. c. yt. 
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*partmem% the eunuchs, who attended there to receive me£»* 
fages, refufed them admittance, and threatened the guards 
for permitting them to pafs. Upon this the feven Perfians 3 
encouraging each other, drew their fwords, killed all that 
oppofed their paffage, and penetrated to the very room where 
the two Mages were cohfulting about the late affair- of Prex- 
ajpes. They no fooner heard this tumult and uproar, but 
the one taking up a bow and the other a javelin, the weapons 
that came firft to hand in that confufion, they engaged the 
eonfpirators. He, who had the bow foon found that weapon 
of no ufe in fo clofe an action ; but the other with his javelin 
wounded Afpathims in the thigh, and {truck out the eye of 
Sm M* iS I** <*ph ernes. One of the brothers being killed, the (other re- 
thC j ** rec * * nto a room > adjoiqing to the place where they fought, 

murdered. w jth a defign to ihut himfelf in ; but was fo clofely purfued 

by Darius and Gobryas that they broke into the room .with 
him. Gobryas having feized him held him faft in his arms, 
but as it was quite dark in that place, Darius flood ftill, not 
knowing how to direct his blow, and fearing to ftrike left 
he (hould kill his friend inftead of the 'enemy ; which Gobryas 
perceiving defired him to ftrike, though he fbould kill them 
both. Upon this Darius refolvedttf put all to the venture, 
and by good fortune killed the ufurper. Having, thus dif- 
patched the two brothers, they cut off their heads, and leav- 
ing their two w6unded companions to fecure the palace, the 
other five, carrying the heads of the two Mages, with their 
hands all fmeared with blood, marched out of the palace, 
expofed the heads to the eyes of the people, and declared the 
whole impofture. The Per/tans, being informed of what 
had paffed, were fo enraged againft the impoftors,that they fell 
upon the whole fe£t, ard killed every Mage they met; and if 
night coming on had not put an end to the {laughter, not one 
of that order had been left alive. The day on which this 
happened was ever afterwards celebrated by the Perftans with 
the greateft folemnity, and called by the name of Magoph on ia y 
or the jhughter of the Mage:. On that feftival the Mages durft 
not fur many years after appear abroad, but were obliged to 
ihut themfelves up in their houfes c . 

SnurJis reigned only eight months, during which time a 
flop was put to the rebuilding of the temple at Jerufalcm. 
For as foon lis he was feated on the throne, the Samaritans 
acquainted him, that the fetus were rebuilding their city and 
temple, that they had always been a rebellious and ftubborn 

people, and th.it if he allowed them to finifh that work they 

c Idcm, c. 76 — 79. 

would 
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would without doubt withdraw their obedience from the king, 
whereby he would lofe all the provinces on that fide of the 
Euphrates. For the truth of what they faid concerning the 
ungovernable temper of the Jews* they referred him to the 
records of his predeceflbrs, which they defired him to inquire 
igXo touching this matter. And accordingly Smerdis, upon 
thefe remonit ranees, having caufed the records to be carefully 
examined, and finding with what difficulty the Jews had 
been reduced by Nebuchadnezzar ', iflued an edicft, forbidding 
them t9 proceed any farther in the work they had begun, and 
charged the Samaritans to fee it put in execution. Here- 
upon the work was laid afide till the fecond year of Darius 
Hy/iafpesy that is for the fpace of near two years u ( Qj. 

But to return to the confpirators j when the tumult and 
diforders, which attend fuch events, were appeafed, they 
met to confult among themfelves what form of government 
they fhould introduce. Otanes was for a republic, Mega- 
lyzus fpoke for an oligarchy, and Darius declared for mo- 
narchy. The opinion of the laft was, after a long debate, 
embraced by all except Otanes \ who, finding his fenti- 
ments over-ruled, told them, that fince they were re- 
folved to fet up a king he would not be their competitor for 
a dignity which he abhorred ; and that being determined not 
to govern as a king he would not be governed by one, and 
therefore was willing to give up his right to the crown, on 
condition that neither he nor his pofterity fhould be fubje£fc 
to the royal power. The other fix granted him his demand; 
whereupon he immediately retired, and his defcendants alone 
retained their liberty, which they enjoyed even in our author's 
days, being then no farther fubjeA to the king than it fuited 
their conveniency, and only obliged to conform to the 
cuftoms and manner of the country w. 

Upon his departure the other fix began to deliberate in 
what manner they fhould proceed to the election of a new 

u Ezra iv. 7—24. w He rodot. I. iii. c. 83. 

( Qj That Camhyfes was the jibafuerus and Smerdis the drtax- 
•rxes of fcripture, is plain from their obltructing the work of the 
temple. For they are faid in the facred hiftory to have reigned 
between Cyrus and Darius by whole decree the temple was finifhed. 
But none reigning between Cyrus and Darius except Camhyfes and 
Smerdis, we mull conclude that none but Camhyfes and Smerdis 
could be the Ahafuerus and Jrtaxerxes t who arc faid in Exra (20) 
to have put a flop to this work. 

(zo) Ezra iv. 5, 6 f 7. 

ft 
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Jcing. But in the firft place they unanirnoufly agreed, that 
whofoever of them fhould be chofen, he fhould every year 
prefent Otanes and his pofterity with a Median veft, a mark 
of great diftin&ion among the Perjians, becaufe he had been 
the chief author of the enterprise. In the next place they 
determined, that the feven fhould have full liberty to enter 
into ail the apartments of the palace without being introduced; 
and that the king fhould not be allowed to marry a woman 
out of any other family than of the feven confpirators. Then 
taking the future election into confutation, they thought fit 
to refer it to the gods and accordingly they all agreed to 
meet the next morning by the rifing of the fun on horfe-back, 
at an appointed place in the fuburbs of the city, and that he, 
whofe horfe firft neighed, fliould be king ; for the fun being 
the chief deity of the Perjians, they imagined by this method 
to refer the election to him. Oebares, who had the charge 
of Darius's horfes, hearing of this agreement, led a mare 
over-night to the place appointed, and brought to her his 
mafter's horfe. The next morning the fix Perjians repairing 
to the place purfuant to their agreement, Darius's horfe re- 
membering the mare immediately neighed, and his competi- 
tors difmounting adored him as king x . 

The Perfian empire being thus reftored by the valour of 
thefe feven lords, they were raifed by the new king to the 
higheft dignities, and honoured with moft ample privileges ; 
in all public affairs they were the firft to deliver their opi- 
nions ; and ever afterward a the Perfian kings of this race had 
feven chief counfellors privileged in the fame manner, and 
by whofe advice all the public affairs of the kingdom were 
tranfaclcd. Under this character wc find them often men- 
tioned in fcripture*. 
Darius. Darius was the fon of Hyjlafpes, a noble Perfian of the 
Year of royal family of Achamtnes, who had attended Cyrus in all his 
the Flood, wa rs, and was at that time governor of the province of 
2 477- Ptrjia. Darius is called in the writings of the modern Per- 
Year be- funis G uJ7j ta fp b ,*nd his father Lohrajpb, and are famous among 

the Perjians to this day. Darius, the better to eftablifh him- 
^1^. felf on the throne, married the two daughters of Cyrus % 
x *^ ir ^ 1 ' Atofja and Artyjlona. The former had been wife to her 

brother Cambyfes, and aifo to the Alagc, but Artyjlona had 
not been married before, and proved the moft favoured and 
beloved of all his wives ; for to thefe he added Par my s the 
daughter of the true Snierdis, and Phedynia the daughter of 
Otanes, who detected the Mage. Having thus confirmed his 



* iliEOJJOT. a f Eicravi^ 14, EAh. i. 14, Sec, 
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power, he divided the whole empire ihto twenty fatrapieso* 
governments, and appointed a governor over eachdivifion, or- 
dering them to pay an annual tribute. Per/ia alone was excepted 
from.sll -manner of taxes ; the Ethiopians and inhabitants of 
Colchis were enjoined to make only fome prefents, and the 
Arabians to furnifh yearly fuch a quantity of frankincenfc as 
was equal in weight to a thoufand talents. By this eftablifh- 
ment Darius received the yearly tribute of 14560 Euboic 
talents, befides feveral other fums of fmall confequence. 

Darius in the very beginning of his reign put to death 
Intaphernes^ one of the feven confpirators, on the following 
occafion. Intaphernes went to the palace to confer with 
Darius ; but attempting to enter, purfuant to the agreement 
above mentioned, in vertue of which they were to have free 
accefs to the king at all hours, except when he was alone 
with fome of his wives, he was ftopt by the door-keeper and 
a meflenger, under colour that the king was in company with 
one of his wives. Intaphernes not behaving them drew his 
fcymetar, and having cut off both their nofes and ears, fat- 
tened their heads in a bridle, and fo left them. In this con- 
dition they went in, and fhewing themfelves to the king, 
acquainted him with the caufe of the ill ufage they had re- 
ceived. Darius apprehending that this attempt might have 
been concerted by the fix, fent for them, one after another, 
and afked whether they approved the aftion. But finding that 
Intaphernes alone was guilty, he caufed him to be feized with 
his children and family, left his relations, whom he fufpe&ed, 
fliould raife a rebellion. While they were under confinement, 

the wife of Intaphernes made fuch loud complaints and lamen- 
tations at the gates of tht palace, that Darius touched with 
compaffion granted her the life of any one among her rela- 
tions, leaving her the choice of the perfon. She after fome 
deliberation chofe her brother. Which Darius hearing, afk- 
ed her, why fhe had fo little regard for her hufband and chil- 
dren, as to favc the life of her brother rather than theirs. 
The woman readily anfwercd, that fhc could get another 
hufband, and have by him other children if fhc fhould be de- 
prived of thofc fhq had, but could never have anothe r brother, 
Jier father and mother being already dead. The king was fa 
well pleafed with this anfwer, that he not only pardoned her 
brother, but faved alfo her cldcft foil. The others were 
all put to death with Intaphernes^ without any reg-ud to bijj 
late deferts 7 . 

• Idem, c 117. 
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In the beginning of the fecond year of Darius , the Jews 
refumed the work of the temple, being exhorted thereto by 
the prophet Haggai a $ which the Samaritans understanding 
applied themfelves to Tatnai, whom Darius had appointed 
governor of Syria and Palejiine, acquainting him, that the 
Jews were not authorised to purfue that work, which if per- 
fected would encourage them to fhake off the Perfian yoke. 
Upon thefe remon (trances Tatnai accompanied by Shethar- 
toznai, who feems to have been governor of Samaria, went 
up to Jerufalem, and, after viewing the work, inquired of 
the elders by what authority they had refumed it. The elders 
produced the decree of Cyrus \ whereupon the governor, who 
was a man of great juftice and probity, wrote to the king, 
fairly ftating the cafe, and defiring that fearch might be made 
into the archives for the decree of Cyrus , which the Jews 
produced to juftify themfelves in what they were doing. The 
king, upon the receipt of this letter, ordered the archives of 
Babylon and Ecbatan jo be carefully examined, and the decree 
being found in thofe of the latter, for Cyrus was at Ecbatan 
in Media when he granted it, the king commanded it to be 
ftriflly obferved in every particular ; and having fent it to 
Tatnai and Shetbar-boznai enjoined them to fee it fully and 
effectually put in execution, decreeing, that whofoever 
fhould attempt to alter the edict, or prevent its being put in 
execution, fhould have his houfe pulled down, and a gibbet 
being made of the timber of it, he fhould be hanged there- 
on. On the publication of this decree at Jerusalem, the 
work of the temple went on very fuccefsfully, and the 
ftate of the Jews in Judava and Jerufalem was entirely r ed- 
itored (R) b. 

Year of About the beginning of the fifth year of Darius, the 
the Flood, Babylonians, not being able to live any longer in fubjeflion 
24.82. to the Perfiansy who not only loaded them with heavy taxes, 
Year be- but had removed the imperial feat from Babylon, formerly 
fore Chrift the miftrefs of the caft, to Sttfa, and thereby greatly dimi- 
5 f 7- niihed the fplendor of that city, attempted to retrieve their 




* Haggai, i. 1. b Ezra. vi. 

(R") From the 19th year of Nebuchadnezzar, according to the 
Jrwifo account (which was the 1 7th according to the Babylonian 
computation', when Jerufalem was deflroyed, to the 4th year of 

T~\ * t f f* r \ 1 ■ ft ■ « • /-% 
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feventy years pa/Ted according to the canon. So that facred and 
prophane chronology exactly agree in this particular. 
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antient grandeur, by fetting up for themfelves againft the Babylon 
Perfians, as they had done in former times againft thef*w/f/« 
Affyrians. With this view, taking advantage of the trouble* 
that had happened, firft on the death of Cambyfes, and after- 
wards on the murder of the ufurper Smtrdis, they had pri- 
vately ftored their city with all manner of provifions for 
many years, and at laft broke out into an open rebellion, 
which drew Darius with all his forces to befiegc the city. 
The Babylonians, feeing themfelvcs Xhut up by fo numerous 
and powerful an army, turned all their thoughts to the fup- 
porting of a long liege, which they imagined would tire out 
the enemy's troops. To prevent the consumption of their 
provifions they took the moft defperate and barbarous refolu- 
tion that ever was put in execution by any nation. They 
agreed among themfelves to get rid of all unneceflary mouths, 
and therefore drawing together all the women, old men, and 
children, they ftrangled them without diftin&ion, whether 
wives, fathers, mothers, or fitters, every one being allowed 
to fave only the wife he liked beft, and a maid-fervant to do 
the work of the houfe c, 

Darius, having lain before Babylon a year and eight months, 
and being no lefs tired than his army with fo tedious a fiege, 
endeavoured by various ftratagems and artifices to take the 
place, among others he made ufe of that which had fucceed- 
ed fo well with Cyrus. But all his efforts were rendered in- 
effectual by the unwearied vigilance of the Babylonians. When 
he was ready to break up the fiege and return to Perfia, Z<?~ 
pyrus, one of his chief commanders, put him in pofieifion of 
the town by the following contrivance. He cut off his nofe 
and ears, and having mangled his body in a moft cruel man- 
ner with ftripes, fled to the Babylonians thus disfigured, feign- 
ing to have been fo treated by Darius for advi/ing him to 
raife the fiege. The Babylonians, feeing a man of that dif- 
tin£tion fo barbaroufly ufed, believed all he faid againft Dari- 
us, and, alluring themfelves of his fidelity, gave him the 
command of fome forces. With thefe he (allied out, and 
having furrounded ten thoufand Perfians, which Darius by 
agreement had polled near the walls, he cut them all in 
pieces on the fpor. A few days after in another fally he kil- 
led rwo thoufand more ; which fo pleafed the Babylonians, 
that he was appointed commander in chief of all their forces. 
Being veiled with this command, he made a third fally, and 
put four thoufand more Per/tans to the fword. Upon this 
fuccefs Zopyrus acquired fuch credit, that the guard of the 

* IJbrodot. c. 150. 
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city was entirely committed to his care. Not long after Da- 
rius, purfuant to the agreement they had made, advanced 
with the whole body of his army, and furrounded the city. 
The Babylonians mounting the walls made a vigorous defence ; 
but in the mean time Zopyrus, opening the gates of Belus 
and CiJJia, introduced the Perfians, and delivered the city up 
to Darius, who without this ftratagem could never have 
mattered it. Thus Babylon was taken a fecond time, and 
Darius, being put in pofleffion of it, beat down the walls 
from 200 cubits high to 50 ; and of thefe walls only Strabo* 
is to be underftood to fpeak, where he tells us, that the 
walls of Babylon were only fifty cubits high. As for the in- 
habitants, after having impaled about three thoufand of the 
mod guilty and active in the revolt, he pardoned the reft. 
And becaufe the Babylonians had deftroyed their women, he 
took care to furnifli them with wives, enjoining the neigh- 
bouring provinces to fend 50000 women to Babylon, without 
which fupply the place muft foon have become depopulated. 
As for Zopyrus, he was defervedly rewarded by Darius with 
the higheir honours he could heap upon him during the whole 
courfe of his life. That prince frequently ufed to fay, that 
he would willingly lofe twenty Babylons, rather than fee 
Zopyrus Co disfigured. Befides many other ample rewards, 
he bellowed upon him the revenues of Babylon for life, free 
from all charges and taxes, and could never after behold him 
without fhedding many tears «. 

After the reduction of Babylon, Darius undertook an 
expedition againft the Scythians, inhabiting thofe countries 
which lie between the Danube and the Tanais. His pretence 
for this war was, to revenge the calamities which they had 
brought upon Jlfia, when they invaded that country about 
120 years before, and held it in fubje&ion for the fpace of 
tz8 years, as we have related in the hiftory of Media. This 
lie gave out as the motive inducing him to a war, to which 
his ambition alone and defire of extending his conquefts 
prompted him. Having made vaft preparations for this ex- 
pedition, and levied an army of 700,000 men, he marched 
4o the Thracian Bofphorus, and having there pafled over on 

Thrace he 

appointed 
over ano- 



from 
had 



a bridge of boats, he red 11 red all Thrace ; 
advanced to The f/ler or Danube, where he 
his fi.*et to join him. line lie mirched his army 
t!v. r bridge of l««u»s, and entered Scytbia. The Scythians 
liter having conferred together 



about the meafurcs they 
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lhould take to oppofe fo powerful an enemy, determined not 
to venture an engagement in the open field, but to with- 
draw themfelves from the frontiers in proportion as the Per- 
fians advanced, laying wafte the country and filling up the 
wells and fprings. Purfuant to this refolution they met Da- 
rius on the frontiers, and finding him difpofed to give them 
battle, they retired, drawing him from country to country, 
till his army was quite tired with fuch tedious and fatiguing 
marches. At laft he began to be fenfible of the danger he 
was in of perilhing with all his forces, and having refolved 
to give over that rafh enterprize and retire home, he lighted 
in the night a great number of fires, and leaving the old 
men and ficfc behind him in the camp, he marched off with 
all poffible expedition in order to reach the Danube. The 
Scythians y perceiving the next morning that the enemy was 
decamped, detached a confiderable body to the Danube^ who, 
as they were well acquainted with the roads, arrived at 
that river before Darius. The Scythians had fent exprefles 
before-hand to perfuade the lonians, whom Darius had left 
to guard the bridge, to break it down, and retire to their 
own country. Now they prefied them to it more earneftly, 
reprefenting to them, that as the time prefcribed by Darius 
was expired, they were at liberty to return home without 
breaking their word, or being wanting to their duty ; for 
Darius had given them leave to break down the bridge, 
and withdraw to their own country, if he did not return at 
a prefixed time, which was already elapfed. Hereupon the 
Ionians began to confult among themfelves, whether or naf 
they fhould comply with the requeft of the Scythians. MU- 
tiadesy prince of the Cherfonefus of Tljrace> having the pub- 
lic intereft more at heart than his own private advantage, 
was for embracing fo favourable an opportunity of fhaking off 
the Perfian yoke, breaking down the bridge, and thereby 
cutting off Darius's retreat. All the other commanders fell 
in with him, except Hifiiceus prince of Miletus^ who re- 
prefented to the Ionian chiefs, that their power was linked 
with that of Darius , fince it was under his prote&ion that 
each of them was lord in his own city, and that the cities 
of Ionia would not fail to depofe them and recover their li- 
berty, if the Perfian power (hould fink or decline. This 
fpeech made a deep impreflion upon the Ionian generals, and 
private intereft prevailing over the public good, they de- 
termined to wait for Darius^ but in order to deceive the Sc y- 
thians and prevent them from uiing any violence, they tie- 

«kred t that their cjeiijjn wa* to retire purfuant to their ie- 
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qucft ; and the better to impofe upon the enemy, they began 
to break down the bridge, encouraging the Scythians to return 
back, meet Darius, and defeat him. They readily complied 
with the Ionian* requeft, but miffed Darius who arrived fafe 
at the bridge, repafled the Danube, and returned into Thrace. 
Here he left Megabyxus, one of his chief generals, with 
part of his army to complete the conqueft of that country. 
With the reft of his troops he repafled the Bofpborus* and 
took up his quarters at Sardis, where he fpent the winter 
and the greater! part of the year following to rcfrefh his ar- 
my, which had fufrered extremely in that rafh and unfuc- 
cefsful expedition f . 

Megabyxus, having brought all Thrace under fubje&ion, 
difpatched {even Perfian noblemen, that ferved under him, 
to Amyntas king of Macedon, enjoyning him to acknow- 
ledge Darius for his Matter by the delivery of earth and 
water. Amyntas not only complied with their requeft, but 
received them into his houfe and having prepared a fumptu- 
ous feaft enertained them with great magnificence. At the 
end of the entertainment, the Perfians, being heated with 
wine, defired Amyntas to bring in his concubines, wives, and 
daughters. Though this was contrary to the cuftom of the 
country, the king, fearing to difpleafe them, did as they re- 
quired. But the Perfians not obferving a due decency on 
that occafion, the king's fon, by name Alexander, being no 
longer able to fee his mother and lifters treated infuch a man- 
ner, contrived to fend them out of the room as if they were 
to return immediately, and at the fame time had the precau- 
tion to get his father out of the company. In the mean time 
he cauled a like number of young men to be drefifed like wo- 
men, and armed with poinards under their garments. Thcfc 
he brought into the room inftead of the others, and when 
the Perfians began to ufe them as they had treated the wo- 
men, they drew their poinards, fell upon the Perfians, and 
killed both the noblemen and their attendants. Great fearch 
was made by Megabyxus for thefe noblemen, but Alexander 
having with large prcfents bribed Bubares, who was font to 
inquire after them, their death was concealed, and the whole 
matter ftifled 8 . 

The Scythians, to be revenged on Darius for invading 
their country, having pafled the Danube laid wafte all that 
part of Thrace which had fubmitted to the Perfians, as far 
as the HelUfpont, and loaded with booty returned home with- 
out meeting with any oppofition. 

f Hi rodot. 1. iv. c. 102 -144. * Idem, 1. v. c. 17—21. 
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Darius, having fufficiently refrelhed his troops after XheConquers 
Scythian expedition, began to think of extending his domini- India, 
ons eaftwards, and in order to facilitate his defign refolved 
in the fir ft place to make a difcovery of thofe countries. With 
this view he caufed a fleet to be built and equipped at Caf- 
patyrus, a city on the river Indus. The command of this 
fleet he gave to Scylax, a Grecian of Caryandia a city of Cu- 
ria ) who was well verfed in maritime affairs. His orders 
were to fail down the current, and make the beft difcoveries 
he could of the countries lying on either fide of the river, till 
he arrived at the fouthern ocean ; from thence he was to 
fleer his courfc weftward, and that way return back to Per- 
fia. Scylax having exactly obferved his inftructions, and failed 
down the river Indus, entered the Red-fea by the ftraights of 
Babelmandel, and on the 30th month from his firft fetting 
out landed in Egypt at the fame place, from whence Necho 
king of Egypt formerly fent out the Phceiiicians, who were 
in his fervice, to fail round the coaft of Africa. From hence 
Scylax returned to Sufa, where he gave Darius a full account 
of his obfervations. Darius hereupon entered India at the 
head of a numerous army, and reducing that large country, 
made it the 20th province of the Perfian empire. Our au- 
thor gives us no account of this important war j he only fays, 
that Darius received from the provinces he conquered in this 
expedition an annual tribute of 360 talents of gold, accord- 
ing to the number of the days of the Perfian year at that 
time & (S). 

Darius, after his return to Sufa from the Scythian expedi- The revolt 
tion, had appointed his brother Artaphernes governor of Sar-of the Io- 
dis, and given Otanes the government of Thrace and the ad- nian». 
jacent countries along the fca-coaft, in the room of Megaby- 
zus. In the mean time a fedition happening in Naxus, the 
chief ifland of the Cycladcs in the /Egean fea, now called the 
Archipelago, the principal inhabitants, being over-powered by 
the populace, were banifhed the ifland. In their diftrcfe they 
had recourfc to AriJlagoras y befeeching him to rcflore them 
to their country. Arijlagoras at that timerefided at Miletus, 
and governed that city as deputy to Hifiiaus (T), to whom 

he 

* Herodot. 1. iv. a. 44- 94, 

f9) This payment was made according to the ftandard of the 
Suhoic talent, the fame with the Attic, and therefore, according 
to the loweft computation, amounted to one million and ninety 
five thoufand pound llerling. 

(T) Darius, on his return to Sardis after his unhappy expedition 
again!! the Scythians, being informed, that h* owed his own fufecy 
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he was both nephew and fon-in-law. When Arzftagoras un- 
derftood their cafe he refolved to improve the opportunity, 
and attempt to make himfelf mafter of Naxus. With this 
view he promifed to give the exiles all the affiltance he could. 
But not being powerful enough to accomplifh his defign him- 
felf, he communicated the matter to Artapbernes the king's 
brother, governor of Sardis ^ reprcfenting to him, that this 
was a fair opportunity of reducing Naxus ; that if he were 
once mafter of that ifland, all the reft of the Cyclades might 
be eafdy brought under fubje&ion ; that the ifle of Euboea ly- 
ing very near the other would be an eafy conqueft, and from 
thence the king would have a free paflage into Greece. Ar- 

and that of his whole army to Hijtia?us, who had prevailed upon 
the Ionian* not to deftroy the bridge on the Danube, fent for that 
prince, and defired him freely to afk what favour he pleafed for 
the eminent fervice he had done him. Hijliaus defired the king to 
grant him the Etonian Myrcinus, a territory upon the river Strymon 
in Thrace, with the liberty of building a city there. His requeft 
being granted he returned to Miletus, and having there equipped a 
fleet he failed for Thrace, took pofTeflion of the territory granted 
him, and began the intended city. Megabyzus, who was then go- 
vernor of Thrace for Darius, being apprized how prejudicial that 
projeft might prove to the king's affairs, on his return to Sardis re- 
presented to Darius, that this new city flood upon a navigable river ; 
that the country round about it afforded abundance of timber for the 
building of fhips ; that it was inhabited by feveral nations both 
Greeks and Barbarians, which could furnifh great numbers of men 
fit both for the feaand land fervice ; that if once thefe nations fhould 
be governed by fuch a fkilful and enterprizing prince as Hiftieens, 
they might foon become fo powerful both by fea and land, that the 
king of Perjia would not be able to keep them in fubjettion, ef- 
pecially fince they might be fupplied with gold and filver from the 
mines, with which that country abounded, to carry on any enter- 
prize. Darius, being by thefe remonftrances made fenfible of the 
miftake he had committed, difpatched a meffenger to HiJIiatus, en- 
joining him to repair to Sardis in order to deliver his advice concer- 
ning matters of the utmoil confequence. Having thus drawn him 
to Sardis, he took him with him to Su/a, pretending, that he want- 
ed fuch an able councelJor and faithful friend to be always about 
him, and telling him, that he fhould be able to find him fomething 
in Perjia, which would make him ample amends both for Myrcinus 
and Miletus U ftiatts, finding himfelf under a ncceflity of com- 
plying, attcutd Darius to Sufa, and left Arijiagoras governor of 
Miletus in hi< ab.cnce. To this Arijlagoras the banifhed Uaxiam 
applied for relief (21). 

(z\\Uerod$t. I. t, e. i# 
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taphernes was fo well pleafed with thefe propofals, that Inftcad 
of the hundred fhips* which Arijlagoras demanded, he pro* 
mifed him two hundred, provided the king approved of the en- 
terprize. And accordingly having obtained the king's confent 
he fent the next fpring to Miletus the number of fhips which 
he had promifed, under the command of Mega bates a noble 
Perfian of the Acbosmenian family. But his commiffion being 
to obey the orders of Arijlagoras^ and the haughty Perfian 
not brooking to be under the command of an Ionian^ a dif- 
fention arofc between the two generals, which was carried 
fo far, that Megabates, to be revenged |on Arijlagoras^ gave 
the Naxians fecret intelligence of the defign that was carrying 
on againft them. Hereupon they made fuch preparations for 
their defence, that the Perjians, after having fpent four months 
in befieging the chief town of the ifland, and confumcd all 
their provisions, were obliged to retire. The project having 
thus mifcarried, Megabates, threw all the blame upon Arijla- 
gorasy and his falfe accufations being more favourably heard 
than the juft defence of the other, Art aph ernes condemned 
him to defray all the charges of the expedition, giving him to 
underftand, that they would be exacted with theutmoft rigour. 
As he was not able to pay fo large a fum, he forefaw that this 
muft end not only in the lofs of his government, but his ut- 
ter ruin. This defperate fituation made him entertain thoughts 
of revolting from the king, as the only expedient, whereby 
he could extricate himfelf from his prefent difficulties. No 
fooner had he formed this defign, but ameflenger arrived from 
Hijliaus who confirmed him in it (U). Hijliaus ^ after 
feveral years continuance at the Perftan court, being weary 
of the manners of that nation, and defirous to return to his* 
country, thought this the moft likely means to accomplifh 
his defire. For he flattered himfelf, that if any difturbances 
fliould arife in Ionia 9 he could prevail with Darius to fend 
him thither to appeafe them, as in effect it happened. Arif- 
iagorasy finding his own inclinations backed by the orders of 

(U) Hiftierus being defirous to impart his defign to Arijlagoras, 
and finding no other means, by reafon all the paflages leading into 
Ionia were guarded, fhaved the hair of one of his fcrvanu in whofe 
fidelity he moft confided, and having imprinted the mefTage on hit 
head, kept him at Sufa till his hair was grown again. He then dis- 
patched him to Miletus without any other inftrudtions, than that 
upon his arrival he mould dciire Arijlagoras to cut off his hair and 

look upon his head (22% 



Hero dot. ibid, c. 36. 
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Hifliaus, imparted his defign to the leading men of Ionia, 
whom he found ready to come into his meatures, and there- 
fore, being now determined to revolt, applied himfelf whol- 
ly to make all manner of preparations for fo great an under- 
taking 

Th e next year Arljlagoras to engage the Ionians more re- 
folutely to ftand by him, re-inftated them in their liberty and 
all their former privileges. He began with Miletus, where he 
divefted himfelf of his power, and gave it up into the hands of 
the people. He then undertook a journey through all Ionia, 
where by his example and credit he prevailed upon all the o- 
ther petty princes, or, as the Creeks then called them, tyrants, 
to do the fame. Having thus united them all into one com- 
mon league, of which he himfelf was declared the head, 
he openly revolted from the king, and made great preparati- 
ons both by fca and land for carrying cn a war. To ftrength- 
en himfelf the more againft the Perjians, in the beginning of 
the following year he went to Laced&mon to engage that city 
in his intereft. But not being able to prevail upon Cleomenes 
(Wj, who was at that time king of Lacedamon 9 to fend 

him 

» Idem, I. v. c 35, 36. 

(W) Cleomenes having appointed him a time and place for an in- 
terview, Ariftagoras reprefented to him, that the Lacedemonians and 
Ionians were countrymen ; that Sparta being the moft powerful city 
of Greece, it would be much to their honour to concur with him 
ii the defign he had formed of reftoring the Ionians to their antient 
liberty ; that the Perjians, their common enemy, were not a war- 
like People, but extremely rich, and confequently would become 
an eafy prey to the Lacedemonians ; that, confidering the prefent 
fpirit and difpofition of the Ionians, it would not be difficult for 
them to carry their victorious arms even to Su/a the metropolis of 
the Perjian empire, and the place of the king's refidence. At the 
fame time he (hewed him a defcription of all the nations and cities, 
through which they were to pafs, engraved on a plate of brafs, 
which he had brought along with him. Cleomenes defired three days- 
time to confider of the matter, which being expired, he afked 
Ariftagoras in how many days one may travel from the coaft of Ionia 
to the city where the king redded. Ariftagoras, though an artful 
man and far fuperior in all refpetts to Cleomenes, yet made a flip, as 
our author obferves, in his anfwer to this demand ; for as he de- 
signed to draw the Spar tans into Afta y he ought to have le/Tened the 
di fiance from the coaJb of Ionia to Su/a ; whereas he told him 
plainly, 'twas a journey of three months, which Cleomenes no foou- 
vr heard than, intcrruptinghim from proceeding in his difcourfe con- 
cerning the way, he commanded him to depart Sparta before fun- 
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him any fuccours, he proceeded to Athens^ where he met 
with a much more favourable reception. For he had the good 
fortune to arrive there at a time, when the Athenians were 
difpofed to dofe with any meafurcs againft the Pcrftans, be- 
ing highly exafperated againft them on the following occafion. 
Hippias^ the fon of Ptfijiratus tyrant of Athens^ having been 
banifhed about ten years before, and tried in vain feveral o- 
ther ways to bring about his reftoration, at length applied 
himfelf to Artaphernes at Sardis 5 and having infinuated him- 
felf into his favour, did all that lay in his power to ftir him 
up againft them. The Athenians having intelligence of this, 
fent ambaffadors to Sardis, defiring Artaphernes not to give 
ear to what any of their out-laws fliould infmuate to their 
disadvantage. The anfwer of Artaphernes to this embaffy 
was, that if they defired to live in peace, they muft recall 
Hippias. This haughty meflage incenfed the Athenians to a 
great degree againft the Per/tans, and Arijlagoras arriving 
there juft at this juncture, eafily obtained whatever he defired. 
The Athenians ordered a fleet of twenty (hips to be immedi- 
ately equipped and fent to the affiftance of the Ionians. 

The Ionians having at laft drawn together all their troops, 
and being reinforced with the twenty Athenian ftiips and five 
more from Eretria, a city in the ifland of Euba?a y they fet 
fail for Ephefus*, and having left their fhips there, they march- 
ed by land to the city of Sardis y which they eafily madethem- 
felves mafters of. As moft of the houfes were built with 
reeds, an Ionian foldier having accidentally fet one of them 

fet, for advifing the Spartans to take a march into Ajia % not to be 
performed in lefs than three months after their landing. Cleomenes 
then withdrew ; but Arijlagoras^ taking an olive-branch in his hand 
after the manner of fuppliants, followed him home to his houfe, 
and endeavoured to prevail upon him by arguments of another na- 
ture, that is» by prefents ; but before he made any offer he defired 
him to bid his daughter Gorgo, a child about eight or nine years 
old, to withdraw j but Cleomenes telling him that he might fpeak 
freely without apprehending any thing from fo young a child, 
Arijlagoras began with the promife of ten talents in cafe Cleomenes 
would comply with his requeft, and receiving a denial, proceeded 
gradually in his offers till he came to the Aim of fifty talents, and 
then the girl cried out, Fly, fat her y JTy, elfe this /} ranger will cor- 
rupt you. Cleomenes was fo well pleafed with the child's admonition, 
that he immediately retired into another apartment, and ordered 
Arijlagoras that inftant to depart his dominions (23). 



(23) Mem 9 I. r. c. 51 
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on fire, and the flame Spreading, the whole city was reduced 
to aflies ; but the citadel, whither Artaphernes had retired, 
was prefer ved. After this accident, the Perfians and Lydians 
drawing together their forces, and other troops coming full 
march to their affiftance, the fonians, who had not been able 
to force the citadel, judged it was high time for them to 
withdraw 5 and accordingly marched back with all poflible ex- 
pedition in order to reimbark at Ephefus. But before they 
reached that place they were overtaken by the enemy, and 
defeated with great {laughter. The Athenians^ who efcaped, 
immediately hoift fail and returned home j nor could they 
ever afterwards be prevailed upon to concern themfelves in 
this war. However, their having engaged thus far gave rife 
to that war, which was carried on afterwards for feveral ge- 
nerations by the two nations, and ended at laft in the utter 
defrru£lion of the Perfian empire. For Darius y being in- 
formed of die burning of Sardis, and hearing that the Athe- 
nians had been concerned in that undertaking, determined 
from that time to make war upon Greece^ and that he might 
never forget his refolution, he commanded one of his officer* 
to cry every day to him with a loud voice, while he was at 
dinner, three times, Remember the Athenians. In the burn- 
ing of Sardis the temple of Cybele* the chief goddefs of that 
country, accidentally taking fire, was entirely confumed. 
This accident ferved afterwards as a pretence to the Perfians 
for burning all the temples of Greece*. But the true motive 
which led them to this we fliall have occafion to mention 
hereafter. 

The Ionian* y though defer ted by the Athenians^ and con- 
siderably weakened by their late overthrow, did not lofe 
courage, but purfued their point with great refolution. Their 
fleet failed to the Hellefpont and the Propontis y where they re- 
duced the city of Byzantium^ and moft of the other Greek 
cities on thofc coafts. As they were failing back they made 
a defcent in Caria, and obliged the inhabitants to join them 
in this war. The people of Cyprus like wife entered into the 
fame confederacy, and openly revolted from the Perfians. 
The Perfian generals in thofe quarters, finding that the re- 
volt began to be univerfal, drew together what troops they 
had in Cilicia and the neighbouring provinces, and at the 
lame time enjoined the Phoenicians to ailift them with their 
whole naval power. The Ionians^ as they were failing to 
Cyprus , fell in with the Phoenician fleet, attacked, and dif- 
pcrfed them. But at the fame time the Perfian troops, that 

* Idem, ibid. c. 99—105. 
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were landed in Cyprus* having gained a complete vi&ory o- 
ver the rebels, and killed in the engagement Oneftlus* the fon 
of Cberfis* author of their revolt, the Ionian: reaped no ad- 
vantage from their vi&ory by fea ; for the whole ifland of 
Cyprus was again brought under fubje&ion 

After the reduction of Cyprus ; Daurifes* Hymees* and 
Otanes* tliree Perftan generals, and all fons-in-law to Darius* 
having divided their forces into three bodies, marched three 
different ways againft the revolters. Daurifes held his courfe 
to the Hellefpont* and from thence, after pofleffing himfelf of 
the revolted cities, marched againft the Carians* whom he 
overthrew in two fucceffive battles ; but in a third being drawn 
into an amb ufcade he was flain with feveral other Perfians 
of diftin&ion, and his whole army cut in pieces. Hymees* 
after having taken the city of Cius in Myfta* reduced all the 
Man coaft, but falling lick at Troas foon after died. Arta- 
phernes and Otanes* with the reft of the Perftan generals, find- 
ing that Miletus was the centre of the Ionian confederacy, re- 
folved to march thither with all their forces, concluding, 
that, if they could carry that city, all the others would fub- 
mit of their own accord. Purfuant to this refolution they 
entered Ionia and JEolia* where their main ftrength lay, and 
took the city of Clazomena in Ionia* and Cyme in JEolia* 
which was fuch a blow to the whole confederacy, that Ari~ 
Jiagorasj not finding himfelf in a condition after that loft 
to make head againft the enemy, refolved to abandon Mi- 
letus* and confult his own fafety by retiring to fome more 
diftant place. Accordingly he embarked, with fuch as were 
willing to follow him, and fet fail for the river Strymon in 
Thrace* where he feized on the territory of Myrcinus* which 
had been formerly given by Darius to Hijliaus. But as he 
was befieging a place fituated beyond thofe limits, he was 
killed by the Thracians* and all his army cut in pieces. On' 
his departure from Miletus* lie left the government in the 
hands of Pythagoras an eminent citizen, who being informed, 
that Artaphernes and Otanes defigned to bend all their force 
againft Miletus , fummoned a general aflembly of the Ionia ns^ 
In this meeting it was agreed, that they ftiould not attempt 
to bring an army into the field, but only to fortify and ftore 
their city with all manner of provifions for a fiege, and to 
draw all their forces together to engage the Perfians at fea f 
thinking themfelves, by reafon of their /kill in maritime af- 
fairs, moft likely to have the advantage in a naval engage- 
ment. The place appointed for their general rendezvous 

1 Idem, I. vi, c. i-j. 
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was Lada s a fmall ifland over-againft Miletus, where ac- 
cordingly siiey met with a fleet of 353 fail* At the fight of 
this fleet the Perfians, though double their number, avoided 
engaging, till by their emiffaries they had fecretly corrupted 
the greateft part of the confederates, and engaged them to 
defer t the common caufe. When they came to an engage- 
ment, the Samians, Lesbians, and feveral others, hoifting fail 
returned to their refpe&ive countries. As the remaining 
fleet of the confederates did not confift of above 100 /hips, 
they were quickly over-powered by the Perfians, and almoft 
entirely deftroyed. The city of Miletus was immediately 
befieged both by fea and land, and foon taken by the con- 
querors, who razed it to the ground the fixth year after the 
revolt of Ariftagoras. All the other towns that had revolt- 
ed returned, either by force or of their own accord, to their 
duty. Thofe that ftood out were treated as they had been 
threatened before-hand ; the handfomeft of their youths were 
made eunuchs, and their young women fent into Perfia ; 
their cities and temples were reduced to aflies. Such were the 
calamities the Ionian* drew upon themfelves, by feconding 
the ambitious views of two enterprizing men, Ariftagoras 
and Htfliaus «>. 

The latter had his {hare in the general calamity ; for be- 
ing taken by the Perftans and carried to Sardis, he was im- 
mediately crucified by order of Artaphernes, who haftened 
his execution without confulting Darius, left his affe&ion for 
him fhould incline him to pardon one, who, if he were a- 
gain let loofc, would not fail to create new difturbances. It 
afterwards appeared, that Artaphernes 7 s conjecture was well 
grounded ; for when Hi/iiaus's head was brought to Darius, 
he exprcfled great difpleafure againft the authors of his death, 
and caufed his head to be honourably interred, as the remains 
of a perfon, to whom he profefled infinite obligations. He 
was the molt bold, reftlefs, and enterprizing genius of his age ; 
with him all means were good and lawful, that ferved to 
promote the end he had in view, acknowledging no other 
rule of his actions than his own intereft and ambition, to 
which he faci ificed the good of his country and the lives of 
his nearcft relations. But we fhall have occafion to bring him 
again upon the fcene, in the hiftory of Ionia and the Grttk 
colonies in Afia. 

His expt- The Phoenician fleet having reduced all the iflands on th« 
dition a- coafts of Afui, Darius recalled all his other generals, and ap- 
gainft pointed Mardcnius the fon of Gobryas, a young Perftan noble- 



Greece. 



Idem, 1. vi. 31-331 
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man, who had lately married one of his daughters, to be com- 
mander iri chfef of all the forces quartered on the coalts of 
AJia 9 ordering him to invade Greece , and revenge on the 
Athenians and : Eretrians the burning of Sardis. Mardonius*, 
having rendczvoufed his forces at the Hcllefyont, marched, 
purfuant to his orders, through TJjrace into Macedonia 9 or- 
dering his fleet firft to reduce Thafus, and then to coaft along 
the more! as he marched by Iand~, that they might be at hand 
to a 6V. in concert with each other. On his arrival in Mace- 
donia all th e country, te r ri fied at f u cli a rh igh ty a r m y , f u b m i t - 
ted. But the fleet, in doubling the cape of mount Athos in 
order to gain the coaft of Macedonia^ was entirely difperfed 
by a violent ftorin, which deftVoyed upwards of ,300 fhips 
and 20,oc3o rhen. His land army met at the fame time with a 
misfortune no lefs fatal; for being, encamped in a place not 
fufficiently fecured and fortified, the Bryges? a people of Thrace y 
attacking him in the night, broke into the camp, flew a great 
number of his riieri, and wounded Mardonius himfelf, who, 
being difabled bf t'hefe lofles to profecute his defign either by 
fea or land, matched back into Afia 9 without reaping any ad- 
vantage' for his rnafter, or glory for himfelf in this expedi- 
tion n . 

Jbarius hearing' of the ill fuccefs of Mardonius, and afcrib- 
ing it to'his Want of experience, thought fit to recall him* 
and arJpoihtf two other generals in his room, Datis a Mede 9 . 
ahd k Arfapherne's his' bvvn nephew, being the fon of Artapher- 
nes the kitfgf's brother; arid lategovernor of Sardis. But be- 
fore He : vtoatd miike any further attempts upon Greece 9 he 
judged it dxfjedieht firft to found the Greeks, and try how 
thofe different* 4 ft&tes ftood affc&ed' to, or were averfe from, 
thd Pcfjidn gotfern/fient. With this view he fent heralds to 
alPtheir cities to demand earth and water in token of fubinif- 
Hon. On the arrival of thefe heralds many of the Greek ci- 
ties, drfcadingthc power of the Per/tans^ complied witli their 
demand ; as did alfo the inhabitants of /Egina y a fmall ifland 
over-againft, and not far from, Athens. But at Athens and 
Sparta they did not meet with fo favourable a reception, he- 
ing in ond place thrown into a dee|5 ditch, and in the other 
into a weIK and bid fetch earth and water from thence. This 
they did in the'heat of their paffion, but when they came to 
a cooler temper they were afliamcd of what they had done, 
looking uporf k'as'a violation of the law of nations, and ac- 
cordingly fent arnbafFadors to the king of Per ft a at St/fa, to 
•ffer him what fatisfa<5tion he pleafed for the affront they had 

* Idem, I ri. c. 43--4J. 
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put upon his heralds. But Darius, declaring himfelf fully 
fatisfied with that emhafly, fent the ambafladors back to their 
refpe&ive countries, though thofe of Sparta voluntarily offer- 
ed themfelves as victims, to expiate the crime which their 
countrymen had been guilty of °. 

Darius, being entirely bent upon the redu£iion of Greece* 
haftened the departure of his generals Datis and Artapher- 
nes. Their inftru£tions were to plunder the cities of Eretria 
and Athens, to burn down to the ground all their houfes and 
temples, to make all the inhabitants of both places flaves and 
fend them to Darius ; for which purpofe they went provided 
with a great number of chains and fetters. The two gene- 
rals, having appointed their fleet to meet at Samos, fet fail 
from thence with 600 £hips and 500,000 men p , fteering 
their courfe to Naxus, which ifland they eafily made them- 
felves matters of, and having burnt the chief city and all the 
temples both of this and the other iflands in thofe feas, they 
ftoo J directly for Eretria, a town in Eubaa, which they took 
after a liege of feven days by the treachery of Euphorbus 
and Philagrus, two chief citizens. Having taken Eretria, 
pillaged the city, fet fire to the temples in revenge for thofe 
that had been burnt at Sardis, and enflaved the inhabitants 
purfuant to their orders, they failed to Attica. Hippias the 
fon of Pijijlratus, who, as we have faid above, had fled to 
the Per/tans, conducted them, after they had landed, to the 
plains of Marathon, Hence they fent heralds to Athens, ac- 
quainting the citizens with the fate of Eretria, in hopes that 
this news would frighten them into an immediate furrender. 
The Athenians had fent to Lacedamon to defire fuccours a- 
gaijift the common enemy, which the Lacedemonians granted, 
but they could not fet out till fome days after, by reafon of 
an antient and fuperftitious cuftom, which obtained at Sparta, 
and did not allow them to begin a march before the full moon. 
Not one of their other allies offered to affift them, fuch a 
terror had the Per/tan armies ftruck into the cities of Greece. 
The inhabitants of Plataa alone furnifhed them with a thou- 
sand men. In this extremity the Athenians were obliged to 
arm their flaves, which was contrary to their pradice on all 
other occafions. 

The Perfian army commanded by Datis confifted of 
100,000 foot, and 10,000 horfe, that of the Athenians a- 
mounted in the whole but to 10,000 men. It was command- 
ed by ten generals, one of which was Miltiades, whom wc 

• Idem, 1. yii. c. 132- p Plutarch in Moial. p. 8*9. 



Chap, i r. The Hijlory of the Perfians. 



579 



flaalJ have occafion to mention often in the hiftory of Greece. 
Thefe ten generals were to have the command of the army, 
each for one day in his turn. When the army was affemblcd 
a difpute arofe among them, whether they Ihould venture art 
engagement in the field, or only fortify and defend the city. 
They were all for the latter opinion, except Militades? who 
declared, that the only way to raife the courage of their own 
troops, and ftrike a terror into the enemy, was, to advance 
boldly and attack them with intrepidity. Arijiides? con- 
vinced by the fpeech of Aftltiades? embraced his opinion, and 
brought over to it fome of the other commanders. Callimachut 
likewife, who had been very fanguine at firft againft: fuch a 
rafli enterprize, fell in at laft with Miltiades? and a refolutiort 
was taken to engage the enemy in the open field. All the 
commanders, who were for venturing a battle, when their 
turn came to command the army, yielded that honour to 
Miltiades? all fentiments of jealoufy giving way to the public 
good ; but though he accepted the power, yet he would not 
hazard an engagement before his own day. As foon as that 
came, he endeavoured by the advantage of the ground to 
make up what he wanted in ftrength and number. He drew hank 
up his army at the foot of a mountain, that the enemy might ay Mara - 
not furround them, or fall upon his rear. He covered his thon. 
flanks with large trees which he caufed to be cut down for Year of 
that purpofe, and to render the Perfean cavalry ufelefs. The the Flood, 
Athenian forces were fo drawn up that they were equal in 2508. 
front to the Perfians ; but becaufe they had not a fufficient Year J? c * 
number of men in the centre, that part was extremely weak, *° re Chrut 
the main ftrength of the army confifting m the wings. All +9^ 
tilings being thus difpofed, and the facrifice, according to the 
cuftom of the Greeks? performed, Miltiades? without waiting 
the motions of the Perfians? commanded the fignal for the 
battle to be given, when the Athenians fell upon the enemy, 
with fuch courage and refolution as can hardly be exprcfled. 
The Perfians feeing the Athenians advance imputed their refo- 
lution to folly and defpair, being not only few in number, hut 
entirely deftitute of horfe, and without ftirring prepared them- 
selves to receive them. After a long and obftinate fight, the 
Perfians and Saca? broke the centre of the Athenians? having 
made their greatcft efforts againft that part. The centre waa 
commanded by Art/tides and Themijlocles? who with great in- 
trepidity made head againft the whole Perfian army, till, be- 
ing born down by their numbers and quite over-powered, 
thev were obliged to give ground. But the Athenians and 
Plaieans >who were in the two wings, having defeated the wings 
oi the enemy, came up to the relict* of their centre, jult as 
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they were betaking themfelv v cs to a precipitous flight, after 
having maintained a running figfyt for fome hours. At their 
arrival the fcale was quickly turned, for attacking the enemy 
in flank they foon put the/n in diforder, and obliged them with 
great daughter to fly to tJjcir fleet, whither they purfued them, 
tpok feyen of their fhips, ap4 b;urnt a great majiy more. In 
t,his a£tion feveral Athenians of great diftin&ion were flain, 
and amongft others Call'imachus and Staji/eus, XwQ pf the chief 
commanders, with only 200 private men, yfeereas the Perft- 
ans left 600.O dead in the field of battle, and befides a great 
many were killed in the flight, burnt \i\ their fhips, and 
drowned in the fea, as they attempted to fare ffaemfelves on 
board their vefTels. Hippias was killed in the battle, that un- 
grateful citizen, who, \\\ order to recover the unjuft domi- 
nion ufurped by his father Pifijlratus, had put himfejf at the 
head of thcfe who were cpme yrith a design to reduce to 
aflies that city to which he owed his birth 4. Immediately 
aftpr the battle, an Athenian foldier, ftained all over with 
blood, haftened to Athens fo acquaint his fellow-citizens with 
the good fuccefs of their army at Marathon. When he ar- 
rived at the public palace where the Magiftrates were afTem- 
bled, he was fo fpent, that, having uttered thefe words, Re- 
joice, rejoice, the viclory is ours, he fell down dead at their 
feet r . The Perfians were fo pare of the victory, that they 
had brought marble along with them to Marathon in order to 
ere£t a trophy there. This marble the Athenians feized, and 
caufed a ftatue to be formed of it by the famous Phidias in ho- 
nour of the goddefs Nemejis 9 whole province it was to punifh 
unjufi anions r (X). 

Aftei\ 

1 Idem, I. vi. p. 102 — 120. r Plutarch, de glor. Athen. p. 
347. *' Pa us. I. i. p. 62. 

(X) Jujlin tells us (24) that the Perfians loft on this occafion, 

what by the furor J, what by fhip wreck, 200,000 men ; but we 

choofc to foil > v Herodotus, who ilourifhcd very near thole times, 

and acquaints us, that in the ba::le were killed 6300 Perfians and 

1 (.) .z Athenians. The whole Perjian army, according to Valerius 

hiaxhnus (25), confiiled of 300,000 men. Plutarch teems to infi- 

nu.ic« tiic fame fz6). Jujlin 27) and Orofius lay, that they were 

in all 600, oco men. LmUius Probus ( 28) cells us, that they were 

100, ceo foot and 10,000 horfe. Of the Athenians there were 

10,000 

(-4) Juflin- I ii- c. q. (zq) Val t Max. /. v. r. 3. (26) P/u* 
taf ch in Pt iral. { 1 7 ) Jujlin ubi Jupra. ( 1 SJ Emii Pt ob. in 
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this defept the Perftan fleet, inftead of fading by 
the ifla,nds in order to return to Afia, doubled the cap e of Sur- 
mum with a defiga to furprife Athens before the return of the 
array. But the Athenian troops, bejng npprifed of their dc- 
/Ign, decamped from the plaips of Marathon,, and marched 
with fuch expedition, that they arrived at Athens before the 
enemy's fleet, and by that means difappojnted their jnea- 
fures c . 

Datis and Artaphernes arriving in AJia^ that they might 
feern to have reaped fome advantage from this expedition, fent 
the Ereirian captives to Sufa. Darius had expreffed great 
indignation againft the Eretrians before the reduction of rheir 
pity, and charged them with the guilt of beginning the war ; 
but finding they were now his prifoners and entirely in his 
power, he could not find in his heart to do them any harm, 
but gave them a village in the country of CiJJia to inhabit, 
which was but a day's journey diftant from Sufa ». Here A~ 
pollonius Tyancus w found their defendants a great many ages 
after. 

■ 

As foon as the day of the full moon was over, the Lacedc~ 
manians began their march with two thoufand men, and ar- 
rived in three clays on the confines of Attica^ having marched 
in fo fhort a time 1200 Stades * ; fuch was their eagernefs to 
he prefent at the battle : but a filly and ridiculous fuperftition 

1 Herodot. ubi fupra. "Herodot, 1. vi. c. 29. "Phi- 
tOsTRAT. 1. i.e. 17. x Isocr. inPaneg. p. 113. 

10,000, and 1000 Plateans, fay Juftin and Orojius; but Probus af- 
fures us, that the Athenians with their auxiliaries were in all but 
10,000. This ever memorable viftory was gained, if we believe 
Plutarch (29), upon the 6th day of Biedrotnion the third month in 
the Attic calender, after the fummer folllice, Pharnippus being at 
that time praetor at Athens, that is, in the th^rd year of the 72d o- 
lympiad four years before the death of Darius, as wc read in Save* 
rus Sulpitius (30), and ten years before Xerxes patted over into 
Greece, as Thucydides informs us f 31). Moft authors tell us that 
B'ippias was flain in this battle ; but Suidas fays, that he efcaped and 
died afterwards in the ifland of Lemnos, Themijloclcs, who became 
afterwards lb famous, on this occafion firfl. entered the fchool of 
war. We cannot omit in this place the glorious behaviour of one 
Cynegyrus an Athenian foldicr, who having firifc his right and then 
his left hand cutoff, while he was endeavouring to prevent one of 
the enemies (hips from putting off, took hold of it at Jail with hi| 
teeth. 

(29} Phtt. de ?Jot\ Athen. p. 749, (30) Sever. Su/p. /. \\.fiicr % 

pre* 
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presented their having a fhare in the moft glorious a£Kon re- 
corded in hiftory ; for the battle was fought a day before they 
arrived. However, they proceeded to Marathon , where they 
found the fields covered with dead bodies, and having congra* 
tulated the Athenians on the happy fuccefs of the battle, they 
returned home y . 

Darius? upon the news of the unfuccefsful return of his 
army, was fo far from being difcouraged by fuch a di fatter, 
that he added the defeat at Marathon to the burning of Sardis* 
as a new motive fpurring him on to purfue the war with more 
vigour. He therefore refolved to head the army in perfon, 
and ifTued orders to all his fubjedts in the feveral provinces of 
the empire to attend him in this expedion. But after he had 
fpent three years in making the neceffary preparations, a new 
war broke out, occafioned by the revolt of Egypt. This gave 
him no fmall ufreaiinefs ; however, as he was wholly bent on 
his expedition againft Greece? he refolved not to lay that a- 
fide, but at the fame time to fend part of his forces to reduce 
Egypt? and with the reft to march in perfon againft his old e- 
nemies the Greeks ( Y). But when he had prepared all things 
for thefe two expeditions, a great conteft arofe between his 
fons concerning the fucceflion. According to an antient 
cuftom among the Perfians the king was obliged, before he 
fet out on any expedition, to name his fucceffor ; a cuftom 
wifely eftabliflied to prevent the many inconveniences that 
attend an unfettled fucceflion. Darius thought himfelf the 

* Idem, ibid. 

(Y) Diodorus Siculm (32) feeras to infinuate, that Darius marched 
into Egypt to reduce the rebels, and that he fucceeded in the enter- 
prise. That hiftorian relates, that upon Darius' 's defiring to have 
hisftatue placed before that ofSe/bftris, the chief pneft of the Egyp- 
tians told him, that he had not equalled the glory of that conqueror, 
and that the king, no ways offended at the Egyptian prieft's free- 
dom, reply'd, that he would endeavour to furpafs it. He adds 
farther, that Darius had feveral conferences with the Egyptian 
pricfts upon matters of religion and government, and that having 
learned of them with what gentlenefs their antient kings ufed to 
treat their fubje&s, he endeavoured, after his return into Perfia, to 
form himfelf upon their model. But Herodotus, more worthy of be- 
lief in this particular than Diodorus, only obferves, that Darius re- 
folved to make war at the fame time upon Egypt and Greece, and to 
invade Greece in perfon, while part of his troops were employed in 
•the reduction of Egypt. 

C^2) Diador. SicuL A i. /. 54 & 85. 
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more obliged to comply with thiscuftom as he was already ad- 
vanced in years, and two of his fons feemed to have a juft 
claim to the crown upon his demife. T>arius had three fons 
by the daughter of Gobryas his firft wife, all born before he 
came to the crown, and four more by Atojfa the daughter of 
Cyrus, all born after his accceffion to the throne. Of the 
firft Artabazanes was the eldeft, of the latter Xerxes ; and 
thefe two were competitors for the fucceffion. Artabazanes, 
or, as Juftin calls him, Artamenes, urged, that he was the 
eldeft fon, and therefore, according to the cuftom of all na- 
tions, ought to be preferred in the fucceffion to"the younger. 
On the other hand, Xerxes alledged that he was the fon of 
Atojfa daughter of Cyrus, who had founded the Perfian mo- 
narchy, and claimed the kingdom in the right of his mother, 
it being more agreeable to jultice, faid he, that the crown of 
Cyrus ihould devolve upon one, who was a defcendant of Cy- 
rus, than upon one that was not, Darius had not yet de- 
clared in favour of either, when Damaratus, king of Sparta, 
being driven out by his fubjects, arrived at Sufa, and hearing 
of this difpute, fecretly fuggefted to Xerxes another argument 
to fupport his pretenlions ; namely, that he was born after 
his father was inverted with the royal dignity, whereas Arta- 
bazanes. was only the fon of Darius a private man ; to him 
therefore the crown belonged as the king's eldeft fon, and no* 
to Artabazanes the eldeft fon of Darius. He further fupporf- 
cd his argument by the example of the Lacedemonians, who 
excluded from the crown the children that were born before 
their fathers acceffion, if they had any to fucceed born after 
their advancement to the throne. Thefe reafons appeared fo 
juft to Darius^ that he declared Xerxes heir apparent to his 
crown. Our author is of opinion, that Xerxes was named to 
the fucceffion, not fo much by the ftrength of this plea, as by 
the influence his mother Atojfa had over the inclinations of 
Darius, who in this matter vra« intixely governed by her au- 
thority z (Z). 

The 

s 

• Idem, 1. vii c. 2, & 5. 

(Z) Juflinznd. Plutarch (33) place this difpute after the deceofc 
of Darius, and both take notice of the prudent condadt of the two 
brothers on fo nice an occafion. Arfabaxatses, according to them, 
was abfent when the king died, and Xerxes immediately took all 
tiie enfigm of royalty, exercifing all the functions 0/ the regal digni- 
ty* 



(33) y*fl*'* A ii, c. to. Phtarcb. drfrat* etms. 448, 
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The fucce/Eon being thus fettled, and all things ready both 
for the Egyptian and Grecian expedition, Darius died in the 
fecond year of the revolt of Egypt , after having reigned 36 
years. This prince was endowed with many excellent quali- 
ties } Iiis wifdom, clemency, and juftice are greatly com- 
mended by theantients. He had the honour to have his name 
recorded in holy writ a , as a favourer of God's people, a re- 
ftorer of the temple, and a promoter of the true worfhip at 
Jerufalem. His kindnefs towards the Ifraelites was rewarded 
with a numerous iffue, a long reign, and great profperity. 
For though the Scythian and Greek expeditions proved unfuc- 
cefsful, yet he was very fortunate in all his other undertakings, 
having not only reftored and entirely fettled the empire of Cy- 
rusy which had been very much lhaken by the unpolitic go- 
vernment of Cambyfes and u fur pat ion of Smerdis^ but alfo ad- 
ded many great and rich provinces to that prince's conquefts, 
namely, India^ Thracc y Macedonia^ and the ifles of the Ionian 
fea ( A). 

Xerxes Xerxes fucceeding his father employed the firft year of his 
Year of reign in carrying on the preparations for the reduction of E~ 
the Flood, gypty which his father had begun. He confirmed, upon his firft 
2514. acceflion to the crown, all the privileges granted by his father 
Year be- to the Jews^ and particularly that which affigned them the 
fore Chrift tribute of Samaria > fox fxirmfhing them victims to be offered in 

4 8 S- the temple 

a Ezra iv. Haggai and Zechar. b Jofeph. antiquit. 1. xi. c. 5. 

ty. But upon his brother's returning home, he quitted the diadem 
and tiara, went out to meet him, and fhewed him all imaginable 
civility. They agreed to make their uncle Artabanes the arbitra- 
tor of their difference, and to acquiefce, without any farther appeal, 
to his decifion. During the whole time this difpute lafted, all the 
demonft rat ions of an entire and fraternal affection pafTed between 
the two competitors. And when it was decided, as the one did not 
infulc, fo the other did not repine or exprefs any diffatisfaclion at 
the fentencc, but immediately proftrating himfelf before him, ac- 
knowledged him for his matier, and placed him upon the thron* 
with his own hand. He continued all his life firmly attached to 
his intereft, and at laftdied in his fervice in the battle of Salamis. 

( A) The Jrws ( 34^ have a tradition, that the prophets Hag- 
gai, Zecbariab, and Malaehi, died in t}ie laft year of Darias, and 
that on their death the fpirit of prophecy ceafed among the Jenvs, 

(,34.) Abraham Zacuttts in Jucbajtn* Da<vid Ganx in Zemacbus. 
Dirvid. Sfdtr, Qlam> Zuta, W £. 

2 »vhicU 
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In the fecond year of his reign he marched againft the E- 
gyptians, and having reduced the rebels, and brought the 
country to a worfe condition of flavery than what they had 
felt under his predeceflbrs, he appointed his brother Achatme- 
nes governor of that province, and returned to Sufa. Puffed 
up with this fuccefs againft the Egyptians^ he determined to 
invade Greece. But before he engaged in an enterprize of 
that importance, he thought fit to afTemble his council, and 
take the advice of the mo ft illuftrious perfons of his court. 
When they were aflembled, he laid before them the defign 
he had of invading Greece, and acquainted them with the mo- 
tives that prompted him to that expedition (B). Mardonius 3 
the fame perfon who had been fo unfuccefsful in the reign of 
Darius, hoping that the command of the army would be be- 

which was the fealing up of vifion and prophecy fpoke of by Daniel 

(35). And milled by the fame tradition they tell us, that the king- 
dom of Perfia ended the fame year ; for they confound this Darius 
with the other who was conquered by Alexander, and will have the 
Perfian empire to have Iafled only 52 years, which they reckon 
thus : Darius the Mede reigned one year. Cyrus three, Camhyfes, ac- 
cording to them the Ahafuerus who married Eft her, 32 years. This 
laft Darius they take to be the fame with Artaxerxes, who fent 
E%ra and Nehemiah to Jerufalem, to rellore the Jew to their an- 
tient ftate. For they tell us, that Artaxerxes was a name common 
to the Perfian kings, as that of Pharaoh was to thofe of Egypt. This 
fhews how little they were acquainted with the Perfian hiftory ; 
and their countryman Jofephus teems to have been as much in the 
dark, with refpeft to Perfia, as they were. 

(B) Thefe were, the defire of following the footfteps of his pre- 
deceflbrs, who had diftinguifhed their names and reigns by noble 
enterprizes ; the obligation he was under to be revenged on tho 
Athenians, who without any provocation had fallen upon Sardix, 
and burnt down the facred groves and temples ; the eager defire 
he had to wipe off the dishonour his country had received at Ma* 
rathon ; and IalUy, the profpect of many great advantages that 
would accrue to him from this war, which would be attended by 
the conqueft of Europe, the rnoft rich and fertile country in the uni- 
verfc. He added, that this war had been rciblved on by his fa- 
ther Darius, and that lie meant only to execute his defign s He con- 
cluded his fpeech with promifing ample rewards to fuch as fliou^d 
diftinguiOi themfelvcs in this expedition, and dcfiring them to deli- 
ver their opinions in the matter with freedom (36}. 

(35) D*n. ix. 2.J.. (36) IleradoJ. I. vii. c. c, 6. 
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flowed upon him, not only approved of the king's determina- 
tion, but extolled him above all the kings that had preceded 
him, and endeavoured to fet forth the indifpenfible neceffity 
they all lay under of revenging the difhonour done to the Per" 
fian name at Sardh and Marathon. The reft of the council, 
perceiving that the flattering difcourfe of Mardonius pleafed 
the king, durft not venture to contradict it, but all kept fi- 
lence for fome time. At laft Artabanus y the king's uncle, a 
prince venerable both for his age and prudence, addreffing 
.A^r.w,ufedall his endeavours to divert him from his prefentre- 
folution, and at the fame time reproached Mardonius with 
want of fincerity, and fliewed how much he was to blame for 
defiring rafhly to engage the nation in a war, which no- 
thing but his own ambitious and felf-interefted views could 
tempt hini to advife. He concluded with thefe words : tfi If 
" a war be refolved upon, let the king remain in Per/ia> and 
" our children be depofited in his hands. Then go on with 
44 your expedition attended by the beft forces you can choofc, 
44 and in what numbers you think fit. If the ifliie be favour- 
4C able, I am willing to forfeit my own life and the lives of 
44 my children. But on the contrary, if the event be fuch as 
44 I have foretold, then let your children fuffer death, and 
44 you alfo, if ever you return". Artabanus expreffed his 
fentiments in very refpe&ful and inoffenfive terms ; but ne- 
verthelefs Xerxes was extremely offended, and replied with 
indignation, that if Artabanus were not his uncle he fliould 
fuffer that moment the due punifhment for fuch an audacious 
behaviour, and commanded him to ftay at home among the 
women, ^fiom he too much refembled, while he marched at 
the head of his troops where his duty and glory called him. 
However, when the firft emotion of his anger was paft, he 
owned, that he had been to blame for treating his uncle with 
fuch harfh language; and was not afhamed to repair his fault, 
by openly confefling, that the heat of his youth and want of 
experience had made him trefpafs againft the regard that was 
due to a prince fo worthy of refpedt as Artabanus c. At the 
fame time he declared, that he was ready to follow his advice, 
and Iayafide the defign of invading Greece^ notwithftanding a 
>phantom had appeared to him the night before in his fleep, 
and warmly exhorted him to undertake the war (C). All 

the 

« Idem, 1. vii. c. 6, 7. 

(C ) Herodotus tells us, that Xerxes, reflefting in the night-time 

on t'ic opinion of Artabanm, was very much perplexed, and con- 
cluded 
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the Perfians^ who compofed the council, were overjoy'd to 
hear the king fpeak in that manner, and proftrating themfelves 
before him, ftrove to outdo each other in extolling the pru- 
dence of his conduct. But he did not long continue in that 
mind ; nay Artabanus himfelf, the only man who had open- 
ly -difap proved the expedition, whether frightened by a dream, 
or dreading the king's difpleafure, became a moll fanguine 
and zealous promoter of the war < 

Xerxes? being now refolved to attack Greece? that he 
might omit nothing which could contribute to the fuccefs of 
his undertaking, entered into an alliance with the Carthagi- 
nians % who were at that time the moft powerful people of the 

<* Idem, ibid. c. 8, 9, &c. 

eluded at laft, that a war with Greece could not turn to his advan- 
tage. Having thus altered his rcfolution he fell alleep, and faw in 
a dream a man of an uncommon nature and beauty ftanding by him, 
and uttering thefe words : Have you then changed your defign of 
leading an army into Greece^ after having ordered the Perfians to af- 
femble their forces r You have not done well to alter your rcfolu- 
tion, nor will you find any man of your opinion. Refume there- 
fore without delay the enterprise you determined to undertake. 
The Phantom, having pronounced thefe words, difappeared ; and 
the next morning Xerxes, neglecting his dream, fummoned the coun- 
cil, and acquainted them, that he had altered his mind with regard 
to the Grecian expedition, and wifhed them joy of the advantages of 
peace which they were to reap at home. But the night following 
the fame Phantom appeared again to Xerxes, telling him, that if he 
did not undertake without delay a war zgzmft. Greece, he fliouid be- 
come little and contemptihle in as fhort a time as he had been raifed 
to greatnefs and power. The king, terrified with this fecond dream, 
fent for Artabams, acquainted him with what had happened, and 
entreated him to put on the royal robes, to fit on the throne, and pafs 
the night in his bed. Artabanus at firll begged to be excufed as not 
deferving the honour of fitting in the king's throne ; but being 
prefled by Xerxes , who was perfuaded, that if the dream was from 
the gods Artabanus would fee the fame vifion, he at lalt complied 
with his defire and cloathed himfelf with the royal robes. As he 
flcpt in the king's bed, the fame Phantom appeared to him, threaten- 
ing him with the greatelr. calamities, if he continued to oppofe the 
king's intentions. This fo terrified Artahanus, that he came over 
to the king's firlt opinion, believing, that there was fomething di- 
vine in thefe repeated vifions, and the war againlt Greece wan re- 
folved on (37J). 

Idem, /. vii. c. S, 9, CsV. 
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weft, -whereby it was agreed, that while the Per/tans invaded 
Greece, the [Carthaginians Ihould fall upon the Greek colo- 
nies in Sicily and Italy, that thereby they might be diverted 
from helping each other. The Carthaginians appointed Ha- 
tnilcar their general, who not only raifed what forces he could 
in Afric, but with the money fent him by Xerxes hired a great 
many mercenaries in Spain, Gaul, and Italy ; fo that his 
army confified of 300,000 men, befides a proportionable 
number of fhips for tranfporting his forces and the ncceflary 
provifions*. And thus Xerxes, agreeable to the prophecy of 
Daniel i, having by his Jlrcngth through his riches Jiirrcd up all 
the nations of the then known world againjl the realm of 
Greece ; that is, all the weft under the command of Hamil- 
car, and all the eaft under his own banners, fet out from 
Sufa to enter upon this war in the fifth year of his reign, 
after having fpent three years in making vaft preparations 
throughout all the provinces of his wide-fpeading empire. 
From Sufa he marched to Sardis, which was the place ap- 
pointed for the general rendezvous of all his land-forces, while 
his navy advanced along the coafts of Afia Minor towards the 
Hellcfpont. 

Two things Xerxes commanded to be done before he came 
to the fea-fide ; the one was a pafTage to be cut through 
mount Athos. This mountain reaches a great way into the 
fea in the form of a peninfula, and is joined to the land by an 
ifthmus twelve furlongs over. The fea in this place is very 
tempt- ft 110 us, and the Perjian fleet had formerly fuftercd fhip- 
wrcck in doubling this promontory. To prevent the like 
difaftcr Xerxes caufed a paflagc to be cut through the moun- 
tain broad enough to let two gallics, with three banks of oars 
each, pafs in front. By this means he fevered from the con- 
tinent the cities of Dion, Otophyxus, Acrothoon, Thy fits, and 
CI f one. Our author obferves, that Xerxes undertook this 
enterprizc only out of oftentation, and to perpetuate the me- 
mory of his name, fincc he might, with far lefs trouble, have 
caufed his fleet to be conveyed over the IJIh?ntts, as was the 
practice in thofc days * (D). 

Be 

r Diodor. Sicul. I. xi. p. 1. f Dan. xi. 2. * Hero dot. 
ubi fup. c. 34. & fcq. 

CD) This prince, believing that the very elements were under 
his command, wrote to mount Jthas in the following terms ; At ho*, 

thou proud and afpiring mountain y that lift eft up thy head to the wry 

skies* ladvifc thee not to be fo audacious as to put rocks and ftotteu thai 

can hut 
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He likewife commanded a bridge of boats to be laid over 
the Hellefpont, for the paffing of his forces from AJia into 
Europe, The fea, which feparates Seftos and Ahydos 9 where 
the bridge was built, is feven furlongs over. The work was 
carried on with great expedition by the Phoenicians and 
Egyptians, who had no fooner finiflied it, but a violent ftorm 
arifing broke it in pieces, and difperfed or dafhed againft the 
fhore the vefTels of which it was compofed ; which when 
Xerxes heard, he fell into fuch a violent tranlport of anger, 
that he commanded "300 ftripes to be infli&ed on the fea, and 
a pair of fetters to be thrown into it, enjoining thofe who 

m 

cannot he cut, in the way of my workmen. If thou makeft that appo- 
rtion, 1 will cut thee intirely down, and throw thee headlong into the 

fea (38). Oar modern travellers tell us, that they can perceive no 
traces of this great work, and moft of them are of Juvenal's opi- 
nion exprelTed in thefe words ; P erf or at us Athos, & qui c quid Grar> 
cia mendax audet in hiftoria. The directors of this enterprize were 
Bubaris the fon of Megahyxus, and Artacheus the fan of Arb<eus 9 
both Perfians. It was carried on in the following manner : AH 
the forces on board the fleet were employed in the undertaking ; 
they firft drew a line before the city of Sana, fi toa ted a 1 the foot 
of mount Athos towards the land, and then divided the ground a- 
mong themfelves, each nation having their portion allotted "them* 
When the trench was confiderably funk, thofe who were at the bot- 
tom continued to dig, delivering the earth to their companions 
Handing on ladders, who handed it to fuch as flood higher, till it 
was conveyed to thofe that waited to receive it at the edge of the 
canal, and by them carried to another place. Our author obferces 
(39), that by digging perpendicularly, and making the bottom of 
equal breadth with the top, all the workmen except the Pbatniciant 
had double the labour, by reafon the earth fell down continually in 
great quantities from the upper parts. But the Phoenicians opened 
the ground, which was afTigned to them, twice as large as others 
had done, and floaped the ground gradually till they came to the 
bottom. In a large meadow adjoining to this place there was a 
court of jullice and a market, furnifhed with corn *nd other ncccf- 
faries brought from Afia. This work does not feem to us fo very 
{ui prifing and incredible, as fome would make it, when we confider 
the number of hands and the time that were employed in perfect- 
ing it. For Herodotus tells us, that three whole years were fpent 
in the undertaking, and an incredible number of workmen obliged 
to labour day and night in their turns. Bcfidcs, th« Canal was not 
cut through, as Juvenal feems to infinuate, but, behind mount 
Athos, where the Ijihmus was but a mile and a half over, anij 
broad enough only to let two gallics paf> in front. 

(38) Plutarch, de iracohilr. p. .{ 55. ("39) ld$m m iiid. c. 34. 

Were 
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were trufted with the execution of his orders to pronounce 

thefe words : Thou fait and bitter element , thy mafter has 
condemned thee to this punijhment for offending him without 
caufe, and is refolved to pafs over thee in fpite of thy billows 
and infolent refiflance. The extravagant folly and mad- 
riefs of this prince did not flop here ; he commanded the 
heads of thofe who had the dire&ton of the work to be ftruck 
off g . 

In their room he appointed more experienced architects to 
build two other bridges, one for the army, and the other for 
the beafts of burden and the baggage. When the whole 
work was compleated, and the veflels, which formed the 
bridges, fecured againft the violence of the winds and the cur- 
rent of the water, Xerxes departed from Sardis, where the 
army had wintered, and dire£ted his march to Abydos. When 
he arrived at that city, he defired to fee all his forces toge- 
ther, and to that end afccnding a ftately edifice of white 
ftone, which the Abydenians had built on purpofe to receive 
him in a manner fuitable to his greatnefs, he had a free pro- 
fpe£r. of the coaft, feeing at one view both his fleet and land- 
forces. The fea was covered with his {hips, and the large 
plains of Abydos^ with his troops quite down to the fhore. 
While he was thus furveying with his own eyes the vaft ex- 
tent of his power, and deeming himfelf the moft happy of 
mortals, his joy being all on a fudden turned into grief, he 
burft out into a flood of tears, which Artahanus perceiving 
afked him, what had made him in a few moments pafs from 
an excefs of joy to fo great a grief ? The king replied, that 
confidering the ftiortnefs of human life he could not reftrain 
his tears for of all thefe numbers of men not one, faid he, 
will be alive a hundred years hence. Artahanus* who ne- 
glected no opportunity of inftilling into the young prince's 
mind fentiments of kindnefs towards his people, finding him 
touched with a fenfe of tendernefs and humanity, endeavour- 
ed to make him fenfible of the obligation that is incumbent 
upon princes to alleviate the forrows and fweeten the bit- 
temefs, which the lives of their fubjecls are liable to, fincc 
it is not in their power to prolong them. In the fame con- 
vention Xerxes afked his uncle, whether, if he had not feen 
the vifion which made him change his mind, he would ftill 
perfift in the fame opinion and difluade him from making war 
upon Greece. Artahanus fincerely owned, that he ftill had 
his fears, and was very uneafy concerning two things, the fea 

* Idem, c. 33 — 36. 

and 
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and the land ; the fea, becaufe there were no ports capable 
of receiving and flickering fuch a fleet, if a ftorm Ihould 
arife ; the land, becaufe no country could maintain fo nu- 
merous an army. The king was very fenfible of the ftrength 
of his reafoning, but, as it was now too late to go back, he 
made anfwer ; that in great enterprizes men ought not to en- 
ter into fo nice a difcufficfn of all the inconveniencies that may 
attend them ; that bold and daring undertakings, thoughfub- 
je£b to many evils and dangers, are preferable to ina&ion, 
however fare ; that great fuccelTes are no otherwife to be ob- 
tained than by venturing boldly ; and that if his predeceflbrs 
had obferved fuch fcrupulous and timorous rules of politics, 
the Perfian empire would never have attained to fo high a de- 
gree of glory and grandeur h . 

All things being now in readinefs, and a day appointed, 
for the palling over of the army, as foon as the firft rays of the 
fun began to appear, all forts of perfumes were burnt upon 
the bridge, and the way ftrewed with myrtle. At the fame 
time Xerxes pouring a libation into the fea out of a golden 
cup, and addreffing the fun, implored the affiftance of that 
deity, begging, that he might meet with no impediment, fo 
great as to hinder him from carrying his conquering arms to 
the utmoft limits of Europe. This done he threw the cup 
into the Hellefpont^ with a golden bowl and a Per/tan fey- 
inetar, and the foot and horfe began to pafs over that bridge, 
which was next to the Euxlne^ while the carriages and beafts 
of burden paffed over the other, which was placed nearer the 
Mgean fea. The bridges were boarded and covered over with 
earth, having rails on each fide, that the horfes and cattle 
might not be frightened at the fight of the fea. The army 
fpent feven days and feven nights in pafling over, though 
they marched day and night without intermiifion, and were 
by frequent blows obliged to quicken their pace. At the 
fame time the fleet made to the coafts of Europe. After the 
whole army was paired, Xerxes advanced with his land-forces 
through the T})racian Cherfonefus to Dorlfcus, a city at the 
mouth of the river Hebrus in Thrace ; but the fleet fleered a 
quite different courfe, (landing to the weftward for the pro- 
montory of Sarpcdou^ where they were commanded to at- 
tend farther orders. Xerxes, having encamped in the large 
plains of Dorifcus, and judging them convenient for review- 
ing and numbering his troops, difpatched orders to his ad- 



mirals to bring the fleet to the adjacent ihorc, that he might 



* Idem, ibid. c. 4J & fcq. 
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take an account both of his fea and land-forces. His land- 
army upon the mufter was found to confift of one million and 
feven hundred thoufand foot, and fourfcore thoufand horfe, 
which together with twenty thoufand men that conducted the 
camels and took care of the baggage, amounted to one mil- 
lion eight hundred thoufand mem His fleet confifted of 
twelve hundred and feven large {hips, and three thoufand gal- 
lies and tranfports ; on board of all thefe vefTels there were 
found to be five hundred feventeen thoufand fix hundred and 
ten men. So that the whole number of fea and land-forces, 
which Xerxes led out of Afia to invade Greece, amounted to 
two millions three hundred and feventeen thoufand fix hundred 
and ten men. Our author tells us, that on his paffing the He I- 
lefpont to enter Europe, an inhabitant of that country cried 
out ; O Jupiter, why art thou come to deftroy Greece, in 
the fhape of a Perjian and under the name of Xerxes, with 
all mankind following thee ; whereas thy own power is fuffi- 
cient to do this without their afliftance ? After he had enter- 
ed Europe, the nations on this fide the Hellcfpont, that fub- 
mitted to him, added to his land-forces, three hundred thou- 
fand more, and two hundred and twenty (hips to his fleet, 
on board of which were twenty four thoufand men. So that 
the whole number of his forces, when he arrived at Thermo- 
pylae, was two millions fix hundred and forty one thoufand fix 
hundred and ten men, without including fervants, eunuchs, 
women, futlers, and other people of that fort, who were com- 
puted to equal the number of the forces : fo that the whole mul- 
titude of perfons, that followed Xerxes in this expedition, a- 
mounted to five millions two hundred eighty three thoufand two 
hundred and twenty f (E). Among thefe millions of men there 

was 

f Herodot. I. vii. c. 56 — 99 — 14.8 — 187. 

(E) This is'the computation of Herodotus, and with him agree 
Plutarch (40} and Jf aerates (^\) ; but Diodorus Siculus (42), Pliny 
(43 \ JEI/an (44), and others fall far fhort of this number, making 
the army, which Xerxes led againft Greice, not much more nume- 
rous than that with which his father invaded Scytbia. Thefe pro- 
bably miftook the one for the other. Herodotus is the moll and- 
cnt author that has written of this war, and lived in the very age 
wherein it happened ; wherefore we have preferred his account to 
that of others, the rather, becaufe we find it to be the general opi 
nion of all the antients, whether Greeks or Latins, that this wai 
the greateft army that ever was brought into the field ; and the ac 

^40) Plutarch, in Themiji. (41) Ifocr. in Pan at ben. (42 
Diodor. Steal. I. xi. '43) Plin. /. xxxiii c. to. (44) I&tian 
nor. bijior. /. aiii. c. 3. 

cour 
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was ncJt one that could vie with Xerxes either in comelinefs or 
ftature, or that feem ed more worthy of that great empire. But 
this is a poor commendation when it is not accom pained with 
other qualifications. Accordingly Jujiin, after he has men- 
tioned the number of his troops, emphatically concludes, but 
this vafi body wanted a head. Befides the fubordinate general* 
of each nation, who commanded the troops of their refpe&ive 
countries, the whole army was under the command of fix Perfe- 
generals, viz* Mardonius the fon of Gobryas, Triatatcechmes 
the fon of Artabanus, Smerdones the fon of O taxes, (the two 
latter were coufins to Xerxes), Mafijlcs the fon of Darius 
by AtoJTa, Gergys the fon of Ariazus, and Megabyzus the 
fon of the celebrated Zopyrus* The ten thoufand Perfians, 
who were called the immortal band, obeyed no other com- 
mander but Hydarnes. The fleet was commanded by four 
Perfian admirals, and likewife the cavalry had their particular 
generals and commanders. 

Xerxes, having thus numbered his fea and land-forces at 
Dorifcus, marched from thence through Thrace, Macedon, 
and Theffaly towards Attica, ordering his fleet to follow him 
along the coaft, and to regulate their motions according to tha 
motions of the army. Wherever he came he found provifi- 
ons prepared before-hand, purfuant to the orders he had fent* 
and each city was obliged to entertain him, which eoft im- 

count of Herodotus bed agrees with the verfes engraved on the mo- 
nument of thofe Greeks that were flain at Thermopylae, where it is 
faid, that they fought againft three millions, as we read the inferip- 
tion in Herodotus, or againft two, as we find it in Di odor us Siculus 
(45). yo/epbus (46) tells us, that his countrymen too bore a part 
in this expedition, and proves it from a paffage out of Cb<erilus 
(47V, where it is faid, that Xerxes was attended by a People nubo 
ufed the Phoenician language, and dwelt in the SoJymaean land on bills' 
near a great lake. As Jerusalem was alfo called So/yma, and ail the 
country thereabout was mountainous, and lay near the great lake 
A/phaltites, commonly called the lake of Sodom, this defcription 
fcems plainly to fait the Jews % But Scaliger ^48), Cunarus (4oJ* 
and Bochart (50), underftand thofe verfes of the Solymi in Pijtdia. 
However, Salmajsus (51) maintains the contrary opinion 3 and tru- 
ly it is not at all likely, that when Xerxes obliged all the other 
nations to fend their quotas of men, the Jews alone fhould be ex- 
empted. Whether therefore thofe mentioned by Cbarilus were 
Jews or not, it mud be allowed, that they alfo bore a pari in thia 
expedition. 

(45) Diodor. Sicul. /. xi. p. 26, (46) Jo/eph. contra Apion. /. 10. 
(47) Cb*riL ibid. (48) Scaliger in notis ad frag. (49 Cu- 

nmus, de Rep. Heir. I ii. c. 18. C50) Bochart. Gcogr. Sacra, Part 
IT I. \. c. 2. 1 ) Salmaf. in Lingum Hellenifoc* offilegio. 
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menfe funis, and gave occafion to the faying of a citizen of 
Abdera, after the king's departure, that his countrymen might 
thank the gods for Xerxes 9 s moderation in being fatisfied with 
one meal a day g . 

In the mean time Lacedamon and Athens^ the two moft 
powerful cities of Greece, againft which Xerxes was moft ex- 
afperated, having had intelligence of the enemy's preparations 
and motions, fent ambafladors to Argos, to Sicily , to the 
iflands of Corcyra and Crete, to defire fuccours and conclude 
a league againft the common enemy. The people of Argos 
offered a very confiderable number of troops, on condition 
they fhould have an equal fliare with the Lacedemonians in the 
command. The latter confented, that the king of Argos 
fhould have the fame authority as either of the kings of Spar- 
ta; but this offer did not fatisfy the Argians, who thereupon 
ordered the ambafladors to depart the territories of Argos be- 
fore fun-fet. From Argos they proceeded to Sicily, where 
Gelo, the moft powerful prince in all the Greek colonies, offer- 
ed to affift them with a very numerous army and a mighty 
fleet, provided they appointed him commander in chief of all 
their forces both by fea and land. This propofal was rejefted 
by the Athenian ambafladors, who told him, that they did not 
want a general, but an army, and without preffing him any 
further departed. The inhabitants of Corcyra, now Corfu? 
immediately put to fea with a fleet of 60 fhips, but advanced 
no farther than the coafts of Laconia, where they waited the 
iflue of an engagement, defigning to fide afterwards with the 
conqueror. The people of Crete, having confulted the ora- 
cle to know what refolution they fhould take on this occafion, 
abfolutely refufed to enter into the league. Thus were the 
Lacedemonians and Athenians abandoned by all their country- 
men, except the Thefpians and Plateans, who fent fmall bo- 
dies to their afliftance. The firft thing they took care of in 
fo critical a conjuncture was, to put an end to all inteftinc 
divifions and difcords ; and accordingly a peace was concluded 
between the Athenians and the people of JEgina, who were 
adtually at war. In the next place they appointed a general, 
the Athenians choofing Themiflocles, and the Spartans confer- 
ring the fupreme command of their forces upon Leonidas one 
of their kings. The only thine that now remained was, to 
determine in what place they fhould meet the Perfians, in 
order to difpute their entrance into Greece. After various 
propofals and difputes it was rcfolved, that they fhould fend a 
body of four thoufand men to Thermopylae, which is a narrow 
puis, being but 25 foot broad, between the mountains that 

* Hero, ibid. c. 108—132. 
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divide Thejfaly from Greete, and the only way through which 

the Perjiam could enter Attica ; and advance by land to Athens. 

The command of this fmall body was given to Leonidas, a 

prince of extraordinary courage, who accordingly marched 

with all poffible expedition to his poft, determined either to 

ftop the innumerable army of Xerxes with that handful of 

men, or die in the attempt. Such was alfo the refolution of 

the 300 Spartans who attended him, and had been all chofen by 
himfelf. 

In the mean time Xerxes, advancing near the ftraights, was 
ftrangely furprifed to find that the Greeks were refolvedto dis- 
pute his paflage. For he had always flattered himfelf, that on 
his approach they would betake themfelves to flight, nor at- 
tempt to oppofe his innumerable forces with fo fmall a body, 
their whole army cenfifting of but eleven thoufand two hun- 
dred men, and of thefc fcarce four thoufand being employed 
to defend the pa&. He fent out a fcouton horfeback to view 
their numbers, and difcover how they were encamped. The 
fcout brought back word, that the Lacedemonians were, fome 
performing their military exercifes, and others putting their 
hair in order 5 for their cuftom was, as Damaratus (F), who 
was then in the Perjian camp, informed the king, to comb 
and put in order their hair when they were to expofe their lives 
to the grcateft dangers. However, Xerxes, entertaining ftill 
fome hopes of their flight, waited four days, without under- 
taking any thing, on purpofe to give them time to retreat. 
During this time he ufed his utmoft endeavours to gain and 
corrupt Leonid as , promifing to make him matter of all Greece, 
if he would come over to his party. His offers being rejected 
by that public-fpirited prince with contempt and indignation, 
the king ordered him by a herald to deliver up his arms. 
Leonidas, in aftyle and with a fpirit truly Laconical, anfwer- 

(F^ Damaratus was one of the two kings of Sparta, who, be- 
ing banifhed by the adverfe party, had fought refuge at the Perjiam 
court, where he was entertained with the greateft marks of honour 
and diftinction. As the courtiers were one day exprefling their 
furprife, that a king mould fuffer himfelf to be banilhed, Damara- 
tus told them, that at Sparta the Iaw9 were more powerful than 
the king. This prince was in great eltecm at the Perjian court, but 
neither the injuftice of the Spartan citizens, nor the kind treatment 
of the Perjian king, could make him forget his country. He no 
fooner knew that Xerxes defigned to invade Greece, but he fecretly 
acquainted the Greeks with his refolution, and on all occafions fpotce 
his fentiments to the king with a noble freedom and dignity f 52). 

(52) Plutarch, in Apoph. Lacorr. p. 2ZO. 
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ed him in a few words ; Com tbyfelf and take them \ Xerxes 
at this anfwer, tranfported with rage commanded the Medes 
and Cijjians to march againft them* take them all alive, and 
bring them in fetters to him. The Medes, not able to ftand 
the fhock of the brave Greeks^ foon betook themfelves to 
flight, and fhewed, as our author obferves, that Xerxes had 
many men but few foldiers. In their room Hydarnes was 
ordered to advance with that body which was called immortal^ 
and confifted of ten thoufand chofen men. But when they 
came to clofe with the Greeks, they fucceeded no better than 
the Medes and Cijftans, being obliged to retire with great 
flaughter. The next day, the Perfians, reflecting on the 
fmall number of their enemies, and fuppofing fo many of them 
to be wounded that they could not poflibly maintain a fecond 
fight, refolved to make another attempt, but could not by 
any efforts make the Greeks give way ; on the contrary, they 
were themfelves put to a fhameful flight. The valour of the 
Greeks exerted itfelf on this occafion in fuch an extraordinary 
manner, that Xerxes is faid to have three times leaped out of 
his throne, apprehending the entire deftrudtion of his army *. 

Xerxes, having loft all hopes of forcing his way through 
troops that were determined to conquer or die, was extremely 
perplexed and doubtful what meafures he fliould take in this 
pofture of affairs ; when one Ephialtes a Melian, in expecta- 
tion of a great reward, came to him, and difcovered a fecret 
paffage to the top of the hill, which overlooked and com- 
manded the Spartan forces. The king immediately ordered 
Hydarnes thither with his felect body of ten thoufand Perfians, 
who marching all night arrived at break of day, and poffefled 
themfelves of that advantageous port. The Phoceans, who de- 
fended this pafs, being over-powered by the enemies numbers, 
retired with precipitation to the very top of the mountain, 
prepared to die gallantly. But Hydarnes, neglecting to pur- 
fue them, inarched down the mountain with all poflible expe- 
ditiori, in order to attack thofe who defended the ftraights in 
the rear. Leonidas, being now apprifed, that it was impoflible 
to bear up againft the enemy, obliged the reft of his allies to 
retire, hut Hayed himfclf with the Tbefpians, Thehans, and 
tit roe hundred Lacedemonians, all refolved to die with their 
leader, who being told by the oracle, that either Sparta fliould 
be deftroyed or the king lofe his life, determined, without 
the leaft heiitatjon, to facrificc himfclf for his country. The 
ihehans indeed remained againft their inclination, being de- 

* Pr. uta n en . in Apoph. La con. p. 225. 1 Hlrodot. c. 210. 
Dionoa. Sicul. p. 6, Ctes 1 as in Perficis, c. 23. 
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tained by Leonidas as hoftages, for they were fufpe&ed to fe- 
Tour the Perfians. The Tbefpians with their leader Demophi- 
Ins could not by any means be prevailed upon to abandon 
Leonidas and the Spartans. The augur A4egi/?ias, who had 
foretold the event of this cnterprize, being prefled by Leonidas 
to retire, fent home his only fon, but remained hifnfelf and 
died by Leonidas. Thofe who ftayed did not feed themfelve* 
with any hopes of conquering or efcaping, but looked upon 
Tbermopyla as their graves. And when Leonidas, exhorting 
them to take fome nourifhment, faid, that they fliould all fup 
together with Pluto, with one accord they fet up a fhout of 
joy, as if they had been invited to a banquet k. 

Xerxes , after pouring out a libation at the rifing of the fun, 
began to move with the whole body of his army, as he had 
been advifed by Epbialtes. Upon their approach, Leonidas 
advanced to the broadcft part of the pafTage, and fell upon the 
enemy with fuch an undaunted courage and refolution, that 
the Perfian officers were obliged to ftand behind the divifiont 
they commanded, in order to prevent the flight of their men, 
who, not being able to ftand fo violent a fhock, would, with- 
out that precaution, have immediately turned their backs. 
Great numbers of the enemies falling into the fea were drown- 
ed, others were trampled under foot by their own men, and 
a great many killed by the Greeks, who, knowing they could 
not avoid death, upon the arrival of thofe who were advancing 
to fall upon the rear, exerted their utmoft efforts. In this 
action fell the brave Leonidas, which Abrocomes and Hyparan- 
thasy two of the brothers of Xerxcs y obferving, advanced 
with great refolution to feize his body and carry it in triumph 
to Xerxes. But the Lacedemonians, more eager to defend it 
than their own lives, repulfed the enemy four times, killed 
both the brothers of Xerxes with many other commanders of 
diftindtion, and refcued the body of their beloved general out 
of the enemies hands. But in the mean time the army, that 
was led by the treacherous Epbialtes, advancing to attack the 
rear, they retired to the narroweft place of the pafTage, and 
drawing all together, except the Tbebans, poftcd themfelvcs 
on a rifing ground. In this place they made head againft the 
Per/tans, who poured in upon them on all fides, till at length 
not vanquifhed, but opprclfcd and overwhelmed by number*, 
they all fell, except one who efcaped to Sparta, where he was 
treated as a coward and a traytor to his country, every one 
avoiding his company, and giving him the ignominous nick- 

* Idem 212. Diodor. Sicul. p. 7. CrriiAi ubi fupra. c. 
24. 
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name of Arljtodcmus the run-away (G) ; but not long after 
he made a glorious reparation of his fault in the battle of Plat<ta % 
where he diftinguifked himfelf in an extraordinary manner* 
Thofe who fignalizid themfelves moft among the Lacedemo- 
nians were Alpheus and Maron 9 both fons of OriJiphantus y 
among the Thefpians Dithyr ambus , but above all Leonidas and 
Dieneces ; Dieneees was a Spartan , and diftinguifhed himfelf 
on this occalion above all his countrymen, the king excepted. 
When a Trachinian told him before the battle that the ar- 
my of die Barbarians was fo numerous, that with one flight 
of their arrows they would hide the fun, he anfwered, with- 
out betraying the leaft fear, that he was glad to hear it, be* 
caufe he liked to fight in the {hade. Xerxes enraged againft 
Leonidas^ to the laft degree, for daring to oppofe him, caufed 
his head to be ftruck off, and his body to be put upon a crofs, 

{G) Some fay, as our author informs us (53), that Eurytus and 
Ariftodemus, both Spartans, being obliged by a violent diftemper in 
their eyes to retire to A/fenJ, were there fome time in fufpence 
whether they mould return to Sparta, or to Tbermopyl*, and there 
die with the reft of their country-men. At laft Eurytus, hearing that 
the Perfians had gained the top of the mountain, called for his 
armour, and ordered his fervant to lead him into the field of bat- 
tle (for he had almoft quite loft his fight) where he was killed. 
But Arifiodemas wanting courage ftaid at Alpeni, and after the battle 
returned fafe to Sparta. Others fay, that both Eurytus and Arifio- 
demus had been difpatched fome- whither with orders from the army, 
and that the latter might have been back before the fight, but 
delayed on pnrpofe to avoid the danger, whereas his companion ar- 
rived in due time and died in the field. It is alfo faid, that another 
of the three hundred Spartans, by name Pantites, furvived this action 
and returned to Sparta. But not being able to bear the reproaches 
of the Spartans he laid violent hands on himfelf. As for the Tbtbans 
and their general Ltontides, they were obliged for fome time to fight 
againft the Perfians in conjunction with the other Greeks. But they 
no fooner faw the Perfians defcending the hill to attack them in the 
rear, but they abandoned the reft of their allies, and approaching 
the Perfians with their arms ftretched out, told them, that they had 
always favoured the Perfians, that they had been the firft among the 
Greeks to prefent them with earth and water, and that they were 
come to Thermopyl* againft their will, and no ways guilty of the 
lofs they had fuitained. Thus the Thebans faved their lives, though 
the enemies killed many of them as they advanced to furrender 
themfelves. Many others were by command of Xerxes branded 
with the royal mark as flaves, and among thefe was Leontides their 
general C54;. 

C53) Heredot, nbi fupra* (54) Idem, ubi fupra. 
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which barbarous treatment redounded more to his own ignominy 
than to the difhonour of that great hero. Some time after a 
magnificent monument was ere died at Thermopylae in honour 
of thofe brave defenders of Greece, with two infcriptions, the 
one general and relating to all thofe who died on this occafion, 
importing, that the Greeks of Peloponnefus to the number on* 
ly of four thoufand made head againft the Per/tan army con- 
lifting of three milions : the other related to the Spartans in 
particular, and was compofed by the poet Simonides to this 
purport : Go, pajfenger, and acquaint the Spartans, that we 
died here in obedience to their juji commands. At thofe tombs 
a funeral oration was yearly pronounced in honour of the dead 
heroes, and public games performed with great folemnity, 
wherein none but the Lacademonians and Thefpians had any 
fhare, to fhew that they alone were concerned in the glorious 
defence of Thermopylae '(H). 

Xerxes on this occafion loft 20,000 men; and being fenfible 
that fo great a lots was capable of alarming and difcouraging 
his friends, he caufed all thofe that were killed, except a 
thoufand, whofe bodies he left in the field, to be privately 
buried, and then proceeded in his march through Boeotia to 
Attica^ where he arrived four months after he had palled the 
HellefponU 

The very fame day, on which happened the glorious afii* 
on at Thermopylae, the two fleets engaged at Artemifium a pro- 
montory of Eubcea. That of the Greeks conlifted of 271 
lail ; but the Perjian fleet was far more numerous, though 
they had loft a few days before, in a violent ftorm which con- 
tinued four days, above 400 lhips. Notwithftanding this lofs 
they fent 200 lhips with orders to fail round the ifland of Eubaea 
and encompafs the Grecian fleet, that none of their lhips might 
efcape. The Greeks , having intelligence of this defign, fet 
lail in the night-time in order to attack them by day- break. 
But having miffed this fquadron, they advanced to Aphetar 
where the whole Perfian fleet lay, and after feveral encoun- 
ters, in which the Athenians gained confiderable advantagesy 

1 Idem, ibid. c. 238. 8c feq, 

(H) There was befides thefe infcriptions a third relating to the 
augur Megiftiaj, expreiled in thefe words : Under this ftonelies divine 
MegifUas Jfain by the Medes ; with an undaunted heart he faiv hit 
fate approaching, and refufed to li*ue % when the Spartans bad rrfolued 
to die (5 s). 

(55) Idem, ibid. fef. 
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they came to a general engagement, which was very obfti- 
nate, and the fuccefs pretty equal. However, the Greeks 
found it neceflary, their fhips having luffered a great deal, to 
retire to fome fafcr place to refit, and accordingly fteered their 
courfe to the ftraights of Salamis, a fmall ifland very near, 
and over-againft, Attica. Though the engagement at Arte- 
mifium did not bring matters to an abfolute decifion, yet it 
contributed greatly to encourage the Athenians ^ who were 
now convinced, that the enemies, notwithftanding their 
great number, were not invincible m . 

As Xerxes entered Attica^ the Athenians^ not being 
in a condition to make head againft fo powerful an army, 
were prevailed upon by Themijiocles to put all the citizens on 
board the fleet, to fecure their wives and children in Salami's, 
JEgina^ and Traexene^ and to abandon the city of Athens* 
which they were no-ways in a condition to defend. The 
Per/tans, arriving in the neighbourhood of Athens , wafted the 
whole country putting all to fire and fword. A detachment 
was fent to plunder the temple of Apollo at Delphos, which 
was exceeding rich, by reafon of the many offerings and dona- 
tives fent thither from all the parts of the eaft. If we may 
believe what Herodotus , and Diodorus Siculus relate of this 
matter, the Per/tans no fooner advanced near the temple of 
Minerva^ but a violent ftorm arifing, accompanied with im- 
petuous winds, thunder, and lightning, two great rocks 
rolled down from mount ParnaJJus, and crufhed the greateft 
part of that detachment. The main body of the army arri- 
ving at Athens found it defcrted by all its inhabitants, except 
a fmall number of citizens, who, literally interpreting Apollo's 
oracle, 'That Athens jhould be faved by wooden walls^ had for- 
tified that place with boards and palifadoes. They defended 
themfelvei with incredible courage and refolution, and at laft, 
as they would hearken to no terms of accommodation whatfo- 
cver, were all cut in pieces. Xerxes burnt the city and all 
its temples down to the ground, and immediately difpatched 
a mefienger to Sufa 9 with the agreeable news of his fuccefr, 
to his uncle Artabamis, in whofe hands he had left the govern- 
ment during his abfence n . 

In the mean time the Grecian fleet being reinforced by a 
great many Ihips, which joined them from feveral parts of 
Greece, to the number of 300 fail, Eurybiadcs, commander 
in chief of all the naval forces, fummoned a council, in order 
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to confult about the meafures that feemcd moft proper in 
the prefent ftate of affairs. In this council a great debate 
arofe among the commanders ; fome, and among thefe Eu- 
rybiades) were for retiring to the IJihmus of Corinth, that 
they might be nearer the army, which guarded that paflage 
under the command of Cleombrotus the brother of L'eonidas. 
Others, at the head of whom was Themijiocles who command- 
ed the Athenian fleet, were for remaining at S a la mis, the moll 
advantageous place they could choofe to engage the numerous 
fleet of the enemies. For in the frraights of Salamis the Per- 
Jians could not, by reafon of the narrownefs of the fea, ex • 
tend their line beyond that of the Greeks , and confequently 
would be obliged to fight upon equal terms, without reaping 
any advantage from their numbers. After many warm dis- 
putes, Eurybiades with all the other commanders came over 
to the opinion of Themijlocles, fearing that the Athenians y 
whofe fhips made up above one half of the fleet, would Separate 
from the allies, if they abandoned that poft, as Themiftocles 
in his fpeech had infinuated. It was therefore unanimoufly re- 
vived, that in the ftraights of Salamis they fhould wait for 
the Per/tan fleet, and there engage them °. 

A council of war likewife was held on the fide of the Per- 
Jians ', in order to determine whether they ihould hazard a na- 
val engagement, or no. All the commanders were for engag- 
ing, becaufe they knew this advice to be moft agre sable to the 
king's inclinations. Queen Artemijia was the only perfon that 
oppofed this resolution; She was queen of Halicarnajfus^ and 
followed Xerxes in this war with five (hips, the beft equipped 
of any in the fleet, except thofc of the Sidonians. This prin- 
cefs diftinguiflicd herfelf on all occafions by her lingular cou- 
rage, and ftill more by her prudence and conduct ; for our au- 
thor obferves, that there was not one who gave Xerxes fo good 
advice as this heroine. She repreiented, in the council of war 
we arc fpeaking of, the dangerous confequenccs of engaging 
a people that were far more expert in maritime affairs than 
the Per/tans, alledging, that the lofs of a battle at fea would 
be attended with the ruin of their army ; whereas, by /"pin- 
ning out the war and advancing into the heart of Greece, they 
would create jealoulies and divifions among their enemies, 
who would Separate from one another, in order to defend each 
of them their own country, and that then the king might, 
almoft without ftrikinga blow, make himfclf matter of Greece* 

• Idem, 1. viii. c. 56. Sc feq. 

Via. IV. 4G Thl < 



The Hijlory of the Pcrfians. 



Book I 



This advice, though very prudent, was not followed, but an 
engagement unanimoufly refolved upon. Xerxes , in order 
to encourage his men with his prefence, caufed a throne to be 
ere&ed on the top of an eminence, whence he might fafely be- 
hold whatever happened, having feveral fcribes about him 
to write down the names of fuch, as fhould fignalize them- 
felves againft the enemies. The approach of the Perjian 
fleet, with the news that a ftrong detachment from the army 
was marching againft Cleombrotus who defended the Ijlhmus y 
ftruck fuch a terror into the F } eloponncfians , that they could 
not by any entreaties be prevailed upon to ftay any longer at 
Salamis. Being therefore determined to put to fea and fail to 
the IJihmtts^ Themijlocles privately difpatched a trufty friend to 
the Perjian commanders, informing them of the intended 
flight, and exhorting them to fend part of their fleet round 
the ifiand in order to prevent their efcape. The fame mef- 
fenger affurcd Xerxes j that Themijlocles, who had fent him 
that advice, defigned to join the Perfians, as foonas the battle 
began with all the Athenian (hips. The king, giving credit 
to all he faid, immediately commanded a ftrong fquadron to 
fail round the ifland in the night, in order to cut ofF the ene- 
mies flight. Early next morning, as the P eloponneftans were 
preparing to fet fail, they found themfelves encompafTed on 
all fides by the Perjian fleet, and were againft their will ob- 
liged to remain in the ftraights of Salamis, and expofe them- 
felves to the fame dangers with their allies. The Grecian 
fleet confifted of 380 fail, that of the Perfians of 2000 and 
upwards. Thonijloclcs avoided the engagement, till a certain 
wind, which roie regularly every day at the fame time and 
was entirely contrary to the enemy, began to blow. As 
fcon as he found himfelf favoured by this wind he gave the 
iignal for battle. The Perjians, knowing that they fought 
under their king's eye, advanced with great refolution, but 
the wind blowing diredtly in their faces, and the largenefs 
and number of their fhips embarrafling them in a place fo 
ft rait and narrow, their courage foon abated ; which the Greeks 
cbfervin?; ufed fuch efforts, that in afhort time, breaking in- 
to the Perjian fleet, they entirely difordered them, fome 
flying towards Phalerus, where their army lay encamped, 
otlicia favin** themfelves in the harbours of the neighbouring 
iflands. "J lie lonians were the firft that betook themfelves to 
flight. Hut cjuccn Artemijia diftinguifhed herfelf above all the 
reft, her /hips being the laft that fled, which Xerxes obferving 
cried out, that the men behaved like women, and the women 

with the courage and intrepidity of men. The Athenians 

were 
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were fo incenfed againft her, that they offered a reward of ten 
thou land drachmas to any one that mould take her alive ; 
but flie in fpite of all their efforts got clear of the fnips that 
purfued her, and arrived fafe on the coaft of Afia. In this 
engagement, which was one of the mod memorable actions we 
find recorded in hiftory, the Grecians loft 40 mips, and the 
Perfians 200, be fides a great many more that were taken with 
all the men and ammunition they carried. Many of their 
allies dreading the king's cruelty made the beft of their way to 
their refpe£tive countries. Xerxes? being under no fmall appre- 
henfion, left the conquerors mould fail to the Hellefpont and 
there obftrudt his return, left Alardonius in Greece with an 
army of 300,000 men, and marched with the reft towards 
'Thrace in order to crofs the Hellefpont. As no provifions had 
been prepared before-hand, his army underwent great hard- 
fhips during the whole time of his march, which laftcd five 
and forty days. The foldiers were obliged to live upon herbs, 
and even the bark and leaves of trees, which occafioned in- 
numerable diftempers, that fwept off the greater part of them. 
The king finding that his army was not in a condition to pur- 
fue the march fo expeditioufly as he defired, advanced with 
a fmall retinue, leaving the reft behind ; but when he ar- 
rived at the Hellefpont 1 he found the bridge broken down by 
the violence of the ftorms, and was reduced to the neceffi- 
ty of croffing over in a fiftiing-boat. From the Hellefpont 
he continued his flight to Sardis, where he took up his quar- 
ters for the enfuing year p. 

The firft thing the Athenians took care cf after the bat- 
tle was, to fend the firft-fruits of their viclory to Delphos, 
where they enriched the temple with the fpoils of thofe who 
not Jong before had pillaged it. Their next thought was to 
reward thole who had fignalized thcmfelves above the reft. 
It was a cuftom in Greece? that after an engagement the com- 
manding officers mould declare, who, in their opinion, had 
mo ft diftinguifhed themfelves during the conflict, by writing 
down the names of the pcrfon that defcrved the firft, and of 
him who defer ved the fecond prize. On this occafiGn each 
captain, being ambitious of that honour, wrote down his own 
name in the firft place, and in the fecond the name of The- 
mijhcles, which plainly proved, that he defcrved the pre- 
ference to all. And accordingly he was diflinguiihed with 
honours which to that time had never bee. n bcftowcJ upon any 

l> Idem, c 1 30. 
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other, as we ihall have occafion to relate in the hiftory of 

Greece 1 . 

About the fame time that the aftions of Thermopylae and 
Salamis happened, .the formidable army of the Carthaginians , 
confifting of 300,000 men, was entirely defeated by Gele 
king of Syracufe. We fliall give a particular account of this 
victory in the hiftory of the Carthaginians. 



* Idem, 1x7. Justin. 1. ii. $ 13, 
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BIJAM or Abijah king of Judah, 22. Defeats 
/ \ Jeroboam's army, it. 
/ \ Abraham, the Perftans give out that they had their 

religion from him, 505. Not probable that he 
lived among them, 506. 
Achamenes, king of Per/ia, 52 x. 

Adiabene, a province of antient AJJyria, 124. This name 

given fometimes to the whole, it. (D). 
Adramelech, an AJfyrian deity, how reprefented, 132. 
Ahafuerus, al. AJfyages, king of Media, 394. 
Abaz, king of Judah, invaded by £4/001 and the Ifr a elites * 

72. His idolatries and death, 73. 
Ahaiiah fucceeds his father 34. Confults Beelzebub, 

ib. Dies, /£. 

Abijah foretels to 'Jeroboam the ruin of his family, 20* 
Ahriman, the Perjic name for the devil, 510. Was written 

inverted, ib. Believed to have been created out of dark- 

Jiefs, 511. His war with God, it. 



Aladin, 



6o6 INDEX. 

Ala din, his fham paradife in the valley of Mulebet, 413, and 
note (E). 

Alexander the fon of Amyntas, king of Macedon, his noble re- 
venge againft the Perfians, 568. 

Amafiah fucceeds his father Joajh, 57. His fuccefs againft 
the Edomites, 58. His idolatry, ib. Defeated by the 
king of IJrael, 59. Taken prifoner 61. Is murder- 
ed, ib. 

Arnafis, king of Egypt , his body dug up and abufed by Cam- 

' hfi s > 550- 

Amittai, the father of Jonah , or Jonas, 62, (A). 
Amman, king of Judah, his idolatry ? 91. And death, /£. 
Anamelecb, z.a AJ/yri an deity , how reprefented, 132. 
^/V, the Egyptian God, killed by Cambyfes, 552. 
Apolloniatis, a province of AJfyria^ 124. 
Apronadius, king tff Babylon, reigns fix years, 299. 
Arabians, their tribute to the kings of Perjia, 495. 
Arachofia, a province of Perjia, defcribed, 413. 
Araxes, river in Perfia, 409. 

jfrbaces, firft king of Media, his reign and conquefts, 377. 
Arbclitis, a province of AJJyria, 124. 
Arbianes, king of the Medes, 378. 

j/r/tf, a province of Perjia, defcribed, 418. Whether the 

fame with Ariana, ib, note (Kj. 
Arijlagoras rebels againft Darius, 571. His death, 575. 
Arrapachitis, a province of AJJyria, 124. 
Ariabanus, Xerxes 1 * uncle, endeavours to difluade Xerxes 
from his expedition againft Greece, 586. Terrified by a 
phantom changes his opinion, & (C). 
Artacene, a province of AJJyria, 125. 



Artaus, king of the Medes, 286. 
Artaphcrnes and Z>a//j Per/tan generals againft the Athenians > 
.577. Shamefully beaten by them at the battle of Mara- 
thon, 579. 

Artcmifia, queen, diverts Xerxes from engaging the Greeks at 

fea, 601. Her bravery, 602. 
Artaus or Arteus, 

JrfZrrvs, £ kings of 37 8 & 379- 

Artyncs, 

AJa, king of Judah, his piety, 23. His victory over the 
Cujhites, 24. M ikes an alliance with Benhadad king of 
Affyria, ib. Mis difeafe and death, 

J^?/ foetid* of Perjia defcribed, 436. 
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Ajfar-addin, the Efar-baddon of fcripture, vid. Efar-baddon. 

AJfes of Arabia, very docile and ufeful, 442. 

AJfyria, derived from AJbur, 122- Proper AJfyria, its an- 
tient extent, 123- What the Greeks and Latins mean by 
AJfyria uncertain, ib. (B). Aland of plenty, 124, & (C). 
Now a defert and wildernefs, ib. Its divifion, ib. In pro- 
phane accounts the firft, in fcripture the fecond moft an- 
ticnt kingdom, 127. Founded by AJ})ur>and not by Nim- 
rod, ib. Its antiquity, 129. Government, 130, 

AJfyrian empire, when begun, 366. 

Ajfyrians, their religion, 131, & feq. Paid particular devo- 
tion to fifhes, 133. Why, ib. And to doves, 159, & 
(P), 174, & (I). Their antiquity, 127, & feq. Go- 
vernment, 130, & feq. Laws, religion, cuftoms, arts, 
language, &c. 131, & feq. The AJfyrian chronology, 
to the fall of the empire, 133, & feq. A table of the 
fucceffion of the AJfyrian kings, according to Eufebius 

and Syncellus, 138, & feq. 

Aftyages, vide Ahafuerus, whether fucceeded by Cyaxares II. 
or by Cyrus, 405, note. His two dreams concerning his 
daughter, 522. Interpreted by the Magi, ib. Marries 
her to Cambyfes an obfeure pcrfon, ib. Orders her child 
to be murdered, 522, & 523. His cruelty to Harpagus 
for not obeying, 526. Revenge on the Magi for their 
wrong advice, 529. Defeated by Cyrus, and kept prifoner 
to his death, 530. 

Athaliab's impious reign, 52. Purfues David's race, 53. 

Athenians afliii: the lonians again ft the Perftans, 573. Their 
treatment of Darius' & heralds, 577. Invaded and diftreffed 
by him, 578. Gain a complete victory over him by fea and 
land, 579. Prepare againft Xerxes, 594. Defeat the Per* 
fian fleet, 602. 

Jtbos the mountain of, a paflage cut through it by Xerxes 9 
588. 

Atropatene, part of Media, defcribed, 356. 

Attica invaded by Xerxes, 600. 

Aturia, or Atyria a province of AJfyria, ia^. 

Axariab fucceeds his father Amajiah, 6f. His, piety and 
fucceis, 66. Attempting to infringe upon the prieftly 
office, is fmitten with leprofy, deprived of the regal power, 
fcV. 67, &feq. Dies, 68, 
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B. 

J^JJSHJ fuccceds Jeroboam, 23. His death, 25- 

Babylon faid by fome to have been built by Semiramis, 164- 
Her contrivance to have it built in a fliort time, 165. A 
name borrowed from the tower and city of Babel, 224. 
Other names of this kingdom, 223- The name of Baby- 
lon properly ufed for the parts between the rivers Tigris 
and Euphrates, 224. Its divifions, extent, fituation, and 
boundaries, ib. Its climate and fertility, 226. Produc- 
tions, rivers, canals, fsfc. 227. Natural and artificial rari- 
ties, 232. Antiquity of this kingdom, ib. Its govern- 
ment, 234, & 235. The civil and military offices of its 
princes, 236. Their houlhold, ib. Their laws, 237, 
&238. Punifhments, ib. This kingdom when founded, 
283. The city defcribed, 321, & feq. Its walls, ib. 
Temple of Belus, 327. Two palaces, 330. The hang- 
ing gardens, ib. The banks, artificial canals, and lakes, 
331. When, and by whom, taken, 395, & feq. 

Babylon the fall of, according to Herodotus, 347. According 
to Berofus and Megajlhenes, 348. According toXenophon, 
ib. According to Daniel, 349. 

Babylonians, their religion, &c. 238, & feq. Their deities, 
256, & feq. Firft authors of human facrifices, 262. Their 
cuftoms, 265. Sale of virgins pradtifed among them, ib, 
Proftitutc their women to Penus, 266. Their manner of 
treating the fick, and burials, 267- Their character, ib. 
Their drefs, 268. Their arts, 274. Their mufic, poe- 
try, phyfic, language, architefture, manufactures and fine 
Jinen, their particular tribes and commerce, &c. 275, & 
feq. Their mighty riches, 277, (X). Their chronology 
278, & feq. Table of the fucceffion of the Babylonian kings 
according to Ptolemy 9 * aftronomical canon, and the eccle- 
fialtical account in Syncellus, 279. Of the kings of Baby- 
lon that immediately fucceeded Nimrod, 282. Babylonians 
and Ajfyrians two branches of one empire* 289. The 
kingdom of Babylon in fubje&ion to that of Affyria, 291* 
Revolt from the Perjians, 564. Straitly beiieged by 
Darius, 565. Their bloody method of flopping all ufe- 
lefs mouths, ib. Surrender to Darius, 566. 

Batlra the city of, befieged and taken by Ninus, 162. The 
taking of it afcribed to a ftratagem of Semiramis, ib. 

J&aciria, or Baftriana, a province of Perjia, defcribed, 416* 

BaruchK 
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Baruc, Jeremiah's fcribe, 103. 

Be lefts 9 the Babylonian, ftirs up Arbaces to rebel again ft 
Sardanapalus, by alluring him, that he fliould drive him 
* from the throne, and become lord of all his dominions, 180. 
His refolution and obftinacy,. though feveral times defeated, 
181, & feq. His ftory, 284. 
Belibus, king of Babylon, fucceeds to the firft inter-reign, 

and reigns three years, 299. 
Beljhazzar, mentioned by Daniel ', moft likely to have been 
Evil-merodach, 339. And not Nabonadius, 350. His 
vifion, 349. Interpreted by Daniel, ib. Sentiments of 
the learned about him, 398, note (C). 
Belus, the fame with Pa/, 243. A temple ere&ed to him in 
the city of Babylon, 244. To him was raifed the famous 
tower, ib. The tower defcribed, ib. & feq. Said by fome 
to have been the inventer of aftrology, 246. 
Benoth of both fexes, and fometimes worfhipped in the habit 
of a man, and fometimes of a woman, 249. Rites ufed in 
the worfhip of her, ib. The fame with the great Syrian god- 
defs, 250. Honoured by divers nations, ib. The fame 
with Derceto of Afcalon, 251. Was worfhipped as Semi- 
ramis, 252. Called the celeftial Venus, and faid to have 
. been firft of all worfhipped by the AJfyrians, 249 • 
Beth jh earn, taken by the Scythians, 387. 
Bezoar (Per/ic) an account of it, 446, & feq. 
Boat, a dreadful punifhment among the Perfians, 479. & 
feq. 

Brygcs, a people of Thrace, deftroy part of Darius's army, 
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f^ABOUL, a famous city of Perjia. defcribed, 414, note 

(F). 

Caduftans, a barbarous peoplej 356, Revolt from the Medcs, 

378- 

Calacine, or Galachene, a province of AJfyria, 124. 
Ca?nbyfes, an obfeure Per/tan, married to Mandane, 522. 

Cambyfes, die foil of Cyrus, fucceeJs him, 547. Called in 
fcnpiure AbaJ tier its, ib. Conquers Egypt, 548. Puts the 
Egyptian king to death, 549. His expedition again It the 
Ethiopians, 55 1. His army forced to eat one another, 
ib. Kills the Egyptian Apis at Alemphis, 552. Some 
inftanccs of his muunefs and cruelty, 55 ?, oC Icq. Dies 
at Ecbatan, according to the oracle, 55 6. 

Vol. IV. 4 II Camels 
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Camels of Perjia, defcribed, 442, & feq. 
Caprus, a river of AJfyria, 126, 

Carchemejh, or Clrcejium^ or Circutium, a confiderable towre 
on the Me fop ot a mi an fide of the Euphrates , 304. Taken 
from the Egyptians by Nabocolajfar, 307. 

Car mania j a province of Perfia, defcribed, 411. 

Cafpian fea defcribed , 361. 

{freights where ficuate,. 359. 

Cavalry not ufed in Perfta till after Cyraj 533, note (G). 

Chaldeca, whence fo called, 224- What country comprifed 
under the name of the proper Chaldaa, ib. Its divifions, 
extent, fituation and boundaries, ib. Climate and fertility, 
226. Productions, rivers, canals, natural and artificial 
rarities, 227, & feq. 

Chaldeans 1 or Chaldees, as diftin£r. from the Babylonians, 
were their priefts, 338. Their tenets, ib. &c feq. Authors 
of the Sabian religion, 339. Their learning not had from 
the Egyptians, 268. An account of it, ib. & feq. Their 
manner of inftitution, 271. Their doctrine about the 
world, ib. More aftrologers than aftronomers, 272. Syf- 
tern of their aftrology, it. Their boafted learning con • 
demned, 273. Chaldeans , next to the Armenians, the 
moft valiant race of men under the Babylonian princes, 342. 
Subdued by Cyrus, ib. 

Chalonitis, a province of Ajfyria, 125. 

Chariots of war, by whom invented, 485, (I). Thofe of Cy- 
rus defcribed, 537. 
Chifizirus king of Babylon 297. 

Choaj'pes river, whether the fame with the Euleus, 475, note 

(E). 

Chyniladan, king of Ajfyria, fuppofed, upon good grounds, 
to be the Nabuchodonofor of fcripture, 205, & ( Qj, & 
300. Calls in all the nations fubjedt to the AJfyrian em- 
pire, to war againft the Medes, 207. Defeats the Medes, 
gets pofTeflion of all their cities, demolifhes Ecbatan capital 
of Media, and kills Arphaxad their king, 208. Enter- 
tains his captains in banquets and revels for the fpace of 
120 days, 209. vid- Nabuchodonofor. 

Cidaris, or Pei'fian diadem, defcribed, 473. 

Colchians^ their tribute to the kings of Perfta, 495. 

Cnrfus allied with the king of Babylon, 537. Commands his 

army a ainft Cyrus, ib. Taken prifoner at Sardis, 540. 

Saved ar.d f uttered to enjoy the title and authority of 
kio<j, H. 
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Cfe/Ias of Cnidos, his chara&er, 142. His hiftory of the 
AJJyrian kings, a grote forgery, ib. An abridgment of it, 

150, & feq. 
Curdijlan, a province of Perjia, '428. 
Cujhites, defeated by A/a king of Judah, 24. 
Cutheans, the new inhabitants of Samaria , why fo called, 

79- 

Cyaxares I. king of Media, his character and exploits, 384. 
Defeated by the Scythians, 385, & feq. His treachery to 
them, 387. War with the Lydians, 388. Refumes the 
liege of Nineveh, 390. His other conquefts jointly with 
the king of Babylon, 392, & feq. 

Cyaxares II. His reign and war with NerigHJJar, 395. The 
Darius of Daniel, 396. Deftroys Babylon, ib. & feq. Di- 
vides the empire into 120 provinces, 397. Promotes Da- 
niel, ib. 

Cybele, her temple burnt at Sardis, 574. 

Cyprus revolts from the Perjians, 574. Reduced again, 575. 

Cyrus fubdues the Chaldeans next to Armenia, 342. Defeats 
NerigUJfar king of Babylon, ib. & 343. And Nabonadius 
Jaft king of Babylon, 347. Befieges and takes Babylon, 
and puts an end to the Babylonian empire, 348, & feq. 
Behaves kindly to Nabonadius, his prifoner, /£• His firfi 
exploit under his grand-father, 395. Fabulous* birth an4 
exploits according to Herodotus, 522. Brought up by the 
king's herdfman, 524. Difcovered and fen t to his parents, 
527,. His ftratagem to ftir up the Perjians, 528, &c. 
Conquers the Medes, 529. Keeps his grandfather prifoner, 
530. Kiljed by the queen of Scythia, ib. A more au- 
thentic account of him out of Xenophon, 531. Called out 
of Pcrfta by Cyaxares, 533. Aflifts him againft the king 
of Babylon, ibid. Kills that king, 535. Wars againft: 
Crcefus, 537, & feq. Takes him in Sardis, 540. His 
behaviour towards him, ib. & 541. Takes Babylon by 
ftratagem, 543. Afcends the throne, 544. His favour 
to the Jews, ib. & 545. Death, 546. 

r\ANIEL the prophet, fent captive to Babylon, 105, In- 
U tcrprcts Nebuchadnezzar's dream, 308, & icq. ]>y him 15 
raifed to great dignity, 310. Interprets to Bel/hazzar the 
myfterious words which that prince obfervrd an hand writ- 
ing on the wall, 349. Promoted under Cyaxares, 39;;. 
Delivered from the hons, 398. 
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Dark, an antient gold coin, 398, &481. 

Darius the Mede, vid. Cyaxares II. moft likely to have been 
Neriglijfar king of Babylon, 343. And not Nabonadius, 
350. Various fentiments about him, 398, note (C), & 

543- 

Darius? one of the Perfian nobles, chofen king by the neigh- 
ing of his horfe, 562. Revenue, 563. Long fiege of 
Babylon, 565. Takes > by ftratagem, 566. His unfuc- 
cefsful expedition againft Scyihia, ib, & feq. Fleet and 
conqueft of India, 569. War with the lonians, ib. & feq. 
Firft attempt againft Greece unfortunate, 576. Second 
attempt, 578. Numerous army, ib. Defeated by the 
Athenians, 579, & feq. His lofs at fea and land, 580. 
His defign againft Greece and Egypt* 582. His death and 
character. 584. 

Dates, Per/tan, their fyrup preferable to honey, 438. 

Datis, general of Darius, his expedition againft Greece, 578. 
Shameful defeat, 579, & 580. 

Dejoces, king of Media, founder of Ecbatan, 356, & 381, 
note fQj. His reign, 372. Policy to obtain the king- 
dom, 380. Turns tyrant, ib. Forbids his fubje£fa to ap- 
proach him, 381. 

Derceto, an AJJyridn deity, 132. Whether the Philijiinfi 
dagon, ib. 

Delphi, or ^elphos, plundered by Xerxes, 6oo, His dreadful 
puniftiment, ib. 

Dove, why in great refpeci among the AJfyrians, 159, note 
Drangiana, a province of Perfia i defcribed, 412. 
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EARTH and water demanded in token of fubje&ion, 486, 
& note (L). 

Ecbatan, metropolis of Pcrfia defcribed, 356. Said to have 
been built by Semiramis, 357, note (B). Razed by Na- 
bucho dona for, 383. 

Eclipfe of the fun foretold by Thales, 389. 

tisipt* conquered by Cambyfes, 549. Revolts againft Da- 

tins, 582. 

Egyptian <l tills, why harder than thofcof the Perftans, 58^, 
"note (N). 

£////», kin j of Ifracl mttrdcr*! by Zimri, ^5, 
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Elam, the kingdom of, on the river JJlai, to the eaftward of 
the Tigris, fubdued by Nebuchadnezzar, 311, 393, note 

(A), 471, & 520. 
Elam, the fon of Sbem* the father of the Perjians, 407, & 

note (A). 

Elijah^ many particulars relating to him, 26, (D)» Meets 
with Obadiah, 28. And ibid. His zeal againfl 

Zfatf/, ib. 

Elements j all reverenced by the Perjians, 506. Way and laws 

for preferving them from pollution, ib. & 507, 
Eretria, taken and deftroyedby the Per/tans, 578. 
Eretrjan prifoners fent to people Cijfta, 581. 
Efar-haddon, king of Affyria, fucceeds his father Sennacherib* 

201. Unites the kingdom of Babylon to that of AJfyria* 

202. Proves at firft kind to the Jewijh captives, ibid. 
Reduces quite Ifrael and Syria, ib. And tranfplants the 
inhabitants, ib. Invades the kingdom of Judah, takes 
king Manajfeh, and fends him in chains to Babylon, ibid. 
Subdues Egypt and Ethiopia, and tranfplants the inhabi- 
tants, 203. After a long reign dies, 204. Stiled in 
fcripture The great and noble Afnapper, ib. note (M). 

Evil-merodacb, Ilvoradam, or Ebidan-merodach, fucceeds his 
father Nabocolajfar^ or Nebuchadnezzar, 337. While re- 
gent for his father, when under diftxa&ion of mind, attacks 
unjuftly the Medes, and is defeated by them, 338. This 
falfe ftep greatly exafperates his father againft him, by 
whom he is imprifoned, ib. Succeeding to the throne, 
takes Jehoiachim out of prifon, and entertains him like a 
king, ib. Indulging himfelf in floth and wickednefs, be- 
comes intolerable to his fubjefts, and after a very fhort 
reign, is treacheroufly murdered by Neriglijfar, his filler's 
hulband, ib. Moft likely to have been the Beljhazzar of 
Daniel, 339. Proofs thereof, ib. & feq. Invades Media, 
395. Beaten, ib. Sentiments of the learned about him, 
398, & feq. note (C). 

Eunuchs, by whom firft made, 368, and note (I). 

Euphrates, its courfe, 230. An account of this great river, 
ib. & feq. The antient way of navigating it, 232. 

Eurybiades, Spartan admiral, furprizes the Perjian fleet, 60 I, 
& li;q. 
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IRE, in what fcnfe worfhipped by the antient Perfians y 
501. How preferved and fed, 503. A ceremony of 
praying to it, 513, and 514, 

G. 

(~*ADATES and Gobryas, two Babylonians of rank, cruelly 
treated by Laborofoarchod king of Babylon, 344. Said 
to have had a chief hand in the fubverfion of that empire, 
ib. 

Gardens hanging, of Babylon , defcribed, 330, & feq. 

Gaza, metropolis of Media, defcribed, 356. 

Gedaliah, the Jewrjh deputy, murdered by IJhmael in. 

Gedrofia, a province of Perjia, defcribed, 410. 

Gebazi, fervant to Elijfja, Jeprofy entailed upon him and his 

pofterity, 42, (O). 
Glafs made at Sbiras in Perfta, of a hard white ftone, 426, 

note (M). 
Gobryas, vid. Gadates. 

Gombroon, in Perfta, its deadly heats, 430, note (O). 
Gorgus, a river of AJfyria, 127, and note (I J. 
Greeks, their pride in flighting the records of other nations, 
and deftroying the Per/tan, 136. Invaded by Xerxes y 

591. Their brave defence, 596. Noble defence zlTher- 
mopyl<v, ib. Their fleet, 601. Victorious Over the Per* 

fans, 6C2. 
Gulpb, Perjia*, defcribed, 432, (P). 



j j AM AD AN* an opulent city of Parthi<i, 419. 

Hamilcar, general of Carthage, ferves under Xerxes, 588. 
Hanani the prophet reproves Afa, 24. 

Harpagus, commanded to kill young Cyras, delivers him to 
• Mltradtites, 523. Aftyages 9 * brutal revenge againft him, 

526. And his againft" the king, 529. 
Hecatortrpyios, metropolis of Partbia, 419, &: note (L^). 

The fame with I Hj pa ban, ib. 
Ilexekiab, king of "Judab, his good reign, 74. . Cau/es the 

temples to be opened and purified, ib. And a folemn paf- 

Ibver to be celebrated, 75. Invites Jfrael to it, 76. Se- 
veral 
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V£ra! of them come to the feaft, ib. Refufes to pay tri- 
bute to the king of AJfyria, 77. Recovered by his con- 
fidence in God from a dangerous diftemper, 81, & note 
(Sj. His vanity punifhed, 86, &feq. His death, 87. 
Uijli&us's treachery to the Scythians , 567, Rewarded by 
Darius , 569, note (Tj. Crucified for joining with the 
Ionians^ 576. 

Hijiory prophane, why fo corrupted in what regards Ajfyria^ 

HoloferneSy the chief captain of Chyniladan, or Nabuchodono- 
for y marches with a powerful army againft thofe who had 
refufed to attend his mafter in his war with Media ^ 210* 
& feq. Lays wafte whole countries, 211. Marches againft 
the yews who refolve to oppofe him, 212. Invefts Be- 
thulia^ and fets guards over their fprings of water, ib. & 
213. Killed by Judith during the liege, 213. 

Hojhea, the fon of £Iah 9 murders and fucceeds Pckah in the 
.kingdom of fjrael, 69. Routs and puts to the fword 
120,000 of Ahaz's bell fubjefts, 72. His troublefome 
reign, 74. 

Hyrcania* a province of Perfia, defcribed, 416. Abounds 

with wild beafls, 442, & feq. 
Hyjiafpes introduces learning into Perjia y 482. 

I. 

IDOLATRY, feveral opinions about the rife and progrefs of 
■* it, 112, & feq. Whatfeems to have been its true origin, 

113. . Several Heps of its progrefs, 239, & feq. 
jfeboabazy king of Ifrael^ his fhort reign, 100. Depofcd and 

carried captive into Egypt , 1 01. 
Jehoiachirfs wicked reign, 106. And captivity, ib. 

jehoiada, high-prieft places Joajh on the throne, 54. Caufes 
Athaliah to be put to death, ib+ Dies, 56. 

yehoiakim's wicked reign, 102. Commands the prophet U- 
riah to be put to death, ib . His tyrannies, rapines, blood- 
fhed, tfc. 104. His unhappy death, 105. 

yehoram, king of 'Judah, influenced by his wife Athaliah % 

falls into idolatry, 37. Punifhed for it, 38. His unhappv 
death, ib. 

Jchoram king of Ifraei, falls into idolatry, at the inflation 
of his mother Jezabel^ 37. His expedition againft Ra» 

moth-giUad} 44. Wounded at the liege, ib. His dearly 
46. 

yelnfljiiphat 
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Jehojhaphat king, his piety and fuccefe* 27. Reproved by 
the prophet Jehu? 34. His miraculous luccefs againft the 
Ammonites ; Moabites, &c. 36. His death, 37. 

Jehu the prophet, reproves Baajha for his idolatry, 25. 

Jehu anointed king of -Ifrael, 44. And proclaimed by found 
of trumpet, 45. Kills the kings of Ifrael and Judah, 
46- Caufes Jezebel to be thrown out of the window, ib. 
Puts to death Ahab's 70 fons, 47. And 42 princes of 
the houfe of Judah, ib. & 48* Deftroys Baal's priefls 
and temple, 51. His death, 52. 

Jeremiah , his lamentations on what occafion compofed, 100. 
The only poetic piece of that kind in holy writ, ib. De- 
nounces fevere judgments againft the Jews, unlefs they re- 
pent, 102- Accufed, ib. Foretells the Babylonijh capti- 
vity,. 103. Put in prifon, ib. His prophecies burnt by 
Jehoiakim, ib. Ill ufed by Zedekiah, 108. Well treated 
by Nebuchadnezzar 1 and lives after the captivity with 
Gedaliah, no* 

Jeroboam chofen king by the ten tribes, i8« His idolatry, 
19. Defeated by Abijah king of Judah, 22. Dies, ib. 

Jeroboam II. king of Ifrael, 62. Takes Damafcus and Ha- 
math, ib. His reign glorious, ib. His death, ib. 

Jerufalem, taken by Nebuchadnezzar, 104* Again ranfacked 
and ftriptby him, 106. The third time taken, plundered 
and burnt by the fame, 109, & 110. 

Jews, their city is taken, the temple burnt, and all, except 
fome of the meaner fort, carried into captivity, 109, & 
feq. Reftored by Cyrus, 545. His decree in their behalf, 
ib. Obftru&ed by the Samaritans, ib. Refume the build- 
ing of the temple under Darius, 564. Obtain a frefh de- 
cree from him, ib. 

Jezebel, wife to Ahab, and daughter to Ethbaal king of Z/- 
dorij 26. Stirs up Ahab to the murder of Naboth, 31. 
Her unhappy death, 46. 

India conquered by Darius, 569. 

Ingratitude^ punilhed by the Perjian laws, 488, & note (N). 
Jntaph$fms, one of the feven Perjian confpirators, 563. Put 

to death by Darius, ib. 
Joajh, king of Judah, is prefer ved from Athaliah's bloody 

hands, 53. Anointed and crowned king, 54. His piety 

and zeal, ib. His defe&ion, 56. 
Joajh, king of Ifrael, 57. Defeats Amafiah, 59. 
Unions, revolt from the Per/sans, 569. Succoured by the 

Athenians, 573. Their urniy dclhoyeJ by the Per/tans, 

S74, & 5/6. 

Jofiah, 
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Jojtab, king of Judah, miraculoufly promifed, 92. His 
good reign, ib. & feq. A total reformation in his king- 
dom, 93. Repairs the temple, 95. The book of the 
law found in his reign, ib. & (E)- The paflbver kept, 
98. Mortally wounded, 99, & feq. Dies at Jerufalem^ 
100. 

yotbam fucceeds his father Azariab in the kingdom of Ju~ 

dab) 69. Dies after a glorious reign, ib. 
Ifaiab heartens Ahaz, and frees him from all fear, 70. His 

prophecy of a virgin conceiving, ib. The miracle wrought 

by him to encourage He%ekiah,%\, & (T). 
IJhmael, one of the princes of Judah, murders Gedaliah, and 

all the Chaldeans about him, no, & feq.. And 8q 

Ifraelites, ibid. 
Ifraelites, vid. Jews. 
Ifraelitijh kingdom deftroyed, 78. 

Judith frees her country by putting to death Holof ernes, 213. 
Whether Judith a fictitious character, ib. (Y). Whafi 
credit to be given to this apochryphal book, ib. 

Jugceus, king of Babylon* 297- 

§ 

JQ/LAN, a fruitful province of Ptrfia, 417, (I). 



T ABOROSOARCHOD, or Labajfoarafe* falfely fup- 

pofed to have been the laft king of Babylon, 344. Hi* 
cruelty towards Gadates and Gobryas, ib. Murdered after 
having reigned but nine months, ib* Whether the Bel- 
Jhazzar of Daniel, 401, fub note (C). His tyranny, 535. 
Murdered, 536. 

Laodicea, a city in Media, defcribed, 358- 

Law, the book of the law found in the reign of king Jojiah, 
95. Agreed to have been thearchitype of Afofes, ib. (E). 

Leonidas, his brave anfwer to Xerxes, 596. His gallant 
death, 597. His body abufed by that monarch, 598. 

Leontidcs, Athenian general, branded by Xerxes, 598, fub fin. 

note (G). 
Libnah revolts from J eh or am, 38. 

Locujls, pernicious in Perfia, Cyprus, &c. 447. Deftroyed 

by an extraordinary bird, 448, & note, (R). 
Lycus, a river of AJJyr'w, 126. Why lb called, ib. (I). 
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M. 

lifAACHAHy the favourite wife of Refoboam, 21. 

Maazaiah, Ahaz's fon killed, 72. 
Madaiy the third fon of Japhety father of the MedtSy 355. 
Falfly affirmed the father of the Macedonians , 365, note 

(G). 

A&g7 of Ptrfia, enemies to idolatry, 501 - Aflerters of the 
one true God, it. Their care to preferve the elements 
pure, 507, & 508- Their fe£t almoft deftroyed by the 

PerfianSj 560. 

Mahmoudkery a famed Perjian river, 448* 

Manajfeh king, his wicked reign, 87. His idolatries, facri- 
leges 9 88. His murders, tyranny, &c. 89. His refer- 
able captivity, it. Reftored to his liberty, his repentance 
and reformation, go- His death, 91. 

Mandauces, king of Media's long reign, 377. 

Manna 9 Perjian defcribed, 435. 

Mardoc-empady the Merodach-baladan of the fcripture, who 
fent an embafly to Hezekiahy king of Judahy 297. The 
bufinefs of his embafly, 298. 

Mardonius's unfuccefsful attempt again ft Greece , 576. I* 
left by Xerxes with the command oC his army, 603. 

Margiana y a province of Perfia defcribed, 416. Its prodi- 
gious vines and grapes, it. note, (H ), 

Mattaniahy Vid. Zedekfah. 

MedeSy fhake off the AJJyrian yoke in the reign of Stnna* 
chcriby 202. Whence derived, 365. Their government, 
366. Adore their kings, 367- Cuftoms, religion, laws, 
&c. ib. & feq. Their chronology, 370, & feq. Subdued 
by Puly ib. Fall into anarchy, 372. Their kings from 

Dejocesy 374. Hiftory 375, & feq. 

Media defcribed, 355. Invaded by the Scytbiansy 385. 
The reft vide fub Medes. 

Medusy -the fuppofed founder of Media y 355, note (A). 

Memphis taken by Camtyjes 9 549* His cruelty to the citi- 
zens and priefts, 552. 

Menahem murders Solium king of Ifrael and feizes on the 
throne, 65. His cruelty, it. Invaded by Pul king of Af- 
fyrioy ib. Dies, 66. 

Menony the hulband of S emir ami Sy 160. 
Merodachy a Babylonian deity, 260. 

Meroty the daughter of CyruSy married to her brother Cam* 
tyfes, 553. Killed by him, it. & 554. 

Mefejjimordacm 
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Xlefefftmordacus king of Babylon, 299. 

Jldicah the prophet, reproves Hezekiah, 80. 

Micaiahy foretels Ahab, that his army is to be routed, and 

himfelf flain, 3 3. 
Miltiades, Athenian general, defeats the Per/sans with a 

fmall army, 579. 
^fitradates, AJlyages's herdfman, ordered to murder young 

Gyrus* 523. Brings him up as his own, 524. Confeiles 

the cheat, 525; 
Monarchic how honoured by the Afydes, 367, 
Mummi, Perficy defcribed, 436. 



*K^AARSARES> or the Nahar 3ar* 9 a river of Babyhn 9 

230. 

Nabocolaffar the great Nebuchadnezzar of fcripture, 303. 
Subjects the AJfyrian empire to the throne of Babylon, 
304. Ddtroys Nineveh in conjunftion with hk brother-inr 
law Cyaxares-, 305. Crofles the Euphrates and takes Carche+ 
ynijh, from the Egyptians, 306, & 307. Reduces Syria 9 
ib. Befieges and takes Jerufalem, ib. Takes Jeho'taktm 
prifoner, but reftores him to his liberty, ib. Returns to 
Babylon and enlarges the city, ib, & feq- His dream of the 
image, 308. ^Explained to him by Daniel, ib. Si 309. 
Honours beftowed by him on Daniel, 310. Sends fever al 
nations to harrafs Jehoiakim, ib. Takes the fecond time, 
and plunders Jerufalem, appoints Zedekiah king over the 
kingdom of Judab, and leads back to Babylon all the in- 
habitants considerable either for valour or ingenuity, 311. 
The increafe of his dominions foretold by Jeremiah, ib. 
Makes war again upon the Jews, and befieges Jerufalem, 
314. Raifes the fiegeto meet Pharaoh Hophra, who was 
coming to relieve the city, ib. Puts him to flight, and 
again iits down before Jerufalem, ib. The town taken 
after a years fiege, the king Zedekiah made prifoner, and 
deprived of his eye-fight, after having feen all his friends 
and children put to death, 315. Orders the city to be 
quite difmantled, ib. Leads every foul into captivity, ex- 
cept the moft miferable of the people, who are left to take 
care of the foil, ib. Commands Zedekiah's chief officers 
to be beheaded, and appoints Gedaliah governor of Judab, 
ib. Of the gold he amaflcd in this expedition, he caufes 
a monftrous coloflus to be ere&cd in honour of his God 
Bel, and commands all nations to adore it, 316. Sha r 
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drachm Mejh&cb, and Abednego refilling to comply, are 
thrown into a furnace, but miraculoufly preferved, 316, 
& feq. He adores their God, 317. Crofles again the 
Euphrates i and lays fiege to Tyre, 318- Which he takes 
after a tedious fiege of thirteen years, but had nothing but 
an empty city for his pains, the Tyrians havingremoved their 
effects to the ifland, where they built a new city, ib. & 
319. Compleats the defolation of Judaa to revenge the 
death of Gedaliah, whom the Jews had murdered, 319. 
Subdues or makes tributaries the Egyptians ; penetrates in- 
to the very heart of Lybia and Iberia , and fubdues all the 
neighbouring countries, 319 & 320. Retires to Babylon , 
and there employs himfelf in imbeJHQung his metropolis, 
321, & feq. Vid. Babylon. His dream of the tree, 333. 
The interpretation of it, ib. & 334. His pride and me- 
tamorphofis, ib* His death, 336. His prophecy, ib. 
Nobonadius, king of Babylon, 345. Had the chief hand in 
the murder of Laborofoarchod,tb. & 536- What prompt- 
ed him thereto, 345. In him the fceptre falls again into 
the hands of the old AJfyrian race, ib. Said by Herodotus 
to have been chofen for mediator between the Medes and 
Lydians, 347. Vanquifhed by Cyrus, betakes himfelf to 

Babylon, 348. Which the Perfians take by furprize, ib. 
Said by fome to have retired not to Babylon, but to Bor~ 
fippa, where being befiegcd by Cyrus, he furrendered him- 
felf to that conqueror, who behaved very kindly to him, 
and fent him as his lieutenant into Car mania, where he 
fpent the remainder of his days, ib. Whether he was the 
Bcljba%xar of Daniel, or Darius the Mede, 350. Seizes 
on the crown, 536. Governed by his mother, ib. His 
war againft Cyrus, 537, & feq. Killed in his palace at 
Babylon, 543. 

Nabonajfar, likely the Ninas of prophane hiftory, 291. His 
sera, 280. Firft king of Babylon in Ptolemy's canon, 279. 

Nubopallajfar, king of Babylon, faid to have wrefted that 
kingdom from the AJfyrians, 301. Transfers the feat of 
the AJfyrian monarchy to Babylon, ib. He the Belefis of 
Ctefias, and the Nanybrus of Nicholas of Darnafcus, 

* 3 ° 2- 

Nabucbodonofor, al. Chyniladan, invades Media, 383. 
Nachs-rnjlem, a mountain near P erf polls, 464 in the note. 

Tombs and other antiquities of it, ib. 
Nadius, fecond king of Babylon, probably the Ninyas of 
Ctefias, 297. 

Naharmakha, 
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Naharmalcha, or royal river, fuppofed to have been the fame 
with the river Cutha, now Couti, or Cutty an artificial 
branch, conduced from the Euphrates into the inland parts 
of Arabia, 22S* By whom dug, ib. Its courfe, ib. Sc 
229. 

Nahum, prophefies in the reign of Hezekiab', 87, note (W). 

Nanybrus, his ftory, 284, Si feq. 

Naxus the ifland of, taken by the Perft an s, 578. 

Naphtali, the tribe of, carried captive into AJfyrta, 69- 

Nebuchadnezzar, defeats the Egyptians, 104. Takes ye- 
rufalem and rifles the temple, ib. Befieges the city again, 
takes, plunders, and burns it, 109, & 110. His alliance 
with the king of Media, 390. Joint conquefts with him, 
.390, & feq. Particularly of Palejline and Jerufalem, 

393- 

Nebuzaradan, one of Nebuchadnezzar' s generals takes Jeru- 

falem, 315. Cruelties there pra£tifed by him, ib. 
Nego, an AJJyrian, or Babylonian deity, 260. 
Nehardea, or river of knowledge, an account of it, 229. 

Nergal, a Perjian deity, alfo znAffyriajt deity, 132. 

Neriglijfar, or NerigUJforoor, and NiricaJfolaJJ'urus, kills 
Evil-merodach king of Babylon, and ufurps the throne, 
340, & feq. Invites all the neighbouring nations to join 
him againft the Medes and Perfians, ib. and marches 
againft them at the head of a numerous army, 341. Battle 
between the Babylonians and Medes, wherein the former 
are routed, and Neriglijfar himfelf (lain, 343. Neriglif- 
far moft likely to have been Darius the Mede, ib. Argu- 
ments proving it, ib, Sc feq. Defeated and killed by Cy- 
rus* 535- . 

Nineveh defcri bed ,157* Deftroyed by Nebuchadnezzar, 307, 
and 392. In the fecond, third, or fourth year of Jehoia- 
kirn, 304, (B). 

Ninus the whole ftory of, feems a copy of that of the Egyp- 
tian Sefojlris, 151, (Y). Invades the Babylonians, carries 
away their king and all his children, 153, and 154. Sub- 
dues Armenia, J54. Routs Pharnus king of Media, ib. 
The nations he fubdued, ib. Returns into his own country, 
157. Builds Nineveh, ib. Refolves upon a war with the 
Baclrians, 158. His extraordinary preparations for this 
war, 160. Smitten with Semiramis, 163. Marries heo 
and has a fon by her, ib. Takes Baftra, 162. 

Ninyas employs an eunuch to aflaflinate his mother Semiramis, 
173. What prompted him to get rid of her, 173. (H). 
Succeeds his mother, 175. His chara&cr, 176, & feq. 

Ni/rock* 
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NifrQch* the chief deity of flic AJfyrians, 131, 

Nitocrisj wife to EviUmerodach* and mother to "Nabmadius* 
kings of Babylon , 346. Fortifies the city of Babylon* ib. 
Did feveral other great works afcribed to Nebuchadnezzar , 
ib. A monument ere£ted by her with an extraordinary 
infeription, ib. Suppofed to have been a Mede by birth, 
ib. Has all the glory of the reign of her fon Nabanadius, 
ibid. 

Nyfa, the plains of defcribed, 359. 

r\ANNES, fabled to have been the firft inftru&er of the 
^ Chaldees, and their ftories concerning him, 268, & feq. 
Ohadiah governor of Ahab y s houfe, 28. 
Omri chofen king of IJrael by the army, 25. 
Opium, made in Perfta, 436. 

Oromafdes, one of the Perjic names of God, 511. Whom 
they believe to be felf-exiftent, ib. 

Otanes, difcovers the fham Smerdis by the help of his daugh- 
ter, 557. Declares for a republican government, 561. 
Gives up his claim to the empire, ib. Hath great privi- 
leges granted to him, ib. 

Oxyartes, king of BaStria, routs Ninus, 161. But is at 
kft intirely defeated by him,/*. 

P. 

PALESTINE, invaded by the Scythians, 387. By Ne- 
* buchadnezzar, 392, & feq. 

Paropamifus, a province of Perfta, defcribed, 415. 
Par/odes, king of the Cadufiam, his revolt and hatred againft 

the Medes, 378. 
Parfondas* his ftory, 285, &feq. 
Parthiay a province of Perfta, defcribed, 419. 
Parthians* whether originally Scythians or Celtes, 419. 
Ptkahiah fuccceds his father Menabem in the kingdom of 
1 Ifrael, 66. Murdered, 69. 
Pelicans defcribed, 444, & fcq. 

P eloponnefians bring their fleet again fk\Xerxes to Salamis, 601. 
Pelufium, one of the keys of Egypt, 548. Taken by Cam- 
by fes 9 ib. 

Perfees, no idolaters, 497, & feq. Unjuftly accufed by the 
Mohammedans, 498, and note (B). In what jfenfe they 

warihipped the fun, moon, &c, 501, & feq, Thfcir pray- 
er* 
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crs dire&cd to God alone, 503. Whence they had their 
religion, 506. Their veneration for the elements, ib. 
Temples, 510. Account of the creation, 512, & feq. 
Their prietts, 515. Initiating of children, ib. Mar- 
riages, 517. Funerals, 518. 

Perfepolis, metropolis of Perfia y defcribed, 449, & feq. 
Various conjectures concerning it, 461, and note (V). 
Diodorus Siculus's account of thatantient city, 461, (V), 
And of its being deftroyed by Alexander, ib. Other noble 
antiquities of it, 465, and note. Why alfo called Ely- 
mats, ib. in the note. 

Perjia, the kingdom of, defcribed, 407, & feq. Its cli- 
mate, 428. Seafons, 429. Rivers, 431. Soil and product, 
433, & feq. Fruits and grain, 437, and 438. Mines, 
440. Poifonous plants, 446. Government, 471. Refpecl: 
paid to their monarchs, 472, and 490, & feq. Palaces de- 
fcribed, 474. Education ef children, guards, £sV. 477, 
& feq. Divided into 20 fatrapies, 563. Exempt from all 

taxes, ib. 

Per/tan religion vindicated from idolatry, 495, & feq- 
Perjians, their manners and cuftoms, 477, & 478. Punifh- 
jments, 479. Polygamy and inceft, 480. Coin, arts, &c. 
481, and 482. Military difcipline, 484. Severity, 483. 
Weapons, 484. Chariots and order of marching, ib. 
Manner of computing their army, ib. Laws and fchools, 
488. Slavifh refpect to their monarchs, 490. Secrecy 
391. Prefents, ibid. Kings fat as judges, 492. Their 
fentence not to be revoked, ib. note (T). Their con- 
cubines, children, revenues, 493, and 494. Wars with 
the Greeks, 594. Defeated at Salamis y 602. 

Ptrfis, a province of Pirfta, defcribed, 420. 

P banes revolts from the king of Egypt, 547- His children 
murdered before his face, 548. 

Pharnus, king of Media* conquered by Ninus y 376. Cruci- 
fied with his wife and children, ib. 

Phraortes, king Qf the Medes y 382. Whether he fubducd 
the Per/tans, ib. and note (+). His reign and conquefb* 
383. Defeated and flain by rfabucb»domaf$r % ib. 

Polygamy allowed by the Perfians* 48©. 

Porus, king of Babylon, 

Prtxafpes fent to kill Camhyjet 9 * brother, $5*. Hfe own fon 
killed by him, 554. Declares the impofturc of Smerdis 
the M*g* % and throws hixnfclf headlong from* -tower, 558, 
and 559. 

ffrmmmtHS king of Egypt, foradc* by Camtyfis, 548. 
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Pul, called alfo Pbul, and, through miftake, by the feptua- 
QtitPbua, 186, (Wj. The feeming founder of xh&AjJy- 
rian monarchy, it. He or his fucceflbr, 370. The firft 
king of AJfyria mentioned in fcripture, from the time that 
land was planted by AJhur, 186, (W). Was a pure AJJy- 
rian, and not a Chaldean or Babylonian, lb. The fame as 
Bclus, ib. Receives 1000 talencs from Menahem king of 
Ifrael, and feems to have taken that kingdom into his 
prote&ion, 188. Probably received voluntary homage 
from Syria, as he had from Ifrael, 189. 

Punijhments among the Perfians, 479, & feq. 

R; 



O ABSHAKEH, one of the AJfyrian generals fent againft 
*^ Jerufalem, 195. His boafting fpeech to the deputies of 

king Hexekiah, ib. & 196. 
Rach, one of the Babylonian and Affyrian gods, 260. 
Ragea, a city of Media, 358. 

Rechabites, who they were, their founder, inftitution and man- 
ner of life, 48, fT). Some wild notions concerning them 
confuted, it. How far they were bound to their founder's 
injun&ions, ib. B. TudeFs fabulous account of them con- 
futed, it, 

Rehoboam fucceeds Solomon, 18. His folly occafions the re- 
volt of ten tribes, who chufe Jeroboam to be their king* 
it. His death, 21. 

s. 



C AB IAN religion by whom founded, 238, and 239. Some 

account of its progrefs, it, 
Sacca, fcftival among the Babylonians , 266. 
Saca, who they were, 379. Their war with the Medes, ib* 

their heroic queen, ib. 
Sad-der, or canon of the antient Perfu faith ftill extant, 501-. 

Salambo, a goddefs of the Ajfyrians, 257- The fame with 

AJlarte,' it. 

Salamis, the naval fight of between the Greeks and Per/tans, 

601, & feq. 

.Samaria city of, befieged by Ben-badad king of Syria, and 
relieved, 41. Befieged and taken by Shalmanefer, 78. By 

whom built, 25. 
Samaritans obftruft the building of the temple, 545, and 560. 
Sardis, a city of Lydia, taken and fpared by Cyrus, 540. 

Taken and burnt by the Ionians, 574. 

2 Saofduchinur* 
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Saofduchinus, or Saofduckus king of AJJyria, 205. Thought 
by fome, through miftake, to have been the Nabuchodo- 
no/or of the book Judith , lb. ( Qj Under him Manajfek, 
was probably reftored to his kingdom, and Egypt recovered 
her liberty, ib. 

Sarac, king of Ajfyria, 215. Nabopallafar, one of his gene- 
rals, rebels againft him, and feizcs on the kingdom of Ba- 
bylon for himfelf, lb. The two revolted kingdoms of the 
Medes and Babylonians confpire againft him, lb. and 2 1 6. 
Sarac, dreading the impending calamities, burns his palace 
and himfelf therewith, 217. In him ends the AJJyrian 
monarchy, lb. and 218. Sarac probably the Sardanapalus 
of prophane hiftorians, 217. 

Sardanapalus, king of Affyria, his character, 178. His reign, 
179, & feq. The Medes, Babylonians, and Perfians revolt 
againft him, 180. He defeats them thrice, 181. But at 
Lift is attacked by furprife and route J, 182. Eefieged in 
Nineveh i lb. Deftroys himfelf and his riches, 184. In- 
fcription fuppofed to have been on one of the pillars erefted 
to him, lb. (V) Probably the fame as Sarac, the laft king 
ol AJyria, 217. 

Sebirvan 9 2L province of Per/ia, defcribed, 428. 

Scythians, invade Media, 385. Prevented from conquering 
Egypt-* 3S6 387. Plunder the temple of Venus at Afcalon, 
387. Their punifhment lb. Invaded by Darius, 566. 

Semiramls, her birth, 158. Married and carried to Nineveh, 
159. Goes to the camp of Ninus before Baclra, 162. 
She is the caufe of the city's being taken, lb. Ninus fm it- 
ten with her, marries her, and has a fon by her, 163. Her 
character, 164, (Y). Refolves to build Babylon, 165. 
The manner fhe contrived to have the city built in a (hurt 
time, lb. The lake fhe dug, 167. Builds the temple of 
Belus, lb. And feveral cities, 168. Her obelisks, lb. She 
wars upon the Medes, lb. goes into Egypt, and eoiujuers 
a great part of Libya, 169. Refolves to invade India, 170. 
Her mock elephants, lb. PafTes the Indus, ij2. Kngages 
Stabrobjtes king of India, and is routed, lb. and 17 .;. Af- 
faflinated by an eunuch, 173. The etymology of her name, 
159, (P). The ftory of her pretending to pafs with rhe 
people for her fon Ninyas exploded by fome, 164, (VV). 
Worfhipped by the Ajjyrians in the form of a dove, vvhv, 
133. How repi dented, lb. Moil likely to have been the 
wife of Nabotwjfar, 292. Whence it came to pafs that ilie 
ruled o\er Babylon, 293. Her reijrn but ihort, 'jqa. Par- 
ticulars concerning bur, '295. & J'ecj. Some of her fabu- 
lous exploits in Mid'.u, 376, ii f< (j. 

Vol IV. 4 K S:nn*:herib 



INDEX. 



Sennacherib^ or Sanherib, fucceeds Shalmanefcr in the king- 
dom of AJfyriaj 195. Befieges Lachijh, ib. Hisproud let- 
ter to Heze&iah, 85. Sends three officers at the head of 
a great army to befiege Jerufalem, 195. His expedition a- 
gainft the yews proves unfuccefsful, 199, and 200. One 
hundred eighty five thoufand Affyrians fmitten by the angel 
of the Lord, 200. What meant by the angel of the Lord, 
ib. (Z). Returns home, grows tyrannical, efpecially to- 
wards the captive Jews, 201. Murdered by his two fons 
Adramelech and Sharazer, in the temple of his favourite god 
Nifroch, ib. 

Serpent, craft of enchanting ferpents conlidered, 1 16. The 
expreflion, the tnojl fubtle beajl of the field confide red, ib. 
and 117. 

Shalluin murders Zachariah, feizes on the kingdom, and af- 
ter a reign of thirty days, is murdered by Menahem, 65. 

Sheba queen of, vifits Solomon, 11, & feq. An account of 
her, ib. 

Shemaiah prophet, 21. 

She/bach, a Babylonian deity, 257. 

Shahnanezer, king of Affyria, fucceeds Tiglatb-Pilefer, and 
invades the kingdom of Ifracl under HoJJjea, 191, & feq. 
Reduces Samaria after three years fiege, makes king Ho- 
Jhea prifoner, and tranfplants the inhabitants into Affyria, 
192. 

Sharezer, with his brother Adrammelcch, murders his father 
Sennacherib king of Affyria, 201. What prompted them 
to this pa'ricide, ib. note (C). 
Sbuftan, vid. Si/fa, 473, note(C). The capital of Sufiana, 
fometimes honoured with the nrcfence of the Babylonian 
mcnarchs, 427, note (I\ ). 
Sinrna adopts Semiramis, and g'-'cs her this name, which fig- 

nifies dove?, or pigeons, 160. 
S:tf.\ cf-e, a province of Affyria, 125. 
£/,v. put to death by his brother Ca?nbyfc s, 553. 

J-.e ullage, fuLflitutcd to the real one, mounts the 
JWCn tl.rone, 555, & feq. Difcovered by the want of his 
ci;^ 557. Murdeicd by the Perfian nobles, 560. Call- 
ed Ar/tixer- esin (crip tun.-, 561, (Q). Regretted by his 

hV.j.Jls, 5 S7 • 

S. lemon el- «iic»itch his temple, I. Its utenfils and ornaments, 
2, fiM). Vail number of victims. 4. His palaces, 5. 
Hi' navy, 7. Vifitcd by the queen of Sheba, u. His de- 
fection, 13. Idolatries, ib. And death, 14. Whether 

he ever repented, ib. note (W). 
Sfarmus, kin^ of Mediu^ 377. 

Spartans % 
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Spartans, their treatment of Darius's heralds, 577. Brave 

defence againft Xerxes, 595. Defeat, 597, & feq. 
Spauhawn, the metropolis of Perfia, defcribed, 419, note 

Stabrobates; king of India, routs bemiramis, 173. 
Succotb Benoth, the Affyrian Venus, 247. 

£#/z, his going back ten degrees, how underftood, 8r, (T), 
Sun, moon and ftars, in what fenfe worshipped by the Per- 
fees, 502. Sun, the deity of the Perfuins, 562. 

Sufa, al Shujhan, metropolis of Pcrfta, defcribed, 473, (Cj. 

Sufiana, a province of Perfia, defcribed, 425. 

T. 

^T^AURIS, the antient Ecbatan, 357, note (B). Famed 
A for its excellent wines, 361. 
Tartan, general of the AJfyrians, takes AJhdod from the Phi- 

lijiines, whom he reduces, 204. 
Temples of Greece plundered and deftroyed by Darius, 574, 

and 578. 

Temple of Jerufalcm, the dedication of it, r. Utenfils, or- 
naments, 2. Vaft number of victims. 4. Twice plun- 
dered by Nebuchadnezzar, 104 and 106. And burnt to 
the ground, 110. 

Thales the Mile/tan, foretold an eclipfe, 489. 

Thebans, their treachery to the other Greek., 596, & feq. 

Thebes, capital of Egypt plundered by Cambyfcs, 551. 

Tbemijlocles, chofen admiral againft the Perftans, 60 1. 

Tibni elected king of Ifrael by part of the army, 25. Builds 
the city of Samaria, ib, A wicked prince, ib. Eli s death, ib. 

Tiglath Pilefer elected king of Affyria, fuppofed by fome to 
have been the fon of Pul, whom he fucceeded, 189. By 
others, to have been a ftranger to his line, and a Mede, ib. 
(A). Opinions of the learned concerning him, ib. Falls 
upon the kingdom of Ifrael, and takes manv cities, 190. 
Carries the inhabitants into captivity, ib. Marches againft 
Damafcus, folicited by Ahaz king of Judah, takes that city, 
tranfplants the people to Kir, Hays Rezin king of D.imaf 
cus, and puts an end to that antient kingdom, 191. Car- 
ries the whole tribe of Napthali captive into Affyria, 69. 

Tigris river, 126. Why fo called, ib. note(H). 

Tirhakah, king of Ethiopia, probably the fame with Sabbaco, 
mentioned by Herodotus, 197, (V). 

Tgmyris, queen of Scythia, her encounter with Cyrus, 530. 

Her blpody revenge, ib. 
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XTENUS the AJfyrian, called Succoth Benoth, 247. De- 
* rivation of the name Venus , 248. Both mafculine and 
feminine, ib. Whether the fame with the Phoenician AJi x artt \ 
249. The worfhip of Venus introduced into Perjia, 501. 
Condemned by their Mages, ib. 

Uriah prophet, put to death by Jehoiakim, 102. 



W. 



\X7ITCHCRAF7, foi 

VV feq. 

Wool of Car mania drops ofi 
lued for its finenefs, ib. 



Va 



X. 



"\rERXES fuccceds his father Darius, 584. Confirms 
all his father's grants to the Jews, ib. Diffuaded by his 
uncle from invading Greece, 586. Pumed on it by a threefold 
dream, ib. (C). Allies with the Carthaginians, 587- Grows 
infolent, 588. (D). His army and fleet, 591. Defeats the 
Spartans at Thermopylae 597. Engages the Athenians at 
fea, 602. Outwitted by Themijloclcs, ib. His fleet defeated 
at Saiamis, ib. Flics to Sardis, 603. The hardfliip of 
his army, ib. 

Y. 



Y EZAD, one of the Perjic names of God, 510. 



Z. 

I 

ry AB, a river in AJfyria, 126, (I ). 

" Zabians, corrupt the P<?r/fr religion, 500, (C). 

Zachariab, fuccceds his father Jeroboam II. 65. Maflacred 
by Shcrflum, after a reign of fix months, ib. 

Zanara, queen of the Saca, a great heroine, 379. Her ex- 
ploits and (lately monument, ib. (P). 

Zarcaum, a mountain faid to have been levelled by Scmira- 

mis, 169. 

Zechariah llain by J on ft), 57. 

ZedekiaVi 
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Zedekiatfs impious reign, 106, &feq. Deceived by his falfe 
prophets, rebels againft Nebuchadnezzar, 107. yerufalem 
befieged, ib. Taken and fcnt into captivity, 109. His 
miferable end, ib. 

Zenderoud, a Perjian river, defcribed, 419, (L). 

Zerah, the Ethiopian, at the head of 1,000,000, defeated 
by Afa king of Judah, 23. 

Zopyrus's ftratagem to betray Babylon to Darius, 565. Am- 
ply rewarded, 566. 

Zoroajier, al. Zerdujht, introduces learning into Perjia, 482. 
Reforms the Perfic religion, 500, (C). Had his own from 
. the Mofaic writings, 506. 
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CHAP. XL 

Continuation of the Hiftory of Perjta 




SECT. IV. 

Continuation of tie Reigns of the Kings of Perfia. 

\ 

N Xsrxts's departure out of Greece* Mardonlus, hav- 
ing, palled the winter in ' Thejfaly and Macedonia, 
marched early in the fpring into Bceotia. From 
thence He fent Alexander king of Macedon with very 
advantageous offers to the people of Athens* in order to draw 
them off from the common alliance. The offers he made 
were; to rebuild at the king's charges their city, and what* 
ever other edifices had been demolifhed the year before in At- 
ilea \ to fuffer them to live according to thfeir own laws ; to 
1 reinftate them in all their former poffeffions, and to add to 
them whatever other lands they ihould defire. Alexander, 
being their antient friend, exhorted them in his own nam* 
to lay hold of fo favourable an opportunity of refettling their af- 
fairs, rcprefenting, that they were not in a condition to ft and 
out agamft fo powerful an enemy. But the Athenians could 
|tot by any means be prevailed upon to d*ftrt the inter eft oC 

Vol. V. , ^ Grtect, 
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Greece. Whereupon Mardontus marched with all his army 
into Attica , wafting and deftroying whatever he found in his 

way. The Athenians, not being in a condition to vyithftand 
fuch a torrent, retired to Salamis, Mgina, and Trcezene 9 and 
the fecond time abandoned their city. Mardontus entered 
Athens j and demplifhed whatever had efcaped his fury the pre* 
ceding year, ... Ih the mean time the j oint fortes o£ Qriece be- 
ing drawn together on the Ifthmus of Corihfh, Mardontus 
thought fit to march back into Boeotia. For that being an 
open and level country was more fit for him to engage in than 
Attica, which was rough, craggy, full of hills and narrow 
paffes. On his return into Bceotia, he encamped on the banks 
of the Afofus. The Greeks followed him tbitffcr findeV the 
command of ' Paufanias, protestor to Pliftarchus king of Spar- 
ta, and of Arijiides, commander in chief of the Athenians. 
The Per/tan army, according to the computation of Hero- 
dotus ^ confifted of 350,000, according to Diodorus of 
500,000 men. That of the Grecians did not amount to the 
number of 1 10,900. Mardontus in order to try the courage 
of the Greeks , fent out his cavalry, in which the main ftrength 
of his army- confifted* to fkirmiih with the enemy. The 
Megarians, who \yere encamped on a plain fuftained the firft 
onfet ; but in fpite of all their refolution were forced to give 
way, being overwhelmed "with the enemies arrows: As they 
were giving ground, a detachment of 300 Athenians with a 
fmall number of bow.-men advanced to their relief. Maftftius, 
general of the Perfian horfe, and one highly cfteemed in Per- 

jia, feeing them advance in good order, commanded his ca- 
valry to face about and attack them. The fhock was very 
violent, both parties endeavouring to-fljew by the iflue of 
this encounter what mighf be the fuccefs cf a general engage- 
ment. The victory was a long ( time doubtful, but at laft 
Maftftius being killed, the Perfians betook themfdyes flight. 
The death of Maftftius wps greatly lamented by the Perfians > 
who, to fhew their concern for . the I06 of fo brave a com- 
mander, cut off their hair, and Jikewife the manes of their 
horfes, filling the camp with loud cries and lamentations* 
After this encounter the two armies continued for the fpacie 
of ten days, only looking at one another. At U&Mardpnius$ 
who was of a fiery temper, not being able to bear any further de- 
lays, and his provifions being almoft confumed, called a coun- 
cil of war, in order to deliberate whether they fhould gjive bgt- 
tie, or retire till fuch time as they were fupplied with fre$* 
provifions. Artabazus, a nobleman of great diltinftioji anfl 
experience, was of opinion, that they fliould not hazard a 
t>attlg» but retire under the v^alia of Thebes t where they Apufi 
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be in a condition to lay in ftore* of provifion and forage. He 
aljedged r that by delaying they might caft a damp upon the ar- 
dour of the enemies, and in the mean time by fending rich 
prel^ts to their . leaders prevail upon them to betray the com-, 
mon liberty without hazarding a battle. The Thebans were 
of the feme opinion ; but that of Mar don ius, who was for 
engaging, prevailed, none of .the other commanders daring to 
con tradift him ; ana the refult of their deliberations was, that 
they ihould. give battle the next day. Alexander king of Ma- 
eedon % who in his heart favoured the Greeks , came fecretly 
about midnight into their camp, and informed Ariftides of all 
that had: pa%d r . 

The Gree$ generals upon this notice ordered their officers 
to prepare for battle. Before they engaged Paufanias thought 
fit to change the order of battle;, and place the Athenians, who 
were in the left wing, on the right, that they might ftand 
oppofite to the Medes and Per/tans, whom they had formerly 
conquered at Marathon, while he with his Spartans engaged 
the Thebans an4 other Greeks who ferved in the Perjian army, 
and had been often routed by the Spartans. But Mardonius t 
upon the intelligence he had of this new difpofition, made 
the like, change, which obliged the Greeks to return to their 
former ftations 5 and the Perftans likewife ranged their army 
according to their firil difpofition. Thus did all that day pafs 
without any a&ion. In the evening the Greeks held a coun- 
cil of war, ;in which it t was refolved that they fhould decamp, 
and retire . to fome other place more conveniently fituated for 
water. Night coming on, and the officers endeavouring at 
the head, of the bodies they commanded to make what hafle 
they could, to the new camp that was marked out for them, 
great confufion happened, fome going one way, and fome a- 
nother, without, obferving any order in their march. At laft 
they flopped near the little city of Plataa. Mardonius, being 
informed that the Greeks were retired by night, drew up his 
army in battle-array, and purfued them with great fhouts, 
as if he were not to fight, but to ftrip and plunder a flying 
enemy. He did not fail on this occafion to infult Jrtabazus, 
reproaching him with his cowardly prudence, and the falfe 
notions he had conceived of the Lacedenunians, who never 
fled, as he pretended, before the enemy, Having parted the 
Jfopus, he' came up with the Lacedemonians and Tegeans, whQ 
were feparated from the body of the army to the number of 
53,000 men. Paufanias, finding himfelf thus attacked by 
tfie whole Per/tan army, difpatched a meflcnger to acquaint 

? Idem, 1. ix.c 50, Sc fecj. 
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the Athenians, who had taken another rout, with the danger 
he was iq. The Athenians immediately put themfelves on their 
march to fuccojir their diftrefled allies, but were attacked, 
and to their great regret prevented by thofe Greets who fided 
with the Perfians. The battle being thus fought in two-diffe- 
rent places, the Spartans were the firft who broke into the ve- 
ry centre of the Perfian army, and after a moft obftinate re- 
finance put them to flight. Mardonius, mounted on a white 
horfe, fignalized himfelf on this occafion, and, at the head of 
jooo chofen men, made a great daughter of the' enemies ; 
but he falling, the whole Per/tan . army was eafily routed, 
which thofe Greeks, who had engaged the Athenians, hearing, 
retired with precipitation, leaving the Athenians matters of 
the field* The Perfians fled to their former camp which they 
had fortified with an inclofure of wood. The Lacedemonians 
purfued them, but were not able to force the intrenchment, 
not being accuftomed to befiege towns or ftoroi fortified places. 
The Athenians, hearing that the Perfians were thus fhut up 
in their camp, gave over purfuing the Greeks, and haftened to 
the affiftance of the Lacedemonians, whom they found bufied 
in forcing the enemies camp with more valour than (kill, 
therefore they took upon themfelves that labour, and foon 
niade a breach in the wall, through which entering together 
with the Lacedemonians, they made fuch a dreadful flaughter 
of the enemies, that of 300,000 fcarce 3000 made their efcape, 
Artabazus, who from Mardonius** imprudent condu& had but 
too well forefeen the misfortune that befel them, after having 
diftingui&ed himfelf in {he engagement, mad* a timely retreat 
with the 40,000 men he commanded, and jMng arrived fafe 
at Byzantium, from thence paficd over into Afia. During 
rhe whole engagement, the Spartans loft but 91 men, the 
Tegeans r6, and the Athenians $%. When they came to de- 
termine who had behayed with moft courage, they all gave 
judgment in fevour of Arifiodemut, who was the only one that 
had faved Himfelf at Thermopylae, and had now wiped off the 
Memifh pf his fbf mer conduft by a moft glorious death. The 
fpoil was immenfe, confiftipj* in vaft Turns of money, in gold 
and filver cups, vcfTels, tables, bracelets, rich beds, and all 
forts of furniture. They gave the tenth of all to Paufanias % 
who diftinguiflied himfelf in a, very extraordinary manner* 
and the others were rewarded, each according to his merit. 
Thus was Greece delivered qot only from the prefent, but all 
future invafions of the Perfians, who henceforward never 
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Grecian fleet gained as memorable a vi&ory at Mfcaie, a pro- 
montory in Afia^ over the remainder of the Per fan navy. 
For at the fame time that the land-forces of Greece rendezvou- 
fed o/i the IJlhmus of Corinth, their fleet met at JEgina> un- 
der the command of Leitychides the other king of Sparta and 
Xantippus the Athenian. Thither ambafladors came to their 
commanders from the Ionians, inviting them into Afia, to 
deliver the Greek colonies from the Perjian yoke. On this 
invitation they immediately fet fail for AJia 9 fleering their 
courfe by Defos, where they were met by other ambafladors 
from Samos, who brought them intelligence, that the Per- 
Jian fleet, which had wintered at Cume y was then at Sams^ 
where it might eafily be deftroyed, earneftly entreating them 
at the fame time not to negleft fo favourable an opportunity. 
Hereupon they failed forthwith to Samos> but the Perfian 
fleet, receiving timely notice of their defign, retired to Myca- 
le y where the army lay encamped, confifting of 100,000 
men, the remainder of thofe Xerxes had brought back out of 



Greece the year before 



(hips afhorc 



threw up an entrenchment quite round, whi 
ed with palifadoes, being determined to fuftain a fiege. The 
Greeks arriving at MycaYe found all the enemies (hips within 
the circumvamtion, and a numerous army difpofed along 
the coaft ; but, however, did not meet with 'the leaft oppo- 
fition in landing their men, and drawing them up in battle- 
array ; which when they had done, they attacked the enemy 
with fuch vigour that they obliged them to fly to their entrench- 
ments, and purfued them fo clofe that they entered the camp 



at^the fame time. 



When 



forced, all the auxiliaries betook themfelves to flight ; but 
the Per/iansj though reduced to a fmall number, ftill conti* 



pouring in on all fides. 



ice ot their camp again tt the Greeks 
But in the mean time the Lacedemp- 
wider comoafs, arriving with other 



troops of the allies, the Perfians likewife abandoned their poft, 
and faved themfelves by flying to the neighbouring hills. Be- 
fore theengagment they had appointed the Mileftans to guard 
the narrow paflages of the mountains, that they might have a 
fafe retreat in cafe they were put to flight, and fure guides to 
conduit them through the mountains, the Mileftans being 
well acquainted with the country. But they treacheroufly 
brought back by other ways to the enemy fuch as fled to them j 
by which means a very fmall number efcaped the general 
flaughter of that day. The two Perjian generals Mardontes 
and Tigranes died in the field, with many other commanders 
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df great diftinftion. The Greeks, having made- a great daugh- 
ter of die enemies both in the field and in the purfuit, fet fire 
to their fhips, burnt the whole camp, and fet fail for Sams 
loaded with an immenfe booty confifting of 70 chefts of money, 
befides many other things of an ineftimable value f , And 
thus ended all the great defignsof Xerxes in a moft miferatle 
difappointment, a fmall number of thofe millions of men now 
remaining > with which the year before he marched fo proud- 
Jy over the HellefponU 

. The battle of Plataa was fought in the morning, and that 
uf Mycale in the afternoon of the fame day, and yet all the 
Greek writers pretend, that the victory at Plataa was known 
at Mycale before the engagement began there, though thole 
two places were parted by the whole Mgean 9 a fea or feyeral 
days fail. But Dudorus Siculus u clears up this matter, telling 
us, that Leotychides obferving his troops to be in great pajri for 
their countrymen at Plataa , left they Jhould be overpowered 
by the numerous army of Mardonius y in order to raife their 
fpirits and courage, caufed a report to be fpread in the army, 
that the Per/tans were defeated at Plataa* though at that time 
he knew nothing of the matter* 

Xerxes upon the news of thefe two overthrows left Sardis % 
with the fame hurry and precipitation as he had left Athens af- 
ter the battle of SalfimiS) making all thehaftehe could to- 
wards Perfta* that he. might get as faraspoffible out of the rpach 
of the conquering enemy. But before he fet but he gave or? 
ders, that ail the temples of the Greek cities in AJia fhould be 
burnt and demolilhed ; and his orders were fo far executed* 
that not one temple was left Handing, except that of Diana 
at Ephejus (I > 

1 Idem, c. 102. »Diodoh Sicul. 1, xi. p. 28. 

(I) He was prompted to this, not by any particular difpleafure 
agninfl the Afiatie Greeks, but by the inftitutions of the Mages, in 
whofe religion he had been thoroughly iriftrufled by Zoroajlres. For 
that religion expreffing a great deteftation of worfliipping God by 
images, its zealots were for destroying all idolatrous temples where* 
ever they came. And to keep Xerxes fleady in their party, not on- 
ly feveral of the ehidf Dodon of the Mages, but Qfianes himfrlfi 
who was then at the head of the whole fe£t, attended him during 
the whole time of this expedition (56). At their inftigation, Tulij 
informs us (57), that all thofe temples were deftroyed, 

* 

f 56) Clem. Alexander, in Protrcpt. Laert. inPrpam* Pococi. Specim* 
Bifi. Arab.fr 148, 149. (57) Gc. de legit. L \u 
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The Grecian fleet after the battle of Mycale fleered thfcit 
courfe firft to Sames, and thence to the Heliefpont^ in Order 
to poflefs themfelves of the bridges, which Xerxes had caufed 
to be laid over thofe ftraights ; but finding them broke by 
ftorms, Leotychides. with his Peloponnefian forces failed home* 
Xantippus with the Athenians and their fellies' the Ionian* , re- 
maining there, made himfelf matter of Sejlos, and the whole 
Thracian Cberf$nefus y where the army was inriched with an 
immenfe booty, which on the approach of the winter they 
carried home, every one returning then to their refpedtive 
countries. Xantippus finding all the materials of the bridges 
at Cardia, whither they had been conveyed by order of Xerxes , 
carried them with him to Athens , where they were preferved 
for many years, as a monument of the many vi£ories which 
the Greets obtained in this war. From this time the Ionian 
cities in Afia^ fluking off the Perftan yoke, recovered their 
antient liberty, and maintained it as long as that empire fubr 
fifted. i. 

Ths Greeks^ having fettled their affairs at home, refolved 

to purfue the war, and drive the Perfians out of all the Greek 

cities in AJia and the neighbouring iflands. With this view 

they equipped a powerful fleet, which failing to Cyprus , under 

the command of Paufanias and AriJIides y drove the Perfians 

out of that ifland, andreftored the inhabitants to their antient 
liberty w. 

While Xerxes refided at Sardis 9 he conceived a violent 

paffion for the wife of his brother Mafiftes^ a prince of extra- 
ordinary merit, and who had ferved the king with great zeal 
and fidelity. As fhe was a woman of great virtue, and had 
a lingular value for her hufband, fhe could by no foli citations 
be prevailed upon to defile his bed. However, the king, ftill 
flattering himfelf that by heaping favours upon her he might 
at Ikft conquer her virtue, married his eldeftfon Darius y whom 
he appointed his fucceffor to the crown, to drtaynta this prin<- 
cefs's daughter. As this was the greateft favour he could be* 
Sow on the mother, he expe&ed it would engage her to com- 
ply with his deftres. But Xerxss, finding her virtue proof 
againft all temptations, changed his inclinations for the mother, 
and fell paffionately in love with the daughter, who was now 
the wife of his own fen, and did not follow the glorious ex- 
ample of Iter mother' s firmnefs and virtue. While this i*r 
trigue was carrying on, Hamejlris, wife to Xerxes* having 
wrought * very rich and curious mantle, prefented it to the 
king, which he, being wonderfully plea&d with it, put v» 

" Diobor. SieuL L xfc 
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When he firft yifited his miftrefi. In the converfation he had 
with her he defired her to afk whatever favour Hie pleafed, 
binding himfelf by an oath to deny her nothing. Hereupon 
Artajnta defired him to give her the mantle. Xerxes^ fore-' 
feeing the bad confequences that would neceflarily enfue from 
his complying with her requeft, did all that lay in his power 
to diffuade her from infifting upon her firft demand. He offer- 
ed her immenfe treafures, with cities and an army to be fole- 
lyat her difpofal, which was one of thegreateft prefents that 
the Perfian kings could make. But not being able to prevail 
upon her, and thinking himfelf bound by his imprudent pro- 
mife and rafli oath, he yielded to her demand, and gave he* 
the mantle, which (he immediately put on, and publicly wore, 
as a trophy of her power over the king's affe&ions. Hameft- 
risy being now confirmed in the fufpicion fhe had entertained, 
was incenfed to the higheft degree ; but inftead of venting her 
rage againft the daughter who alone was faulty, refolved to 
be revenged on the mother, whom Ihe looked upon as the 
Author of the whole intrigue, though (he was no ways privy 
to it. For the better executing of her defign ihe waited the 
reat feftiva], which was annually celebrated on the king's 
iirth-day ; on which occaflon the king according to the efta- 
blifhed cuftom of the country, ufed to grant his. queen whate- 
ver ihe demanded. This day being come, fhe afked, that 
the wife of his brother Mafijlis might be delivered into 
her hands. Xerxes ^ who apprehended the queen's defign, was 
ftruck with horror at this demand, both out of regard to hw 
brother, and becaufe he knew that his wife was quite , inno- 
cent, and therefore at firft withftood her requeft. But being 
at laft overcome by her importunity, he confented with the 
vtmoft relu&ancy to her requeft, and ordering his guards to 
feize the innocent princefs, delivered her into the hands of the 
revengeful and enraged Hamtjlris^ impowering her to treat 
her as fhe plea fed. In confequence of this power, Hameftris 
caufed her breafts, tongue, nofe, ears, and lips to be cut off 
and . thrown to the dogs before her face, and then fcne her 
iaome in that miferable condition to her hufband. In the meaa 
itime Xerxes had fent for his brother to prepare him for this 
melancholy and tragical adventure. He firft told htm that he 
muft part with his wife, and that he defigned to fupply her 
place with one of his own daughters. But Majijles^ who was 
paffionately fond of his wife, could not be induced by any offer*' 
•/whatfoever to divorce her. Wikej-eupon Xerxes in great wrath 
.fold him, chit fince he refufed his daughter, he fhould neither 
1 hava l^er n»r his own wife, and with tbrs inhuman reply dif- 
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milled him. <MafiJtts % from this fptech apprehending fome 
great misfortune, made all th? hafte he could home to fee 
what had pafled during his abfence. On his arrival he found 
hi* wife in that deplorable condition we have defcribed* and 
being exafperated to the highcft degree, as the cafe dcferved, 
he immediately afleinbkd all his family, fervants, and depen- 
dants, and fetput with all poffible expedition for the province 
of Baftriana* of which he was governor, determined, as foon as 
he arrived' there, to induce the Baft r tans to revolt and revenge 
fuch a barbarous ufage in the fevereft manner. But Xerxes* 
hearing of his fudden departure, and fufpe£ting from thence 
his defign, (eat a party of horfe after him. who overtaking 
him cut him in pieces, with his wife, children, and all his 
retinue. There is another a&ion no lefs cruel and impious 
related of Hawejlris. She caufed fourteen children of the 
beft families in Perfia to be buried alive, as a facrifice to the 
infernal gods. 

Upon the death of Mafijiet Xerxes appointed Hyjiafpee 
his fecond fon to be governor of Baftriana* which, obliging 
him to live at a diftance from court,, gave his younger brother 
Jrtaxerxes an opportunity of mounting the throne before him, 
as will be feen in its proper place ». 

Xerxes* being wholly difcouraged by a continual feries of fo 
many lofles and defeats, gave over all thoughts of war and 
conqiaefcs, and never afterwards fuffered his fhips to appear in 
the Mgean fea, or his forces -on the coafts. He gave himfelf 
entirely up to luxury and eafe, minding nothing but the gra- 
tifying of his lifts and vicious inclinations. This diflblute Xerxes 
manner of life drew upon him the contempt and hatred of murdered. 
his fubjefts, which encouraged Artabanus> a native of Hyr- Year of 
canioy captain of his gualrds, and who had long been his chief ^ e F^ood, 
favourite, to confpire againft him. He prevailed upon Mi- V^'u t4t 
thriiaUS) one of die eunuchs of the palace to engage in the fJ^Q^-fl. 
confpiracy, ane being by him let into the king's bed-chamber, ™* " 
murdered him in the 21ft year of his reign while he was afleep. 4 ^ 
He then went to Ariixerxes the Jung's third fon, and charged 
Darius his elder brother with the murder, as though an eager 
delire of afcending the throne hid prompted him to that execra- 
ble crihte. He told him at the feme time, that he defigned 
to cut him off next, in order to fecure the crown to himfelf, 
and therefore he ought to guard himfelf againft all dangers. 
Jrtaxerxes , being wen a very younj man, ralhly believed 
whatever Artabanut told him, and without further examina- 
tion went immediately to his teacher's apartment, and there, 

* Hiaoiot.L it* c. 107, tit: 
Vol. V. B Wing 
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being affifted by Artabanus and his guards, murdered him*. 
The next heir was Hy/lafpes the fecond fon of Xerxes y but as 
he was then in Baffriana 9 of, which province he was gover-* 
nor, Artabanus placed Artaxerxes on the throne ; but with a 
defign to let him enjoy the fovereignty only till fuch time as 
he had formed a party ftrong enough to drive him from it, 
and feize it himfelf. His great -authority had gained him ma- 
ny dependants, and befides he had feven fons, who were all 
of robuft bodies, courageous, and raifed to the higHeft digni- 
ties of the empire. His confidence in thefe infpired him with 
this defign ; but while he was haftening to put it in execution, 
Artaxerxes being informed of the whole plot by Megabyzus, 
who had married one of his lifters, was- before-hand with him 
in a counter-plot, and killed him before his treafon was ripe 
for execution. His death fecured to Artaxerxes the poffeffion 
of the kingdom * (K) . He is faid to have been the handfom- 
cft man of the age he lived in, and a prince of a very mild 
and generous difpofition. He is^called, or rather nick-named, 
by the Greeks Macrocheir % that is long-handed^ by reafon of 
the more than ordinary length of his hands (L) ; but in fcrip- 
ture he bears the name of Ahafuerus as well as that of Artax- 

erxesy and is the fame who had E fiber for his queen (M). 

Artaxerxes 

l Diodor. Sicul. I. xi. p. 52. * Di odor. SicuL L xL p. 55, 
Ctesia3,c. 29. Justin, l. iii. c. 1. 

(K) Whether Artabanus poffefled himfelf of the throne, and 
held it feven months, as fome authors affirm, or was killed by Ar- 
taxerxes before he accomplifhed his defign, is no eafy matter to de- 
termine with any certainty. The feven firft months of the reign 
of Artaxerxes are by Eufebtus (58) affigned to Artabanus, perhaps 
becaufe he ruled fo long in his name. 

(L> Strabo (59) tells us, that he was fo called becaufe his hands 
were fo long that when he flood upright he could touch his knees 
with them ; but, according to Plutarch (60), he had that name 
becaufe his right hand was longer than bis left. He is named by the 
Latins Lowbnanus, which anfwers the Greek Ma«po^i*p. 

(M) Some are of opinion, that Darius Hyftaftes was the king 
Ahafuerus who married E fiber % and that Atoffa was the Vajbti % and 
Artyffona the Efiber of Scripture (61). But this opinion is quite in- 
continent with what we read of thefe perfons in prophane hiftory. 

For Herodotus tells us (62), that Artyjlona was the daughter of Cyrus p 

and therefore /he could not be Efiber ; and that Atoffa had four fons 

(58- Eufeh. inChron. (e$)Strab.l. xv./. 735, (60) JYar- 
fareh. in Art ax. .61) Ujber. Ann,, at the year ef the J* P. 4193. 
^62, Herodot. L iii. isf viu 
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Artaxerxes- having by the death of Artahanus removed one Artaxer- 
dangerous competitor, had ftill two great obftacles in his way, xcs 

viz. Longima, 
nus. 

by Darius, all born after he afcended the throne (6;), and therefore 
flie could not be that queen Vajbti, whom the king divorced in- 
the third year of his reign (64), nor he that king Abafuerus. Befi- 
des, Atoffa had fuch an afcendant over the king, that he was in- 
fluenced by her on his death-bed to difinherit his elder fons by a 
former wife^ and fettle the crown on Xerxes her fon ; whereas the 
Abafuerus of Icripture divorced Vajbti by an unalterable decree, and 
therefore could never admit her again to his bed ("65). What in- 
duced the learned primate of Ireland to be of this opinic.i was, 
that Abafuerus in the book of Efiber (66) is faid to have laid a tri- 
bute on (he land and on the ifles, and the fame is faid of Darius 
Hyfiafpis by Herodotus (67 J j but this Strabo afcribes to Darius Lo?t+ 
gimanus (68), as we read in the printed copies ; and the furname of 
Longimanus, with the defcription of the perfon in that place, plain- 
ly Ihews, that Darius was there, by the miftake of the transcribers, 
put inftead of Artaxerxes, feeing no Darius ever bore that name, 
and what is faid there of Darius is applicable to none but Artaxer- 
xes. 

Scaliger is of opinion (6g\ that Xerxes was the Abafuerus, and 
his queen Hamefiris the Efiber of fcripture, iuduced thereunto by 
the fimilitude he finds between Hamefiris and E fiber. But the difli . 
militude of their characters is a far ftronger proof that Hamefiris 
could not be Efiber, as mult appear from what we have already rela- 
ted of queen Hamefiris, and ftaii have occafion to add in the fequel of 
this hiftory. A woman of fo vile a chara&er cannot have been that 
queen of Perfia, who by the name of Efiber is fo renowned in holy 
writ, and is celebrated there as the inftrument, by whom God was 
pleafedin fo fignala manner to deliver his people from that utter 
deftruclion which was defigned againft them. Befides, we are told 
by Herodotus (70 ), that Xerxes had a fon by Hamefiris, who was 
marriageable in the feventh year of his reign, and Efiber was not 
till that time married to Abafuerus (71 ). 

There being no fuch objec"Uons as to Artaxerxes Longimanus, he 
mud, in our opinion, have been the Abafuerus who married Efiber. 
This we find confirmed by the Septuagint, by the apocryphal addi- 
tions to th" book of Efiber, and by Jofepbut. The Scptuagint 
throughout the \vhole book of Efiber tranflate Abafuerus by Artax- 
erxes. The appocryphal additions to that book conftantly call 
ber\ hufband Artaxerxes ; and from feveral circumftances related of 
him, both in the canonical and apocryphal Efiber, it is very plain, 
that this Artaxerxes could not be Artaxerxes Mnemon. Jofepbus (72) 

(63} Idem, I. vii. (64) Efiber i. 3. (65) Idem, ibid. 

(66) Efiber x 1. (67) Herodof /. iii (68) Strab. I xv. p. 

73^. (6cj) Seal, deemendat. temp. I. vL (70 ) Hero dot. L ix. 

(71) Efiber it. 16. (72) Jofepb. Antij. A xi. f. 6. 
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viz. his brother Hyjiafpes in Baftriana, and the party of 
ArtabanUs at home, which gave him the firft trouble. Arta~ 
banus^tis we have hinted above, had feven fons and many 
partifans, who immediately gathered together to revenge his 
death. Whereupon a bloody conflict enfued, in which many 
Perfians or diftindion fell on both fides. But at length Ar- 
taxerxes, having prevailed, put to death all thofe who were 
privy to the plot, Thofe efpecially, who had any hand in the 
murder of his father, were punifhed in a moft fevere and ex- 
emplary manner. The eunuch Mithridates^ who betrayed 
him, was boated, a punifhment which was in ufe among the 
Perfiansy and we have already defcribed where We gave an 
account of the manners of that nation. Artaxerxes^ having 
thus cruflied the faftion of Artabanus at home, was in a con- 
dition to fend an army into Baftriana y which had declared in 
favour of his brother. But here he was not attended with the 
like fuccefs ; for the two armies engaging, Hyjiafpes flood his 
ground, and though he did not carry the day, he fuftained no 
confiderable lofs, both parties retiring with equal fuccels to 
prepare for a fecond encounter. The next year, Artaxerxes 
drawing together a far more powerful army, as having the 
greater part of the empire at his devotion, over-powered 
Hyjiafpes , and by a complete vi&ory fecured to himfelf the 
quiet pofleffion of the empire. To prevent all further diftur- 
banccs, he removed fuch governors of cities and provinces as 
he fufpe&ed to be affedted to either of the fa&ions he had over- 
come, putting others in their room whom he could fafely 
truft. He afterwards applied himfelf to the reforming of ma- 
ny abufes and diforders that had crept into the government ; 
whereby he gained great reputation, and won the hearts of 
his fubjefts throughout all the provinces of the empire a . Ar- 
taxerxes, being now fettled in the peaceable pofleffion of the 
whole Pcrfian empire, appointed rejoicings and feafts to be 
made for the fpace of 180 days in the city of Sufa> on the 
conclufion of which he gave a great entertainment to all the 
princes and people that were then in that city, which laftcd 
feven days. Vajhti the queen at the fame time made a like 

* Plutarch, in Artax. Ctes. c. 51. DiODOR.SiculJ. xi. p. 54. 

tells us in exprefs terms, that EftbeS* hufband was Artaxerxes Lett- 
gimanus. Srverus Sulpititu and many others, both antient and mo- 
dern writers, fall in with Jofepbus. The extraordinary favour and 
kindnefs, which Artaxerxes Longimanus fhewed the Jenvs beyond all 
other kings that reigned in Perjia % is a convincing proof, that they 
had fuch a powerful advocate as Efiher to intercede for them. 
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feaft in her apartment for the women ; and here the hiftory 
of Hadajfah or Ejiher 9 for which we refer the reader to that 
book, takes place. 

In the fifth year of Artaxerxes's reign the Egyptians revol- f^Egyp- 
ted, and, making lnarus y prince of the Libyans, their king, tians r#- 
calJed in the Athenians to their affiftance ; who, having at wit. 
that time a fleet of 200 lhips lying ofF the ifland of Cyprus, Year of 
laid hold of that invitation, looking upon it as a very favour- Flood, 
able opportunity of weakening the Perjian power by driving 2< >4-° 
them from fo rich a kingdom. Upon the news of this revolt, Y w J^' a 
Artaxerxes, having raifed an army of 300,000 men, wa9 re- J e c " ri * 
folved to march himfelf againft the rebels. But being dhTua- 4 ^ 
ded from venturing his perfon, he gave the command of all 
the land-forces to Achoemenides one of his brothers (N ), who, 
arriving in Egypt at the head of his numerous army, encamped 
on the banks of the Nile. In the mean time the Athenians, 
having defeated the Perjian fleet, and either funk or taken 
fifty of their fliips, failed up the Nile, and landing their forces, 
under the command of Charitimis their general, joined Inarus 
and the Egyptians. They afterwards attacked with joint for- 
ces Achamenides, routed his army, and killed 100,000 of his 
men with the general himfelf. The remainder fled to Mem- 
phis, whither the conquerors purfuing them took two parts of 
the town ; but the Perfians fecuring themfelves in the third 
called the White-wall, which was by much the beft fortified 
part of the city, there fuffered a fiege of three years, during 
which time they made a moft vigorous defence, till they were 
fuccoured by the forces that were fent to their relief b . 

ArtaxerxeSy hearing of the defeat of his army in Egypt, 
and how much the Athenians had contributed to it, fent am- 
bafladors to the Lacedemonians, with large fums of money, 
in order to engage them to make war upon the Athenians 9 
and by that means oblige them to recal their troops to the de- 

b Thucyd. 1. i. p. 68. 71.72. Grig. c. 32. 35. DiODOR.Sicuk 
1. xi. p. 54 — 59. 

(N) Herodotus (73) and Diodorus Siculus ( 74) confound Achvmeni- 
des brother to Artaxerxer, with Acbamenes brother to Xerxes and 
uncle of Artaxerxes, telling us, that the management of this war 
was committed to Achamcnes, who in the beginning of the reign 
of Xerxes was governor of Egypt. But they were certainly mifled 
by the fimilitude of names, for Qefias tells us, that Artaxerxes gave 
the command of the troops to the fon of Hameftris, who could not 
be Acbamenes. 



(73) Herodot. I. iii. IS vii. 174) Dhdor, /. xi. 
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fence of, their own country. But the Lacedemonians reje&ing 
his offers, he refolved to make a diverfion by fending Themif- 
tocles, (who had taken fhelter in the Pcrfian court, whither 
the envy of his enemies at home had driven him, as we (hall 
relate in the* hiftory of Grace) at the head of a powerful army 
to invade Attica. But that great commander, not knowing 
how to decline the command of a prince who had heaped fo 
many favours upon him, and on the other hand being unwil- 
ling to make war upon his own country, refolved to put an 
end to his life. And accordingly, having invited all his 
friends to a banquet, and faenficed a bull, he drank a large 
draught of the blood, and foon after died c . Upon his death 
Artc<x:rxes ordered Artaba%us governor of Cilicia and Mega- 
byzus governor of Syria to raife an army for the relief of thofe 
>vho were befieged in the TVhite-w'jlL Thefe generals foon 
drew together 300,000 men, but were obliged to v/ait till the 
fleet was equipped in order to tranfport them into Egypt, 
which could nut be got ready till the enfuing year. Inarus, 
hearing of the formidable preparations that were making by 
thofe Per/Jan governors to relieve the befieged, redoubled his 
attacks on the White-wall, and made his utmoft efforts to 
c.irry it ; but the Per/tans within defended themfelves with 
fuch bravery, that the Egyptians and Athenians made no 
confiderable progrefs towards the reduction of the place d . 

In the third year of thefiege, and ninth of Artaxerxcs, the 
Pcrfian fleet being equipped, Artabazus took the command 
of it, and fet fail towards the Nile, while Megabyzus, at 
the head of the land -forces, marched to Memphis. On his 
arrival he not only obliged Inarus and his auxiliaries to raife 
the fiege of the IVhitc-wall, but in a pitched battle, 
entirely defeated them with great flaughter of the Egyptians, 
who fuffered moft in this engagement. After this defeat 
Inarus, though wounded in the thigh by Megabyzus, retired 
with the Athenians and fuch of the Egyptians as were willing 
to follow him to the city of Bib/us in the ifland of Profopitis, 
which being furrounded by the navigable branches of the Nile, 
the Athenians Ihitioncd their fleet in one of them, and held 
out a ficse of a year and a half. In the mean time the reft of 
the Egyptians fubmitted to the conqueror, and returned to 
their obedience. Amyrtaus alone maintaining a party againft 
him in the fens, where he ruled many years, the Perfians not 
bcinc able to reduce him bv reafon of the inacccfliblcncfs of 

w * 

c Tiiucvn. 1. i. Diodor Sicul. I. xi. Plutarch, fn The* 
•mi/I. c Ctss. & Diodor ubi fupra p. 2 Si. 

the 
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the place. Inarus and his auxiliaries in the ifland of Profopitis 
defended them felves with fuch vigour, that the Perjiansjdtf- 
pairing to reduce them by the ordinary methods of war, had 
recourfe to an extraordinary expedient, whereby they foon ac- 
compliihed their defign. They quite drained, by cutting many 
canals, that arm of the Nile, where the Athenian fleet lay, 
and by that means opened a paffage for the whole army to en- 
ter the ifland. Inarus^ feeing all was now loft, delivered up 
himfelf, the Egyptians* and about fifty Athenians to Mega- 
byzus, on condition their lives mould be fpared. But the reft 
of the Athenians, to the number of 6000, refufed to furren- 
der, and, having fet fire to their fleet, drew up in battle 
array, refolved to die fword in hand, and fell their lives at 
the deareft rate, in imitation of the Lacedemonians that fell 
at Thermopylae. The Perjians, perceiving they had taken 
this defperate refolution, did not think it advifeable to attack 
them ; but rather to offer them reafonable terms, and come 
to a compofition. The terms were, that they mould leave 
Egypt, and have a free paflage home by fea or land. They 
accepted the conditions, deliverd up the ifland with the city 
of Biblus to the conquerors, and marched to Cyrene, where 
they embarked for Greece ; but moft of them perifhed 
before they reached their native country. Neither was this, 
the only lofs the Athenians fuftained on this occafion. Ano-* 
ther fleet of fifty fail, being fent by them to relieve thofc who 
were befieged in the ifland of Profopitis , arrived at one of 
the mouths of the Nile foon after their countrymen had fur- 
rendered ; and having entered the river without knowing what 
had happened, were at the fame time attacked by the Perfian 
fleet, and galled with fuch fliowers of darts, and arrows by 
the land-forces from the fhore, that they were all killed, ex- 
cept fome few who broke through the enemy's fleet ano' es- 
caped. Thus ended the fatal war, which the Athenians had Egypt 
carried on for the. fpace of fix years in Egypt* and that king- aj-ain • ?• 
dom was anew united to the Perfian empire, and conti- ducsd. 
nued fo during the remaining part of the reign of Artar.erxss. * ciiT °' 
Inarus and the other prifoners taken in this war were feat to C ' 1C Flood, 
Sufa and Sartamas appointed governor of Egypt c . Year be 

The Athenians having equipped another fleet of 200 fail ^ 
gave the command of it to Cimon y enjoining him to drive the q^,.;^ 
Perfians from the ifland of Cyprus* Cirnon in purfuance to his 
orders took Citium> Malum, and feveral other cities of that 
ifland, and from thence fent 60 fail to the cififtance of Ajxyr- 
tj/cus in the fens of Egypt. Artabazus being then in thofc leas 

c Cte3. c. 34.. Djodor. 1. xi 4 p. 58, k feq. 

with 
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with si fleet of 300 {hips, Gnmn 9 as foon as his fquadron re- 
turned from Egypt) fell upon him, took 100 of his fhips, 
deftroyed many others, and purfued the remainder to the coafts 
of Phoenicia* Being flufhed with this fuccefs, on his return he 
landed his men in Cilieia, where finding Megabyzus with 
an army of three hundred thoufand men, he marched againft 
him, and having put him to flight with a great (laughter of 
his men, returned to Cyprus with a double triumph f . 

Artaxerxes 9 tired with a war in which he had fuftained fo 
great lofles, refolved, with the advice of his counfeHors and 
minifters, to put an end to fo many calamities, by coming 
to an accommodation with the enemy. Accordingly he fent 
orders to his generals, who were charged with the management 
of the Cyprian war, to conclude a peace with the Athenians 
on the beft terms they could. Hereupon Megabyzus and Ar- 
tabazus fent am ballad ors to Athens to propofe an accommo- 
dation, which was agreed upon by the deputies of both fides 
on the following terms. 1. That all the Greek cities of 
Afta fhould be made free, and allowed to live according to 
their own laws, 2. That no Perjian fhips of war fhould 
enter thofe feas that lie between the Cyanean and the Chelido* 
nian iflands, that is, from the Euxine fea to the coafts of 
Pamphylia. 3. That no Perjian general fhould come by land 
within three days march of thofe feas. § 4. That the Athe- 
nians fhould not commit any hostilities in the territories of the 
king of Perfia. Thefe articles being fworn to by both parties, 
peace was proclaimed. Thus ended this war, which had laft- 
ed from the burning of Sardis by the Athenians fifty one years 
complete, and deftroy ed numberlcfe multitudes both of Greeks 
and Perfians 8 . 

Artaxerxes being continually importuned by his mother, 
for five years together, to deliver to her Inarus and the Athe- 
nians who had been taken with him in Egypt , that fhe might 
facrifice them to the manes of her fon Achaemenides , yielded 
at laft to her unwearied folicitations. Whereupon this inhuman 
princefs, without any regard to the conditions which had been 
with the great eft fblemni ty ratified, caufed Inarus to be cru- 
cified, and the heads of all the reft to be ftruck off. Mega- 
byzus, who had engaged his word that their lives fhould be 
fpared, looked upon this as a difhonour done him, and there- 



Inarus 

crucified, 
Mega- 
byzus re* 

Ycar of * orc ^tiring to Cyria^ of which province 
the Flood K^fed there an army and openly revolted. 
2552. 

Year be- fp LUTA RCH f in Cimdn. Thucyo. 1. 1. Dioyon.LxL p. 73. 

foreChnftg DjQ1|0jU p ? * TnUOT # U. 
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The king imme- 
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diately fent Ofiris, one of the chief lords of the court, with 
an army of two hundred thoufand men to fupprefs this rebel- 
lion. But Megabyzus in a general engagement wounded 
him, took him prifoner, and put his numerous army to flight. 
Artaxerxes hearing that his general was taken,fent a meflenger 
to demand him, and Megabyzus generoufly releafed himasfoon 
as his wounds were cured K 

The next year Artaxerxes fent another army againft him 
under the command of Menqftanes, fon to Artarius the king's 
brother, and governor of Babylon. This generaJ was attended 
with no better fuccefs than the other ; for he was in the fame 
manner defeated and put to flight, leaving Megabyzus mafter 
of the field and all the baggage. The king, being fenfible that 
he could not get the better of him by dint of arms, fent his 
brother Artarius and his fifter Amytis who was wife to Mega- 
byzus^ with feveral other perfons of diftinftion, to perfuade 
him to return to his duty. By their mediation the difference 
being made up, the king granted him his pardon, and he re- 
turned to court. But not long after, a lion being ready to 
fall upon the king as he was hunting, Megabyzus, fired with 
zeal and affe&ion for his fovereign, threw a dart at the lion 
and killed him. But the king ft ill retaining ill will againft 
him, upon pretence that he had affronted him in fhootingfirft 
at the lion, commanded his head to be ftruck off ; and it was 
with the utmoft difficulty, that Amytis his fifter and Hamejiris 
his mother prevailed upon him to change the fentence of death 
into that of perpetual baniftiment. Megabyzus was therefore 
fent to Cyrta, a city Handing on the Red-fea y and fentenced 
to lead the reft of his life there under confinement. How- 
ever five years after he made his efcape from thence, and 
under difguife got fafe to his own houfe at Suja 9 where by 
the interceflion of his wife and mother-in-law, he was re- 
inflated in the king's favour, and enjoyed it till his death, 
which happened fome years after in the 76th year of his age. 
He was greatly lamented by the king and the whole court, 
being the beft counfellor and greateft general of the whole 
empire. To him Artaxerxes owed both his life and his crown 
at his firft acceflion to thfc government. But it is of danger- 
ous confequence in a fubjeft to have too much obliged his fo- 
vereign : for this was the true fource of all the misfortunes that 
befel Megabyzus K 

In the 34th year of the reign of Artaxerxes a war break- 
ing out between the Athenians and Lacedemonians, commonly 



u Cth5 c. 35, *Ctis. 37 39. 
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called the Pekponnefian war, both parties fent ambaffadors to 
the king imploring his affiftance *. But we do not find, that 
Artaxerxes returned them any anfwer before the feventh year 
of that war, when he fent an ambaffador to the Lacedemo- 
nians named Artaphernes with a letter written in the AJfyrian 
tongue, wherein he told them, that feveral ambaffadors had 
come to him from them, but the purport of their embaffies 
differed fo widely, that he could not comprehend what they 
requeued, and that therefore he had thought proper to fend 
them a Perfian to let them know, that if they had; any pro- 
pofals to-make they fhould fend a trufty perfon along with 
him, by whom he might be informed what they defired him 
to do. This ambaffador arriving at Eton on the river Stry- 
mon in Thrace, was there taken prifoner by one of the ad- 
mirals of the Athenian fleet, who fent him to Athens, where 
he was treated with the utmoft civility and refpeft, the 
Athenians being extremely defirous to regain the favour of 
the king his mafter The year following, as foon as the 
feafon allowed the Athenians to put to fea, they fent back the 
ambaffador in one of their own fliips at the expence of the 
public, and appointed fome of their citizens to attend him to 
the court of Perfia with the character of ambaffadors. But 
when they landed at Ephefus, they there received news of the 
king's death ; whereupon the Athenians, not thinking it ad- 
vifeable to proceed farther, took their leave of Artaphernes 
and returned to Athens ». 

Artaxerxes favoured the Jews above all the kings of Perfia, 
but what happened to them during his reign we fhall relate in 
the hiftory of that people, as in a more proper place. This 
prince died in the 41ft year of his reign, and was fucceeded 

Xerxes IL by Xerxes the only fon he had by his queen. But by his con- 
cubines he had feventeen, among whom were Sogdianus, 
or, as Cteftas calls him, Secundianus, Ochus, and Arfttis* 
Xerxes having drank immoderately at a great entertainment 
retired to his bed-chamber, to refrefh himfelf with fleep after 
his debauch. This opportunity Sogdianus laid hold of, and, 
being let into the bed-chamber by Pharnacyas one of Xerxes's 
eunuchs, llew him, after he had reigned 45 days, and pof- 
fefled himfelf of the kingdom 

Sogdianus. Scarce was Sogdianus feated on the throne, when he put 

to death Bagorazus, the moft faithful of all his father's eu- 
nuchs. He had been appointed to fuperintend the interment 
of Artaxerxes, and of the queen, Xerxes'* mother, who had 

* Thucio.L ii. 1 Idem, I. nr. p. 285, 286. m Idem, 

Ibid, p, 322. n Ctes. c. 47. DiODoa, 1. xiu p. 115. 

died 
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died the fame day as her royal confort. After he had con- 
veyed both their bodies to the burial-place of thcPerfian kings, 
he found on his return Sogdianus in pofleffion of the crown, 
with whom he had formerly had fome fmall difference. This Sog- 
dianus remembered, and, taking for a pretence to quarrel with 
him fomething relating to the obfequies of his father, caufed 
him to be ftoned to death. By thefe two murders he became 
very odious both to the nobility and the army, and being jea- 
lous left fome of his brothers might treat him as he had treated 
Xerxes^ he fent for OchuSj whom he chiefly fufpedcd, with 
a defign to murder him the moment he arrived. Ocbus had 
been by his father appointed governor of Hyrcania? and being 
well apprifed of his brother's defign, under feveral pretences 
put off his coming to court, till he had drawn together a 
powerful army, with which he advanced to the confines of 
Perfidy openly declaring, that he deligned to revenge the death 
of his brother. This declaration brought over to him many 
of the nobility and feveral governors of provinces, who, be- 
ing highly diflatisfied with the cruelty and ill conduit of Sog- 
dianus^ put the Tiara on Ocbus 9 s head, and proclaimed him 
king. Sogdianus , feeing himfelf thus defer ted, contrary to the 
advice of his beft friends, came to an accommodation with 
Ocbus , who having him in his power caufed him to be thrown 
into alhes (O J, where he died a cruel death 

Ocbus, being fettled on the throne by the death of Sogdia- Ochus. 
nus 9 changed his name, taking that of Darius inftead of Ocbus , 
and is by hiftorians commonly called Darius Notbus, or Da- 



rius theBaJiard (?). 



Arfitcsy 



• Ctes. ubi fupra. Diodor. 1. xii. p. 322. 



(On This punilhment was invented for him, and became after- 
wards common in Perjia. Ocbus had fworn, that Sogdianus fhould 
not die by the fword, by poifon, or of hunger. To keep his word 
he contrived this new fort- of punilhment ; it is defcribed in the 
13th chapter of the fecond book of the Maccabees, thus : An high 
tbwer was filled to a certain height with aflies, and the criminal 
being thrown headlong into them, they were by a wheel perpetu- 
ally turned round him till he was fuffocated. Thus this wicked 
prince loft his lifu and his empire, after he had reigned lix months 
and fifteen days (7;). 

(P) He is placed in Ptolemy's canon as the immediate fucceflbr of 
Artaxerxes Longimanus according to the ftyle of that canon, which 
conftantly afcribes to the predeceffor the whole year in which he 

("5) ii. Maccab. c. 13. VaL Max. /. 9. c. 2. 

C 2 dies, 
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Year of Arfttes, feeing in what manner Sogdianus had fupplanted 
the Flood, Xerxes , and had been afteryvards driven from the throne by 
2 57S- Ochujj began to entertain thoughts of treating Ochus in the 
J^ ar ke- fame manner. With this defign, though he was his brother 
fore Chriit f ame f at h er anc | mo ther, he broke out into an open re- 

4^ li^II lAn nAfimft Inim Komrr janrAiiron'P/J fkofAiinfA avis 



affifted 

oiMegabyzus. Ochus , whom henceforth 



we fhall call Darius, fent Artafy 

gainft Artypbius, while he marched in perfon againft his bro- 
thzxArfites. Artypbius, with the afliftance of his Greek mer- 
cenaries, twice defeated the general who had been fent againft 
him. But, thefe being gained over with large bribes, he loft 
the third battle ; and being reduced to great ftraits fufren- 
dered himfelf to Darius, upon hopes given him of mercy. The 
king was for putting him to death immediately, but was di- 
verted from it by Paryfatis his wife and fifter. She was 
daughter to Artaxerxes by another mother, an intriguing and 
crafty woman ; and by her advice the king was entirely go- 
verned in affairs of the grcateft importance. The counfel 
/lie gave him on this occafion was, to treat Artypbius with 
great clemency, that, by fuch ufage of a rebellious fervant, 
he might the better encourage his brother to throw himfelf 
pon his mercy, and then difpofe of them both as he 
pleafed. Darius followed her # counfeI, and had the fuccefs 
he propofed. For Arfites, being informed of the gentle ufage 
Artypbius had met with, concluded, that he, as a brother, 
fliould be treated at leaft with the fame indulgence and good 
nature. Flattered with this hope he came to an agreement 
with the king and furrendered himfelf into his hands. Darius , 
having him in his power, was very much inclined to par- 
don him, but was prevailed upon by Paryfatis to put both 
him and Artypbius, to death by fulfocating them in afhes p. 

He alfo put to death Phamacyas for being concerned in the 
murder of Xerxes \ and Monajlhenes, another eunuch, who 
was the chief favourite of Sogdianus, was condemned to die 
a cruel death, which he prevented by laying violent hands on 
himfelf. Thefe executions did not procure- him the tranquil- 

p Idem, c. 49. 

dies, and places him as the next fuccefibr, who was on the throne 
in the beginning of die enfuing year. As the reigns of Xerxes and 
Sogdianus made up but eight months, and thefe did not reach to 
the end of the year in which Artaxerxes died, they are in the ca- 
non call into the laft year of Artaxerxes, and Darius is placed next 

hiia, as if he had been his immediate ftrcceflbr. 
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Jity he expefted ; for his whole reign was difturbed with viq- 
Jent commotions, raifed in various parts of the empire. One 
of the moft dangerous was that which was ftirred up by Pi- 
futhnes gpvernor of Lydia* whq fetting up for himfelf raifed 
an army of Greek mercenaries, under the command of Lycon 
an Athenian. Againft him Darius fent Tiffaphernes* appoint- 
ing him at the fame time governor of Lydia in his room. Tif- 
faphernes, who was an artful and crafty man, found means 
q( gaining the Greeks who ferved under Pifuthnes* apd indu- 
ced both them and their general to change fides. Whereupon 
Pjftithnes* not being in a condition to carry on the war, fur- 
rendered upon promife of pardon. But the king the inftant 
Jie was brought before him fentenced him to death, and ac- 
cordingly he was, purfijant to the king's order, fuffocated in 
afhes* But his death did not put an end to the troubles which 
he had raifed j for his fqn Amorgas with the remainder of the 
army ftill qppofed Tiff aph ernes, and for two years continued to 
infeft the maritime provinces of Afia Minor, till he was at 
length taken prifoner by the Peloponneftans at Iafus a city of 
Ionia, and delivered by the inhabitants to Tiffophernes* wha 
put him tq death **. 

Darius had fcarce quelled this rebellion, when he found 
himfelf involved in new troubles, tfis court, and we may 
fay, the whole empire, was governed by the eunuchs, Artoxa- 
resy Artibarxanes, and Athous. Thefe he confulted, and 
followed their advice in all the momentous affairs of the go r 
vernment. But Artoxaret was the chief favourite, and no- 
thing was tranfafted but by his.dire&ion. Intoxicated witi* 
this power, he began to entertain thoughts of afcending the 
throne ; and accordingly formed a defign of cutting off Da- 
rius. With this view, that he might not be thought an eu- 
nuch, which was a ftrong objection to his being acknowledg- 
ed king, he married and wore an artificial beard, giving out, 
that he was not what to that time the Per/tans had taken him 
to be. But his wife, who was privy to the whole plot, and 
perhaps gl^d toget rid of fuch ahufband, difcovcrcd the whole 
matter to the king. Whereupon he was feized and delivered 

up to Paryfatis, who cau fed him to be put to a cruel and igno- 
minious death r . 

But the greateft misfortune that befel Darius* during 9 j 
the whole time of his reign, was the revolt of Egypt* which y ca ' r Q f 
broke out the fame year that Pi futhnes rebelled. For though t ] ie pi 00£ ^ 
Darius got the better of the latter rebellion, yet he could nc- 2586. 
ver again reduce Egypt. Amyrtccus* who hud nrigncd in the Year be- 
fore Chri ft 

Idem, c. 51. : Idem, ibid. 
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fens of Egypt ever fince the revolt of Inarus, being apprifed of 
the discontents of the Egyptians, and finding them dilpofed to 
enter into any meafures for the recovery of their liberty,fallied 
out of his fens, and being joined by the inhabitants, who 
flocked to him from all parts, he drove the Perfians quite out, 
and became king of the whole country. Being thus in pof- 
feffion of all Egypt by the total expulfion of the Perftans y he 
refolved to attack them in Phasnice too, having the Arabians 
in confederacy with him for this undertaking- News of this 
being brought to the court of Perfta, die fleet, which the king 
had equipped with a defign to affift the Lacedemonians, was 
iecalled to the defence of his own dominions f . 

^ While Darius was carrying on the war againft the Egyp- 
tians and Arabians, the Medes revolted : but being defeated 
were forced to return to their former allegiance, and in pu- 
nifliment of their rebellion reduced to harder fubje£tion than 
before, as is ufually the cafe c, Darius Teems to have been 
Jikewife fuccefsful againft the Egyptians ; for Amy r testis be- 
ing dead, after a reign of fix years, his fon Paufiris fucceeded 
him, as Herodotus informs us in the kingdom with the 
Confent of the Per/tans, which ftiews that they were matters 
of Egypt. 

Cpxs the . Darius, having thus fettled the affairs of Media and Egypt, 
yoomger inverted Cyrus his youngeft fon with the fupreme command of 
apfrsjnted all the provinces of Afia Minor. He was a very young man 
gpvemor to be rntrufted with fo much power ; for being born after his 
ofA&R father's acceffion to the crown, he could not have been above 
M ^ 3Cr - fixteen years old when he received this important commiffion. 

But as he was the darling of his mother Paryfatis, who had 
an abfolute fway over the king her hufband, fhe obtained this 
command for him, with a view to put him in a condition to 
contend for the crown after his father's death ; and this ufe 
he accordingly made of it to the great difturbance of the whole 
empire, as we fhall fee hereafter On his receiving his 
commi/fion be was ordered to affift the Lacedemo?iians againft 
the Athenians, contrary to the wife meafures obferved by 
TiJKtphernes, who, by fometimes helping one fide and fome- 
times the other, had fo ballanced matters between them, that 
thev continued to harrafi each other, without being at lcifure 
Co dtfturb the Per/tans, who had fo long been the common 

Timjcyd. I. viii. init. Ju st i n . 1. v. c. 2. Djodor. 1. xiii. 
p 160. r Xlnoph. Hellenic. 1. i. Hi; robot .1. ix. u He- 
rouot. 1, iii. »v Xenoph. Hellen. 1. i. Pi utarch. in Ar- 
ray. £ L\ ri .:r.\ho. jultm. 1. v. c. 5. Djodor, I. xiii. p. 368. 
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enemies of both. This order given, Cyrus foon difcovered* 
the weaknefs of the king's politics. For the Lacedemonians 
having, with the affiftance given them by Cyrus, foon over- 
powered the Athenians, lent firft Thimbro, and after him 
Dercyllidas, and at laft Agefilaus their king to invade the Per- 
jian provinces in AJia, where they made great conquefts, and 
would have endangered the whole empire, had not Darius, by 
diftributing large fums of money among the demagogues or 
governors of the Greek cities, found means to rekindle the war 
in Greece, which obliged the Lacedemonians to recall their 
troops for their own defence 51 . 

Cyrus having put to death two noble Perfians, fons to a 
fifter of Darius, for no other reafon, bat becaufe they had not* 
in meeting him, wrapt up their hands in their fleeves, as was 
cuftomary among the Per/tans in the prefence of their kings, 
Darius recalled him to court, on pretence that he was indif- 
pofed and defired to fee him. Cyrus, well knowing how 
great an afcendant his mother had over the king, prepared 
for his journey ; but before he fet out he ordered fuch large 
fublidies to be fent to Lyfander general of the Lacedemonians, 
as enabled him to gain that memorable vi&ory over the Athe- 
nians at the Goats river on the Hellefpont, which put an end 
to the Athenian power and the Peleponnejian war, after it 
had lafted twenty feven years y . Darius was highly incenfed 
againft Cyrus, not only on account of the death of his two 
nephews, but becaufe he had prefumed to challenge honours 
that were due only to the king : and therefore defigned to 
deprive him of his government. But upon his arrival the 
queen not only reconciled his father to him, but ufed all her 
art to have him declared heir to the crown, by reafon he was 
born after his father's acceffion to the throne, which had given 
the preference to Xerxes in the reign of Darius Hyjlafpes \ Da- 
rius could not by any jmeans be prevailed upon to comply with 
her requeft ; but, however, bequeathed him the government 
of thofe provinces, which he ruled before. Not long after Darics 
Darius Nothus died, after he had reigned nineteen years, and Nothua 
was fucceeded by Arfaces his eldeft fon by Paryfatis, who on 
his afcending the throne took the name of Artaxerxes, and was Year of 
for his extraordinary memory called by the Greeks Mnemon, c ^ e N Q0 & 
that is Rememberer. While he was attending his father on y"*V 
his death-bed, he defired. to be informed by what art he had fo™c£~A 
fo happily managed the government, that by following the fame n 

* Xhnoph. Diodor. Justin, ibid. Thucyd. I. ii. Plut. 

inLyfandro. t Xhnoph. Hellen. L ii. Plutarch, in Ly- 
fandro. Diodor. 1 xiii. 
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rule he might be bleffed with the like fuccefs. The dying 
king gave him this memorable anfwer, that he had ever done, 
to the beji of his knowledge, zvhat religion and jujiice required, 
without fwerving from the one or the other z . 
Artaxerx- Upon the death of Darius his fon Artaxerxes went to Pa- 
ct Mne- fargada, to be there inaugurated after the Per/tan cuftom by 

the priefts of Bellow. He was no fooner arrived there, but 
he was informed by one of the priefts, that his brother Cyrus 
had formed a confpiracy againft him, with a defign to murder 
him in the very temple. Upon this Information Cyrus was 
feized and fentenced to death. But his mother Paryfatis pre- 
vailed upon the Icing, not only to fave his life, but to fend him 
ba^k to the government of Jfia Minor, which his father had 
left him 

Artaxerxes was no fooner fettled on the throne, but Statira 
his qucen ? whom he was very fond of on account of her ex- 
traordinary beauty, employed her power with him to the ut- 
ter ruin of Udiafles, who had killed her brother Teriteuchmes. 
This quarrel had its rife in the reign of Darius, and the whole 
was a complication of adultery, inceft, and murder, which 
raifed great difturbances in the royal family, and ended in the 
ruin of all who were concerned in it. Statira was daughter 
to Hydarnes a Perfixn lord, and governor of one of the chief 
provinces of the empire. Artaxerxes, then called Arfaces 9 
falling in love with her, married her, and at the fame time 
Teriteuchmes her brother married Hamejiris, one of the daugh- 
ters of Darius and fifter to Arfaces, by reafon of which mar- 
riage he was appointed oa his father's death to fucceed him in 
his government. But falling in love with his own fifter Rox- 
ana, no ways inferior in beauty to Statira, that he might 
without any conftraint enjoy her, he refolved todifpatch his 
wife Hamejlris, amLraifc a rebellion in the kingdom. Darius 
being acquainted with his wicked defigns, engaged Udiafles, 
an intimate friend of Teriteuchmes, to murder him, which he 
did accordingly, and was rewarded by the king with the go- 
vernment of his province. Mithridates, the fon of Udiafles, 
who was one of Teriteuchmes 1 s guards, and greatly attached to 
hismafter, hearing that his father had committed this murder, 
littered all manner of imprecations againft him, and to fhew 
his abhorrence of fo vile an a&ion, feized on the city of Za- 
ris, and openly revoking declared for the fon of Teriteuchmes \ 
Mithridates was by the king's forces blocked up in the city of 

* Plutarch, in Artaxerxe. Diodor. ubi fupra. Just in. 1. v. 
c. 8, & it. Athenjeus, 1. xii. a Pluta rch . in Artax. Xb- 
^iiopH. de cxped.Cyri. 1. 5. Justin , 1. i.e. 5, 11. 
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Zarisj and with him the fbn of Teriteucbmes 3 all the reft of 
the family of Hydames were apprehended and delivered to Pa- 
ryfatis to execute her revenge upon them, for the ill ufage 
done or intended againft her daughter. That cruel princeffi 
began with Roxana, whofe beauty had been the occalion of 
all this mifchief, and caufed her to be fa wed in two, the others 
were all beheaded except Statira, whom fhe fpared at the 
earneft entreaties and through the importunate tears of her 
hufband Arfaces, contrary to the opinion of Darius, who told 
her that fhe would afterwards have occafion to repent it. 
Thus the cafe ftood at the death of Darius. But Arfaces 
was no fooner fettled on the throne, than Statira prevailed up- 
on him to deliver Udiajies into her hands ; whereupon fhe 
caufed his tongue to be drawn out at his neck, and made him 
die in the moft exquifite torments fhe could invent, in revenge 
of the part he had a&ed in the ruin of her family; His foft 
Mithridates fhe appointed governor of his province, for the 
attachment he had fhewn to Teriteucbmes. But Paryfatis, 
bitterly refenting this fa£t, poifoned the fon of Teriteucbmes 3 

and not long after Statira herfelf, as we fhall hereafter re- 
late b. 

Cyrus returning to his government of Afia Minor full of 
refentment for the fentence of death, which his brother had 
pronounced againft him, refolved to revolt and ufe his utmoft 
endeavours to drive him from the throne. With this view he 
employed GUarchus a Lacedemonian general to raife a. body of 
Greek troops for his fervke, under pretence of a war which tho 
Lacedemonians were to carry into Thrace. Alcihiades the A- 
thenian, being well apprised of the true end for which thefe 
levies were made, pafTed over into the province of Pharnaba- 
%us with a defign to proceed from thence to the Per/tan court, 
and acquaint Artaxerxes with the whole fcheme. Had he ar- 
rived there, a difcovery of fuch importance had without all 
doubt procured him the favour of that prince, and the aflif- 
tance he wanted for the re-eftablifhment of his country. But 
the partifans of the Lacedemonians , at Athens, that is the thir- 
ty tyrants, fearing the negotiations of fo fupcrior a genius, 
found means to induce Pharnabazus to put him to death, 
whereby the Athenians loft the great hopes they had con- 
ceived of fpeedily recovering their former ftate c 

The cities that Were under the government of Tijfapher- c Y m ** 
nts revolted from him to Cyrus. This incident, which was * 
the effed of the fecret practices of that prince, gave birth to fl; s 

brother* 



*> Orra. in Piri. c XbMOh, dc exped Cyr. !. 1. Piut. 

in Arcax. 
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Year of a war between them. Cyrus, under pretence of arming a- 
theFlood, gainft Tijfaphernes, affembled troops openly, and to amufe 
2596. the court more fpecioufly, made grievous complaints to the 

ru°-a k* n S a S a * n ft r ^ at governor, demanding his protection and af- 
» fiftance in the moft fubmiffive manner. Artaxerxes, being 
f^z-^j deceived by thefe appearances, believed, that ail Cyrus's pre- 
parations were defigned only againft Tijfaphernes, and, not 
being difpleafed that they fhould be at variance with each o- 
ther, fuffered him to raife what forces he pleafed d . 

The young prince loft no time on his fide, and haftened 
the execution of his great defign. As he had affifted the La~ 
cedemgnians againft the Athenians, and put them in a condi- 
tion of gaining thofe vi&ories which made them matters of 
Greece, he thought he might fafely difclofe to them his defign, 
and ask their affiftance for the accomplifliing of it. The La- 
cedemonians readily granted him his demand, difpatching im- 
mediately orders to their fleet to join that of the prince, and 
to obey in all things the command of Tamos his admiral. But 
they took care not to mention Artaxerxes, pretending not to 
be privy to the defigns that were carrying on againft him. This 
precaution th?y ufed, that in cafe Artaxerxes fhould get the 
better of his brother they might juftify themfelves to him for 
what they had done c . 

The army which Cyrus had raifed, confifted of 13000 
Greeks ; who were the flower of his army, and 100,000 re- 
gular troops of other nations. Clearchus the Lacedemonian 
commanded all the P eloponnejian troops, except the Acheans, 
who were led by Socrates of Achaia. The Beotians were 
under Proxenus, a Thehan, and the Thejfalians under Menon. 
The other nations were commanded by Per/tan generals, of 
whom the chief was Ariaus, The fleet confifted of 35 ftiips 
under Pythagoras a Lacedemonian, and 25 commanded by Ta- 
mos an Egyptian, admiral of the whole fleet f . Cyrus opened 
his defign to none of the Greeks except Clearchus, fearing the 
boldnefs of the enterprize might difcourage the officers as well 
as the foldiers. Proxenus, between whofe family and Xeno- 
pbon's an anticnt friendfhip fubfifted, prefented that young 
Athenian to Cyrus, who received him favourably, and gave 
him a commiffion among the Greek mercenaries 8 . Cyrus 9 
having at length got all things ready, fet out from Sardis diretf- 
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ployed : For Cyrus had only given out, that he was marching 
againft the Piftdians, who with frequent incurfions harraffed 
his province. However, Tiffaphernes, judging thefe prepa- 
rations to be too great for fo fmall an enterprize, fet out with 
all poffible expedition from Miletus to give the king a true ac- 
count of them. Artaxerxes, being now well apprifed of his 
brother's defigns, affembled a numerous army to receive him. 
In the mean time Cyrus advancing with long marches arrived 
at the ftraights of Cilicia, where he found Syennefes, king of 
that country,- prepared to difpute his paflage ; wherein he 
would have eafily fucceeded, had he not been obliged to a- 
bandon that important pafs, to defend his own territories a- 
gainft Tamos and the Lacedemonian fleet which appeared up- 
on the coaft K 

When they arrived at Tar/us the Greeks refufed to proceed 
any farther, fufpe&ing that they were marching againft the 
king, and protefting, that they did not enter into the fervice 
upon that condition. Clear chus at firft made ufe of his au- 
thority to quell the tumult, but with very ill fuccefs; and 
therefore defifting from force he pretended to enter into their 
views, and advifed them to fend deputies to Cyrus 9 to know 
from his own mouth againft whom they were to be employed. 
By this artful evafion he appeafed the tumult, and was himfelf 
chofen for one of the deputies. Cyrus, whom he had acquaint- 
ed before-hand with what had happened, anfwered that he 
was going to attack Abrocomas, who was at twelve days march 
diftance encamped on the banks of the Euphrates, The Greeks 
plainly faw that this was 'not his true defign, but neverthelefs 
fliewed themfelves willing to proceed, on conditioa^fe^ theiv 
pay was increafed. This Cyrus willingly granted, and lin- 
ing gained their affe&ions during the march by treating then\ 
with extraordinary kindnefs and humanity, he at laft declared 
that' he marched againft Artaxerxes. Upon this fome com- 
plaints were heard at firft, but they foon gave way to expres- 
sions of joy and fatisfa&ion, occafioned by that prince's mag- 
nificent promifes to the army 

Cyrus arriving, after a long march, in the plains of Cunaxa 
in the province of Babylon, found there Artaxerxes with an 
army of goo,ooo men ready to engage him. Whereupon, 
leaping out of his chariot, he ordered his troops to ftand to 
their arms and fall into their ranks, which was done with 
great expedition, he not allowing them time to refrefli them- 
felves. Clearchus advifed Cyrus not to charge in perfon, but 
to remain in the rear of the Greet battalions. This advice 



ft Idem, 1, i. p. 248—261. 1 Xjenoph. & PtuT. ibid. 

D 2 Cyrus 



eS fbi MJtory of the Periians. , Book I. 

Cyrus reje&ed with indignation, faying that he would not ren- 
der himfelf unworthy of the crown for which he was fighting. 
As the king's army drew near, the Greeks fell upon them 
with fuch fury, that the wing oppolite to them, was at the 
very firft onfet, put to flight 5 whereupon Cyrus was, with 
loud fhouts of joy, proclaimed king by thofe who flood round 
him. But he in the mean time perceiving, that Artaxerxes was 
wheeling about to attack him in flank, advanced againft him 
with 600 chofen horfe, killed Artagerfes> captain of the 
king's guards, with his own hand, and put the whole body 
to flight. In this encounter difcovering his brother, he cried 
out, / fee him.) and fpurring on his horfe engaged him with 
great refolution, which in fome degree turned the battle into 
a fingle combat, each of the two brothers endeavouring to 
aflure himfelf of the crown by the death of his rival. Cyrus 
killed his brother's horfe, and wounded him on the ground % 
but he immediately mounted another, when Cyrus attacked 
him again, gave him a fecond wound, and had already lifted 
up his hand to give him a third, which the king's guards ob- 
ferving they all difcharged their arrows, aiming at him alone, 
and he at the fame time throwing himfelf headlong upon the 
king was run through by his javelin and pierced with in- 
Cyrus numerable arrows. He fell dead upon the fpot, and all the 
fiain. c jjj e f j or( j s Q f court, refolving not to furvive their matter, 

were killed in the place where he fell $ a certain proof, fays 
Xenophoti) that he well knew how to choofe his friends, and 
that he was truly beloved by them- Some writers tell us, 
that Cyrus 1 was killed by a Carlan 1 fdldier, Mitbridates a 
young Perfian nobleman, boaftcd that he had given him the 
Yearof mortal blow with his javelin, which entered his temple, and 
the Flood, pierced his head quite through. Artarxerxes y after having 
259S. caufed his head and right hand to be cut off, purfued the ene- 
Year be- my to their camp, and there poflefled himfelf of great part of 
fore Chrift their baggage and provifions. The Greeks had defeated the 
401. king's left wing commanded by Tijfaphernes^ and the king's 

right wing commanded by himfelf, had routed the enemies 
left ; and as neither knew what had happened elfewhere, both 
parties believed they had gained the day. But Tijfaphernes 
acquainting the king that his men had been put to flight by the 
Greeks^ he immediately rallied his troops in order to attack 
them. The Greeks under the command of Clear chus^ eafily 
repulfed them? and purfued them to the neighbouring hillg. 
As night was drawing near, the Greeks halted at the foot of 
the hilJ, much furprifed that neither Cyrus himfelf nor ary 
jnefleuger from him appeared, for they yet knew nothing of 
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his death, or the defeat of the reft of the army. They deter- 
mined therefore to return to their camp, which they did ac- 
cordingly ; but found there that the greateft part of their bag- 
gage had been plundered, and all their provifions taken, which 
obliged them to pafs the night in the camp without any fort 
of refrefhment. The next morning, as they were ftill ex- 
pecting to hear from Cyrus^ they received the fad news of his 
death, and the defeat of that part of the army. Whereupon 
they tent deputies to Ariceus^ who had retired to the place 
whence they had marched the day before the adtion, offering 
him as conquerors the crown of Perfia in the room of Cyrus. 
Arioeus rejected the offer, and acquainted them that he in- 
tended to fet out early the next morning on his return to Ionia , 
advifing them to join him in the night. They followed his 
diredlions, and under the conduct of Clear chus began their 
march, and arrived at his camp about midnight, whence they 
let out on their return to Greece k . They were at a vaft dis- 
tance from their own country, in the very heart of the Perfian 
empire, furrounded by a numerous and conquering army, and 
had no way to return again into Greeee, but by forcing their 
retreat through an immenfe tra& of the enemies country. But 
their valour and refolution mattered all thefe difficulties ; and 
in fpite of a powerful army, which purfued and harrafled them 
all the way, they made a retreat of 2325 miles through pro- 
vinces belonging to the enemy, and got fafe to the Greek ci- 
ties on the Euxine fea. This was the Iongeft march and molt 
memorable retreat that ever was made through an enemy's 
country. Clearchus had the conduft of it at firft, but he being 
cut off by the treachery of Tiffaphernes, Xenophan was cho- 
fen in his room, and to his valour and wifdom it was chiefly 
owing that at length they got fafe into Greece. As the fame 
Xenophan has given a minute account of this expedition, and 
the retreat of the Greeks from the place of the battle to their 
own country, we fliall refer the reader to that inimitable per- 
formance, and return to what pafled in the court of Arta- 
xerxes after the battle of Gunaxa. 

As he believed that he had killed Gyrus with his own hand, 
and looked upon that as the moft glorious a&ion of his whole 
life, to difpute that honour with him was wounding him in 
the moft tender part. Being therefore informed, that the 
Carian foldier, whom we have mentioned above, laid claim to 
that glory, he caufed him to be delivered to Paryfatis^ who 
had fworn the deftrudtion of all thofe who were any ways con- 

* Xinoph. ibid, 272^292. Diodor. 1. xiv. p. 255 
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eerned in the death of her fon. She made that unhappy 
wretch fuffer the moft exquifite torments Ihe could invent du- 
ring ten days, and then put him to a moft cruel death. Mi- 
thridates likewife, having boafted that it was he who gave 
Cyrus his mortal wound, was treated in the manner we 
have defcribed, where we fpoke of the punifhmcnts ufed a- 
mong the Perfians. Majabates one of the king's eunuchs, 
who by his order had cut off the head and hand of Cyrus be- 
ing delivered to Paryfatis, was flayed alive, and his fkin 
ftretched before his eyes upon two flakes prepared for that 
purpofe. Nor did the cruelty and refentment of Paryfatis 
ftop here ; for having conceived an implacable hatred againft 
Statira for reproaching her, as if flie had countenanced her 
fon Cyrus's revolt againft his brother, that revengeful woman 
poifoned her own daughter-in-law in the following manner. 
Paryfatis, feigning to be reconciled to her, invited her one 
night to fupper, and a certain bird being ferved up, which 
was a great rarity among the Perfians, (he divided it between 
Statira and herfelf with a knife which was poifoned on one 
fide only : the found part fhe immediately eat, which encou- 
raged Statira, though upon her guard, to eat the other ; 
whereupon /he was that inftant feized with horrible convulfi- 
ons and died in a few hours. Artaxerxes being, greatly af- 
flicted -for the lo(s of his beloved wife, and fufpe&ing his mo- 
ther, caufed all her domeftics to be put to the rack, when 
Gygis, one of her confidants difcovered the whole. Artaxer- 
xes caufed Gygis, who was privy to the crime, to be put to 
a cruel death, and confined his mother to Babylon, telling her, 
that he would never fet his foot within the gates of that city 
while fhe was there ; but at length, time having alleviated 
his grief, he allowed her to return to court, where, by an 
entire fubmiffion to his will, fhe regained his favour, and bore 
Vk Lace- a great fway at court to her death K 

dcraoni- After the death of Cyrus, Tiffaphernes being fent back to 
ans make his former government, and moreover inverted with the fame 
nuav upon power which hud been given to Cyrus, he began toharrafs and 
the Perfi- opprefs the Greek cities, that were within the verge of his au- 

thority and had fided with that unfortunate prince, Where- 

* Tfl A u P 0n *^ e y *" ent am hafladors t0 the Lacedemonians imploring 
e 00 ' their affiftance and protection. The Lacedemonians, having 

Year be- now enc ' ec ' *he ' on § war which they had waged with the A~ 
foredirift ^ )entans '» hlid liold of this opportunity of breaking again with 
^oo. the PtrftMh and fent Thimbro with an army againft them, 
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which being ftrengthened by the conjun&ion of thtffe forces 
that Xenopbon brought back from Perjia, they took the field 
againft Tiffaphernes. But Tbimbro being foon recalled upon 
fome complaints and fent into banifliment, Dercyilidas was 
appointed to fucceed him. As he was both a brave general 
and a famous engineer, he was attended with far better fuc- 
cefe than his predeceflbr. Upon his firft arrival finding that 
Tiffaphernes and Pbarnabazus, governors of the two neighbour- 
ing provinces, were at variance with each other, he made a 
truce with the former, and marching againft the latter with 
all his forces drove him quite out of Molls and feveral cities 
of other provinces- Pbarnabazus, fearing he might invade 
Phrygia the chief province of his government, was glad to 
make a truce with him, leaving him in pofleffion of what he 
had taken. Upon this truce he marched into Bithynia, where 
he took up his winter quarters to avoid being chargeable to 
his allies. At the fame time Pbarnabazus took a journey to 
the Perfian court, and there made loud complaints againft 
tiffaphernes, for concluding a peace with Dercyilidas inftead 
of affifting him againft the common enemy. He likewifc 
earneftly prefled the king to equip a great fleet, and appoint 
Conon the Athenian, then an exile in Cyprus, admiral, telling 
him, that as Conon was the beft fea-commander of his time, 
he might by that means obftruit the paflage of all farther re- 
cruits from Greece, and foon put an end to the power of the 
Lacedemonians in AJia. His propofal was approved of by the 
king, who immediately ordered 500 talents to be paid him 
for the equipment of a fleet, with inftru&ions to give Conon 
the command of it m . 

In the mean time Dercyilidas, having reduced Atarna % 
marched into Caria, where Tiffaphernes ufually refided. For 
the Lacedemonians, believing that, if he were attacked there, 
he would comply with all their demands in order to favc that 
province, had fent Dercyilidas exprefs orders to march thither. 
This Tijfaphernes and Pbarnabazus no fooner heard but they 
united againft Dercyilidas, whom they came up with in i'o 
difadvantageous a poft, that had they charged him immediately, 
he muft inevitably have pcrilhcd. Pbarnabazus was for at- 
tacking him, but Tiffaphernes, who at the buttle ol Cunaxee 
had experienced their valour, could not be brought to venture 
an engagement ; but fent heralds to Dercyilidas to invite him 
to a parley, in which propofals for a peace being offered on 
both fides, they made a truce till the anfwer of their refpec- 
tive mailers Ihould be known. Thus Dercyilidas and his 
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army were faved from utter deftru&ion, through the cow- 
ardice of his enemy, when nothing elfe could have delivered 
them 

In the mean time the Lacedemonians, receiving accounts 
from Afia, that the king of Perfia was equipping a power- 
ful fleet on the coafts of Phcsnice, Syria, and Cilicia, and 
fuppofing it to be defigned, as it truly was, againft them, 
refolved to fend Agefilaus, one of their kings, into Afia, in 
Agefilaus order to make a diverfion. All things being ready for this 
fajfesinto expedition, Agefilaus fet fail with a confiderable body of 
Afia. ^ troops, and arrived at Ephefus before any of the king's offi- 
Yeai :t cers t jj e ] ca ft. intimation of this defign ; with fuch 
*k? Flood fecrecy and expedition v/as the whole . managed at Sparta. 
Before Agefilaus upon his arrival took the field with io,000 foot, 
Chr°ft anc * 4 000 h° r fe> an ^j finding no body in a condition to op- 
g ' * pofe him, carried all before him. Whereupon Tijfaphernes 

fent a meflenger to enquire for what end he was come into 
Afia, and why he had taken up arms. Agefilaus replied, that he 
was come to aflift the Greeks inhabiting Afia, and reftore 
them to their antient liberty. Tijfaphernes, being quite un* 
prepared for a war, afTured Agefilaus, that his mailer would 
grant him what he demanded, provided he committed no 
adis of hoftility till the return of an exprefs which he had fent 
to court. Agefilaus believed him, and a truce was agreed on 
and fworn to on both fides. But Tijfaphernes, without any 
regard to his oath r made no other ufe of this truce than to at- 
femble troops on all fides, and fend to the king for more 
forces, and as foon as he received them, he fent word to 
Agefilaus to depart Afia, denouncing war againft him in cafe 
of refufal. This mefTage greatly alarmed the Lacedemonians 
and their confederates, as not believing themfelves in a con- 
dition to op pofe the now numerous army of Tijfaphernes, 
who had been joined by auxiliaries from all parts of the 
Perfian empire. As for Agefilaus himfelf, he heard Tijfa- 
phernes* $ heralds with a gay and eafy air, and defired them 
to tell their mafter, that he was under great obligations to 
him, for having made the gods by his perjury enemies to 
Perfia, and friends to Greece. Having with this anfwer dif- 
miiied the heralds, he drew all his forces together, and made 
a feint, as if he intended to invade Caria ; but as foon as he 
underftood, that Tijfaphernes had caufed all his troops to 
march into that province, he turned fhort and fell upon 
Phrygia. As his coming thither was wholly unexpected, ht 
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over-ran great part of the province without any oppofition, 
took many towns, and, loaded with an immenfe booty* 
marched back by the fea-coaft into Ionia, and wintered at 

Ephefus °. 

Early in the fpring Agefilaus took the field, and gave 
out that his defign was to invade Lydia. But Tiffaph ernes, 
who had not forgot the ftratagem of the former campaign, 
took it for granted, that he now truly intended to fall upon 
Carta, and accordingly made his troops march to the defence 
of that province. But Ageftlaits led his army, as he had 
given out, into Lydia, and approached Sardis* Wherecipon 
Tijfapbernes recalled his forces from their former rout, with 
a defign to relieve the place. But Carta being a very moun- 
tainous country and unfit for horfe, he had marched thither 
only with the foot, and left the horfe behind on the borders of 
that province. Whence on their marching back to the relief of 
Sardis, the horfe being fome days march before the foot, 
Agefilaus took the advantage of fo favourable an opportunity, 
and fell upon them before the foot could come up to their 
affiftance. The Perfians were routed at the very firft onfet, 
and Agefilaus, becoming by this vidory matter of the field, 
over-ran the whole country, and enriched both himfelf and 
his army with the fpoils of the conquered Perfians p . 

The lofs of this battle greatlv incenfed the king againft Tiffa- 
Tiffaphernes, and encreafed the fulpicion which he had before phernet 
conceived of him, as if he had fomething elfe in view befides put to 
his matter's intereft. At the fame time Conon, arriving at death. 
the Perfian court, heightened the king's difpleafure with new 
complaints againft him ; for he had deprived the foldiers on 
board Conon's fleet of their pay, and thereby difabled him from 
doing the king any fervice. Queen Paryfatis, adtuated by an 
irreconciJeable hatred againft all thofe who had any fhare in 
the death of her fon Cyrus, did not fail on this occafion to 
aggravate the charges brought againft him. Hereupon the 
king refolved to put him to death, but being afraid to attack 
him openly, by reafon of the great authority he had in Afia, 
he charged Titbraufies, captain of the guards, with that im- 
portant commiffion, giving him at the fame time two letters ; 
the one directed to Tijfapbernes, and impowering him to 
purfue the war againft the Greeks in what manner he thought 
beft ; the other was addrefled to Ariaus governor of LariJJ'a, 
commanding him to affift Titbraufies^ with his counfel and all 
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his forces, in feizing Tijfapbernes. Upon the receipt of this 
letter, Ariaus defircd Tijfapbernes to come to him, that they 
might confer together about the operations of the enfuing cam- 
paign. Tijfapbernes^ who fufpe&ed nothing, went to him 
with a guard only of 300 men. But while he was bathing, 
according to the Perfian cuftom, and difarmed, he was feized 
and put into the hands of Tithraujies, who caufed his head to 
be ftruck off and fent into Perfta. The king gave it to Pary- 
fatis, an acceptable prefent to one of her revengeful tem- 
per «. 

Upon the death of Tijfapbernes , Ttthraujles^ who was ap- 
pointed tofucceed him, fent great prefents to Agejilaus, telling 
him, that the caufe of the war being removed, and the firft 
author of all their differences put to death, nothing could 
prevent an accommodation ; that the king his mafter would 
allow the Greek cities in AJia to enjoy their liberty, paying 
him the cuftomary tribute, which was all that the Lacedemo- 
nians required when they firft began the war. Agefilaus re- 
plied, that he could not come to any agreement without or- 
ders from Sparta. However, as he was willing to give 77- 
thraujles the fatisfa&ion of removing out of his province, he 
marched into Phrygia\ which was the province of Pbarna- 
bazusy Titbraujies paying him thirty talents to defray the 
charges of his march. Upon his march he received a letter 
from the magiftrates of Sparta, giving him the command 
of the fleet as well as of the land-forces. By this new com- 
mifllon he was appointed fole commander of all the troops in 
JJia> both by fea and land. This drew him down to the 
fea-coaft, where he put the fleet in good order, and appointed 
Pifander, his wife's brother, admiral, ordering him forth- 
with to put to fea. In this he was more influenced by private 
affe&ion for his brother-in-law, than by the due regard he 
ought to have had for the public good ; for though Pifander 
was a man of great courage and valour, yet he was not in 
other refpetts equal to that truft, as the event fufficiently 
proved r . 

Agejilaus, having fettled the maritime affairs, purfued his 
dcfign of invading Phrygia, where he reduced many cities, 
and amafled grtat fums of money, maintaining his army on 
the territories of Pbarnabazusin great affluence. From thence 
he marched ii to Paphlagonia, being invited thither by Spitb- 
ridatcsy a nolle Perfian^ who had revolted from the king. 

^Xenoph. ubi fupra. Diodoa. 1. xiv. p. 226. Poly^cn. 
Stratag. 1, vik r Pa is an. in Laconicii, Xenoph. k Plutarch, ubi 
fupra. 
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There he concluded a league with Cotys king of that country, 
and returning into Phrygia took the ftrong city of Dafcylium, 
and wintered there in the palace of Pharnabazus, obliging the 
adjacent countries to fupply his army with all forts of provifions f . 
Tithrauftes, finding that Agefilaus was for carrying on the 
war in Afia, fent Thnocrates of Rhodes into Greece, with large 
fums of money, to corrupt the leading men in their cities, 
and rekindle a war againft the Lacedemonians. This ftrata- 
gem produced the intended effeft ; for the cities of Thebes , 
Argos, Corinth, and others, entering into confederacy, ob- 
liged the Lacedemonians to recal their king, as we fhall fee 
in its proper place. In the beginning of the next fpring as 
Agefilaus was ready to take the field, Pharnabazus invited him 
to an interview, and he accepting the invitation, Pharna- 
bazus, after expatiating on the fervices he had done the La- 
cedemonians in their war with the Athenians, reproached therrj 
with ingratitude, fince, in feturn for fo many favours, they 
had pillaged his palace, and ravaged his lands at Dafcylium, 
which were his hereditary eftate. As what he faid was true, 
Agefilaus and the Lacedemonians that attended him, were to 
fuch a degree aftiamed in feeing themfelves fo juftly upbraid- 
ed with ingratitude, that they knew not what to anfwer, no f 
how to excufe fuch an ungenerous proceeding. However 
to make him the beft amends they could, they obliged them 5 
felves by a folemn promife not to invade any of the pro - 
vinccs under his government, fo long as there were other" 
into which they might carry the war againft the Perfian king*. 
They were as good as their word, and immediately with- 
drew with a defign to invade the upper parts of Afia, and 
profecute the war in the very heart of the Perfian empire. 
But while Agefilaus was proje&ing this expedition, a meiren- 
ger arrived at the camp from Sparta, acquainting him, that -Ag^kus 
the Ephori recalled him to defend his own country, againft ™ ****** 
which feveral ftates of Greece had formed a ftrong confe- j 
deracy. He readily complied with this order, and made all ? ^ og 
the hafte thither he could, complaining at his departure, % Q f ore 
that the Perfians had driven him out of Afta with thirty Chrift 
thoufand archers, alluding to the Perfian Darics, which y^. 
were pieces of gold ftamped on one fide with the figure of an 
archer c . 




f Plut. in Agefil. Xenoph. Hellenic. 1. iv. p. 507. 51c. 
* Xenoph. ubi fupra. p. 513. Plut. in Agefil. p. 603, 604. 
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Canon, on his return from the Perfian court, having brought 
money enough to pay the foldiers 3nd mariners their arrears, 
and fupply the fleet with arms and provifions, took Pharna- 
bazus on board, and forthwith fet fail in queft of the enemies. 
The Perfian fleet confifted of 90 veflels and upwards ; 
that of the Lacedemonians was not fo numerous, but their fliips 
were larger. They came in view of each other near Cnidos, 
a maritime city of AJia Minor. Conon, who had in fome 
rneafureoccafioned the taking of Athens by Jofing the fea-fight 
at AZgofpotamos, or the Goats river, was determined to ufe 
his utmoft efforts in order to retrieve that misfortune, and 
efface by a glorious vi&ory the difgrace of his former defeat. 
On the other hand, Pifander was defirous to juftify by his 
conduit and valour the choice which Agejilaus his brother-in- 
law had made in appointing him admiral. In effe& he behaved 
with extraordinary courage, and had at firft fome advantage. 
The Lace - g U f Conon having boarded his Clip and killed him with his 
demonians own hand, the reft of the fleet betook themfelves to flight. 
defeated at Q Qnon p Ur f ue d them, took fifty of their fliips, and, having 
Cniaos. g a i nec } a complete victory, put an end to the power of the 

Lacedemonians in thofe parts. The confequence of this victory 
was a general revolt of all the allies of Sparta ; fome declar- 
ing for the Athenians, and others refuming their antient li- 
berty. After this battle the empire of the Lacedemonians de- 
clined daily, till at length the overthrows, which they received 
at Leuttra and Mantinca, compleated their downfal u . 

After this viftory Conon and Pharnabazus being matters 
at fea failed round the iflands and coafts of AJia, reducing the 
cities, which inthofc parts were fubjeft to the Lacedemonians. 
Sejius and Abydus were the only two cities that held out againft 
them. Pharnabazus attacked them by land, c»id Conon by 
fea ; but neither fucceeding in the attempt, the former on the 
approach of winter retired home, leaving Conon to take care 
of the fleet, and ftrengthen it with as many fljips as he could 
affeinblc from the cities on the Hellefpont, againft the enfuing 
fpring x . 

Conon having afiembled, purfuant to his commiflion, a 
powerful fleet againft the time appointed, took Pharnaba** 
tus again on board, and fleering hiscourfe thro' the iflands, 
landed in Melos themoft diftant of them all. Havingreduced 
frl lis ifland, as lying very convenient for the invadingpf Laco- 
nia s the country of the Lacedemonians, he made from thence 
a defcent on the coafts of that province, pillaged all the mari- 

11 Xi-noph. ubi fupra. p. 518. Diodor.1. xiv. p. 302. Justin, 
1. \i. e. 2, 3. * Xsnopw. ibid.p. 5^4. Diodor J.xiv. p. 441. 
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time places, and loaded his fleet with an immenfe booty. • Af- 
ter this Pharnabazus returning to his government of Phrygia, 
Conon obtained leave of him to repair to Athens with 80 (hips 
and 50 talents, in order to rebuild the walls of that city, ha- 
ving firft convinced him, that nothing could more effediually 
contribute to the weakening of Sparta, than putting Athens 
again in a condition to rival its power. He no fooner arrived Q onon re 
at Pirceus, the port of Athens, but he began the work, which, ^ " 
as he had a great number of hands and was feconded by the ^alls •/ 
zeal of all thofe that were well inclined to the Athenians, was Athens, 
foon compleated, and the city, not only reftored to its former Year of 
fplendor, but rendered more formidable than ever to its ene- the Flood, 
mies. Thus Athens was rebuilt by the Perjians, who had 2606. 
deftroyed it, and fortified at the expence and with the fpoils Year be- 
of the Lacedemonians, who had difmantled it. Conon, having f° re 
rebuilt the walls of the city, of the port, and thofe which c hnft 
led from the former to the latter, and were called the Long- ,393; 
walls, diftributed the 50 talents, which he had received of 
Pharnabazus, among his citizens, and offered the gods a fa- 
crifice of an hundred oxen, in thankfgiving for the happy re- 
eftablHhment of his native country y . 

The Lacedemonians could not behold without great con- 
cern fo glorious a revolution, and finding themfelves unable 
to maintain a war, with men as brave as themfelves aflifted 
with the treafures of Perjia, difpatched Antalcidas one of 
their citizens to Tiribazus, governor of Sardis, enjoining him 
to conclude a peace with Artaxerxes upon the moft advantage- 
ous terms he could. The other cities of Greece, in alliance 
with the Athenians, fent at the feme time their deputies, and 
Conon was at the head of thofe from Athens. The terms, 
which Antalcidas propofed, were, that the king fhould poficft 
all the Greek cities in Afia \ but the iflands and other cities in 
Greece fhould enjoy their liberty, and be governed by their 
own laws. As thefe propofals were very advantageous to the 
king and diflionourable to the Greeks in general, the other 
ambafladors were all unanimous in reje&ing them. The La* 
cedemonians, bearing an implacable hatred to Conon for the 
reftoring of Athens, had charged Antalcidas to accufe him to 
Tiribazus of having purloined the king's money for the carry-' 
ing on of that work, and of having formed a defign for the 
taking of Molts and Ionia from the Perjians, and uniting them 
anew to the republic of Athens. Upon thefc accufationg 
Tiribazus feized him, and, having fupplicd the Lacedemonians 



V Xb.noph. & Diodok. ibid. 
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underhand with confiderable funis of money for the equipping 
of a fleet againft the Athenians, fet out for the Perftan court 
to give the king an account of his negotiations. Artaxerxes 
was well pleafed with the terms which the Lacedemonians had 
propofed, and direfted him to put the laft hand to the treaty. 
At the fame time Tiribazus laid before the king the accufati- 
ons which the Lacedemonians had brought againft Conon. 
Whereupon he was, according to fome writers 2 , fent to Sufa 
and there put to death by the king's command ; but the filence 
of Xenophon, who was his contemporary, as to his death, 
makes us doubt of the truth of this event a . 

Whixe Tiribazus was attending the court, Sutbras was 
charged to guard the coafts of Afia in his abfence. On this 
occafion obierving the havock, which the Lacedemonians had 
made in all the maritime provinces, lie conceived fuch an 
averfion to them, that he fent what fupplies he could fpare to 
their enemies the Athenians. This obliged the Lacedemonians 
to fend Thimhro into Afia to renew the war there ; but, as 
they were not in a condition to fupply him with men or money 
fuificient for fuch an undertaking, he was foon cut off, and 
his army difperfed by the fuperior power of the Perfians. 
Dipbridas was fent in his room to carry on the war with the 
fcattered remains of his army ; but was attended with no bet- 
ter fuccefs, all their attempts upon Afia after the battle of 
Cnidos being but faint ftruggles of a declining power. In the 
mean time Tiribazus returning from Sufa fummoned all the 
deputies 6f the Greek cities to be prefent at the reading of the 
treaty, which had been already approved of by the king. The 
terms were ; that all the Greek cities in Afia fhould be fubjedt 
to the king of Pcrfii, and befides, the iilands of Cyprus and 
fie peace Clazomenes ; that the iilands of Scyros, Lemnos, and Imbros 
of . 4 ntal- fhould be reftorcd to the Athenians \ and all the cities of Greece^ 
cidas whether final I or great, fhould be declared free. By the fame 
Year of treaty Artaxerxes engaged to join thofe who accepted the terms 
the Flood, | ie propofed, and aflift them to the utmoft of his power againft 
^ I2, fuch as fhould reject them. Thefe conditions were equalljr 
Year be- djfodvanfcjgeous and difhonourable to the Grecian name ; 
^ re in however, as Greece was extremely weakened and exhaufted 
7' by domeftic divifions, and therefore no-ways in a condition 

to carry on a war againft fo powerful a prince, they were all 
forced to fwear to the treaty. This is called tho peace of 
jfntalcidas, for he was the firft that propofed it, giving up to 
the Perfians, with the utmoft injuftice and bafenefs, all the 

-Cornel. Nep. in Conon*. a Xjjhoph. ubi fupra. Diodor. 
h aciv. p. 442. 
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Greeks fettled in AJia, for whofe liberty Agefilam had fo long 
contended *>. 

Artaxcrxes, being now quite difengaged from the Grecian 
war, turned his whole power againft Evagoras king of Cyprus, 
whom he had long before defigned to drive out of that ifland, 
but had nevei* been at leifure to put his defign in execution. 
Evagoras was defcended from the antient kings of Salamine, 
the capital city of the ifland of Cyprus* His anceftors had 
held that city for many ages in quality of fovereigns ; but 
were at laft driven out by the Perfians, who, making them- 
felves matters of the whole ifland, reduced it tonPerfian pro- 
vince. Evagoras, who was a man of extraordinary parts, 
not brooking. to live in fubjedion to a foreign yoke, expelled 
Abdymon a Citian, governor of Calamine for the king of Perfia, 
and took poffeffion of his paternal kingdom. Artaxerxes at- 
tempted to recover that city, but being diverted by tjie Greek 
war, and finding Evagoras determined to hold out to the laft, 
gave over, or rather put off, that enterprize. In the mean 
time Consn, by means of Ctefias the Cnidian, who was chief 
phyfician to Artaxerxes, made up all differences between 
Evagoras and 'Artaxerxes, the latter promifng not to moleft 
him in the poffeffion of his fmall kingdom. But Evagoras, 
who was every way qualified for great undertakings, could 
not content himfelf with the city of Salaminc alone. He ex* 
tended his dominions, and by degrees made himfelf matter, 
in a manner, of the whole ifland of Cyprus. The Amathuft- 
ans, Solians, and Citians, alone of thofe iflanders, held out 
againft him. Thefe had recourfeto Artaxerxes, who, beco- 
xning jealous of the power of this a£ttve and wife prince, pro- 
mifed them an immediate and powerful fupport. But being 
employed elfe where, he could not perform his promife fo foon 
as he expe&ed. Having at length concluded a peace with the 
Greeks, he bent all his force againft Evagoras, determined to 
drive him quite out of the ifland. The Athenians, notwith- 
ftanding the treaty of peace lately made with the Per/tans, 
and the many favours received at the king's hands, could not 
forbear affifting their old ally, who had befriended them on 
all occafions. Having therefore equipped ten men of war, 
they fent them, with all pofliblc expedition, under the com- 
mand of Philocrates to aflift him. But the Lacedemonian 
fleet, commanded by Teleutias brother to Ageji/aus, falling in 
with them near the ifle of Rhodes, furrounded theiri, fo that 
not one fhip could efcape c. The Athenians, determined to 

b Xsnoph. 1. v. p. 548—5;!. Diodoh. ubi fopra. p. 447. 
c XtfOPKon. ubi fuprA. Diodoa. 1. *v. p. 45,9. 
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affift Evagoras at all adventures, fent Chabrias with another 
fleet and a confiderable number of land-forces on board to join 
him. This new fupply arrived fafe, and in a fhort time obli- 
ged the whole ifland to fubmit to Evagoras. But the Atheni-* 
am being forced, by the articles of a new treaty concluded 
between Artaxerxes and the cities of Greece, to recal Chabrias, 
the Perjians attacked with all their forces the ifland of Cyprus, 
not doubting, but they fliould foon reduce it, fince no fupplies 
fbe Pcrfi- could be fent thither from Greece. The king's army confift'ed 
ans invade of 300,000 men, and his fleet of 300 (hips. The land-for- 
Cyprus ces were commanded by Orontes fon-in-law to Artaxerxes, 
nutth 300, an d the fleet by Gam the fon of Tamus, whom we have men- 
000 men. tioned above. Tiribazus was commander in chief both of the 
Year ot f ea anc j land-forces. Evagoras, feeing himfelf threatened with 
the t* loo , f Q j rea( jf u j a war> h ac } recourfe to all thofe princes who were 

Yea' be Et enm ' t J r Wlt ^ P er fi ans i receiving fupplies, both of men 
foreChrift am * mone y' fr° m & e Egyptians, Libyans, Arabians, Tyrians, 
gg and other nations. Befides, as he had amafled immenfe trea- 

fures, he hired a great number of mercenaries of various nati- 
ons. As he had a great many fmall vcffels, he intercepted 
all the enemies (hips that brought provifions from the conti- 
nent, and thereby reduced their numerous army, after their 
landing in the ifland, to fuch ftraits, that they began to mu- 
tiny, and killed feveral of their officers. But the whole Perji- 
an fleet putting to fea, the army was again plentifully fupplied 
from Cilicta. At the fame time Evagoras likewife received 
a great fupply of corn and fifty (hips from Egypt, which, to- 
gether with thofe he had fitted out himfelf, making up a fleet 
of 200 fail, he advanced to attack the whole naval force of 
the Per/sans. At firft he had the advantage, and took or de- 
ftroycd feveral of the enemies (hips ; but Gaus advancing with 
a few fhips attacked him with fuch vigour, that Evagoras was 
obliged to retire after anobftinate refiftance. The reft of the 
Per/tan fleet, being encouraged by the example of their admi- 
ral, returned to the charge, and at laft obtained a complete 
vidtory, driving the enemy's (hips into their harbours. Evago- 
ras with a few fhips cfcaped to Calamine, where he was im- 
mediately clofely befieged both by fea and land. After this 
vidiory Tiribazus went in perfon to acquaint the king with 
the fuccefs that attended his arms in Cyprus, and having obtain- 
ed 2000 talents for the ufe of the army, he returned with 
that new fupply to carry on the war more vigoroufly than ever. 
During his abfence, Evagoras, leaving the defence of the city 
to his fon Pythagoras, got through the enemies fleet in the 
dead of the night with ten fhips and failed for Egypt, in hopes 
©f engaging Achcris 9 king of that country, to join him with 

% all 
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all his forces. But not obtaining from him the aid he expefted, 
and finding on his return the city reduced to the laft extremi- 
ties, and himfelf deftitute of all means of raifing the fiege, 
he was obliged to capitulate. The propofals made to him 
were j that helhould abandon all the cities of Cyprus, except 
Salami nt, which he fhould hold of the king, as a fervant of 
his lord, and pay an annual tribute. The extremity to which 
he was reduced obliged him to accept the other conditions, 
hard as they were ; i)ut he could by no means be brought to 
confent to that of holding Sala?ni?ie y as a fervant under his 
mailer, and perfifted in declaring, that he would hold it no 
otherwife than as a king under a king. Tiribazus, who com- 
manded in chief, would not make the leaft alteration, nor 
abate any thing of his pretenficns ; whereupon Evagoras, be- 
ing determined to die fword in hand rather than yield to fuch 
terms, broke off the conference, and applied himfelf entirely 
to the defence of the city d . 

In the mean time Orontes, who commanded the land-forces, 
not being able to brook the fuperiority which Tiribazus had 
over him, as being intrufted v/ith the whole management of 
the war, and jealous of the fuccefs that attended him, wrote 
fecretly to court, acculing him amongft other things of form- 
ing defigns againfl: the king's intereft, and holding a private 
correfpondence with the Lacedemonians. Upon the receipt of 
thefe letters, Jrtaxerxes immediately difpatched orders to 0- 
rontes to feize Tiribazus and fend him prifoner to court, which 
being without delay put in execution, the chief command was 
conferred upon Orontes. But the army being very much dif- 
fatisfied with the change, many left the fervice, and others re- 
fufed to obey their new commander. Whereupon Orontes was 
obliged to renew the treaty with Evagoras, and conclude it 
upon terms which Tiribazus had rejedted ; for he confentcd, 
that he fhould hold Salamine as king of that city, paying only 
a fmall tribute to the king of Perfia. Thus the fiege was 
raifed, and a peace concluded with Evagoras, after a war 
which had coft the Perfians above 50,000 talents, that is near 
ten millions of our money c . For the elogy and character of 
this prince we refer the reader to lfocrates. 

The peace concluded with Evagoras did not put an end to 
the war in thofe parts. For Gaus, refenting the unjuft ufage 
of* Tiribazus, whofe daughter he had married, and fearing to 
be involved in the fame profecution with his father-in-l:uv, and 
put to death on bare fufpicions, fent deputies to Achoris king 

A Diooor. ubi fupra. •Ijocrat. in Evag. 
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of Egypt, and having concluded an alliance with him againft 
the king of Perfia, openly revolted, and was joined by a great 
part both of the fleet and army, moft of the officers being in- 
tirely at his devotion. He like wife folicited the Lacedemoni- 
ans to come into the league, alluring them, that he in his 
turn would, at the end of the war, employ all his forces in 
their favour, and make them matters of all Greece. They 
hearkened favourably to thefe propofals, and embraced with 
joy fuch an opportunity of making war upon the Perjians^ be- 
ing highly diflatisfied with the peace of Antalcidas. But,be- 
fore matters were ripe for execution, Gaus was treacheroufly 
flain by one of his own officers, and Tachos, who took upon 
him to carry on the fame defign, foon died ; whereby the 
vaft preparations they had made came to nothing \ and the 
Lacedemonians never afterwards meddled with the affairs of 
Afia f. 

Artaxerx- Artaxerxes had no fooner finilhed the Cyprian war, but he 
es invades entered upon another againft the Cadufians^ who perhaps had 
t&eCzda- revolted, for authors are filent as to the occafion of this war. 
(tans with This people inhabited the mountains between the Euxine and 
ill fucccfs. Cajpian feas, and, being from their infancy inured to a 
Year of hard and laborious life, were accounted a very warlike race, 
the Flood, k\ n g marched in perfon againft them at the head of 

Y^b 300,000 foot and 20,000 horfe : But, the country by rea- 
foreClfift *° n °^* tS karrennefs not affording provifions fufncientto main* 
° g r n tain fo numerous an army, they were foon reduced to feed 

upon the beafts of burden which accompanied the army ; and 
thefe became fo fcarce, that an afs's head was fold for 60 
drachmas. The king's p 10 v i (ions too began to fall fhort, 
and only a few horfes remained. In this fad pofture of affairs, 
c Iir:bazus contrived a ftratagem which laved the king and the 
army. He followed the court in this expedition, or rather 
was carried about as a prifoner, being in difgrace by reafon of 
the crimes laid to his charge by Orontcs, as we have faid above. 




The Quhf/iansh:\d two kings, who were encamped apart from 
each other. Tiriiazus 9 who took care to be informed of all 
that parted in the enemy's camp, found that there was fome 
mifunJerftanding between them, and that the jealoufy and 
rniftruli, which they had of each oilier, prevented their ail- 
ing in concert. Whereupon he advifed the king to enter in- 
■to a treaty with them, and, taking upon himfelf the whole ma- 
nagement of it, went in perfon to one of the kings, and fent 
his fon to the oilier. Each of them informed the king, to 
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whom he applied, that the other had fent ambailadors to treat 
feparately with Artaxerxes^ and advifed him to lofe no time, 
but make his peace as foon as poffible, that the conditions 
might be the more advantageous. Their negotiations had the 
defired effect, and both princes were brought feparately to fub- 
mit to the king, which faved both him and his army from im- 
pending deftru<ftion e (QJ. 

The king loft in this ill-proje&ed expedition a great num- 
ber of his beft troops, and all his horfes. Among others who 
loft their lives on this occalion was CamiJ/ares, by nation a 
Carian y a man of extraordinary courage and condudh He 
was governor of Leuco-Syria, a province lying between C/7/- 
cia and Cappadoaa, and was fucceeded in that government by 
hisfon Datames* who attended Artaxerxes in this expedition, 
and diftinguifibed himfelf in a very particular manner, Datames 
was the greateft commander of his time, and by none ever 
exceeded, as Cornelius Nepos, who has wrote his life, informs 
us, in courage, boldnefs, and abilities for contriving and exe- 
cuting military ftratagems. But his eminent qualities and 
too great merit occalioned his ruin, as we (hall have occalion 
to relate hereafter. 

On the king's return to Sufa, the eminent fervice which 
Tiribazus had done him in that expedition inclined him to have 
his caufe thoroughly examined, and to grant him a fair hear- 
ing. For that purpofe he appointed three commiffioners, who 
were all of eminent rank and diftinguiflied probity. Thefe, 
after an impartial difcuffion of the whole affair, were unani- 
mous in declaring him innocent ; whereupon he was by the 
king reftored to his former honours, and Urontes his accufer 
with difgrace banilhed the court h . 

Artaxerxes, being now atleifurefrom all other engagements, 
refolved to reduce the Egyptians , who had long before fhaicen 
off the Perfian yoke ; and accordingly made great prepara- 
tions for that war. Achoris^ who then reigned in £gypt,iovc- 

* Plut. in Artax p. 1023, 1024. Diodor. 1. xv. p. 4.62. 
fc DioDOR. ubi fupra, p. 463. 

(QJ A modern writer is of opinion (76), that tne Cadufiam were 
descended from the Ifradites of the ten tribes, which the king of 
AJfyria carried out of the land of Canaan ; but as he has no other 
foundation to ground his opinion upon but the fimilitude between 
the words Cadujian and Kedujbim, which fignifies Holy Faple 9 we 

oannot fall in with him. 

(76) Fuller Mifcel I. ii. c. 5. 
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feeing the ftorm, was not wanting on his fide to provide a- 

wainft it the beft he could. He joined a great number of 
Greeks and other mercenaries, under the command of Cha- 
brias the Athenian, to his own fubjec~ts. Pharnabazus, being 
charged with the management of this war, fent ambafladors to 
Athens, complaining of Chabrias for engaging to ferve againft 
the king of Perfia, with whom the ftate of Athens lived in 
amity, and threatening the republic with his matter's refent- 
ment, if he were not immediately recalled. He demanded 
at the fame time Jphicrates, another Athenian, and the beft 
general of his time, to command the Greek mercenaries in the 
rerftan fervice. The Athenians, who at that time had a great 
dependence on the Per/tan king's friendfhip to fupport them 
againft their domeftic enemies, recalled Chabrias, ordering 
him to repair to Athens on pain of death by a certain day, /- 
phicrates was fent to take upon him the command of the 
Greek mercenaries in the Perfmn army. On his arrival hav- 
ing muftered the forces he was to command, he fo exercifed 
them in all the arts of war, that they became very famous 
among the Greeks under the name of Iphicratefian foldiers. 
And indeed he had time enough to inftruft them before they 
entered upon action $ for the Per/tans being very flow in their 
preparations, two whole years elapfed before they were in a 
condition to take the field. Achoris^ king of Egypt, died in 
the mean time, and was fucceeded by Pfammuthis, who reign- 
ed only a year. After him Nepherotes reigned four months, 

and then Neftanebes, the firft of the Sebennytic race, twelve 
years ! . 

Artaxerxes, that he might draw 'more auxiliaries out of 
• Greece for his Egyptian war, fent ambafladors thither to put 
an end to their domeftic broils, and declare in his name, to 
the different ftates and cities of that country, that it was his 
pleafure they ftiould live in peace with each other upon the 
terms of the treaty of Antalcidas \ and that, all garifons be- 
ing withdrawn, each city fliould be left to enjoy their liberty, 
and live according to their own laws This declaration was 
received with pleafure by all the cities of Greece, except the 
'Jhcbans, who, afpiring to the empire of all Greece, refufed 
to conform to it k . 
Hit utifuc- At length, all things being in a readinefs for the tnvafion 
eefsful ex- of Egypt, the Per/tan army was drawn together at Ace, fincc 
petition a- called Ptolernais, the place of the general rendezvous. In a 

guinft 

8}'P £ ' ) Euam.Chron. Synccll. p. 257. * Dio&or. 1. xv, p. 

355- 
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Review there, the army was found to confift of 200,000 Per- Year of 

Jians under* the command of Pharnabazus, and 20,000 Greeks theFIood, 
led by Iphicrates. Their forces by fea were in proportion to 2625. 
thofe by land j for their fleet coniifted of 300 gallies, befides Before 
an incredible number of vpflels which followed to furnifh both thrift. 



the fleet and the army with neceflary provifions. The army 374- 



and fleet began to move at the fame time, and that they might 
aft in concert, they feparated as little as pofiible. The war 
was to begin with the fiege of Pelufium ; but Neclanebes 9 having 
had fufficient time to provide for the defence of that place, had 
rendered the approach to it imprafticable both by fea and 
land. The fleet therefore, inftead of making a defcent, as 
had been at firft projefted, failed from thence to the Mende- 
ftan mouth of the Nile ; for the Nile at that time emptied it- 
felf into the fea by feven different channels, and each of thefe 
was defended by a fort and a ftrong garifon. But the Mende- 
fian mouth of the Nile ' not being fo well fortified as the Pelufian y 
where the enemy was expected, they landed their forces there 
without any great opposition, carried the fortrefs that guard- 
ed it, and put all the Egyptians that were found in it to the 
fv/ord. After this aftion Iphicrates was for reimbarking the 
troops without lofs of time, and attacking Memphis the ca- 
pital of Egypt. Had this opinion been followed ^ before the 
Egyptians recovered from the confternation, which fo formi- 
dable an invafion and the blow already received had thrown 
them into, they would have found the place without any de- 
fence, and mult have certainly taken it and re-conquered all 
Egypt. But the main body of the army not being yet come 
up, Pharnabazus would undertake nothing before their ar- 
rival. Iphicrates, in the utmoft defpair to fee fo favourable 
an opportunity loft, which perhaps might never be retrieved, 
made prefling inftances for leave to attempt the place, with 
the mercenaries only that were under his command. But 
Pbarnabazus, out of ahiean jealoufy of the honour that would 
redound to Iphicrates, ihould he fuccced in the enterprizc, 
would by no means hearken to his propofal. This delay gave 
the Egyptians time to recover their courage, and put them- 
felves in a condition to oppofe any further attempts. For 
Neclanebes having lodged a fufficient garifon In Memphis, with 
the reft took the field and fo harrafTed the Per/tans, that they 
could not advance farther into the country ; and the Nile at 
the accuftomed period overflowing the land, the Per/tans 
were obliged to return into Phcenice^ having loft great part 
of their army in this unfuccefsful expedition. Thus ended 
this war, which had coft immenfe fums, two whole years 

having been fpent in making the neceflary preparations for fo 

fruitkfs 
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fruitless an attempt* The only efieSt that it produced was, 
an irreconcileable enmity between the two generals. For 
Pharnabazus, to excufq himfelf, laid the whole blame of the 
jnifcarriage upon Iphicrates, and he, with niore reafon, on 
Pharnabazus ; but being well apprized, that Pharnabazus 
would find more credit at the Perfian court than he, and re- 
membering what had happened to Conon, that he might not 
meet with the like fate, privately hired a fhip and retired to 
Athens. Pharnabazus fent ambafladors to Athens, accufing 
him of making the Egyptian expedition mifcarry, and re- 
quefting the republic to punifh him according to his demerit. 
The Athenians made no other anfwer, than that if he were 
found guilty he flbould undergo the punifliment he deferved. 
But it feems they were fo well convinced of his innocence, 
that they never called him to a trial on that account ; nay, 

he was not long after appointed fole admiral of their whole 
fleet i. 

Twelve years after this expedition, Artaxerxes, who 
had not laid afide the thoughts of fubje&ing Egypt, notwith- 
itanding his many mifcarriages in that attempt, began to 
make new preparations for the invading of that country. 
Tachos, who had fucceeded Nettanebes, drew together what 
forces he could to defend himfelf againft fo powerful an ene- 
my. To ftrengtjien himfelf the more, he fent into Greece to 
raife mercenaries, and prevailed with the Lacedemonians, who 
were at that time exafperated againft Artaxerxes^ for oblig- 
ing them to include the Mejfenians in the late peace, to fend 
a good number of troops under the command of Ageftlaus. 
This commiffion did no ways redound to the honour of Age- 
filaus, for it was thought below the dignity of a king of Spar- 
ta, and a great commander, who hatf acquired fuch reputa- 
tion in the world, and was then above eighty, to become a 
Year of mercenary, and hire himfelf to * Barbarian. However, Age- 
theFlood,Ji/aus, either out of vanity to be Hill at the head of an army, 
2 ^37- for Tachos had promifed to make him commander in chief of 
Year be- a jj ]^ IS forces, or out of a profpect of great gain, willingly ao 
foreChrift ce p te( j ^ CO mniiffion, and fct fail for Egypt. On his land- 
3 4 ing he was met by Tachos, who in their fir ft interview con- 

ceived fuch difadvantagcous ideas of him, that he ever after 
flighted his counfcls and defpifed his perfon. For both he and 
his Egyptian generals expedted to fee a great and magnificent 
prince, with an attire and equipage equal to the fame of his 
exploits ; and not a little old man, of a mean afpe£t 3 and dreft 
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in an old robe of coarfe ftuff, without any pomp, magnificence , 
or outward fhew. This hafty and ill-grounded impreffion 
proved the ruin of Tachos 5 for he would allow Agefilaus no 
other command but that of the mercenaries, which alone had 
been fufficient to difguft fo great, fo old, and fo experienced 
a commander, and was the fir ft aaufe of his averfion toTachos. 
The charge of the fleet he gave to Chabrias^ referring to him- 
felf the chief command over all. Having joined the Egypti- 
ans and mercenaries into one body, he refolved to march into 
Phcsnice^ thinking it more advifeablc to make that country 
the theatre of the war, than to expect the enemy at home. 
Agefilaus 1 being apprifed of the bad confequences that might 
attend this refolution, advifed him againft it, remonftrating, 
that his affairs were not fo well fettled in Egypt as to admit of 
his abfence, and that it would be more for his intereft to ma- 
nage the war abroad by his lieutenants, and flay himfelf in 
his kingdom to be at hand in cafe of any diiiurbance. Tachos 
defpifed this wife counfel, and exprefled no lefs difregard for 
him on all other occafions. But the event {hewed, that Age- 
filaus's advice was the refult of a very prudent forecaftj for, 
while Tachos was in Phcenice^ the Egyptians revolting fet up 
Neffanebus his coufin, or, as Diodorus calls him, his fon, in 
his ftead. Agefilaus^ laying hold of this opportunity to venc 
his refentment againft Tachos^ joined the revolters, and drove 
him quite out of Egypt. The dethroned prince fled firft to 
Sidorij and from thence to the Perfian court, where he was 
not only received with great kindnefs, but entrufted with the 
command of the troops againft the rebels m (R). 

m Diodor. I. 15. 397, — j.01. Ptur. in Aobsil. p. 616, 
618. Corn. Nep. in Agef. c. 8, 

(R) Plutarch condemns Agefilaus as gui!ty of treachery in thua 
turning his arms againft the prince who had hired him. But Agefi- 
laus alledged in his juftification, that he had been fent to affift the 
Egyptians ; and that therefore, as they had taken up arms againft 
Tachos, he could not ferve againft them without new orders from 
Sparta. He accordingly difpatched meffengers thither, and the in- 
ftruclions he received were to act as he mould judge moft advanta- 
geous for his country ; whereupon he immediately declared fof 
Nectanebus* Thus Agefilaus pretended to cover (o criminal a con- 
duel, fays Plutarch ; but if we remove that delufive blind of the 
public good, the only true name that can be given to this action, ii 
that of perfidy and treafon (77). Xenopbon endeavours to palliate 
his conduct by faying, that Agefilaus joined that king who fcemed 
the bell affected to Grace (78). 

&7) p l«*> ^ Jg'fiL (78 J} Kcnopb* tfertg. Jgrfil. 663. 

To* 
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Towards the latter end of the reign of Artaxerxes, great 
difturbances arofe in the Perfian court, rent into fa&ions by 
his fons, each making parties among the nobility to fupport 
their pretentions to the crown. He had 115 fons by his con- 
cubines, and three by his queen, viz, Darius, Ariafpes, and 
Ochus. To put a flop to thefe practices and contentions, he 
declared Darius the eldeft his fuccefibr, and the better to fettle 
him on the throne, allowed him to aflume the title of king, and 
wear the Tiara, even in his own life-time. But this not con- 
tenting the young prince's ambition, who was alfo difgufted 
with his father for refufing him one of his concubines whom 
he demanded, he formed a defign againft the old king's life, 
and engaged in the confpiracy fifty of his brothers. Tiribazus, 
whom we have often mentioned in this hiftory, contributed 
the moft to his taking this unnatural refolution, and that for 
a like fubjeft of difcontent. Artaxerxes had promifed him in 
marriage one of his daughters, but falling in love with her 
married her himfelf, and to make him amends, having pro- 
mifed him another daughter, he married that likewife. Thefe 
two difappointments provoked Tiribazus tofucha degree, that 
to revenge the affront he ftirred up the young king to that 
wicked attempt. The number of the confpirators was alrea- 
dy very formidable, and • the day fixed for the execution of 
their defign, when an eunuch, who was privy to the plot, 
difcovered it to the king. Whereupon the confpirators were 
feized, as they were entering the king's palace, and all put 
to death. 

Darius being thus cut off, the fame contention was re- 
vived, which before his being declared king had rent the court 
into feveral factions. Three of his brothers were competi- 
tors, Ariafpes, Ochus, and Ar James * The two firft claimed 
the crown in right of their birth, being the king's fons by his 
queen ; the third only by the Icing's favour, who tenderly 
loved him, though only the fon of a concubine. Ochus, 
prompted by his reftlcfs ambition, found means to get rid of 
his two rivals. For Ariafpes being of an cafy temper, and 
very credulous, he fuborncd the eunuchs of the palace to 
threaten him in the king's name in fuch manner, that, ex- 
petting every moment to be treated as Darius had been, he 
poifoned himfelf to avoid a more cruel death. But Ar fames 
flill remaining to rival him in his prctenfions, and being, for his 
wifdom and other princely virtues, in the opinion of his fa- 



Artaxcrx t ' 10r anL ' ot ' lcrs > l ' lc mo ^ wort hy of the crown, he caufed 
06 Mne- " ''* m to k° a 'fotfinated by Harpates the fon of Tiribazus. This 
mon dies, ;u 'ded to the former, and the wickedncfi which attended 

both, overwhelmed the king, who was thgn 94 years old, 

with 




Chap, i i. *h Htftory of the Perfians, 4* 

with fuch grief, that, not being able to bear up againft it, he Year of 
broke his heart, and died in the 46th year of his reign °. He the Flood 
was a mild and generous prince, and governed with great 2 6 5"°" 
clemency and juftice j whence he was honoured, and his au- Qj^g 
thority refpe&ed, throughout all the empire. This O chits m ' * 
Was fenfible of, and well knew, that it would be quite other- 
wife with him, the death of his two brothers having alienated 
the minds both of the nobility and people. To avoid the in- 
conveniences that might attend this general hatred and aver- 
sion, he prevailed with the eunuchs and others, that were 
about the king's perfon, to conceal his death, and took upon 
himfelf the adminiflration of affairs, giving orders, and iffuing 
decrees in the; name of Artaxerxes r as if he had been ftill it- 
live; by one cf thefe decrees he caufed himfelf, as by Ji is fa- 
ther's order, to be proclaimed king throughout the whole 
empire. After having thus governed near ten months, be^Ochus, 
lieving his authority fufficiencly cftablilhcd, he at length de- 
clared the death of his father, and openly afcended the throne,, 
taking the name of Artaxerxes. Hiftorians, however, moft 
frequently call him. Ocbus, and under this name we fliall fpeak 
of him in the fequel of this hiftory. 

It was no fooner known that Artaxerxes was dead, and 
Ochus in pofleffion of the throne, but all Afia Minor y Syria^ 
Phcemce, and many other provinces openly revolted. The 
Chief men concerned in this revolt, were Ariobarzanes^ go- 
vernor of Phrygia^ Maufolus king of Caria, Orontes gover- 
nor pf Myfia^ and Autophradgtes governor of Lydia. Da- 
tames likewife, whom we have mentioned before, was en- 
gaged in the rebellion, being at that time governor of Cappa- 
docia. By this, as we may call it, general infurre&ion, half 
the revenues of the crown were on a fudden diverted into dif- 
ferent channels, and the remainder had not been fufficient to 
carry on the war againft fo many revolters, had they adtcd 
in concert. But they did not long keep firm to each other ; 
and thofe, who had been the firft and moft zealous in (hating 
off the yoke, ftrove uho fliould fooneft betray the others, and 
thereby make their peace with the king. The provinces of 
Afta Minor on withdrawing their obedience had entered into 
a confederacy for their mutual defence, and chofen Orontes 
for their general. They had alfo refolvcd to add 20,000 
mercenaries to their own trfrops, and charged Orontes with 
the care of raifing them. But when he had received a fuffi- 
cient fum both for the raifing thofe forces and maintaining 

» Diodor. 1, 15. p. 397—401. Plut. in Artax. 
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of them for a year, he kept die money for himfelf, and dels* 
vered up to the king tho/e who had brought it to him front 
the revolted provinces. Rheomitre^ another of the chiefs of 
Afia Minor, being fent into Egypt to negotiate fuccours in 
that kingdom, was guilty of a like treachery. For having 
brought from thence 500 talents and 50 ihips of war, and 
affembled the ring-leaders of the revolt at Leucas, a city of 
Afia Minor % under preterm of giving them an account of his 
negotiations, he feized thro* all, and made his peace with the 
lung, by betraying them into his hands. Thus this formidable 
revolt, which had brought the Perjian empire to the very 
brink of ruin, came to nothing; and Ochus was without 
ftriking a blow fettled on the throne Only Datames, go- 
vernor of Cappadociaj having poflefled himfelf al'fo of Paphla- 
gohia 3 gave him much trouble. By what we read of him in 
Cornelius Ntpos 9 and Poly<enu: * , it appears, that he main- 
tained himfelf a long time in both thofe provinces, and was 
at laft murdered by the treachery of MhkridaUs, one of his 
intimates (S). 

Ochus was the moft cruel and wicked of all the princes of 
that race in Perfia. For he had not been long on the throne, 
when he filled the palace and the whole empire with blood 
and /laughter. That the revolted provinces might have none 
of the blood royal to fet up againft him, and to rid himfelf at 
once of all the uneafinefs which the princes of the royal fami- 
ly might give him, he put them all to death, without any re- 
gard to fex, age, or proximity of blood. He caufed Ocha % 
his own fiftcr and mother-in-law, for he had married her 
daughter, to be buried alive; and having fhut up one of his 
uncles with an hundred of his fons and grandfons in a court of 
the palace, he ordered his archers to difpatch them with their 

0 Diodo*. 1. xv. p. $06. Poltjbw. Stratag. 1. vii. p Cor*. 
N e p . in vita Datam. * P 0 l r m n . Stratagem. I. vii. 

(S) Diodorm Stculut (79) places this revolt in the lad year of Ar- 
fmxirxes ; but a* he was greatly efteemed and beloved by his fub* 
je&s, it is not likely, that fo great an infurrcftion fliould have hap* 
pened under him. We have therefore placed it in the reign of 
bis fucceflbr Ochus t whofe cruelty, chiefly in the murder of hi* two 
brothers, incenfed the nobility and governors of the provinces a- 
gainft him, who therefore refufed to fubmit to hi*n. As he took 
the name of Artaxtrxes, this may have led DioArus into the mif- 

take of placing in the father's reign what happened in the foa's. 

(79) DWr« 4 00 » 

arrows. 
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arrows r . This uncle feems to have been the father of Syji- 
gambis, mother to Darius Codomamtus. For iP. Curtius telli 
us, that Ochus caufed 80 of her brothers, together with their 
father to be maflacrcd in one day. With the fame barbarity 
he treated all thofe who gave him any umbrage, fparing none 
of the nobility, who betrayed the lcalt mark of dilcontent or 
difaffe£tion to his perfon. 

But all the cruelties he pra&ifed could not keep hisfub- 
je£ts in awe, Artahazus, governor of one of the Afiatic pro- 
vinces, rebelled, and engaged Chans the Athenian to join him 
with a fleet and body of troops, which he commanded in thofe 
parts. Ochus fent an army of 70,000 men againft the re- 
bels ; but they were by Chares and his Athenians all cut hi 
pieces. Artahazus, in reward of fo great a fervice, gave 
Chares a fum of money fufficient to pay his fleet and the for- 
ces he had on board. The king highly refented this conduft 
of the Athenians, and as they Were then engaged in a war 
with the Cbiansj Rhodians, Corns, and Byzantines, he threa* 
tened to join their enemies with a numerous fleet, if they did 
not recal Charts. The Athenians, fearing to provoke fo pow- 
erful an enemy, ordered Chares to return forthwith into 
Greece r . 

Artahazus, being thus deferted by the Athenians, had re* 
courfc to the Tihcbans, who fent to his affiftance a body of 5000 
men under the command of Pammsnes. With this reinforce- 
ment Artahazus again took the field, and gained two very 
confidcrable vi&ories over the king's forces, which greatly 
redounded to the honour of the ThAans and their comman- 
der t. However, they made their peace foon after with the 
king, who having given them 300 talents, they returned 
home. Artahazus thus deftitute of all fupport was at laft o- 
vercome and forced to take refuge with Philip of Macedon 

This rebellion was fcarce quelled, when feveral others y f 
broke out in divers parts of the empire. The Sidonians and ^^pj^j 
other Phoenicians* being oppreffed by thofc the king had fet £ 3 ° ' 
over them, taking up arms entered into a confederacy with y C a r be- 
Neclanebus king of Egypt. The Perfians were then making f orc Chrift 
vaft preparations to reduce Egypt ; but as they could not ap- j 5 1 . 
proach the borders of that kingdom any other way than by 
marching through Phctnice, the revolt of that country happen- 
ed very opportunely for the king of Egypt. Therefore, to 
keep up their courage, he detached a body of 4000 Greek mer- 
cenaries under the command of Mintor the Rhodian to join 




Justin .1.x. c. 3. Val. Mat. 1. is. c. 2. 'Diodoju 
1. xvi. p. $27., 528. 1 DiODoa. ibid. * 14cm, p. 438. 
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them, in hopes of making Phcenfce a barrier to Egypt^ and 
keeping the war at a diffance. The Phoenicians encouraged 
by this fupply took the field, and having routed the.governbrs 
of Syria and Cilicia that we're fent to reduce them, they drove 
the Perjians quite out q{ their territories w . 

The Cypriots, being likewile ill-ufed by their Perfian go- 
vernors, and encouraged by this fuccefs of the Phoenicians, 
joined with them and the Egyptians in the fame alliance x . 
Hereupon CW«j difpatched hisordeis to Idricns king of Carta, 
enjoining him to invade the ifland of Cyprus, and make war 
upon the inhabitants, putting all to fire and fword. Idricns, 
in compliance with his command, having equipped a fleet, 
fent it with 8000 Greek mercenaries, under the command of 
Phocion an Athenian, and Evagoras, (T ) to make a defcent 
on the ifland. The troops landed without any confiderable 
oppofition, and, being reinforced with other bodies froni 
Syria and Cilicia, befieged Salamine by feaand land f. 

Ochus, finding that his lieutenants made no progi efs againft 
the Egyptians and Phoenicians, refolved to head hjs forces in 
perfon \ and accordingly having drawn together an army of 

300,000 foot and 30,000 horfe, marched at the head of them 
into Pbcenice. Mentor the Rhodian, who was then at Sidon 
with the Greek mercenaries, being terrified at the approach 
of fo great an army, fent privately one of his intimate friends 
to Ochus to make his peace with him, offering not only to deli- 
ver Sidon into his hands, but to join him with the troops un* 
der his command. Ochus glad of t! is proffer fpared no pro- 
mifes to draw him over to his party, knowing what fignal 
fervice he could do him in the Egyptian war, as being tjioroughr 

* Idem, l.xvi. p. 531, 532, 533. * Idem, ubi fupra. p. 532. 
* Idem, ibid. 

(T) Another Evagoras had formerly reigned in the city of Sala- 
mtne, whom we have fpoke of above. On his death he was fuc- 
ceeded by Nicocles his fon, and this Evagoras fcems to have been 
the fon of Nicocles, and to have faccecded him in chat kingdom ; 
but, being driven out by Protagoras his uncle, was in banifhment 
when this war began. He gladiy joined the Perjians in horjes of 
recovering his crown ; and the knowledge he had of the count. 7 
wade him a very proper perfon to command in this expedition {So), 
Qprus had then nine chief cities, and each of them had its king, 
but fubjeel and tributary to the king of Perfia. All tliefe joined 
k together in this confederacy, with a defign to make off the Perfian 
yoke, and make thcmfelves each independent in his own city (81). 

(So) Ifurat. in Ev*g. & NU$f. (8 1 ) Diodcr. L vi. /. 532. 
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ly acquainted with the country. And accordingly Mentor, 
having received fuch affurances as he defired, engaged Tennes, Sidon 
king of Sidon, in the (ame treacherous defign, and by his aflif- 
tance delivered Sidon up to the Perftans. The Sidonians, l^^a 
feeing themfelves thus betrayed and the enemy within the walls, ^ 
(hut themfelves up, with their wives and children, in their 
houfes, and fetting fire to them confumed themfelves, to 
the number of 40,000 men, befides women and children. 
Tennes met with no better fate than his fubje&s, for Ocbus 
feeing he could do him no farther fervicc, and detefting in 
his he^rt the treachery of the man, caufed his throat to be cut, 
left he fhould out-live the ruin which he had brought upon 
his country as we have related elfewhere *, The ruin aad 
total deftru&ion of Sidon terrified the other cities of P bee nice 
to fuch a degree, that they all voluntarily fubmitted to the 
conqueror, each of them mak\ig peace with the king upon 
the beft terms they could. Neither was Ocbus unwilling to 
compound with them, that he might be no longer retarded 
from putting in execution the defigns he had upon Egypt *. 

But before he marched thither, his army received from Greece 
a reinforcement of 10,000 mercenaries. For the Tlitbam 
feftt him 1000 men under the command of Lac hares, and the 
Ar gives 3000 commanded by Nicojlratus , the reft joined him 
from the Greek cities of Afia. The Athenians and Lacedemo- 
nians excufed themfelves, telling the king's ambafladors, that 
they fhould be glad to maintain peace and friendship with their 
mafter, but could not at that time fpare him any fuccours 
The Jews alfo feem to have been engaged in this revolt of 
Phcenicc. For Ocbus from Sidon marched into Judaa, where 
he befieged and took Jertcbo^ carrying along with him into 
JSgypt a great many captive jews, and fending others into 
Hyrcania, where they were planted in the provinces bordering 
on the Cafpian fea<=. 

Ocbus at the fame time put an end to the Cyprian war, and 
compounded with the nine Cyprian kings, having his mind 
entirely bent on the reducing of Egypt. He willingly redref- 
fed all their grievances, and confirmed them in their refpec- 
tive governments d. 

Ochus, having thus fettled the affairs both of Pboenice and 
Egypt, fet out on his Egyptian expedition. On his march 
he loft a great many men, drowned in the Jake of Serbonis^ 

' Vol. II. p. 335. ^Diodor. 1. xvi. p. 531, 532, &c. 

b Idem. ibid. p. 533. cSolin.c xxxv*. Syncm.l. ex Afri- 

cano, p. 256. Oros. 1. xxxi. c. 7. Joseph. I. i. contra Api- 
on. 41 Diodor. ibid. p. 534. 
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which lies between Phaenice and Egypt, and extends about 
thirty miles. When the fouth wind blows, the whole furface 
of the water is covered with find from the defert, in fuch 
manner, that no one can diftinguiih it from the firm land, 
Several parties of Oebus's army, for want of good guides, 
were loft in ir, and we are told, that entire armies have 
there met with the fame face e . When he arrived on the 
frontiers of Egypt, he detached three bodies to invade the 
country, each body being commanded by a Per/tan and a 
Greek general. The firft was led by Lacbares the Theban, 
and Rcjaces governor of Lydia and Ionia ; the fecond by 207- 
eoftratus the Theban, and Arijiazanes ; the third by Mentor 
the Rhodian, and Bagoas one of his eunuchs* The main bo- 
dy of the army he kept with himfelf, and encajnped near 
Peluftum, with a defign to watch there the event of the war. 
In the mean time Neftanebus drew together an army of 
100,000 men, confifting of 20,000 mercenaries from Greece 
as many from Libya, and the reft Egyptians ; but they did 
no* all amount to a third of the Perfian army. With fome 
of thefe he garifoned his frontier towns, and with the others 
he guarded the pafles, through which the ei>emy was to enter 
the country. The firft Perfian detachment, under the com- 
mand of Lacbares, fat down before Peluftum, garifoned by 
5000 Greeks. While the fiege w*$ carrying on, Nicaftratus 
with his detachment embarked on board a fquadron of the 
Perfian fleet, and failing up the Nile landed his forces in the 
heart of the country, and there farmed a ftrong encampment.. 
Hereupon all the garifons of the neighbouring caftlcs, taking 
thealarm, joined Ciinius of theiflandof Qs;a order to diflodge 
him. This led them to a battle, which was fought with 
gre?t obftinacy j but at laft the Egyptians were put to flight, 
having loft Ciinius with above 5000 of his men ; the reft 
' were utterly broken and difperfed, which, we may fay, de- 
termined the fate of this war. For Ne&anebus, fearing left 
Nicoflratus fhould fail up the Nile with his vi&orious forces* 
and take Memphis the metropolis of {lis kingdom, haftened 
thither, and left open the pafles which he ought chiefly to 
have defended. The Greek mercenaries, who garifoned 
Pelufium, hearing of the king's retreat, gave all for loft, and 
therefore coming to a parley with Lacbares, delivered up the 
city to him, upon condition, that they and their cffe£s fhould 
he fofelv conveyed to Greece. Afentor with the third de- 
taebm?n:, finding the pafles defertcd, entered the country} 
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and giving out, that 0r£w would gracioufly receive all that Egypt *r~ 
fubmitted, and utterly deftroy fuch as refitted, treating them ***** by 
as he had treated the Sidonians, both the Egyptians and Greets Ochui. 
ftrove which fhould firft make their fubmiffion. Nefifanebus, Year °* 
feeing he could no longer hold out, took with him what * c Flooi * 
treafures he could carry, and withdrew into Mtbiopia.y^ 
Ochus m having thus reduced all Egypt^ difmantled their ftrong I^Qwitt 
holds, plundered their temples, and returned in triumph to ° r * 
Babylon j loaded with immenfe treafures Henceforward 
Egypt was a province of Perfta y till Alexander overturned 

that monarchy, and delivered the Egyptians from the Per/tan 
tyranny. 

Ochusm having ended with fuch fuccefs the Egyptian war f 
fent back the Greek mercenaries to their refpe£Hve countries 
with ample rewards. But as all his conquers were chiefly 
owing to Mentor^ he diftinguifhed him above all the rel£ 
not only rewarding him with an hundred talents, and other 
prtfents to a great value, but appointing him governor of all 
the coafts of Afia % and committing to his care the whole ma- 
nagement of the war, which he was ftill carrying on againft 
fome provinces that had revolted in the beginning of his reign* 
Thefe, what by cunning and ftratagems, what by open force, 
he reduced, and reftored the king's authority in all the parts 
of that vaft empire. 

Al l the revolted provinces being reduced, and peace eftab- 
lifhed throughout the whole empire, Ochus gave himfelf up 
to eafe, luxury, and pleafure, leav ing the adminiftration of 
public affairs entirely to his minifters. The chief of thefe 
were Bagoas his favourite eunuch and Mentor the Rkodian* 
who agreeing to part the power between them, the former 
governed all the provinces of the upper Jftq, and the latter 
thofe of the lower *. Bagoas , being by birth an Egyptian, 
had a great zeal for the religion of his country, and endea- 
voured, on the conqueft of Egypt y to influence the king in 
favour of the Egyptian ceremonies ; but, in fpite of all his 
endeavours, the king not only plundered the temples, but 
carried away the fecred records that were lodged in them ; 
and in contempt of their religion flew the god jfpis 9 that is, 
the [acred bull, which they worlhipped under that name. 

This irreligious behaviour Bagoas deeply refented, and ever 
afterwards watched an opportunity of revenging the affront 
offered to his religion. The records he redeemed with a 
great fum of money, and fent them back irtto Egypt ; but the 
injury done to his god he thought could ht no other wife at- 

t Idem, ibid. ' Idem, p. $37. toned 
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Baeots the toned for, but by putting the facrilegious king to death $ 
«m*th poi- which he did accordingly with poifon in the twenty firft year 
fonsOciuxs of his reign. Nor did his revenge flop here* for the king's 
and raifes body he kept, caufing another to be buried inftead of it ; and 
Aries to becaufe the king had caufed his attendants to eat the flefli of. the 
the throne. jfp{ Sy he cut his flelh in pieces, and gave it Co mangled to 
Year of fa catSj nuking 0 f his bones handles for fwords. Having in 
the Flood ^js barbarous manner difpatched his mafter and benefactor, 
p^J? 1 " and feeing the whole power of the empire in his own hands, he 
Ch<! P^ced Jrfes, the youngeft of the dead king's fons on the 
„„g l throne, and put all the reft to death, that he might the better 
^■y-^ fccure to himfelf the authority which he had ufurped. For 

the bare name of king was all that he allowed to Arfes^ re- 
ferving for himfelf the whole power and authority of the go- 
vernment h. 

Arfes did not long enjoy even this fhadow of power, 'bein^ 
llain by the fame Bagoas^ who, finding that the king, well 
apprized of his wickednefs and treachery, was taking mea- 
fures to bring him to condign puniihmenc, was before-hand 
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him and his whole family 



Darius 
Codoo 



>f Arte 




Perfia. Before his acceffion 
Year of t0 ^ e crown he was called Codomannus and is faid not to 
the Flood have been of the blood royal, becaufe he was not the -fon of 
2663. 9 'vxj king that reigned before him* However, he was of the 
Year be- royal family, being defcended from Darius Notbus, whofe 

Arfanes marrying his own fitter Syftgambi 



336. her Codomannus. Ojlanes^ the fon of Darius Nothu 



ing the throne, and with him above eighty of his fons and 
grandfons k . How Codomannus came to efcape this (laugh- 
ter is nowhere faid. In the reign of Ochus he made but a 
very poor figure, being only an AJlanda^ that is one employ- 
ed to carry the royal difpatches to the governors of the pro- 
vinces ; a mean employment for one of the royal family V 
In the war which Ochus made upon the Cadufians^ towards 
the latter end of his reign, one of thefe Barbarians having 
challenged the whole Perftan army, to find a champion that 
*)urft encounter him in a fingle combat, Codomannus accepted 
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the. challenge, after all the others had declined it, and flew 
the Cadufian. For this gallant a&ion he was rewarded with 
the government of Armenia *, and thence raifed to the throne 
by Bagoas in the manner we have already related. But he 
had not long enjoyed the fovereign power, when Bagoas^ 
finding that he would not be entirely governed by him, 
which was all he aimed at in advancing him to the crown, 
refolved to remove him in the fame manner as he had done his 
predeceflbr ; and accordingly provided a poifonous potion ; 
but Darius being acquainted with his defign, when the po- 
tion was brought him, made Bagoas himfelf drink it, and 
having thereby got rid of the traitor by his own artifice, he 
fettled himfelf on the throne, without any further difficulty 
or oppofition n . Authors reprefent Darius as a prince of a 
mild and generous difpofition, of great perfonal valour, and for 
his ftature and fhape far preferable to any of the whole Perjiart 
empire. But having fuch a fortunate rival as Alexander the 
Great to encounter, he was not able with all his good quali- 
ties and perfonal courage to withftand him ; and he was fcarce 
warm on the throne when he found this powerful enemy 
preparing to drive him from it. 

For Alexander^ having fettled his affairs in Macedon^ and 
ufed all imaginable precautions, to prevent any troubles that 
might arife there during his abfence, fet out for Sejius y 
and thence pafled over the Hellefpont into Afia y in the fecond 
year of Darius's reign. A war againft the Perfians had been 
refolved on fome time before, in a general aJTembly of the 
Amphittyonsj to revenge the many injuries, which Greece 
had received from the Barbarians during the fpace of 300 
years ; and Philip king of Macedon had been appointed com- 
mander in chief of the forces deftined for this expedition. 
But Philip being in the mean time murdered, his fan Alexan- 
der fummoned a general aflembly of all the ftates and free 
cities of Greece to meet at Corinth , and having prevailed with 
them to choofe him in his room, he obliged each city to fur- 
nifli its quota, both of men and money, for the carrying on 
of the war. His army, according to the higheft account, 
amounted to no more than 30,000 foot and 5000 horfe. But 
they were all chofen men, well difciplined, and inured to the 
toils of war, moft of them having ferved under Philip during 
his long wars, and all of them been employed in feveral ex- 
peditions. Parmenio commanded the infantry \ Phi lotas his 
fon had the command of 1800 horfe, all Macedonians 3 Calias y 
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t (on of Harpalusy led the fame number of Thejfalian ca- 
valry \ the reft of the horfe had their particular commanders, 
each being fet over thofe of his own nation. With this army 
he croffed the Hellefpont^ as we have hinted above, and pur- 
fuing his march, arrived at the river Granicus*, where he 
found the Perjian governors of the neighbouring provinces 
encamped with an army of 100,000 foot, and 10,000 horfe, 
with a defign to difpute his paffage (U). Memnon the Rho- 
diaity whom Darius had appointed governor over all the 
coafts of Afia, had advifed the generals not to venture a bzttle 9 
but to lay wafte the whole country, and even deftroy the 
cities, that the enemy might be obliged for want of provifions 
to return back into Europe. But Arjites y governor of Pbrygia, 
oppofed the opinion of Memnon^ protefting, that he would 
never fuffer the Greeks to make fuch havock in the countries 
he governed. This rafli and impolitic counfel prevailed, and 
Memnon was even fufpe&ed to hold intelligence with the 
enemy, or at leaft to be defirous of fpinning out the war, 
and thereby continuing the command to himfelf °. 

The Perfian cavalry, which was very numerous, lined 
the banks of the Granicus^ and formed a large front in order 
to oppofe Alexander ■, wherever he fhould attempt a paflage 5 
and the foot confifting chiefly of Greek mercenaries, was 
pofted behind the cavalry on an eafy afcent. Pimento* ob- 
serving the difpofition of the enemy's army, advi*^ " -vder 
to incamp on the oppofite banks of the river, the 
might have time to reft ; and not to attempt the crpn. 
till the next morning, the river being deep, the bi.; 
craggy andfteep, his troops tired with their march,, jiflftd 1^ 
of the enemies quite frefh, as having been incampeS in th*c 
place for fevcral days. But a'l the reafons he could produce 
made not the leaft impreffion on Alexander^ who anfwered, 
that it would be a difgrace to him and his army, fhould he, 
after eroding the Hellefpont^ fuffer his progrels to be ftopt 

by a rivulet ; for fo, out of contempt, he called the Gra- 
nicus p . 

f be battle The two armies being drawn up in battle-array on the op- 
*/Uram- po f lte j 3an ^ s of t j, e rjver cont j nuc( j f ome t j me j n ^ t Q f ^j, 

Year of 0thcr * M thou 6 h tile Y drea <ted the event. The Perfians 

0 A*r 1 an. 1. i. c. 1 3. Pfut. in Alex. Q^Curt. I. iii. * Dio* 
Before DOt * Arrianj PIutarch « Curt - "bi fupra. 

Chrift, (U) Jufiin and Orofius tell us, that the Perfian army confifted of 
334- 600,000 foot, and 20,000 horfe ; Arrianm makes it amount tor 

200,000 foot. We have chofen to follow Diodorus** account, 
which to us fecma the moft rational. 
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waited till the Macedonians fliould enter the river, that they 
might attack them to advantage on their landing j and the 
Macedonians were looking for a convenient place to crofs in, 
which they no fooner found, than Alexander ordered a ftrong 
detachment of horfe to advance into the river, he himfelf 
following with the right wing, which he commanded in per- 
fon, the trumpets in the mean time founding, and loud 
Ihouts of joy being heard throughout the whole army. The 
Per/tans let fly fuch fhowers of arrows, againft the detach- 
ment of the Macedonian horfe, as caufed fome confufion, 
feveral of their horfes being killed or wounded ; and as they 

drew near the bank, a moft bloody engagement enfued, the 
Macedonians endeavouring to land, and the Perfians pufhing 
them again into the river. As Memnon commanded in this 
place with his fons, the firft ranks of the Macedonians were 
entirely cut off, and the reft, after having with the utmoft 
difficulty gained the fhore, driven anew into the river. Alex- 
ander ^ who followed them clofe, obferving the confufion they 
were in, headed them himfelf, and, landing in fpight of all 
oppofition, attacked the enemy's cavalry with great vigour, 
and obliged them, after an obftinate refiftance, to give way. 
However, Spithrobatesj governor of Ionia, and fon-in-law to 
Dart$ j being furrounded by forty Per/tan lords, all of them 
his rela^S^'ilill maintained his ground, and did all that lay 
W^'/ '-^^t) lead the Per/tans back to the charge. Alex- 
. ;? ^jflSg1nhow gallant a manner he fignalized himfelf, 

Aill gallop to engage him ; neither did he decline 
t. . ;^pfi T and both were (lightly wounded at the firft en- 
3j^iir^^itbrobatesj having thrown his javelin without 
effect, immediately advanced fword in hand againft Alexander, 
who, being upon his guard, ran him through with his pike, 
as he was lifting up his arm todifcharge a blow with his fcy- 
metar. But Rofaces, brother to Spitbrobates, gave Alexan- 
der at the fame time fo furious a blow on the head with his 
battle-ax, that he beat oft" his plume, and fliglitly wounded 
him through his helmet. As he was ready to repeat the 
blow, Clitvs with one ftrokc of his fcymetar cut off Rofaces's 
head, and by that means faved the life of his fovereign. The 
Macedonians^ animated by the example of their king, at- 
tacked the Perfian horfe with new vigour, who, not being 
able to ftand fo violent a fhock, firft gave ground, and foon 
after betook themfclves to a precipitous flight. Alexander 
did not puifue them, but immediately charged, at the head 
of the right wing, the enemy's foot, who, feeing themfclves 
attacked at the fame time by the cavalry and the Macedonian 
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phalanx which had crofled the river, made no great refin- 
ance. The Grecian infantry retired in good order to a neigh- 
bouring hill, whence they fent deputies to Alexander^ de- 
manding leave to march off unmolefted ; but he, inftead of 
coming to a parley with them, rufted fword in hand into 
the middle of this fmall body, where he was very near being 
cut in pieces, his horfe being killed under him. The Greeks 
defended themfelves a long time with incredible valour, but, 
being at laft over-powered with numbers, were aim oft all 
killed on the fpot. In this engagement the Per/tans loft 
20,000 foot, and 2500 horfe ; of the Macedonians 25 men 
of the king's own troop fell in the firft attack ; whofe ibtues, 
made by Lyjippus, Alexander fome time after caufed to be fet 
up in Dio> a city of Macedon^ whence they were many years 
after carried to Rome by 4J. Metellus. About 70 others of 
the horfe were killed, and 30 of the foot, who were all bu- 
ried the next day with great folemnity, the king exempting 
their parents and children from all taxes and burdens **. 

This vi&ory was attended with all the happy confequences 
that could be expected. For Sardis, which was the key of 
the Perjian empire, immediately furrendered, and was by 
Alexander declared a free city, the citizens being permitted 
to live according to their own laws. From Sardis he ad- 
vanced to EphefuS) where he was received with great Joy. 
Here he offered a great number of Sacrifices to Diana> and 
afligned to the temple of that goddefs, all the tributes that 
were paid to the Per/tans. Before he left Ephefus the de- 
puties of Trallis and Magnefia waited upon him with the 
keys of their cities. From Ephefus he advanced to Miletus^ 
which city, flattered with the hopes of being foon relieved, 
refufed him admittance ; and indeed the Perjian fleet, which 
was very numerous, . made as if they would fuccour the city ; 
but after various fruitlefs attempts they failed off. Memnon 
had tout himfelf up in this ftrong hold, with a confiderable 
number of his men who had cfcaped from the battle on the 
Granicusj and was refolved to make a vigorous refiftance. 
Alexander^ having furrounded the city with his whole army, 
planted fcaling ladders on all fides, thinking that the moft 
expeditious manner of becoming matter of the place. But 
his men being every where repulfcd, and the city well ftored 
with provifions for a long fiege, he began to batter the walls 
with all his engines night and day without intermiffion. Se- 
veral breaches were made, but iiill he could not mafter the 

* Purr, in Alex. Diodor. p. 503. Justin. 1. xi. c. 6. An- 
il 1 a n , 1. i.e. 17. 
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town, the befieged fuftaining all his efforts with incredible 
bravery. At laft the town being almoft quite difmantled, 
and the befieged tired out with the hard fervice, Memnon 
demanded to capitulate, and furrendered the city upon ho-r 
nourable terms ; the Milefeans were allowed to live accord- 
ing to their own laws, and Memnon with his Greeks to march 
out unmolefted ; but the Perfians were either put to the fword 
or fold for flaves r . 

Having thus poiTefled himfelf of Miletus y he marched 
into Carta, in order to befiege the city of Halicarnajfus 
which rcfufed to fubmit. The place was both by nature and 
art one of the beft fortified in all Afia\ and befides Mem- 
non had thrown himfelf into it with a confiderable body of 
chofen men, refolved to fignalize, in the defence of fo im-r 
portant a place, his courage and attachment to the intereft 
of Darius. And accordingly he made a moft vigorous re- 
fiftance, being feconded by another general of great prowefs, 
by name Ephialtes. Whatever could be expected fpm the 
moft intrepid bravery, and the moft confummate knowledge 
in the art of war, was practifed on this occafion, both by 
the befiegers and the befieged. After the Macedonians had, 
with the utmoft difficulty, filled up the ditches, and brought 
their engines near the walls, their works were all demolifii- 
ed in an inftant, and the engines fet on fire by the befieged. 
No fooner was any part of the wall beat dpwn by the bat-r 
tering rams, but a new one was raifed in its ftead, the 
Macedonians finding themfelves no farther advanced after an 
immenfe labour, than they were when they firft fat dovv n 
before the place. The city held out fo long, and the bt 
fiegers hadfo many difficulties to ftruggle with, that any ge- 
neral befides Alexander would have given over the entcrprizi. 
But his troops were encouraged to purfue the undertaking, 
by thofe very difficulties, which would have difheartened 
others ; and their patience at laft proved fjecefsful, Memnon 
being obliged to abandon the city, which he could no longer 
defend. As the fea was open, he placed a ftrong garilon in 
the citadel, which was ftored with all forts of provilion, 
and going on board the Perfian fleet, whereof himfelf was 
admiral, he conveyed the inhabitants with nil their effects to 
the ifland of Cos % not far diftant from Halicarnajfus. Alex- 
ander, finding the city empty both of riches and inhabitants, 
razed it to the ground ; but the citadel he did not think pro- 
per to befiege, it being of little importance to him after the 
city was deftroyed r . 

v Diodor. ubi fupra. Arrian. 1. i. c. 19. f Diodor. 
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AfrTEft the redu&ion of Halicarnaffus, all the Greek ci- 
ties in Afia declared for Alexander he giving out wherever 
he came, that he had undertaken this war with no other 
viewi' but of freeing them from the Perfian bondage. In 
the fecond year of this war he reduced the provinces of Phry- 
gian Lycia, Pifidia, Pampbylia, Paphlagonia, Galatia, and 
Cappadocia, and appointed fuch of his friends to govern them 
as he thought fit. Thefe tranfa&ions we fhall relate more at 
length in the life of this great warrior. 

In the mean time Darius was not wanting to prepare for 
a vigorous defence. Memnon advifed him to carry the war 
into Macedon \ and a wifer refolution could not have been 
taken \ for the Lacedemonians and feveral other Greek ftates, 
that were difafFe&ed to the Macedonians, and jealous of their 
over-grown power, would have readily joined his enemies j 
which would have obliged Alexander to leave Afia, and re- 
turn to the defence of his own country. Darius, being* 
well apprifed of the reafonabknefs of this advice, willingly 
embraced it, and charged Memnon to put it in execution, 
appointing him admiral of the fleet, and commander in chief 
of all the forces that were to be employed in this expedi- 
tion. That prince could not have made a better choice,, 
for Memnon was by far the beft general in his fervice, and 1 * 
had for many years given undoubted proofs, not only of his 
courage and condu&, but of an extraordinary fidelity and at- 
tachment to the Perfian intereft, not abandoning his fove- 
reign, as other mercenaries had done, when his arms were 
unfuccefsful. Having received this new commiffion, he af- 
fembled the fcattered remains of the army, and appointed the 
fleet to rendezvous at the ifland of Cos, where he took on 
board the land-forces, and with them reduced the iflands of 
Chios and Lejbos, except the city of Mitylene. From thence 
he defigned to pafs over into Euboea, and make Greece and 
Macedon the feat of the war, but died before Mitylene, which 
city he had been forced to befiege. His death was the greateft 
misfortune that could befal the Per/tan empire, having de- 
feated the wife meafures which he had propofed ; for Darius, 
not having one general capable of carrying on that enter- 
prizc, the only one that could have faved his empire, was ob- 
liged to drop it, and entirely depend upon his eaftern armies. 
Thefe he appointed to aflemble at Babylon, and having fet 
up his ftanJard there, and muttered his forces, he found, 
that they amounted in all to the number of four, five, or fix 
hundred thouland men, according to the various accounts of 
authors c . 



1 Vide Plut. in Alexand. Arrian. 1. ii. c. 6. Juitin. 1. xi. 
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The news of Memnon's death confirmed Alexander in the 
jefolution he had taken of marching immediately into the 
provinces of Upper Afia. Accordingly he marched with all 
poflible expedition into Cilicia^ and arriving at a place called 
Cyrus's camp (whether from Cyrus the Great, as Curtius tells, 
or from the Younger, as we read in Arrian^ is uncertain), 
about fifty ftades diftant from the ftraights of Cilicia, he 
was informed, that the enemy guarded that important pafs 
with a confiderable body of troops. Whereupon, leaving 
Parmenio there, he marched in perfon at the firft watch to 
furprize them ; but the Perfians y having intelligence of his 
defign, betook themfelves to flight, and abandoned the pafs, 
which Alexander entered ; and, after viewing with attention 
the nature of the place, admired his good fortune, and own* 
ed, that he might have been flopped with great eafe, feeing 
the road was fo narrow, that four men could fcarce pafs a- 
treaft, and fo broke in feveral places, and encumbered with 
large ftones rolling down from the mountains, that a very 
fmall number of refolute men might have kept back, with 
i\o other weapons but ftones, a numerous army. From the 
& raights of Cilicia the whole army marched to the city of 
far/us, where they arrived the inftant the Perftans were fet- 
' *iig fire to the place, in order to prevent the Macedonians 
from enriching themfelves with the plunder of fo wealthy and 
flourifhing a city. They arrived very feafonably to flop the 
progrefs of the fire, and fave the city from utter deftruc- 
tion u . 

In the mean time, Darius had begun his march at the 
head of his numerous army, and was advanced as far as the 
vaft plains of Mefopotamia. Here the commanders of the 
Greek mercenaries earneftly prefled him to wait for the ene- 
my, that he might engage them with all the advantage his 
numbers gave him. But Darius would not hearken to their 
advice, haftening blindly to the mountainous part of Cilicia 9 
where his cavalry and the number of his troops would rather 
be an incumbrance to each other, than of any fervice in an 
engagement «\ 

The order he obferved in his march was as follows. Be- 
fore the army was carried on filver altars the /acred and eter- 
nal fire j as they called it, attended by the Mages, finging 
hymns after the manner of their country, and three hundred 
and fixty five youths in fcarlet robes. After thefe came a 
chariot confecrated to Jupiter, drawn by white horfes, and 

tt Air ian, I, ii, Cvrt. 1, iii. c. 8. "Amman. 8c Curt. 
ibid. 
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followed by one of an extraordinary flze, whom they called 
the horfe of the fun j all the equerries were cloathed in .white* 
each having a golden rod in his hand. Next appeared ten. 
fumptuous chariots, enriched with curious fculptures in gold 
and fdver ; and then the van-guard of the horfe, compofed 
of twelve different nations, and all armed in a different man- 
ner ; this body of horfe was followed by another of foot, 
called by the Perftans immortal, becaufe if any of them 
died, his place was immediately fupplied by another; 
they were ten thoufand in number, and remarkable for the 
fumptuoufnefs of their apparel ; for they all wore collars of 
pure gold, and were cloathed in robes of gold tiffue, having 
large fleeves garniflied with precious ftones. About 30 paces 
diftance came the king's relations or coufins, to the number 
of 15,000,- apparelled like women, and furpafiing even the 
bnmortal body in the pomp and richnefs of their attire; they 
were honoured with the title of the king's coufins, and 
poffibly feveral of the king's relations were in this body. 
After thefe came Darius himfelf, attended by his guards, 
and feated on a chariot, as on a throne ; the chariot was 
fupported on both fides by the gods of his nation caft in pure 
gold* ; from the middle of the beam, which was fet with je- 
wels, rofe two ftatues of pure gold, a cubit in height, the 
one reprefenting war, the other peace, and both (haded with 
the wings of a fpread-eagle of the fame metal. The king 
was cloathed with a garment of purple ftriped with filver, 
wearing over that a long robe enriched with a great number 
©f precious ftones j and the fcabbard of his fcymetar, as our 
author tells us, was made out of a Angle precious ftone. 
On either fide of the king walked 200 of his neareft relations, 
followed by 10,000 horfemen, whofe lances were plated 
with filver, and tipt with gold ; after thefe marched 30,000 
foot* the rear of the army, and laftly 400 led horfes belong- 
ing to the king. At a fmall diftance followed Syfigambis^ 
the king's mother, and his confort, both feated on high cha- 
riots, with a numerous train of female attendants on horfe- 
back, and fifteen chariots, in which were the king's children, 
and thofe who were charged with the care of their educa- 
tion. Next to thefe were the royal concubines to the num- 
ber of 360, all attired like fo many queens \ they were fol- 
lowed by 600 mules and 300 camels, which carried the 
king's treafure, and were guarded by a body of bowmen ; 
the march was clofed by a great many chariots carrying the 
wives of the crown-officers and lords of the court, and guard- 
ed by fomc companies of foot lightly armed *. One would 

* Sea Vol. iv. j>. 497 in the note, ? Akrian. k Cvrt, ubifupra. 
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take this to be the defcription of a mafquerade rather than of 
an army, and imagine, that Darius's chief care was not to 
provide for his own fafety, but to fet out his glory and 
riches, as though the Macedonians were to be dazzled with 
pomp, and frightened with pageants. 

Alexander* upon advice that Darius was advancing toward* 
the Euphrates in order to enter Cilicia, detached Par/neni* 
to poffefs himfelf of another narrow pals ( W), leading from 
AJJyria* or rather Syria* into Cilicia. As for himfelf, he 
inarched from Tarfus to Anchialos, and thence to Soli* which 
city he reduceJ, obliging the inhabitants, who refufed at firft 
to admit him into their city, to pay 20,000 talents for the 
maintenance of his army- While he was at Cajiabala* a 
fmall city not far from mount Arnanus* news was brought 
him, that Darius with his whole army was advanced as far 
as the city of Socbos in Syria, within two days march of Ci~ 
licia. Hereupon Alexander fummoncd a council of war, 
wherein it was determined, that the whole army fhculd marc.i 
the next day, and wait for Darius among the mountains of 
Cilicia\ which they did accordingly, encamping on a fpot of 
ground, which, being wide enough only for two fmall armies 
t© act in, reduced both in fome degree to an equality. Whea 
intelligence was brought to the Perfian camp, that Alexander 
had halted in the midftof the mountains, the Greek comman- 
ders who ferved in Darius's army, advifed him again to wait 
for the enemy in the plains where he was then encamped, or 
return to the plains of Mesopotamia, where he might have 
room enough to draw up his great army, bring them all Ur 
engage at the fame time, and furround the enemy ; whereas. 



within thofe ftraights, there not being room any where to 
draw up above 30,000 men in battle-array, the Macedonian* 
could bring all their men to engage, and the Per/tans not the 
twentieth part of theirs. If he did not approve of this coun- 
fel, they then advifed him to divide his army into feveral bo- 
dies, and not put all to the chance of one battle. But his ad- 
verfe fate did not fuffer him to follow fo wholefome an advice ; 
nay, the courtiers traduced thofe who had fuggefted it, as trai- 

(W) For the clearer undemanding of Alexander s mnrch and that 
of Darius, we mull diftinguifh three (iraights ; the firft leading from 
Cappadocia into Cilicia^ through which Alexander marched ins ar- 
•my ; the fecond leading from Cilicia into Syria % which Par/newt 
took poffeffion of; and the third called the ilraights of mount 
manus lying to the north of the pafs of Syria ; through tin* Darius* % 
army from Syria entered Cilicia. 
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tors, telling Darius , that they advifed him to divide his troops 
with no other view, than that they might have, after fuch a 
feparation, a fair opportunity of delivering up into the enemies 
hands whatever fhould be in their power. However, Darius 
thanked the Greeks for their zeal and good-will, and even 
condefcended to lay before them the motives that induced him 
to rejeft their advice. The courtiers had made him believe 
that Alexander was flying before him, and that therefore he 
ought to march forward with all poffible expedition, and fall 
upon him while entangled in thofe flraights, left he fhould 
make his efcape. Upon this it was agreed in a council of all 
the Perjian generals, that they fhould engage the enemy in 
the narrow partes, the gods, fays our hiftorian y , blinded that 
prince, that they might pave a way to the deftru&ion of the 
Perjian empire. Darius, having fent his treafures and moft 
valuable moveables to Damafcus in Syria under a fmall con- 
voy, led the main body of the army towards the ftraights of 
mount Amanus, through which he entered Cilicia, and ad- 
vanced as far as the city of Iffus, not knowing that Alexander 
was behind ; for he had been told, that the Macedonians were 
retired in great diforder into Syria. In the city of IJfus he 
barbaroufly put to death the fick and wounded Macedonians 
that had been left there by Parmenio, fparing only a few, whom 
he difmifled, after making them view his camp, that they 
might be eye-witnefles of the immenfe number of his forces. 
Thefe brought Alexander word of Darius's approach, which 
he could fcarce believe, though he defired nothing more ear- 
tte battlt neftly. However, having offered a facrifice to the gods of 
o/Wns. place, he advanced to meet him, and drew up his army 
Year of on a fp Q t 0 f ground near the city of IJfus, bounded on one 
*^' ood ' fide by the mountains, and by the fea on the other. Here 
2666. Darius* not being able to extend his front beyond that of the 
fore* Macedonians, by reafon of the narrownefs of the place, could 
Chrift difpofe of his great army no otherwife, than by drawing them 

up in many lines one behind the other. But the Macedonians 
foon breaking the firft line, and that recoiling upon tHe fe- 
cond, and the fecond again upon the third, and fo on, the 
whole Perjian army was put in diforder; and the Macedoni- 
ans purfuing the advantage by preffing forward, the confufion 
was increafcd to fuch a degree, that even the braveft among 
the Perfians, who were defirousto fignalize themfelves, could 
neither ftand their ground, nor manage their arms. As the 
crowd, which was made in the flight of fo numerous an ar- 
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my, was very great, tlofe who fell that day were for the 
moft part trampled to death, by their own men, as they pref- 
fed to efcape. Darius, who fought in the firft line, with 
much difficulty got out of the crowd, and fled in his chariot 
to the neighbouring mountains, where he mounted on horfe- 
back, and purfuedhis flight, leaving behind him his bow, his 
ihield, and royal mantle. Alexander was prevented from 
following him by the Greek mercenaries, who, charging the 
Macedonian phalanx with incredible bravery, killed Ptolemy 
the fon of Seleucus with 120 officers of diftin&ion, befides a 
great many private men ; and, though attacked in flank by 
Alexander in perfon, maintained their ground, till they were 
from twenty reduced to eight thoufand ; they retired then in 
good order over the mountains towards Tripoli 5 in Syria y where 
finding the tranfports, that had conveyed them from Lejios, 
lying on the ihore, they fitted out fuch a number as fuitcd 
their purpofe, and failed to Cyprus, after having burnt the reft 
to prevent their being purfued. Alexander no fooner faw 
them put to flight than he haftened after Darius ; but grow- 
ing weary of the purfuit, and night drawing on, he returned 
to the enemies camp, which his foldiers had juft before plun- 
dered. Syfigambis, Darius's mother, and his wife, who was 
alfo his fitter, with his fon Ochus not full fix years old, and 
his two daughters both marriageable, and befides fome noble- 

mens daughters, who attended them, were found in the camp 
and taken prifoners. The reft had been fent to Damascus, 
with part of Darius'* treafure and all the rich furniture, which 
the Perftan monarchs ufed to carry with them into the field ; 
fo that in the camp they found only three thoufand talents of 
filver ; but the reft of the treafures fell afterwards into the 
hands of Parmenio at his taking the city of Damafcus z . In 
this engagement the Perftans loft, according to Arrian *, 
10,000 horfe, and 90,000 foot, and with him other writers 
agree, as to the number of the horfe ; but as to the foot they 
all vary, not only from him, but from each other, fome 
making the number of the dead amount to 80, others to 90, 
others to 100, and fome to 120,000, adding, that 40,000 
were taken prifoners, while Alexander, according to the high- 
eft computation, loft in all but 300 men b. 

Thb next toy Alexander, after vifiting the wounded, cauf- 
ed the dead to be buried with great pomp in the prefence qf 

* Pt v t . in Alex. Curt. 1. Hi. Arrian. 1. ii. DionoR. 1. xvii. 
'Arrian. ubi fupra. bDiooQR. Plvtargj*. Arriam. 
Curt. Juitiii. ubi fupra. 
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the whole army, which was drawn up in battle-array. The 
fame honours he paid to the mi'.nes of the Perfians of rank, 
and allowed Daritu's mother to bury as many as fhe pleafed, 
according to the cuftoms and ceremonies of her country. 
But the prudent princefs ufed that permiffion with great mo- 
defty and referve, burying only a few, who were her near 
relations. Alexander treated her and the other captive prin- 
ceffes with great humanity ; they were, fays Plutarch c, in 
Alexander's camp, not as in that of an e nemy, but as in a 
holy temple defigned for the afylum of virtue, they all living 
fo retired, that they were not feen by any one, none.daring 
to approach their pavilion, but fuch as were appointed to at- 
tend them. As Darius' * confort and her two daughters were 
princefles of an extraordinary beauty, Alexander after the firft 
vjfit refolved never to fee them any more, that his frailty 
might not expofe him to any danger. This memorable cir- 
cumftancc we find in a letter which he wrote to Par?nenio y 
commanding him to put to death certain Macedonians who had 
abufed the wives of fome captives. In fhort, he ufed them 
with fuch refped, good nature, and humanity, that nothing 
but tiicir captivity could make them L*nfib!e of their misfor- 
tune d . 

Alexander, feeing himfelf now matter of the field, detached 
Parmenio to Damafcus^ where Dariush treafures were lodg- 
ed, with the Theffalian horfe. As he was on his march thi- 
ther, he met with a meflenger fent by the governor of that 
city with a letter to Alexander^ wherein he offered to betray 
the city to the king. The fourth day Parmenio arrived at 
Damafcus, when the governor, pretending that he was not 
able to defend the city againft a vi&orious army, caufed by 
day-break a vaft number of beafts of burden to be loaded with 
the king's treafure and rich furniture, as if he intended to re- 
tire and five them for his mafter, but in reality to deliver 
them up to the enemy, as he had agreed with Parmenio, who 
had opened the letter dire&ed to the king. At the firft fight 
of the forces, which this general headed, the Perfians, who 
convoyed the treafures, betook themfelves to flight, and left 
the Macedonians mafters of all the gold and filrer that was de- 
jigned to pay fo numerous an army. Among the prifoners of 
rliltinflion taken in the city were three young princefies, daugh- 
ters of" Ochus, who had reigned before Darius, and his widow, 
the daughter of Oxathres, brother to Darius ; the wife of 
At'iabazus or Artabqnus, the greateft lord at court, with his 

c fhvr, dc fortuna Alexandrl. * Plut. ibid. 
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fon llioneus ; the wife of Pharnabazus*, whom Darius had 
appointed governor of all the cities on the coaft ; three daugh- 
ters of Mentor ; the wife and fon of Rdemnon, that illuftrious 
and renowned commander ; infomuch, that there was fcarce 
one noble family in all Perfta which did not fhare in this cala- 
mity. Befides the immenfe treafures which the Macedonians 
had already taken, they found in the city 2600 talents in 
ready money, and 500 in bullion, which was afterwards coin- 
ed; they took 30,000 prifoners, and with the plunder of the 
city loaded 7000 camels. The Thejfalian horfe had the beft 
lhare of this booty, having been fent by Alexander on this ex- 
pedition, that they might enrich themfelves with the plunder 
of fo wealthy a city, in regard they had diflinguifhed them- 
felves above the reft in the late engagement e . The gover- 
nor of the place was killed by one of his own men, and his head 
carried to Darius f . 

After this victory Alexander marched into Syria, moft 
of the cities of that country voluntarily fubmittingto the con- 
queror, and even Darius's governors and commanders deli- 
vering themfelves and their treafures up into his hands. Being 
arrived at Marathus, he received a letter from Darius, in 
which he ftiled himfelf king without bellowing that title on 
Alexander. He rather commanded than entreated him to 
afk what fum he pleafed for the ranfom of his mother, wife, 
and children; and as to their difpute about empire, they might 
decide it, if he thought proper, in a general engagement, to 
which both parties fhould bring an equal number of troops ; 
but if he were ftill capable of wholefome counfel, he would 
advife him to be contented with the kingdom of his ancef- 
tors, and not invade that of another to which he had no right; 
that for the future they fhould live in friendfhip and amity, 
and that he was ready to fwcar to the obfervancc of thefe ar- 
ticles, and receive Alexander's oath. This letter, which was 
wrote with fuch an unfcafonable pride and haughtinefs, pro- 
voked Alexander to a great degree, who therefore in his an- 
swer began thus ; Alexander the king to Darius ; he then enu- 
merates the many injuries and calamities which the Greeks 
and Macedonians had fuffered from the Pcrftans, reproaches 
that nation with the bafe and treacherous murder of his fa- 
ther Philip, and Darius in particular with fctting a price up- 
on his own head ; whence he concludes, that he is not the 
aggreflbr, but has taken up arms in his own defence, and to 
revenge the death of his father and the injuries done to his 

e Plutarch, de fort. Alex. &Curt. I. iii. c. 25. f Curt. 
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country \ and that the gods, who always declare for the juft 
caufe, approved of this war, he {hews from the fuccefs that 
attended it, fince with their protection he had already fub- 
dued great part of Ajia, and defeated the mighty hoft of the 
Perfians in a pitched battle with a handful of men. How- 
ever, he engaged his word, that he would reftore to him his 
wife, mother, and children, provided he repaired to him ia 
the attire of a fuppliant, and humbly begged him to give them 
their liberty, affuring him, that he might do it without the 
leaft danger. He concluded by defiring him to remember, 
when he next wrote, that he not only addrefled a king, but 
his king. Therjippus was ordered to carry this letter *. 

Alexander marched from thence into Phcsnice^ where the 
citizens of Byblus opened their gates to him, and their example 
was followed by other cities, in proportion as he advanced in- 
to the country ; but none received him with greater joy than 
the Sidonians, whofe city Ocbus had laid in aflies about eigh- 
teen years before, and put moft of the inhabitants to the fword. 
Since that time they bore fuch a hatred to the Perfian name, 
that they were over-joyed at this opportunity of fhaking off 
the yoke, and indeed were the firft in P&mittwhofubmitted- 
to Alexander by their deputies, in oppofition to Strata their ' 
king who was in the Perfian intereft. Alexander depofed hinj, 
and permitted Hepha/lion to ele& in his room whomfbever of 
the Sidonians he fhould judge worthy of fo exalted aftation 
as we have elfewhere related at length 1 . \ 

While Alexander was in Pbornice^ fome of thtPerJiaH 
generals, who had efcaped from the battle of IJfus y drawing 
together the remains of the fcattered army, attempted, with 
the affiftance of the Cappadocians and P aphlagonians to recover 
Lydia ; but were in feveral engagements routed, and at laft 
intirely difperfed by AntigonuSy whom Alexander had appoin- 
ted governor of that province. At the fame time the Mace- 
donian fleet failing from Greece fell in with that of the ene- 
mies commanded by Ari/iomenes, whom Darius had fent to 
recover the cities on the Hellefponty and attacked them fo 
briikJy that not one fingle fhip efcaped k . 

All Syria md Phcenic* were already fubdued, except the 
city of Tyre } which he befieged and tookbyaflault, after the 
inhabitants had held out with incredible bravery for feven 
whole months, as we have related in the hiftory of PhcenUe K 
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Whiie Alexander was carrying on the fiege of Tyre he 
received a fecond letter from Darius, who at laft condefcended 
to give him the title of king; he offered him ten thoufand talents 
by way of ranfom for the captive princefles, and his daughter 
Statira in marriage with all the country he had conquered as 
far as the Euphrates ; he put him in mind of the inconftancy 
of fortune, and fet out in moft pompous terms the vaft num- 
ber of troops he could ftill bring into the field ; he reprefented 
the difficulties he might meet with in croffing the Euphrates, 
the Tigris, the Araxes, and the Hydafpes, which were fo 
many barriers to the Perfian empire $ that he would not have 
always the opportunity of fhutting himfelf up among rocka 
and mountains, but would be obliged, fome time or other, 
to engage in an open and champain country, where he would 
be afhamed to appear before him with a handful of men. Upon 
the receipt of this letter Alexander fummoned a council, in 
which Parmenio was of opinion, that he ought to accept the off- 
ers of Darius, declaring, that he would agree to them were 
he Alexander ; and fo would I, replied Alexander, were I 
. Parmenio. Without hearkening therefore to his advice, he 
";iafwered, that he did not want the money Darius offered him ; 
1 that it did not become him to offer what he no longer poffeffed, 
t f$fr pretend to difpofe of what he had already loft that if he 
iapas the only perfon who did not know which of the two was 
VJfie beft commander, a battle would foon determine it \ that 
fliould not be frightened with rivers after having crofted the 
fea, and would not fail to purfue Darius, and come up with 
him at laft to what place foever he fhould think proper to re- 
tire ». Darius, upon the receipt of this letter, loft all hopes 
of an accommodation, and began anew to prepare for war. . 

Alexander having reduced Tyre marched from thence to q/ 
Jerufalem, and from Jerufalem to Gaza. On his arrival at g^j^j 
that city he found it defended by a ftrong garifon under the t ^\ en u 
command of Betis, or, as fome call him, Babemefts n , one Ale*an- 
of Darius 9 s eunuchs, who, being a man of great experience der. 
in military affairs, and very faithful to his fovercign, refolved 
to hold out aeainft Alexander till he was reduced to the laft 
extremities. As this place was the only inlet into Egypt, 
Alexander could not pafs thither till he was beer me mafter of 
it, and therefore was forced to befiege it. But noiwithftand- 
ing his men behaved with the utmoft intrepidity, and his 
commanders exerted the utmoft of military fkili, yet it coft 
him and his whole army two entire months to reduce it. The 

m Plut. in. Alex. p. 68 !. Curt. I. iv. c. 5 , Ar r 1 a n 1. ii. p. 
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flop which this put to his intended march into Egypt, and 
two dangerous wounds which he received in the (lege, pro- 
voked him to fuch a degree, that on his taking of the place 
he treated the commander, inhabitants, and foldiers in a 
manner no-ways becoming a conqueror. For having cut 
•10,000 of them in pieces, he fold the reft with their wives 
and children for flaves. When Betis, who had been taken 
prifoner in the laft afliult, was brought before him, inftead 
of ufing him kindly, as his valour and fidelity juftly deferved, 
and a generous enemy ought to have done, he ordered his 
heels to be bored, a cord to be drawn through them, and the 
unhappy captive, thus tied to a chariot, to be dragged round 
the city till he expired, bragging, that herein he imitated his 
progenitor Achilles, who, as Homer relates, caufed the dead 
body of Heftor to be thus dragged round the walls of Troy, 
as though a man ought ever to take pride in imitating a bad 
example. Both a&s were barbarous and inhuman, but that 
of Alexander much more fo ; for Achilles caufed only Heftor's 
dead body to be fo abufed, whereas Alexander thus treated 
Betis while alive, and for no other reafon but becaufehe had 
ferved his fovereign with fidelity in the poft committed to 
his charge, which even Alexander, though an enemy, would 
have admired and rewarded, had he made the true principles 
of virtue and generofity the rule of his a&ions ; but his fen- 
timents and conduit began now to change with his fortune °. 
He fent great part of the booty he found in the city to Olym- 
pias, to Cleopatra and his friends ; and having left a garifon 
there, he marched dire&ly for Egypt, and in feven days ar- 
rived before Pelufium, where he was met by great numbers 
of Egyptians, who flocked thither to make their fubmiffion 
to him. The hatred they bore to the Perfians was fuch, that 
they willingly embraced all opportunities of fhaking off the 
yoke they groaned under ; and feemed not to care by whom 
they were governed, provided they could but meet with one 
who was able to refcue them from that infolence and indig- 
nity with which the Perfians treated them and their religion, 
Ochus had flain their god Apis, in a manner highly injurious 
to themfelves and their religion ; and the Perfian governors 
treated their gods in the fame manner ; which raifed their 
indignation to fuch a height, that when Amyntas (X) came 

thither 

o Curt. 1. iv. c. 10. Arrian. 1. iu propc finem. Plut. 
in Alex. p. 679. 

(X) This Amyntas, having fled from Alexander to Darius, was 

one of the commanders of the Greek mercenaries at the battle of 

tffm 1 from whence having brought off 4000 of his men, he got 
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thither a little before with a handful of men, he found them 
ready to join him in driving out the Perjia?is. Alexander 
therefore no fooner appeared on the frontiers, but the Egyp- 
tians flocked to him from all parts, and received him with 
open arms. His arrival at the head of a powerful and vic- 
torious army gave them fecure protection, which they could 
not promife themfelves from Amyntas ; and on this confide- 
ration they openly declared, without referve, in his favour. 
Hereupon Afazaccs, who commanded in Memphis, feeing 
he was not in a condition to oppofe this general infurredtion, 
opened the gates to the conqueror, and put him in pofTeflion 
of the metropolis of that kingdom, with 800 talents and all 
the king's rich furniture 11 . Thus Alexander, without any Egypt 
oppofxtion, became matter of all Egypt. fubmits t* 

At Memphis Alexander formed a defign of vifiting the Alexan- 
templc of 'Jupiter /fvmion, and in his way thither built A- der. 
lexandria, which foon became the metropolis of that king- 
dom. On his return from the temple he fettled the affairs 
of Egypt, and marched from thence in the beginning of the 
fpring to find out Darius. On his return into Phcenice he 
ftaid fome time at Tyre, that he might there fettle the affairs 
of the countries which he was to leave behind him, before 
he fet out to make new conquefrs ; and having ordered mat- 
ters as he thought fit, he began his march, and with his 



p Curt. 1. iv. c. 20. Justin. I. 11. c 11. Arrian.1. iii. 
p. 104. — no. Diodor. 1. xvii. p. 526—529. 

fafe to Tripolis in Syria, where he embarked, as we have related 
above, and failed firft to Cyprus, and then to Pelufium in Egypt ; 
which city he feized, making the garifon believe that he had 
been appointed governor of Egypt in the room of Sabaces, who 
had been killed in the batrle of IJfus. As foon as he found himfelf 
poffefled of this important place, he threw off the mane, and de- 
clared his defign of feizing Egypt for himfelf, and driving the 
Perfians from thence. Whereupon the Egyptians, out of hatred 
to the Perfians, readily joined him ; and he having formed a con- 
fiderable army, marched dire&ly for Memphis, where he defeated 
the Perfians in a pitched battle, and (hut them up in the city. 
But, after this viclory, permitting his foldiers to ftraggle up and 
down the country in quell of booty, the Perfians (allied out upon 
them thus difperfed, and cut them all to pieces with Atnyvtas their 
leader (82). 

(82J Arrian.l.xx. Curt. /. iv. c. 3. Diodor. /. xvii. p. 5S7, 
588. 
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whole army arrived at Thapfacus, where he crofTed the Eu- 
phrates, and continued his march towards the Tigris in queft 
of the enemy. Darius in the mean time, after feveral over- 
tures for a peace, finding that there were no hopes of an ac- 
commodation, unlefs he refigned the whole empire, applied 
himfeif to make the neceflary preparations for another engage- 
ment. For this purpofe having afiembled at Babylon an army 
half as numerous again as that with which he fought at IJfus, 
(for it confifted of 1,100,000 men) he took the field, and 
marched towards Nineveh. Advice being brought him, that the 
enemy was not far off", he detached Satropates commander of 
the cavalry, at the head of a thoufand chofen horfe, and Ma- 
zaus governor of that province, with fix thoufand, to pre- 
vent Alexander from croffing the Tigris, and to lay wafte the 
country through which he was to pafs. But they came too 
late, Alexander having, with the utrnoft difficulty, crofTed 
tiie river a little before they arrived. He encamped two days 
on the banks of the river, during which time there happened 
an eclipfe of the moon, which .fo terrified the Macedonians, 
that they refufed to proceed in their march, crying out, that 
heaven difplayed the marks of its anger,that they were dragged 
againft the will of the gods to the utrnoft extremities of the 
earth, and that even the moon refufed to lend them herufual 
light. Hereupon Alexander, having fummoned the officers 
of the army to his tent, commanded the Egyptian foothfayers 
to declare what they thought of this phenomenon. Thefe 
were well acquainted with the natural caufes of eclipfes; 
but, without entering into fuch enquiries, they replied, that 
the fun was predominant in Greece, and the moon in Perjia, 
whence as often as the moon fuffered an eclipfe, fome great 
calamity was thereby portended to the latter. This anfwer, 
being immediately fpread abroad among the foldiers, revived 
their hopes and courage ; and Alexander, taking advantage 
of this ardor, began his march after midnight, having on his 
right the Tigris, and the Gordyaan mountains on his left \ 
At day-break the fcouts, he had fent out to reconnoitre, 
brought word, that Darius was on full march to meet him ; 
whereupon he immediately drew up his forces, and put him- 
felf at the head of the army. But as they drew near, he 
found, tli at it was only a detachment of 1000 horfe, which, 
as the Macedonians advanced, retired in great haftc to the 
main army ; they were purfued by Ari/lo, commander of the 
Paonian hcrfe, who having defeated that body and killed 
Satropates their leader, brought back his head, and threw it 

1 Arrian. I. iii. Curt. I, iv. c, 24. 
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down at Alexander's feet, telling him, that in his country 
fuch aprefent was ufually rewarded with a cup of gold ; Alex- 
ander replied fmiling, with an empty one, but I will give you 
a golden cup, and that full of wine r . Not long after A- 
lexander received intelligence, that Darius was not above 1 50 
furlongs off 5 whereupon he halted to refrcfh his foldiers be- 
fore the engagement, having in the camp great ftore of pro- 
vifions. During this time he intercepted fome letters wrote 
by Darius to the Greeks, foliciting them with great promifes 
either to kill or betray Alexander. The king was in doubt 
with himfelf whether he fhould read them in a full aflembly, for 
he relied as much on the fidelity of the Greeks as on that of 
the Macedonians ; but Par memo diffuaded him from it, tell- 
ing him, that even the raifing fuch thoughts in the minds 
of foldiers might be attended with fome danger, and that the 
hopes of a great reward were capable of prompting a man 
to attempt the moft enormous crimes. The king followed 
this prudent advice, and ordered his army to march forwards f . 
He was fcarce fet out, when an eunuch brought him word, 
that Statira Darius\ wife was dead, whereupon he immedi- 
ately returned, and entering the pavilion, where Syfigambis 
and the other royal prifoners were kept, comforted them in 
fo kind and tender a manner as plainly (hewed his deep con- 
cern. He caufed the funeral obfequies of the deceafed princefe 
to be performed with the utmoft fplendor and magnificence ; 
which Darius hearing, and at the fame time being informed 
with what refpeft Alexander had treated her in her life-time, 
hp is faid to have prayed the gods, that if the time ordained 
by the fates for the transferring of the Pcrftan empire into 
other hands was come, none might fit on the throne of Cyrus, 
but fo juft, fo merciful, fo generous a conqueror as Alexan- 
der £ . And although he had twice fued in vain for peace, 
yet being overcome by the tendernefs and humanity, which 
Alexander had fhewn his wife, mother, and children, dif- 
patched ten of his relations as ambafladors, offering him new 
conditions of peace more advantageous than the former, and 
returning him thanks for the kind treatment he had indulged 
his family. He had in his former propofals offered him all 
the provinces of Afia as far as the Halys ; but now he added 
the countries lying between the Hcllefpont and the Euphrates, 
that is, whatever Alexander was already matter of, and of- 
fered 30,000 talents by way of ranfom for his family. Par- 

r Arm an. 1. iii. Curt. 1. \v. c. 23. Plut. in Alex. f Cubt. 
Liv. c. 25. c Curt, Sc. Plutarch, ibidem. 
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menio again advifed Alexander to accept of the conditions, 
telling him, that the provinces between the Euphrates and 
the Hellefpont would be a great addition to the kingdom of 
Macedon ; and that the Per/tan prifoners were only an in- 
cumbrance to the army, whereas the treafure offered for their 
ranfom might be employed for the ufe of his troops, or to 
reward the fervices of his friends. But Alexander, without 
hearkening to his advice, returned the following anfwer to 
the ambafladors ; that the clemency he had fhewn to the wife 
and children of Darius proceeded from his own good nature, 
without any regard to their matter ; that he did not make 
war upon women and children, but upon fuch only as ap- 
peared in arms againfl him ; that if Darius had fued for peace 
in good earneft, he would have hearkened to his propofals ; 
but fince he continued to fpirit up, with large bribes, his own 
foldiers to murder or betray him, he could not believe that 
his offers were fincere, and therefore was determined to pur- 
fue him, with the utmoft vigour, not as a fair enemy, but 
as a traitor and affaffin ; that as to the provinces he offered 
him, they were already his own, and if Darius could force 
him to retire beyond the Euphrates , which he had already 
croffed, he might then offer them as his ; that he propofed 
to himfelf, as a reward for the toils he had already endured, 
all thofe kingdoms which Darius ftill enjoyed, wherein 
whether he flattered himfelf with a vain hope. or no, the next 
day's engagement fhould determine ; he concluded by telling 
the ambafladors, that he was come into Afia to give, and 
not to receive ; that the heavens could not hold two funs, and 
therefore if Darius would fubmit to him, acknowledging him 
his lord and fovereign, he would then hearken to propofals n . 
The ambafladors returned back, and told Darius, that he 
muff prepare for an engagement ; whereupon that prince en- 
camped near a village called Gaugamela, in a large plain, at a 
confiderable diftance from the city of Arbela, having before- 
hand levelled the ground, that his cavalry and chariots might 
move and act with more eafe. Alexander, hearing that Da- 
rius was fo near, continued four days in his camp to reft 
the army, and furrounded it with deep trenches and pallifades, 
being determined to leave there his baggage and fuch of his 
men as were indifppfed. He fet out about the fecond watch 
with a delign to engage the enemy at break of day ; and ar- 
riving at a rifing ground, whence he could difcover their 
whole army, he halted, and fummoncd a council, being in 

u Ckrt. 1. iv. c. 2.6. Just ik. 1. xi. \z. 
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doubt whether he fliould encamp there, or immediately fall 
upon the enemy. Parmenio advifed him to attack their camp 
in the night-time, alledging, that they might eafily be de- 
feated, if taken by furprize and in the dark ; but the king 
anfwered, that it did not become Alexander to fteal a vi&ory, 
and therefore he was refolved to fight and conquer in broad 
day-light. Accordingly he encamped there in the fame order 
in which the army had marched, and after giving the proper 
orders he retired to repofe the remaining part of the night ; 
but, being under no fmall concern, he could not fleep till 
towards the morning, fo that when his generals were af- 
fembled at day-break before his tent, they were greatly fur- 
prifed to find that he was not yet awake. Parmenio, after 
waiting fome time, thought fit to call him, and feeming a- 
mazed that he fliould fleep fo found, when he was upon the 
point of hazarding a battle, on which depended the empire of 
Afta ; Alexander told him, that Darius by bringing all his 
forces into one place, had freed him from the trouble of 
thinking how he might purfue them into different countries w . 
He then without delay put on his armour, mounted on horfe- 
back, and, having drawn up his men in battle-array, advan- 
ced to encounter the enemy, who was at a very fmall dis- 
tance. 

Both armies were drawn up in the fame order, the infan- 
try in the centre and the cavalry on the wings; Darius's front 
was covered with 200 chariots, armed with fcythes, and 25 
elephants. Befides his guards, which were the flower of his 
army, he had pofted the Grecian infantry near his perfon, be- 
lieving this body alone capable of oppofing the Macedonian 
phalanx. As his army took up a far greater fpace of ground 
than Alexander 's, his defign was to furround and charge them 
at the fame time in front and flank ; which Alexander fuf- 
pefling, ordered thole who led the wings to extend them as 
wide as poflible without weakening the centre. His baggage 
and the captives, among whom were Darius's mother and 
children, were left in the camp under a fmall guard. Parmenio 
commanded, as he had always done, the left wing, and Al- 
exander the right. When the two armies were in fight of 
each other, the Macedonians halted, waiting till the enemies 
fliould advance to attack them, which they did accordingly, 
Darius himfelf charging in the firft line. Arrian and Carti- 
us x defcribe this battle at length ; they tell us, that the Per- 

w Justin. 1, xi. c xiii. Curt. I. iv. c. 3 — 31. Plut. in 
Alex. * Arrian. 1. iii. Curt. 1. iv. c. 25. k feq. 
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Jians were often repulfed, but returned again to the charge ; 
that viStory inclined fometimes to one iide, and fometimes 
to another 5 that Pannenh, who commanded the left wing, 
was in great danger, and his men obliged to give ground ; 
that Alexander's rear was put in diforder and the baggage ta- 
ken j that both kings wrought wonders, i$c. But after all, 
Curtius tells us, that the Macedonians, notwithftanding the 
great oppofition they met with, loft only 300 men, and Ar~ 
rian allows not a third of that number flain ; whereas of the 
Perfians there fell 40,000, fays Curtius, 300,000 according to 
Arrian, and 90,000, if we believe Diodorus. From thefe ac- 
counts, we can form no ot her judgment of this great encounter, 
but that the Per/tans at the very fiWl onfet betook themfelves to 
flight, and the Aiacedontans purfued them : for had the feven 
or eight hundred thoufand men, which Darius brought into 
the field, thrown each one dart or ftone, the Macedonians 
could not have bought the empire of the eaft at fo eafy a rate. 
In the heat of the battle, when the Macedonians were in the 
greatcft danger, Arijlander the foothfayer, cloathed in his 
white robes, and holding a branch of olive in his hand, is re- 
ported to have advanced among the firft ranks, end in concert 
with Alexander to have cried out, that he faw an eagle hover- 
ing over the king's head, a fure omen of viftory ; he pointed 
with his finger at the pretended bird, and the foldiers believing 
him, and fome even fancying they faw it, renewed the attack 
with more courage and refolution than ever. We are told, 
that Darius 1 feeing his numerous army put fo fbamefully to 
flight, drew his fcyrnitar, and was fome time in fufpence 
whether he fliouid lay violent hands on himfelf, rather than 
fly in fo ignominious a manner ; but at Jaft refolved to fave 
himfelf by flight, and arrived at Arbcla the fame night (Y). 

(Y) This battle was fought at Gaugamela near the river Beit- 
me las, as Ptolemy Lagus and Ariftobulus, who were prefent, aver; 
they are followed both by Strabo (83) and Plutarch (^84) ; never- 
thelefs becaufe Gaugamela was only a fun'! village, and the name 
not agreeable to the ear, Signifying the cr.mels boufe, the battle is 
faid to have been fought at Arbe/a, which wag a great and famous 
city in thofe parts Gaugamela and Arbela were at a con fide - 

rable diftancc from each Ofher ,* for between the river Beumelus, 
on which flood Gaugamela, and the Lycus, on the banks of which 
Arbela was fi mated, Curtius reckons 80 furlongs 86). According 
to Strabo $ description of thofe places Arbela in Ptolemy s fifth map 
of AJta ought to be placed where we find Gaugamela (87). 

(S3 ) Strabo, lib. 26. p. 737. (8.0 Plut, in Alex and, (85) 
Anion. 1. 0 p. 101. Strabo, ubi fitpra. (80} Curt, I. iv. c. 22. 
{8 J ) ride Strab. I. ii. p. 79. 
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After he had paffed the Lycus, fome, who attended him in 
his flight, advifed him to break down the bridge in order to 
flop the enemy's purfuit j but he, reflecting how many of 
his own men were haftening to pafs over the fame bridge, re- 
plied, that he had rather leave an open way to a purfuing ene- 
my, than {hut it to a flying friend * (Z). He arrived about 
midnight at Arbcla^ whither he was followed by a great many 
of his nobles and commanding officers, whom he called toge- 
ther; and acquainted them that he defigned to leave all for 
the prefent to Alexander and fly into Media^ from whence 
and from the reft of the northern provinces he could draw to- 
gether new forces, to try once more his fortune in battle. 
Alexander purfued him as far as Arbela \ but, before his arri- 
val there, Darius was, by the quicknefs of his flight, got over 
the mountains of Armenia, attended by fome of his relations, 
and a fmall body of guards called Melophori, becaufe each of 
them bore a golden apple on the point of their fpear. In Ar- 
menia he was joined by 2000 Greek mercenaries, who, under 
the command of Paron a Phoctean and Glaucus an JEtolian 
had efcaped from the battle. Alexander took the city of Ar- 
bela, where he feized on immenfe fums of money, with all 
Darius's rich furniture and equipage, and returned to his 
camp. After having allowed his army fome days of reft, he 
fet out on his march to Babylon. Mazaus was governor of 
that city and province, and had after the late battle retired 
thither with the fcattered remains of the body he command- 
ed. But, on the approach of Alexander's victorious army, 
he had not courage enough to oppofe him ; marching there- 
fore out to meet him he delivered the city and himfelf with 
his children into the conqueror's hands. Bagaphanes gover- 
nor of the caftle, where all Darius's treafures were lodged, 
did the fame ; and Alexander entered the.city at the head of 
his whole army, as though he had been marching againfl an 
enemy. After a ftay of 30 days in that city, he continued 
Alazaus in the government of that province ; but giving the 
command of the caftle and garifon to a Macedonian, he took 
Bagaphanes along with him, and marched towards Sufa 9 

* Curt. 1. iv.c. 36, 37. Justin. 1. xl c. 14. 

(Z) In Jufiin we read, inflead of Lycus y Cydmts ; which laft riveri 
runs through the city of Tar/us in Clicia ; and hence it is, that 
Orofius, who ever follows Jufiin t was led into fo grofs a mi/lake 
as to think, that this great battle was fought at Tarfus (88). 

(88) OrofJ. iii, c. 17. 
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where he arrived twenty days after his departure from Babylon* 
As he drew near the city, Abulites governor of the place r 

fent his fon to meet him, and acquaint him, that he was rea- 
dy to deliver the city and all the king's treafures into his 
hands. The king received the young nobleman with great 
marks of kindnefs, and, ufmg him as a guide, advanced to 
the river Cboafpes, where Abulites himfelf met him with pre- 
sents worthy of fo great a prince ; among other things he 
prefented him with dromedaries, or running camels, of in- 
credible fwiftnefs, and twelve elephants, which Darius had 
fent for out of India. Having entered the city, the gover- 
nor delivered up to him 50,000 talents in bullion, and 40,000 
in ready money, with all the king's furniture to an im- 
menfe value. Here he found part of the rarities which Xer- 
xes had brought out of Greece , namely the brazen ftatues of 
Harmodius and Arijlogiton^ which he fent to Athens^ where 
they were ftill ftanding in Arriaifs time. As for the purple 
and fcarlet robes, he fent them all to Syftgambis together with 
fome others eurioufly wrought, which had been fent him out 
of Macedon^ adding in his meflage to her, that if fhe liked 
the Macedonian robes, he would fend her thofe who nad wrought 
them, that her grand-children might learn the art by way of 
amufement. At thefe words fhe could not help betraying 
fome concern and uneafinefs, it being looked upon by the 
Perftan women as mean and unbecoming to employ themfelves 
in works of that nature ; which when Alexander underftood, 
he thought himfelf obliged to make an apology for what he had 
done m y and accordingly went immediately to wait upon her, 
and begged, that fhe would not confider that as an affront, 
which was entirely owing to his ignorance of the Perftan 
manners ; adding, that the robes he then wore were not 

only a prefent from his fitters, but wrought with their own 
hands z . 

Alexander having thus comforted Syftgambis , took his leave 
of her, and, leaving a ftrong garifon in the city of Sufa, ad- 
vanced towards the province of Per/is. He arrived in four 
days march on the banks of the Pa/itigris, which river he 
croflcd with 9000 foot and 4000 horfe, and entered the coun- 
try of the Uxians. This province extends from Suftana to 
the frontiers of Per/is^ and was governed by one Medatbcs 
who had married the niece of Syftgambis. Mcdathes y who 
was not, like the other Perftan governors, a time-ferver, 
but faithful to his fovereign, rcfolved to hold out to the laft: 
extremity \ and with this defign retired into a ftrong hold, in 

* Curt. 1. v. c. 8. 
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the midft of craggy mountains, and furrounded on all fides 
by fteep precipices. Here he held out for fome time with 
great bravery, and, when the city was taken by aflaulc, 
withdrew into the citadel, whence, feeing there were no 
hopes of being relieved, he fent 30 deputies to Alexander to 
treat of a furrender. The king, who was greatly provoked 
againft Mad ate $^ would not at firft hearken to any propofalsj 
but la the jnean time receiving letters from Syjigambis y 
wherein flie entreated him to pardon her relation, he not only 
complied with her requeft, but fet all the prifoners at liberty, 
reftored Ma dates to his former dignity, left the city untouch- 
ed, and the citizens in the full enjoyment of their antient li- 
berty and priviledges a . 

Having reduced the Uxians, he ordered Parmenio with 
part of his army to march through the plain, while he himfclf, 
at the head of the light-armed foot, advanced by the way of 
the mountains, which extend to the frontiers of Perjia. 
The fifth day he arrived at the ftraights of Perfia. Thefe Ari- 
Bbarzanes held" with 40000 foot and 7000 horfe, which he had 
pofted on the tops of the hills out of the enemies reach. Ag 
foon as Alexander advanced to attack him, the Perfians from 
the tops of the mountains rolled down ftones of fuch a prodi- 
gious fize, that they cruflied at once whole ranks, Tht king, 
being greatly frightened at this fight, commanded a retreat to 
be founded, and withdrew about 30 furlongs from the pafe, 
where he lay encamped fome time, not knowing how to ad- 
vance, and being afhamed to return 5 but in the mean time a 
Greek defcrter coming to his camp offered himfelf readily 
to conduit him through by-paths lo the very top of the moun- 
tain, whence he might eafily fo annoy the Pcrftam^ as to 
oblige them to abandon the ftraights and leave an open paflage 
to the whole army. He was as good as his word ; for Alexan- 
der, at the head of fome chofen troops, having followed his 
guide all that night through rocks and precipices, arrived a 
little before day-break at the top of a mountain, which com- 
manded all the hills where the enemies were pofted ; which 
they obferving betook themfelves to flight ; and at the fame 
time Craterusy who had been left in the camp, advancing with 
the troops under his command, poflefled himfelf of the ftraights. 
Ariobarzanes with part of the cavalry, breaking through the 
Macedonians with great flaughtcr both of them and his own 
men, made His cfcape over the mountains, with a defign to 
throw himfelf intoPerfepolis ; btu, finding all the paflcs leading 

* CVRT. l.V. C. g. 
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to that city guarded by the enemy, he returned back upon 
thofe that purfued him, and was killed with all thofe that 
followed him, after having cut in pieces great numbers of 
the Macedonians b. 

Being now pofleiled of the ftraights, Alexander purfued 
hfs march into Per/is or Perfia, properly fo called. When 
he was at fome diftance from Perfepolis, the metropolis of 
that province, he received letters from the governor of the 
place, acquainting him, that the citizens, upon the news 
of his approach, were ready to plunder Darius's treafures 
with which he had been intrufted, and defiring him to march 
with all poflible expedition, that he might feize them himfelf. 
Alexander ; upon the receipt of this letter, leaving his infan- 
try behind, marched the whole night at the head of the ca- 
valry, and having paffed the Araxes on a bridge, which by 
his order had been built fome days before, arrived by day- 
break within two furlongs of Perfepolis. The next day 
having aflembled the generals of his army, he reprefented to 
them, that no city had ever been more fatal to Greece than 
Perfepolis, the antient relidence of the Perftan monarchs and 
the capital of their empire ; that from thence thofe mighty 
armies had been fent, which had over-run and laid wafte 
great part of Europe, and that it was therefore incumbent 
upon' them to revenge on that proud metropolis the many 
injuries and calamities which their anceftors had fuffered. The 
commanders, being encouraged by this fpeech, allowed their 
foldiers to praftife all manner of cruelties againft the mifera- 
ble inhabitants, who were maflacred in a moft barbarous 
manner. After this cruel execution, leaving Craterus and 
Parmenio in the place, the king with a fmall body went to 
reduce the neighbouring cities and ftrong holds, which all 
Aibmittcd at the approach of his troops ; he then returned to 
Perfepolis, and there took up his winter quarters. In this 
city he is faid to have found j 20,000 talents,, lodged in the 
treafury to defray the expences of the ware. 

During his ftay at Perfepolis, he gave himfelf up to feaft- 
ing and drinking, making daily great entertainments for his 
officers to rcfrefh them after the. great fatigues they had endu* 
red. In one of thefe entertainments both the king and his 
guefts having drunk to excefs, Thais, a famous Athenian 
courtezan, and at that time miftrefs of Ptolemy, who was af- 
terwards king of Egypt, propofed the burning of Darius'* 
palace, telling Alexander, with a gay air, that it would be 

b Curt. Arrian. Diodor. Plut. ubi fupra 8c Pot yjeuvs, 
I. iv. Stratagem, * Curt, 1. v. g. 13. Jvjtin. J.xi. c. 14. 
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matter of inexprefliblejoy to her, werefhe permitted to burn 
the ftately palace of Xerxes, who had burnt Athens, and fet 
it on fire with her own hands, that it might be faid in all the 
parts of the world, that the women, who had followed Alex- 
ander in his expedition to AJia, had revenged more feverely 
the many calamities Greece had fuffered from the Barbarians, 
than all the generals that had been employed againft them. 
As the whole company was drunk, the propofal was received 
with general applaufe, and the king himfelf, rifing from ta- 
ble, and taking a torch in his hand, followed Thais. The 
reft of the Macedonians, crowding at this noife to the pa- 
lace, armed themfelves, after the king's example, with light- 
ed tapers, and furrounding the palace burnt it with the city, 
for the flames could not be ftopt, down to the ground a . 
Thus the moft ftately edifice in the world was, at the motion 
of a drunken ftrumpet, reduced to afhes. 

From P erf epoiis Alexander inarched early in the fpring to 
Pafargada, refolved to purfue Darius who was fled to Ecbatan 
in Media, That unhappy prince had ftill an army of 30,000 
foot, among whom were 4000 Greeks, who continued faith- 
ful to the laft. Befides thefe he had 4000 llingers and 3000 
horfe, moft of them Baftrians, and commanded by Bejfus, 
governor of Baclria. When he heard, that Alexander was ' 
in full march towards Ecbatan^ he left that city with a defign 
to retire into Baclria, and there raife another army. But he 
was not far advanced when he altered his refolution, and de- 
termined to venture a third battle with the forces then about 
him. While he was making the neceflary preparations for the 
engagement, Bejfus, governor of Baclria, and Nabarzanes, 
a Perfian lord of great diftin&ion, formed a confpiracy againft 
him, propofing to feize his perfon, and, if Alexander purfued 
them, to gain his friendfliip and prote&ion by' betraying their 
mafter into his hands \ but if they efcaped, their defign was 
to murder him, ufurp the crown, and renew the war. They 
eafily won over the troops by reprefenting to them, that Da- 
rius was dragging them to deftru&ion, that they were no 
ways in a conditition to make head againft fo powerful an ene- 
my, that they would inevitably pcrifh if they followed Da- 
rius, cmfhed under the ruins of an empire which was ready 
to fall. Though thefe practices were carried on with great fe- 



crccy, yet they came to Darius' s car, but he could not belie 
them. Patron, who commanded the Greeks, earneftly en- 

<* Curt. I. v. c. 15. Diodor. Plut. in Alex. Arria*. 1. iii. 
Just in. 1. xu 
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treated him to encamp among them, and truft the guard of 
his perfon to men on whofe fidelity he might depend. Darius 
replied, that he had rather fuffer any misfortune among thofe 
of his own nation, than feek for fhelter among ftrangers, 
how faithful and affe£Honate foever he* might believe them ; 
and that he could not die too foon, if his own Perfians 
thought him unworthy to live. Not long after Darius had 
occafion to repent his not following Patron's advice j for 
BcJJus and Nabarzanes,, feizing his perfon, bound him, out 
of refpeft to the royal dignity, in chains of gold, and, /hut- 
ting him up in a covered cart, fled with him towards BaSiria. 
The cart was covered with fkins, and ftrangers appointed to 
drive it, without knowing who the prifoner was they had in 
their cuftody c . Bejfus was proclaimed commander in chief 
in Darius 1 s room by the Baelrian horfe ; but Artabazus and 
his fons, with the forces they commanded, and the Greeks un- 
der the command of Patron retired from the body of the army 
under Bejfus, and marched over the mountains towards Par- 
tbyene f . In the mean time Alexander, arriving at Ecbatan, 
was informed, that Darius had left that city five days before. 
Here the Tbeffalians fhewing a great relu&ancy to accompany 
him any farther, he gave them leave to return to their own 
country, and at their parting divided 2000 talents among 
them, over and above their full pay : to fuch as were willing 
to continue in his fervice he gave three talents apiece g . He 
then commanded Parmenio to lay up in the caftlc of Ecbatan 
the remaining part of the treasures ; which, according to 
Stralo h , amounted to 180,000 talents, and afterwards to 
march with the Tbracians and great part of the cavalry into 
the country of the Caduftans. Fie difpatched orders to Clitus, 
who had fallen fick at Sufa, to repair, as foon as he recovered, 
to Ecbatan, and from thence to follow him into Parthia with 
the cavalry and 6000 Macedonians that were left in Ecbatan. 
Alexander with the reft of his army purfued Darius, and the 
eleventh day arrived at Rages, having marched in that fpace 
of time 33CO furlongs. Moft part of thofe who accompanied 
him died through the fatigues of fo long and expeditious a 
march ; infomuch (hat, on his arrival at Rages, he could 
mutter hut 60 horfemen Finding, that he could not come 
up with Darius, who had already palled the Cajpian ftraights, 

• Curt. !. v. c. 18. 22, 23. Arrian. I. iii. p. 67. f Curt. 
1. v. c 23. Arrian. I. iv. p. 68. s Curt. 1. vi c. 3. Arrian. 
l.iii. Plut. in Alex. fc Strabo, 1. xv. p. 74/. 'Arrian. 
I. in. Plut. in Ale*. 
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he ftaid five days at Rages in order to refrefh his army, ani 
fettle the affairs of Media. From thence he marched into 
Parthicty and encamped the firft day at a fmall diftance from 
the Cafpian ftraights, which he pafled the next without any 
oppofition. He had fcarce entered Parthia when he was in-p 
formed by Bagijlhenes a Perfian nobleman, that Bejfus and 
Nabarzanes had confpired againft Darius ^ and defigned to 
feizehim. Hereupon, leaving the main body of the army 
behind under the command of Craterus^ he advanced with a 
fmall troop of horfe lightly armed ; and, having marched 
night and day without ever halting, except a few hours, 
came the third day to a village where Bejfus with his Baftri- 
ans had encamped the day before. Here he underftood, that 
Darius had been feized by the traitors, that Bejfus had cauf- 
cd him to be (hut up in a clofe cart, which he had fent be- 
fore that he might be the furcr of his perfon, and that the 
whole army, except Artabazus and the Greeks, who had ta- 
ken another rout, obeyed Bejfus and acknowledged him for 
their general. This was a frelh motive for Alexander to haf- 
ten his march ; taking therefore along with him a fmall body 
of light-armed horfe, for trv others could not poffibly pro- 
ceed any farther, he fet out again the fame night, and early 
next morning was acquainted by Orcillus and Mithracenes 
two Perfian officers, who in aeteftation of the treachery 
of Bejfus had fled over to him, that the BaEirians were not 
above 500 furlongs off, and that they could lead him to them 
by a nearer way. Taking them therefore for his guides, ht 
fet out again the fame night, and after marching 300 furlongs 
was met by the fon of Mazaus formerly governor of Syria \ 
who informed him, that Bejfus was not above 200 furlongs 
off, and that his army, as not apprehending any danger, was 
marching in diforder, and might ealily be furprifed and cut 
in pieces. Hereupon Alexander again doubled his pace, and 
at lafl came in fight of the enemy. His unexpected arrival 
flruck the Barbarians, though far fupcrior in number, with 
fuch terror, that they immediately betook themfclvcs to a pre- 
cipitous flight ; and becaufe Darius refufed to follow them, 
Bejfus and thofe that were about him difcharging their darts Darius 
at the unfortunate prince, left him wallowing in his blood to Codoman- 
the mercy of the Macedonians. This done they feparatcd ruf f ltlin 
and took different routs, Bejfus flying towards Hyrcavia, and y ea r,°* 
Nabarzanes into Baclria, that by this means they might elude 
the purfuit of the enemy, or at Icaft oblige him to divide his year "be 
forces. They were attended only by a few horfe, the reft, f orc Chi ifl: 

now daftitute of leaders* dilperfuig themfelves up and down 3 3 K 

the 
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the country, as fear or hope directed their fteps. Alcxatir 
der 9 feeing what confufion the enemies were in, fent Nlca~ 
nor with a troop of light-armed horfe to flop their flight,, 
and himfelf followed at the head of 3000 Macedonians. Ni- 
canor put near 3000 of the ftragglers to the fword, but 
could not come up either with Beffus or Nabarzanes, which 
Alexander obferving fent him orders to give quarter to all thofe 
that fhould throw down their arms and fubmit. In the mean 
time the horfes, that drew the cart in which was Darius^ halt* 
cd of their own accord, for the drivers had been killed by 
Bejfusy near a certain village about four furlongs from the 
high-way ; whither Polyjiratus a Macedonian^ being preffed 
witli thirft in the purfuit of the enemy, was foon after con- 
ducted by the inhabitants to refrefh himfelf, at a fountain not 
far from the place where they ftopt. As he was filling 
his helmet with water he heard the groans of a dying man, 
and looking round him difcovered a cart with a team of hor- 
fes, not able to move for the many wounds they had received. 
As he drew near he faw Darius lying in the cart and very 
near his end, having feveral darts fill flicking in his body* 
However, he had ftrength enongh to call for fome water ; 
which Polyjiratus^ being by a Perjian captive informed of 
this barbarous tragedy, readily brought -him. Darius after 
drinking turned to the Macedonian^ and told him with a faint 
voice, that, in the deplorable ftate to which he was reduced, 
it was no fmall comfort to him that his laft words would not 
be loft ; he then charged him to return his hearty thanks to 
Alexander for the kindnefs te had (hewn to his wife, mother, 
and children ; and acquaint him, that with his laft breath he 
befought the gods to profper him in all his undertakings, and 
make him fole monarch of the univerfe : he added, that it 
did not fo much concern him as Alexander to purfuc and 
bring to condign punifhment thofe traitors, who had treated 
with fuch cruelty their lawful fovereign, that being the com- 
mon caufe of all crowned heads \ then taking Polyjiratus by 
the hand, " Give Alexander^ faid he, your hand, as I give 
•* you mine, and carry him, in my name, the only pledge 
4C I am able to give in this condition of my gratitude and 
" affection". Having uttered thefe words he expired in the 
arms of Polyjiratus. Alexander coming up a few minutes af- 
ter, and beholding Dariw's body, burft out into tears, bewail^ 
ing the cruel lot of a prince, who, faid he, deferved a better 
fate. He immediately pulled off his own military cloak and 
covered it, caufmg it to be embalmed, and fent in a rich and 
magnificent coffin to Syftgamb\s y that it might be interred 
with die other Perfian monarch. Thus died Darius in the 

fiftieth 
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fiftieth year of his age, and flxth of his reign. He was a mild 
and pacific prince, his reign having been unfullied with in- 
juftice, cruelty, or any of thofe vices which moft of his 
predecefibrs had been greatly addi&ed to. In him the Per- 
fian empire ended, after it had lafted from the firft of Cyrus 
209 years under thirteen kings, viz. Cyrus, Cambyfes, Smer- 
dtSj Darius Hyjiafpes y Xerxes I. Ariaxerxes Longimanus, 
Xerxes II. Sdgdianus, Darius Not bus, Ariaxerxes Mnemon, 

Artaxerxes Ochus, Arfes, Darius Codomannus k . Upon the 
death of Darius all his commanders fubmltted to the con- 
queror, by whom they were reftored to their former honours 
and employments ; but above all others he diftinguiflied Ar- 
tabazus, in regard of his conftant and unfhaken fidelity to 
his matter, and Oxatbres, Darius's brother, whom he ever 
treated in a manner becoming his high ftation and noble birth. 
He was even, to his great diflionour, prevailed upon to re- 
ceive and pardon Nabarzanes, who together with Bejfus had 
murdered Darius. But Bejfus having fled into Baftria, and 
there affumed the title of king, Alexander in the beginning 
of the next fpring marched againft him : but his march out 
of Perjia into thofe northern countries is by authors defcribed 
with great confufion ; for after they had told us, that he was 
refolved to find out Bejfus in BaSlria, they make him take 
the way of Hyrcania, from thence wander northwards into 
the country of the Mardi, bordering on the Cafpian fea, and 
after fubduing the Mardi crofs mount Cor onus into Aria and 
, Drangiana. Be that as it will, he arrived at laft after a long 
and tedious march in BaRria 5 and having refted his army 
fome time at Drapfaca, he advanced againft and reduced 
Aornos and BaSfra, the two ftrongeft cities of that province. 
Alexander had no fooner reached the confines of Baftria, but 
8000 BattrianSy who till that time had followed Bejfus, 
abandoning him, withdrew to their refpe&ive homes- Here- 
upon Bejfus^ at the head of the few troops that continued 
faithful to him, croffing the river Oxus, retired into the pro- 
vince of Sogdiana, with a defign to raife there a new army. 
In order to prevent Alexander from purfuing him, he burnt 
all the boats he had made ufe of in paffing over his troops, 
hoping, that as the river was no where fordable, and the 
country afforded no timber, he would thereby be obliged to 
return and give over the purfuit. But no difficulties were 
unfurmountable to that conqueror ; who, finding no timber 
wherewithal to make boats or floats, caufed the hides, which 

* Curt. 1. v. c. 2j. JvsTm. K xi, c. 15. AitniAii. p. 69. 
P&ut. in Ale*, 

covered 



%$ [The Hijtory of the Perfians. Book I. 

covered the foldiers tents and carriages, to be filled with ftraw> 
and tied together. By this means he fupplied the want of 
timber, and pafled his whole army over that large and deep 
river in the fpace of five days ; which Bejfus might have ea- 
iily prevented had he but dai'ed to look the Macedonians in 
the face. When the BacJrians, who were encamped at a 
place called Nautaca^ heard that Alexander had croffed the 
river, and was on full march to fall upon them, Spitamenes 9 
whom Bejfus moft confided in, together with Catanes and 
jDatapbernes, formed a confpiracy to feize Bejfus , and pur- 
chafe their own fafety by delivering him up to Alexander ; 
which they did accordingly, tearing in pieces his diadem and 
royal robes, of which he had flript his lawful fovereign Da~ 
rius, and carrying him loaded with chains to the Macedonian 
camp. Spit amencs himfclf prefented the traitor to Alexander, 
not only bound, but . ftark naked, holding him by a chain 
round his ncclc ; a fight no lefs agreeable to the Perfians 
than the Macedonians. Alexander y having amply rewarded 
Spitamenes and his companions, and caufed the traitor's nofe» 
Beflus put and ears to be cut off, delivered him into the hands of Oxa- 
to death, thres, Darius** brother, to fuffer whatever punifhment he 
Year of ffioujd think proper to inflift for fo bafe and treacherous a 
^ P' 0 °d murder 1 ; Plutarch m has left us an account of this execu- 

Bcfore t *° n 5 ^ e te ^ S US ' t ^ at k vera * trees being maul f° rce kent 
Chr ft down to the ground, and to each one of the traitor's limbs 

^ 30 * fattened j the trees as they were let return to their natural 

ppfitibn, flew back with fuch violence, that each carried with 

it the limb that was tied to it. Thus Bejfus fuffered the pu- 

nHhment that was due to his treachery ; and at his death A- 

lexandcr faw himfelf in quiet poileffion of the whole Per/tan 

empire. This is what we have gathered from the Greek and, 

Latin Hiflorians of the beft account, concerning the affairs 

of the antient Perfians : In the following fe&ion wefhall hear 

the Orientals on the fame fubjeel'. 

SECT. 




1 Curt. 1. 7. c. 12. Arri an. I. 3. Diodor. 1. 17. * Plut. 
in Alex. & Diodor. I. 17. p. 554. Aiiri an. I. iv. c. 7. Cubt, 
I. 7. c. 1*. 

In ftating the times of the Perfian empire we have followed all 
along Ptolemy s fcmon, and the records of the Greek and Latin au- 
thors. For the Jews own fuch kings only as they find mentioned 
in the books of the Old fcftament ; whence, according to their 
*omputauon.in the. greater citron icle Seder 01 am Rabbah, the Mede- 
Perfian empire, from the building of the temple in the fecond 

year 
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SECT. V. 



Hijiory 0/ Persia according to the Oriental JVriters, 



W 



E have been fo long ufed to hear every thing tran- j/q^ j m 
fcribed from Eajiern authors cenfured as vain and g ree 0 j- cer ^ 
fabulous ; that how unwilling foever we may be tainty may 
to trouble the reader with preparatory difcourfes, yet in this be expected 
cafe there feems to be a neceffity of faying fomewhat in fup- in the fil- 
port of the narratives we are going to recite, that they may lowing 
not be taken for mere figments, or romances void of all kiftoty. 
foundation. It is far from being our opinion, that every 
thing recorded by the Per/tan writers is ftri&ly fa£t 5 that 
would be to place them not on a level with the beft hiftori- 
ans of other nations, but in a clafs high above them. For 
what people, what kingdom, what republic, can boaft of 
fuch a faultlefs feries of hiftory ? or why fliould we expecft a 
greater degree of clearnefs in the hiftory of Perfia, as writ- 
ten by Oriental authors, than we find in the hiftory of Greece , 
though written by Greeks ^ who were fo proud of their own 
abilities, that they ftiled all the reft of the world Barbari- 
ans ? It is fufficient for our purpofe, (which is no more 
than to gain the reader's proper attention for what we have 
collected of the Perjian hiftory from Eajiern writers ) that 
we fhew there is as juft reafon to fuppofe they have delivered 
us a great many truths .in their accounts of thefe early times, 
as can be produced in favour of any other hiftory as anticnt. 
In order to this we fhall neither multiply arguments nor words. 



Perfi 



firjt place 9 we are told by Moft 



Perfi 



It is 



therefore evident, that thefe writers arc not wrong in making 
their kingdom fo antient as they do. But fecondly^ there is no 
juft caufe to doubt, that either as foon as, or within a fmall 
time after, the fettling of regal government amongft them, 
hiftories, or at lcaft hiftorical poems, were alio introduced. 

a GbnEs. xiv. 1, 9. 

year of Darius Hyftafpes, flouriflied only 34 years. Jofephus ac- 
knowledges only the following kings of Perfta ; Cyrus, Cambyfes % 
Darius Hyftafpes, Xerxes, Artaxerxes, and Darius ; this Darius % 
who was Darius Not /jus, he confounds with Darius Codotnanmis, who 
was conquered by Alexander, and refers to the reign of Artaxer- 
xes Longimanus whatever happened in the reigns of Artaxerxes Mm- 
man, and Artaxerxes 0 chits 

V«L. V. M This- 
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This was the cuftotn in all places, at leaft as far as we are 
able to trace things back, Firft, a people lived miferably 
and without order, then fome great genius reformed and re- 
duced them into fociety, fucceffive kings cherUhed and en- 
creafed that fociety, and men having leifure and eafe confidered 
thefe benefits, and gratefully fung the praifes of their bene- 
factors. Mofes hath preferved two fragments of an Amori- 
tijh poem, as old in al! probability as the times we are fpeak- 
ing of 5 and if the bards of that country fung fo early the 
praifes of Sib on b , why might not the Perfians have perfons 
among them as capable of tranfmitting to pofterity the me- 
morable deeds of their princes ? Thirdly^ it is uni^erfally al- 
lowed, that the prefent Per/tans have not only quick wits 
but are wonderfully ftudious, and in a particular manner ad- 
dicted to the confervation of the antiquities of their country. 
It may indeed be objected to this, that the modern and an- 
cient Perfians are not one and the fame people ; but hereto 
it may be replied, that the Pejfees, the unadulterated rem- 
nant of the old inhabitants of this wide empire, are flill more 
ftudious and more thoughtful than the prefent Perfians** We 
may therefore conclude, that there were formerly many au- 
thentic hiftories of the reigns of the moft ancient kings of 
this realm, I fay we may conclude this from the reafons al- 
ready given if we had no other proof; but as we have, it 
would be unfair not to mention it, efpecially fince it may 

be drawn into very little room. The authorities which 
may be adduced in fupport of this aflertion, that the antient 
Perfians kept authentic records of their affairs, may be 
reduced under thefe two heads, viz. facred and prophanp. 
The authors of the books of d Ezra and c Nebemiab fpeak 
frequently not only of the immutability of the Perfian laws, 
which implies that they were recorded, but alfo of public a&s 
and regifters. In the book of f JS/lber, we have not only 
frequent mention of thefe, but alfo of the chronicles of the 
kingdom, or rather of the kings, of Pcrfia, wherein every 
thing of moment was fct down. As to prophanc writers, 
s Herodotus and h Xcnopbon arc fuiScicnt to fatisfy any im- 
partial pcrfon as to the wifJom and virtue of the antient Per- 
ftansy and their care of all things which had regard tp the 
honour or welfare of their country. 
ffrw the Supposing it therefore as clear as the nature of the thing 
undent bif- will admit, that the Perfians had amongft them of old the 
tories have hiftories of their kings and heroes, we are next to (hew how 

t*en pre- 

Jfwed. l> Numb. xxi. 37. c Chakdin. torn iii.p.130. d vi. 2. 

r ii. 7. f ii. 23. vi. 1. g Clio, p. 25. * Cykopjsdi a. 
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Chap, i i. The Riftory of the Perlians, 91 

thefe cart be reafonably believed to be yet in being, and to have 
reached thefe diftant times. Of this, however, we are not 
pofitive ourfelves ; all that we can fay is this, that the Ptr^ 
Jians having lived under their own laws down to the time of 
Tezdegberd, there feeras to be no difficulty in allowing that 
till then their hiftories were frequent among them ; for tho' 
the Macedonians might burn and deftroy their records, yet it 
is incredible, that they fhould deftroy all the books in the 
empire befides, we know that the modern Perfees have 
the Zend or original Code of Zerdufit among them, with ma- 
ny other antient books ; now it being generally agreed, that 
Zerdujbt flourifhed in the days of Darius Hyjiafpes, it will 



be hard to affign a reafon, why fome of their antient hifto- 
ries might not be preferved, as well as thefe books of their 
law. But farther ft ill, Mohammed Ben Emir Khoandjchah 
commonly called Mirkbond, or Mirkbound, with other mo- 
dern Perjian authors, conftantly and uniformly aflert, that 
they write from fuch authorities, and therefore we have no 
juft reafon to doubt them, unlefs we could Ihew the con- 
trary (A). 

It is from the author beforementioned that we take, for On what 
the mod part, what is delivered in the following pages con- authorities 
eerning the Oriental hiftory of Perjia. He is allowed to this bijtory 
have been a perfon of great learning and judgment by fuch " founded. 
as are well verfed in oriental hiftory, and his works are e- 

(A) This famous hiftorian is quoted by various names, and 
thofe names have received fome alteration from the different ortho- 
graphies ufed in oriental appellations ; fometimes he is called 
Mircbond y fometimes Mirkbotid, and fometimes Chondemir ; he 
wrote a general hiftory from the beginning of the world to the 
year of the Hegira 900, under the title of Raoudbat al Saja ; he 
was a perfon of great natural parts, and of much learning, perfect- 
ly well Ikilled in the Perjian antiquities, and wrote from the beft 
hiftories extant in his time (1); for this reafon we find him often 
quoted by the very learned Dr. Hyde (z\ and indeed by all the* 
writers of note on Perjian affairs. His fame became known in Eu- 
rope by an abridgment of his work, publiflicd in Spani/b by Texei- 
ra, which is, however, far from being correct. There is a better 
extract extant in a book cited at the bottom of the page (j}; 
we fhall have occafion to fpeak hereafter of this author and hia 
works, when we come to the hiftory of the age in which he lived, 
and fhall therefore put an end to this note here. 

CO D Her helot tit. Mirkhond. (2") Hyde rel. vet. Per/, 

cap. viii. 152. (3) Les Ejiats, Empires, & Prittdfautes du 
Maude. Paris .\to y 1662. p. 999. 
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fteemed as oracles throughout the eaft. We may juftly hope 
therefore, that what we tranfcribe from him, with the addi- 
tion of fuch circumftances as we can meet with elfewhere, 
will render this fe&ion as ufeful and as agreeable as could be 
expected on fo abftrufe a fubjeit Without further intro- 
duction, therefore, let us proceed to the catalogue of kings 
afforded us in his writings. 

A Table of the kings of Persia, to the time of Alex* 

ander the Great, according to Mirkhond. 

The firft Race, 

Or the Dynaftyof the Pischdadians. 

1 Kejemaras, or Cajoumarath 40 

2 Siamek 

Kejomaras refumes the kingdom 

3 Hujhangb, or Houfchenk 50 

4 Tabmurajh 30 

5 Gj em/hid, or Giamfchid 
Dahacy Zahak, Zodk 

6 (Aphridun^ Phredun^ or Feridoun 

7 Manugjakr, or Manougeher, fur named Phirouz 123 

8 Nodar 7 

9 Jpberdjiab, or Afrafiab 1 2 

10 Zai 9 Zaab, or Zoub 

The fecond Race, 



Or the Dynafty of the Kai ami tes. 



1 Kaikobad 

2 Kaikaus 



100 
150 
60 



3 Kaikhofru 

4 Lohrafp or Loborafb 120 

5 Gujhtafpi or Gujlafp^ or Kifcbtafp 120 

6 Jrdfchir, furnamed Bahaman 112 

7 Shieen Homai 32 

8 Darav 1. 

9 Darav 2. 
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A Table of the fame kings, with the years of their reigns* 

according to other oriental authors. 

The firft Race, 
I Kijomaras, §r Cajoumarath 560 



Siamek Jlain after a Jbort reign 



Chap. ii. tfhc Hiftory of Perfians.* $g 

Kejomaras refumes the Kingdom^ and reigned go 

An Interregnum 200 

2 Hujhang) or Houfcbeni, fur named Pifcbdad 50 

3 Tahmurafb 700 

4 Giem/bid, or Giamfcbid 30 

5 Dabdcy Zahac, Zoak 1000 

6 Aphridunj Pbridun, or Ferldoun 120 

7 Manugj ahr 1 or Maneugeher, furnamed Pbirouz 500 

8 Nodar j 

9 Apherafiab or Afrafiab 12 

10 Ztf£, Zaab^grZoub 30 

11 Gujlafp fon oj Zoub 30 



120 
150 
60 



The fecond Race, 

■ 

1 Kaikobad 

2 Kaikaus 

3 Kaikbofru 

4 Lobrafp, or Lohorajb 120 

5 Gujhtajp^ or Gujlafp , ar Kifcbtafp 110 

6 Ardfchir^ furnamed Bahaman 112 
y §)ueen Homai 32 
8 Darav 1. 



9 Darav 2. 
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It is evident enough from the years fet down in the two Tie nature 
fables above, that there is a great mixture of fable and un- thereof in 
eertainty in the accounts we have of thefe princes reigns j point of 
but there may notwithftanding this be a great deal of txxxthftjb* 
in thefe relations, and, by comparing them with what the 
Greek and other writers of the Perftan affairs have given us 
of the fame times it may be very poflible to extra& a better 
idea of the antient Perftan empire, than could have been had 
without confulting the oriental writers at all. Reafon will 
be everlaftingly the fupreme judge of fa£ta, and if a hiftory 
be attended with continual improbabilities or abfurdities, 
men of fenfe will either doubt or rejedt its authority, whe- 
ther its author lived in the eaft, or in the weft. On the o- 
ther hand,- where a hiftory is compofed of a feries of mixt 
fa<Sts, fome probable and fome romantic, the candid reader 
will receive thofe, though he throw away thefe, and will not 
deftroy the wheat, becaufe there are tares amongft it. As 
to the ftyle of the following hiftory, we have not pretended 
to follow the rhetorical pomp of the Perftan authors j on 
the contrary, we have delivered ourfclvcs with the utmoft 

plainneft and perfpicuity, and- have endeavoured, as far as in 

our 
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our power lay, to refcue truth out of thofe metaphoric clouds* 
which often obfcure the writings of the eaftern hiftorians. 
Farther remarks of the fame nature we leave to the discern- 
ment of our readers. 

Keyomaras, or Cajoumarath^ is allowed by all the oriental 
authors to have been the firft king of the firft race, fur- 
named the PifchdadianS) from Pifcbdad^ which fignifies a 
juft judge, and was the furname given to Hujbangh the fe- 
cond king of this race, however, afterwards attributed to 
them all. The manner wherein Keyomaras afcended the 
throne was this. In the province of Aderbayagjan the inha- 
bitants feeling the fad effects of anarchy, and finding that 
liberty could not be enjoyed, where every one was free to 
do what he pleafed, they unanimoufly refolved to cleft one 
who fhould be obeyed by all, and to whofe judgment they 
would fubmit as to an irrefragable law. His confpicuoua 
virtues determined them on this occafion toKeyomaras, whom 
therefore they immediately owned for their monarch, invert- 
ed him with royal robes, and put a bonnet called Tagi on 
his head, kiffing his feet in token of fubmiffion, which cuf- 
toms laft mentioned were preferved in ufe by his fucceflbrs 1 . 
His elevation had a proper effect on the mind of this new 
king; he applied himfelr" to every branch of his duty; he e- 
rected courts of juftice; he taught men to build houfes and 
to live in villages -> he invented various manufactures, fuch as 
the making of woollen cloth, and fpinning, and weaving filk ; 
in a word, he civilized his people, and merited, by his wif- 
dom, juftice, and goodnefs, that dignity, which, out of 
modefty and a forefight of the cares it would be attended 
with, he for a long time refufed k . The happinefs enjoyed 
by fuch as lived under fo excellent a prince invited the neigh- 
bouring people to put themfelves under his protection. T x hus 
his empire was extended by the fame means that it began, 
viz, through an opinion of his worth \ and he upon their fub- 
miffion treated his new fubjects with the fame care and kind- 
nefs as he had always fhewn to his old. He fenti his brother 
to take a view of thefe new-acquired dominions, and went 
after wards to look upon them himfelf. In the province of 
Ckorafan he met with his brother, and embracing him ten- 
derly, he to perpetuate the memory of that interview erected 
the city of Balcb where it happened, that word being derived 
from a verb, which fignifies to embrace* He was alfo the 
founder of abundance of other cities of Perjia, particularly 

1 Mirkhond, Procem. Hift* k Tarik Montekheb, i. c. 

ftlett chronicle. 

Kabulflm 
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Kahuljlan^ Sigijian^ Gom^ &c K This prince had two fons, 
the name of the elder was Nazeij a young man of wonderful 
prudence, who addi&ed himfelf intirely to ftudy, for which 
reafon he withdrew himfelf from his father's court, and lived 
with his wife in a little hermitage, where he gave himfelf 
over to contemplation \ his father, who was himfelf a very 
learned man, went frequently to vifit and converfe with his 
fon in his cell. Once going thither on the fame errand, he 
found his fon dead with feveral wounds upon his body : on a 
ftrift enquiry he was informed, that this cruel fiidr was com- 
mitted by certain robbers of Tabrejian. Thefe Keyomaras 
purfued into their own country, defeated them, and after 
putting many to the (word made (laves of the reft, and em- 
ployed them in his buildings The other fon of Keyomaras^ 
or rather his grand fon, was Stamek ^ with whom the wife of 
Nazek was big when he was murdered. This child as foon 
as he was born Keyomaras adopted, bred him up with the ut- 
moft care, and having inirrufted him in all the arts of reign- 
ing, he with the confent of the people transferred the fove- 
reignty to him, and made him king in his life-time. An 
event fingular enough, if we conlider, that Keyomaras was 
the firft to whom a crown in this country was offered, and 
the firft alfo, who, difgufted with the weight of regal autho- 
rity, defired to lay it down. 

Stamek proved a gracious and a warlike prince. Within a Sia 
fhort time after his acceffion fome of his neighbours entered 
his dominions in a hoftile manner, whereupon he immediate- 
ly raifed an army, marched againft them, and gave them 
battle, where fighting valiantly he received a mortal wound ; 
he was carried out of the battle, and died in the arms of his 
wife, whom he left, as his father left his, big with child, 
conjuring her with his laft words, if flie brought forth a fon 
to put him continually in mind of his unfortunate death, and 
to exhort him to revenge it on the people, who in fo fhort a 
time had deprived him both of his life and empire. Keyo- 
maras by this unlucky accident was forced to afcend the 
throne again. The firft thing he did was to celebrate the 
obfequies of his deceafed fon with great magnificence; 
the next to take vengeance on thofe who had (lain Stamek ; 
after which he reigned for many years with great applaufe. 

There is nothing more uncertain than the lineage of this 
king, and the time in which he flourifhed. Some oriental 
writers have fancied him Adam^ and becaufe he was the firft 

1 Mi rk hon d. Hift. Seft. i. ■ D'Hbrdblot, Biblioth. 

Oriental, tit. Caiumakatm. 

king,- 
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Jting, would needs have him to be the firft man alio ; but 
men of better judgment and cooler imaginations have con- 
ceived, that this notion was owing to a miftake, and that the 
ancient Perfians called him Adam by way of honorary fur- 
name, fignifying, that he was as much the father of their 
nation as Adam of mankind. The moft judicious among the 
Perjian writers believe him to have been the fon of Aram, 
the fon of Shem y the fon of Naah, and that he chofe to eredi 
the feat of his empire not far from mount Ararat and the 
countries firft planted after the flood. His religion is ano- 
ther difputable point, fome holding him an idolater, and be- 
lieving, that the magnificent pile he reared for the burning 
of the body of his fon Sia??iek gave birth to the fire-worjhip 
afcribed to the Magians. But if we may credit graver au- 
thorities, KeyomaraS) like moft antient kings, was at once 
both prince and prophet, taught his people the true religion 
of the patriarchs, particularly the exiftence of one infinite 
Almighty Being, and of a created evil beiflg, the indefati- 
gable enemy of mankind. The romance writers allow him 
a thoufand years of life, a«d fay, that of thefe he reigned 
five hundred and fixty. How long he reigned before he re- 
figned his throne to Siamek is uncertain, but from his rcfum- 
ing the fecptre to hia death it is generally allowed there inter- 
vened thirty years n . 
Hulhang. Hufba?ig, or Houfchenk, furnamed Pifcbdad, was a perfon 

of great parts, as well as great courage, and is equally fa- 
mous throughout the eaft, for the extent of his knowledge 
and his mighty feats of valour. He is faid to have given a 
regular body of laws to his fubjeds, whence he was called 
Pifchdad. He alfo divided his country, and eftablifhed go- 
vernors throughout, encouraged the working of mines* and 
invented moft of the inftrumcnts of agriculture, as alfo the 
art of conveying water through fubterraneous paflages, for 
Jhe moiftening of their grounds ; to him like wife they afcribe 
fhc taming of leopards and other beafts of chace, and the 
introducing of furs for keeping the body warm in winter. 
As he made his kingdom flourifh through his wifdom, fo he 
extended it by his courage, and after a reign of fifty years 
was killed by the fall of a piece of rock, thrown from the 
mountains of Damavend, by an army of Barbarians who 
came to invade his territories. Some are of opinion, that he 
made the province of Chuftfian the feat of his empire, by e- 
rc£ting there the famous city of Sufa or Shujhan °. 

■ Shariitani ap. Hvdb rel. vet. Perfar. c. xxv. p. 175. 
• Lcb Tarik. Mirkmond. hift. fed. 3. 

There 
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There is hardly an antient prince in the world whofe 
name is more famous in romance than that of Hujhang^ there 
is a Perjian book which bears the title of Hufbang Nameh, 
i. e. Hujhang's hiftory, which, for the many wonderful things 
it contains, has been tranflated into the Turkijh tongue, in 
this famous piece it is recorded, that our hero beftrid a mon- 
Itrous animal, called Rakbfche, which he found in the dry 
ifland, or new world, being the iflue of a male Crocodile and 
a female Hippopotamus ; this fteed fed upon nothing but the 
flefh of Serpents and Dragons. After once Hujhang had made 
this animal fubmit to the faddle, there was no giant fo terrible, 
no monfter fo frightful, but he attacked and fubdued ; a- 
mongft the reft of his conquefts he reduced the people of Ma- 
bifer, fo famous in the eaftern romances for their having 
fifhes heads, and thence eftecmed a race of formidable mon- 
fters. The truth feems to be, that this prince fubdued that 
people on the Perfic gulph, called by the Greeks Ichtbyophagi 
from their living upon fifh, whence the fruitful imagination 
of eaftern poets deduced a people with fifties heads. The fame 
fabulous writers afcribe to this monarch a certain book bear- 
ing the title of Giavidan Kbird, i. e. the wifdom of all times ; 
this is a very famous pieee, and is certainly very antient, 
and has been tranflated into various languages, particularly 
into Arabic^ by the fon of the vizier of the Caliph Almamon^ 
and into Turkijh under the title of Anvar Sohai/i, it has alfo 
been in part rendered into French, and is in itfelf a very ex- 
cellent treatife, whence in all probability it came to be attri- 
buted to this monarch, fo famous for giving laws and teach- 
ing wifdom and civility to his people ; the reader will find a 
fuller account of the treatife beforementioned at the bottom of 

the page p(BJ. 

Tabrnurajh 

p D'HeRB ELOT. Art. HoUSCH B N K, 

(B) This piece is penned with all the enthufiafm natural to eaft- 
ern writers ; there are in it, however, fome very fine fentences, a- 
mongft others thefe which follow : 

" Great kings are gods on earth, and have all the attributes of 
*' power, wifdom, and mercy, in a fuperior degree, with refpeel to 
ft private perfons, as the Almighty hath over them, Let not this, 
** however, encourage them to ufc their fubjefts with rigour. 
'* Thunder is feldom heard, but the fun Jhincs every day ; we fee 
** ten thoufand inftances of God's goodnefs, for one extraordinary 
" aft of vengeance ; let kings imitate him by doing all the good 
u they can, and always remember, that though death is in their 
" power, yet life is not j (hey may order a map. IP be cut inro a 

Vol.. V. N " thoufand 
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Tabmurasb, furnamed Diubend, i. e. the humbler of tht 
devils fuppofed by fome to be the fon, by others the grandfon, 
of Hujhang, and by a third party his coufin, fucceeded that 
famous monarch, and governed with great reputation. For 
finding that the wars of his predeceflbr had introduced both 
poverty and confufion in his dominions, he to remedy the 
firft remitted all taxes for three years, and to reduce things 
into order made new laws, and took care that the magiftrates 
fhould every where put them in execution. He is the firft 
Perfian prince recorded to have had a vizier or prime mini- 
fter ; it is very poffible, that the diforder in which he found 
the affairs of his empire, engaged him to make ufe of fuch an 
officer. This king fortified the frontiers of Perfia to prevent 
fudden invafions, and fhewed fo happy a mixture of wifdom 
and valour in his difpofltion, that feveral of the neighbouring 
nations, ftruck with the felicity of his fubje£ts, voluntarily 
fubmitted themfelves to him, and acknowledged him for their 
fovereign. At laft, after a glorious reign of thirty years, 
apeftilence, which raged throughout his dominions and de* 
ftroyed with equal rapidity both man and beaft, cut the 
thread of his life at Balcb^ to the great grief of his fubje&s <i . 

^Mjrkhond. Hift. Sect, iv. D'hirbelot tit. Tahmit- 

*ASB. 

" thoufand pieces, but there their dominion ends, they cannot call 
" him into being again ; beware therefore of ludden judgments, 
" and of penitence coming too late. 

*' Minifters are as the hands or inftruments of kings ; men look 
*• not for an account of their actions from them, but from their 
" mafter ; a king therefore mould look well to his minifters j for 
" it is as vain to throw the weight of crimes upon them, when 
" the people rife in rebellion, as it would be for a murderer to tell 
" the judge, that it was not he but his fword that killed his neigh- 
" bour. Bad princes have fometimea had good minifters, but good 
" princes never have bad ones long. 

** The paflions of men may by long acquaintance be thoroughly 
" known, but tlv paflions of women are infcrutable ; therefore they 
" ought to be levered from men, left the mutability of their tem- 
" pcrs Ihould infect others. Their natures, humours, and confli- 
* c tution, require re (train t ; large and coarfe ftones are employed 
*' in ordinary buildings ; marble and alabafter in palaces ; but 
« c diamonds we lock up in cabinets ; and as things are rare or com- 
« mon, of fmall value or of great price, we fct them to fliew, or 
*• lhut them up clofe (4). 

(4.) Humaioun Namefj. ap, Bcaucbamfs EJajs, Se3. its. 
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Gjemjhid) or Giamfcbid, or rather Gjem Schid^ his name Gjem- 
being Gjem, to which Schid as a furname was added, becaufe fchid. 
of his wonderful beauty, Schid in the Perjic language fign'fy- 
ing the fun, his eyes having fuch a luftre that none could 
look him fteadily in the face, though fome authors are of opi- 
nion, that he received this addition to his name, not from the 
beauty of his perfon, but from the glory which refulted from 
his aftions. It is not very certain, whether this prince was 
the fon of his predeceflbr, his nephew, or his grzndfotiy but 
all agfee that he was of the family of Keyotnaras, and had a 
juft right to the throne. The reputation of his anceftors in- 
fpired him with a laudable ambition of equalling at lealt, if not 
excelling them. With this view he encouraged all learned 
and wife men to come to his court, where he highly pre- 
ferred them j amongft the reft were two perfons of fingular 
abilities, on whom he chiefly relied, the one, a Jew, fays 
our author Mirchond, whofe name was Fael Iffuf Rabban % 
and the other a Greek, called Fithagores i. e. Pythagoras ; 
but this muft be a miftake ; for though wc have no certainty 
as to the chronology of thefe times, yet it is eafy to dif- 
cern from the circumftances of things, that Gjemfcbid 
flouriftied at a eonfiderable diftance from Pythagoras; but 
fuch errors as thefe are not infrequent among Orient. il writers, 
through their want of underftanding thoroughly the hiftory 
of Greece, of which, however, they have moft of them a ge- 
neral idea. By the advice in all probability of thefe wife 
counfellors, Gjemfcbid divided his fubje£b into three clafies ; 
the firft confuting of foldiers 5 the fecond of hufbandmen ; and 
the third of artifans r . In his time mufic, vocal and inftru- 
mental, and aftronomy were firft introduced in Perfta. He 
was alfo the firft who built granaries in Perfta, into which he 
caufed every year a certain quantity of corn to be carried, that 
in cafe of any deficiency in their harvefts famine might not be 
felt. In his time likewife wine came to be efteemcd, or ra- 
ther brought into general ufe, throughout his territories 
from the following accident. A woman, who was much in 
Gjemfcbid's good graces was affiled with an inveterate 
head-ach, which all the phyficians in the court of Gjemfcbid 
were not able to alleviate or remove ; this woman went into 
the place where the king's wine was kept, and drank of it 
very freely ; and finding that it in fomcmeafure relieved her, 

(he returned thither again after refting herftlf for fome hour*, 
and drank yet a greater quantity which compleatcd her cure; 

this fhc told to the king, and it being divulged through the 



r Mirkhond. Hift, Seft. v. 



court, 



$he Hijlory of the Perfians. Book I, 

court, every body began to regard wine as an univerfal medi- 
cine, capable of removing the moft ftubborn difeafes. Among 
the moft illuftrious events of this great monarch's reign, we 
may juftly place the rectification of the kalendar which he un- 
dertook and perfected, infHtuting two years, a civil or ordi- 
nary year, and an ecclefiaftic year, in which there was in the 
fpace of one hundred and thirty years a month intercalat- 
ed r (C). He likewife inftituted the Nauruz, L e. the folemn 
obfe; vation of the new year, concerning which we are told 
that it had its rife thus ; king Gjemfcbid going in progrefs 
through his provinces arrived in Aderbayagjan^ and Ihewing 
himfelf on a royal throne to his people, the fun fhone with 
fuch luftre on his crown adorned with precious ftones and 
feathers, that the people fhouted aloud, and faid, This is 
NauruZ) i. e. the new day, whence the king took the op- 
portunity of inltituting a fcftival, wherein, befides the pre- 
sents made to the prince, 'twas ufual for him to receive and 
grant the petitions of all forts of people, to releafe prifoners, 
and to do all other a<3s of clemency and benevolence which 
could be expected from him. As to the particular ceremo- 
nies attending this feftival, the reader may probably be pleafed 
to know that it lafted fix days. On the firft of thefe the king 
gratified his people, or, if the phrafe may be allowed, his 
commons. The fecond day he paid the fame regard to the 
learned men attending his court. On the third his pricfts and 
privy counfellors prefented their petitions. On the fourth he 
heard the fuits of his nobility and kindred. On the fifth thofe 
of his children. The fixth belonged to himfelf. In the 
evening of the fifth day a young man handfome in his perfon 
was picked out, and appointed, to wait at the king's door all 
night. At day-break he entered the chamber without cere- 
mony, upon which the king with an air of familiarity afkeel 
him whence he crime, whither he went, what his purpofe, 
and hid name, wherefore he came, and what he carried ; to 

f Hyde, rel. vet. Perfar. c. xiv. 

(C)Thc reader might probably expect here an account of ehe 
kalendar, as i' iva^ frtiicd by Gjemfchid ; bat as we fhall be obliged 
to rrear at Urge of this matter in another place, *vix when wc come 
to fpeak of the a;ra of Yezdcgherd, we thought it ncedlefs to inter- 
rupt the lerics of our luftory here with an imperfect account of this 
matter. The curious and learned reader may have rccourfe to Dr. 
Hydes book, where he will find this intricate fubjeft treated ac 

Iks 6 (s)- 
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which the youth anfwered, I am Al Manfur, i.e.. Augujt j 
my name is Al-Mobarek, i. c. the Bleffed ; / came hither from 
God, bearing the new year. Then he fat down, and imme- 
diately entered the nobility, bearing each a filver veflel, in 
■which were wheat, barley, peafe, vetches, pulfe, a fugar 
Cane, and two pieces of gold frefh from the mint. Out of 
this bafon firft the Wafir or Vizier, then the treafurer, after- 
wards the nobility, according to their rank, each offered his 
filver veflel to the king. At the conclufion of the ceremony 
a very great loaf* made of feveral kinds of corn was brought in 
and placed before the king, who, after eating fome of it 
himfelf, intreated fuch as were prefent to eat the reft in thefe 
words, This is a new day of a new month, the beginning of a 
new year ; it is fit therefore that we renew our ties to each other ; 
Then rifing up in his royal robes he folemnly blefled his no- 
bility, Bellowing on them rich gifts c . The evening of this 
day the Perfians called Phriftaph, on which they did every 
thing that might teftify joy and ftrong hopes of feeing a plea-* 
iant year. ' A great part of his reign Gjemfchid remained in 
Segjiftan, thinking it the propereft province of his empire for 
his court, till affairs in the eaft were thoroughly fettled ; 
then he changed it for the proper Perfta, where he ere£ted 
the noble city of Eftechar, which moft take to be the Perfe- 
polis of the Greeks, though fome believe it the city of Schiras. 
' If what the antient Perjian writers deliver of the extent of 
this city of Eft e char be true, viz. that it contained a fquare of 
twenty four leagues, then it is poffible that both opinions 
may be true ; but if we meafure the probability of this ac- 
count by the other things related of this prince, fuch as that 
he made the tour of the whole earth, was fkilled in the occult 
fciences, and pofleffed a magic cup of incomparable virtues ; 
we may fafely reftrain the bounds of this city, and though 
we allow it to have been very great, efpecially for thole times, 
yet we may conceive it not to have taken up more than a 
third part of the fpacc they have afligned it. It is univerfally 
allowed, that Gjemfchid gave himfelf up entirely to the ftudy 
of the arts of reigning, and fome fay, that he was much help- 
ed in his political contemplations, by confidering the tranfac- 
tions among the bees, and that he drew many cuftoms from 
the hive into the court of Perfia. Among other invention* 
the fignet ring is afcribed to him, and that mode, which 
ftiil prevails throughout the eaft, of preferring the left hand 
to the right as the more honourable ; he likewife dire&ed, 

^Casvini, ap. Hyde,p. 237, 

that 
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that the different degrees of people fliould be diftinguifhable 
from their garb ; in a word, he made it the whole bufinefs of 
his life to render his kingdom flourifhing and his people hap- 
py, in which he fucceeded to his utmoll wifli. But this great 
felicity proved the fource of the deepeft misfortunes ; for hav- 
ing reigned long and glorioufly, he unaccountably took it in 
Jhis head that he was immortal, fent pictures of himfelf through- 
out his empire, and ordered them to be worshipped with di- 
vine honours. This madnefs foon loft him the hearts of the 
people, fo that the province of Segji/ian, by the perfuafion of 
a certain great captain, who was related to the king, and 
whofe name was Ahad^ took arms, and, when they had formed 
themfelves into a regular armv, marched under the command 
of Zodk or Dahdc towards Schiras^ where Gjemfchid met him 
with a powerful army which he had raifed j the engagement 
was fierce and bloody, but in the end Gjemfchid was defeated 
and taken prifoner, upon which the tyrant ordered him to be 
immediately fawn afunder, which was performed in Zoa£'% 
light. This is the account given by Mir A bond and the beft 
Arabian hiftories ; others fay, that he efcaped from the battle 
and wandered through his dominions. He left behind him a 
fon whofe name was Phridun or Apbridun of three years old, 
whom his mother Phramak found means to conceal from his 
enemies, and to breed up privately, till providence enabled 
him to afcend the throne of Perfia «. 
Dehoc. Dehoc, Da/jdc, Zabai, Zodk ; fome authors affirm, that the 

name of this prince is only an alteration of a nickname be- 
flowed on him by the Perfians, viz. Deh-ak) fignifying, that 
he Ifcd ten ill qualities, which made him hateful and aboipw 
liable, and that his real name was Piurasb. It is very un- 
certain of what family this prince was ; fome report, that he 
was lineally defcended from Siamek the grandfon of Keyoma- 
ras ; others that he was an Arabian^ the fon of Uluan, defcend- 
ed in a direil line from Ahad^ the chief of the Adites. The 
truth foems to be, that he was an Arab by the father's fide, 
but defcended of the houfe of Keyomaras by the mother. There 
is indecrd another fabulous genealogy or two, which fcarce de- 
ferve to be mentioned, becaufe they are glaringly falfe ; the 
one fuppofes but two generations between him and Adain^ 
the other that he was defcended from Ham the fon of Naah^ 
and is to be looked on as the Nimrod of the fcriptures. It ia 
very likely, that a!l thefe ftorics were invented to difgrace a 
prince whole cruelty rendered him odious, or that they hap- 

■D'tuRBjkioT. tit. Gjemfchid. 
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pcned through fome miftakes in reading or tranfcribing the 
works of antient poets. As this monarch gained the crovra 
by his fword, fo he governed fiercely, and with little regard 
to his fubjedts. He was, however, a perfon of great genius, 
and deeply /killed in the occult fciences, in one word, he 19 
reprefented to us as a compleatly wicked man 5 one whofe 
abilities anfwered the evil intentions of his foul, and whofe 
perfon ftruck beholders with horror, for he had a meagre pal- 
lid vifage, eyes wild and fparkling, an air fierce and haughty ; 
at the lame time that his body was deformed, and his whole 
appearance terrible. The natural fournefe of his temper was 
irritated by a fliarp and incurable difeafe, confifting in two 
painful ulcers, one on each flioulder, the anguifh of which re- 
fembled the pain following the bite of a ferpent, whence the 
ftory inferted in a famous oriental romance, that the devil, 
having for many years obeyed him, demanded at laft as a 
full reward, that he might have leave to kifs his fhoulders, 
which being granted, an ugly ferpent immediately took poft 
in each, and gnawed itfelf a den in his flefh* Either fome 
forcerer, or the devil in a dream, fuggefted to Zoak an in- 
human remedy for this evil, viz. that of wafhing thefe ul- 
cers frequently with the warm blood of men ; or, as others 
fay, applying to them the brains of men newly flain. At firft 
the tyrant put to death criminals of all forts ; but when there 
were no more of thefe, he fell without mercy upon the inno- 
cent, that he might have wherewith to alleviate his pain. The 
priefts and other perfons in authority had recourfe to all the 
arguments they could ufe to engage him to have recourfe ra- 
ther to the blood or brain of flieep, but to no purpofe ; thofe, 
however, who were intruded with the care of thefe unhappy 
wretches deftined to (laughter for the tyrant's eafe, often out 
of mere pity let them flip through their fingers, fo that flying 
to the mountains ii> order to preferve themfelves and their 
benefaclors from danger, they there formed tbemfblvcs into a 
particular nation, called fincc the Curdes «. All his reign long 
Zoak caufed Pbridujj^the fon of his predeceflor, to befearched 
for, but to no purpofe,his mother took care to hide him out of 
the reach oiZoak and his other enemies. However, the tyrant 
difcharged his wrath upon her father, whom he put to death, 
as he did many others, whom he fufpe&ed inclined to the in- 
tercft of the young Phridun, The chief caufc of thefe pro- 
ceedings was a dream, wherein the tyrant beheld three mc/i 
who came to attack him ; thefe he thought threw him down 
and bound him. Afterwards, one of them gave him a mor- 
tal wound on the head, then the other two loolened his gir- 

* Mirk h on d, hift.feft.ri, 
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die, tied his feet therewith, and carried him into the terri- 
tory of Damavand. Having applied to the moft fkilful inter- 
preters of dreams in his dominions to know what this figni- 
fied, they unanimoufly agreed, that it portended the lofs of 
his kingdom and of his life, becaule amongft the Per/tans the 
girdle is a mark of dignity ; now this Zoak conceived could 
never be done but by Phridun and his party. Among the 
numbers put to death, on various accounts, by Zoak, were 
the fons of a certain fmith, whofe name was Gao, or, as o- 
thers write it, Kaob. This man, driven to madnefs at the 
fight of his chiidrens blood, ran up and down the ftreets, 
crying out for juftice and help againft the tyrant, holding up 
a leathern apron in his hand, as if it had been a ftandard. In 
a fhort time the army he got together became very formidable, 
fo that he made hhufclf mailer of various ftrong forts and 
great cities, particularly of the city Heri, or Herat, the ca- 
pital of Chorafan, where he ilaid for fome time to put his af- 
fairs in order ; and when he found that he was in a condition 
to bid Zoak battle, he made a long oration to encourage his 
people, alluring them amongft other things, that he had not 
taken arms with any view to his p:ivate advantage, but that, 
as foon as he had reftored them to their liberty, he would 
leave them to elect whom they would for a king. The peo- 
ple with one accord offered the fovereignty to him, which he 
as pofitivcly refufed, telling them, that as the fenfe he had of 
his own injuries had put him upon fiift taking arms, fo he 
would never confent 10 injure others ; that Phridun the fon of 
Gjamj'chid was their lawful prince ; that they ought to bring 
him immediately from his retreat, and put him at their head. 
Popular humours are eafily turned ; the army on this fpeech 
grew as loyal to Phridun as they had been grateful to the 
fmich. Phridun obferving the fpiricofhis people, and being 
infuimeu that Zouk* army was hy no means hearty in his in- 
terelt, marched with the utmoft expedition to meet him, and 
the armies engaging after a brifl-: adtion Zsat's troops aban- 
doned hini, an J he was taken piiio-ier, whereupon Phridun 
ordered him to be conduced 10 the mountains of* Damavand^ 
a.:J gave dilutions fjr his being impiilbned in a cave there. 
Thio victoiy r ring gained about the time of the autumnal equi- 
jfiX, the Pirjl.ms initituted a feaft in memory thereof, which 
•LeycalLd Jl'lihirgiany or rather Mihragjan i (D). 

Phridun* 

r flTDC,rH vet. Perf. c viii p. 158. D'hcrdblot. biblioth. 
Oi.cnt.arc I ' e it 1 du u n, (i A oa. 

(.D; The hillory of Zouk makes a prodigious figure in the Per/tan 
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Phridun^ Aphridurty or Feridoun, this prince proved one Phridun. 
of the greateft, wifeft, and moft fuccefsful monarchs that ever 
ruled in the eaft ; his firft a£t, after being quietly feated on 
the throne, was to make Kaob, the fmith, general of his ar- 
mies j after which he fent him towards the weftern parts of 
his dominions in order to reduce fuch provinces as, during the 
troubles of the kingdom, had fhook off the Per/tan yoke. 

romances ; what is related in them of him being to us abfurd as well 
as fabulous, it would be to no purpofe to fwe!l our a note with fuch To- 
ries. Jt is very like!y,that the poets immediately after the time of this 
cruel prince drew the inoft invidious characters of him they could 
devife, and heightened all the mifchievous things he did with the 
utmoft force of their inventions. If we conceive to ourfelves poets 
writing with this view, and at the fame time advert to the genius 
of oriental writers in general, and to poets in particular, we need 
not be at a lofe for ali the ftrange things that we now read of 7,oak % 
and yet allow the firft authors of them to have been men of good 
fenfe too. Metaphors well underitood, allufions readily appre- 
headed, and allegories eafily explained in one age, appear all as 
matters, or at leaft as chcumftances, of fact in ages which fucceed ; 
and hence it comes to pafs, that a ftroke of poetic fatyr, or the rhe- 
torical flouriih of an author is mifapprehended for a ftrict affertion, 
and fo delivered by hiftorians, who come after, and tranferibe all 
they find, without weighing or confidering how or in what manner 
it was wrote. The firft hiftorians in all countries were poets, the 
fecond race profe-wrirers who copied from them ; and hence it is t 
that antient hiftories are full of grave fables, which through length 
of time are hard to be underftood : this has been the fate of Greece, 
of Rome, of Britain, of Ireland, and why not of Perjsa ? But fiction, 
though it may obfeure, yet it does not abfolutely deftroy truth. 
Zoak was in all probability an Arabian invader, who, after making 
himfeif mafter of Perjta, ufed his new fubjects ill, till the weight of 
the loids he laid upon them grew too heavy to be born, and then 
they did what a people may always do, viz. threw them off their 
fhoulders and would bear no more. As to what we are told of his 
being confined in the caverns of Damavand, or rather of Dunba- 
vand, we think it may be underftood to mean no more than that 
he was kept there in fome ftrong caftle. Thefe mountains are in the 
province of Jderbayagjan, which, as we have more than once re- 
marked, is part of the antient Media; they are rocky, full of ca- 
vern?, and confequently have a gloomy appearance. The poeta 
therefore, taking the fame licence here allowed them el fe where, 
have feigned, that Tabmurab after overcoming the Divs or evil 
Genii, imprilbnrd them in thefe grottoes, and by degrees thefe ex- 
pressions grew fo frequent, that a wizard or a tyrant was as readily 
fent to the mountains of Damavand as among our common people 
gholts are chained* or, to pre for ve the (rue phrafc, laid in the bot- 
tom of the Red-jea. 

Vol, V, Q Kaeb 
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Ka$b fpent twenty years in this enterprize, in which fpace he 
added many fine countries to the Perfian empire ; at length 
the king recalled him and made him governor of Aderbayagjan^ 
which he ruled ten years with equal fatisfa&ion to the people 
and to his prince, and then died much regretted by Pbridun, 
who to do honour to his memory gave all his eftates among his 
relations, and then taking his fons into his own court, bred 
them up there in a moft honourable manner ; and when they 
grew up gave each of them greater poflcffions than their fa- 
ther had acquired*. To fliew his gratitude yet more, he 
made the leathern apron, which Kaoh had hung upon a ftick 
at the beginning of the infurredtion, the royal ftandard of 
Perfidy calling it Dirfefcb Kaviani, i. e. the Jiandard of 
Kaohy that he might perpetuate his name and fervices to a4 
pofterity. This ftandard he adorned with precious ftoncs, to 
which his fucceflbrs continually adding, it became at laft of 
fuch an ineftimable value, that being taken by the Arabians 
in the battle of Cadefa 9 it enriched the whole army a . As 
Pbridun was defirous of reftoring peace and good order through- 
out all his dominions, he fent perfons, not only of great 
parts but eminent for their integrity, to govern all the pro- 
vinces under his dominion. He married alfo with a view of 
intereft only the daughter of his predeceflbr ZoaA, by whom 
he had two fons Salm and Tur> but thefe proving like thrfr 
grandfather, haughty, obftinate, and cruel, he took zPerJian 
lady to his bed, by whom he had a fon named Irege, equally 
wife and courteous, fo that he became at once the darling of 
his father and the delight of the, people. Thus things pafled 
on till Pbridun, feeling himfelf beginning to decline under 
the weight of age and illnefs, fummoned his grandees toge- 
ther, and having informed them of his defign to quit the regal 
dignity, defired to know which of his fons they wifhed he 
ftiould make his fuccelior ; thofe lords unanimoufly anfwered, 
that if he would no longer govern himfelf, they defired to 
have Irege for their prince, to which Pbridun aflented ; but 
to prevent his brothers from taking this ill, he gave to Tur 
all the eaftern provinces of his empire, to Salm the provinces 
on the other fide, and reftrained Irege within the compafs of 
Pcrfia, Affyria, and Mefopotamia \ From this divifion came 
the names of Tur on and Iran, the one fignifying that great 
extent of country which lies to the eaft of Perfta, and the 
other Perfta itfelf and the provinces dependent thereon < Ap 

* Mirkhond. hift.feQ. vii. a D'Herbelot. Biblioth. O* 
rient. Art. Dirfksch. b Hvdb, rel. vet. Perfar. c. xxxv. p. 

i.17. D'Heriilot. Biblioth. Orient. Art. Fx moot/*. 
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for Tur, he built a noble city which he made the capital of 
his territories, calling it after his own name Turon, and the 
country Turquejlan ; this city was feated in the province of 
Mauaralnahar in the neighbourhood of the Cafpian fea, and 
hence the nation inhabiting that traft of country acquired the 
name of Turks c . However large thofe fhares might be which 
Salm and Tur had received from their father, they ftill hated, 
him and their brother Irege y whofe ruin they concerted to- 
gether. Things being at laft ripe for the execution of their 
projects, Salm and Tur marched each with great forces into 
Aderbayagjan^ and, having joined their armies, they fent a 
fort of inanifefto to their father, wherein they fet forth, that 
with juftrealbn they weredifpleafed with the kindnefs which he 
had fliewn Irege ^hom they ftiled a baftard, and declared at the 
fame time, that they would never lay down their arms till he 
was depofed from the fovereignty, and the countries divided 
between them, which hitherto had been in his pofleffion. 
Phridun, juftly difpleafed at this undutiful behaviour, fent 
immediately his orders to Irege to draw together all the for- 
ces he was able, and to march againft his brethren. Irege, 
however, defired the king to have recourfe to milder meafures, 
in hopes of preferving the peace of the empire. Phridun was 
of a contrary opinion, and determined to reduce the rebels by 
arms. Irege, however, unwilling to do his brothers any 
wrong, took with him fome of his wifeft counfellors, and 
went with them to his brothers camp, in order if poffible ami« 
cably to adjuft the differences between them. They, who 
wifhed for nothing more, immediately feized him and ftruck 
off his head, which having ftuck on a pole, they infolently 
fent to their father. Phridun was exceffively grieved at his 
Ton's misfortune ; he refolved, however, to carry on the war 
againlt Salm and Tur ; in order to which he gave the domi- 
nions of Irege to his fon Manugeher, who immediately march- 
ed with an army againft his uncles. They defpifing his youth 
quickly came to an engagement, in which the two brothers 
were routed and loft their lives by the hand of Manugeher, 
who after this glorious vi£tory returned in triumph to his 
grandfather Phridun, who was now grown blind. When he 
heard the acclamations of the people at the entrance of Ma- 
nugeher, he afked who it was that prefumed to enter his pre- 
fence in fuch a manner. The young viftor cried out, // is 
your grand/on Manugeher, the avenger of the blood of Irege, 
who hath fain Salm and Tur with bis own hand. Phridun 

' c Mjrjchoud. hift. ubifupr. 
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then received him with open arms, and with all the demon- 
ftrations of paternal fondnefs. Afterwards he took the Tagi 
or Tiara from his head and put it on that of Manugeher ox Ma- 
nugjahr^ declaring him thereby fovereign of Perfia, appointing 
at the fame time one Soam or Soha?n y a perfon of great wif- 
dorn and valour, to be his vizier d . Within a (hort (pace after 
this Phriditn dica, full of years and glory (E). 

As to the perfonal qualifications of this prince, he is cele- 
brated by oriental writers as the? Solomon of Perjia y one who 
made it his whole ftudy to govern his people in fuch a man- 

<* D'Hb rbelot. Biblioth. Orient. Art. Sohjlm. 

(E) The oriental writers are univerfally agreed, that th; terms 
7 our an and Iran, expreffive of the two great empires on th other 
and on this fide the Oxus i called by them the Gjeibon, rook rife at 
this time. It may feem ftrange, that iuch large trails of country 
mould receive appellations fiom perfons who lived and governed 
them fo ftiort a time ; fcr it appears, that Irege, Tur 9 and Saint, all 
died in the life-time of Pbridun, and within a fmall fpace after the 
pai tition of his dominions amonglt them. But when this is more 
thoroughly confidered, the wonder will ceafe. The monarchs of 
thefe extenlive kingdoms were, through a long courfe of ages, at 
war with each other ; and this enmity proceeding originally from 
the quarrel of their anceftors, it was natural enough for them to 
call their dominions after thofe in vvhofc right they held them The 
whole empire belonged to Pbridm ; the defcendants of Tur or Tour 
kept up the claim of their ancellors to the whole ; the king>? of 
Pcrfia fucceeding Manupjahr afferted the right of Phridun to divide 
his dominions as he pleafed ; and therefore it is likely that Iran 
and Tour an were words firll ufed in Perjia, and by degrees fpread 
them fe Ives throughout the eaft. Whether Tur was the undoubted 
father of the Turks will admit of fome quellion, fince almoft all the 
oriental writers affirm, that Japbct had a fon called Turk, and yet 
many of them admit, that Turqueftan had its name from the prince 
we {peak of. it would be ncedlefs, and at the fame time impro- 
per for us to enter into a prolix difcuffion of that point here, fince 
it mult be examined when we come co write the hiltory of the Turks ; 
however, we think it not amis to remark, that there is nothing 
Granger or more perplexed in this double derivation of the name 
of the Turks, than iheie is in that of the Hebrews, whom fome af- 
firm to have been lo called from Hcber the fon of Salab, and others 
from thefumame.of Abraham, who was Ailed the Hebrew from his 
coming from the other fide of the river, i. e. the Euphrates. . Such 
difficulties amufe weak minds, but men of folid underftandings 
eaiilypafs by thefe doubts, knowing that there is little more of 
certainty to be found in fearcking for the rife of denominations of 
far later date. 

ner, 
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ner, as that they might enjoy greater felicity than if they had 
lived in a ftate of freedom. He extended his dominions with 
a view of extending happinefs to thofe whom he reduced un- 
der his obedience. He was a zealous worfhipper of the true 
God, and took fuch care to reprefs Zabiifm* that fome Mo- 
hammedan authors have not fcrupled to aflert that he was a 
mufiulman. It is alfo recorded of him, that he left this ad- 
vice with his fucceflbr. 

Believe, my fin, that the days of your reign are fo many leaves 
$f a book ; be careful therefore to write nothing in any page 
thereof that you would not have feen by pojlerity e . Many o- 
ther wife fayings of this great prince are icattered in various 
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authors, which we have neither time nor opportunity to infest 
here. Some Perjian writers think, that Phridun was cotem- 
porary with Abraham. On the other hand, the learned Dr. 
Hyde has entertained a notion that this Phridun is the Phra- 
ortes of Heredotus f ; it would take up too much time to dif- 
cufs this controverfy here, and beiides we fhall have occalion 
to refumc this fubjeft hereafter, and to conlider the opinions 
of the critics on oriental hiftory all at once ; in the mean time 
let us purfue the thread of our narration, and proceed to tin? 
reign of Phridun s grandfon (F). 

Ah- 

c D'Herbelot. Art. Feridoun. f Hydb, rclig. vet* 
Perfar. c. viii. 

(F) The reader will eafily perceive from the characters he lias 
already feen drawn in this hillory, that among the oriental nations 
wifdom as well as valour is thought neceflary in a hero. Phridun 
is as famous amongft them, as any of the heroes of Greece or Rome 
amongft us ; and for the fame reafon ; becaufe he was a man greac 
in all things, in war and in peace, at the head of armies awd on 
the throne. On this account oriental writers prefervc with as great 
care the wife fayings of their princes, as the accounts of their con- 
quefts. We have excufed ounelves above from the repetition of 
all that has been recorded of this fort in relation to Phridun ; hue 
the reader will in all probability be pleated with the following fpe- 
cimens of his fapience, becaufe they contain rules eafily applied,, 
and which concern mankind in general. 

Man mould weigh well the nature of himfelf. 
The varying frailneis, of thi> fiatt'ring world, 
And the true excellence of heaven's high ford ; 
Then would he this defpife, and truit in him. 
The world deceives us all — In God is truth. 
Let not thy riches or thy power prevail 

To fwell thy bofom with conceits of pride ; 

La a le 
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Manug- Manugjaht or Manngeher^ according to foiftfc authors, wal 
jahr. not the fon of Inge, but his grandfon by a daughter ; it it 

riot very material to us which of thefe opinions is true *, cer- 
tain it is, that he was a prince wife and of a mild difpofition, 
and had a minifter, viz. the vizier Sobam beforementioned, 
whofe feme is ftill great throughout all the eaft. Manugeher* 
probably by his advice* made feveral juft regulations in the 
government of Perfia ; he afcertained, more exaftly than any 
<rf his predeceflbrs had done, the boundaries of the provinces, 
into each of which he lent a prefident or governor, independent 
of whom heeftabliflied in every great town or borough a mayor 
or provoft, fo that the governors had no opportunity of fit- 
ting up for themfelves, and the provofts were obliged to be- 
have themfelves prudently for fear the governor fliould write 
againft them to court. Obferving the infertility of Perfia to 
be chiefly owing to the want of water, Manugeher confidered 
every way of fupplying this defedfc ; he caufed fine canals to bfc 
cut from the mighty rivers Tigris and Euphrates to refresh the 
barren countries in their neighbourhood ; he took care to col- 
le& all the ftreams ifluing front the little fpriftgs on tht tops 
of mountains, that their waters might be made as ufeful as 
poffible. To incourage his fubjefts to cultivate their land* 
Sunth care, he employed much time in gardening, and 
took great pains todifcover the virtues of herbs and flowers, 
caufing fuch as- were moft valuable to be tranfplanted from 
mountains and uncouth places into his own gardens, orthdfe 
of his courtiers. But while he was thus cultivating the arts 
qf peace, Apherafiab the defcendant of Tur or Tour, in- 
vaded his dominions with a great army of Turks, in order, 
as he gave out, to avenge the death of his anceftor. Manu- 
geher, finding himfelf too weak to refift fo formidable an ene- 
jpy, retired towards the country of Tabrejian \ fome authors 



•D'Herbelot. Biblioth. Orient. Art. Mantjgehbr. 

JiOok back, remember thofe thou haft feen high, 
And mark, if thou haft never feen them fink; 
Let this teach thee. One end awaits us all \ 
And when inevitable death commands, 
That we mould follow to his dreary realm. 
Matters it mudi, if from a royal couch, 
Or from a mattrefs thrown upon the ground, 
We rife to take our journey (5) ? 



(*) jyHifbelae. Biblioth. Orient, Art. Feritiun. 
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fay, that there happened a battle between him and Apbera* 
Jiab, and that Manugeber was routed. However that TMttsp 
was, all are agreed, that the king of Perfia withdrew into a 
fortrefs, and prepared to defend Wmfelf there againft the at- 
tempts of his enemy. Apherafiab beficged him with ail his 
army, but to no purpofe 5 and the winter drawing on, the 
Tiri, being afraid left his own men fhould defert him, began to 
think of peace. Upon this commiffioners were difpatched on 
both fides, and a treaty concluded on thefe terms; that 
Apherafiab ihould poflels all the country eaft of the river 
GiboHy and that he fhould leave Manugeber without molefta- 
tion in poffeifion of Perfia and the proviiices dependent on it. 
Such was the event of this cruel war, which threatened no 
lefs than the fubwfion of the monarchy of Perfia K As fooa 
as Apherafiab was retired into his own country, Manugeber 
began to provide againft fuch invafions for the future. He or r 
dered all his governors to provide their quota's of troops j but 
thefe meafures alarming Apherafiab^ he gave orders to his 
forces to make inroads into Perfia ; but the Turk had not the 
feme fuccefs in this as in the former war- The precaution 
of Manugeber perfe&ly anfwcred his end, fo that the enemy 
were not only repulfed wherever they made their courfes, 
but alfo loft a great number of their foldiers who were taken 
prifoners. Apherafiab therefore very willingly renewed the 
peace, and left Manugeber to a£t as he thought fit in his own 
dominions. That wife and good prince made the city of Seg- 
jifian for a time his royal feat, and when by his prefence he 
had put all things on that fide in good order, he fent thither 
his vizier Soham to preferve all things in quiet, and went hiin- 
felf to refide in the centre of his empire, where he applied 
himfelf, as he had done before, to the cultivation of arts and 
fcienccs, and to every thing which might render his pepple 
po werfu 1 and happy, Soham managed all things in the pro- 
vince of Segjifian fo as to gain the good-will of the people, 
as well as to maintain the favour of the court ; but in the 
midftof his happinefsan accident fell out which furprifed him 
not a little : his wife was brought to bed of a fon with long 
yellow hair, Soham therefore gave him the name of Zal-zjr, 
i. e. golden hair j this young man when he grew up to year* 
of difcretion, gave manifeft tokens of an exalted genius, 
infomuch, that Manugeber fent for him and his father to ap- 
pear at court. Thither they went, ^nd the fight of the young 
nobleman augmented the efteem and gratitude Atfanugeber 

had 
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iiad for his father and family. Loaded with new honoura 
and dignities, Sobmi and his fon returned into their own 
country, and lived there with the fame fplendor and reputation 
that they had done before. One day it fo happened, that 
Zal-zer went to hunt in the province of Kablujlan, depend- 
ent on the kingdom of Touran, but bordering northwards on 
the Perjian dominions. Mchcrab, who was at this time go- 
vernor of that province, being informed of this, went out to 
meet him, that he might Ihew his refpedl: to the father by the 
honours paid to his fon. The converfation he had with Zal- 
zer charmed him fo much, and made fo ftrong an impreflion 
on his mind, that he could not help talking of him to his fa- 
mily upon his return home, which had fuch an effeft on the 
mind of Roudabab his daughter, that (he fell violently in love 
with Zal-zer on his report ; and, as womens paffions are ever 
fudden and ungovernable, flie (ent immediately one of her 
maids into the place where Zal-zer was incamped, that flie 
might find an opportunity of fpeaking with him. Her project 
fuccecded perfectly well, the young nobleman perceiving the 
maiden gathering flowers, entered into difcourfe with her, 
enquiring her condition, and with whom (he lived. The 
girl, properly inftmcted, anfwercd him, that (he was the fer- 
vant of Roudabab, the daughter of Meherab, and then fell a 
talking of the family, expatiating on the wit, beauty, and 
fweetdifpofitions of her lady. Zal-zer immediately conceiv- 
ed a great efteem for this amiable perfon, which by degrees 
ripened into fo warm a paflion, that he could neither eat nor 
llcep, till he had concerted the means of fpeaking to her. An 
interview, as our author obferves, between two perfons who 
equally defire it, is very quickly obtained ; the lovers made the 
beft ufe of their time, that is, they exchanged the moft folemn 
vows of fidelity, and engaged to marry each other, as foon 
as the confent of their parents could be obtained. To cover 
his amour, Zal-zer made a vifit at the fime time to the father 
of his miftrefs, by whom he was very kindly received, and 
after flaying with him all night, fct out on his return to his 
father in the province of Segjijlan. Almoft as foon as ho 
came home he acquainted Soham with all that had happened, 
and that it was impoflible for him to live, at leaft in any de- 
gree of happinefs, without the pofleffion of the daughter of 
Mtbenib. Some difficulty there was in procuring the king's 
confent to this marriage, for it was hitherto a thing without 
precedent for a Perjian to efpoufc a Turk. However, the 
many fcrvices of Soham and the great merit of Zal-zer, 

prevailed fo far QV«r Manug$hsr^ t^hat he at laft yielded to all 
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they defired. The nuptials were celebrated with prodigious 
magnificence ; the inhabitants of SegjiJIan and Kahloujlan 
vying with each other in their cxpreffions of joy on this 
occafion j nor were the confequences of this match lefs 
happy than its conclufion was fplendid ; for at the end of 
nine months the lovely Roudabah was brought to bed of a 
fon who was named Ru/lan 9 the mighty hero of all the orien- 
tal romances The reader will hereafter perceive, how the 
loves of this illuftrioua pair came to find a place in the Per/tan 
hiftory. Let us now return to Manugehtr^ who fpent all his 
time in putting the affairs of his kingdom in the beft order 
imaginable, with refpeft both to peace and war \ that is, he 
took care to banifh luxury, to encourage virtue, and to ren- 
der every man's condition fo happy, as to engage him to fight 
for that government on the continuance of which it depend- 
ed. The perfonal qualifications of this monarch have been 
already in fome meafure difplayed 5 it remains, however, 
that we do him juftice in one particular of greater importance 
than all the reft ; he was a moft zealous worfhipper of the true 
God, of which we have the moft fhining inftances in the 
hiftory of his life and 'reign, written by Tabari k an antient 
Perfian author. By him we are informed, that as foon as this 
prince heard of the Turks pafling the river Gjeibon in order to 
drive him out of his dominions, he afTcmbled a great council 
of his nobility, wherein he delivered himfelf in thefe words $ 
44 The moft holy and high God delivered to me this king- 
44 dom, that I might render him praife and glory by my ac- 
44 tions as a prince, preferving my people in plenty and eafe, 
44 and impartially diftributing juftice, that thereby the glori- 
44 ous gift of God might in my hand be ftrengthened and en- 
i£ creafed. If contrary to this my duty I had a&ed ungrate- 
46 fully towards my creator, then I fhould juftly have de- 
44 ferved to lofe my kingdom here, and to fuffer everlafting 
44 punilhment for my wickednefs hereafter. The moft holy and 
44 high God having caufed me to be born of royal blood, and 
• 4 in right thereof beftowed a kingdom upon me, let us not 
44 my friends bafely throw it away, or tamely fuffer it to be 
44 taken from us ; confider wellaftheftate we arc in, and to 
44 morrow I will more largely inform you as to my fentiments 
*« of the matter." The next day accordingly the nobles of 
Ptrfta aflembled again, and the king being featcd in his 
throne of ftatc with his royal crown upon his head, and the 
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Mubad Mubadariy or higb-prieji 9 feated near him in his gol- 
den chair, he rofe up and fpoke as he had done the day be- 
fore, afcribing all dominion to the Almighty, and acknow- 
ledging that the crown of Perjia was his gift ; he then ob- 
ferved, that all things depended alike on the will of the fu- 
preme being, and that nothing could take effect but by his 
command, or with his permiiEom He faid further, that God 
had long indulged the Perfian nation in the full enjoyment of 
many blefiings, in confequence of which they were bound to 
live in exact obedience to his laws, that is, making a proper 
ufe of the good things beftowed on them. He added, that as 
to the point at prefent before them, viz. the invafion of the 
Turks^ it came not but by the permifiion of God, wherefore to 
him they ought jfirft to apply themfelves for its being taken 
away. He exhorted them to reform their lives, to be con- 
ftant in prayer, to exert their courage and their underftand- 
ings, in the defence of their country, and to reft ftedfaftly in 
the hope that the Almighty would not forfake them, but re- 
ftore them again to peace and quiet, either by giving them a 
victory over their enemies, or inclining the hearts of their 
enemies to peace. The piety of this prince was rewarded 
with a very long life and reign ; as to the extent of the for- 
mer we have no certainty, but as to the latter authors agree 
in fixing it at 120 years. They fay likewife, that the death 
of Manugjabr was like his life majeftic and ferene, that he 
called to him his fon and fucceflbr, gave him in few words 
his advice as to the government of his dominions, and re- 
commended his fubjefts moft affectionately to his care I - 
Nudar Nudar or Naudar fucceeded his father, but his reign wag 

far from being as happy. He was fcarce feated on his throne 
before his grandees began to form parties and to create fedi- 
tions in his empire, which weakened it fo much, that the 
Turks immediately conceived hopes of conquering it, a thing 
they had long fct their hearts on. With this view Pajhangh 
at that time king of Tour an , the direct defcendant of Tour the 
fon of Phridun^ called his fons together ; and having expa- 
tiated, firft on the right which their family had to the king- 
dom of Perjia ; and fecondly of the low ftate the Perfian 
affairs were then in ; he told them, that the intent of his draw- 
ing them together was to know which of them had courage 
enough to aflat the pretenfions derived to him from his an- 
celtors, and to undertake the reduction of the provinces on 
the other fide of the Gjeihon. Jlpheraftab his cldefl fon, ftung 
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with ambition, and defirous of excelling his brethren, im- 
mediately offered himfelf to raife an army in order to conquer 
Iran. Accordingly he drew together 400,000 horfe and 
foot, and with this prodigious army entered SegjiJIan. Nu- 
dar, as foon as he was informed of this, caufed his beft troops 
to file off that way, and gave the command of them to So- 
ham the father of Zal-zer \ but he being old and decrepid 
was forced to march flowly towards the enemy, and even 
that fatigued him fo much, that he died before he had reached 
the place of rendezvous, an event highly pleafing to Aphera* 
Jiab, who very much dreaded the valour and conduit of this 
very great man. Nudar, not doubting that Soham and his 
troops were already arrived at the place he appointed them, 
marched with his army towards Mazanderan, where, on a 
fudJen and before he expe&ed it, they came within fight of 
the enemy. The camps being oppofite to each other, a 
Turkijh champion, whofe name was Bafmon, challenged any 
of the Perfian warriors to a fingle combat, which challenge 
was readily accepted by Kobad the grand fon of Kaoh, of whom 
we have faid fo much in the life of Phrtdun* The combat 
terminated in favour of the Perfian, who having {lain his an- 
tagonift fpoiled him of his arms, and carried them as the tro- 
phy of his vi£tory to his tent. The Turks were prodigioufly 
incenfed at this accident, and refolved with rhcmfelves to re- 
venge it fpeedily on Nudar and his army. Accordingly, hav- 
ing poffefftd themfelves of all the pofts about it, they attack 
the Perfians in their camp, where a moft obftinate battle was 
fought, till at length there happened fuch a prodigious fliower 
of rain, attended with fuch an extraordinary darknefs, that 
Nudar laid hold of this opportunity to retire, and to order his 
fons Thus and Gujiam, who were at the head of fcparate 
bodies, to march fpeedily to his relief, which they did, ac- 
companied by Karen the brother of Kobad, who had found 
means to withdraw the royal treafures out of Scgjijian, and 
to fend them to a place of fafcty. Apherafiab observing the 
meafures taken by Nudar, and conceiving that his intent was 
to fpin out the war, he, to prevent its running into a length, 
which in the end would have been deftru&ive to his troops, 
fent an officer of his, whofe name was Karahon, with pofitive 
orders to attack Karen, and the body of Perfians under his com- 
mand, which accordingly he did, killed their commander, 
and effectually difperfed the reft. Not long after Apherafiab 
attacked Nudar in his camp, and, after obtaining a iigiul 
victory, took that monarch prifoner in his flight with many 

Perfian nobles. As foon as tiiey came into his prefence 
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Jpberafiab ordered them to be cut in pieces, but his brother, 
a prince of great humanity and wifdom, hindered him, and 
prevailed on him to content himfelf with putting them in 
prifon, to which with much ado he yielded. The next ftep 
after this victory was to poffefs himfelf of the court and trea- 
fures of Nudar, in order to which Apherajiab inftantly de- 
tached a body of 30,000 men ; they entering the province of 
S'gjijlan made themfelves matters of the capital and of the 
royal palace, the Per/tans being every-where fo intimidated 
that they durfl: not ftir, but fubmitted tamely to the yoke, 
whicli conqueft had impofed upon them. Meherab, it feems, 
after the marriage of his daughter to ZaI-zcr, had retired into 
Perjia, and lived in great honour and affluence there, till 
this fudden overthrow of the empire threatened him as well as 
the reft of its inhabitants. Meherabj being a man of great 
policy, bethought himfelf of a means to divert immediate 
danger by finding a mefienger to Apberaftab* with very 
rich prefents, end a letter to this purpofe ; 44 That though he 
f 6 livei in Perfia^ he was by nation a Turk, and not only fo, 
but in fome meafure allied to him in blood, being lineally 
defcended from Zoai 9 wherefore he hoped his family and 
44 this early teftimony of obedience would be fufficient to 
" recommend him to his fpecial proteftion." Having thus 
am u fed the victor, he gave notice to his fon-in-Iaw Zal-zer> 
who aflembling, as privately as he could, feveral fmall bodies 
of men, appointed them a place of rendezvous, where he 
himfelf joined them, and finding them numerous enough to 
attempt fomewhat againft the common enemyv He began to 
a£t oftVniively, and in a fhort time drove th#*- L s out of 
the province of Segjiflan. Of which when /i r .raftab re- 
ceived intelligence, it provoked him fo much, that he ordered 
the unfortunate Nudar's head to be ftruck off in prifon, 
which was accordingly put in execution without the leaft re- 
gard to his dignity. As to the length of his reign authors 
are divided, fome making it feven, others enlarging it to 
nine years. Mirkkond, whom we generally follow, adheres to 
the former number. Some oriental writers make this prince 
cot mfO: ary with jfofijua, others place him much higher j 
we inall not determine here who arc in the right ,n . 
Aphcra- Apbnafub or Afrafiab, notwithstanding this rebellion, or 
flab. rather iniurreclion, looking upon himfelf as monarch of jP*r- 

/;<?, fent an account to his father Pajhengb of the happy fuc- 
cds with which his expedition had been crowned. But it 
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was not long before he had news of another nature to fend 
him ; for the Per/tans, univerfally detefting his haughty and 
infolent temper, began to raife (editions in every part of the 
kingdom j nay, their averlion engaged them in fteps which 
carried their intrigues farther, and made them endeavour to 
ftir up the brother of Apherafiab, who had at firft faved Nu- 
dar's life, to put in his claim to the throne, promifing him 
firft affiftance and then obedience. He, burning wirh the 
ambition natural to his family, Iiftened readily to the propofal, 
and advifed them to engage Zal~zer to invade the provinces 
in the neighbourhood of Segjijlan in the fpring, affuring 
them, that the war once begun he would appear m their fa- 
vour. Thefe negotiations could not be carried on fo fecret- 
ly, but that Apherafiab gained intelligence of them, and im- 
mediately fet all his wits to work to prevent thrir taking ef- 
fect; with this view he caufed his brother to be afTaffinated, 
and then applied himfelf indefatigably to the raifing of troops, 
refolving to reduce all his opponents. Zai-zer^ being inform- 
ed of thefe proceedings, and vehemently regretting the lofs 
of the young Turkijb prince, openly excited the Perfians to 
take arms, deriding their cowardice, and giving them to un- 
derftand, that more than half their enemy's ftrength lay in 
their fears His difcourfes by degrees had fuch an effect, that 
the inhabitants of Perfia^ aflembling together in fmall bo- 
dies, marched by night through fecret and by-ways to his 
camp, where when they were all arrived, Zal-zer found him- 
felf at the head of a very formidable army 0 . Apherafiab^ 
who had his fpics every where, receiving an exadt account of 
Ztf/-z*? ^Qtpatipn, immediately refolved to change his man- 
ner of n*;$jftg war, and to aft altogether on the defenfive. 
Tnis gave the Perjian captain a grea deal of trouble ; but at 
laft he found an opportunity of bringing Apherafiab to a bat- 
tle ; it was very bloody, and fo obftinate that it lafted till it 
was dark, and then each army, retiring to its camp, found, 
that neither fide had any reafon to boaft of victory ; die war 
continued for a long time after this without any decifivc ac- 
tion, whereby all induftry being deftroyed, there followed 
firft a fcarcity, then a famine, and on the heels of this a 
grievous peftilence, which, falling at once into both camps, 
filled Apherafiab and Zal-zer with thoughts of peace. Nego- 
tiations were not long on foot before a treaty was concluded, 
whereby it was ftipulated, that Apherafiab fhould withdraw 
his troops and effects without moleftation and retire mtoTou- 
ran % while Iran and all its dependencies fhould remain under 
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the prote&ion of Zal-zer 3 this peace concluded and ratified, 
it would have been eafy for that nobleman to have raifed him- 
fclf to the throne of Pcrfia 5 but he fcorning to barter immor- 
tal fame for a fhort-lived royalty, fought out Zab or Zoub the 
lawful heir of the houfc of Kcyomaras, and put the crown up*- 
on his head °. 

Zab, Zab, Zoub, or Bazab, at the time of his acccffion to the 

royal dignity was far advanced in years, but had no twit h- 
ftanJing a tolerable fhare of health and fpirits ; he applied 
himfclf to the reftoring, as well as he Gould, the fhattered af- 
fairs of Perfia\ the more effe&ually to do this he aflbciated 
with him in the empire Gberfchafp his nephew, whom fome 
have called Kifchtafp, and have made him not the nephew 
and aflbciate, but the fon and fucceflor, of Zab or Zeub ; 
but this Teems to be a miftake, and the ground of it pretty 
obvious, the father of this Gberfchafp being called Kifcbtafp. 
But to return to Zab \ he facrificed muc h of the prerogative 
of the crown to make the people eafy, and to enable them 
to recover their lcfTcs alter the wretched depredations com- 
mitted by Apherafiab and his troops; he did more than all 
this, he threw open the royal treafury, and as often as any 
fums were paid in there, he firft paid his foldiers, and then 
diflributed the reft among the poor. Thefe were certainly 
high virtues, but this prince is branded for a vice, particular- 
ly infamous on a throne, viz. that of gluttony, or rather 
luxury in eating, and is recorded to have been the author of 
various forts of fauces and broths, unknown before in thefe 
regions. It is not very clear how long he reigned, or who 
was his fucceflor. Mirkbond makes him cxprefsly the Lift of 
the firft race of kings, who from the furname of Hujbangh 
were called in general Pifchdadians, though to us it fcems 
more probable, that they received this appellation, becaufe 
during the fevcral reigns of thefe princes the laws and confti- 
tutions of Pcrfia were thoroughly fettled p . According to 
Gher- other authors Gberfchafp or Kifchtafp (uccecdcd in the empire 
fchafp. by the voluntary ceifion of Zab or 'Zoub ; his mother is faid 

to have been a jcivtfs of the tribe' of Benjamin \ he proved a 
prince of great merit, and deferving of a belter fate than he 
met; for he did all in his power to rcftore the Pcrftan dia- 
dem to its ancient luihe. Apberafuib, little regarding his 
treaties, took advantage or' the difordei the kingdom was in, 
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to re-enter it with a formidable army, and to poflefs himfelf 
of various provinces. The new king fought under great 
difad vantages, but in fpite of thefe he frequently defeated the 
Turks i and recovered various places out of their hands ; at 
laft, however, he fell into the error of many of his predecef- 
fors, that is, he put all his affairs to hazard in one battle, 
which he loft, and with it his life, being killed fighting brave- 
ly for the liberty of his country after a reign fome fay of fix, 
others of thirty years ; but whether the latter may not in- 
clude the reigns of Zab and of this prince too, or whether 
the fomrer ought to be accounted the time that this monarch 
reigned alone, we pretend not to determine. In this all are 
agreed, that here the empire of the Pifchdadians ended, and 
that Apherajiab the defcendant of Tour became a third time 
abfolute lord of Perfta\ how he afterwards loft the pofTeflion 
of this empire will be fhewn in its proper place*. In the 
mean time it may not be amifs to infert here fome remarks 
on the foregoing period, in order to juftify the obfervatior* 
we have fo often made, that oriental hiftory, though mixed 
with fables, is not altogether ufehfs. 

In the courfe of this work our method has been to fpeafe 
firft of the chronology, and afterwards of the hiftory of each 
country ; in the prefent cafe it W2s impracticable, unlefs we 
had tormented the reader with necdlefs repetitions and nau- 
feous tautologies. We have therefore chofen to give the fe- 
ries of the Per/tan hiftory relating to the kings of the firft 
race, as it lies in Mirkhond and other authors; and, after 
laying down thefe fails as foundations of our arguments, to 
lead the reader by degrees to what we efteem the true ftate 
of the ancient Perfian empire. In the firft place it is re- 
markable, that the oriental writers make this race of kings 
Medians by defcent. The province of Aderbayagjan, of 
which they make Keyomaras to have been at firft fovereign, 
is a part of Media, taking in alfo a part of Armenia, fo that 
in all probability it was one of the firft peopled provinces of 
the dominion of Shew, if we fuppofe that territories were af- 
certained and fet out immediately after the flood. Within 
this province ftands the little town, that is, confidering it in 
its prefent condition, Nakjhivan, which the inhabitants affirm 
to have been the firft town built after the flood ; and indeed 
in the Armenian language the very name implies as much, it 
being equivalent to the firji place, or firft habitation 1 ". Thus 
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the early ere£ting of a monarchy hereabouts is rendered eve- 
ry way probable, and confiftent with the moft antient ac- 
counts facred and prophane. As the power of Keyomaras in- 
creased, he extended his territories towards the eaft, and to- 
wards the fouth ; for it is agreed that he made himfelf ma- 
iler of Irai-agemi> afterwards Partbia, and in procefs of 
time joined thereto the province of Pbars, or proper Perfia 9 
vhere fome hiftorians affirm he founded the city of Iftachr, 
afterwards called Perfepolis^ though others deny it, and fay 
it was built later. The fucceffors of this prince conquered 
Kbit man and Segjiflan^ and afterwards many other countries 
on the eaft of the prefent Perfian empire. It was Phridun or 
Feridoun who fettled the dominions of Pcrfta in pretty near the 
fame order we find them at this day ; it is evident therefore, 
that the kings of the firft race were not petty princes or tri- 
butaries, but lords of a very extenfive empire. As to the 
capital of their dominions in the time of Keyomaras , fome 
think it was at halch in Chora/an^ others at Iftachr. Per- 
haps he might firft fix his refidence at Balcb, and afterwards 
remove it into the heart of his kingdom. Hujbang refided 
again at Balch> Gjemfchid fettled himfelf at Ifiachr^ and is 
by moft of the Perfian authors efteemed its founder. In the 
reigns of fucceeding kings, though their royal refidence 
might fometimes be changed, yet Ijlacbr remained the capital, 
and received from time to time great improvements from the 
Perfian monarchs. Kifchtafp the laft of them had a peculiar 
liking to this place, and no doubt took pains to re-edify 
whatever injuries it might have fuftained through the courfe 
of a long war. Thus the glory of this city, which was af- 
terwards fo famous among the Greeks under the name of P*r/>- 
polis, began, as we obferved in our defcription of Perfia, un- 
der the firft race of kings r . How it was afterwards adorned 



with a royal palace, of which the ruins are ftiil remainirig, 
we {hall ihew in the hiftory of the princes of the fecond 
race; in the mean time let it be remembered, that feveral 
princes of the dynafty of Pifchdadians were great lovers of 
arts, and great encouragers of ingenuitjifr^and learning; if 



therefore there were in their time, efpechdly in the day* 
of Manugeher, who is particularly famous in the oriental 
hiftory for delighting in architecture and every thing' depen- 
dent thereon ; if in his days, we fay, there were any ar- 
tifts capable of carving in ftone, they might have employed 
their time in cutting fome of thofe wondi rful hiftories in Bajf- 
reliefs which are yet vifible in the living rocky behind the 



r Biblioth. Orient. Art. Estlkar, 



ruins 



Chap, ii. The Hifiory if the Perfians. 

ruins of Chilminar, or of the other works of the like kind 
remaining in other parts of Perfia. This, we fay, is poffible, 
and not improbable, but we affirm nothing ; the piety, how- 
ever, of Manugeher is a circumftance nothing unfavourable 
to this conjecture, that the king praying before the fire, and 
in fight of the fun, reprefented in the mountain before-men- 
tioned, might be intended for him. This leads us to the re- 
ligion of thefe antient kings which we have already fhewn to 
be very near the true religion, that is, the religion of the pa- 
triarchs. As to the worlhip of fire, it was indifputably a very 
antient do&rine, and there feems to be no reafon for doubting 
the truth of what fome authors have affirmed, that it took its 
rife in, if not before, the time of Keyomaras. Certain it is, 
that the province where he began to reign was the firft in which 
magifm prevailed, and was always held facred by the profef- 
fors of that religion on that account ; this the very name im- 
plies, for Aderbayagjan is no more than the place of fire, Ader 
or Axer fignifying fire, and Bayagjan a place, whence it 
comes to pais, that we frequently find this word thus written ' 
Azerbayagjan. The high mountain of Alters was the princi- 
pal place of worfhip in thefe early times, and the people were 
perfuaded, that celeftial fire was preferved there ; on this ac- 
count when the treafures of Nudar king of Perfia were re- 
moved out of Sigjiftan, as we have before related, they were 
for fecurity placed here. Nay, what is far more extraordina- 
ry, this fuperftition is not yet worn out of the heads of the 
Ghaurs, if we may believe Sir John Chardin \ on the con- 
trary they yet fpeak confidently of celeftial or elemental fire, 
which they fay is ftill to be feen in this mountain c . On the 
whole therefore, the religion of the Perfians under the firft 
race of kings differed very little from that which ftill fubfifh 
among the Ghaurs. Some indeed have been of opinion, that 
there were no Pyraa or fire-temples at all before the time of 
Zoroafler or Ztrdujht ; others, on the authority of fome 
Arabian writers, aflert the contrary, fo as it feems probable 
that the former is the opinion neareft truth. Our reafons for 
faying this are thefe, firft the antienteft hiftorians extant fay 
nothing ;fi>f tempies till after the time of the Exodus of the 
children of IfraeL Secondly, becaufe Herodotus faysexpref- 
ly, that the antient Perfians had no temples, but facrificcd 
on the tops of high mountains fub dio ; and thirdly, becaufe 
of Pyraa being at that time in ufe is not confiftent with the 
hiftory of Zerdujht, as we {hall fhortly have occafion to 
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fliew. Frojn the power and the religion of the firft race of* 
Perjian kings, we come at length to the intricate queftion, 
Winn they Jlourijhed ? or rather how their reigns are to be re- 
conciled to lacred and prophane hiftory ? Before we pretend to 
give the folution of this problem, let us confider a little what 
facred and prophane hiftorians fay of the antient kings of Me- 
dia and Perjia. The fcripture informs us, that Elam was a 
Very antient kingdom, for Chedorlaomer came with a great 
army to reduce the region of Pentapolis in Canaan, and the 
circumjacent countries to his obedience in the days of Jbra* 
ham i from thence we hear nothing of this nation,, till the 
kingdoms of Ijrael and fudah were in their decline. In re- 
aped to thefc antient times the Greek writers are very ineffi- 
cient guides, if we may believe the moft judicious writer of 
hiftory that nation ever produced, viz. Thucydides, who 
yery frankly declares they knew very little of their own affairs 
beyond the memory of man u , that is, they were able to give 
no account of them with order and certainty. They were in- 
deed a bold and pretending people in hiftory as well as in other 
fciences, but they feldom told their ftories in a manner capa- 
ble of gaining them belief. Herodotus pretends not to fay any 
thing of the hiftory of the Medes, above one hundred and fifty 
years before the time of Cyrus, where he places Dejoces 9 
whom he makes the flrft king of Media, and fpeaks of his 
advancement to that dignity, in terms* cxadtly correfpondent 
to thofe made ufe of by Mirkhond in his hiftory of the elati- 
on of Keyomaras. Diodorus Sicuhis, who really deferves the 
higheft credit, becaufe he took the utmoft pains to be well in- 
formed, and fpent a long feries of years in colle&ing the ma- 
terials for his hiftory, gives us a lift of ten Median kings reign- 
ing in all 282 years 1 ; but the critics are not pleafed with 
thefe, becaufe Diodorus took them from Ctejias, and Ctefias 
had his materials from the Median and Perfian records ; 
an odd reafon for difbelieving all he fays. But it feems, Cte~ 
Jias's account did not confift well with thofe that the Greeks 
had given before him, and therefore he loft his credit, and 
his hiftory was reje&ed as fabulous. By the fame rule of ar T 
gumcnt our oriental hiftory mult be condemned too, for it is 
as inconfiftent with the Greek hiftory, as the memoirs of Cte- 
fias, and for the very fame reafon ; becaufe it is taken as his 
hiftory was from what the Medes and Per/tans fay of them- 
fclves. Not to keep the reader long in iufpence, there is e- 
vidcntly a great gap of time between the ere&ion of the old 
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Medo-Perfic monarchy, and its being deftroyed by the Ajfyri- 
an emperors. The queftion is, whether we will fuppofe, that 
thefe people lived all that time without doing any thing, be- v 
caufe none of the Greek hiftorians except Diodorus from Cte- 
fias have vouchfafed, or indeed have been able, to tell us 
what they did, or whether we fhall admit Ctefias's exploded 
method, and fill up this chafm with what the Perfians fay of 
themfelves ? If this latter courfe be to be fleered, here is 
room for all the Pifchdadians at once. But then as to the 
fynchronifm of their reigns we defire to be excufed from fet- 
tling it, becaufe atprefent we fee no likelihood of out; doing it 
with any degree of exaftnefs. However, when the Perfian , 
hiftory, according to oriental writers, fhall be deduced ad 
low as the reign of Yezdegberd* the laft native of that coun- 
try who fwayed its fceptre, we fhall reconfider this point, and 
fet the whole chronology of the Perfic empire in the beft light 
we may. In the mean time we fhall conclude thefe obferva- 
tions with remarking, that Ctefias and all others, who have 
at any time thought of enquiring as to the Perfian hiftory from 
the Perfian records* have found in the moft early times great 
and potent princes reigning here, marching vaft armies inta 
the field, erefting great cities, laying up immenfe treafures, 
and ruling with an equal mixture of wifdom and magnificence. 
Now this is exa£tly what we fay from Mehammedan writers, 
who own they have taken aH which they deliver from the old 
Perfian writers 5 if therefore all this be fable, 'tis at leaft 
very antient and uniform fable, or to fpeak ferioufly, it has 
as much the appearance of truth as any hiftory as antient that 
we know of But it is time to leave reafoning and conjectures 
to return to the thread of our hiftory * and to fhew the fteps 
by which Apherafiab was expelled, and the Perfian domini- 
ons once more reftored to a prince of that country. 

The hiftory of the Perfian kings of the fecond race, or of 

the dynajty of the Kainites. 

Eykobad y or Caicobad, whom fome writers make the Keykobad? 
fon of Ztfi, the fon of Tahamafp, the fon of Manu- 
gefrer 9 king of Perfia* and others call fimply the ne- 
phew of Nudar y was feated on the throne of Perfia by the 
famous Zal-zer, who was fo loyal to the family that raifed 




him, that he twice refufed the Perfian diadem, becaufe he 
would not injure them. At this time he and his fon Rujian 
put thcmfelvea at the head of fuch a body of troops as enabled 
them to jive Apherafiab abundance of trouble, and by degrees- 

Q, 2 to> 



The Hilicry of the Perfians. Book I. 

to put into the pofieffion of Keykohad the greateft part of the 
provinces of Perfia* This monarch proved at once a good 
prince to his fubje£ts in general, and extremely grateful to 
the perfons particularly concerned in raifing him to the em- 
pire. He intrufted the command of all his forces with Ru- 
flan, and did nothing in civil affairs without the advice of 
his father \ by degrees his troops, under the command of the 
famous hero beforementioned, gained fuch advantages, that 
Apherafiab retired before them, and was at laft driven to fuch 
diftrefs that he deli red to treat of a peace; but his commif- 
fioners and thofe of the king of Perfia differing about the 
terms, Apherafiab hazarded a fecond battle, wherein, not- 
withstanding his troops fought with great refolution, he Vas 
totally defeated. In the heat of this engagement, Rujlan 
defired fomeof the officers about him to fhew him Apherafiab y 
which when they had done, Rujlan fpurred towards him with 
fuch an impetuous force that he beat him from his horfe, and 
afterwards dismounting from his own he tied his hands and 
feet together with a cord, and having laid him before himfelf 
upon his own fteed rode out of the battle, and threw him in 
a particular place. Apherafiab, finding himfelf left alone, 
ftruggled with fuch force that he at laft got loofe 5 then taking 
the cord, he tied the hands and feet of a dead man as Rujlan 
had tied his, and retired to a troop of his own horfe, with whom 
he made his efcape. After vidiory had declared itfelfin favour of 
the army of Keykobad, Rujlan rode up to falute him. Amongft 
other compliments of congratulation, he informed him that 
the war was now at an end, himfelf having made Apherafiab 
prifoner, whom he alfo promifed immediately to produce. 
Riding to that end, to the place where he had thrown the 
Turki/b monarch, he found with furprife a dead man tied in 
his place ; for this overfight of his he afked pardon of Keyko- 
had, and folemnly promifed, that if he met Apherafiab in bat- 
tle again, he would not make the fame miftake. But that 
prince, finding his affairs defperatein Perfia, retired into Tur~ 
quejlan, and lent from thence an ambaffador to treat with 
Keykobad, who was eafily prevailed on not to carry his arms 
into Touran, when the right of him and his family to Iran 
was acknowledged by Apheraftab, and all the fcattered 
remnants of his army withdrawn E . The peace once fettled, 
Keykobad applied himfelf to the reftoring the affairs of his king- 
dom, and in the firft place fixed his court at Spahawn, which 
had been built by the famous king Houjhangb, adorned by 
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Phridun, and afterwards given by him to Kaoh the fmith and 
his family. The reafon in all probability which determined 
Keyhbad to refide here, was its convenient fituation in the 
heart of his dominions. His court once fixed, the king next 
beftowed his favours on fuch as had been inftru mental in the 
expulfion of the Turks ; to Rujian he gave the province of 
Zablujtan^ on the borders of India , watered with many plea- 
fant ftreams, and adorned with the fineft profpe&s that can be 
wifhed. This province afforded a furname to Rujlan y and 
received itfelf a new name from him. That hero being filled 
in moft of the romances Zabeli, becaufe he was governor of 
Zablujlan s and that province, or at leaft a great part of it, 
was thence forward called Rujiandar^ becaufe it had been the 
government of Rujian. Maharab^ furnamcd Kabuii, becaufe 
he had been governor of Kubu/ 9 was another of Keykobad's 
generals, and highly efteemed by him. Kavan 9 one of the 
defendants of the famous Kaoh the fmith, was alfo a perfon 
highly efteemed by this king of Perfia ; but what particular 
rewards he received authors do not mention. It feems he was 
a fort of knight errant, and acquired from thence the fur- 
name ofRezm Khuah, or the f ear cher of adventures. A fourth 
captain of Keykobad's was Kefchvad, furnamed Zerin Ku/ah y 
from a golden tiara which he was allowed to wear, in reward 
of the mighty things he had done for the good of the empire. 
Keyhbad divided all the fpoil that had been brought into his 
treafury among his foldiers, regulated their pay very exadtly, 
and afterwards employed them in making great roads through- 
out the empire, fetting up public marks at the end of every 
four thoufand paces, which fpace by the Perfians is called 
Pberfengh, and from thence by the Greeks Parafang. As 
this monarch was renowned for his wifdom and prowefs, fo 
he was no lefs famous on account of his piety ; the Mohamme- 
dan writers infift very much upon this, they aflert, that he 
had many prophets who reforted to his court, that he received, 
honoured, and obeyed them, and in time was a true believer, 
by which we are to underftand that he was not a firc-worfhip- 
per ; but in this they are certainly miftaken. They make him 
aJfo contemporary with Samuel the judge of lfrael> and aflert, 
that he had fome intercourfe with him. In the laft years of 
his life he grew blind, and continued fo till the day of his 
death, which happened, as fome hiftorians fay, after a reign 
of one hundred years, according toothers, when he had reign- 
ed one hundred and twenty years \ 
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Keykaus. Keykaus or Caikaus, the fon, or, as fome fay, the grandfon 

of Keykobad) fucceeded him in the throne of Perjia y on which 
he was fcarce feated before a war broke out in Maxanderan, a 
province bordering on the Cafpian fea, which required his 
prefence ; a rebel prince, taking occafion from the demife of 
Keykobady made himfelf fovereign there, and fortified the 
capital in fuch a manner that he made it the ftrongeft place in 
the eaft. Keykaus marched immediately againft him, and co- 
ming with too great an army to be oppofed, the rebel fhut 
himfelf up in the city of Mazanderan x and prepared for a 
fiege. Keykaus having viewed the place, and having received 
intelligence that it wag extremely well provided with all forts 
of ammunition and viftuals, gave over all hopes of reducing 
it by force. But as in fuch cafes 'tis ufual for experienced ge- 
nerals to have recourfe to ftratagems, Keykaus devifed one 
which anfwered his end effe&ually ; he gave out in his camp, 
and he corrupted people to give it out in the city, that he was 
extremely diftreffed for provifions, and ftiould be on that ac- 
count obliged fhortly to <raife the fiege. His emiffaries in the 
place immediately infinuated to the keepers of the ftores, that 
by fupplying the king of Pcrjia with, fmall quantities of vict- 
uals immenfe fums might be got ; this trade once on foot, 
Keykaus paid fo well, that in a fhort time there was not a loaf 
left; he then fummoned the city peremptorily to furrender, 
and on a difcovery of their circumftances the inhabitants were 
forced to fubmit b . He had not the like fuccefs in another 
war, undertaken in this province againft Apherajiah ; for the 
Perjian army being defeated, king Keykaus was taken and 
thrown into a prifon, from whence, he was reteafed by the 
timely care of his general Ru/lan, who entering Tauran with 
a numerous army, wafted all before him with fire and fword, 
declaring, that he would deftroy the whole country if they did 
not fet his matter at liberty ; which fo terrified the people, 
that their clamour prevailed on Apherajiah to difmifs Keykaus 
on his promife to recal Rujlan. As foon as the Perjian xno- 
narch had regained his liberty, he made ufe of the hero we 
have fo often mentioned to curb his enemies on every fide ; 
and he is recorded to have carried his arms into Mezr> i. e. 
Egypt y Sbamab, i. e. Syria ; and Rum> i. e. AJia Minor. 
After thefe wars were over and all things in a quiet fituation, 
Keykaus, to {hew the high eftcem he had of RuJlan's fervices, 
gave him his fifter in marriage ; the name of this princefs wa| 
Geberna%> i. e. endowed with all virtues, and with hf r by way 
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of portion he gave him the office of generaliffimo of- all his 
armies, and made him vicar general of his kingdom, with the 
title of Pehelevan Gihan, i. e. fupporter of the Perfian empire. 
We are not told who it was Keykaus himfelf married, but 
whoever fhe was he had by her two fons, named Siavek and 
Phrailorz ; the eldeft of thefe, viz. Siavek, was fent to live 
with, and to be bred up under, his uncle Rufian* How long 
things continued in this tranquil {late does not appear, but 
the next war we hear of was againft Zulzogar king of Arabia ; 
what provocation he gave Keykaus is uncertain, but the king 
of Perjia carried his refentment fo far, that he had well nigh 
reduced the whole kingdom of Yemen, over which Zulzogar 
reigned, under his dominion ; at length it came to the ears of 
Keykaus^ that this Arabian prince had a daughter the moft 
lovely woman in the world ; upon which the Perfian king 
fent to demand her in marriage ; the king of Yemen, defirous 
to be rid at any rate of fuch an enemy, lent immediately his 
daughter to the king of Perjia's Haram. As foon as Keykaus 
beheld Saudabah, he was fo ftruck with her beauty, that he 
conceived himfelf the happieft man in the world by having 
her in his pofleffion. Overcome therefore with the violence of 
his paffion, he abandoned himfelf to all fcrrs of excefles, gi- 
ving great entertainments, and encouraging all forts of diverfi- 
ons in his camp, without fo much as remembering that he 
was in an enemy's country. Zulzogar, who forefaw all this, 
drew together privately a confiderable body of horfe, and fal- 
ling unexpectedly on the Perfian army abfolutcly defeated it, 
and made the king and all his court prifbners. The news of 
this no fooncr reached Perfia, than Rufian put himfelf at the 
head of the forces left under his command, and marched with 
them immediately into Yemen. Zulfogar knew very well, that 
he had no troops capable of contending with the veterans un- 
der the command of Rtiftan, and for this reafon he treated the 
king of Perfia, while in his power, with the utmoft civility 
and refpedt, fo that he had no great difficulty in prevailing on 
him to fend his general orders to forbear hoftilitics and to 
think of peace. A treaty was quickly concluded between the 
father and fon-in-law, whereby the latter quitted all pretent- 
ions to the kingdom of Yemen, and promifed to invade it no 
more, while the former engaged to be the friend and ally of 
the Perfian nation, and to affift it to the utmoft of his power ; 
in confequence of which Keykaus was immediately fet at liber- 
ty, with all thofe who had been taken prifoners with him, and 
returned triumphantly into Perfia with his new fpoufe Sauda- 
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bab *. Not losg after this Stavek came to court, and was re- 
ceived with theutmoft affe&ion by his father. Saudabah, ei- 
ther charmed with the beauty of his perfon, or affecting fo to 
be, folicijed him to an inceftuous amour, which he, being 
a prince of great virtue, rejeded with abhorrence ; upon 
which waiting a proper opportunity, when the king was one 
day alone in his parlour, Saudabah ruftied in with her hair 
difhevelled, her night-gown torn, and her breaft bloody, cry- 
ing out for juftice againft Siavek, who had made an attempt 
upon her honour ; the king immediately caufed his fon to be 
imprifoned, and obliged him to ftand a tryal ; fome fay he 
underwent the ordeal by fire, however it was, the young 
prince was acquitted, and the wickednefs of Saudabah clear- 
ly appeared. Upon which the king would have put her to 
death, if his fon had not interceded for her on his knees. 
Thefe proceedings having created fome divifions and heart- 
burnings in the court of Perfia, Apherafiab, who waited all 
opportunities of diftreffing that nation, failed not to take this, 
and to pafs the river Gjiehon with a great body of troops, in 
erder to befiege Balcb. Keykaus, roufed by the impending 
danger, ordered his fon to march into Sigjifian with twelve 
thoufand horfe, there to join the forces under the command 
of Rujlan r in order to make head againft the enemy. Sia- 
vei readily obeyed, and after joining his uncle Rufian, match- 
ed with fuch expedition, that they were foon in the neigh- 
bourhood of Apherafiab and his army ; but not thinking fit to 
hazard an engagement immediately, they took care to pitch on 
a very ftrong camp. Apherafiab, knowing that his affairs 
would not permit him to carry on a long and lingering war, 
attacked them therein, which Rujian forefaw, and provided 
lb well for his reception, that he was not only repuJled, but 
his troops fuffered fo much in the attack, that he began fin- 
cerely to think of peace, in order to prevent the coming of 
this army of Perfiam into his dominions. With this view 
he fent commiflioners to the camp of Siavek and Rujlan, 
in order to fettle the terms of a perpetual alliance ; they 
were very kindly received, and the young prince, his uncle 
and two Pcrfians of great quality, who were of his council, 
fettled with them the heads of a treaty very advantageous 
to Perfia, which being ratified by Apherafiab, the young 
prince difpatched an cxprefs to carry an account of the peace to 
his father. Ic feems the intrigues of Saudabah had created this 
deferving young prince many enemies in his father's court, who 
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took the opportunity of perfuading the king, that Siavek had ex* 
ceeded his commiffion, and injured the majefty of the 
Perfian empire by the treaty which he had made. Keykobad* 
influenced by thefe fuggeftions, difpatched his uncle Thus to 
the army with letters full of fliarpnefs with rcfpeft to the 
young prince, and with dire&ions to deliver up the com- 
mand to Thusy and to fignify to Rujlan^ that the king thought 
him now old enough to take his reft, and therefore defired 
him to retire to his gorernment of Segjijlan. Rujian obey- 
ed, and the prince continued in the army, which now* 
marched to the frontiers of Tnrque/lan> in order to aft of- 
fenfively againft Jpherafiab. When they were arrived in 
the neighbourhood of the river Gjeihon, the prince, taking 
with him Piran Vljfeh^ an officer of diftin&ion in the Tur- 
kifti army who had remained with him as an hoftage, went 
direftly to the court of Jpherajiab, to fhew him how con- 
trary to his humour it was to be guilty of a breach of faith* 
Apherafiab received him with open arms, placed him on 2 
throne by his own, and gave him his daughter Franghiz iit 
marriage * . The nobility of Turquejlajt were fo much charmed 
with this young prince, and gave him continually fuch ftrong 
marks of their efteem, that Garftavefchy brother to Aphera~ 
fiab y took umbrage at it, and refolved to have him taken 
off. Siavek) who was a prince of great penetration, dis- 
covered his intention, and forefeeing that in a ftrange coun- 
try it was impoffiblc for him to guard againft fuch attempts, 
he fpoke of it to his wife, who was then great with child, 
and conjured her in cafe he Ihould be murdered, to fend hi» 
fon, if flie fhould be brought to bed of one, into Perfta. A 
fmall time after what he feared came to pafs, he was killed 
by fome affaffins, hired by Garftavefchy who would alfo have 
difpatched his wife, if Piran Viffeb had not luckily entered 
the room and prevented it. Franghiz was afterwards brought 
to bed of a fon, called Key-chofrau*, who in time fucceeded 
his grandfather. The people of Turque/lan were fo much 
grieved for the death of Siavek r that, to fliew their con- 
cern, they mourned in Perfian habits, a cuftom which has e- 
ver fince remained amongft them. The news of the prince 
of Per/ia's death reaching Rujian in his government, he, 
without expe&irig orders, entered Turqueftan with a confix 
derate army, burning and deftroying all the country before 
him. Garfiavefcb raifed a body of troops as foon as he was 
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ment, they were fqen defeated, and Garfiavifch himfelf had 
his head ftruck off by the fword of Rujlan «. The defire 
this hero had to do all the good he could to the family of 
his pupil and nephew Siavek ^ put him upon enquiring for 
his Ion ; but his mother kept him fo effectually concealed, 
that neither his friends nor his foes could find him out, which 
gave Rujlan inexpreflible concern ; fome years after, how- 
ever, Keykaus fent Guiu the fon of Gudarz, a young Perji- 
an nobleman of great capacity, into Turqueftan^ in order to 
difcover his grandfon. Some fay, that Guiu having fought 
the young prince a lqng time in vain, met him by chance 
one day as he was hunting, and, knowing him by the refem- 
hlance he bore of his father, addrefled himfelf frankly to him, 
told him his name and his commiflion. Key-chofrau liftened 
greedily to the propofal made him of retiring into Perfta, but 
defired, that he might carry his mother and Piran Vijfeh, 
the old and faithful friend of his father, with him, that they 
flight be fafc from the attempts of their enemies. This being 
agreed to, all things were concerted fo well, that they quit- 
ted Turquejlan and got fafe into Perjia y little to the fatisfac- 
ti,on of Apheraftabi who was mighty well pleafed with ha- 
ving in his hands the heir of the Per/tan diadem. He ordered 
them immediately to be purfued by fever al roads, but all to 
no purpofe, though they pafled the river Gjeihon in fight of 
their purfuers. On the arrival of Key-chofrau at the court 
of his. grandfather, the face of affairs fuddenly changed ; 
thofe who had been avowed enemies of the prince Siavek 
his father were immediately removed, and Keykaus^ to fhew 
his affe&ion for the young prince, made him generaliffimo 
of his armies, and railed Guiu, who had brought him back, 
to the highlit honours. Thus, who had been no friend to 
Siavek) began to be apprehenfive of the power of Key-chof- 
rau, and therefore took all opportunities of influencing Frai- 
bor%, the fun of Keykaus^ by fuggefting to him, that this 
new-come prince would rob him of the crown of Perfa 9 
which ought by no means to be placed on the head of one 
defcended by the mother's fide from Tour, the implacable e- 
nemy of their name and nation thefe feeds of diflention 
fown, the Perfian court was quickly in diforder, all the no- 
bility taking one fide or other, to the no fmall detriment of 
the affairs of the nation. Keykaus in the mean time was un- 
willing to declare either againft his fon or his grandfon. At 
Jaft, to prevent, as far as in him lay, the inconveniencies 
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that might attend a difputed fucceffion, he refolded to give 
the competitors for the crown a fair opportunity of difplay- 
ing their abilities, and to declare him who had the greateft 
defert his heir. One Bakaman, who had been intrufted 
with the city of Ardebil or Ar devil in the province of Ader- 
bayagjan, had made himfelf prince of that place, and thrown 
off his allegiance to the king of Perfia. Keykaus fent a body 
of troops, under the command of his fon Fraiborz, to inveft 
the town on one Tide, and an equal number under Key-cbofrau 
to fit down before it on the other, informing both the prin- 
ces, when they fet out for their refpe&ive commands, that 
whoever reduced the place, he would declare fucceflbr to 
the throne. Thus, according to his repeated profefiions. of 
friendfhip to Fraiborz, fet out with him for the army, and 
did all that in his power lay to make him matter of Ar devil, 
but to no purpofe j Bahaman^ apprifed of the fiege, had pro- 
vided all things neceflary for a long defence, and was himfelf 
fo confummate an officer, that he triumphed over all the at-* 
tempts of the Perjian army under Fraiborz* Key-cbofrau 
had better fuccefs; the troops commanded by this young 
prince behaved better than thofe under his uncle, infomuch, 
that Babaman^ finding itimpoflible to hold out, furrendered 
Ar devil into his hands. According to agreement therefore, 
when he returned to court, Keykaus declared him heir ap- 
parent of the crown, and thereby put an end to the conten- 
tion which had fo long fubiifted. Some fmall time after this, 
the good old monarch, wearied with the fatigues of royalty, 
retired from the world, and left his grandfon in the poflef- 
fion of the kingdom, after a reign of one hundred and fifty 
years f . 

According to the method we have hitherto purfucd, 
we fhould here take leave of Keykaus** reign. Eut as it i* 
our defign to inform the reader, as far as wc are able, of 
every thing relating to the hiftory of thofe kings wc fpcakof, 
we find ourfelves obliged to take notice here of fome va- 
riations in circumftances, into which the Perfian hiftorians 
have fallen, as to the moft material fa&s reported in the 
hiftory of Keykaus : Thus, as to Saudabab> fome make her 
to have been the daughter of Gherfchiavtfcb brother to A- 
pberaftab'y they fay like wife, that fhe was the mother of Si- 
aveky and that taking fome difguft in his father's court, the 
young prince fled to that of his uncle in Turqucfian, where, 
marrying the daughter of the king, he made himfelf fo con- 

f Mirkhond. Hi ft. ubi fupra. D'Herbklot. Biblioth. O- 
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fiderable, that his grandfather by the mother's fide caufed 
him tm be deftroyed Mirkhond, /peaking of the invafion 
made by Ruftan on ApherafiaV* dominions, in revenge for 
the death of Siavek, mentions one Keydab, the fon of Apher- 
afiab, who commanded the armies of his father, and who 
was flain in fingle combat by Rujian. If there be any fa£t 
in this, then it is probable, that this duel is reprefented in 
the figures cut on the rocky mountain of Nachs-Rujlan, which 
we took notice of in our defcription of Perjia A Perjian 
writer hath taken upon him to aflert, that Keykaus ought to 
be regarded as the Nimrod of the Hebrews , and he will have 
it, that boththefe names fignify the long liver, or the immor- 
tal, adding, that Keykuzi* was fo called becaufe of his ex- 
traordinary long reign, viz. of one hundred and fifty years. 
Mirkhond, like a good hiftorian, reports this fa&, and ob- 
ferves, that fome have ftigmatized Keykaus with building the 
tower of Babel, and attempting to fcale heaven thereby, but 
he fays exprefly, that this ftory is fabulous, and ought not to 
be regarded ; the king of Perjia being a wife and pious 
prince, who knew well, that to afcend to heaven, there was 
jio need of towers. But to proceed in our hiftory 1 (G), 

Key* 

% D'Herbilot. Biblioth. Oriental. Artie. Ghersch ia vbsch. 
* Mir khond. hift. ubi fupra. Univers. Hift. Vol. IV. p. 464. 
1 D'Hekbelot. Bibl'oth. Orient. Artie. Nembrod. 

(G) To prevent the reader's falling into any eronfufion with ref- 
peft to the wars recorded in this hiftory, it may be necefTary to 
obferve, that the Perfians had for their neighbours, under the 
monarchs of the firft and fecond race, on the north- eaft the inha- 
bitants of the extended country of Tour an. We have already fpo- 
ken fo copioufly of the fenfe and derivation of this name, that there 
is no nccefliry for our adding any thing further on that fubjeft ; 
here it is fufficient, that we obferve, the boundaries thereof were 
never well fixed, and that it was always defigned by an inde- 
finite term, as well by the Romans as by the orientals ; the former 
ftiled all the provinces on the other fide that river which they 
call Oxus, the antient Perfians Gjeihon, and the modern Amu, 
Tranfoxatta ; and the orientals cailed the fame provinces Mauar- 
alnuhar, i. c. on the other fi'dc the river (6). This country was in- 
habited by the Turks, properly fo called, whom fome conceive to 
be the fame nation with the Tartars, and that thofe we generally 
call Turks have very little right to that appellation (7). On the 
«aft of Perjia lay the empire of the Indies, then governed by 

(6) D'Heriefot. Biblioth. Oriental. Art. Touran. (7) ffljlo- 
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Key-chofrau or Kai-khofru fucceedcd peaceably to the throne Key-chof* 
of his grand-father, and ftie wed himfelf worthy of that prefe- 
rence which had been given him ; for in the firft place, he 
took care to re&ify all abufes in courts of juftice throughout 
his whole dominions, difplacing all fuch officers as had made 
themfelves odious to the people, and taking every method he 
could devife to put the poor into a condition of earning bread, 
iffuing for this purpofe great fums out of his treafury, and 
giving audience with the greateft eafe to all degrees of people. 
When he found his kingdom in tolerable order, hefummoned 
a grand council of his nobility, wherein having reprefented 

princes who were natives of that country. To the fouth of Per/z* 
lay the peninfula of Arabia y governed by its own kings ; and on 
the weft the territories of Sham or Scbamah, for fo the Per/urns fill- 
ed Syria, and the other dominions of the kings of Nineveh and Ba- 
bylon. Nothing can be darker or more confufed than the accounts 
we have from the Perfian hiitorians of the ftate of their neighbours 
in thofe times of which we are now fpeaking. To us there feems 
lome reafon to doubt, whether the word Khakhan* made ufe of to 
fignify the fupreme monarch of grand Tartary by Mirkbond, was 
really heard of in thofe early times ; it feems more likely, that our 
Perfian hiftorian beftowed that title, which is now frequent, on the 
monarch mentioned by the antient hiitorians to have reigned then 
in thefe parts, in order to familiarize the ftyle of his hiftory to his 
cotemporaries. As the country of Touran bordered as well as Iran 
on the Cafpian fea, and as the Iaft battle fought by Apherafiab hap- 
pened in the plains of Kbuerexm, it was natural enough for him to 
fly into the mountains neareft at hand, in hopes of returning that 
way into Touran ; and when he found the enemy poffeffed of the 
pafles near the mouth of the river Gjsibon, he had no other 
way left than to endeavour to get through the mountains of 
Adeibayagjan y and fo round the Cafpian fea, till he entered 
touran on the north ; in which, however, we need not won- 
der#that he proved unfuccefsful, fince from thofe times to ours, 
no conqueror whatever has had the honour to make that tour with 
his troops, excepting only the Tartar hero Zitijis Khan. From 
the obfervations in this note it will be very plain to the reader, that 
Iran under the reign of this monarch Kcy-chofrau contained very 
nearly the fame extent of country and the fame provinces, which 
are ftill comprehended under the empire of Pet Ra ; and that what- 
ever difference there might be, mull have lain'on the provinces in 
tne well fide of the empire, the bounds of which are not exact- 
ly laid down by the Perfian hiftorians. As to the new kingdom on 
the Perfian gulph e reded in favour of Fraiborz, wc lhall have occa- 
fion to mention it hereafter ; in the mean time let us remark, that 
the fituation of this kingdom proves the extent of Key cbofrau % % 
empire towards the fouth- call to have been pretty near tht fame 
with the prefent $hab*%. 

the 
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the miserable death of his father, and the mighty mifchief* 
which had been done them by the inhabitants of Turquejlan* 
he defired them to fpeak their minds freely, whether it would 
not be for their intereft, as well as for his honour, if an army 
were immediately raifed for the redu&ion of Turquefian* 
They came unanimoufly into this propofal, whereupon Pi- 
ran Vijfeh returned into his own country, from whence, as 
we have heard, he fled with Key-chofrau and his mother. 
The king of Perfect, knowing that without unanimity no war 
could be carried on with any reafonable hopes of fucceft, took 
pains to reconcile himfelf to Thus, and to his uncle Fraiborz^ 
and to fhew that his reconciliation was fincere, he intrufted 
them with the command of thirty thoufand horfe, and fent 
them to open the war by invading the dominion of Turquejian k . 
At their fetting out he (poke to them thus, cc You muft know, 
* 6 That before my father married the princefs Frangbiz my 
<c mother, he had by the daughter of his friend Piran Vijfeh 
" a fon called Ferud. This young man I am informed has 
" at prefent a command in the army of Apheraftab ; but 
*< wherever he is, remember that he is my brother, and that 
« 6 wherever you find him you do him no injury, but render 
* c him all the honours due to fo near a relation of mine". It 
happened unluckily, that the Perfean army no fooner entered 
the country of Turquejian, than Ferud came to reconnoitre 
them at the head of a body of horfe. His fcouts informed 
him, that die Perftans were by fir more numerous than the 
troops under his command ; but he, to fhew his valour, in- 
ftead of retiring, attacked very brifkiy the army under the 
command of Thus, who, as foon as lie underftood that Ferud 
was at the head of the Turks, ordered his forces to retire, and 
prefenting himfelf before the young prince, informed him of 
the order he had received from his brother the king of Perfect . 
Ferud, full of imprudent bravery, would not be perfuaded 
to retire, but caufing the Turkijh horfe to make a frefh at- 
tack, the Perftans repulfed them wkh great (laughter, and 
Ferud, to the mighty regret of the whole army, was found 
dead upon the place K Key-chcfrau received this news with 
great concern, and apprehending that Thus had been in fom<* 
meafure inftrumcntal in his brother's death, he fent orders to 
his uncle Fraiborz to take upon him the command of the ar- 
my, and to fend back Thus a prifoncr, to anfwer in Pcffia 
for his conduit. Fraitorz executed the king's commands ex- 
actly with refpeft to Thus, and then marched farther into Tur- 
quejian, Apheraftab gave the command of the great army h$ 

k Mi rkiionx Hilt. fcft. xiv. 1 D'Herbelgt. Biblioth. 
Orient. Artie. Caichgjraw. 

had 



Chap, t r. The Hijtory of the Perfiani.^ 

had raifcd to Piran Viffeh, the moft experienced of his gefte- 
rab, and who was perfectly acquainted with the Perftan dis- 
cipline* This excellent officer did all that could be expe&ed 
from him, he gave Fraibor% and Gudar fo much trouble, and 
knew fo well how to encamp his troops out of danger of an at* 
tack, that at length the Perfiam were conftrained to retreat, 
not without very confiderable lofs ; Gudar \ who commanded 
in the rear, having no lefs than feventy gentlemen of his own 
family flain ™. The news of this defeat obliged the king to 
take other meafu res; he therefore removed his uncle from the 
command of the army, and gave it to Gudar ^ to whofe va- 
lour and conduit it was owing, that any part thereof efcaped. 
He alfo fent Thus, who had fully juftified himfelf as to the 
death of Ferud, with a reinforcement of troops, in order to en- 
able him to carry on the war. Apherafiab, perceiving that 
the Perfians were refolved to deftroy his empire, called to his 
affiftance the Kka-khan or king of great Tartary and Scbangal 
king of the Indies > and by the help of his confederates pufhed 
the Perfian troops fo clofely, that they being far inferior in 
number were forced to retire into the mountains of Chora- 
fan, where they threw up intrenchments, and fortified their 
camp in the bell manner they could. Key-chofrau, informed 
of their diftrefs, fent orders to Rujian to march with the ut- 
jmoft diligence to their affiftance. That experienced general 
readily obeyed his mafter, and the Perfian army that was be* 
fieged in the mountains, when they heard of his approach, 
made no queftion of carrying the victory. Rujian, as an ear- 
neft thereof, deceived the vigilance of the Turkiji) officers, 
and paffing their advanced guards in the night, entered the 
Perfian camp, before the enemy was aware. The next day 
the moft bloody battle was fought, that hitherto had been feen 
in Perfia. Rujian did wonders, he took prifoner the Kba- 
khan and Kaimus % one of the principal generals in the I'ervice 
of Apberafiab. In the end vidtory declared itfclf for the Per- 
Jsam, and Apherafiab, having loft half his army* was obliged 
to retire with the reft into his own dominions. NotwithftanJ- 
ing this mighty loft, the king of Turquejian meditated new 
invafions, exhaufting his whole country to draw together an 
army fufficient for his purpofe. Key-cbofrau on the other hand 
fet four great armies on foot, the chief of which lay in the 
neighbourhood of Balch, under the command of Gudar. A- 
gainit him Apberafiab fent a detachment of his choiceft troops 
under the command of Piran Viffeh the beft officer in his do- 
minions. The two armies had not long been in the neigh- 

m Mi rk h on d. Hi ft, ubi fupra. DUcaaEtor. Biblioth. Orient. 
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bourhood of each other, before an a&ion enfued, wherein 
Piran VxJJeh was killed and his army beaten. When Gudar 
faw the body of Piran Vijfeh on the ground, he alighted from 
his horfe, and remembering the courtefies that nobleman had 
formerly done to Siavek^ and to Key-chofrau, when a young 
man, he bedewed it with his tears, and took care afterwards 
to fee it interred with all the honours due to fo great and wor- 
thy a man. Of which when the king of Perfia was informed, 
he highly commended his general, and fpoke with very great 
regret of the death of his old friend". Apherafiab, when in- 
formed of this new difafter, fent his fon Schidah to command 
the remains of the army, which he caufed to be reinforced as 
foon as poffible. By this time Key- chofrau was come in per- 
form to his army, and marched at the head thereof, through 
the plains in the neighbourhood of the Cafpian fea. Schidah, 
thinking this a proper place to give battle, advanced with his 
army, and attacked the Perfians with great refolution j but 
his fuccefs was not anfwerable to his valour, for he was kil- 
led in the beginning of the engagement, and all his army cut 
to pieces. The king of Perfia furveying the field of battle, 
and the vaft number of dead bodies which lay thereon, cried 
out aloud, Kbuarefmi-budi i. e. / have feen my defire ; 
whence the plains in which this battle was fought, and the pro- 
vince wherein they lie, received the appellation of Kbuarezm* 
which they ftill retain. Key-chofrau pufhed on the war now 
with the greateft vigour, marching dire&ly towards the ca- 
pital of Turqucjian, whither Apherafeab had retired \ but thifi 
prince not thinking himfelf fafe there, becaufe the people 
murmured loudly at the evils they felt, firft fent away his Ha* 
ram y and then retired himfelf. His wives and children fell a 
fhort time afterwards into the hands of Key-ckofrau, who 
treated them with all imaginable kindnefs and refpe£l ; Aphe- 
rafeab wandered from province to province with a fmall body 
of troops, till being fhutup in the mountains of Aderbayagjan* 
he was at laft taken prifoner, and by the orders of Key-chofrau 
put to death °. Thus ended this long and bloody war, which 
had well nigh exhaufted both empires. After it was finiflied 
Key-chofrau fixed his court at Balch, for the conveniency of 
governing Tour an as well as Iran ; there it was, that feeing 
himfelf in full poffeffion of two great empires, this monarch 
did what none of his predeceflbrs had thought of. He com- 
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{rated all the levies which had been made on Perfia for the 
carrying on the war againft the Turks> and out of the mighty 
treafures which were fallen into his hands, he reftored to eve- 
ry family the amount of the taxes they had paid. He fent for 
his uncle Fratborz^ and after having commended him for his 
fidelity, he erected feveral provinces on the fhore of the Per- 
ftan gulph into a kingdom, and made him fovereign thereof. 
He aflemblcd the nobility of Tour an ^ and having fliewn them 
the folly of hating the inhabitants of Iran y as they had hither- 
to done, he ad vi fed them to confider of ways and means for 
re-eftabli(hing the peace of their country, and allured them 
he would contribute to it as far as lav in his Dower. He then 
marked out the quarters, and fettled the yearly pay of his 
army, took an exact account of the ftate of all the provinces, 
reformed feveral abufes in religion ; and when he had done 
all this, he faid he had reigned long enough for his own glo- 
ry, and that it was now time for him to quit the world, and 
dedicate the reft of his days to God, With this view he in- 
troduced his fucceflbr Lohrafp, into a grand aflembly of the 
nobility, he put the Tagi on his head, and retired himfelf to 
a cell in the defert, having attained to the age of ninety years, 
lixty of which he had pafled upon the throne P. 

What has been above related of the reign of ' .Key-chofrau 
is taken from the beft and moft credible hiftorians, and con- 
nected with all the accuracy in our power \ let us now fee 
'what other remarkable facts have been related of this mo- 
narch, which could not fo well be reduced into the order we 
have followed. With refpect to the decifive battle fought 
againft the king of Turquejlan, fome writers tell us, that it 
was not a general engagement, but that twelve Turks and a& 
niany Perfians fought iri the fight of both armies, which pro- 
vidence decided in favour of the latter ; and this combat is 
Very famous iri oriental romances, where it is generally ftilcd 
Genk duazde Rdkb, i. e* the combat of the twelve heroes. The 
terms on which this combat was fought were thefc ; that if 
the Turks were victorious, the Perfwns fhould own Jphera- 
ftab for their lord, but in cafe the Perfians were fuccefsful, 
then the Turks were to retire into their own country, and fo 
quit all pretentions to Iran 1. Apherafiab complied with the 
agreement, and marched directly back into his own country ; 
but, fay the fame writers, he foon after broke the peace by 
fending his fon with a numerous body of hoi fe to make in- 

* Mi rkhond. Hift. ubi fupra. D'Herbilot. ubi fupra. 
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roads into Perfia. In confequence of which followed the 
battle of Kbuarcz?n> in which they make Apherafiab and his 
brother to hare been prefent. They add, that, after the lofs 
of the battle, Apherafiab, with the remains of his army fled 
into the mountainous countries on the banks of the Cafpian 
fca, intending to pafs if poffible behind it, and fo through the 
extended territories of the Kipjaks into his own dominions ; 
but his efforts were vain, the forces of Key-chofrau furround- 
ing the handful of troops Apheraftab had with him in the 
mountains of Aderbayagjan, fo that he was at laft taken pri- 
foner and put to death r . Mirkhond and the writers we have 
followed do not fay much as to the perfonal bravery of 
Key-chofrau i but there are writers who inform us of a very 
extraordinary act of chivalry performed by this monarch. 
They tell us, that in his reign there appeared in the moun- 
tains, which feparate Irak Agcmi from Pbars, or as we call 
them, Parthia from proper Perfia, a monftrous ferpent, 
which ftruck the people with fuch terror that they abandoned 
their habitations, and left all the adjacent country defolate ; 
this formidable dragon they fiiled Gavfchid. The king, be- 
ing informed of this, relblved like a good prince to go imme- 
diately and deftroy this monfter. Key-chofrau hunted it for 
fome time before he came up with it, but at laft he found it 
in its den in the mountains of Aderbayagjan, and his guards 
flying at the fight of the dragon he attacked it alone, and kil- 
led it with his own hand. On the fpot where this remarkable 
deed was done, a Pyraum or fire-temple was ere&ed, cal- 
led in fucceeding times Deir Gavfchidj i. e. the habi- 
tation of Gavfchid, renowned to this day amongft the 
Perfees, and held by fome to be the firft fire-temple 
erected in Perfia, which however we doubt, if they mean, 
as certainly they do, that it was erected in the reign of 
Key-chofrau f . Though fome writers are filent as to the 
valour of this prince, yet all who treat of his reign expatiate 
loudly of his wifdom and piety. Some believe him a prophet, 
mod acknowledge that heconverfed with the prophets, and 
was in a peculiar manner favoured by the Almighty for the 
great regard he always fhewed towards religion and religious 
pcrfons. During his reign flouriftied Lokman the famous 
philofophcr of the caft, called by way of furname Lokman Al 
Hakim, i. c. Lokman the wife. It would lead us far out of 
our way fl:ou!d we enter here too deeply into the hiftory of 
this extraordinary perfon ; we fhall therefore content our- 

r MiRKHOKD.FIift. ubi fnpra. f DTIerdelot. Biblioth. 
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felves with obferving, that it is generally agreed he was by 
birth an Ethiopian or Nubian? the oriental word Habafchi 
including both, his parents mean, and himfelf fold for a 
Have, and carried from one place to another, till at laft he 
was brought into the land of Ifrael? where he lived under the 
reigns of David and Solomon. The Arabian writers tell us, 
that fleeping in this condition during the heat of the day, the 
angels entered his room and awaked him, with this falutation, 
Lokman? we are the rneffengcrs of God, thy creator and ours, 
who hath fent us to thee to inform thee, that he will make 
thee a monarch and his lieutenant over the whole earth. 
Lokman? after remaining filent for a fmall fpace, returned 
this anfwer : If by the abfolute command of God I am to 
become what you lay, his will muft be fulfilled in all things, 
and I hope, if it comes to pafs, that he will afford me the 
neceflary affiftance of his grace, that I may exactly execute 
his orders ; but if he would give me leave to choofc, I wi/h 
rather to continue in the ftate I am in, and that he would 
prevent me from offending him, without which grace all 
the pomp and grandeur of the world would be to me no 
more than a cumbrous and infupportable load. This, fay 
thefe authors, appeared fo juft in the fight of God, that he 
beftowed on Lokman fuch an excellent linderftanding, that he 
compofed, fay they, ten thoufand apologues, moral maxims, 
and wife fayings, each of them more valuable than the 
whole world. A phrafe implying no more than that they 
are highly ufeful as well as wonderfully fublime. They 
tell us alio, that Lokman ftanding one day in the midft of 
a great number of people, who all liftcned greedily.- to 
his wife and pleafant difcourfes, a Hebrew of great qua- 
lity, afked him, if he was not the black Have whom he 
had feen formerly tending the fheep : Lokman readily an- 
fwered, I am; and how then, faid the nobleman, have you 
attained fo high a degree of virtue ? Why, anfwered Lok- 
man? by thefe three cafy fteps : I have always fpoke the 
truth, I have conftantly kept my word, and I have never 
meddled in any thing which did not concern inc. A Perfim 
poet hath recorded another extraordinary inftancc of Lok- 
man y % prefence of mind ; hismafter font him with fome other 
Haves to gather fruit in hit garden, the reft cat the heft, and 
when his mafter miffed them, they roundly fwore that Lok- 
man eat them whether they would or not. The matter, 
Sir, faid Lokman? is eafily decided; let us all drink heartily 
of warm water, and then let us join hands and »un round; 
his lord commanded the experiment to be immediately made, 
upon which they all fell a vomiting) with this difference, 

S 2 that 
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that they brought up the fruits which they had eaten, and 
Lokman nothing but the warm water. The comment of the 
Perfian poet on this ftory is fo remarkable, that the reader 
will doubtlefs be pleafed to fee it ; " When we lhall all drink 
" of this hot water at our trials, in the day of the laft 
" judgment, then whatever has been concealed in the heart 
" and hidden far from the fight of men, lhall be thrown up 
" in the view of all the world ; and the hypocrite, who ac- 
" quired the reputation of a faint by his diffcmbling, fliall 
" then be covered with fhame and confufion of face. '* 
What we have reported is fufficient to fhew, $hat there is a 
ftrong refemblance between the hiftory of Lehman, as report- 
ed by the eaftern writers, and that of Mfop, as we find it 
written by the Greeks, Both were mean in their original ; 
both flaves through the feverity of fortune ; both famous for 
their wifdom ; and both delivered their maxims in the fame 
manner, that is by way of apologue. But there is a wide 
difference between the times in which, the oriental authors 
Tayi Lokman lived, and thofc wherein the Greeks place M- 
fop. As to the -firft, it is generally allowed, that Lokman 
lived in the reign of Solomon, whereas Mfop is faid to have 
been cotemporary with Crcefm king of Lydia and Solon the 
Athenian legillator. From the hiftory of their lives, and 
from the companion of their fables, there is all the reafon in 
the world to believe, that Lokman and Mfop were the fame 
perfon ; the difficulty feems to lie here, whether the Greeks 
ftole him from the orientals, or whether the orientals took 
him from the Greeks. It feems moft natural to believe the 
former, fince in fuch cafes the Greeks are known to have 
been notorious thieves, and to have altered every point of ,an- 
tient hiftory they were able to their own advantage. Be- 
fides the apologue was certainly the favourite mode of teach- 
ing in the eaft, long before that or any other kind of learn- 
ing was known to the Greeks j after all, this is but conjec- 
ture, which we offer to the reader's confideration rather than 
his Belief, The chief reafon why Lokman is fo much conft- 
dcred in the eaft is, becaufe Mohammed has mentioned him 
in terms of refpedt in the Koran, and has affirmed, that God 
beftowed on him the gift of extraordinary wifdom 
His fables, which are far from being numerous, have been 
printed in Arabic and Latin at Ley den, fo that Europe is now 
no ft ranger ro the wifdom of that famous perfon u . But to 
return to Key-chtfrau he is reported to have been himfelf a 



1 Koran. Sor Lokman. » D'Hhrdblot. Biblioth. 
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very wife and very learned prince, as well as remarkably 
pious. He was very fortunate throughout his reign, and yet 
he was fo little exalted by an uninterrupted feries of good for- 
tune, that he not only refigned the crown, and retired into 
the deferts on the Ikirts of the province of Aderbayagjan^ but 
left alfo this remarkable memento to all his fucceflbrs, by 
caufing it to be engraved in one of the rooms of his pa- 
lace w. (H). 

Wi 

Mirkhond. hift.fe6t.xiv. D'Herbelot, Art. Caichos- 

RAU. 

(H) It is very fit that we fhould give an account in this noto 
what our reafons were for infer ting the life of Lokman in the Per* 
Jian hiftory. Not to trouble the reader with too long a detail, we 
fhaU acquaint him with no more than two. Firft, Lokman wrote 
in the Per Jian language, as is generally agreed , and as the learned 
editor of his fables in Holland pofitively affirms (8). 2dly, It is 
from Per jian writers that we have the beft and fulleft accounts of 
Lokman' 's life and manners, and as they conftantly fpeak of him as 
cotemporary with Key-chojrau^ the third king of their fecond dy- 
nafty, it was but juft, that we mould infert his memoirs under that 
reign. Having thus juftified our fpeaking qf Lokman here, let us 
be indulged a few thoughts on fable, and on the high reputation 
which this author has obtained from his writings 'in that way. It 
is univerfally agreed, that the Apologue was one of the moil an- 
tient methods of inftru&ing, and of confequence that, it was invent- 
ed in the eaft, where indeed all kinds of fcience took birth. That 
this mode of teaching was far elder than Lokman 's days, admitting 
that he lived where the oriental writers have placed him, we know 
from the facred writings. And that this method was long, if it 
be not ftill, cultivated in the eaft, is a point fo notorious, that we 
need not undertake its proof. Bifliop Patrick has advanced a ve- 
ry ingenious, though it may be no very folic!, opinion in relation 
to the rife and decay of fable. He fays, that it was invented in 
early times, when mankind were as yet rude, and hiftories un- 
written ; that as thefe came into vogue fable declined, becaufe 
truth being always preferable to falfehood, men chofe rather to 
appeal to fafts which had happened, than to fuppofe things which 
might never come to pafs (9). But, with the bifhop's good leave, 
the other fide of the argument may be taken, and fupported with 
greater force ; for points of hiftory are very feldom exactly agreed 
on in all their circuinftances, and confequently can hardly ever be 
fimilar one to another ; whereas fables, which arc indeed repre- 
sentations of fafts without names, may be adjuftcd to the utmoft 

(8) Pre/at. Erpen. Locm. FabuL (9) Vid. Preface to bis 

faraphrafe on the Proverbs, 

nicety, 
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We ought not to value our/elves too much on our exaltation 
above the ordinary rank of men, fince we are no more fecure of 
*ur crowns than they of their ejiates ; that which defcended 

from 

nicety, and confequently arc able to ftrike with far greater vi- 
gour than any hiftory applied. We will give an inftance which 
will effe&ually fupport what we fay. Might not Nathan the pro- 
phet, when he reproved David for taking the wife of Uriah, 
have eafily bethought him of fome hiftory, which would very 
nearly have reprefenced the cafe of that prince ; but will any man 
fay, that a le&ure frem hiftory would have penetrated the foul 
of David with fo lively a forrow as N.itban* noble application of 
his parable, Thou art the man (io)P Fables fhew us truth in an 
eafy natural light, and the mind having thus confented to a doc- 
trine propofed, the underftanding. afterwards applies; and we 
learn with the greater eafe, becaufe we do not difcern the teacher. 
But to return to Lokman, his fame is fo great and fo univerfal 
throughout the eaft, that to exprefs an high idea of any man's 
wifdom, they are wont to fay, as the learned Erpenius exprefTes it. 
Non necejfe eft docere Loemanum, There is no need of teaching Lok- 
man ( \ i ) . His fables were doubtlefs almoft without number, 
but the colleftion we have of them is not large ; Sir John Char* 
din has printed a French tranflation of them, which agrees- exa&Iy 
with the Arabic and Latin verfions above referred to ; we call them 
verfions, becaufe, as we obferved before, Lokman wrote originally 
in Perfian ; and at this day, Sir John Chard'in teHs us, this nation 
is fo fond of them, that they are the firft things they teach their 
children, and fpare no pains to make them enter into and compre- 
hend their meaning. An inftance or two may not be unacceptable 

(12). 

The Boy in the River. 

•• A little boy went one day into a river, and, not having learn- 
#< ed to fwim, had like to have been drowned ; feeing a man at 
a diftance he called out to him for help: the man, as foon as he 
faw the lad's diftrefs, began to expollulate with him on the 
folly of going into a river before he had learned to fwim : 
the boy inftead of anfwering him, cried out, Save me, fave me, 
€t and then chide as long as you will" 

The Smith and bis Dog. 



tl 

41 

4C 



" An honeft fmith had a dog that flept all the while his mafter 
u was at work ; but as foon as he left off and fat down with his 
** companions to dinner, the dog waked, and folicited him for 

(10) 2 Samuel, c xii. (u) Prafat. Erpeti. Locman. Fab. 

f. 7. (.12) Qhar din. Voyag, torn, in. p. 227. 

" meat » 
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from feveral monarchs U me will defcend^ when I am gone, ts 
feveral others \ who then would be proud of what is uncertain 

in itfelfy and cannot at bejl laji long ? 

Lohrafp, or Loborajb, was the fucceffor of Key-chofrau> Lo 

and his near relation j that prince having no heirs male. The 

* £ meat ; Worthlefs animal, faid the faith, hew canfi thou fleep a- 
• ' midfl the noife of hammers which /hake ike <very earth, and yet 
€i wake at the wagging of one^s jaws, which fcarce make any noife 
«< at all?" 

The Goofe and the Swallow. 

" The Goofe and the Swallow entered into a league of friend- 
" Ihip, and refolved to live together. They came unluckily to a 
" place where the fowlers were watching ; the Swallow, as foon 
" as Ihe faw them, flew away, but the poor goofe not being able 
*« to make ufe of her wings, was taken and killed. 1 y 

The paffage in the Jl Koran, referred to in the text, is the whole 
xxxift chapter, which therefore bears the title of Lokman. Ma- 
hammed fpeaks in his own perfon at the beginning thereof, vehe- 
mently declaiming againft irreligious perfons and idolaters, fuch 
efpeeially a$ defpifed the Koran, and lived in the errors of their 
fathers ; he then makes God fpeak thus : " We infpired know- 
" ledge into Lokman, and taught him to give God thanks ; he that 
" returneth thanks to God for his graces doth good to his foul, 
" for God hateth the ungrateful, and praife is in all places due to 
** him. Remember, thou, that Lokman faid to his fon, O ! my 
" fon, believe not that God hath equals ; it is an exceeding great 
*' fin ; we have commanded man to honour his father and his mo- 
" ther, his mother bringeth him forth with forrow, and weaneth 
" him at two years old ; be not thou forgetful of God's benefits ; 
M honour thy father and thy mother, for thou lhalt one day be 
" judged before God." The reft of the chapter contains a great 
many excellent admonitions, all of which are put into the mouth 
of Lokman, and confequently fhew how high this phiJofopher flood 
in the opinion of Mohammed. To fay the truth, he was a ve- 
ry artful perfon, and took care never to run counter to popular o- 
pinions, where it might be avoided. The character of Lokman 
was too well eftablifhed to be overturned by him, and therefore ha 
very wifely reprefented him as one who had long ngo taught the 
feme doctrines which he now fought to recommend. Hence, how- 
ever, it has come to pafs, that fome commentators on the Koran 
have taught that Lokman was a prophet, though others underfland 
what Mohammed fays of that Sage's having only the gift of Teach* 

mg (ij). 

(13) D* Her Met. Biblecth Orient. Jrt. Loman* 

atrtbora 
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authors who have recorded the principal events, which hap- 
pened under the reigns of the feveral princes of the firffc 
and fecond race, differ in no part of their accounts fo much 
as where they fpeak of the actions of this prince. For the 
reader's eafe as well as our own, we will fir ft give, as fuc- 
cinftly as we can, the ftory of this monarch's reign, accord- 
ing to Mirkhond, and we fhall afterwards fet down fuch va- 
riations as feem of greateft importance, affixing the authors 
names from whom they are taken. Lohrafp was either nephew 
to king Key iaus or his brother, and was the next heir male of 
the royal line. He was elected king, and not without confider- 
able oppofition; his temper was known to be fevere and 
haughty, the grandees therefore were many of them for put- 
ting the fceptre int© a milder hand ; and at the head of this 
faction was Zal-zer the father of Rujlan \ hut their cabals 
were vain, Lohrafp carried it in fpite of them all, and was 
declared king. As foon as he was feated on the throne he 
determined with himfelf to raife his reputation, and to ex- 
tend his empire by making war on both fides thereof 5 in 
confequence of this refolution, he fixed his court at Batch, 
and took all pofTible methods for putting every thing in the 
beft order in the eaftern provinces of Iran. He fent in the 
mean time his general Gudarz with a puiflant army into Sba- 
mah or Syria, with orders to reduce the whole of that large 
country under his power. Gudarz effe&ually anfwered his 
matter's expectation ; he conquered all Syria as far as Da- 
mafcus % and alfo Palejline, with the famous city of Jerufa- 
lem, called by the Perfians* the Habitation of the faints. 
The reigning king " of the Jews fubmitted and promifcd 
to pay tribute, for which he put as hoftages into the hands of 
the Perfian general feveral perfons of quality, whom Gudarz 
quickly afterwards caufed to be flain ; this provoked the Jews 
to a rebellion, and gave Gudarz the opportunity he wanted 
of facking Jerufalem, where he treated the inhabitants with 
inexpreffible cruelty j and having loaded his foldiers with 
riches he retired, qnd carried into Perfia with him a vaft 
number of captives. King Lohrafp had two fons, the eldcft 
called Gujhtafp, the younger named Zaris ; the former was 
of a fierce haughty difpofition, but was at the fame time war-* 
like, and of great abilities : this young prince drew in many, 
who were defirous of novelty, to join with him rn a rebellion 
againft his father, in which he had at firft fuccefs, and gained 
over to him a very confiderable party ; but Lohrafp, having 
drawn together all his friends, and having alfo done every 
thing in his power to engage the people to his fervice, march- 
ed fo brifldy-agawft his fen, that; Gujbtafp 9 * adherents, fear- 
ing 
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ing the fortune of the day in cafe of a battle, abandoned him 
by degrees, which he obferving began immediately to pro- 
vide for his own fafety, by retiring into Turquejtan in fodif- 
treffed a condition, that he lived even at :hat court unknown 
and unfufpe<5led. Here, by a very odd accident, he married 
the daughter of the reigning prince. It was it feems a cuf- 
tom in that country, that whenever the king had a jnind to 
difpofe of a daughter in marriage, public notice was given, 
and the people affembled in great numbers in an open court, 
where being difpofed into the beft order .the place would al- 
low, the king entered with his daughter, one of whofe hands 
was held in his, and in the other £he had a golden apple, en- 
riched with precious ftones ; when they were advanced into 
the middle of the place, the king let go his daughter's hand, 
and flie, after walking round, and obferving every body di- 
ligently, beftowed her apple and herfelf on the man fhe liked 
bell. It happened not long after Gujhtafp's arrival in Tur- 
quejian^ that the king determined to marry his cldeft daugh- 
ter, and having brought her out into the court after the man- 
ner before defcribed, fhe, after looking a little about her, 
gave her apple and her perfon to this unknoivn. The gran- 
dees of Touran were inexpreffibly vexed at feeing themfelves 
defpifed by the princefs for a ftranger, whom they fuppofed 
of no birth. They therefore engaged the king to make a 
law, that for the future the princefles of Touran fhould have 
their choice only out of people of high quality, that the royal 
line might not be drawn into contempt. The king had frill 
two daughters as remarkable for their beauty as their birth ; 
thefe were demanded in marriage by the two fons of a neigh- 
bouring and potent prince, to whom the king of Touran made 
no fcruple of promising them on this condition, that they re- 
duced under his obedience two lords who had revohed, and 
who committed great devaftations throughout all Touran. 
The young princes, confidering the difficulty of this raflc, 
had recourfe to Gujhtajp^ of whofe prowefs they had feen 
frequent proofs, and engaged him to be afliftant therein. 
GuJJ)ta/py as foon as he had undertaken to fcrve them, ap- 
pointed a hunting-match, and invited the two brothers to be 
of the party ; he alfo brought to the chace a fmall body of re- 
folute friends. When they were aflemblcd he let them into 
his project, which was to go immediately to a certain cattle, 
where he was informed the two rebel lords had an interview, 
and to ftorm it before they could have any intelligence of 
their expedition ; this was immediately agreed to, and in- 
ftantly carried into execution. Gujirtafp entered the place 
Vol V. T iirft 
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fir ft himfelf, and having fcized the rebels, put them into the 
hands of the two princes, who conducted them to court, and 
prefented them to the king. The Turkljh monarch was pro- 
digioully plcafed with this Teat of arms, and very readily made 
good his promife to the princes, by giving them his daughters 
in marriage. A few days after he caufed great feafts to be 
celebrated, and appointed public tournaments, wherein 
Gujlrtafp behaved himfelf in fuch a manner that he carried 
the glory of the day from all who were prefent. The king, 
who had hitherto ihewed him but little countenance, fpoke 
to him on this occafion very kindly, and gave him the higheft 
praife. Gu/ljfafp took this opportunity of faying, that if he 
had excelled in combats that were not in earneft, he had like- 
wile been of fome ufe in quelling the difturbers of the public 
peace. Thisftiuck the king's mind, who eafily comprehend- 
ed the meaning, and, having diligently fought out the truth, 
made Gujhtafp henceforward his favourite. It is to be ob- 
ferved, that after the conqueft of Tour an by Key-chofrau 9 
though the people were left to live under their own laws and 
their own princes, yet they were obliged to own the fupe- 
riority of the monarchs of Iran, and to pay them a confider- 
ablc tribute. Gujhtafp perfuaded his father-in-law that this 
was at once difhonourable and needlefs, and therefore ad- 
vifed him to throw off the yoke by refufing tribute, and by 
making preparations for and declaring war againft Lohrafp j 
in cafe he fliould difpute his independency. This Gujhtafp 
did to be revenged of his father, and from ah apprehenfion, 
that if he was ever difcovered, the nobility of Touran in a 
time of peace would certainly deliver him up. Lohrafp was 
exceedingly furprifed at the arrival of the lurkijh ambaflador 
in his court ; he treated him however, with great civility, 
and endeavoured to get out of him the true fource of thefe 
extraordinary proceedings. The ambaflador at firft thought; 
to put him off with trivial anfwers, but on the king's prefling 
him, he acknowledged at laft, that a certain ftranger, who 
had married his matter's daughter, was the true author of all 
tin's mifchief. Lohrafp no fooner heard this, than he guefled 
it was his foil, and immediately difpatched a meffenger to en- 
quire privately whether it was foor not; as foon as he was 
certain, that this new and dangerous enemy of his was his fon 
Guj))taj'pi he took at the fame time a moft ftrange and moft 
generous rcfolution, which was to fpare his people at the ex- 
penee of his crown. He found he was grown old, he faw the 
ambition of his fon was to be fatisfied with nothing lefs than 

the diadem \ and aa he knew he was brave and wife, though 

undutiful 
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undutiful to him, he determined to reftgn to him his domi- 
nions ; and in order to this he fent his younger fon Zaris with 
the Tagi 9 or enfign of the royal dignity in Perfia, to his bro- 
ther in Turquejlan. Zaris took care to give his brother pri- 
vate notice of his arrival ; Gujhtafp went immediately to pay 
him a vifit, and being "informed of his father's refolution, 
accepted the Tagl or Tiara, and caufed himfelf to be folemn- 
ly proclaimed king of Perfia. His father-in-law was at firft 
prodigioully difturbed, conceiving, that there was fome trea- 
son againft him in thefe proceedings, but when he found that 
things were really as they had been reprefented, he was over- 
joyed to the higheft degree ; and the nobility of Touran came 
in crowds to pay their compliments to the new king of Per- 
fia. Thefe ceremonies over, Gujhtafp took leave of his father- 
in-law, and with his wife Karathun fet out for his own do- 
minions, carrying with him a grand retinue and a confider- 
able number of camels loaded v/ith riches. Lohrafp received 
his fon with all the marks of tendernefs and joy ; Gujhtafp 
retained him at court for many years, and did nothing with- 
out his advice 5 at laft the good old man withdrew to lead a 
folitary life, to meditate on the vanities of this world, and 
to contemplate the wifdom and goodnefs of God. A fhort 
time after he died, having firft fent for his fon, and given 
him in his laft moments the mod falutary counfels, in rclpcct 
to his own glory and the good of his people. This Lohrafp 
was firnamed Balki* i. e. the Balchian, becaufe he refided 
moftlyat Balk or Balch, one of the moft antient cities in his 
dominions p . 

It mull be owned, that the foregoing account taken from 
Mirkhond is by no means agreeable to what other Pcrftan 
authors have written on the lame fuhjc£L In two of the 
moft celebrated hiftories of this people we find it recorded, 
that Lohrafp was the grandfon of Keykobad^ and that he was 
oppofed by the Perfian nobility, not for his cruelty or pride, 
as Mirkhond fuggefts, but becaufe his father and himfelf had 
led their lives in privacy, whence it was believed, he had not 
the capacity of reigning; it is alfo faid that he was the firft 
Perfian monarch who ena&cd martial laws, and obliged his 
troops to live like the reft of his fubje&s, according to the 
rules of equity and jufticc, and not as they had hitherto dv.ne 
at free quarter, and in contempt of both. He allowed his 
general officers and governors of provinces to give audLncc 
on a tribunal, raifed one ftory from the ground, and railed 

p Mirkhond. Ilift. Sett, x\ r . 
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round about, referving to himfelf only this diftin&ion, that 
he had a carpet or cloth of ftate thrown before his footftool. 
Wc are likewife told, that the name of the general fent by 
this prince to invade Syria and Palejline was Raham^ and that 
he was furnamed by the Perftans Bakhtalnajfar y from whence 
the Hebrews framed the name of Nebuchadnezzar , and the 
Greeks Nebu>hidonofor. We have alfo on the fame authority 
the hiftory of Gujhtafp's flight, marriage, and fucceflion to 
the throne of Perfia ; but we are likewife told what little 
agrees with Mirkbond's hiftory, that Lobrafp, within a fliort 
time after he refigned the throne, was befieged in the city of 
Balcb by Arjafp, nephew of Apberafiab the famous Turkijh 
monarch, who, after the town fell into his hands, caufed the 
old king of Pcrfia to be nut to death, after he had reigned 
120 years * (1). Kb<ndem'r 9 the famous Perftan hiftorian, 
differs not only from Mirk bond, but the writers laft cited ; 
he fay?, that Lohrafp was the fon of Key knits'* brother, and 
that h-j was elected on account of his extraordinary virtue; 

* Leetarik. Tar ik. Montefceb. 

{ I) We have already fpoken of Mlrkhond from whom the greateft 
part of our hiftory is taken ; here therefore let us give the reader 
a flhoi t account of the two hiltories, mentioned in the text, and 
their authors, that he may be able to judge in fome meafure of the 
credit due to each. Tarikb Montekheb is the Turkijb name of a 
tranflation of a Perftan hiftory, ftiled in that language Tarikb Khozi- 
dd\ i.e. the chofen chronicle y written originally in Perjianverfe, and 
afterwards reduced into profe by its author Ham da I lab Ben Abi- 
bckr Ben Ahmed Ben Najfer A I Mufloufi a I Cawvini, i. e. native of 

the city of Casbin. It contains a general hiftory from the creation 
to A. H. 730 ( 14'.. The book commonly cited under the title of 
Lcbtarik is properly called Lobb Al Taovarikb y i. e. the marrow of 
bifiories ; it was written, in the Per fan language, by Jabia Ben 
Jbdallathif Al Caxsuini ; it is divided into four books ; the firft 

containing the life of Mohammed and the twelve Imams; the fe- 
cond the lives and reigns of the kings who governed before the in- 
troduction of MoLtmmeJifm ; the third the hiftory of the reign- 
ing family in Perfia ; the fourth an uriiverfal hiftory of the 
dynailies prior to Mohammed: it comes down to A S H. 948, the 
author dying in 960, or in the year 1552, according to our ac- 
count 15). 



f r 4) WHcrbclot Biblioib. Orient. Art. Tarikb. Kbodzideb. (15) 
DJijrbeht. Bibliotb. Orient. Art. Lobb. ALTaoverikb. 

according 
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according to him it was Gudarz who conquered Palejline % 
and was furnamed by the Perjians Bakht-Najfar ; which fur- 
name has occafioned fuch confufion among the Hebrew and 
Greek writers. As to the flight of Gujhtafp* this writer fays, 
that he retired to the court of a certain Greek prince, where 
he married the king's eldeft daugther, called by him Ke- 
naioam y and who, as he tells the ftory, prefented him pub- 
licly with an orange, which is plainly fubftituted for the golden 
apple. Inftead of the two rebellious lords he fpeaks of two 
terrible monfters, that this Grecian prince, whoever he was, 
infifted fhould be killed by thofe who pretended to the young 
princefies who were ftill unmarried. 

The firft of thefe was a furious ferpent, which had its 
den in a wood fo very thick, that it was thought almoft im- 
poffible to penetrate it, in order to combat this deftru&ive 
animal : the other was a lion prodigioufly fierce, which tra- 
verfed the plain country, and tore to pieces all he met with, 
whether of human kind or cattle. Two of the chief princes 
of Greece, who were pretenders to the daughters of the king 
in whofe court Gujhtafp lived, were quite abifhed at thefe 
propofals, defpairing of the conqueft of the monfters, and 
confequently of the princefies. However, they informed 
Gujhtafp of the anfwer the king had given them. Gujhtafp 
readily offered them his affiftance, and accordingly attacked 
the monfters, killed them both, and gave all the honour of 
thefe extrardinary feats of chivalry to the two Greek princes, 
which procured for them the wives they defired. Some time 
after this, Gujhtafp growing a little into the king's favour, 
that prince afked him one day how he pafled his time ; GuJ/j- 
tafp anfwered that he fometimes went a hunting, and that 
lately, as he was taking that divcrfion, he killed two extraor- 
dinary creatures j the king immediately underftood what he 
meant, and, having caufed the matter to be thoroughly en- 
quired into, found that Gujhtafp had flain the monfters, 
upon which he immediately made him his chief miniftcr as 
well as favourite ; and at his perfuafion refufed to pay the 
king of Pcrfia that tribute which he was wont to lend him 
yearly, and alfo to declare war againft him, Lohrafp being 
informed of this immediately conceived it was his (on who 

J 

had influenced this king to fuch bold proceedings, and there- 
fore, inftead of providing for the war, he fent his younger 
fon with the tiara, or royal diadem of Perfta y to Gujhtafp as 
a pledge of his fricndlhip, and a certain fign that he intended 
him for his fucceffor. On his return to his father's court, 
continues our author, the venerable old man went out to 

meet 
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meet him, kiffed his feet according to the Per/tan cuftom in 
fubmitting to a fovcrcign ; and, after tenderly embracing him, 
placed the crown upon his head with his own hands ; after 
which he retired from the world to lead a rcclufe life at 
Balch, where he was killed. The prophets Jeremiah, Da- 
niel y zwdEfdras, were his coteniporaries r . If we may be- 
lieve the eloquent author of the Shah Nameb, or Royal Chro- 
nicle, Balch, at the time Lohrafp refigned the kingdom to his 
fon Gufotafp, was efteemed by the Perftans as the Holy 
City, the fountain of their religion, and the place worthieft 
of their efteem, as Mecca is now by the Mohammedans ; on 
this account therefore, Lohrafp made it the place of his a- 
bode, where laying aftde his royal robes he put on the habit of 
a prieft, applying himfelf wholly to devotion, in imitation 
of his prcdeccfTor Gjemfchid for the fpace of thirty years 
till he was flain, as will be hereafter related in a cloifter of 
his own building which he called Nau-babar, i. e. the neiu 
firing f . 

GuJJjtafp or Kifchtofp, the fon of Lohrafp, fucceeded his 
father with general applaufe ; he was a prince of great ftrength 
and a&ivity of body, of great wifdom and extraordinary abi- 
lities of mind. He leaving Balch to his father, went to refid,e 
at the antient metropolis of the kingdom IJlachr, i. e. cutout 
of the reck, which he adorned with many fine flructures, and 
reigned there in peace and glory about thirty years ; at the 
end of that fpace, there appeared in his dominipns a very ex- 
traordinary perfon, who took upon himfelf the character of a 
prophet, and declared, that he wasfent by God to teach fuch 
as would liften to him the right way ; this perfon was the 
Zoroajlres of the Greeks, and the Zerdufit of the Perftans. 
But as the hiifory of this famous perfon is of very great con- 
fequence, we have found it necefTary, to prevent confufion, 
to detach it from the reign of Gujhtafp, and to deliver what 
hath been co]k<3cd of this wonderful man, by authors of all 
nations, in a regular narration, with all the candor and im- 
partiality we are matters of. 

r Kiiondemir. in Khelaffat. Al Akbar. f Phirdausi in 
ShahNamch. Hyde. Relig. veter- Pcrfar. c. xxiii, p. 302. 
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<e Life of Zoroaftres, Zoroafter, or Zerdullit: extraft- 
ed as well from Greek and Latin, as Oriental hiftorians. 

F to be famous after death can afford any joyful fenfation 
to the immortal fpirit, that of this man, whether prophet, 
impoftor, or philofopher, muft needs receive high fatisfaft- 
ion from the wide extenfion of his fame, which has been diffu- 
fed throughout the whole learned world, and fubfifted even to 
lateft ages. The Greeks^ who were very inquifitive after the 
inventers of fcier.ce, amongfr the nations whom they ftile 
Barbarians, and from whom notwithftanding they drew all 
the learning they had themfelves, have written fo confufedly, 
and fo obfeurely, concerning Zoroaftres, that it is hard to 
know how many famous men bore this name, when they lived, 
or for what they were eminent. Arnobius is thought to have 
reduced them to four, but fuch is the misfortune of all who 
have written about Zoroajler, that the fenfe of this very pafT- 
age is difputed, fome affirming, that J mob i us fpeaks but of 



TLoroaft 



However, 



(KJ In the text we have mentioned a paffage from Arnobius f 
which has been very differently underftood. This Arnobius was a 
rhetorician, and the mafter of the famous LaSantius ; being con- 
verted to the chriftian faith, he wrote a large work in a declama- 
tory flyle againft the Gentiles, wherein there are many things con- 
tained of high ufe in refpe£l to the hiftory of learning among the 
antients ; for tho", as a chriftian, he wrote but indifferently, thefe 
books being compofed foon after his converfion, and before he was 
well inftrufted in the faith ; yet as to heathen learning he was a greac 
proficient therein ; and his authority in fuch a cafe as this, muft have 
confequently confidcrable weight. The paffage, which has been 
fo differently interpreted, runs thus ; Age mine weniet quis fuper ig- 
ncam zonam magus interior e ab orbc Zoroaftres, Hermippo \ut affentia- 
mur authori : Baftrianus £ff ille convcrict cujtis Cicjias res geftas 
hiftoriarwn exponit in frimo ; Armcnius He ft axis nepos, & familiaris 
Pampbiliu s Cyri (16). Pa tr 'tcius , the fa m o u s co 1 1 c & o r o f the Zoro- 
aftrian oracles (17), Gabriel Naude, a man of diftingui/hed learn- 
ing ( 18), and Kircber, who well underftood thefe things (19), be- 
lieve, that Arnobius mentions here four Zoroafters, the fir ft a Chal- 
dean ; the fecond a BaSirsan ; the third a Pampbylian ; the fourth 
an Armenian. Salmajius will needs have the text read thus (20) ; 

(16) Declam. cont. Gentcs. (\ 7) Comm. fitp Orac. Zaroaft. 
(18; Apolog. pour les Grand Ibmrnes, &c. (19) Obel. Pamfhih 
(zo) Exercitat. Plm* 

Age 
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However, four was certainly not too large a number; fince 

authors undoubtedly mention many more. Of thefe we fhall 

fpeak 

Age nunc <veniat qu.tfo per igneam to nam ma* us interior e ab orbe Zoro- 
aftres, Hermippo & affentiamur auftori % BaSirianus, £ff tile conueniat, 
cujus Ctefeas res gejlas biftoriarutn exponit in prima, Armenius, Ho ft anil 
nepos, £sf familiaris Pampbilus CyrL It is evident by thefe alterar- 
ons, that Salmafius has got rid of one Zoroafter, though one would 
jhink he has introduced another ; fince of the the three Zoroafiers 
which he admits to be fpoken of in this paffage, the firfl is faid to 
be an Ethiopian, or one coming from a country near the torrid 
Zone, for fo Salmajius expounds per igneam Zonam £ff ab interiore 
orbe, which* Ethiopian or Libyan Zoroafter Hermippus makes a Bae- 
trian ; th* fecond Jrmenius, nephew of Hoftanes, of whofe aclions 
Ctefeas gives us an account in the firft book of his hiftory ; the third 
named Pampbilus, friend to Cyrus. Urfinus, from the fame words, 
as pofitive, that Arnobius mentions but two, exploding the Ba&ri- 
an Zoroafter of Hermippus, and fhewing from Ctefeas that Zoroa- 
fter wis not fo antient as Eudoxus fancied, but that he lived in the 
time of Cyrus (2 i). We are afraid our readers are already fatigued 
enough with thefe dry refearches as to the Zoroafter of the Greeks ; 
we hope, however, they will have patience enough to hear what 
we have to offer by way of apology for this profofion of quotati- 
ons, ©f which in the other parts of this Perfian hiilory we have 
been as fparingas poffible.. Our reafons are thefe; firft, in order 
to gain any credit for the hiilory of Zerdujht, as written by ori- 
ental authors, there was a nccefftty of deftroying the credit which 
has been fo long given to the Greeks ; and to do this, the befl and 
fhorteft method was to fhew what the Greeks had faid, and what 
from their writings the mod able of their difciples had been able 
to collect, which we 'prefume to fay is very little or nothing. 2dfy f 
We thought it necefTary to Ihew the reader, that in order to make 
fome fenfe of the varying flories of the antients in relaiion to Zoro- 
after, who by the way is called by a greater variety of Greek names, 
than he is in the oriental languages, though in them, as we have 
fhewn, the orthography of this name is far from being fettled ; 
I fay, we thought it convenient to fhew, that feveral Zoroafters 
have been fuppofed, in order to the diftribution of the feveral (lo- 
ries about him. After all, the candidates for the honours bellow- 
ed on the true Zoroafter may be reduced to two, the Chaldean and 
the Perfian, and the very ingenious Mr. Stanley has, with great im- 
partiality, divided thefe honours between them. But, thirdly, 
our hiflory of Zerdujbt will fet this matter in its true light, by fhew- 
ing, that there is in reality but one Zoroafter. If it be enquired, 
how the Chaldean magi came to derive themfelves and their doftrinea 
from this Perfian \ and how this is to be reconciled to that chrono- 



(21) /;/ Zoroafi, 
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fpeak as fuccindtly as we can ; the firft is thought to have 
been a Chaldean, Suidas calls him an Affyrian, and fays alfo, 
that he was ftruck dead by fire from heaven c . It is very proba- 
ble, that this is the fame Zoroa/ler fpoken of by Dion Cbry- 
fojlom, and faid to have appeared in fire u . The fecond was 
a BaSfrian and a king, whom Jujiin and the authors who 
follow him make cotemporary with Ninus the Affyrian, by 
whom he was vanquifhed in battle and flain x . He is reputed 
to have been the inventerof magic, and is faid by Arnobius 
to have contefted with Ninus, not only with fteel and ftrength, 
but by magical force and the occult feiences of the Chaldeans T. 
The third was a Perfian, as Laertim informs us z . Clemens 
Alcxandrinus ftiles him a Afede*, Suidas a Perfo-mede b ; but 
they all fpeak darkly and ambiguoufly. The fourth was a 
Pamphylian, commonly called Er, r or Erus Armenius : con- 
cerning this Zoroa/ler Clemens Alexandrinus quotes Plato, 
affirming that he began a book thus : " This wrote I Zoro- 
" after Armenius, by defcent a Pamphylian 9 dying in war, 

1 Sub voce foolf-fift. u Orat. Borifth. * lib. i. f Decl. 
contra. Gent. 2 La ert. in Prooem. a Clem. Alex. Strom. 

lib. i. b In vocibus Meiym 'Ar^vop'a & Zupoctrps*;' 

logy, which hitherto ha? been approved by all the learned, and 
fets the Chaldean Zoroafter far higher* We lhall anfvvc, that in 
the firft place we are not accountable for the miftakes of others, 
the Greek writers knew not what to call him, or where to place 
him ; for, as Mr. Stanley juftly obferves, u the fame name it is, 
*' which fome call Zabratis, others Nazara/as, others Zares, others 
" Zaran 9 others Zaradas ; all which are but feveral corruptions 
" from the Chaldee or Perfian word, which the Greeks moft gene- 
" rally render Zoroafter (22)". What certainty can be expeded 
from fuch writers ? But then, fecondly, left: this mould feem an 
evafive anfwer, we Pledge, that Ztroafter was not the inftitutor of 
the magi, nor the author of a new religion, which we (hall Ihortly 
prove at large ; and this, as we conceive, occafioned the great con- 
fufion about Zoroafler ; it was a received opinion, that he was the 
founder of magifm ; it was eafily difcoverable, that magifm was as 
antient as the days of Abraham^ and that it was the religion of GW- 
Area ; it was natural enough therefore, for fuch as looked upon 
Zoroafter to be the infti tutor of the magi an dofirines, to fay with 
aflurance, that he lived in thefe times, but then ; difcovcring from 
the Perfian records at what time he truly lived, they chole, rather 
than abandon their former opinion, to make two Zoroafter s ; the 
firft a Chaldean or Affyrian y cotemporary with Nh/us ; the fecond a 
Perfian, fiourifhing in there ig n o f Darius Hyfla/fex . 

(zz) Cbaldaic, Philofopby, p. 4, 

Vol V. U f and 
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" and being in Hades, I learned cf the gods He is reported 
by the fame author to have rifen again after being ten days 
dead, and to have told ftrange things which he had feen in that 
fpace c . The fifth was a native of Proconnefus, mentioned 
by Pliny <*. Some have imagined, not without reafon, that 
he is the fame with Arift&us the Prcconnejian, mentioned by 
Sttidas to have had an art of letting ills foul go out of his bo- 
dy, and return as often as he pleafed e . The fixth lived at 
Babylon at the time Pythagoras was carried thither by Camby- 
fit, as we are told by Apuleius I. As the Greeh made fere- 
ral Xoroajlcrs, fo they placed them in different ages of the 
world ; Jnjlin makes him thirteen hundred years older than 
Sardanapahis g . Eudoxus, cited by Pliny, places him fix 
thouiand years before the death of Plato h . Plutarch makes 
him flourifh five thoufand years before the war of Troy ». 
Some authors, mentioned by Suidas, fix him at 500 years be- 
fore the Tr ojan war k . Apuleius l , Jamblicus »», Porphyry n , 
Clemens Alexandrians o 5 and Agathius p , place him, where he 
ought to be placed, about the time of Cyrus ; and Pliny , 
difcourfing on this very fuhjecr, fays, that the moft accurate 
writers were of opinion he lived a little before Xerxes But 
however they might differ in circumftances, they all agreed 
in paying him great honours. Plato r , Arijlotlct, Plutarch 1 , 
and Porphyry % acknowledge him to have been aperfon of ex- 
traordinary learning. Pliny tells us, that he laughed the fame 
day he was born, that his brains beat fo hard that they lifted up 
the hand laid upon them, which was a prefage of his future 
fagacily ; he adds what is very extraordinary, that he lived in 
the dei'urts 20 years, upon cheefe fo mixed that it did not 
grow fhde *. Solinus draws his character in few words \ He 
was, fays he, optimarum artium peritijjimus, in the heft arts 
Jkiijul 7 . Apuleius ftiles him omnis divini arcani antijics, the 
chief doelor in ail divine myfteries, and adds, that he was the 
preceptor of Pythagoras z . Agathius tells us he lived under 
J-fy/'/t,'/pes, and that he was the author of magifm among the 
PerfumS) changing their old religion and introducing new 

c Plato. Polit. lib x. * Hift. Nat. lib. xxx. c. 1. & 

I. vii c. 16. c Sub voce *Afm;f/c. f Florid, ii. 

* Ubi. fupra. h Hill Nat. 1. xxx.c i, ■ De Jfide 
»V'Ofiridc. Sub voce ZufoaVfv;- 1 Florid, ii. >» In vit. 
Pythag. " In vita Pythagoras. • Stromat. 1. v. ^ Hilt. 
Jib. 2. <i Ubi fupra. r In Alcibiade. 1. f In libro de 
Magia citante Laertio in Proccm. z De Ifide & Ofiride. 

* In vir.i Pythagorar. * Hift. Nat. I. xxx. c, r. * Cap. 
1. 7 Florid, ii. 
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opinions a . Dion Chryfoftom fays more of him than any of 
thcfe writers, and from better authority, iince what he deli- 
vered he had from the Perfians themfelves, as we fhall hereaf- 
ter have occafion to fhew b . Cteftas^ an author univerfally 
condemned, was in all probability more in the right about 
r /,oro after than thofc who have an (we red him, fince we know 
from Amohius, that he affirmed him to have lived under the 
reign of Darius Hyftafpes^ and fpent the firft book of fix, 
which he wrote on Perjian affairs, in delivering his hiftory c ; 
the fum and conclufion of all we have hitherto faid is this, that, 
except Ctefias and Dion Chryfojiorn, all the antients, who 
have written concerning Zoroajler^ knew little about him 
more than this ; that he was a very learned and wife man, 
and the principal of the magi ; in refpedl to which Eufebius 
indeed fays, that he wrote a book, which, from the citations 
he has given us, feems to have contained the chief doctrines 
of the Perjian religion d . 

The oriental writers are fomewhat better agreed in rela- 
tion to this wonderful man, whom they call 'Zcrdujbt, 7m~ 
radujht 9 Zaratu/ht^ and Zard-hnfot^ for they, generally (peak- 
ing, acknowledge, that he flourifhed in the reign of Gujkttifp. 
The author of Lebtarikh indeed fays, thatfome old writers con- 
found him with Dohak or Zohai, one of the Pifchdndian 
princes e ; but all the Perjian hiftorians, who are to be fup- 
pofed beft acquainted with the affairs of their own nation, fpeak 
of him, not as the author, but as the reformer, of the magian 
religion, which, they fay, he performed by the affiftancc of 
Gujhtafp (L). With refpefl to his family, the common 

opinion 

a Hift. lib. 2. b Orat. jBorifthen. c Contr. Gentes. d Prxpar- 
Evangel. e D'Herbblot. Biblioth. Orient. Art. Zcrdufcht. 

(L) Some Arabian writers have endeavoured to infnmate, that 
what they call the religion of the firc-worihipperc i.s not of great 
antiquity; but all impartial authors agree in rejecting this no tio \ 
and admit, that magifm began very early, nay, even before the 
time of Abraham ; certain it is, that the oldeft boo!c extant in the 
v/orld favours this opinion ; for thus fpc.iks Job in his prote'htiiou 
of his integrity, and his fervent declarations tli.it he had always 
held the true faith, and done all the good he could. If I b; held 
" the fun when it fliincd, or the moon, walking //: bri^htnefi : and 
" my heart hath been fecrecly enticed, or my mourh liath kifl/d 
* 4 my hand : this alfo were an iniquity cognizable by the judge : for 

#< I Ihould have denied the God who is above Nothing can 

(2) Job. xxx x. 26. 

U 1 be 



The Hijlory of the Perfians. Book L 



opinion of the Per/tan and Arabic writers is, that he either 
was a Jew, or went very early into Judaa, where he received 

his 

be clearer than this, nor can any thing more fully prove, that this 
here fy was as old as the Perjians make it, who affirm, that Keyom*- 
ras, their firft king, was the author of their religion, and therefore 
of old they affected much to call themfelves Keyomarjsans, or Keya- 
mart bites. But the point they chiefly laboured in refpect to an- 
tiquity was the perfuading themfelves and others, that their religi- 
on was the religion of Abraham. It would be no difficult matters 
to fhew the probable fource of this opinion, which we have alfo 
touched elfe where ; but as this work is intended for a body of hif- 
tory, and not a collection of critical enquiries, we choofe to infert 
here fome extracts from a celebrated Arabian hiftory of the religions 
of the ealt, rather than to amufe our readers with conjectures of 
our own. 44 The Per/tan kings in general, fays this writer, adhe- 
" red to the religion of Abraham, and their fubjects were always of 
" the religion of their prince ; there was likewife a chief or high- 
, * 4 prieft, reputed the wifeft of wife men, from whofe mandate 
there was no appeal, and whofe fen tc nee was never reverfed, 
" the fame reverence being (hewn to them as we heretofore (hewed 
u unto our caliphs 1 '. A little after he fays, 0 The peculiar doctrine 
" of the magi was the duality of the fpiritual nature, which they 
*' affirmed to be good and evil, virtuous and wicked, benevolent 
" and deirructive ; thefe natures they diftinguifhed, by calling the 
" one light and the other darknefs, or rather in their own terms 
" Yezdan and Ahreman. Hence it came to pafs, that their whole 
" rehgion, and all the queftions of the magi, turned on thefe two 
" points, the explication of light being mixed with darknefc, and 
u of light freeing itfelf from darknefs". Some pages farther the 
fame author fpeaks thus : " Though the magi affirm thefe two 
44 principles, yet the moll antientof them did not think themfelves 
*' under a neceffity of affirming that both exifted from eternity ; 
" on the contrary, they held only light itfelf exiftent, and that 
41 darknefs was produced ; but in accounting for this they weie 
" fome times at a lofs : however, they conftantly aflerted, that 
« tliey received thefe doctrines from wife men and prophets a- 
M mong their anceftors , firft, from Keyomaras ; fecondly, from 
** Zervan the Great ; thirdly, from another prophet whofe name 
*' was Zcrdujbt. The Keyomarthites infill, that Keyomaras is the 
4i fame with Adam, wherein they agree with fome Indian and 
*' Perfian chronologers ; yet they are contradicted by others fkil- 
41 ful in that art. The Keyomartbites alfo affirm, that their great 
4t mailer cilablifhed the opinion of two fpiritual beings Yezdan and 
" Ah emany acknowledging the former to be eternal and felf- exiftent, 
*' and owning the latter to be produced and created, and that after 
44 this manner: Yezdan, i. e. God, faid in himfelf, Unlets Lam 
u oppofed, how fhall it be? /. /. how fliall my glory arife ? which 

thought 
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h i education, under one of the prophets with whom he lived 
as a fervant, and, emulous of his glory, fet up for a pro- 
phet afterwards himfelf f. Who this prophet was, is not well 
agreed ; fome fay Ellas ^ others Ezra y and forne again one of 
the difciples of "Jeremiah. Doftor Prideaux thinks Elias 
was too early, and Ezra too late, he therefore fixes upon 
Daniel Dr. Hyde inclines to Ezra h . How true the 
whole of the ftory is, is hard to fay, lince the Mohammedans 
are all great enemies to Zerdujht* and if we take a part of 
their evidence we ought to take the whole, and then it will 
ftand thus ; he quitted the fervice of the Hebrezv prophet, be- 
caufe having deceived and cheated him, the holy man prayed 
God to ftrike him with a leprofy, which accordingly followed ; 
if fo, then Zerdu/ht muft have been the fame with Gchazi^ 
the fervant, not of Elias, but Elijha, and confequently the 
credibility of the whole tale will be deftroyed. The Perfees 
in India pretend, that Zerdujbtwas originally a Chinefe^ that 
his father's name was Efpintaman y and his mother's Dodo ; 
but in this they are miftaken ; for as to his genealogy we are 
not at all at a lo(s, fincc it is thus let down in the book 
Sadder ; Zaratajht was the fon of Purtbafp 9 who was 
the fon of Piterafp 9 the fon of Hitcherafp^ the fon of 
Thechjhunefch, the fon of Efpintaman 1 ; hence Zerdujht^ 
being frequently called the fori of Efpintaman y the Perfees in 
India miftook him for his immediate parent, whereas indeed 
he was only his remote anceftor. He firft took upon him the 
chara&er of a prophet in the provi«ce of Aderbayagjan, which 
was always the refidcnce of the firc-priefts, as we have alrea- 
dy fhewn. Khondermr gives us this account of his turning 
prophet ; he fays, that Zcrdujht^ from his great (kill in aftro- 
logv, difcovercd, that another prophet was to arife, not infe- 
rior to Mofes, whofe voice all the world was to obey ; he from 
thence took it into his head that he muft needs be that prophet ; 
upon this, retiring into a cave and revolving thefe things in 

f Abu Moh amued Must a ph a in vim Gufhtafp. ap. Htde, 
R. V. P. p. 313. Megjdi ia Zinato L'Magjalis. ap. Hyde, p. 
315. c Connexion of" the Old and New Tcflament, Vol. F. p. 
331. h Relig.' V. P. c. xxiv. p. 314. 1 Hyde. R. V. 
P. p. 312. 

*• thought produced darknefs which ia oppofiteto light, and then 
" began the controverfy which has lince fulfilled between them (3)" . 
We are informed by the fame author, that 7jerd:t/bt himfelf owned 
Keyomaras to have inftitutcd that religion he came to reform, fo 
that it may pa ft for a point tolerably well cllahlifhed, that the reli- 
gion of the Perfiam is aa ancient as their moiurchy. 

(3; Shariftani ap* Hydi Rel. wt. Perfar. c. xxii /. 294. 

his 
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his mind, a light fuddeniy appeared, being no other than an 
ilJufion of the devil, who converting with him out of the mid ft 
of the fire, TLerdufbt no longer doubted, that he had received 
the miffien of prophecy, but immediately let about a book, 
containing a fyftcm of diabolical doctrines, which he called 
TLend? and having fini/hed it, he made it his bufinefs to go 
about the worJJ, teaching this new religion, and erecting 
fire- temples *. There is certainly a great deal of truth in 
what this writer fays ; but we prefume his notion of the devil's 
appearing in the fire, and dictating diabolical doctrines to 
Zerdujbtj is a ftroke of Mohammedan zeal, and not much 
to be depended on. That Zerdujht really retired into a cave, 
and there ftudied, and compofed his Tende-avejla\ is certainly 
true \ and that in this cave he gave himfelf up to prayer and 
contemplation, embeliilhing it with a great number of curious 
fymbols, is acknowledged, and may be proved ; but that he 
was either prompted by the devil, or a&ed from a fpirit of 
impofture, is what we dare not aflert, fincehis doctrine, if we 
except his pefmiffion of inceft, which, however, is no where 
found in his writings, and is fixed on him only by his enemies ; 
we fay, his doctrines, if we except this, do not feem calcula- 
ted at all for fupporting the empire of Satan ; and if we may 
believe the divines, and a greater than all divines, the devil 
is too wife to do or teach any thing which may deftroy his 
own kingdom. We fhall content ourfelves therefore with 
obferving what -has not been obferved before, that the Al- 
mighty had a peculiar favour for the Perfians^ and even for Da- 
rius Hyjlafpcs the patron of Zerdujbt, and fpoke many things 
by his prophets, as we (hall prove at the bottom of the page, 
infinuatinghis care, that they lhould not be deceived in the firft 
and principal point of a religion, which, it is agreed, Xerdufnt 
made it his bufinefs to fix beyond difputc (M ). How long he 

remained 
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(M) We have already given our reafons for deferring our thoughts 
on the chronology of the Perfian hiftory, till we have deduced it 
as low as the reign of the Iait monarch of the Perfian nation. But 
this hinders not our applying the prophecies recorded in the facred 
fcriptures, relating to the Perfian kingdom, and therefore, for the 
fake of clearing the memory of Zerdujbt> we mail in this note (hew, 
firft, that the Almigh ty fpoke of and to Cyrus, as of and to a 
prince acquainted with him the true God, and never reproaches ei- 
ther him or his people with idolatry ; thus the prophet Ifaiab, ha- 
ving with wonderful eloquence displayed the power of God, and 
affured his countrymen, that after all their fuffcrings, which their 

fins 
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remained in this cave, or how many books he wrote there* 
is not very certain; we are told indeed, that he brought 

twelve 

fins would bring upon them, he would yet turn again and remem- 
ber them in mercy, and raife up a deliverer for them, which was 
Cyrus king of Perfia ; this, faith the prophet, is the God, that 
" faith to Jerufalem, Thou lhalt be inhabited ; and to the cities 
" of Judab, Ye lhall be built, and I will raife up the decayed 
" places thereof. That faith to the deep, Be dry, and I will dry 
" up thy rivers. That faith of Cyrus, He is my fhepherd, and 
u fhall perform all my pleafure; even faying to Jerufalem, Thou fhalt 
" be built ; and to the temple, Thy foundation fhall be laid. Thus 
41 faith the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whofe right-band I have 
holden, to fubdue nations before him : and I will ioofe the loins 
** of kings, to open before him the two leaved gates, and the 
" gates fhall not be fhut. I will go before thee, and make the 
*' crooked places ftraight : I will break in pieces the gates of brafs, 
u and cut in funder the bars of iron. And I will give thee the 
" treafures of darknefs, and hidden riches of fecret places, that 
" thou may eft know, that I the Lord, which calif Am by thy name, 
" am the God of Ifrael. For Jacob my fervant's fake, and lfrael 
" mine elect, I have even called thee by thy name, i have furna- 
med thee, though thou haft not known me (4.,". This remark, 
able prophecy, which does fo much honour to Cyrus, was fpoken 
of him a hundred years before he was born, and furely, if lan- 
guage can prove any thing, the ftyle of this prophecy will be fuffi- 
cient to fliew that Cyrus was no idolater. We are very well aware, 
that there is an expreffion at the clofe of what Ifaiab fays of this 
glorious monarch, which has been conftrued in this fenfe ; but we 
can eafily, and, at the fame time, fully prove, that it ought not 
fo to be underftood ; the expreffion is this, / have furnamed thee, 
though thou haft not known me ; the meaning of which, we fay, is 
this ; that God gave him the title of his fhepherd and his anointed, 
and actually employed him as the minifter of his will, before Cyrus 
knew any thing of the matter ; but how does this (hew, that he 
was an idolater, or that he worihipped not the true God, though 
he was unacquainted with the Jvuoijh difpenfation, and knew not 
that God by the name of Jehovah ? After the taking of Babylo n 
Daniel certainly explained all thefe prophecies to Cyrus, and fhewed 
Jiim, that while he believed himfelf acting only in confequence of 
the fchemes he had formed, he was indeed fulfilling what God 
had told of him ; in all which he was furthered and affifted by the 
divine power, particularly in his amazing ftratagem for taking Ba- 
bylon, by altering the courfe of the great river, which, in the pro- 
phecy before quoted, Ifaiab had diftinclly foretold, making the 
Almighty fpeak thus : That faith to the deep, Be dry, Jrsd I will 
dry up thy rivers* As foon as Cyrus was acquainted with theft 

(4) Ifaiali xliv. 26. xlw 1—6. 
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twelve volumes to Gufbtafp, each of which contained a hun-r 

drcd /kins of vellum ; but this will be die lefs wondered at, 

if 



prophecies, he readily tefHficd his obedience to Jehovah, znd his fin- 
cere belief that he was tha on : y true^God, as appears by his edict 



ror renoring tlie jews 
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Thua faith Cyrus king of Perjsa, Jehovah, God of heaven, hkch 
given meali the kingdoms of the earth, and he hath charged me 
to build him an houfe at Jerufalem 9 which is in JudaL Who 
is there among ye of all his people his God be with him, and 
let him go up to Jerufalem, which is in Judah, and build the 
houfe of Jehovah, God of Ifrael, he is the God which is in Jerufa- 
** lem ( 5). We fuppofe there needs no commentary to prove, that 
Cyrus was now acquainted with Jehovah, and was convinced, that 
Jehovah, who revealed himfelf to the Heirenvs. was the only true 
God, or, as Cyrus himfelf ftiles him, God of heaven. The very 
king, of whole reign we are now fpeaking, viz. Gufhtafp, knew all 
this as well as Cyrus, for in his decree, relating to the temple of 
Jerufalem, we find thefe words ; " That which they have need 
" of, both young bullocks, and rams, and lambs, for the burnt- 
" offerings of the God of heaven, wheat, lalt, wine, and oyl, 
accord ing to the appointment of the priefts which are at Jerufa- 
lem ; let it be given them day by day without fail, that they may 
" offer facrifices grateful unto the God of heaven, and pray for 
" the life of the king and of his fons f 6V\ But the clofe of this de- 
cree is vet ftrono-er : " God. whn hath caufed his name to dwell 



CI 
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" there, /. t. at Jerufalem, deftroy all kings and people that fhall 
" put to their hand, to alter or to deftroy this houfe of God at Je- 
" rufalem. I Darius have made a decree, let it be done with 
" fpeed ( 7)". But let us return a little to If at ah, and mark what 
God lays of himfeif, after the long defcription given by him of 
the power and empire of Cyrus. €t I am Jehovah, and none elfe ; 
" there is no God befides me : I girded thee, /. e. Cyrus , though 
" thou haft not known me, /. e by my name Jehovah, that they 
may know from the rifmg of che fun and from the weft, that 
there is none betides me ; I am Jehovah, and none elfe ; I form 
the light, and create darknefs : I make peace, and create evil : 
I, Jehovah, do all thefe (8)." It is moil evident, that this 
declaration was made in regard to the errors which had crept into 
the Magian religion in refpecl to light and darknefs, and the powers 
prefiding over them. That Zerdufbt rectified thefe errors, and ex- 
prefsly taught what is declared in the text, that there was one fslf- 
exiftcnt being, author cf light and of darknefs, of good and ofevu, is 
acknowledged by antient and modern authors, by the friends and 
enemies of Zerdt/fht, nay by dean Prideaux himlclf, who yet loadi 

(5) Ezra i. 2. (6jEzravi.9. (7} Ezra vi. 12. ('8) Ifaiah 
xlv. 5, 6, 7. 
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Jf we cqnfider, that the antient Perjian chara&er took up a 
great deal of room* and Zoroajier -did not only deliver the 
principles of his religion, but alio his own hiftory, and the 

him with reproach, and never mentions him but by the oppro- 
brious name of Imp* ft or (9), Impoftor in what ? In teaching that 
there was but one God, and that men ought not to erect images 
in his honour, or pretend to reftrain him within the narrow bounds 
of temples ; that, inftead of fuch mean notions of the Deity, they 
ought to look up to the firft, and moil glorious creature whh'm their 
ken, f. e. the fun, and before him, as the witnefs of his Maker, 
and the expreffive fymbol *f his omnifcience, teftify their gratitude, 
thankfulnefs, and reverence, for all the favours conferred on thenr 
by the- Creator and .Ruler of all things, refolving with themfelves 
to make a right ufe of his bleffings, by Jiving temperately, and do- 
ing good, and not hurt, to their neighbours ; till in his own due 
time God fnoiild inftrudl them farther, by the million of the Great 
Prophet who was to come, concerning whom Zcrdujht as well as 
Mofes fpoke ; furely thefe are no figns of impolture. If it IhouIoV 
be afked, How comes it then to pafs that the Per/ees have not ac- 
knowledged Chrift ? we may anfwer by afking another queftion ; 
Why, have not the Jews acknowledged hin? ? Thefe are fecrers 
which God hath referved to himfelf, teaching us, however, plain- 
ly enough, that it is our duty to endeavour the converfion of both, 
and of all the nations of the earth, not by the fword, chough that 
was an allowable argument of old, and as fuch put into die hands 
of MofeSy JoJbua> David, and Cyrus, but by milder methods, ex- 
preffive of the chriftian fpirit, by reafoning calmly, and by living 
pioufly. It may be juftly faid, that the greateft impediment to 
this belt of all works, is the lazinefs of chriltians, their neglecling 
to ftudy the grounds of their own religion, and the fources of thole 
errors which blind the minds of others, and hinder their feeing 
the truth of the gofpel. Many learned Jews have been converted, 
flay, and are daily converted in Germany, not by the antichriflian 
proceedings .of an inguifition, but by proving to them, that, ac- 
cording to the maxims of their own doctors, the Meffiah is come, 
and confequently the obligation to their laws is removed. Might 
not the .fame thing be done with refpecl to thefe Per/ees? Would 
they npt be fooner invited to chriftianity, if we Ihould ftudy and 
explain the wri tings of Zerdufit* with impartiality at leaft, if not 
wichrefpect: we fay, Would they not be fooner invited by this' 
method, to confider the arguments in favour of the gofpel, than by 
calling him whom they efteem a prophet an impoftor, and charg- 
ing them with idolatry, of which we arc morally certain they arc 
not guilty ? But our note begins to exceed all bounds, and is al- 
ready of a length which nothing can cxculc, except its fubject. 
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rudiments of moft fciences therein, as we fhall have occafion 
to fhew hereafter, when we come to fpeak particularly of 
that book and of its contents. In the mean time, we need 
nut wonder, that be retired fo long from the world, or chofe 
a cave for his abode, fince works of this nature require fi- 
lence and compofure. The antient prophets reflded much in 
deferts 3 that is, in unfrequented places. Epifteius and other 
philofophers had their cells, whither they retired to avoid the 
nuife and tumult of the world, and they did all this without 
reproach ; but Zoroajicr's cave is made the ftrong proof of 
his being an impoftor; nay, it is faid, that his living in a 
cave was a precedent for other impoftors, particularly his 
fcholar Pythagoras^ who, as Iamblichus informs us, had his 
cave as well as Zorcajler. Nay, Mohammed borrowed this 
notion too frcm Zerdujht ,and wrote his Koran in imitation of 
the Zend-avejia. Aft: r all, there is a good deal of prejudice 
in this ; every inftitutor of a new religion, at leaft that we 
have ever heard of, hath collected his doctrines into a book, 
or directed them to be collected, and left them to his dif- 
ciples ; Mojes did this ; Zerdujht did this j and Mohammed 
did this; does it follow, that Mohammed had in view Zerdujht 
rather than Mojes^ or that he retired to a cave in imitation 
rather of Zerdujht than of the antient prophets ? This is cer- 
tainly doing him great honour, and even attributing more 
to him than is his due. We have already fbewn, that his re- 
tirement to a cave was natural and reafonable; in the next 
note we fhall prove, that, as far as we know any thing of it, 
there is no juft ground to fufpect, that it was not innocent, 
nay laudable, if the inftructing of mankind may be eftcemcd 
fo. This we do not fay out of any prejudice in favour of 
Zerdujht , arifing from the pains we have taken in compiling 
his hiftory, but becaufe we are afraid of deceiving our read- 
ers, and of complying with popular opinions, at the expencc 
of truth. If we err, it fhall be through defect in our abili- 
ties, and not from any biafs of our inclinations j we there- 
fore make no queftion, but even fuch as differ from us in 
fentiment will be fatisficd with our conduct, and approve of 
our intentions, though they cenfure our opinions (N). 

As 

* Connection of the Hiftory of the Old and New Teftamcnt, 
Vol. I. p. 312. 

(N) There cannot be a more difficult tnflc affigned any man, 
than to reduce into order, and make fenfe of what Greek authors 
have delivered in relation to oriental affairs ; fomctimea they fpeak 

truth 
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As our defign in this fedtion is to follow the oriental hiflo- 
rians, we think it necefTary to infcrt here what is delivered 

by 

truth and are not believed ; at other times they tell the molt arrant 
falfities with fuch an air of knowledge, that fuch as are not acquaint- 
ed with thefe matters readily take for granted all they fay ; the Z<i- 
tins copy, generally fpeaking, after the Greeks, and therefore are 
as little to be depended upon as their matters, or rather his ; lbme- 
times, however, they tell us truths, and truths which deflroy in a 
line or two all the romantic ttories that are told U3 elfewhere. 
For example, Porphyry has quoted an oracle, which, he fays, was 

pronounced at Delphos, of a very extraordinary nature \ it runs 
thus : 

Cbaldees and Jews are wife in worshipping 
A Self-begotten God, of all things King. 

Thefe Cbaldees were the Magi, which we can eafily prove from an- 
other learned writer, viz. Laertius, who fpeaks thus (10): It is 
faid, that philofophy had its original from the Barbarians, finco 
among the Perfians were the Magi ; among the Babylonians or Af 
fyrians the Chaldeans j among the Indians the Gytnnofopbifts, and a- 
mong the Celtes the Druids. For this Laertius quotes A/ifio/le; 
nay, Porphyry himfelf had the highett efteem for the Magi, fince he 
defcribes them thus ; Among the Perfians thofe 'wife perforn ivho were 
employed about the divinity, and ferved him, were called Magi ; La- 

ertius, on the authority of Ariftotle, or the author of the treaties of 
Magic, fpeaks of the manner in which they lived ; They refrain, 
fays he, from rich attire, and from 'wearing gold ; their garments 
are moftly 'white ; their beds the ground ; their food nothing but herbs , 
cheefe, and bread ; their chief employment is praying to God, and ex- 
horting men to live uprightly. Dion Cbryfoftom, the moil polite 
writer among the Greeks, corrects the errors of his countrymen 
with refpect to thefe magi, in thefe words: " The Perfians called 
" thofe magi who were employed in the fcrvice of the gods ; buc 
" the Greeks, being ignorant of the meaning of that word, apply 
" it to fuch as are flcilled in magic, a fciencc unknown to the Per- 
" fian fages (iO. " Thefe magi were not only the fcholar.% but 
the matters, of Zoroafter or Zerdufit ; they flourifhed long before 
his time, and lie doubclcfs acquired the rudiments of that know- 
ledge, which lie afterwards fo much imp rove J, from them Di-jn 
Cbryfoflom has very happily fet down what from good authoiii-r; 
he learned in relation to Xoroafier. lt It is reported, fays that ad* 
4t mirable nvriter, that through love ofwi'dom and ju dice, he, 
*' /. e XoroaJIer, withdrew himfelf from men. and lived aJo-ic in 
" a certain mountain ; that afterwards leaving the uiouma.n, a 

yea: 
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by the Per pan hiftorians, relating to the appearance of Zer- 
dnjhti when he firft took upon him the character of a pro- 
phet, 



great fire defending from above, continually burned about him'. 
Upon this the king, with the prime nobiiity of Perfia, came 
" and prayed with him to God. That he was unhurt by the fire, 
" delivered himfelf in terms which difcovered more than human 
" wifdom, exhorting the people to be chearful, and to offer cer- 
tain facrifices, as if God had come with him to that place; 
" thenceforward he convcrfed not with al! men, but with fuch on- 
« jy as were moft addicted to truth, and by reafon of their Hudies 
more capable of the knowledge of the gods, whom the Perfians 
iryle magi . 12). M Having thus learned from an unbyaffed au- 
thor, what it was that led Zoroafter to mountains and deferts, let 
us next lee, what we can difcover as to his employment in his 
cave. But bciore we proceed to quote authorities on this head, 
let u; oblurvc, that, according to all the accounts we have hitherto 
had of the mavi, they were very indifferently fitted to aft in fub- 
ftriieftcy to an impoflor, fuch as Xerdujht has been reported; for 
they were fpiritaa! people, who foughr r*Jt pc^verand wealth, but 
v.'ild'jrn and truth ; they refembled rather the baptift in his coarfc 
cloathing and fimpie diet, than thofe who are to be feen in the 
courts of king , proftituting religion to private ends, and unwor- 
thily taking the name of God in vain, to gratify the pride of mor- 
tal b. In our account cf the Pa-flan religion, we have given Z*r- 
dujbt*% rtres for the clergy of ail ranks, and from thence it evident- 
ly appears, he thought not of creeling an empire orVer the con- 
fidence? of men for the aggrandizing the priefthood, which among 
thtPtrfiatu was hereditary, but endeavoured to make his prielts 
fu per tor to other men, by the fingle method whereby one man can 
excel ano.her, viz through purity of morals and improvement of 
the undemanding ' 1 3). Such a fcheme as this needed neither con- 
juring nor fanaticifm to recommend it, and therefore, prima facie 9 
it fliould feem, that a man of Zeretujbft character retired to a 
cave, for the fake of privacy and filence, and not to raife devils 
or coin lying fiitio-s ; thefe are fit works for illiterate and ambi- 
tious men, fuch as Mo bammed wa«, but not for r LerduJbt. It fo 
happens, however, that we have fome proof of this great man's 
employment in his celi : Porphyry tells us , rhat Zoroafier, firft 
•* ainonjr the Peifians, did coniecrate a natural cave in the moun- 
tains in honour of Miihra % the king and father of all, figuifying 
by tins cave the world framed by Uithra; by the other things 
difpoled within it in fit diftances, the elements and quarters of 
thewoild (14)." The very learned Celfus, as we find him 
quoted by Origen, gives us alio an account of thefe caves in thelc 

words, 
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phcc, and demanded from Gu/htajp and hisfubjedls the obedi- 
ence due to a Meffinger from God. In regard to this we have 
a copious relation written by a Perjee y from the authentic me- 
moirs of antient times, preserved by the judicious Dr. Hyde y 
the fubftance of which, as it never appeared before in our 
language, we hope will be well received, though doubtlefe 
it ftanris in need of great allowances, as to the miracles men- 
tioned in it and other things. However, the fabulous hiftory 
ot the Perfians is at leaft as well worth knowing as the con- 
jectures 

words, ** The Per pans % fays he, in their Mithrian rites, reprefenc 
44 fymbolically the two-fold motion of the flars, vix. of thofe 
" ftiled fixed, and of the planets, and the paffage of the foul through 
«* them. To demonftrate this, they fer up a ladder, on the af- 
44 cent of which there were feven gates with the eighth at the 
41 very top ; the firft of lead ; the fecond of tin ; the third of 
«• brafs ; the fourth of iron ; the fifth of a mixed mafs ; the fixth 
«• of filver ; and the feventh of gold. They attributed the firft cd 
44 Saturn, the flownefs of that planet's motion being intimated by 
*■ the lead 5 the fecond to Venus, on account of the foftnefs and 
" brightnefs of tin; the third being of brafs, than which nothing 
" is more folid or durable, to Jupiter ; the fourth to Mercury, be- 
44 caufe, like iron, he is Anted to all forts of labours, from whence 
44 profit may be drawn ; the fifth, becaufe of its mixture, va- 
44 riablenefs, and irregularity, to Mars ; the fixth to the moon, 
44 and the feventh to the fun, becaufe of the likenefs in their co- 
44 lour to filver and gold ( i c Here is a great deal of phiJo- 
fophy, but no witchcraft or enthufiafm in thefe reprefcnMtions ; 
and if TLoroajler be condemned, either as a magician or un impof- 
tor, on account of the furniture of his cave, what will become of 
our makers of orreries ? We will conclude this very note with ob- 
ferving, that the moft judicious Dion Cfjryfojiom, whom we, have 
fo often quoted and commended, knew well the folly and falf- 
hood of the Greeks, in what they reported of the religion of the 
Perfians, and of their confcc.ating horfes to the fun r i ■ . They 
were far, fays he, from fancying the chariot of the fun, die mod 
fublime fpeclacle in nature, they were acquainted with the fuprnne 
charioteer who put the univerie into motion, and /till guide; it. 
Of this fubjed, not Homer, not Hejiod, but Zoroafier, anc 1 ihc magi, 
his difciples taught by him, have lung in Ilrains worthy of the g o- 
xious theme. But all their difcourfes are to be interpreted in a ve- 
ry different manner, nay direc-Uy oppofne from the comments of 
our writers. They acknowledge, that the director of the univcr.'e 
is inacceflible and inferu table ; they compare the morions of the 
fun and moon to horfes under direction, but as to horfes conic- 
t;ratcd to them, the Greeks have reported numberlefi fab.es. 
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je£tures of weftern authors on this fubjeA, which are often 
as improbable, and always as uncertain. Thus then proceeds 
our author : "In this reign flourifhed Zerdujht the prophet. 
He, coming into the prelence of Gujhtajp, informed him of 
his commiflion in thefe terms. I am a prophet, fent to 
thee by the moft wife God, and this book, viz. the Zend- 
avejia^ I brought from Paradife \ alfo he gave me this 
cafibek and this girdle, faying, Put on this caffock, and 
gird thyfclf with this girdle, that thy foul may be delivered 
from Gehennay and that thou mayeft find falvation ; go 
alfo and propagate the true religion throughout the world. 
When Gujhtafp had heard this meflage from the prophet, 
he faid, But how ihall I know that thou art really a pro- 
phet, and came to me from the moft high God ? For 
without a fign the truth of what you fay cannot be known, 
neither ought a religion to be received, till it be fupported 
by miracles. If therefore thou art truly a prophet, fliew 
us fome fign, that I may know and be allured thou art a 
* c meffenger of God. When Zerdujht heard what the king 
cc demanded, he in compliance therewith wrought the fol- 
* c lowing miracle. He planted before the gate of the palace 
a cj'prcfs tree, which grew in a few days fo wonderfully, 
that it was near ten fathoms in girt and full ten in height ; 
and in the top of this tree he erected a fummer-houfe. 
When the king had beheld this miracle, he was convin- 
ced, and determined in his mind to embrace the religion 
of Zerdujht, He was, hov/ever, advifed to call for cer- 
tain wife men who might difpute with Zerdujht. This was 
accordingly done, but they could not convince him ; on 
the contrary Zerdujht prevailed. Thefe, however, hating 
him, devifed this method for his deftru£lion. Zerdujht 
had his lodgings in the palace, and as often as he went out 
he left his keys with the porter. This porter they cor- 
rupted, and engaged him to be filent and not difcover any 
thing they did. They then made ufc of him to gain en- 
trance into the lodgings of Zerdujht when he was abroad, 
and when they had fo done, they threw into his wardrobe, 
put into his book Zend y and into his cloak-bag, all forts 
of unclean and impure things, fuch as the bones of cats 
and dogs, and the hair and nails of dead bodies ; thefe they 
fcattered amongft his things ; which when they had done, 
they went out, fhut the doors carefully, and returned the 
keys to the porter. Zerdujht in the mean time walked 
in the fimplicity of his heart, praifing God, but his ene- 
mies confidcrcd not this. They immediately addreffed 
theuifelvcs to the king; to this purpofe : This wicked man, 



cc 
tc 

iC 
it 

cc 
It 

cc 
ct 

tc 
tt 

ct 
tt 
tt 

ct 

ct 
tt 
tt 
ct 
ct 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
tt 

I 4 



VIZ. 



Chap. n. The Htftory of Perfians. 



c< 

cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 



viz. Zerdujbt, is employed every, night in diabolical prac- 
tices, by which, O king, thy heart will be inevitably in- 
fnared, unlefs thou wilt inftantly fend fome of thy guards 
to fearch his apartments, that thou mayeft be certified 
whether thefe things be fo or net. The king fent here- 
upon his guards to the apartments of Xerdujht to fearch 
them, and to bring all things they found in them before 
him. This accordingly was done, and all forts of unclean 
things, fuch as the bones of dogs and cars, the hair and 
*' nails of dead bodies were found in his cheft of cloaths, his 
book of Xend-avejlo^ and in his cloak-bag. The king 
feeing all this, turned to Zerdujht, and faid in a high paf- 
fion, How is this, thou profligate, and what is it thou haft 
been doing ? TLerduJht heard his accufers and the king pa- 
tiently and without emotion. At laft he thus anfwercd 
for himfelf ; O king, all that thou feeft I know nothing 
of, neither belongeth it to me. Then the king called for 
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the porter, and having examined him, the king threw 
<c from him the book Zend 9 and commanded Zerdujht to be 
46 fhut up in prifon. Thus, notwithftanding his innocence, 
44 Zerdujht was thrufl: into confinement, which lie endured 
44 chearfully, {landing all day in one pofture, praying to and 
praifing God, without receiving any fuftenance whatever. 
It happened fliortly after, that a black horfe, of which the 
king was particularly fond, was taken in an odd man- 
ner, its four feet fhrinking up to its belly in fuch a way, 
that the creature fell down to the ground, and could no 
way be raifed up. The ?najier of the horfe 9 called in the 
4 4 Per (tan language Mih-mard } when he came, as he was 
44 wont, into the ftables, and perceived what had befallen 
44 the king's favourite fteed, went immediately and acquainted 
4t Gujktafp. The king no fooner heard it than he went in 
4C perfon to the ftable, and, having viewed the horfe, called 
4C for the wife men who had engaged him to imprifon Zer- 
dufhty and defired them to contrive immediately fome re- 
medy for this extraordinary malady of the horfe, which 
they were unable to do, and confeiled as much to the king. 
When Gujhtafp found this, he grew very uneafy, becaufc 
he valued his horfe extremely. On the fourth day the por- 
<{ ter went to ktZerdu/ht in prifon. Of him Zerduflrt en- 
4C quired news, and why he came not before to vilit him. 
4£ The porter told him the court was much difturbed, on ac- 
4C count of a misfortune which had befallen the king's black 
courfer. Zerduft)t bid the porter tell rhekinft, that, when 
he fliottld be re lea fed out of prifon, he would quick- 
ly reftore his horfe. The porter ran wiih (his news to ihe 

4C k : i.L<;, 



cc 



cc 



cc 
cc 



cc 



cc 



C4 



it 



fbi Hifiory of the Perfians. Book I. 

king, who, as fbon as he was informed thereof, fent for 
« Zerdujbt out of prifon, and carried him with him to the 
«< ftable. Zerdujbt, feeing the condition the horfe was in, 
« c turned to the king, and faid, Sir, this is no eafy matter, 
" but, on the contrary, a cure very difficult to be perform- 
« c ed. One thing, however, I have to defire, that what 
«« you wiih may be performed ; it is this j That you believe 
« with your whole heart, that the religion I taught you is 
* c true and came from God, which if you do fincerely, I 
tC fhall be able to reftore your fteed, other wife it mult re- 
«« main in the ftate it is in. Then the king, ftruck with 
«« the awful fteadinefs of Zerdujbt, believed according as he 
« c defired. Upon which the prophet advancing to the black 
< c horfe, ftroaked his right fore-foot with his hand, where- 
« c upon the fore-foot immediately withdrew out of the belly 
<c of the horfe, and hung in its natural pofition. ThenZ^r- 
" dujht, turning to the king, faid, It is neceflary, Sir, that 
« c both your fons come hither, embrace the religion 1 have 
«« taught,- and promife to make war on infidels for the pror 
< c pagation of this religion. Then came inftandy Bajhuten 
« and Ifphendtyar, the fons of Gujhtafp 9 and embraced the 
<c religion of Zerdujbt , as he had deiired. Upon this the 
«* prophet went again to the horfe, and with his left hand 
" ftroaked the horfe's left fore- foot, which immediately the 
«' creature extended in its natural ftate. Then turned Z*r- 
« c *dujht to the king,, and faid, Sir, it is ftill . neceflary, that 
cc Ketayun the mother of Ifphendtyar -fhould embrace tfaisre- 
" Jigion. Then Gujhtafp fent one of his attendants with 
« Zerdujbt to the palace, and the prophet, being come into 
tc t\k queen's prefence, addreffed her thus : O thou matron 
* c of matrons, whom God hath preferred above all women, 
« c and raifed high above your fex, by giving thee Gujhtafp 
« for thine hufband, and Ifphendtyar for thy ton, lijce whom 
< c there is none upon the earth. Behold now the king of 
iC kings and thy fon Ifphendtyar have embraced^ and with 
«< their whole hearts believe the truth of the religion I have 
< c taught : it is neceflary, O queen, that you alfo receive 
« and believe it. Then anfwered Ketayun, Whatfpever my 
" hufband and my fon believe, that alfo will I embrace and 
" believe. Then ZcrduJJjt, returning to the black horfe,. 
«« put up his prayers, and ftroaking with his right hand the 
« right hind-foot,, it was reftored to its natural flrcngth : 
" Then Zerdujbt turning to the king, faid, You fee your 
<* horfe has recovered three legs j it is neceflary for the re- 
" covery of the fourth, that you interrogate your porter, 
6t and get the truth out of him, that the innocent may not 
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" be blamed, feeing if he the porter told the truth, then the 

44 horfe will fully recover", or otherwife remain in the ftate 

* 4 it did ; the king thereupon ordered the porter to be 

44 brought, and caufed him to be feverely threatened, that 

" he might difcover the truth, as to the (tattering unclean 

44 and abominable things in the lodgings of Zerdujbt ; the 

44 porter, dreading the king's anger, mod humbly befought 

«< him to grant him his life, which the king having promifed, 

44 he then opened the whole confpiracy in thefe words : Four 

44 of thefe wife men, who are fo much in your favour, that 

44 I was afraid of rcfufing them any thing, gave me a bribe, 

44 and, taking the keys from me, did all that your majefty 
44 -has heard and feen. When the king had heard all that 

44 the porter had to fay, he was extremely forry, and made 

44 a long apology to Zerdu/ht for the injury he had done him, 

44 in caufing him to be fo long imprifoned, without any 
44 grounds at all, befeeching him to pafs by and forgive it. 
44 Then the four wife men were hanged on a gibbet, and 
44 Zerdujht, having lift up his hands in prayer, ftroked with 
44 his left hand the left hind-leg of the horfe, which imme- 

44 diately fell from his belly, and refted on the ground as it 

45 ufed to do, fo that quickly after the beaft role and' flood 
44 upon all his feet. At this the king greatly rejoiced, treat- 
44 ing TLerdujbt with greater honour and refpeft than ever, 
44 caufing him to be placed on a golden feat, hinileif, /. e. 
44 the king believing the book TLend-avaJia^ and living in 
44 exadt conformity to its precepts. It is reported, that fome 
44 time after this king Gujhtafp applied himfelf to Zerdujlit* 
44 and faid, there is one thing that I defire of thee, and I de- 
44 fire it fo earneftly, that I hope you will not refufe it, fince 
44 if you grant me this requeft, then fhall I be thoroughly fa- 
44 tisfied, that thou art a prophet fent unto me by the moft 
44 high God. Xerdujbt defired the king that he would ex- 
44 plain himfelf, that he might apply to God for the gnitifica- 
4C tion of the king's will. Then king Gujhtafp faid, My de- 
44 fire is this, that while I am yet alive my foul may be l'a- 
44 tisfied as to its future ftate, by beholding the joys of hca- 
44 ven, that it may be certain concerning them, and at eafe. 
4C Moreover, I defire, that I may know all things (hat (hall 
44 pafs till the day of judgment, with the func exad'tnefs as 
44 I know things prefent. 3d] v, I defire, that in all die wars 



44 I wage on account of religion, my body may remain as it 



44 is, and I become invulnerable. 4thly, I defire, that my 
44 foul may continue to exift to the day of rcfurrection, and 
44 that I die not at all. The prophet of God hearing this 
Vql, V. Y " anfwered, 
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<4 anfwercd, I will certainly put up my prayers to the crea- 
44 tor of all things, neither doubt I at all, that the moft high 
u God will grant what you have defircd. But your four re- 
44 quelis muft be yielded io four different perfons, fince it be- 
4< longs to God alone to enjoy them all at once. Do you 
c * therefore confide r who thefe perfons fhall be, and I will 
*' put up prayers that one of your requefts may be granted to 
44 each. Then king G 'ujbta/p deiired for himfelf, that he 
44 might be permitted to behold his place in paradife, and take 
<4 a difHnct view of all that was therein. He likewife menti- 
4t oned three other perfons on whom the remaining bleffings 
tfc fhould be beftowed. Then Zerdujbt being fatisfied, re- 
44 tired to his own lodgings, and fpent the whole night in 
44 praters and praifes to God, befecching him, that if it 
c4 were pofllble all thefe things might come to pafs. The 
64 next day when light appeared, and the fun difplayed his 
4c beams on the tops of the mountains, it came into the mind 
44 of Zerdujbt to confecrate the four following things, viz. 
44 wine, a rofe, a cup, and the kernel of a pomegranate. 
" And after he had confecrated thefe by prayer, having the 
" facred twigs in his h.md,he prefented the wine to Gujbtafp, 
" and as loon as the king had drank thereof, he fell down as 
" if in a deepfleep, and continued for three days and three 
« nights in the fame pofition, his foul within that fpace 
« afcending into heaven, and beholding there the joys of the 
« bleffed. At the end of three days he awaked, and going 
•< to Zerduftt befeeched him to pardon his incredulity. Then 
<< the prophet gave to Gjamafp the rofe which he had confe- 
" crated, which he no fooner fmelt, than he knew all things 
" that paffed, all that had happened from the beginning, and 
< fi which were to happen, and which fhould happen to the 
« day of refurre£Hon. Then Zerdujbt gave milk in the cup 
to Bajhutsri) the fon of Gujhtajp, who by drinking thereof 
" was made immortal As to the fourth thing, Ifphendiyar^ 
" having eaten the kernel of the pomegranate, had his body 
«« rendered as invulnerable as brafs. After this the religion 
" of Zerdujbt fpread, and was propagated every where, all 
*« men readily yielding belief thereto, excepting Argjafp^ king 
« of Touran 9 who embraced it not 1 

The great defire all people have to magnify the princes 
who have ruled, and the prophets who have taught them, 
hath doubtlefs encouraged the Perfees to propagate a multitude 
offtrange things in relation to Zerdujbt; the foregoing long 
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quotation is fufficicnt to fliew the mature of their notions, and 
to excufc us from making any farther tran fc j ipts from their 
books. Let us return therefore to the ftory of his puopa gat- 
ing his do&rines, and let us endeavour t > put our materials 
together, as fuccinctly as wc may. 

The two reigning hcrcfics before the birth of Zerdufit 
were Zabiifm and Magifni \ the latter was^&r lefs grofi than 
the former, and confequcntly there required more care to 
keep its p rof eflbrs from going over to the'oppojflte religion. 
For hiftory informs us, and die experience even of our own 
times renders it manifeft, that the bulk of mankind embrace 
more readily fuperftition than truth. Hence it came to pafs, 
that the Zabians gained ground in Pcrjia, and multitudes, 
efpecially of the common people, were fallen into wrong no- 
tions of the deity, and into grofs errois In their manner 
of worfliipping him, living alfo in continual fear of that evil 
fpirit, whom they conceived to be the enemy of their fpecies, 
and the continual difturber of the world. Zerdujbt took pains 
to root out all thefe notions, and to make the pc/ple caficr 
than they had been, by infpiring them with reafonaUe opi- 
nions ; he taught them, that the fupreme being was inde- 
pendent and felf-exiftent from all eternity, that light and 
darknefs, good and evil, were continually mixed, and in a 
continual ftruggle, not through any impotency in the creator, 
but becaufe fuch was his will, and becaufe this difcordancy 
was for his glory ; that in the end there would be a general 
refurre&ion, and a day of retribution, wherein fuch as had 
done well, and lived obedient to the law of God, fhoulJ go 
with the angel of light into a realm of light, where they 
fhould enjoy peace and pleafure for evermore ; and thole who 
had done evil fhould fuffer with the angel of darknefs ever- 
lafting punifhment in a land of obfeurity, where no ray of 
light or mercy fhould ever vifit them ; that thenceforward 
light and darknefs fhould be incapable of mixture to all eter- 
nity. He took great pains to perfuade his difciples of all the 
attributes of the divinity, efpecially of his wil'dom and his jui- 
tiec; in confequence of which he afTured them, that th-jy had 
none to fear but thcmfclvcs, becaufe nothing could render them 
unworthy of the divine favour but tfieir vices. Of all virtues 
he eftcemed what the Greeks called pbibxibriphy, and the 
apoftles brotherly love> the greatcft ; for which reafon he ex- 
horted all his followers to a£ts of charity and beneficence > 
fometimes alluring them by promifes, at other times driving 
them as it were by threatnings. The credenda of his religion 

were not numerous nor perplexed, though, according to ch« 
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mode of the cart, he fornetimes made ufe of parabolic relations ; 
as for example, when lie taught that on the fourth day after 
death the foul came to the bridge Tchir.avar^ and was there 
met by the angels Mihr-Izad and Refou-Izad, who weighed 
in the balance the good and evilaclions of the foul attempting 
to pafs ; and in cafe the former prevaile.i, then it went fafely 
over the bridge, if the latter, it was thrown thence into GV- 
henna , that is into the regions of darknefs, where the fouls of the 
wicked are punifhed m . That this is really a parabolic de- 
fcription, and not a literal account, of what is to happen 
after death, we fuppcfe, appears from the very face of the 
relation ; for it cannot be fuppofed, that 'Lcrdujht^ who was 
indifputaoly a very wife and learned man, and who took pains 
to make all his difeiples fo, jfhould neverthclefs attempt to 
impofe upon them fo abfurd a thing as this, taken in a literal 
fenfe, viz. that a fpirit diverted of matter fhould travel over a 
bridge, lying acrofs hell and leading to heaven; and that, 
after weighing his actions in a pair of fcales, the good angel 
fhould either lead him over fafc, or the bad one pufh him 
down ; this is abfolutely incredible. But that he fhould 
make ufe of thefe terms to infinuate, that the effects of our 
good and evil deeds tranfeend the grave, and either lead us 
to everlafting reft, or projedl us into never-ending mifery, 
is eafy to be undcrftood, and might as eafily have been be- 
lieved. In the book Sad-der, which is a compendium of the 
doctrines of TLerduJht colle£ied in his own words, this defcrip- 
tion of the ftate of the dead is placed in the firft chapter; 
and in the fecond it is thus applied ; men who believe the re- 
ligion of ZrrduJIjt will he afraid not only of great but of fmall 
fins; for fince all arc weighed and numbered, and accord- 
ing to the preponderating of this or that fcale the foul is 
to be happy or miferable for ever, whoever thinks of this 
will be afraid of adding weight to the Jeft hand fcale, 
and carneftly •delire to heap meritorious a£tions in that 
on the right hand, becaufc his all refts . on thjs trial. 
This is very found divinity, and very intelligible, where the 
mind is unprejudiced ; othcrwife it is eafy to ridicule the foul- 
I uppor ling bridge, and the anion-zveighing angel and con fe- 
quently to expofe Zerdt/Jht, not only as a wicked, but as a 
weak, impoftor. But to proceed ; he carefully inftructed 
thofc who heard him, and directed them to inftrudt all who 
would believe in his religion, that no man ought to defpair of 
die mercy of God, or fuppofe that it was too late for him to 
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amend ; he declared, that though we had a faculty of di£- 
tinguifliing between good and evil, yet that man has no 
conception of the value which God fets on our adtions, nor 
how far the intention may fan flify even a trivial a£l, where- 
fore even the worft of men may hope the divine favour from 
repentance and good works ; this he exemplified by ano- 
ther parable, which is alfo recorded in the book Sad-der, and 

whicn runs in thefe words : " It is reported of ZeriuJhU the 
<c author of our religion, that one day, retiring from the pre- 
tc fence of God, he beheld the body of a man plunged in 
* c Gehenna y his right foot only being free, and flicking 
C4 without. Zcrdiijht thereupon cried out, What is this 
" that I fee, and wherefore is this man in this condition ? 
" he was an fwe red, This man whom you fee in this condi- 
u tion was formerly the prince of thirty three cities, over 
" which he reigned many years, without doing any one good 
<c a£iion ; for beiides oppreffion, injuflicc, pride, and vio- 
66 lence, nothing ever entered his mind ; and though he was 
<c the fcourge of multitudes, yet, without legmiing their 
tc mifery, he lived at cafe in his pal ice. One day, however, 
<c as he was hunting, »hc beheld a fheep caught by the foot 
u in the thicket, and thereby held at fuch a dif:ance from 
4C food, that it mud have periilied ; this king, moved at the 
<c fight, alighting from his horfe, rcleafecl the fheep from the 
< c thicket, and led it to the pafcure 5 now fur this adt of ten- 
* c dernefs and companion his foot remains out of Gehenna^ 
cc though his whole body be plunged therein for the muki- 
" tude of his fins. Endeavour therefore to do all the good 
<c thou can ft without fear or apprchenlion ; for God is be- 
iC nign and merciful, and will reward even the final left- good 
" thou doeft"." Thcfc hints of his do£ti iiks, compaied with 
what has been already delivered in fpcaking of the leligiwn of 
the ancient Pcrjhns, cannot but be fufficient to fnew the ge- 
neral import of Zcrduftt's feheme of religion ; as to exterior 
rites, he altered the old mc:hod of burning lire on the tops of 
mountains, and in oilier places, under the open air, engag- 
ing his followers to erect Pyraa or fire- temples thrc-ughoiit 
all the dominions of Pcvfia^ that ihi:; fymbol of th-.- divinity 
might not at every turn be liable to be e\tmguiihcd. He ga 
them likewifc a liturgy, which thev h,M to have been brought 
to him from heaven, and therefore refufe to make any altera- 
tions therein, though the !an<n;a<ie in which it is uilttcn ib Ions 
ago j^rov/n obfulete, and is very little underftood by thepiiefis 
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themfelves. The priefts, or, as we ftile them, the magi> 
•were, according to his inftitution, of three ranks. The firft 
confifted of the ordinary or parochial clergy, as Dr. Prideaux 
very fignificantly terms them their duty was to read the 
holy offices daily in the chapels, and at certain ftated and fo- 
lemn times to acquaint the people with the contents of Zer~ 
dujhfs books, and to. paraphrafe on and explain them. In 
thefe parochial chapels there were no fire-altars, but lamps on- 
ly, before which tiieir devotions v;ere performed. The next 
degree of their clergy had the fuperin tendance of thefe ordi- 
nary priefts, and were to them what bifhops are to us : thefe 
too had their churches, in which were altars, whereon fire 
was continually kept, there being a certain number of the in- 
ferior clergy appointed to attend them, who, by four at a 
time, waited conftantly near the altar to provide it with 
fuel, and to aflift fuch devout perfons as reforted thither, 
with their advice and their prayers. Above thefe was the 
archimagus, /. e. the high-prieft, or, as the Per/tans ftiled 
him, the Muhad Muhadan. Zerdujht himfelf aflumed this 
office, and refided in the city of Balcb, where he governed 
his magians, and inftru&ed them in all forts of learning. As 
the aufterity of his own life and his extenfive knowledge 
fupported him in the high reputation he had gained among 
his cotemporaries, he recommended, as we have feen in the 
rules given by him for the conduit of the archimagus, the fame 
behaviour and the fame application to ftudy unto his fuccef- 
fors. Thefe injun£Uons were for many ages purfued by them, 
and was the reafon that they were admitted into the king's 
councils, fat with him in judicature, and had the education 
of the heirs of the crown ; infomuch that Pliny tells us, 
in bis time this religion ivas received by many nations, and 
bore fway in the eajl over the king of kings* It remains now, 
that we give an account of the book of the laws ftill extant 
among the Perfief, and indubitably written by Zcrditftt, whe- 
ther he was prophet or impoftor ; for as to the remaining 
actions of his life and his immature death, they belong to the 
reign of Gujbiaj}, and fliall be accordingly taken notice of 
therein. 

Zerdujbt's book, containing the inftitutes of his religion, 
is ftiled Zend or Zcnd-avajia, ufuaJly pronounced 'Lund and 
ZundavaJlaW) which is not a Perftan but an exotic word, 
Signifying a Tinder-box \ its author, in compliance with the 
oriental cuftom of giving all important treatifes allegorical 
names, having pitched on this to exprefs the nature of his 
book, which was to infpire its readers with divine zeal he 

likewife 
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like wife caufed it to be ftiled the book of Abraham^ intimat- 
ing, thac it contained the do&rines held by that patriarch. 
It is written, not in the ordinary Perfian character, but in 
the old PerftCy called from thence, among the ordinary Per* 
fees, the Zund character. The very learned Dr. Thomas 
Hyde propofed to the world to publifh a ccrredl edition of it 
with a Latin tranflation, but meeting with no encouragement 
to undertake lb laborious and expeniive a v/ork, the world has 
been deprived of the fight of this great cuiiofity o. It was 
originally written in twelve hundred fkins, and confifts of one 
and twenty parts, or different treatifes, all comprehended un- 
der the general tide of Zend or Zend-avajia^ which is the rea- 
fon, that we have had in Europe fo many different accounts 
of this book and its contents. For the fake of the people who 
profefs this religion, and who have notwithftaading no know- 
ledge at all either of the Zund chara&er, cr of the language in 
which that book is written, a very learned prieft has taken 
the pains to make a compendium thereof in modern Perjian 9 
which is the book Sad-der, fo often quoted by us from the 
Latin verfton publifhed by Dr. Hyde* and annexed to his 
impartial hiftory of the religion of the antient Perfians. Thiar 
learned critic is of opinion, that Zerdujht did not originally 
intend to have made this book confift of any more than two 
parts, viz. the Ze ndznd Pazendy refembling the Mijhna and 
Gemara in the Jewijh Talmud ; the firfl containing the litur- 
gy and principal doctrines of his religion ; the fecond a com- 
mentary on them, explaining and fhewing the rationale of 
them; but a3 new adverfaries rofe up daily, and other occa- 
fions required new treatifes, Zerdujht continued to write 
them, and to add them to his Zend-avajla, which ftill retain- 
ed the general title of the volume. Amongft the pieces com- 
prehended under that title, there is one bearing the title of 
Zeratujbt-nama 9 i. e. the hi/lory of Zerdu/bt, which is no 
other than his life written by himfelf. This, that it may be 
more generally known, has been rendered into the common 
Perfian by the prieft who publifhed the book Sad-der p. 
The celebrated Dr. Prideaux, fpcaking of this book, ac- 
knowledges that the rules and exhortations to moral living 
are written very preflingly, and with fufficient exaftnefs, ex- 
cepting only in one particular, which is that of inceft ; for 
this, he fays, is wholly taken away by Zerdufit, who teaches, 
that nothing of this nature is unlawful, but that a man may 
not only marry his fitter or his daughter, but his mother ; 

• Hiflor. vcicr. Perfar, p. 2 j. p II. R. V. P. c. x*v. xxvL 
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and he very jufily ohferves, that this is fuch an abomination, 
that though all things elfe were right in that book, this alone 
were fufficient to pollute it. But in fupport of all this, the 
dodlor does not quote either the book itfelf, or its compen- 
dium the book Sdd-der, or any other treatifc written by an 
avowed Per fee, but the authorities of Diogenes Laertius y 
Strcbo, Phiio-Judtztis, Tertullian, and Clemens Alexandria 
mis 9. It is but reafonnble, that we fhould fufpend our be- 
lief till we have a deciiive account of this matter, efpecially 
if we confider, that in other refpc&s thefe authors are fre- 
quently mifraken. It may indeed be urged, that inceft was 
commonly pra&ifed by the Per fan kings (if wc give intire 
credit to the Greek hiftorians) ; but admitting this to be fo, 
it is no direct proof, that Zcrdujht allowed it, any more 
than the contrary pradice of the Per fees at this day is a de- 
monftration that he did not allow it. As to the reft of the 
contents of this book, we fhall not infift farther on them 
here, becaufe it would lead us into too Ions; a di?rcffion from 
the thread of our hiitory; but the inquifitive reader will rind 
at the bottom of the page feme farther memorandums relating 
to the works of Zoroajler (O). 

We will conclude our account of this extraordinary per- 
fon, with observing, that he is (aid by credible authors, to 

have 

4 Connexion of the hiitory bf the Old and New Teftamenr, 
Vol. I. p. 320. 

(O) In this note we (hall fpeak largely of ZcrdttJkP* writings, that 
is, as largely as the nature of this work will allow; and, that we 
may do this clearly, wc will confider them, firft, as they are known 
to the Perfees and oriental nations in general ? fecondly, as they 
arc known to the Greeks. 

The Zendavafla % a:, we hare faid in our text, is divided into one 
and twenty treatifes, each called by the Pmfees Nejick, or broadly 
pronounced Nujk, i. e. a part. Every one of thefe treatifes has 
its proper title fuited to the fubjecr. of which it treats. T hus Pa- 
xend> which is the name of the lecond treatife fignifles, the prop or 
buttrefs of the Zend, becaufe it comprehends the reafons lupport- 
ing the dottrines delivered in the firii part, called fimply theZend; 
the fixteench treatifc is that called Leratufot-nama* or the life of 
Zerdujht, mentioned in the text. Dr. Hu/e, who, like a generous 
man, dcfired, that all the world fhould partake of the treafures he 
had in his hands, publilhed the content* of this book, in hopes 
they might fo far move the curiofity of the public, as to enable 
him to publifh the book iileit. It contains forty chapters and a- 
bout a hundred and forty pages, wherein the whole myftery of 

ZerduJhC% 
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have predicated the coming of the Mefliah, and this not in dark 
and obfeure terms, fuch as might have been applied as well to 
any other perfon, but in plain and cxprefs words, and fuch as 
could not be mifraken ; nay farther, it is affirmed, that the 
wife men out of the eaft, recorded by the cvangelift r to have 
come to Bethlehem, and there worshipped our Saviour on ac- 
count of his ftar which they had feen in their own country, 
were the difciples of Zerdujbt. Sonic of the learned indeed, 
flighting this relation, have fixed on Balaam's prophecy r , in 
order to account for that event ; and hence without doubt it 
happened, that fo learned a man as Hornius was of opinion, 
that Leroajler might have been the fame perfon c . Far be it 

from 

r Ma tth . ii. i. f Hyde, H. R. vet.P. p. 384. ' Hift. 
Philofoph. lib ii. c. 4. p. 80. 

Lcrdufht** character as a prophet, and the methods made ufe of by 
him for the propagation of his religion, are fet forth at large ! V I7). 
The twentieth treatife in theZ<?«^ -a<vafta is called Bizi/bk-nama f i.e. 
the Book of 'Phyjicians, becaufe it treats of the virtues of drugs, and 
how they may be applied. Thus the writings oiLerdu/bt contain 
not only the religion, but the learning, of the magi, and therefore 
he recommended it to all hifl fucceffors in the office of high-prieft 
to be perfect matters of all ufeful learning. As the book Lend is 
the bible of the Perfaes, fo to exprefs a rijht or jult thing, they 
fay Zend-aver, i. e. permitted by the Zend, and an evil action they 
call Na Lendaver, i. e. not permitted by the book Zend. 'Lend laph, 
fignifies a zealous Per fee, but Lend chart, which literally rendered 
is a reader of the Lend, fignifies not a common reader, but him 
who reads it in the parifh church, fo that it is equivalent to what 
the Jews call Chacham, and the Mohammedans Imam As to the 
notion of Curtius,of the magi's finging their prayers, ic is not, ftrift- 
ly fpeaking, true, though they have a particular tone of voice pro- 
per to the recital of thiir prayers, in which they agree with the 
modern Jeivs, and perhaps with many other nations ( 18). Dr. 
Prideanx is very fevere on thia method of devotion, and compares 
it to the manner of popifh priefts celebrating their mafs ^9) ; but 
in refpeel to thofe things which are regulated by cullom, perhaps 
thofe cenfures fhould be fparcd, fince it is hard to find the reaibn 
why the cuftom of one country fhould render ridiculous the cullom 
of another. 

As to what the Greeks knew of Zoronjier's writing?, it is difficult 
to fay what ought to be believed ; Eujebius fpeaks of a collection 

Hift. vet. Per/, e. xxiv. p. 329, 330. ( i8 N Ibid. p. 
342. (19) Conn eel ion of the Hijlory of the Old and Nrw Tefla- 
trrnt , VoL I p. 309. 
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from us to countenance any fuperftitious ftories, and as far be 
it from us either to conceal or to detradt from truth, or what 
has the appearance of truth ; we are writing the life of Zer- 
dajht from fuch authors as have come to our hands, we ought 
not therefore to omit mentioning a circumftance of fuch con- 
fequence, and fupported by various teftimonies. If the dif- 

truft 

of phyfics written by this great man, and quotes from thence the 
following defcription of God's attributes, affirming them to be the 
cxprefs words of Xoroajler ; " God hath the head of a hawk, he is 
" the firft incorruptible, eternal, unbegotren, indivifible, mod like 
* ( himfelf, the charioteer of every good, one that cannot be bribed, 
4t the befl: of things good, the wifeft of things wife ; he is more- 
" over the father of equity and juftice, felf- taught, felf- exigent, 
" infinitely perfect, omnifcient, and the fole ruler of nature (20)". 
Suidas afcribes to him four books of nature, one of precious ftones, 
five of the wifdomof the ftars (21). Pliny fays he wrote two mil- 
lions of verfes, on which Hermippus wrote commentaries, a treatife 
on agriculture, and a book of vifions (zz). But of all the works 
mentioned by the Greeks his oracles are the moft confiderable, be- 
caufe of them there are dill fome remains, could we be fure they 
were genuine ; but Porphyry fays exprefly, that fome chriftian he- 
retics, boafting of the fecret works of Xoroafter y attempted to de- 
ceive the world, and, if they believe what they fay, are deceived 
themfelves, fince thefc treatifes are no better than forgeries (23). 
The famous prince of Mirandula gave the oracles yet extant fome 
reputation by the following account of a manufcript in his own pof- 
leflion ; " I was, fays he, forcibly taken off from other things, and 
" engaged to ftudy the Arabian and Chaldean learning, by certain 
" boob in both thofe languages, which came to my hands, not ac- 
" cidentally, but, queftionlefs, by the difpofal cf God in favour of 
" my ftudics ; hear the infcriptions and you will believe it. Thefe 
" Chaldaic books, if I ought to call them books and not treafures, 
" are the oracles of Zoroajter, Aben-Ezra, and Melchior> magi, in 
" which thofe things which are faulty and defective in the Greek 
" are read here perfect and entire. There is alfo an cxpofition 
(t by Chaldaic wife men on thefe oracles, concife, and fomewhat 
" obfcure indeed, but full of rare myfteries, and curious learning. 
" There is befides a book of the Chaldaic theology, with a co- 
" pious and admirable difcourfe of the wifdom of the Per/tans, Gre~ 
" cians, and Chaldeans (24)". Ficittus, to whom he directed this 
letter, found thefe books after his deceafc, but fo worn and illegi- 
ble, that nothing could be made of them. Some of thefe oracles, 

(20 J Eufebius Prepar. Evangel. (21) In 'voce ZtfpotfYpuf. 

(22 1 Hi ft. Nat. lib. XXX. c. I. (23) Im vita Plotinu (24) 
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rruft which critics affe& to fhew of all things reported by 
oriental writers fhould be fufficient to overturn the credit of 
thefe predictions in the judgment of an impartial reader, it is 
not our fault ; we are to relate, but in cafes of this nature 
every man muft determine for himfelf(P). On the whole 

wc 

which efcaped the injuries of time, were firft publifhed at Paris by 
Lewis lillet in 1563, with the commentaries of Gemijlus Plctbo ; 
the fame were afterwards tranflated, and with the comment of Pfcl- 
lus publifhed at Paris 1607. But Frana 'feus Patricius; having great- 
ly enlarged them by excerpts from Proclus, Her mi as, Simplicius, 
Damajius, and Arnobius, fent them into the world with an accurate 
tranflation of his own. From him our ingenious countryman Mr. 
Stanley took them, and publifhed them with the commentaries of 
Pletho and Pfe/las, at the end of his Chaldaic philofophy in 1661 

1 P ; The wifdom of the eaft was not only a fcripture phrafe, but 
ufed alfo by the beft prophane authors, who knew very well, that 
notwithstanding the boafting of the Greeks, fcience came originally 
from that corner of the world. It is a common, but no very pro- 
bable, opinion, that they were kings who vifited our Saviour in his 
cradle ; though they might indeed come from a king, that is from 
the king of Perjia, to enquire for the Meffiah. That they might 
come, as fome have infifted, from Arabia is true, becaufc Arabia 
lay in their way ; but that the magi came from another country 
than Perjia, in which they always flourifhed, is what cannot eafily 
be believed ; but that thefe magi or wife men went into Judaea in 
purfuance of Zerdu/bt's prophecy, is a point to be proved, not by 
us indeed, who have not fee n the Zend-a<vafta, but even without 
feeing it we mall be able to juftify what we have faid in the text, 
and defend ourfelves from the imputation of fuperftition, if we can 
but produce probable authorities. Sbariftani, whom we have more 
than once quoted in his hiftory of the religions of the eaft, fays cx- 
"prefly, that Zerdufit prophefied in his Zend-ava/ta, that in latter 
times there mould arife a man called Ofhanderbegha, i. e. Homo 
Mundi, which differs little from the title Chrift often gives himfelf 
of the Son of Man, of whom Zcrdujbt prophefied, that he fliould 
teach the world true religion andjuitice, that for a time his Icing- 
dom mould be oppreffed by the devil ; but in the end this righteous 
perfon fhall triumph, and fhall eftablifli peace and happinefs upon 
earth (26). To this let U3 add a very extraordinary paflhge from 
the travels of Mr. Tavernicr : " They give, fays he, three children 
" to their prophet, and though they have not hitherto appeared 
" in the world, their names are however fettled. As he parted the 

(20 Vide Pn face to the Chaldaic Oracles. (26 ) Sharif aid 
*p. Hyde rcl. vet. Per far. c. mi. f. 383. 
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we may be permitted to fay, that on a view of what different 
authors have delivered concerning Xerdujht and his writings, 
he {lands fairly entitled to the character we have given him 
of an extraordinary perfon, efpecially when we reflect, that 
his miniftry was of no long continuance, according to the 

moft 

* c river, fay they, ab ipfo cecidere tres feminis genitalis gutta, which 
« are preferved to the end of the world. That God fliall fend a 
<c virgin for whom he has a favour into the fame water, who, per 
'< receptionem prima guttar, /hall be impregnated, and bring forth 
«' a fon, who fhali be called Qcbder, he fliall appear in the world 
«* with great authority, and fliall oblige it to receive the law of his 
« father, and (hall difcourfe with much eloquence,and confirm what 
<c he fays with miracles.' The fecond who fnall be called Ochi- 
«' derma, fliall be conceived in the fame manner, he fliall fecond 
« 4 his brother in his defigns and fliall affifl: him in preaching, he 
« lhall Hop the courfe of the fun ten days, to force by that fign 
«• the belief of the people whom he teaches. The third fliall be 
<c conceived by the fame mother in the fame way ; his name fliall 
«' be Senoiethotius, he fhali come into the world with greater aa- 
«' thority than either of his brothers, that he may reduce all na- 
«' tionstto the true religion ; after which lhall be the general refur- 
'« rL-£lion,when the fouls in heaven and in hell fliall return and take 
<« poffefiion of their bodies, the mountains and all the metals fliall 
«* then melt, and finking into the gulph of hell fliall fill it up, fo 
'« that the manfions of the devils fliall be ruined. After this great 
" change the earth fliall be plain and pleafant, and men fliall live 
" happily therein, praifing God and his Prophet 0«7)*\ Dr. Hyde 
obferves very judicioufly, that thefe three fans- reprefent the three 
Hates of the Meflhh. His nativity, when his coming was publiflied 
to the world by various means ; his miniftry while he continued 
upon earth, preaching and doing miracles ; and his fecond advent 
when he (hall judge the world in righteoufnefs, and his faints fliall 
rejoice and fing (28).. t But the ttrongeft evidence ^of this matter is 
the teftimony of the famous Abul Pbarajius, who writes thus : 
«« Tjorodajbt or Tjerdujht, the preceptor of the magian feci, began 
** to teach in Aderbayagjan, or as fome fay in Affyrta. He taught 
«' the Perfians, that our Lord Chrift would' manifeft himfelf, com- 
« manding them to carry him gifts, telling them that in the latter 
96 times a virgin fliould conceive without the" help of man, and that 
«< when flie mould bring forth, a liar fliould appear fliining in the 
*' day time, in the middle of which the figure of a virgin fliould be 
«« feen. You therefore, O ! my children, having notice of his 
u birth before all other nations, when ye fee that itar, follow it, 

v 

(27) Tavern. Voyage, Tom. 1. lib. 1V./.4S5. (28) Hifl. ReL 
Wh Per/, c. xxxi. p. 583. ' 
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moft authentic accounts not above five years, that is from the 
time of his prcfenting hirafelf to Gujhtafp to his being fiain at 
the fick of Balcb ; but it is now time for us to return to the 
hiftory of Gujhtafp, and of the remarkable events which hap- 
pened during his reign (QJ. 

The 

« 'which will direcl you to fhe place where he is born, sadore him, 
" 'offer him your gifts, for he is that word which clabliflicd the 
" heavens (Z9". This paflage is quoted by Dr Hyde, but there 
is another in the fame author which he has not mentioned, which 
we therefore (hall from that excellent author exhibit to our lea- 
ders ; " The fame year Cajar the emperor fenr Cyrenius into Ja- 
" daa in order to tax it. Jofepb the hufb nd of Mary, going up 
*< upon this occafion from Nazatetb to Jsnifale?"., that he might 
" give in his name, when he came to Bethlehem in the way Mart 
" did bring forth a fou. The magi brought their gifts from the 
" eall, and offered to Chriil gold, myrrh, and frankincenfe. Bo- 
*' ing queftioned on this head by Herod in their paJl'agv, they an- 
44 fwered thus : A perfon of great fame among lis, in a book which 
" he left us, hath thus admonifhed us : There flu 11 hereafter be 
66 born in Paleftine a male child defceuding from heaven, whom the 
" greateft part of the world iha 1 obey j now ihc lign of his ap- 
" pearance mail be this ; Y e fhdl fee a ftrarige liar which (hall di- 
" ie:.l you till it (lops, which when ye fluil beho ? d, take ye gold, 
" myrrh, and frankincense, and offer rhem to him, and adore him, 
" then return ye, left great evil finuld overtake ye Now there - 
" fore this ftar appearing, we ccme to do as we were commanded 
" (3°)" * a noble teftimony furely. 

(Q^J The death oiTLerdnjbt was violent indeed, but we cannot 
call it unhappy, fmce his religion did not p enu uitii him, which 
certainly it would have done, if he had been as bungling an im- 
poitor as fome would make him. A Pe> fian hiftorian tells u-, that 
Jfjjafp overturned the Fire- temples erected by 'Li.rJujlt in Ba/cb f 
and flew feventy priefts, putting out the i acred nrc w;t:i the blood 
of the magi (31). Whe'her this moil be uuuu'ilood'iiteial.'y or 
figuratively, it would be difficult to tell, if another hiiloriau had 
not related it more at lar^e. " Notice, {ay.s this writer, being 
" given to the king of Toaran by certain mer:h ant. , that thcic 
" were no foidiers iefc in Balcb, all of ihcni :i • ; nc r repaired to 
" the army of Gujhtafp and that his fit her Lwn/p '.v is left alone 
•** in that city, with inch as attended on the Py/ra, and eighty 
48 prielts ; /Irgjafp on this information drew together an army of 
** fifteen thoufand men, fending his fon Kehram before him, and 
" following with all expedition himfelf. h is faid, that when 
" dt'gjaffi entered Irem, Lohr/tjp receiving advice thereof came out 

(29) Abut Pharajhs hi Hi /lor D on/I. p. 83, '30) IhuL p. 
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The old anirnofities between the inhabitants of Touran and 
Iran broke out into a frefb war, while Gujhtafp fat on the 
throne of his anceftors ; it is not eafy to fay, whether this 
monarch or Argjafp, who then reigned in Touran, was the 
aggrefibr, Mirkhond inclines to the former opinion, and 
makes this a war of religion, undertaken to reduce Argjafp 
and his fubjcdfe to. the faith of Zerdujht, that prince being, 
according to Dr. Prideaux, a zealous Zabian*, which if he 
was, we know not how to account for it, fince it fhould 
feem, that the old religion of Perfta flourifiied there in the 
days of Phridun; and, as we have feen, Zerdujht was not 
the inflitutor of a new, but the reformer of the old religion ; 
however it was, Mirkhond informs us, that Gujhtafp having 
affembled the whole forces of his empire, marched with them 
into Truran-i and meeting Argjafp in battle he vanquifbed 
him, flew bis fon in the field, and, before the Turkijh mo- 
narch could aflemble a new army, potfe/fed himfelf of his ca 
pital, and gave the plunder of it to his loldiers, after which 
returning triumphantly into Pcrjia, he, on fome jealoufies or 
iufpicion, imprifoncd his fon Ifphendiyar in a ftrong caftle, 
featcd on the top of a high mountain, called Ghird Kouch, 
i. e. the round mount ; but he had foon reafon to repent the 
ill ufage of fo deferving a prince ; for Argjafp* irritated by 
the ufage he had met with, raifed all the forces of Touran, 
and making a fudden inroad into the province of Chorafan, 
lie facked the city of Batch* where he killed Lohrafp, the fa- 
ther of Gujhtafp* in his cloifter, flaughtered Zerdujht with 
all his priefts attending there on the chief Fire-temple, which 

B Connection of the Hiftory of the Old and New Teftament, 
Vol. I. p 321. 

" of his retreat, and put himfelf at the head of a fmall troop, 
" with whom he killed many of the enemy, but in the end Loh- 
" rafp with the eighty prielrs before mentioned was flain, and the 
•* holy fire extinguifhed with their blood ; with thefc priefts alfo 
" fell Zerdujbt the prophet, who then refided at Batch (32). 
Hence it came to pafs, that Suidaj affirms of the AJJyrian Zoro~ 
after % chat he defired to die by fire from heaven, and advifed his 
countrymen to prelerve his alhes, afTuring them, that while they 
were kept their kingdom fliould never fail (33). All which the 
Alexandrian chronicle refers to the Perfian Ztroafter or our Zer- 
<&/fts(34). Of thefe fables we have faid enough, perhaps too 
much, already. 

(32) In Shahnama*neJr. ap. Hyde Relig. *vet* Perjar. p. 325. 
(3 3) Itiijupra, (34) Cbron. Altxand. /. 89. 
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he likewife overturned, committing all the outrages, that a 
mind ftung with the remembrance of what the Perfian king 
had done in his own country could fuggeft w . Elate with 
this conqueft, he advanced fo brifkly into the dominions of 
Iran that Gujbtafp did not think fit to meet him in battle, 
but chofe rather to confider how an army might be drawn to- 
gether, able to fight that of Argjafp on his return. His coun- 
fellors advifed him to fet his fon Ifphendiyar at liberty, and 
to intruft him with the management of the war. Necef- 
fity compelled him to take their advice, and he accordingly 
fent his brother Gjamafp to Ifphendiyar^ not only to releafe 
him, but alfo to aflure him, that his father would refign to 
him the throne, in cafe he proved victorious. As foon as If- 
pbendiyar arrived in the army, the Perfians took new cou- 
rage, and numbers reforted to his ftandard, though they had 
declined following his father. The young prince failed not 
to make ufe of thefe advantages, and coming fuddenly on 
Argjafp? he defeated entirely all his numerous army, obliging 
him to retire out of Perjia, and make all the hafte he could 
into his own dominions. After this glorious vidtory Gufhtafp 
received his fon with all imaginable marks of kindnefs and 
efteem ; however, he declined putting him in pofieffion of 
the crown, and in order to amufe him, he obferved, thut it 
would be unbecoming fo brave a prince bo put his father's 
crown upon his head, while his fitters, who were taken pri- 
foners at the fack of Balcb^ remained ftill in captivity. If- 
pbendiyar piqued at this pretence of his father, which 
fhewed that he did not think the prince had thoroughly 
humbled his enemies, that noble youth immediately de- 
termined to undertake a new expedition, that his father 
might have no excufc left for the non-performance of his 
promifc. With this view he feledled out of his army 12,000 
foot, and as many horfe, with whom he advanced towards 
the frontiers of Tour an? accompanied by his brother Bafmten? 
who was eider than himfelf. Having received intelligence, 
that Argjafp was retired to one of the ftrongeft places of his 
dominions, to which there were three different roads, the 
one plain and eafy fit for the caravans, but fo round about, 
that it required no lefs than fix months time to reach the 
place ; the fecond pretty difficult, but fo dire A, that by it a 
man might reach the court of Touran in a month; the third, 
which was hardly paflable, lay through woods and mora Acs, 
and afterwards over high mountains covered with fnow. If- 
pbendiyar having directed his brother to advance as expedi- 

w M 1 RKfj qnd. Hift. fe&. jtvi. Lebtauik. 
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tioufly as lie could through the fecond of thefe roads, he with 
fome relblute friends threw himfelf into the third. They 
were all habited like merchants, and carried with them je- 
wels and other curiosities of great value. The inftru&ions 
he gave his brother were thefe, that when he drew near the 
refidence of A^}^}h n - &ould poflr his army with all the 
filcnce imaginable in the neighbourhood of certain meadows 
which lav near the city, and that as foon as he fhould per- 
ceive a great number of fires lighted in thofe meadows, lie 
fhould order his horfe to advance, and execute the orders 
which fhoiiM then he given them, lfphcndiyar and his reti- 
nue, making the bell of their way, reached in feven days the 
court of c I\uran* The prince being introduced to Argjafp as 
a merchant who fled from the fevcrity of lfphcndiyar, and 
was deiirous of felling his goods in the dominions of Touran; 
the king received him and his companions with all imagina- 
ble courtefy, and accepted very kindly the magnificent pie- 
lent which the prince thought fit to make him. This lucky 
beginning was followed by a train of fuccefs anfwerable to 
Ifphewliyar's wifhes, for in a Ihort time lie wrought himfelf 
into the highdt degree of confidence with the king and his 
principal courtiers. When therefore lie was apprifed, that his 
brother with his forces , was arrived at the place appointed, he 
invited the king and court to a grand collation, in the mea- 
dows adjoining to th-- town. 1 hither they came in the even- 
ing, and great lues being lighted for drefiing the provifions, 
thefe ferved as iignals to Bajluten, who at the head of his 
horfe fucdenlv charged the Juris, and made themfelves ma- 
tters of the city. lfphcndiyar, and thofe who were about 
him, difpatched without delay the moft conffderable of the 
nobility, the prin.ee killing with Jiis own hand Argjafp king 
of Tatratu Then putting his fillers, whom he had releafed 
out of captivitv, into the hands of his and their brother Ba- 
fmtcn, he advifed him to retire with part of his forces into 
Perfidy while he with the reft marched againft feveral Indian 
princes, in order to force them and their fu bjefls to abandon 
idolatry, and receive the religion of Zerdufi)t, in which ex- 
pedition lfphcndiyar had prodigious fuccefs, and returned af- 
terwards into Perfity crowned with laurels. When he ar- 
rived at ljlachr, he expedted, that his father would without 
delay perform the promife, he had fo folemnly made and fo 
often repeated, of rcfigning to him his dominions; but tha 
politic Gujl)tafp intended nothing lefs. He received his fun 
as before with all the tokens of amity and tendernefs; but in- 
ftead of putting the ciown upon his head, he entertained him 
with a ftudied difcourfc on his own great abilities, and the 
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laudable obedience he had hitherto paid to all his commands. 
After this the crafty old prince complained, that there was 
ftill one enemy left to be fubdued, even in the heart of his 
dominions, viz. Rujian* who, having fortified himfelf in the 
provinces committed to his charge, abfolutely refufed to o- 
bey the king's commands, or receive the religion of Zerdufit. 
Gujhtafp infinuated, that it was neceflary for Ifphendiyar to 
reduce this nobleman before he afiumed the diadem, fince o- 
therwife he would receive from his father but half a king- 
dom. Piqued at this behaviour, the generous Ifphendiyar fet 
out for Sigjijtan* carrying with him his fon Bahaman\ on 
their arrival there Rujian met him and conferred with him 
at firfl- with great civility and refpect; but when the prince 
infifted on his yielding obedience to his father's commands, 
and profefling immediately the faith of Zerdujht* Rujian 
grew angry, and from hard words they quickly came to 
blows. As they were both men of great ftrength and a- 
gility of body, as well as of high fpirit and unconque- 
rable valour, the combat was long and doubtful ; at 
laft it inclined to Ijphendiyar* but Rujian* collecting all 
kis force into one blow, gave the prince fo deep a wound that 
he died upon the fpot, having only time to recommend his 
fon to Rujian* and to defire his brother Bajhuten to take care 
of his body ; both his requefts were exa&ly complied with, 
Bajhuten carried back his body into Perfia* where it received 
the higheft funeral honours, and Rujian carefully fent home 
his fon, Gujhtafp was inconfolable for the death of fo deferr- 
ing a prince. His grief, however, was forced to give way 
to the neceffity of the ftate ; for the new king of Touran no 
fooner heard what had happened in Perfia* than raifing a great 
army he invaded that kingdom, and wafted it without mercy 
with fire and (word. Gufjtafp* having colle£ted as great an 
army as the time would permit, marched with all poffible di- 
ligence to oppofe him, and, after having encountered and en- 
tirely routed his forces, conftrained him to retire into his own 
dominions. The public peace being now reftored, Gujhtafp* 
to (hew the refpeft he had for his fon's memory, refigned the 
crown to Bahaman the fon of Ifphendiyar, and, according to 
the example fet him by his father, retired from the world to 
a magnificent pleafure-houfe he had created not far from Scbi- 
ras* a palace of fuch fuperb architecture, that in after-times, 
as Mirkhcnd tells us, it was attributed to Solomon* the fon of 
David* to exprefs its excellence*. In all probability it flood 
in the neighbourhood of that mountain, which, lying behind 
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the famous palace of Perfepolis, is held to be the fepulchre of 
the antient Perfian kings. We have feen from various inftan- 
ces, that it was a common thing among the Perfian monarchs 
to quit their thrones, when they found their health and fpirits 
decay, and to fpend the laft years of their life in contempla- 
tion. If we admit that Gujhtcifp was the Hyjlafpes of the 
Greeks, then wc may apply what Ammianus Marcellinus fays 
of the latter to this retreat. " Hyjlafpes, fays this hiftorian, 
" was a moft wife perfon, who boldly penetrating into the 
" inner parts of upper India, came to a woody defert, vvhofe 
cc calm filence was pofTeifed by thofe high wits the Brach- 
cc ?nans ; from thefe lie learned the true fyftem of the heaven- 
" ly bodies and their motions, and the pure rites of true 
cc religion, with which knowledge he returned into Pcrfia, 
cc and taught it to the magi, amongft whom it has by tradi- 
ct tion been preferved even to this time"*. But perhaps, 
admitting Gujbtafp and Hyjlafpes to be one and the fame 
perfon, we ought to refer this expedition to his junior years, 
when he fled from his father into [Touran, from whence his 
journey into India was not difficult. There are feme Perfian 
writers, however, who give a very different account of this 
matter, of which the reader will have a clearer apprehenfion, 
if he recollects what frcm an antient Per/tan hiftorian we cited, 
as to Zerdufrjfs promifing king GuJIrtafp to fulfil his extraor- 
dinary re que (Is. Thefe hiftorians fay, that not Gufhtafp, 
but his fan Bafmdcn, addi&ed himfelf to divine meditations ; 
and that this Bajhuten, in conformity to the prophet's pro- 
mife, was tranfported to the mountain Dunbavand or Da- 
?navand, with thirty of his guards, where they yet live in the 
moft quiet and happy manner, the approach of all living crea- 
tures to their facred retreat being prevented by thick fleams 
of fal-armoniac iffuing from all fides of the mountain z . Our 
famous traveller, Sir Thomas Herbert, afcended this moun- 
tain, and paflcd clire&ly over it without meeting any fuch 
fleams; he acknowledges, however, that there are vaft quan- 
tities of fulphur thereon, and that in the night fome luminous 
vapours are fcen thereabouts, which he thinks proceed from 
the fjlphur a ; but the learned Dr. Hyde is for the old opini- 
on, and is for attributing them rather to fal-armoniac, but 
the do&or ccnfeiles, not only that the hiftory of Bajhatcn is 
fabulous, but that fome ftoricsof the fame fort related of Gufij- 
tafp are likewiie unworthy of belief b . We may with to- 

7 A m m i a M . Marcel, hill. lib. xxiii. 7 Hyde, hift. rcl. 
vet. Perf. c. xxiii. p. 306. ,l Herbert's Travels, p. 112, 
k IIvds, R. vet. P. ubi. fupra. 
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lerable certainty affirm, that the reign of Gujhiafp was the 

reign of learning in Perjia. In his time flourished a celebra- 
ted aftrologer whofe name was Gjamafp, furaamcd, accord- 
ing to the oriental cuftom, Al Hakim, i. e. <the wife or the 
/age. That fuch a perfon there was, and that he flour ifhed 
about this time, is pretty clear, but who he was ir very far 
from being certain 5 fome have made him the fon of Daniel 
the prophet c $ others the counfefior of king Gujktafp \ but 
the greater number, and thofe too of the moft credible wri- 
ters, fay, that he was the brother of that prince, and not 
only fo, but his confidant and chief minifter d . The fcience. 
for which he was particularly famous wasaftrology, and from 
his flcill therein he is faid to have predi&ed the coming of the 
Meffiah. Some treatifes under his name are yet current in 
the eaft, of which the reader will meet with fome account 
at the bottom of the page (R). 

Bahamatti 

cChalil. Suphi. ap. Hyde, R. vet. P. p. 385. *Mirk- 
hond. ubi fupra. Lebtarik. 

(R) Dr. Hyde t fpeaking of the philofopher mentioned in our 
text, citis a paffage from a very ancient author, having before told 
us, that this author aflerted, there had been among the Pcrfians 
ten doctors of fuch confummate wifdoro, as the whole world could 
not boaft the like.; then he gives the author's words, to the fenfe 
following : " Of thefe the fixth was Gjamafp, an aftrologer, who 
<c was counfellor to Hyftafpes. He is the author of a book entitled, 
" Judicia Gjamafpis, in which is contained his judgment on the 
" planetary conjunctions. And therein he gave notice, that Jefus 
*' fhould appear, that Mohammed fhould be bom, that the Magian 
11 religion fliould be aboliflied. &c. nor did any aftrologer ever 
" come up to him (35)". Of this book there is an Arabic vcrfion, 
the title of which runs thus : The book of the philofopher Gjamafp, 
containing judginents en the grand conjunctions of the pia nets, and on the 
events produced by them. This vcrfion was made ly La/i, the title 
he gave it in Arabic was Al Kctanat, and he puhliihed it A, D. 
12S0. In the preface of his vcrfion it is faid, that after the times of 
Zeroafter or Lerdufht reigned Gujktafp the Ton of Lobrafp, a very 
powerful prince, who poflefled not only Iran but Touran and llaba- 
febia; i. e. JEtbiopia, that in his reign flouriuVd, in the city of 
Balcb on the borders of Chorafan, a moft excellent phi'ofophcr, 
whofe name was Gjamafp, author of this hook, wherein is contained 
an account of all the great conjunctions of the p anets, which had 
happened before the time of thi9 aftrologer, and which were to 
happen in fuccecding ages, and wherein the appearances of new 



(35) E Lib. Mucj. p. 227. ap Hyde. R. vet. P. cap. xxxi. p. 38;. 
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tan. Bahaman, the fon of Ifphendiyar^ fucceedecj his grand-fa- 
ther Gujbtafp in all the mighty empire he had acquired. Be- 
fore 

religions, and the rife of new monarchies, were exactly fet down. 

This author, throughout his whole piece ftilcs Zerdujht, or Zoroa- 
fier y our Prophet (36). That aftrology, by which we mean fore- 
telling future events, or pretending to foretel them, by contemp- 
lating the heavenly bodies, was a Science, if we may be allowed 
fd to call it, very early in vogue among the Per/tans, might be ea- 
fily proved if this were a proper place. To fay the truth, the very 
terms in ufe among aftrologers are irrefragable proofs of it, for 
they are moil of them either Arabic or Perfic ; and for this reafon 
Chaldaea, the miftrefs of our weftem aftrology, was in antient time* 
always in the polfeffion either of the one or the other of thefe na- 
tions. The notion of predicting the rife and progrefs of religions 
from the grand conjunctions of the planets has been likewife pro- 
pagated in our weftern. parts ; Cardan was a bold aflerter of this 
doctrine, and if he did not intend it himfelf, we are pretty certain, 
that his fcholar Vaninus actually thought of fubverting the belief of 
the gofpel difpenfation, by pretending that all religions owed their 
force and predominacy to the influence of the ftars- (37). The 
modern Pcrjians are ftill great votaries to this fort of knowledge ; 
but they diftinjuifh between aftronomy and aftrology, they ftile the 
former Elmnejoum, i. e. the fcience of the Jiars, and the latter Efie- 
Krag y i. e. the revelation of the fan ; they have, however, but 
one word to cxprefs allronomer and aftrologer, viz. Manegjim, 
which is exactly equivalent to the Greek word Aflrologos. Of all 
the provinces of Pcrfia Chora/an is the moft famous for producing 
grcv.t men in that art, and in Chora/an there is a little town called 
Genabul, and in that town a certain family, which for 6 or 700 
yti.r^ pail has produced the mpft famous aftrologers in Perfia ; and 
the king's aftrologer is always either a native of Genabed, or one 
brou^lu up there:. Sir John Chardin affirms, that the appointments 
in hi>> ci mc f or t ]> e f e f a g CS amounted to fix millions of trench livres 
per Annum, which fhews how highly thefe fort of people are yet ef- 
tee.ned in that country. As to the notions they have of the tranf- 
cendent fkill of the antient profeflbrs of that art, the author juft 
now mentioned gives us afi.igular inftance in the hiftory of Aiken- 
di t a Jew, who was profeflor of judicial aftrology at Bagdad in the 
caiiph.it of Almamaum Againft this Jewifh allrologer all the 
hunmcdum had 1 very great fpleen ; one more hardy than the ref\ 
refo'ved to attack bh reputation, and to endeavour to difpoflefs him 
of the caliph's cfteem ; to this end he repaired to Bagdad, and 
finding Alketidi in theciliph's prefence, he afked him why he took 
upon himfelf to know more in aftrology than other people? Becaufe 
I bwiv replied Aikendi what you kno»w not, and you know not ivhaf 

(36) D" Uerbdot, Bib/. Orient. Art* Giamap. (37) Amphi- 
thectir. W Dialog. 
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fore we enter upon the reign of this prince, it is necei&ry 
that we fliould fettle his name. Mirkhond calls him as we do 

Bet ha snarly 

* 

1 know. This provoked the Mohammedan do&or fo much, that 
he would needs make a trial of his boafted knowledge in the ii : vhc 
of the caliph. In order to this each drew a circle about himicif> 
and fat down therein with his books and inftruments. The Mohan- 
medan doctor at laft took a piece of paper and a pen, and, after 
feeming to write a good deal, folded it up, and gave it the caliph, 
defiring Aikcndi to give a pro:>f of his (kill, by re ling what was 
written in his paper ; to which the other after a little time anfwer- 
ed, You have wrote but two words in your paper, one is the name 
of a plant, the other of an anim il. The caliph opening the pa- 
per found this to be true. And this ad vent tire fpread the fame of 
Alkendi throughout all the eaft. It happened cherc was then reli- 
dent in the college at Balch a young ftudeat of bright parts, who 
had been fcholar {to the Mohammedan fage, over whom Alkendi had 
triumphed. He was fo much piqued at the dishonour done his ma- 
iler, that as foon as he heard this ftory he bought himfeif a poignarj, 
and took a journey of twelve hundred Englijb miles from Balch to 
Bagdad on purpofe to murder Alkendi. When he arrived a: this 
laft- mentioned city, he inquired the time when Alkendi taught in 
the public fchoois, which when he had learned, he went thither 
with his poignard under his gown, as if he had been a itudenc 
come, to hear him. Alkendi was in the mid:t of his lecture when he 
entered the room, but he immediately made a full Hop, and turn- 
ing his eyes on this ftranger, addreffed him thus ; I know who you 
are, and to what purpofe you come Your name is Alhummar 
(the true orthography is Abu M* Shar) and you will become one 
of the grcateft aftrologers of time ; but then you niuit lay a 

fide the bloody defign which 01 ought you hither, and you mult 
throw into the xnidit of the fchool that poignard which you carried 
on purpofe to kill me. Albumazar ftruck at thi > fpeech, fir It threw 
down his poignard, and then himfeif, at the feet of Alkendi ; 
thenceforward he applied himfeif ilrictV to the ftudy of allnlo^y, 
and became, as that fage had predicted, wonderfully famoir, be- 
ing known to the learned wo/ld by the name of Alhumaxar of 7? \!ch 
(38^. The reader may perhaps think thi a long and unnervfL-y i.'i- 
greflion ; but we had our reafons for infe.-ting it. Wc were I pja ic- 
ing of Gjnmaff* predicting the coining of Chrift. A very !u irn- 
ed countryman of our own has reported the lame thin;; f'om Albu* 
mazar y his words arc thefe : *' In the fphe.e of Perfia y f iiii Ahen- 
4t Ezra, there arifeth upon the face of the fign I'irro a beautiful 
** maiden, ihe holding two ears of corn in her hand, and x child 
" in her arms, flie feedeih him, and Jgiverh him inch, &c. This 

*' maiden, faith Albumazar, vvc call AdreneJcfa y the pure virgin. 

f 38) Cbardin. Voyag. twi. Hi. p. 203. 
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Bahaman, and fays, that he had two furnames, the one Di- 
razdejl, i. e. long-hand, becaufe his right hand was longer 
than his left, and the other Ardjhir on this account ; when 
his mother was big with this fon, there came a great aftrologer 
to the court of Gujhtafp his grandfather, and addreffing him- 
felf to Ifphendiyar, prefented him a fmall bafket, which he 
told him was for the ufeof the fon that fliould be born to him, 
upon opening it there was found a veflel full of milk and a 
little flour, the perfon who brought it alledging by way of 
excufe, that his circumftances did not allow him to bring any 
thing better. Ijphendiyar and his fpoufe were fo much fatis- 
lied with the prefent, that they took from thence the name of 
their fon, Ard fignifying Flour, and Shir Milk, in their an- 
cient language ; hence it came to pafs, that this prince was 
better known by his furnames than by his proper name, being 
generally called in the oriental hiftories Ardjhir Dirazdeji, 
and by the Greeks Artaxerxes Longimanus. He is reprefented 
by Mirkhond as one of the wifefl: and beft princes that ever 
fwayed a fceptrc ; he was fo folicitous for the impartial diftri- 
bution of juftice to all his fubjefo, that he fent fome favou- 
rites of his own privately into the courts of all his governors, 
that they might bring him exa£i informations of their behavi- 
our ; and when the tune of their governments was expired, 
he fent for them into his prefence, and either rewarded and 
commended their virtues, or elfe punifhed what they had done 
amifs according to the nature of the offence. In a year after 
his acceffion to the throne, he fummoned the ftates of his 
kingdom, whom he addreffed in terms full [of tendernefs and 
love ; he told them, that he had alTumed the regal dignity, not 

<: She bringeth up a child in a place which is called Ahric (the He- 
" bro-w land) and the child's name is called Eifi (Jefus). This 
" was enough to make Albert us Magnus believe that our Saviour 
" Chrill was born in Virgo, aud therefore cardinal Alliac erecting 
" our Lord's nativity by his defcription, cafteth this fign into the 
horofcope. But that was not the meaning of Albumaxar. His 
il meaning was (faith friar Bacon) Quod beata Virgo nata fuit, 
•« quandofol fuit in Virgme 9 £5* it a habetur Jignatum in Calendar io 9 
<* £if quod nut > iet Jilium fuum in terra Hebrajorum. That the /aid 
" virgin rwa j born, the fun being in that fign y as alfo nve have it fet 
•* douun in the calendar, aud that /he was to bring up her fin in the 

** Hebrew land (39)". The reader is to obferve, that Albumazar 
wrote cxprefly from the antient Perfic aftrologers, it may be from 
the very wort s of Gjamafp, which induced this note. 

(39) il/r. Jobs Gregorf s netts on various pajfages of fcripture, p. 

V5,2. 
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to gratify his own ambition, but to do good to them ; he there- 
fore intreated them, if they knew any wrong fteps he had ta- 
ken, or any vices that he had, which were detrimental to the 
public, that they would freely cenfureand reprove them ; nay, 
if they held him utterly unworthy of the empire, he exhorted 
them to depofe him, for he faid, that kings ought to 
be public bleflings, and that fuch as were not fo ought 
not to wear the title. The ftates, after highly commending 
the king's zeal, and receiving from him whatever they defired, 
feparated, and going into their refpc&ive provinces, carried 
with them the higheft fentimcnts of duty and refpe£t for fo 
deferving a prince. Ardfhir or Bahaman took care to repair 
all the cities, fire-temples, and public edifices, which, during 
the wars in Iran 9 had either been beaten down, or through 
the injuries of time had fallen to decay ; this being done, and 
his empire every where in a flourifhing condition, he thought 
it a proper time to revenge the death of his father, and to 
reunite the provinces of Sigjiflan and Kabul to his eftates ; and 
to this end he raifed a coniiderable army, and marched into 
the territories of Rujlan, whither he was no fooner come, 
than he was informed, that this great warrior was dead, but 
that his fon Feramorz had taken pofieffion of his government, 
and was marching to oppofe him with a great army. The 
king of Perfidy being defirous that the war fhould have a 
fpeedy determination, did not decline a battle, in which he had 
all the fuccefs he could defire, the enemy being entirely de- 
feated, and Feramorz killed upon the fpot. He took likewife 
Zal-zer, the father of Rujlan 9 prifoner, and returned tri- 
umphantly into Perfia, after obliging the inhabitants of thofe 
provinces to acknowledge him for their lawful lord. Mi rt bond 
gives us a very extraordinary account of the death of Ruftan^ 
which happened a little before this war commenced ; he had, 
according to this hiftorian, a brother whofc name was Cbajal, 
whom he fent to collect his revenues in Kabul \ where it fo 
happened, that Cbajal fell defperately in love with the gover- 
nor's daughter, who was a woman of moft accompliflicd 
beauty and of the rareft qualifications ; the governor, obfer- 
vinghow much the young ma,n was fmirten, gave him all the 
interruption poffible in his amour, until he promifed to do 
for him whatever he defired, provided he might have his daugh- 
ter; Cbajal having promifed this, the governor propofed to 
him the putting of his brother into his handa, that he might 
fecure to himfelf the abfolute policflion of his own territories 
by putting him to death, to which Cbajal^ for the fake of his 
mifirejs, afientcd. On \w return home, difcourfing with his 
brother, he informed him, that the governor of Kabul) whom 

he 
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he trufted fo much, was indeed a very tyrant, and grievoufly 
opprcfled die people under his jurifdi&ion. Rujian, highly 
inflamed at this, threatened to put that governor to death, 
and to. extirpate his family, to which end he allembled his for- 
ces ; but his brother, laying hold of the predominant quality 
of vanity, which was always prevalent in Ru/lan's temper, 
perfuaded him, that his prefence alone was fufficient to fright 
the governor of Kabul into fubmiflion, whereupon he fet out, 
attended only by a friend and this treacherous brother. As 
fbon as they arrived in the neighbourhood of Kabul, the gover- 
nor with a very few of his attendants came and made his 
fubmiflion, and moft humbly befought Rujlaris pardon, 
which Ruflan having given him, the governor entreated, 
him to reft that night at his houfe, which was but a fmall dis- 
tance from them ; when they came near its gates, Chajal rode 
on his brother's right, and the governor on his left, when on 
a fudden the ground gave way, and Ruflan and his horfe fell 
into a deep pit, which had been prepared for him, and fo art- 
fully covered with earth and leaves, that he did not perceive 
it. Ruflan, being apprifed of their treachery, intreated one 
of the governors attendants to give him a bow and arrows, 
that he might not be devoured alive by wild beafts; the man 
touched with his misfortunes, put them immediately into his 
hands, whereupon Ruflan drawing the bow with all his 
ftrength, let fly two arrows with fuch dexterity, that he ftruck 
the treacherous governor and his perfidious brother each to his 
heart, dying a little after himfelr" of the wounds he received 
on his fall. Such, if we yield an implicit belief to the Perftan 
hiflorians, was the end of this mighty warrior, the glory and 
fupport of his country and of its kings; but we fhall fhew 
in the note below, that this ftory of the life and adventures 
of Rujlan muft not be underftood exaitly as they have 
related it (S)> After the reduction of the provinces for- 
merly 

(S The title of this fe£tion is the hiftory 0/*Perf3a, according to the 
oriental writers. It is therefore our duty to report whatever we 
find in authentic hiflorians; but it does not follow, that we muft 
either believe ourfeives, or obtrude on our readers, all things con- 
tained in them for matters oi fatt. We are as fenfible as the moft 
inveterate critics can be, that there is much of fable perhaps in the 
bsftPerJian hiitoi ians, and it is not impoflible, that we may fome- 
time- miftake their meaning. For example, we know that Aphe* 
raftab y king of Tour an , muft have lived feveral hundred years, if 
what we have fct down in our hiftory be true, or clfe for a longfe- 
ries of years the princes of that conntry were ftiled Aphcrafiab, as 
the kings of Egypt were called Pharaoh, and the kings of the JW- 
lijlines were intituled Abimdecb. But then the famedifficulcy recurs 
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merly held by the hero we have juft now mentioned, Baha- 
ma^ or Jrdjhir, extended his empire on all fides -> fome his- 
torians 

as to Ruftan. His father Zal-%er lived to be carried away prifoner 
by Babaman, of whofe reign we are now (peaking, he muft then 
have been near feven hundred years old, and Ruftan, who was lately 
dead, muft have been greatly upwards of fix hundred ; thefe are 
incredible things, and therefore we muft fuppofe, that, notwith- 
standing the Perfian hiftoriams fpeak all as of one raan, there was a 
fuccellion of heroes in that family, who were hereditary governors 
of tke province of Sigjiftan, and called from their famous anceilor 
Ruflan. Something of this fort we meet with in fcripture, where 
not only two kings of Gerar are called Abimelccb, but bo;h the 
captains of their hoft are ftiled Pbicol ( 40). What renders our 
conjecture ftill the more probable is, that the provinces gover- 
ned by this family took their name, which is more likely to have 
happened after a fucceflion of governors, than in the time of one 
man. We mention this merely to prevent a iufpicion, that we fwal- 
low without confideration all that oriental writers have delivered. 
When we fhall have clofed our hiflory of the Perfian kings, natives 
of that country, we fhall, as we have promifed, give a large ac- 
count of the chronology of thefe times, and make it as intelligible 
as we can. In the mean time, let us add a few cireumftances, which 
we have not had occafion to infert in the text, as to the family of 
which we were juft now fpe*king. The author of the Guliftan 
tells us, that Zal-zer gzve his fon Ruftan this caution. Never def- 
pife an enemy, however impotent be may feem at prefent, for a ft ream* 
which will fcarce bear a ft raw at its fource, grews in its courfe ftrong 
enough to carry away a camel and its burden (4 1 ). We have frequently 
taken notice of the mighty encomiums beftowed by the oriental ro- 
mance writers on our hero Ruftan. Of all his exploits none, howe- 
ver, furnilhes them with fo much room to expatiate on, as his two 
days combat with Ifpbendiyar. Thefe ftories were fo pica fane in 
themfelves, fo agreeably embelliflied by thofe who took them for 
their theme, that they gave no fmall interruption to Mohamwd in 
his fettling his new religion. Itfeems there was one Nejfer who had 
been in Perfia about his concerns as a merchant, and there picked 
up the relation of Ruftan's combats with Jfpbendiyar, he vehemently 
oppofed Mohammed, and laughed at his pretended miflion, and die 
better to cairy his point, he diverted the people with thefe ftories, 
which had fuchan affeft, that when hohammed brought them a new 
chapter of the Koran, they would frequently cry our, This is an old 
ftory ; there is no great matter in this \ it is not half fo pleafant as the 
Jiories of Nefier, which provoked the pretended prophet very much ; 
and put him upon curfing this Neffcr violently as an enemy to God 

(40} Genef. xxi. 23. xxvi. 26. Q41) Herbelot. Bill. Ori- 
ent, Art\ Zal. 
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torians fay, that Kirejb* \. e. Cyrus , was his governor in 
Babylon ; but this is a palpable miftake grounded on a real 
fadt, viz. the great kindnefs which this prince exprefled for 
the Jews ; fome have reported, that his mother was of that 
nation ; however it was, we may be afTured, that he had a 
very great regard for the chofen people, and did them great 
kindneffes. , This prince had a fon whofe name was Sajfan^ a 
man much addicted to learning, and efpecially to aftrology, 
whence it came to pafs, that either through his own mo- 
defty he pretended not to the empire, or was precluded there- 
from by his father on account of his ftudious life, which that 
aftive prince thought incompatible with the duties of a fove- 
reign ; however it was, hiftorians are agreed that he did not 
fucceed, nor did pretend to the fucceffion on the demife of 
his father, but led contentedly a private life, though his de- 
fendants afterwards recovered the kingdom, as will be fhewn 
in the next period of our Per/tan hiftory from oriental hifto- 
rians. After a long and glorious reign, wherein he fo far 
extended his dominions, that fome will have his furname of 
Dirazdeji derived from thence, Bahaman or Ardjhir died, 
and left his empire to his wife Homai, whom fome writers 
alfo affirm to have been his daughter, and who at the time 
of his deceafe was big with child. The favourite faying of 

and the true religion (42). It is to thefe ftories of Nejfcrs, and to 
the behaviour of the people thereupon, that Mohammed alludes in 
the following paflage of his Koran: " There is with God great 
" reward for the righteous. O ye that believe, if ye fear God, 
44 he fhall remove your enemies far from you, and pardon your fins, 
44 his gooinefs is infinite. The wicked have confpired againfl theo 
" to pumfhand flay thee, or drive thee from Mecca; but God hath 
4t rendered their confpiracy ineffectual, he knoweth all the defigns 
44 of confpirators. When his miracles were related to them and 
44 his commandments taught them, they faid we have heard them ; 
44 we had aid the like things, had we fo inclined; it is but a fong 
44 and a fable of old men: Remember thou how they faid, My 
44 God, if what Makojnet dcclarcth be true, caufe a fhowerof flint 
46 (tones ro fail upon us, and rigoroufly chaftife us; he fliall not 
44 chaftife them when thou art with them, neither when they beg 
44 pardon of him ; who is he that is able to hinder God to punilh 
" them ? They arc not in his grace when they hinder true be- 
4t licvers to enter the temple of Mecca, he protecleth only fuch 
* 4 as have his fear before his eyes, but moft of them underftand it 
* 4 not. Their prayers are very li^ht, they go hand in hand in 
" the temple, but fliall one day feel the punifliment of God bc- 
*' caufe of their iniquity (43). " 

(42) Hid. At. Jlcorau. (43) Karon, cap. J/Jan, 1. e. Of tie forty. 
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this prince was, That the gate of a king ought never to be 
Jbut*. 

Homai or Khamani^ about five months after her acceflion Homai. 
to the throne, brought forth a fon of wonderful beauty. Ac- 
cording to the cuftom of thofe times, the aftrologers were 
confulted as to the fortune of this young prince. They, it 
feems, were unanimoufly of opinion, that his fate would by 
no means correfpond with his face, but on the contrary he 
wouid bring greit misfortunes on his country as well as him- 
felf, for which reafon they advifed that he fhould be imme- 
diately deftroycd. The tendernefs of a mother would not 
permit Homai to follow their counfels, and yet her love for 
her country extended fo far, that fhe determined at any rate 
to prevent his bringing on it thofe mifchiefs the aftrologers 
had threatened. With this view (he caufed a little wooden 
ark or cheft to be made, and having put the child in it, co- 
vered him with precious ftones, and then fuffered the veflcl to 
fail down the Gib on or Oxus. The floating cradle came at 
laft within the view of a poor man wafhing linen, who was 
by trade a dyer. He ftruck with the novelty of beholding 
a cheft on the water, took pains to draw it on Ihore, and 
was mightily furprifed on finding therein a child with things 
of fuch value, not doubting but it was the defcendant of 
fome great family. He carried it with the precious ftones 
which were in the cradle with it to his wife; who, concur- 
ring with him in opinion that it was the fon of fome perfon 
of diftin£tion, bred it up with as much tendernefs and care 
as if it had been her own; the dyer giving him the nameof 
Darab, from the vehicle in which and the element wherein 
he was found ; Dar fignifying a wooden vej/el, and Ab water. 
When this child was grown up to fuch an age as required 
its learning fome trade, the dyer would willingly have 
taught him his own ; but the boy fhewed a vifible reluctance 
thereto, and appeared to have a ftrong genius for war. The 
good old man who had brought him up, far from checking 
his inclinations, ftrained his abilities to the utmoft to furnifh 
the young Darab with an equipage neceflary to his fcrving 
in the army, then raifed for the reduction of Roumcjlau, into 
which the young hero readily went. This war was of no 
very long continuance, but Darab performed therein fuch 
extraordinary feats of arms, that they rung through the 
whole army ; wherein, though the flower of the Perjlan no- 
bility had ferved, yet none had attained to fo high a rcpuU- 



c Mirkhond. Hut fc£t xvii. D'He rue lot. Biblioth. Orient. 
Art. Bah am am. 
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tion as this unknown youth. At their return therefore from 
the war, the commander in chief reported fuch favourable 
things of him to the queen his miftrefs, that fhe would needs 
fee him. Darab upon this was introduced into the royal 
prefence, where, after forae difcourfe about the war and the 
great things he had done therein, the queen demanded of 
him what was his name, and who were his father and mo- 
ther. He anfwered as to the firft, that his name was Dar- 
ab, but that as to his parents he was able to fay nothing ; 
that the perfons he lived with, and whom he acknowledged 
for his father and mother, were a dyer and his wife ; that 
the man had taken him out of the water, where he floated 
in a little cheft, and that from thence they had given him 
the name of Darab. The queen, having confidered and in- 
quired into this ftory, owned him for her fon, and declared 
him her fucceflbr with the general approbation of her peo- 
ple { . This princefs, all the oriental writers who fpeak of 
her agree, had a prodigious capacity, and was wonderfully 
careful in ordering all things for the good of her people. 
Above all things fhe ftudied the adorning of the glorious ca- 
pital of her dominions IJiacbr ; to this end flic ere&ed a noble 
palace therein, the ruins of which are glorious even to this 
day, and are the fame which the Perjiam call Chilminar, 
and is the palace of Pcrfepolis. We will not take u pott us 
to affirm, that thefe authors are in the right, but we may 
fafely fay, that, in all human probability, this palace was 
built about this time; and the reafon which the eaftern writ- 
ers affign for queen Uomai's choofing to ere& it here is nei- 
ther abfurd nor incredible $ they alledge, that Gujhtafy hav- 
ing erected feveral Pyraa or Fire-temples, and cut for him- 
fdf and for his fucce fibre fuperb tombs in the rock which lies 
behind this palace, "Homai was tempted to build a royal houfe 
in their neighbourhood, that all thefe marks of Perftan mag- 
nificence might appear together, and fet off each other ; to 
her Jib are attributed feveral other monuments of a royal 
mind and a deep defire of fame, fuch as a multitude of pyra- 
mids, fmallcr but not unlike thole in Egypt, fcattcred through- 
out all Pcjli, and every where overturned by the foldiers 
o; Alexander the Great. This princefs is likewifc faid to 
h ive built a city called Semrim or Scmirah, whence a famous 
Prr/Jan author hath been led to think, that the Horna't of the 
Per/inns was the Scmiramis of the Greeks ; but in this per- 
haps there is more of criticifm than folidity *\ The author 

f Mirkhond. Hid. fc*5l. xviii. D'Herb e lot. Artie. Hom a i . 
8 Ta&ik. Monte xebh. 
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of another Perjian chronicle is fo far from thinking her ei- 
ther the Scmiramis of the Greeks^ or fo famous a queen of 
Perjia as other authors make her, that he has totally omitted 
her name in his hiftory of the Perfian monarchs of the dy- 
nafty of the Kainites b . Mirhond y however, aflures us, that 
{he reigned thirty two years, and then refigned the crown to 
her fon Darab K (T). 

* Tarikcozideh. 1 Mirkhond. ubi fupra. 

(T) The oriental hiftories mention various queens who flourifh- 
ed and did great things in their refpedtivc countries, and yet are 
little known to us in the well. If we confider whar the Perfian 
hiftorians fay of her building the glorious palace at JJlachr, we ihall 
find it not fo improbable as at firft fight it may feem. We have 
fhewn before from authorities of all kinds, that in the reign of 
GuJJnafp arts and fciences flourifhed exceedingly in Perjia ; his 
grandfon and fuccefTor Bahaman mull have carried them ffcili higher, 
for he was very fuccefsful in all his wars, and after lie had finiihed 
them applied himfelf to the adorning his country with ftateiy 
buildings, as Mirkbond exprefsly informs us. That his widow 
therefore, who was alfo a potent and fuccefsful princefs, mould en- 
deavour to eftablifti her fame by erecting fo magnificent a pile, 
has nothing in it unlikely or incredible ; (he might adorn this 
new-raifed palace of hers with the fpoils brought by her immedi- 
ate predeceffors out of Egypt and Syria ; and as to the grand pro- 
ceffion which yet appears on the walls of that palace, if one might 
be indulged to conjecture, why mny it not be iuppofed to repre- 
jent the homage paid to Bahaman or Ardjhir by the ilates of Per- 
jia, when he affembled them in the firft year of his reign, and fub- 
mitted his conduct, and even his qualifications for the royal dig- 
nity, to their cenfure ? That he did this, Mirkhond affirms, and 
that they were profufe in their expreffions of gratitude and loyalty 
on that occafion. What more noble tranfaction could this princefs 
choofe, than this recognition of her hufband's right to his crown, 
from virtue as well as defcent, by a generous and wife people. 
But let this proceflion be what it will, it may as well be placed 
here as any-where elfe, and till the learned by dint of their en- 
quiries and criticifms can furnifh us with a better aceounr, we may 
as well accept of this from the Perjian hid'orians. A* to the modern 
Perfians i they, as we have here before obferved, fpeak very ten- 
deily on this head;' and if we bar their talcs of Ling Solomon and 
the fairies, have nothing ro offer again ft queen Ilcmafs being the 
founder of rhat ftupendous fabric, the ruins of which are now cal- 
led Cbilminar, i. e. forty fi liars, though, if we may tru:l Dr. Hyde, 
its old Pirjicinme was Hazar Jutun, i e. a t fain and columns (44}. 



(44) H. R. Vet. P. cap, xxiii. p. 304. 
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Darab^ as we have already heard, was educated by a poor 
dyer, or fuller, who took of him all the care that could be 
expelled from a man in his low condition. It if reported by 
a Perjian writer, that the young Darab, being one day at 
the water-fide with his fuppofed father, addrefled himfelf thus 
to the dyer: 44 1 fliould be very glad if you would tell me 
c * the truth as to my birth, for I begin to imagine, from the 
• c averfion I have to this bufinefs, and from my contempt 
*• of all manual labour, that I am not really your fon, as .you 
<c have hitherto made me believe." " Whoever, faid the 
tc dyer, beheld a ruby and fuppofed it dropt from a common 
*« ftone, might conceive that a youth of your fhining parts 
<c was what till this time you have paffed for, the fon of a 
* c fuller." " Whatever my parts may be, returned Darab^ 
<c I fhould be much pleafed to hear, without either allego- 
" ries or metaphors, who I am to fuppofe myfelf, and whe- 
<c ther that fpirit of ambition which I feel in my breaft ought 
<€ to be checked or cherifhed ; upon this the honeft old man 
" related to him all he knew, which as foon as Darab heard, 
" he demanded the jewels, and having received them went 
" direftly to the army, and applying himfelf to the com- 
" mander in chief, told him all that his reputed ' father had 
" related." The general was at that very time about to 
give battle to the Greeks , he therefore gave noanfwer to Da- 
rab 9 but advifed him to keep his own counfel, and to ferve 
the queen valiantly in the approaching engagement. Which 
inftru&ions of his he exactly purfued, and behaved with fuch 
prudence and vivacity in the battle, that the general gave 
eafy credit to what he had told him, and, on his return from 
the war, prefented him to the queen, and gave it as his opi- 
nion that he was her fon. Which of thefe ftories is true, or 
which comes neareft the truth, we pretend not to determine. 
All hiftorians agree, that he afcended the throne as the fon 
of Bahaman or Ardjhir^ and that he gave the higheft proofs 
of his royal defcent by his wife and gentle adminiftration. 
His valour had been fufficiently diftinguiflied before he afcend- 
ed the throne, he fuffcred it not to ruft after he afiumed the 
royal dignity ; for at the fame time he loved juftice, and took 
care to have it exa&ly adminiftred throughout all his wide 
dominions ; he was likewife a munificent patron of arts and 
fciences, eafy ofadclrefs, eloquent in fpeech, and one of the 
moft humane princes that ever fwayed a fecptre. On fome 
account or other he found it neceflary to turn his arms on 
FilikouS) that is Philip, king of Macedon \ at firft by his cap- 
tains, and at laft in perfon with fuch fuccefs, that Philip, 

being 
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being driven to extremities, was obliged to accept fuch terms 
as Darab thought fit to impofc ; and they were thefe ; that 
the king of Macedon fhould pay yearly the fum of forty thou- 
fand pieces of gold by way of tribute, and fhould give his 
daughter, one of the handfomeft princefles in Greece to Darab 
for a wife, which was accordingly done. The very firft night 
that Darab pafled with his new fpoufe, he found her breath 
fo offenfive, that he refolved to fend her back to her father, 
notwithftanding that, as fome writers fay, fhe was with 
child. After the Macedonian war was over, Darab applied 
himfelf wholly Co the arts of peace, and to the fettling fuch 
things as were ftill in diforder, and inventing new methods 
for giving eafe and fatisfadxion to his fubje£ts. Amongft other 
wife and glorious a£b of this good prince, the fettling pofts 
throughout all Perjia is particularly recorded, which he exe* 
cuted with fuch /kill, that he had news brought him from 
every corner of his empire, by couriers fetting out regularly 
twice a day. He was the founder of a pleafant and beautiful 
city in proper Perjia on which he bellowed his name, calling 
it Darabgerdy i.e. Mount Darab, in the middle of which 
rofe a hill in fhape of a tent or a pavilion, and without its 
walls lay a circle of hills, producing fait of various colours, 
tranfported from thence into all the provinces of Perfta ; he 
likewife eredied another city called Khourch, and after a reign 
of four years, according to Mirk bond k , of fourteen, fays 
another writer l 9 and of twelve, fays a third n) , he died 

univerfally lamented, and left the crown to his fon (V). 

Darab 

k Hilt, feft. xix. 1 Tarikh Monte kebh. «Lbb- 

TARIKH. 

(V) It is certainly no bad caution to an hiftorian, that in his 
writings he fhould forget his country, or rather, that he fhould lay 
afide that partiality which a man naturally has for his country ; the 
Perfian hiltorians, as we have faid in our text, reprefent Darab 
moralizing in his laft moments, and reading a Ie&ure on the viciffi- 
tudes of this world with his expiring breath, clofing all with paf- 
fionate intreaties, that Alexander would ufe his fubjedb kindly, and 
take his daughter Roufchengb to wife. Who can avoid admiring a 
prince, fo truly a prince, even in the fight of death ? The Greek 
writers on the other hand make Darius moralize too, but then it is 
in favour of their hero ; he was fo ftruck with the virtues of the 
Macedonian* that he yielded to him his fceptre rather with admira- 
tion than difgutt. Let us hear what Plutarch puts into the mouth 
of Darius on this fubjeft, and we fhall be canftramed to own, that 
the defire of making all fa&s contribute as far as poffiblc to the 
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Darab II. Darab the fecond, or the younger, furnamed Darab Ku- 

chekj came very young to the crown, and what was much 
worfe, came to it without any of the qualities of a prince ; 
he was of an ill difpofition, haughty, brutal, falfe and cruel, 
properties which rendered him in a fhort time hateful to his 
people, and obnoxious to his neighbours. The Perfians^ 
unufed to fuch treatment* entered into private negotiations 
with Afcandei\ the fon of Filikous^ that is Alexander the 
Greats the fon of Philips whom many of the Perftan writers 
believe to have been the fon of Darab the firft by the daugh- 
ter of Filikous, whom he fent back becaufe of her ftinking 
breath, and perfuaded him to enter Pcrfta with an army, 
promiling him to join with him as foon as he arrived with 
a force fuincicnt to protect them, and to put him in poflef- 



t< 



glory of one's country , is not peculiar to Pe-fian writers. Plutarch 9 
having long expatiated on the virtues of Alexander, tells us, that 
Darius wa* along time of opinion that he owed his fucceffes to for- 
tune ; but when he underitood the truth, he (aid, " Well, I do not 
yet perceive the condition of the P. -flans fo deplorable, fince the 
world can never tax us now with imbecility or effeminacy, whofe 
fate it was to be vanquished by fuch a perfon. Therefore my 
prayers ftiall be to the gods for his pro! peri ty, and that he may 
" ftill be victorious in war, to the end that in well doing I may 
furpafs Alexander. For my emulation and ambition lead me in 
point of honour to (hew myfelf more cordial and friendly than 
u he. If then the father have otherwife determined of me and 
mine, O Jupiter, preferver of the Perfians, and you his equal 
deities, to whom the care of kings belong, hear your fuppliant, 
and fuffer none but Alexander to fit upon the throne of Cyrus 
(45)." One may fafely fay, that there is as juft ground to fuf- 
pedl this paffage of forgery as any of the romantic ftories in the 
Petjian authors. Darius wor (hipped no God but the true God ; 
he was utterly unacquainted with the Jupiter of the Greeks ; and it 
does not appear, that even after Alexander conquered Perfia 9 he 
cftablifhed the fuperftitions of the Greeks there. That Darius 
might recommend his kingdom or his daughter to Alexander , or 
that he might in treat him to ufe hisfubje&s well, is credible ; but 
that Darius fell in love with the virtues of an enemy, who came 
unprovoked to lay walte his empire, is* a ftroke of Greek eloquence 
which may pleafe us well enough in an oration, but can hardly be 
digeited for hiftory. We mull therefore bear with the Perfians as 
well as the Greeks, feek truth in the writings of one as well as the 
other, receive her kindly as oft as we find her, and not charge one 
people more than another with concealing or difguifing her to 
ierve a turn. 
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(45) Plutarch de Jovtunm Altxtnd* 
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fion of an empire, of which they held Darab to be unworthy. 
As a pretence for making war, they advifed Afcander to re- 
fufe payment of the tribute which his father, had agrded to 
fend annually into Perfta ; and with thefe negotiations the 
king of Macedon readily fell in. Darab, finding that Af- 
cander d\& not fend his tribute as ufual, fent an ambafTador to 
demand it ; to whom Ajcander anfwered, that thofe who 
paid tribute in his country were dead \ but others fay, that the 
pieces of gold in which the tribute was payable, being called 
by a name which fignified at once a piece of corn and an egg, 
Afcander anfwered Darab's ambafiador in derifion, when he 
demanded a mighty fum of gold for the tribute in arrear, that 
the bird which had laid thofe eggs was flown into another 
world, alluding to his father's death, who had burdened his 
fubje&s with this tribute. This anfwer terribly provoked 
Darab, who, to fhew at once his refentment and contempt 
of fo weak an enemy, fent a fecond ambafTador with a harfli 
meflage, accompanied with a prefent, more exprefiivc of his 
matter's fentiments than any fpeech or letter could have 
been ; this prefent was a little cafquet, containing a dibble^ 
or planting flick, a bag full of fmall Hones, and another full 
of fmall coin ; the firft to intimate that he was young and in- 
confiderate, and that he had better employ himfelf in hia 
gardens than in matters of flate ; the fecond fhewing the 
power and ftrength of the Per/tan nation ; and the third their 
riches ; the whole implying, that it was a raih, imprudent 
thing, for fuch a petty prince as he to oppofe lb great and 
powerful a monarch. However, this ambafTador with hia 
prefent found Afcander on the point of going into the field, 
and had therefore no opportunity of carrying back to his mailer 
any anfwer. The troops of the king of Macedon. were not 
very numerous, but they were all chofen men, fuch as were 
valiant in their perfons, and at the fame time enured to hard- 
fhips. On his entering Afia he met with little oppofition, 
partly through the hatred which the people had conceived 
againft Darab, and partly from the generofity of Afcan- 
der'* behaviour, who treated them not as enemies, but 
fubjefts. When he arrived in Armenia, he received a let- 
ter from Darab, wherein that monarch pretended great 
concern for his welfare, advifed him not to hazard a battle, 
but rather to confent to a peace while it was yet in his power, 
adding fome menaces at the clofe. Afcander returned him for 
anfwer, that empires were beftowed by God alone, who 
changed them as he thought proper. After this he continu- 
ed his march till he entered the province of Aderbayagjan* 
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where he defeated one of Darab's captains, who endeavoured 
to oppofe his paflage, and having done this he advanced into 
Ghilan 5 this province, according to Mirkhond y was in old 
times aflourifhing kingdom, called by its inhabitants E?idfafet 9 
i. e. the White Indies, in allufion to the beauty of the coun- 
try, which is far preferable to that of the Indies properly fo 
called ; its fituation alfo being remarkably happy by reafon 
of the Cafpian fea on one fide, and their eafy correfpondence 
with Tartar?, Perfia, and Armenia lying round them. This 
country Afcander quickly fubdued ; from thence he marched 
into the heart of Perfia, where, in the province properly 
called by that name, Darab met him with a prodigious ar- 
my ; after an obftinate and bloody battle, Afcander carried 
the vidtory, and Darab was forced to fly, leaving his camp, 
his wives, and his daughters in the power of the vi£tor. In 
their flight the Perfians met with a river, wherein many en- 
tering heedlefly were drowned \ at laft a ford was difcovered, 
through which Darab, attended by the principal perfons 
in his army, patted ; but the foldiers who followed him 
crowding one another, the weakeft were thrown down, and 
periflied miferably in the water. As foon as the king was 
come to a place of fafety he lent once more ambafladors to 
Afcander to treat of peace, offering in cafe he would fend 
back his wives and daughters, and retire with his troops back 
to Greece, he would renounce all right of tribute, and make 
fome other conceffions ; at the fame time that he entered 
into this treaty, he difpatched ambafladors alfo to the kings 
of India and Macherek, intreating them to yield him aflift- 
ance, that he might be able to drive the Greek out of his 
dominions j which they furnifhed with fuch readinefs, that in 
a fliort time he had an army on foot more numerous and po- 
tent than that which he had loft. As for Afcander, he 
treated the offers made him by Darab with derifion, mak- 
ing all the hafte he could to engage the Perftan forces a fe- 
cond time, notwithftanding he was well informed of the 
great reinforcements they had received. It was not long be- 
fore he brought him to a battle, in which the Greek gained 
another complete vi&ory, Darab flying with a few of his 
captains to a ftrong fortrefs, where, before he could well re- 
col le£t himfelf, fome of his own fubje&s moft treacheroufly 
put him to death 5 that is, they gave him fevcral mortal 
wounds with their poignards, and then fled to the camp of 
Afcander, leaving their unhappy prince weltering in his blood. 
Afcander no fooner received the news, than he went with 
the utmoft expedition to Darab'a fortrefs, and found him 
in his laft agonies, which fight fo touched the Greek, that, 
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melting into tears and holding up his hands to heaven, he 
protefted, he had neither knowledge of, nor pleafure in, fo 
execrable a deed. The dying king expreffed great fatisfaction 
thereat, allured him, that he thoroughly believed all he faid, 
befought him to chaftife the traitors by whofe hands he died, 
and intreated him to efpoufe his daughter Roufchengh, and 
not to put the feveral provinces of the empire under the di- 
rection of ftrangers, with all which Afcander promifed to 
comply. Then Darab, after making many pitiful complaints 
of the mifery of human life and the inconftancy of fortune, 
all of which are repeated by Mirk bond, yielded up the ghoft 
after a reign of fourteen years. Thus far we have followed 
for the moft part the author laft mentioned. An author 
mentioned at the bottom of the page informs us, that, in 
compliance with Darab's laft requeft, Afcander or Alexander 
appointed for the governors of Perfa natives of that coun- 
try ; but that afterwards he had it in his head to have chang- 
ed this difpofition, and to have appointed Greeks in their 
room; but that Arifiotle, whom this writer calls his vizier, 
advifed him to leave things as they ftood,and not to remove a- 
ny of the Perfian lords, to whom he had given the direction of 
provinces It is very certain, that this circumftance is not, 
ftri&ly fpeaking, agreeable to truth : Arifiotle neither accom- 
panied Alexander in his expedition, nor took upon him to 
dictate to him in matters of ftate, except in general terms ; 
otherwife it is not at all improbable, that he would have 
given him the advice mentioned by this author, fince it 
would evidently have contributed to the keeping of the peo- 
ple quiet and eafy ; and would alfo have been very conforma- 
ble to the temper of Alexander, who, when in a right frame 
of mind, always profeffed a generous regard for mankind in 
general, and a defire of behaving as an univerfal parent to- 
wards thofe over whom, as an univerfal monarch, he fought 

the power of ruling; at leaft, this is the idea Plutarch* 
would give us of him, as well as Arifiotle, who, though a phi- 
lofopher, was a great politician, and had perhaps better con- 
ceptions of this conqueror's intentions, than moft of the 
writers who have taken upon them, not only to record, but 
to criticife, his adtions (Wj. The reader might very well 

expedt, 

Iahia alCasvini in Lebtarikh. ° Dc fortuna Alexand. 

(W) That Alexander fliould promife a dying monarch whatever 
he demanded feems perfectly agreeable to his charadler, as drawn 
by eaftcrn and weftern au&hors ; he was fierce in battle, but full of 
pity towards the vaaquilhed. That Arifiotle gave him general 
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cxpeft, that we fliould here put an end to this fe&ion, efpe- 
daily fince he has already feen the hiftory of Perfia, accor- 
ding to the Greek writers, concluded at the death of Darius. 
But fo it is, that in order to purfue the fcheme laid down in 
the title of this feilion, we are bound to carry on our hif- 
tory to the death of Alexander; for, as we have fliewn be- 
fore, the oriental writers, in order no doubt to fave the cre- 
dit of the Afiatics, have pretended, that the empire of Iran, 
with its dependencies, which were then very great, came in- 
to the hands of Alexander, not fo much by conqueft as by 
right ; in this light therefore Alexander was the laft monarch 
of the Dynajiy of the Kainites, and his reign confequently 
ought as much to be taken notice of here as the reigns of any 
of his prcdecefTors p . Alexander, 

p M i r k hon d * feft. xx, xxi. D'Herbelot. Bibl. Orient. Art- 

DA It A B, ESCANDER. 

precepts as to government we may eafily believe ; and if the au- 
thority of Plutarch hath due weight, we fhall conceive the expedi- 
tion of Alexander againft the Perjians to have been no other than 
an attempt made by an active philofopher to civilife all mankind. 
It would be, however, a dirgcult matter to fwallow this; we 
(lull therefore, initead of preffing it farther, produce the paffage 
from the Greek author laft mentioned, to which we alluded in the 
text, and which will fufEciently (hew, that the Perjiah writers are 
not abfolutely in the wrong, when they afcribe fome points of A- 
lexanJer's conduct to the influence Ariftotle had over him, though 
they are grofly miftaken in making him his vizier. " If phiiofo- 
" pliers, fays Plutarch, aflame to themfelves their higheft applaufe 
" for cultivating the moil fierce and rugged conditions of man, 
" certainly Alexander is to be acknowledged the chiefelr. of philo- 
11 phers, who changed the wild and brutifh cuftoms of fo many 
" various nation?, reducing them to order and governmenr. 
" 'Tis true indeed, that fo much admired commonwealth of Ze- 
" no, firft author of the ftoic feet, aims fingly at this, that nei- 
thcr in cities nor in private houfes we mould live under laws dif- 
" tinct one f: cm another, but that we mould look upon all men 
14 in general to be our fellow countrymen and citizens, obferving 
• ( one manner of living, one kind of order, like a flock feeding 
" together, with equal right in one common pafture. This Zeno 
u wrote, fancying to Himtelf as in. a dream a certain fcheme of 
" civil order, and the image of a philofophical commonweal. But 
41 Ahxar.Jer made good his words by his deeds: For, as Ariftotlc 
" fagely advifed him, he did not rule the Grecians like a mode- 
4i rate prince, and infuit over the barbarians like an abfolute ty- 
" rant; neither, like one that took particular care of the firft as 
4( his friends: and domellics, but fcorning the latter as mere brutes 
" and vegetables, did he fill his empire with fugitive incendiaries 

and perfidious tumults. But believing himfclf fent from heaven 
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Alexander fon of Philip, king of Macedon, is by the Per- 

fian writers ftiled Ijcander Ben Filoukous, which fignifies the 

iame thing, only they pretend, that it was a kind of furname 

beftowed on him for the following rcafon ; they will have it, 

that he was the fon of Darab the Hrft by the daughter of Fili- 

ious, whom he font home becaufe of her itinking breath, but 

that Philip bringing him up as his own fon, and leav ing to him 

the kingdom, he called himfelf out of gratitude Alexander the 

fon of Philip, though he put in his claim to the kingdom of 

Perfia as heir to Darab his father (X). The oriental wri- 
ters 

" as the common moderator and arbiter of all nations, and fub- 
" duingthofeby force whom he couid not affociate to himfelf by 
«* fair offers, he laboured thus, that he might bnng all regions far 
st and near under the fame dominion. And then, as in a feflival 
** bowl, mixing converfations, manners, culloms, wedlocks all to- 
** gether, he ordained, that every one ftiouid take the whole ha* 
" bitable world for his country, of which his camp and army 
f ; mould be the chief metropolis and garifon ; that his friends and 
" kindred fhould be the good and virtuous and that the vicious 
" only fhould be accounted foreigners. Nor would he that the 
" Greeks mould be diftinguifhed from the Barbarians by their long 
" garments, by their targets, by their fcimitari, or turbans; but 
" that the Grecians fhould be known by their virtue and courage, 
" and the Barbarians by their vices and their cowardice. How- 
" ever, chat their habit, their diet, their marriages, and cufiom of 
" couverfe, fhould be every where the fame, engaged an.l blended 
" together by the ties of blood and pledges of offspring (46J. How 
glorious a reputation would Alexander have obtained, if his ac- 
tions had been uniform, and apparently founded on fuch notions 
as are attributed to him by the philofophcr ? His burning of Per- 
fepolis is a little inconfiftent with the idea given us by Plutarch ; 
but it is very probable, that great man meant no more than to 
fliew us what Alexander would have done, if he had always afted 
up to the heroic maxims laid down by his tutor Ariftotle. On 
the whole, it may be juftly faid, that it was the paffions of A- 
lexander only which fpoke him a man: in his cooler moment-, 
and when he a&ed without their impulfc, he fecmerl fomcrhin.; 
more than man; fuch arc the effects of an excellent education, and 
of fuch importance it is, that thofe who are to govern multitudes 
fhould be iupcrior in knowledge to the multitude they govern. 

(X) The hiftory of Alexander tb: Great has not only been inter- 
mixed with fables by the Per fian writers ; the caltern authors in 
general, even thole rn oft e lice med, abound with very extraordinary 
circumllances relating to that conqueror. Joannes Malala t a very 

(46 J Plutarch, uti/ujta 
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ters in general beftovv another furnamc upon him, viz. that 
of Dhoulcarnein, or rather Dulcarnein^ which fignifies literal- 

celebrated writer, to whom we are indebted for a very curious hif- 
tory of the Con/lantinopolitan emperors, hath given us fome flroket 
in his account of Alexander , which do not very well agree with 
what the Greek writers have delivered, though he follows them, in 
the main : for example, he makes Roxana the daughter of Darius, 
in which hs joins with the Perfian hillorians, who, as we have feen, 
al ledge, that the emperor of Perfia, in his laft moments, intreated 
Alexander to marry his daughter Roufcbcngb ; whereas Arrian makes 
Roxana the daughter not of Darius, buc of Oxyartes ; but this is a 
final 1 matter: we have in the fame author a (lory of fome length, 
which is quite in the oriental tafte : "It was the cultom, fays he, 
of Alexander the Great , in the expeditions he made after the 

conqueit of Perfia, to go indifguife with fuch ambafladors as he 
fen: to the courts of neighbouring princes, that in this fituation 
he might make fuch obiervations as might facilitate his defigns. 
Of this it feems Candace, queen of the inner or higher ^Ethiopia, 
had notice, whereupon me made flricl inquiry as to the form and 
prefence of this conqueror ; the refult of this was, that fhe was 
told, he was low in Mature, had large broad teeth, fome of which 
" flood out ; that of his eyes, one was of a light grey, the other 
" quite black, which marks fhe carefully remembered. When 
*« therefore Alexander appeared with his ambafladors in her pre- 
*' fence, Ihe inftantly fingled him out, addrefling herfelf to him in 
" thefe words ; You % O Alexander, have been too wife for all the 

c< world, and yet one woman has been too wife for you ; to which he 
*' replied, 1 therefore grant you and your fubjeBs my protection, as a 
4< reward for your extraordinary capacity ; I alfo accept you for a 
ci wife ; co which Candace readily yielded. After this marriage 
" Alexander went into /Ethiopia and feveral other countries (4.7)". 
If we were critically to enquire into the origin of fuch ftories, we 
fhould perhaps find it no difficult thing to make off all romantic cir- 
cumftance?, and leave only the naked truth ; but the compafs of 
thefe notes neither admit of fuch difquifitions, nor indeed does the 
nature of this work allow them. Oar prefent bufmefs is to fhew 
what oriental writers have faidof affairs mentioned in the text ; and 
this therefore lends us 10 cite what is recorded by AbufPbarajius. 
This celernted hiltorian calls Nebuchadnezzar by the name of Boch* 
tanfer y as the Perfian writers do, and in his fhort account of the 
Perfian kings prelcrve:; exaclly the names recorded by Mirkbond ; 
I mean the latter race of kings, the defcendants of Gufhtafp^ who 
fucccedcd after the Greek power ceafed to have dominion in Perfta ; 

(47) Chronographia } p. 249. 
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ly with two horns, in allufion to the two ends of the world, 
the eaft and the weft, both of which the eaftern writers affirm 

to 

he calls the laft king of Perfia Darah,the fon of Darah ; of Alexan- 
der he fpeaks thus : " Alexander, the fon of Philip, reigned fix years 
" after the death of Darius, having alio reigned fix years before 
'* his death. He fubdued many nations, fo that his dominions ex- 
" tended even to India, and the frontiers of China. He was call- 
u ed Dhul-Karnain, i. e. two -horned, becaufe he feemed to have 
" paffed from one horn of the fun to the other, i. e. from eaft to 
" weft. Five and thirty kings he flew, and twelve cities he found- 
" ed ; two of theie in the province of Chora/an, viz. Hera and 
" Marwa ; one in the region Aljogd, viz. Samarchand, and in is - 
" gypt Alexandria ; when he returned out of India he went to Ba- 
u hylon, where he died of poifon, and his body being put into a 
" cheft of gold, was born on the fhoulders of kings and nobles to 
" the Egyptian Alexandria, where it was interred. It was Alex- 
" ander who began the wall Tajuji, which was compofed of flone 
" and iron, the iron being let into the Hone to fatten it by the 
" help of fire, each of the ftones being twelve cubits in length, 
" and eight broad. This wall when it was finifhed came down to 
" the place called Baho l Abwah, in the vallies of the region of 
" Kaphjak, from whence it was carried over and through the 
" mountains as far as the fea of the Greeks ; nor were there want- 
" ing many of the Perjian kings, who to defend their dominions 
" from the incurfions of the Turks, fought to find the foundations 
" of this wall ; at laft they were found by Tazdejerd, the fon of 
" Bahram Jur, who began to carry on the work, but did not live 
" to fee it finifhed ; feveral fucceeding kings profecutcd the fame 
" defign, but none of them with efTed, till God rendered it eafy 
" to Chofroes Nu/herwan, who built it ftrongly, uniting it to the 
*' mountains, and at laft brought it down to the fea, placing iron 
4< gates at the end, fo that a hundred men were then able to de- 
*' fend what would otherwife require an army of an hundred thou- 
" fand (48)". Of this wall, as it nearly concerns the hiftory of 
Perfia, it is neceflary that we fhould give fome further account. 
The famous Abu FGhaxi Baliader Khan of Khouuarazm, in his 
genealogical hiftory of the Tartars, has given us the following ac- 
count of it : " Thofc of Kit ay have built a great wall to cover their 
country, in which there are two iron gates for the paflagc of the 
4< merchants and other travellers. This wail is called Sat in Am- 
4< hie, which fignifies Fortre/s ; in the antient Turkijh language it 
" is called Turk urga ; and in the language of Kit ay % Utsgu. jHlex- 
" ander the Great caufed a like wall to be raifed to cover the fron- 
" tiers of his dominions ; but it was compofed of all forts of me- 
iC tals. His defign by this wall was to hinder the nation of Jad- 

(48) Hi j! aria Dp a ft. p. 97. 
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to have been conquered by two Alexanders, to whom there- 
fore they have given this furname. The firft Alexander, if 
any credit could be given to the authors who have written 
about him, ought to be preferred far before the latter, fince 
he ftretched his conquefts to the very extremity of the globe, 

" fut%- Madzutb, i. e. of Gag- and Magog ,from carrying their ravages 
** into the lands under his dominion, where they had done great 
" mifchief in times paft. 'Tis a general tradition with the Tartars, 
" that thofe people have the muzzle of a dog ; and that this wall 
" being made up of all forts of metals, they did all in their power 
" to make a paflage through it by dint of licking, but they could 
*« not fucceed. That neverthelefs before the day of judgment, 
" they fhall come and lick their way through the wall, and that 
" then they mail do a great deal of mifchief in the world, Nau- 
r * Jbir Wanadill, fultan of Samacby, caufed in like manner a wall 
" of earth to be built round about his kingdom (49)". On this 
paflage the ingenious editor of that curious work has added the fol- 
lowing remarks ; " The remains of this wall, which the Per/tans 
** pretend their king Naw jhinwan caufed to be drawn from the 
" Cafpian to the Black fea t are at this day to be feen upon the con- 
" fines of the province of Shirwan and Georgia : it begins at the 
*' higher town of Derbend, and extends thence north we ft ward 

acrofs the mountains of Georgia towards the Black fea. Thefe 
" remains are every where three feet thick, but its height is very 
" unequal ; for in iome parts it is ftill fix and feven feet high, in 
" others only one or two, and in fome places it is quite beaten 
" down. It appears at firft fight to be built of ftone, but when one 
" comes to examine it near, it prove? to be only a kind of petrified 

earth, fand, and fliells, which has formed fo folid a body, that 
" there is no frec-ftone better than it ; and it is on this account 
ct that our author thinks it might be called a wall of earth. The 
" late emperor of Rujfia, in his Perfian expedition, had the curio- 
*' fity to go fee the remains of this wall, fo far as the fituation of 
" the country and his affairs would permit him ; and he could not 
" but admire the folidity of that compofition, which he found every 
u where fo exceeding hard, that there was no breaking off any 
** pieces of it without employing a good deal of flrength. He 
" found alfo fome leagues within the mountain a fkirt of it which 
u feemed to be intire, and was about fifteen foot high. In allpro- 
" bability, this wall had ftood intire to this day, if it had nothing 
« € to fear but time ; but the hands of men which built it have alfo de- 
«* ftroyed it; and moft of the towns, burroughs, and villages of the 
*' country thereabouts are built with the ruins of this wall (50)". 



(4-9) Gemal. Ui ft. of Tartars, Vol. I. p. 4a. (50) Ibid. 

Vol. II. p. 722. 
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if we may be allowed the expreflion, and built a brazen wall 
in the north in order to hinder the defcendants of Gog and 
Magog from pouring down like a torrent upon their fouthern 
neighbours. It is pretty difficult to difcover at what time this 
mighty hero lived, and as difficult to know when he died. 
Some writers place him in the days of Abraham, and fay, 
that he lived fixteen hundred years ; but then they give him 
for his chief counfcllor the prophet Khedher, who it is faid 
found out the fountain of life, and having drank thereof ren- 
dered himfelf immortal ; which prophet, according to others, 
was contemporary with Kcykobad, of whom we have fpoken 
fo much already. As to the latter part of this ftory, it is ea- 
fily cleared up, fmce it is certain, that they confound Khedher, 
the counfellor of this mighty monarch, with a later prophet of 
the fame name, or rather furname, who is no other than the 
prophet Eliasy whofe tranflation to heaven in a fiery chariot 
is by them changed into a difcovery of the fountain of life, 
and gaining immortality by drinking its waters q . But e- 
nough of this elder Dulcarnein, unlefs we could fay more of 
him with certainty, or even with probability. Our Alexan- 
der received the fame furname from his being monarch both 
of the eaft and weft. The eaftern writers, and efpecially the 
Perjian hiftorians, pay him great honours, and tell a multitude 
of things concerning him, which are not to be met with in the 
Greek or Latin hiftories ; for example, they tell us, that this 
monarch being afked why he paid greater honours to his tutor 
than his father, he anfwered, that it was but juft, becaufe 
his father made him defcend from heaven to earth, whereas 
the inftru&ions of his matter had made him to rife from earth 
to heaven r . One day he faid to a counfellor of his, who 
had been long about his perfon, I am not fatisfied with your 
fervice, for this reafon, I know that lam a man, and that as 
a man I am liable to errors and miftakes, for which you have 
never reproved me ; if this happened for want of perceiving 
them, then you muft be ignorant and unworthy of your of- 
fice: but if you did kn->w them, and yet were filent, it was 
treafon f . It is likewife reported of him, that to make an 
experiment of a courtier's temper, he removed him from a 
higher to a lower office, and afterwards took occafion to afk 
him how the latter agreed with him, and how he brought 

Mirk hond, ubi fupra. D'Herdhlot. Biblioth. Orient. 
Art Dhoulcarnein, Khkdhbr.. 1 Vit. Rabialakiar. 
f Hafez, in Bah aristan. 
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him r df to difcharge its functions; Very well, anfwered the 
courtier, lince it is not any office or dignity that does honour 
to a man, but the man that does honour to it, fince every 
pufl requires fenfe and honefty to execute it well, and he who 
poiftite thefe cannot fail to difcharge his duty with reputa- 
tion, /iiexande* having heard this, commended him highly, 
reft ore J him to his former employment, and gave him a 
en. at reward : . Somebody wondering, in the prefence of 
///v.v.v :d?r, at his acquiring, fo }oung, fo large an empire, 
aihi adding it was (fill Granger he preferved it, he thereupon 
turned ub^ut, and (aid, By two maxims I have done all this, 
I have ta'.en care to treat my enemies fo well, that they have 
found it their intereft to become my friends j while, on the 
other hand, my care of my friends has been fuch, as to raife 
out of gratitude a double affection for my fervice. Khondemir^ 
the famous hiftorian, fpeaking of Alexander the Great, in- 
forms us, that a perfon in a very bad apparel prefented him 
one day a petition admirably well penned, the king having 
read it with great pleafure, and admiring greatly both the 
thoughts and the ftyle, looked next on the perfon of the man, 
and then anfwered him thus : Friend, if vou had taken care 
to appear before me in a habit as neat and decent as that in 
which you have cloathed your thoughts, 1 ftiould have been 
much better pleafed with you than I am 5 to which the man 
readily anfwered, Your fervant has received from nature that 
capacity of fpeaking and writing which you are pleafed to 
commend ; but it is to you, great monarch, who are fo much 
famed for your bounty and generofity, that he muft be in- 
debted for fuch a garment as may render him worthy of your 
regard. Alexander was fo well pleafed with the modefty and 
juftice of this anfwer, that he ordered a magnificent habit to 
be brought, and with a confiderable fum of money gave it to 
this wife man in neccflity, whofe learning till then had left 
him in rags. In the Nighiarijlan, i. e. a book fo called, 
the word fignifying literally a gallery or place to walk hi ; we 
are told that a certain flagrant rebel being brought bound hand 
and foot into the prefence of Alexander, that monarch gene- 
rously reftored him to his freedom ; which furprifing thofc 
about him, one of his favourites had the boldnefs to fay, Sir, 
it I were in your place, I would not have extended mercy 
to fuch a man ; and J, replied Alexander, who am not in 
yours, have pardoned him j then after a fhort filenee, he ad- 

1 Moi a n n ab 1. ap, D'Herbelot, Bihlioth, Orient. Art. Es- 
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ded, I the more readily pardon my enemies, hecaufe there is 
no cornparifon. between the pieafure one taftes in an adt of 
clemency and in an adt of vengeance. Kbondemir, fpeakingof 
the death of Alexander, allures us, that finding his la ft moments 
approach,he wrote to his mother two verfes to confole her to the 
purport following ; Your fori, after having counted jowe mo- 
ments of life, is delivered to death , he is gone like a jiaflj of 
lightning, and has only left behind him matter of dijcotirfe u . 
It may be fuppofed, that the intent ofthefc verfes was to put 
his mother in mind, that as human life, fo human glory was 
a mere nothing, and that therefore fhe ought not to grieve 
at his being fnarched fo foon from an empire fo lately acquir- 
ed, fince, if he had lived longer, it would have been of no 
great confequence to himfelf, and would have furnilhcd only 
•more matter of fpeculation to thofe who amufe themfelves 
with repeating the adtions, and fometimes cenfuring the cot> 
dudt, of others. On what authority thefe ftorics arc urounu - 
ed is difficult to fay ; they are chiefly recorded by moral and 
political writers, who aim rather at inftrudting men by para- 
phrafing on remarkable adlions and wife fayings, than at de- 
livering a dry detail of fadts, which without fuch reflection; 
inftrudt very little, A Perfian author of great genius hatli 
related a remarkable ftory of the hero we are now (peaking 
of, which is in all probability founded on what the Greeks 
tell us of his fparing Thebes, becaufe it gave birth to Pindar. 
The Perfian ftory runs thus : 44 Alexander having given or- 
44 ders after the redudHon of a very ftrong place, that it 
44 fhould be given up to the mercy of the foldiers, fome of 
44 his courtiers informed the king, that there was in this 
44 place a philofopher of great note who deferred his majcl- 
44 ty's notice ; the king ordered, that he fhould be immo 
44 diately lent for ; when he appeared, it fo happened, that 
44 he made but a very indifferent figure; upon which Alexun- 
44 der 9 turning to thofe who had font for him, fa id 9 with 
4,4 a (mile of contempt, what ftrange figure have you brought 
44 me here ? Which fo piqued the philofopher, that he rc~ 
44 peated immediately the following lines, which he made 

* 4 upon the f pot. 

O! prince of manners void, though great in fame, 

Why (hould'ft thou flight my perfon, though uncouth 2 

Doft thou not know, that man's exterior form 

Is but the fcabbard of the enliv'ning mind ? 

Why Ihould'ft thou judge then of the weapon's edge, 

When yet you've nothing feen except the cafe ? 
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He added to this poetical reproof the following words in profe ; 
<c One may fay of a man unenducd with virtue, that his 
" body is no better than a prifon, fince the foul muft find 
" itfeif fo penned up therein, that any other confinement 
<c would feem liberty in comparifon thereof. The vicious 
c< man is tortured continually, there is no occafion for a 
" hangman and guards to punifh ordiftrefs him, the very fkin 
* c which covers his body is at the fame time the unfurmount- 
" able wall of a perpetual prifon- " The fame philofopher 
added, tc There is nothing more unreafonable than to envy 
* c others thofe gifts which God and nature have beftowed 
<c upon them. The bofbm of the envious man is continual- 
*< ly full of anger and fpleen againft his creator, he thinks 
* c every thing amifs which is given to others, and at the 
4C fame time covets whatever is not defigned for him. As it 
<c is thus the cuftom of the envious to oppofe conftantly 
iC the conduft of him who governs the world with infi- 
<c nite wifdom, fo the mouth that thus murmurs againft 
cc providence deferves no other anfwer than to be filled with 
tc earth. One of this difpofition exclaims at every thing he 
<c fees in the hands of his neighbour -> For what reafon Jhould 
* c this man have more than I? " At thefe words he flopped 5 
but Alexander, admiring the boldnefs as well as prudence of 
the man, bad him go on, alluring him, that he took all that he 
faid in good part ; the philofopher on this proceeded in his ha- 
rangue: ** Wife men, continued he, are liberal of their 
c< wealth, and give part of it to their friends while they are 
alive, while the covetous are fuch fools as to fatigue them- 
tc felves in laying up riches for their enemies. The railleries 
" thrown out by the great againft fuch as are in low condi- 
cc tion tarnifh the luftre of their high qualities, and take off 
*• that deference which otherwife would be paid them, Who- 
" ever wearies himfelf with ftriking thofe who dare not ftrike 
<c again, will be eafily beaten when he meets one who dares 
t6 oppofe him ; and he who puts to the fword without pity, 
" will one day feel without pity the edge of a fword. 99 
Alexander at this flopped him, revoked his refolution, par- 
doned the citizens whom he had deftined to deftruftion, and 
.rewarded the philofopher for his timely advice w . It may 
very poflibly happen, that fome rigid critic may objedi to 
the inferting of this dubious relation in our hiftory ; but we 
hope, though it fhould be exploded as a, faft, it will yet be 
received as a proper inftance of the Ptrjian mode of writing 
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hiftory, and at the fame time we remark this, let us be in- 
dulged another obfervatiorf, that the writings of Xenophon^ 
who was very well acquainted with the antient Per [tan learn- 
ing correfpond nearly with the manner of thofe authors we 
have lately cited ; for he reafons on all the fafts which he 
delivers, infomuch that his moral and political reflections have 
in the opinion of many removed him, as well as the Per/tan 
writers, from the clafs of hiftorians into that of romance 
writers. But as his excellent treatife of the education of Cyrus 
has within thefe few years found many warm and learned de- 
fenders, fo, it may be, the time is near, when we fliall fee 
apologies written in favour of oriental hiftorians, who, like 
Herodotus, mayhave their credit perhaps reftored, when the 
fubje&s they treat of come to be examined to the bottom (Y). 

The 



(Y) It is a common miftake which reigns in Europe, that the 
eaftern nations, and particularly the Perfians, are in the grofs very 
illiterate, and abfolutely paflive under a heavy tyranny, which they 
either believe to be eftablifhed jure divino, and therefore not to be 
contradicted, or elfe ftupidly drag the yoke, without daring to en- 
quire by whom or how it is impofecL One would imagine, that 
the frequent revolutions which have happened in theeaft, and in 
Perfta particularly, would have overturned this notion, becaufe 
there could be no fuch thing as a rebellion or a revolution among 
abject flaves ; there muft be fome reafoning to perfuade people to 
take arms on the one fide, and fome arguments offered to prevent 
an immediate and total defection on the other ; of confequence 
therefore, there muft in fuch countries be politicians, nay, and 
there muft have been always politicians, fince rebellions and revolu- 
tions are no new things. But the truth is, the people of good 
fenfe in Perfea have in all ages had as rational ideas of government 
as we can pretend to, though it muft be allowed, they have unani- 
moufly preferred monarchy to all the other forms, or rather have 
profeffed a diflike of any form of rule but it; it is like wife true, 
that they have a profe/Ted fondnefs for that patriarchal right of 
kings, which has been turned into fuch high ridicule by fouic of our 
great politicians ; but after all, though they allow their kings to be 
abfolute, yet they do not think they have any right at all to be 
wicked j they acknowledge, that we owe them the fame duty we 
do our parents \ but then they will have their kings aft like pa- 
rents too, on pain of forfeiting that relpcct ; they own, that the 
prince is to be looked upon as God's vicegerent, this was the old 
and catholic opinion among the Perjsans ; but at the fame time they 
were far from paying him divine honours, or the king from hiding 
himfelf, as the Greek writers would perfuade us, from the fight of 
the people, that they might conceive extraordinary ideas of one 
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The Perfians are not only much charmed with the chara&er 
of the great Alexander^ they are alio wonderfully pleafcd 

with 

who dwelt in fuch (late ; the truth of all this will appear from an 
antient cuftom in ufe among the kings, of whom we have been 
fpeaking, on thefirftday of Aprils called from thence, that is, from 
this cuflom, Cbcrrem ruz, i. c. the day of mirth, on which, as a very 
antient writer informs us, the king delcended from his throne drcf- 
fed in a white garment ; afterwards riding abroad on a white horfe, 
accompanied by his nobility, he and they gave of en and indifcri- 
minate audience to all who approached them, laying afiJe all dif- 
tinctions, and acting as if they were equals; hufbandmen and 
clowns fat down at the fame table with the king, without ceremony 
told him their mind?, and without fear made fuch requefts as they 
thought fit. The king on the other hand addreiTed them in thefe 
terms ; I am one of you, and notwithstanding the elevation of 
my (lation, I know that all I have arifes from your labour, and 
that kings could not be without you, any more than you could be 
without kings ; let us then agree like brothers, fince nothing 
but union can preferve us The foregoing hiftory hath 

fhewn up, that the Perftan kings in antient times were really as 
wife, as humane, and as condefcending as any that have reigned 
in the north or weft ; it would be invidious to fay more fo. If we 
look for the reafons which occafioned this, v/c mav find them even 
in a Greek writer : " At fourteen years old, fays this excellent wri- 
44 ter, thofe who were called the royal preceptors among the Per- 
4i Jians take charge of the children of the crown ; they are in 
" number four, the moft renowned perfons in the kingdom for 
4t wifdom, jultice, temperance, and valour ; the firftof thefe tea- 
4> ches the magic cf Zoroajier, the fon of Oromazes (he fhoald 
4 1 have f li J the worfiipper, for Oremazes Was the name of God), 
*' and tencl.es a ho the royal institutions, CSfr. M As to the modern 
Per/Ions, on whofc credit we are now forced to take the hillory of 
thele ea.lv timer, they too arc wife enough to abhor flavery, and 
to fpea!; n:;d write r..; freely about government as we. For exam - 
]),e, the famous poet .S'^i./y wrote an exprefs treatife on this fubjedt, 
c:\leda?: advice to kingi ; among other wife and prudent admoniti- 
ons, he delivers these : " It k the wifdom of kings to bp kind to 
*' the poor, and not to opprcls the rich ; the felicity of a ftate de- 
" pend: on the rood fen ft: and right difpofirion of the fovereign. 
44 The fecurity of his country depends on his adminiliring jultice 
** impartially, prosperity followa fecurity, and will be where that 
* 4 is. If a country is once known to be fecure, merchants will rc- 
•« iojt thither ; the gain from thence will be large, and all temporal 
44 b:cffmgs will abound. If the country become rich, the king 
*• cannot well be poor, and befidcs, at the laft day he lhall be rc- 

Cji} Ujdt % H. R, wt, P. <■. xix.f. 253. 
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with that of his vizier as they call him, or, as he was in truth, 
his preceptor Arijlotle ; this wife man they call fometimes by 
the name of Ari/tbathiaiis y but commonly by way of abbre- 
viation Arijlou \ they report, that he was wonderfully fagaci- 

" compenfed amply by God for fo well difcharging his duty, 
c< whereas he who ads in a contrary manner will in every 
" refpeft meet with a contrary fate. Be always kind to 
*' merchants and public minifters, that ilrangers being well recei- 
" ved may carry agood report of you into their own coun- 
" try ; foon will that kingdom fall wherein the fouls of ft ran- 
44 gers are afflicted ; be wife therefore, ufe the traveller well, 

" that where foe ver he goes he may fpeak well of you. -A 

<c prince ought always to have before his eyes this maxim, domi- 
" nion really belongs to God, and he has no certainty how long it 
** (hall be delegated to him ; he dught likewife to remember, that 
" the country he rules was given by God to the people who inhabit 
" it, to the end he may not be mifled by falfe ideas of things that 
" have nofolidity, and place his trult on joys that may not perhaps 
" latt five days. It is reported of the caleph Aaron Re/chid, that 
*' he one day fa id to the famous Belou his Brother, give me fame good 
u advice ; he anfwered, There is nothing to be carried out of this 
(t world into the other but good and bad works ; it is in your power 
€c to carry which load you pleafe. — This Beloul was a ver^ knowing 
'* man, who, that he might have the more leafure to attend his 
" ftudies, would never marry. The caliph his brother afked him 
" another time for his advice, how he might govern his people for 
" their advantage and his own ; the fage anfwered, Let your deci- 
" fions become laws through their apparent equity, and never 
" make reafon yield to your will ; prevent, as far as you can, re- 
" quefts ; give little to fuch as ask, but think of giving in time to 
" fuch as merit and do not afk ; the king is the head ; the people 
" are the body of the ftate ; if the king is either ignorant or 
" wicked, the head will devour the body with its teeth. — The 
" government of an empire is an affair which requires a genius at- 
•* tentive and collected, and a heart which turns itfelf continually 
A€ towards the Moil High God to invoke his aid, that its owner 
•* may turn his feet, his hand, his tongue and his pen aright; and 
•« the king who acts thus God will undoubtedly endue with grace to 
" confervc his empire and his piety (52) *\ It is evident from 
thefe citations, that the Perfians have at prefent, and have always 
had very rational fentiments as to the reciprocal duties of governors 
andfubje&s j and it is likewife plain, that the diffufe manner of wri- 
ting peculiar to the eaft is not without its advantages, fince the intent 
of hiflory is not tiring the memory, hut directing the judgment, 
which ia perfectly anfwered by the oriental mode of delivering the 
Wile dyings as well as great actions of famous kings. 

(52) ap. Char din Voyages, torn. iii. p* 25 j. 
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ous even in his childhood, that he addi&ed himfelf very early 
to the fchool of Plato, and continued therein upwards of 
twenty years, till he fet up for himfelf, and became author of 
the fe£ of Mafchaioun, i. e. the Peripatetics ; they affirm like- 
wife, that he died very old, and in high reputation through- 
out all Greece. They are very pofitive, that he was prime 
minifter to Alexander, the fen of Philip, and, in confequence 
of this notion, they report a multitude of fine fayings and mo- 
ral maxims under his name. Ben Cajfan informs us, that A- 
rijlotle compofed above a hundred different treatifes on vari- 
ous fubje6te, and amongft the reft mentions one which is nei- 
ther found among his works as we have them at prefent, nor 
is at all taken notice of by any of the Greek writers. Its ti- 
tle runs thus ; A difcourfe on the conducl which a great general 
ought to obferve after the gaining or lofing of a battle, which, 
Ben Cajfan fays, he dedicated to Alexander the Great. As to 
his philofophy, we cannot find that it was thoroughly ftudied 
by the antient Perfeans, though in after-times it came to be in 
high credit with the Arabians 8 . But to return to Alexander ; 
Mirkhond, who has wrote very copioufly of his conquefts, 
affirms, that he reduced many nations to the eaft of Perfia 
under his dominion, and that he advanced as far as the Indies^ 
that he was the founder of many glorious cities, particularly 
of Heri, or Herat, and Samarkand ; he reports likewife, 
that this prince, being mightily taken with the Perjian learn- 



ing, caufed three celebrated treatifes written in that language 
to be tranflated into Greek, the firft relating to phyfic, the 
fecond to aftrology, and the third to natural philofophy (Z) ; 

he 

^D'Herbelot. Bibl. Orient. Art. Aristhalis. 

fZ) At firft fight it may Teem, that Mirkhond might have infer- 
ted the ftory of Alexander *s caufing books to be tranflated out of 
the Perfic language into Greek, merely to do honour to his country ; 
but it would be unreafonable to fuppofe this, when we have good 
grounds to believe, that the facl was really as he reports it. Thefe 
grounds are, firft, that Alexander was a very learned and inquifitive 
prince ; and fecondly, that it was his cultom to tranfmit whatever 
he thought might be ufeful to the common wealth of learning into 
Greece ; as for inftance, th« agronomical obfervations which were 
found in Babylon. But as ^'-khondh^ fet down the fubjecls of the 
books, which he alledges Wvic tranflated by that conqueror's com- 
mand, the matter feems to be put out of difpute, fince all the fcicn- 
ccs he mentions were indifputably better underftood in Perjia than 
in Greece. Firft, as to phyfic, if we confidcr the prefcriptions of 
Hippocrates and other ancient phyficians, we fhali find, that the 

drugs the** in ufe were moftof them brought from the eaft, and not 

a few 
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he divided, fays the fame hiftorian, his ample dominions in- 
to ninety governments ; and, after a fhort and glorious life, 

. ended 

a few from Perjia ; and if they had their drugs from thefe places, 
why mould we queftion their learning from the inhabitants of thefe 
places how to ate them ? But farther ftill ; among the works of 
Zerdujbt, there is a treatife which bears the title of Bizi/bk nama 9 
i. e. the book of phyficians, which is laid to treat intirely of the 
virtues of herbs, and how they ought to be applied ; nay, he is 
reported to have been fo very Ikilful in thefe matters, that Sharijlaui 
in his treatife of the religions of the eaft, which we have fo often 
quoted, attributes exprefly all the miracles Zerdujbt is faid to have 
done to his fkill in limples only » 53). Now take it either, way, if 
he was infpired, he knew all things, if not, he knew fo much of 
fimples as to pafs himielf for a prophet ; confequently there might 
be creatifes on phyfic among rhe Perfians well worth Alexander' 's 
directing to be put into Greek. Secondly, as to aftronomy and 
other mathematical fciences, we have proved in our note N. thac 
they were well known to this people, when they were very little 
known to the Greeks, and that from the teftimony of the Greeks 
themlelves ; it is true, that the modern Perjians ftand indebted for 
•rno'l of their knowledge in thefe fciences to the writings of the 
Greeks, which are tranflated into Arabic and Perfean ; but thereafon 
of this is plain, becaule the antient books relating to thefe abftrufe 
fciences were not fo carefully prefervedas thofe which regard hiftory 
and morality ; thefe being valuable in the fight oimany ; thofe preci- 
ous only in the eyes of few. As to moral philofophy, which was 
the fubject of the third book mentioned by Mirkhond, it was 
the darling liudy of the antient Perfians, if we may venture to 
credit any thing which oriental writers have delivered. Mora- 
lity is the fubjedl of the book, intituled Gjouidan Cbrad, afcribed 
to Hujbang, a km^ fir older than Zerdujbt. Morality was the fub- 
jec~t of moil of Zerdujbt* s writings, as we gather from fuch frag- 
ments of them as we have feen, and cfpecially from the book Sad- 
der, which, though written ad cap turn vu/gi in vcrfe and in a bal- 
lad ftyle, contain* as many moral fcnten:e^ as .ire co be found in 
Diogenet Laertius's lives of the phrofopf frs. To thefe arguments 
in favour of the learning of the undent Perfinns we may add the 
amazing love of fcience vifible in the modern Perjians ; for we can 
hardly account for it any other way ihan by the., mixing with the 
antient inhabitants of this country, and borrowing from their llores, 
fince they far exceed the Turks, a id indeed all the ealtern nations, 
except the Cbhie/e, in their affcwtio.i lor learning ; as a proof of 
which we fliali alledgt the reigning maxims in their fchools, noc 
unworthy perhaps of being ecchocd in our univerfities : Doubting 
is the beginnini of fcience : he uubo doubts nothing examines nothing : 
be who examines nothing disco vers nothing : he who di/i avers nothing 

( 5 3) Sharijiam ap. Hjde 9 R. <vet. P. c. xxii. />. 30a- 
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ended his days at Babylon in the thirty fixth year of his life 
and Seventeenth of his reign T , leaving his conquefts to be di 
vided among his captains, who are diftinguifhed by the Ara- 
bians and Perjians with the title of Molouk al Sbaovai/ 9 i, e. 
the kings of nations or families. The Perjians likewife take 
notice of Alexander's brother Aridars, whom they ftile Ar- 
doitSj and generally fpeaking make him the fon inftead of the 
brother of that monarch ; they agree, however, with the 
Greek in reprefenting him as a prince little qualified for em- 
pire ; but they foften this account, by pretending that he def- 
pifed grandeur for the fake of wifdom, having learned from 
Arijhtle to think thole goods only valuable, which neither 
fortune nor force can take away. 

We have now conducted the hiftory of thePerJian empire 
from its origin to its diflblution after the death of Alexander 
the Great ; in our next period we (hall fee it revive again, 
under a prince defcended from their antient kings and of the 
magian religion. Wc have referred our refearches into N the 

y M irk how d. hift. fedt. xxi. 

is blind, and mtifl remain blind. An extraordinary affeftion for myf- 
terious theology feems to have been the reigning paffion of the an- 
tient Perfees, and of the Perfians at this day. Among the latter 
there is a feSt Med Supbi or £ofbi % who profefs themfelves admirers 
of the Pythagoric philofophy. Pythagoras, as we have fhewn, is ge- 
nerally, and not without good grounds, fuppofedto have been the 
fcholar of Zoroafter, and is thought to have learned from him thofe 
refined notions with which thefe men are charmed. To defcribe 
the notions of the Supbi in few words, we muft fay, that, according 
to their own account, they are quietifts or entbufiafts ; in. the opini- 
on of the vulgar atheifts. They fail often and to exceft, they pre- 
tend to ecltacies and converfations with God. They profefs them- 
fclves friends alike to all men, and believe that the good in all re- 
ligions are faved. They have a remarkable averfion for church- 
men, which is owing perhaps to the outrageous antipathy the cler- 
gy fliew towards them. Sir John Cbardin gives Ui a whimfical 
inilance of this j he fays he was prefent, when a preacher at Spate- 
hanvn told the people in his fermon that the Supbi s were atheifts, 
that they deferved to be burnt, and that he who killed one of this 
feft did an action more pleafing in the fight of God, than if he fa- 
ved the lives of ten other men. As foon as he came out of the 
pulpit, five or fix Supbis who were among his audience cudgelled him 
heartily ; fliid when our author interpofed and begged them to 
give ear to the poor man's cries, one of them anfwered brifkly. 
What ! Ought a fellow who preaches up murder complain of a be a* 
ting? (54) 



(54) Cbardin, Voyages^ torn, iii, p. 21 1 . 

chronology 
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chronology of the writers from whom we have taken this hif- 
tory, till we come (to the utter extinction of the monarchy 
of the native Perfians in Yezdegberd ; but before we clofe this 
feftion, it will be proper to obviate fome objections to the 
bulk of the foregoing hiftory, which may arife from the very 
tenour thereof. For firft it may be faid, that there is fomuch 
of confeffcd fable in almoft every reign of thefe Perfian mo- 
narchs, and the years generally (peaking affigned for the reign 
of each are fo incredible, that a prudent man will be tempted 
to rejeft the whole, rather than take up with a tale full of ap- 
parent abfurdities. To this we anfwer, that if it once becomes 
an eftabliflied rule to reject every hiftory which carries in it a 
mixture of fable, all the antient hiftorians muft be condemn- 
ed in the lump. Berofus, if we may judge from the frag- 
ments which ftill remain of his work, inferted many fabulous 
narrations in his Babylonijh antiquities. Manetho, the Egyp- 
tian hiftorian, can expe£t no mercy if once this law be own- 
ed. Herodotus, Ctefias, Xenophon, and innumerable others 25 
will fhare the fame fate with Mirkhond and the reft of the 
Perfian writers. But after all, there is fo tolerable an account 
to be givtn of that mixture of fable which is interwoven with 
the Perfian hiftory, that if a critic's ftomach be not very nice, 
he may, after a little confideration, be brought to'digeft it. 
We opened this fe&ion with obferving, that the antient Medes 
and Perfians were very curious and exadt in fetting down all 
matters of confequence in their chronicles, and in preferving 
thofe chronicles through a long fucceflion of time $ the truth 
of this fa£t we prove from indubitable authorities facred and 
profane. As to the ftyle of thefe records, we may form fome 
judgment of it from the edidts remaining in the facred fcrip- 
tures, and from the paflage cited in relation to a confpiracy 
againft Ahafuerus in the book of Efther a \ and from all thefe 
it is plain, that though it was noble and fententious, it was 
far from being hyperbolic or romantic. But thefe records 
are no more ; what we have now is taken from Mohammedan 
writers, who have certaialy altered the old Perfian hiftory, 
and digefted it according to their own tafte ; nay, what is 
ftill worfe, many of thefe writers, neglecting the more anti- 
ent and plain accounts of the old Perfian empire, have taken 
up with the romances written long after, to tickle the ears of 
the people, and perhaps to ferve other purpofes, which at this 
diftance of time we are unacquainted with. Can we wonder 
after this at the fables recited in the foregoing hiftory ? Can 
wefuppofe, that ftrangers, born with a contempt for the JV- 



? STiti JiiQFfcjjRTi Origines Sacras, lib, i. c. v. a vi. 2. 
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fees, the defendants of the old inhabitants of this country, 
will do their anceftors ftrift juftice ? Can we believe, that 
thofe who, in confequence of the religion thcmfelves proftfs, 
are inveterate enemies to that religion which was held by the 
kings of whom they write, will ever fpeak of it with impar- 
tiality and truth ? Or can we doubt, that thefe writers have 
made many other alterations, when we find them afierting, of 
fuch kings as they report to have lived wifely and pLufly, 
that they were not Magians, but true believers, i. e, of their 
own religion ; whereas nothing can be more certain, than 
that the Perftan monarchs from Keyomaras to Tezdegherd were 
all of one religion, allowing for fuch alterations in that reli- 
gion as are incident to all religions in fo long a tra& of time ? 
But the egregious length of the reigns of the kings of Perjia 
remains yet untouched. To this charge there is indeed no 
reply, we admit it to be juft, but at the fame time we can 
fafely fay, the fame charge may be brought againft every an- 
tient hiftory extant among the orientals. To give but one in- 
ftance from the hiftory of the Tartars written, by Abu V 
Gbazi Bahader Khan of Khowarazm, from records the molt 
antient and authentic, if the royal author is to be believed, 
and yet he places but feventeen Khans between Bertizena 
Khan and Kabul Khan, though, according to his hiftory, 
there intervened 2550 years between thofe princes ; and in 
another part of his hiftory he allows a thoirfand years for the 
reigns of fix princes b. Thefe aremiftakes as great as any that 
are to be met with in the hiftorians we have cited, and it would 
be no difficult thing to draw together many examples of the like 
nature, if this were a proper place. But this fingle one is fuffici- 
ent for our purpofe 5 we do not pretend to fay, that the numbers 
fct down in our catalogues of kings are right, or capable of be- 
ingdefended; we only alledge, that they are not more prepofte- 
rous than the numbers which are met with in other oriental 
hiftorians, who are notwitbftanding allowed to have fome 
truth in their works. This confeffion we hope will procure 
us fome favour, and pave the way to . thofe amendments 
which we fliall offer in due time. But, fecondly, It may be 
objedted, that our Pcrfian hiftory from the oriental writers, 
being in moft refpedis diredly oppofite to the hiftory in the 
foregoing ledtion, which is extradied from the Greek writers, 
one of the two mull: be rejected, finqe oppofites can never 
be alike true. To this we may fay, that we would be glad 
to compound the difference, and to allow that the, Perftan 
hiftory from the Greeks is frequently to be preferred to this. 

Preface to the genealogical hiftory of the Tartars, p. viii. 

and 



Chap. ii. the Hiftory of the Perfians. 

and that this is in other places frequently to be preferred to 
that. Something in fupport of this demand has been already faid 
on acc unt of Xerxes's expedition, the life of Zoroajier, and 
the death of Darius* Befides, as we have before obferved, 
the Greeks differ among themfelves, nay, there is not one 
author amongft them, who in fpeaking of the Perfian affairs, 
may not be proved to have been miftaken in feveral points, 
even from his own works. As for inftance, Herodotus, who 
in one part of his hiftory makes them worfhippers of the ele- 
ments, and in another polluters, in a third chaftifers of 
them ; adJ to this, that the Greets, like all other writers, 
were notorioufly partial to their country and countrymen, 
as indeed were the Perfians \ fo that on the whole what we 
afk will not appear very unreafonable, efpecially when we re- 
fer it to the judgment of the reader to compare, to weigh, 
and to decide as he pleafes. But, thirdly, It may be ob- 
jected, that thefe accounts, being oppofite to what is re- 
corded by the Greek writers, and having no authority to fup- 
port them but their reputeda ntiquicy, they ought for this reafonj, 
to be rejected, fince true hiftory is always fupported by con- 
current teftimonies of natives and foreigners, the latter of 
which is wanting here ; the ftrength, however, of this ob- 
jection, which is the laft, and perhaps the moft plaufible of 
all that can be offered againft the foregoing fenVs of fails, 
will be effectually weakened by the following confiderations, 
which we had no opportunity of inferting in the body of 
the work. Firft, amongft thofe writers which are beft 
known to the learned, there are none which come near the 
times contained under the beginning of this period. Among 
the Greek hiftorians the hiftory of the Medes and Perfians a- 
fcends, as we have fhewn, very little higher than Cyrus, if we 
except what Diodorus Siculus has tranferibed from Ctefias 
(A), which has been generally exploded by the critics c . With 

refpedi 

c Univerfal Hiftory, Vol. IV. p. 141, & feq. 

(A) We have fo often mentioned Ctefias and his works in the 
courfe of this fettion, that ther« feems to be a neceflity of our 
giving a fliort account of this author and his works, to render thofe 
remarks we have had occafion to make perfectly plain and clear. 
Ctefias lived thirty or forty years after Herodotus ; he was by pro fef- 
fion a phyiician, and feema to have been very eminent therein ; he 
was taken prifoner by Artaxerxes Mnemon % whom he cured of a 
wound, which he received in the battle which he fought again/l his 
brother Cyrus. He refided fixteen or feventeen years in the Per- 
fian court, and, through the favour he was in there, had leave ro 

perufe 
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refpeft therefore to writers of great antiquity, if our hiftory 

be unfupportcd by them, it is likewife uncontradi&ed. The 

firft 

perufe the royal chronicles and thofe authentic hiftories of which 
we have fo often fpoken. From thefe he compiled in XXIII books 
the hiftory of the antient empirei of JJfyria, Media, And Perfieti 
which hiftory of his he brought into Greece* where it was received 
with the greateft applaufe. Diodorus Sicu/us, to whom we arc as 
much indebted as to any antient author whatever, has transcribed 
anto hisbibliotheque the fubftance of Cttfiai* firft fix books, after 
having given us the following chara&er of their author; " Ctefias 
" the Cnidiax was later than Herodotus, for he flourifhed at the 
€g time of Cyrus 1 9 expedition againft his brother Artaxerxes % in 
*■ which being taken prifoner, he was, for his jkill in phyfic, re- 
ceived into Artaxerxes*s favour, in whofe court he lived in much 
honour and efteem feventcen years. During that fpace he di- 
€t gelled into a regular hiftory whatever he found worthy of no- 
46 tice in the Per/tan chronicles, wherein, by a fundamental law of 
" the empire, all remarkable adtions were exaftly regiftered ; and 
** this hiftory he bi ought with him into Greece (55)-" Diodorus 
in the very place from whence we have quoted this paffage, pre- 
fers Ctefias to Herodotus, a« lie dees in molt other places of his book 
where he cites either of them. Xenopbon, fpeaking of the death 
of the younger Cyrus, quotes this writer with applaufe '56). Pla- 
to agrees with him as to the power of the antient AJfyrian empire 
(57 Ariftotle alfo commends him (;8), and in a word almoft 
all rhc antient authors who have written in Greet prefer him to 
Herodotus. The very learned patriarch of Conftantinople, Pbotius, 
has preferved in his bibliocheque an abridgment of this author's 
Perjian hi (lory, before which he premifes, that this writer differed 
not a litt'e from Herodotus, and even from Xenopbon, who was uni- 
verfaHy held to have written more knowingly on the affairs of the 
caft, and particularly on thofe of Perfia, than any of the Greets ; 
but fo it is, that Xenophon, as well as Ctefias, has been fulpefted 
of mingling fic>ion with true hiftory, because he has not repre- 
fented the Pe'fians as an ignorant barbarous people, plunged in 
fenfualiry and floth, according to the ufual cuftom of his country- 
men. Befides his Perfian hvftory, Ctefias wrote alfo an Indian 
hiftory wherein, it i generally agreed, that there are a great many 
ftrokes of Fable ; this Indian hiftory of his has exceedingly hurt the 
credit of his other writings, and fcems to be the true fource of 
thofe fevere cenfures, which many, and efpecially modern authors, 
have puffed on this famous hiftorian. Pbotius at the end of his 
abftract gives us this character of the writer we are fpeaking of ; 
#1 The ftyle of Ctefias, fays he, though it is extremely plain and 

(;c) Bibliotb. lib. \\. p. 109 (56) fo E xped . tyri , p. 266. 

(57) lnleg. (58) Hift % Amm.'i&. viii. 28. 
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firft race of Perjian kingi arc to be placed in a void, where 
if we do not fix them 9 we know not whom to fix befides, 

unlefs 

** fimple, is far from being unplcafant ; he ufes the Ionic dialect, 
** not every where as Herodotus does, but in Tome words only, for 
*' the fake of varying his language; what is objected to him of 
" his frequently running into fabulous flories, is not without 
*' grounds, efpecially in what he has written concerning India* 
" The delightfulnefs of this hiftory arifes chiefly from his difpofi- 
44 tion of facts, which are fo placed, as continually to furprife 
" the reader, and keep his attention engaged ; even his moft fa- 
" b ulcus accounts being adorned with a very pleafant and eafy elo- 
ee quence (59)." Befides thefe large extracts, there are various 
fragments of this author to be met with in the works of Atte- 
ntats (601 , Apollenius (6i) 9 Plutarch (62 , jElian (63), Stephanos 
Byzantius (64), Sec. It would conftrain us to draw this note into 
too great a length, Qiould we pretend to (hew wherein this author 
differs from the Greek writers, or wherein he agrees with the ori- 
ental authors, treating of the Perjian hi/lory ; for the fatisfaction, 
however, of the inquifitive perufer, we ftiall fubjoin a fhort account 
of thofe reigns which interfere with the foregoing fections of the 
Median and Perfian empires. 

Cyrus is by him faid to have married Amytis, and to have had 
two fons Cambyfes and Tanyoxarces ; he allows him to have reigned 
thirty years, and fays, that he died of a wound received in battle. 

Cambyfes, according to him, married Roxana, and after a reign 
of eighteen years, died of a wound which he cafually gave himfelf 
in the thigh. 

The Magian, ftyled by the Greek writers Smerdis, is by hint 
called Sphendadates ; he computes his reign to have lafted only fevert 
months, and relatts him to have been flain by feven confpirators. 

Darius, the fon of Hy ft of pes, reigned thirty one years, died of a 
ficknefs which lafted thirty days, and left his empire to his fon 

Xerxes. 

Xerxes had to wife Amyftris; his children were Dorians, Hyftaf- 
pes, Artaxerxes, Acha?nedides, Artarius, Amy t is, and Rhodoguna 5 
this king was flain by Artapanus and Spamitres. 

Artaxerxes, his wife's name was Damafpia ; he reigned forty two 
years, left but one legitimate fon, viz. Xerxes, but feventeen by 
concubines, of whom Secyndianus and Ocbus afterwards fucceeded 
him. 

Xerxes the fecond, he held the regal dignity forty five days, and 
was deftroyed by a confpiracy. 

Secyndianus, after a reign of fix months and twenty five days, was 
fmothered in afhes. 

1 

(59^ Phot. Bibliotb. Art.lxxiL p. 106. (60) Deipnofopbijl x. 
(60 Hijior Mirab XX. (6 J) Invito Art axer. (63) De 

Animal, Noiura, lib, vii. c. 1. (.64) Voce bvfixwu 
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unlefs we take up with the feigned catalogue of Affyrian rao- 
jiarchs contrived by Junius oiViierbo \ and as to writers of a 
later date, our Perfian hiftory is not deftitute of friends a- 
mongtt them, fuch as are un biafled, and againft whofe cre- 
dit there is nothing to be faid. The royal author of the hif- 
tory of the Tartars^ fpeaking of the original of his nation, 
which he derives, as moft of the oriental writers do, from Turk 
the eld eft fon of 'Jap bet ; he proceeds thus : <c Turk was a 
man of fuperior genius, having been the firft who invent- 
€C ed many of the conveniencies of Iifej he made himfelf 
*< tents, and pitched upon a fixed refidence in a place called 
* c at prefent Ifachkoll^ he had four fons 5 1. Taunak j 2. Za- 
€c kale\ 3. Benfazar, 4. Amlak. At his death he appointed 
« 4 his fon Taunak for his fucceflbr, who became a very rich 
* 4 and ingenious prince, author of many fine inventions- It 
« c happened one day, that Taunak having gone a hunting 
" and killed^ much game, ordered a piece to be roafted; 
cc but when he was juft going to eat fome of it, he by 
< c chance let a bit drop upon the grouud, and having taken 
<c it up and put it to his mouth, he found it delicious by rea- 
* c fon a grain of fait had ftuck to it ; which having given 
< c him to underftand, that this land was impregnated with 
c< fait, he fet himfelf to improve this difcovery, and became 
<c the firft inventer of the ufe of fait, no one before him hav- 
<c ing known what fait was, or that it could feafon victuals. 
" Cotemporary with him reigned a prince in the country of 
<c Iran, called Cajumars or Keyomaras* Taunak lived 240 
<4 years, and at his death left his throne to his fon Ielza 
Chan j who lived many years, and before his death appoint- 
<c ed his fon Dibhakin Chan to fucceed him. Dibbakin Chan 
« c lived alfo a long time, and difpofed of the fuccefiion 
<c before his death to his fon Kajak Chatty who reigned a 
€i great length of years, and had for his fucceflbr after 
" his death his fon Alanza Chan. From the days of %- 
€t phin and his defcendants to the time of Alanza Chan % 
« fi the true religion was preferved, and during the reign 

Ocbus, called a!fo Dari/eus, married Parifatis, he reigned thirty 
live years, and had the following children, viz. Arfaces, Cyrus, Ar- 
toftes, Oxendras, and thirteen others ; he died of a langui/hing dif- 
cafe at Babylon. 

Arfaces, this is the fame prince whom the Greek writers ftyle Ar* 

taxerxes U'nemon ; he overcame his brother Cyrus, his wife's name 
Was States ra ; and in his time Ctefias refided in Perfsa, and com- 
piled hh hiftory (65). 



(6$) Pbotii Blblioth. p, 135, 136. 
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<c of this prince his fubje&s lived in a profound peaces 
having great abundance of all forts of riches <*. " From, 
this pa/Tagc it is evident, th it the records of Tartary 
mention this Kfyomaras. juit where the Perfian hiftorians 
place him; and it is hkewife plain that the belief of 
the true religion is reported bv the fame records to have re- 
mained untainted in tiiefe countries, which is exactly what our 
Perfian writers fay ; the fame author agrees with them in 
many other things, fuch as making Sam i. e. Shem, and his 
defcendants the original inhabitants of Iran or Perfia, and in 
acknowledging Hujhjhangh , the grandfon of Keyomaras his 
fucceflor : he relates likewife the wars carried on by the de- 
fcendants of Turk againft the moiiarchs of Iran, and pro- 
portions the reigns of rhofe Khans to the reigns of the kings 
of Perjia mentioned in the foregoing hiftory. In Dr. Hyde's 
learned book of the religion of the antient Perfians, there are 
many Arabic and other hiftorians quoted in fupport of fuch 
paflages of the antient Perfian hiftory, as he has occafion to 
touch on in that work, it is true, that learned and judicious 
writer is far from conceiving, that all thefe oriental hiftorians 
have delivered ought to be taken on truft ; on the contrary, he 
points out many of their errors, as he does alio thofe of the 
Greek writers, whence he argues, as we do after him, that 
intire credit ought to be given to neither, but that the hkelieft 
method for attaining truth is to read and compare both e . 
Secondly, the whole feries of antient hiliory teaches, that in 
the moft remote ages of the world thefe countries were very 
populous, and under the dominion of potent monarchs ; this 
is exactly conformable to what our writers of the Perfian 
hiftory and Other oriental authors affirm ; fo that we muft 
cither renounce that opinion, which has hitherto been ge- 
nerally entertained, of thefe eaftern counties being firft and 
moft fully peopled, or we muft admit, that thefe accounts 
are probable, if it were in refpedt only to this point. Third- 
ly, there remain of the antient Perfians, th fe poor diftrefted 
creatures who arc now ftiled Perfect, as fo m.uiy livirg wit- 
nefles of the truth of this hiftory. We can no way avoid 
affording our bjILf to this proportion, that the religion they 
profefs is the very fame which th ir ancestors held in the reign 
of Tezdegherd ; and if fo, we muft trace this religion from 
their ace -unis, thofe of their conquerors, and fuch as are to 
be met with among their neighbour nations. Now the Ar- 
fees, as well thofe in India as thofe which ftill remain in their 

* P. I. ch. ii. p. 6. c Hyde, H. R. vet. P. in Pn£ 
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own country, affirm Ireadily, that it was fettled by Keyotna- 
raSj reformed by 'Lerdujht^ and fo continued till the diflblu- 
tion of the empire of the native Perfians. The modern Per- 
fi'jfis, and the Arabic hiftorians, acknowledge thefe facts to 
he fo ; they are like wife admitted by fuch of the oriental 
chriftian writers as have come to our knowledge ; we may 
therefore conclude, that there is not fo much in this third 
objection as at firft fight there may feem \ but that, conflder- 
ing the nature of the thing, this hiftory has as ftrong evi- 
dence in its favour as any other hiftory of equal antiquity, 
excepting; that of the Hebrews ; a proportion which we long 
ago undertook to prove, and which we have hitherto profe- 
cuted with no fmall pains-. The reader will no doubt take 
nonce of fome deviations in this fection from our ordinary 
method, and of frequent recapitulations of facts, which have 
drawn this fection to an extraordinary length ; but at the 
fame time we hope it will be obferved, that this is a fubject 
that hath hitherto been untouched, a fcene of confufion, 
wherefrom little was expected \ if therefore it hascoft an un- 
ufual trouble to give it fome form, it ought to be excufed, 
fince tranfactions of this nature agree with the old mode of. 
reducing Chaos^ wherein there was firft motion and then light* 
The firft is here, the latter may come in time ; hitherto ori- 
ental hiftories have been confined to the learned languages, 
and, like books of alchimy, been defpifed as trifles by fome, 
and efteemed as treafures by others. Of their value we pre- 
tend not to decide, it was our bufinefs to bring them here, 
to place them in the view of our Englijh reader in the beft 
method we could \ and having done this, we are to leave 

them to the judgment pf the public. 
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The Hiftory of the Scythians and Gome- 
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SECT. I, 



*viz. the 

former of 
Scythians, 
Cclto -Scy- 
thes, Sar- 
matian.% 
Maflage- 



to their Hi ft or y. 



4n Inquiry into the Origin, Antiquity, Migrations* and t&, (st c . 
Settlements of the Scythians and Gomerians, conji- the latter 
dered as two diftinff Nations, by way of Introduction '-£^ omc * 

Cymme- 
rizins Ccf- 

fT g "^HESE two nations are fo blended in antient hif- tes Q a la- 

flj tory, that it would be next to impoffible to aflign t i a Jj S 
B their different territories, or give their hiftory with Gaufs, 

any tolerable clearnefs, without previoufly tracing Titans,) 
them to their diftin£t originate,. ..taking a curfory retrofpeft of Sacks, aud 
their migrations and fettlciftehts, and confidering each ofCeltibe- 
them under thofe various names, by which they are mentioned «*ns. 
by antient hiftorians, W e have already feen at the beginning 
of this hiftory, that they were both defcended from Gomer f, ~ eiC f 
the eldeft fon of Japbet. This laft we have alfo proved, to j£*Td 
Jiaye been the eldeft fon of Noah *, and to have received this fa^u. 
peculiar bleffing from his father, that God would enlarge his phet. 
borders % upon which account Mofes obferves immediately 
after, that the ijles of the Gentiles, » by which is undcrftood 
Europe, was divided by, or among, his pofterity K This 
perhaps is what induced Berofus and thofe wlio have followccj 
him, to njafee fuch defperate hafte to fettle Corner's children 

f See before, Vol. I. p. 368, &c feq. * Ibid, p. 258. 

» G*nef. jx. 37. b Ibid, x. 5. See before, Vol I. 258. 
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in Italy, AJluria, Bifcay, and other parts of Europe, even fo 
early as 142 years after the flood. Hence others, no lefs 
languine, have Ventured to bring Gomer into Gaul, Tubal 
into Spain, AJbkenaz into Germany, and Magog into Sweden 
or Denmark c. Thefe precipitate migrations ftand Efficient- 
ly confuted by their palpable irnpoffibility d (A), were there 
nothing elfe to difprove them. But nothing appears more 
certain, than that chofe patriarchs never came out of Afta. 
On the contrary, we find their defcendants making a confi- 
derable figure in that cradle of the world, and fettling thern- 
felves as near as they conveniently could to one another, till 
fcantinefs of room, want of paftiirage, accidental difcords, 
or fome other reafons, obliged them to branch out farther on 
all fides towards Europe and northern Afia, whilft the defcen- 
dants of Sbem and Ham enlarged their territories in their fe- 
veral allotments, in the (outhern parts of AJia and Africa, as 
we have already feen in their feveral hiftories. 

To make the fame appear the more clearly with refpe£l to 
the fons of Gomer, let us now take a fhort retrofpe£t of their 
firft fettlements in Afia, their migrations thence into Europe, 
their fucceffive ftations before they came into thofe parts in 
which they fettled thernfelves into regular kingdoms and go- 
vernments ; .and from which fome of them returned again in- 
to Afia in procefs of time, where they gave names to coun- 
tries, cities, mountains, and rivers, which have caufed fuch a 
confufion in antient hiftorians, for want of rightly diftinguifh- 
ing between thofe two diftant migrations. This circumftance 
makes it very neccflary to examine, in the firft pjace, whe- 
ther the Scythians and the Gomerians, properly fo called, were 
originally the fame, or two diftin& nations. Without fuch 

* Phzron. Antiq. Celt. chap. 3. <* Vid. int. al. Rawl. 
lift. p. i. c. 8. fed. 3. Bockart Phaleg. lib. iii. c. 8.&feq. Pez- 
ion. ubi fup. 

(A) Nothing indeed were more abfurd, thah to fiippofe, that 
they feparated thernfelves from the reft before the general difper- 
fion at Babel ; and if immediatefy after, how little time foeyer bej 
allowed for the building of that ftupendous fabric, the remainder 
will be vaftly too (hort for a migration of near 3ooomiles^ through 
woods foreds, and deferts 5 and with all the incumbrance of their 
families, cattle, and other luggage; forfo far Sir Wtlter Ranuhigb 
Jias proved it to be by land, in the place above quoted. It were 
fill I more monftrous to fuppole, that they could come into Europe 
by fea, with fuch a numerous retinue, fo long before any thing of 
jjavi^ation, even by coafting, was known. 
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a previous inquiry, we fliall find their names, countries, and 
exploits fo confuted, that it would be next to impoffible to fet- 
tle their geography, or underftand their hiftory, with any fa- 
tisfa&ory clearnefs. 

We have formerly hinted at the different opinions of the 
learned concerning this point *, which feems chiefly to be 
owing to thefe two caufes. 1. That none of the facred hif- 
torians mention thefe two nations by any other name, than 
that of their progenitor € ; and 2. That prophane authors have 
been fo confounded by their variety of names, migrations, and 
exploits, in feveral parts of Afia as well as Europe, and parti- 
cularly by the affinity of thofe names which they gave in both 
places, to towns, rivers, mountains, and the like, in their 
driving one another out of their territories, which they often 
did by turns ; that it is not eafy to know whether they fpoke 
of the fame nation under different names, or of two diftin£fc 
ones. Sure it is, that if they meant the latter, they have 
moft egregioufly confounded them, by afcribing names, pla- 
ces, and exploits to the one, which belonged to the other, 
which makes it extremely difficult to difcover when they fpeak 
of the Scythians^ and when of the Celtes or Gomerians. At 
leaft it is evident, that Herodotus, Ptolemy, and % JuJlin f , to 
name no more, have called the Scythians, who remigrated in- 
to Afia by forne names, and attributed fome aftions and pla- 
ces to them, which, upon clofer examination, are found to 
have belonged to the Celtes or Gomerians, whom they had 
driven thither out of their European territories. An accu- 
rate antient geographer tells us that the old Greek hiftori- 
ans gave the name of Scythians and Celto-Scytlrians to all the 
inhabitants of the northern regions, though it is plain, that a 
confiderable part of them were properly Celtes or Gomerians b . 
And in the fame book he adds, that thofe people who inha- 
bited beyond the Cafpian fea, which fhould be the Scythians, 
were by the fame Greek hiftorians called fome Sacks, and o- 
thers Majfagetes, though the former of thefe names, at lcaft, 
belonged only to the Celtes^ as we fhall ihew in its proper 
place. 

For thefe reafon9, many learned men have chofen to rec- 
kon them as one people, branched out into that variety of 



* Vol. I. p. 368, 370. e Vid. int. al. Ezek. xxxviii, 2, 3, 
6. f See Pt olem. Geogr. lib vi. c. 1 1 , & 13. Hbrobot. 
lib. i £4. Justin, lib. 1. c. 8. & fcq. tf Stua b. Geogr. 
lib. ii. h Vid. Glnebr. 1949 Lewis's Introdudt. in hift. 

Britan. cap, iii. Pezron. ubi fup. Jwn. m Genef. x. 2. 
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names and characters, under which they are difiinguifhed in 
hiftory, Notwithftanding which, and the iilence of the fa- 
cred books, Jafepkus's authority has been more univerfally 
received both by antient fathers and modern authors who 
affirms, the Cehes and Gauls to be defcended from Gamer ; and 
the Scythians from Magog his next brother 1 ; and we think 
very jufHy too. As to the firft, there is not the leaft reaforf 
to doubr of it 5 for, befides the teftimony of the Jcwiji) hif- 
torian, v/e have this undoubted proof, that, notwithftanding 
all the various denominations which they have undergone, and 
which feem rather to have been given to them by other nations 
'than a/Turned by themfelves (B) ; they have ft ill preferved their 
original name of Gomro^ or Cymra 9 or defendants of Gomer y 
and retain it to this day in all thofe countries where the Cel- 
tic or GGmerian language is preferved - y which is therefore 
called Gomeraeg or Cywbraeg, that is, the language of Co- 
wer * . 

To 

» Antiq. I. 1. c, 7. Vid. Hiebon. Theodoret. &al.in Ge- 
ref. x. z. Boch art. Phaleg. I. iv. c. 38. Ra vvl. ubi fup. p. 1. 

c. 8. feS. iv. Juk. Le Clerc Patri c. in Gen erf. x. 2. Pess- 
zoh. ubi fupra, c. iv. & al. mult. * Pezron. Lewis. &aU 
ubi fupra. 

(B) By thefe names we mean, not only thofe which were a pal- 
pable corruption of their original one, fuch a* Cymbrians, Cymmcri- 
ans, Camncriansi and the like ; but thofe of Celtes, Gauls, Galati- 
#vj, Titans, -Sacks, and perhaps alfo thofe of Scythians, Celto-Scyth;- 
urn, Csliibcrians, and fome others ; all which, if we may guefs at 
them by their etymons, fecm to have been given to them, fome 
out of compliment and on account of their valour, and others out of 
contempt and in revenge for their incurfions, plunders and conquers. 
Thus tne word Cel/ar in Gruk xeknreu or *£>rr.-ot,fignifying horfemen 
in Homer and Pindar, might be given them on account of their great 
orpcrtnefs in horfemanihip (1 1. 

Another author {2 . derives that word, and that of Gaul, from 
the Celtic, i;i which both fignify a warlike man. Bochart conjee* 
tores, that they were called Gauls and Galatiuns from the redneiii of 
their hair ( 3). 

That of 'Titans may either allude to it, as it was a name of 
the i'uu, v. hole etymon can no where be fo appofitely found 
as in the Celtic, in which Ti or Ty 9 tignifies a Iftufe, and 7an % 
or Taen, Fir and both together, h'be Uouft 0/ Jl/c Some, how- 

(1) Vid. Goodwin. Not. in Comm. C#far. lib. i. r. I. Not, 3. 
(2) fezrvn. Antiq, AW. OA. clap. 3, (3) VbaUg. liL iii. c. 6, 

CVC| 
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To all this we may add the concurrent teftimony of Ptole- 
my, Strabo, Pliny, Dionyfius of Alexandria, or rather Cha- 
rax, Mela, and others, who mention them under the names- 
of Comariansy Camarians, Chomarians, Cymbrians, Cymmeri- 
ans, and fuch like ; all which do plainly appear to be a cor- 
ruption of their original name of Gamer ians K We have 
likewife the authority of fome antient fathers, who agree,, 
that Gamer was the father and founder of the Gomerians, cal- 
led afterwards Celtes, Galatians, and Gauls m . And if all 
this be not enough to prove the Celtes to be derived from Go- 
mer we fhall add another pregnant argument out of Cluve- 
rius, who proves, that the antient Celtic nation, which, ac- 
cording to him, included the regions of Illyria, Germany,. 
Gallia, Spain, the Britannic and other northern ifles, did all 
fpeak the fame language n , which could be no other than the 
Gomeraeg, or the language of Gomer, which had been uni- 
verfally preferved among all his defendants, as we fhall fhew 
more fully when we come to fpeak of their language and 
hiftory. To all thefe we fhall add at the bottom fome au- 

1 Ptolem. lib. vi. c. ii — 13. Mel. ubi fupra. Pun. lib. 
vi. c. 16. Dion. Per. v. 700. m Hieron. tradit. hebr. in 
Genef. Eustat. Com. in Examer. Isidor. orig. lib. ix. c. 2. 
Zonar. Bed. & ah n Antiq. German, lib. i. c. 6. & feq. 8c 
Introd. ad Geogr. 1. ii. c. 5. & feq. 

ever, fetch it from the Celtic Tit, which in that as well ai in the 

Hebrew fignifies duft or dirt ; fo that Tircm; fhall fignify the fame 
as terrigente, or children of the earth or dirt. This laft etymon, 
if admitted, may be fuppofed to have been given them in fcorn, 
and to imply the bafenefs of their origin, as that of Sacks, which 
fignifies thieves and plunderers, was given them on account of their 
living chiefly by that trade. 

That of Celtiberians, or inhabitants of Celtiberia, or Spain, might 
be defigned to diftinguilh thofe Celtes on that, from thofe on this, 
fide of the Pyrenees, as we fhall have f urther occafion to fhew in 
another note. For thus we find Gallia or Gaul divided into Cis and 
Tram- alpha, and the word Iberia feems derived from the old Celtic 
and Teutonic Jber, which fignifies over (4) ; and thus Spain, which 

is fometimes found in the plural number, was divided into Citerior 
and Ulterior. 

Other etymologies of their names we omit, becaufe authors have 
been too apt to fetch them from other languages, in order to make 
them fquare with their own hypothefes, becaufe they were igno- 
rant of the Celtic, from which it is mod natural to derive them, as 

fhall be further proved in due time. 

■ 

4 

(4) ViA Oliver, lib. ii. c . 3. 
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. thentic monuments, which the warlike defendants of Gomer 
and his brethren have left in their various fetilements, which 
ftill more corroborate what we have faid concerning their o- 

rigin, migrations, and fettlements (C). 

Were we as well acquainted with the Scythian nation, 
with refpe& to thefe two particulars, it would not be difficult 
to trace it to its fountain head, and to difpel that obfcurity 
which we find in antient authors concerning, them, who, as 
we hinted before, have too much confounded them with the 
Gomerians. However, we are not without fome additional 
proofs to the teftimony of jfofephusy who affirms them to be 
defcended from Magog above mentioned, and for which he 
has been followed by many of the fathers and by a greater 
number of moderns For firft, we find fome antient mo- 
numents of that patriarch, and of his two brothers Mejhtch 
and Tubals in the neighbourhood of his brother Gomer , in 
the regions of lefler yffia 9 where they planted themfelves> after 
the difperfion (D). Secondly, As they fpread themfelves to- 

o Hi e ron. August. Eustat. Theodor. Bed. Joseph. 
Ben-gor. Judasi fer. omn. Jun. Bochart. Rawleigh. 
Munst. Hiylin. Patric & al. innum. 

(C) Thus the Gomeriam left their name to the Albanian moun- 
tains, when they exchanged them for the more pleafant plains of 
Pbrygia ; and to a city of this province, which in Pliny's time was 
ftiil called Cymmeris. Afhkenax Gamer's fon gave his to the Stmts 
Afcaniu:, to a lake and river of the- fame name, and in the leffer 
Pbrygia to a city and province, and to the Infulte Afcania. 

From Ripbath, another of his ions, we have the Riphean nation 
and country, fmce called Papblagonia, and from T$garmah 9 his 
youngeft fon, whom the Greek verfion calls 0of>ya/xa and Topyafta, 
the frog mans or Trocmans of Cappadocia and Pontus ; all thefe the 
reader may further fee in the learned Bochart (5). 

In like manner Magog, Mejhecb, and Tubal, whofe bands are join* 
ed together by the prophet 6), have left their names to feveral 
countries bordering upon thofe of Gomer ; as Magog to the Goga- 
rent, Mcjhccb, or, as he is called by tl>e antients, Mofieb % to the 
mountains Mofrbici between Colchis and Armenia ; and mentioned ' 
by Ptolemy \ Pliny, and Mela ; as the reader may fee it further 

proved m Bochart above quoted. 

(D) Of this kind are the provinces of Mongog or Mongug, Con- 
gigo, Giguiivs, and fome others ; and the cities of Gyngui \ Angus 
Gorgangoi and Goigui in Tartary -J*. 

(5) Pbaleg. lib iii. fjy feq. Rawleigh, Heylin+Pezron. aL 
Vid. 13 fup. Vol. l.p 368, 369. v C6; Ezet. xxxviii. 2. xxxix. 1. 
Vide Bochart. ubi fufra & aL fup % citat. 

wards 
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wards Europe j and Gamer's defcendants turned towards the 
north-weft, fo thofe of Magog may be rcafoiubly fuppofed 
to have fprsad themfelves towards the north-eaft into both 
Scytbias, where we find fome pLiin fooifteps of their proge- 
nitor, bcfides the name of Mogli^ which was that of the 
anticnt Mofcovitcs and Tartarian* (E) ; and feems only a 
corruption or abbreviation of Magogli, the fens of Magog. 
To thefe we may add, Thirdly, that there is fcarce a nation 
under heaven that fo fully anfwers the warlike, bloody, and 
dreadful character, which the fcriptures give us of Gog and 
Mogcgy as that of the barbarous Scythian ; upon all thefe 
accounts therefore we hope, we may venture with Jofephus 
to derive them from that patriarch. 

(E) Accordingly, we do fcarcely find any part of Europe in 
which fome of thefe are not mentioned by anticnt geographer? and 
hiftorians (7), under the names of Gomerians, Cymbrians, Cehes, 
Celtrberia?is, Celto- Scythians , and fuch like, as we ftiall more tally iee 
in the fequel. 

As for Iberia or Spain, Jofephus doth indeed affirm, that it wa 
firft peopled by the Tbobalincs, or fons of Tubal or Tbobal, as he 

calls him f x 8 \ y who was the filth fon of Japbet (9). On the other 
hand, ' Sir Walter Rarwleigh thinks it more probable, that it was firlt 
inhabited by the Africans > who did from thence conceive fuch 
fondnefs for it, that they ha\{e been ever fmce llriving from time 
to time to regain it (10). But we fee no reafon for preferring 
either of thefe opinions to the concurrent teftimony of the authors 
above quoted ; to which we may. add, that the furname of Celto* 
given to that province, and that of Celtibgrians or Celt o-iber tans to 
its inhabitants, doth make it much more probable, that the Ccltes 
were the full peoplers of it, efpecialiy if we confider, that the 
name of Iberia fignifies in the old Celtic and Teutonic, over, or on 
the other fide, as we hinted in a former note. So that the Cdtibc- 
rians might mean only the Ccltes on the other fide the Pyeneans % to 
diltinguifh them from thofe on this fide (11). 

It is likewife more natural to fuppofe, that the warm fituation 
of Spain might invite the Celtes thither from the more northern 
climates of Europe, than that the Africans could come thither fo 
early by fea; unlefs we can fwallow that ridiculous Spanifo tradi- 
tion, which makes Tubal to have crolfed over thither, and to have 
built the town of St. Vaal, which is ftill Handing at this day (12). 

(7) Fid Jofeph. Ant in. I. i. c. 7. Ptolem. Geoo>\ lib. vi. c. II. 
& I jj. & alib. Mela lib. i. f. 2 iii. c. z. Ctcf Comm. c. i. PI in. 
lib. vi c. 1 6. Strab. D SkuLtSal. (8.) Ant. lib. i. c. 7. (9) Ge- 
nef. x. 2. (10) Hi ft. chap, v'\\\.fvSl. i.&feq. (it) See 

before p. 230. note B, (12) Hiji. of the ivorU, ubi fup. 

feci. 4. 



Vol. V 



Having 



254 ffiftory of the Ccltes. Book I. 

Having thus far cleared the way, and difentangled, as 
much as poflible, the intricacy of antient authors concerning 
thefe two nations, we fhall now proceed to add fomething 
of their different migrations from Ajia into Europe* which 
will ftill give a further light to what has been faid already. 
The reader may remember, that we formerly fettled Gomer 9 
their common progenitor, with his descendants about him, 
hi the province of fbrygia ? : Afukena* his eldeft fon, or, ac- 
cording to the Armenians* Tegarmab his youngeft, or, it may 
be, borh of them, in Armenia* and Ripbatb the fecond fon 
in CaficJocia ; or, in fome province in the neighbourhood of 
Pbrygia^. For the condition the young world was then in 
w<»uld not permit them to go far from each other at firftj 
and when their increafe made it afterwards neceflary to en- 
large their territories, it is reafonable to fuppofe, that they 
kept a correfpondence with each other, by means of thofe 
rivers, along whofe banks both they and their defcendants 
were forced to pitch their tents, for the convenience of paf- 
ture for their numerous herds r * even when they began to 
fpread themfelves farther and wider into Europe* they feem 
to have moved regularly, and in columns, without interfer- 
ing one with another, and as it were, by a fettled contract. 
For in proportion to their advancing northward, we find the 
Gomcrians* who had taken the left hand, infenfibly fpreading 
themfelves weftwards, towards Poland* Hungary* Germany^ 
France* and fo quite up to Spain* whilft the Scythians* or 
defcendants of Magog* moved to the right eafiward, towards 
Mofcovy and Tartary* as far as the borders of Cathai* if 
not beyond. 

Thus was all Europe* and the far greater part of A- 
fia* their utmoft extent northward, peopled by thofe two 
famous nations, the former almoft wholly by the Ccltes or 
Govuriuns* that is from the utmoft parts of Spain to Scytbia 
Europaa eaftward, and the latter from thence almoft to the 
territories of China* as we fhall fee in the fequel. So that 
the whole extent of thefe two nations reached from the roth 
degree weft to the 8oth caft longitude, and in latitude from 
the 40th degree quite up to the ardiic circle. 
' Upon the whole then, it appears that the firft rank be- 
longs to the noble Celtic nation, as defcended from the elder 
brother, though the preference has been given to the Scythians 
hy the univerfal vote of prophane authors, who were unac- 

1 

p See Vol. I. p. 368. 1 Vid. Bused, loc. Hebr. & Bo* 

oh art. iibi fupra l, iii. c. 8. r See Ravvl. hift. ubi fup f 
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quainted, that their progenitor was Corner's younger brother. 
Scytharum gens antiquijfima was even a proverb among them ; 
upon which account we gave them the firft rank in the plan 
of this hiftory. But being now convinced of the contrary, 
and we hope that our readers are fo by this time, we fhall re- 
ftore it to its right owners the Celtes, who claim it on account 
not only of their elderfhip, but much more on that of their 
fuperior merit ; as will appear more fully from the hiftory of 
both. 



SECT. II. 




The Hiftory of the Geltes, tinder the names a/Gomeri- 

ANS, CvMMERI ANS, CymBRIANS, CELTES," GaULS, 

Galatians, Titans, Sacks. &c. 

E have already fpoken of the migrations of thefe fons 
of Gamer, from rffia into Europe, and endeavour- 
ed to account, as well as we could, for their vari- 
ety of names in the laft fe&ion ; wherein we obfejved their 
regular progrefs from Phrygia their firft fettlement, through 
Thrace, Hungary, Germany, Gallia, Italy, till they had 
fpread themfelves to the utmoft borders of Spain. In this 
large European tra& it was, that, having fixed their bounda- 
ries between the Scythians and themfelves, they began to ap- 
pear a powerful nation under a regular monarchy, and gave 
their country, or others for them, the name of Gallia and ™ e ? 
Galatia, whilft themfelves did retain their own antient name 0115 
of Gomero, or Gomerians. As for thofe of Cynimerians, and °* * 
Cymbrians,, &c. which feems only a corruption of that, it is tcs ' 
obfervable, that it was given to none of the Celtes, but thofe 
who inhabited the more northern regions of Europe, above 
the Euxine fea and the north of the Danube, where they were 
Iefs known and intermixed. Thus that part of Germany now 
known by the name of Hol/lein was called Cymbria Cherfo- 
nefus. The names of Titans, and Sacks were given only to 
thofe of lefler Afta> fo that they feem to have been only known 
in this part of Europe by thofe of Celtes and Gauls (A). 

The 



(A) Cafar, in his commentaries, doth indeed tell us, that they 
took the name of Celtes to themfelves, whilft the Romans did give 
them that of Galli or Gauls (1 ), not knowing in all likelihood, that 
they both flgnifi$4 the fame thing in the old Celtic, namely wri- 
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The name of Galatians, Va^drai was given them alfo by the 
Greeks, but it is plain, it meant the fame with the Gauls, and' 
accordingly antient authors make them defcended from the 
fame father, namely Gomer. It was not, however, in this 
tra£r. of ground that they began to he famous for their warlike 
exploits \ they had already fignalifed their names in feveral 
parts of both the higher and lower Jlfm-i where, it is likely, 
they began very early to be governed by feveral valiant princes 
of their own, and this is the reafon that we find the name of 
Gomer ions and Gov/erites, as well as thofe of Sacks and Titans, 
in thofe parts, among antient geographers ; which names 
were afterwards changed to that of Celtes, after their fpread- 
ing themfclves into Europe, as will more fully appear by the 
fequel. But thofe early exploits are fo intricate, and built 
fo much upon conjedhire, that it would be dangerous to rely 
Tbeir Ter- too ftrenuoufly upon them. At the moft, it is plain, that 
ritories. thefe Afiatic conquefts did not remain long enough in their pof- 

feflion to deferve a place in this geography of their country. 
Thofe exploits will be be ft refumed in the hiflory of thofe na- 
tions with whom thev had to do. Whilft we confine their 

J 

territories at prefent within thofe limits of Europe, in which 
we can fpeak of their actions with much greater certainty 

It 



See Pezron Ant. Celt. Nat. c. 2. b Comp. Joseph. Ant. 
Jr d. 1. i. c. 7. Eif 5*r at. Comm. in ExamcrHi e ron. tradit. hajbr. 
in Gent. ix. Is 1 dor Origin. J. ix. c. 2. 8c Pezron. ub. fup. 
• Vid. Ptclom. Strab. Mela. Sc al. 

01-s f 2\ We would not depend too much upon uncertain etymolo- 
gies, though we have ventured to give fome other fenfe of thefe 
two names, as they arc fetched from other languages ; and indeed 
there is nothing more cafy than to find in all languages fuch likencfa 
nf founds ar. Gnuh and Crl/i, Celtes and *for,Tat thoagh of fuch 
different meaning, as to make it very dubious, which is the right 
ervmon, Ar lea/1 thofe are the mo ft likely to be the trueft, which 
aic derived from the language itfelf unto whom the name belongs ; 
excepting, however, fuch of them as, we obferved there, were gi- 
ven in con rem p. r ai'd by way of reproach, as that of Sacks or Rob- 
frf-rs. Fut jjere it crrtain, that the Ccites made too great a figure 
in the wor:d, ioi.g before Gcjars time, to have been called Galli 
in dcrifion. 

(D) Wc m:ifl not, however, omit taking notice, that when the 
prophet threatens the X"^^ UMtn hririgfng Gomer and his armies 
againft them from the north quarters (3 ) 9 he feems to intimate, that 

(2 , V;J. Pfzroft, Cb. }i. (?,) Ezek. xxxviii. 6. 

there 
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It is not eafy to fix the exact boundaries, which divided 
the Celtes from the European Scythians^ for the reafons given 
in the laft feftion. We may perhaps be more particular, 
when we come to the geography of the latter. At prefent 
we (hall only obferve, that the former extended from the Da- 
nube, their fuppofed boundary, to the fartheft part of Spain and 
Portugal, reaching at leaft twenty three degrees from eaft to weft, 
that is from that famous river to cape Fenejlre. It was bound- 
ed on the fouth by the Mediterranean fea, and weft and north- 
weft by the weftern and northern ocean. How far it extend- 
ed full north, whether to the Hyperborean or frozen fea, or 
only to the Baltic, we prefume not to fay. The laft, how- 
ever, feems moft probable, for reafons we fhall give in the 
hiftory of Scytbia. For it is probable, they did not advance 
towards Sweden, Denmark, and the other more northern re- 
gions, till they found themfelves too ftreightened in the more 
pleafant climates of the fouth ; which did not happen in all 
likelihood till many centuries after their migration into Eu- 
rope. However, it is certain, that in the time of Julius 
far, not only they but alfo the northern iflands of Britain^ 
Ireland, and even Iceland, were inhabited, and made part of 
the Celtic Gallia. As for the fouthern iflands on the Medi- 
terranean, fuch as Sicily, Corfica, Majorca, and others, we 
need not doubt, but they were much fooner peopled than 
thofe on the northern ocean. 

So confiderable was the Celtic nation, even in Augujlut 
Cafar's time, though greatly abated of its former grandeur 

there were ftill fome of the defcendants of that patriarch fettled in 
fome of the northern parts of higher AJia even in his time, and 
that they continued there till the fulfill ing of the prophecy, that is, 
till fome years after the Babylon'jjb captivity, when they made that 
terrible irruption into Pale/line, of which we fhall fpeak in its pro- 
per place. 

Accordingly we find Ptolemy placing the Cbamarians and Comari- 
am as two diftinft nations, though originally the fame ; the firfl: 
with Chamara y their fuppofed metropolis, in Baftria along the 
fouth banks of the river Oxus ; and the latter a little farther north 
in the province of Sogdiana (4). Mela* though he differs fome what 
from Ptolemy in their fituation, doth agree in placing them in the 
northern provinces of AJia f j \ where we may have occafion to vifit 
them again in the fequel of this hiftory, as well as the Sacks ano- 
ther branch of the Celtes, whom Strabo, (6) places a little farther 
weltward in Cappadocia along the fouth coalt of the Euxinc fea. 

( 4 ) Ptol. lib Vi. c. 11. E? 13. CO Lib. i.e. 2. (*) 

Lib, xi. 
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and fhrtmk into much narrower limits, rhat it contained no lefe 
than fixty great people, diftinguifhed by the names of cities 
or diftrids according to Strabo. Tacitus fays 64S but tin's 
is nothing to Jofeplms, who reckoned the number of thefe 
nations about 315 % or to Appian, who made them amount 
to 400, and their cities, if the greateft part of them were 
not really villages, to 1300. But how much greater a figure 
they muft have made before that time, may be guefTed by 
that notable expedition they made into Italy, in the time of 
Tarquin the elder, that is alrnoft 600 years before Chrifir, 
when Bellovefus^ having penetrated through the Alps, with 
a numerous army, did in a fhort time invade a great part of 
Italy, called from them Gallia Cifalpina *. For this and their 
iucceeding exploits againft that province,, and their cqnquefi: 
of its metropolis, we may juftly look upon it as part of the 
Celtic or Gallic territories, tho' we fhould grant it to have 
been originally peopled by feme other nation than the defen- 
dants of Go?ner. But this doth not feem to us to be the real 
cafe, for though we have already fufficiently difcountenanced 
the fable of Berofus, who brings Gomer into Italy fo foon af- 
ter the flood ; yet it is much more likely, that his defendants 
were the firft that peopled it with the reft of Euripe* it being 
impoifibJe fo fine a country fhould efcape them in their pro- 
greflive migration, than to fuppofc, that either Kittim the fou 
of Javan or his defendants were got thither before them. To 
make this ftill more probable, wc muft remind our readers of 
two things, namely, that the Umbrians were by many antient 
authors eftcemed the moft antient people in Italy *. And 
Pliny in the place lad quoted tells us, that when the Hetruri- 
ens entered that country, and made war againft the Umbrians' 
they deftroyed 300 of their cities; which proves, that they 
muft have been there a considerable time. Our next obfer- 
vationis, that the Umbrians arc affirmed by other antient his- 
torians to have been the defendants of the Gauls ot Celtes f. 
And if it be fo, it will be more reafonable to believe, tfiat 
thefe Gauls or Umbrians had already paffed the Alps and fet- 
tled themfelves in Italy, Ions before Saturn's time, fince wc 
find that he made no fcrnplc to L r o and take refuge amongft 
them, and was courteoufly received by them, than to ima- 
gine, that the country was inhabited by the fons of *favan % 

dAttKAL. 1 3. e Bell. Jud. 1.2 c. 1 5. t Vid. Re YNKCC. 
ap. \\ a w ley hi^. lib. ii. c. 24. Sect. 1, 2. *Fi>orus lib. i. 
c, 17. Pi. in. 1 Yi't. c. 14. Dion ys. Ha mc, 1. i. c. 8. com. S/.rv- 

in Virgil. f So 1. in. c:< Bocuo. 1:idok. k ah ap« Pezron. 0. 

ir.. 
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or, as others pretend, that the Arcadians* their fuppofed de- 
fcendants, could come thither fo early by fea * they who are 
only famous for their paftoral life, and confequently fo unac- 
quainted with navigation (C). If ever therefore either of 
thefe did pofTefs themfelves of Italy* as fome have conje&ured 
from uncertain etymologies and fome intricate teftimonies 
from antient authors, it is more reafonable to fuppofe it to 
have been of later date, and that they drove the greateft part of 
the Celtes out of it over the Alps ; and this may be the rea- 
fon of their making fo many brave attempts to recover it out ■ 
of their hands. 

Plutarch, indeed fpeaking of the Gallic or Celtic nation, 
tells us, that'fome of them palling over the Riphean mountains, 
went and dwelt towards the northern fea, the extreme or the 
northern part of Europe* whilft others remained in thefouth 
parts, between the Pyrenees and the Alps *. Where he adds, 
that having tafted of the wine that came out of Italy* they 
marched over the Alps* under the conduct of a malecontent, 
named Arron* and conquered thofe territories which had been 
till then held by the Tufcans. But the name of Celtiberia* by 
which Spain was antiently known, and that of the Celtic pro- 
montory, nQW. Cape Fenejlre or Finijier* the utmoft verge of 
Spain weft ward on the one hand, and of Gallia Togata or 
Cifalpina on the other, including near one third part of Italy k 
weftward, fhews nothing lefs than their having confined them- 

g In vit. Camill. h Vid. Ptolem. ubi. fup. Mela, lib; 
in. 1, 2, Cluver. & ah 

(C) We need not obferve further to our readers, how fond he 
Arcadians were of vaunting their antiquity above all other nations 
and how much they valued themfelves for their affumed name of 
Aborigines every where. Whether the Celtes did take that of Tytans 
or Tt/ravi; one fignification of which is almoft of the fame import 
with that of Aborigines or Terrigenar, out of the fame orientation, 
we would not venture to affirm after Pezron, feeing it is capable 
of another fignification, as we (hewed in a former note. We 
may fay in general, that the etymons of the various names of Italy 
are manifeftly forced ; as Latium from lotto, to be hid, becaufe Sa- 
turn flickered himfelf there, and Italy from the Greek JEolia or the 
Arcadian Elatus (7). Upon the whole then, thofe who will not 
allow it to have been peopled at fir ft by the Umhrians above menti- 
oned, and thefe to have been a colony of the Celtes or Gomerians, 
muftbe contented to remain in the dark about it. 

(7J Reynecc* nb- fup* Camden, IIijUh. £s a al. 

felves 
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felves within the limits of thofe two ridges of mountains (D). 
It is likely, that our author either knew nothing of thefe Cel- 
tic names, or if he did, that he thought the Celtes had been 
only the invaders of thofe two provinces, rather than the £rft 
inhabitants of them, the contrary of which, we hope, we 
have fhewn by this time to be at leafr. the more probable of 
the two. 

Upon the whole then, the anticnt territories of the Celtes 
extended themfelves eaft and weft, from the head fpring of 
Ijler or Danube, which divided them from the European Sar- 
mat la (E), quite crofs Europe unto Cape Finljier and the 
freights of Hercules now Gibraltar ', and contained the follow- 
ing provinces, namely Iberia, now Spain and Portugal 
Gallia i or Celto-galatia, now France, with the Lotv-countries \ 
Germany as far as the Danube eaft ward, and Denmark north- 
ward ' y Rhetia, Vindelicia, and Nor i cum, fince Swijferland, 
Savoy, and Lombard)', and the Gallia Cifalpina or Togata, 
containing that part of Italy, now Piedmont, the dutchics of 
Milan, Parma, Mantua, &c. and the republics of Venice and 
Genoa, befides the lb u them and northern iflands of Europe* 
which we have lately had occafion to mention. 

These extcnfive territories had, however, been very 
much curtailed long before Julius Cxfar's time, having been 
reduced within the boundaries of the Alps and Pyrencan moun- 
tains from eaft to welt ; by the Mediterranean on the fouth ; 
and by the Rhine and Briti/b ocean on the north and noth- 
eaft. In Cafar's time we find it ltill leffened by all that tract 
which lies between Geneva and the Alps, which had been 

1 Vid. Polyb. lib. iii. 

(D) We could further confirm this by multitudes of names of ci- 
ties, towns, rivers, mountains, capes, promontories, CSV. both in 
Spain and Italy, which are to be met with in all the antient geogra- 
phers, and many of them even extant to this day, all which, be- 
ing plainly of Celtic origin, do Ihew them to have been given to 
them by that nation ; but we fhall refer our readers for them to the 
authors quoted in the margin (8). 

(E) Herodotus fays much the fame thing, though in other words, 
when he tells us (9 , that the IJJer hath its fpring in the land of the 
Celtes, and traverfing the European regions enters obliquely into 
the borders of Scytbia. 

(8) Dj bis *»;./. V/ott. JrcbtcoL Lluld. lexic. Cambrobrit Hick, lexic. 
Brecmv. de or rig. ling. Hackew. orig, r.nt. feptcnt. Len.uis\biji . Mag. 
Brit. Pezion. ubi /up, & aL mult. (9) Comm. lib. it. c. 4. cif 

fa- 

fomctimc 
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fometime before added to the Roman empire, over *nd above 
the Gallia Cifalpina lately mentioned, which they had invaded in 
Tarqutnius Prifcus's time, and advanced aim oft as far as the 
middle of Italy. This Gallia , thus curtailed, was called Coma- 

la. Cafar divided it into three mtioti5,name\y 9 Belga?,AquitanSy 
and Celtes or Gauls k (F). But by this time a great part of 
the Celtic territories had been difmembered from it j as Spain, 
which had parted from the Carthaginians to the Romans ; the 
Gallia Narbonenfis , which was become a province of the Ro- 
man empire 1, and included all the fouthern provinces of Gal- 
lia along the Mediterranean from the Pyrenees to the Alps : 
this laft contained at leaft Gajcony, Languedoc, Provence, and 
Dauphine. Neverthekli, thefe three divifions were far from 
being all that the Celtes had left in Europe, though Cafar had 
made the moft of them in his account of that war (Gj. O- 

thcr 

k Bell. Gall. lib. i. c. 1. 1 Bell. Gall. lib. iii. c. 20. 

% 

(F) Probably from the inhabitants wearing their hair long, con- 
trary to the cuftom of the Romans. Thus we find alfo the Gallia 
Citerior called Togata from the long robes, and the Ulterior or Tran- 
/alpine Bracbata from the breeches which were worn by its inhabi- 
tants. 

(G) By which diftinttion it is plain, that he fpeaks only of the 
Gallia which he conquered, and not of the whole territories of the 
Celtic ot Gallic nation, which Itill fpread themfelves vaftly farther, 
at leaft towards the north ; and therefore, when he comes to ex- 
plain himfelf, and to give the particular names of each people be- 
longing to each of chofe three nations, it appears, that he goes no 
farther than his own conqueih (10): fo that it fhouldfeem as if he 
had affe&cd to compliment himfelf with the fubduing of a nume^ 
rous and powerful nation, of which the Celtes, fo famous both in Eu- 
rope and in Afia, were but the third part. 

It was probably out of the fame oftentation, that he ranks, for 
inftance, 15 people under the name of Belga ; namely the Bella - 
waciy or thofe who belonged to the city or diltrift of Beauvais ; the 
Sue/Jones thofe of Soiffbns ; Nervii now Cambraifians ; Jltrebatcs or 
Artois ; Amhiani or Amiens ; Morini whofe capital was Terouana ; 
Menapiiy or the Gant sites, Antvcrpians, and Brabantines ; Caletes or 
thofe of the diftridt of Caulx ; Velocaffcs, now Vexinois ; Vcroman* 
duiy or Vere(handois y now St. £>uintin ; Aduatici, now not known , 
and variouily gueffcd at ; the Condi uji, Eburones, Crreji, andP^- 
mani, concerning which we are alio much in the dark. Now it ic 

(10) Vid. Godvin, annot. in C&f. Comm. ibid. 

Vol. V. H h plain, 
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ther divifions of Galiin, which were made by Avgujlus and 
other Roman emperors (H), after the conqueft of it, will be 
belt feen in the Roman hiftory. 

Seas 

plain, that all this pompous li't did take up little more than the 

north part of France and the Netherlands. 

The lame may be laid of another third, w's, Jquitain, among 
which he reckons twelve diitinft people, making up in ail the Gallia 
Arwiea, fo named from the Celtic word Armor, which fignifies 
thole countries which are upon the fea coaft ; this province was af- 
le. wards cal : ed by the Romans Aquitain from its mineral waters ( 1 1 \ 
And rhi c contained at moil the weftern provinces of France from the 
river Uteris, now Loire*, to the Pyrenees, according to his own ac- 
count of it in another place (12). 

As to the Celt sir % to whom Cat far tells us the Romans gave the 
name of Gauls, their country extended only north and fouth from 
t\\d Ligeris or Lci/e to the Sequana or *, and eafr. and welt at 
mo : l from Burgundy to Low B/itanny, including the Gallia Lugdu- 
neujls, paitof which Ia.it was already under the Romans. But how 
(hort did al! thefe three come of the Celtic territories, when fome 
authors tell 115, that they extended from the Pyrenees and Alps quite 
to the Scythians (13) ? When another tells us, that all the inhabi- 
tants on each fide or the Rhine were ftill called Celtes [i.y) ? fo that 
all that were on the other fide of that river were out of the boun- 
daries of the Gallia Belgica, and much more fo out of thofeof the 
ether three. Whether or no this Gallia Celiica was fo called, and 
its inhabitants Celtes, in Cafar s time, by way of excellence above 
there!!, as the province of Holland is commonly taken for all the 
feven, and whether or no the other Celtes were unknown to that 
conqueror, we will not pretend to determine. Only it is plain, 
that the three Gallic provinces which he fubdued, one of which 
oniy he diftinguifh.es by the Celtic name, were but about one half 
of the whole nation even in his time. 

(H) This may perhaps be thought a proper place to have fpoketi 
of the ifles of Great Britain, both as they were firli: inhabited, and 
are ftill in fome parts, by the Celtes or Gomerians ; which lall name 
as well as the antient language of that nation, is llill preferved a- 
mongit them, especially in the north part of IVale*. But as they 
make fo great a figure in antient hilrory, from their being firlfc 
planted by fome co'onies of that nation, their hiilorv will be better 
referred to another book, wherein we (hall relume that of the wef- 
tern and northern empiies according to our full plan of this work. 

(t l) Vid. Plin. 1. iv. c 17. (12) Comment, lib. i. c. t. & a* 
lib. * See page 2f> in the note. (13) Diodor. I. v. c. 9. Plu- 
tarch in <vit, Can/il. vid fcf Mel. Cluvcr. cjf al. (14J Dio. C«J)\ 

J. x:;ii'c. 
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Seas of note were the Mediterranean^ the weftern, Brit!fo> 
and northern ocean,and the£tf///V. Their principal lake in thefe 
territories is that of Geneva^ which is upwards of twenty 

miles 



However, it will not be amifs to hint fomething here concerning 
the name of Britain, which ha? been confounded by Camden and 
others with that of Gomro, as if they had bo:h belonged to the fame 
peop'e ; for it is cercai.i, that the former is only 'to be found among 
the Britain* in Trance, who call themfelves Britbained, and are as 
great ftrangers to the name Gomro, as the Gomros or IVeiJb are to 
that of Britbained or Briton. It feems therefore, that thofe anti- 
quaries have too lightly rejected the ftory of Brutus coming into 
England an J conquering the gigantic inhabitants of it, from which 
conquell that part was afterwards called Britannia or Britain, which 
Camden and his followers will have to be derived from Bri'b pa'*nt- 
.edxnd Tain region ; becaufe the Bri tains pain red their bodies, and 
were upon that account called by the Romans Picls or Painted 

It does not appear at all probable, that if the Britains, who went 
out of England into France, had been the fame with the Gom*as, or 
ancient inhabitants of Britain, they would have changed their ori- 
ginal appellative, in which all the other defendants of Gomer did 
lo pride themfelves, for the niclc-name of Britbained or Painted ; 
much lefs that they fhould have quite obliterated the former, which 
was ftill fo carefully preferved by their neighbours. But if the Tro- 
jans were themfelves a colony of the Gomerians or WeJJb, as a mo- 
dern author feems to have nearly proved (15); and thefe after the 
deftruction of their city, came under Brutus, or Trotus, as he is cal- 
led by Vitus, and by others Bitio, and from him they were called 
Britains, and invaded a confidcrablc part of this ifland ; it will at 
once account for the name,and for the great affinity there is between 
the Gomeraes or Weljh, and the Britbained ox Britijb, which lafl is 
objected by the antiquaries againft the probability of the firft. 

It is therefore not only more for the honour of this nation, but 
alfo more reafonable to ftppofe with Sir John Price (16), that thefe 
ifles were at firft peopled by the antient and warlike Gomerians, than 
by the conquered and fugitive Trojans ; for who can think, that 
they fhould have besn fo long unknown to the former as 1000 
years after the difperfion ? for fo long at leaft it was before the lat- 
ter can be fuppofed to have come from Troy hither, by which time 
the others had fpread themfelves all over Europe. And is it not al- 
fo more probable, that thefe gave it the antient name of Albion \ 
which in their language fignifies *wbite, from the whitenefs in which 
the Cliffs of Dover appeared clad from the other fide of the water, 
than that it received it from Jlbion, the brother of Borgion, the fori 
of Neptune ? 

Lews Introd. in bijl. Bri tan. c. iv. cjf lib. ii. c. 14, (16) 
IXfen's Brit. 
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miles in length and about eight in breadth, and by its navi- 
gablenefs inriches both the city of that name and all the 
countries about it. To this we may add that of Serviere 
in high Dauphine, very remarkable upon another account. 
It is a good day's journey up to the Alps, and yet has been 
found to have a communication with another much fmaller at 
eight or nine miles diftance, and is calculated to ftand near 
half a mile pbrpendicular lower than the former without being 
overflowed, or fending out more water than a very inconfi- 
derable flream, fcarce fufficient to turn a mill. Chief moun- 
tains are the Pyrenees and Alps, otherwife called Apennines 
which are of very great length, and of fuch prodigious height, 
that they are always covered with fnow of incredible hardnefs. 
The latter were fuppofed by Livy and others to have been 
called Apennine from Hannibal Pennius, but much more pro- 
bably from the old Celtic word Penn, a head, by reafon of 
the exceeding height arid whitenefs of them. So that Apennine 
may be only a contra&ion of A Pen Ghwin, white heads, as 
the word Alps may be derived from the Celtic Alp or Alb, 
white. 

The chief rivers are the IJler, which runs into Scythia, 
and empties itfelf into the Euxine or Black Sea. The Rhine 

We may add, that Berofus and thofe who have followed his 
fleps (17) have given us a lift of 20 kings of the Celtes who reigned 
in Gaul, and the greater part of them alfo over the Gomeros on this 
fide of the water, before Brutus. The reader will fee by the fol- 
lowing lift of their names how feveral cantons of Gaul might pro- 
bably receive theirs from them, as Longobards from Bardus and 
Longus, their fifth and fixth monarchs. Gallia Narbonenfis from 
Narbo ; Lugdunenfis from Lugdus ; the Belgic from Btlgius ; the 
Allobroges from Allobrox,8cc. they run as follows : 1 . Samotbes,by o- 
thers called Dis tsf Difcelta, 2. Magus 3. Sarron. 4. Druis. 5 Bar- 
dus. 6 Longus. 7. Lucus. 8. Celtes. 9. Galates. 10. Narbon. II. 
Lugdus. iz. Belgius. i^.Jaftus. 14. Allobrox. i$.OEgyptus. 16. 
Paris. 17. Olb'tus. 18. Galates II. 19. Namnes. 20. Franicus. 

It is true, this lift feems rather to be that of the princes of feve- 
ral cantons of the Celtes t than a regular fucceflion of the kings of 
the whole nation, which it is not likely was governed by one fole 
monarch. Neverthelefs as they reigned either in Gaul or Britain, 
long before this Brutus (fuppofe him to have come from Troy, as 
will be further feen when we come to that part of our hiftory) the 
moil that can be faid of him is, that he invaded and took a great 
part of the latter from the Gomeros, its original inhabitants, who 
were thereby forced to retire farther weftvvard, where they have 
continued ever fince. 

(17) Fid. Vitus Bafinft. Lift, Brit. lib. i. not. 25. & auel. fib eo 

citat. 
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which fprings from the mountains of Switzerland, and runs 
through Germany and Holland into the Britijh fea. The 
Seine, Loire, and Garonne, of which we have lately had oc- 
cafion to fpeak, a3 they divided the Gallia Celtica, Belgica^ 
and Aquitania from each other *. The Durius now Ducro y 
which defcends from the mountains of Sierra in AJluria into 
the Atlantic ocean at Oporto. The 7dgw or 72y*, which 
croffes great part of Spain and Portugal and falls into the fame 
ocean below Olyfipon or Lisbon. 7 he yf/ra j now Guadiana ; 
the Beet ts or Tartejfus now Guadalquivir ; thefe two empty 
themfelves in the gulph of CW/j. The Ztar now which 
defcends from the fame mountains of Sierra with the Durius, 
but taking a contrary courfe from it, runs eaftward into the 
Mediterranean and empties itfclf into the gulph of Valencia. 
The Rhodanus or Rhofne, which hath its fpring from the 
mountains of Switzerland but defcends a contrary way, and 
croffing the lake of Geneva, runs through the fouth part of 
France and empties itfclf into the Mediterranean about Mar- 
feilles - y the Padus or Po , and Adejis now Adigc, which def- 
cend, the former from Piedmont and the latter from Switzer- 
land, and fall at a fmall diftance from each other into the gulph 
of Venice. Thofe of Italy and of the European Iflands will 
be feen in another chapter. 

We fhall only add, that the greateft part of the names of 
thefe and of other fmaller rivers are certainly of Celtic extrac- 
tion, and agreeable to their properties. T hus Garumna from 
Gariv, rough, exprefles its great rapidity. Rhodanus, from 
Rhedog, to run fwiftly, implies its fwift courfe. Arar now 
Saon is fo called from its flownefs, its defcent into the Rhofne 
being fcarce perceptible. Durius or Duero from Dcur, wa- 
ter or river, whence the names of a great many cities and 
towns fituate near the water- fide ended in Dttro and Durum. 
Thus likewife the names of countries and diftri&s which end 



111 Vid. Camden, Brit. Lewis introduce, in hid. Britan. Pez- 
ron. antiq. lib. iii. fub. voc. tan. & alib. 

* The authors, p. 242 in the note, fay that Aqnhain^ according 
to Gefar, lay between the Ligeris, now Loire, and the Pyrenees ; 
and that the Cellar extended only from the Ligcris to the Sequana or 
Seine ; whereas Car far tells us, in the place quoted, that A quit at % 
was bounded on the one fide by the Garumna or Garonne, and on 
the other by the Pyrenees ', and that the Cellar were divided from A- 
qnitain by the Garumna, and fiomthe Bel gar by the Sequana : This 
it was thought proper to obfervc here, as it feems from what is a- 
bove faid, that the authors intended fome other divifion than what 
they have given 113, and which it is impoflible todifcover. 

in 
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in 7V#, or Tain, and in the Latin Tania, as Aquitain y Bri<- 
tain, Lvfitania, Sec. are formed from the Celtic Tain and 
Stan, a region w , and imply the country of waters ', of the 
Britons, and Lufians, which Jaft were a 6V/r7V people, from 
whom came the Portugucfe. Wc omit a multitude of cities, 
towns, mountains, and other antient names which are pal- 
pably of the fame extra&ion, concerning which the curious 
may confjlt the authors above named. 

Natural and artificial rarities in fo fpacious a field would 
take up too much room in this hiftory, and are fo well known 
to the curious, that we think, they may be fafely omitted, 
thofe only excepted which have fome immediate relation with 
fome remarkable fadis as fhall fall in the courfe of thishiftory, 
when we come to refume it in another chapter. One thing 
only we beg leave to mention here, namely the Littus Lapi- 
deum, otherwife the Campus Lapideus, or Jlony Jhore or field, 
of above a mile in length upon the coafis of the Gallia Nar- 
bonenfu or Languedoc, where Hercules is fa id to have fought 
the giant Albion, the fon of Neptune; which* place is ftill 
called by the inhabitants Les Craux n , from the multi- 
tude and iargencft offtoncs with which it is covered ; that 
word being derived from the Celtic Craig or Crate, which 
fi g n i fi es ? ock s or /rones <* . 

n Hifl De'phinial. Lugdun. 1498. 0 Vid. Lewis introd. 

in hilt. i>;it. c. iv. 

SECT. III. 

Of the antiquity, government, lazvs, religion, cuftoms, 

La. >// vj, an.l trade of the antient Celtes, 

TITO' the Csl/es exceed all other nations in antiquity, 
their defcent being, as we have fecn, from Go filer the 
el deft fon of j\;pbet, the cldell fon of Noah, in which 
ivfpcft t.Vy (H:t.:o iIjj Egyptians, Phrygians, and even the 
S:yibians ; yet it nv.;.r be owned, that our knowledge of their 
government come? valily ihort of the two firft, whether it 
be owinn; to the want ofiecnrds, or rather to the flownefs 
and length of their migrations into Europe, where we find 
them fiift fettled into a fpacious and regular polity. A late 
antiquary a hath indeed attempted to prove, that upon the 
difperfion of Babel, Corner or his immediate defcendants did 
pre/end/ enter hiio Armenia, thence into Phrygia and Cap- 
paducia, till ut length, undo* the conduct of Aamn, and af- 

a Fekron. antiq. Na. Celt, paff &ch, 15. 

ter wards 
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terwards of his fon Uranus ^ two warlike princes, they fpread 
themfelves farther, and fent their colonies from letter Afia even 
into Spain. Cbronus or Saturn, Jupiter and Mercury or 
c £eataty were their three next fucceffors \ and it was this laft, 
according to ourauthcr, who fettled the Gomerians then cal- 
led Titans in Europe into a regular government,ahd gave them 
laws ; and there they changed their name into that of Celtes 
and Gauls. According to this fy item then this Gomerian po- 
lity muft have begun about the time of Terah, Abraham's fa- 
ther, or even of Nahcr, if Maneus be admitted to have been, 
as fomc hiftcrians think, the father of Acmon \ tho' Saturn 
was the firft who took the title of king. 

All this our author biings proof for from antient authors, 
which would carry us too far to repeat; wc fhall find a pro-, 
per place for the hiftory of thole princes, fince deified by a 
great part of the world ; for ihe prefent we fhull only obferve, 
that nothing is more likely, than that their government was Iheirgo* 
originally monarchical as well as that of other nations, fince vernment. 
we rind it in the fame form even in Cafor's time, when they 
had fpread themfelves all over Europe. Only by that time 
they had fo far altered the form of their government, if we 
may believe that hiftorian, that iniTead of one monarch they 
were divided into fcveral petty kingdoms, and did not yield 
the abfolute command to any one, except when their terri- 
tories were threatened with invalion from a common enemy K 
This is further confirmed in part by another hiftorian c ; who 
tells us, that the Cimmerians or northern Gomerians, being 
invaded by the Scythians their neighbours, called a council of 
their kings and people, whole dif tgreement about defending 
or abandoning their country occafioned the lols of it, as well 
as the lives of thofe who reiblved upon oppofing the invaders. 
It is indeed hard to conceive, how lo warlike a nation, ex- 
tended over fuch large t rafts of ground, ami in fiich a diffe- 
rence of climates, fhould continue long under one head, with- 
out fplitting itfelf into fcveral kingdoms; fo that it is rather a 
wonder to find, that they preferred fo much of their antient 
affinity and government in Cafar's time, as to unite them- 
felves under one head in cafes of common danger. 

What their laws were, whether reduced into a body, or 
depending upon the will of their fovcreign, we cannot find. 
Wc are indeed told by the antiquary above-mentioned, that 
Mercury did polifh and give them laws ; and by others a , that 
Samoihes, othcrwifc called Dis and Difcclta, a man of fingu- 

b Comment. 1. 6. & al. Hbrodot. 1. iv. < Pezron. ubi 
ftpra. * Vid. Lew is hill. Brit. cap. 2. & auft. ab eo cicat. 

lar 
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lar learning and wifdom, and the firft founder of the Celtic 
monarchy, gave them a body of laws and difcipline, which 
he wrote in the Hebrew tongue, but in the Phoenician charact- 
er ; and that the Greeks did borrow the latter from the Celtes 
when they re-entered Jjia. The niilrake of thefe authors in 
affirming, that he wrote in Hebrevj> and retained that tongue 
above all other nations, the descendants of Heber excepted, 
may be eafily accounted for from the great affinity there is be- 
tween the Celtic and it, of which we fhall have further oc- 
cafion to fpeak 3 and as to his ufmg the Phoenician chara&er, 
there is nothing extraordinary in it, fince it was the moft uni- 
verfal at that time, and is now allowed to have been the fame 
with the Samaritan or antient Hebrew. The reader may fee 
what has been heretofore faid upon that fubjedt f . It is ad- 
ded, that he was therefore called the Saturn of the Celtes^ and 
that their learned men, fuch as their divines and philofophers, 
were called from him Samotheu But if ever he wrote fuch a 
body of laws, it is certain we have nothing left of them, nei- 
ther can we find any footftepsof either his or any other's in 
any author, but what are too recent to be mentioned here. 
However, as they very much deviated from the fimplicity of 
their brethern the Scythians in their manner of life, they can 
no more be fuppofed to have been without fome for the pre- 
fervation of property, than their warlike genius could be 
without martial difcipline. 

Th e Curetes, of whom we fhall fpeak by and by, were 
the interpreters of their laws, judged all caufes whether crimi- 
nal or civil, and their fentence was reckoned fo facred, that 
whoever refufed to abide by it was by. them excluded from 
affifting at their facred rites ; after which no man dared con- 
vcrfc with him, fo that this punifhment was reckoned the moft 
ievere of all, even more than dead) itfelf. 
Relhion. Their religion was very like that of the Scythians. They 

worfhipped the fame gods, is Jupiter under the name of Ta- 
ran 7 which in the Celtic fignines thunder. Mercury, whom 
feme authors call Hens or Hejus y probably from the Ciltic 
llnad which fignifics a dog> and might be the Anubis latrans 
of 'the Egyptians. But Mars was held in the greateft veneration 
by the warlike, and Mercury by the trading part, as we fhall 
fhew in its proper place. It will not, however, be eafy to 
uvonulc the greateft part of thefe Celtic deities with what 
Pv.v an lays of them with great probability, that they were ori- 
ginally kings of that nation, as we fhall (hew in the fcquel. 

f See before, Vol. II. p. 320. & Vol. HI. p. 405, &feq. 
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All that need be faid at prefent on that head is, that the Oti- 
tis after having dwindled into idolatry, like other nations, did 
like them deify their kings and heroes after their deaths. Thus 
we find the Cretans at once worfhipping of Jupiter y and (hewing 
hit fepulchre at the city of Gnojfus ; for which reafon, whilft 
Callimachus calls them lyars, for forging a tomb for that god, 
others, efpecially the chriftian fathers, juftly blamed their 
folly for adoring him a3 a deity, whom they acknowledged 
to be interred among them. How thefe gods, or at leaft their 
names, came to be adopted by other nations, will be fhewn, 
when we come to fpeak of the fabulous and heroic times ; and 
it would be labour loft to inquire what gods or religion the 
Celtes had before they deified their kings \ but fince that time 
we find them very much addidted to all kinds of fuperftition, 
divination, aftrology, magic, and other kinda of witcheries. 
The care of religion was immediately under their Curetes ^ 
fince known by the name of Druids and Bards (A). Thefe 

were, 

(A) The Curetes were among the Titanic Csltes what the Druids 
were afterwards among the Gauls, and were had in the fame reve- 
rence and efteem; infomuch, that the education of Jupiter was com- 
mitted to them, and Ores one of his fons was of their fociety. It 
is not eafy to trace their original ; and Strabo, exadt and learned 
as he was, doth not fecm to be fatisfied with all he has faid about 
them (in Their name of Curetes feems derived from the Celtic 
word Curo, to ft r ike or beat one thing againft another, whence the 

Greek *pa'&> by the tranfpofuion of a letter, which fignifies the fame. 
And this feems to have been given them on account of their linking 
their fhields with their javelins, which an antient author tells us 
they did (2), when they kept young Jupiter concealed in a cave, 
that his jealous father might not hear his cries. But whether they 
went heretofore to the wars, and encouraged the combatants with 
this their noife and dances, or were exempt from that duty like the 
Druids, as fome pretend (3\ we will not determine. If the Druids 
were exempt from that duty, they muft have been different from 
the Bards, who, though in all other refpefts of the fame order 
with them, yet were obliged to go and encourage the people to 
war with their poetic and mufical compofitions. Upon this ac- 
count it is, that thefe Bards are affirmed by Oefar (4) to have been 
the inventers of mufic and poetry, or rather to have received it 
from their king Bardus, whom Bero/us affirms to have reigned over 
the Gauls and Britains, or Cymbri ( 5), from whom they were call- 
ed Bards. 

CO Geogr. lib. x. (2) Apollod. BibL lib. i. c. I. ap. Pezrotu 
(3) de BelL GalL*vid. & Leivii hift. Brit, c. V. Pezrori c. xiii. Hey- 
lin & aJ. (4.) Bell. Gall. L vi. Nat. hift. <uid. 

Camden, Lezvis, Pezron. 

Vol. V. I i Tht 
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were, as Cafar tells us % the performers of facrifices and all 
religious rites, and expounders of religion to the people. 
teaming. They alfo inftru£ted youth in all kinds of learning, fuch as 

philofophy, aftronomy, aflxology, the immortality and franf- 
migration of the foul from one body into another, which 
was both an incitement to virtue and an antidote againft the 
fear of death. Thefe they taught their difciples by word of 
mouth, efteeming them too facred to be committed to wri- 
ting. 

Other more common fubje<9s, fuch as their hymns to 
their gods, the exploits of their princes and generals, and 
their exhortations to the people in time of war, and efpecially 
before a battle, all thefe were written in elegant verfe, and 
recited, or rather fung, by them upon all proper occalions. 
DiodoruS) fpeaking of the Celtes, tells us further,, that thefe 
poets ufed to accompany their fongs with inftrumental mufic, 
fuch as that of organs, harps, and the like ; and that they 
were had in fuch veneration, that if an army was engaged 
in battle, when one of thefe poets or Bards appeared, both fides 
immediately ceafed fighting, fo that their fury gave way to 
wifdorn, and Mars to the mufes. But the true reafon was, 
that they were universally believed to be prophets -as well as 
poets, fo that it was thought dangerous, as well as injurious, 
to difobey what they fuppofed came from their gods. 

These prophetic philofophers kept academies, which were 
reforted unto by a great number, not only of their own youth 
but even of other countries, infomuch, that Ariftotle fays, 
that their philofophy pafTed from thence into Greece^ and not 
from Greece thither Other authors add many things in 
praife of their virtue and morality *. But a Roman hiftorian * 

'DeBelloGal. lib. vi. c. 12. f Ap. La but. de vit. Philof. 
c. i. g See Vitus Basinstoc, Camden, Lewis, & ah 
* Sueton. in vit. Claudii. 

The Druids* fome think, were fo called from Berofus's Druys % 
the 4th king of the Ce/tes 9 a man of uncommon learning for thofe 
days (6) j but we think with Camden, that Clinfs is far more pro- 
bable, who thinks, that they were fo called from the Celtic and 
Greek word Dros or Drofs 9 an oak (7*), which tree was held fo (acred 
by the Cehes as well as Scythians, that they performed moft of their 
religious rites near fome large oaks, if not in oaky groves, and 
offered no facrifice without fome leaves of that tree. As we (hall 
ihew mere fully in their hiftory. 

(6) Fid. Casus a>tt. Can'ab. Peri on % Eafinflok. {7) Vtd> Caf. ubi 
/up. ex Bi rof. £3* Cafar. Com. 

makes 
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makes no fcruple to call their religion an impious one, and as fuch 
to have been forbidden by Augujlus and abolifhed by Claudius. Cruel Cufl- 
Lucan is no lcfs fevere againft them ; and this might indeed be oms. 
partly attributed to the hatred which the Romans bore to them 
yet it muft be owned, that they had fome barbarous cuftoms, 
liich as facrificing human victims to their gods, as more accep- 
table to them than thofe of any other animals 1 . And Diodo- 
rus tells us of another inhuman cuftom they ufed in their divi- 
nations, efpecially in great matters, which was done by kil- 
ling a man with a fcymitar, to draw their augury from the 
running of his blood from his mangled limbs. 

But though they refembled the Scythians in Tome of their 
barbarous cuftoms and warlike temper, yet they were far 
enough from imitating them in their paftoral life. They built 
large cities where-erer they came, they fortified and adorned 
them with fpacious walls, towers, and fumptuous edifices. 
They were upbraided by the Romans with following the oldeft 
law in the world, which ever leaves to the ftronger what the 
weaker cannot defend k . And indeed fo greedy were they of 
conqueft and plunder, as well as of keeping what they had 
gained, that they ever fought with fetch ftrength and fury, 
that nothing could withftand them. And fo fuuden and violent 
were their onfets, that, like fire and ftorm, they drove all 
before them. They feldom gave quarter to their enemies, 
which made them be Joolced upon as a cruel people l . As for 
the prifoners they took in war, they fold them to their great 
men, who made flaves of them, and appointed the moft 
fightlyof them for their retinue. Inftead of the (kins of 
their enemies worn as ornaments by the more favage Scythi- 
ans<> thefe chofe to adorn themfelves with their fpoil. They 
wore gold rings, and bracelets, and chains about their necks; 
and were very neat in their drefs, as we have had occafion to 
hint a little higher. 

We have alfo obferved, that they were expert horfemen, Warlikf 
fo that, confidering their martial genius and difcipline, their difciplin:. 
cavalry feldom failed of doing execution. They were no 
lefs famed for their armed chariots and their dexterity in ma- 
naging them. In other refpe£is we do not find, that they 
had any thing but what was common to almoft all other na- 
tions, and fo fliall not dwell longer upon them. Their other 
arms were bows and arrows, darts, javelins, and fcymitars, 
daggers, and bayonets ; they had likewife lhields and head- 

1 Mela. lib. iii. c. 2. * Vid. Plut a rch . in vit. Camil. 'Id, 
in vit. Mar. Vid. & Strab. Tacit. D10. Herodian, Mela, 
k al. 
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pieces, and as they were divided into petty kingdoms or 
tribes, they divided their armies in the fame manner in time 
of war, that the valour and merit of every tribe might be the 
better known, and that every man might be thereby fpurred 
to advance the honour of that to which he belonged. As a 
further encouragement to their bravery, it was the bufinefe 
of their poets to record the a&ions of thofe that fignalized 
themfelves in fongs and ftories, which were afterwards fung 
at their games and other folemnities, as well as when they 
went to engage an enemy ; and this had fuch an effeft upon 
them, that they chofe to die with their weapons in their 
hand , rather than to be made prifoners. It was alfo their 
cuftom before a battle to obferve the moon, and, if poffible, 
to avoid fighting till after the full of it. And this was not fo 
much with a view of having a longer time for execution, as 
from a fuperftitious belief, that it would prove more fortu- 
nate j in this they were afterwards imitated by the Lacede- 
monians. They ufed alfo, like other nations, to confult their 
priefts or augurs upon all emergencies, but efpecially before 
an engagement, and if the augury proved good, thefe priefts 
ufed to inarch before them with fongs, and dances, and mu- 
fical inftruments, till the onfet was begun; but if their au- 
gury proved otherwife, they gave fuch heed to it, that no- 
thing but abfolute neceffity could prevail on them to fight. 
1 heir martial laws ufed likewife to be written in verfe, and 
fet to fome warlike tunes, which they were obliged to learn 
by heart, and to fing upon proper occafions, fo that their 
very youth were verfed in them, and knew the theory of 
military difcipline, long before they were of age to bear 
arms. They feem, in a word, to have omitted nothing that 
could infpirc them with a defire of conqueft and glory, and 
cherifh the warlike temper for which they have been fo famed 
in hiftory. How much their valour was dreaded, both by 
the Romans and other European nations, will be feen in an- 
other chapter, and we (hall fliew in the fequel of this, that 
they fignalized themfelves no lefs in Afia y both before and 
fince their migration into Europe. 

Their language, which we have already had occafion to 
fpeak of, was the old Celtic or Gomerian, preferved ftill by 
the JVeljh. This has been fo fully proved by numbcrlefs an- 
tiquarians, that we fiiall content ourfclves with referring our 
readers to them, without entering into fo fpacious and in- 
tricate a field » w . Thofe who are acquainted with it muft 

m Dc his vid. Camd, Brit. Jo a ch. Periow. orig. ling. Celt. 
Brierw, inquir in orig. ling Eluyd. Davibs & Robert 
Gram. Wooton, Hick, lexic, Lewis & Pbzrok. ubi fup. &al. 
mult. readily 
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readily own, that no tongue, either ancient or modern, car- 
ries greater marks of arltiquity than this Gomroeg ; and that, 
though it miift be fuppofed to have been very much blended 
with the Greeks Latin, and German in procefs of time, yet 
it retains ftill fo much of the admirable fimplicity of the He- 
brew grammar and conftrudtion (B), that one would be apt 
to conclude them only diale&s of the fame tongue, from 
which the other languages above named, and even the Ara- 
bic, fcem to have emanated (C). The only wonder in all this 

would 

(B) With refpeft to the Hebrew, we refer our readers to what 
has been faid of it in the hiftory of the Jews *, and it would be 
endlefs to enumerate in how many inftances the Gomroeg, now the 
Weljh, doth imitate it. We-fiiall, however, give our reader fome 
few inftances of it by way of fpecimen, and refer him for further 
particulars to the authors quoted above. 

1 . The Gemroeg is fo near akin to the Hebrew, that an anti- 
quary (8), who was mailer of both, has given the learned world a 
fpecimen of a confiderable munher of phrafes out of the Old Tefta- 
ment, Which are fo alike in both, that they feem to have been 
originally the fame, and their difference to be only owing to dif- 
tance of time and place., and other fuch like caufes, by which a 
language is naturally altered. 2. It diftinguifhes the cafes like the 
Hebrew, not by different terminations as the Greek and Latin, but 
by prepofite articles. 3. It often changes the radical or primi- 
tive letter of a word according to the prepolition, adverb, pro- 
noun, or artitle it is affixed to, giving it fometimes a harder, 
fomeiimes a fofter found, more for the fake of melody than gram- 
mar. 4. It hath its afpirations and gutturals, which arc more or 
lefs denfe like thofe of the Hebrew, Arabic, Cbaldaic y &c. 5. In 
verbs it retains the root in the third perfon fingular, as Car, he 
loves ; Cart, thou loveft ; Cara, I love ; Carwn, we love ; Carucb, 
ye love ; Carant, they love. 

With refpeft to its genius, it is ftrong, mafculine, very poetical, 
and figurative, and though, perhaps more through corruption than 
primitive orthography, it feems harlh in the pronunciation by rea- 
fon of its vaft number of confonants, yet when put into verfe, and 
fpoken with its genuine pronunciation, it is, like the Hebrew, ve- 
ry foft, melodious, and mufical. 

(C) This is indeed, what a learned antiquary has endeavoured 
to prove from a great number of etymologies, and confirmed alfo 
by hiftorical fafts (9). But we dare not be fo fanguine as he in 
fo delicate a point, left we fliould be thought to write rather the 
panegyric than the hiftory of that anticnt nation and tongue. 

* See before Vol III./. 401. & feq. (%) Ch. Edward's fpeci- 

tnen printed An. 1675. & thy d Gram. &f al. (9 J Pte- 

rin Ant. ling. Celt paf.tf p. 3. 

Here, 
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would be, that the Gomerians fhould be the only people that 
have preferved their own in fuch purity, whilft the Jews^ 
and all other nations, have differed theirs to be corrupted and 
blended with thofe of their neighbours, and efpecially of their 
conquerors. , But may not this be owing to the former's hav- 
ing ftill preserved themfelves from foreign conquefts and 
bondage, choofing rather to leave their fertile abodes and re^ 
tire into countries ftronger by nature and lefs tempting to a 
conqueror, than to fubmit to their yoke ? And as this at 
once infpired them with an over-weening value of themfelves 
and natural hatred to other nations, might not this be an 
effectual means of prcferving them from differing their ori- 
ginal tongue to be corrupted by thofe of their neighbours ? 
It were labour loft to endeavour to find out what their 
Putty, antient poetry was, in which their Currtes and Druids re- 
corded all the exploits of their heroes ; and our only reafon 
for mentioning it here is to obferve, that as thefe poets were 
their only hiftorians, and their tongue abounded, like the 
Hebrew and other eaftern ones, with bold allegories and fi- 
gures, as we obferved in the laft note, this might proba- 
bly enough adminifter matter fufficient for that variety of 
wonderful events, with which the fabulous and heroic times 
have been iince fluffed, as we fhall have further occafion to 
fhew when we come to fpeak upon that head. As to their 
niufic, of which we have already hinted fomething under a 
former head, they are fuppofed to have brought it from 
Crete, where, having found an iron mine on mount Ida, 
they began to forge themfelves tools, then arms, and ftiields, 
and armour; hence fprang not only the trades of fmiths and 
annrurers, but even the firft notions of mufic are faid to 
have been taken from the found of their hammers, the clat- 
tering of their armour, and the beating of their fhields, efpe- 

Here, however, the reader may find the mofl rational account 
for that furprifing affinity which the learned have found between 
the Celtic 9 Greek* Latin, Arabic % Per/San, High-Dutch, and fome 
other European and yffiatic la guages, which had never till then 
been tolerably accounted for by any other author, nor indeed 
could be, without having recourfe to antient hiftory ; in which it 
fcems at leait highly probable , that all thefe were tribes or colo- 
nies of the Gomerians* and afed the fame language, till in procefc 
of time, being parted from their brethren and intermixed with 
Scythians and other nations, it fplit itfelf into that variety of dia- 
lects in which we find it, without lofing the greateft part of their 
primitive words, which are ftill the fame in them ; as may bp 
feen by the vocabulary at the end of our author's worlc^and by 
the hi (lory itfelf. 

dally 
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daily when the Curetes were nurfing up young Jupiter , of 
which we have fpoken already m . How far they improved 
thefe, and what other arts they cultivated, muft be only 
guefled at from their manner of life ; for fince their warlike 
difpofition did neither hinder them from building cities and 
magnificent edifices, nor from affc&ing fome grandeur in 
their equipages, drefs, and houfhold furniture, we may rea- 
fonably fuppofe, all thofe arts and manufactures that tended 
to it to have been likewife encouraged amongft them. To thefe 
we may add agriculture knd feeding of numerous herds, 
which they committed to the care of their flaves and inferior 
fort of people. Whatever luxury they might be guilty of 
with refpedt to drefs and equipage, we do not find that 
they ufed any in their food. Pulfe of all forts was their com- 
mon diet, efpccially that which the Greeks called Elimos, 
which we take to be the fame with Lim, which in the Cel- 
tic fignifies millety and is a very nourifhing grain. Milk 
./as alfo a confiderable part of their diet; and as to flefh, 
they eat very fparingly of it, if we except that of fwine, cal- 
led in the Celtic Souckb, whence perhaps the Greek Zvx.cc. or 
2*x*, and the word Sick, ufed by the country people in feve- 
ral parts of Europe to call their hogs. 

Concerning their antient traffick we have not much Trajfick. 

to fay ; only when Mercury the fon of Jupiter had obtained 
the empire of the weft, that is of Europe^ as we fhall fee in 
its proper place, he is faid to have polifhed them very much, 
both by his laws and learning, and by the great improve- 
ments he made in trade and commerce (D), of which, af- 
ter he was deified, he was worshipped as the patron and pro- 
testor, and had every where ftatues reared to his honour, as 
Cajar himfelf a flu res us +. Thus from a wandering, con- 
quering, ravaging, and barbarous people, like the Scythians 
their younger brethren, he fo poliflied them by degrees, as to 
vie in moft refpe&s with all other nations in learning and 
politenefs, as will further appear by what we have to fay of 
that deity under the next fe&ion. 

0 See Nbwton's Chronol. p. 14. f Comment. !. vi. ch. xvi. 

(D) Hence the name of Mercury feems to have been given him 
from the Celtic Merc, mercba?tdife,Viv\& Ur t a man; as if he hod 
been called by way of excellence, the man, tnajler, or founder of 
mercbandijittg. That of Teutat, which he is luppofed ro have taken 



at his going or returning from Egypt, fcems likewife to be of Cel- 
tic extraction, Teut Tat, fignifying the father of the people, fuch as ha 
was upon this and many other accounts. 



SECT. 
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Book I. 



SECT. IV. 

The chronology and hijiory of the Gomerians 

or Celtes. 

IT muft be owned, that all that has been faid concerning 
the time of their migration from Afia, as well as of their 
moft famous exp!6its in that part of the world, is built 
upon mere conjecture, not tg^ry fancy ; and that it would be 
a mad attempt to fettle iSffi$cmr a better foot. We are as 
much in the dark a&eW fnef^ ^ we are about the Scythians, 
nothing being more confufe&tKan the hiftory of thofe two na- 
tions. Sir Ifaac Newton * thinks, that-tftefe two nations had 
already fpread themfelves over lefTer Afia and Europe, long 
before the year of the flood 1220, that is, about the latter end 
of the Ifraelitijh judges. But before that time they had figna- 
lized themfelves in A/ia, under the names of Sacks and Titans, 
and had a fucceflion of Icings. The firft of which was, ac- 
cording to the author whom we choofe to follow, contempo- 
rary with, if not before, Terah, the father of Abraham, that 
is about the year of the flood 1070, according to the chrono- 
logy of this hiftory. The perfon we mean is the learned Pez- 
ron b 5 who has taken greater pains, and made more confider- 
able difcoveries, concerning the Celtic nation, than any hifto- 
rian we know of. It were indeed to be wilhed, he had built 
lefs upon conjectures ; and yet we hope our readers will find, 
that they are not without fome folid teftimonies from antiquity, 
and that his hiftory of the Celtes carries a greater fhare of pro- 
bability, than any that has been attempted concerning this 
antient and populous nation, under their various denomina- 
tions, conquefts, and fettlements. We fhall upon the clofe 
of this hiftory make fome kind of apology for preferring his 
notion, that Uranus, for inftance, and Saturn, as well as 
their predeceflbrs and fucceflbrs, were Celtic princes reigning 
in AJia, about the times of Terah and Abraham, to that of 
biOiop Cumberland, who fuppofes his Sanchoniatha § Chronus, 
or Saturn, to have been Ham the fon of Noah, and fo on ; 
becaufe it will we hope fully appear by that time, how much 
more evidence his fyftem carries from antient writers, than 
that of our learned prelate. Here the reader will find a pro- 
bable hiftory at leaft of thofe heroes, and of the Celtic and 

* Chronol. p. 10. * Ant. Nat. Ctlr. cfr viii. U feq. 
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'Titanic nations, divefted as much as poffible from the fable, 
and that there is at leaft more reafon to believe, that there re- 
ally were fuch men and nations, than to rejedt them as alto- 
gether fabulous. 

Bu r in order to open a way to their hiftory, it will be ne- 
cefiary to mention what is previous to it, with refpedt to the 
migrations and exploits of the Gomerians in the feveral parts 
of Afia 9 before their fp reading into Europe Sox though they are 
mentioned by antient geographers and hiftorians under other 
names, fuch 'asThans^Sacks^P^^iaiis^Celtes^^ndth^ like, yet 
it is plain, they were really raeSanje p*o»le and the defen- 
dants of Gomer, and that thci^B^^^B^tevn given them by 
other nations, as we have hin'&tf heretofore, whilft they not 
only preferved ftill ihty of their progenitor, hut were even 
known by it to thofe'Very authors, who mcniiuii them under 
their other names ( A) . 

Thus 

(A) This really holds true with refpeft to all except the name of 
Titans, with this difference, however, that they sometimes con- 
founded them with the Scythians, m> has been obferved more than 
once ; which was doubtlefs owing to their affinity m 1- ood, man- 
ners, language, and fuch like, as well as to their regular nrogrefs 
and fpreading to the right and left of north Jfia and Europe ; Co 
that there is no other way to diftinguifti them but by rhofe countries 
through which each of them took its way towards Eu> ope. Ac- 
cordingly we find Ptolemy, Strabo, Pliny, and others fpciki -nj of 
them in thofe refpeclive provinces of /JJia under the name jf Sackt 9 
Celtes, Celto -Scythians j Cur ties, Cornarians, Chomarians, and Cumbri- 
ans. Thus Ptolemy tells us, that the Paccar, who lived near the 
river Jaxartes, were of the Curetes and Cornarians i \ Pliny like- 
wife feems to mean the fame thing, when, fpeaking of them, he 
fays (2% beyond are the Scythians, whom thr Perfian* did in ge- 
neral call Sacks fxom their next neighbouring nation,* proxima gente 9 
&c. which nation could be no other than the Celtic became as Pto- 
lemy obferves elfewhere, the Ghomarians in Bacltiana, who were a 
more civilized fort than the Scythians, had a capital city called by 
their name Ghomar (3' , whereas the Scythians were known to live in 
the open fields at large, as we fhall fhew in the feque! 

Thus then it is plain, that bating their confounding them with the 
Scythians, they were not ignorant of their primitive name of Gome* 
rians, though they ufed in the main the other appellatives by which 
they were better known to the world, which is what we obferved 
in the firll fedlion had been done by Herodotus in his account of the 

(1) Lib. vi. c. 13. (2) Nat. hi ft. /. vi c. 17. (3J Ubi /up I. xi. 
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Thus then from P':rygia y the place of their firft fettle- 
mcnt, vvc find i hem under the name of Comarians^ fixed a- 
lono; the river Jaxarics, beyond r'le difyian Tea, quite up to 
the province of HaSlria c ; thefe Ptolemy exprefly calls Sacks y 

c Mela. lib. i. c. 2. 

Sn-tbui'.-s. ?yit 1? to the nam? of 'Titans* as it was both Jefs known 
to 'he nndcoK rind con!e'|Meiu!y wirh lefs probability applicable to 
the C./t : - n :rion, onrau:h>r has taken a different way to prove it ; 
but which we own ii not altogether ib clear as could be wifhed. 

He Juppotes, that the Comer ions* or, as they had been lince 
opprobrionfly cailed, Sacks or Robbers, exchanged that odious name 
for the moie pompous one of Titans, which, as we have (hewn, is 
of Celtic extract.' on, upon their removing farther into upper Pbry- 
gia. Here it feems they built a city which they called Acmona* 
from //<*wc7 the ion of J/aneue the founder of ic (4)- Acmon being 
by thd G/ ft?& reckoned the father of Uranus, who is thefore called 
Acmr.i'.Jzs ; our author fuppofes him to be the fame with Sancho- 
7* s Z1&.7, or awy? iv^«J, becaufe this firft is there affirmed to 
be the father of Uranus from whom he deduces his genealogy of 
the other Ceh ! e princes-. 

Thefe conjeclure-j he endeavours to corroborate with that paffage 
in J:i:ii('\ 'where the Titans are mentioned as fynonymous with the 
Giants (;) ; and from another in Ifaiah (6), which the feptuagint 
rerdcrs r'>a;r:$ o» u^:.'.t^ t7: yr t q the Giants ivho Jubdued the earth* 
which he thinks can be applied to none fo well as to the Titans or 
Celtis j but the misfortune is, that the Hebrew doth by no means 
fupport that vcrfion, any more than that verfion doth the univerfal 
rule of the Celtes over ail other nations ; fo that the molt that can 
be inferred from all this is, that as the fable of the Titans feems to 
have been founded upon fome antient fads, and that thefe fince 
deified heroes being (aid to have fignalized themfelves for 
their wonderful exploits, in thofe very regions cf which the 
Gomaiarts had mr.de themfelves matters under the name of 
Satis, fince abforbed into that of Titans, it is much more pro- 
bable, that they were princes of that nation, than that they were al- 
together fi.b dous, or that they were of any other nation than the 
Celtic ; especially conlidering, that the greatelt part of their names 
nndlurnamcs, which were it'll retained by the Greeks and Latins* 
are plainly of Celtic extraction, as we fhall fee when we come to 
their hiftory. To this nwy be added the tradition of the Cretans 
concerning ihe Titans :\nd Cuietes being contemporary in rhat ifland, 
th;i fepu'clne of Rhea, Saturn s filler and wife, being (hewn there, 
and then* boa fling, that federal of the gods were born there, all 
i\ hich have been preferved to us by Diodortts ^i cuius (7). 

Hd. Strpb. de urbib. fub, cw. sAm* Ft olem Gtsogr. lib. 
v. r. z . W Xuni'fm. Puper //>. Vez. jtt c, 8. (5] Cb. xvi. 7. 
[G /'hi. X'V Lit' v. 
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Center tans ^ and Caret es d \ his words are, the Sacctc, which 
inhabited along the Jaxartcs, were the Ccmariatis ami Cu~ 
retes. And as wc find the Succor in the more fruitful plains 
of Armenia , Cappadocia, Galhgracia^ and r.i! rhofc provinces 
which lie along the Euxinefea, we may herkc frame a kind 
of route how they fprcad themfelves through all that parr or 
Afia y till their courfe was ftopt, (nor by the Batlrians, who 
fcem rather to have been of Celtic extraction, and are accord- 
ingly called Chomarians by Ptoletny f 9 who makes C''c;.nr;r to 

have been their metropolis^ but, by the SogdiatJs, who being 

of Scythian race, had probably poffcfFjd themfdves of that 
province long before the Chcmarians reached that of B^Mria^ 
and had by that time fpread themfelves much farther north- 
wards from Armenia* either for want of room or through dif- 
cord. Some of them probably pafiedover the vaff mountains 
which lie on the fouth of the Margiana, and entered into the 
country of the Median Arii, where having fixed themfches 
by main force, and being as it were divided from, or exiled 
bv, the reft, thev were called in fcorn Parthian s+ which f\z- 
nifies in the Celtic, parted^ or divided from. This is affirmed 
by Jtijlin e , only with this difference, that he makes them of 
Scythian extraction, according to the vulgar error of the anci- 
ent Greek writers, who, as Strabo tells us f, called all the 
nations towards the north of Afta, Scythians, and Cclto-Siy- 
titians. This origin of the Parthiam is likewife confirmed 
by feveral other authors g , though it doth not appear to us, 
that the Pcrfians were defcended from them f. 

That the Sacca poflcfled themfelves of at leaft the be ft 
part of Armenia, is expiefly affirmed by Strabo who adds, 
that they called thatcountry by their name Saceaccna (B). It 
likewife appears from the fame author, t^at they pafled over 

d Geogr. lib. vi. c. 13. f Id. ibid lib. ii. e lib xli c. 
I. i Gcogr. 1. xi. s Vid. Arrian. in Parthic. ap. Phoc. 
Steph.Bvz. in voc. Parthy. Jornand. de Reb. Gctic. cap. 6. 
apud Pezron. c. iv. f Vid. fup. Vol. IV. p. 407. Sc 471. 
* lib. xi. 

(B) Or rather perhap9 Saccaftena, as we find it more properly 
jpelt by another author (8) ; from the Celtic Stan* which fignifics 
region, and is ftill p refer ved by the Perjian, as Indoflan, Chufiftan, 
Sec. which perhaps the Celtes foftened afterwards into Tan, as in 
Aqtiitan, the country of water, Brita/t, the country of the Brits ^9). 

(8) Ifidor.feu Charax. Farthen. Statbm, ap. Pezrott. c. j. (9) 

Jd. Hid. 
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the mountains, bordering upon Armenia, and penetrated into 
Cappadocia, that part efpecially which is upon the coafts of the 
Euxine lea ■ . "Hiis expedition feems to have been made un- 
der the conduct ,f Acmon*, the father of Uranus, and of his 
brother Doeas, where they gave their name ; the former to 
the capital city cailed Acmonia, in which we are alfo told was 
a grove dedicated to him after he was deified, and the latter to 
the fp^vK i.s Doean plains near the city of Themifcyra along 
the : -xT'wmodon (C). From the Euxine fea their progrefs 
toward the Pains H'&otis is very obvious ; and here we 
find their name given to the Cymbrian and Cimmerian Bof- 
pborus 9 from which they neeued but to crofs the Tanais to 
enter into their European territories. 

We muft now leave thofe colonies extending themfelves 
towards Europe, an- rettirn into Phrygia, whither Acmon is 
fuppofed either to have returned from Cappadocia ] , or, which 
is mo;e likely, where he continued after his anceftors. For 
"here we rin<l the like monuments both of him and his brother, 
namely another city called Acmona, and faid by the fame au- 
thors to have been founded by him ; likewife another grove 
dedicated to him, and fome fpacious plains called Doeantes 
from his brother Doeas ™ (Dj. From which one may rea- 

fonably 

» Strab. ubi fupra. k Apollon. Argonaut, lib. ii. Steph. 
&yz a nt. Tub voce Acmon. 1 Pezron. ch. viii. ra By- 
zant. ubi fupra. 

(C) That thefe two were brothers, our author (10) not only 
proves from the teftimony of the authors above quoted, but adds, 
that themifcyra means no more than the city of Themis. Kir in the 
Hebrew and Ker in the Celtic fignifying a city. As for Themis, whom 
the Greeks made goddefs of juftice, he fuppofes her to have been 
the grand-daughter of Acmon, and a famous magician or prophe- 
tefs ; and that Docas Acmon s brother was of the fame profeflion ; 
his name in the Celtic fignifying a d'rviner y from Ddoe> or Duoe > 
God. 

(D) If any fuch monuments were really in two different provinces 
of Afia ; the one in Phrygia, as the authors above quoted exprefly 
affi n, and the others in fome other parts, for they do not name 
Cappadocia, it will only follow, that both had been under Acmon's 
government, and there will be no neceflity to fend him into the 
one to bring him back into the other, fince his colonics could ea- 
fily atchicve the conqueft of the latter, and leave thofe monuments 
in honour of their prince. 



(10) Ibid. f Vol.V.p. 243. Not.(B). 

But 
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fonably infer, that he both reigned, and was afterwards wor- 
fiiipped here likewife 5 and confequently, that it were ab- 
furd to fuppofe him a fabulous perfon, any more than his des- 
cendants Uranus, Saturn, and the reft of the Titan princes- 
And as for the Celtes being defcended from them, we find it 
exprefly affirmed by a very antient anthor n , who was no friend 
to the Celtes or Gauls, and yet fays, that the xs%r™ were 
yom Ttrave?, the defendants or late pojlerity of the Titans. If 
it be objected, that the Druids in Cafor's time did boaft 
themfelves to be defcended from Dis or Pluto °, it will ap- 
pear, that he alfo was a Titan prince, who had the weftern 
part of the empire, that is Europe, tohisfhare, whilft fupiter 
kept the eaftern part to himfelf ; fo that both Cafar and Cal- 
limachus agree in the main point, Pluto being the great grand- 
fon of Acmon, the firft prince of note of the Gomerian or Ti- 
tanic race. 

This prince was the fon of Mon, Man^ or Maneus, his 
name Acmon, or perhaps rather Ack-man, feems to imply as 
much. He is fuppofed by our author to have lived in the days 
of Tcrah the father of Abraham, So that, including Ma- 
neus in the lift, we have a fucceliion of fix Titan princes, whofe 
government, according to him, Lifted about three hundred 
years p. Awd are as follows, 

Man or Manens Saturn 
Acmon yupiter 
Uranus Tkcutat 

n Callimach. hymn, in Delum. verf. 170. & feq. • Vid. 
Casf. Comment, lib. vi. l> Pezkon. c. 15. 

But what induces our author to the contrary opinion is, that the 
name of Sacks is from that time wholly abforbed into that of Titans ; 
from which he concludes, that that warlike prince, at his return 
into Pbrygii, exchanged that reproachful name into the more glo- 
rious one of Titans, which either fignifies fins of the fun, or of the 
earth* as w$ fhewed clfevvhere f ; whilit that of Sacks (luck only to 
thofe who went and dwelt in the more northern provinces of Afta. 
It is not eafy to /ay, when or why they aflumed the name of 27- 
tans ; but if wc fuppofe with our author that word to fignify fons of 
the earth, which anfwers to that of Aborigines At will be more reafon- 
able to fuppofe, that they began to aim at it much earlier in Phry- 
gia, becaufe it was the original fcttlcment of their progenitors GV 
mer and his defendants, whilft thofe colonies, who were forced to 
leave that province and to go and fettle by main force in other pro- 
vinces already inhabited, muft be contented to quit it for that of 
Sacks or Robbers, which the lofers gave to them. 

f See before p. 230, in the note. 
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We have already mentioned how impoffible it is to adjuft 
the chronology of thefe princes, yet has our author, at the 
latter end of his 12th chapter, found means to give fome light 
to it out of fome anticnt writers ; we /ball give what he has 
there faid in his own words. 

I have taken no fmall pains to find out what antient au- 
thors have faid on this head. I find that Jupiter began to 
reign when Jfaac had attained the one half of his age, or fome 
years after Abrahams death, and this is what m3y be made 
out from anticnt hiftorians, fuch as Evemerus, Ennius y Thai- 
lusj and fome others, who all agreed, that Jupiter reigned in 
the time of Bdus the firft king of JJjjria ; which agrees ex- 
actly with the opinion of thofe who ir^ade the verfes of the Si- 
byls, which exprefly fav, that Saturn with his brother Titan 
and Japhet began to reign with the 10th generation after the 
deluge. They were thofe whom people called the children 
of heaven and earth, becaufe they excelled all others in vir- 
tue and firengh. Now the tenth generation from the deluge ex- 
actly anfv/ers to the time of Abraham. Saturn muft therefore 

0 

begin his reign many years before Abraham had been in the land 
of Canaan. Nay, his father Ura?:us muft already have been 
very potent, both in Afia and alfo in Europe, in the time of 
Tcrab Abraham's father. All this feems plain to me upon 
examining thofe monuments of antiquity which are ftill ex- 
tant. I>ut the chronicle of Eufebius, which has been regu- 
lated from anticnt hiftorics, and cfpecially thofe which re- 
lated to the iiland cf Crete, leaves us no room to doubt of 
this matter. W c arc there informed, that about thofe times, 
Cres, one of the Curcies who took care of Jupiter's educar 
tion, reigned in Crete, and that the ifland received its name 
from him. Eufebius by the words Kara re* xp*<r, about thefe 
times, points out the years between the 50th and 60th of A- 
braham's life. Nov/ Jupiter, according to his calculation, 
muft have begun his reign about the latter end of Terah** life. 
But I have many rcafons to believe, that Eitfebius was mif- 
taken in making him of fuch old fhmding, and that this Titan 
prince ought not to be placed higher than the middle, that is 
the 0.8th year of Ifaac's life, and that he could not precede 
Mofts above 300 years. 

Thus far Pezron; according to whofe account it might 
he eafy to conjecture the times when Jupiter's prcdeceflbrs 
reigned, bv tracing fo many generations back ; efpecialiy 
becaufe we have the length of Jupiter's life recorded, as we 

fijall fee in its proper place, to have been 120 years, whictj 

if 
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if it come ffiort cf the number of his contemporary Ifaac^ may 
be attributed to his lining a quite different life from him. 

We have nothing recorded concerning Maneus^ but that Maneus; 
he is reported to have been the father of Acmon * . 

Concerning Acmon ^ if he be the fame with the Ellun Acmon. 
of Saneboiriatho, as this author makes him the father of Ura- 
nus * who was therefore called Ac?non!dcs^ or the fin of Ac?non y 
we have nothing particular; except that he had a foil named 
Epigeus Autochton* called afterwards Ouranus ; and that be- 
ing killed by a wild beafl, whom he too eagerly encountered, 
he was afterwards deified and worihipped by his defendants r 

Uranus , accord ing to the fame antient author, fucceeded Uranus.' 

^ Poly hist, ap Byz ant. fub voce Acmon. t Sa n c hon i* 
ath. lib. iii. 

(E) If his defcendants paid him thofe divine honours presently 

after his death, we have here, as Pezton obferves, one of the an- 

tienteft heathen deities in all antiquity. Eut we fee no reafon for 

departing frOm our former opinion, that the deifying of princes is 

of much later date f ; thofe groves which were confecrated to him 

in Phrygia might be no other than monuments to his memory, not 

unlike perhaps to thofe of the Scythian kings, of whom we fliall 

fpeak by-and-by, whilft the idolatrous worfhip of them was not 
introduced till many ages after. 

Thefe Titans of Sancbaniatho, whom the Greeks called dtortn or 
wanderers, fuch as the Gomtrians really were, are alfo fuppofed to 
have been of gigantic feature, like thofe we have mentioned in the 
hifiory of Canaan ; the fable indeed reckons them as fuch. The 
apocryphal book of Judith (1 1 J mentions the Titans and giants as 
fynonymous, as we hinted before ; and the feptuagint have tranfla- 
ted the words the valley of Bephaim, or giants, the valley of Titans 
(12). The Greeks, which called them r*y<*$ and Tiyad-h^ feem to 
have borrowed chat word from the Celtic Gugg, which fignifies 
proud, fierce, arrogant, fuch as we may rcafonably fuppofe their 
monftrous ftature might incline them to be, and fuch as we find 
thofe to have been, of whom mention is made in holy writ. And 
as the Titans, kings and prielts as well as people, were extremely 
given to fuperftition, divination, magic, and all fuch like vile prac- 
tices, an antient father had reafon to upbraid the heathen with pla- 
cing giants, tyrants, and magicians in the number of their kings, 
and afterwards of their gods (13;. 

•(- See before, Vol. II. p. z~j. N. (E) 6f VoL iv. p, 187 N. (W) 

& alii. (u) Chap. xxi. 7. (12) 2 6am. v. 18. (13) 
Ettfet, pr. evang I, ii, c 5. 
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his father, and married his own fifter, r* Ge, or the earth (F), 
by whom he had four fons, the eldeft of whom, called litis 
or Chronus^ afterwards Saturn, alfo fucceeded him. Sancho- 
niatho obferves, that lie had two other names, and that that 
of Ouranus was not given him till afterwards ; but tho* he 
knew not the reafon of it, yet if we attend to the Celtic ety- 
mology, Ur or Gur, a Man, and cn, heaven, it will .appear 
highly probable, that he was called Our- en, a man of heaven, 
from his being very much addicted to the fhidy of aftronomy 
and aftrology. From this the Greeks might eafily alfo call 
him Uranus or Ouranus, if not wholly derive that word from 
him. We pafs by many fabulous things, which have been in- 
vented of him by the Greeks and other writers, and fhall only 
add, that his new conquefts in AJia and Europe feern rather 
to have been owing to his ambition than to his magic, to his 
policy than to his fkill in aftrological predictions. How long 
he reigned we arc net told, but, after having inlarged his do- 
minions, he had the misfortune to be bereaved of his kingdom 
and liberty, if not of his life, by his ambitious fon and fuc- 
ceflbr Saturn, who, having intercepted him, put him into 
clofe confinement, where ha either died with grief, or was 
difpatched by the order of that unnatural fon. 
faturn. Saturn, furnamed afterwards Chronus or Cronus, is faid by 

Sanchoniatho to have been the eldeft fon of Uranus r, whilft o- 
ther authors affirm him to have been the youngeft of all c ; 
and that his eldeft brother, who was called Titan, did for a 
long while conteft the crown with him, till he was at length 
over-powered and forced to yield to him. Saturn is fuppofed 
to have been the firft,who took upon him the regal dignity j 
for we are told u , that all his predeceflbrs, down to Uranus^ 
had contented themfelves with the title of princes ; and an 
antient father tells us ™, upon the authority of Pherecides y 
that he was the firji that zvore the diadem, whence he is fup- 
pofed to have been furnamed Cronus, which in the Celtic fignt- 
lies crowned (G) . He likewife tells us in another place, that 

he 

f Ubi fupra L Hesiod. in Theog. Apollon, lib. i. c. 1.8c 
nl. vid. Pe zr. c. x. u Vid. Enn. ap. Lact a n t. lib. i. c. 13. 

u ' TtRTUL. de Coron, c. 17. 

(F) It is obfervable, that the Greeks who have tranflated this 
name have alfo retained the antient one of Titea, which is derived 
from the Celtic Tit, which fignifies the fame thing. We fhall find 
many more fuch Greek names in the fcquel, which are palpably of 

Celtic extradion. 

(G) That of SulMMy which fome have abfurJly derived from the 

Hebrew 
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he much delighted in wearing a red cloak, or a Jhert coat ; of 
the Galatic dye, from which perhaps came alfo the royal pur- 
ple, fo much worn by kings and perfons of the higheft rank 

Saturn, though he was no lefs politic and crafty than prone 
to ambition, could not fo well conceal his treafonable defigns, 
but that Uranus had fome fufpicion of them, and to be before- 
hand with him difpatched his daughter Rhea to make away 
with him by fome private means \ But Saturn, who perhaps 
was apprifed of it by his mother Titea, whole jealoufy had fo 
far tranfported her (I) as to encourage him, \\ not to infpire 
him with the firft defign of his unnatural rebellion, foon 
found a way not only to divert her from her enterprize, but 
to bring her over to his fide. This caufed an open rupture, 
in which Saturn, after a conteft of feveral years proving the 
ftronger of the two, imprifoned hi$ father, as we have feen a- 
bove, and made himfelf abfolute ; after which it is fuppofed, 
that, not being contented with the title of prince, heaflumed 
that of king. And indeed if it be true, that he had enlarged 
his dominions, not only in Afia but in Europe as far as Spain , 
and gained alfo fome provinces in Africa, a lefs title than this 
could not well fuit his ambitious mind. 

x Hesiod. ubi ftrpra. 

Hebrew ^J"JD Satar, to hide, becaufe he went and concealed him- 
feJf in Italy from his fon Jupiter, is more naturally deduced from 
the Phrygian Satorn, or rather Sadorn, which fignifies, ftrong and 
potent ; for fo he really was, till weakened by his fon' s unnatural 
rebellion, as the hiftory will (hew immediately. Sanchouiath* gives 
him alfo the name of // or //w, which may be properly enough de- 
rived from the Hebretv word El, which fignifies ftrong and migh- 
ty, and is in that tongue one of the names of God. 

(H) Saturn being fuppoled to have dwelt in Phrvgia, part of 
which was afterwards called Galatia ; Pcxron obfe:ves, that this 
country being very famous for dying that colour, the Greek jtox-ico^, 
and Latin Coccus, may naturally be derived from the Celtic Coch, 

which fignifies red, 14). 

(I) This jealoufy and refentment, Sanchoniatho tells us, was oc- 
cafioned not only by the number of other wives which Uranus took, 
but becaufe though fhe had left him upon that account, yet he would 
come and lie with her by force. But what moil of all enraged her 
was, that he endeavoured to deftroy ail the children he had by her, 
which, if it be true, did not a little extenuate her and her fon's re- 
bellion (15). 

(14) Chap. 10. £ff lexic. Cel. Latin fub -voc, Coccus, f 15) Id. 
ib'td. 

Vol. V. L 1 He 
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He had two notable counfellors befides his mother, the one 
from his youth, named Hermes Trifmegijlus y a great philofo- 
pher and confummate politician ; fome add that he was alfo a 
great conjurer 1 ; the other was his fitter Rhea? whom he 
afterwards made his wife (K). Thefe three did fo far prevail 
upon the princes and grandees of the court, and efpecially 
with his other brothers, what with their addrefs and munifi- 
cence (L), that they all came into his party, fo that it is no wpn- 
der, if his dominions and conquefts did fo vaftly exceed thofe 
of his predcceilbrs, and himfeJf proved fo fuccefsful both at 
home and abroad. But his happinefs was foured many diffe- 
rent ways : he was extremely miftruftful of his children ; he 
had himfclf dethroned his own father, and could not be with- 
out fear, left his crime fhould be puniflied in the fame kind. 
This made him facrifice them to his jealous guilt, as fome 
think, or, as others believe, to the ghoft of his father. He 
was extremely given to fuperftition and divinations j and it is 
not improbable, that his diviners might increafe his fufpicions, 
bv foretelling, that he would be in danger of being dethron- 
ed by fome of them, as he really was by "Jap iter. He had 
•frill another private enemy to ward againft, namely his bro- 
th' r Titan? who, though forced to yield to him, at leaft in 
appearance, might in time find means to try his fortune again. 
But perhaps his mind was fo intent upon his children, that he 
wholly ncgledted him ; and this gave him at length an oppor- 
tunity of furprifing him and his wife Rhea-, whom he imme- 
diately conveyed into fome province of Afia? and kept them 
in clofe confinement, till his fon Jupiter came with a confide*- 

y Sanchoniat, ubi fupra. 

(K) This cuflom of marrying fillers had nothing extraordinary 
in thofe days; we have feen in a former volume, that it was com- 
mon to the Egyptians, Perjians, and many other great and polite 
nations. The name of Rhea is like wife of Celtic extraction, and 
fignifies a lady as Rhey fignifies a lord £i6). 

(L J Among others of his^re thren we find one called Japbetox Ja- 
fet % a name preferved only among the defendants of his fon Gomer. 
Sanchoniatho likewife names Atlas % but he is more likely to have 
been his nephew and the i'qn of Japbct. It is very probable, chat 
Saturn, in recompencc of their friendfhip to him, gave that part 
of his conquefts in Mauritania to A/las, and that the famous moun- 
tains of Africa received their name from him (17). 

(16) Pezron. ubi fupra. (17) Id. ibid. 

rable 
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rablearmy of Cretans , and reftored his captive parents to their 
liberty and kingdom (M). 

What we have obferved concerning Saturn's jealous 
temper and cruelty to his children, muft in all probability 
have been the caufe, why his wife Rhea took fuch pains to 
preferve her youngeft fon Jupiter^ by concealing her 
pregnancy from him, by being delivered of him in one 
place, and fending him to be privately educated in another (N). 

This 

(M) This remarkable tranfaclion has been prelerved to us by an 
antient father (18) upon the authority of Ennitts, or rather of Eve- 
merus, whole tranflator he was ; and as he produced it to prove a- 
gainft the heathen, that the gods they worfhipped had been mere 
men, he introduces it with this Angular preface : Aperiamus ea qua 

wens Uteris cohtinentur y ne poetai um inept ias in accujandis religionibus 
fequi out pro bare videamur. It fliould feem by thefe words, that he 
had read the fables of the poets, as well as the more authentic tef- 
timonies of hiftorians, and knew full well how to dWinguilh the 
one from die other, and to urge nothing but what was acknowledg- 
ed for truth. 

We may add, that many orher fathers and apologias have ap- 
pealed to the like hiflorical fads concerning Saturn, Jupiter, Sec. 
which they would hardly have ventured to do, if they had not been 
acknowledged as fuch by thofe againfl whom they wrote (19). 

(N) Aurhors are not agreed about the place of Jupiter's birth. 
The Cretans did pretend, that he was born in that ifland on mount 
/da, and Callimachus (20), who gives them the title of liars for hav- 
ing forged his tomb there alfo, becaufe fuch a god as he could not 
die, yet, abfurdly enough, owns him to have been born, and affirms 
the place to have been mount Ly casus in Arcadia. The latter may 
be the more probable of the two. The hymnift adds, that the 
place was fince held fo facred that no woman dared to approach it. 
It was alfo called by way of excellence the facred top, and the Puer* 
perium, ox place of Rhea's lying-in . As for the Cretans, they might 
beeafily led into the belief of his being born among them, becaufe 
he had been conveyed and brought up there with the utmoft pri- 
vacy from his very infancy. However that be, it is agrecJ, that 
his education was committed to the care of the Curctes, and thefe 
being men of great power and credit among the people, it is no 
wonder; that they procured him fo powerful an army to go to his 
father's refcue. And it is not improbable, that they were tjie pcr- 
fons that infpircd him with that pious defign, which might probably 
cure the father of his unjuft fufpicion, and entitle the fon to the 
fucceffion of his kingdom. 

0%)La&ant.Inftit. lib. i. c 1 4. (19) Vid. inter al Tertul. 
ApoL cap, x. & alib. paff. Atbenag. Thcopbil. Antioch. Min. Fr/i\- t 
Armb. Jiuguft. Jul, Firfflic. & al. (zo. Hymn, in Jw, ah initio. 
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This a£tion therefore of Jupiter, pious and generous as it was, 
did rather increafe than difpel his jealoufy. His furprize to 
find himfelf over-reached by his wife, and to fee this fon, 
whom he did not dream of, not only grown into years, but 
of courage and ftrengtli fufficient to overcome his enemies, 
made him fear, left he fhould in time deprive him with the 
fame facility of his kingdom and life. Laclantius adds, upon 
the authority of Evemerns, that he went to confult the oracle 
and his diviners, who bade him beware of his fon Jupiter, 
who would be likely in time to dethrone him. Upon this 
warning he loft no time to try to put it out of his power. 
He entered into Crete with an army, for his fon was again re- 
tired thither after he had atchieved his deliverance ; but he foon 
found, that the Cretans were all in his fon's intereft, and that 
he was more likely to be intrapped than obeyed by them. 
This obliged him to return into that part of Greece fince called 
Peloponnefus, whither Jupiter, enraged at his cruel defign 
againft him, followed him with an army, and forced him to 
retire into Italy. Janus was then king of the Aborigines, 
who, we obferved before, may either have been of Celtic ex- 
traction, or upon fome other account friends to the Titans 
(O). However, that good old king gavehim a kind recepti- 
on, 

The fttiry of Saturn 's cruelty, in facrificing fo many of his chU: 
dren to his jealoufy, may alio have given birth to what the poets 
have related of his devouring them, as Jupiter' 1 * depriving him 
at length of his kingdom, may have given occafion to their accufmg 
him of caltrating him. 

(O We have already taken notice, that the UmbriansaTz affirmed 
hv ancient hirtorians both to have been the oldeft people in Italy, 
and to have been the defendants of the Celtes \ ; and it is hardly 
to be fuppofrd, that Saturn would have trufted himfelf, in his def- 
peratc circumftanccs, to any but a friendly nation ; but whether thefe 
were the fame with the Aborigines, or another colony incorporated 
with them in prjeefs of time, we will notdecide. The reception, 
which he met with from Janus, fcarce leaves room to doubt of their 
being allied, either by blood or by fome other tie. 

Some critics have found fault wiih Julius Firmicus for having 
affirmed (21), that this fugitive prince was concealed by the Spar- 
tans in Italy. Pezron has taken fome pains to prove that they were 
really in Italy before that time and incorporated with other na- 
tions of that province ; and that the Sabines were defcended 
fioai them, and they from the Celtes or Gomerians But if this 
fhould not feeni altogether fo plain, as it is impoflible to grope 

See before p. 2 2(), note (C) (21) Lib* de Error, pro/an. relig. 

into 
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on, and, as fome affirmed, admitted him into a kind of part- 
nership with him in his kingdom 2 5 fo that the region where 
Saturn reigned, and which is adjoining to the Tyber y was 
iince called Saturnia from him. How long he lived there, 
and what became of him, is impoflible to guefs, except that his 
tomb being fhewed in Sicily a may induce one to fuppofe, that 
he went and ended his days there. 

Jupiter, or, as he was rightly called, Jou (P), becaufe 
he was the youngeft of Saturn's children, did not, however, 
enjoy his kingdom peaceably. His uncle Titan, or perhaps 
one of his fons, having probably found means to ftrengthen 
•iiis party whilft he was taken up againft his father, raifed a 
•war againft him, which continued full ten years, and was 
carried on with the utmoft fury on "both fides, both by fea 
and land, and did not end but with the total overthrow of 27- 
tan and his army. 

This war feems to be the trueft original of the fabulous 
war of the Giants or Titans againft the gods, which the poets 
have fo interlarded with their inventions, that it is fcarcely 

z Tertul. Apolog. ubi fup. a Philocor. ap. Clem. 

AlVxa n d. admonit. ad Gent. 

into thofe dark and remote ages with any tolerable fatisfocti- 

on, the words of Firmicus, in Italia a Spar t is abfeonditu if there 

has no error crepe into them, may be underlrood proleprically. 
The nation that received Saturn, whatever they were, might in 
time, if not by Jupiter himfelf, be drove out of Italy, and go and 
fettle in Sparta, or upon fome other account be thenceforth called 
Spartans. At leaft the author abive named has made it very proba- 
ble, that they originally came from Italy ; though it doth not ap- 
pear, that they were ever known by that name there. 

(?) The irregular inflexion of his name into Jo vis, &c fhews 
it plainly. It is therefore abfurd to derive it, as Cicero doth upon 
th<t authority of Verro, from Jwvans Pater, which the inflexion will 
not admit of ; when the Celtic Jou, or, as we pronounce it, Joo, 
which fignifies young, is in all refpeds fo much nearer to it ; and 
Jupiter feems plainiy to be the fame with Jou pater, which iaft was 
added to his former name of Jou, when he came to be worfhiped 
as the greateft of the gods . 

Accordingly we find, that the anticnt Latins did not write his 
name Jupiter, but Jaopiter, Joupiter, and Japiter. But the Cel- 
tic has ftill preferved his antient name of Jou, and call Thurfday, 
or the Dies Jo<vis of the Romans, Diz jou, and Dijou, the day of 
Jove ( 22). We (hall have occaiion by-and-by to fpeak of fome of 

his other names. 

[zz) Fid Pcrj-oj.: cb. xii. 

pofllblc 
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poflible to difcover it through them (Q^. This final over- 
throw was given them near the antient city of Tartefa in 
Spain j a fea-port town a little to the north of Cadis* (R), 
whither it feems he went in perfon with a great fleet and a 
puiflant army, and having brought over fome of their confe- 
derates to his fide, and gained this fignal viftory, he reigned 
very peaceably to the end of his life. 

b Tertul. Apolog, Scholiast, in Iliad, viii. ad verf- 479. 
ap. Pezron. c. 11. 

( We have deferred till now to obferve how much this fyftem 
of hiuory, for we dare not venture to give it a ftronger name, 
doth clam with that of our learned Cumberland, who, as we have 
fully fhewn in the beginning of this hiftory*, makes his Sanchonia- 
tbo*s Uranus to have been Noah, Cronus Ham, Mizor, Mizraim, 
Zadic Melcbizedek, and fo on ; that our readers might fee which of 
the two carries the greatell probability. They are both built upon 
conjectures, and both fupported by fome collateral kind of proofs, 
and upon a fuppofition, that this fragment we have left is the relick 
of a fuller hiftory, and that its author is not a fictitious, but a real, 
antient, and credible one. We mail not repeat what we have faid 
elfewhere on this Jaft head f , much lefs do we defign to draw a pa- 
rallel be: ween thefe two fyftems and their learned authors. Thus 
much, however, we hope we may fay without partiality concerning 
tha; of our Celtic antiquary, that itnotonly gives a great light to the 
dark and fabulous times, but that it is corroborated by a much grear 
ter number of antient authors, heathens as well as chriitians. But 
the latter, efpecrally the apologifts, feem plainly enough to have 
been generally of the fame mind with him, and have made no diffi- 
culty to urge this genealogy of heathen deities abovementioned 
againft their ftupid worfhippers. 

How far all this is further corroborated by numberfefs Celtic ety- 
mons, the greaeeft part of which are both eafy and natural and con- 
firmed by hiitorical facls, muft be fubmitted to the reader's judg- 
ment Of this number we beg leave to remind him of what has 
been faid concerning the names of Uranus and Titea, Cronus or Sa- 
turn, and Rhea, Jou or Jupiter, Tbeutat, and others, befides a 
greater number which we have omitted, but which may be feen in 
our author, and fome few which we (hall have occafion to mention 
in the fcquei ; all winch put together will, if not convince him, 
yr\ :it leaft, juflify our giving it a place in this hiftory, as we have 
that of our learned bifhop in the firlt volume. 

V R This feems aifo confirmed by what Juftin (23) adds, that 
the Curetes lived formerly in the forcfts about that city. Some of 
his commentators indeed have affirmed after Voflius, that it ought 

* Vid fup Vol. T. p. .-95. N (C) f Ibid. p. 309. not. B. 
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Jupiter^ after the example of his predeceflbrs, married 
his own fitter Juno (S). But as he was feldom without fome 
amorous intrigues with other women, by whom he had a 
numerous iflue, he was forced to bear with many rubs and 
mortifications from his jealous and revengeful queen. On 
the Other hand, he did not follow his pleafures fo clofe, but 
he allowed himfelf proper feafons for the ad minift ration of 
juftice throughout the many provinces of his kingdom, in 
rooting out robbers and Banditti who fheltered themfelves in 
the forefts of TheJ/aly, Macedonia^ and Illyria 9 where they 
committed the vileft outrages. But as he had made Mount 
Olympus , c (T) one of the moft delightful parts oiThejfaly, 
his chief refidence, he was under a kind of neceffity to rid thofe 

c Evemer, ap. Lactant. inttitut. lib. i. c. ro. 

to be read Cinetes, becaufe the Caret es were a people of Crete. We 
have already fliewn, that the latter were the priefts or foothfayers 
of the Titans and Celtes, and accompanied them in their wars. 
What wonder then, that fome of them who had followed Jupiter 
in this expedition, and delighted otherwife in a kind of afcetic life, 
fhould be induced to make thofe forefts their abode ? But we fhall 
have occafion by-and-by to fay fomething further concerning them, 
which may convince one of the probability of there being men of 
that name and profeflion in thofe parts of Spain. 

(S) This name is not unlikely to be of Celtic extraction, and to 
be derived from Ghuin, which fignifies fair, white, and by way of 
excellence, beautiful 5 fuch as Juno is faid co have been to a great 
degree. Hence perhaps it is, that the antienc Glqffaries call her 

alfo Jolinta, a jolly or fine woman. 

Thus Jupiter had fome other names among the Greeks which 
feem to flow from the fame fountain, as Ztvq, from which they 
irregularly made their A»of t^V- in the oblique cafes. 

Now the Zeus, from which the Latins made Deus, feems more 
plainly derived from the Celtic Dbew, God, and the Dis and Dia 
from Di, bright. He was likewife fin-named Uuko<; and Piccus % 
from the bird of that name, which Pliny tells us was then much 
ufed in auguries (24), which bird feems to be fo called from his 
being continually pecking of walls and trees, and is known among 
us by the name of Woodpecker. Pliny indeed pretends, that he was 
called Phut from a king of Latium of that name ; but it feems 
more probable, that both he and many other princes were, like 
Jupiter, fo furnamed from the bird, from which they received 
their auguries ; for the Celtic word peck or beak, fignifies a bird 1 s 
bill; and hence it is likely our verb to peck is derived. 

(T) Hence the laft quoted father obferves, that after his apo- 
cheofis the place of his refidence came to be called by his fuperiti- 
tious worfhippcrs htaven % or to be fynonymous to it (25). 

(24) Plw< Fti// % Nat % L x, c. 18. (2;) Patron, c xii^ 

countries 
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countries of fuch vermin, that his fubje&s might have the 
freer accefs to his court. 

Before his death he is affirmed by the laft quoted father, 
as a known truth, to have divided his kingdom, and to 
have given the weftern, or European, part of it to his uncle 
Dis or Pluto, furnamerf alfo Agefilaus (U), whilft himfelf 
kept the Afiatic, or eaftern, part of it d . We obferved alfo 
before, that he gave fome part of Africa to his nephew At- 
las, but having afterwards either conceived jealoufy of him, 
or detected him in fome criminal defign againft him, he is 
reported to have caufed him to be put to death. 

This Atlas (W) had a daughter named Maia, or Flowry y 
whofe beauty Jupiter was not proof againft, but he could 
not obtain her upon any other condition than that of marriage. 
From her he had a fon named Theutat, fince Mercury, of 
whom we fhall fpeak hereafter. This marriage failed not to 
enrage Juno, who was ever plotting fomething againft him. 
We cannot guefs whether Atlas had been unfortunately 

a Id. Ibid. 

(U) This laft name which fignifies a leader of the people, or Agc- 
fander, as it is found in other writers (26), and fignifies a leader of 
men* might be given him on account of his leading his nephew's 
colonies into Europe, and perhaps as far as Spain, where we ob- 
ferved a little above, there had been both Titans and Curetes in the 
neighbourhood of the antient city of Tartefa. Here likewife he is fup- 
pofed to have found out fome rich mines of gold and filver(27), by 
which he grew fo rich, that he got the name of Pinto, in Greek 
IIAaTo?, which fignifies ricb y and was afterwards made the god of 
riches upon his being deified ; and this probably induced Strabo 
to believe, that the Tartara of the Greeks and Latins came from 
the above-named 'Tartefa, a country fituate in the utm oft parts of 
Spain weftward (28). 

Hence likewife, Jupiter having the dominion of the eaft or fun- 
rifing, and Pluto of the weft or fun-fetting, came alfo probably 
the fable of the former being the lord of heaven, and the latter of 
the infernal regions. Perhaps, likewife, might the mythologifts of 
thofe fables think it very rcafonable to aflign the government of 
riches, and of the infernal regions to the fame deity, to pu[ men in 
mind that the former were the ready road to the latter. 

(W) He was alfo called by the Greeks Talamon, from the Celtic 
7cll-mon or man, on account of his high Ihturc, and as he was 
aifo a great aftronomcr, thence came all the fables which the poets 
have fince made of him. 

(26^ AZfchyl. Callbnaeb. Athen. Hcfxck. ap. Pezron. ibid. (27) 
Fid. Strab. Geograpb. I. v. (jii) Ibid, 

drawn 
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drawa into fome rebellion by the jealous queen, but Jupiter 
is by fome accufed to have degenerated into a kind of ty- 
rant through the continual (editions which (he raifed again ft 
him, which yet he did find means to difcover in good 
time e . 

On the other hand, the Cretan hiftorians extolled his vir- 
tues up to the fkies. Diodorus Siadus and Ennius, upon 
their authority, beftow the greateft encomiums on him ror 
his ftrength, valour, prudence, juftice, for his encouraging 
learning and virtue, and puniftiing injuries, violence, and 
robberies, and for his many wholefome laws and regulations 
for the public good f . He lived 120 years, of which having 
reigned 62 g , this great, and fince deified, hero, refigned 
his breath like other men, and was buried by the Curetes in 
the ifle of Crete, and in the city of Gnojfus, where his fons 
ere&ed a {lately monument, which was fhewed many ages 
after by the inhabitants b. The fame authors add, that he 
divided his kingdom among his relations and friends. His fon 
Cres or Cret (from whom that ifland of Crete is fuppofed to 
have had its name, Cret in Celtic fignifying bold and daring), 
was then at the head of the Curetes, and performed the Lit 
devoirs to his father, after which he took the government of 
that ifland * (X). How the reft of his kingdom was divided 
among the reft of his fucceflbrs is not to be guefled at, only 
we find, that his fon Theutat or Mercury, of whom we are 
going to fpeak, had the weftern part affigned to him, proba- 
bly after the death of his uncle Dis or Pluto*. 

Mercury is allowed by all antiquity to have been the fon Mercury, 
of Jupiter by Maia, as have feen above. We have given 

c Perron. & auft. ab eo qtat. f Diod Sicul. lib. v. 

Enn. ubi fupra. Ca ll iM.JHymn. in Jov. B Su 1 o. fub voce 
n**of. vid. & Chron. Alexand. ap. Pezron. cap.xii. h CicEa. 

EvEMER. ap. L ACT A NT. lib. I. C. II. 1 Vid. Pr.ZKON. 

ibid. k Si/ id. fub voce nxaW Chronic. Alexand. ubi fup. 

(X) This is at leaft intimated by La8antius\ words out of En- 
nius 9 Curetes Jilii fui fjovis) eum cur a-ver tint % for Cres was then a 
Curete f and probably the head or principal of/hat fociety. Eu/e- 
bius feems alfo to confirm his having fucceedtd his father in the 
government of that ifle, when he makes him the full king of 
Crete (29); that is, as we underitand him after Pextoit* he was 
the firft who reigned in that only ifland, whereas his fathers king- 
dom is faid to have reached from Euphrates to pain, befides fome 
parts of Afric, which he had given to Atlas, as we have feen elfc- 
where. 

(29) Euftb. ap. Pezron. cap, xii. 

Vol. V. Mm already 



The Uijlory of the Cekes. Book I. 

already in a former note the etymon of thofe two names f. 
The Greeks did Iikewife call him 'Epf*Sf, Hermes, (Y), and 
the Latins Faunus (Z). He was famed for his learning 
and wifdom, and efpecially for his Ikill in auguries, ma* 
gic, and philofophy. He was aftive, couragious, and elo- 
quent ; and fo prudent, that he always kept clofe to his 
father's intereft. For all thefe good qualities he became his 
chief favourite and counfellor, and was alfo by the fabulous 
writers affirmed to be the interpreter of the gods. An an- 
tient father tells us, that he went down into Egypt to pene- 
trate farther into their myfterious arts and fciences, and that 
at his return he aflumed the name of Tbeutat* (A). It was 
probably from the Egyptians that he learned the art of melt- 
ing, refining, cafting, and working of metals, which art he 

f See before p. 255, in the note. 1 Cyrix.. Alexand. lib. 
cont. Julian. 

(Y) Which name comes probably from the Celtic Arme$> which 
fignifics divination. For Mercury feems to have out done all his 
anceftors in the knowledge andconftant praftice of that art, as we 
fhall fee by-and-by. 

(Z) This is the only name for which no proper etymon can be 
found in the Celtic ; nor can we guefs upon what account it was 
given. But the chronicle above quoted calls him by both names 
of Faunus and Mercury ; fo that this Faunus muft not be con- 
founded with another of the name, who reigned many ages after- 
wards in Italy, efpecially with Faunus the father of Latinus, in 
whofe time Mneas came into that kingdom. Whereas our Mer- 
cury , according to this chronology of Titanic princes, muft have 
lived at fartheft about the time of Jofepb's being in Egypt (30). 

(A) That father adds, that he took up that name in imitation 
of the antient Egyptian Mercury or Tboytb , who, as we have feen 
in the firft volume*, was worlhipped by the Egyptians for his great 
learning, wifdom, and eloquence. So that by only altering the 
name by a letter or two, he made himfelf a more honourable one 
in the Celtic Tbeu-tat, as we obferved before, fignifying tie father 
of his people, fuch as he really was, if what we read of him be 
true. 

This is not a proper place to enquire how thefe Gods, or at 
leaft their names, came to be adopted by other nations. Such a 
curious fubjeft doth well deferve to be treated of in a treatife by 
itfelf, and we hope, if we have not quite cleared that point thro' 
the former parts of this hiftory, we have at leaft furni/hed the 
world with fome confiderable materials towards fuch an enquiry, 
which is all that could be expefted from fuch a defign as this. 

(.30) Idem, cap. xiv. * VoL L ^.516. 
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is faid to have firft brought into Europe, whence it again di- 
manated itfelf into dfia, as was fliewn under another head. 

He not only taught them the metallic trades, but how to 
make an advantageous traffic of them into other countries, 
for which he had the furname of Merk-ur ox Mercury. This, 
great improvement, which could not but endear him to his 
fubje&s, gave him an opportunity of polifhing that rude and 
cruel nation, which till then feems to have made the trade 
of war and plunder their chief ftudy and delight. gave 
them a body of laws, encouraged the liberal arts and fci- 
ences, and carefled the foreigners who flocked into his domi- 
nions, efpecially thofe who brought any curious arts with 
them. Thus by his addrefs and powerful eloquence he did 
fo civilize and improve his fubjeils, that his merit was ftill 
dear to them in Ca[ar\ time, who tells us, that he was held 
in veneration above all other gods, and had flatues and altars 
reared to his honour in every town and village *. 

Some attribute the invention of the Olympic games to 
him, others to Hercules, but, if Paufanias be right, they 
muft have been much older, fince he tells us, that Saturn 
and Jupiter had wreftled together at them in . They may, 
however, be fuppofed to have made fome confiderable im- 
provement to them, each according to his particular talent, 
and thereby eclipfed the memory of their firft 'inventer. He 
reigned, according to the Alexandrian chronicle, 34 years ; 
but whether or not his life ended with his reign, is not eafy 
to fay. Suidas n and the above-mentioned chronicle fay, 
that his brothers, being grown jealous of his fuperior power 
and merit, formed fuch a confpiracy againft his life, that he 
found himfelf under a neceffity of packing up all his treasure 
and retiring into Egypt, where he fpent the remainder of his 
days in peace. On the other hand, Livy acquaints us 0 , that 
there was a large tomb near Ne%u Qarthage^ in the time of 
Scipio and Hannibal, which was called the tomb of Mercury 
Tbeutat ; and this would incline one to believe, that he died 
in his own dominions. We are no lefs in the dark about 
the condition of his kingdom from his death to its conqueft 
by the Romans, except that the unweildinefs of fo vaft an 
empire did probably caufe it to fplit itfelf into many petty 
kingdoms under foijie of his fuccefTors. This was at leaft 
the cafe in which the Roman conqueror found them, when be 
invaded the Celtic territories, as wc have hinted before. As 
for the changes which it received after it became a part of 

* De Bell. Gal. lib. vi. c. i6« m Lib. viii. qui eft Arcad, 

0 Sub voce *E$j*^ y 0 Hift. lib. xxii. c. 44. 
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the Roman empire, this is not a proper place to fpeak of 
them ; they will be the fubjefl of other volumes, in which 
the hiftory of the European kingdoms will be refumed. 

These inteftine divifions having once weakened the 
ftrength of this large empire, not only the maritime parts did 
eafily become a prey to their warlike neighbours, hut their 
frontier provinces likewife. Among the firft Iberia or Spain 
was difmembered from it by the Carthaginians , from whom 
it palled to the Romans together with the fouthern provinces, 
fince called Gallia Narbonenfts, and the provinces on the o- 
ther fide of the Alps. The Scythians, it is likely^ did alfo 
incroach upon them on the north fide, and very probably 
feized upon that part of their territories, which was after- 
wards called Scythia in Europe, and drove them quite to the 
hither fide of the Danube. For it feems moft natural, that 
in their firft migrations the fame boundaries, which parted 
Europe from Afta, did alfo part the Celtic and Scythian domi- 
nions. However that be, and whether through the conquer- 
ing fword of their neighbours *, or through their intefline 
wars, or want of elbow-room, or whatever other motive 
might occafion it, fure it is, that feveral powerful colonies 
of tlitfe Ceites or Kjauls returned into lcfler JJia, where, 
finding ^almoft every where fome antient monuments of their 
progenitors, they fettled themfelves in feveral parts of it by 
main force, and gave fome of their new-gotten names to 
them; fuch as that of Galatia, Parthia, and fome others, 
v/ithout which it would be impoffiblc to diftinguifh thefe lat- 
ter excurfions and exploits from thofe by which they had 
fignalizcd themfelves before their migrations into Europe. 
The firft of thofe, as far as it can be difentangled from the 
latter, will be heft feen in fome of the following hiftories, ei- 
ther of thofe nations whom they there conquered, or of 
thofe by whom they were driven out of their conquefts. 

As for thofe whom we have fcen in Europe, we hope our 
readers are fatisfied by this time, that if we have chofe to 
follow a new guide through thofe dark and remote ages, he 
has at leaft conducted us not only more agreeably, but with 
greater appearance of truth than any other we could have 
followed ; and that the proofs he has taken the pains to ex- 
tract out of all that we have left of antient records concern- 
ing that populous and warlike nation, joined to fuch a vaft 
number of Celtic etymologies, do at leaft carry a much greater 
degree of probability than we could meet with any where 
die j and we may add, than we ourfelves could ever have at- 

* See before, Vol. IV. p. 385. 
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without the help of the Celtic language. Thefe etymologies, 
which feem to ftrike a light to every paflage quoted from an- 
tient authors, and which we can affure our readers we did 
not take upon truft, will, we hope, fufficiently juftify 
likewife our preferring our learned author's genealogy of 
the heathen gods to that of Sancboniatbo, which is at beft 
but a confufed medly of fome dark and imperfect hints ftolen 
out of the writings of Mofes, and jumbled with the hiftory 
and fables of other nations in honour of his own (B). 

We fubmit, however, to our reader's judgment, whether 
this genealogy of the heathen deities be not more probable, 
and more agreeable to the teftimony of antient authors, than 
that which our learned bifliop Cumberland has endeavoured 
to give us out of his Phoenician hiftorian. As for ourfelves, 

(B) Though we cannot by any means give into the notion of 
many learned men, who have fuppofed his hiftory to have been a 
forgery writ on purpofe to invalidate the authority of Mofes y as if 
he had ftolen his account of the creation out of the Phoenician re- 
cords * ; yet we cannot but think it manifeft, that he had copied 
that facred hiftorian, and that very bunglingly too, befides blend- 
ing and adjufting his cofinogony and theology with the hiftory 
and fables of his time. 

What elfe can we think of his dark and univerfal Chaos ? His 
vehement wind engendering Mot or motion y (for that is the Hebrew 
meaning of the word), which produced the feeds of all things ani- 
mate and inanimate } The fun, moon, ftars, and Zopbafcmin or /pe- 
culators of the heavens ? What means his Colpias, but the Almighty 
Word, which fpoke all things into being; his Bau or Baut, but 
the Tobu and Bobu of Mofes ? 

Whoever compares alfo the hiftory he gives us of the fecond 
and third line with what we read in Genejts, and with what has 
been quoted in the laft fettion out of antient authors, concerning 
EJiun, Cbrotius, &c. will eafily fee, that it is a mere confufed mix- 
ture of facred and prophane hiftory, interlarded w ; th fable, and 
that if Jerombaal, prieft of Jabvoh, from whom Porphyry pretends 
he received his information, be the Gideon of the Jew, who was 
furnamed Jerubhaal (31), and might have been miftaken for a 
prieft of Jabvob, becaufe he is recorded to have fet up an altar 
and an ephod to him (32) ; it is plain, that he made no other 
ufe of thofe Jewjb memoirs than to put them in a phantaftica! 
Phoenician drefs, fuch as beft fuited the theology of the heathen 
world, and was moft likely to challenge an antiquity and authority 
to the Phoenician records beyond all others, even beyond thofe of 
the facred penmen, from whom he had his materials. 

* Fid. int. a/. Dodwell's difertat. de Sane bo math. ($l)Judg m 

vi. 32. (32) Ibid. vi. 24, fcf viii. 27. 
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we wlfli we could meet with fuch another guide to conduct 
us through the next, but more dark and intricate, hiftory, 
that of the Scythians. But hence we muft be contented to 
grope in the dark, as all have done before us who have^ 
written of that antient and remote nation, and to make the 
fceft of thofe few fragments which antiquity has left us con^ 
cerning them. 

SECT. V. 

The Geography of Scythia, 

HOW this prodigious trail of land came at firft by the 
name of Scythia, is not eafy to determine. We have 
but two tolerable conje&ures to offer concerning it, 
befides that monftrous one which Herodotus gives us from the 
fabulous Greeks, and which we fliall for that reafon throw in- 
to the margin (A). The firft is that which derives that name 
from the Greek **i$8*», which exprefles the fiercenefs of their 
countenance and natural temper ; and the other, which de- 
rives it from the Teutonic Scheten or Schuten, to Jhoot, at 
which art this nation is affirmed by Herodotus, Lucian, and 
others % to have been fo Angularly expert, that this name 'is 
fuppofed to have been emphatically given them on that ac- 
count ; fo that, according to this fuppofition the word Scy~ 

a Vid. Gorop. Becan. Heylin. Pezrom. 

(A) That author tells, upon the credit of the pontic Greeks, that 
Hercules being got into Scythia then uninhabited,and themares which 
drew his chariot having itraggled out of the way whilft he refrefh- 
ed himfelf with fleep, as he was in fearch of them he met with a 
monfter, half woman and half ferpent, who promifed to help him to 
them upon condition he would lie with her. The hero having per- 
formed the bargain, and ftaid with her till fhe was tired, Ihe afked 
him at parting how he would have her difpofe of the three fons fhe 
had now got by him ; whereupon he left her one of his bows and 
his belt, which had a golden cup hanging at the loweft feam, and 
bid her, when the boys were come to age, to retain him with her 
ihat could draw his bow, and fend the other two away. She fol- 
lowed his orders, and Scytba, who was the youngeft and proved the 
ltrongeft of the three, became the firft monarch of that country. 
And from him all the kings of Scythia bore that name, and wore a 
cup hanging at their belt ^i). 



(!) Her odo t. lib. Hi. 
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titan did properly fignify a great Shooter or Archer. We 
have, however, otferved heretofore, that the Tartars and 
Mufcovites called themfelves Mogli, which we fuppofe only 
an abbreviation of Magogfy, the fons of Magog. That ~of 
Scythian might be either given to them by other nations, or 
perhaps by the Celtes, whofe language, as was before obferv- 
ed, did not originally differ much either from the Scythian or 
Teutoni c . 

This vaft territory, which extended itfelf from the IJler 
or Danube the boundary of the Celtes, that is from about the 
25th to almoft the 110th degree, of eaft longitude, was there- 
fore divided into Scythia in Europe, and Scythia in AJia, in- 
cluding, however, the two Sarmatias, or, as they are called 
by the Greeks, Sauromatias, now the Circajfian Tartary y 
which did lie between and fever the two Scytbias from each 
other. Sauromatia was alfo diftinguifhed into European and 
Afiatic, and was divided from the European Scythia by the 
river Don or Tanais, which falls into the Pa/us Maotis, and 
from the Afiatic by the Rha, now Volga, which empties itfelf 
into the Cafpian fea b . But the Sarmatians differed fo little 
from the Scythians in their language, religion, and cuftoms, 
if we may believe Herodotus that we may reafonably fup- 
pofe them to have been originally a branch of them, if not 
their very defcendants by the Amazons, with whom that au- 
thor tells us they having intermarried, begot this Sarmatian 
offfpring. But the former feems to us the moft probable, when 
we conlider how eafy, fhort, and regular their migration in- 
to that country was from the place of their firft fetting out, 
and that we find in the very centre between Armenia and 
Sarmatia a large province called Iberia^ which is much more 
likely to be that which Jofephus tells us was peopled by Tubal, 
the brother of Gomer and Magog, than the Celtiberia of 
Spain. We fhall not repeat here what we have fo lately urged 
againft this laft opinion f. 

Upon the whole then, we may fafely venture to fay, that 
the two Scythias were only parted by the boundaries of 
Europe and Afia, that is by the river Tanais, defcending, as is 
fuppofed, from the Riphean mountains (B) into the Pa/us 

Maotis. 

b Ptolem. Me l. Strab. Cluver. Sc al. < Hhrodot. 

1. iv. f See before, p 233, in the note. 

(B) Some modern geographers (2), who prove plainly enough 
that thefe could not be thofe of Siberia, which are at the diftance 

(t) We!V$ Gfo%r, c, it. tiite (R) t £3* Bocbart, uhi fup % lib. Hi. c. lo. 

of 
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Maoris. For beyond thefe mountains northward we find not 
that the Scythians advanced into any of thofe remote regions, 
fo that thefe were the proper confines of the Afiatic Scythia on 
the weft. The northern ones reached to the Hyperborean or 
Frozen Sea, called alfo by the antients, the Scythian Sea*, the 
Cronian, Amalchian, or Almachian, the Dead Sea, and by 
fame other names which exprefled its extreme coldnefs and 
frozennefs. On the eaft they are fuppofed to have extended 
to the promontory of Tabis, and to have been bounded by the 
Cajfian mountains, which parted Scythia from the kingdom 
of Seres, now Cattai or northern China ; and on the fouth by 
the Eoum or Indian Sea, and by mount Caucafus, and the 
Cafpian Sea d . 

As to the northern parts of Scythia , their extreme coldnefs 
made them uninhabitable by any but wolves, bears, and other 
fuch-like northern wild beafts ; and this is probably the reafon 
why they feem to have been unknown to the an tients- beyond 
the 50th degree north. All that reached farther than thefe was 
called terra incognita, and their notion of its being furround- 
ed by the Hyperborean or Northern Ocean, they feem rather 
to have had from conje<Shire than from experience. But the 
fouthern regions, with which they were better acquainted, 
they divided into three parts ; namely Scythia, within, and 
Scythia without, or beyond, Imam and Sarmatia, which lay 
between the former and the European Scythia, which as we 
obferved before, was either a branch of the Scythian nation, 
or had been by fome means fo blended with it, that it differed 
in little or nothing from it except the name. 

aPtolem. ubi fupr. Mela, lib. i.e. 2, 3, 4. Cellar^ Clu- 
ver. Wells, & al. 

of near ten degrees from the Tanais, are therefore of opinion, that 
they were imaginary, and fupplied by the fertile fancy of the 
antients to furnifh a head to that river. The cafe is hardly worth 
difputing ; and yet fince w$ find that Ripbatb was Gomers fecond 
fon (3), whofe migration may have been probably through this 
region and along this river ; it feems more reafonable to think, he 
might leave his name to thofe mountains S. E. of Mo/cow, from 
which the Don takes its fource, as moft other geographers have fup- 
pofed he did, than to believe that thofe antients, who could know 
nothing either of Riphath or his migrations, fliould yet fo luckily 
hit upon this fictitious name. 

(3) Gen. x. 3. 
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The Afiattc Scythia did therefore comprehend In general 
great Tartary and Rujfta in Afea, and in particular the Scy- 
thia beyond, or without, Imaus, contained the regions of 
Bogdoi, or Oftiacoi, and Tangufi, That within, or on this 
fide Imaus had Turkcftan and Mongol, the Usbek, or Zagatai, 
Kalmuc and Nogaian Tartan , befides Siberia, the land of the 
Samoiedes, and the Nova Zembla. Thefe three laft being 
then uninhabited, as we fuppofe, were wholly unknown to the 
antients, and the former were peopled by the Baclrians, Sog~ 
dians, Gandari, Sacks, and Maffagetes. As for Sarmatia, 
it contained Albania, Iberia, and Colchis, which make now 
the Circajftan Tartary, and the province of Georgia. 

Other feas, befides the Frozen and Indian Ocean, were 
the Cafpian (C), and the Ettxine, or Black Sea, and the 
Pahes Merotis. Mountains of note were Taurus, Imaus, and 
Caucafus 5 the firft beginning in the province of Afia Minor 
called Pamphylia, runs eaftward through AJia, and divides it 
into two parts, the northern and fouthern. The fecond lies in 
Scythia or the greater Tartary : and the third is between the 
Cafpian and the Euxine Sea e . Its rivers, befides thofe we 
have occafionally mentioned, namely the Rha or Volga, and 
Tanais or Don, are the Oby, Lena, Amur, and Helum ; the 
tatter of which is fuppofed to be the Quentung or Shengal ; 
all thefe are in t Great Tartary. To thefe we may add the 
Jaxartes, now J'acick, and the Oxus; thefe empty themfelves 
into the Cafpian Sea : in this fca there were likewife fome 
iflands not diftinguifhed by any particular names, but com- 
monly called by that of the Scythian IJlands. 

Natural rarities v;e cannot exp eft in this country, if 

we except what Herodotus tells us, that thofe northern regi- 
ons are altogether invifible and impafiable by reafon of the vaft 
quantity of feathers which fill the air and cover the ground, 
as he was informed by thofe who inhabited the more fouthern 
parts of it f, who, as he tells us in another place, did doubfc- 
lefs miftake the large flakes of fnow, which fall in abundance 
in thofe cold and mountainous climates, for feathers. It were 
ftill more abfurd to feek for artificial rarities here, among a 

" c Vid. ibid. vid. St We lls, ubi fupra, c, xii. f lib. iv. 

(C) Miftakenby fome antients for a gulph ; but, as it has no 
vifible communication with the ocean, it may be rather called a 
great lake, if fea be thought too big a name for ic *. 

• See Vol. IF. p.tf\ t & feq. 
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people who were ftrangers to every thing but the art of war 
and of feeding their cattle, as we fhall lhew in its proper 
place. 

2. Scythia in Europe, whofe confines we have already fix- 
ed eaftward from the Tanais, reached towards the fouth-weft 
to the Po and the Alps, by which it was divided from the Cel~ 
tes 9 or Celto-Gallia y and by the Rhine northward. It was- 
bounded on the fouth by the IJler, or Danube, and the Euxine 
Tea. As to its northern limits, though it is not eafy to guefs- 
at them, they have been fuppo/ed to ftretch to the fpring heads 
of the Boryjlbenes or Nieper, and the Rha or Volga, and fo 
to that of the Tanais (D) g . 

The antients divided this country into Scythia Arimafptsa, 
which lay eaftward, joining to Scythia in Afia, and Sarmatia 
Enropeana on th^ weft ; thefe two were contiguous to each 
other, and ftretched fome length from north to fouth, but 
what divided them afunder is not eafy to find out. In Scythia y 
properly fo called, were the Arimafp&i on the north, the 
Geta or Dacians along the Danube on the fouth, and the 
Neuri between thofe two. So that it contained the European 
Rujfia or Mufcovy, and the leffer Crim Tartary eaftward, and 
on the weft Lithuania, Poland, part of Hungary, Tranfylva- 
nia, Valachia, Bulgaria, and Moldavia, Sarmatia is fup- 
pofed to have reached northward to that part of Swedland cal- 
led Feningia, now Finland, in which they placed the Qcenes, 
Panoti, and Hippopodes (E), this part they divided from nor- 
thern 

8 Vid. Mel. lib. ii. c. i. Cluver. Cellar. &al, 

(D) This is upon the fuppofition, hinted before, that the firft 
planters of the world did fpread themfelves along the rivers fo< the 
fake of pafturage and correfpondence ; but it is plain, all thefe nbir- 
thern parts were fo unknown to the antients, that all we can fay 
concerning thefe boundaries is merely conje&ure. It even appears 
by what we quoted a little above out of Herodotus, that they could 
not be inhabited very far north, fince they were fo afraid of, and 
fo little acquainted with, fnow. 

Mela adds, that about the Riphean mountains, which are placed 
but between 52 and 5 5 degrees of north latitude, the fnows fell in 
fuch abundance, that thofe parts were uninhabited and unpafTable 
by any but wild hearts (4). 

(EJ Thefe Oarmanj, were fo called for living moftly upon the 
eggs of their fea fowl, which they eat with oaten cakes. The Hip- 
popodes were fuppolcd to be fo called from their having feet like 

(4) Lib. ii. c. 1. 

horfcs- 
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thern Germany, now the weft part of Sweden and Norway, by 
the Mare Sarmaticum or Scythicum, which they fuppofed ran 
up into the northern ocean, and dividing Lapland into two 
parts, made the weftern part of Sweden with Norway into an 
ifland, and Finland into another - ? fuppofing this alfo to be 
cut off from the continent by the gulph of that name. 

This Scythia had no other fea than the Sarmatian menti- 
oned before, now called the Baltic , with the gulphs of Both- 
nia and Finland, and the White fea joining to the northern 
ocean, all unknown to the antients, if we except the Euxine 
and Palus Mceotis, which bounded it on the fouth. Lakes 
of any confideration we find not, except thofe oi Ladoga and 
Onega in Finland, which were therefore unknown to the an- 
tient Sarmatians. Their chief rivers were on the fouth, the 
Donetz or little Tanais, Boryjlhenes or Nieper, Bog, Tyras 
or Niefter, and the IJler or Danube, all which emptied them- 
felves into the Euxine, and on the north-eaft the great and 
little Dwina which empty themfelves, the firft into the White 
fea, and the other into the gulph of Finland, and therefore 
not known to the antients ; and the Vijlula on the weft, 
which runs into the Scythian fea, and divided Sarmatia from 
Germany (F). 

The 

horfes, or from their going barefoot and hardening their feet like 
horfes hoofs. The Panoti were fo called from the largenefs of their 
ears, which was fuch that they could cover their whole body with 
them inftead of other raiment (5). Some other monftrous people 

and creatures are alfo mentioned ^y Herodotus : Of the firft fort are 
the Arimajptfans, fo called from the Scythian Arima, one, and Spon 9 
eye ; not becaufe they had but one eye, as was abfurdly believed 
by fome of the antients, but rather, as Bochart juftly conjectures, 
becaufe they were fuch excellent archers, a,t which exercife it i3 ne- 
ceflary to ihut one eye, that the nick-name of one eyed was given 
them upon that account. To thefe we may add the mountaineers, 
who are affirmed to have been bald from their infancy ; and ano- 
ther fort who had goats- feet, not unlike the fabulous fatyrs, be/ides 
fome jnonAro us animals, among which were reckoned tjic griffins, 
who digged up and guarded the golden oar or duft all which 
fhews how little was known of thefe regions at that time. 

(F) The fame author (7) mentions feveral otljer rivers of which 
he gives a curious defcription, as well as of thofc fouthern ones 
which we have mentioned above ; but we (hall refer the reader to 
our author for thofe particulars, as well as for the rivers we have 
emitted, becaufe they are either not taken notice of by our modern 



(5) Vid Mel, lib. iii. c 2. (6) Herodot. lib. iv. (7) Idem, ibid. 
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Th-£ whole extent therefore of both Scythias, including 
the two Sarmatias, reached in longitude from the 20th to 
the 85th degree or even beyond, and from the Alps to the 
promontory of Tabis and ftrcights of Anian, and in latitude 
frqrji Caucafus to the anftic circle above 28 degrees. Hero- 
dotus indeed tells us, that the Hyperboreans were not of Scy- 
thian race, but another kind of people, one fort of which 
were Androphagi, or Men-eaters, fierce and cruel, and ano- 
ther, namely the Argippeans or Baldheads, a wife and peace- 
able people, efteemed facred by all their neighbours h ; but he 
Ipeaks of all thofe remote nations only by report, and with 
fuch diffidence, that he rather confirms what we faid before, 
that thofe regions were moft likely unknown, if not uninha- 
bited. 

Cities we find noneineitheroYy^/tf,nonot even a metro- 
polis, though Herodotus mentions a branch of Scythians 9 called 
royal Scythians, whom he places along the banks of Tanais, which 
river divides them, he fays, from the Afiatic Sarmatians 
Thefe, as fhould feem from the fequel of that author, were 
the only ones who had real kings among them, as we fhall 
fee in the next fe&ion, but fuch was their way of living, 
that they never chofe to dwell in cities or fortified places, but 
to range about as their convenience or fafety required. So 
that we have not much further to add concerning their na- 
tural or artificial curiofities. Two things, however, are 
worth taking notice of under this head, the one was a large 
ftone lying by the river Tyres, in which was to be feen the 
print of Hercules' s foot, faid to have been two cubits long. 
The other was a brazen bowl of an extraordinary capacity, 
being fix inches thick, and containing full fix hundred am- 

h Lib. iv. p. 356. & feq. Littlebur. Edit. 2. vid. & 
Mel. lib. iii. c. 9. 1 Herod, ubi fupra, p 372. k Jd. ibid, 
p. 384. 

geographers, or at Ieaft are not reckoned of fuch great note and ufe» 
fulnefs. 

We (hall, however,take notice of what he fays of the Boryfthenes % 
which he compares ro the Nile ia Egypt, and the next in greatnefu 
to the Danube, This noble river, lays he, belides the beauty and 
fertility which it gives to the adjoining lands, abounds with variety 
of excellent fifli and pleafant water, and doth breed a fort of whale 
without fpinous bones, which the Scythians ufed to (alt for food. 
They called it Antacbaus ; he adds, that towards the mouth of it 
that river yields abundance of faJt, which is inceffantly made by 
the hand of nature. 

phoraa 
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phoras or fifty hogfheads. The occafioii of cafting this mon- 
itrous veflel, we H14II haye occafion to mention in its proper 
^place. 

SECT, VI. 

■ 

the antiquity, government \ laws, religion, cufioms, learn- 
ing, arts, and trade of the antient Scythians. 

LL that can 'be met with concerning the antiquity Gevent* 
and origin of this nation, hath been already menti- mentm 
oned in the firft fe&ion of this chapter. How foon 
they began to fettle themfelves into a regular government, is 
as impoflible to guefs as of what kind it was. It appears, 
however, from what we have already hinted out of Herodo- 
tus, that one or two tribes at leaft, that is the royal and free 
Scythians, were under a monarchical one, and that thefe two 
made a much greater figure than all the reft. But whether 
the former was the eldeft branch, whether it governed im- 
mediately over all the reft, whether it appointed viceroys over 
the other provinces of that vaft country, or whether every 
tribe had their own princes, as the Philijiines, whether their 
fucceflion was hereditary or elective, whether defpotic or fub- 
je£fc to the laws, we are wholly in the dark. What feems 
moft probable to us from the little remains we have left of 
their hiftory is, that the royal dignity, which was confined 
to one tribe, might ftill have a kind of authority over fome of 
the reft, whilft thofe who were more remote from the centre 
had lords, laws, and cuftoms of their own, efpecially thofe 
who inhabited the farther parts of it eaftward and northward ; 
and this may be the reafon of that variety of names and cha- 
racters, which we find in thofe few antient writings we have 
left concerning them. Thus Herodotus tells us, that in procefs 
of time, when the Scythians were like to be invaded by Da- 
rius, the king, finding himfelf unable to make head againft 
the invader, invited all the Scythian princes* namely thofe of 
the Taurians, rfgathyrfians, Neurians, Androphagcs, Mclan- 
chleenians, Budians, ^a\(\Sarmatians, to come to his a /lift an ce; 
all thefefeem to have been different branches of the fame flock, 
and only degenerated from the royal on? by diftance of time 
and place. So that by this time they differed much in their 
manners and cuftoms, as the fame author there tells usf. The 
j'efult of this fummons was, that the three laft named nations 
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joined with the king of Scythia^ bur the others refufed to affift 
him, under pretence that he was the firft aggreffor. Hence 
we conclude, that they had fliaken off the yoke of the royal 
Scythians fome confiderable time before, though they might 
all have been originally under it. We fliall fpeak more par- 
ticularly of thefe eight tribes or nations in another place ; at 
prefent we confine ourfelves to the two moft confiderr 
able, the royal and free Scythian^ as beiijg the njoft confiderr 
able and the beft known of all the reft. 
Law. Wh a t their laws weFe, we can only guefs from the ex? 

cellent chara&er that is given to that nation by aqtient hifto- 
rians. Such indeed feems to have been their juftice, tempe- 
rance, contempt of riches and luxury, and fo fimple and 
primitive their way of living, that they could not ftand 
in need of a great number of them. Juftin * funis up their 
charaiSter in words to this effe£t : The Scythians were a na- 
tion,which,though inured to labours, fierce in war, and of pro- 
digious ftrength, yet could fo well mafter their affe&ions, that 
they made no other ufe of their victories than to increafe their 
fame. Theft among them was reckoned fo great a crime and 
was fo feverely puniflied, that they could let their numerous 
flocks wander from place to place without . danger of lofmg 
them. Thefe they efteemed their greateft wealth, living up- 
on their milk and cloathing themfelves with their fkins. In- 
ftead of houfes, they ufed to convey ther wives and children 
about in covered waggons, drawn either by horfes or ox<:n, 
and made capacious enough to carry alUtheir other furniture 
for bedding and for the kitchen. Gold and filver were as 
much defpifed by them as they were efteemed by other na- 
tions, fo that they could not covet that which was of no ufe 
to them. Did the fame moderation and dilintereftadnefs 
reign among other nations, it would foon put an end to our 
deftrucftive wars. What is ftill more wonderful, thefe vir- 
tues, which the Greeks did in vain endeavour to attain by 
learning and philofophy, were natural to them, and they 
reaped thofe advantages from their ignorance of vice, which 
the others could not from their knowledge of virtue (A). 

A natioq 

a Lib. ii. c. 2. 

(A N > This excellent character of 'the Scythians, how exaggerated 
foever it may ftcm in their praife, is neverthelefs confirmed by fe- 
veral anticnt hiltorians and poets ; and if a late author (i) had but 
read the teftimonics which the learned Bocbart has brought to con- 

(i) Anno t ah in Juflin, Dtlpbin, I. ii, c, 2. Note 8, 
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A nation of this chara&er and way of life could therefore 
want but few laws to fecure their property, fome others they 
had with relation to religion, cuftoms, and polity, which 
forbad, under pain of death, any alteration being made in 
either, which excluded their women the benefit of mar- 
riage, and the men that of affifting at their royal feaft, till they 
had killed an enemy (B). Some other of their laws we omit 
here, becaufe we ihall have occafion to mention them in the 
courfe of this hiftory ; upon the whole, what appears of them 
feems wholly calculated to prevent luxury, fraud, and co- 
vetoufnefs, and to cherifti that martial fpirit, for which they 
are fo juftly famed in hiftory. 

It ought not to be objected here, that fome of the Scythian 
tribes bear a quite different character, fome of them being of 
fuch £ fierce and cruel difpofition, as even to eat the flelh of 
their enemies. Thofe, as was hinted before, were, if under 
the fame goverment, at fuch great diftance from the centre 
of it, as to be out of the reach of its laws. Add to it, that 
as the inclemency of the air in thofe remote regions might 
probably incline them to cruelty 5 fo the diftance and barren- 

firm it he would not have fo lightly accufed Juftin of flatter- 
ing that noble nation at . the expence of truth. 

(B) With refpeft to the former, Herodotus tells us (3), that Ana- 
cbarfis, a Scythian of no fmall confideration, having in his travels 
aflifted at a feffitval, which the Gztcians celebrated to the mother of 
the gods, made a vow that if he got fafe back to Scytbia he would 
introduce the fame worfhip there Accordingly after his return he 
retired privately into fome woody part of that country, where he 
performed his vow ; but he could not do it fo fecredy, but a Scy- 
thiatzy who faw him at it, acquainted the king with it, who came 
immediately and mot him with an arrow upon the fpot. And even 
one of their kings loft his crown and life for barely attempting to 
introduce fome of the Grecian rites and drefs, as we lhall fee in its 
proper place. 

With refpeft to the fecond particular, the fame author tells us, 
that it often happened, that fome women, not having the good 
fortune to kill an enemy, were forced to pine away in a fhameful 
celibacy (4). As to the men, he tells us, that every governor of 
a province, was obliged to make a yearly wine- feaft to all thofe 
who had killed one or more of their enemies, in which they were 
allowed to caroufe in cups made of the fculls of the flain, and in 
proportion to the number of them whilft thofe, who had not as 
yet fignalized themfelves like them, were forced to ft and at a dif- 
tance, beholding the feaft and excluded from tailing of it. 

(2) Phaleg. lib. iii. c. 9. ($) Lib. iv. (4) Id, ibid. vid. 

,W Mela lib. iii. c. 9. D. SicuL tirab. & at. 
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nefs of their country might make them lefs heeded, and pro- 
bably more incapable of being reftrained by the common laws. 
However, it muft be owned, with refpeft to the warlike tem- 
per even of the true Scythians , that it was not without a great 
mixture of cruelty, if the Greek hiftorians have not wilfully 
mifreprefented them, as we lhall fee by-and-by . 

If we may guefs by fbme few fucceffions we find menti- 
oned in hiftory, it feems, their crown was hereditary, and 
yet their kings not fo defpotic as not to be depofed, or even 
put to death, for the violation of their jaws. This is plain 
from the inftance we hinted at in the laffi note, where Scyley 
having been found celebrating the Bacchanalia of the Greeks? 
his fubje&s revolted from him, and ele&cd his brother 0#<?- 
mafadesi who foon after took off fafr head. In ail other cafes 
their kings feem td have been in high efttfem with the people, 
as we may guefs from the following' cifcumftanee out of He- 
rodotus. 

When any of their monarchs* fe# fick, they fent imme^ 
diatelyfor three of their moft famous prophets (C) , who com- 
monly told him, that fome Scythian whom- they named had 
perjured himfelf by fwearing by the royal throne, which it 

feems was theiir moft folemn oath. The aecufed perfon was 
thereupon feized, and aecufed before the king of having 
brought this diftemper upon hint By 'his'jierjury. If he de- 
nied the fact, more prophets were fent for ; if they confirmed 
the evidence, the man was immediately beheaded, and his 
goods were divided among the three fijrft accufers. But if they 
acquitted him, a new fupply of them was to be fent for 3 and 

(C) Thefe were only » a. kind of pretended conjurers, who con- 
fulted certain omens, and divined, or made a fhew of divining, by 
willow flicks gathered up into bundles, which they loofened and 
fpread upon the ground, and then taking, and bundling them up 
again, uttering all the while fome conjuring words. It was by this 
art that they pretended to dive into hidden caufet and to pry into 
futurity. The Scythians kern to have been very much addifted to 
this kind of fuperftition, by the great number of thefe fham diviners 
which they had amongft them. Nor was this trade confined to 
the men : the women Had much the larger fhare of it ; and as they 
did not pretend to p/ognofticate by means of thofe wands, or any 
other conjuring tricks, but rather by an immediate infpiration from 
fome of their deities, they were held in the greateft veneration 3 
and their oracles which were confulted upon all emergencies, were 
received as the infallible anfwers or commands of the gods, and 
obeyed with the fame readineft f. 

f Fid. Keyfser. antiq. SeftMr. Differ*. V. 

if 
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if the majority of them did abfolve him, then the firft accufers 
were tied hands and feet, and fet in a cart loaded with faggots 
and drawn by oxen. And after they had ftopt the falfe pro- 
phets mouths, as they then called them, they fet fire to the 
wood, which confumed the cart and men, and feldom failed 
burning the oxen to death. Our author adds, that the male 
children of thofe whom the king condemned to death feldom 
efcaped the fame fate. 

Another inftanceof their great refpeft for their mo- 
narchs is the pompous folemnity of their funerals, which was 
performed as folio ws : the embalmers received the body co- 
vered with wax, they opened and cleanfed the belly, and hav- 
ing filled it with bruifed cyprefs, incenfe, parfley and anife- 
feeds, they fewed it up again, and placed the corpfe on a cha- 
riot, and conveyed it from one tribe to another through all 
the provinces of his kingdom. Every province, where they 
received the funeral proccftion, was obliged to imitate the 
royal Scythians in their mournful ceremonies, which confided 
in cutting off one part of their ear, {having their heads, 
wounding themfelves in their forehead, nofc, and arm, and 
piercing their left hand with an arrow ; and in this guifethcy 
accompanied the hcarfe to the next province, till it came at 
length to that of the Gerrians 7 which was the remotcft in the 
kingdom, and was fituate alon^ that part of the Boryfib&ics 
where it begins to be navigable. Here the corpfe was depo- 
sited into a large fquare hole made in the earth, upon a bed 
incompaffed round with fpears, which they covered with tim- 
ber j and fpread a canopy over the whole monument. In the 
vacant places of it they placed one of his concubines, a cook, 
a groom, a waiter, a mcflenger, fome horfes, all ftrangled, 
and a number of neceflary utenfils, and among others Tome 
golden cups. This being done they threw the earth upon it, 
endeavouring to raife the mound as high as they could. As 
foon as the year was expired, they chofe fifty young men of the 
king's officers, who were always to be Scythian thofe mo- 
narchs having the power of choofing whom they pleafed to 
their fervice, and never being attended by flaves. Thcfe 
young men, with an equal number of horfes, were ftrangled, 
their bowels were taken out, and their bellies ft lifted with 
itraw. The bodies of the young men were fet aftride upon 
the horfes, and faftcned to them by an iron ftake. The 
horks thus mounted were fet upon fcmicircular boards f up- 
ported by four pieces of timber, and placed at a convenient 
diftancc from each other round the monument, the horfes 
Vol. V. O o having 
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having a loofe rein faflened to another poft fct up for that 
purpofe 

Religion. The Scythians worfhipped a plurality of gods and god- 

defies, but that which they reckoned their principal deity wars 
Vejla, whom they cdled Tahiti, The two next were Jupiter, 
whom they called Papeus, and Apia, or the earth, which they 
efteemed his wife. Jupiter, it feems, they challenged 2s 
their progenitor, and Vefta for their queen, as appears by the 
anfvver which one of their kings fent to Darius, when he 

Deities. came to fubdue them to his empire* ; be/ides thefe they 

•worihipped Apollo, the celeftial Venus, and Neptune, under 

Mars. the names OEtofyrus, Artimpafa, and Thamimafades. But 

their favo: rite god feems to have been that of war, to whom 
alon-j they dedicated temples, altars, and images. How his 
temples were built, which Herodotus fpeaks of, he doth not 
tell us : neither is it eafy for us toguefs. It doth not even 
appear from any other antient authors, or from any other monu- 
ments, that ever they built any properly fo called. Groves indeed, 
and very fumptuous ones too,they were famous for ere&ing to 
this deity. In thefe they affe&ed to have one or more oaks of a 
monftrous fize, which were accounted fo facred, that it was 
facrilege, and was punifhed with the fevereft death, to lop fo 
much as a branch or fprig, or even to wound the bark. 
Thefe they never failed to fprinkle plentifully with the blood 
of their vi&ims, infomuch, that the rind of fome of the oldeft 
of them was covered, or even incruftate, with it f. We are 
therefore inclined to believe, that Herodotus, who learned 
thefe things by word of mouth, and had never feen them him- 
felf, might, for want of a good interpreter, miftake them 
for temples, and fuppofe them to be built like thofe of other 
nations. 

How fpacious thefe groves muft have been, may be feen in 
Altars. the laft quoted antiquarian, or be guefled at by the vaft extent 

of the altars, which, Herodotus tells us, they erc&ed in them 
to that favourite deity, one of which at leaft they were obliged 
to have in every precindh It was to be made of fmall wood 
tied up into bundles, and to ccver three flades of lard 
in length and breadth, though it was not proportionable in 
its height. The top of it, which was quadrangular, had three 
fides perpendicular, and the fourth had a gradual declivity to 

* 

b Herodot. 1. iv. • Idem ibid. See Vol. IV. p. 486. 

note(L). fVid. Kb ysl e r. antiq. Scptcntr. Diffcrt. 3. & 
a]ib. paff. 
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render the top of it eafy of accefs. One hundred and fifty 
loads of faggots were to be brought yearly to each altar, to 
fupply thofe which had been ptitrified by the inclemeny of 
the winter. On the top of each of thefe heaps was erected 
an old iron fcymitar, which flood there as the image, or ra- 
ther emblem, of the deity. To him, befides all other cattle, 
in common with their other gods, and in much greater num- 
ber, they facrificed horfes, which were a martial creature; 
and, what was ftill more {hocking, every hundredth man 
they took prifoner from their enemies. This laft bloody of- Human 
fering was made by pouring a libation of wine upon the cz^frcripcts 
tive's head, after which they cut Lis throat, and received his 
blood into a bowl, with which, afcending to the top of the 
altar, they went and wafhed the deity's Avoid. As to the 
vidtim, they only cut off his right arm clofe to the fhoulder, 
and throwing it up into the air they left it expofed in the 
place where it fell, and the reft of the body in that where it 
was killed . 

As to their other viflims, which they facrificed either to 
Mars or to any other deity, they obferved the fame rites every 
where without variation ; they brought the beaft and tied its 
four feet together with a flip-knot, and he who officiated as 
prieft came behind, and at once loofed the cord and knocked 
the vidim down. Whilft it was falling, he called upon the 
deity to whom it was offered, and then ftrangled it with a 
cord which he twitted with a ftick ; and as foon as it was 
dead he fet about flaying and dreffing it, without any previ- 
ous libation or ceremony. The flefh was put into pots, and 
whenever thefe were not ready at hand, into the paunch of the 
creature, mixing with it a proportionable quantity ot water ; 
and if wood could not be had, they burnt the bones infteadof 
it. When the flefh was fufficiently boiled, the prieft made 
an offering of part of the meat and inteftines to the deity by 
throwing it before its altar, and the reft was, we may fup- 
pofe, beftowed to feaft the prieft and votaries. Thus in cafes 
of neccflity, as when they went out to war and the like, they 
made the vi&im furnifh them with all things neceffiirv for the 
facrifice. Of all beafts the horfe was eftcemed the nobleft, 
and confequently the moft acceptable viflim. As .for fwinc, 
they detefted it, not only as unfit to eat, but even to be fuf- 
fered to live among them. They took care alfo to offer to 
their god6 the firft fruits of their cattle, ground, and of the 
fpoil they took in war. Some confiderablc part of the hue* 
they were wont to fend to the Delphic Apollo : it was ufually 

conveyed thither by a number of their moft honourable vir- 

O o 2 s'iw* 
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gins, and under afufficient efcort. But the length and diffi- 
culty of the way, and the dangers, and other* obftacles of the 
journey, our author tells us -f, obliged them to difcontinue 
it. This is all that we can find remarkable concerning their 
religion. 

But before we come to fpeak of their manners, cuftoms, 
and fuch other particulars, it will be neceffary to caution our 
readers once for all, that as we receive a great part of our 
intelligence from Herodotus, Homer ^ and other Greek authors, 
who cannot be fuppofed to have been well affecled to the 
Scythians, by whom their country had been fo often invaded, 
plundered, ravaged, and fomctimes ahnoft deftroyed ; we 
muft not give too implicit a credit to many things which they 
relate, very much to thedifhonour of that antient and war- 
like nation.- Some of them we fliall have occafion to con- 
fute in the fequel of this hifiorv, and others are of fo horrid a 
nature as to exceed our belief, efpecially when we compare 
them with the character which 'Jujiin gives of them, and as it 
has been learnedly vindicated by Bochart, as we have lately 
fhewn ; this caution once premifed, we hope our readers will 
the better judge of what we are now going to give out of 
thofe authors concerning the cuftoms of this nation, which 
are not to be found in any of them, without fome mixture of 
barbarity. 

Coxtra&s. Thus we are told, that their alliances and contracts were 

ratified with the following ceremonies: they poured fome wine 
into an earthen vefTel, into which the contracting parties were 
to mingle fome of their own blood, which they drew by a 
flight incifion made in fome part of their body. They then 
dipped into the mixture the points of fome warlike weapons, 
fuch as afcymitar, arrow, dart, javelin, or battlc-ax. The 
parties then uttered fome dire imprecations on the lirft breaker 
of the covenant, and having took each of them a draught of 
the liquor, they defired fome of the moft confidcrable among 
the by-f landers to pledge them, and to be witnefles of the 
contract, which being ufually complied with by them, the 
baigain vva:i reckoned fo facred, that they thought no punilh- 
mer.t fevcre enough cither in this life or in the next for the 
breaker of it. 

J'\\hu>\ Their warlike temper and exploits were fufficicntly 

Ln.'ivn to the anticnts ; fcarcc is there any nation to be met 
wi;!i in hi I tor y fo famous for conquering wherever they car- 
ried their arms, even as auxiliaries, and themfelves remain- 
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ing ftill unconquered. Their frugal and fimple manner of life 
may indeed be fuppofed to have been a great prefervative 
againft fuch invafions, as other more opulent and luxurious 
nations were expofed to. But 'tis plain, this was not always 
the cafe, fince we find they were once invaded by the king of 
Perfia, at the head of a moft puiflant army, from the power 
of which nothing but their valour and policy could have de- 
livered them : but of this in its proper place, as well as of 
their conqueft of greater Afta, which could not be wrefted out 
of their hands, but by the blackeft treachery. But upon the 
whole, fuch was their ftrength and courage whenever they en- 
tered into an offenlive or defenfive war, that, as Thucydides 
himfelf tells us,no nation, either in Europe or Afta, could equal 
them either for ftrength, valour, or conduct ; nor indeed any 
thing refift their power, provided they were but unanimous 
among themfelvesf. 

Such care they took to cultivate this martial genius among 
them, that even their women were inured to it betimes, info- 
much, that they could not be admitted into matrimony till 
they had killed at leaft one enemy v/ith their own hands c , as 
we have hinted already. As for their youth, they were not 
without fome confiderable encouragements to infpire them 
with martial valour, or indeed rather ferocity, if Herodotus 
doth not bely them : for he tells us, that they were wont to 
drink the blood of the firft prifoner they took, and to prefent 
the heads of all the men they killed in fight to their monarch ; 
thefe were either returned or regiftered, and in titled the per- 
fon to feveral privileges, fuch as being prefent at fome public 
feafts, lharingthe fpoil of their enemies, and fuch like ; to 
which no man was to pretend till he had killed at leaft one 
enemy. As therefore the worth and merit of a man did rife 
in proportion to the number of heads he had knocked off, they 
ufed to take the (kins of the flain, to ftretch, dry, and tan 
them, and then hang them at their horfes bridles, where they 
ferved both for trophies and napkins to the owner ; he being 
always moft eftecmcd who wore the grcateft number of than. 
Their pride, or rather barbarity, if we may believe our author, 
went fofar with fome of them, that they took oft* and dreflcd 
the whole fkins of the Jl.iin, and covered both their quivers 
and horfes, and fometimcs decked their own bodies with 
them *. 

f Lib. ii. feet. qr. c Vic). Mi rodot. uhi fupra. Plat, de 

leg. lib. vii. li\ poerat N. Damafcen. JuJlin. Seal. * llano- 
jjor. ubi fupra. 

If ad 
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Had they only exercifed this kind of favage pride againft 
thofe who came to invade them, it might indeed admit of 
fome mitigation, as it would have been done not only in de- 
fence of their country, and in determent to all invaders of it, 
but as they might naturally enough think fuch men deferved 
no better fate, who attempted the conqueft of a country, 
which had nothing to tempt or fatisfy the avarice or ambition 
of the conqueror (D). But it doth not appear from our au- 
thor, that they gave much be:ter quarters to thofe whofe ter- 
ritories they did invade. And it would have been cruel and 
impolitic in them to have condemned their young women to 
celibacy, till they were able to produce fome fuch trophies 
of their martial prowefs, if they were not to be gained in any 
hut a defenfive war, which their poverty joined to their known 
valour will not permit us to fuppofe to have been frequent e- 
nough for that end. It is then more likely from what wc 
quoted above out cfTbucydides, that, as they are affirmed to 
have lived moftly upon plunder, inftead of going out of their 
vaft territories, they made mutual incurfions one tribe againft 
another, which they again retaliated upon the firft opportunity, 
without forgetting, however, their affinity fo far, as not to 
join their forces againft a common enemy or invader, when- 
ever neceffity required it. 

How populous the Scythians were is not agreed. If it be 
allowed, that they made fuch frequent and bloody inroads 
one upon another, we cannot but fuppofe, that it muft have 
thinned them exceedingly. On the other hand, if we con- 
fider their plain and laborious way of living, their climate, 
conftant exercife, hardinefs, and other fuch like advantageous 
circumftances, which rendered them lufty and ftrong, proli- 
fic, and long-lived, one can hardly conceive, they could be 

(D) This was the argument which, Jujlin tells us (5), they made 
ufe of to diffuade the king of Egypt from attempting a war againft 
them ; for, faid they to his heralds, it were madnefs for the opu- 
lent Egyptians to invade fo poor a nation as ours, where they could 
get no iliing but death and wounds : whereas the Scythians would fall 
upon them with the utmoft fiercenefs at the fight of fo rich plunder 
as victory would intitle them to. Such a meflage they fent after- 
wards to Danus when he had entered Scythia ; that as they had 
neither cities, houfes, fields, vineyards, nor indeed any other valuable 
treafurcs in their country, except their families, and the fepulchres 
of their ancellors, for which, however, they were always known to 
fight with uncommon bravery, the igvader ran a much greater rifk 
tijan they (6). 



(5) lib. a. c. 2. (6) nd. car Herodot /. 

other 
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other than a populous nation : for we arc told, that very few 
died of ficknefs, but all in general lived to a good old 
age ; infomuch, that, many of them being weary of the 
world before death took them out of it, it was ufual with fuch 
to haften their exit by throwing themfelves from fome emin- 
ence into the fea, or into fome river 4 . Herodotus, however, 
who feems in doubt whether they were indeed fo populous as 
fome, or fo thin as others reprefent them, gives us an 
authentic inftance and monument in favour of the former, 
which is as follows : they had it feems a cuftom, not uncom- 
mon to other nations *, at their firft taking the field to mufter 
their fighting men, and to make every man caft an arrow, or, 
according to our author, the head or point of one, into a 
proper receptacle, which at their return from the expedition 
was again taken up. By this they could eafily compute not 
only the number of their men, but alfo that of their flain, or 
of thofe who either ran away, or abfented themfelves from 
the war. It wasat fome fuch mufter as this that one of their 
kings, whom Herodotus names Ariantes % being prefent, and 
obferving thefe heads of arrows to amount to an immenfe bulk 
and weight, as he had indeed a prodigious army under him, 
ordered them to be melted and caft, or made into that large 
capacious velTel we have lately fpoken of, and which our au- 
thor tells us, was ftill extant in his time, and though full fix 
inches thick, yet was large enough to hold 600 amphoras, 
that is, about fifty hogfheads, and remained ftill a monument 



of this prodigious army. There is indeed no making an cxa<St 
eftimate from thisftory, fuppofing it literally true : but might 
not this unwieldy veflel have been at firft defigned only to 
keep the arrows which every foldier threw in, and the other 
part of the fto ry have been foifted in, in procefs of time? How- 
ever, fuppofing the fad: as related, and that it muft have been 
a prodigious army that could furnifh metal enough for fuch a 
monftrous veflel, yet might it not therefore neceflarily follow 
that the Scythian nation was more populous than its neigh- 
bours, confidering the vaft extent of it. But what feems to 
be a ftronger argument for it is, the colonies which they were 
continually fending out, chiefly towards the fouthern parts of 
the world, of which we fhall have further occafion tofpeakin 
the fequel. 

As they cultivated no art or fcicncc except that of war, j,. ts an j 
nor fcarccly any trade or commerce except pafturage, the Sciences. 



dMitA, lib. iii. c. j. Hcrodot. &al. * Sec Vol. IV. 

p. 484. c lib. 4. 
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reader muft expeft us to be very barren on thefe two heads. 
Hmcydidesy in the place abeve quoted, feems indeed to commend 
their mduftry and fagacity in procuring all things necefTaryfor 
life, in fuch a manner, as would incline one to believe them 
to have been great encouragers of induflry and manufacture : 
and another Greek author fpeaks much of the trade and com- 
merce which they carried on with all the fea-coafts of the Hel- 
lefpont *. But as to the latter, we are much inclined to be- 
lieve, that like fome of his predeccflbrs, he has miftook them 
for xh&CelteSj who, as we have obferved in a former feftion, 
were become great merchants both by fea and land under 
their king Mercury. For, as for the Scythians, their way of 
living was altogether incompatible with it. s will appear by- 
and-by. They do not fo much as feem i.6' have known any 
thing of writing, till they brought it with them from rfjia* 
after their twenty eight years invafion of it : neither do we 
find any footfteps of their having had fuch poetic hiftorians as 
were the Curetes among the Celtes, or the Bards and Druids 
among the Gauls. Herodotus, who has wrote fo much con- 
cerning them, doth not fo much as hint his having received 
his intelligence from any of their records, but barely from 
tradition ; and that is one reafon why we omit many fabul- 
lous things he has faid of them from the common report of 
their neighbours ; fince it is hardly to be expected, they ei- 
ther could, or would, give a true character of a nation, with 
whom they had no commerce except in a hoftile way. . 
Law im ve Their language, is (till more unknown to us, whatever 

difcovcries fome modern antiquarians may fancy to have made 
about it. The vaft extent of their territories, together with 
their intermingling with other nations, could not but caufc it 
to £ pi i t itfdf into a vaft number of dial efts, from which molt 
probably have fprung the Mufcavitifliy Slavonic, PoliJlj y Da- 
uijh, Sivedifl), Saxon, and many others ; between which, 
one can but barely difcover affinity enough to make us believe 
them fprung from the fame mother. This we may, however, 
venture to affirm, as more than a probable conjecture from a 
vifible vein of the Celtic flill preferved, as we have fcen to 
this day among us, and which runs through all thofe various 
languages ; that they did not antiently differ much more from 
it, than the Hebrew, Chaldcc, and Syriac. Neither is it fo 
much to be wondered at, that they fhould have branched out 

9 

into fuch a vaft variety, as that they fhould flill prefervc fa 
much of their prutinc affinity as we find they do. We have 

* Dictvs Cret. debet!. Troj. 1. ii. c. 8. 

ill 
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in a former fe&ion endeavoured to account for the great num* 
her of words and phrafes that are* found not only in thofe nor- 
thern languages, but alfo in the Latin, Greek, Arabic, and 
Perjic which (hew them to have been fo many diale&s 
of the old Celtic ; if thofe few relicks of the Scythian, 
which we have left in the names of their Icings, tribes, and 
diftri&s, do not fo plainly appear to be of Celtic extraction, 
we muft remember, they have paft through fo many different 
hands, and have fo often changed their drefs, efpecially among 
the Greets, that they may be eafily fuppofed to have quite 
loft their antient form. We may add, that fome of them are 
perfectly Greek or tranflated from the Scythian into that lan- 
guage (E). 

Their chief manufactures feem to have confifted moftly Manufac 
in building their waggons for their families and baggage, which tures % 
being covered with the (kins of beafts, they muft have had fome 
notion of tanning them, as well as thofe with which they co- 
vered their own bodies. We may likewife reafonably fup- 
pofe, that they fabricated their own weapons, which were 
fcymitars, javelins, axes, but efpecially bows and arrows, at 
which they are faid to have been fo expert, that their very 
children were trained to ftioot at a mark even as they rode on 
horfeback ; infomuch, that it became a common proverb, 
That the Scythians were as dexterous at their bow, as the Greeks 
were at their lyre. Hence Cyaxares, king of Media , is report- 
ed to have fent his fon to be brought up under them to learn 
the ufe of the bow. They were no lefs expert horfcmen f (F), 
infomuch, that we find them called »'*rwrofeT*» by Herodotus 

l Herodot. lib. i. 

(E) Of this kind is the name of the Oawes, a Scythian tribe, 
fo called in Herodotus from their living upon the eggs of wild fowl, 
and comes from the Greek wv. The Nomades were fo called from 
>©f«) paft ure. Of the fame extraction, were the Hyppopodes, Andro- 
pbagi, and feverai others, whicli we need not point out to the 
reader 

(F) This the learned Bochart obferves the words of the pro- 
phet 7) to allude to, where fpeaking of the army of Magog or 

Srythia, he calls their horfc ty|S3*0 D'tSHfll D>D1D» 

SuJJtm tipar a/him Ic^ulhi . \1iklol y horfes and borfemen> c loathed <witl> 

perfc&ion, or com pi early di/aplined and armed y or, as Ktmchi renders 
it, expert in all kind of weapons, and our Englrjh verfion eloathed 
with all kind of Armour ; for fuch it appears the Scythian horfe 

were. 



(j) Ezek. xxxviii. 3. 
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and Lucian. And their very women are affirmed to have 
been fo well inured to riding and fhooting, that they did not 
come one jot behind the men The antients obferve, that 
they had neither mules nor alTes ; and the reafon they give is, 
that the country was too cold for thofe creatures. Experience 
has fince fhewn the contrary, at leaft with refpeift to the lat- 
ter; but the true reafon feems to be, that their horfes, which 
they bred in great quantities, could anfwer all the purpofes of 
the other two, and at the fame time be more fwift and' expe- 
ditious than they whenever occaiion required it. 

As for agriculture, it doth not appear that they had any. 
Herodotus indeed tells us of one province of them, whofe in- 
habitants called themselves Olbicpolitans^ and the Greeks Bo- 
ryjihcmansi as they lived on .the north fide of that river; and 
thefe he likewife called hufbandmen, becaufe they fowed grain, 
not for food, but for fale h. But the reft of the Scythians 
wholly neglected it, choofing rather to roam where they found 
the beft pafture for their cattle, and contenting themfelves 
with the fponraneous product of the earth without being at 
the trouble of manuring it. And this is in all likelihood the 
caufe why we read of fo many deferts, vaft forefts, and large 
uninhabited tradls of land between tribe and tribe, in the 
writings of ancient hiftorians and geographers. What they 
did with the wool of their flocks we read not, but by their 
cloathing themfelves with the fkins of wild or tame beafts *, 
as we are told they did, one may conclude, they did not ma- 
nufacture it. And as thofe fkins were of their own drefling, 
they wanted ftill Jefs the help of foreign manufactures. Smiths 
they muft have had, both for their various arms, making 
their waggons, and other neceflary tools ; and as to their ar- 
rows, darts, javelins, and fuch like weapons, if their head* 
were made of copper, as it is probable they were, if the ftory 
we have related above of the large copper veflel that was made 
of them be literally true, there was ftill lefs art required in 
making them, fince they might eafily caft them in a mould* 
Their bows might alfo be made of the fame metal like thofe 
of other ancient nations, though it is not improbable, they 
might alfo have fome fmiths to forge iron and fteel weapons, 
befides thofe they might take from their enemies. It is indeed 
hardly to be fuppofed, they could make their waggons with- 
out the help of fuch artifts, though upon the whole it doth 

g Id. lib iv. Lucian. in Toxar. & Hermot. Mkla, lib. i. c. 
21. iii. iv. Boc h art. ubi fupra, &al. *» Hjirooot. ubifupra. 
Justin, lib. ii. c. 2. Mzla,8c al. 1 Id. ibid. 
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appear, that they wanted as few trades as any nation, and 
ufed none they could poffibly do without- 

Their chief riches and food confiding in their numerous 
herds, they entrufted the care of them to Shepherds, who Shepherds 
were a lower rank of Scythians below the martial men, and and mar- 
had Haves and captives under them. They ufed to move from tial men. 
pafture to pafture, with the perfons and families which were 
unfit to go to the wars- Thefe did chiefly live upon honey- 
and milk, efpecially that of their mares, from which creature, 
if Herodotus was rightly informed, they had a ftrange way of 
forcing plenty of it by blowing wind into their privities. 
What provifions the warlike fort made, when they were ab- 
fent from their flocks, we cannot guefs, and it is likely when 
they came into an enemies country, they took care to feize 
upon all the cattle they could meet with. 

From an inftance or two we read of their kings, it feems Polygamy, 
as if they allowed of polygamy, and were not over ftrict in 
their marriages. Some we find took wives from other nati- 
ons, and one of them we read of, who married his own fa- 
ther's widow, but whether the fame liberty was allowed to 
private men we cannot affirm. The reafon the Scythians 
gave for abhorring the bacchanalian feafts of the Greeks, name- 
ly, that4t was unreafonable to fuppofe that a god fhould drive 
men into all the violent tranfports of madnefs, feems to £hew 
that drunkennefe was not common among them. And indeed 
we do not find, jthat they were much given to feafting. One f ea ftinz* 
wine feaft they had, however, once a year in every diftrid:, 
for thofe who, as we hinted before, had fignalized themfelves 
by killing one or more of their enemies. Another we read of, 
which was ufed at funerals, and with which we fhall clofe this 
article, fince we have no more to fay concerning their other 
cuftoms. 

We have already fpoken of the funeral obfequies which p tlJjerd i 
they paid to their monarchs. When any other perfon died, obfequies. 
his neareft relations caufed his embalmed body to be carried in a 
chariot from houfeto houfe among his friends and acquaintance, 
who received and feafted them in their turn, fetting pare of the 
fame things before the deceafed, which they did to their gucfts. 
This was continued forty days, after which the perfon was 
buried, and his attendants went and purified themfelves, not 
by any ablution, but by the fmoke of fome hemp feed pecu- 
liar to the country, which, being thrown upon fome burning 
ftones, emitted a much more agreeable perfume than the fran- 
kincenfe ufed in Greece, and fo tranfportcd the company as to 
fet them a howling aloud. This fervid inftead of vva/h/ng, 
which the Scythians^ our author tells us, never pra&iled. Not 

P p 2 even 
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How their even the women, who ufed, inftead of it, to anoint their 
women bodies and face with a pafte, which they made with cyprefs, 
f referred ce( j ar an J frankincenfe, ground upon aroughftone, andfoak- 
thetr beau- e( j j n water . w hich pafte, being taken ofF the next day, 
9' rendered their fkins clean, fhining, andfweet'. 

There remains, that we fhould fay a word or two of 
thofe other petty kingdoms of Scythia, and of fome particu- 
larities, wherein they differed from the royal Scythians. For 
whether they were all really defcended from the fame ftock, as 
we fuppofed it in the beginning, or whether they did fp ring from 
fome other of Magog's brethren, yet fince they inhabited fo 
confiderable a part of Scytbia, and made fuch figure in the 
hifiory of their wars in conjundtion with the royal tribes, 
we cannot well omit at leaft thofe of the greateft note. 
Sarmati- The Sarmatians, we have already hinted, are affirmed by 

Herodotus to have been the offspring of the Scythians (G) and 
jfmazons. Thefe warlike women, or, as their Scythian name 
Aior Patta imports, Man- /layers, in their flight from the 
Grecians having landed near the precipices of the Palus Mao- 
ris belonging to the free Scythians, and having been perfuaded 
to be married to them, did in their turn prevail upon them 
to leave that part of Scythia, where they pretended they could 

* Herodot. ubi fupra. 
(G) Some authors, however, from a paflage in Pliny (8), where 

he tells us, that they were retorted to be defcended from the Medes, 

and another out of Jujiin, who tells us, that the language of the 
Parthiam was a mixture of Scytbic and Medijbfo), have fuppofed, that 
the Sarmatians, who mod refemble the Parthians, were the offspring 
of the Medes ; and that the name of Sarmatian was only a corrup- 
tion of the Chaldee VfQ Sheer Madai ( 10), a refidue or fprout 
of the Medes. We can affirm nothing certain about it, but yet we 
think Herodotus may be more relied upon than the other two, who 
fpoke at a much greater diftance of time and place than he. How- 
ever, if what they fay be true, it proves what we obferved before, 
that the defendants of Gomer and his brothers did make their mi- 
grations as it were in columns, and only feparated by degrees from 
each other. 

As to the Partbians y though their name in the ySeythic and Celtic 
fignifies feparated^ it feems probable, that they . were rather Gome- 
r tans ox Celtes driven out by their own countrymen, who having for- 
ced themfelves into a country of the Medes were by them called 
Par tbi arts, or banifhed (11). 



(») lib. vi. c. 7. ^ ( 9/ lib. xli. ( 10) Fid Me/a, lib. ill c. 4 
y a/ib. Bod art. lib. iii, c. 14. (i 1) Vid> Pezron. Ant. Nat. ch. ir . 
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not conveniently live with them, and to pafs into the province 
of Sarnjatia on the other fide of the Tanais. Hence our au- 
thor fays, the Sarmatian women retained ftill the Amazonian 
temper and way of life, being more warlike than the reft of 
the Scythian females 5 and the language of the country became 
a corrupt Scythian^ becaufe the Amazons never could perfectly 
learn that language, but taught it their offspring, corrupt as 
themfelves fpake it. Here it chiefly was, that virgins were 
unqualified for matrimony till they had difpatxhed an enemy 
in the field k . 

TtiETaurians had this inhuman cufto n,that they facrificed Taurians. 
to a virgin all that were Ihipwrecked, and all the Grecians which 
they caught upon their coafts. This bloody offering was per- 
formed by knocking the perfon on the head with a club, after 
many dire imprecations, and flinging his carcafe down the hill 
on which their temple was built, or, as others told our author, 
by burying the body, and referving only the head to be ftuck 
on a pole. Thefe Taurians pretended, that the virgin 
mon whom they thus worfliipped was Iphigenia Agamemnon's 
daughter. They lived chiefly by war and rapine, and were 
very cruel to thofe that fell into their hands. The Agatbyrfi- Agathyr* 
ans are faid. to have had their women in common in order to fians. 
link the men more ftri&ly together, and to prevent jealoufies 
and other ill effe&s of matrimony. The Neurian province Ncurians. 
being infefted whith dangerous ferpents, they were at length 
forced to leave it for that of the Budians. They obferved the 
cuftoms of Scytbia in mod particulars, only pretended to 
greater /kill in magic than they, and were reported to be 
transformed into wolves for a few days, after which they refu- 
med their own ihape K 

The worft of all were the Androphagi ox men-eaters^ who Budians^r 
obferved neither law nor juftice, and had nothing in common Andro- 
with the reft, but their drefs and breeding of cattle. The phagi. 
Melanchamtans were fo called for affe&ing to go always in 
black : they followed the Scythian cuftoms, except that they 
fed upon human flefh, which the free Scythians did not, nor 
indeed any other tribes, at lea ft as common food, but only 
on fome particular occasions, fuch as we {hall have occafion 
to mention by-and-by. The Budians were a populous nation 
famed for blue eyes and red hair : in this province above all 
the reft did they build them a city, and called it Gelonus, 
whofc houfes and high walls were of timber, and each fide of the 
walls was three hundred ftades in length : it had temples and 
chapels dedicated to the Grecian gods ; and here they eelebra- 



* Id. ibid. Me r. a, ubi fupra. 1 Id. il id. « Id. ibid. 
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Geloni- ted the Bacchanalia tricnnially. The people of the province 
am. differed from that of the city, in that the former applied them- 

felves to the keeping of cattle, and thefe to till their land, 
plant gardens, and live upon the produit of them and of their 
cornvfields ; in a word, thefe Gelonians had fo much better 
minds than the Budians, that they feemed, and in our author's 
opinion really were, another people. This province yielded 
otters, beavers, and other fuch animals : their fkins fewed to- 
gether were ufed for garments, and the tefticles againft hyfteric 
difeafes. The Ocenes, Panotij Arimafpai in Scythia Europaa 
we have fpoken of in a former note, and have nothing more 
to add to it here, except that they did more refemble the royal 
Scythians than any others, in moft particulars, efpecially in 
their warlike genius, and fimplicity of living. 
Scythian The laft two nations or tribes of Scythians worth our notice 
Nomades. were the Scythian Nomades, inhabiting, as we have feen, up- 
on the north-weft of the Cafpian fea, and the Majfagetes on 
the eaft. As for the Amazons^ as they are accounted fome- 
what fabulous, wefhallfpeak of them in a feparate note (H). 

' The 



(H) Concerning thefe fo famed and fo much queffioned female 
warriors, it were endlefs to trouble ourfelves with all that has been 
written on either fide ; thofe feem to come neareft the truth, who 
neither altogether reject what has been faid of them by the antients, 
nor altogether credit all the wonders that are recorded of them. If 
we compare the warlike genius of the Scythian women in general, 
and more particularly that of the Sarmatians, in whofe neighbour- 
hood lived thefe Amazons if they were not originally of the fame 
blood, with the occafion which gave birth to this flrange kind of 
government, namely, the treacherous murder of their hufbands, and 
their being in danger of becoming a prey to their murderers and in a 
ftrange country ; if, I fay, we confider all thefe circumftances, 
there will be nothing fo improbable in the brave and mafculine me- 
thod they took to fave themfelves from flavery and to revenge the 
daughter of their hufbands. We may add, that the Scythian as 
well as Celtic women weie antiently held in great authority and 
veneration, for their fkil! in divination above the men, infomuch, 
that the latter are even upbraided by antient authors (i 2) for fufFe- 
ling them to aflift at and fleer their councils as they pleafed, and to 
have even prefided in all courts of judicature and other aflemblies ; 
in which their judgment was generally reckoned decifive, becaufe 
they were fuppofed to be divinely infpired (13). Being therefore 

{12) V 'id. Tacit.de Mar. German, cap. viii &*alib Polyarn. in Stra- 
tagem I vii. Plutarch, lib. de *oirt. Mulier. Cof. Comment l.l.c. 50. 
itrab. Geograph. lib. vii. ( 1 3) Vid Keyjler. antiq. Septentr. dijfert 5. 

thui 
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The Nomades difFercd fo little from the royal Scythians^ except 
in this appellative, that we fliall need fay no more about them, 
than that they did, like them, follow a wandering life, living 
no longer in one place than they found plenty of pafture for 
their cattle \ after which they removed to freih grounds, and 
when called to the wars, left their families and flocks with 
their fliepherds till their return p. The 

p Mela, lib. iii- c. 6. 

thus inured to council, execution, and warlike exploits, exafperated 
by the treacherous butchery of their hufcands, and become, as it 
were, defperate at the profpeS of their impending flavery, we need 
not wonder, that they fo foon fell upon the moft effe&ual means of 
making a noble defence; and, like fo many heroines, having chofen 
one or two of the wifeft and flouted: among them to lead them to 
an offenfive war againft their enemies, they carried it on with fuch 
courage and conftancy, and with fuch furprifing fuccefs. And if 
their warlike temper, their government, cuftoms, valour, conduft, 
and achievements, have been exaggerated beyond credibility, it is 
no more than hath been done with refpeft to other nations, govern- 
ments, kingdoms, and conquerors, whom it were neverthelefs ab- 
furd to treat as fabulous upon that account It is certainly more 
equitable to make the fame allowance in both cafes, than to fuppofe, 
that fo many hiftorians, who have written of either of them, were 
guilty of wilful forgery, or too great credulity ( 14). 

The occation of this new female government was as follows : 
Two noble Scythian youths, whom our author calls Hylinos and 
Scolopitus ( 1 5), having been forced to yield to a contrary fa&ion* 
about the time of the firft irruptions of the Scythians into Jjta, 
and in the reign of Sefoflris king of Egypt, retired into part 
of CappaJocia with their wives and families. They brought 
with them alfo a very confiderable number of warlike youths, 
by whofe affiftance they got poffeflion of the region of T&r- 
tnofciria % on the river ihermoiott^ from which they ufed to make 
frequent incurfions into the neighbouring countries for feveral 
years, till they were at length all treacheroufly, murdered by 
thofe nations. Their wives were no fooner apprifed of it, than, part- 
ly through fear of flavery and partly through defire of revenge, they 
put themfelves under the conduft of fome of their greateft heroines, 
and prepared for a bloody war againft the murderers. That nothing 
might obftruft their fury, they renounced all future marriages with 
mankind, calling it an unworthy kind of flavery, and deftroyed 
the refidue of their husbands who had efcaped the daughter, that 
fo, being all upon the fame foot, they might purfue their defignt 
with equal ardour and courage. The confequenco was, that they fell 

( 14) m S. W. Raw!, hiji. lib. iv. e. z.fi&. xv. ( 1 5) Juftin. 
ex frog. /. ii. c. 4, 

■poa 
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Mafia- Th e Majfagetes did likewife imitate the free Scythians in 
getes. their habit, manner of living, arms, and warlike genius ; but 

they 

upon the conquerors with fuch bravery and fuccefs, that they total- 
ly overthrew them, greatly enlarged their own dominions, and made 
their neighbour* fue to them for peace. One of their conditions was, 
that they mould yearly have a month's intercourfe with each other, 
in order to keep up the breed, after which they brought up all their 
girls in their own way, cutting off their right breafts, that they 
might be no obftrudion to their mooting, whence they came to be 
called Amazons ; and as for the boys that were born to them, 
they either killed them, according to our author *, or fent them back 
to their fathers, according to Herodotus. ■ 

Thefe furprifing exploits were atchieved under the government 
and conduct of two. famous queens, Lampeda or Lampeto, and Mar- 
ihefta or /Marpejsa, who boafted themfelves to be the daughters of 
Mars ; and having carried their conquefts into AJia and built fome 
cities there, this laft, who had been left there with an army to fe- 
cure their conqueft, whilft the former returned home loaden with 
fpoils, was afterwards furprifed, and cut off with the reft of her 
female warriors by fome bands of barbarians. 

She was fucceeded by her daughter Ortara or Orthya, whofe 
valour, added to her living in perpetual virginity, did not 'a little 
raife the glory of the Amazonian name. To this fucceeded Ant to- 
pha, whole fitters, Hypotite and Menalippe, are reported to have 
challenged Hercules and The/ens 9 and to have been with great diffi- 
culty overcome by thofe two heroes. 4. Penthejilea was another 
famous Amazonian queen, who is faid to have come at the head of 
an army of her viragoes to the affift 

'Tis added, that fhe was the inventrefs of the battle-ax^ and was 
at length killed by Pyrrhus the fon of Achilles. Some other parti- 
culars related of thefe heroines finell fo much of the fable, that we 
fhall dwell no longer upon them (16). 

The b oody rencounter between Thomyris, another of their war- 
like queens, and Cyrus king of Perfia has been taken notice of in 
another chapter f ; and the amorous one between Alexander the 
Great, and the famous queen lhaleftris fhall be fpolcen of in its 
proper place. It is under this laft that the Amazonian race and 
kingdom is faid to have received its final period. 

We muft not omit fome other memorable occurrences concerning 
a colony of thefe female worthies, which happened in the reign of 
fome of the foregoing queens ; it is not eafy to guefs which j and 
which are mentioned by another author (17) in his hiftory of the 

Scythians. 

* Juftin ex Trog. /. ii. c. 4. ( 16 J Vid. Jul}, uhi fupra 

& Paufan. in Attic, c. ii. f fyl. IF. p. 5 30. (17) 
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they ufed, befides bows, and arrows, for which thofe were fo 
^med, javelins and fcyrnitars. Brafs fcrved them initead of 

fteel 

The Grecians, who had obtained a fignal victory over the data* 
zons, near the river Thermo don, were carrying off the refidue that 
had efcaped the flaughter, in three fliips, into their own country. 
While they were at fea, the Amazons confpired againft them, and 
killed all the men they had on board with them ; bur, being alto- 
gether unacqaainted with navigation, even with the ufeof the rud- 
der, fails, and oars, they were driven by the wind and tide, to 
the precipices of the Pains Maotis, in the territories of the free 
Scythians. Here they got afhore, and marching up into the coun- 
try, they feized upon the firft fet of horfes they could come at, and 
began to plunder the inhabitants. The Scythians, unacquainted 
with their language, fex, and drefs, could not tell what to make 
of thefe invaders, they took them at firft Co be youths, but after a 
fkirmifli or two, in which fome of them were taken prifbners, had 
convinced them of the contrary, they refolved not to kill them, 
but to fend a party of youths to watch their motions ; with orders, 
that if they were attacked by them, they mould flee from them, 
and as foon as they ceafed their purfuit, encamp at the neareft dis- 
tance they could, refolved if polfible to have fome children by 
thefe brave women. Thefe obferving, that the Scythian youths did 
not come with any hoftile defign, fuffered them to continue in their 
neighbouring ftation, whilft they, having nothing but their horfes 
and arms, lived in their old manner by hunting and plunder. It 
was their cuftom to withdraw themfelves from the reft about noon, 
either fin gle or by couples, to comply with the neceflities of na- 
ture, which when the Scythian youths obferved, they did fo like- 
wife ; by this means one of thefc walking alone met with a /ingle 
Amazon, and though they could not fpeak to each other, yet /he 
found a way to let him underftand, that if he would meet her there 
on the next day, accompanied with another Scythian, me would 
likewife bring a companion with her. The up/hot was, that both 
the camps were prefently joined into one, and every Scythian took 
to wife the Amazon, whom chance threw in his way. The wo- 
men had no fooner got a fmattering of the Scythian language, than 
they were given to underftand by their new Juifbands, that the/ 
had their parents and pofTeffions in that neighbourhood, to whom 
they had a defire to return, inviting the women to follow them 
thither. But thefe replied, that as they had ever been ufed to 
draw the bow, dart a javelin, mount a horfe, and all fuch warlike 
exercifes, to which they fuppofed the Scythian women altoge- 
ther unaccuftomed, they could not bear the thoughts of going 
to live among them, and exchange their warlike way of living 
for their indolent one. They therefore exhorted them, if they 
retained flill the fame conjugal afFedion for them, to go and re- 
ceive their feveral portions of wealth from their parents, and to 
jrcturn to them, which they readily complied with. At their re- 

Vol. V. Q^q turn, 
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fteel for making their offenfive weapons, and as to their de- 
fenflve ones, they added fome ornaments made of gold, 
efpecially in their helmets, belts, and armour- Their horfes 
were likewife fenced with a breaft-plate of brafs, whilft their 
bridles, and other furniture, were adorned with gold ; for 
filver an J iron were not ufed by them, becaufe their country 
Sow bar- ^ jj.j no t produce them. Though every man was obliged to 
baious cuj- marr y a w jf Ci y et t hey held them all in common : fo that when 
J ' n5 * a man met with a woman to his liking, he took h^r into his 

chariot or waggon, and lay with her without any further ce- 
remony, than the hanging up his quiver at the head of it. 
This cuftom, Herodotus tells us, was unjuftly attributed to 
all the Scythians by the Greeks, whereas it was peculiar to 
the Majfagetcs only*. A more inhuman cuftom than this 
the fame author tells us they had ; that when a man had 
once attained to old age, which was not fo much limited by 
law as inferred from concurrfng fymptoms, all his relations 
met and facrificed him, together with a number of cattle of 
fcveral kinds, and having boiled the flefli all together, they 
fat down to it as to a feaft. This kind of death was ac- 
counted by them the moft happy, as that of dying by ficknefs 
was reckoned unfortunate ; becaufe thefe laft were to be bu- 
ried, infiead of coming to the honour of being facrificed to 
their gods, and feafted upon by their neareft relations and 
intimate friends. The fun was the only deity they worfhip- 
ped, and to him they facrificed horfes, which being reckoned 
the nobleft and fwiftelt of all creatures, they thought moft 
proper to be offered to the nobleft and fwifteft of all the gods. 
They neither fowed nor planted, but contented themfelves 

S Herodot. lib. i. ad fin em. 

turn, their wives acquainted them farther, that fince they had 
deprived them of their parents, and committed feveral depreda- 
tions in that country, they thought it much fafer to go and fiw 
their habitation on the other fide of the Tanais, This was like- 
wife agreed to, and having croffed that river, after three day* 
march eastward of that river, and three more northward from the 
lake Mt'otis, they arrived and fettled in the country of Sarmatia, 
where they continued ilill in our author's time. Hence it is, that 
the Sarmatia;: women are by far the greateft warriors of all the 
Scythians ; and hence proceeds the corruption of their language ; 
for the Amazon* not having been able to learn, and confequently 
to teach, their children the true Scythic, the SarmatUn became a 
mixture of that and of the Amaxomc. Thus carte the fame of thofe 
female warriors to fpread itfelf into Europe and Afia \ as for thofe 
hi .ImaUa, they (lull be fpoken of in their proper place. 

With 
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with the milk and flefh of their cattle, and with fifh, of 
which the laxartes did yield them a very great plenty r . In Their 
a word, the two forementioned cuftoms excepted , they were worth* 
efteemed the nobleft of all the Scythians f , being equal to the 
royal tribe hi valour and prowefs, and exceeding them in 0- 
pulence. 



SECT. VII. 



*£he hiftory of the Scythian kings. 

WHAT has been obferved in fome of the foregoing Sey^jjisn 
fe&ions, concerning the barrennefs of Scythian re- c h rom f n7 
cords, and of other hiftorians concerning that na- JW t tQ 1/ 
tion, will eafily convince our readers, that it would be a vain attained. 
attempt to give any light to the chronology of it, or even to 
a regular hiftory of their kings, whofe names and exploits 
He occafionally fcattered in Herodotus^ and other more recent 
hiftorians, without any order of time, or any index, where- 
by one may give the leaft guefs into it, at leaft till their in- 
vafion of Afia^ and engaging into wars with fome of the Afui- 
tic monarchs. Till then, it is probable, they confined their 
conquefts to Europe^ and made their incurfions only againft 
their neighbours, which though perhaps originally defcended 
from the fame ftock, yet, like a great many other nations, 
fuch as the Ammonites* and Moabites, Edomites ami IfraeliteSj 
and many more, had either quite obliterated, or were be- 
come regardlefs of, their former affinity. And this fecms to 
have been rtioft probably their cafe, becaufe they cultivated 
no art, but that of war and plunder, without troubling 
themfelves about recording their afts and genealogies. The 
Celtes indeed had their Curetes, and other European nations 
their Bards and D?*uids, who celebrated their exploits in 
verfe, as we have lhewn in a former fe&ion % , but we do not 
find any footfteps of the Scythians having had any fuch per- 
fons among them ; fo that tradition, fuch as it could be got, 
feems to have been the only fountain from which our antient 
hiftorians have drawn all their intelligence concerning that 
nation, and which they have been forced to convey to us in 
as confufed and irregular a manner as they had received it. 

The following is a lift of Scythian kings, as we find 
them mentioned by Herodotus^ fuji'm, Diodonts, Strubo> and 

r Mela, CluvCr. & al. f Vid. Str ab. I. xi, pair. Dioto. 
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Scythes 



SagiIIu3 



Mela\ but without any note of time, either about the be- 
ginning, length, or end of their reigns. Neither can we af- 
firm, that they fucceeded one another in the order we have 
fet them down, or even whether they all reigned over the 
fame nations, or fome of them over one or more tribes, and 
others over other tribes. However, we fhaJl to the lift of 
their names fubjoin fuch particular facte as we have recorded 
of any of them, and with which we fhall be forced to clofe 



this hiftory. 



Kings of Scythia. 



1 



3 
4 

5 

6 

7 
S 



Scythes. 

Napis. 

Pbithra. 

Sagillus or Protothyas 

Ma dyes. 
Thomyris. 
yancyrus. 
Indathyrfus \ 



9 

10 

ir 



12 
*3 



Targitaus 
Calaxais. 

Scholypethes 
or perhaps 
rather 

Scythopetes. 
Panaxagoras 
Tanais. 



14 Saulius. 

15 Spargapifes. 

1 6 Aripethes. 

17 Scyles. 

18 Ottawa fades 

19 Ariantes. 
10 Atbeas. 

21 Lambinus. 



Scythes is that fabulous fon of Hercules, begotten on a 
monfter of whom we have fpoken in a former note, and from 
whom the Scythian nation was affirmed by the fabulous 
Greeks to have taken their name, if not to be defcended a . 
This hiftory feems to have been invented by the Greeks? for 
no other end than to fully the origin of the noble and war- 
like Scythians, to whom they were no doubt vaftly inferior 
in power, courage, virtue, and other accomplifliments, as the 
reader will cafily fee by comparing the hiftory of thefe, with 
what we fliall relate, in a fubfequent chapter, of the more 
obfeure and barbarous beginnings of the Grecian nation. 

Sagillus is fa id to have fent his fon Panafagoras, who is 
perhaps the fame with Protothyas, the father of Madyes, with 
an army of horfe, to the affiftance of Oritbya, queen of die 
Amazons, againft Tbefeus king of Athens. To perfuade him 
to it, fhe let him know, that the Amazons were of Scythian 
race, that it was mere ncceffity that had obliged them to dis- 
patch their Surviving hufbands, and to ereft themfelves into 
a female monarchy, and to engage in this war. In a word, 
fhe ufed all the arguments that could induce the Scythian 
king to her affiftance; his fon came accordingly with a large 
army of horte, but prefently after his arrival, upon fome 
difguft which that prince took at thofe brave heroines, he left 
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them to the mercy of their enemies, who foon after gained 
the victory over them b . 

Madyes, of whom we have fpoken in a former chapter*, Madyes. 
and fuppofed to be the fame with the Jndathyrfus of Strabo, 
though different from that of Herodotus, was the fon of Pro- 
tothyas, and a warlike prince. Under his condu£i it was, 
that the Scythians, having drove the Cymmerians or northern 
Celtes out of Europe, and purfued them into JJia, invaded 
the country of the Medes, and heid the greater part of upper 
AJia in fubjeflion twenty eight years. The occafion of their 
cjuarrei with the Cymmerians^ and of this dfiatic irruption, 
is indeed no where to be found ; but may, however, be eafi- 
ly guefied at. Scythia, we obferved, was more fruitful of 
men than of food and fuftenance ; it was hemmed on the 
north by intolerable frofts and (nows: where fiiould they 
then difcharge their over-fwelling multitudes, but towards 
the more inviting regions of the fouth, where the inhabitants, 

vjjeing probably as much accuftomed to an eafy and deiicatc 
'^We,as tbofe were to a hardy and warlike one, were moft like- 
ly to yield them if not their country, yet at leaf! a free 
paflage through it, and afSftthem with all nccejDries of life, 
that they might be the fooner rid of them ? Hence it is, that 
they fo fwiftly paffed into Afia, and led their victorious army 
even into Egypt . But here we are told, they were prevail- 
ed upon by king Pfammiti chits, either by prefents or en- 
treaties, to proceed no farther. They made likewife fome 
incurfions into the land of the Philijlhvs ; and it was in this 
expedition that they took the city of Bethfocam from the half 
tribe of Manajfeh on this fide Jordan, and called it by their 
name the city of the Scythians, or Scythopclis, as we have 
hinted in the hiftory of the Medes \. In their return through 
Syria fome of their ftragglers plundered the temple of Venus 
at J/calon, and for their facrilege were punifned with he- 
morrhoides, or, as others fay, with that kind of it, which 
is only common to the other fex ; which did alfo cleave to 
their pofterity as a brand of infamy. 

They might probably have held their dominion in /Ifia 
much longer than they did, had not their indolence and exac- 
tions orj the one hand, and the treachery of Cya-arcs king 
of the Medes on the other, put an end to it, in the manner 
we have related in that hiuory. What became of the reft 
that furvived the flaughter we can only guefs at: Many of 
them might fubmit themfelvcs to the Aluks, and continue 
there j but a much greater number went, as is fuppofed, and 
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fcrved Nebuchadnezzar , part of whofe army is faid to have 
confifted of all the families of the north j but the greateft 
part, according to Herodotus, marched towards Scythia c 9 
where they met with an unexpe&ed reception from their fer- 
vants and flaves. This ftory is fomewhat differently reported, 
as well as that of their Afiatic expedition, and the time they 
fpent in it : Jujlin, who calls this their third expedition, 
fays, it lafted but eight years <*, during which their wives, 
having given them over for loft, on account of the great dif- 
tance between them, had married their fervants and flaves ; 
to whom, as we have obferved, their mafters ufed upon all 
fuch excurfions to commit the care of their families and cat- 
tle. As foon therefore as the Scythians were entered into the 
confines of their own territories, this upftart race of flaves 
fent to forbid their mafters to approach nearer at their pe- 
ril. 

But Herodotus, who fpeaks of this expedition as their firft 
into Afia, and affirms it to have lafted twenty eight years, 
adds e , that their wives, unufed to be fo long idle, had 
taken their fervants and flaves to their beds, from whom 
this new generation was fprung, which obftru&ed their maf- 
ters return into Scythia, after they had fuffered themfelves to 
be driven out of their AJiatic conquefts by the Medes. This 
laft is the more probable of the two in many refpefts, and a- 
grees better with thofe other authors, who affirm, as was ob- 
served before, that the Scythians held the dominion of Afia 
twenty eight years. However that be, this flavifh offspring, 
having timely notice of their mafters returning home, had fo 
well fortified and intrenched themfelves againft them, that 
they would in all probability have kept them out, had not 
ibme of the wifcr Scythians bethought themfelves of a ftrata- 
gem, which quite difcomfited that rebellious rout. 

Ti-iey had already had feveral /kirmifhes with equal fuc- 
cefs on both fides, when one of the Scythian lords told the 
reft, that it was a fhamcful tiling for them to fight with their 
flaves ns with their equals, and that if they defigned to force 
them into fubmiffion, they muft fall upon them, not with 
warlike weapons, but with whips and fcourges, fuch as they 
were formerly wont to chaftifc them with. This advice was 
followed with furprifing fuccefs, and the flavifh rebels were 
taken with fuch a panic at this new and unexpected kind of 
war, that they laid down their arms and fled with the ut- 
moft precipitation. As many of them as could be caught 
were put to the moft cruel deaths, whilft their miftreflcs, 

c Herodot. lib. i. lib. ii. c. 5. ? lib. j v . 
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confcious of their guilt, fought to avoid their hufbands refent- 
ment, by hanging, or fome other fpeedy death (I). After 
this fignal vi&ory over their rebellious Haves, the Scythians, ac- 
cording to 'Jujiin, enjoyed a long and unmolefted peace till 
the days of Jancyrus^ of whom we fhall fpeak by-and-by. We 
mull, however, except the invafion which happened under 
the next reign we are going to mention. 

lloomyris, To?nyris y or Tamyris, was that heroine whom, Tomyr 
we are told, * Cyrus the great did, or at leaft pretended tq, 
court in marriage, and was fending an embafly to treat about 
it. But ihe fuppofing that her kingdom, rather than her 

* He rodot. lib. i. ad fin. 

(I) It is plain by thefe Scythians leaving their wives, fervantF, 
and baggage behind, that they defigned to return again from Afia ; 
for it is {carce probable, that their defign was to conquer fome fpa- 
cious country there, and then to come back to fetch them thi- 
ther. And therefore we conclude, as we obferved above* that 
they only went to affifl: thofe new colonies, which they were ob- 
liged to difcharge from time to time for want of room, to make a 
good fettlement there, after which they deligned to return to their 
own homes, as ufual. 

However that be, this adventure feems plainly to contradift a 
ftory which Herodotus tells of the Scythians f that they ufed to put 
out the eyes of their flaves : for it can hardly be fuppofed, that this 
flavifh army that oppofed their return, was wholly a new off- 
fpring, unlefs we can believe that their wives took their blind flaves 
into their beds almoft as foon as jheir husbands backs were turned 
from them. 

As for the war itfelf between the matters and flaves, it is fo far 
from being a fidlion, or fo much as doubted of in thofe parts, even 
at this day, that we are told, that the Novogradians , whofe city 
ftands in the Sat motion Scythia, did caufe a coin, which they call 
a Dingoe Novogradjkoi, to be ftampt in memory of it, which had a 
man on horfeback, making a whip aloft in his hand, and which 
has been current ever fince throughout all Rujjia f. 

It is probable like wife, that ic was from this breach of conjugal 
faith in the Scythian wives, that the cuftom has been fince eftablifli- 
ed among the Mufcovlte women of prefenting their future fpoufe, 
even in the time of their courtfhip, with a Pudiiy, or whip, wrought 
with their own hand , in token both of a greater fubjeftion and 
fidelity than their Scythian anceftries, or moft probably to put them 
in mind of their fault 3 and of their own duty, whenever they 
chance to forget it. 

f Vid, FIttcb, Rtif. Commonwealth, c. W, *p. Raw/. /. ii. c. 2$. 
fin. iv. 

pcrfon, 
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perfon, was the obje<3: of his wifhes, fent exprefs orders to 

the ambafiadors not to proceed farther. Cyrus, provoked ei- 
ther at her refufal, or at her fufpecting his artifice, advanced 
with his army againft the Majfagetes, who were then under 
her dominion. What the ifluc of this expedition was, -and 
what credit may be given to the ftory of his tragical end, and 
the revenge which that exafperated princefe took of him, we 
have already feen in another chapter f, and fliall not re- 
peat it. 

Jancyrus. Jancyrus, a magnanimous and haughty prince, is famed 

for the noble anfwer which he fent to Darius king of Perfia, 
when he lent to demand of him the ufual prefents of earth and 
water in token of fubjedlion, and for the total defeat which 
he gave to that affuming monarch's army ; and as fuch feems 
to be the fame with Hercdctus's Indathyrfus i, or to have 
been his immediate fucceflbr. The occafion of this war with 
the Perjians is varioufly related by Jujlin % , and the laft 
quoted author : the former tells us, that the Scythian mo- 
narch had exafperated Darius by refufing to give him his 
daughter in marriage -> and the latter introduces fome Scythian 
princes, accufing him with being the firft aggreflbr, and hav- 
ing invaded the Perjian territories, whilft Darius himfelf pre- 
tended only to revenge the ravages which the Scythians had 
committed in Afia 120 years before, when they held it in fub- 
jeftion 28 years. There is therefore no other way of recon- 
ciling thefe accounts and the two different names of the AVjr- 
thian monarch, but by fuppofing . the Jancyrus of Jujlin ro 
have been the father of Indathyrfus, and that, finding that the 
refufal of his daughter had provoked the Perjian king to a war, 
he refolved to be before-hand with him, and to fend his fon 
Indathyrfus to invade his territories ; and that dying foon af- 
ter he intailed that war upon his fon, from which he after- 
wards reaped fo much glory. Herodotus might not think fit 
to tranfmit a circumftance fo much to the honour of the bar- 
barous Scythians, as that of the great Darius's feeking to con- 
trad an affinity with one of their monarchs. And it is per- 
haps for the fame reafon, that he makes the Perjian army to 
have been rather harraffed and ftarved out of Scythia, than re- 
pulfed by the known bravery of that prince and nation. As 
for Darius,if he really received fuch an affront from the king 
of Scytbia as the refufal of his daughter, it was too difhonour- 
able a pretence to ground his invafion upon ; and a more 
glorious motive muft be fought out, though at fo great a dif- 
Unce of time, to cover the true and real one. 

f Vol. IV. p. 530. 1 I. iv. * 1. ii. c. 5. 

However 
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However that be, bidathyrfus , having received the 
proud challenge from the Perfian king implied in the demand 
of earth and water, which we have elfewhere fliewn to figni- 
fy not a fupply of provifions for his army, but an acknow- 
ledgment of fubje&ion f, fent him this haughty reply ; that 
as he acknowledged no lord but his progenitor Jupiter and 
Vefta queen of the Scythians^ he would fhortly fend him a 
more fuitable prefent, and fuch a one as might perhaps make 
him repent him of his arrogance. This prefent accordingly 
was difpatched to him foon after : it was a bird, a moufe, a 
frog, and five arrows, without any farther explication ; thcfe 
arrows might perhaps allude to the number of Scythian tribes, 
which were joined with his own, of which we lhall fpeak by- 
and-by. Thefe and the living creatures Darius immediately 
interpreted in his own favour, and to have been fent in token 
of fubmiffion. But Gobryas, who knew the Scythians per- 
haps better than his matter, and compared the meflage and 
the prefent together, gave quite another fenfe to the latter ; 
namely, that the Perftans muft not hope to avoid the effe&s 
of the Scythian valour, unlefs they could either fly like birds, 
plunge like Frogs, or bury themfelves in the earth like mice. 
Whether or no this was the real meaning of the prefent, the 
preparations which he made againft him fufficiently fhew, that 
it was deligned to fignify an open defiance to the Perfian 
army (K). 

Accordingly, the king of Scythia fummoned all the 
princes of the other tribes to come to his afliftance, againft 
the common enemy and invader of their country. Thefe 
were the kings of the Gelonians^ Budians, and Sarmat'ians ; 
the Agathyrfiam , Neurians^ Androphages^ Mclancblaenians^ 

f See before, Vol. IV. p. 568. 5. F. 

(K) We have given this ftory fomewhat in a different order than 
we find it in Herodotus, who tells us, that thcfe reciprocal meffages 
were not fent till the Scythians had drawn the Perfian army into 
the fartheft parts of their country, and, as it were, intrapped them 
in the wild countries of the Melanchlcenians y Androphages y and Neu- 
rians. Had this been the cafe, there had been no great bravery in 
their fending fuch a haughty anfwer to an enemy fo harrafTed and 
entangled as Darius then was ; neither will thofe circumftances he 
then found himfclf in permit us to fuppofe that a proper time for 
his arrogant challenge to the Scythians. We think it therefore 
more probable, as it is indeed more confonant to the known cuf- 
toms of other kingdoms, that thefe meffages were interchanged at 
the beginning of the war, or before he invaded the Scythian terri- 
tories. 

Vol; V. R r and 
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and Taurians. Thefe, being aflembled in council and having 
debated the occafion of the war, were divided in their opi- 
nions ; and the three firft were the only ones who efteemed 
it a common caufe, and refoived to join Indatbyrfus in the de- 
fence of it. As for the other five, they fcnt him word, that 
as he had been the firft and only aggreflor, by invading the 
Per/tan territories without their participation, fo they did not 
think themfelvesat all concerned in the retaliation which Da- 
rius was preparing againft him. That they would therefore 
fit quiet at home, till fome hoftilities had convinced them, 
that the Per/tans defigns were equally levelled at them, in 
Which cafe they would foon convince them, that it was not 
their defign to fit idle and fuffer their own territories to be 

invaded. 

Indatbyrfus was fo exafperated at this unexpected mellage, 
that he refoived, at the fame time that he made the beft de- 
fence he could with his royal and free Scythians , and his three 
allied princes, to be revenged on the other five treacherous na- 
tions, by drawing, if poflible, the enemy into their country. 
To tins end he refoived to fight no battle in the open field, 
but gradually to withdraw his army from the frontiers, and to 
fill up all the wells and fprings, and to deftroy all the grafs 
and prcvifion as they went. He divided his army into two 
columns,* the one, under the command of Taxacis, was to 
a£l in conjunction with the GeloniansaxA Budians; the other, 
which was by far the greater, was commanded by the king 
hnnfelf; vvhilft the Sarmatians were ordered to advance to 
the territories of king Scopafis^ that, in cafe the Per/tans 



fhould come by that way, they might retire by the lake Mas- 
oiis to the river Tanais ; and upon their retiring harrafs them 
as much as they could. Taxacis was ordered to keep ftill a 
day's march before the Pcrjians^ and to tire them with fre- 
quent fkirmi/Iies, in order to draw them into the territories 
of fome of thefe five nations that had rofukd to join with 
them : and if that did not fuccced, they were left at liberty 
either to return into their own country, or to attempt any 
other means their difcretion fhould fuggeft to them. 

These orders being thus fixed, they fent away their wives 
and children towards the northern parts, together with all the 
baggage and cattle they could fparc; after which Indatbyrfus 
commanded the heft of his hcrfe to march towards the enemy, 
whilft the reft followed them by private ways. This detach- 
ment, finding the Perf i/i army advanced about three days 
march from the JJler, deltroycd all the produft of the ground 
and fled away. This caufetl the Perfians to purfue after them, 
as faft as the others retired ftill farther back, till they had 

drawn 
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drawn them through Sarmatia into the territories of the Bu- 
dianSy where they burnt and laid wafte all thzz came in their 
way. They continued their pixtfAt till they came to a great 
defert of about feven days march ; and hero Darius not 
thinking it proper to proceed farther, fet him (eir about build- 
ing fome fpacious cities at equal diilances from each other. 
Thefe 5 however, he left unfinifhed to go in purfuit of the 
flying Scythians, who by degrees drew him through the ter- 
ritories of the Melanchloenians, Jndropbages, an J Neurians y 
who had cowardly left the/n to the mercy of the Scythians, 
who failed not to lay all wafte as they went through, that the 
Perfian army might find nothing there to fubfilt on. The 
remainder of this expedition we have already given in a for- 
mer fe&ion* : the refult of which was, that the Perfian mo- 
narch was forced to retire with thelofe of the greateit part of 
his numerous army (L), glad to efcape with his own life, and 
at the expence of his glory. How much dearer ft ill this inv.a- 
fion would have coft the Perfeans, had the hnians, whom 
Darius had left to guard the bridge which he had laid over the 
IJier, kept their promife to the Scythians, and left chem to 
deftroy it, may be eafily guefled ; but they only deceived them 
with a promife that they would demolifh it, and made a fhew 
as if they were going about it in good earneft, by taking off 
fo much of it on the Scythian fide as an arrow might reach, to 
prevent the Scythians palling and demolishing it, which, how- 
ever, they foon rejoined again, when the Hying Perfians ap- 
peared ; by which means Darius once more elcaped the fury 
of the purfuing Scythians, who failed not ever after to load the 
hnians with the worft of epithets for their treachery and co- 

* Vol. IV p. 567. 8c feq. 

(L) If Herodotus's account of this tranfaclion may be credited, Darius 
was not fo much repulfed by the arms of the Scythians, as affronted 
at an unaccountable inftance of contempt which they occafionally 
mewed to him, juft as the two armies were gotn^ to engage : He 
tells us, they were both drawn up in order of bat tie, when a hare 
accidentally ftarcing in the interval between them, the Scythians 
immediately quitted their ranks with loud outcries, and in "che ut- 
moft confufion purfued after it. One would expedl that the Per- 
fians would have taken the opportunity of falling upon them whilil 
they were in this hurly-burly ; but, it Teems, Darius judged quite 
otherwife or an enemy that Ihewed fo little regard for his gallant 
army, as to turn their backs to it to run after a hare ; fo that he 
thought it high time to take Go6ryas y a advice and to fecure hi; 
treat as foon as he could, which he accordingly did that very 
night. 

R r ? 4 wardicci 
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wardice. As foon as they found, that Darius wa$ gone be- 
yond their reach, they refolved to be revenged of himfome o- 
ther way, and to make themfelves amends for the ravage they 
had been forced to make in their own country. Thrace, fo 
lately conquered by the Perfian king, became the unhappy 
vi&im of their fury : they laid it all wafte as far as the Helles- 
pont ; and rcpaffing the IJler returned into Scythia, loaden with 
the immenfe fpoils of that province. 

Saulius. Saulius, this v/as he of whom we took notice before, for 

killing Anacharjis, a prince of the blood, for having ventured 
to introduce the nocturnal rites of the mother of the gods into 
Scythia, which he had feen ufed among the Grecians. For 
though Anacharjis had chofen a private place, covered with a 
great wood, to perform this new wcrfhip in, yet he was dif- 
covercd in the midft of it by a Scythian, who went immedi- 
ately to acquaint the king with it. Saulius hafted to the place, 
and found him playing on a cymbal before the images he had 
hung upon the trees, and /hot him dead upon the fpot. Our 
author gives us here die names of three of Saulius 9 s predecef- 
fors, in a lineal defcent, viz. Spargapytbes, Cyrus, and Gna- 
rus, and of one of his fucceflbrs, viz. Indathyrfus ». 

Aripithes Aripithes had a numerous iflue, but particularly one fon 

' named Scythe:, not by a Scythian, but by an IJlrian, woman, 
who therefore brought him up in all the Grecian cuftoms and 
learning. Aripithes Leing afterwards killed by the treachery 
of the king of the Agathyrftans, this fon found means to pol- 
fefs himfelf of his father's kingdom k. 

Scythes. Scythes, though now king oiScythia, and married to one of 

his father's wives, who wasalfo a Scythian, yet preferred tire 
Grecian cuftoms, in which he had been brought up by his 
mother, to thofe of his own country. To indulge himfelf 
in them, and avoid giving offence to his fubjecls, he be- 
thought himfelf of the following ftratagem j he led his Scy- 
thians to the metropolis of the Boryjlhcnians, which is re- 
ported to be a colony of the Milefians, and leaving his army 
before the place, he entered alone into it, and, caufing the 
gates to be fliut, and centinels to be placed at each of them, 
put oft' his Scythian drefs, cloathed himfelf after the Grecian 
maimer, and walked about the city without guards or at- 
tendants. Thus he continued a whole month, conforming 
fo the Grecian worfhip, cuftoms, and drefs ; after which he 
refumed his Scythian habit, and departed. Not content with 
often repeating the fame practice, he built a palace in that 



1 Hjsropot, ibid. k Id. ibid. 
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city, and married a native of it. He was going, to be ini- 
tiated in the rites . of Bacchus, and had prepared all things for 
the ceremony, when the outward court of his fumptuous pa- 
lace, which he had adorned with marble ftatues reprefenting 
Sphynxes and griffins, was demolished by thunder. This did 
nor, however, deter him from accomplifhing his initiation ; 
but whilft ■ he was in the mid fl: of it, a Boryftheman went' and 
acquainted the Scythians with it in words to this effe£t' : you' 
upbraid us with celebrating our Bacchanals, becaufe when 
pofleffed with the god 'we lofe, you fay, the ufe ofourreafbn ; 
come now and behold your king celebrating, thofe rites with 
a divine fury, and be yourfelves eye-witneffes how that god 
has taken pofleflion of him. Some of the principal Scythians . 
were immediately introduced into the city, and with grief and 
indignation beheld their prince from one of the towers per- 
forming the. Bacchanalian rites with a numerous choir. 

At their return they, acquainted the army with what they 
had feen, which did fo enrage the Scythians, that as foonas he 
was got home they revolted from him,and chofe his brother Or- Oftama- 
tamafades in his room. Scythes being informed of the** occa- fades. 
Hon of this revolt fled into Thrace, and as foon as his brother 
had notice of it, he purfued him with a numerous army as far 
as .the banks of the IJler, where he found Sitalces, king of 
Thrace advancing to meet him. But as both armies were pre- 
paring to fight, Q&amafades* received a, mefTage from the 
Thracian king to this effe&j whyfhould we try the fortune- 
of war, thou art my lifter's fon and halt my brother with • 
thee, deliver him up. to me and I will fend Scythes to thee, fo 
fhall we avoid the hazard of a defeat. Oftamafades agreed to • 
the propofal, and furrendered his uncle to Shakes, who im- 
mediately decamped with his army, and the new king of 
Scythia having received his brother from him, caufed his head 
to be immediately taken off" 1 . 

Ariantes was that prince of whom we have lately fpoken Ariantes. 
upon. another occafion j.and who being defirous to know the 
number of his fighting men, ordered them all to appear at a 
fet time, and to throw every one the tip of an arrow into a 
common heap, which amounted to fuch a bulk, that he cauf- 
ed it to be caft into a large capacious bow!, as a monument of 
the thing, and dedicated it to Exampaus 

The laft king we fhall mention in this hiftory (M), and 

unJcr 

> Id. ibid. «' Id. ibid, 

(M) We have omitted fcveral of their kings, concerning whom 

we either meet with nothing except their names, or fomething too 

fabulous 
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under whom the Scythians are faid to have received a con- 
fiderable overthrow n , was Atheas, or, as he is called by o- 

thers, 

" Justin. 1. ix. c. z. 

fabulous and ridiculous to deferve a place in this work, or at beft 
fo vague and uncertain, efpecially in point of time, that it is impof- 
fible to fix it to any epocha. 

Of this nature is that ftory we are going to give out of Herodotus, 
not fo much for its incredible Angularity, as becaufe, fabulous as it, 
is, it mufl have been founded upon fome fads, which give no fmall 
countenance to fome conjectures we have ventured to advance in 
this hiftory, it being not of Greet, but Scythian extraction. It is as 
follows : 

He tells us of a part of Scytfa'a* whofe inhabitants he neverthe- 
lefs doth indifcriminately call Scythians, who, though they owned 
themfelves to be of much recenter date than the reft, yet pretended 
to have been 1000 years before Darius' s expedition. The account 
they give of themfelves is, that their country was at firft peopled by 
Targitaus, the fon of Jupiter, by a daughter of the river Boryjthenes ; 
that this prince had three fons, viz. Lipoxais, Apoxais 9 and Co- 
laxaisy in whofe reign, a plow, with a yoke, an ax, and a bowl, 
all of gold, fell from heaven into their country ; that the two el- 
der brothers drew near the place, and one after another tried to 
take them up, and found them burning hot ; but the youngeft, 
coming prefently after, found them cool enough to take and car- 
ry them off, whereupon the other two yielded their lhare of the 
kingdom to him. They add, that the Auchatian Scythians were 
dcfcended from the eldeft, the Catiarians from Apoxais, and the 
race of their kings, whom they called Paralates, from the youngeft 
brother. All thefe gave themfelves the general name of Scbolotes, 
which, our author tells us, was alfo the furname of their kings, but 
were called Scythians by all the Greeks. The miraculous golden 
utenfils, we are told, were preferved with utmoft care, and that 
their kings did afTift at the annual facrificfs which were offered to 
them with great magnificence. 

Co/axais, who had likewife three fons, perceiving the vaft extent 
of his territories, divided them between them, allowing, how- 
ever, the biggeft fhare to that portion into which the miracu- 
lous golden veffels were fallen. According to this tradition there 
mult have ftarted at lead three new kingdoms or principalities, and 
by what our author adds immediately after, of the vaft quantities 
of feathers or fnow, with which the adjoining regions towards the 
north are covered, we may reafonably fuppofe, tliefe three tribes 
to have fprung from a colony of the antient Scythians, and to have 
been forced to feck for a new habitation in thofe more inclement 
regions, efpecially confidering, that they pretend to be of much 
recenter original than any others, meaning doubtlefs than any other 
Scythians % though older by 1000 years than the time of Darius. As for the 

pretended 
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thers, Matheas and Machaas. This prince, being engaged 
in a war with the JJlrians, a people of Myjia on the fouth 
banks of the mouth of the river IJler, fent to Philip king of 
Mactdon to defire his affiftance, and upon his complying pro- 
mifed to make him his heir to the crown of Scythia. But the 
JJirians having, at the news of this powerful fuccour, deli- 
vered him of his fears by their fudden departure, he fent an- 
other meflage to Philip, in which he told him flatly, that he 
had neither fent for his affiftance, nor promifed him his crown ; 
that the Scythians neither wanted the help of the Macedoni- 
ans^ nor their king an heir, whilft he had a fon alive* Phi- 
lip, who was then befieging Byzantium, fent to defire him at 
leaft to remit him fome money to defray part of the expences 
of the fiege, efpecially confidering, that he had paid nothing 
either towards the fubfiftance of, or by way of reward to, the 
auxiliaries which he had fent to him. 

Atheas had no way to elude fo reaforiable a demand, but 
by excufing himfelf upon the inclemency of their climate, and 
barrennefs of their foil, which he faid was fo far from contri- 
buting to their inrichment, that it fcarcely afforded them fuf- 
ficient fuftenance. Philips vexed at heart to fee himfelf thus 
baffled^ refolved to retaliate trick for trick, and whilft he was 
railing the fiege in order to enter into a war with them, he 

pretended divine extraction of their founder, and the miraculous fall 
of the golden utenfils, they only imitated their own and odier na- 
tions in it, there being nothing more common in thofe earfy days, 
than thefe pretences of fomething fupernatural accompanying the 
foundations of mod kingdoms, and the divine original of their firft 
founders. Hence we would further obferve, that it is moil likely, 
that the kings of Scythia, which we have given in the above lift,, 
did not all belong to the royal Scythians, but that fome of them 
reigned over other tribes or branches which time and neceffity had 
divided for them, efpecially as they were ever warring and elbow- 
ing one another out of the moft pleafant parts of the country. 

With re/pefl to this pretended daughter of the Boryftbtm, it 
will not be amifs here to obferveonce for all, that it was a common 
cuftom in thofe early and ignorant times for the firft planters of 
kingdoms or colonies to give their names, not only to their new 
territories and capital cities, butalfo to the moft considerable rivers. 
Hence therefore it is more than probable, that their pofterity, who 
every where affe&ed toboaft of fomething miraculous in their ori- 
gin, chofe rather to derive it from the river itfelf, than from their 
real parent who gave name to it. We /hall meet in the hiftory of 
the fabulous and heroic times with inftances more than enough of 
thefe fons and daughters of rivers, co juftify the truth and /hew the 
scccffity of this previous obfervatton. 

* fent 
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Book X 



.Tent the Scythians word, that he had vowed to ere& a ftatue 
to Hercules at the. mouth of the l/ler 9 which he deflred liber- 
ty to come and fet up there, as he was a known friend to the 
Scythians. Atheas? who fmelt his defign, fent him word, 
that if he had a mind to perform his vow, he need but fend the 
ftatue, and he would take upon himfelf the care both of the erect- 
ing it, and of its remaining fafe there ; but that he would by no 
means fufter him to bring his army into his territories : he add- 
ed, that if he perfifted in fpite of him, to come and fet up 
fuch a ftatue, they would foon melt and caft it into arrows 
againft him, Philip not minding his threatening refufal, and 
both monarchs being highly exafperated againft each other, 
a bloody battle enfued, in which, our author tells us, the 
Scythians 2 though fuperior in ftrength and courage, were o- 
vercome by the craftinefs of the Macedonian king \ twenty 
thoufand women and children were carried off prifoners, be- 
fides a vaft quantity of cattle, and twenty thoufand of their 
fineft marcs, which they fent into Macedonia for breeding. 
As for gold and filver they found none among them, and this, 
our author obferves, was the fir ft proof which the Scythians 
gave of their poverty in that refpecL 

However, this overthrow is not fo univcrfally agreed 
among antient authors as the war is, neither doth it confift 
v/ell with what our author has in another place ; where he 
introduces Mithridatcs haranguing his army, part of which 
confifted of Scythians ^ and complimenting their known va- 
lour with the relation of the two kings, Darius and Philips who, 
having but dared to invade their territories, had been put to 
a fhameful flight °. But be that as it will, 'tis plain their over- 
throw was not fo confiderable as to hinder them from figna- 
lizing themfelves upon many occafions, both againft the Ma- 
cedonians and Romans and againft feverai other nations ; and 
during a confiderable time, as the fequel of this work will 
iuificiently fliew. 

Lambinus is fuppofed, upon what account doth not clearly 
appear, to have been the lalt king of Scythia p . 

°J. xxxviii. c. 7. p Vid. Heitl. lib. iii. p. 172. 



€ H A \\ 



«-3 



'an 



ft ' 



Pb.6p;q 



3 




Vera?/* 



Ah 



tns 



Heneti 



'turn 



us 



■ . 



5 7% 



> 



~UZJ0J 



OAT 



linor 



% U£JTL 



'/Turn 



Xemnos 



f *• 



7emdo, 



Troas 
\n£a*uiru<t 



em 



farms, 

'tana ^ 

'daunt ^ 



^7 



AJL A 1 



£ aca/ia 



fjtnus 



j£L . U 



JLZ) trample m. 



Its 



tt*u*n 



M A 



^A(T > WA -* ^ 



Jhtyrna 



ktntu 



to 



- w™8 



fete* 



5& 



r raUe4 o 



J cart a 



tit: 



« * 



7*1 



Antigcnta. w o 



c 



f£>ras/*a 



4 



rm/ta * 



^ C . . A 0 iL» I A 



Pi s^x Aji^^ yfe^fefe 



'u&n o 



Me/i 



Me/i tens 



s 



3)^ 



^x 1 ^ 



Caaarta JPindefu/jitj * „ ^ is 1 



■/"W, 'JMare P amp J 



two*** 



..... --s- 



, r A 



nr 



ran a . v<0« 



- ■ i 



'fcc/lJLlte 



-Ataman 



'tttpdhuj sip A 

C Y P l^t ^ 5 



MM 



i 



O 



IIU. 



JPronuntt 



■Jir/iastft 
"did turn 



I r> 



R I 



M|)*I W lJlMiWW.%».I HM H > H|| 



r 

f 32* ] 




CHAP. XIII. 



The Hiflory of the antient Phrygians, Tro- 
jans, Lycians, Ljdians, 





SECT. I 



A brief account of As 1 a Proper. 



A 



S the feveral fmall kingdoms, which we are to treat 
of in this place, were antiently comprehended under 
the name of Afia Minor y we fhall premife a ge- 
neral defcription of that country, for the better underftand- 
ing of the particular accounts which we {hall have occafion to 
join, as we come to treat of the feveral regions contained 
therein. 

The different and various acceptations of the word Afia, Afia 
even in its ftridteft fenfe, has created a great deal of contufi- per. 
on among writers, and often led the unwary readers into con- 
fiderable miftakes. To obviate thefe inconvcniencies, the 
incomparable bifhop Uflier 1 advifes thofe who are to give any 
account of Afia to begin with explaining the various accepta- 
tions of the word, without which it is impoffible to under- 
ftand the antient hiftorians or geographers. He looks upon 
this as one of the moft difficult points in hiftory, there being 
a feeming contradiction between the facrcd and prcphane wri- 
ters, as to the provinces comprehended under the name of Afia, 
which cannot be reconciled without a very careful dihMn&ion 
of times and places. In reading the antient hiftorians or geo- 
graphers we frequently meet with the following terms, viz. 
The Greater and Lejfer Afia, Afia Proper or Afia properly fo 

a In hio geographical and hiftorical difquifition touching Afia 

froptrly fo called \ 

VOX.. V. S f called, 



\ 
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■ 

called^ the Lydian AJia^tbeProconju.. e AJiatic Diocefs \ 

That vaft continent, which - j txiovm co the Greeks and 
Romans under the name of AJia, was divided by the antient 
geographers firft into the Greater and Lejfer AJia. The Ief- 
fer, commonly termed AJia Minor, comprehended a great 
many provinces, but that which included Pbrygia 9 Myfia^ 
Carta, and Lydia, was named AJia Proper or AJia properly 
Jo called, as is plain from Tully b. Where it is to be obferved 
that Tully, in enumerating the regions contained in AJia Pro~ 
per, makes no mention of Molts or Ionia, though undoubted- 
ly parts of AJia Proper, becaufe they were comprehended 
partly in Lydia and partly in Myjia. Lydia, befide the in- 
land country commonly known by that name, contained alfo 
the adjoining countries both of Ionia,' lying on the fea-fide 
between the rivers Hermus and Mtsander, and of Molis, ex- 
tending from Hermus to the river Caicus according to Ptolemy c, 
or according to Strabo d to the promontory LeStum, the anti- 
ent boundary between Troas and the fea-%oaft of the Greater 
Myjia (A). The remaining parts of Molis and Ionia axe by 
Pliny «, Strabo f, Hellanicus g , and Scylax \ placed in My- 
jia ; nay Myjta , itfelf, after the Molians poffeifed themfelves 
of it, was commonly called Molis *, which Stephanus not be- 
ing aware of makes AJfos of Molis a different N city from AJfos 
of Myjia near Antandrus. From what we have faid it is plain, 
that AJia Proper comprehended Phrygia, Myjia, Lydia y 
Caria, Molis, and lonta. This trait was bounded, accord- 
ing to Ptolemy, on the north by Bithynia and Pontus, extend- 
ing from Galatia to Propontis, on the eaft by Galatia 9 Pant- 
bbvlia* and Lvcia* on the fouth bv Dart of Lvcia and the Rba- 



b Cic. in Orat. pro Flacco. « lib. r. cap. 2. d lib, xii\ 
* lib. v. cap. 30. f lib. xv. 8 Id. lib. xiii. h Sctlax. in Pe- 
riplo. 1 Pomp. Mela, lib. i. cap. 18. Plin. lib. v..,c. 30. 

(A) That Myjia reached to the mouth of the river Caicus is ac- 
knowledged, not only by Ptolemy (1), but alfo by Strabo (2) j and 
yet, becaufe it was poffefled in his time by the Molians, he tells 
us, that Molis, properly fo called, extended from Hermus to Lec~ 
turn ( 3). In like manner Pliny (4) makes the promontory Ledum 
the boundary betwixt Molis and Troas j though elfetyhere; fol- 
lowing other authors, he places AJfos in Troas (5)* But Hellani- 
cus (6) , Strabo, and Stephanus (7) make it a city of Molis near the 
Hellejpont. 

(1) lib. v. c. 2. {z) lib. xii. (3j lib, xiii* (4) 
c. 30. (c) Id lib. ii. r. 96. /, xxxvi, c, 17. (6) Strab. 
I. xiii. (7) « / xv. < 

4ta 
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<&h* fea, , on the oy tik£&eflejp<mt, by the Mgean 9 lea- 
rian, and Myrtoan feas. It lies between the thirty fifth and 
forty firft degree of north latitude, and extends in longitude 
from fifty five to fixty two degrees. 

As Afia Proper is but a part of Afia Minor ^ fo the Lydian q-fa 
Afia is only a part of Afia Proper (B). Afia in this accepta- dian Afia: 
tion comprehends Lydia ^ Molts*) and Ionia, according to the 
defcription we have already given of it, and is that Afia where- 
of mention is made in the ASfs and St. John's revelation. 
In the former we read the following account of St. Paul's 
journey *. When they had gone throughout Phrygia and the 
region of Galatia, and were forbidden of the holy Ghofi to 
preach the word in Afia ; after they were come to Myfia they 
ajfayed to go into Bithynia ; but the fpirit fuffered them not. And 
they pafftng by Myfia came down to Troas. Where it is to be 
obferved, that the Greater Phrygia through which they paf- 
fed into Galatia, Myfia Olympena bordering upon Bithynia, 
and Hellefpont where Troas was fituate, though provinces of 
Afia properly fo called, are yet in exprefs terms diftingutfhed 
from the Proper Afia of the Romans ; as is likewife Caria, 
by what we read elfewhere in the fame book 1. As thefe ci- 
ties and countries did not belong to the Lydian Afia, fo what 
remains of Afia Proper, together with the Seven Churches 

k A£ls xvi. 1 Acls xx. 16, 17. 

(B) That in antient times Lydia was called Meonia and the LydU 
Ans Meonians, is manifeft ' from Hero do tu s (8), Diodorus Siculus (9% 
Dionyfius Afer (10), Strabo (\\\ Pliny i 12), Stepbanus, and others ; 
and that Meonia was called Afia is no lefs plain from Callinus, who 
flourifhed before Archilochus (13), from Demetrius Seepfius, contem- 
porary with Crates and Arifiarchus the Grammarian ( 1 4), from £«- 
ripides [l$) 9 Suidas (16), the great etymologift, &c. Nay, that 
Lydia was formerly called Afia, is exprefly affirmed by the antient 
fcholiaft of Apo'llonius Rhodius (ij). From whence Lydia borrow- 
ed the name of Afia is altogether uncertain ; fome deriving it from 
a city of Lydia, feated on mounc Imolus, others from one Afias 
king of Lydia, who according to the Lydians communicated his 
name to the whole continent (18), But be that as it will, it is cer- 
tain, that Lydia has a better claim to the name of Afia, than any 
other part of that continent. 

(8) Herodot. I. vii. (qJ Diodor. Sicul. /. iv. (10) 
Dionyf % in Periegefi. (11) Strab. /. xiii. (12) Pl'tn. I. v. 
c. 29. (13) Strab. I. xiv. (14^ Id. I. xii. (15^ In 
Sacch. (16^ /// A<ria. (17) Scholia]}* A bo! fan. Argonaut. 

I. ii. (18) Herod, i iv. 

$ f 2 mentioned 
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mentioned in the Revelatians, were properly Lydia , or the 
Lydian Afia. In the firft place Pergamus is placed by Xeno- 
phon m in Lydia, and alfo by Arijlotle n . The fame Arijlotle* 
tells us, that Smyrna was at firft poflefled by the Lydians, and 
Scylax Coryandenfis reckons it among the cities of Lydia, as 
alfo Ephefus, wherein he agrees with Herodotus p . Sardis, Phi- 
ladelphia, and Tbyatira, are reckoned by Ptolemy among the 
cities of Lydia, as is Lao die ea by Step harms * (C). 

The Proconfular Afia (fo called becaufe it was governed 
by a proconful) according to the diftribution of the provinces 
of the empire made by Auguflus, comprehended the following 
countries, viz. Lydia, Ionia, Caria, Myfia, Phrygia, and the 
proconfular Hellefpont. And this is Ptolenvf% Afia Proper r . 
By the fame emperor Pontus and Bithynia were made ^Preto~ 
rian province f , and Afia a confular, containing all that part 
of Afia which lay on this fide of the river Halys and mount 
Taurus* ' In the time of Conjlantine the Great the Proconfular 
Afia was much abridged, and a diftindion brought in 
between the Proconfular Afia, and the Afiatic diocefs ; 
the one being governed by the proconful of Afia, and 
the orher by the Vicarius or Lieutenant of Afia (D). 
The Proco>ijitlar Afia, according to the defcription which 
Eunapitis gives us of k c , fecms to have been much the 
fame wirh the Lydian Afia abovementioned. In the reign 
of Thcodofius the Elder, who fucceeded Valens, the con- 
fular Hellejpont was taken from the Vicarius of Afta, and 

m X n n o p h . de exped. Cyr. lib 7. n lib. de Poetica, p. 97. 

0 Arutot. lib. de Poetica apud. Plutarch- in lib.de vita & 
poeft Homeri p Heroi>ot. lib. 1. * Steph. de urbib. 

1 Ptolem. J. v. c. 2. I'Strab. I. xvii. c Eunap. in vita Maximi. 

(C) Laodiccu is placed by Ptolemy in Caria, by other3 in Phrygia, 
and by feme in Lydia 9 the confines of thofe countries having been 
fo often altered, that it was not poffible, as Btraho witnefles (19), 
to alccrtain their cx:\& boundaries ; and hence it is, that the fame 
city is oftentimes placed by one of the antient geographers in Pbry- 
£/.-?, by mother \\ Lydia, and by a third in Carta- 

(D'j We find in the Imperial Conftitutions two refcripts of the 
emperor Valens, the one dated the 27th of January 365, (that is, to- 
wards the latter end of the firft year of his reign), and directed to 
Charchus Vicarius /JJi/e ; the other dated the 6th of the Oclobtr 
fo! lowing, and di reeled to Auxonius s Vicarius Diacefeos Afiana (20). 
This diftinction was brought in by Corfiantine, an J continued under 
the Chriiiian emperors that fucceeded him. 

{19) Strab.L xiii. (20) Cod.Tbeodofi lib. v. tit. if. Ne 

f$/'ju. in/cio dam. 

added 
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added, to the Proconfular Jifiay but under Arcadia s the Pro- 
confular Afia was abridged of all the inland part of Lydia. 
And this is the reafon, why Palladius u makes a diftin&ion 
between the bifliops of Lydia arid thofe of Afia. However, 
the fouthern part of Lydia, lying between the Maander and 
Cayfler, and the maritime provinces from Ephcfus to 
Affos and the promontory Leftum were left to the Proconfular 

Afia ™. 

The Afiatic diocefs (E) is fometimes taken in a more ftricl: Tie Afia- 
fenfe, as diftincl from the Proconfular Afia and the provinces tic diocefs, 
under the jurifdi&ion of the proconful, * and fometimes in a 
more extenfive fenfe, as comprehending alfo the Proconfular 
Afia. According to this acceptation all Afia in the reign of 
Theodofius the Younger confifted of eleven provinces, three 
whereof were under the jurifdi&ion of the proconful of Afia, 
viz. the Proconfular Proper, which he governed by himfelf, 
the confular Hcllefpont, and that of Rhodes, with the other 
iflands called Cyclades, which were firft made a province by 
Vefpafian, and placed under a prefident x ; eight were under 
the vicarius or lieutenant of Afia, viz. Lydia, Caria, Phrygia 
Salutaris, Phrygia Pacatiana, Pamphylia, Lycia,Lycaonia, and 
Pifidia , thefe eight made up what was properly called the Afi- 
atic diocefs y (F) t . Thefe are the terms we moft commonly meet 
with in reading the anticnt hiftorians and geographers, for the 
explanation of which we are chiefly indebted to the learned bi- 
fliop VJher, who thought it well worth his while to examine 

" Pallad. in vita Chryfoft. w Hiei oclis, notitfc imp. in Ap- 

pend. Geograph. facra. p. 27. Photius de ordine Metropolitan p. 
43. &intomoi. jur.is Greco Romani, p. 90. Subfcript. Concil. . 
Chalced. Aft. vi. Concil. Conftantinop. vi. Adl xviii. &c. * Sex- 
tus Rufus, in Breviario. * Alciat. Parerg. 1. v. c. 13. 

(E ) The word diocefs, in the dialed* of the times we are here 
fpeaking of, imports a traft of country comprehending feveral pro- 
vinces under the jurifdiftion of one chief ruler. 

(F) In the Notitia Imperii, which was compiled in the reign of 
Theodofius the younger, the Afiatic diocefs is faid to confift of ten 
provinces only, the. firft and chief province of all, viz. Afia itfelf, 
being, we know not how, omitted (21). On the other hand, Jfi- 
dorus Mercator reckons twelve provinces belonging to this diocefs,, 
and among them GaUtia, which was without all doubt a province 
of the diocefs of Pontus {21). 

(21) Notit. utriufque Imperii. (22) Fid. Salmajfi. Eucharifiic. 
deEcchf fuburbicar, p. 347. 
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the various acceptations of Afia Prefer in a particular trea* 

tife*. 

As to the common name of Afia there is a great variety of 
opinions among the learned, fome deriving it from Afia the 
daughter of Oceanus and Thetis, wife of lapetus, and by him 
mother to Prometheus ; others from Afius ion of Aiys king of 
Lyiia, from whom that kingdom Jirft, and in length of time 
the whole continent, was named Afia. Sochart a is of opi- 
nion, that it took its name from the Phoenician word Aft, fig- 
rufying the middle^ becaufe Afia Minor ', which, fays he, com* 
municated its name to Afia the Greater, lies, as it were, ir 
the'middle between Europe and Afric. This opinion he en- 
deavours to fupport with the authority of Pliny and Pomponius 
Mela b. But as all that can be laid on this liead is grounded 
on bare conjectures, it is fcarce worth our while to dwell on 
enquiries of this nature. 

This country is juftly counted among the fineft and moft 
fruitful of the earth, and mightily extolled by antient writers, 
chiefly by the Romans who were well acquainted with it, for 
tiie fertility of the foil, temper of the climate, nature of the 
feafons, excellence and variety of its productions and fruits j 
in all which refpe£te it was preferred by Tully c to all the coun- 
tries of the then known world. The common epithet, where- 
by the Latin poets diftinguifli this from other regions, is that 
of rich, alluding not only to the richnefs of the foil, but alfo 
to the wealth and opulence of the inhabitants, which we may 
eafilyjudge of from the immenfe fums that fome of the Roman 
governors are faid to have extorted from them, namely Marc 
Anthony, Who as we are told by Plutarch d , fqueezed from 
the inhabitants of Afia Minor in the fpace of one year the fum 

of 20,000 talents. 

This country is at prefent divided into four parts, viz, 
Natolia, properly fo called, the weftern part ; Carmania the 
fouiheru part ; Aladulia the eaftern, and Amafta the north- 
in oft part. By the Turks the whole country, called by them 
Nadalu, is divided into five parts under the government of 
five Beglcrbegs, who relide at Coiyaum, Tocat, ^rabezond, 
Marofih, and Icomwn. Thefe are fubdivided into Iefler go- 
vernments, denominatec^from the city or town where the go- 
vernor refidcs. But it is now time to proceed to the particular 

* 

* Ufherin h : s geographical and hiftorical difquifition of Jljia, pro- 
perly to called, &c. a Phalcg. 1 iv c. 36. 1>Plin. in Prc- 
fat lib iii. & Pomp. Mela, de Afia, 1. i. c. 2. c Cic. pro 

Ligario. d Plutarch, in Lucull, & Antonio. 

hiftorics 
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hiftories of the various kingdoms, antiently comprehended un- 
der the common name of Afta Minor. 

The History of the Phrygians, 

sect. n. 




fbe Deftription of Phrygia, 

S we can Icarce offer any thing touching Phrygian 
but what we have either at fecond hand, or from mu- 
tilated pieces of antiquity, we (hall not dwell long 
on fo dark and perplexed a fubje£t, nor pretend to fupply the 
defe&of better authorities with fuch precarious conje&ures as 
every writer may, and the moft ordinary ufually do, vent on 

fuch occafions (Gj. 

Whence the Imall country before us borrowed the name 
of Phrygian not determined. Some derive it from the river 
Phryx (now Sarabat), which divides Phrygia from Carta 
and empties itfelf into the Hermus «, ^>thera from Phrygia the 
daughter of Afopus and Europa. The Greek writers tell us f , 
that the country took itsname from the inhabitants, and thefe 
from the town of Brygium in Macedonia, from whence they 
firft palled into AJia. and gave the name of Phrygia or Brigia 
to the country which they fettled in ; but we (hall have oc- 
cafion to examine this opinion hereafter. Bocbart is of opi- 
nion *, that this traft was called Phrygia from a Greek verb, 
iignifying to burn, or dry, which according to him is a tranfla- 
tion- of its Hebrew name, derived from a verb of the fame fig- 
nification (H). 

No 



* Plin. lib. v. c. 29. f MaasAL. Corvin. de progen. Aug. 
•Phaleg.lib. iii. c. 8. 

(G) The names of the authors that have wrote the Phrygian 
hiftory are Deniocritus,'HermeJiana&es 9 Timolaus, Aretazes, and Cor- 
nelius Alexander (23) 5 but as their works have not reached us, 
we are left quite in the dark, as to fome of the moft material points 

of that hiftory. 

(H) The Greek word <l>pt»y(a feems to be derived from the verb 
♦gtiy»>, to burn or parch j and hence that place on mount OEta 

(23) Plutarch, de fimiii Etf Laert. in Democrito. 

where 
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/// dim* No lefs various are the opinions of authors as to the exa& 
fans. boundaries of this country, which gave rife to the proverb. 

related by Strabo *, viz. that the Phrygians and Myjians had 
diftind: boundaries, but that it was fcarce poflible to afcertain 
them. The fame writer adds h , that the Trojans , My fans 9 
and Lydians, are by the poets all blended under the common 
name of Phrygians, which Claudian 1 extends to the Pifi- 
dians, Bithynians, and Ionians. Again, Pliny k places Afcania 
in Phrygia^ which together with Dardania is reckoned by 
Strabo * among the provinces of Myfta. Phrygia Proper ac- 
cordingto Ptolemy whom we choofe to follow, was bounded 
on the north by Pontus • and Bithynia, on the weft by Myfta ^ 
Troas, the ALgean fea^ Lydia, Meonia 9 and Caria j on the 

* Str a b . 1. xii. & 1. xiv. h Strab. ubi fupra. 1 Claud. 
1. ii. in Eutrop. k Plin. lib. v. 1 Strab. ubi fupra . 

where Hercules was burnt took the name of fyvyi*, iiA rS UsT 

vrfypvxbai rov 'HpxXi* . Now as that part of Phrygia which wa< 
warned by the rivers Cayfter and Maander was diftinguiihed by the 
epithet of 'KaWixat/pinf, as Strabo and Diodorus witnefs "(24), it is 
not improbable, but that the name of Phrygia, which was at firft 
peculiar to one part, might in length of time become common to 
the whole country. Howtnis part came to be called Kdlaxsxetvpitn, 
burnt) is varioufly reported. Diodorus (2$) fpeaks of a fiery mon- 
fter called JBps, which appearing there confumed all that trad ; 
but was afterwards killed by Pallas. Others recur to the fable of 
7ypbon{jz6) 9 who, fay they, was in that place thunder-ftruck by 
Jupiter. But without having recourfe to fables, it will be no hard 
matter to account for this denomination, if we but confider, that 
this part of Phrygia we are fpeaking of is defcribed both by Diodorus 
and Strabo (27) as a dry foil, impregnated with fulphur, bitumen, 
and other combuftible fubftances, which in all likelihood gave rife 
to this appellation. We are not ignorant, that the tra£t we are 
fpeaking of is by fome of the antients reckoned a province of Myfia y 
by others of Maonia ; but Hejyehius (28), Diodorus (29), and moll 
of the other hiftorians and geographers place it in Phrygia. Bocbart 
is of opinion (30), that by Gomer in fcripture is meant Phrygia, and 
that the Greek word Phrygia is a tranflation of the Hebrew 
Gomer, which he derives from the verb *)f2% Gamar, importing, 
among other fignifications, to burn or confumt, in which fignifica- 
tion he fhcws it to have been frequently ufed both by the Chaldeans 
and Syrians. 

(24) Strab. I. xiii. £sf Diod. SicuL L Hi. (25) Diodor. Sicul. 

/. 1V1 p. 142. (26) Strab. J. xiii. (27) ubi fupra. (28) 

Hefych, I. 12. (29) Diodor. ubi fupra. ($o) Phaltg. I. Hi. 

c. 8. 

fouth 

t 
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fouth by Lycia, on the eaft by Pampkylia and Galatia. It 
lies between the 37th and 41ft degree of north latitude, ex- 
tending in longitude from 56 to 62 degrees. The inhabitants 
of this country mentioned by Ptolemy are the Lycaones and 
Anthemifenii towards Lycia, the Moccaclclis or Moceadine, 
the Cyddefes or Cydijfes towards Bithynia, and between thefe 
the Pcltini or Speltini, the Moxiani, Phylacenfes, and Hiera- 
polita. To thefe we may add the Berecyntes and Cerbefs 
mentioned by Strabo *». 

Phrygia is commonly divided into the Greater, and Leffer 
Phrygia called alfo Troas: But this divifion did not take place 
till 2><?<7j was fubdued by the Phrygians ; and hence it is no 
more confidered by fome Roman writers as a part of Phrygia, 
than Bithynia, Cappadocia, or any other of the adjacent pro- 
vinces. In after-ages, that is, in the reign of Conjlanttne the 
Greats the Greater Phrygia was divided into two diftridts or 
governments, the one called Phrygia Pacatiana, from Pacatia- 
nus who under Conjfantine bore the great office of the Pns- 
feftus Pratorio of the eaft ; the other Phrygia Salutaris, from 
fome miraculous cures fuppofed to have been performed there 
by the archangel Michael. 

This country, and indeed all Afia Minor, as lying in the l ts foiland 
fifth and fixth northern climates, was in antient times greatly climate. 
celebrated for its fertility. It abounded in all forts of grain, 
TTeing for the moft part a plain country, covered with a deep 
rich foil, and plentifully watered by fmall rivers. It was in 
fome parts productive of bitumen and other combuftible fub- 
ftances. It was well ftocked with cattle, having large plains 
and pafture-grounds. The air was ant.ently deemed moft 
pure and wholefome, though it is now in fome parts thought 
extremely grofs, great part of the country lying uncultivated, 
a thing too common in fuch regions as groan under the Mo- 
hammedan yoke. In fhort, whatever dclirable things na- 
ture has frugally beftowed here and there on other countries 
were found in this, while well manured, as in their origi- 
nal feminary. 

The cities of note in Phrygia Major were, 1. Apamea or 
Apamia, a famous mart and the metropolis of all Phrygia, till 
theabovemcntioned divifion of Confantine took place. It was 
feated at the confluence of the Marfyas and Marauder. Pli- 
ny n places it at the foot of the hill Siguia, furrounded by the 
rivers Marfyas, Obrima, and Orga, which empty themfelves 
into the Maander \ wherein he feems to confound the fttua- 
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tion of the antient Celane with that of the new city called 
Apamea. Celane indeed flood at the foot of the hill on which 
the Marfyas has its fpring ; but Antiochus Soter y fon to An- 
tiochus Selcuacs^ who built Apamea of Syria, carried the inhabi- 
tants from thence to the new city which he built about ten miles 
from thence, where the Marfyas and Meander begin to flow in 
one channel ; this city he named Apamea from his mother A- 
pame, wife to Seleucus Nicanor °. As there are many other 
cities bearing the fame name, this for diftinftion fake is com- 
monly called Apamea Cibotos ; butas to the original of this ap- 
pellation there is a great difcrepancy among authors (I). 

Laodicea^ now Ejkihiffar, feated on the banks of the river 
Lycus, not far from Apamea. It was firft called DioJpolis y 
afterwards Rheas, and at laft Diocafarea and Laodicea. We 
are told by Stepbanus, that Jupiter appearing to Antiochus 
the fon of Stratonice in his fleep, commanded him to build a 
city, which he did accordingly, calling it Diofpolis from Ju- 
piter y and Laodicea from his wife Laodice. It was afterwards 
greatly increafed by Hiero, by Zeno the Rhetorician, and his 
fon Polemon p , who, being honoured by Cafar AuguJius with 
the title of king, might perhaps out of complaifance to that 
prince add his name to that of Jupiter, calling the city Dioca- 
farea, the city of Jupiter and Cafar. However, the name of 
Laodicea, which Strabo derives from the river Lycus % prevailed. 

• Strab. 1. xii. Liv. lib. xxxviii. Marcianus lib. vi. 
* Stuab. lib. xii. * Id. ibid. 

(I) As the word KUGwto? fignifies Ark or Coffer, fome have fiip- 
pofed, that it was fo called, becaufe the ark refted on the hill from 
which the river Marfyas fprings. But thefe writers confound the 
fituation of Celane with that of Apamea ; the former, which never 
bore the name of Cibotos, was fituate at the foot of the hil Signia, 
but Apamea Cibotos at ten miles diftance. As thofe who traded 
from Italy and Greece to AJia Minor ufed to convey their wares to 
this city, as a place of general refort (30), Salmajius thinks, it was 
called Cibotos from its being, as it were, the common treafury of 
thofe countries (31). It is worth obferving, that there are no 
fewer than feven cities bearing the fame name, viz. Apamea of Bi- 
thynia, Apamea of Media , Apamea on the Tigris \ Apamea on the Eu- 
phrates, one in Perjia, one in Syria, and one in Phrygia ; and 
all fituate between two rivers, which made Bochart (32) conclude, 
that they were fo called from the Hebrew verb fignifying to fur- 
round, whereof the import is plainly exprefTed in Jonas (33) 
'ilDBtt aphaphuni majim. 

(30) L/ft.'xvii. (3O Salmaf. Plhian* Exer citation, c. xl. 

p. ^80. (32) Thaleg. I. ii. c. 1 1. (31) c. ii. *u, 6. 

This 
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This city was famous for its wool, which was univerfally pre- 
ferred on account of its foftnefs, as the feme author witnef- 
fes r , even to that of Miletus fo much cried up by the antients, 
and befides was of a very extraordinary blacknefs. With this 
the inhabitants carried on a very confiderable trade, and were 
accounted the moft wealthy people of all Afia Minor. Pto- 
lemy makes Laodicea and Diocafarea two different cities, 
wherein he is certainly miftaken. At Laodicea was one of 
the feven churches mentioned in the apocalypfe, but at pre- 
fent not fo much as the ruins of it are any where to be feen, 
that prophetical threat being fully accomplifhed ; / know thy 
zvorks, that thou art neither cold nor hot — becaufe thou art 
lukewarm — / will fpue thee out of my mouth f (K) , 

Hierapolis famous for its mineral waters, which, accord- 
ing to Strabo's account % when expofed to the air petrified in 
the fpace of a year, and yet were endued with fuch a virtue 
as to render the fields they watered exceeding fruitful, and 
prove a prefent remedy againfl: innumerable diftempers to fuch 
as ufed them B . Near this city was to be feen an opening on 
the edge of a hill of an extraordinary depth, always over- 
fpread with a thick fog, and exhaling fuch a peftilent fteam, 
that no living creature could come within the reach of it 
without being immediately ftifled. Strabo and Pliny w except 
the Galli or eunuchs of Cybele 5 Ammianus and Dio Nicaus 
all eunuchs * ( L). Gordium 

r Ibid. f Revel, c. Hi. ver. 15, 16. c lib. xiii. 

u Strab. ubi fupra. Vitruvius, 1. viii. c. 3. UlpiAnus 
lege prima, feci:, xiii. w lib. iv. * Ammian. lib. xxxvii. 

c. 6. Dio. NiCiE. in vita Trajan, p, 252. ed. H. Steph. 
1592. 

(K) Terrors in his dictionary tells us, that Laodicea is ftill call- 
ed Laudichia, and by the Turks Nove-Lefcbe, that it is one of the 
archbifhopricks of Afia Minor, Sec. But he is either miftaken, or 
the town was not quite demoliflied in his time ; at prefent it lies 
in ruins, and is only the habitation of wild beafts. Several tra- 
vellers, milled by the fimilitude of names, have taken the village 
Laotick near Angoura for Laodicea. At EJkibtffar, as it is now call- 
ed, there are ftill to be feen four theatres of white marble, as in- 
tire as if they had been but lately built ; near one of them is an n- 
fcription in honour of the emperor Titus, which the reader will find 
in Spofts account of the feven churches (34). 

(L) Strabo, an eye-witnefs (35) fays, that in his time this Plu- 
tonium or opening was inclofed with balifters taking up about half 
an acre of ground in compafs, that the peftilent fteam kept within 



(34) M' »«. (3?) w.xiii. 
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Gordium^ the feat of Gordius king of Phrygia, and famous 
for the Gordian knot which we lhall have occafion to men- 
tion hereafter. This town was fituated on the borders of 
Phrygia towards Cappadocia, and not between the two 
Phrygias, where Juflin places it y . Not long aft,er the. death 
of Gordius it was reduced to a poor beggarly village, as Stra- 
bo calls it, and continued in this defpicable condition till the 
triumvirate of Augujlus, when it was again made a city and 
called Juliopolis by one Cleo> a famous robber native of that 
place (M). 

Coloffe^ now Chonos, on the fouth fide of the Maander, to 
the people whereof St. Paul wrote that epiftle which is part 
of our canon. 

SipyltiSj the refidence of king Tantalus^ and therefore called 
alfo Tantalis. Some place this city in Mteonia, fuppofing Tan- 
talus to have reigned there. 'Tis obfervable, that four cities, 
viz. SipyluSj Arcbaopo/is, Colpe, and Lebade^ were fucceffive- 
ly built on the fame fpot and deftroyed by earthquakes. 

Synnada, Synada, or Syrwade, noted for its marble quarries. 
This city was by Conftantinc the Great declared the metro- 
polis of Phrygia Salutaris, after his divifion of Phrygia into 
Pacatiana and Salutaris took place (N). Befides thefe and 

feveral 

y Lib. xi. c. 7. 

that inclofure, fo that one might approach the balifter without the 
lead danger ; but whoever advanced one ftep farther was imme- 
diately ftifled. What Strabo affirms is vouched by Ammianus, Dio 
Nic&us, both eye-witneffes, Apulcius, and many others (36). The 
city of Hterapolis is now called Bamboakkale, and fome footfteps of 
what it once was are to be feen in the many heaps of ruins and fine 
pillars in the fields where it flood ; infomuch, that Dr. Smith after 
viewing them could not. help thinking this city to have been infe- 
rior to none. 

(M) This Cleo having with a band of robbers poffeffed himfelf 
of a ftrong hold on mount Olympus called Co/fydium, by frequent 
excurfions from thence prevented the officers of Labiemis prefeft of 
Afia from gathering the annual tributes, on which confideration 
lie was by Marc Anthony rewarded with large territories. But in 
the ABiac war revolting from Anthony^ fided with Angujfus, who 
added great jpart of Morena to what Anthony had bellowed on him, 
created him prieft of Jupiter Atntiemis worfiiipp.ed by the Mvjtans> 
and higli-prieft of Bcllvia adored'm Command of Pbntus* a dignity 
no ways inferior 1:0 that of kirig t (375.. 

(N ) In the fifth general couhcil held at Coyftanttnople, Severus 
fublcribcs as bifhop 6V$ynnada/fa Salutaris 

(36) Ubi fupra iS 9 Afuhiiu dc Mundo. (37)) Strab. lib. xii. 
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ft vend other cities of lefs note mentioned fay the antients,, there 
were in later times fome of no finall account, fuch as 5a- 
qua, the habitation of Etrogul father of Ottoman the firft king 
of the Turks, Chara-chifar by the Greeks called Melampyr- 
gus, or the Black-tower, Cillexuga, Einegiol, &c. taken by 
the faid Ottoman from the chriftian princes at the firft rife of 
the Ottoman empire: 

. The rivers of this country which we fhall take notice ofj 
are the Maander, now Madre and Mindre, a river fo cele- 
brated by the antients, for its windings and turnings, that all 
obliquities are from thence called Maanders.- It rifes on the 
hill Celasne, the fame as Aulocrene mentioned by Pliny z , at 
the foot of which flood antiently a famous city of the fame 
name. Pliny a ^nd Strabo b derive it from a lake on the top 
of the faid hill. It pafles through Phrygia, divides Carta 
from Lydia, and after 600 windings c , by which it feems to 
flow back to its fountain-head, empties itfelf into the Archi- 
pelago between Priene and Miletus (O). 

2 Lib. xxxviii. 2 ubi fupra. Strab. lib. xii. 

c Dio. Prusjeus, lib. i. 

(38) ; and yet Socrates in his ecclejiaftical hiftory (39), and Nicepho~ 
rus 9 blindly following him, place this city in Phrygia Pacatiana 
(40). And here we may obferve by the way, that in the fourth 
genera! council held at Chalcedony Abercius fubfcribes as bifhop of 
Hierapolis in Phrygia Salutaris (41), which fome have looked upon 

as a miftake crept into the adls of that council, not reflecting, that 
befides the more known city of Hierapolis in Phrygia Pacatiana, 
there was another of lefs note in Phrygia Salutaris. They are both 
mentioned by Pliny ,42), and the one faid to be under the jurif- 
diftion of Laodicea, the other under that of Pergamus. 

(O) The Cayfter, now Minder/care, bears fuch a refemblance to 
the M&ander, that many of our modern travellers, and among 
thern the incomparable Pietro della <valle 9 du Loir, and Monconis, 

have miftaken the one for the other (42). The Turks call the 
Cayfter Coutcbouk-mindre and Minder/care, that is the little M/van- 
dcr 9 ,QV the black Maander ; and the Maander itfelf Boujouc- Mi/id e, 
th$ grqat Maander. Some have ob/ferved, that it forms in its courfe 
the following Greek characters, £, & r, w, e, fome pretend that D<v- 
(tains formed his labyrinth on this plan. Seneca (43) calls it poetarum 
omniuijfexcr citations Indus ; but Ovids defcription of it (44) is, in 
pur opinion, an inimitable piece, and. far preferable to any other. 

. ($?>) ConeiL v. Callat. viii. (39) lib. vii. r. 3. (40) Jvi- 
cephor.'CalliJl. hi/lor. lib. xiv. c. U. (41) Concil. Cbalced. M. 
xvi. (42) lib, v. c. 29, y 30. (42) Span. Voyag. dl- 

talkie, torn. i. p. 244. (43) Epift. 105. (44J Mctamorph. 

viii. The 
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.The river Marfyas y fo named frorh Marfyas y a celebrated 
mufieian, who, challenging Apollo, was by him overcome, 
and flead for his prefumption. Moil of the antients tell us, 
that this river hath its fpring ' near that of the Maander ; but 
Maximus Tyrius A 9 who ,was upon the fppt, derives them 
both from the fame fource, and fo does Strabo*. It rufhes 
down from a confiderable height between rugged rocks and 
precipices ^ith great noife, on which account it was called 
by Herodotus i Cataracla. It has not only the fame fpring 
with the Maander but flows in the fame channel through 
the town of Celane, ftanding at the foot of the river on which 
it rifes. In leaving the town the main ftream divides itfelf 
into two branches, and forms thefe two rivers, the one the 
tnoft winding river in the world, the other without fo much 
as one turning during its whole cotirfe, and therefore flowing 
with an incredible rapidity. Near Apamea, that is after a 
courfe of ten miles only, the Marfyas is again received with- 
in the banks of the Maander which it left at Celane ; fo that 
in reality thefe two rivers are but two branches of the fame 
original ftream. J^. Curtius gives us a noble defcription of 
ic 8 , and adds, that while it flows within the walls of Celane 
it is named Marfyas, which name, on its leaving that city, 
it changes for that of Lycus ; but, with this author's leave, 
Marfyas and Lycus are quite different rivers ; the Lycus 
fprings from mount Olympus and difcharges itfelf into thtMa- 
ander not far from Laodicea, which was therefore called Lao- 
dicea on the Lycus •> this is a quite different courfe from that 
of the Marfyas , which we have already defcribed h (T) . 

Sangariusj 

d Serm. xxxviii. c lib xii. f lib. vii. e lib. iii. 

* Vid. Salmas. Plinian. Exercitat. cap. xxxviii. p. 582. 

(P) The poets feign, that Marfyas having challenged Ap$llo m 
who flead him for his pride and arrogance, his death was fo be- 
moaned by the nymphs and fatyrs, that from their tears fprung a 
river called after him Marfyas. This Marfyas is faid to have been 
the fon 6f Olympus, and one of the moft ingenious men of his 
age. He was the inventer of the pipe called Syrinx, and the firft 
that brought in the playing on two pipes at a time. He was 
born, put to death,, and buried near the fpring of the river that 
hears his name. Pliny (45) gravely writes; that in his time was 
Sill to be feen the plane-tree on which this unhappy mufieian end- 
ed his days. Others fay,. with the fame appearance of truth, that 
it was a pine-tree. Maximus Tyrim (46) informs us, that the riv- 

(45) lib. 1. (46) Simon. 38. 

0 , en 
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Sangarius, Sangaris, or Sangurus, is numbered by Pliny 
among the rivers of note 1 \ it fprings from the hill Dindymus, 
waftes Phrygia and Bithynia, and empties itfelf into the 
Black-fea. Phryx, which divides Phrygia from Caria, and 
difembogues itfelf into the Hermits, now Sarabat. Hermits, 
much celebrated by the poets for its gold fands, takes its rife 
near Dorylaum, and fells into the Archipelago near Smyrna. 
Myfias, Orgos, Obrima, &c, 

SECT. III. 

Of the antiquity, government, religion, cuftoms, arts, 

learning, &c. of the antient Phrygians. 

/ J"1H E Phrygians deemed themfelves the moft ancient peo- Ihcir a** 
I pie of the, world, which opinion feems to have pre- Equity 
vailed even among the Egyptians, at leaft in the time 
of Pfammitichus, who in point of antiquity looked upon all 
other nations with an eye of contempt. For we are told k * 
that after the experiment, which we have mentioned elfe- 
where l , thofe great boafters of antiquity acknowledged the 
Phrygians to be more antient, challenging only the fecond 
rank to themfelves. And hence it is, that Apuleius n > diftin- 
guilhes them with the epithet of firjl-born. 

As to their origin, fome fuppofe them defcended from Origin* 
Togarmah, one of the fons of Gamer ; and of this opinion 
are Jofephus and St. Jerom n , who adds, that they were known 
to the Hebrews under the name of Tigrammanes. Herodotus 9 , 

* Plin. L k Diodor. Sicul 1. i. p. 9. 1 See Vol. I. p. 335,' 
note (V). »n de Afino aur. 1. xi. n Jose ph. Ant. 1. i. c. j. 
Hi e ron. in quaeft. Hebraicis. °lib. vii. 

ers Maander and Marfyas were both worlhipped by the inkabitants 
of Celtene ; and adds, that the victims and offerings, though 
thrown into the common ftream, never failed being carried by 
the waters, at their parting, into the channel of that river for 
which the pious votaries had defigned them. The river Lycus, 
which 4^, Curtius, and with him Mr. Spon, miftakes for the Mar- 
fyas (47), runs a few miles under ground, but appears again before 
it lofes itfelf in the Maunder \ which Ovid feems to have been ig- 
norant of when he faid (48), 

Sic t ubi ttrreno Lycut eft epotus biatu, 
Exiftit procul hinc % alioque renafcitur orbe. 

(47) Voj*g* Italic, £5"* . torn, i, lib. Hi. ( 48) Met amor pb. lib. xv. 
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Strain*, Pliny \ and E'ujlathius r , led by the fimilitude of 
names, a deceitful guide, derive them 'from the Brigians a 
people of Macedonia, who, paffing into Afta Minor, were, 
with a 'fmall alteration, called Phrygians, and the country 
which they fettled in named Phrygia. We are not unwilling 
to allow, that as the Phrygians and Brigians 1>ore antientty 
the fame name, fo they were originally one and the fame peo- 
ple ; but how it can be deduced from thence, that the Brigians 
pafled out of Europe into Afia rather than the Phrygians out 
of Afta into Europe, • is what we do not comprehend. All 
that can be concluded from this fimilitude, or, if you pleafe, 
identity, of names is, that they were both derived from the 
fame origin ; but in order to prove, that the Phrygians were 
a colony of the Brigians, rather than the Brigians a colony 
from Phrygia, recourfe muft be had to fome other argument. 
All we can fay isf that if the Phrygians had been defcended 
from the Macedonians, it is not likely, they would have pi- 
qued themfelves fo much on their antiquity ; at Ieaft other 
nations, namely the Egyptians, would not fo readily have 
yielded to them the priority. Bochart f is of opinion, that 
the Phrygians were the offspring of Gomer,. the eldeft fon of 
Japhet, the word Phrygia being, as we have obferved elfe- 
where, the Greek translation of his name. Jofephus makes 
Gomer the father of the Galatians, but he by the Galatians 
muft neceflarily mean the Phrygians, inhabiting that part of 
Phrygia which the Galatians had made themfelves matters of ; 
the defendants of Gomer being placed by Ezekiel c northward 
of Jttdea near Togarmah, (which Bochart * takes to be Cappa- 
docia) long before the Gauls pafled over into Afia. Molt of 
tlie modern writers will have the Cimmerii to be the offspring 
of Gomer, underftanding their country by the country of Go- 
mer mentioned in the fcripture. But as the Cimmerians lay be- 
yond the Euxine fea, at a vaft diffancc from Judea, we can 
hardly think, that the Jews had any knowledge of a nation 
fo remote from them. The Chaldce paraphrafts place Gomer 
in Afric, wherein they muft certainly be miftaken, fince it is 
plain from Ezekiel that his country lay northward of Judea. 
We are therefore willing to let Gomer enjoy the fine country 
which Bochart is plcafed to give him, and allow him the ho- 
nour of being the progenitor of the Phrygians, fince we 
have no body clfe to beftow it on. 



p lib. vii. x. xii. ^ lib. v. c 37. r Eustath. in Homer. 

X Diqnys. f Phallc. lib. iii. cnp. 8. 1 Ezek. xxxviii. 6. 

* PiiAiac lib. iii. u ubi fupra. 
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The ancient Phrygians are defcribed as a fuperftitious,7£«> cha+ 
voluptuous, and effeminate race, without any prudence otra&tr. 
fbrecaft, and of fuch a fervile temper, that nothing but ftripes 
and ill-ufage could make them comply with their duty, which 
gave rife to feveral trite and well-known proverbs (Qj. 
They are faid to have been the firft inventers of divination by 
the finging, flying, and feeding of birds. Their mulic, com- 
monly called the Phrygian mood, is alledged by fome as an ar- 
gument of their effeminacy. 

Concerning their government thus much may be faid, <[heir g*- 
that it was monarchical, and that all Phrygia was, during the wrnment. 
reigns of fome kings, fubjeft to one prince. Ninnacus, Midas, 
Manis, Gordius, and his defcendants, were certainly lords of 
all Phrygia. But fome time before the Trojan war we find 
this country divided into feveral petty kingdoms, and read of 
divers princes reigning at the fame time. Apollodorus w menti- 
ons a king of Phrygia contemporary with Ilus king of Troy. 
Cedrenus * and others fpeak of one Teuthram king of a fmall 
country in Phrygia, whofe territories were ravaged by Ajax y 
himfelf flain in a Angle combat, his royal feat laid in afhes, 
and his daughter, by name Tecmejfa, carried away captive by 
the conqueror. Homer y makes mention of Phorcys and Aj- 
eanius, both princes and leaders of the Phrygian auxiliaries 
that came to the relief of Troy. Tantalus was king of Sipy- 
lus only and its diftrievfc, a prince no lefs famous for his great 
wealth, than infamous for his covetoufnefs and other detef- 
table vices. Whether Phrygia was ever fubdued by Ninus 9 
as Diodorus Siculus informs us, or by the Amazons, as we 
read in Suidas % is much qucftioned by the learned. Moft 
authors, that fpeak of Gordius, tell us, that the Phrygians, 
having fent to confult an oracle, in order to know how they 
might put an end to the intcftine broils which rent their coun- 
try into m:iny fa&ions anJ parties, received for anfwer, that 
the moft effe&ual means to deliver themf* Ives and their country 
from the calamities they groaned under, was to commit the 
government to a king, which they did accordingly, placing 

"lib, in. x Cedrenus, p. 104. Sop hoc l. in Ajacc. Ca la- 
ser, lib. iii. r Hommi. Iliad. B. 2 Sum. vit. 'Oppsuf 

( Qj Pbtyzrs fero fafrntt, Phryx verberatm melior, Phryx non mi- 
nus quarn fpyntharus^ &c. winch proverbs intimate their lervile tem- 
per, and lhew, that they were more fit to bewail misfortunes in an 
unmanly manner, than to prevent them by proper meafui es. Their 
mnfic too was fuitcd to their effeminate temper. The Doric mood 

wa.-> a kind of grave and folid mufic ; the Lydian a doleful and la- 
mentable harmony ; but the Phrygian chiefly calculated to effemi- 
nate and enervate the mind. But this is contradicted by others. 

Vol. V. U u GV- 
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Gordius on the throne. When ce we may conclude, that, 
fame time before his acceffion to the crown, an ariftocratical 
or democratical from of government had been introduced. ■» 
Their As to their trade, ail we can fay is, xhvxApamea was the chief 

trade, emporium of all Afia Minor. Thither reforted merchant* 
laws* an j traders from all parts of Greece, Italy, and the neighbour- 
learmng. j n g jfl an j s# Uefides, we know from Syucellus, that the 

Phrygians were for feme time matters of the fea (he fays 25 
yeais) 5 and none but trading nations ever prevailed on that 
element. The country was flocked with many choice and ufe- 
ful commodities, and well able to afford confidcrable exports. 
They had a fafe coaft, convenient harbours, and whatever 
may incline us to think that they carried on a eonfiderable 
trade. But as moft of the Phrygian records are loft, we will 
not dwell on conjectures fo hard to be afcertained. 

We have no fet form of their laws ; and as to their learning, 
fince we are told that for fome time they enjoyed the fove- 
reignity of the fea, we may, at leaft, allow them a competent 
/kill in geography, geometry, and aftronomy, and add to 
thefe, from what we have laid above, a more than ordinary 
knowledge of mufic. 
Their lan- So me have been of opinion, that the Phrygian language 
guage. bore a great refemblance to the Greek ; but the contrary is 

manifeft from the few Phrygian words which have been tranf- 
mitted to us, and carefully collected by Bochart a and Rudbe- 
chins b . To thefe wc may add the authority of Strabo*, who, 
after attempting to derive the name of a Phrygian city from 
the Greek, concludes, that it is a difficult matter to difcover 
any fimilitude between the barbarous words of the Phrygian 
language and the Greek. The Phrygian tongue after the ex- 
periment made by Pfammitichus king of Egypt, as we have 
mentioned elfewherc a , was looked upon by the Egyptians as 
the moft ancient language of the world. But other nations, 
namely the Scythians, refufed io fubmit to their opinion, as 
founded on an a *^uir:eiit of no real weight. As the two chil- 
dren, lay they, had never heard the voice of any human crea- 
ture, the word Etc, or EeHos, the firlt they uttered, was 
only an imiu.tion of the gn:;ti that had fucldcd them, and 
happened to be a Phrygian word fignifying bread (R). A late 

» Boc hart. Qiijcft. num jBncas unquam fuerit in Italia. b Rud- 
bkc, in Atlant. torn, i cap. 36. cStrab. lib. xii. Univerfal 
Hiflory, Vol. I. p. 335 (V . 

(R) G tropins lie c anus makes ufc of the fame argument to prove, 
that the High-Dutch is the original or mother- tongue of the world, 
kecaufe the word Becker in that language fignifies a baker. 

writer 
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writer* , after obferving that Homer in feveral paflages diftin- 
guifhesthe language of the gods from that of men, endeavours 
to fliew, that the poet by the language of the gods meant die 
Greek, and by that of men the Phrygian (S). X 

As to the religion of the antient Phrygians^ we have al- Their 
ready obferved, that they were greatly addicted to fuperftiti- 
on. They had many idols, but the goddefs Cyh:le feems to 
have been their principal deity. She was called Cybels, Bere- 
cyntbia, Dindymene, from Cybelus, Berecynthzts, Dindymc- 
nus, all hills of Phrygia* and Idaa from mount Ida in 
Troas, becaufe on thefe hills fhe was worfhipped in a particu- 
lar manner (T). She was alfo named Quisle, becaufe her 

pricfis 

t Lakemacherus obfer. Philol. 



(S) Gotbofradus Lakemaeberus in order to prove this choofes the 
two following varies (49) ; 

"Arret SoL^JrHpotirow (Azycce; Trorcc^sq (UstOviurzh 

where Homer tells us, that the river here mentioned is by the god* 
named Xanthus and by men Scamander. He fhews, that as Xantbos 
is a Greek word fignifying^Z/tfov, the above mentioned river had 
very probably its name from the Greeks, who gave the fame name, 
zsStrabo (50) witnefTes, to another river in Lycia on account of its 
yellow fands. From hence he infers, that Homer, by the language 
of the gods, can mean no other than the Greek. As to the word 
Scamander, he thinks, that this name was communicated to the ri- 
ver from one Scamandrius fon of Hector and king of the Phrygians* 
whofe territories were watered by this river, it being a common 
cuftom among the antients to call the rivers after the names of the 
princes through whofe countries they had their courfe. Now as 
Scamandrius, fays he, was a Phrygian, his name was undoubtedly 
taken from that language ; from whence he concludes, that the 
name of the river S camander is originally Phrygian, and thar Hjizer 
by the language of men means the Phrygian. This author con- 
cludes the fame of all other paflages in Homer, where fuch a di- 
itinction is made ; the more, becaufe twa other words attribured by 
Homer to men, viz. Bateia and Kumindis are without doubc Phry- 
gian ; the one being the name of a hill in Pbrygia, and the oilier 
of a bird moftly frequenting mount Ida in Troas, 

(T) Phihftephamis is of opinion, that the hill D:ndym?ne\vzi 
called, becaule it had iYfy/.a? {«a,&$ two tops but S/raha Uys in 
exprefs terms that ic has but one. Bocbart '51 ■ thinks, that a 
cymbal was in the Phrygian language called Dindum % as \z is in the 
Syrian Zinznm ; and from thence lie derives the name of the hill 

(49) Iliad, 20. <ver. 73. (co) lib xiv p. 66^). 
J2$cbai / . de , Qn>*jl . Utt urn u £ neas fuc it utttjuam in It a lia ? 

U t* Z DirJytnus ; 
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priefts, when feized with their frantic fits, ufed to throw 
themfelves on their heads, that name being derived from a 
Phcenician verb of that import. Jrnobius g gives us the fol- 
lowing account of Cybele from the mythology of the Gen- 
tiles. There was a vaft rock on the borders of Phrygia, 
called in the language of that country Agdus, from whence 
Deucalion and Pyrrha, by the dire&ion of Themis^ took the 
ftones, which they had made ufe of to repair mankind after 
the deluge. From one of thefe fprung Cybele the great mo- 
ther of the gods. The fame rock conceived by Jupiter and 
brought forth Acdeftis, who is faid to have been an herma- 
phrodite, of invincible ftrength, of a moft cruel and intrac- 
table temper, and, above all, a moft outrageous enemy of 
the gods, who were in no fmall fear of him, till Bacchus by 
a cunning contrivance found means to deprive him of his man- 
hood, and thereby rendered him fomewhat more tradable. 
From the blood he flied on this occafion fprung up a pomegra- 
nate-tree loaded with fruit in full perfection and maturity, 
which Nana daughter to king Sangarius being wonderfully 
taken with, gathered one, and, as it was of a moft beauti- 
ful appearance, put it in her bofom. This coft her dear, 
for foon after proving with child, notwithftanding all her 
proteftations of innocence, fee was by her father fhut up 
and condemned to ftarve. But being maintained alive with 
fruit conveyed to her by Cybele, fee was in due time deliver- 
ed of a fon, who being expofed by his grandfather's order, 
was privately taken up by one Phorbus, and nurfed with goats 
milk ; whence he was called Attis, the word Attagos in the 
Phrygian diale£tfignifying a goat. As he grew up he proved 
a moft beautiful youth, and was on that fcore greatly favour- 
ed both by Cybele and Acdejlis \ nay Midas king of Phrygia, 
then refiding at Pefftaus, was fo taken - with him, that he de- 
fignud to beftow on him his only daughter, by name la. 
The day appointed for the nuptials being come, Midas y to 
prevent any difturbance that other fuitors might create, cauf- 
ed the gates of the city to be fhut and well guarded. But no 
gates or guards could keep out the great mother of the gods, 
who, being ftung with jealoufy, prefented herfelf at the gate 

g Arnob xus contra Gentes, lib. viii. 

Diadymus ; the more becaufe the invention of cymbals is generally 
afcribed to the Phrygians, and in particular to this goddefs (52), 
whofe feftival was on that account folemnized on mount Dindyme 
with great noife of cymbals, drums, trumpets, and other inftru- 

Mients. 

(52) Diodor. Sicul. lib. iii. 

of 
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of the royal , palace, with the walls of the city and all their 
turrets on her head j whence fhe was ever afterwards pictu- 
red with a crown x>f towers on her head. At the fame time 
came Acdejlis y who, infpiring with an enthufiaftic frenfy 
all who affifted at the fatal nuptials, changed the genial ban- 
quet into a fcene of horror and confufion. 1 he unhappy 
bridegroom in the height of his fury emafculating himfelf un- 
der a pine-tree, foon after died of the wound ; the bride lay- 
ing violent hands on herfelf accompanied her fpoufe to the 
ihades. Acdeftis and Cybele drenched in tears long bewailed 
the untimely and cruel death of their beloved Attis % and Ju- 
piter having, at their joint entreaties, exempted his body 
from corruption, a magnificent temple was ere&ed to his 
memory in Pefftnus, ceremonies inftituted, priefts appointed, 
&c. Thus far Arnobius. 

Eufebius} gives us a very different account of Cybele and 
Attis or Atys 9 * copied, as he informs us, from the ant ient 
Phrygian mythologifts. According to thefe, the firftking of 
Phrygian by name Meon y was father to Cybele, who being 
fmitten with the charms of Attis, proved with child by him ; 
whereupon Mean caufed Attis to be put to death, at which 
Cybele being unfpeakably grieved wandered long up and down 
Phrygia, feeking in the mountains and woods fome allay to 
her grief. Her forrow being in length of time fomewhat af- 
fwaged, fhe admitted Apollo into an intimacy with her, and 
with him wandered to the Hyperboreans. By his order the bo- 
dy of Attis was interred, and Cybele after her death ranked 
among the gods. From thefe two accounts of Cybele, which 
come both from very good hands, we may conclude, that 
the Phrygians had different genealogies for, and traditions of 
this their chief diety ( U). 

This 

h Euss b. Prsepar, Evangelic. 1. ii. iv. 

(U) The Roman writers differ widely from thofe we have quo- 
ted, and frequently among themfelvea. Cybele according to them 
was the daughter of heaven and earth, wife of Saturn, and the 
fame with Ops, Rhea, Vejla f and the Bona dea. She was expofed 
immediately after her birth on mouftt Cybelus, nurfed there firft by 
wild beafts, and after by the wife of a ftiepherd who found her by 
chance, &c. The Romans' having learnt from the books of the 
Sybils, that they would never be able to drive the Carthaginians 
out of Italy, till the Mean mother was brought to Rome, fent there- 
upon embaffadors to king Attalus, who delivered to them a Jtone, 
which the inhabitants of Peffims called the great mother of the 

g$ds. 
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This goddefs was piitured fitting in a chariot drawn by 
four lions, crowned with towers, holding a key in her hand, 
and attired with a garment feeded with flowers of different 
colours. The mythologifts by Cybele mean the earth, taking 
her crown of towers to be an emblem of the towns and cities 
built thereon ; the key me holds in her hand intimates, that 
the earth, which, during the winter, is in a certain manner 
locked up, begins to open in the fpring, and the feeds to 
Ihoot up ; her garment variegated with flowers of divers co- 
lours is a fy mbol of the earth beautifully enamelled with all 
kinds of flowers ; the lions that draw her chariot denote her 
empire over all forts of animals, which fhe both produces and 
nouriflies ; finally Saturn, that is Time, is feigned to be her 
hufband, to fignify, that the earth produces nothing but in 
time. Eufebius and others » are of opinion, that Cybele was 
a woman famous for remedies againft fuch diftempers as young 
children are fubjedi to, and that on this (kill or knowledge 
are grounded all the ftories that are related of her. 

Cybele had her peculiar priefts, ceremonies, and facrifices. 
Her priefts were called in the Phrygian language Cubeboi, for 
the reafon we have alledged above, the Greeks and Latins 
named them Curetcs, Corybantes, which is the Greek tranfla- 
tion of the word Cubeboi, and Gallic . from the river Gallus 
flowing through Pejftnus, where this goddefs had a magnifi- 
cent temple. They were alfo ftiled Idai Daclyli ; but it is 
no eafy matter to account for this appellation. Sophocles quo- 
ted by Strabo k informs us, that they were called Idai becaufe 
they inhabited mount Ida, and Daclyli from the Greek word 
Daftylus, fignifying a finger, they being at firft ten, which 
is the number of a man's fingers. Strabo indeed numbers 
five brothers *, viz. Hercules, Paeon, Epimides, Jafias, and 

* Diodor. Sicul. 1. Hi. Eusbb. de Praepar. Evang. * 
Strab. lib. x. p. 473. 1 ubi fupra. 

gods. This happened in the year of Rome 550 (53). 'Tig to be 
obferved, that the Romans made Cybele to be the fame with "Veftet, 
but acknowledged two godJefles bearing the fame appellation, 
which their poets frequently confound ; Cybele was that Vefla they 
called the earth and wife to Saturn, fhe was called Vejla becaufe 
Stat vi terra Jua, as Ovid fays, <vi ftando Vejla vacatur. The o- 
ther was daughter to Saturn, and the goddefs of fire, or rather 
fire itfeif, according to that verfe of the fame poet, Nec tu aliui 

Vejla quam vivam intellige Jlatnmam. 

f 53) Liv, Dread, iii. /. p. 

Idas y 
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Idas j adding, that they had as many fitters. But in other 
writers we find three only mentioned, and quite different 
from thofe Strabo fpeaks of, viz. Kelmis, Damnameneus^ and 
Atman. Apollonius m acknowledges but two, Fitia and Cyl- 
lenus. Some derive the name of Corybantes from the word 
Cherub^ fignifying in the Phoenician language valiant^ and 
add, that they were the guards of the firft kings of Pbry- 
gia* (W). 

The 



w Apollo at. in Argonaut. n Fr. Nor, in Scholiafh Luciani, 
torn, ii. Pit isc us. Lexicon A ntiquitat. Nat a l is Comes. I. ix. 
Myth, c vii. 

(W) Diodorus tells us (54), that Cybele was daughter to 
Meon king of Pbrygia, that fhe married Jafius a Samotbracian the 
brother of Dardanus, and had by him a fon called Corybas ; that 
after the death of her hufband (he went with Dardanus and Corybas 
into Pbrygia, and introduced into that country the myfteries of 
the mother of the gods, calling the goddefs after her own name 

Cybele* and her priefts Corybantes from her fon Corybas. Thus Dio- 
dor its ; but Dionyjius (55) informs us, that Dardanus inftituted the 
Samothracian myfteries, that his wife Cbryfes learnt them in Arcadia, 
and that Idaus the fon of "Dardanus inftituted afterwards the my- 
fteries of the mother of the gods in Pbtygia. Herodotus brings the 
Curetes out of Pbaenicia with Cadmus ; and Sir Ifaac Newton (56) 
thinks, that having followed Cadmus out of Phoenicia, fome of 
them fettled in Pbrygia where they were called Corybantes, fome 
in Crete where they were named Idai DaSiyli, others in Rhodes. 
wh«re they were ftiled Te/chines ; others in Samothrace where they* 
were known under the name of Cabiri; fome in Eubasa where, as 
they were well /killed in arts and fciences, they wrought in copper 
(iron not being yet invented) in a city thence called Chalets ; fome 
in hemnos where they affifted Vulcan ; fome in lmbrus ; and a re- 
ry conftderable number of them in uEtolia, which was thence call- 
ed the country of the Curetes, till Aitolus the fon of Endymioa, 
poffeffing himfelf of it, called it JEtolia. Thefe Curetes making 
themfclves armour ufed to dance in it at the facrifices, with great 
noife of pipes, and drums, and fwords, which they ftruck upon 
one another's armour, keeping time and forming fome kind of har- 
mony. And this is reckoned the origin of mnfic in Greece both 
by Solimts and IJidorus (57 ) . Clemens Alexandrinus (jH) afcribes 
to the Curetes the invention of mufical rhymes, and of the letters 

(54) Diodor.p. 223. (55) Dionyf I. i. p. 38. 4a. (56) 
The chronology of ant tent kingdoms, &c. c. ii. p. 1 46. (57) 
Solin, Polyh'tjl* c. xi, Jfidor. orig L xi. e. 6. (58) Clem. 

Strm, /■ i. 

•alfed 
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Th e ceremonies performed by thefe priefts in honour of 
this goddefs were, ift, At ftated-rimes they ufed to carry her 
ftatue about the ftreets dancing, and Ikipping round it, and 
after having with violent gefticulations worked themfelves 
up to the height of frenfy, they began to cut and flafti their 
bodies with knives and lancets, appearing feized with a divine 
fury. This ceremony was performed in commemoration of 
the grief wherewith Cybele was tranfported at the death of 
her beloved Attn : 2dly, A pine-tree was yearly wrapt up in 
wool, and with great folemnity carried by the priefts into the 
temple of the goddess, in commemoration of her wrapping 
up after the fame manner the dead body of Attn and carrying 
it to her cave ; on thefe occafions the priefts were crowned 
with violets, which were fuppofed to have fprunp- from the 
blood of Attis 9 when he had laid violent hands :! * \Jmfelf. 
The vi&ims immolated in honour of the ^* '^tejoddefs 
were a bull or a fhe-goat, whence the-fo;:^ 
Taurobolium or Criobolium. Kt Rome a f$9** 
prificed to her, and the ceremony performed 
prieftefs fent for out of Phrygia on that occ«jfiop r ^ier priefts, 
(thofe at leaft who were known under thel^aue rijGalli) 

called Ephejian. And Sir Ifaac Newton is of opinion {59), that 
when the Phoenician letters were by Cadmus brought into Greece, 
they were at the fame time introduced into Phrygia and Crete by the 
Curetes, who called them Ephejian from the city of Ephefus where 
they were firft taught. Thefe Curetes were no lefs efteemed for 
their {kill and knowledge in religious matters . and myftical practices, 
than for their arts and Sciences (60). In Phrygia they attended 
the myfteries of Cybele ; in Crete and the Terra Curetum thofe of 
Jupiter, who had been brought up under their care and tuition in 
a cave of mount Ida, where they danced about him in their ar- 
mour, with great noiie to drown the cries of the infant, and con- 
ceal him from his father Saturn who fought his deftruflion. Bochart 
{61) brings them from Paleftine, and thinks, they had the name of 
Curetes from a people among the Philijlines called Crethim or Cere- 
t bites. We mult not forget, that Cybele or the Great Mother was 
fometimes reprefented with a key, and fometiines with a drum in 
her hand ; which has made feme think that (he was the fame with 
the Syrian goddefs Jjtarte, whofe chariot was alfo drawn by liona. 
Lucian tells us (62), that {he was the Cretan Rhea, that is, accord- 
ing to fome, Europa the filler of Cadmus ; and thus the Phceniciam 
firft introduced, as Sir Ifaac Newton obierves, among the Greeks 
and Phrygians the practice of deifying their dead; for we meet 
with no inftanceof any fuch practice before the departure of Cad- 
mus and Europa from 6idon. 

(59) ubifupra. (60) Strab. I. x. p 472, 473. Diodor- 

/. v. e. 4. (6 1 J Boch. in Canaan, L i.e. 15. (6z) Lucian. 
de Saltaiione. ^ were 
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were all eunuchs ; this jfche great goddefe required of them in 
memory of Attis ; the waters of the river G alius % when 
plentifully, drunk, were believed to ihfpire them withfucha 
frantic enthufiafm, as to perform the operation on them (elves 
without the leaft relu&aricy. They were not allowed to drink 
wine, becaufe Attis, overcome with that liquor,- difclofed his 
amours with Acdeftis, which he had ever before concealed 
with the utmoft care. They abftained from bread, in com- 
memoration of the long faft which Cybele kept after the death 
of the fame Attis. They held oaths to be unlawful on all oc- 
cafions, which tenet, fome tell us, was common to all the 
Phrygians. The priefts were placed after their death on a 
ftone ten cubits high o. Though the Romans profefled a great 
veneration for Cybele y yet we find, that they looked upon 
Aer priefts as the very refufe of mankind ; of which we have 
a fig« ^ : a ance in Valerius Maximus** who tells us, that 
one (f^^V/, . \ Gallus or eunuch of Cybele y having by a de- 
Cjljcfetof y\ . U V 'or been admitted to the poffeflion of an ef- 
tii?' 'tk ^^""'o^ bequeathed him, Mainercus Mrailius Le- 
pidusy ^c|^^tji>ie conful, being appealed to, reverfed the 
decree of *f if^gptor, adding thereunto, that an eunuch, as 
being rteith*fer*ga nor woman, could, not enjoy any priviledg- 
es of thaf rf^ufe. This judgment Valerius Maxrmus extols 
as a decree worthy of Mamercus, worthy of one that was at 
the head of the fenate, fince it put a ftop to the appearing of 
eunuchs in the ''Courts of judicature, and defiling the tribu- 
nals with their unhallowed prefence, under pretence of fuing 

for juftice. ^ . 

; Besides Cybele y who was the peculiar deity of Phrygia % 
the Phrygians had divers other idols ; namely Bacchus whom 
they ftiled Sabazios 9 and his priefts and temples Saber 9 whence 
Bochart derives the Hebrew word * Sabbath, as that of Levite 
ixom ' Lyfius and Evius*. Apollodorus acquaints us, r that 
while Bacchus was travelling through Pbrjgia y he was puri- 
fied by Gybele y iqftru£led in her myfterie's, and prefented by 
her with a ftole, which was the firft he ever ufed (X^. A- 

dagyus 

•Arnob. lib. v. HiBROtfY. Epift. ad Lzetam. p Val. 
Max. 1. vii. c. 7. Natalis Combs. 1. ix.Myth. Pitiscus. Lex- 
icon. Antiquit. &c. * * Vide Boch. ubi fupra, r Apol- 
lo dor. lib. jii. 

(X v ) Stephanas (63) writes, that when Bacchus was born, Jupiter 
committed the care of him to one of Cybeie's female attendants, 

(63) Voce M* 

Vol; V if X x by 
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dagyus 9 whom Bochart £ takes to be Hermaphrodites 9 the, ion 
of Venus, and Mercury ', there being, at leaft to his ear, a 
great firfiilitude of found between Adagyusand Androgynus. 
Some rank alfo the Cfr&W or Cabires among the [Phrygian Mr 



ties, and add, that they were fo called from Cabirus a hill in 



Pbrygia, or, as Stejimbrotus terms it, in Berecynthia*- . But 
others, with more appearance of truth, derive their name? 
from the Hebrew word CW/r, figriifying great pi powerful*; 
Some, confine the number of the Cabiri to two, viz. Jupiter 
and Bacchus ; but Manafeas enumerates four, Cim, rrofer- 
pine, Pluto Tm&Mercury, whom he difguifes under the uncouth 
appellations of Axioros, Axidkerfa, Azioierfos 9 znA-Eafmiks i 
to thefe Dionyjiodorus adds a fifth whom he ftiles Cafmilus y 
called by others Camillus, and the fame with 'Mercury \i b,ut 
he is univerfally looked upon as one of an inferior raiii, and no 
ways on the level with thtCabiri, termed the ^"ifi'I^^the moft 
powerful w. But thefe we fhall have occafioit^C^raiention 
when we come to fpeak of the Samothracian '^Jmm y» 
We likewife read of fome dances and fongs 1 ^^! by the 
Phrygians in folemnizing the feftivals of their gods, and fome- 
times on other occafions, which they called Lityerfes y from 
Lityerfes fon of Midas , King of Pbrygia. Hefychius menti- 
ons certain Phrygian dances called by him Bricifmata 9 with- 
out doubt from the word * Briges the antient name of the 
Phrygians *. Some fpeak of a dance called Sicinhis y in- 
vented, fay they, "by a Phrygian nymph, and ufed by the 
Phrygians in honour of Sabatius, whom they ado* to the. 
number of th^ other Phrygian gods y . But it is now timt 
to proceed to the hiftory of the Phrygian kings. 

fBocH. ubi fupra. \ ^Bochar. ubi fupra. u Bochar. 
ubi fupra. * Boch ar, ubi fupra. * Bochar. ubi fupra, * Bo-» 
char, ubi fupra. 

byname Ma, who being afked by Juno, whofe child flie nurfed, 
anfwered, that it was the child of Mars, whence Bacchus in the 
Carlan dialeft was called Mafaris or Ma/ares, that is, the Mars of 
Ma % 



■ 
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SECT. IV, 




T&e reigns of the kings of Phrygia. 

H E fucteffions and reigns of the kings of Phrygia 
are overcaft with fuch an impenetrable mift, and in- 
terrupted with fo many chafms, that it is no eafy 
matter to give any tolerable account of them. . However, we 
Ihall here produce what occurs in hiftory relating thereto, and 
appears nioft worthy of credit. 

The firft king of Phrygia we find mentioned in hiftory is 
Nannacuf* Annacus* or Cannacas, for he bore all thefe ap- Nannacus 
pellations. Suidas a fays, that he reigned before the flood of 
Deucalion* and that from thence things exceeding antient 
were proverbially faid, to be from the time of Nannacus. He 
Eved to a very great age, for it is recorded of him, that 
when he was above three hundred years old he fent to enquire 
of all fuch oracles as were in any repute how long he fliould 
live* The oracles unanimoufly anfwered, that at his death 
all things were to perifh ; whereupon repairing with his fub- 
je£b to the temples of the gods, he ftrove there with many, 
iighs and' tfeiars to. appeafe their wrath, and avert the impend- 
ing calamities ; and thence to weep like Nannacus* became a 
trite expreffion to fignify any extraordinary grief or for row x . 
Not long after Nannacus die^d, and the flood of Deucalion en- 
fued, which was attended, with the deftrudlion of mankind. 

Midas appears next, of whom all we can fay is, that he'Midas, 
rcfided at Pejffinus* and defigned to difpofe of his daughter, by 
name Id* in marriage to Attis or Atys* as we have already 
mentioned. This perhaps is the Midas who built, as Dio- 
dorus Siculus informs us a magnificent temple at Pejftnus, 
and appointed yearly facrifices to be performed there in ho- 
nour of the great mother of the gods. Hyginus fecms to make 
him the fon of Cybele % . 

The next king we read of \sManis, a prince,' as Plutarch Mania. 
a informs us, of fuch prowefs and virtue, that the word Ma- 
nic* derived from his name, became fynonymous with Great, 
whence Manic atchievements* were among the Phrygians the 
fame as great* glorious* heroic atchievements b. 

a Verbo Awcutoq. x Suid. ubi fupra. Erasm. Chilial. 

y Diodor, Sciul. l.iii.c. y. z Hycin. fab. 191. & 27.;.. 

a Plutarch, de Ifid. & Ofirid. b Erasm. Adag. Chiliad, v. 
Cent. iii. lxxvii. 
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Gordi«s. After thefe reigned Gordius, who was railed from the 

plough to the throne. His rife is related thus c : While he 
was one day ploughing, an eagle fettled on the yoke, and con- 
tinued there all day. Gordius, terrified at this prodigy, went 
to confult the foothfayers of Telmijfus, a city in Lydia, about 
this fo extraordinary an event 5 for the art of divining was, 
in a manner, hereditary to all the TelmiJJians. At his entering 
the city he met with a moft beautiful young woman, who, 
upon his enquiring after the foothfayers, and acquainting her 
with the motives of his- journey, informed him, as fhe was 
herfelf /killed in the art, that nothing lefs than a kingdom 
was prefaged by that omen ; and therewithal offered herfelf 
ready to (hare with him, in wedlock, the hopes with which 
fhe had infpired him. This offer feemed to him the greateft 
hiippinefs that could attend a crown, he therefore readily com- 
plied with her requeft, gratifying at the fame time his own in- 
clination. Not long after a fedition breaking but among the 
Phrygians, the oracles, which they confulted on that occa- 
lion, were all unanimous in advifing them to commit the go- 
vernment to a king, if they defired to put a flop to the grow- 
ing evils. Upon this the Phrygians having fent again to con- 
fulc about the perfon whom they fhould raife to that dignity, 
their arnbafiadors were enjoined to acquaint them,thatthe firft 
man, who after their return fliould vifit in a cart the temple 
of Jupiter 1 was by the gods defigned for their king. The 
ambafiadors had fcarce delivered the anfwer of the oracle, 
whcnGordius appeared riding in his cart, and was immedi- 
ately with loud ftiouts of joy proclaimed king* of Phrygia. 
Gordiusy acknowledging the crown from Jupiter, in memory 
of fo fignal a favour, confecrated in his temple the cart to re- 
gal majejfy, which not by the Phrygians only, but other na- 
tions, was adored as a goddefs. To the beam of the cart he 
faftened a knot, woven with fuch art, and fo perplexed, that 
the monarchy gf the world was promifed by. the oracles to 
him who fhould untie it ; which Alexander the Great having 
attempted in vain, cut it at laft with his fword, and thereby 
either fulfilled or eluded the oracle. We know nothing more 
of Gordius, but that he built the city of Gordium, which was 
his reiidence, andAhat of all the princes of the Gordian fa- 
mily. Plutarch writes d , that his fon Midas was born of 
the goddefs worshipped by the Romans under the name of 

c Strad. l.xii. Justin. I. xi. Cwrt. 1. iii. Arrian. I ii. 
-£lian. vit. H. 1. i. c. 1. <* Plutarch, in vita Cjufaris. 

Bona 
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Bona Dia ; but whether fhe was wife to &rm!us is much 
queftioned by the mythologifts (Y). 

. Gordius was fucceeded by his fon Midas , of whom it is W"** 8 
recorded, that when he was a child, a fwarm of ants was ob- 
ferved very bufy one day, while he was afleep, in conveying 
their ftores of wheat into his mouth ; whereupon the oracles 
being confulted, returned anfwer, that immenfe riches were 
prefaged by that omen. The prediction was completely ful- 
filled, for he is accounted by all the antients as one of the 
richeft princes that ever reigned e . Sirabo f fays, that h« 
drew vaft treafures from mines of metal, difcovered perhaps 
in his reign, on mount Ber mi us. He is greatly commended 
hy fome writers for the comelinefs of his perfon, by others 
for the religious bent of his mind. He is faid to have been 
inftru&ed by Orpheus in the myfteries of religion, and to have 
filled Pbrygia with new deities, temples, priefts, ceremonies, 
and facrifices *. He introduced the cuftom of mourning over 
the dead with doleful fongs 6r dirges, and by annually re- 
newing his lamentations over his deceafed mother, brought the 

c Cic, I. i. de Divin. Val. Max. 1. i. c. 61. -/Elian. 
Vit H. 1. xii. c. 15/ f Strab. 1. xiv. p. 680. g Arrian. 
I. ii. Jjjstin. L xu 

■ 

(Y) Midas the fon of Gordius, according to JE Han and Arrian 
(64), was the firfl: king of the Gordian family that reigned in Pbry- 
gia. They tell us, that the Phrygians', having inquired of the ora- 
cle by what means they could put an end to their inteftine broils, 
received for anfwer, that a cart would bring them a king who 
fliould reftore their country to its former tranquillity ; and that 
while they were mufing on this anfwer, Midas came riding in his 
cart into the throng, who was immediately acknowledged king. 
But moft writers begin, as we have done, the reign of the Gordian 
family with Gordius himfelf. Jufiin (65) makes Midas king of the 
Brigians in Macedonia ; and adds, that being driven from his own 
territories he retired into^flz Minor, where the Brigians with a fmall 
alteration were termed Phrygians. According to this writer then 
the Phrygians, under the conduit of Midas, migrated out of Europe 
into Afia, and (of courfe there were no Phrygians in AJia before 
Midas ; how then could his father Gordius reign in Pbrygia, and be 
raifed to the throne from fo mean a condition, as Jufiin himfelf 
relates ? As to the Gordian knot, fome authors fay, that it was of 
the bark of a cornel- tree, and that it fattened the yoke of the cart 
to the beam. 

(64) JElian. <vit, //. 1. I c, 1. Arrian. A iii. [6$YJ*/ti*» 
L xi. r. 7. 

Phrygians 
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Phrygians by degrees to worfhip her as a goddefs K He built 
the town of Ancyra 1 , where an anchor of his contrivance was 
to be feen in the temple of Jupiter , when Paufanias travel- 
led through Greece k . He is faid to have reigned not over 
Pbrygia only, but alfo Dardania K Cleobulus Lindyus, one 
of the feven fages of Greece* honoured his monument with an 
epitaph ro , which is falfely afcribed by fome to Homer ». His 
wife, by name Hermodica y is celebrated *by .Heraclides o in 
regard of her beauty and wifdom, and faid to have been the 
firft that taught the inhabitants of Cyme to coin money. By 
her Midas had three fons, Gordius* Ancharas* and Otreus ; 
his fourth fon Lityerfes, was a baftard (Z ). 

After 

* Suii>as EAcyo?. 1 Nonnus, in orat. 30. Grbg.Naz. 

Pausam. in Atticis. Suidas Mifaj. * Pausan. ubi fupra. 
1 L. Serv 1 us in iEneid. II. m Plato in Phaedro. Laert. in 

* 

Cleob. n Plutarch, in vita, & anthologium Planvdis. 
« Heraclides in Politiis. 

p 

(Z) Nothing has rendered the name of Midas more famous than 
the Greek proverb M*J«$ ovu ara., that is Midas has affes ears ; 
but what gave rife to that faying is varioufly reported. The 
poets tell us, that in a trial of /kill between Pan and Apollo, both 
famous muficians and rivals in that art, Midas gave fentence in fa- 
vour of the former, whereupon Apollo clapt a pair of aflfes ears on 
his head ; this badge of ignorance he artfully concealed a long 
time under his diadem ; but at laft it was unfortunately difcovered 
by his barber and made public. Others fay, that Midas having of- 
fered an affront to Bacchus, was by the incenfed deity metamor- 
phofed into an afs. Canon in his firft narration (66) tells us, that 
'Midas, having found a treafure, became very rich ; that being in- 
flrutted by Orpheus on mount Pierius, he got himfelf by various ar- 
tifices proclaimed king of the Brigians ; that in his reign Silenus 
appeared on mount Brime ; that whatever Midas touched was im- 
mediately turned into gold ; and that making ufe of this prodigy, 
he perfuaded his fubje&s to remove out of Europe into that country 
which lies on the Helle/pont ; that he fettled in Myfia,* and there 
changed the name of his fubje&s, calling them no more Brigians* 
but Phrygians. He adds, that Midas had a great many fpies dif- 
perfed up and down the country, by whofe information he knew 
whatever his fubjefts did or faid, whence hi reigned in peace and 
tranquillity to a great age, none of his fubjefls daring to enter into 
any plot or confpiracy againft him. His knowing by this means 
whatever his fu^jefts fpoke of him occafioned the faying, that Mi- 
das had long ears ; and as affes are faid to be endowed with the 

(66) Conon. apud Phot. Biblioth. 

fcnfe 
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After Midas reigned his eldeft fon Gordius, but all weGordius 
can fay of him is, that he furrounded the town of Gordium II. 
with a wall p . His brother Ancharus is celebrated for the love 
he bore his country, having even facrificed his life for the 
public welfare. The fa& is related thus * ; during the reign 
of his father Midas the earth opened to a prodigious depth* 
and fwallowed up great part of the city Celane \ whereupon 
Midas 1 having recourfe to his oracles, underftood, .that the 
opening would not dofe till the moft valuable thing in human 
life were thrown into it. This anfwer was no fooner inir 
parted to the inhabitants, but all the gold, filver, jewels, ancf 
whatever elfe bf any value came to their hands, was gladly 
facrificed to the common fafety. But all to no effeft, for the 
gap continuing open threatened both the city and citizens 
with prefent deftru&ion, when Ancharus, confidering with 
himfelf that nothing in the world was of fuch value as a hu- 
man foul, embraced his father, took leave of his wife Tim- 
thea^xA mounting on horfeback rid full fpeed into the opening 
which immediately clofed. His example was long after fol- 
lowed in a parallel cafe by Curtius the Roman. 

Otreus is ftiled by Homer * king of all Pbrygia, and laid to Otreus. 
have been contemporary with Ancbifes, whence we may con- 
clude, that he fucceeded his brother Gordius. 

Lityerfes reigned at Celane, and is defcribed as a ruftic, Lityerfes* 
unfociable, and inhuman tyrant. Sofitheus the tragedian 
paints him as one of an inlatiable and canine appetite, having 
in one day, as this poet writes, emptied three large baiketa 

* Stbphanus,p. gg. * Plutarch. inParall. Stobjevs, 
Senn. 7. * Homer, in hymnis. 

fenfe of hearing to a degree of perfeftion above all other animals, 
he was alfo faid to have qffes ears ; but in procefs of time, what 
was taken in a metaphorical fenfe began to run current in the world 
for truth.- fully (67) relates, that Silenus, being taken prifonef 
by Midas, inftead of paying gold for his ranfom, taught the kingi 
that the greateft happinefs was not to be born, and next to that to 
die foon. To other fables the poets add, that for entertaining 
Bacchus he was rewarded by the gods with the virtue of changing 
into gold whatever he touched, which is interpreted by fome, as 
if he had been extremely covetous, fludying by all means and me- 
thods to fill his coffers (68). 

(67^ lufcuh £>ueft.l. i. (68) Maxitxus Tyrius Sert/t. 3 Joan. 
Txetxes hi ft. 2. Ifaacus Tzetzes in Cajfandram Lycopbrontis. p 377. 

Fulgentius, /. ii. Natalis Comes Mytbol. 1. ix. c. 15. Greg. Sabinus 
in lib. xi. Metamorfb, 
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of bread, and drank out twelve gallons of wine. He took 
great pleafure in agriculture, and ufed often to labour in the 
fields like a common hu(band-man. But as a£ts of cruelty 
were what he chiefly delighted in, he ufed to oblige fuch as 
happened to pafs by while he was reaping to join with him in 
the work, and then cutting off their heads for their pains 
bind up their bodies in the fheaves. For thefe and fuch likfe 
cruelties he was put to death by Hercules, and his body thrown 
into the Maancler r . However, his memory was cheriflied 
by the reapers of Phrygia (for reaping was his favourite em- 
ployment) j and an hymn, from him called Lityerfes, fung in 
harveft-time in honour of their fellow-labourer r . 
Midas III Midas III. was king of all Phrygia, but whofe fon he was, 

or whom he fucceeded, is what we find no where recorded. 
He was an ufurpcr, and feized on the crowij in the following 
manner : One night, under pretence of offering a folemn fa- 
crifice to the gods, he marched out of the town of Gordium, 
attended with a numerous band of Phrygians, playing on all 
forts of mufical inftruments ; but at the fame time, as they 
were privy to their matter's defign, with fwdfds and daggers 
concealed under their garments. The citizens, led by their 
curiofity and not fufpedting any treachery, followed them out 
of town, when the confpirators, all on a fudden throwing 
away their mufical inftruments, fell upon the multitude fword 
in hand, feized the city, and, in that terror apd confufion 
nobody daring to oppofe them, proclaimed Midas king of 

Phrygia l . 

Gordius Midas III. was fucceeded by Gordius III. perhaps his fon. 

III. He is mentioned by Herodotus Q as father to Midas, and that 

is all we can fay of him. Herodotus does not ftile him king, 
but as his fon reigned, it is not unlikely, that he held the 
crown before him. 

Midas Midas IV. fon of Gordius, was the firft among foreign 

IV. princes that fent donations to the oracle at Delphi ; he pre- 
sented that deity with the royal feat or tribunal, from whence 
he ufed to adminifter juftice. Herodotus, in whofe time it 
was ftill to be feen, commends it as a piece of molt exquifitc 
workmanfhip w : at that time it flood by the golden cups, 
with which Gyges king of Lydia had prefented the fame oracle \ 
for after Midas Gyges was the firft of the Barbarians, as He- 
rodotus informs us, who fijnt prefents to Delphi *. Perhaps 

r AtHJIN JEUS,1. X. C. I. • SuiDAS A*Ttrfp*W. POLLUX. 1. iv. 

r Theocritus Eidill. x. Erasm. Adag. Chiliad, iii. Cent. iv. 
Ad. lxxv. 1 Poly/enus, lib. vii. u Hbrodot. lib. i. 
w Herodot. |. i. * Hero dot. ubi fupra. 

f this 
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this Midas was fucceeded by another Gordius y for we find 
that the kings of Phrygia took alternatively the names of 
Gordius and Midas. 

Midas V*. lived in moft calamitous times, when the Cim~ Midas "V 
msrians, being driven out of Europe by the $cyihia7js, in- 
vaded Ajia Minor 1 poffeiied themfelves of Sardis, and made 
a moft dreadful havock of the Lydians, Paphlagonians, and 
Phrygians. Midas not finding himfelf in a condition 
to oppofe fo powerful an enemy, and forefeeing the 
many evils that were inevitably to fall upon him, thought beft 
to prevent them by putting an end to bis unhappy days, which 
he did accordingly, drinking off a large cup of bull's blood 
And this is the firft time that we find this fort of death men- 
tioned in hiftory 5 his example was followed long after by 
Pfa?nmenitus king of Egypt, and Themiftocles the Athenian. 
Plutarch z fays, that Mida 




to defpair by frightful dreams and apparitions 5 but thefe in all 
likelihood were occafioned from the terror and confternation 
he was in, at the approach or" fo dreadful and mercilefs an ene- 
my. Midas had two fons, Adrajius, and another whofe 
name is not mentioned in hiftory. Adrajlus, having unfor- Year of 
tunately killed his brothor in his father's life-time, and being the Flood* 
thereupon banilhed Phrygian repaired to the court of Crcefus 24.47. 
king of Lydia, who not only purified him, according to the Year be- 
cuftom of thofe days, from the blood he had innocently fhed, fore Chri ft 
but earneftly p relied him to remain at his court, alluring him, 55^ 
he fhould want for nothing that Crcefus could give him. A- 
drajius complied with his requeft, and being entrufted with 
the education of the king's favourite fon by name Atys, he 
unfortunately killed him too at a chace ; which fo grieved 
him, that he laid violent hands on himfelf, though Crcefus 
had generoufly forgiven him \ In him ended the royal fa- 
mily of Phrygta, which became a province of the Lydian mo- 
narchy, and continued in that ftate till Crcefus was conquered 
and all Lydia reduced by Cyrus, as we (hall relate in the hif- 
tory of Lydia. 

y STRAB.I.i, Eustath ivs in odyfT. x z Plutarch. 
in Flaminio. * Hirodot. ubi fupra. 
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SECT, V. 

The H/Jiory of Phrygia Minor. 

TH E tra& we commonly call Phrygia Minor was an- 
tiently ftiled Troas, Teucria, and Dardania 9 fropi 
kings that reigned in that country. It was alfo nam- 
ed I da a from mount Jda y and Phrygia from the Phrygians, 
who were matters of great part of it, fome fay before, others 
after, the deftru&ion of Troy ; the epithet of Minor was ad- 
ded to diftinguifh it from the other Phrygia where Midas 
reigned, as Eujiathius exprefles himfelf 3 . In the reign of 
king Priam the name of Troas generally prevailed. 

This country was divided into two parts, the maritime 
called Hellefpontiaca and the mediterranean termed Epiftetus* 
The former borrowed its name from the Hellefpontj and ex- 
tended along the coaft from the town of Percote to the pro- 
montory Leftum or Lefion, oppofite to the north fide of the 
ifland of Lejbos. This part was properly called Troas or Tro- 
ja, though the Trojan kingdom extended from the river JEfo~ 
pus to the banks of the Caicus b , including not only Troas but 
alfo the Greater and Lejfer My/sa. Epiftetus, or the inland 
part of Phrygia Minor, extended to the neighbourhood of 
mount Olympus in the Greater Myfia. This part at firft be- 
longed to Prujias king of Bithynia, who yielded it, by agree- 
ment, to Eumenes king of Pergamus, whence it was called £- 
piSfetus, that is, acquired. However, thefe appellations are 

frequently confounded, andboth attributed to all Phrygia Mi- 
nor (A). 

Phrygia Minor, as precifely as we can gather, lay between 
the forty and forty fecond degrees of north latitude, and was 
but of a very fmall extent in longitude, which we ihall not 

a Eustatm. inDionyf. ver. 810. b Strab. I xiii. p. 
582. 

(A) Strabo fometimes diftinguifhes Troas Hellefpontiaca from 2?- 
picletus, and fonietimes confounds them ; nay, he often makes E- 
piRetus part of Phrygia Major (69), wherein he agrees with Ptole- 
my. Eujiathius diftinguiflies three Phrygias, viz. the Greater, where 
Midas reigned, extending as far as Pijidia ; the Lejfer lying on the 
Hellefpont, and from thence reaching to mount Olympus ; the third 
he calls Epiftetus^ and places it near Dorylaum . 

(69) Strai, /. xii p. 374. 38I. 393. 

pretend 
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pretend to determine, there being a great difagreement among 
authors as to the boundaries of the inland provinces. In ge- 
neral we may fay, that Phrygia Minor, as comprehending 
both the Hellejpontiaca and EpiSfetus, was bounded by the 
Propontis on the norh, by the Mgean fea on the fouth, by My- 
Jia Minor on the eaft, and the Hellefpont on the weft. 

Om the coaft where the cities of Percote, Abydus, Arijba, Cities of 
Dardanum, Rhasteum, Sigeum, Troy, or Ilium, Larijfa, Co- Phrygia 
lona, Alexandria, Troas, &c. Percote is often mentioned Minor, 
by Strabo, Pliny, Arrian, and Homer, who mentions one 
Merops and his two fons as being of this city c. Abydos was 
built by the Milefians on the Hellefpont, and became famous 
for the poetical ftory of Hero and Leander. Here it was that 
Xerxes began his bridge fo much talked of, over which in fe- 
ven days and feven nights he marched according to Herodotus^ 
feventeen hundred thoufand foot and fourfcore thoufand horfe, 
pxclufive of the camels and carriages. Here all Alexander's 
cavalry and moft of his infantry landed, under the command 
of Parmenio, on their paffing out of Europe into Afia. The 
geographers are generally of opinion that the caftles of the 
Dardanelles were built on the ruins of Se/los and Abydos $ 
but they are manifeftly miftaken, for the caftles are direitly 
oppofite to each other, whereas Se/los was a great way nearer 
the Propontis than Abydos \ and Strabo d reckons 3750 paces 
from the port of Abydos to that of Se/los. Befides, there are 
no remains of antiquity to be feen near the caftles, but very 
remarkable ones three miles farther, where the channel is 
confiderably narrower 0 (B). Arifba, the place appointed for 

the 



c Homer. Iliad, a. ver. 229. <* Str ab. 1. xiii. c Tourne- 
roRT voyage au Levant. Spon. voyage d'ftalie, Dalmatie, &c. 

(B) The Hellefpont, every one knows, fignifies the fea of Helle ; 
for the antients tell us, that a daughter of Atbamas king of Tbebes, 
whofe name was Helle, was drowned in that channel as Ihe was 
carrying the golden fleece to Colchis with her, brother Phryxus 
{70). The name of Dardanelles is probably derived from Darda- 
num, an ancient city not far from the caftles bearing that name. 
This ftrait was antiently called the Hellefpont and the ftrait of A- 
bydos ; but now it goes under the following names, the ftrait of 
Gallipoli, the channel of the Dardanelles, the arm of St. George ; 
from a famous church of St. George in a village called Periftafis 
not far from Gallipoli: It is known to the Turks by the name of 
Boghas, or ftrait of the white fia. The mouth of the channel is 



(70) Mvftatb. in Dionyf p. 810. 
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the general rendezvous of Alexander s army, after he had 
patted the Hellefpont. Dardamun, built, by king Dardanus^ 
near a promontory, bearing the fame name. This city was 

defended by two new caft!es, which Mahomet IV. built in 1659. 
to Jecure his fleet againft the infuks of the Venetia?ts^ who ufed to 
attack it in fight of the old caftles. The waters, that pafs through 
this ftrait from out of the Propcntrs, flow with great rapidity ; 
when die north-wind blows no fhip can e> ter, but when 'tis fouth, 
the current is fcarce perceptible. Tournef or t (71). tells us, that 
the mouth of the Heltefpont is four miles and a half over. But Le 
Brun (72) fays, that it is only a mile and a quarter. Spun (73) 
informs us, that where the old caitles (land the Hellefpont is near 
two miles broad, and that the very name of Abydo or Avido is un- 
known to the inhabitants of the p'ace. But Le Brun a {fares us 
(74), that the ftrait at the o!d caitles is only half a mile over, 
and that one of them is ftill called Sejios, and the other Abydo or 
Avido ; he adds, that this fea, where broadeft, is but a mile and a 
quarter over, and half a mile where narrowed : Among the an- 
tients, Strabo (75) allows it about a mile in the narrowed 
place; Pliny (70) and Herodotus (77), feven furlongs or ftadia, 
and Polybim only two (78 \ Of Abydos was Leander, who ufed 
to fwim from thence to' Scftos to vifit his miftrefs. One night that 
the fea was very rough, and he near being drowned, Martial makes 
him addrefs the waves thus ; 

Parch 6 dum propero, mergite dum redeo. 

He is reprefented on the medals of Caracal la and Alexander Seve- 
ns, as conducted by a cupid flying before him with a torch. The 
inhabitants of this city made a vigorous refiftance againft Philip of 
Z 'aced.m, and when they were not able to hold out any longer, 
chofe rather to deftroy themf elves than fubmit to the conoueror. 
Abydos was taken by the Turks through the treachery of the go- 
vernor's daughter in the year 1330. It will not be amifs to ob- 
serve here, that what Herodotus (79) relates of Xerxes* viz. that 
he ordered three hundred ladies to be given to the fen, and a 
pair of fetters to be thrown into it for having broke down 
the firft bridge he built here, is looked upon by fome as quite 
fabulous. Gilles (80"^ thinks, that this piece of folly was firft laid 
to his charge by the Greek poets, and that Herodotus took the thing 
too ferioufly ; the 300 ladies , fays chjs writer, intimate 300 an- 
chor 1 ;, that were thrown into the fea to fix the {hips .that formed 
the bridge; and by the pair of fetters is meant the two iron 
chains that fattened them together at both ends and on each, fide, 

* 

Tourvrf'irt. ubi fupra. (72) Le Brun voyage au Levant. 
(-> \ ) .fyo/;, ubi fttpra. fj.i) Le Brun, ubi Jupra. f 75) 

S/mb I \ ii, (-(,) Pint. 1. viii. c. «2, (77) Hrrodot. 

I v'i. r. ;.t f-jSJ Polybius, L c. (79) Hrrodot. /. vii. 

Dc fio/pb, Tfrac. .'. i : r. 1 

the 
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the refidence of Dardanus and his fucceflbr Erichthonius. It 
communicated its name to the neighbouring country, and in 
length of time to all Troas. Some think, that the Darda- 
nelles borrowed their name from this city. Here Mithri- 
daies and Sylla concluded a peace. Some fay, with what 
foundation we know not, that Dardanum was the patrimony 
of /Eneas. Rhcsteum, memorable for the tomb of Ajax, who 
was faid to have been interred there f . Sigeum, feated on a 
promontory of the fame name, whence that fea is called the 
Sigean fea s . On this promontory was the tomb of Achilles*, 
which Alexander 'honoured with a vifit, and in antient times 
a ftatue of the fame Achilles h with ear-rings like the' ftatue of 
a woman, which Tertullian 1 interprets as an argument of his 
effeminacy in point of drefs (C). 

Troy or Ilium, a city of great fame, and made immortal 
by the inimitable poems ot Homer and Virgil \ was built by 
Tros king of that country, who called it, Troy from his own 
name, and Ilium from that of his fon litis. It was feated on 
a rifmg ground near mount Ida, and about five miles from 
the fhore. There were fcarce any remains of it to be feen in 
Strato's time, and moft of the antient, as well as the mo- 
dern writers, confound the old and new Ilium. All Strabo * 
fays of its fituation is, that the new Ilium or Troy was 30 
furlongs nearer the fhore than the old city. Tin's new city 
was reduced to a village in the time of Alexander the Great, 
remarkable for nothing but a temple of Minerva, which that 
prince vifited after defeating Darius on the banks of the Gw- 
nicus, and enriched with offerings, bellowing ample privileges 
on the place, and honouring it with the title of city. He 
likewife ordered the buildings to be repaired, and the whole 

f St r a B.I. xiii p. 409. e ViRc JEneid. Ji. ver. 312. 

^SaLmAsius Plinianze exercitat. p. 610. 1 Thrtul. <1c 

paliio. k St ft a b . 1. xiii. 

(C) Pliny (81) places not far from hence the the tomb of Prote* 
filatii with trees fct round it of a very extrordinary nature ; for 
when they are grown up to fuch a height as ro he difcovrrcd from 
Troy, they begin to wither, and foon after die ; then rhcy fhoot 
up again, and thrive till they are grown up to their former heigh % 
when they begin anew to decay and wither ; and tin's viciffitude 
of fhooting up and dy'ui™ away has continued, fays our author, 
ever fince they were firft planred ; that is, fincc the death of Pro- 
tefilaus, who in the Trojan expedition was the firfl among the Greeks 
tfiat fct foot in AJra, and the firlt that was flain. 

(81; Plln. L ::vi c. 44. 

city 
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city to be embellifhed, which was performed by Lyjimachus % 
one of his generals, who furrounded it with a wall of 40 fur* 
longs in circumference. This new city was almoft reduced 
to the condition of the former, and was more like a village 
than a city, when the Romans firft entered AJia. As they 
pretended to be the genuine offspring of the antient Trojans^ 
no coft nor pains was fpared to reftore it to its antient luftre, 
cfpecially in the time of the C&fars, Cafar Auguflus fent 
thither a colony, embellifhed the city with many ftately build- 
ings, and enriched it with moft ample privileges and exemp- 
tions. And of this Ilium are, without all doubt, the ruins 
which are to be feen at prefent. Bcllonius 1 tells us, that in 
his time the walls were yet Handing with the ruinous monu- 
numents of their turrets, and that he fpent four hours in 
compafling them, partly on horfeback, and partly on foot. 
He obferved round the walls a great many marble tombs of 
moft exquifite workmanfhip, with their covers entire. Two 
of thefe were ftill remaining when Mr. Spon m vifited thofe 
places, who informs us, that they were in the ftyle of the 
antient Romans, and not unlike thofe that are to be feen at 
Aries ; whence he concludes them to be the remains of that 
Troy which was rebuilt by the Romans* Bellonius likewife 
obferved the ruins of three great towers, one on the top of a 
hill not far from the fhore, another about the middle, and 
the third at the bottom, with a great many large cifterns to 
receive the rain-water. As to the fo much celebrated rivers 
Xanthus and Simois, he calls them fmall brooks, and adds, 
that in fummer-time they are quite dry. But Sandys * thinks, 
they are not fo contemptible as Bellonius makes them, who 
perhaps mi (look others for them. Spon • obferved on the 
ibuth of the haven three columns lying among the bryars, of 
which two were entire, and each of one Angle piece, being 
thirty foot long ; the third, which was broken in three places^ 
was thirty five feet in length, and four feet nine inches in 
diameter ; they were all three of granate. Le Brun p fpeaks 
of great remains of a moft noble ftrudture which he vifited at 
the difhnce of about five miles from the coaft. The four 
gitcs of this great edifice, at that time intire, were about 
forty live feet in height, and near them ftood a wall of an 
extraordinary thicknefs with fourteen gates of a competent 
iize ; the veftiges of this magnificent ftru&ure took up a 
hundred and thirty feet in length, and a hundred in breadth. 

m 

y 

1 Bellonius, I. ii. c. 6. m Spon, ubi fupra, "Sah- 
i>ys, I. i. 0 Spon, voyage d'ltalie, Dalpiatie, &c. p Le 
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Our author thinks, that thefe ruins may vie with any monu- 
ments of antiquity he ever faw. The harbour of Troy, fa 
much (poke of by the antients, is now quite choaked up with 
fend ; however, there are ftill to be feen fragments of co- 
lumns, to which they fattened their fhips and gallies, and as 
thefe were placed round it, Sport thinks," that the port was 
about a mile and a half in circumference. As to antient 
Ilium, we fhall have occafion to fpeak of it more at length in 
the reign of king Priam, when it was taken and laid in afhes 
by the Greeks after a ten years fiege. 

Troas Alexandria was fituated between the promontories 
of Lettum and Sigeum, and is named by Stcphanus in the fe- 
cond place among the eighteen cities, which were fo called 
from Alexander. It is fometimes named Alexandria without 
the appellation of Troas, and fometimes Troas without that 
of Alexandria, or Alexandrea, which has made fome think, 
that Alexandria and Troas were two different cities. Its firft 
name was Antigonia from its founder Antigonus, which was 
afterwards changed by Lyjimachus into that of Alexandria in 
honour of Alexander * This is fuppofed to be the place 
meant by the apoftle Afts xx. 6. it being at that time the me- 
tropolis of the province ; it lies now in ruins, and is called 
by the Turks EJki-StambouL Thefe are the chief cities on 
the coaft, the others are but of fmall account, and therefore 
we fhall dwell no longer on this fubje&. 

Of the rivers that watered Troas or Phrygia Minor, we 
fhall only mention the Scamander and Simois, rivers, as Me- 
la writes r , greater by fame than by nature. The Scamander 
rifes from mount Ida, and, having received within its banks, 
not far from Troy, the Simois, difcharges itfelf into the /Egean 
fea, over-againft the ifland of Tenedos. It is faid by Hero- 
dotus to have been drunk up by the army of ^Xerxes. Pliny? 
calls it a navigable river, and diftinguifhes it from the Xan- 
Ithus, though it \i certain that thefe are but two different ap- 
pellations of one and the fame river. Its original name was 
Scamander ; but it was afterwards called alfo Xanthus, becaufe 
it was believed to communicate a yellowifh tindture to the 
flieep that drank its waters c . Homer tells us u , that it was 
named Scamander by the gods and Xanthus by men, where 
according to his cuftom he afcribes the mod antient appella- 
tion to the gods, and the more modern to men. This river 

1 Pmnivs, I. v. c. 30. Strab. lib. xiii. p. 408. 'Pom- 
pon. Mela, I. i. c, 18. r Pl in 1 us, 1. v. c. 30. ( £uan. 
dc animal. 1. viii. c. 21. ubius fequefter de fluminibus. Maxi- 

Mi/t Tyriui Serm, ta. 11 Iliad xx, ver. 74. 
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was honoured by Hefiod with the title of divine Scamander. 
It was a cuftom among the Phrygian brides to bathe them- 
felves before marriage in this river, ufing on that occafion 
the following words, Receive^ O Scamander, my virginity. 
Which opportunity one Cimon an Athenian taking hold of, 
under the difguife of a river-god deflowered Callirhoe, a no- 
ble virgin, at that time betrothed, and thereby occafioned 
the abrogating of that fuperftitious ceremony. 

The Simois fprings likewife out of mount Ida, falls into 
the Scamander near Ilium, and difcharges itfelf into the 
gean fea, as we faid' already. Whatever thefe rivers were in 
antient times, they are at prefent but fmall brooks, if the 
accounts of our modern travellers are to be depended upon. 

Id a is the only mountain of this country that deferves no- 
tice. It is rather a ridge of hills than a fingle one ; for it 
extends from the city of Zeleia, near the borders of Myfia 
Minor, to the promontory Leftum. We are told by the 
poets, that Paris on this hill, being chofen judge by the three 
contending goddeffes, decided the contrpverfy in favour of 
Venus, which, fay they, occafioned the deftru&ion of Troy. 

The foil of this country was antiently rekoned among the 
moft fertile that were then known. It was productive of 
whatever was requifite for the pleafures of life, and yielded 
to no fpot that lay under the fame happy parallel ; nor at this 
day are there wanting figns and fufficient indications there- 
of, though it is now in part uncultivated and negle&ed. Our 
modern travellers defcribe the AJiatic coaft of the Hellcfpont 
as a moft beautiful and fertile trad: of -land, the hills being 
covered with vineyards and olive-plantations, and the vales 
produ&ive of all forts of grain w . 

Over-against Troy lay Tenedos about two leagues from 
the fliore, and formed the Trojan harbour. As all the fplen- 
dor and magnificence of this ifland flood and* fell with Troy, 
it will not be improper to infert here a fucxindt account of 
it. All antient writers agree, that this ifland was firft called 
Leucophrys, and afterwards Tenedos from one Tenes or TenneSy 
who brought a colony thither from the continent. Tennes 
was fon to Cycnus king of Colons in Troas, and is defcribed 
by Dtodorus Skulus * as a man of great probity and juftice, 
having been greatly beloved by his fubje&s during his life, 
ami adored by them after his death. The antient inhabitants 
of Tenedos gave the following account of him, which Diodo- 
rus Siculus looks upon as fabulous, but Suidas and Paufanias 
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feem to credit. Tennes 9 fay they, was ion of Cycnus and 
Proclea, fifter to Caletor, who was killed by Ajax in attempt- 
ing to burn the (hips of Protcjilaus. Cycnus^ after the death 
of his wife Proclca, married Philonome^ who falling in love 
with her ftep-fon Tennes, and finding that flie could by no 
means make him comply with her inceftuous defires, com- 
plained of him to her hufband, as if he had offered violence 
to her. Stepbanus adds, that the evidence flie produced in 
proof of her charge was a player on the flute. Cycnus giving 
more credit to his wife than his fon, caufed him to be ftiut 
up in a cheft and thrown into the fea, which carried the cheft 
iafe to the ifland we are fpeaking of, where Tcnnes was re- 
ceived as fent by the gods, and with loud acclamations pro- 
claimed king. Some writers tell us, that his fifter by name 
Hemstbea, not caring to outlive her brother, was at her own 
requeft with him locked up in the cheft. Some time after 
Cycnus, being convinced of his fon's innocence, failed to 
Tenedos to crave his pardon, and exprefs the concern he was 
in for fo hafty and inhuman a refolution. But Tennes in- 
ftead of receiving him went to the harbour, where with a 
hatchet he cut the cable which faftened his father's, fhip to 
the Ihore. This hatchet was carried by Pericfytus 9 a citizen 
of Tenedos, to Delpbos, and there lodged in the temple of A- 
polio. The Tenedians caufed two others to be made refem- 
bling this in fhape and fize, which they confecratd in the 
temple of their city. Thefe adventures gave birth to two 
famous proverbs among the antients (D). 

SECT. 

(D) The one is Tfri&oc avtarw, that is, the Teneiian flayer on 
the flute, a faying ufed by the antients to reproach a falfe evidence. 
The other Tc'm&oc *ie7«kv<; 9 that is, the Tenedian Ax, an exprcfTion 
ufed to fignify a quick and an unalterable refolution (82). A/if. 
totle % cited by Stepbanus, explains this in a different manner. He 
fays, that a king of Tenedas having enacted a law forbidding a- 
dultery on pain of death, the firft that tranfgrelTed this law was 
his own fon, who was therefore beheaded wich an ax. Stepbanus 
adds, that the heads of the two lovers back to back: were repre- 
fented on the medals of the ifland, and on the rcverfc the ax 
with which they were beheaded. Tis certain fevera! medals of 
this kind have been found in that ifland. Some take tiiele two 
heads to be thofe of Tennes and his fifter Hemitbea, others of Ju- 
piter and fome Amazon, who might have founded a city in Tene- 
dos. The ax on the reverfe was the inftrument ufed by the inha- 
bitants in the execution of their criminals. Suidas tells us, that 
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SECT. VI. 

Of the antiquity \ government, laws, religion, cujloms^ 

' arts, learning, and trade of the Trojans. 

THE inhabitants of Lejfer Phrygia or Trojans, fo cal- 
led from Troy the metropolis of that country, were 
without all doubt a very antient people ; but as to 
their original there is a great difagreement among authors. 

Some 

Tennes after he was fettled on the threne of Tenedos ordered an offi- 
cer to ftand behind the judge in all public trials with an ax in his 
hand, ready to ftrike off the head of fuch as Ihould give falfe 
evidence ; and hence Tmhoq avfywiroi;, TenSioq <rw%yb%os 9 that is, A 
man of 7 enedos, an advocate of Tenedos 9 were expreffions ufed to 
fignify a man or a judge of great feverity (83). Nothing has ren- 
dered this ifland more famous than the fiege of Troy. It was with- 
in fight of that powerful city, as Virgil obferves {84) ; he fup- 
pofes, that the Greeks concealed themfelves behind this ifland when 
they feigned to raife the liege. After the fall of Troy, the inha- 
bitants were brought fo low, that they gave themfelves up to 
their neighbours, as Paufanias obferves. Tenedos was one of the 
firft conquefts of the Per/tans, after the overthrow of the lonians 
at the iile of Lada [ 85). It was reduced by the Athenians , or at 
leaft fided with them againft the Lacedemonians fince Nicolocbus ad- 
miral of Lacedemon ravaged this ifland, and raifed contributions in 
it in fpite of the vigilance of the Athenian generals. The Romans 
enjoyed Tenedos in their turn, and the temple of that town was 
plundered by Verres, who, as Tu/fy informs us, carried away, to 
the great grief of all the inhabitants, the ftatue of Ttnnes founder of 
the city (86). This ifland is about eighteen miles in circumfe- 
rence. It had one city, two havens, and a temple dedicated to 
Apollo Smyntbius, of which idol we lhall have occafion to fpeak 
prcfcntly. There are no ruins to be feen at Tenedos except thofe 
of the granaries, which Juftinian caufed to be built as a repofitory 
for the corn that was brought from Alexandria to Conftantinople, 
left it fhould mould on fhip-board, the veflils being frequently 
wind-bound for a confiderablc time at the entrance of the Darda- 
nelles Thde magazines, as Procopius informs us, were two hun- 
dred and eighty feet long, and ninety broad (87). The mufcate 
wine of this ifland is the moft delicious of all the Levant, and 

(S3) Suidas, Erafmus, ubi fupra. Gc. lib. ii. Epift. ad Fra* 
/rem. Town fort, *voyag. au Leaf. f 84) Virg. jEneid, I. ii. 

(85) Herodot.l vi. (86) Cic. pro Mam I. pro Muratna pro Arch, 
pet a. (87; Procop. do JEJifc. Juftin. I. v. c . I. 
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Some make them Samothracians by defcent, others Greek:, 
and tell us that Teucer, according to them the firft king of 
Troy y was by birth an Athenian^ and lord of a village named 
Axonus. Some derive them from the ifland of Crete, from 
whence they fuppofe Phrygia Minor to have been peopled ; 
but thefe are again divided among themfelves as to the leader 
of this colony, fome bellowing that honour on Teucer, o- 
thers on Dardanus. Some will have them defcended from 
the Arcadians, and there are not wanting writers who make 
them even come originally from Italy, which opinion, though 
deftitute of all probability, was embraced by Virgil, as moft 
redounding to the glory of that country, and perhaps current 
among the Romans in his days. Bo chart r thinks, that Lef- 
fer Phrygia was planted by AJhkenaz Gamer's eldeft fon, there 
being the footfteps of his name in the Afcanian lake, and a 
river called Afcanius with a bay of the fame name in Bi- 
thynia, and likewife in a city named Afcania in Leffer Phry- 
gia, with ifles on the coaft named the Afcanian iflands : He 
alfo obferves, that, befides Afcanius the fon of Mneas, Ho* 
mer mentions a king of that name, who was at the fiege of 
Troy. Hence he concludes, that a colony was led by Ajh- 
kenaz out of Greater Phrygia, where his Father had fettled, 
into Troas or Lejfer Phrygia, and that by this colony and their 
defcendants that tra£t of country was peopled, which from 
the JEgean fea extends along the coaft of the Hellefpont and 
Propontis, to the Pontus Euxinus or Axenus, as it was firft 
called by the Geeeks, which he fuppofes to be a corruption 
for the fea of AJhkenaz. He obferves, that the fcripture, a- 
mong the nations which were to be called by the Medes under 
Cyrus to deftroy Babylon^ mentions Ararat, Minni, and Ajh- 
kenaz. And to prove, that the Afl)kenaz mentioned in fcrip- 
ture were the people of thefe parts, he fliews out of Xeno- 
phon z , that Hyfiafpes having conquered Phrygia that lies on 
the Hellefpont, brought from thence many of the horfe and 
other foldiers, which Cyrus carried with him to the fiege of 
Babylon. But whoever was the progenitor of the firft inha- 
bitants of this country, it is certain, that in procefs of rimu 



1 Phaleg. I. iii. c. 9. z Cyropsed. 1. vii. 

though it is not celebrated by the antients as that of Sch and 
Lejbos, yet it may be proved from feveral medals, that Tenedos has 
m all times produced great plenty of good wine, fincc on the rc- 
vcrfe of fome medals of that ifland is to be fcen the branch of 0 
vine charged with grapes, a plain indication, that it wan in an- 
ient time* famed for this produ&ion. 
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their blood was mixed with that of foreigners, namely of 
Myfians, Samothracians, Greek s, and Cretans , who fettled 
among them, and were reckoned of the fame defcent with 
the antient proprietors. 
Govern- As to their government, it was, no doubt, monarchical 
nma* and hereditary \ for from Dardanus to Priam we find the 

father conftandy fuccecded by the fon, or the elder brother 
by the younger. Their country was at firftj like moft others, 
parcelled out into feveral petty kingdoms; for we read of 
Cycnus, Pandarus, Eurypi us, and other princes of fmall ter- 
ritories within the limits of Lejjer Pbrygia*. But all thefe 
were in length of time either driven out by, or made tribu- 
tary to, tru* Trojan kings ; infomuch, that Strabo b enume- 
rates no fewer than nine fmall kingdoms or principalities fub- 
je£t to Troy, befules the ifland of Lesbos. And this is what 
drew out the Trojan war to fuch a length, for all thefe coun- 
tries were to be iubdued before Troy could be inverted. Di- 
odorus Siculus, informs use, that the Trojans were fubdued 
by Ninus ; but Phllojiraius tells us in exprefs terms, that they 
were allies, and no ways vaffals or tributaries to the /tjfyrt- 
ans* The Trojan kings fcem to have been abfolute and no 
ways controlable by the fubjeft. But we {hall have occaiion 
to refume this fubjedl when we come to their hiftory. 

We have no particular fyftem of their laws, and fhall there- 
fore pais to their religion. 
Religion. As to the religion of the Trojans, it was in fubftance hard- 
ly different from that of the inhabitants of Greater Pbrygta, 
which we have already deferibed. Their principal deities feem 
to have been Cybcle, or, as they ftiled her, the great mother of 
the Gods, who, according to the common opinion, was brought 
into Tro,:s from Crete by Teuccr, lord of that iiland and the 
progenitor of the Trojans*. She was chiefly worfhipped on 
the hills of Ida, Dindymus, Berecyntbus, and Cybele, whence 
flie borrowed her name. Apollo, who had a temple in the 
ciudel of Troy called Pergarmts. In this temple, and by this 
god, Hoxier feigns, that Mneas was concealed, till the wounds 
he had received in an encounter with Diomedes were cured by 
Latonu and Diana, A'pollo's mother and fitter, Minerna or 
PalLs, from vvhulo temple Virgil pathetically dgferibes G.'f- 
jandra drr.rrgcd by the victorious Greeks, while the city was in 
flaii - : ls e . The famous Palladium was a wooden flatue of this 
goi.v.ciL, holciir. j; in one hand a buckler, and a fpear in the o- 
the: , lb contrived as to move them, and at the fame time roll 
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her eyes in a threatning manner. We are told, that, while 
the Trojans were ere&ing a temple to Pallas in their citadel, 
this ftatue fell from heaven into the temple before it was co- 
vered ; whereupon an oracle being confulted returned anfwer, 
that the city of Troy could not be taken fo long as it en- 
joyed this heavenly gift j which coming to the knowledge of 
the Greeks, Diomedes and Ulyjfes got privately into the caftle, 
killed the guards, and by bereaving the Trojans of their main 
Defence enabled the Greeks to take the city. All the Roman 
writers affure us, that this Palladium was brought into Italy % 
by JEneas, and lodged firfl: at Lavinium, afterwards at Alba 9 
and at laft removed to Rome, and depofited there in the tem- 
ple of Vejia under the care of the veftals and the Nautian fa- 
mily. The Romans were fo ftrongly poffeft with thefalfe no- 
tion, that the city, which was bleft with this valuable trea- 
fure, could never fall into the enemies hands, that Metellus y 
feeing the temple of Vejia all in flames, ventured his life 
without the leaft hefitation to refcuethis facred depofitum, and 
was on that fcore thanked by the fenate and people of Rome, as 
if he had faved the republic. The Romans univerfally believed 
themfelves matters of the true Palladium, but could never 
ihew how they came by it. For to fay, that it was in Troy 
when the city was taken, is the fame as to deny its boafted 
virtue of rendering that city impregnable in which it was lodg- 
ed. On the other hand, if it was irolen by thtGreeks before 
they entered Troy, howcoukl Mneas bring it into Italy (E). 

Venus 

(E) There is great variety of opinions among the antients as 
to the Trojan Palladium, Some tell us {88), that a king of 
Phrygia Major prefented I/us with a pied ox, warning him at the 
fame time to build a city where the ox fliould lie down ; that I/us 
followed him, and in the place where he lay down built a city, call- 
ing it from his own name Ilium. They add, that Ilus, having de- 
fired Jupiter to fignify his approbation by fome vifible token, 
found the Palladium next morning before his tent. Others fay (Sg) 9 
that Chryfas daughter of Pal/as, marrying Dardanus, brought him 
the Palladium as part of her fortune ; that Dardanus firft ere&ed 
a temple in Samotbrace to this and other deities, and afterwards 
took them with him into Phrygia on the Hellespont. Lycopbron feems 
to infmuate, that the Pa/ladium was a Phoenician goddefs, for he 
calls Ulyjfes AfiXpivoj-yj/xoy jcXotta Oou'U/ts 0=^? (90). Johannes Anti- 

ocbeuus, Euftatbius, and others fay, that it was made by a certain 
mathematician, and covered over with a human fkin (91) Julius 
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Venus alfo is counted among the Trojan deities, but as to 
Vefta, whom jEneas is faid by the poets to have carried into 
Italy, with his houfliold gods, we find not any footfieps of 
worihip paid her at Troy. She was indeed worshipped all o- 
ver Greece, where there was not one city, but could fhew a 
temple dedicated to this goddefs with a lamp always burning 
in honour of her, which has made fome think, that the rites 
and ceremonies of Vejia were introduced into Italy by the 
Greeks, and not by the Trojans f . 

Among the other Trojan deities we find mention made of 
Apollo Sminthius, fo ftiled from the Phrygian word Sminthos 
fignifying a field-moufe. We are told s , that this fort of ver- 
min made fuch a devaftatiori in the fields of Troas, that the 
inhabitants, finding all other means of ridding the country of 
them unfuccefsful, had recourfeto the oracle oiDelphos, which 
anfwered, that they fliould be delivered from that plague if 
they facrificed to Sminthian Apollo, which they did according- 
ly, and moreover erefted a temple in Amaxito a city of Troas 
to their pretended deliverer, addreffing him under the titl^pf. 
Sminthian Apollo. Others h relate the matter in a different 
manner, and tell us, that the inhabitants of Troas worfhipv 
ped mice for having on a certain occafion gnawed the ^bo^r* 

f Prude nt ius contra Symmach.l. ii. feet. viii. g Strab. 
I. xiii. JEt i an, vit. H. 1. iv. h Po l e mo apud Clem. Protrepjtf^ 

Firmicus (92 \ Clemens (93) and Amoiius (94.), tell us, that the 
Gentiles believed it to have been made of the bones of Pelops . Ac- 
cording to the common opinion it was ftolen out of the citadel of 
Troy by Diomedes and Vlyffes ; but fome tell us, that the true Pal- 
ladium never fell into the hands of the Greeks, it being carefully 
concealed, and another of the fame fliape and fize expofed to pub- 
lic adoration ; this, fay they, was carried off by Diomedes and U- 
lyjjes ; but the true Palladium remained in Troy till JEneas removed 
it from thence to Lavinium. But as this is derogating from the 
virtue of the true Palladium, and putting it, as it were, upon the 
fame level with a falfe one, fince it was not able to fave the city 
in which it was kept, others, to mend the matter, (uppofe, that 

the Greeks returned the Palladium to the Trojans, or rather to JE- 
neas y bciug warned fo to do by the oracles. But we mall have oc- 
cafion co examine in the courfe of this hiftory the truth of JEne- 
as's voyage co Italy, and add fomething relating to this famous 
idol In the mean time we may obferve, that there was another 
Palladium of great fame worfhipped at j4tbens f which Nicias had 
placed in the caftle of that city. 

(92 ^ Dc error e profanar. religion, c. xvi. (93) //; protvept. 

Adwrfus gtntes, J. iv. 
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firings of their enemies, and thereby fecured a complete vic- 
tory to the Phrygians, The worihip of Apollo Sminthius 
was introduced into Myjia, the ifle of Tenedos, and other 
countries ; for Strabo 4 tells us, that a moufe was engraved 
at the foot of Apollo's ftatue in a temple of Chryfa a city of 
Myfia, to unfold the reafon of his being furnamed Smintbian 5 
he adds, that the ftatue was done by Scopas a celebrated Ac- 
tuary of Paros. The fame author, in fpeaking of the ifle of 
Tenedos^ fays, that it had one town, two havens, and a tem- 
ple dedicated to Sminthian Apollo (F). As to the religious 
cuftoms and ceremonies of the Trojans we are almoft quite in 
the dark ; but we may fuppofe them to have been much the 
fame with thofe of the inhabitants of Pbrygia Major. 

The character we have of the Trojans is, that they were Charafier. 
a brave and warlike people ; and in this we fliall be more con- 
firmed when we come to view their behaviour in the reign of 
king Priam, when they withftood for nine years with uncom- 
mon bravery the combined forces of all Greece. They feem 
tofhfcve entertained a fond veneration for their deities, and a 
great'tefpeft for their princes ; for we do not find in their hif- 
tory any kind of inteftine broils, or plots, or confpiracies a- 
gainft the prince on the throne, whoever he was. Cuftoms 

We can fay nothing particular touching the cuftoms of the language, 
T r Pjans 9 their civil concerns, or their arts and learning ; they Sec. 
jfffe^elebrated by the antients as one of the moft polite and 
civilized nations of thofe days, and in the reigns of their lat- 
ter kings they arofe to a very confiderable pitch of fplendor 
and magnificence, thofe gr^eat encouragers of arts and induftry. 
Their language was in all likelihood the fame with that fpoken 
by the inhabitants of Greater Phrygia, and perhaps in all that 
tradt, which was afterwards known by the name of Afta Pro- 
per > the feveral nations fpoke one and the fame tongue with 
fome variation of dialeft. 

Their trade we can only guefs at from their fituation, Trade. 
which very likely drew merchants from all the neighbouring 
parts to traffic in their country, as well for their own growth 
as for foreign productions. Their country was flocked with 
many ufeful commodities, and muft have abounded in all things 

1 ubi fupra. 

■ 

(F) Tournefort v 'gj) mentions two medals of Tenedos, the one with 
Apollo's head, and under it a moufe, having on the reverfe a two- 
edged ax ; the other bears two heads back to back, and on the re- 
verfe the fume ax with two mice. 



(96) Tournefort Voyage an Levant. 

ncceflary 



The Hiftory of the Phrygians. , Book I; 

neceflary for life, fince it could fupport for many years toge- 
ther two very confiderable armies, as we fhall fee in the fol- 
lowing fe&ion. Their fettlements in Thrace* in Peloponnefus* 
in Sicily k , in Italy l * in Egypt m * and in Afric n , are a convin- 
cing proof, that they applied themfelves pretty early to trade 
and navigation, which in all likelihood were the fources of the 
riches, fplendor, and power, wherein they far excelled ail 
the ftates round them. 

SECT. VII. 

The reigns of the Trojan kings. 

TROAS or Phrygia Minor was in all likelihood governed 
by kings before the reigns 'of Teucer and Dardanus - 9 
for Servius names out of Nero's Troica one Cynthius 
king of Troas long before Teucer. But as the Trojan hiftory 
of that epoch is either fabulous, or altogether uncertain, it 
were loft labour to make a narrow fearch into it. It is no 
lefs uncertain which of the two abovefaid princes reigned firft, 
fome writers giving the precedency to Teucer* others to Dar- 
danus ; and truly this is fo dark and abfcure a fubjed, that 
every one may fay what he lifts. We fhall follow the moft 
common opinion, and begin with Teucer* without pretending 
to add any thing of our own, or entering into the merits of 
fo perplexed a caufe. 
Teucer. Teucer* the fon of Scamander and Ida* that is, born in 

Phrygia near the river Scamander and mount Ida* ruled over 
all Troas or Phrygia Minor. He is faid to have been very 
fortunate and fuccefsful in all his undertakings, but what they 
were we find no where fpecified. Having no iflue male he 
married his only daughter, by fome called Batia* by others 
Afia* by others Arifba* to Dardanus* fettling therewithal 
the crown of Phrygia on him and his defcendants. Thofe 
who make Teucer a Phrygian by birth fuppofe him to have 
come to the crown by a lineal defcent, and place Cynthius* 
whom we have mentioned above, among his anceftors ; fo that, 
according to thefe writers, Teucer was not the founder of the 
Trojan kingdom, but the laft of a long feries of kings prior 
to thofe of the Dardanian family fprung from Dardanus and 

* PAusANiAs,l.ii.& 5. ' Strab. 1. vi. » Diodor. Sicvu 
1. i< c i. " Herodot. 1. iv. 
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Batia. From Teucer the country was called Teucria and the 
inhabitants Teucri (G). ^ , 

Teucer was fucceeded by Dardanus the fon of Corytus or ^ardanus. 
Corytbus, by Elefira the daughter of Atlas. Corytus was ^p^j 
king of Samotbrace, and had by EleSfra two fons, 7 a fi us Y . 2 o. * 
and Dardanus 1 and one daughter byname Har mania. Dar- Year be- 
fore Chrifl 

(G) This is the opinion of Diodorus Siculus, and, as we have i^jg. 
hinted, the moft common. However, Virgil, who had as good — - 
means to come at the truth, as any other could have, and very likely 
did not depart from ir, in fuch things as no ways concerned Augus- 
tus , makes T tucer a Cretan, and delivers his opinion as follows ; 

Creta you is magni medio jacet infula po?tto ; 
Mom Idarus ubi, & gentis cunahula noftr*. 
Centum urbes habitant magnas, uberrima regna* 
Maximus inde pater , Ji rite audita recorder, 
Teucrus Rhateas primum eft adwBus in or as, 
Optavitque locum regno ; nondum Ilium, & arces 
Pergamea? fteterant, babitabant <vallibus i??sis. 
Hinc mater cultrix Cybele, Corybantiaque tera, 
Id/eumque nemus ; bine jida fdentia facris, 
Et juniti currum domino? fubiere leones (96). 

Teucer then, according to thofe who follow Vtrgirs opinion, which 
is afcribed to Berofus, was the fon of one Scamander a native of 
Crete, from which ifland Teucer, retiring in the time of a great fa- 
mine, put to fea with the third part of the inhabitants in queft of 
new feats, and arrived at that part of Phrygia which lies on the Hel- 
lefpont. Here he landed not far from the Rh&tean promontory, and 
being the firft night greatly annoyed by vaft numbers of mice, he 
refolved to fettle there in compliance with the oracle, which had 
direfted him , before he put to fea, to fix where he fhouJd be attack- 
ed in the night-time by an enemy fprung from the earth- His firft 
care was to raife a temple to Apollo Smintbius, who was piftured 
treading underfoot a moufe, called in the Cretan or Phrygian Ian* 
guage Smintbos. He gave new names to the hill and river near 
which he landed, calling the one Ida from a hill of the fame name 
in his native country, and the other Scamander, which was the name 
of his father. This river to that time had been called Xanthus ; 
whence Homer fays, that it was called Xanthus by the gods and Sca- 
mander by men, meaning thereby that the former was the more an- 
cient. He likewifc introduced the worlhip of Cybele according to 
the rites that were pra&ifed in Crete, where that goddefs was fup- 
pofed Co have brought forth and nurfed Jupiter. Some think the 
authority of Virgil, with regard to Teucer, to be of very great 
weight, fince it no ways concerned Auguftus whether Teucer was of 
Crete, or not. 

(<j6) JEncid. iii. <ver, 104. 
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danus fucceeded his father in the kingdom of Samothrace, where 
he ere&etl a flately temple, and inftiiuted religious rites and 
ceremonies in honour of Pallas and the other gods, whofe fta- 
tues his firft w ii'e Cbryfe had brought with her as part of her 
fortune. This, together with the many excellent laws he is faid 
to have enacted on hisaccelTion to the crown, gained him the 
reputation of a wife, juft, and religious prince. Infomuch, 
that Teucer, who was itricken in years and had no iflue male, 
invited him over into Phrygia, gave him in marriage his only 
4auehfcr Batia? and appointed him his heir and fucceffor to 
the "kingdom of Phrygia, which, after the death of Tcucer, 
he ruled with the fame moderation, equity, and religion, as 
he had done that of Samothrace. He waged war with the 
ncighbcui ing princes, namely with the Papblagonians? and, as 
he w:s always attended with fuccefs, extended the boundaries 
of his new kingdom by confiderable acquifitions. He built 
two cities, the one he honoured with his own name, filling 
rt Dardcna or Dnrdania, and this he chofe for his royal feat ; 
the other he called Thymbra from Tbymbraus one of his inti- 
mates. Having fettled the civil concerns of the kingdom, 
and made many ufefullaws for the due adminiftration ofjuftice 
which he looked upon as the bafis of regal authority, he ap- 
plied himfelf entirely to religious matters. The Palladium? 
or, as others will have it, the Palladiums (H), were by his 

order* 

(H) Some writers tell us, that Dardanus had with Cfayfe two Pal- 
ladiums ox jl antes of Pallas, and that they were both of equal virtue, 
the oracle having promifed, that the city in which either of them 
was kept mould never be liable to any difafters. Dionyjius Haliear- 
'najfeus gives us the words which the oracle was faid to have uttered, 
and are the following ; 

Fata dalunt urbem, pot ens qua condere facra, 
C/elicolafque illic fcjlis colere atque cboreis. 
Mrnrera namque de& fer<vabis arce repofla 
Pa I I ad is ; btec quo mam cepit tua regia cQrijttx s 
Servant* a tuam duris procul omnibus urbem. 

One of thefe, fay they, was ftolcn out of the citadel of Troy by 
Diomedes and Ulyjfis ; but the other was brought by JEneas into 
Italy 97). But Varro (98) tells us, that the Palladium was brought 
to Rome by one Nautes, and adds, that the priefthood of Minerva 
was hereditary in his family. Others fay, that Diomedes * $fter the 
deliru&ion of Troy, being driven by a Ilorm on the coaits of Italy* 

(07) Procop Je Bell. Gctb. I. I Ifaac Tzctzes in Cajfandram Lyc$- 
,pbr*n 146. (98- Fan-ode /'ami His Rotn, apud Servium. 
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orders brought over Into Phrygia ; as for tjie other gods, which 

he had with his firft wife, they were left in Samothrace till the 

death of his brother Ja/ius, who governed that ifland in the 

abfence of Dardanus (I). Dardanus had two wives, the firft 

named 

* 

and there ordered by an oracle to return the Palladium to the Tro- 
jans, fent it to JEnea s by Nautes, one of JEncafs friends and com- 
panions. * 
(I) In what has been faid of Dardanus we have followed Homer , 

Manet bo, Diodorus, Dionyjius Halicarnaffcus, Eufebius, Cyrillus, Ce* 
drenus, Johannes Tzetzes, &c. but Virgil and the poets to flatter 
Jugufius make Dardanus fori of Elefira not by Corytus, but by Jupi- 
ter. And as to Corytus, they will have him to have been king of 
Hctruria, and not of Samothrace. Virgil tel : s us, that Dardanus 
patted out of Hetruria into Samothrace, and from thence into Phry- 
gia. He exprefles himfelf thus (99) : 

Eft locus , lief peri am Graii cognomine dicunt ; 
Terra antiqua , pot ens armis atque ubere gleha; 
Oenotrii colucre <viri ; ?mnc fama, minores 
Italiam dixijfe, ducis de nomine, gent em. 
Hee nobis propria fedes ; hinc Dardanus ortus, 
lafiufque pater, genus a quo principe nojlrum. 

And elfewherc (100). 

Atque equidem memini (fama eft obfeurior annis) 
A ur uncos it a ferre fenes ; his ortus ut agris 
Dardanus Idee as Phrygia penetravit ad urbes, 
Threiciamque Samum, qua nunc Samothracia fertur. 
Hinc ilium f Coriti Tyrrhena ab fede profeSlum, 
Aurea nunc folio Jlellantis regia ca>li 
Accipit, &c. 

Virgil does not tell us on what occafion Dardanus quitted Tttfcany : 
But Annus informs us, that after the death of Coritns, the two bro- 
thers Dardanus and Jajius falling cut about the fucceffion to the 
crown, the former killed the latter, whereupon he was obliged to 
fave himfelf by flight from the Tufcans, and from Siculus king of 
Spain and brother to Eleclra, who was come to compofe their diffe- 
rences. The fame Annus gives the name of Comblobafcus to the 
father of Dardanus and Jafius, and adds, that the word Corytus was 
a title of dignity. Apollodorus, in his fabulous hiitory of the Greeks, 
tells us, that Jafion, as he ftiles him, and Darda?uis were fons of 
Eleclra, the daughter of Atlas and Jupiter ; that the former, be* 
ing paffionately in love with Ceres, and attempting to ravifli her, 
was thunderftruck, and that Dardanus was fo concerned for the 
death of his brother, that, abandoning Samothrace his native conn* 

(99) JEntid. iii. -v$rf 163. (100) ASna'd, iv. wrf. 205. 
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named Chryfe an Arcadian^ by whom he had two fons, I da us 
and Dimas ; the other Batia^ who likewife bore him two fons, 
Zacynthus and Erichtbonius. Idceus and Dimas, according to 
Dionyjius Halicarnajfaus °, inherited, in right of their mo- 
ther, the territories of their grandfather in Arcadia, whence 
they led colonies into Afta, being forced to quit their own 
country by frequent inundations. Zacynthus planted a colony 
of Phrygians in an ifland of the Ionian fea, which from him- 
felf he called Xacynthus p . Erichtboffius fucceeded his father 
in the kingdom of Phrygia, as we fhall fee anon. As to his 
lifter Harmonia, fhe married Cadmus founder of the Theban 
kingdom, whom her brother Jafius had initiated in the my- 
fteries of religion. W e fhall have occafion to fpeak of her 
and her hulband Cadmus, when we come to treat of the The- 
ban kingdom. Dardanus reigned in Phrygia 64 or 65 years, 
and was fucceeded by his fon 
Erichtho- Erichtbonius, who treading in the footfteps of his father 
nius. was revered by his fubjefls, and greatly refpe&ed by all the 
Year of neighbouring princes, with whom, as he was more inclined 
the Flood, to the arts of peace than of war, he carefully maintained a 
1585. good underfranding. The long quiet he enjoyed gave him 
Year be- an opportunity of heaping up immenfe riches, which Homer 
fore takes notice of, without burdening the fubjeft with taxes and 
Cluifl: impofitions. By his wife AJlyoche he had but one fon named 
?yvv 1 C ^* roSm ^ e reigned, according to fome, forty fix, according 

to others feventy five- years, and dying left the kingdom of 
Pbrvgia in a moli flourifhing condition (K). 

On 

0 Dionys." Halicar. 1. i. p Dionys. Halicar. ubi 
fnpra. 

try, he retired to the oppofite continent, where he was kindly re- 
ceived by Teucer king of Phrygia. Ifaacus Tzetzes (9) thinks, that 
Dardanus was forced by an inundation to leave Samothrace. As to 
Altai the father of Elefira, fome fry, that he was king of Mauri- 
tania, others of Samothrace, and that he gave his daughter in marri- 
age to Corytus who had by her Chryfe fiill wife to Dardanus, Boc~ 
cace (10) is of opinion, that Alias was\neither an African, nor a 
Samothracian, but an Italian. The warit of good authorities in 
this point of antient hiftory has given every one leave to fay what 
he p'eafed. 

(K , Apollodorus tells us, that Erichtbonius had an elder brother, 
by name Ilus, who died before his father, and a filler called Id<ra f 
who married Phineus II. Icing of the ( Ihracian Thyni, whom we 
fliall have occafion to mention in the hiftory of Thrace. As the 
name of Erichtbonius is entirely Greek, fome have concluded from 



(,9) /// Apolloniutn 



(io) Dt gen, deor % I. iv. c, 8. 

thence, 
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On the death of Erichthonius, Tros afcended the throne, Tros. 
and in the very beginning of his reign laid the foundations of Year of 
a city, which became foon the moft famous of all Afia^ This the Flood 
grand work being ai laft finifhed, he invited all the neighbour- J^3 
ing princes, except Tantalus king of Sipylus, to affift at the ^ h °.Jf 
folemn dedication of the new city. Why Tantalus was o- £T 
mitted we know not ; but he highly refented fuch a conterop- 
tuous behaviour, as he called it, and foon after had a fair op- 
portunity of Ihewing his refentment. For Ganymedes^ a 
youth of extraordinary beauty, and the darling of his father 
Trosy being fent by him with a fplendid retinue to carry pre- 
fents of great value to Jupiter Europarus, in paffing through 
the territories of Tantalus was not only detained, but abufed 
by that vitious and impious king (L). This indignity the ge- 
nerous 

thence, that the Greek tongue began very early to prevail in Pbry- 
gia ; which argument would be of no fmall weight, could they 
but prove, that Ericbthonius was that prince's original or Phrygian 
name, and not a Greek tranflation thereof ; for the Greeks, as Plato 
obferves (1 1), ufed to tranflate foreign names into their own lan- 
guage, as the Egyptians did ail Greek names into theirs. Some finding 
a king of Athens bearing the fame name, infer from thence, that 
the Trojans were originally Athenians. An opinion built on fo flight 
a foundation is fcarce worth refuting. 

(L) The fable of Ganymede's being taken up into heaven by Ju- 
piter is varioufly interpreted ; but Natalis Comes (12) is of opinion, 
that this ftory was invented by the Greeks to give a kind of fan&ioa 
to the unnatural Iuft that greatly prevailed in that nation. And tru- 
ly Jupiter ; as Amobius obferves (13), feems to have been fet up for 
no other purpofe, but that men might father their crimes upon him, 
and thereby extenuate in great meafure their own guilt. Thus The- 
ocritus the poet, in celebrating the inceftuous marriage of Ptolemte- 
us Philadelphus with his fitter Atjinoe, produces the example of Ju- 
piter and Juno ; and Seneca the tragedian had recourfe to the fame 
topic to find fomething commendable in the marriage of Oftavia 
and Nero : Sortita ftatris more Junonis toros, fays he, fpeaking of 
OSama f 14). Others tell us, that Ganymede s was killed in a bat- 
tle between Tantalus and 77/// ; for Ilus purfued the war with Tanta- 
lus which his father had begun. They add, that the body of Gm- 
nymedes not being found among the dead, nor ever after appearing, 
the poets took occafion from thence to feign, that he had been ta- 
ken up into heaven by Jupiter. Suidas charges Minos with the rape 
of Ganymede, and fays, that Minos being kindly received and enter- 
tained by Tros, on that occafion fell in love with Ganymede, and re- 
quited the favours he had received of the father, by abufing, and 

(11 J In Atlantic. [izj /.ix* c, 13. (13) //J, v. contret 

forcibly 
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nerous youth took fo to heart, that he died foon after of pure 
grief. Neither did his father Tros long outlive him ; for the 
war, which he made upon Tantalus to revenge the affront 
offered to his fon, proving unfuccefsful, the affii&ion, which 
arofe from thence, joined to the concern he was in for the lofs 
of his favourite fon, put an end to his days in the 6oth, or, 
according to others, in the 49th year of his reign. He had 
• by his wife Acalide, or, as Apollcdorus calls her, Callzrrhoe, 
three fons, Ilus, Ganymedes^ and AJaracus, and one daugh- 
ter by name Cleomejlra, or, as Apollodorus will have it, Cleo- 
patra. Hyginus, by miftake, makes Ganymedes fon to Erich- 
thonius* From this king Phrygia Minor borrowed the name 
of Troas, as its metropolis did that of Troy. 

As the chief commanders of the Trojan troops, whofe 
names are of great renown in antient hiftory, and from whom 
moft of our European nations have once pretended to derive 
their pedigre?, were defcended from Tros, before we proceed 
in the hiftory of the Trojan kings, we fliall give a fuccin£t 
account of his numerous progen v. Tros, as we have already 
obferved, had by his wife Acalide, or, as others call hsr, Cal- 
lirrhoe, three fons, 7/us 9 Ganymedes , and AJfaracus, and one 
daughter by name jCleome/lra. Of Ilus, who fucceeded his 
father in the kingdom of Phrygia, and his pofterity, we fhall 
jpeak in the feries of the kings. Ganymedes died without if- 
* fue. AJfaracus had by his wife Hieromname, or, according to 
others, C/ytodora, one fon named Capys, of whom we know 
nothing elfe but that the city of Caphya in Arcadia, according 
to Stephanas 9 borrowed its name of him, and that he married 
one Themis, ■ by whom he had Anchifes, who was famous for 
the comelinefs of his perfon, which gave rife to the fable of 
his amours with Venus. had the misfortune to fee the city 
of Troy twice taken and plundered. During the firfl: fiege, 
which happened in the reign of Laomedon, he is faid to have 
behaved with great gallantry ; but in the time of the fecond, 
he was no more fit to bear arms, being wore out with old age 
and infirmities, occafioned by the lewdnefs and diflblutenefs of 

forcibly conve)'ing away the fon, who was the only delight of his 
old age. Cicero (15) feems to make Ganymede the fon of Laome* 
dm, which is a miftake, Orojius t (f 6} and Eufebius (17) inform us, 
lhat the war which Tros made upon Tantalus was defcribed by one 
Patrocles a poet of no mean character ; but his works have not 
reached us. 

( 1 Cicero 1 . Tufcul. ( 1 6) lib. I c. 12. (17) De Prapar. 
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his youth, to which his blindnefs is alfo afcribed. He is fup- 
pofed to have been faved out of the flames of the burning city 
on the flioulders of his fon /Eneas* and to have accompanied 
him to Sicily 1 where he died . He had two fons, Mneas, whom 
we fhall have occafion to mention hereafter, and Elyrnus, and 
one daughter named Hippodamia. Ety?nus, according to 5a/- 
das, imparted his name to the Elymai a people of Sicily m 
Apollodorus calls him Lycus. Hippodamia married Alcatkous, 
who fell in a battle by the hand of Idomeneus 

Cleomejlra had but one fon, by name Lyerfus, father to An* 
tenor. As to Lycrfus ancient hiftory is quite fiient ; but Ante- 
rior is greatly commended for his prudence and wifdom. He 
was fent by king Priam ambaflador into Greece to demand his 
lifter Hefione, whom Hercules after taking Troy had carried 
captive into Greece,, and beftowed on Telamon, as a reward 
for being the firft that mounted the wall of that city. The 
Greeks treated him more like a fpythan an ambaflador ; where- 
upon, returning to Afia, he inflamed Priam and his fons a- 
gainft that nation. However, fome time after he not only 
entertained in his houfe the Greek ambafladors that v/ere fent 
to demand Hefaia, but protected them againft the treacher- 
ous attempts of Priam's fons, and found means to convey them 
fate out of Troy. This having gained him the good will of 
the Greeks, he was fent into Greece on a fecond embafly, on 
which occafion he is commonly believed to have betrayed the 
truft repofed in him, and fome years after the city itfelf, fee- 
ing that Priam would hearken to no conditions of peace, to 
which Anterior Ihewed himfelf mightily inclined after his lail 
embafly. It is agreed on all hands, that the Greeks, entering 
Troy fword in hand, fhewed in the height of their revenge a 
tender and friendly regard for Antenor, having even caufed 
the /kin of a panther to be hung up before his door, left, 
through miftake, any violence fhould be offered to his houfe 
or pcrfon by the greedy and incenfed foldiery. Soma 
add, that having known Ulyjfes, who had entered the city 
in difguife to obferve the ftrength of the Trojans, he neither 
apprehended nor difcovered him. Many, however, clear him 
from all treachery, and put a more favourable conftruftion on 
thekindnefsfhewn him by the Greeks, faying, that they fpared 
him merely in compliance with the laws of hofpitality, which 
in thole days were deemed facred even by the molt lavage 
nations. Of this opinion is Livy r ; and firgil alfo feems to 
free him from all Jufpicion of treachery, faying that he cf- 

j 
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caped falling irfto the hands of the Greeks f . But be that as 
it will, the Trojans, that remained in the country after the 
deftru&ion of Troy, were fo prejudiced againft him, that they 
obliged him to withdraw from Troas* At the fame time the 
Heneti, being driven out of Paphlagonia and forced to feek 
for new fettlements, chofe him for their leader in room of their 
Icing Pylesmenes, who had been killed in the fiege of Troy. 
With thefe and a few Trojans he put to fea, and fleering his 
courfe up the Adriatic gulph, landed in the country of the 
JZuganei lying between the fea and the Alps. Here he refold- 
ed to fettle, and having driven out the antient proprietors, 
and blended the mixed multitude of Heneti and Trojans un- 
der the common namzotFeneti, he gave rife to a new nation. 
He built a fmail town in the place where he landed and railed 
it Troy. He is fuppofed to have built the city of Padua. 
Antenor had by his wife Theano, fitter to Hecuba and daughter 
to Cijfeus king of Thrace, Iphidamus, Coon, Helicaon, Lao- 
docus, Acamas, Archilochus, Polybus, Agenor, Laodamas, De- 
moleon, Glaucus, and Crino. Iphidamus was brought up in 
ThYace under the care of his grandfather, and came to fuccour 
Priam and his country with twelve fhips, which he left at 
, Percope, marching by land to Troy, where he was flam by 
Agamemnon, whom he had engaged, and would very lifcely 
have conquered had he not been lefs fortunate than brave 
Coon, attempting to revenge the death of his brother, fingled 
out and dangeroufly wounded the fame Agamemnon, but at 
laft fell likewifc by his hand. Helicaon married Laodice daugh- 
ter to king Priam* Archilochus and Acamas commanded, in 
conjunction with Mneas, the troops of Dardania. Age- 
nor was a warrior of great prowefs, attended Heclor in his 
boldeft undertakings, and was not afraid to encounter Achil- 
les himfclf u . The others are named by Homer, Paufanias, 
Calaber, &c. but performed nothing worth relating. Pin- 
dar w tells us, that the fons of Antenor, after the deftru&ion 
of Troy, joined Menelaus and Helena, and with them fettled 
in Libya. But Eufebius fays, that they reigned in Phrygia 

till the return of Heclor's fons, by whom they were driven 
from the" throne and the country. Perhaps fome of them re- 
mained in Phrygia, and fome accompanied Menelaus and 
Helena ; among the latter were, according to Symtnachus x , 
Glaucus, Acamas, and Hippolochus or Archilochus. As to 
Thiano Antcnor*% wife, Suidas and Cedrenus inform us, that 

f JEn e i d . i. verfe 246. r Hom e r. Iliad Paufanias in 

Phoc. "Homer. Iliad. "Pindar. Pyth. Od. 5. 

* Apud Ifaac, Tzetzum, p. 276. 
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flae was . the chief prieftefs of P alias , and that fhe betrayed 
the Palladium to Diomedes and Ulyjfes, who were fent into 
Troy under the pretence of an embafly to king Priam. Let 
us now return to the fucceffion of the Trojan kings. 

Tros was fucceeded by his fon Ilus 9 who, purfuing with Hus. 
great vigour the war which his father had begun, after many Year of 
iignal victories drove Tantalus out of Afia and poflefletl him- ^^ 00t i 
ielf of his kingdom, which he annexed to the crown of Pbry- J^ 8o V 
gia. Pelops the fon of Tantalus , after feveral unfuccefsful r ^Qj^yj 
attempts, was at laft entirely routed, and forced to quit °** " 
Afia and follow his father into Greece. Byfnus king of the 1 J^s\\ 
BebryceS) who had efpoufed the quarrel of Tantalus and his 
fon Pelops, was likewife defeated, and, fome fay, killed in 
the engagement. Ilus hiving thus revenged the affront 
offered to his brother, applied himfelf entirely to civil affairs, 
and is faid to have made a great many ufeful laws for the re- 
gulation of public affairs. He enlarged and adorned with 
many ftately buildings the city of Ilium or Troy. Plutarch 
informs us, that in his time the temple of Pallas being fet on 
fire by lightning, he faved the Palladium out of the flames ; 
but on that occaiion loft his fight, which, however, he after- 
wards recovered. Herodianus informs us y , that he called the 
place, where he defeated Tantalus^ Pefiinus^ which name 
was afterwards given to a city built on that fpot. He died in 
the 40th year of his reign. He had by his wife Leucippe two 
fons, Tithonus and Laomedon. Tithonus % whom fome believe 
to have been the fon, and not the brother of Laomedon, was 
from his early years greatly addifted to hunting ; by which 
manly exercife having acquired a ftxong and robuft conftitu- 
tion, and inured himfelf to hardfhips, he betook himfelf to a 
military life, and went to ferve among the Affyrians^ who 
in thofe days were a very warlike people, and thought to ex- 
cel all other nations in the military art. His courage and 
conduit foon raifed him to the hrft pofts in the army, 
in which he acquitted himfelf fo well, that he was ranked a- 
mong the Thanes or chief lords of the Ajfyrian monarch}', 
and made governor of Perfia. Hearing that Phrygia wuj 
invaded by the Greeks , he obtained leave of Teutamus king or 
AJfyria^ who had a great value for him, to fend his fon Mi*n- 
non at the head of a confiderable body of chofen troops to 
affift his countrymen. But this expedition proved fatal both 
to the father and the fon ; for Mevmon being flain by the 
TheJfaliatiSy Tithonus, already worn out with old ;u'.;e, was h 
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grieved for his death, that he did not long outlive him. The 
comelinefs of his perfon, his rifing early in the morning as he 
was a great fportfman, the old age he lived to, and his pining 
away at laft with grief, may have given rife to the many 
fables which the poets relate of him ; but for thefe and their 
explanation we muft refer the reader to Athencem*, Tzetzes b, 
Katalis Comes c , and other mythologifts. 

Tithonus had by his v/ife Cijfia, or, as Diodorus calls her, 
Ida, two fons, Memnon and Emathion, and one daughter 
named Honera. Memnon, being brought up under the dif- 
cipline of his father, proved a brave, wife, and experienced 
commander. He ferved with great fuccefs in Egypt againft 
the Ethiopians, who were become very troublefome neigh- 
bors to the Egyptians ; for he routed and difperfed their ar- 
mies, laid wafte their country, and obliged them to pay an 
annual tribute to the Egyptians, who out of gratitude tranf- 
ferred it to Memnon, appointing him king over the country 
which he had fubdued. In /Ethiopia he built a city bearing 
his own name, and fome make him likewife the founder of 
Abydos. Having thus diftinguifhed himfelf in Egypt and JE- 
thiopia he returned to his father in AJJyria, where he was fet 
over part of Ferfia in quality of fatrapa or chief governor, 
and is faid to have built in his fatrapy the city of Sufa, and 
another to which he imparted his own name. To gratify his 
father he marched, at the head of 20,000 Ethiopians and the 
like number of Perfians, to the afliftance of king Priam. 
On this occafxon he behaved with his ufual bravery, and often 
put the Greeks to flight 5 but at laft falling into an ambufcade 
was killed by Achilles at the head of the Thejfalians. His 
body was refcued out of the enemies hands, his obfequies per- 
formed with great folcmnity, and his aflies fent back to his 
father. Jofcphus places his tomb near Ptolemais in Phcenice, 
but Pliny and /Elian fay, that he was buried at Sufa (M). 

a Athen lib >;ii. c. 26. b Ifaac Tzetzes in Cafiandr. Lye* 

Nata ia Come. , 1. vi c. 4. 

(M , Panfar.ias 18) tells us, that a cenotaphium or empty tomb 
wsv. rai cd to him in the country of Troas % not far from the river 
jEfepus, which tomb, as the inhabitants informed him, was yearly 
vifiud by it ar.ge birds known to them under the name of Memnonian 
b:.d -. These on ft. 1 ted days flocking to the tomb, cleared the 
ground, on which ir Hood, of all rubbilh, and afterwards dipping 
llicir wing* iu the jEfepu) fprinkled it with the water of that river. 

(18) InPbocis. 
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Every body has heard of the vocal ftatue of Memnon near 
Thebes in Egypt. This, according to Paufamus*, Eujia- 
thius e , and Lucian f , was broke in pieces by order of Gstw- 
byfes, but ever after that part which remained on the pedef- 
tal, at the rifing of the fun, yielded a found like that of the 
ftring of a lyre or lute, when it breaks on the inftrument by 
being drawn too tight. Eufebius feems to have credited this 
ftory ; for he fays, that this miraculous effedt ceafed at the 
birth * of Chrift. Paufanias s informs us, that Metnnons 
fword was kept at Nicomedta, and produces it as an argument 
to prove, that the arms ufed by the antienrs were of bra/s. 
Articles, quoted by Pliny, fays, that Memnon invented let- 
ters fifteen years before the reign of Pkoroneus fir ft king; of 
Argos. H'eliodorus h makes him the progenitor of the kings 
of ^Ethiopia. 

Ematbion, the other fon of Titbonus, remained at home 
with his uncle Laomedon, and was killed in the war that 
broke out between him and Hercules. Probus the gramm.i- 
rian is of opinion, that Macedonia was from him named Ema- 
thia, and Jujiin mentions an antient king of Macedonia bear- 
ing his name \ Ramus, defcended from one of the Ions of 
Tithonus, was reckoned by fome, as Plutarch informs u?, 
among the founders of Rome As to Hemera, we know 
nothing of her but what is related by the fpurious Dtilys now 
extant, whofe hiftory deferves no manner of credit. 

On the death of I/us Laomedon was placed on the rhrone, Laome- 
his elder brother Tit bonus being at that time emploml in fo- don. 
reign wars. He built the citadel of Troy , being aiEired there- * e, V \ 
in by Apollo and Neptune, that is, he carried on the work with thelsoo , 
the treafures that were confecrated to them and lodged in X J^\ je 
their temples. Several inundations are faiJ to have happened , L " « rt 
in his reign, and a plague to have broke out, which ^ 
off great numbers of the inhabitants. Thefe were looked ^v*NJ 
upon as punifhments inflicted by the gods whofe tcmfle> he 
had plundered. He treated Jafon and the other Argwartt, v. I. a 
had landed on the coafls of Troas, in a very inhofpitablo m 'li- 
ner, rcfufing to fupply them with neceflarics, and even 
threatening to treat them as enemies, if thev did not forth- 
with return on board their ihips and quit the country. To 
revenge this affront, Hercules who was one ofrli.: Argonaut^ 
returned fome time after with twelve gallics to 7n?j, which 
he befieged, took, and plundered. In this war Laonudzt 

a In Atticis. c In Dionyf. f InTo::cri. il hi .\cie ; \ 
b In yEthiop. 1. x". c. 1. 1 Juftin. I, vii. L P'uurch. i-i 
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killed Oileus, a commander of great renown, but was him- 
felf not long after killed by Hercules, whom he had engaged 
with more courage than caution (N). Lqomedon had fivefons, 
Tithonus, Lamport, Clytus, Iceaton, and Priam ; his daughters 
were He/tone, Cilia, Aftyoche, Antigone, ProcUa, and Eu- 
thria. All his fons, except Priam, were killed in the war 
with Hercules. As to the daughters, Hefione, as we have 
faid, being taken by Hercules, was beftowed in marriage 
on Telamcn, who treated her more like his concubine than 
wife ; which Priam who had fucceeded his father, no fooner 
understood, but he font Anterior into Greece to expoftulate 
with Tela man, and to demand his lifter Hefione. In the 
council of the princes of Greece this embafly was heard with 
contempt, and the ambafTadors ufed in a manner no way 
fuitable to their character, which gave occafi on, according to 
leveral writers, to the Trojan war. Cilia and Aftyoche are 
only named by Apollodorus *. Antigone is defcribed as a wo- 
man of a proud, haughty, and infolent behaviour, which 
gave rife ro the fable of her contending for beauty with Juno, 
and being transformed into a ftorkby that incenfed goddefs f. 
ProcUa married Cyonis, by whom fhe had Tenus and Hemi- 
thca '. Euthria, being taken by the Greeks, and preferring 
death itfelf to flavery, advifed the Trojan women, who were 
captives with her on board the Greek fleet, to fet the ene- 
mies fhips on fire, and thereby revenge the evils which they 
had brought upon their common country, and prevent thofe 
that were referved for themfelves. Her advice was followed, 
and the Greeks being gone alhore near Pattern to take in frefh 
proviflons, they burnt both the fleet and themfelves, which 
obliged the Greeks to fettle there ,n , having no other fhips to 

* Apollod. 1. iii. f Servius fn I. i. iEneid. 1 Ifaac Tzet- 
xes in Caffandr. Lycoph. p. 1 1 8. ,n Polyaenus 1. vii. 

(N^ Others tell us ; r 9), that Apollo and Neptune were hired by 
Laomedon to build the walls of Tray ; and that, upon his refufing to 
pay them their wages, Apollo fenc a plague, and Neptune drowned 
part of the country with inundations. They add, that the oracle 
advifed him to expofe his daughter Hefione to a fea-monfter, and 
atone for his crime by facrificing his favourite child. She was de- 
livered by Hercules, fay they, but Laomedon refufed him the reward 
which he had promifed ; whereupon Hercules befieged and took 
fray, killed the king, and gave Hefione in marriage to Telamon. 

(19) Eafeb. in Cbron. 
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purfuc their voyage. Apollodorus mentions one Bucolion* 
a natural fon of Laomedon's by Calybe* who was flain with 
bis father and brothers by Hercules. Lasmedon reigned, ac- 
cording to fome, thirty fix, according to others, forty four 
years. 

Laomedon being flain by Hercules* as we have faid above, p r j am 
PodarceSy the only furviving fon, who had been carried away y ear 0 f 
captive with his fitter Hefione* was with a great fum of mo- t j ie Flood 
ney ranfomed and placed on the throne of his anceftors, and , 76 ^ 
hence came the furname of Priam* which is derived from a Before 
Greek verb fignifying to redeem or ranjom. His firft care after Chrift, 
his acceffion to the throne, was to encompafs the city of 1235. 
Troy with a ftrong wall, to prevent fiich calamities as had 
happened in his father's reign. There being difcovered in 
the beginning of his reign a mine of gold near Abydos, he was 
thereby enabled to undertake and carry on many public 
works ; for he is faid to have embellifhed the city with 
ftately edifices, towers, caftles, aquedu&s, ISc. He main- 
tained in conftant pay a confiderable army, reduced moft of 
the neighbouring ftates, and was rather confidered as fove- 
reign of all Afia Minor* than king of Troas. He married to 
his firft wife Arisbe* or, as others call her, Alyxothoe^ by whom 
he had but one fon named Mfacus \ but by his fecond wife 
Hecuba* daughter to Cijfeus king of Thrace* he had Hettor* 
Alexander or Paris* Deipbobus, Helenus* Polites, Antiphus* 
Hipponous* Palydorus* and Troilus ; and daughters, Creitfa* 
Laodice* Polyxena* and Cajfandra. Befides thefe he had 
many children by concubines, in all to the number of fifty. 
Some writers fay, that being abroad when Troy was taken in 
die reign of his father, he was called home and placed on 
the throne by Hercules* notwithftanding fome of his elder 
brothers were then alive. 

The name of this king will be ever memorable in hiftory The caufe 
for the war that happened in his reign between the Greeks and °f 
Trojans* a war famous to this day for the many princes of l" r0 J an 
great prowefs and renown that were concerned in ir, the 
battles that were fought, the length of the fiege, the deftruc- 
tion of that great city, and the endlefs colonies that were 
planted in divers parts of the world by the conquered as well 
as the conquerors. As to the caufe of this fatal and de- 
ftru&ive war, it is agreed on all hands, that the rape of Helen 
firft kindled it ; but what encouraged Paris to fuch an at- 
tempt, and induced his father Priam to ftand by him at the 
expence of fo much blood and treafurc* is not determined by 

antient 



iv ar. 



TJbe Hillory of the Phrygians. Book I. 

antient writers. Herodotus n gives a very unnatural and far- 
fetched account of this rape. He fays, that the Phoenician* 
having raviflied lo, the daughter of Inachus king of Argos, 
and carried her with other Greek women into Egypt, the Greeks 
making ufe of reprifals, firfl carried off Europa, the king of 
Tyre's daughter, and afterwards Medea daughter to the king 
of Colchis, refufing to reftore either till fuch time as they re- 
ceived due reparation for the rape of Io. Paris, adds Hero- 
dotus, in the next fucceeding age hearing of thefe adventures, 
was encouraged to ravifh Helen, pcrfuading himfelf that he 
fhoukl not be conftrained to make any reparation, feeing 
others had efcaped with impunity. But this whole account 
is quite frivolous and foreign to the purpofe. For how could 
the Greeks ever take it in their heads to quarrel with the king 
of Colchis, or revenge on him an injury done to their nation 
by the Phoenicians, whom the king of Colchis, in all likeli- 
hood, had never fo much as heard of? Befides, it is plain 
from Thucydides, that the diftin&ion of Greeks and Barba- 
rians was not introduced even in Homer's time, and confe- 
quently highly improbable, that the Greeks fo long before, 
when they had not even one common name to diftinguifh 
themfelves from other nations, fhould neverthelefs look upon 
the.n all as their enemies by reafon of an injury done by one. 
Others fay, that king Priam, hearing that his fitter He/tone 
was ill-ufed by Telamon, to whom Hercules had given her in 
marriage, fent firfl: Anterior, and afterwards Paris to com- 
plain thereof, and inftfr on her being delivered to them. This, 
they think, has fome appearance of truth ; for Telamon in 
hillory bears the character of a furly, cruel, and ill-natured 
piince ; inlbmuch, that his own fon Teucer chofe rather to 
roam on thefeas in queft of a new habitation after the war, 
than return home, not daring to appear before his father, for 
no other re.dbn, but becaufe his brother Ajax had laid violent 
hands on himfelf, which it was not in Teucer's power to pre- 
vent. Paris, add thefe authors, coming into Greece upon 
this embafly, was hofpitably entertained by Menelaus king 
of Sparta, who being obliged by his private concerns to pafs 
over into Crete, his bafe and ungrateful gueft laid hold on 
that opportunity to entice away his wife. But neither is this 
account by any means fatisfaclory ; for were it true, that 
Hefw e was ill ufed by Telamon, yet no body can imagine, 
that Priam would on that fcorc fend a folcmn embafly into 
Greece, or think of taking his filter from her husband, with 
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whom fte had lived above thirty years. Whereupon it is moft 
natural to think, that Paris , in ravifliing Helen, never thought 
of Euro-pa, Medea, or Hefione ; but, falling in love with her, 
as (he was the moft beautiful woman in Greece, was prompt- 
ed l}y his own perverfe inclinations to do what in thofe days 
was commonly pra&ifed both by Greeks and Barbarians. 
Thus Helen herfelf had been ftolen before by Thefeus, and 
fuch practices of ftealing women were fo common, as Tbucy- 
dides* informs us, that none durft venture to live near the 
fea-coaft. The fame Thucydides p tells us, that as Helen 
was a woman of extraordinary beauty, her father Tyndareus, 
after recovering her from Thefeus, to prevent a fecond rape, 
obliged all her fuitors, who were moft of the princes of Greece, 
to bind themfelves by a folemn oath to refcue her, in cafe 
flie'fhould be taken from her hufband. This done, he gave 
his daughter free choice of a hulband, who preferred Mene- 
laus to all the reft. According to this account, the oath, 
which fo many princes had taken to Tyndareus, was what 
drew them together, and armed them againft the ravifher 
and his abettors* To which we may add the great power of 
Agamemnon, brother to the injured Menelaus, who, as he 
was by far" the moft potent prince of all Greece, fo he had 
without all doubt, a great influence over the reft of his coun- 
trymen. But be that as it will, war againft Troy was deter- 
mined in a general affembly of all the princes of Greece, and 
this was the firft enterprize the Greeks ever undertook with 
.common confent. Before the allembly broke up, Agamemnon 
was appointed commander in chief of the whole army ; M- 
gium a city in Peloponnefus was fixed upon for the place of the 
general rendezvous ; and each prince, as Greece was at that 
time divided into endlefs dynafties, enjoined to fend his quota 

of troops and (hips. 

The bcft and moft rational account we have of this great 
war is that which we gather from Homer, whofe inimitable 
performance ought not to be regarded as a mere fidlion, or 
the refult of a poetical imagination, but as a rich fund of the 
moft antient hiftory of Greece. The known rules of epic 
poetry fuppofe the truth of the hiftory, though they admit 
of its being embelliflied with poetical fidions. So that if ue 
had no other monuments of antiquity to convince us of the 
Trojan war, and the taking of that city by the Greeks, yet 
we could not queftion the truth of the f;i£. But moft of 
the hiftorical events related by Homer arc attefted and con- 
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firmed by the moft creditable hiftorians, and by 111 the mo- 
numents of antiquity, namely by the Arundelian marbles. 
We muft therefore carefully diftinguifh in Homer's works 
what is hiftorical from what is merely fictitious. He des- 
cribes the ftate of Greece at that time, and informs us, that 
it was cantled out into a great many dynafties ; that Aga- 
memnon, king of Myccene, Sicyon, and Corinth, was the 
moft powerful prince of all Greece-, that he was appointed to 
command in chief ; he enumerates and names the feveral na- 
tions and princes that fided with the Trojans ; he gives us an 
infight into the art of war pradtifed in that age \ difclofes the 
laws and religion of the Greeks gives us the chara&er of 
their leaders ; defcribes the fituation of their country and ci- 
ties, &c. all which are purely hiftorical ; fo thatHomer 9 s poems 
may defervedly be confidered as the moft antient hiftory of 
the Greeks, whofe earlier ages are buried in oblivion for want 
of fuch a writer to tranfmit their aftions to pofterity (O). 

The number of fhips employed by the Greeks in this ex- 
pedition, according to Euripides, Lycophron, and Virgil, a- 
inounted to 1 000 5 Homer enumerates 1 1 86 ; but Tbucydides 
1 raifes the number to 1200. The B tertian {hips, that were the 
largeft, carried 1 20 men each ; thofe of the Pbilocleta were 
the fmalleft, and each manned with 50 ; every man, the 
commanders excepted, was both a mariner and a foldier fo 
that fuppofing the fleet to have been of 1200 fail, as Tbucy- 
dides affirms, and the fhips to have carried one with another 
85 men, we fhall find the Greek army to have been 102,000 
men ftrong, no great force, confidering,. that all the powers 
of Greece, except the Acarnanes alone r , were engaged in 
this war. The Greeks, as Tbucydides obferves, could have 
raifed a far more powerful army, but were afraid of being 
diftrefled for provisions in a foreign country r . Againft this 
army the city of Troy held out ten years \ but the Trojans, 
as Homer makes Agamemnon fay, were not the tenth part of 

^ lib. i. p. 8. r J vst \ n . 1. xviii. f ubi fupra. 

(O) Dion Cbryfojiom ( 19}, in an oration addreffed to the Trojans, 
attempts to prove the fiege and redudlion of Troy by the Greeks to 
be an errant fable without any foundation of truth. But his per* 
formance is generally looked upon only as a witty eflay, fmce the 
author elfewhere (2o)difproves what he endeavours to prove here. 
And truly the fiege and taking of Troy are tranfafiions fo well at- 
tefted, and have left fuch a remarkable epocha in hiftory, that no 
man of fenfe can call them in queftion. 



(19) Orat.xu (20) nipi iVwiwf, p. 255. <f. 
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.the enemies which the Greeks had to contend with; for all 
Phrygian Lycia, Myfiq, and the greateft part of Afta Mi- 
nor nde£ with the Trojans. Rhefus king of Thrace marched 
at tlgpiead of a confiderable body to their affiftance, and 
Memnon, as we have faid, joined them with 20,000 Perfi- 
* ans and the like number of Ethiopians. Wherefore the 
Greeks, forefeeing the refiftance they were likely to meet 
with, and how dear it .would coft them to carry their point 
by dint of arms, before they began any hoftilities, fent Me- 
nelaus and Ulyjfes ambafladors to Troy 9 to demand Helen and 
the. treafures which Paris had carried off with her, hoping, 
that the fame of the vaft preparations which they had made 
might frighten the Trojans into a compliance with fo equitable 
a demand. What anfwer was returned to the ambafladors 
we know not ; but 'tis certain, that they returned without 
Helena, and highly difla,tisfied with their reception at Troy. 

Herodotus c , upon a tradition that prevailed among the 
priefts of Egypt, feems inclinable to believe, that Helen was 
taken from Paris before he could reach Troy. The tradition, 
as Herodotus, who learnt it of the priefts themfelves, informs 
us, amounts to this : Paris on his return with Helen was by 
ftrefs of weather driven on the coaft of Egypt, and forced to 
put in at Taricbea on the Canopean mouth' of the Nile. Here 
fome Haves of Paris's retinue, taking fan&uary in a temple 
of Hercules which ftood on the fliore, informed againft their 
matter, aggravating before the governor of the province, by 
name Thonis, the injury which he had done to Menelaus. 
Thonis laid the whole matter before Proteus, at that time 
king of Egypt, who, finding, upon exam iriation, the depo- 
lition of the flaves to be true, detained Helen and the trea- 
fures. that had been taken with her, in order to reftore them 
to Menelaus but commanded Paris, after having feverely 
reprimanded him for his crime, to depart the kingdom with- 
in the term of three days, on pain of being treated as an e- 
nemy. The Egyptian priefts add, that when the Greeks fent 
ambafladors to demand Helen and her riches, the Trojans 
protefted, that they were not in their power, but in the hands 
of Proteus king of Egypt, which the Greeks looking upon as 
a mere fliift to put them off, began the war ; butatlaft af- 
ter taking the town, as Helen no where appeared, and the 
Trojans perfifted in their former proteftations, the Greeks be- 
gan to believe them, and fent Menelaus into Egypt, where 
he was kindly entertained by Proteus, and had his wife re- 
ftored to him without any injury done to her perfon or goods. 
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Thefe things the Egyptian priefts aflured Herodotus that they 
knew for certain, as they had happened in Egypt + and had 
been handed down to them from thofe who had converted 
with Menelaus himfelf. Herodotus piroduces one" argument 
of no fmall weight to prove the truth of this tradition, viz* 
that if it had been in king Priam 9 s power to reftore Helen, 
he would certainly have done it, rather than fuffer the un- 
fpeakable calamities that befel his family, his kingdom, and 
himfelf, during the courfe of the war. How great foever 
his tendernefs to Paris might have been, yet it could not be 
proof againft fo many misfortunes. Homer feems not to bav£ 
been ignorant of the tradition of the Egyptian priefts, for he 
mentions Paris and Helen's arrival in Egypt 9 and fays, that 
Menelaus went thither before he returned fiome to Sparta, 
which voyage it is not likely he undertook at that rime, fot 
pleafure. Neverthelefs Horner^ and with him all the Greek 
poets (after whom the Latins have copied) except Euripides, 
fuppreis the circumftance of Helen's not being in Troy, as too 
favourable to the Trojan caufe. But whether the Trojans 
would not, or could not, reftore her, the ambaiTadors on 
their return highly complained of the treatment they had 
met with, and with their complaints fo incenfed their coun- 
trymen, that they refolved without further delay to put to 
fea, and carry fire and fword into the enemies country (P). 
They fteered to the coaft of Troas, where on their landing 
they met with fo warm a reception, -that they began to be 
fenfible of the difficulty of the enterprize. In the firft en- 
counter they lo& ProteJilaus, who was flain by HefTor, and 
many others of lefs note. However, they gained ground 
enough to encamp on. But what moft of all retarded their pro- 
grcfs was want of provisions, which daily increafed, and was 
owing partly to their numbers, partly to the finallnefs of 

(P CaUhas^ a. famous foothfayer, without whofe advice and 
approbation nothing was undertaken by the Greeks during the war, 
declared, that the goddefs Diana oppofed their paflage with con- 
trary winds, and that fhe was to be appeafed with a vidlim of no 
fmaller note than Iphigenia daughter to Agamemnon. Thegoddeft, 
lay the pons, was incenfed againft him for having killed by chance 
one of her flags ; but after all, pitying the innocent young virgin, 
Ihe prevented io horrid a facrifice by putting a hind in her room. 
Some writers are of opinion, as we have obferved elfewhere (2O, 
that the fcble of the facrifice of Iphigenia had its birth from Jipb- 
tkurS* iaciificing his daughter. 
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their veileis, which, as the building of fhips with decks was 
jiot then introduced, could not carry fuch ftores of provifions 
as were neceffary to fupply the army. , Wherefore they were 
-obliged to divide their forces, lending part of them to cultivate 
the ground in the Thracian Gherfonefus 9 and part to rove 
about the feas for the relief of the camp. All writers, whe- 
ther poets or hiftorians, agree, that the Greeks employed the 
firft eight or nine years in fcowering the feas, pillaging the 
coafts, and reducing fuch cities and iflands as fided with the 
Trojans, Hence in the poets we read of many towns taken, 
iflands plundered, ftrong holds razed, and numbers of people 
carried into captivity by Achilles, whom the army cobld not 
well havefpared, had there been any fervice of importance to 
be performed before Troy (QJ. 

At laft the feveral fmaJl parties, that had been difperfed 
up and down the neighbouring countries and iflands, being 
joined in one body, and great ftore of provifions brought into 
the c&mp, they approached the city with a defign to exert 
their utmoft efforts, and put an end to fo tedious a war. But 
by this tijne the Trojans had been reinforced with confider- 
able bodies both of mercenaries and allies. Infomuch, that 
when the Greets firft inverted the town, HeSfor attacked them 
at the head of an army fcarce inferior to theirs in number. 
The Greeks had not been long before the city, when a plague 
broke out in their camp, which Homer fays was fent by Apollo , 
fcecaufe Agamemnon refufed to releafe the daughter of one of 
his priefts ; but Heraclides on this paflage informs us, that it 
was occafioned by the violent heats, and peftilentious vapours 
raifed by the fun, the Greeks being encamped among fens and 
mar&es. The plague was followed by a quarrel between 

(Q) Ovid fays, that from the firft year to the tenth there was no 
fighting at all ; and Herodotus tells us, that the Greeks did not fit 
down before Troy till the tenth year, contenting themfelves with 
laying wafte th^ enemies country, and blocking up the city. Hornet 
(zi) introduces king Priam fitting on a high tower, and there 
learrling of Helen the names of the Greek commanders who ap 
peared in the field on the tenth year, for which fiction, allowing ir 
to be fuch, there would have been no room, had the Greeks been 
encamped under the walls of Troy for ten years together. The 
ojily thing wherein authors differ as to this particular is, that fome 
with Thucydides{ 22) , fay, that the whole army was employed m 
fubduing the Trojan allies ; while others, with Herodotus, tell u*, 

that a confidtfaole body of troops was encamped the whole time 
before Troy. 

1 

(zi) Iliad. 3 (22" //i. i. f*, q. 

Ccc ? Agamtmn:.<\ 
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Agattfemnon and Achilles \ for Agamemnon being obliged by 
die foothfayer Caleb as to return bis fair captive to her father a 
prieft of Apollo* to appeafe that revengeful deity, took 2?ri- 
feis in her room, who in the divifion of the booty had fallen 
to Achilles. This affront Achilles revenged by withdrawing 
his forces, and retiring with them on board his veffels. In 
his abfence feveral battles were fought with great Ifeughter on 
both fides, the vi&ory generally inclining to the Trojans. In 
one of thefe Patroclus was flain by Heclor-* but his death was 
not long unrevenged, for Achilles returning to the camp put 
the Trojans to flight, asd revenged the death of his friend by 
killing -Heflor himfslf. Achilles did not long outlive him, 
being flain by Paris. Thus fell many of the chief leaders on 
both fides, but the Greeks at laft carried the city j whether 
by force, ftratagem, or treachery is uncertain. All writers 
agree, that it was taken by night : Some fay, that JEneas 
and Antenor* who commanded the Dardanians* feeing 
that Priam would hearken to no terms, even after the 
death of Heclor and Paris* concluded a feparate peace with 
the Greeks* betraying the city into their hands. The poets 
tell us, that it was taken by the contrivance of a wooden 
horfe, which fable fome think to have had its birth from the 
Greeks entering the city by the Sccean gate, over which was 
the pifture or ftatue of a horfe. Perhaps they entered the 
town through a breach made in the wall by fome wooden en- 
gine, called a horfe* and in the nature of that which the Ro - 
mans in after-ages made ufe of to batter the walls, and from 
its fhape called a Ram. Be that as it will, the Greeks* having 
at laft mattered the city, pra&ifed all the cruelties and abo- 
minations which a cruel, hungry, and enraged enemy can 
Troy ^ e guilty of. The city was laid in afhes, and fuch of the in- 
taken. habitants as had not time to fave themfelves by flight, were 
Year of either put to the fword without diftinclion of fcx or age, or 
the Flood, carried by the conqueror into captivity. And thus ended the 
181 5. kingdom of Troy* after having ftood, from Teucer to Priam* 
Year be- ™A — to the moft exaa 'comoutations. The 



ding 



I ^ 1 city was taken the 2z|jth day of the month'T/jargcl 
^ \ ? years before Chrift. 



The Greeks* having at laft put an end to* the war, divided 
the booty, and put to fea in order to return to their refpedive 
homes, but met wit;h many adventures, ;,many of them bein'g 
driven on. far diftant, coafts. Meneflheus icing of Athens died at 
Melos. Teucer the fon of Telamon fettled in Cyprus* where \\c 
built a city calling it Salamis* from the chief city of his own 
country, which bore that name. Agapenor* who commanded 

the 
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the Arcadians, built in the fame ifland the city of Paphos. 
Pyrrhus the fon of Achilles fettled in Epirus, and there built 
Ephyra. Ajax the fon of Oileus was loft. Some of the 
Locrians were driven on the coafts of Afric, others to Italy, 
whereof all the eaft part was called Magna Grcecia, by reafon 
of the many towns built there by the Greeks. Many, who 
got fafe home, were obliged to put to fea again, as Thucy- 
dides informs us «, in queft of new feats, others having feized 
their territories, and ufurped the fovereignty, during their ab- 
fence. Agamemnon and his brother Menelaus fell out when 
they were upon the point of weighing anchor to return home, 
and their quarrel divided the whole fleet, fome failing with 
Menelaus to the ifland of Tenedos, and others remaining with 
Agamemnon on the coafts of Troas. Thofe, who followed 
Menelaus, not agreeing among themfelves, parted, each hold- 
ing his own courfe homewards- Agamemnon arrived fafe at 
Mycena, where he was foon after his arrival murdered by his 
wife Clytemnejlra ; but his fon Orejles revenged his death by 
the murder of Clytemnejlra, of Mgifthus her gallant, and of 
Helen their daughter ; for which murders he was tried and 
acquitted by the Areopagus. The adventures of Ulyjfes are 
related by Homer in a fabulous manner ; but what may have 
fome foundation in hiftory is, that fome years paffed before he 
got home. The adventures of the other Greeks are lefs known; 
but upon the whole it appears, that this war proved no lefs 
fatal to the conquerors than to the conquered. 

As for the Trojans, thofe who efcaped the general flaugh- 
ter, feeing their country utterly ruined, took their meafures 
accordingly, and fettled in diftant regions. Antenor, as we 
have faid already, eftablifhed himfclf in Italy, and founded 
the nation of the Heneti. Helenus, one of Priam's fons 
fettled in Macedonia, where he built the city of Ilium. 
Some fay, that during the fiege he went over to the Greeks, 
and fhewed them in what manner they might eafily mafter 
the city. 

As to /Eneas, all the Roman writers afTure us, that he fet- 
tled in Italy ^ and there founded the kingdom of Alba. From 
him the Cafars affected to derive their pedigree, as the other 
Romans did theirs from the Trojans who accompanied him. 
Livy alone feems to betray fome fort of doubt as to this par- 
ticular, insinuating, with a great deal of refcrve, that he has 
not fufficient grounds either to admit or rejefl: the common 
opinion. But, notwithfhmding the unanimous confent of 
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the Latins* there are not wanting arguments of great 
weight, which the learned Bochart w has carefully collected, 
to evince the arrival of /Eneas in Italy to be a mere fable 



(R) In the firft place this opinion is directly oppofite to that of 
Homer (23), who fuppofes JEneas to have remained in Phrygian 
for he introduces Ntpfune, whom he reprefents favourable to Jtneas 
on all occafions, and averfe from Priam and his whole race, afluring 



time. It is the cuftom of poets to introduce their deities or pro- 
phets telling before-hand that fuch things will happen as the poet 
knows to have already happened ; but no poet ever made them ut- 
ter fuch things as he knew neither did nor could happen, which 
would be Homer's cafe if jEneas had not reigned in Pbrygia. To 
this argument fome anfwer, that Mneas, after fettling a colony in 
Italy, returned to Phrygia, and reigned over the few Phrygians that 
outlived the deftruction of their country. As this anfwer has no 
manner of foundation in hiftory, it is fcarce worth refuting. Dio- 
vjifius Halicamajfenfis (24) is of opinion, that Neptune, or rather 
Homer, meant only, that Mneas was to reign over fuch Phrygians 
as accompanied him, or over a Phrygian colony. "But this is no 
more than what happened to Antenor, Aceftes, Cafys 9 Helenus, and 
others ; whereas the poet's intent is to make Neptune diftinguift 
Mneas from the other Phrygians by fome particular marks of his 
lavour. Befides, the words of Venus in the hymn which is gene- 
rally afcri bed to Homer h TfffwSw a»£tp are capable of no other 
fenfe,. but that Mneas ftiall reign in the country of the Trojans ; 
and in this fenfe they are underftood by Strabo ( 2 j\ who tells us 
in exprefs terms, that Mneas remained in the country of the Tro- 
jans, that the family of Priam being extinct, the crown fell to him, 
and was by him tranfmitted to his pofterity. Euftathius thinks 
(26), that when Homer introduces Neptune pfomifing to Mneas, 
that he and his pofterity mould reign over the Trojans, the poet by 
the Trojans meant the Romans-, and becaufe it might be objected, 
that Homer could have no knowledge of the Romans, being dead 
long before the foundation of Rome, he adds, that Homer had ei- 
ther feen the oracles of the Sibyls, which derive the Roman prince* 
from JEneas, or had himlelf forefcen, as mod poets are endowed 
with the gift of prophecy, that the Romans were to defcend from 
JEneas and be mailers of the tforld. But as to the books of the 
Sibyls, Homer certainly never did, nor could, fee them ; for they 
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The city df Troy being utterly ruined, and moft of the 
•inhabitants of Troas put to the fword, fome writers tell us, 
that the neighbouring Phrygians and Lydians, pofleffing them- 
felves of that country, fettled there, and that Troas from that 
time began to be called Phrygia ; others are of opinion, that 
Mneas, having gathered together the fcattered remains of the 
Trojans, rebuilt the city, and that his defcendants and the 
defcendants of Heftor reigned there till the country was fub- 
dued by the Lydians, who became fo powerful as to over-run 
all Afia Minor. If the Trojans had any kings of their own 
after their city was deftroyed by the Greeks, they muft needs 
have made but a very indifferent figure, fines they are not fo 
much as named in hiftory. 

were forged, as feveral writers have demonflrated, above a thou- 
fand years after Homer's time ; and as to the fpirit of prophecy, 
which Euftatbius is pleafed to beftow upon poets, every one fees 
that it has not the leaft appearance of truth. To the authority of 
Homer we may add that of Agatbocles Cyzicenjts, quoted by Fefius 
(27), who cites many authors affirming JEneas to have been buried 
in the city of Berecyntbia, by the river No/oj (or, as others read, 
Gallus) not far from Troy. Stephanas informs us, that the city of 
Afcania in Phrygia was .built by Afcanius the fon of JEneas, 
wherein he agrees with Nicolaus Damafcenus. Mela tells us, 
that the city of Antandros was fo called, becaufe Afcanius who 
reigned there, being taken by the Pelafgi, yielded this city 
to them for his ranfom. Hellanicus in his Troica makes JEneas fly 
into Thrace, and from thence to Pallene ; but as to Afcanius, he 
lays, that he remained in Troas and reigned there. Strabo allures 
us, that the city of Scepfis, in former times fituate near Troy, was 
removed from thence fixty furlongs by Scamander the fon of HeSor 
- and Afcanius the fon of JEneas ; and adds, that thefe two families 
reigned for many years in that city ; and that the monarchical form 
of government being firft changed into an oligarchy, and after- 
wards into a democracy, neverthelefs fuch as were defcended from 
thefe two families wereftill honoured with the title of kings. To 
thefe authorities Bochert (28) adds two arguments of no fmall 
weight, namely, that the chief deities of the antient Trojans, viz 
Venus, Apollo, Cybele, Sec. were for a long time quite unknown to 
the Romans, and that there Is not the leaft fimilitude imaginable 
between the antient Phrygian and Roman language, which he 
proves by producing the few Phrygian words that have been tranf- 
mitted to us. This, however, is no exception to VirgiVs divine 
and inimitable JEneid j for he advances nothing but what was 
vouched by all the hiftorians, orators, antiquaries, critics, and 
poets, who had flouriftied before h ; m. Neither is it the duty of 
a poet to contradift an opinion which a whole nation holds for 
indubitable. 

(27) Peftus<voce Roma t (28) Ubt fubra. 
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SECT. I. 

* 

tfbe defcription of the country, the manners, cujtoms, 

religion, &c. of the inhabitants. 

THE fmall country before us is thought to have bor- 
rowed its name from the Lydian word Myfos fignify- 
ing a beech-tree, becaufe that tree remarkably abound- 
ed here. It was divided into the Greater and Leffer Myfia. 
Myfia Minor ox the Leffer My/ia lay on the Propontis, and from 
thence extended to mount Olympus , beinffJfounded byBithynia 
and the Propontis on the north and weftf by Phrygia Minor 
on the fouth, and by Phrygia Major on the eaft. Myfia 
Major or the Greater Myfia was bounded on the north by 
Phrygia Minor, on the fouth by JEolia, on the eaft by Phry- 
gia Major, and on the weft by the JEgean fea. What Strabo, 
whom we have followed, calls Myfia Minor, Ptolemy calls 
Myfia Major ; the former is alio named Olympena from 
mount Olympus, and Hellefpontiaca becaufe fome towns an- 
tientiy belonging to it were feated on the Hellefpont. That 
part of Myfia which lay between Ancyra of Phrygia and the 
river Rhyndacus is called by Strabo Abrettana, and the re- 
maining part Morcnq. The former denomination is often 
given to all Myfia. 

In that part of Myfia Minor which lay on the Propontis 
were the following cities : Cyxicus or Cyzicum feated in an 
ifland of the Propontis bearing the fame name, but joined to 
the continent with two bridges by Alexander the Great. It 
borrowed its name from Cyzicus king of that ifland and the 
adjacent continent, who is faid to have been killed through 

miftakc by Jafon the Argonaut. This city, when firft known 

f to 
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to the Romans 1 was one of the greateft and richeft of' all 
Afta? and hence was ftiled by Florus the Rome of Afia^ and 
celebrated by hin\ and all the other Latin writers for its walls* 
bulwarks, haven, marble towers, &c. x . Among its many 
magnificent buildings the chief temple is mightily cried up 
by the antients ; the whole ftrudhire was of polifhed marble, 
and the joinings all covered with lines of gold ; the pil- 
lars were four cubits thick and fifty high, each of one piece. 
The ftatue of Jupiter? which flood in the temple, was of 
ivory, and moft exquifite workmanftip y . In after-ages this 
city made a glorious ftand againft Mithridates? who loft un- 
der its walls no fewer than 300,000 men, and after all could 
not conquer it. However, the antient inhabitants of this 
city and iiland were generally deemed a cowardly' a~nd. effe- 
minate race ; infomuch, that when any one behaved himself 
in an unmanly manner, or through fear did what was unbeY 
coming, he was contemptuoufly called a Cyzican z . Tully * 
reprefents thofe of his time as a quiet and inoffenfive fort of 
people, enemies to plots or tumults, averfe from war, and of 
a turn to enjoy the fweets of peace, whatever they coit. 
The current coin of this ifland, called Stater and weighing 
eighteen drams, was engraved with fuch nicety, exa&nefs, 
and skill, that they were looked upon in thofe days as a mi- 
racle of art (S). The inhabitants pretended to a very great 
antiquity, and believed, that their city had been given by 
Jupiter to Proferpine for her dowry, and on that account 
worfhipped her as their chief deity. As for the beauty, great - 
nefs, riches, and laws of this city, we refer our reader to 
Appian b . It was ruined by an earthquake, and the fallen 
marbles and pillars were conveyed to Conjlantinople to embcl- 
lifli that city. Under the Romans it was the metropolis of 
the Confular Hellefpont? but is at prefent little better than a 
village, and known under the names of Chipico, Spiga^ and 
Pa lor mi. 

* Florus, lib. iii. c. 5. y Xiphilinqs in Dione. Plin. 1. xxxvi- 
c. 15. 56 Hefychius. Erafm. Chiliad. a Aft. iii. in 

Verr. b Appian. in Mithridatico. 

(S) This gave birth to the Greek proverb Kt/£i*W rar^tf an ex- 
preffion ufed in commending any eminent performance in the art of 
engraving ; as if the Cyzician ftateres were the utmoft effort of that 
art. This coin reprefented on one fide CybeU the great mother of the 
gods, and a lion on the other, which has made fomc imagine the 
above mentioned proverb to be a taunt on thofe who talk big and 
affeft to appear like lions, though they be in effedt a* timid and 
fearful as women (29). 
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Par turn ^ fo called, as fome writers inform us, from Pa- 
rus the fon of Jafon. Some think, that Archilochus, the 
famous writer of Iambics , was a native of this place. In this 
city was a naked Cupid much celebrated by the antients, and 
deemed no ways inferior to the famous Venus of Cnidos. In 
the neighbourhood of this city lived the Opbiogenes mentioned 
by Pliny c , who are faid to have had the gift of curing the 
bitings of ferpents with their touch. Not far from hence 
flood a ftately temple of Apollo Aclaus and Diana, which be- 
ing demoliflied, the ruins were employed to build an altar at 
Parium, which was looked upon as one of the miracles of 
Afia. The antient Parians were a colony of Milefians, and 
the more modern of the Romans^ who in all this province 
had but two colonies, namely Par turn and Troas. Homer 
makes P avium and Adrajlia one and the fame city j but Stra- 
bo diftinguifhes them. Parium is now reduced to a village, 
but retains its antient name. 

Lampfacus or Lampfacum was feated at the entrance of the 
Propontis over-againft Callipolis in the Thracian Cherfonefe. 
It was built, according to fome, by the Phocenfes, according to 
others by Priapus, who was a native of this city and the moft 
infamous of all the heathen deities. This city, as we are 
told, borrowed its name from a young woman named Lamp- 
faces. It had a capacious and fafe harbour and a noble tem- 
ple confecrated to Cybele. It was in antient times famous for 
its wine, and on that confideration given by Artaxerxes to 
Themifiocles in his exile. Alexander the Great conceived 
fuch an averfion to this city for the lewdnefs and vices of the 
inhabitants, that he refolved to lay it in afhes \ which the in- 
habitants having timely notice of, difpatched deputies to in- 
tercede for mercy, and avert if poffible their impending doom. 
They no fooner appeared before Alexander, but the incenfed 
monarch, to redeem himfelf from their importunity, folemn- 
ly vowed, that he would deny their requeft. Whereupon 
Anaxhnenes, who was at the head of that embafly, addrelled 
the king thus: Moft juft and powerful monarch, the inhabi- 
tants of Lampfacus, having been fo unhappy as to incur your 
royal difplcafurc, and defiring to atone for the enormous 
crimes that could provoke the wrath of fo merciful a prince, 
have fent us to beg, that you would utterly deftroy their un- 
fortunate city, a puniihment richly deferved by thofe who 
could provoke your difpleafure. This unexpected requeft, 
and the vow which Alexander, being bent on its deftrudion, 
had made to rejedt the deputies petition, was its prefervation. 
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Priapus was worfhipped here in a particular manner, and his 
temple was a perfect fink of lewdnefc, a very fchool of the 
moft unnatural Iufts. Tully * reprefeats the inhabitants of 
Lampfacus as a quiet and indolent fort of people, and more 
fit to relifh the eafe of peace, than fuffer the toils of war. This 
city is ftill in a tolerable good condition, fituated in a pleafant 
plain, and furrounded with vineyards, which are fenced in 
with pomegranate-trees, and produce excellent wine. The 
Greeks call it Lampfaco, and the Turks Lepfeck. Thefe were 
the chief cities of Myfta Minor feated on the coaft. 

We will not take on us to mark out the bounds of the 
midland Myfta, which, according to Strabo, lay between the 
river Rhyndacus and mount Ida, Here Stephanus places the 
city of Apollonia on the banks of the Rhyndacus, which rifes 
from a lake bearing the name of the city. This lake called 
now the lake of Abouillona is five and twenty miles in compafs, 
and eight miles wide, being interfperfed with feveral iflands 
and peninfulas, whereof the largeft, which is three miles in 
circuit, is called Abouillona. As the village fituate in this if- 
land bears the fame name, fome modern travellers d take it 
to be the antient city of Apollonia (U), which was once a ci- 
ty of great note, and maintained its antient luftre to the reign 
of the emperor Alexis Comnenus, when it was taken and 
pillaged by die Turks, as his daughter Anna Comnena informs 
us. Apollo was undoubtedly the chief deity of this city, for, 
befides that it bore his name, he is reprefented on the reverfe 
of feveral medals of this city e . 

The chief rivers of Myfia Minor are the Rhyndacus and 
the Granicus. The Rhyndacus, called by Pliny Lycus, and 
by the moderns Lartacho, has its fourcc in the lake of A~ 
pollonia, or Artynia, as Pliny names it, and falls into the 
Propontis near Cyzicus. This river is memorable in the Ro- 
man hiftory for the overthrow of Mithridates, who, defign- 
ing to furprife Lucullus, was himfelf furprized by that great 
commander, and his army cut to pieces on the banks of this 

Act, in. in Ver. d Tou rnefort voyage au Levant, & c. 
c Tou rnefort ubi fupra. 

(U) Vaillantf who vifited thofe places, defcribes Apollonia as 
feated on the top of a hill, at the foot of which runs the Rhynda- 
cus ; but this learned traveller miftook the city of Lopadi, or as the 
Turks call it, Ulubat, for the antient Apollonia y not being aware, 
that the inhabitants of Apollonia for the conveniency of their com- 
merce removed from Apollonia to Lopadi > giving the name of the 
city they had forfaken to this their new habitation ; it being ma- 
nifeft from Anna Comnena ,that in her time Lopadi bore alfo the name 
of Apollonia, 

D d d 2 river. 
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river* The Granicus rifes on mount Ida> and difcharges it- 
felf into the Propontis between Parium and Cyzicus. This 
river Alexander eroded at the head of 30000 Macedonians in 
face of the Perfian army 600000 ftrong. Travellers obferve, 
that its banks are very high and fteep on the weft fide ; fo 
that the forces of Darius had a considerable advantage, had 
they known how to ufe it. This river at prefent is called the 
Soufoughirli, which is the name of a village it waters (W). 

In this part of Mifia ftands mount Olympus^ called by the 
antients Olympus Myfiorum to diftinguifh it from feveral other 
mountains of the fame name. It is one of the higheft moun- 
tains in Afia % and great part of the year covered with fnow. 

The city of greateft note in Myfia Major was Pergamus 9 
feated in a fpacious plain on the banks of the Caicus. It was 
the royal feat of the Attalic kings and of Eumenes, and en- 
riched with a library containing 200,000 choice volumes, for 
the tranferibing of which parchment was here firft invented, 
and thence called by the Latins Chart a Pergamena. Ptolemy 
king of Egypt gave occafion to this ufeful contrivance by pro- 
hibiting the exportation of the Egyptian papyrus, in order to 
defeat the defign of Eumenes king of Pergamus^ which was 
to caufe all the valuable books then extant to be carefully 
transcribed, and by that means make a colledtion that might 
vie with Ptolemy's famous library at Alexandria. In Perga- 
mus were likewife invented thofe coftly hangings which we 
call Tapejlry, and the Romans named Aulcca from Aula 
fignifying a hall y becaufe the hall of AttaluSj who invented 
them, was the firft room adorned with this furniture. Galen 
the famous Pkyjician was born in this city. Here Mfcula- 
pi us is faid to have pra&ifed phyfic. We muft not forget 
that Pergamus was one of the feven churches mentioned in 
the Revelations. It is now an inconfiderable place, and thin- 
ly inhabited. There are ftill to be feen in the neighbouring 
fields the ruins of the palace of the Attalic kings, of an aque- 
duct, and a theatre. 

Otf the coafts of the Greater Myfia were^ feated the fol- 
lowing cities, Antandros, Scepjis, Ajfos, Adratnyttium, Pi- 
ta?ie, &c. 

The foil of this country is one of the fineft and richeft of 

(W) Spon miftakes the Fourtifar, as it is now called, for th# 
Granicus. The Fourtijfar is a final I brook rifing on ipourjt <[ minus* 

which fome, through miftake, think to be the Caicus of the an • 
tic.ts. 
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Afta % and as fuch celebrated by the antients f . It chiefly a- 
bounded in corn and wine r was well ftocked with cattle, and 
had a great many large plains proper for pafturing them. It 
was plentifully watered with fmall rivers running down from 
mount Ida and mount Olympus. In fhort, the 'My fans, as 
Philojlratus iuforms us, with refpeft to their country, were 
the happieft of all the Afiatics. 

As to the origin of the Myfians, Herodotus z informs us, Origin. 
that they were Lydians by defcent. According to his account, 
Manes, the firft king of Lydia, was father to Cotys, and Co- 
tys to jftysj who had three fons, Lydus, My/us, and Cares. 
From Lydus the Lydians, formerly called Maones from Ma- 
an the father of Cybele, borrowed their name. My/us and 
Cares planted Lydian colonies in the neighbouring countries, 
which from them were named Myfia and Carta. Others de- 
rive them from the Phrygians, and tell us that My/us, was 
not a Lydian but a Phrygian. Strabo derives the Afiatic My- 
fians from thofe of Europe, inhabiting that tradt which lies 
between mount Hermus and the Danube, and is now known 
under the names of Bofnia, Servia, and Bulgaria. There 
are divers other opinions touching the origin of this peo- 
ple, which it would be of no ufe to relate, as they are 
moftly founded on diftorted and far-fetched etymologies. 

As to the chara&er of the antient My/tans, it muft be con- CharaSter. 
fidered at different times ; for they feem to have been once a 
warlike people. Herodotus h and Pliny 1 fpeak of a very 
powerful army of Myfians and Trojans, which before the Tro- 
jan war, pafling over the Bofpborns into Europe, fubdued all 
Thrace, and advancing to the Ionian fea penetrated as far as 
the river Peneus. But in after-ages they degenerated from the 
valour of their anceftors, fo as to be looked upon as the moft 
contemptible and infignificant nation on the earth ; infomuch, 
that the Greeks k had no expreffion to fignify more emphati- 
cally a perfon of no worth or merit, than to call him the lajl 
of the Myfians. They were prone to tears, and on that ac- 
count employed by the Greeks 1 to attend their funerals, and 
lament over the deceafed. Their language was in all likeli- 
hood the fame as the Phrygian and Trojan, with fome varia- 
tion of dialedt. As to their manners, cuftoms, arts, and fci- 
ences we are quite in the dark. Their trade we can only 
guefs at from their fituation and wealth j for Philojlratus in- 

f Virg. Gr.ORo. 1. i. verf 103. 8 lib. i. & vii. Mib. 
vii. 1 lib. vii. c. 6. k Strab. 1. xii. Cic. pro Flacco. 
1 „JE schyl. in Perfis. Eha6M. Chiliad. 

forms 
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forms us, that in antient times they were the moft wealthy 
nation of all Afia. 

Religion. Their religion was much the fame with that of the neigh- 
bouring Phrygians, whom they did not fall fhort of in fuper- 
ftition. They worfhipped the fame deities, and ufed the 
fame religious ceremonies, which has made fome believe them 
to be originally Phrygians. Cybele had a ftately and rich tem- 
ple at Cyzicus, and Apollo ASlesus near Parium. Nemcjis al- 
fo is numbered among their deities* and was wor/hipped in a 
magnificent temple built by king Adrajlus not far from the 
city of Parium, whence both the country and the goddefs 
were named Adrajlia. Priapus was worfhipped by the more 
modern My/tans, but unknown to them even in Hefiod's time. 
The Myfian priefts abftained from flefli, and were not al- 
lowed to many. It was a ceremony pra&ifed among them 
to facrifice a horfe, and eat his entrails, before they were ad- 
mitted to the priefthood. 

Their hif- Concerning their government, thus much appears that 

ftory. it was monarchical. We find no mention made of their 

Icings till the Argonautic expedition ; but authors are of opi- 
nion, that they had kings long before that time. Diodorus » 
tells us, that they lived in fubjeftion to Ninus, by whom 
they had been conquered, and to the Affyrian kings that fuc- 
ceeded him. After the deftru&ion of Troy and difperfion of 
the. Trojans i the Myjians pofleffed themfelves of great part of 
that country, which they held till they were conquered by 
Crcefus king of Lydia. 

Olympus. The iirft king ofMyfia we find mentioned is called Olym- 
pus : He is faid to have married Nipaa the daughter of Jafius 
or JaJ?in y brother to Dardanus king of Troy n . 

Teothras. Teutbras appears next ; it is uncertain whom he fucceeded ; 

he is faid to have reigned over the Myjians, Cilicians, and Ce- 
team °. He married Auge daughter to Ale us the king of Ar- 
cadia's Ion p . As he had no iflue male, he gave his daughter 
Agriope, whom lie had by his firft wife, in marriage to 7V- 
hphus his fecond wife's fon by Hercules * (X). He built a 

city 

m lib. ii. cap. i. » Scholiaft. Apoll. p. 155. °Strab. 
1. xiii. v Djodor.J. iv. c. iii. 9 Strab.1. xiii. 

(X) Euripides , quoted by Strabo f3o\ informs us, that Telepbns 
was a natural fon of Hercules by Auge; and adds, that her father 
Alt us cauicd both htr and her child to be locked up in a chelt and 

■ 

( 33 j Strab. I. xiii. 

thrown 
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city calling it Teuthrania, which N name became common to 
the country where the new city ftood, and in procefs of .time 
to all Myfia r . He had another daughter by name Tecmejfa, 
who, in the divifion of the booty, which the Greeks had got 
in plundering Myfia, fell to Ajax the fon of Telamon. 

Teutbras was fucceeded by Telepbus a natural fon of Her- Telephus. 
cules by Auge. Telepbus, being expofed by his grandfather's 
order on mount Banthenius, was nurfed there by a hind till 
he was found by the fhepherds of one Corythus, who brought 
htm up as his own child. Being defirous, when he was grown 
up, to find out his mother, he was directed by an oracle to 
fteer his courfe towards Myfia , where he was received with 
incredible joy, not by his mother only, but alfo by king Teu- 
tbras her hufband, who, being taken with this extraordinary 
youth, beftowed his daughter on him and appointed him his 
heir. In the Trojan war he firfl fided with king Priam, and 
was dangeroufly wounded by Achilles ; but was afterwards 
prevailed upon by the Greeks to ftand neuter r. Paufanias 
and Arijlides tell us^ that he planted a colony of Arcadians 
in the neighbourhood of Pergamus. Jornandes c makes him 
king of the Gotbs, wherein he confounds the European with 
the Afiatic Myfians ; for thofe of Europe, whom Pliny calls 
Mafians, are thought to be defcended from the Myfians of 
jffia. Telepbus ha,d two fons, Eurypylus and Latinus : Eu- 
rypylus, according to fome u , was killed in the Trojan war 



according to others fucceeded his father, or reigned over the 
Cilicians w. Latinus is faid to have led a colony of Ceteans 

into Italy *. 

Eurypylus left one fon by name Arius, who fucceeded his Ariua. 
father or grandfather, and wa? flain in a fingle combat by 
Ampfiialus the fon of Neoptolemus, who pofleffed himfelf of 
the kingdom of Myfia We read of no other kings of My- 
fta till many ages after, when the Attalic family reigned at 
Pergamus, which we fliall fpeak of in its proper place. 

1 Pindar, in Olymp. f Diodor. lib. iv. Strab. 1. xiii. 
Apollodor. StephAn. &c. 1 De rebus Geticis. u Cala- 
ber. 1. vi. vii. viii. Hycinus fab. 113. w Strab. 1. xiii. 
« Cedrbnits. p. 1 15. f Pa usani as in A tticis. 

thrown into the fea ; that the cheft was by the provident care of 
Pallas guided to the mouth of the river Caieus, and that Teutbras, 
who at that time reigned there, falling in love with Auge, married 
her, and, as he had no children of his own, adopted her fon flr/*- 
pbus f declaring him his heir and fucceffor to the crown. 
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CHAP. XV. 

The History of the Lydians. 

t 4 

S E C T, L 

The defcriplion of Lydia. 

WHENCE this country borrowed the name of Lydia 
is not determined. Some, led by the affinity of 
Words, derive it from Lud, Shem's fourth fon, 
whom they pretend to have fettled here. But this opinion 
we fhall examine, when we come to enquire into the origin 
of the Lydians. All the antient writers tell us, that Lydia 
was firft called Mcsonia or Meonia from Mean king of Phry- 
gia and Lydia, and that it was known under no other name 
till the reign of Atys, when it began to be called Lydia from 
his fon Lydus. Bochart 2 , finding in his learned colleition 
of Phoenician words the verb Lud fignifying to wind, and ob- 
ferving that the country we are fpeaking of is watered by the 
Maander fo famous for its windings, concludes, chat it was 
thence named Lydia or Ludia. As to Meon and Lydus, he 
rids himfelf of them at once, by denying that there ever were 
any fuch perfons. To fupport this opinion, he endeavours 
to prove, that the Phoenicians, and after them Mofes, who, 
in the defcription of countries,made ufe of their terms,gave the 
name of Lud not only to Lydia on the banks of the Maander, 
but likewife to Ethiopia, where the Nile, as Herodotus ob- 
serves % has as many turnings and windings as the Maander 
itfelf. Now as thefe two countries, lying on the two moft 
winding rivers that were then known, were named Lud, which 
word fignifies to bend or wind, who can doubt, fays he, but 
they had their common denomination from the rivers which 
watered them ? As to the antient name of Maonia, he takes 
it to be a Greek tranflation of the Phoenician word Lud, 
wherein he agrees, in fome meafure, with Siephanus, who 
derives the name of Maonia from Maon the antient name of 



z Phaleg. 1. ii.c. 12. » lib. n. c. 29. 
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the Meander. Some take the word Mesonia to be a tranfla- 
tion of a Hebrew word fignifying becaufe that country, 

fay they, was in former times enriched above any other with 
mines. 

Though Lydia and Mesonia are by moft authors indif- 
ferently ufed for one and the. fame country, yet they are 
fometimes diftinguiihed, that part, where mount Tmolus 
flood, and which was watered by the Paffolus^ being properly 
galled Mceonia, and the other lying on the coaft, Lydia. 
This diffin&ion is ufed, as Spanhemius obferves b , by Homier, 
Callimachusy Dionyjius, and other antient writers. In after 
ages, when the Ionians^ who had planted a colony on the 
coaft of the jEgeean fea, began to make fome figure, that 
part was called Ionia ^ and the name of Lydia given to the 
antient Maonia. 

Lydia , according to Pliny c , Ptolemy and other antient 
geographers, was bounded by Myfta Major on the north, 
by Carta on the fouth, by Phrygia Major on the eaft, and 
Ionia on the weft, lying between the 37th and 39th degrees 
of north latitude. What the antients ftyle the kingdom of 
Lydia was not confined within thefe narrow boundaries, 
chiefly under the latter kings, but extended from the river 
Halys to the Mgean fea. Pliny's defcription includes JEolia y 
lying between the Hermits ancL the Caicus, but that traft we 
jfhall confider apart. 

The chief cities of Lydia were Sardis j the metropolis of 
that kingdom and the feat of king Craefus. This city flood 
on the banks of the Paftolus at the foot of mount Tmolus. 
The Perjians thought Sardis of fuch confequence after it fell 
into their hands, that Xerxes, hearing it was taken by the 
Greeks, commanded one of his attendants to cry aloud every 
day while he was at dinner j The Greeks have taken Sardis ; 
which was continued till he recovered the city. It was ut- 
terly ruined by an earthquake, and rebuilt by Tiberius. There 
are ftill to be feen*the ruins of a large palace and two mag- 
nificent churches with a great many pillars and cornices of 
marble. Not far from Sardis ftands a village of the fame 
name, which fome take to be that Sardis which is mention- 
ed in the Revelations , and was one of the feven churches. 
Near this city was to be feen in Herodotus's time d the fepul- 
chre of Alyattes father to Crcefus, whereof the foundation 
was of ftone, but the whole fupcrftrudure of earth, being 

b Ad Callimachi hymnum in Delura, verf. 250. c Lib. v. 

c. 29. d Hbrodot. 1. i. 
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fix furlongs and 200 foot in circumference, and a thoufand 

three hundred foot in breadth. 

Philadelphia* formerly the fecond city of Lydia* and fo 
called from Attalus Philadelphus brother to Mumenes* flood in 
a fpacious and fruitful plain on the north fide of mount 
Tmolus. In this city were antiently celebrated "the common 
feafts of all Afia* as appears from an infeription quoted by 
Span c . It was one of the feven Churches* and continued to 
make a good figure under the Greek emperors. It was the 
laft in Afia Minor that fubmitted to the Turks* and that up- 
on very honourable terms after fix years fiege. Among the 
Greeks it retains its antient name, but is known to theTurfo 
by the name of Allachjheyer. Part of the antient walls is ftill 
remaining, with the ruins of an amphitheatre, and fome fe- 
pulchres, whence the bodies, according to an antient tradi- 
tion among the inhabitants, were tranfported by the Chriflians 
into Europe. 

Thyatira* a colony of the Macedonians* as Strabo informs 
us, was fituated in a plea/ant plain not far from the river 
Hermus. This city was another of the feven churches, and its 
prefent ruins teftify its former grandeur. The Greeks call it 
Thyra, and the Turks Akbifar. It is a place of fome trade for 
corn and cotton, and inhabited by about 5000 Turks. 

Magnefia* by the "lurks called Guzeihifar* feated on the 
Maander* was formerly a city of great note, as the ruins of 
many ftately buildings demonftrate. Here Themiftocles died, 
this being one of the three towns that Xerxes allotted to him 
for his fubfiftence during his exile. It is ftill a large, hand- 
fome, and well-built city. Another city of the fame name 
flood at the foot of mount Sipylus on a rifing ground, whence 
it commanded a very large and beautiful plain, famous in hif- 
tory for many battles fought there, but efpecially for that be- 
tween Antiochus and the Romans under the command of 
Scipio, which decided the fate of Afia. This city was for 

fome time the feat of the Ottoman empire, and is ftill the ca- 
pital of Car afta. 

Mount Sipylus is the only one in Lydia of any note. 
The goddefs Sipylcne took her name from this mountain j or 
whtwCyhele was called Sipylene* becaufe fhe was worihipped 
in a particular manner on mount Sipylus. And hence on the 
reverie of almoft all the antient medals of Magnefta this god- 
dcfif ii> reprefented, fometimes on the frontifpicce of a temple 
with four pillars, and fometimes in a chariot. Plutarch in- 
forms us, that mount Sipylus was likewife named the Thun- 

e Voyage d'ltalic, &c. 
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der mountain, becaufe it thundered more frequently there 
than on any other mountain of AJia ; and hence we find on 
the reverfe of feveral medals flamped at Magnefia, Jupiter 
armed with thunderbolts. Mount T?nolus, and in more an- 
tient times Timolus, was once very famous for its wine and 
faffron. 

Th e rivers of this country, that we fliall take notice of, 
are the Paftolus, which rulhing from mount Tmolus waters 
the city of Sardis, and then difcharges itfelf into the Hermits 
or Sarabat. It was called by the antients Chryforhoas, from 
the colour of its fands which fhine like gold. The Cayjier % 
celebrated by the poets for the fwans that frequented its 
banks, has its fource in Phrygia Major, bathes Lydia, and 
empties itfelf into the JEgean fea near Ephefus. . It has al- 
moft as many windings, if Spon is to be believed, as the Ma- 
ander itfelf, but neither have near fo many, according to 
Tournefort, as the Seine beneath Paris. 

As to the origin of the Lydians, Jofepbus, and after him Oritfnand 
ail the ecdefiaftic writers, derive them from Lud, Sbem's antiquity. 
fourth fori. As this opinion has no other foundation but the 
fimilitude of names, there is a ftrong obje&ion againft it, viz* 
that the Lydians were firft called Maones, as all the antients 
agree, and Lydians from Lydus the fon of Atys, except we 
fuppofe the Greeks were deceived, and that, the name of 
Meeones ceafing, they refumed their old name of Lydians, 
which often has happened. But even in that cafe, we ought 
perhaps to confider Lydia as poffefTed by the Ludim, or pos- 
terity of Lud, on a fecond or third remove ; for we fee no 
more reafon than Sir Walter Raleigh i , why Lud fliould 
ftraggle fo far from his friends as Lydia, according to what 
we have faid elfewhere *. Some of the antients will have the 
Lydians to be a mixt colony of Phrygians, Myfians, and Ca- 
rians. Others, finding fome conformity in religion and 
religious ceremonies between the Egyptians and Tufcans, who 
were a Lydian colony, conclude them, without any further 
evidence, to be originally Egyptians. The very fimilitude 
of names, which on like occafions is generally ready at hand 
to help out at a dead lift, fails here \ which has obliged fomc 
writers to take Up with arrant fables not worth relating. All 
we know for certain is, that the Lydians were a very undent 
nation, as is manifeft from their very fables, for At'tis, Tan- 
talus^ Pelops, Niobe, and Arachnc, are all faid to have been 
the children of Lydus. And Xanthus in his Lydiaca, quoted 
by Stepbanus, informs us, that the anticnt city of Afcalou, 
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one of the five fatrapies of the Pbiliftines mentioned in the 
hooks of Jojhua and the Judges, was built by one Afcalus a 
Lydian, whom Alcymus king of Lydia had appointed to com- 
mand a body of troops ifrhich he fent, we know not on 
•\yhat occafion, into Syria. The Heraclides y or kings of 
Lydia defcended from Hercules, began to reign before the 
Trojan war, and had been preceded by a long feries of kings 
fprung from Atjs% and hence ftyled Atyadts, which is a ftrong 
proof of the antiquity of that kingdom. 
Govern- The Lydians began very earl/ to be ruled by kings, whofe 
inert* government, fo far as we can gather from their condu&, 

feems to have been truly defpotic, and the crow;n hereditary* 
We read of three diftindt races of kings reigning over Lydia % 
viz. the Atyada, the Heraclida, and the Mermncd*. The 
Atyada were fo called from Atys, the ion of Cotys and grand- 
fon of Manes. Manes, the fon of Jupiter and Tellus and 
firft king of Mceonia, had by Callirhoa, the daughter of O- 
ceanus, one fon by name Cotys ; Cotys by Halia the daughter 
of Ti 'lus had two, AJius and Atys\ from Aftus Lydia bor- 
rowed the name of AJia, which in procefe of time became 
common to the whole continent. Atys ma/ried Callithea the 
daughter of Ghoraus, and had by her Lydus and Tyrrbenus. 
Lydus fucceeded his father in the kingdom of M&onia, which 
in his reign began to be called Lydia. Tyrrbenus led a, co- 
lony into Italy * and fettled in Hetruria, now Tufcany. This 
is the account Dionyfius Halicarnajfenfts gives us of the kings 
fprung of Atys, or the firft race of the Lydian kings. 

The Atyada were fucceeded by the Heraclida or the de- 
fendants of Hercules. For Hercules, being by the direction 
of the oracle fold as a Have to Ompbale queen of Lydia, to 
expiate thereby the murder of Ipbitus, had during his capti- 
vity by one of her flaves a fon named Cleolaus, whofe grand- 
fon by name Argon was the firft of the Heraclida that afcend- 
ed the throne of Lydia, This race reigned from Argon the 
firft to Candaules the laft 505 years, the father fucceeding*ttie 
fon for 22 generations. They began to reign about, or not 
long before, the time of the Trojan war. 

The third race called Mermnada, perhaps from one of 
the family named Mcrmnas (for the antients are filent as to 
the origin of this appellation j began to reign not long before 
the Medes ftiook off the Jjjyrian yoke. The Mermnada 
were alfo, properly (peaking, Heraclida, being defcended 
from one Lemnos, or, as Apollodorus calls him, Agelaus, the 
fon of Hercules by Ompbale. The firft king of this race was 
Gyges, and Crcefus the Jaft. 



As 



Chap, i 5. The Hifiory of the Lydians. 405 

As to their chara&er, it muft be confidered at different* Their d* « 
times : Under Craefus and fome of his predecefTors, they were ra8er. 
without all doubt a very warlike people for they reduced 
all the neighbouring countries, and fpread far and wide the 
terrour of their arms. But being afterwards fubdued by the 
Perfians, and enjoined by Cyrus, according to the advice 
given him by Crcefus (Y), to wear long vefts, and apply 
themfelves to fuch arts and callings only, as had a natural 
tendency to debauch their manners and enervate their cou- 
rage, they became by degrees a moft voluptuous and effemi- 
nate race, unfit for a&ion, and intirely given up to idlenefs, 
pleafures and diverfions. 

The foil of this country, by reafon of the many rivers Tie /oil. 
that watered it, was exceeding fruitful; it abounded in all 
forts of grain, and is celebrated for its exquifite wines. It 
was enriched with feveral mines, whence Crcefus is faid to 
have drawn his immenfe wealth. 

As to the religion of the Lydians, it feems to have been Religion. 
much the fame with that of the Phrygians, which we have 
already fpoke of 5 they worfhipped Diana* Jupiter and Cy- 
bele at Magnefta under the name of Sipylene ; for in the al- 
liance concluded between thofe of Smyrna and Magnefta on 
the Meeander in favour of king Seleucus Callinicus, both par- 

(Y) The Lydians, not long after they were conquered by Cyrus, 
rebelled at the in ligation of one Paftyas a Lydian, whom Cyrus 
had trufted with the gold which he had found in the treafury of 
Crcefus at Sardts. With this gold Pailyas putting to fea engaged 
the maritime powers to join him, and having raifed a confiderable 
• army of mercenaries, marched to Sardts f where he beficged Taba- 
/us 9 whom Cyrus had appointed governor of that city. News of 
this revolt being brought to Cyrus, as he was leading his army a* 
gainft the Babylonians, Baclrians, and Egyptians, he refolved to 
inarch back into Lydia, fell all the Lydians for flares, and at one* 
put an end to that unhappy nation. This refolution he imparted 
to king Crcefus at that time his prifoner, who, fearing the utter 
ruin of his country, earneftly entreated him to forgive the Lydians, 
and wreak his juft anger on Patlyas alone by whom they had been 
feduced, advifing him at the fame time, in order to prevent any 
future rebellion, to forbid the Lydians the ufe of arms, to encou- 
rage luxury and debauchery among them, to which they were na- 
turally inclined, and to caufe their children to be brought up to 
fuch callings only, as were moft capable of debauching their minds, 
and inclining them to idlenefs. This advice wag followed by Cy- 
rus, and in a fhort time the Lydians became the moil lewd and de- 
bauched nation under the fun (31). 



(31) Herodot. lib. i 
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ties fvrore, as appears from the Arundelian marbles, by the 
goddefs Sipylene. She borrowed this name from mount $/- 
pylus, or perhaps from a town of the fame name, which, 
as Strabo informs us h , was ruined by an earthquake in the 
reign of Tantalus. In the fame city of Magnejia flood a 
temple of Diana Leucophryna, no ways inferior to the fo 
much celebrated temple of Diana Ephefiana. 
The man- The cuftoms of the Lydians were, as Herodotus informs 
ners, cuf- us*, much the fame with thofe of the Greeks, except that 
torn/, &c. they ufed to proftitute their daughters ; for the young women 
9/ the Ly- among them had no other fortune but what they earned by 
dians. proftitution ; after they had by this means acquired a competent 

dowry, they were allowed to marry whoever they pleafed. 
They punifhed idlenefs as a crime, and inured their children 
from their very infancy to hardftiipa. Their arms were not 
bows and arrows, as fome have pretended to argue from Je- 
remiah but long fpears, fuch as were antiently ufed by the 
horfe ; and in horfemanftiip, if Herodotus is to be credited ! , 
the Lydians far excelled all other nations. They were the 
firft that introduced the art of coining gold and filver to faci- 
litate trade; the firft that fold by retail, that kept eating-hou- 
fes and taverns, that invented public fports and fhews, which 
were therefore called Ludi by the Romans, who borrowed 
them of the Tufcans, defcended, as we fhall fee anon, from 
the Lydians. Herodotus informs us m , on what occafion they 
invented thofe public and feveral other private diverfions. Du- 
ring the reign of Atys the fon of Manes, a great fcarcity of 
provisions prevailed all over the kingdom of Lydia, which 
the inhabitants endured for feveral years with an aftonifliing 
patience. But as the evil continued, in order to divert their 
minds from the confideration of their unhappy condition, 
they applied themfelves to all manner of diverfion, and fome 
inventing one game, others another, they gradually introduced 
dice, balls, and fuch other diverfions as were in antient times 
ufed among the Greets, chefs only excepted, whereof the 
Lydians, as we are told by Herodotus, do not challenge the 
invention. Having thus contrived various kinds of diverfions, 
they ufed to play one whole day without intermiflion, eating 
and drinking the next day without amufing themfelves with 
any kind of games. After they had continued thus alternate- 
ly fading and fcafting, as the fcarcity of their provifions 
could well allow, finding that their calamities increafed rather 
than abated, the king divided the whole nation into two bodies, 

h Strad. I. i. p. 38. 1 Hbrorot. I. i. k Jcrem. 

xlvi. 9. J Hekobot. ubi fupra; "Hbkodot. ubi fupra. 
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commanding them to determine by lot, which of the two 
fhould remain at home, and which go abroad in queft of new 
feats, fince their native country could not aftbrd wherewithal 
to maintain them at home. The king appointed his ion Tyr- 
rhenus to command thofe who fhould be obliged to remove, 
he himfelf remainingito reign over thofe who fliould have the 
fortune to ftay. Thofe who by lot were conft rained to aban- 
don their country marched to Smyrna, where they equipped 
a fmall fleet, and putting to fea, after many adventures, ar- 
rived in that part of Italy which was then called Umbria, and 
now Tufcany. Here they changed their name, and were no 
longer called Lydians, but Tyrrhenians from their leader 
Tyrrhenus. 

The trade of the antient Lydians is no where mentioned j c 
but we may fuppofe it to have been very confiderable, efpeci- mmrce ' 
ally under the latter kings, when Lydia was in the meridian 
of its glory ; whofoever confiders the fplendor of this monar- 
chy, and commodious fituation of the country, cannot doubt, but 
commerce muft here have flourifhed to a very eminent decree. 
To this we may add the immenfe riches not only of the Ly- 
dian princes, but of feveral private perfons. Herodotus n 
mentions one, by name Pythius, who not only entertained 
Xerxes and all his army, while he was marching with innumera- 
ble forces to invade Greece ; but made him a proffer of two 
thoufand talents of filver, and three millions, nine hundred, 
ninety three thoufand pieces of gold bearing the ftamp of Da- 
rius, wherewithal to defray the charges of that war. The 
fame Pythius had prefentcd Darius, father to Xerxes, with 
a plane-tree and vine of maflive gold, and was reckoned, 

"ie kings of Perjia, the richeft man in the then known 



world . 



SECT. II. 

The reigns of the kings (j/Lydia, 



T 



HE firft king of Lydia we find mentioned in hiftory M a f nes 
is Mafnes, or Manes, as Herodotus call him. He is 
faid to have been the fon of the earth, which in the 



language of the anticnts denotes him to have been of a mean 
extraction. Heraclidcs mentions an anonymous king of Ly- 
dia, who, from the abjedt condition of a journeyman or ilavc 
•to a cartwright living at Cyme, was railed to the thione of 



" IIhuodot. lib. vii. 
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Lydia. The fame author adds, that as the Lydians were dif- 
burfing the money for his ranfom, a citizen of Cyme, for whom 
theflave was at that time making a cart, infifted on his finifh- 
ing what he had in hand before he was fet at liberty, protefting, 
that he valued more the glory of having a cart made by the 
king of Lydia, than all the gold they could offer him. This 
fortunate flave may have been Mafnes, fince he in regard of 
his mean defcent is called by the antients fon of the earth. 
Heraclides does not tell us what induced the Lydians to place 
a flave on the throne ; but we may fuppofe this to have been 
brought about by the advice of fome oracle, as it happened 
in the cafe of Gordins king of Phrygia \ for Heraclides informs 
us, that the Lydians chofe a flave for their king, in hopes of 
being refcued by his means from the oppreflions they groaned 
under. 

Cotys. Mafnes was fucceded by his fon Cotys, and Cotys by his fon 
Atys. Atys, in whofe reigns, as the country was overftocked with 

inhabitants, the great famine, which we have mentioned a- 
bove, reigned for the fpace of 18 years, and obliged the king 
to divide his fubje&s, keeping one half of them at home, 
and fending the other abroad in queft of new fettlements, un- 
der the condudt of his younger fon Tyrrhenus. 
Lydus. Atys was fucceeded by his fon Lydus, from whom the coun- 
try had the name of Lydia, having been called to that time 
Maonia. 

Alcymus. Alcymus appears next : It is uncertain whom he fucceeded : 

He is represented as an excellent prince, and is feid to have 
had nothing fo much at heart, as the welfare of his fubjefts ; 
whence in the feventh year of his reign the whole nation met, 
as Suidas informs us, to offer up prayers and facrifices for his 
health and profperity. Stephanus calls him Alciamus, and adds, 
that in his time the city of AJcalon was built by Afcalus, fon 
of Hy?nendus~ and brother to Tantalus, who conduced an 
army of Lydians into Syria. 

Adryme-* Adrymetes or Adramytis is mentioned by Atben&us, and faid 

tes. to have been the firft that employed women in fuch miniftries 

as other kings had done eunuchs. 

Camble- Cambletes, Camblitas, or Cambles, a debauched prince, 



tes. 



afterwards 



laying violent hands on himfelf. Athenaus fays, that he was 
fo ravenous as to devour his wife in his fleep, and that finding 
her hand in his mouth next morning, he was fo grieved and 
afhamed of what he had done, that he put himfelf to death. 
Tmolufl Tmolm put an end to his life by throwing himfelf headlong 

from a precipice, being driven thereto, as Plutarch acquaints 

t us, 



Chap. 15. STA* Uijtory of the Lydians. 409 

us n , by Diana for ravifhing one of her followers, by name 

Arrhlpe. 

• Tieoclymenus fucceeded his father Tmolus, of whom we find Tfaeocly- 
nothing in hiftory, but that lie buried his father on mount menu*. 
Tmolus* which from him had its name. 



After Th tody menus Marfyas reigned, who, on what Marfyas. 
occafion we know not, coming into Italy? built there, as Ave 
are told by Solbius °, the city of Archippena. 

Jar Janes fucceeded Marfyas? and in his reign all manner j art ] aiies% 
of Icwdnefs prevailed in the kingdom of Lydia to fuch a de- 
gree, that Omphale? the king's only daughter, could not rind 
ihelter even within the walls of the royal palace again ft the 
infults of the licentious multitude, the moll infamous Jufls 
receiving a kind of fanction from the example of the prince. 

Otf the death of Jardancs his daughter Ompbtile was by the Oaiphale, 
unanimous votes of the nobles placed on the throne. She 
punifhed with great fevericy thofe by whom flie had been abu- 
fed in her father's iife-timc, and by caufing the ilaves all over 
the kingdom to be fhut up with their mi It relies, exrended her 
revenge to the whole nation. But in the mean time falling 
in love with Hercules fhe gave hcrfelf entirely up to him, 
and had by him a fon named Alcana 

Omphale was fucceeded by her fon A leans? according to AIcscus. 
fome authors, who will have him to have been the fir ft king of 
Lydia of the race of Hercules. 

After Alceeus reigned Be/us, and after Belus his fon A7- Ninus. 
nus? of whom we know nothing but their bare names. 

Argon fucceeded his father Ninus? and is faid to have tranf- ^ r S 011, 
ferred the royal feat to Sardis. Herodotus will have Argon to 
have been the firft of the defendants of Her culm that reign- 
ed in Lydia. 

Argon was fucceeded by his fon Leon? Leon by Adryfus? who Leon.cV. 
reigned thirty fix years ; Adryfus by Alya'les who reigned 
fourteen; and Alyaclesby Meles? who reigned twelve. 

Candaules the fon of Afyrjus was the laft king of this fe- Candmi'es 
cond race, and loft by his imprudence both his life and king- Year of 



dom. The fact is thus related by Herodotus P ; He had a the Flood, 
wife whom he paflionatcly loved, and believed the mo ft beautiful 226.1 - 
of her fex. He extolled her chainis above meafure to Cvm's? Year be- 
his favourite, whom he uled to cntrutt with hi:, moft impoiunt f° r " Clisnt 
affairs; and, the more to convince him of her beauty, rc lot- T )< ^ 
ved to ihew her to him quite naked \ and accordingly pi vel ' 
him in the porch of her chamber, where the queen 11 fed to 

" Plutarch, de fluviis. 0 Sol in us, lib. vii. lllfiao- 
»ot. x. I. i. 

Vol. V. F f f undrcfa 
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undrefs when fhe went to bed, ordering him to retire after fee- 
ing her, and take all poffible care not to be obferved. But 
notwithftanding all the caution he could ufe, fhe plainly dif- 
covered him going out, and though fhe did not doubt but it 
was her hufband's contrivance, yet flie pafled that night in a 
feeming tranquility, fuppreffing her refentment to the next 
*ning, when flic fent for Gyges, and refolutely told him, 
tn.it he muft either with his death atone for the criminal aftion 
lie was guilty of, or put to death Candaules the contiver of it ? 
and receive both her and the kingdom of Lydia for his reward. 
Gyges at fifft earneftly begged of her, that ilie would not drive 
him to the nec^ffity of fuch a choice. But finding that he could 
not prevail with her, and that he mufl: either kili his matter, 
or die himfclf, hechofe the former, and being led by the queen 
to the fame place, where herhufband had placed him the night 
before, he dabbed the king while he was afleep, and at the 
lame time married the queen, and took poffeffion of the king- 
dom, in which he wa5 confirmed by the anfwer of the Delphic 
oracle. For the Lydians having taken up arms to revenge the 
death of their prince, an agreement was made between them 
and the followers of Gyges, that if the oracle fhould declare 
him to be the lawful king of Lydia, he fhould be permitted to 
feign ; if n.)t, he fhould refign the crown to the Heraclidte. 
the anfwer of the oracle proved favourable to Gyges, where- 
upon he was uni verfally acknowledged for lawful king of Lydia m 
Candaules is faid r to have purchafed a picture, done by one 
Bularchas, and rcprefenting a battle of the Magnetes, for its 
weight in gold, which fhews how early the art of painting be- 
gan to be in requefl, for Candaules was contemporary with 
Romulus. 

Gyges. Gyges, having thus pofleffed himfclf of the kingdom of Lydia, 

\ e *Y d man ) 7 r ' c ' 1 anc * va ' ua b' c P rc 'f enc s to the oracle of Delphi, a- 
100 ' mong the others fix cups of gold weighing thirty talents, and 
Year be S lcat 'y efleemcd for the workmanfhip. He made war on thofe 
fore drift °^ &liletu> and Smyrna, took the city of Colophon, and fubdued 
7 1 3. t ' lc whole country of Trous. In his reign, and by his permiflion, 
{yysj the city of Abydos was built by the Alilefians. Plutarch and 

other writers relate his acccfiion to the crown of Lydia in a 



quite different manner, and tell us, without making any 
mention of the queen, that Gyges rebelled againft Candaules 
and ilew him in an engagement. As to his fabulous ring men- 
tions! by Plato f , and Tally l , we refer the reader to Tzctzes, 

■ 

4 

1 Plin. lib. xxxv. c. viii. f Piato dc rep. 1. xu &x. c Cic. 

lib. iii. dc olf. 
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Suidas, Pbilq/lratusy &c- Gyges reigned thirty eight years, and 
was fucceeded by his Ton Ardyes. 

Ardyes or Ardys carried on the war again ft the Mihfians 
which his father had begun, and poflefled himfelf of Priene^ 
in thofe days a ftrong city. In tiie reign of this prince the 
Cimmerians invaded and over-ran ail AJia Minor ; but what 
battles were fought between the Lydians and thefe invaders, 
and with what fuccefs, we find no where mentioned. Hero- 
dotus only informs us u , that in the time of Ardyes they pof- 
felTed thernfelves of Sardis the metropolis of Lydia, but could 



never win the caftie. Ardyes reigned forty nine years, and v/as 
fucceeded by his fon 



Sa lyattes. 



Sadyattes, who reigned twelve years, and warred moll part 
of his reign with the Milcftans. Alyattes. 

After him came his fon Alyattcs^ who for the fpace of \ Cd L * 
fix years waged a bloody war with Cyaxares Icing of the Msdcs. 00 * 

The occafion of this war is thus related by Herodotus. Ccr- year be 
tain Scythians being driven out of their country on occaiion f chrtil 
of a fedition that happened among them, they retired into ^ 1Qt 
Media, where Cyaxares received them with great humanity, 
and, as he entertained a good opinion of them, committed to 




their care divers youths to be inftru&ed in the ufeof the bow, 
and in the Scythian tongue. The ft rangers were great fportf- 
men, and ufed daily to fupply the king's table with game, 
which they drefled after their own manner. But returning 
one day empty, Cyaxares, as he was of a violent temper, trea- 
ted them with moft opprobrious language, which the Scythians 
refenting, agreed among themfelves to kill one of the youths 
committed to their care, and ferve his flefh up to the king's 
table drefled like venifon. This they effected and then made 
their efcape into Lydia, where they were kindly entertained 
by Alyattes, which, according to Herodotus, gave occafion to 
a war that lafted fix years, Cyaxares demanding the Scythims^ 
and Alyattes refufing to deliver them up. Thu war v/as car- 
ried on with various fuccefs, the Medes fometimes defeating 
the Lydians and the Lydians fometimes the Medes, l\\ the 
fixth year, while both armies were engaged, the day was ail 
on a fudden turned into night (Zj, which fo frightened both 
the Lydians and Medes, that they gave over lighting, and 
fhewed a ftrong inclination to make up their differences in an 
amicable manned, which was done accordingly by the median- 

u HiiRODOT. ubi fupra. 

(Z) The total eclipfe fell upon the 28th of May % and had been 
foretold by Tbales the Milelian fome years before. 

F f 3 Ott 
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on of Syenncfis king of Ciiicia and Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon, The peace was ra tilled by a marriage between Ary^ 
enisxhz, daughter of Alyaittcs and Ajhages the Ion of Cyaxares 
(A). A peace being thus concluded between the Lydians 
and Medes, AlyaUes employed all his forces againft the Scy- 
thians , and, after a war, which lafted fcvcral years, had the 
good luck to rid his kingdom of fo troublefome guefts. He 
was attended with the like fuccefs in the war he undertook 
againft the Smyrncans^ whom he worffed in feveral battles, 
and at Jail made himfclf maftcr of their capital and whole coun- 
try, fie continued for the fpace of five years the war, which 
his father kid begun n gain ft the Mikfians, ravaging their coun- 
try, and about harveft time carrying away yearly all their corn, 
in order to oblige them for want of provifions to furrendcr 
their city, which lie knew he could net reduce any other way, 
the Mikfians being at that time m afters of the fea. In the 
1 2th year of this war the Lydians having fct fire to the corn 
in the fields, the flames were carried by a violent wind, which 
happened to blow at the time, to the temple of Minerva at 
AJJ'efus, which was burnt down to the ground. Not long af- 
ter AJyattcs falling fick fent to confult the oracle at Del- 
phi, which refuted to return any anfwer, till fuch time as 
the king fhoukl rcbuTd the temple of Mir.crva at AJ/cfus. 
Hereupon AlyaUes difpatched amhuiladors to Miletus, enjoi li- 
ning them to conclude a truce with the Milefeans till the tem- 
ple ihould be rebuilt. On the arrival of the ambafTadors Thra- 
j] Lulus, then king of Miletus, commanded all the corn that 
was at that time in the city to be brought into the market- 
place, and the citizens to banquet in public and revel, as if the 
city were plentifully ftoied with all manner of provifions. This 
7 '/t.v/v /•;«/;.•; did tv) the end, tnat the ambafladors, feeing fuch 

cuar.tuL"" of coin, and the people every- where diverting them- 
fcl'.cs, n.Lht acquaint their matter therewithal, and divert 

f A) The account which Herodotus gives us of the caufe of this 
wir f'-ems to k me wrirers highly improbable. And truly it is not 
verv lil clv, th.i: the y>o-t J uctnt filling out amonr* themfelves fhould 
]• ir h;,d iCwC-urfe ro ti:lwc of t hefe kings, whole countries the 
V.-?':/ h.ui o\ vr run, and oftentimes plundered. They had chief- 
ly rrn.ori to liiPruii C,aza*Ys 9 for the treachery he had lhewn in maf« 
ii-ciiiT; fu-.h of their Cuuntrv-mni as had fettled in hia dominions. 
C:!-ei: rrc of ^piiicn, i.j.it Al-altcs , bein<; jealous of the too 
«•:"■:»! p.'-.'.er r,f C\r.wins (.v ho had (eued, after the con que It of JV7- 

tin? r»- \ vm be!o..''i.ij to the A/flAans as far as to the river 
JL:'W' t ^ n.cn J into an a.Ji..iii:e With the Scythians againft the Medes 
fi; e : i u :h.' \.\n- vv.u carried t:i with die joint foicea of the Lydians 



him 
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him from purfuing the war. As Thrafybulus had defigned, fo 
it happened ; for Alyattes^ who believed the Milefians greatly 
diftreffed for provifions, receiving a quite different account 
from his ambafladors, changed the truce into a lafting peace, 
and ever afterwards lived in amity and friendfhip with Tbrafy- 
frulus and the Milefians, Alyattes had two fons, Cr or Jits by a 
Carian, and Pant ale on by an Ionian. C reef us fucc ceded his 
father after he had reigned fifty feven years. 

Crcefus, fucceeding his father at the age of thirty five years, Crofts, 
enlarged his dominions fo as to be no ways inferior to any Year or' 
prince of that age, though there were in his time three very nw fl jod, 
powerful monarchies, viz. of Media of Babylon, and of E • 
gypt. Crcefus was the firft that made war on the Epheftans, Before 
whofe city he befieged and took, notwithstanding their ccnfl- 
crating it to Diana, and faftcning the walls by a rope to her ^ 
temple, which was feven ftades diftant from the city. After 
the reduction of Ephefus he attacked under various pretences 
the hnians and JEolians^ obliging them, and all the other 
Greek ftates of Afia, to pay him a yearly tribute. He alfo 
formed a defign of equipping a fleet to attack the inhabitants 
of the iflands, but was diverted from this thought by Bias of 
Priene, or, as others fay, by Pittacus of Mitylenc (B). Not 
long after he fubdued the Phrygians, Myfians, Afaryandini, 
CbalybcSy Paphlagon : ans, Thracians, Thy mans, Eithyvians^ 
CarianSj Dorians, Moliam^P amply Hans, and all the nations 
that lay between Lydia and the river Halys. Athenians out 
of Berofus mentions a fignal victory of his over the Sactcans a 
Scythian nation, in memory whereof the Babylonia a Ids allies 
yearly celebrated a feaft, which they called Saceea. Crcrfus 
having by thefe victories acquired great fame and renown, 
many wife men of that age went to Sardis on purpofe to fjc 
him, and among others Scion, who, after pubiiihin^ his Lws 
at Athens, had abfented himfelf from his countiy under pje- 
tence of travelling for the fpacc of ten rears, that he mitiht 
not be obliged to repeal any of the conftitutions which he L.J 

(B) Bias arriving at Sardis from Greece told Cra*fus y inquiring 
what news he brought from thence, that the iflanders .had bought 
ten thoufand horfes with a defign to attack him by la id, which 
Crafus believing thanked the gods for infpiring th-'in with fuch a 
rciblution, as knowing, that the main llrengih of his army coniift- 
cd in cavalry. Then Bins acquainted him, that the iflmderr. had 
no fuch defign, but were no lefs pleafed in hearing that he dcfigned 
to attack them by fea, than he was at the new.-, of their preparing 
to attack him by land. Whereupon Crtefits % bci ;g fu.ly apnrih'd 
of the rafhneh of his defign, aid it afLle, and concluded an alii- 

ancc wicu ail the Q recks that inhabited the .flandj. 

cftabiiihcd $ 



414 T&e Hijiory of the Lydians.' Book I. 

cftablifhed ; for the Athenians could make no alteration of 
themfelves, the citizens having taken a folemn oath to obferve 
his laws for the fpace of ten years. Being arrived at Sardis he 
was with great humanity entertained by Crcefus in his own 
palace, and a few days after his arrival carried to fee the 
wealth and magnificence of his treafury, which when he had 
feen, Crcefus afked him who was the happieft man he had ever 
known, believing, that he would give, without any heuta- 
tion, the preference to himfelf. But Solon, as he was an 
enemy to all manner of flattery, and refolved on all occafi- 
ons to fpeak the plain truth, anfwered, that Tellus the Athe- 
nian was the happieft man he had ever feen (C). Crcefus a- 
gain afked him who was the happieft man after Tellus, not 
doubting but he wouid name him at leaft in the fecond place, 
iut was again difappointed, the philofopher adjudging the fe- 
cond place to Cleobis and Biton two Argives (D). Crcefus 
ihewing himfelf highly diflatisfied with Solon, for preferring 
the condition of private men to that of fo rich and powerful 
a prince as he, the philofopher informed him, that it was 
impoffible to judge of the happinefs of any man before death, 
and that all things ought to be meafured by their end. Where- 

(C) Tellus was an Athenian, had many virtuous children who all 
furviveJ him, and, after having enjoyed all the happinefs which 
the condition of mortals is capable of, ended his. life in a moll: glo- 
rious manner. For coming to the affiftance of his countrymen in 
a battle fought at Eleujis againft the neighbouring people, he put 
the enemy to flight, and died in the field of vittory. He was 
buritd by the Athenians at the expence of the public in the place 
where he fell, and yearly honours were paid to his memory. 

( D Thcfe two Greeks proved vi&orious in the Olympic games 
and all other public fports. Their mother was a prieftefs of Juno, 
who being one day obliged to go to the temple, whither (he ought 
to have been carried in a chariot drawn by a yoke of oxen, her 
ions, feeing that the oxen were not brought from the field at the 
time appointed, yoked themfelves, and drew the chariot the fpace 
of forty five furlongs. This aclion was greatly extolled by all 
the people that were aflembied at the temple, and rheir mother, 
transported with joy in feeing her fons fo much honoured by the 
whole nation, begged of the goddefs, that fhe would reward her 
children with wii.u fhe thought would prove moll advantageous to 
them. Having put up this peticion, and after offering the ufual 
facrificcs banquettcd, and with her fons, they both fell afleep and 
died in the temple. Upon whirh the Arglans, in commemorati- 
on of their piety, caufeJ their ilatues to be made and dedicated at 

Drfphi ( 3 i J . 
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upon he was difmifled by Crcefus as a man of no experience. 

Not long after the departure of Solon, Crcefus loft his favou- 
rite fon Atys, who was unfortunately killed at the chace of a 
wild boar by Adrajlus, fon of Gordius and grandfon of Mydas 
ting of Phrygla y who had fled to Sardis for refuge. This 
lofs was no fmall allay to his happinefs, for he continued dif- 
confolate the fpace of two whole years and in a ftate of inac- 
tion, till the conquefts of Cyrus and growing power of the 
Perfians roufed up his martial fpirit, and diverted his mind 
to other thoughts. He apprehended, that the good fuccefs, 
which attended Cyrus in all his undertakings, might at laft 
prove dangerous to himfelf, and therefore refolved to put a 
jftop, if poffible, to his conquefts. X° this end he confulted 
all the oracles of any fame either in Greece or Afric (E), he 

ftrengthened 

(E) We are told by Herodotus, that Crcefus fent ambaffador* 
to the oracles of Delphi, of Abt 9 of Phocis, of Jmphiaraus, of 
Trophonius, of Branch's, and of Jupiter A?nmon, enjoining them to 
propofe, each to the oracle he was to confult, and all on the fame 
day, the following queftion ; What is Crcefus the fon of AI y at tea 
king of Lydia now doing ? What anfwer the other oracles returned 
we find no where mentioned ; but that of Delphi, asj Herodotus in- 
forms u% anfwered thus : I know the number of the f and s of Libya 
the meafure of the ocean, the fecrets of the Jilent and dumb lie open to 
me. I fmell the odour of a lamb and tortoife boiling, together in a bra- 
zen cauldron ; brafs is under, and brafs above the fltfh. Craefus hear- 
ing this anfvver adored the god of Delphi, and owned, that the 
oracle had fpoke truth ; for on the fame day that his ambafladors 
coniulted the oracle, he was employed in boiling together a lamb 
and a tortoife in a cauldron of brafs, which had a cover of the fame 
metal, thinking it impoflibie, that any, but a god, could know 
what he was doing. Wherefore he immediately offered to the 
Delphic Apollo a facrifice confifting of three thoufand oxen ; and to 
render him more favourable and propitious, he brought out beds 
of gold and filver, vcffels of gold, robes of purple, and other rich 
apparel, and burnt them all together, commanding the Lydians to 
follow his example. On this occafion fo much gold was melted down 
that one hundred and feventeen tiles were made out of it, where- 
of the longclt were fix fpans in length, the ftiorteft three, but all 
one fpan in thiclcnefs. Thcfc, with a golden lion weighing tern 
talents and many other rich prefents, Ocejus fent to the Delphic 
oracle, enjoining; his ambafladors to enquire whether he fhould un- 
dertake a war againlt the Perfians. The oracle returned this an- 
fwer ; //* Gcelus p'ifes the Halys he tvill put an end to a Daft empire ; 
which wus capable of being interpreted cither of Pcrfia or Lydia. 
Cratfus, ii-ui-im; this anlwer, ami not doubting in the leaf*, but that 

ke fliould overturn the Perfim monarchy, fent more prefenu to the 

oracle 
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ftrengthened himfelf with alliances, and, having raifcd what 
forces he could, marched into Cappadocia, then belonging to 
the PcrjianS} before his allies could join him. Here he en- 
camped near the city of Sinope on the Euxine fea, took the 
city of Puna, and laid waftc all the adjacent country. Cy- 
r«j, hearing of the enemy's motions, put himfelf at the 
head of a powerful army, and marching into Cappachcia en- 
camped in fight of the Lydian army. Here after feveral flcir- 
miihes the two armies came at laft to a general engagement, 
wherein many fell on both fides. The night coming on both 
armies parted on equal terms. But Craefus fearing to ven- 
ture a fecond battle, as his forces were not near fo numerous 
as thufe of Cyrus, retired in the night-time, and marched 
witii all poflible expedition to Sardis, where he dilbanded his 
truups, enjoining them to re-affemble at the end of five 
months ; for he ciid not in the leaft apprehend, that Cyrus, 
who had not been able to get the better of him in the field, 
would venture to advance to his capital. Cyrus, finding the 
next morning that the enemy had left the fieid, refolved to 
puriue him to Sardis, and oblige him to venture a fecond 
b.ittle before his allies could join him. This refolution was 
executed with fuch expedition, that Cyrus* at the head of his 
army appeared in the plains of Sardis, before Craefus had any 
intelligence of his defign. The Lydians were ftrangely alarm- 
ed at fo bold an attempt, which they had neither forefeen nor 
expected. The king, however, drawing together what for- 
ces were frill remaining, marched out againft the Perftans, 
by whom, after a fharp engagement, he was put to flight, 
and forced to fhut himfelf up in Sardis, which was foon af- 
ter taken by aflault and Craj'us himfelf made prifoner. In 

oracle, and two (liters of gold to each of the inhabitans of Delphi, 
in confidcration of which the Delphi ans granted Craefus and the 
Lydiam a right toconfult the oracle before any other nation, toge- 
ther with the firlt place in the temple, and the freedom of the city 
forever. Crarfus, having made thefe prefents, fen t a third time to 
confult the oracle, whether he mould long enjoy the kingdom. 
The oracle anfwercd, That hs jhould reign till a mule ruled over the 
Medes % which Craefus deeming im poflible concluded, that he and his 
polterity were to hold the kingdom of Lydia for ever. But the 
oracle, as it was afterwards interpreted, by a mtile meant Cyrus, 
whole parents were of different nations, hh mother being a Mede 
and his father a Perfian. And now Craefus, relying on thei'c fallaci- 
ous amwert, and believing himfelf invincible, marched, without 
waiting for the troop, of his allies, into Cappadoa d, where he wan 
met by Cyrus at the head of a powerful army. 

the 
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the taking of the town Crcefus himfelf had been killed, had Crcefus * 
not his fecond fon, who to that time had been fpeechlefs, taken. 
cried out to the Perjian who was ready to flrike, Spare Grce- Year of 
Jus. Whereupon he was againft his will faved and carried to fl°°d» 
Cyrus, who commanded him to be put in fetters, and placed ?££ 0 " 
on a great pile of wood, with a defign to burn him and foifr-5? .™ 
teen young Lydians in honour of the gods, as a facrifice and n * 



the firft-fruits of his vuSory. Then Crcefus recolle&ing the .^L 



words of Solon, that no man can truly be called happy before 
his death, pronounced thrice that great philofopher's name, 
which Cyrus hearing, and underftanding what induced him to 
invoke Solon, commanded him to be taken down from the 
pile, and ranked among his friends and councellors. Xeno- 
phon tells us, that Cyrus received his royal prifoner with great 
kindnefs and humanity, when he was firft prefented to him, 
without mentioning the treatment which we read of in He- 
rodotus. The firft favour Crcefus begged of the conqueror 
was, that he would give him leave to fend his fetters to the 
oracle of Delphi, as the trophies of the fuccefs which Apollo 
had promifed him. This favour Cyrus willingly granted ; 
but the oracle, or rather the priefb, convinced Crcefus, that 
he and not Apollo was to blame (F). Thus ended the antient 
kingdom of Lydia, continuing fubjeel: to the PerfianstxW they 
alfo were conquered by the Macedonians, as we have feen in 
the foregoing part of this hiltory. 

(F) The oracle anfwered, that the god himfelf could notreverfe the 
decrees of fate, and that Crcefus in the fifth generation fufFered for 
the crime of one, who, at the inftigation of a woman, had murde- 
red his matter, and poflefTed himfelf of a crown which did not be- 
long to him ; and that as to the anfwers of the oracle, he had no 
reafon to complain ; for Apollo only foretold, that by making war 
on the Perfians he would overturn a great monarchy. Had he de- 
fired to be truly informed, continued the oracle, he ought to hate 
fent again to enquire whether his own, or that of Cyrus, was meant 
by the oracle. But if he neither underftood the true meaning of 
the oracle, nor would be at the pains of fuing for a further expla- 
nation, his misfortune and downfal was entirely owing to himfelf. 
Crcefusy hearing this anfwer, acknowledged himfelf to be in the 
wrong ; and cleared, as much as in him lay, the oracle, from all 
fufpicionof fallhood. 

* It may notbeamifs to obferve here, that, the defeat of Crar- 
fus 9 which is above referred to the year before Chrifl: 54.9, is by Sir 
Jfaac Newton placed in the year before Chrift 544, as alfo by the 

authors in the 4th Volume p. 538. 
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Name and 



THE country before us was at firft called Milias or 
Tremile from the Milia? a people of Crete that fet- 
tled there, as Herodotus 1 and Stepbanus inform us, 
and afterwards Lycia from Lycus? the fon of Pandion king of 
Athens, The proper Lycia, as precifely as we can gather* 
lies between the thirty fixth and thirty eighth degrees of north 
latitude. It was bounded by Curia on the weft, by Pam- 
pbylia on the eaft, by Pbrygia Major and part of Pamphylia 
on the north, and by the Mediterranean on the fouth. 
• This country was divided into two parts, the Maritime 
and the Mediterranean? or the coaft and the country. The 
moft remarkable cities on the coaft were Telmejfus or Telmif- 
jus? feared on a noted bay in the weftern limits, whofe in- 
habitants are laid to have been the firft pretenders to the in- 
terpretation of dreams. Patara? fituated on a hill, and for- 
merly celebrated for a temple and oracle of Apollo no ways in- 
ferior to that of Delphi. At Patara Apollo was faid to refide 
the fix winter months, and the fix fummer months at Delos? 
whence the epithets of Pataraus Apollo b and Sortes Lycia c. 
This city was greatly improved and embellifhed by Ptolemaus 
Philadelphia, and called Arfinoe from his wife who bore that 
name, but the former name prevailed. Myra built on a high 
hill about twenty furlongs from the coaft, mentioned in the 
Ajfts d . This city was the metropolis of Lycia when a Ro~ 
man province, and of confequence in the chriftian times an 
archbifhop's fee. Olympus, a famous city with a mountain of 
the fame name. Phafelis? on the borders of Lycia and Pam- 
phylia? and therefore by fome placed in Pamphylia^ by others 
more accurately in Lycia. This city in the time of the' Ro- 
mans was a famous neft of pyrates, but was at laft reduced 
by ServiUns, while Pompcy fcoured the fea with a numerous 
fleet. To the pirates of this town former ages were indebted 
fur thofe fwift vcffels, which the Romans horn the place call- 
ed Phafeli? and we Brigantines. We will not take upon us 

a Herodot. 1. i. & vii. l> Hon at. lib. iii. Carm. ode 4. 
c Viuojl. Aiacid iv. v. 346. d Afts xxvii, 5. 
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to mark out the bounds of the midland Lycia. Strabo rec- 
kons in it the following towns, Pinara, Cragus, at the foot 
of a hill bearing the fame name, Tlos, Simena, &c. Ptole- 
my adds to the Mediterranean part of Lycia two fmall coun- 
tries, viz. Milyas on the weft bordering on Carta, and Ca- 
balia on the eaft bordering on Lycia Proper. But Strabo pla- 
ces Milyas on the borders of Piftdia and Pampbylia. The 
inland part of ZyWa was divided by the river Xantbus, which, 
riling in twofprings from the foot of mount Cadmus, and wafli- 
ing the walls of Xantbus, a city formerly of fome note, dis- 
charges itfelf into the Mediterranean. From" this river the 
people, inhabiting the inland parts of Lycia, were called Xan- 
thians. The chief mountain of this country, and indeed of 
all AJia, is .mount Taurus, which has its beginning in this 
province, and extends eaft ward to the great oriental ocean. 
In Lycia was alfo the famous mountain Chimara which vo- 
mited flames, the bottom whereof was infefted with ferpents, 
the middle parts afforded pafturefor goats, and the top much 
frequented by lions, which gave occafion to the poets to paint 
it as a monfter with the head of a lion, the body of a goat, 
and the tail of a ferpent. This mountain was firft planted 
and rendered habitable by Bellerophon, who is therefore fabled 
by the poets to have killed this monfter. 

The foil of this country is very fruitful, and the air reck- ^ an j 
oned very wholefome. It is plentifully watered with fmall ri- c ^ maUt 
vers running down from mount Taurus, which often fwell 
to an immoderate degree, and overflow the country, being 
increafed by the melting of thefnows on that mountain, or 
by heavy rains. 

As to the origin of the Lycians, Herodotus and ethers e Their ori~ 
inform us, that they were defcended from the Cretans ; gin. 
Sarpedon, being driven out of the ifland by his brother 
Minos, and landing in AJia with thofe Cretans who 
had fided with him, fettled in Milyas, and there founded a 
new kingdom, after having conquered and driven out the an- 
tient proprietors, whom Herodotus calls Milyans and Solyni. 
During the reign of SarpcJon they continued to be called Cre- 
tans, but after his death took the name of Lycians from /.y- 
cus, the fori of Pandion king of Athens, who being; forced hy 
his brother JEgens to quit his native country, had fled to Sar- 
pedon. Hence the poets, and with them Strabo, feem to cm- 
found the Lycians with the Carians, who were undoubtedly 
defcended Jrom the Cretans, lint Diodorus Statins i % and 
Plato B before him, counts the Lycians among the Greet na- 

c HfiKonoT, lib. ISc vii Strab. lib. xii & xiv. Pausanias hb. 

ri f Djodor. Sicui. I." v. c. 16. p Plato in Minoc. 
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tions of Afia, as being defcended from the Jrgivi. But not 
to dwell on fuch uncertainties, the Lycians were once a very 
powerful and warlike people, confidering the fmallnefs of 
their country. They had, according to Strabo h , three and 
twenty according to Pliny 1 fix and thirty, large and populous 
towns, were experienced mariners, and extended their pow- 
er on the feas as far as Italy. 
Their man- The Lycians are highly commended by the ancient writers 
ners, go- for their fobriety, and manner of adminiftringjuftice. They 
wrnment, h a( j j n latter ages twenty three confiderable cities, each of 

which fent their deputies to a general aflembly or diet, the 
great cities three, the lefler two, and the leaft one only. In this 
aflembly all matters of confequence were canvafled, and de- 
termined by the majority of votes. They chofe in the firft 
place the prefident of the council, and after him the civil and 
military officers of each city. Here they adminiftred juftice, 
fettled all private differences, declared war, made peace, con- 
cluded alliances, &c. Whence we may conclude, that their 
government, at leaft in latter times, either was not monar- 
chical, or their monarchs no ways abfolute. This form of 
government they maintained even under the Romans, as Strabo 
informs us k , but with this difference, that theconfentof the 
Roman governor, and, in matters of moment, of the fenate, 
was requifite for the validity of fuch a£ls and decrees as had 
palled in their aflembly. Their government was at firft mo- 
narchical, and the country parcelled out into feveral petty 
kingdoms; for we read of the families of Bellerophon, Sarpe- 
don, LycuSy Te/ephus, and Pandarus reigning in Lycia at one 
and the fame time \ if we will not rather fuppofe the govern- 
ment to have been ariftocratical, and thefe families to have 
bore the greateft fway in the adminiftration. But be that as 
it will, in procefs of time all Lycia became fubjeft to one prince ; 
for Herodotus, in enumerating the princes that contributed 
towards the equipping and arming of Xerxes's fleet, mentions 
but one king of Lycia ^ by name Cybernifcus* This nation, 
as moft of the other nations of Jfia, was firft fubdued by 
Crcefus or the Lydians^ and after the downfal of the Ly- 
dian kingdom by Cyrus. The courage, refolution, and 
intrepidity, with which the Lycians of Xanthns oppofed Har- 
pagus the Perfian general, deferves particular notice. For 
inftead of tamely fubmitting, like their neighbours, to the 
Per/tan yoke, they attacked with a handful of men Harpa- 
gus's numerous army, and fought with incredible bravery, 
though uiider all the difadvantages imaginable. But being over- 

* Strad. 1. xiv. 'Pi- in. \ v. c. 27. * SrRAB. 1. xiv, 
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powered with numbers, and forced to retire into their city, 
they firft fet fire to the caftle, where they had fiiut up their 
wives, children, flaves, and all their riches ; and then, en- 
gaging themfelves by a folemn oath to, die together, returned 
to the field of battle, renewed the fight, and were all killed 
to a man. The Lycians continued to be governed by their 
own kings even after they were fubdued by the Perjtans y 
out paid an annual tribute to the king of Perfia. They fell 
with the Perjians under the power of the Macedonians, and 
after the death of Alexander were governed by the Seleucida* 
Of thefe.^ftf tiochus the Great being confined by the Romans 
beyond mount Taurus, Lycia was granted to the Rhodians ; 
but thefe difobliging the Romans in the war with Perjeus, 
Lycia was declared a free country, and continued to be fo till 
the reign of Claudius, who, provoked at their inteftine diflen- 
fions, reduced their country into the form of a province. 

Their cuftoms were much the fame with thofe of the 
Cretans and Carians, of whom we fhall have occafion to fpeak 
hereafter. But they had one cuftom peculiar to* themfelves ; 
for they took their names not from their fathers, but from 
their mothers, fo that if any one was afked, who he was, or 
of what family, he had recourfe to the female line. Befides, 
if a free-born woman married a Have, her children enjoyed 
all the privileges of citizens 5 but, on the contrary, if a man 
of ever fo great a family married a flave, their children were 
incapable of enjoying any honours or bearing any public em- 
ployment 1 . As to their trade and navigation, we are 
quite in the dark. Their religion was the fame with that of 
the inhabitants of Crete, which we lhall have occafion to de- 
fcribe when we treat of the Greek i (lands. 

The fucceffion of the kings of Lycia and the years of their 
_refpe&ive reigns are overcaft with fuch a milt, and inter- kingt.) 
rupted with fo many chafms, that it is not poffible to give 
any tolerable account of them. We find mention of but 
three kings- of all Lycia that we arc fure of. 

Amijodarus, who is fabled to have nourifhed the monfter 
Chimara, 

Jobates, who married his daughter Sthenohcca, or, as o- 
thers call her, Antaa, to Pr actus king of the /lr gives* He 
is (aid to have undertaken an expedition again ft the Tynn- 
thians in favour of his fon-in-law, and to have fubdued them. 
His daughter Sthenobcsa falling in love with Bellerophontei, the 
fon of Glaucus king of Epbyra, and having folicited him in 
rain to comply with her unchaftc defires, complained to her 

1 Hjaodot. lib. i. 
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hufband as if fhe had been folicited by him. Whereupon 
Prastus, being unwilling to violate the laws of hofpitality by 
putting a ftranger to death in his own kingdom, fent him in- 
to Lycia with letters to Jobates his father-in-law, requefting 
him to revenge the affront offered his daughter by the death 
of the bearer. Jobates, thinking it a bafe thing to imbrue 
his hands in the blood of a ftranger, fent him with a fmall 
body of troops againft the Solymi, a warlike and barbarous 
people, in hopes he ftiould there find his doom. . But Belle- 
ropbon returned from this and many other dangerous expedi- 
tions, which he was put upon, not only fafe, but victorious; 
whereupon Jobates, being reconciled to him and difcovering 
the calumny, gave him his other daughter in marriage, and 
with her part of his kingdom. 

Many years after reigned Cybernifcusj who was one of 
Xerxes' s admirals in his expedition againft Greece ,n . And 
this is all we find upon record concerning the antient kings of 
Lycia. 

The Hijtory of the antient Cilicians. 

Name and ^ LI CI A, according to the Greek writers, borrowed 

divi/ions. \ ' ts name hom Cilix, the fon of Agenor and brother 

^ of Cadmus, who is faid by them to have fettled in this 
country, as we have obferved elfewhere n . Jofephus o tells 
us, that it was antiently called Tarfis from Tarjhijh the fon 
of Javan, who firft peopled this part of Afta p ; and of the 
fame opinion are Stephanas % Zonaras r , and Hierom r ; but 
the latter by Tarjhijh in fcripture fometimes underftands Car- 
thage 1 , fometimes a province in India*, and fometimes the 
fla*. Bcchart x derives the name of Cilicia from the Phoe- 
nician word Chatttkim or Ehallukim fignifying a jione, that 
part of Cilicia, which the Greeks called Cilicia Trachaa, 
being very ftony, and to this day called by the Turks Tas 
JVikicth, that is, the Jlony province. 

Cilicia properly fo called, lies between the 36th and 40th 
degrees of north latitude, and is bounded by Syria on the 
caff, or rather by mount Amanus which feparates it from 
that kingdom, by Pamphylia on the weft, by Ifauria, Cap- 
padocia, and Armenia Minor on the north, and by the Me- 

m Herod. I. vii. ■ Vol. IT. p. 330. 0 Joseph. Antiq. I. i. c, 7. 
p See Vol. I. p. 372. 1 Steph. verbo Tapo$ 1 Zonar. 
torn. i. t' HihKONYM. in qua: ft. Hebraic. 1 Idem, in 

cap. 23. Efa. u Idem, ad Marcel). w Idem, in cap. 

io. Efa. * Boc hart. Phal. L i. c 5. 

dilerranean 
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diterranean on the fouth. It is now called Caramania, hav- 
ing been the laft province of the Caramanlan kingdom that 
held out againft the Ottoman race. This province is fo fur- 
rounded by fteep and craggy mountains, chiefly the Taurus 
and Amanus, that it may be defended by a handful of refo- 
lute men againft a whole army how numerous foever, there 
being but three narrow pafles leading into it, commonly cal- 
led Pila Cilicia or the gates of Cilicia^ one on the fide of 
Cappadocia called the pafs of mount Taurus, and the other 
two, called the pafs of mount Amanus, and the pafs of Syria, 
leading from Syria. The Perjian army marched through the 
ftraits of mount Amanus, while that of Alexander was en- 
camped at IJfus not far from the ftraits of Syria, which lie 
more to the fouth, and were guarded by a body of Macedo- 
nians under the command of Parmenio ; the ftraits of mount 
Taurus Alexander had pafled in entering Cilicia, the Perfians 
who guarded that important pafs having retired at the ap- 
proach of the Macedonians. 

The whole country was divided by the antients into CM- Cities of 
da Afpera and Cilicia Campejtris ; the former, called by the Ciiicia 
Greeks Trach&a or Jlony, is bounded by Ifauria on the north, Afpera. 
Pamphylia on the weft, Cilicia Campejhis on the eaft, and 
the Mediterranean on the fouth. The cities in this part of 
Cilicia mentioned by the antients, are Sydra, or, as Ptolemy 
calls it, Syedra, Nagidtts a S ami an colony, Anemurium, Ar- 
finoe, Calendris or Celanderis, Aphrodifias, fo called from Ve- 
nus who was worfhipped there in a ftately temple, Holmus 9 
or, as Pliny calls it, Holmia, Sarpedon* famous for a noble 
temple confecrated to Apollo and Diana, Lephyrium, accord- 
ing to Ptolemy, the laft city of Cilicia Afpera, which Strabo 
extends to Sola?. Pliny, Mela, and Scylax make no diftinc- 
tion between the two Cilicias. Near Lephyrium was a grove 
much celebrated by the antients, and minutely defcribed by 
Pomponius Mela y . Sebajle, which Archelaus the Cappadocian 
chofe for his refidence, after he was by Augujfus appointed 
king of Cilicia Afpera \ this city was fituated on a fmall ifland 
called Elcufa, and not on the continent, where Pliny and 
Ptolemy have placed it. Thefe were the Towns of moft note 
on the coaft of Cilicia Afpera ; the inland cities were, *SV- 
leucia, built by Seleucus Nicator on the banks of the Calycad- 
nus, and peopled by the inhabitants of Hobnus\ it was a free 
city under the Romans, and maintained its liberty, as is plain 
from feveral medals, at leaft to the time of the emperor 
Gotdian, DomitLmopolis, Philadelphia, Lamus, and in latter 

y Pom p. Me la, apud Apollodor. I. i. c. 6. feft. iii. 

times 
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times Scandeloro, on the confines of Pamphylia, which, with 
the adjoining territory, was governed by its own prince, 
while all the neighbouring provinces were fubjeft to the Ca- 
ramanian kings. 

Cities of Th e chief cities of Cilicia properly fo called, or Cilicia 
Cilicia Campeflris, were, according to Strabo, Soli, or Solas, built 
Proper, by the Rhodians and Achaans* This city was deftroyed 

by Tigranes king of Armenia in his wars with the Romans, and 
rebuilt by Pompcy ; whence in after-ages it was known by the 
name of Pompeiopolis. Laertius z tells us, that this city was 
built by Solon on his return from the court of Crocfus, and 
peopled by a colony from Athens ; and adds, that thefe Athe- 
nians, having in procefs of time quite loft the purity of their 
native language by converting with the Barbarians, became 
remarkable for their rude pronunciation and uncouth ex- 
preflions, whence any impropriety of fpeech was called a 
Solecifm. But this is contradicted by others 3 , who derive 
the word Solecifm not from the Solenfes in Cilicia, but from 
tH&Solii in Cyprus b . Tarfus, which produced the great a- 
poftle of the Gentiles, and was, if wc believe Strabo in 
former times no ways inferior for the ftudy of philofophy and. 
polite literature either to Athens or Alexandria. We are 
told, that it borrowed its name from Tarjhijh the fon of fa- 
van, by whom or by his defcendants it was built \ but Strabo 
out of Ariftobulus acquaints us, that it was built by Sarda- 
napalus, and proves his affertion from an antient monument 
found in thofe parts with this infcription, Sardanapalus the 
fon of Anacyndaraxes built the cities of Anchiale and Tarfus in 
cne day. Tarfus was at firft the metropolis of all Cilicia, and 
after Con/iantine' 's divifion, of Cilicia Prima. The inhabitants 
enjoyed the privileges of Roman citizens, which St. Paul 
thought fit to make ufe of according to the Portion law A . 
The Tarftans, to ingratiate themfelves with Julius Cafar, 
exchanged the antient name of their city for that of Juliopo- 
fis ; but the old name furvived the new, that city being cal- 
led to this day by the Greeks Terjia or Teraffa ; the Turks, as 
Bellonius and other more modern travellers inform us, call it 
Hamfa. Anchiale, built by Sardanapalus, as we hinted a- 
bove, or, if we believe Athenodorus, by Anchiale the daugh- 
ter of Japbet. Anazarbum, fituated on the river Pyramus y 
and in the Roman times the metropolis of Cilicia Secunda. 
Suidas tells us, that it was firft called Cyinda, and afterward* 

8 Laert. in vitis Philofoph. * Strad. 1. xiv. p. 456. 

* Vid. Plut. in vita Solon. « Strad. 1. xiv. p. 463. d A£U 
xvi. j37. and xxii. xxv. xxviiu 

f Anazarbum 
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Anazarbum, from one Anazarbus, who was fent by the em- 
peror Nerva to rebuild it after it had been quite ruined by 
an earthquake ; but he is certainly miftaken, fince Pliny, 
who died long before the reign of Nerva, calls the inhabi- 
tants of this city Anazarbeni \ and Stepbanus derives its name 
from mount Anazarbus at a final! diftance from the place 
where this city flood. Anazarbum was the birth-place of 
Diofcofides, and continued in a very flourifhing condition 
to the divifion of the empire, Epipbania, which gave birth 
to George the famous Arian bifhop of Alexandria. Mopfu* 
ejlia, the fee of Theodorus Mopfueftenus, a great patron of the 
Neftorian herefy in the time of Chryfojlom. IJfus fituated, 
on a gulph to which it gave name, and famous for the 
battle fought near it between Alexander and Darius ; this 
town is now called Ajazzo, and the great gulph on which it 
Hands the gulph of Ajazzo. Alexandria built by Alexander 
the Great between IJfus and the ftraits which lead from C/7/- 
cia into Syria. Ptolemy places this city in Syria * but Strabo 
more rightly on the bay of IJfus. As this city was fituated 
in a place very convenient for trade, it foon became one of 
the moft flourifhing cities of the world. Alexander in build- 
ing it employed Democrates, who had rebuilt the temple of 
Diana at EpheJus burnt by EroJlratus c , and took care to 
people his new city with colonies from feveral other places, 
efpecially from Judaa f , allowing the Jews the free exercife 
6f their own religion, and the fame privileges, immunities, 
and exemptions which he granted the Macedonians. As it 
was very convenient for fuch as traded on the Mediterranean, 
the Red-fea, and the Nile, it continued in a very flourifliing 
Condition, till trade took another courfc on the difcovery of 
a way to the Indies, by the Cape of Good Hope, when it be- 
came by degrees a poor village. It is at prefent called by the 
Turks Scanderoon, by the Italians Alexandretta, remarkable 
for nothing elfe but fome ruins, which (hew what it was in 
better times. Several other cities are mentioned by the an- 
tients; but as they were no ways confiderable, and are at 
prefent quite unknown, we lhall not dwell any longer on this 
fubje&. 

The rivers of any note in Cjlicia arc, the Pyramus, which Ri V9rSn 
rifes on the north fide of mount Taurus, and empties itfclf in- 
to the Mediterranean between IJfus and Magarfus ; the Cyd- 
nus, which fprings from the Antitaurus, pailes through Tar-, 
fusy and difembogues itfclf into the Mediterranean near the 
city of Ancbiale \ it is famous for the rapidity of its ftrcam, 



c Plin. 1, v, c, io. f Joseph, contra Apion. 1. ii. 
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and coldnefs of its water, which proved very dangerous to 
Alexander ; the Calycadnus, the Lamus, the Sarus, the P/- 
rarw, and feveral others of lefs note, water this province, 
and difcharge themfelves into that part of the Mediterranean, 
which the antients called the fea of Cilicia, and extended near 
two hundred and fifty miles from eaft to weft. 
Soil and That part of Cilicia, which the antients called Cilicia 
climate. Campejlris, was, if we believe Ammianus Marcellinus, one 

of the moft fruitful countries of all Afta \ but the weftern 
part equally barren, though famous even to this day for an 
excellent breed of horfes, of which 600 are yearly fent to 
Conjlantinople for the fpecial ufe of the Grand Signior. The 
air in the inland cities is reckoned very wholefome, but 
equally dangerous on the coaft, efpecially to fuch as are not 
accuftomed to it. 

Their ori- This country, according to Jofephus z , was firft peopled 
gin. by Tarjhijh the fon of Javan and his descendants, whence 

the whole country was called Tarfis, and not the territory 
alone adjoining to the city of Tarfus, as fome have wrote. 
The antient inhabitants were inprocefs of time driven out by 
a colony of Phoenicians, who under the conduct of Cilix firft 
fettled in the ifland of Cyprus, and from thence pafled into 
the country which from their leader they called Cilicia. 
Strabo * tells us, that this Phoenician colony pafled from Cy- 
prus into Phrygia, where they livfed in fubje&ion to the kings 
of Troy, and after the Trojan war poflefled themfelves of that 
country which was afterwards called Cilicia. In traft of time 
feveral colonies from other countries fettled in this kingdom, 
namely from Syria and Greece, whence the Cilicians in fome 
places ufed the Greek tongue, in others the Syriac, but the 
former greatly corrupted by the Per/tan, the predominant 
language of the country being a dialed of that tongue. 
Their wan- The Cilicians, if we believe the Greek and Latin writers, 
ners, go- were a rough race of people, unfair in their dealings, cruel, 
*uernmcnt 9 great liars (G), and in the Roman times entirely addiited to 

piracy. They firft began together with the Pamphylians in 

g Joseph. Antiq. 1. i. c. 7. *» Strab. 1 xvii. p. 342. 

(G) Which gave rife to the proverbs, Cilix baud facile verum <H- 
cit; Cilicium exitium ; and to the faying of Pherecrates, Dii femper 
nobis i?nponunt y more Cilicum ; that is, A Cilician fearce ever /peaks 
the truth} Cilician cruelty ; The gods, like ^Cilicians, always de- 
ceive us (32). 



(32) Vide Chiliad. Eraftnu Verba Qlix 
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the time of the Mithridatic war to infeft the neighbouring 
coafts, and being emboldened with fuccefs foon ventured as far 
as the coafts of Greece and Italy itfelf, where they took innu- 
merable flave$ whom they fold to the Cypriots, and to the 
kings of Egypt, and Syria. Publius Servilius was firft em- 
ployed againft them, r who gave theiji a great overthrow in a 
fea engagement, took Pha/elis and feveral other ftrong holds, 
whither they ufed to retire, and ravaged their whole country. 
But fcarce was he withdrawn, when they broke out more 
violently than ever, filling all the ports and creeks of the 
Ionian, Mediterranean, and Archipelago, with their veflels, 
fo as to entirely obftru£t the navigation. Whereupon Pom- 
fey himfelf did not think it beneath his greatnefs to undertake 
a war againft them, which he ended in the fpace of one month, 
having at the fame time attacked them both by fea and land, 
with 500 fliips and 130,000 men. 

In antient times the Cilicians, before they fettled in that 
country which we call Cilicia, were governed by their own 
kings, and divided into two petty kingdoms, viz. the Theban 
and the Lyrnejftan ; in the former ruled the family of Eetion* 
in the latter that of Evenus. Thefe kingdoms did not extend 
beyond the territories of Thebes and LyrneJJus, two cities in 
the famous plain called the plain of Thebes, often mentioned 
both by the Greek and Latin writers, as having been the oc~ 
cafion of frequent difputes between the Lydians and Myftans, 
and in -the Roman times between the neighbouring princes of 
Afta Minor: After the fettling of the Cilicians in that coun- 
try which from them was called Cilicia, we find no mention 
made of their kings till the time of Cyrus, to whom they vo- 
luntarily fubmitted, continuing fubjeiStto the Perfians till the 
overthrow of that empire, but governed to the time of Ar- 
taxerxes Mnemon by kings of their own nation. Herodotus 
indeed counts Cilicia among the Perfian Satrapies 1 ; but from 
other writers it is manifeft, that the Cilicians were governed 
by kings of their own in the time of Xerxes * and Artaxcrxei 
Mnemon. After the downfal of the Perfian empire Cilicia 
became a Macedonian province, and on the death of Alexan- 
der fell to the (hare of Seleucus, and continued under his de- 
fendants till it was by Pompey reduced to a Roman province. 
As a proconfular province it was firft governed by Appius 
Claudius Pulcher, and after him by Cicero, who reduced fe- 
veral ftrong holds on mount Amanus, in which feme Cili- 
cians had fortified themfelvcs and held out againft his prcde- 

1 Hbrodot. 1. iii. k Vid. Xbnopm. Cyrop&d. L vii. 

Biqbqr. 1, xvi, Curt. 1. ii. 
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ceffor, for which he was faluted. by the army with the title of 
Imperator or General. All Cilicia being thus brought under 
fubje£tion, it was firft divided into Cilicia Campejlris and 
Trachaa 5 the former bqcame a Roman province, but the 
latter was governed by kings appointed by the Romans till the 
reign of Fefpajian^ when the family of Tracodementus being 
extindt, this part too was made a province of the empire, and 
the whole divided into Cilicia Prima, Cilicia Secunda 9 and 
I/auria ; the firft took in all Cilicia Campejlris, the fecond 
the coaft of Cilicia Trachaa, and the laft the inland parts of 
the fame divifion ; and in this ftate it continued till the divi- 
lion of the empire. 
Their As to the fucceffion of the Cilician kings we are almoft 

kings, q U j fe fa the dark, Thofe we find mentioned by the antients, 

are Eetion, who reigned before their migration into Cilicia 
and affifted Priam againft the Greeks. He was king of The- 
bes only, in the defence of which city he was witlvhi's feven 
fons killed, as we read in Homer l , by Achilles. The famous 
Andromache, Heftor's wife, was his daughter. Evenus reign- 
ed in Lyrnejfus during the Trojan war, r #nd is likewife men- 
tioned by Homer m . He was fucceeded in his petty kingdom 
by his fons Mines and Epijlropus, w^o fiding with the Trojans 
were both killed by Achilles. Syennefis I. who was cotem- 
porary with Alyattes king of Lydia, Cyaxares king of the 
Medes, and Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon , as we have 
hinted in>he hiftories of Media and Lydia. Efgromedon men- 
tioned by Herodotus ?. Syennefis II. who affifted Xerxes in his 
expedition againft Greece 0 , and is greatly commended by 
Mfchylus. Syennefis III. who affifted, tho' much againft his 
Year of w *^ 5 Cyrus the younger againft his brother Artaxerxes. Af- 
t he Flood ter ^ s death we find no mention of kings, but only of gover- 
2598. ' nQrs of Cilicia, appointed by the kings of Perfia\ whence 
Year be- we conclude him to have been the laft that reigned , in Cilicia 
foreChrift before the country was fubdued by Alexander. Of the kings 
401. that reigned feveral ages after in Cilicia Tracbaa we fhall 

have occafion to fpeak hereafter. 

1 Homer. Iliad. Z. m Idem Iliad. B. n Herodot. 1. vii, 
0 Herodot. ibid. 
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77je fabulous and heroic times ; contain- 
ing the hiftory of the antient kingdoms 
of Sicyon, Argos, Attica, Boeotia, Ar- 
cadia, Theffaljr, Corinth, of Sparta to 
Lycurgus, and fome others of lefs note, 
to their feverally becoming common- 
wealths. 



SECT. L 



An account of the fabulous and heroic times in general. 




T being the defign of this chapter to open the way to. 
the hiftory of Greece^ by tracing the feveral nations of it, 
as far as can be done with any probability, to their primi- Or/?*W 
tive, weak, rude, and obfcure originals ; and by pointing out Q f fa 
the various fteps by which they raifed thcmfelves, from the Greeks, 
loweft beginnings, to that flourifhing ftate in which they 
came at length to excel all the world in learning, in arts and 
fciences, in politenefs, in the excellency of their laws and 
government, and in the ftrength and valour of their armies ; 
we cannot reafonably expeft, that our readers witf reft fatif- 
fied with our bare endeavouring to give them the beft ac- 
count that can be had of this long and perplexed epocha, 
clear of all the monftrous fidtions with which the extravagant 
fancies of the poets, and the vanity and ignorance of the 
Grecian writers have ftuftcd it We fhall therefore ftrivc 
to make the beft and fhorteft way we can through this long 

period of 900 years, whofe antient monuments, though 

dilguifed 
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difguifed under the tales of the moft unnatural anions of the 
gods, fuch as their adulteries, rapes, murders, and the lifce, 
and the incredible exploits of their heroic offlpring (A) i 
yet, when divefted from the fable, afford at leaft fo much 
light to thofe dark times, that an hiftory of this country 
would be juftly thought imperfeft without fome fhort account 

of them. 

The 

■ 

(A) it will not be amifs to begin our notes on this fabulous epochs 
with offering fome tolerable account for that heap- of monftrous 
fables under which the hiftory of it is coached ; and it will, upon 
examination, appear to flow from fome, if not all, of the follow- 
ing reafons : 

i . From the genius of thofe languages in which thefe antient 
monuments were written, which was altogether figurative, and 
• whofe elegance confided in the boldeft and moft fublime alluiions 
and metaphors. 

. 2. From the writers theinfelves, who, being all poets, and re- 
cording thefe tranfactions in fhort fonnets, to be learned by heart 
and fung upon proper occafions, did ftill inhance upon their native 
idiom in poetic pieces, and made choice of the moft ftrained and 
furprizing allegories, that they might make the deeper and more 
Ming impreffion both on thofe who fang, and thofe who heard 
them. 

3. From an ambitious affectation of antiquity, equal or fuperior 
to other cotemporary nations, or perhaps rather from a lhame of 
their mean and low extraction, and of their rude, not to fay brutiflj, 
anceftors, who like wild beads did live by preying upon one ano- 
ther, having no law or rule, but that of the ftrongeft arm. The 
confcioufhefs of which made fome of them fetch their original from 
certain great heroes begot by fome Jeacherous god, either upon 
iome kindgoddefs, or ftraggling nymph, whilft others contented 
themfelves with pretending, that they fprang like mufhrooms out of 
their own native foil. 

4. This might be alio another reafon, why they transformed into 
fictitious monfters thofe real ones amongft them, whofe cruel and 
infamous actions they could not either palliate or obliterate. 

5. From the high efteem they had for thofe renowned heroes, 
who cleared the country of thofe pefts of mankind. They could 
not, it feems, look upon the arduous, and yet fuccefsful la- 
bours of a Minos, a Hercules, or z Theft us in this fo beneficial a 
province, without fuppofing them to have been more than mortal 
men, or at leaft without an ambition to make them pafs in future 
ages for the offspring of fome of the gods. 

6. From an imitation of, or rather an emulation to outdo the 
antient Hebrew heroes, both in their extraction and in their won- 
derful exploits ; thus we find a great part of the character of 

Hercules to be a mere compound of thofe of Sampfon, Gideon, 

Jephibab, 
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The lijnits of Greece, not as they were afterwards en- Geogra- 
larged, either by continual fending out of colonies, or by Pb °f 
conquefts which Hill carried their name with them, which Greece, 
will be beft feen in the next chapter, but only as they relate 
to our prefent epocha, extended from north to fouth, that is, 
from the long ridge of mountains, which divided it from Ma- 
cedonia, and from the river Strymon, by which it was parted 
from Thrace, to the promontory of Tenarus, the utmoft 
fouthern extent of Peloponnefus, about 6 deg. 20 min. or 
380 miles. And from eaft to weft, that is, from the Mge- 
an to the Ionian fea, about 5 deg. 10 min. or 310. It con- 
tained the following kingdoms : In Peloponnefus, Sicyon, Ar- 
got, and Mejfenia, Corinth, Achaia Propria, Arcadia, and 
Laconia. Out of it, or in Gracia Propria, thofe of Attica, 
Megara, Bceotia, Locris, Epichnemidia , Doris, Phocis, Lo- 
cris, Ozoltea, and /Etolia. In Epirus, the MoloJJi, Amphi- 
lochi, CaJJiopai, Dr&opes, Chaones, Thefprotii, Almenii, and 
Acarnania. In Thejfaly, it contained the countries of Thejfa- 
liotisy EJiiotis, Pelafgiotis, Magnefta, and Phthia \ All 
thefe have at one time or other been feverally governed by 
kings of their own, whofe names we only find occafionally 
mentioned in the hiftory of the more conftderable kingdoms 
of Argos, Attica, Thebes, and Sparta, of the Argonautic ex- 
pedition, and of the Trojan war b . The fuller defcription 
and hiftory of thofe chief kingdoms will be feen in the fol- 
lowing fe&ions ; the reft we muft content ourielves with the 
bare mention, of becaufe we know very little except their 
names. 

For this reafon it cannot be expe&ed, that we fhould en- jy e 
ter into a critical enquiry into the names and original of thofi 
various inhabitants of antient Greece. The general names bj 
which they were known, and mentioned by old hiftorians 
and geographers, were thofe of Graioi and Graicoi c (B). 

Thefe 

a De his Vid. Ptol. HeroiJot. D. Sicui. Mil a, Cluvbr. 
Aral. mult. ^Pausa*!. Apoll. & al. c Call imach. Hymn, 
in Jov. Sophoc. &al. 

Jepbtbab, and other Jewijh worthies. The fame may be faid of fe- 
veral others ( i ). 

(B) From Gracus the father, or, according to others, the fon of 
Tbejfalus % who gave name to Tbefa/y (2). But by a modern critic 

(1) Vid. Grot, de Verit. Huet. dmonft. Evang. & al. mult, (z) 
E ttfeb. Chronic, IJidor. Qrig. I. xiv. c. 4. Plift. Nat. it'tft. I. iv. c. 7. 
Suid % & Stej>b x Byxant, in Foe, T/xixii & ercrj-a/ua. 
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Xhefe they quickly changed for thofe of Achat an4 Hellenes 
by which they are generally called in antient authors (C). 
Another name by which they were known in feveral parts of 
Greece was that of Pelafgi, which the Arcadians, who ar6 
generally reckoned the antienteft people of it, do chalking* 
from their pretended founder Pelafgus, who, we find, did 
get fuch footing in Peloponnefus, that the whole peninfula was 
from him called Pelafgia*. We find thefe Pelafgians, for 
whom fome critics and antiquaries have found a much older 
original (D), fpread in many other parts of Greece, as in At- 
tica, 

d Thucydid. 1. i. Aristot. in Meteor. 1. i. c. 14. Stiph. 

Byz ant. Sec. c Id. fub voc. Ub^otfovvtio: 

(3) derived from Ragau the fame with Reu the fon of Peleg (4), by 
the tranfpofition of a letter to foften the found. 

(C) The firft fuppofed from Achaus the fon of Xutbus, the fon 
of Hellen and father of Ion ; or, according to the fable, the fon of 
Jupiter (5) ; the other from Hellen abovementioned, the fon of Deu- 
calion and father of Dorus, from whom came the Dares, afterwards 
a famous nation in Greece 

Tbucydides obferves rightly, however, that the name of Hellenes 
did not univerfaily obtain over Greece ; fince Homer, who wrote fo 
long after the fiege of Troy, doth only call them lo who followed 
Achilles from Pbthiotis ( 6). 

(D) Thefe (7) fuppoie, that the defcendants of Peleg, the fourth 
in defcent from Sbem the fon of Noah, whom they fuppofe to have 
been the father of the Scythians, were the firft who peopled Greece ; 
and that they only foftened the name of Peleg, or according to 
the feptuag : nt and vulgate Phaleg, their progenitor, and called 
themfelves Pelafgians. The laft of thofe authors confirms this 0- 
pinion, drawn from the affinity between the Hebrew and antient 
Greek, from the various dialetts and pronunciations of the latter, 
which in the Doric comes neareft to the eaftern tongues ; and from 
the remainder of thofe tongues, efpecially in thofe places where the 
Pelafgians have been, which Bochart thought of Phoenician, but our 
author will rather have of Hebrew fextraftion. 

All this is further confirmed by a paflage in Epipbanius, who fays 
(8), that from the age of Terah downward, Phaleg and Ragau re- 
moved towards the clime of Europe to part of Scy thia, and- were join- 
ed to thofe nations from which the Thracians came. 

This laft paffage, wherever Epipbanius got it, has been fufficicnN 

(3) Salmaf de re IJellenift. p. 2. c, I op. Hind, introdi in Hi ft* 
Gr<ec. (4) 1 Chron. i. 25. Gen. xi. 1 8, 19. {$)Vid. By- 
xant. fub n>oce"\ma. (6) Thucydid. I. i. (7) Grot. Salmaf. 
fcf Stillingftect. orig. Sacr. I. iii. c. 4. (8) Epift. ad Acac. & 
Paul. 

t iy 
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tica 9 TheJ/aiy^ and Epirus ; in which Iafr. they have been fup- 
pofed by fome * to have laid the foundation of the Dcdonean 
oracle. But the moft antient name of all is univerfaily al- 
lowed to be that of lones^ which the Greeks themfelves derive 
from Ion, xkit fon of JCuthus^ or, as the fable hath it, of Apol- 
lo by Creufa the daughter of Erithiheus^ and grandfon to 
Deucalion B . But it is more probable, as Jo/ephus affirms r ones j s 
that their original is of much older date, and that Javan^ the f cen j e d 
{on of Japbetb and grandfon of Ncah, and his defcendantsy^ j a- 
were the firft who peopled thefc countries, as the learned Bo- van. 
chart feems to have proved by very flrong arguments 1 (E). 

It is true indeed, that among the Greeks themfelves, only 
the original Athenians and fuch colonies as fprang from them 
were called Iones 9 but then it is plain beyond exception, that 
other nations called all the inhabitants of Greece by that name ; 
witnefs the teftimony of Hefychius k , and the fcholiaft on Arif- 

i Vid. Strab. Gcogr. 1. v. Vid. & Pa us an. in Attic. & By- 
z a n t . fub voce Qs<n?tz?Acc. e Vid. Herodot. 1. viii. Apollod. 
1. i. c. 7. Pausan. Achaic. h Ant. 1. i. c, 7. 1 Phaleg. 1. iii. 
c 3. k Sub voce "l<wv*. 

ly confuted by Bochart (9}, who (hews, that both Phaleg and Ra- 
gau, and their defendants, continued ftill in the confines of Media 
and Armenia. And we have el fe where fliewn f , that the Scythians 
were the defcendants of Magog, and noc of Phaleg or Ragau. They 
were the fons of Japbetb and not of Stem, who divided the ifles of 
the gentiles ( 1 o). Wefhall therefore leave the Pelafgians to their 
own founder, and find a much more likely one for the antient 
Greeks in the following note. 

(E) Firft from the authority 0 f Jofepbus above quoted. 2. From 
the name itfclf of the patriarch, ^ without the points, founding 
more properly Jon than Javan. 3. From the authority of AA/es 
whp fays (1 1), that by thefe (the fons of Japbetb) were the ifles of 
the Gentiles divided ; which, according to the genius of the He* 
brew, means, not iflands properly fo called, but all maritime coun- 
tries, at any diftance from Paleftinc, cfpecially thofe which are a- 
long the Mediterranean. 4. From that of the prophets (12), who 
call Gracia by the name of ty, Jon, or, as pointed, Javan. Ac- 
cording to which the Jew have all along to this day called the 

Greek tongue fVJV Jwvanitb. 

All this is further confi. mcd by our author from the clear remains 
of Elijbah Javans elded fon ( 1 3), which were (till to be found in 
that of E lis, one of the antient kingdoms of P eloponnejns . 

(9) Phaleg. I. ii. c. 14. + See bc/ore p. (ioj See Gen. x. 

<ver. 2. ad 5. (11) Gen. x. 5. (1 2) Vid. i?it. al. I/ai. cap. uti. 
wr. 19. Dan. viii. 21, x. 20. (13) Gen. x. 4. 

Vol, V. Iii t$pban$s 9 
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tophanes and thofe paffages of holy writ mentioned in the 
laft note. We omit the names of feveral other people among 
the antient Greeks, which were fuppofed to have been the old- 
eft of all, but which do not appear by far to have been the 
firft peoplers of that country j fuch were the Jones, Hyan- 
ibes, Leleges, Dry opt, Caucones, Jemmices^ and others men- 
tioned by Strabo ,u , but which may be better fuppofed to have 
been reliques of the old Cartans, who, Tbucydides tells us, 
made frequent incurfions into Greece n . 

If we look "upon this infant ftate of Greece with refpe& to 
its inhabitants, it appears, even by the confeflion of their 
own writers, to have been one continued uncultivated defert, 
inhabited by favagfe creatures fcarcely removed one degree 
from brutes ; men living indifferently on every fruit, herb, 
or root, that came in their way,, and lying either in the open 
fields, or at beft flickering themfelvcs, from the inclemency 
of the weather, in dens, clefts, and hollow trees °. The 
firft improvement they made to their way of living was ex- 
changing their old food for the more wholefome acorns, build- 
ing themfelves huts to fleep in, and covering their bodies with 
the fkins of beafts. All this it feems they were beholding for 
to Pelajgus abovementioned p , whofe memory was highly 
reverenced among them upon that account. But this refor- 
mation in their way of living wrought none upon their man- 
ners. On the contrary, they, who had no occafion to fight 
for any thing but a hole to fleep in, began now to envy and 
rob one another of thefe new acquifitions. This in time put 
them under a neceflity of joining themfelves into companies 
under fome head, that they might either more fafely plunder 
their neighbours, or preferve what they had got. Laws they 
had none, except that of the ftrongeft arm ; fo that they on- 
ly lived fafeft and moft quietly, who inhabited the moft crag- 
gy and barren fpots of ground, whilft thofe, who were more 
pleafantly or fruitfully feated, were continually liable to be 
difpoficfled by new invaders. Hence it was, that Greece for 
a long time had no fettled inhabitants, but was in a continual 
fluctuation, the weakeft being always furc to be turned out 
by the ftrongeft. Their gigantic lize and ftrength, if we 
may believe Plutarch % added fo much to their infolencc and 
Cruelty, that they feemed to glory in committing the greatcft 
acts of violence and barbarity on thofe that unhappily fell into 
their hands. 

4 

The cafe did not alter much for the better after they came 

1 Ap. Hi ND.JIntrodila. inhilt.Gnec ^Geogr.l. vii. "lib.i. °ViJ. 

Hon at. Satir. &pAusA^.in Arcadic, l> Id. ibid. *in Thefep. 
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to form themfelves into regular focieties, and build themfelves 
towns and cities for fafety. Attica feems the only place that 
was free from thofe incurfions, becaufe it was deftitute of e- 
very thing that could invite a plundering enemy 5 but thofe 
cities fared worft which were fituate on the lea-coafts, becaufe 
they were in continual danger of being plundered either by fea^. 
or land ; for pirates did not lefs Infeft all thofe feas, than the^ ^ 
robbers did the land. And this was one main caufe why moft^. j4 
of the antient cities of Greece were built at fome diftance 
from the fliore ; but even in thefe, as all their fafety confiftcd 
in the refiftance they could make againft an invader, fo their 
inhabitants were under a neceflity of going conftantly armed, 
and to be ever on their guard. 

Another mifchief arifmg from thefe continual pincies and 
robberies was, that the far greater part of their land did lie 
uncultivated, fo that men only planted and fowed as much as 
was barely neceilary for their prefent fupport 5 and where there 
was fuch an univerfal ncglecl: of agriculture, there could be as ^ e & °f 
little room for any difcoverics in other ufeful arts and trades^ ha 
at land, as in commerce and navigation at fea. Hence it is 
alfo, that whilft other antient nations, as the Jews, the E- 
gyptians, Midianitcs, and Phoenicians? had improved them tp 
a yerv great degree, as wc have feen in their fcveral hiftories, 
the Greeks alone feem to have been the only ft rangers to them ',q- ra j es 
infomuch, that one may reafonably queftion, by Homer's 
making oxen the ftandard of the value of things, whether 
they knew the ufeof money even in his days. One art, how- Art of 
ever, one would have expected them to have been very expert™*'*- 
in, that of war, and the only one indeed they feemed to have 
had a value for ; but even here, the very reverfe may be in- 
ferred from what the fame poet tells us, of fome of his heroes 
putting whole fquadrons of them to flight. 

We fliall have occafion to fhew in the fequcl, that Arts and 
had no letters till Cadmus brought them thither out of Phaj-fchnccs. 
nicia 9 whofe; alphabet, confifting only of fixteen letters, 
was not perfe&ed into that of twenty four till many centu- 
ries after him. It was from him likewife, that they learned 
arithmetic, navigation, and commerce \ as for other fcienccs, 
they continued much longer ftrangers to them 3 and it was 
not till fome of their great men began to travel into Egypt* 
and other kingdoms* and the Celtcs made their frequent in- 
curfions into Greece \i that they began to have fome know- 
ledge and relifh for them. Wc are indeed told, that Or- 
pheusp MttfaiSy and fome others, who went into the fir ft of 

f See before, p. 250. 

I i i 1 Chofc 
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thofe countries much earlier, did bring a great deal of the 
Egyptian divinity, and religious rites from thence r . But as 
for aftronomy, geometry, philofophy, and magic, they 
were fetched long after, the firft from Babylon, the next from 
Egypt, and the laft from Perjia f ; fo ignorant we find them 
of the firft of thefe fciences, that they knew of no other way 
of dividing the day, than by dark and light, or time of fleeping 
and waking, nor the years, but by the time of (owing and rea- 

Tbetr go- Their government was frill more rude and barbarous ; 

njemment. every city, and almoft every village or obfeure town, was a 

petty tyranny, governed by a head, to whom neverthelefs they 
gave the name of king. Hence that vaft number of fmall in- 
confiderable kingdoms with which this country fwarmed, and 
of the greateft part of which we know little elie than their 

names, and that of one or fometimes two of their petty mo- 
narchs, which are cccafionally mentioned in the hiftory of 

thofe of more note, into which they were afterwards blended 
Zaws* either by alliances or conqueih Laws, at leaft a written body 

of them, we do not find they had till the tfenes of the Athenian 
archond ; till then all depended on the will and the definitive 
fentenceof their kings ; only in dubious and important cafes, 
^ it was ufual for them to confult fome oracle, of which they 

had variety ; the two moft famous were that of Jupiter at 
Dodona and that of Apollo at Delphi, fituated on the hill Par- 

Kajfus.{¥). Their 

* 

r He rodqt. 1 LD.SicuL.Bibl. Hill. Li. f Vid. Tatian. 
Orat. com. Grsec. 



(F) It will doubtlefs be expected, that we fliould fay at leaft fo 
much of thefe oracles as may enable our readers to frame an idea 
of them, fwee they were efteemed of fuch concern, that fcarce 
any public affairs were tranfa&ed (or hardly any private ones, if the 
p crfons were in circumftances to pay for it) without confulting fome 
of them ; but as a particular account of them all would cany us too 
far, we (hall content ourfelves with a fhort defcription of that of 
Delphi, as it was the moft celebrated and frequented of any, either 
in Greece or in any other part of the world, not only on account of 
its antiquity, contending even with that of Jupiter at Dodona, but 
becauie Apollo was fuppofed more peculiarly to prefide over, and 
to infpire men with, the knowledge of futurity. Upon .this account 
alfo it was efteemed to outdo all others in the clearnefs and certainty 
o'i its anfwers ; and by the great concourfe of people who rcforted 
to and inriched it with prefents, it did likewife outftine all the reft 
in fplendor and wealth. 

Its foundation, origin, and magnificence, fhall be feen in its pro- 



per 
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Their religion was ftill worfe than all the reft, being Kt- Religion. 
tleelfe than a corruption, if we may be allowed that word, 

of 

per place ; here we fhall content ourfelves with a fhort account of 
the manner in which it was wonf to be confulted and delivered, and 
by way of fpecimen to the reft } as for tliofe of other countries, or 
other deities, the reader may, if hepleafe, fee them in our learned 
bifliop Potter 1 s Grecian arch aso fogy. 

1 ft, Thofe who confulted the oracle were to offer fome confidera- 
ble prefent to the god. zdFy, They offered aifo fome facnftces to 
him, and according as thefe carried a good or bad omen, fo the Py- 
thonefs confented or refufed to confult the deity. 3dly, The queftion 
to be afkep! was to be couched in as few words as poffibie. We omit 
fome otfier circumftances of lefs moment, and which varied accor- 
ding to time and place, the Quality of the perfons confulting, and 
the nature of the queftion to be afked. 

2. The time for confulting the oracle was only one month in the 
year, and that was in the fpring ; the feventh day of that month 
was called Appollas birth-day, becaufe originally the Pythonefs gave 
no anfwers- but on that day, fo that they came fo thick to her, that 
they were forced to lengthen the time 5 in latter ages it came to be 
once a month ( i ). 

3. The perfon who delivered the anfwer was to be a woman. 
They were originally to be virgins, but, one of them having been 
deflowered, they came at length to make choice of women above 
fifty years of age, that in caie the fame misfortune fhouid happen 
to them, their fharne might be out of danger of being difcovercd 
by pregnancy. Yet even thefe they obliged to go apparelled like 
virgins, but in a plain and homely drefs, that they might give no 
temptation to their cuftomers. 

Pythia, the name that was given to the woman that delivered 
the oracle, is varioufly derived, by fome, in memory of the fcrpenC 
Python killed by Apollo, by others otherwise ; but moft probably 
from Pytho, which was but another name for Delphi, the place where 
this oracle was given, as we fhall fee in the fequel of this hiftory. 

When all the previous ceremonies had been performed on the in- 
quirer's parr, this Pythia, having waflied herfelf in the fountain 
Cafialis at the foot ofParnaJ/its, and fhaken the laurel-tree that grew 
by It, fhe crowned herfell with a garland of thofe leaves, and 
fometimes alfo did eat fome of them ; and then afcended the cele- 
brated Tripod or Tripus, and fitting down upon it waited for the ini- 
pulfe of the god (2). 

What kind of machine this wonderful Tripod was is varioufly can- 
vaffed, and to as little purpofe. Some take it to have been a brafs 
pot filled with duft, through which a miraculous vapour was convey- 
ed into the belly of the Pythonefs, and thence came out at her mouth $ 

(0 Plutarch. Gr*c. Quarft. 9. (2) Ljfifir. Scboliaft. in Ariflopb. 

*p. Potter Arcbaolog. /. ii. c. 9. 

others 
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of the Egyptian theology, brought thither at firft by Cecrops, 
an Egyptian exile and founder of the Attic monarchy, who, 

according 

others fay, it was filled with pebbles, by the agitation of which flie 
conceived the mind of the deity ; others fay, that it was large 
enough for her to plunge herfelf into ; but the moft probable 
opinion is, that it was a table or feat on which fhe either leaned or 
fat (3). 

It was called Tripod becaufe it had three feet, alluding, accor- 
dirg to fome, to the three great celeftial circles, viz. the two tro- 
pics, and the equinoctial line ; but more probably ifthey had any 
original meaning, from the three periods of time, paft, prefent, and 
future. They had more than'bne of thefe Tripods. The moft anti- 
ent of them was that which the people of that country caufed to 
be fet over the mouth of the miraculous cave, after they had found 
out its prophetic power. The next is faid to have been wrought by 
Vulcan, and prefeHted to Apollo by Pelops king of the E leans ; but the 
moft famous one was that which the fifhermen drew up with their" 
nets, and, being adjudged by the oracle to the worthieft of the feven 
wife men who flourifhed then in Greece, and through modefty refu- 
fed by him, was dedicated to this Delphic Apollo. The two firft 
appear to have been of brafs, and the lalt was of gold ; fome think 
alio, there were likewife more than one Pytbia at the fame time, 
bat. without any good foundation (4); however, when fhe, who 
officiated as fuch, had received the divine afflatus in her belly, from 
whence lhe was called sy/c^rrp/x^Oo? and r^o/xam? flie began fome- 
times to fwell, foam at the mouth, tear her hair and flefh, like one in 
the ftrongeft pfirenfy, at other times her fpirit moved her more 
gently. Sometimes the paroxyfm has been fo terrible, that it hath 
fcared away the priefts as well as the confulters, and one of them is 
faid to have died by the violence of it (5). Some add, that a dra- 
gon or ferpent has been feen to return the anfwer from under the 
Tripod, and that the Pytbia was once killed by him. 

The anfwer was returned viva <vocc f and in hexameter or heroic 
verfe. Paufanias attributes this form of anfwering to the famed 
Phasmonoe the firft Delphic Pytbia. But the hymn of Beou, a Delphic 
lady, attributes it to Olen, who with his Hyperboreans inftituted this 
oracle, and changed their ruftic profe into the fmooth and heroic 
vcrfe. 

But though this oracle was the moft famed for the clearnefs and 
truth of its anfwers, infomuch, that it was often applied to, to explain 
the more intricate ones of other places, yet was it not without its 
ambiguities, fo as to be eafily applicable to the event, let it fall which 
way it would. Herodotus gives us fome inftances of this kind of 
pmphibolious apfvvers given to Cvarfus, of which that unfortunate 

( 3) Carl. Rbodig. I eel. antiq. I. viii. c. 15. ap* tutid, (fiVentr. de 

di-yinat. ' ( 5) Vid Plutarch, de defc* % Orae* 
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according to Paufanias, did firft introduce the worfhip of Ju- 
piter in his newj kingdom. Orpheus, Dadalus, and Melam^ 
pus, went and fetched new fupplies of Egyptic idolatry and 
fuperftition ; and Greece was foon after furnifhed with a num- 
ber of deities, fuited to the tafte of their brutal votaries, and 
with a fan&ion and precedent for every unfocial and unnatural 
vice. To this defperate and univerfal degeneracy of the Gre- 
cian nation it is, that we have ventured in a former note to 
afcribe in fome meafure all the fabulous accounts, which the 
poets have given us concerning the birth, extraction, and ex- 
travagant exploits of thofe famous heroes, who bellowed fo 
much pains and time to reform and aboltfh it. Of this num- 
ber were Minos, Hercules, Thefeus, and many more, of whom 
we (hall fpeak in the fequel, fome of whom cleared the feas, 
others the land, of that peftilent race, and others, laftly, by 
wholefome laws, by the introduction of commerce, arts, and 
fciences, laid the happy foundations for that politenefs and 
grandeur, for which they were fojuftly famed in after-ages. 

king, a munificent votary to the Delphic god, juftly complains, as 
having more than once or twice milled him to his ruin (6). 

The reader may fee a number of other inftances of the fame na- 
ture in Paufanias (7), befides thofe which we ihall have occafion to 
mention in the fequel, and which, though fulfilled contrary to the 
meaning and expectation of the confulters, yet feemed to be di- 
rected by fome forefeeing being, becaufe they ftill anfwered the 
predidtion, though in a different fehfe. Of this nature was that 
which forewarned Epaminondas to beware of what the Greeks called- 
the Pelagos ; by which he underftanding it to mean the fea which* 
they called mhccyot;, forbore to go into any fhip or gaily, whereas 
it was the Mantinean wood of that name, of which the oracle bid 
him beware. Much after the fame nature is the Carthaginian gene- 
ral faid to have been deceived, when he was told by another oracle 
that he fhould be buried in Libya ; from which he concluded, that 
after having beaten the Romans he fhould return and die in his own 
country, whereas the oracle meant the town of Ltbyffa in Bithynia 
but according to our author called by the Nicomedians Libya, in 
which he died. 

It was for this reafon, that thefe predictions, attributed by the 
Heathens to fome godhead, were by the primitive fathers afcribed 
to the devil, who, though uncapablc to dive into futurity, yet could 
give a greater guefs into it than any mortal ; but we leave the dif- 
quifition of fuch qucitions to divines, as well as the times and caufes 
of thefe oracles ccafing in the heathen world, though this laft we 
may perhaps touch upon, when we come to refume the fequel of 
the jfwijh hiflory. 



(6) Ub % i. (7) In dreud. Fid. W mil in Pfoc* iS Potter ubi/uprs. 

This 
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Thechro-- This fabulous epoch, as it includes all that the poets have 
nology of jfung and hiftorians recorded, concerning the foundation of all 
this epoch, the ancient Grecian monarchies,, tlie exploits of the Grecian 
Year ot heroes, their wars and other transactions from the end of the 
theFtood, Trojan war and upwards, to the foundation of the Sicyonian 
y IO f be k* n &dom- the moft ancient of all, amounts to 905 years, that 
foreChrift'k ^ roni ^ ^ I 9 I S* w h en &gip.&us fs faid to have laid the 
2080 foundation of his kingdom, to the deftru&ion of Tray, A. 

M. 2820. (G) c . But as under this period are contained 
the hiftories of the fe vera! following monarchies ; ift, Jpb^t of 
Sicyon abovementfoned ; 2. Of Argos and Mycena: 3. At* 
iica: 4. Bceotia : 5. Arcadia: 6. Thejfaly : 7. Corinth: 8. 
Sparta, and fome others, from their foundation to their either 
becoming incorporate with others, or to their feverally refolving 
themfeives into commonwealths i this laft circumftance will 

* Vid. Ussbk. Ann. fub utroque an. exCaftor. ap Eufeb. Chronic. 

(G) We need not tell our readers, that this chronology is far 
enough from heing unqueftionable ; .tjiofe who have read Sir J/aac 
Newton on this fubjedl will eafily agree .with him, that the reigns of 
the feveral kings of Sicyon, Argos, &c. are fpun out to £n unnatural 
length, they amounting one with another to thirty .five and forty 
years apiece, which is almoft double the time that thofe of Judah 
and If rael reigned. 

It is alio not unlikely, that the foundation of the Sicyonian king- 
dom is vaftly antedated, and that the .eleven or twelve kings whom 
they pretend to have reigned between Apis and Epaphus or Epopeus, 
which our author th.in.ks to have been two names for the fame perfon, 
were only feigned, and interlarded here to add the .greater antiquity 
to that kingdom. We are told, that it began 23*2 years before 
..the time of Inachus, or 1313 years before the firft Olympiad (8) ; 
.but what certainty can there be in a tradition of fuch a length I 

The fame fault may be fuppofed to run through the whole chro- 
nology of the other kingdoms belonging to this epoch, lince their 
foundation is likewife previous to the Olympiads, before which all 
computation of time is dark, precarious, and, .in many inftances, 
notorioufly falfe. 

* It mny be obferved, that if the kingdom of Sicyon were found- 
ed in A, M. 1 g 1 5» as fome chronologers fuppofe, and we allow 
1307 years to have elapfed fi;om the creation to the flood, accord- 
ing to t\\c.Sa?naritan account, there will remain but 608 for the year 
of the flood ; it is proper therefore to acquaint the reader, that in 
-Jhe margin, the Authors have placed .the foundation of it , according 
to their own computation, which makes its diflblution coincide with 
the year in which vthey have placed the deltruftion of Troy. 



« » 

- * I * 



■ 

(8) Caftor ap. Eufeb. Chron, Vid. Newt. Cbrtnol. 

oblige 
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oblige us both to extend it beyond what is properly called the 
fabulous and heroic epocha down to the times of their refpec- 
tive change of government, and to give a fuller chronology 
of each kingdom under each diftinifc head. 

Other material tr^nfa£Hons under this period are chiefly 
thofe that follow, the Ogygian and Deucalion floods ; the mur- 
der committed by the daughters of Danaus on their hufbands ; 
the labours of Hercules j the unfortunate adventures of OEdi- 
pus 1 the Argonautic expedition ; the wars of Minos and The- 
feus $ the exploits and adventures of Prometheus, Epimetbeus, 
and Atlas $ thofe of Perfeus and Bellerophon ; the rapes of 
Io y Europa, and Helena ; the war of the Epigoni or feven 
champions againft Thebes - 9 the Trojan war, fpoken of in a 
former chapter ; the fatal end of the greateft part of the Gre- 
cian chiefs ; the infamous exploits of the gods ; and in a word, 
all the heroic deeds of their pretended offspring, in fupprefT- 
ing robbers and pirates, pulling down tyrants, protecting the 
opprefled, and forming the Greek nation by degrees from 
anarchy, cruelty, and barbarifm, into a polite, warlike, and 
glorious people. 

SECT. II. 



s 



The hifiory of the antient kingdom of Sicvon. 

ICJTON has the firft place in this dark province of an- 
tiquity, both as being older than all the reft, and be- 
caufe it boafts a fucceffion of twenty fix kings, whofe fe- 



veral reigns make up an epoch of nine hundred and fixty years 
and upwards. Its original name was JEgialea^ given to Names, 
it by /Egialeus, the fuppofed founder and firft monarch 
of it. Whether the whole kingdom, or only its metropo- 
lis, were called by that name, is not certain ; but it ex- 
changed it afterwards for that of Apia, from Apis the fourth 
king from Mgialeus^ and in procefs of time it had that of S/- 
cyon given to it, which was that of their 19th monarch, who 
reigned about 740 years after its fuppofed foundation, and 
from that time, not only the kingdom, but the whole penin- 
fula of Peloponnefus, was called Sicyonia, until its diffolution, 
and even beyond it a . 

This little kingdom was fituate on the north part of Pelo- Situation, 
ponnefus 9 fince called the bay of Corinth. It had the province 
ofAchaia on the weft, and the ifthmus which joins the pen- 
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infula to the continent of Greece on the eaft. What its ex- 
tent was cannot be known. The capital of it is fuppofed to 
have been fituate upon the river A/opus in about thirty eight 
degrees and a half of north latitude, and twenty three degrees 
and a half of eaft longitude, having the bay of Corinth on the 
north, the reft of the Pcleponnefus on the other three points 
Natural Its territory was rich, abounding with corn, -vines, olive- 
and artifi- trees, and other commodities, befides fome iron mines. It 
rial ran- was ; n p ro cefs of time very much adorned, by S icy on and his 
tieSm fucceflbrs, with temples, altars, monuments, and ftatues of 

all their gods and antient monarchs. It would be juftly ef- 
teemed the antienteft monarchy in the world, not excepting 
even thofe of Egypt and AJfyria, were it true, that its foun- 
der lived about 150 years after the flood, that is about 200 
years before Noah's death, as fome have computed it from 
Eufebius^ who affirms this monarchy to have been founded 
Cbrono- I 3 I 3 y ears before the firft olympiad c But that miftake has 
logy. been reftified by other chronologers, who make him contem- 
porary with Terah Abraham's father, and to have begun his 
reign about the year of the world 19 15, or even later about 
J. M. 2236 d , which brings it fomewhat lower than the year 
of the flood 900 ; befides it is not improbable, as Sir Ifaac 
Newton obferves, that chronologers have fplit Apis Epaphus 
(the 4th in defcent from Mgialeus) into two kings, and be- 
tween them have inferted eleven or twelve feigned names of 
kings who did nothing, and thereby have made its founder 
Mgialeus 300 years older than his brother Phoroneus e , the 
fon of Inachus and founder of Phoronicum y lince called Argos. 
The truth is, we know nothing of thofe princes, but their 
names and the years they are affirmed to have reigned. The 
fame indeed may be faid of the greateft part of their fucceflbrs. 
We meet with no memorable adion or conqueft performed 
by any of them during the long fpace of 962 years ; though 
this epocha, dark and remote as it is, is fo fruitful of the mod 
fiirprizing exploits in moft other contemporary kingdoms. 
However, we lhall here fubjoin a lift of thofe twenty fix mo- 
narchs with the length of their reigns, as we find it tranfmit- 
ted to us. 



h Strab. Mela, & al. c Heyl. ex Euseb. Chronic. 

<* Usser, Rawleich & al. c Newt. Chronol. introd. 

p. 6. 

Kings 
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Reigned 
I Mgialeus 

1 Europs 

2 Telchin or 
Selchin 

4 Apis 

5 Tbelxion or 
Thelafwn 

6 JEgirus 

7 Eurymachus or 

Thurimachus 

8 Leucippus 

9 Mojapius 

10 Per at us 

11 Plemneus 

12 Ortbopelis 



Kings of S/Vjwi 





Years. 

45 



20 
25 

34 
45 

53 

47 
46 

48 
63 




13 
14 

16 

18 

20 
21 



Reigned Years. 
Marathon 



22 

2 3 
24 



Marathus 

Mchyraus 

Cor ax 

Epopeus 

Laomcdon 

Sicyon 

Polybtts 

lnachus or 

Ianifchus 

Pbajius 

Adrajlus 

Polyphides 




25 Pelafgus 

26 Zeuxippus 



30 
30 

55 
30 

35 

40 

45 
40 

42 

8 

4 

3i 

20 

32 



In all years 962 



There is little elfe to be found in hiftory worth notice 
concerning thefe monarchs, befides what we hinted above. 
Thofe that are the moft remarkable in the lift are, 1. Mgia- 
leus the founder; 2. Apis, from whom the country was cal- 
led Apia \ 3. JEgirus, the fuppofed founder of the antient ci- 
ty of AZgira, fituate on a high and a 1 mo ft inacceiuble hill ; 
once the capital of Achaia properly fo called, and now fup- 
pofed to be the fmall village of Hylocajiro ; 4. Marathon, of 
whom the famous fields of Marathon had probably their name ; 
5. Epopeus, who built a (lately temple to Minerva and adorn- 
ed it with his own trophies ; 6. Sicyon from whom the whole 
country and peninfula took the name of Sicyonin. He i\ 
likewise fuppofed to have either built, or at leaft enlarged, 
the metropolis of the kingdom, and to have called it by his 
own name. 

After the death of Zeuxippus the laft king in the lid, 
that ftate is laid to have been governed by the pi -lefts of Apollo 
Came us, five of whom held thefovercignty only during one year 
each ; after which Amphittyon held it nine years fucceftivcly, 
and Chart demus the laft of them con tinned in it eighteen years '. 
After this hierarchy had lafted thirty two years the lleracii* 
dee, who were by that time returned into Peloponnefus, be- 
came mafters of it, or, according to Paujctnias, the kingdom 
was incorporated with the Doves, and became fuhjeft to that 
of Argos 8 , the next antient kingdom to that of Sicyon. 



i Eur sub. Chron. 

Kkk 2 



8 In Corinth. 
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SECT. III. 



The Hiftory of the ant tent kingdom of Argos. 

■ 

WE have already hinted in the laft feftfon, that not 
the kingdom only of Sicyon, but the_ whole Pelo- 
„ ponnefus, was called Mgialea and Apia from the firft 
and fourth kings of it. There were likewife two kings of 
the fame name in Argot ; the one the younger fon of Inachus 
the founder of the kingdom, and the other the fon of Phoro - 
neus the elder brother of Mgialeus*. Hence thefe two have 
been confounded with thofe of Sicyon, and their kingdom 
thought to have been of as antient, if not of older, date than 
the Sicyonian, and the country to have received its name 
not from the Sicyonian, but from the Argivic monarch. In 
fo dark a difpute we can only fay, that the Argivic Mgialeus 
being only a younger brother, and it not appearing that he 
reigned at all there, feeing his brother Phoroneus left the 
kingdom to his own fon, it is not fo likely, that the country 
fliould receive its name from him as from that of Sicyon. 
However, the kingdom foon changed its name for that of 
Argolis from Argos, the fon of Jupiter by Niobe, who was 
lifter to Apis, upon whom the kingdom devolved, becaufe 
Apis died without iffue. It was alfo called Hippium and Hip- 
poboton from the neighbouring paftures, in which Neptune is 
faid to have fed his horfes b , or rather from an excellent breed 
of horfes which that country was famed for. 
Situation This kingdom is fituate on the north-eaft fide of Pelo- 
*na 'extent, ponnefus, furrounded on the eaft by the two bays of Saron, 

now Golfo de Neapoli, and of Argos, and has the kingdom 
of Sicyon or Achaia Propria and Arcadia on the north and 
weft, and that of Laconza on the fouth. What its antient 
limits were is hard to fay ; but it was very much inlarged by 
fome of its monarchs, fo that it extended itfelf from eaft to 
weft from 23 deg. 40 min. to 24 deg. 50 min. eaft longi- 
tude, or about feventy miles, and north and fouth from 37 
deg. and a half to 38 deg. 20 min. north latitude, or about 
fifty miles. 

Natural ^ TS chief river is the biachus, fo called from the founder 
and arti/i- of this kingdom. It empties itfelf into the bay of Argos, now 
tialrari- called Golfo de Engia, near the port A fine. On this river 

• Apollodor, 1. ii. c. 1. Vid. Hin». hift. Greec. bp AU - 



6 an. in Corinth. 



was 
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was fituatc the metropolis, called alfo lnachus from its foun- 
der and fourth monarch, and famous among other things tor 
the death of Pyrrbus king of Epirus^ who, having forced an 
entrance into it, 'was knocked on the head with a tile flung 
by an old woman from the top of a houfe. Here was alfo 
the brazen tower, in which Danae, being confined by her 
father, was deflowered by Jupiter. It was likewife much in- 
riched by its trade, and particularly that of a fine breed of 
horfes bred about its territory, from which the name of Hip* 
pium was given to it. 2. Next to Argos was Mycena?, which 
became in procefs of time the feat of the kingdom, and is ce- 
lebrated by Horace for her riches, as her rival Argos was for 
her horfes. 3- Trarzen, once the royal feat of Pittheus the 
grandfather of Thefeus. 4. Netnea, famous for the Nemean 
games, fuppofed to have been inftituted there in memory of 
Hercules's killing a lion which infefted that neighbourhood <= ; 
or, as others will have it, in memory of the fon of Lycur- 
gus king of the country about Nemea^ who had been killed by 
a ferpent, whilft his nurfe Hypfipyle went to fhew the Argives 
to a fpring of water. We fhall have occafion to fpeak more 
fully of this adventure in the fequel. 5. Epidaurus, in which 
flood the fo famed temple of Mfculapius, reforted to from 
moft parts of Europe and Afta for the cure of all diftempers. 
6. Nauplia^ fo called from its founder Nauplius king of 
Ebena, and for. its excellent fituation and harbour, whence 
it had the name of Nauplia Navale y now Neapolis> from 
which the gulf on which it is fituate hath its modern 
name a . 

The government of Argos, and afterwards of Mycena, Govern 
continued altogether monarchical from its fir ft foundation to mntm 
its eftablifhing itfelf into a downright democracy. Paufanins 
indeed obferves, that the Argives were extremely jealous of 
their liberties, and were ever endeavouring to encroach upon 
the royal prerogative. However, they did not wholly clip it 
till after a long fucceflion of princes ; the Hcraclibcy who 
were of the family of Per feus ^ recovered the kingdom from 
that of PclopSy about eighty years after the taking of Troy % 
or about forty years before its becoming a common wealth ; 
for it was during that (pace that they gained fo much ground 
upon their kings, that they left them little elfe than the 
bare name ; but by what |aws they were antiently govern- 
ed, or by whom they were cnaited, and how far rhefe mo- 

:Stkpii. deUrb J AIila, Ifiyi.. Clvver, 

narchs 
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narchs were tied by them , is what we will not venture to 
fay. 

Yesfof This kingdom, Eufebius tells us out of Ca/ior c 9 was 
tbeTlood, founded 1080 years before the firft olympiad, that is, accord- 
/143. ing to UJber y in the year of the worid 2148, fo that Inachus 
Year be- the founder of it was cotemporary with Abraham^ and with 
fore Thurimacbus the 7th king of Sicyon. It continued under the 
Chrift name of the Argolic kingdom till the reign of Acrifius the 
l8 s6- i^.th king of it, who transferred the feat of it to Mycena a 



Wreck™? Cit y °^ own founding, about the year of the world 2700 



. 0 f and about the year 5 50 of its foundation, from which time 

ArROs. t ^ iat P art °f lt cont i nue( * to be called the kingdom of Mycena 

till the diflblution, which happened about the year 2920, 

when the Heradida made themfelves mailers again both of 

this and of the whole peninfula, after it had flood upwards of 

770 years, and under the government of twenty one mo- 

narchs. The Argolic kingdom, properly fo called, retained 

likewife its own kings after this divilion until the Heraclidcs^ 

whofe family had been fet aude by that of Euryjiheus^ the 

implacable enemy of Hercules and all his race, above an age 

before. Thefe dividing the peninfula into three kingdoms, 

that of Argos had not continued above forty years, before 

Meltas their laft king, having made a pufli to recover the 

royal prerogative, which was dwindled by that time to the 

loweft pitch, loft both his kingdom and life, after which the 

Argivic government was changed into a democracy. 

e Chronic. 
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A LIST of the kings of Argos before its Tranflation to 



Mycena. 



Criafus 



1 Inachus 

2 Phoroneus 

3 A pi* 

4 Argus 

5 Pirafus, aL 

6 Phorbas 

7 Triopas 

8 Crotopus 

9 Sthenelus 
J o Dana us 

11 Lynceus 

12 Abas 

13 Proeius 

14 Acrlfius 

15 Per feus 



Founder of the kingdom 
of Mycena. 



16 Talaon 



*7 
18 

*9 



Adrajlus 

Mgialeus 

Diomedes 



Kings of Mycena. 



1 Perfeus 

2 Euryftheus 

3 Atreus and Thyejles 

4 Agamemnon 

5 Mgijlhus 

6 Or*//*x 

7 Tifamenus, aL Pcnthllus 

Kings of the Heraclida at 
Argos, after they had 
recovered Peloponnefus, 
and divided it into three 
kingdoms. 

1 Tcmenus 

2 C//i/J 

3 Lacidaus 

4 Meltas 



I. Inachus the fuppofed fon of Oceania and Tethys (A), Inachus 
is affirmed to have been the founder of this kingdom. He 
married his filter Meliffa^ by whom he had two fons, P/;a- 
roneus and Mgialeus : he ib fuppofed to be the father of 
and therefore the Greeks are fometimes called from him 
Inacbi. 



(A) Or rather becaufe he came thither by fca. We have had 
occafion in a former chapter to take notice of this extravagant va- 
nity in the defcendants of thofefirft founders of kingdoms of railing 
them fuch fabulous genealogies, in order to difguifc the obfeurity 
of their origin, by afcribing it to fome gcd, to the fca, river, 
nymphs, and fuch like extraordinary progenitors. We mall refer 
our readers to the caution we gave them there concern irg thefe mi- 
raculous offsprings -J* . 

•\ Sec before, p. 319. ful fin. note (M). 

2. Ph or inert* 



neos 




Argos. 



Criafus. 
Phorbas. 
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2. Phoroneus fucceeded his father, enlarged his territories, 
and gathered the people who were before diiperfed about the 
country intQ one city, which was called from him Phoro- 
neum * ; he is faid C6 have had a fon, by the nymph Laodice, 
named Apis \ and a daughter named Niobe, who became the 
firft paramour of the luffcful god Jupiter , by whom Ihe had a 
fon named Argos. F rom Phoroneus, hi$ fuppofed filler lo, is 
fometimes called Phorvnis. by the poets g . 

3. Apis fucceeded his father, but governing too tyrannical- 
ly, a faction was formed againft him, which was upheld by 
Thelajion oxThelxion king of Sicyon (B) , to whofe treachery 
he was facrificed. Some affirm that he fled into Egypt , 
where he taught that people the manuring of land, upon which 
account he was worfhipped under the title of Serapis and in 
the form of an ox. We have already obferved in the hiftory 
of that kingdom f, that Serapis was worfhipped under a 
human form, bearing a bufliel on its head. As for their 
Apis, though he was indeed worfhipped under the form of 
an ox, yet it doth not appear that he was of Argolic ex- 
traftion. We meet with feveral of the name, one in Sicyon , 
one in Argos, and this in Egypt ; all of them fo confounded 

Mythologies, 



cerning them. 



that we can gather nothing certain con- 



4. Argos, the fon of Jupiter and Niobe, fucceeded him ; 
he is fuppofed to have been the founder of the capital city, 



name 



He is faid to have been a promoter of agriculture, altogether 
negledied by the Grecians before his reign, who came from 
that time to be called Argivi from him. 

5. Criafus, by others called Pirafus, the fon of Argos. 

6. Phorbas the fon of Criafus, fuppofed to have been co- 
temporary with Atlas and Prometheus. 

Triopas. *] •Triopas tht (on of Phorbas, whofe brother, named alfo 

Phorbas, fettled himfelf in the ifland of Rhodes. 



Crotopus, 



8, Crotopus, in whofe times the Argives felt the dire ef- 
3s of Apollo's anser on the following occafion : that sod 



* Pausan. in Corinth. g Horat. & al. 
p. 447. h Apollod. 1. ii. c. 1. 



f See Vol. I 



(B) This (hews how little dependance there is on the writings of 
thisepocha, fmce even this laft reigned, according to Eufebius's 
chronology, near 100 years before Inachus the founder of the 
Argolic kingdom, unlefs they have miftook him for Peratus, who 
ilouriftied about the latter end of Apis's reign. 

had 

t 
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had had a private amour with Pfamatbe the king's daughter; 
and lhe to conceal the fruit of it from her father, went and 
hid it among the rufhes, where it was devoured by the king's 
hounds* Apollo, to punifh the Argives for this crime, fent 
the monfter, or fury, Pene 9 who (hatched their children from 
their mother's bofoms, and defiroyed them. This monftcr 
keing killed at length by Ccerebus, Apollo fent them a grievous 
peftilence. Casrebus, having confulted the oracle how his 
anger might be appeafed, was forbid to return to Argos, and 
directed to take a tripod in his hand, and to build a temple 
to that god whereyer it chanced to drop from him, which he 
accordingly did. 

9. Sthenetusy fon of Crotopus, reigned fixteen years, after Sthenelui. 
which he, or as others think, his fon Geleanor, was outed 
the kingdom by Danaus an Egyptian. 

, ip. Danaus had been driven out of Egypt by his brother 
ASgyptus, for refufing to marry his fifty daughters to the fifty 
fons of his brother. His pretence for refuting the marriage 
was, that he had been forewarned by the oracle, that he 
fhould be killed by a fon-in-law. Being therefore expelled 
Egypt, he came to Argos, where he laid claim to that king- 
dom, as being defcended from Epaphus the fon of Io 9 who, 
as was hinted above, was the daughter of Inacbus. Both 
he and Sthenelus agreed to have their title decided by the 
people, and upon* the fecond meeting of the afiembly, a 
wolf came and killed a bull, who was graling among a herd 
of cows, under the very walls of the city. The people who 
beheld it, took it for a fatal omen againfl: the prefent poflef- 
for. Sthenelus was fuppofed to be meant by the bull, and 
Danaus by the wolf, becaufe he was a ftranger. Upon this 
he was immediately proclaimed king 1 . 

As foon as /Egyptus heard of this clcdion, he refolved to 
prevent his marrying his fifty daughters to neighbouring; prin- 
ces, and ftrengthening himfelf by fo many alliances ag.iinlt 
him. He raifed a powerful army, and fent it with his fifty 
fons at the head of it againft the new king of /lrgos\ and 
thefe reduced him to fuch extremity, that he was forced to 
grant them his daughters in marriage. But he had taken 
care to make them promifc to flab their hu(bands on the veiy 
Jirft night of their nuptials, which they all punctually per- 
formed, except one named Hypermmjlra, who privately con- 
veyed her bridegroom Lynceus tq. Lyrctea, a town not far 
from the metropolis. Danaus was no fooner apprifed of her 
difobedience, than he would have put her to death for it ; 
but flie was honourably acquitted by the morg humane Ar- 

' Pa ¥5 an. ubi /upra. 
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Lynceus 



Abas. 



Proetas. 



gives, was again received into favour, and Lynceus declared 
his heir and fucceflbr. As for his other forty nine daughters, 
they are feigned to have been condemned to an endlefs pu- 
nishment in hell for their inhuman treachery, being forced to 
draw out water with buckets, bored with innumerable holes, 
and never to be filled ( C) . 

11. Lynceus , the fon of Mgyptus, expelled, his father-in- 
law out of his kingdom, and reigned in his ftead. In com- 
memoration of his wife's having faved his life, and of the 
Argives having acquitted her, they dedicated a ftatue to Jfe- 
nus 9 and the Argives inftituted a feaft in memory of the fig- 
nal Hypermneftra had given to her hufband.of his being out* 
of danger, and called it the feaji of Flambeaus. 

12. Abas was the fon of Lynceus and Jfyperntnejlra , ; and 
father of Prostus and Acrifius^ by Ocalea the dafighter h£ 
Mantineus. Thefe two fons, who were twins, are faid tq> 
have ftruggled together in their mother's womb, .a fure pre- 
fage of that more fatal ftruggle they had for thfe kingdom 
when they came to manhood. They are reported to have 
been the two firft who made aife of targets in the battles they 
fought againft each other*. 

13. Prcetus found means to ftep firft upon the throne, 
and held it about feventeen years. It was in fome part of 
this time, that Bellerophon king of Corinth y having commit- 
ted manflaughter, came to Argos to be expiated by Prcetus, 
who ft queen Sthenobcea, being charmed with the beauty of 
that prince, folicited him often in vain to an unlawful com- 
merce ; . and at length, to be revenged of his continency, did 
privately accufe him to her hufband of having attempted 
her chaftity. Prcetus^ not fufpe&ing the truth of the accu- 
fation, fent immediately the young Corinthian prince to 
his father-in-law Jobates, with letters, in which he defired 
him torimake away with the innocent ftranger. Jobates fent 
him upon feveral dangerous expeditions, from which, not- 
'withftanding, Bellerophon came off vidtorious, as we fhall fe« 

k Pa us an. in Argolic. Apollod. 1. ii. c. 2: 

(C) This fable fome mythologifts interpret of their being doom-* 
ed to fill the citterns of the citadel, which Danaus built at Argos* 
with water, and probably alfo thofe of the city, which, according 
to the delcription an antient geographer gives us of it (1), feem* 
to have wanted a confiderable fupply of that element. For though 
it.be built upon the river hachus, yet by reafon of its nearnefs tQ 

fhe gulph, it is more than probable, that the waters af it were to* 
brackiih to be drank. 



(1) Strtb. Geogr. L viii. 



when 
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when we come to fpeak of the kings of Corinth >. In the 
mean time Prcetus met with fometbing to turn his thoughts 
another ways his kingdom was invaded by his brother Acri- 
fius f who* proving too ftrong for him, forced him to fly to 
his father-in-law johutes king; of Lycia* Thefe two foon re- 
turned into Argos with an army, took the city of Tyrins> 
and obliged Acrijius to agree to a treaty, by which Prcetus 
had Tyrins and other maritime, and Acrifius Argos ^ and the 
inland towns °>. Praetus had forty three daughters by his 
wife Sthtnobaa* or, as fhe is called by Horner^ Anttsa ; and 
they, with the reft of the women of that country, were 
ieized With a diftemper which they called the fury of Bac- 
chus ; but were cured by an excellent phyfician and footh- 
fayer 5 who had one of the daughters given him in marriage^ 
with a third part of the kingdom, as a reward for his fkilh 
Melampns^ that was the phyfician *s name, obtained another 
daughter, and another third of the kingdom for his brother 
Bias 1 but Prcetus had foon after this partition a fon named 
Mtgapentbts, who fucceeded him in the other third called 
%zryns; but it is likely, that thefe three were again re- 
united, and made a new kingdom of Argos after the death of 
thofe philofophers, as we £hall fee after we have ended the 
tiftory of the kings of Mycena> whofe part from that time 
makes the moft qonfiderable figure, 

14. Acrifius^ on the other hand, had a daughter by his Acrifius 
wife Euridice called Danae, and had been forewarned by the king of 
oracle, that fhe would have a fon by whom he fhould be Mycen*. 
killed. To prevent therefore that young princcfs having 
any converfation with mankind, he caufed her to be clofe 
confined in a ftrong brazen tower, and under fuch ftrift 
watch, that (he might in all likelihood have been out of dan- 
ger of fulfilling the oracle, had not Jupiter melted himfelf, 
as the poets feign, into a golden fhower, which, Aiding 
through the tiles into her lap, eluded all her father's cau- 
tion (D) ». 

The fruit of thefe ftolcn embraces was Perfeus, who 
was no fooner born, than Acrifius ordered him and his mo- 
ther to be put into a cheft, and thrown into the fca j but 

1 Idem, ibid. Ovid. Mctam. Ac. 1,1 Pau«aw. ubi iupra. 

Apoi^lod. ubi fupra. n Avollod. ib. c. 4. 

(D) This golden fhower feems to have been only fame confider- 
abte bribe to thofe who guarded the tower. Some think, that it 
was her uncle Prat/us who found means (o corrupt them, and to gee 

admittance to her. 

L 11 2 Jupiur 
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Jupiter took care to convey them fafe to Seriphus, where 
DicJys, the brother of Polydcdes king of that ifland, brought 
Per fern up as his own fon. By that time he was grown up, 
the king was fallen in love with his mother, and would have 
offered violence to her, had not her fon prevented it. : The 
king, highly provoked at this oppofition, and refolved to be 
at once revenged and rid of him, fent him into Africa to 
fetch the famous Gorgon, Medufa's head, not doubting but 
the attempt would coft him his life. But to his furprize he 
faw the young prince return with the Gorgon (E), and 
Crowned with a two-fold fuccefs, • having in that expedition 
faved Andromeda, the daughter of Cepheus king of Jopps a 
maritime town in Phoenicia, from being devoured by a 
whale (F) 5 in recompence of which fervice flie was given to 
him in marriage. 

At his return into Seriphus, he thought on nething but 
how to be revenged on the luftful and inhofpitable king. 
Here he found, that his mother and Diftys had been forced 
to run into a fan&uary to fkreen themfelves from his brutifli 
violence, and, as the fable goes on, having turned him and 
all his accomplices into ftoncs at the fight of the Gorgon, fet 
up Diclys upon the throne. From thence he went, with his 
mother Danae and his wife Andromeda, into Argus ; but Acri- 
fins, frightened at the news of his being alive and having per- 
formed fuch noble exploits, had retired into Lariffa, a city 
of Pclafgia fituate on the river Penens, whole king Tantalus 
having foon after caufed fome funeral games to be celebrated 
in honour of his deceafed father, Perfeus came thither among 
a great cencourfe of Grecian princes, and by an unfortunate 

(E) It is not improbable, that, according to the account an an- 
ticne writer gives us (2) of this expedition, Medufa had fucceeded 
her father Phorcus in his kingdom, which was fituate along the 
lake Tri/onis, and that (he was a Virago, who, for want of other 
employment, was much ufed to hunting and to fight with her Afri- 
can fubje&s ; and that Perfeus, coming upon her in the dead of the 
night with the choiceft forces of P eloponnefus % furprifed and behead- 
ed her, and carried her head away into Greece^ to be admired for 
its extraordinary beauty (3). The reader may fee what has been 
faid of it by the judicious author laft quoted. 

(F) This whale is fuppofed to have been nothing elfe than a 
fhip fo called, into which Phoenix had feduced her in order to carry 
her away (4). 

m 

(2) Fid. Pauf in ArgoL Apollod /. ii. paf. Dhdor. *icul. BihL 

L iv. W al. (3) Pan fan. ubi fupra, tff Corinth, ch. xxi. 

(4) Conn. Narrat. 40. Rof. Mr/tag. Poetic. Hind. Hi/I. Grttc. 

cafl 
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* 

: caft of the difk (G) whiph fell upon Acrijius\ fcot, who was 
there prefe.nt, killed him* and unwittingly fulfilled the oracle 

upon him °« 

15. Perfeus, though next heir to the kingdom of Argos in Perfeos. 
right of Dame his mother, yet chofe to exchange it with his 
coufin Megapentbes for that fmall one of Tyrins which had 
been left to him by his father Prostus, rather than to return 
.to Argos after this unhappy death of his grandfather. Some 
affirm, that Perfeus reftored his grandfather to his throne, 
after he had been driven .out of it by his brother; but that 
is inconfiftent with their dividing the kingdom by treaty. 
However, after this exchange with Megapenthes, Perfeus 
went and built the city of Mycena, and made it the feat of 
the kingdom. That [of Argos was therefore laid to have 
been tranflated thither, becaufe this new metropolis became 
in a fhort time more populous and opulent than the other. 
After Acrijius's death, the kingdom being thus divided into 
ieveral pieces and among different families, Per/ens, having 
reigned about eighteen years in that of Tiryns, left it to his 
/on Alcaus, and he to Amphitryon, by whofe wife Alcmena^ 
"Jupiter is faid to have begot Hercules, and to have lengthen- 
ed that amorous night as long as three to add the more 
ftrength to the child p . In the mean time Aiv^hitryon, hav- 
ing unawares killed Eledryon, who was both nis uncle and 
father-inrlaw, was forced to fly to "Thebes. Here the child 
Hercules began to give fuch early proofs of his courage, ex- 
traordinary ftrength, and fiercenefs, that he was fent to be 
brought up among fomc fliepherds, where he killed a lion be- 
fore he was eighteen years of age (H) <1. 

16. Eu- 

° Pausan. ubi fupra. Apollod. ubi fupra. P Id. ibid. 

DiODOit. Biblioth. hift. 1. iv. * Apollod. ibid. 

(G) The d ilk was a round piece of iron, lead, braft, or (lone, 
with a hole in the middle, with which the gamcltcrs ufed to exer- 
cife their ftrength and /kill. He who could throw it fartheft won 
the prize ( 5). 

(Hi We have already obferved, that there were many fabulous 
heroes of this name. Diodorus and Eu/ehius mention three : Dio- 
dorus afcribes all thefe fabulous a&ions to the youngcrt who was the 
fon of Alcmena (6-. Sewius fpcaks of four, and Varro of forty 
four ; but the molt remarkable of thefe are the fix mentioned by 
fully * t as follows (7, : 

(5) Potter. Archaolog. Vol. I cb 21. p. 443. {6) Eijl. 

L iv. (7) De Natur. Dcor. lib. iii. 

The 
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Euryf- x6- Euryjlbeus the fon of Sthendus, who was cdme to the 

theus. crown of Mycena^ or, as others have it, fucceeded his fa- 
ther, began to look upon that young hero with a jealous 
eye. His title to the crown, as being the reputed fon of 
Amphitryon his coufin-german, made him fear, left he fhould 
ih time find means to difpoffefs him of it. His fear and ha- 
tred of him foon gre w to fuch a height, that he left no way 
untried to be rid of him, Hercules^ Who was not infenfible 

nedefpemte 



was 



expedition, went to confult the oracle; and Wing anfwered, 
that it was the pleafure of the gods that he fhould fenre Eti- 
ryjiheus twelve years, was caft into fo deep a melancholy, 
that it turned at length into a furious madflefe, during which, 
among other defperate deeds, he put away his wife Megdfa, 
and murdered all the children he had by her, which are fup- 
pofed to have been twelve, becaufe the king impofed the 
fame number of labours upon him as an expiation for their 
murder, after he had recovered his fenfes r . Thefe labours 
being for the moft part fabulous, and fome of them, as we 
have obferved more than once, being probably ftolen frpm 
the hiftory of Sam/on and other Hebrew worthies, we fhall 
give them in the margin, that they may not interrupt the thread 
of our hiftory of this kingdom, with which but few of them 
have an immediate connexion (1). 

1 7 . Jtreps 

r Dio&o*. Apollodor. ubi fupra. 

The firft, begot by the moft antient Jupiter and hyfito, who coiv* 
tended with Apollo for the tripod. 

The fecond, the fon of Nile and an Egyptian, was the inventer of 

the Phrygian chira&ers. 

The third was a native otO-ete (and the fon of the Celtic Jupiter) : 
He was one of the liai DaElyli, or Curetes of mount Ida. 

The fourth was the fon of the fecond Jupiter and Afteria fitter to 
Latona, and father of Carthago ; he was worfliipped by the Syrians. 

The fifth was the Indian Belut. And 

The futh was this Hercules the fuppofed fon of Amphitryon, but 
begot by the third Jupiter upon Alcmena. 

(1) The fix II labour iaipofed upon him was the killing of a lion 
in Nemea a wood of Achaia ; whofe hide was proof againft any 
weapon, fo that he was forced to feize him by the throat and 
ftrangle him ; in memory of which he afterwards wore his fkin a- 

bout his fhoulders. 

In the fecond he kliied the Hydra, a moniter with two heads, 

one of which was no fooner cat off, than two fprang up in its 



room. 



7w 
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17, Atreus the fon of Pelops, and grandfon of Tantalus Atreus, 
king of Lydifj afcended the throne of Mycen<e> after the 

death 

In the third he brought the Erymanthian boar alive upon hi§ 
(holders, at the fight of which the king is faid to have been fo 
frighted, that he ran and hid himfelf in a brazen hoglhead. It 
was-Iikewife in this expedition that he overcame the famous cen- 
taurs (8). 

In his fourth he caught a hart with golden horns and of prodi- 
gious fwjftnefs. 

In his fifth labour he was commanded to cleanfe Augeas y $ ftabl* 
in one day, which he did by turning the river Alpheus into it. 

In the forth he chafed away the mifchievous birds of the lake 
Stympbalis, who are feigned to have lived upon human flefti, and 
to have been at length deftroyed by Hercules'* arrows, or, accord- 
ing^) others, to have been only feared away from thence (9). 

His feventh was to fetch a famous bull from the ifle of Crete, 
with which Pafipbae the wife of Minos is faid to have fallen in 
love. In this expedition, having helped Jupiter to overcome the 
titanic giants, he reconciled Prometheus to him, and Joofed him 
from mount Caucafus. 

The eighth was to fetch the mares of Diomedes out of Thrace, 
which were tied with irbn chains to brazen mangers, and were 
fed with the flefli of the ftrangers that paffed by that way. Hercu- 
les firft threw their inhuman mailer to be devoured by them, and 
then brought the mares to Euryfiheus, who dedicated them to Juno. 
Their breed is faid to have continued till Alexander** time. Be- 
twixt this and his next talk he is fuppofed to have gone upon the 
Argonautic expedition, of which we fliall fpeak in due time. 

In his, ninth he fetched away the girdle of the queen of the 

Amazons \ and 

In the tenth the oxen of Geryon out of Iberia or Spain, in the 
fartheft parts of which he erected his two pillars, as the utmoft li- 
mits of the then known world. Thefe ten labours he atehieved, 
as the fable fays, in a little above eight years. In this expedition 
he is Hkewife affirmed to have killed Antaus, a famous giant of a 
monftrous fize, who, when weary with wrcftling or labour, was im- 
mediately refrelhed by touching 1 the earth. Pliny makes him the 
founder of Tangier. Hercules overcame him in wreflJing, and flew 
him ; and after him the tyrant Bufiris in his way through Egypt. 
This bloody man ufed to facrifice all his gudb and ftrangers upon 
his altars, and defigning to have done the fame by Hercules % was 
ilain by him together with all his attendants. 

Hii two Iaft tafks were fetching Cerberus out of hell, and the 
Befperian golden apples kept by a dragon ; which lall is interpreted 



(8) Fid. P attfan > in Anadic > c. 22 
Siiul. /. iv. 



(9) Apollod. I ii. Diod. 



to 
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death of Euryftheus who left no ifliie. . As for the line of Per- 
,/eus it only fubfifted in Hercules. Atreus is always joiiied 
with his brother Thyeftes as partner of the kingdom, Thefe 
two are juftly branded, the one for his inceft, and the other 
for his horrid murders. Thyeftes for defiling his brothers wife ; 
and Atreus for murdering his brothers fons and feafting him 

with their flefli (K). 

It was in his reign that the Heraclida^ for fo were called 
the fons and defcendants of Hercules^ came under the conduit 
of their champion Hyllus the fon of Hercules^ and claimed 
the kingdom of Mycena, from which they, had been driven by 
Euryftheus. The controverfy was to be decided by fingle 
combat and under thefe conditions, that if Hyllus killed Eii- 
chemus, who had undertook to be champion for Atreus^ then 
this laft fhould relinquifh his kingdom to the Heraclida \ and ' 
if Hyllus was killed, they were to depart immediately, ifigj 
not return into Pcloponnefus till fifty years were expired. It 
happened, that Hyllus was killed by his antagonift, fo that 
Atreus obliged them to leave the. kingdom. Some of the He- 
raclidce went to Tricorintbus^ ana* others to Dorus^ to whofe 
father Hercules had left the region of* Heftiaotis in truft for 
them, and demanded it of him^ upoit^v&ch they Were in- 
corporated with the Dores. Their grandmother Alcnrna y 
difappearing about this time, as'fhe was returning to Thebes^ 
had divine honours inftituted and paid to her f . Atreus was 
foon after their departure killed by- Mgifthus^ and fucceededby 

his own fon. : ~- 

Jlgamem- jg, Agamemnon^ who was reckoned at that time the weal- 

™' thiuit and mod powerful potentate in all Greece. His domi- 
nion extended not only through a confiderable part of Peh- 
pennefusy but alfo to feveral neighbouring iflands. So that 
having a larger fleet, and a greater number of fea-ports, his 
commerce and revenue exceeded that of his cotemporary kings. 
This was the main reafon of his being cbofen general of the 

f Pausan. Apollod. ubi fupra, &al. 

to have been fome fine herd of cattle kept by fome ftout man, and 
brought out of Africa to the king. As to his other exploits they 
will be mentioned in their proper place. 

(K) The poets feign, that the fun went back at the fight of 
this horrid feaft. As for Tbyejles, he went to confult Apollo how he 
Might he revenged on his brother, and was anfwered, that if he 
would lie with his own daughter Pclopea, he would beget a fon that 
Ihould murder both Atreus and his fon Agamemnon. He did fo, and 

JBgiJtiits, the fruit of this ffcond inceft, fulfilled the prophecy. 

Tnjan 

t 
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T r ojan expedition for the recovery of Helena, his brother Me- 
nelaus's wife. 

The fuccefs of that expedition, the facrifice of Iphlgenia, 
and other circumftances relating to this prince, have been 
feen in a former chapter f , After taking of that city, be- 
fides feveral other jars which happened between the allied mo- 
narchs, about the parting of the booty, the difpofition of their 
forces, and the like, a fatal quarrel arofe between Agamemnon 
and his brother. The latrer was for failing homewards out of 
hand, and the other for flaying to facrifice to Minerva. The 
confequence was, that they parted in great anger. Agamemnon 
having weathered feveral ftorms, which the goddefs Pallas, 
as the poets feign, had fent both to him and his confederates 
during their return homewards, arrived at laft at Mycernz, 
where he was murdered by his coufin-german Mgijihus and 
his wife Clytemnejlra, v/ho during his abfence had contracted 
an unlawful amour together. 

19. Mgijlhus was the fon of Thyejles, begot on his daugh- iEgifthiw, 
ter Pelopea by the advice of the oracle mentioned in the laft 

note. His mother, to conceiil the foulnefs of her pregnancy, 
expofed him in the woods, where a fhepherd finding him, 
nurfed him with goats milk, from which he was called /Egi/i- 
hus. The unlawful commerce he had afterwards with Clytem- 
nejlra, during Agamemnon's abfence, made them both fear left 
they £hould fall a facrifice to the refentment of that prince ; 
and the oracle had pronounced him the murderer of both him. 
and his father. The two guilty lovers were therefore foon de- 
termined to the fa£t, and having murdered Agamemnon feized 
upon the kingdom and held it about ten years, but both he 
and his paramour were at length murdered by Orcjles Agamem- 
non** fon. 

20. OreftcS) who was but a child when his father was killed, w * 
had been privately conveyed to Strophius in Phocis by EleJIra 

his father's fifter ; but as foon as he was come to riper years, 
he returned to My cents, and, having murdered the ufurper 
and his own mother, took poflcffion of the kingdom, and of 
that of Argos, whofe throne was become in a manner vacant 
by the flight of Diomcdcs into Italy, after his return from the 
fiege of Troy. The occaiion of this flight we fliall fee in the 
fequel of the remaining kings of Argos, after its being parted 
from that of Mycena. Orcjles ran raving mad foon after at the 
guilt of his parricide, or, as the poets feigned, was tormented 
for it by the furies. Being again rcftorcd to his fenfes, and vex- 
ed to find, that Hermionc, his uncle Mentions 1 * daughter, 

f Sec p. 1S3. & feq. 

M in m whom 



The fabulous and heroic Times. Book I. 

whom her grandfather Tyndareus had promifed to him in mar- 
riage, had been efpoufed to Pyrrhns the fon of Achilles, he 
went and killed him in the temple of Apollo at Delphi^ and 
married Hermione, by whom he got alfo the kingdom of 

Sparta *. 

With. Orejles we may mention here his faithful and con- 
fhnt friend Pylades the ion of Strcpbius, with whom he had 
been brought up. Thefe two are famed for having been fo 
like each other in face, fhape, temper, and affe&ion, that 
they feemol to have had but one foul, and were not to bedif- 
tingui/hed from one another. Infomuch, that when Thoas 
king of Taurica would have put Orejies to death, they both 
affirming to be the fame perfon, and both ready to die each for 
his friend, the king could not poffibly find out which was the 
right perfon, but admired their extraordinary friendftlip, which 
was indeed fuch, that it palled into a proverb, 
p ... 21. Penthilns, or according to others Tifamenus, fucceed- 
rentJulus. edhjs f dlhQr Orejles in both kingdoms ; but in lefs than three 

years he was killed in a battle which he fought againft the 
Acbai, whom he had driven from Argos and Mycena^ and 
had reduced to the neceflity of driving the Ionian* out of Mgi- 
aha into Attica. After his death the Heraclida, who had 
already got the greateft part of Peloponnefus, made themfelves 
matters of thefe two kingdoms alfo, which they held until 
the conqueft of that peninfula by the Macedonians c . 
AdraSus After the parting of the kingdoms of Mycena and Argos, 
in Argos. and^of the latter into three parts, as we have feen above; 

we find Adrajlus the fon of Talaon and Eurynome reigning in 
Argos , and defcended from Perfeus. This valiant prince 
married his two daughters, the one to Polynices prince of 
Thebes, and the other to Tydeus, upon the following accident. 
Thefe two princes were come to Argos, the former to beg 
the king's afliftance againft his brother Eteocles^ who had de- 
prived him of his yearly fhare in the government, and the lat- 
ter was fled thither from Calydonia for man-flaughter. Thefe 
two happened to have a iquabble in fome of the out-buildings 
of the palace, which alarmed Adrajlus, and forced him to 
come and enquire the occafion of the difturbance. He had 
formerly been advifed by the oracle to give his two daughters, 
the one to a lion, and the other to a boar, and had been doubt- 
lefs very much puzzled to find out the meaning of it ; but at 
his coming out he found, to his joy and furprizc, an agree- 
able folution of it, Polynices bore a lion, and Tydcus a boar 
upon hi« Ihield, upon which he immediately gave his daughters 



* Apollo*. c Pausan. ubi fupra. 
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to them, Argia to the former, and Dcipyle to the latter, 
whofefon fucceeded him afterwards in the kingdom. 

Soon after this, being refolved to affift Polynices , heraifed 
a good army, and procured the beft commanders he could 
to accompany him. Among thefe wasone Amphiaraus^ a good 
officer and' great foothfayer, whom he had in vain attempted 
to gain, till Polynices bethought himfelf of the following ftra- 
tagem. They offered to make his wile Eriphyle umpire 
whether he £hould go or not, and having bribed her before- 
hand with a coftly bracelet, ihe decided in the affirmative ; 
upon which Amphiaraus^ who forefaw that none of the chief 
officers would efcape except the king, and thinking on no- 
thing but how to be revenged on his faithlcfs wife, left ftrici 
charge with his two fons before he departed, that, as foon as 
they were come of age, they ftiould kill her, and make war 
againft the king of Thebes u . 

AdraJluS) marching with his army through the wood of 
Nemeay met with a woman carrying a child in her arms. This 
was the unfortunate daughter of Thoas king of Lcmnos^ whom 
ftie had faved, when the reft of the Lemnian women had killed 
by one confent all the males of that ifland with an intent to 
turn Amazons. For this her filial piety, they had fold her to 
pirates, who brought her to Lycurgus king of the country 
about Nemea 9 whole fon Avchemorus, or, as others call him, 
Opbeltes, flie was nurfing, and had then in her arms. The 
Ar gives defired her to direct them to fume water, and fhc 
laying down the boy went to fhew them a fountain. At her 
return, finding that the child had been killed by a fcrpent, 
fhe went and hid herfelf for fear of her matter's anger, and 
Amphiaraus fent her fons word foon after where their mother 
was. The Argivcs killed the fcrpent, and in memory of the 
dead child, they are faid to have inftitutcd the games called 
Nemean, in which A draft us won the race by the fwiftnefs of 
his horfe Avion. Tydeus got the prize at whorlbats, Poly,./- 
ces at wreftling, Amphiaraus at running and quoits, Parthcno- 
ptvus at fhooting, and Laodicus at darting 

From the Ne?nean woods they went and encamped at the 
foot of Cithccron^ a famed hill among the poe ts, amop;_r other 
things for the infamous revels which the prieftcfles of Bacchus, 
to whom the hill was confecrated, ufed to keep there. Here 
they fent Tydeus to Thebes 9 to demand of Eteocles the perfor- 
mance of the con tradfc between Polynices and him. Upon his 
refufal, Tydeus , dsfirous partly to fhew his own courage, 
and partly to try that of the Thebans^ gave feveral challenges 
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to their moffc noted champions, in which he (till came off 
conqueror. The Thcbans, envious of his fuccefs, fent fifty 
of their choiceft men to way-lay him in his return to Githez- 
ron, who were all killed except one, whom he fent back to 
Thebes to acquaint Eteocks with his courage and fuccefs. The 
At gives on the other hand hearing what lad pafled, refolved 
upon the fiege of the city ; the ill fuccefs of which we (hall 
fee in its proper place. All that needs be faiJ here is, that 
Adrafius owed his efcape to the fwiftnefs of his horfe, and 
Ampbiaraus is faid to have been f wallowed up alive by the 
earth, together with his chariot and horfes, near the river If- 
mem, or perhaps drowned altogether in that river. The other 
Jive generals did likewife lofe their lives, fo that it proved 
even as Ampbiaraus had forefeen, that Adrajius alone (hould 
furvive that expedition 5 and even he was forced to take re- 
fuge at the altar of mercy of the Athenians, and to beg their 
afliftance, that the Ar gives might at leaft he enabled to reco- 
ver the dead bouiCi of his foldiers and fuljects, which the 
Thcbans refufed to deliver up. The Athenians readily granted 
his requeflv and forced the Thcbans into a compliance with 
it, after which v/e herir no more of him. 
iUgialcus. He was fucceciLd by his fon JEgialeus, who, about ten 

years after the defeat before Thebes, entered into a confede- 
racy wirh Dicmedes, the fon of Lis brother-in-law Tydeus, 
and with the five funs of the other generals who had loft their 
lives in that expedition to revenge their deaths upon the The- 
hans, and if poffijle to level that city with the ground. 
Thence thefe (even captains v/ere called Epigoni. The oracle 
being e on ful red prom i fed them fuccefr, provided they chofe 
Alcmeeon the fon of slmphiaraus their general. They did fo, 
and came off \ ictorious accordingly, as we fhall fee in the 
next fection. 

Biomedcs After this Diomedes, the fan of Ty dens the fon-in-law 

of Adr <jhts, who was aJfo king- of JEtolia, came to the crown 
of Avros in ri A\z of his wife, and was the Jalt kino; of it. Af- 
tcr his fuccefsful cntcrprifc againft Thebes, he lifted himfelf 
in that air-tinft T?c, and was one of that fmall number of 
princes which returned fafe home. Upon his arrival at Ar~ 
i\ lie fjand that his wife Jiigia/e, whom Venus had plagued 
vei:h a furzr uleri in revenge of the wound which he had 
£he:i her at the fiege of Trey, had entertained a criminal fa- 
milial kv wkh Certifies the fon of Sthiulns, one of the heroes 
t]i it went ie> the fie^e of 1 rcy. When ihe found that her huf- 
band had difcovered her intrigue, (lie attempted to kill him, 
1 ut he ftrft retired to the temple of 'Juno, and thence into 
Apulia, then a fmall kingdom in Italy, Here he found 

D annus 
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Daunus the king of it ftraitly befieged, wio promifed him part 
of his kingdom if he could beat his enemies. Dlomedes did 
it with fuccefs, and built a city there, which lie called Argos 
Hippiu?n^ whence in procefs of time it changed its name into 
Argyrippa. He was afterwards killed by Daunus^ and, ac- 
cording to the poetic fidtion, his companions, who greatly 
lamented his death, were turned into fwans, or birds very 
much like them. 

In the mean time the Heraclidar^ fince their firft expul- 
fion out of Peloponnefus by Euryjlhcus king of Argos, had 
made feveral fruitlefs attempts to regain it. The firft, as 
we have feen, was in Atreus's time under Hyllus ; another 
under his fon Cl<zodeus\ a third under his grandfon Arijh- 
macbus. This laft prince left three fons, Temenus y Crcfphon- 
tes, and Arijlodcmus^ who, when they came of age, confut- 
ed the oracle concerning the fuccefs of a new invafion, and 
received this ambiguous anfwer, that it would fucceed if they 
went by the way of Stenygrus ; but they thinking the narrow 
paflage of the ifthmus to be meant by it, invaded it by that 
way, and Arijlomachus loft the battle and his life in the at- 
tempt x . 

The Pythonefs, being upbraided with it by his fons, made 
anfwer,. that their anceftors had brought their misfortunes 
upon themfelves by miftaking her words. Thus when Hyl- 
lus was bid to wait for the third fruit, the oracle meant the 
third generation, and not, as he miftook it, the third crop ; 
and that now by Stenygrus was not meant the neck of land, 
but the deep fea on the right hand of the peninfula. Upon 
this anfwer they went to build a navy at JEtolitt, lince called 
upon that account Naupaftus. During their ft ay here, A- 

rijlodemus the youngeft of the three was killed by lightning, 
and left two twins, Euryfthenes and Procles. Soon after this 
a more fevere misfortune befel them, for their fleet was de- 
ft royed, and their army laboured under a grievous famine- 
The oracle was applied to afrefli, and anfwered, that yfpolh 
had fent thofe plagues upon them, becaufe theifhad murdered 
his prophet Camus. There had indeed been fuch a man a- 
inong them whom Hippotcs killed, becaufe he took him to be 
fome magician v/ho came to delude the arm)' ; to expiate 
which crime, he was ordered by the oracle to be banifhed ten 
years. 

The Heraclldte were alio promifed better fuccefs, pro- 
vided they put themfelves under the command of a general 
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that had three eyes, but where to find fuch a one was the dif- 
ficulty ; at length they met an Mtolian named Oxylus, who 
was returning from Peloponnefus into his own country, which 
he had been forced to fly a year before for the unfortunate 
murder of his brother. This man and the horfe, or mule, 
he rode upon, having but three eyes between them, was im- 
mediately fuppofed to be the perfon pointed at by the oracle, 
upon which they chofe him for their general, and promifed 
him the country of Ells as a recompencc y . They then gave 
out, that they were going to enter the peninfula at the ifth- 
mus, which drew all the Peloponnefan forces thither, and 
failing up the Stenygrusj as the oracle had directed them, 
landed their forces at Molycriwn without any oppofition. 

Three of the kingdoms of Peloponnefus they challenged 
as their undoubted right, namely Argos, Myccna^ and Lace- 
demon (L). The firlt of thefe they got with feme difficulty, 
and Tifamenus the king of it was either killed % or efcaped 
by flight Myccnts they conquered with the fword, and 
expelled all the Neft avian family, who went and fettled at 
Athens.^ where Alcmaon and Paon became the heads of two 
confiderable families in that city 7. As for Laccdemon, Spar- 
ta being betrayed to them by one PhiUnomns they entered 
it with the found of the flute, which inftrument became much 
in vogue, as it was thought both to infpire the foldiers with 
courage, and to keep them in their ranks c. They alfo kept 
their promife v/ith their three-eyed general, who being des- 
cended from JEtolus had a right to the country of EIis 9 from 
which the latter had been baniJhed by Salmon sus king of the 
Epkciy who were now in poffeflion of it. Thefe agreed with 
the HcraclidcZ) that the pretenfions of Oxylus fhould be de- 
cided by fingle combat, according to the Grecian cufrom, 
and the Ephcan champion being killed, EUs was reftored to 
its right owner. After thefe fuccefles the three brothers, 
having raifed three altars to Jupiter Patrius, rcfolved to di- 
vide their conqueft by lot. Crefphontes is fuppofed by fome 
juggle to have made the kingdom of Mycena y the richeft and 

1 Apollo d. ubi fupra. c. viii. * Pa us an. Eliac. Strab* 
Geogr. lib. x. 3 Apollod ubi fupra. f Pausan. Argol. 
h Pausan. ubi fupra. Stuab. lib. x. c Id. 1. viii. 

(L) The firil of thefe was their right, as being the defendants 
of Per /ens ; whereas the then king Tifamefius, who was of the race 
of Pelof/f, had no right to the crown. Mycc/iar.and Lacedemon they 
claimed in right of Hercules, who, having conquered them, had 

left the full to Nejior, and the lull to Tyndareus, in truft for his own 
children-. 

molt 
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moft fruitful of the three, to fall to his lhare. Temenus had 
Argosy and Lacedemon was divided between Euryjihenes and 
Procles the fons of Arijiodemus *, as fball be fejeflf in its 
place. 

Temenus now fixed in Argos, betrayed fuch an extraordi- Temenas 
nary fondnefs for his fon-in-law Deiphontes^ who was def- a t Argos. 
cended from Ctefipbiis th$ fon of Hercules by Dejanira y that 
his other fons, who had reafon to fear he would appoint him 
his fucceffor, hired the Titans to murder their father. Te- 
menus being dead, fome authors tell us, the army, abhorring 
the parricides, fet the crown upon Deiphontes and his wife * 5 
but Paufanias tells us, that it fell to his eldeft fon Cifus *. 

However that be, from this time the royal prerogative 
began to lofe ground very faft, as we obferved before. To 
Cifus fucceeded Lacidamus, who had little elfe than the title 
of a king. His fon Meltas, impatient of fuch reftraint, en- 
deavoured, when it was too late, to'reftore it to its antient 
dignity, but the people were by that time grown fo power- 
ful and headftrong, that as foon as they found out his defign, 
they put an effectual flop to it, and a final end to the kingly 
power, reducing the government into a downright demo- 
cracy, and condemning their unhappy prince to death r. 

The kingdom of My cents ^ or Aicjfnia^ v/as not much 
longer lived. For though thefe two did outvie that of Spar- 
ta by far at firft, yet the latter foon grew to fuch a height of 
power and fplendor, as both to eclipfc and overpower them 
in the wars which they had afterwards with them. To avoid 
repetitions we fhall defer the further account of them till we 
come to fpeak of Sparta, All that need be added here is, 
that CrefphonteSy who, as we obferved before, had juggled 
himfelf into Mycencc^ foon loll his new-gotten kingdom and 
his life, being murdered by (he nobles with two of his fons, 
for his extraordinary largeiles to the people. His third fon 
Mgyptusj or rather fF,pitus> fled to Cypfelus king of Arcadia^ 
who was his grandfather by the mother's fide, and wTien of 
age obtained his ailiftancc to regain his kingdom, killed the 
ufurper of it, and by wifely dividing his favours and largcffcs 
between the nobles and the people gained the affections of 
both to fuch a degree, that the kings, who had till then been 
called HcracUdcVy were from thenceforth called ALpytidtv in 
honour of him b '. But this popular liberality, though now 

[ * Poly;en. Stratagem. Vid. Hind. hilt. Grace, lib. ii. 
* Poly jen. ubi fupra. Atoll, ubi fupra. * Pausan. in 
Meffenic. f A polled, ubi fupra. c Vid, Pausan. in 

Meffenic. 
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fo fuccefsful, proved fatal to the regal dignity ; the fubjecTrs 
grew daily more and more encroaching* and the kings more 
tenacious of their prerogative, till it ended in the excifion of 
mona^lhy and a total change of government. 

SECT. IV. 



The History of the antient kingdom of Attica. 

Geography /jTTI C A was fitu ate along the north coaft of the gulph 

u J. Q £ § aron ^ bounded on the weft by Megara and part of 

Bceotia^ on the north by the Euripic gulph, now S tret to de 
negro pontc, and on the eaft by the Mgean fea. It reached 
in length from north-weft to fouth-eaft, about fixty miles, 
that is from 24 deg. 40 min. to 25 deg. 41 min. eaft longi- 
tude. Its breadth from north to fouth, where it was broad- 
eft, was about fifty fix miles, and decreafing as it came nearer 
to the fea a . 

The foil is naturally barren and craggy, and made fertile 

chiefly by the indefatigable induftry of the people ; hence it 
was, that it often enjoyed a profound quietnefs, when other 
more fruitful countries were expofed to frequent incurfions. 
So that having above all others preferved its antient inhabitants 
gave rife to their extravagant notion, that they, like other 
infers, were the fpontaneous product of the foil, and as a 
badge of it, Thucydides tells us, they wore a golden grafhop- 
pcr in the curls of their hair. However, they were much 
more advantageoufly fituated for commerce, having fevcral 
rood ports the chief of which was that of Pyreeus\ whofe ha- 
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ven, diftant from Athens the metropolis of Attica about two 
miles, had a communication with it by a channel, guarded 
011 each fide with two ftronff walls, reaching from the one to 
the other, for the fecurity of the merchandife that went up 
to that capital. It had moreover a wide harbour capable of 
G//V.p- containing above 100 iliips h . There were fome other ports 

and cities of note in this kingdom, (he chief of which next 
to Athens was Elnfis, on the fame gulph, and near the 
• roafts of Ms^arj, upon which account it had been once fo 
ftrongly fortified ih.it it was reckoned impregnable (A). 

2. Rhamnus s 

a Meia, Cluver. Cyzwt. & al. b Tnuc yd. 1. ii. 

1 

(A) This city is fa id to have been, built by one EJct//ius % who 
having entertained Ceres there," when flic went in fearch of her 
daughter, Hie taught him agriculture as an acknowledgment for 

his 
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%. Rhamnus, famed for the temple of Ampbiaraus y and the 
ftatue of Nemefis (B). But the largeft and moft opulent was 
the metropolis, called at firft Cecropia from Cecrops the foun- 
der of it ; but afterwards Athens from the goddefs Minerva 
(C), whom the Greeks called Athene, and to whom that city Athens 
was dedicated, and in whofe honour were inftitutedthe yearly 
games called Panathenaa. It was chiefly famed, befides 
its ftrength, beauty, and opulence j i. For the inviolable 
faith of its citizens, whence Fides Aitica became a common 
proverb ; 2. For being the nurfery of the beft fcholars 
and orators, choiceft wits, and greateft philofophers ; and, 
3. For having produced the greateft number of brave ge- 
nerals of any city in the world, Rome not excepted, upon 
all which accounts it was juftly efteemed one of the eyes of 
Greece c . 



c Just in. lib. ii. c. 6, Pai/s an. in Attic. 

his hofpitality. Hence that goddefsis fome times called Eleufina by 
the poets ( \). 

(B) The goddefs cf juftice, called a!fo Rhamna fia from this town 
where her temple flood (2). 

(C) The occafion of it, as the ftory goes, is, that Cecrops not 
knowing what name to give to his new-built city, an olive-tree and 
a fountain of water, or, as others have it, a horfe appeared. The 
oracle being confulted, anfwered, that "Neptune and Minerva were 
contending for the honour of naming it, that the olive was the gifc 
of Minerva, and the fountain (or horfe) that of 'Neptune \ and that 
that which they efteemed the moft beneficial to mankind (hould 
adjudge the prize to the giver. The men and the women being 
affembled to give their judgment, the former gave it for the god, 
but the women, who were more in number, gave it for the goddefs, 
and the city was called from her Athene. Neptune, in revenge of 
the affront, drowned their territories about it ; and the men, to 
appeafe his anger part three votes againft the women, the one, that 
they fhouid not be called Athenians, but Atticans ; the fecond, that 
they ihould have no vote in public matters ; and laftly, that no 
children fhouid thenceforth bear their mother's name. The poets 
have embeliifhed this ftory after their way, by pretending, that 
thofe deities did vifibly contend for thofe places, as they did alfo 
for ieveral others, and that either Jupiter, or themlclvcs, left 
the arbitration of the difputc to fome proper judges. We (hall 
meet with fome further inltances of this kind of contention in the 
fequel {3). 



( 1 ) rid. Steph. de urb. in -?-r. ( 2) Li. Plutarch. tsV. ( $) 
Jlpollod. ubi fupra, Pan fan, in Attica. 
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The chief river in this kingdom is the A/opus, flow- 
ing from the' lake Copals, through Bceotia and Attica, 
and fplitting itfelf into two ftreams, which divide the famous 
plains of Marathon, empties itfelf into the Mgean fea. 

The government from its firft foundation to the Archontes, 
continued altogether monarchical, under a fucceffion offeven- 
teen kings. What is moft remarkable of all is> that they 
did not reduce it, like other kingdoms, into a common- 
wealth, and out of a diflike to the regal dignity, but rather 
changed only the name of it, out of a deep refpeft to the laft 
monarch, who bore the title of king. For this glorious 
prince, having generoufly facrificed his life to the fafety of 
his fubjects, the grateful Athenians refolved, that no man 
from thenceforth Ihould bear the title of king, and gave that 
oi Arch on to his Con and fucceflbr d , which continued during 
ten fucceflions. So that the only difference between the 
kingly and the Archontic government was, that the former 
defcciided by inheritance, and the latter by ele&ion, and 
that thefe were accountable to the people whenever it was 
required. 

The riches of this kingdom, occafioned by its great com- 
merce and frugality, are faid to have amounted to 1200 {Attic) 
talents a year d ; this vaft income gave them a conficlerable 
fuperiority over all their neighbours, not only as it enabled 
them to keep a greater army and navy than they, but alfo as 
they could make ufe of it to gain any other eftates to their 
fide j and as their coin was commonly ftamped with the 
figure of an ox, hence was the phrafe fo frequent among the 
Greeks, of a thing being worth ten or a hundred oxen f. 
Hence alio came the common proverb, Bovem habet in lingua, 
when a man was thought bribed to fpeak contrary to his own 
fentiments. 

This kingdom is generally allowed to have been founded 
by Cecrops an Egyptian, who brought hither a colony of 
Saits c , a people who lived upon one of the mouths of th« 
Nile called Saiticum, about the year of the world 2448, and 
of the flood 1443, or, according to Eufebius's chronology, 
780 years before the firft olympiad (D). It continued under 

iu 

■ 

d Thucydid. ubi fupra. f Vid. Pivtarcw. in vie. 

Thef. c D10D011. Sic. lib. 1. 



(D) Some authors, who make Ogyges to have been king of Atti* 
cs at that time in which it was dcitroyed by tke deluge which bears 

his 
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its monarchs 487 years, according to the fame chronology, 
during which time it doth not appear that the Athenians felt 
any grievances, that could induce them to exchange that 
form of government for any other. The Archonik go- 
vernment which followed, though made ele&ive by their law, 
yet continued in the family of their laft king 312 years longer, 
that is till the year of the world 3252, and of the flood 2247, 
from this time to that of receiving the government into a 
commonwealth, A. M. 3412- there elapfed 160 years. The 
whole duration then of this government from Cecrops to So- 
lon amounts to 960 years. 

its name (4), place the foundation of this kingdom ftill farther off, 
namely 200 years earlier. Who this Ogyges was, is not eafy to 
guefs : Some make him an Egyptian, and fome an Arcadian : Some 
think he reigned in Attica, and others at Thebes. Under this un- 
certainty we choofe to date the foundation of the kingdom from 
Cecrops , who, if Ogyges had really reigned there, may at feaft b« 
reckoned the reftorer of it, and theperfon from whom the fucceflion 

of Attic princes is derived. 

We muft own, however, that according to this fuppofition of his 
being the firft founder of the kingdom, thofe of Thebes and Sparta 
will Hand foremoft in point of antiquity, though in no other refpect ; 
but this is not worth inverting the order we gave them at firft in our 

plan of this work. 

This Cecrops is feigned by the poets to have been partly man and 
partly fenent or dragon, thar is, according ; to Juftin (5), becaufe 
he was the firft that coupled male and female in matrimony, or, ac- 
cording to Demoflhenes and the reft of the vain Grecians, becaufe he 
had the wifdom of a man and the ftrength of a dragon, or came a 
dragon or barbarian out of Egypt, and poiifhed himfelf into a man 
in Greece ; but more probably, eith r as he was the firft inftitutot 
of marriage, or becaufe he underftood the Egyptian and Greek 
tongues. Some authors have, though without any foundation, 
affirmed him to have been drowned in the Rid fea with Pharaoh's 
Loft, in whofe time he lived .6). 

(4} De hoc via*. IhUanlc. Ca/hr. Thai Polyhifl. Eufeb. fcf a L 
ApolloU. I ii. ( 5) lib ii. c /. \.0) Eufeb. Chron. vid.PolyhijL 
iUi^lcigb llcyl (S al. 
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The antient kings of Athens : 



3 
4 

5 
6 



Cecrops 

Cranaus 

Amphittyon 

EriSfhonius 

Pandion 

Ereftheus 



j Cecrops II. 

8 Pandion II 

9 /Egeus 

10 Thefeus 

11 Mnejiheus 

12 Demophon 



13 O xylites 

14 Ampbydas 

1 5 Tbymetces ah 

Thy?nedes 

16 Melanthus 

17 Codrus 



The Names of the thirteen Archons who fucceeded thefe 



icings were, 



1 Medon 

■ 

2 Accajlus 

3 Arcbippus 

4 Therfippus 

5 Phorbas 

6 Megacles 
j Diagneius 

8 Phereclus 

9 Auritthon 

10 Tbefpiaus 

11 Agamejlor 

12 /Efchylus 

13 Alcmaon 



the fon of 



Codrus, 

Medon. 

Acajlus. 

Archyppus. 

Therftppus. 

Phorbas. 

m 

Megacles . 

Diagnetus. 

Phereclus. 

Auritthon. 

Tbefpiaus. 

Agamejlor. 

/Efchylus. 



1 . Cecrops built the city of Athens^ as -we /aid before, maiv 
l ied the daughter of Attceus^ fuppofed to have been king of 
Attica before him, and in right of her laid the foundation 
of a new monarchy. He is faid to have been the firft who 
deified Jupiter 1 and ordained facrifices to be offered to him 
as the fupreme deity. He is likewife affirmed to have been 
the firft who fet up altars and idols, offered facrifices, and in- 
fl-ituted ir.urrirgc among the Grecians^ who before his time, it 
feems, lived promifcuoufly, and coupled as their fancy led 
them. Paujanias tells us^ that he forbad facrificing any liv- 
ing creatures to the gods, or any fort of offerings, except a 
kind of feikcd or horned cakes, called by the Athenians Pc- 
I an Gits, and in Greek Bo^, which fignifies likewife an ox. 
This led Eufebius into the miftake which we find in the firft 
bejok of his chronicle, where he affirms, that Cecrops was the 
hi ft who facrificed an ox to Jupiter ; whereas that creature, 
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fo efteemed by the Athenians on account of its ferviceablenefs 
in agriculture, was not facrificed by them till the time of 
EreSlheuS) who offered one to Jupiter Polieus, or protestor of 
the city ; and then, Paufanias tells us, that the prieft who 
knocked it down, being feized with horror at the fa<9:, flung 
his hatchet down and fled out of Attica. From Cecrops the 
Athenians afFe&edto call themfelves Cecropidcc during the five 
following reigns, after which they changed it for that of 
Ereftbydce, in honour of EreSfheus their fixth monarch. 
Cecrops reigned fifty years, according to Eufebius and St. 
Jeromy and left only three daughters, viz. Herfe, Aglauros^ 
and Pandrojos^ of whom we fhall fpeak in a following note. 
As for his fon Eryficthon, he died before his father. So that 
after Cecrops's death, Cranaus, one of the wealthieft citizens 
of Athens and in the greateft credit, found means to afcend 
the' Attic throne, probably by the marriage of one of his 
daughters. 

2. Cranaus enjoyed the kingdom about ten years, during Cranaus. 
which time having unfortunately married one of his daughters 
named Attis to Amphictyon the fon of Deucalion, he was by 

him dethroned and forced to retire into the city of Lamprea, 
where he led a private life to the laft, and where the Lain- 
preans fhewed his tomb. From his daughter Attis the coun- 
try, till then called ARcca, took the name of Attica. 

3. Amphiftyon (E), after he had reigned about ten, or, Arnphic- 
according to the laft quoted authors, twelve years, was himfelf tyon. 
depofed, and outed by 

4. Ericthonius, who was the reputed fon of Vulcan and E r ; c tho* 
Tethys (F). He is (aid to have been the firft inventer of n i us . 
coaches, being lame of his feet : He reigned fifty years. 

5. Pandion, the fon of Eriftbonius, and father of Progne Pand ion. 
and Philomela ; whofe hard fate, fo famous among the poets, 

8 Apgllou. I. iii. c. 3. 

( E) Not that AmphiSiyon who was the firft inftitutor of the court 
of the Amphiftyons or common council of (irccce, but his uncle. 

(F J He is feigned by the poets to have fprung ex [permute Vulcani 
in terrain de/ap/o, by theafliltanceof Minerva who alfo brought him 
up. The fable acj^s, that flie having one day laid the child in a 
covered coffer, gave it in charge to Cect«ps % s three daughters, with 
cxprefs orders not to open it upon any account. Pandrofos obeyed 
the goddefs ; but her two fillers, more curious than flic, having 
ventured to open it, were immediately taken with fuch a phrenfy, 
or, according to the fabulous phrafe, fo tormented with furies, that 
they flung themfelve* down the ileepeft pl:;rc ot il:e citadel, and 
ended their lives. 

is 
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is fuppofed to have broke his heart after he had reigned about 
forty years. 

Erecth- 6. Erectheus, P auction's fon, was reckoned the moft power- 
eus# ful prince of his time ; wherefore Boreas king of Thrace 9 who 

fought his alliance, demanded his daughter Orythia in marri- 
age, and being denyed carried her away by force. EreSiheus^ 
after he had reigned fifty years, was unfortunately killed in a 
battle againft the Eleufians. He left feveral fons, who equal- 
ly contended for the kingdom, and at length agreed to refer 
the decifion to their brother-in-law Xuthus 9 who adjudged the 
kingdom to Cecrops who was the eldeft. For this the other 
two brothers bore Xathus fuch ill-will, that they forced him 
to fly their country, whither he had taken refuge when driven 
from TbeJJaly by his brethern. 
r j, j. Cecrops II. the eldeft fon of Erectheus : this prince is 
" generally allowed to have been thefirft who gathered the peo- 
ple into twelve towns, who had till then lived in houfes and 
cottages, fcattered here and there without order or regular 
diftance ; but he was, after forty years reign, outed the king- 
dom by his two difcontented brethren Metion and Pandorus^ 
and forced to fly into ALgialea, and died there. 
Pandion 8. Pandion II. the fon of Cecrops II. was likewife driven 
II, out of Athens by the fons of his uncle Metion who took the 

adminiftration for fome time. Pandion fled into Megara^ 
where Pylas then reigning gave him his daughter Pe/ia, and 
afterwards made him his fuccefibr. During his abode there he 
had four fons, with whom he came into Athens (G), whence 
he expelled the fons of Metion ^ and, after he had reign- 
ed z fhort time, either left the kingdom among his four fons, 

or they agreed to divide it among chemfclves after his death; 
notwithftanding which the royal dignity did in effedt remain 
with the eldeft h /Egeus. 

9. /EgettS) when he came to the crown, finding himfelf 

h Pa u san. Apollod. ubi fupra. 

(G) It is indeed much more likely, that he never returned into 
Athens, but that after his fons were grown up, lie fent them to ie« 
cover that kingdom from the Metionid-e y fo that having all ilia red 
alike the danger, they thought it reasonable cofliarc alike in the con- 
quelt. 

The fpn.ee therefore of twenty live years, a 'lowed by chronolo- 
gies {~ , in their Cither's reign, feema rather rieii^ned to mark tht 
Interval of the intrnep,num or ufurpation, from Cecrops'* expulfion 
to ilia grand Ton Aigeus"* rc^n. 
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defpifed by.his fubjecls, becaufe he could get no children by 
his wives, and fometimes infulted by his brother Pallas, who 
by that time had got no lefs than fifty fons befides daughters, 
went to confult the Delphic oracle, and was anfwered, that 
he muft forbear the ufeof women till his return into Athens*. 
This puzzling anfwer forced him to apply himfelf to Pittheus 
king of Trcezen, who was then famed for his extraordinary 
wifdom and flcill in expounding oracles, where this prince 
eafily prevailed with him to lie with his daughter JEthra whom 
he got with child. As none but thefe three were privy to the 
fecret, JEgeus, before his return to Athens, "hid a fword and 
a pair of fhoes under a ftone long enough to cover them, and 
left orders with the princefs, that if the child proved a boy,, 
ihe fhould fend him to Athens with thofe tokens, as foon as 
he was able to lift up the ftone. He charged her moreover to 
ufe all imaginable fecrecy, left the fons of his brother Pallas y 
getting knowledge of it, fhould way-lay and murder him in 
his way to Athens. 

JEthra being foon after delivered of a fon, Pittheus gave 
out, that Neptune was the father of it 5 and when he was fix- 
teen years old, fhe brought him to the ftone, which fhe faw 
him lift up with eafe, upon which fhe difcovered to him the 
whole fecret of his parentage, bid him take up the fword 
and fhoes, and prepare himfelf to go to his father. Both fhe 
and Pittheus, however, advifed him to go by fea, alledging^ 
that fince Hercules' s departure, who had been the great fcourge 
of robbers and banditti, the roads were again fo infefted with 
them, that it was extremely hazardous to travel by land. The- 
feus, this was the young prince's name, who had by that 
time fhewed uncommon marks of courage and ftrength, no 
fooner heard Hercules named upon fuch an occafion, than 
he was fired with a defire to imitate fo noble a pattern ; fo 
that all their intreaties could not difluade him from taking his 
journey by land. The exploits which he performed in his way 
to Athens, having no connexion with either his father's rcigu 
pr his pwn, may be heft feen in the margin (H). 

Whilst 

1 Pl jjta it c 11. invit. Thef. 

(H) His firft encounter after he left Trazen was with Peripbetes 
the fon of Vulcan lurnamed alfo Coryneies % or Club bearer ) from 
the club he ufed to fight with, whom he flew in fingle combat, and 
afterwards carried his club with h:m. The next he overcame was 
Sf/i/iis the fon of Pohpbsmon, lurnamed PityocamVes, from his bending 

vho heads of two tall pines and tying paiien^eis between the oppo- 

lite 
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Whilst Thefeus was ftill at Treezen, his father laboured 
under no fmall perplexities from his fubje6ts and his haughty 
brother and an accident happened which f had almoft driven 
him to defpair. Androgeus, the fon of Minos king of Crete, 
who was come to Athens to be prefent at one of their feafts, 
had unhappily contracted fuch an intimacy with the fifty fons 
of Pallas, that the jealous old king, fearing fome fatal confe- 
quence from it, had caufed that prince to be privately murder- 
ed. Others fay, that the young prince, having undertaken 
to encounter the Marathonian bull, was killed by it. Howe- 
ver that be, Minos, having received the news of his fon's death 
and made feveral vain attempts to revenge it on the Athenians, 
prayed to the gods to do it for him ; upon which the Athenians 
were punifhed with peftilence, famine, and feveral other 
plagues ; and were told by the oracle, that they muft expe£fc 
no relief, till they were reconciled to the Cretan king- Mi- 
nos, refolved to make them pay dear for their deliverance, 
impofed a yearly tribute upon them of feven young men and 
feven young virgins, whom he condemned to be devoured by 
the Minotaur (I), during the fpaceof feven k, or, according 

to 

k Diodor. ubifupra. 

lite branches, which, by their fudden return, did tear them in pie- 
ces : him Thefeus put to the fame death. 

His next exploit was killing the fierce Cromyonian fow, called 
Phaa, which others take to have been a female robber of that name, 
infamous for her thefts, murders, and lewdnefs. 

Scirofj a famous robber, who ufed to throw paflengers down a 
deep rock after he had made them wafh his feet, fell the next victim 
to his valour. Having next fignalized himfelf in the Eleujian games 
by killing Cercyon a famous Arcadiau wreftler, he went to Termione, 
where he killed Damaftes, otherwife called Procrufles, by diftending 
his limbs to the length of his bed, as he ufed to do to thofe who un- 
happily fell into his hands 

LaMy, He went and fetched the famed bull of Marathon and 
brought him alive to Athens, where he facrificed him to Apollo (8 ). 

(1) Feigned by the poets to have been half man and half bull, 
and begot by a bull upon Pufiphae Minors queen ; and who as foon 
as born was by the king's order thrown into the labyrinth and fed 
wiili human fleih ; but more rcafonably fuppofed to have been a 
man of great ilrength and ferocity, and upon that account to have 
be tin furnamed Taurus or Bull. He fcems alfo to have been in great 
power at the Cretan court, either for his conftant victories at the 
games which Minos had inlliruted in memory of his fon, or for 
fbmc other exploits, or perhaps rather for his fierce and cruel na- 
ture ; upon which account it may be rcafonably fuppofed, that all 

: i M PhiUbor. ap Hind, llift. Grarc. lib. i. 
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to others, nine years thefe unhappy vi&ims were to be drawn 
by lot, and what heightned the people's murmurs was, that 
Mgeus, the caufe of thefe misfortunes, being childlefs, was 
the only perfon who was exempt from the punifhment. 

It was now the third time that Minos had fent his bloody 
meflengers to exaft the tribute, when Thefeus, having per- 
formed all thofe glorious exploits abovementioned, was ar- 
rived at his father's capital. The unfortunate king, who had 
received fome years before into his court the famous inchan* 
trefs Medea, in her flight from Corinth, and had been deluded 
with hopes, that fhe would renew his age, and make him ca- 
pable of getting children, had by that time been alfo prevailed 
upon to marry her. Thefeus, whofe birth was a fecret to eve- 
ry one there, was foon difcovered by Medea, who conceived 
fuch jealoufy of him, by reafon of his noble exploits, that fhe 
eafily filled her weak hufoand with fears, and perfuaded him 
to invite the young ftranger, and to poifon him in a glafs of 
wine. As foon as they were fat at table, Thefeus, willing to 
give his father an agreeable furprife, did happily draw his 
fword, as if he defigned to help himfelf with it, which the 
old king no fobner faw, than he hafted to throw down the 
poifoned draught, and embracing his fon, owned him for 
fuch before all the court. This declaration, and the known 
valour of Thefeus, did fo quafh the fanguine hopes of Pallas 
and his fons, that they broke out in open rebellion, but were 
foon after difcomfited by him. 

After this Thefeus> who refolved at any rate to deliver 
his father's country from the bloody Cretan tribute, having 
incouraged his old father with hopes of killing the Minotaur, 
went and willingly offered himfelf to be one of the unhappy 
viftims, and inr&arking with them in one fnip, he gave the 
pilot two fails, the one black, to fail by, and the other white, 
to be hoifted up at their return in cafe he came off victorious. 
At their arrival at Crete he offered himfelf to Minos, and de- 
manded the liberty to fight the Minotaur, or rather his 

1 Pluta rch, ubi fupra. 

the Athenian captives in particular were given to him by that eyaf- 
perated prince, to be ufed with uncommon feverity. For we are 
told (9 , that he was grown to fuch a height of infolence and cru- 
elty, that he was by this time become odious to the whole king- 
dom, and not unlikely to the king alfo, upon his being iufpcdlcd 
to have too great a familiarity with the queen. 

(9) Plutarch, ubi fupra. 

Vol. V, O 0 o champion 
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champion Taurus, in fingle combat, which the king did the 
more readily grant, becaufe he had fome juft reafon to fuf- 
ped, that his queen, a woman of no Angular chaftity, had 
fome criminal commerce with him. Tin feus after this had 
all the fuccefs he could wifh : He killed his enemy, releafed 
all the Athenian captives, prevailed upon Minos to /emit the 
tribute, and obtained his daughter Ariadne in niarriage, not 
indeed with her father's confent ; but fhe, having been an 
eye-witnefs of his valour and addrefs in the late fight, con- 
ceived fuch a paffion for him, that fhe refolved to run away 
with him. He left her however in the ifle of Naxos : and 
fome add, that, after the conqueft of the Minotaur ', Minos 
fell in love with Perihea, one of the feven virgins which The- 
feus had brought with him, and would have detained her. 
T7:efeus ftrenuoufly oppofed it, which fo exafperated the Cre- 
tan king, that, among other ill language which he gave him, 
he told him, that he was not the fon of Neptune, unlefs he 
would fetch his ring which he then flung into the fea. The- 
feus immediately plunged after it, and brought up with the 
ring a golden crown which Amphitrite had put upon his head. 
Minos, however, would not be pacified without Peribe*, and 
Thefeus, ftill perfifting in his denial, was by his order caft 
into the labyrinth, in which the Minotaur ufed to be kept ; 
but he ftayed not long there, before Ariadne furnilhed him 
with a clue, by the help of which he extricated himfelf out of 
it, and fetting out with his fleet for Athens, left Ariadne be- 
hind at the ifland above-mentioned, where Bacchus fell in 
love with her and carried herofF, whilft Thefeus failed home- 
wards towards Athens. Unfortunately fpr them and for JE- 
gcus, their extraordinary joy for their late fuccefs made them 
forget to difplay the white flag in token of^vidtory, as had 
been agreed ; and the old king, who went from time to time 
to cfpy them from a high rock, obferving the fhip afar off ftill 
hanging out its fable colours, doubted not, but that his fon 
had like the reft fallen a vi&im to the Minotaur and, in a 
fit of ludden defpair, threw himfelf into the fea, which from 
him was fince called the JEgean fea ; fo that when Tbefeut 
landed at Athens, he found the city divided between grief for 
Mgevs's death, and joy, for the fafe return of his valiant fon 
and fucceflor. JEgeus reigned forty years. 

10. Thefeus was of too a&ive and warlike a temper, and 
too fond of imitating the great Hercules, to fpend his time in 
the civil affairs of his kingdom j fo that he began, upon his 
firft acceffion to it, to think how to diveft himfelf of that care, 
that he might the better indulge his military genius. To 
this end he b^gan with gathering all the people of Attica into 

the 
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the old and new town , which he incorporated into one* city. 
After this he divefted himfelf of all his regal power, except- 
ing only the title of king, the command of the army, and the 
guardianlhip of their laws. The reft he committed to proper 
magiftrates, chofen out of three different orders of the peo- 
ple, which he divided into nobles, hufbandmen, and artifi- 
cers. The firft he inverted with the power of interpreting 
and executing the laws, and regulating all things that related 
to religion- The other two chofe their inferior magiftrates 
from among themfelves, to take care of whatever related to 
their feparate orders : fo that the kingdom was in fome mea- 
fure reduced to a commonwealth, in which the king had the 
greafceft poft ; the nobles were next to him in honour and au- 
thority ; the hufbandmen had the greateft profit ; and the ar- 
tifts excelled them in numbef*. He inftituted two annual fef- 
tivals, the Panathenaa, in memory of the Athenians being 
now united into one, and that called the Metoecia, befides 
the famous Ijihmian games in honour of Neptune, which we 
have mentioned formerly, and were fo called from the Ifthmus 
in which they were celebrated. All thefe were chiefly de- 
figned to draw a concourfe of ftrangers thither, and, as a fur- 
ther encouragement for them to come and fettle there, he en- 
dowed them with the privilege of natives. He likewife abo- 
liflied all their diftinft courts of judicature, and built one com- 
mon council-hall called Prytaneum, a fumptuous building 
which flood for many ages m . We obferved before, that the 
Athenian money was ftamped with an ox ; this coin was fup- 
pdfed to have had that figure, either in memory of Tbefeus's 
killing the bull of Marathon, or the Minotaur, or perhaps to 
recommend agriculture to the people, to which the ox was 
moft fubfervient. 

After he had thus new-modelled the government, his 
next care was to join the kingdom of Megara to his own, in 
right of his grandfather Pandion the fecond, who had fucceed- 
ed Pylus his father-in-law, as we have feen above. It was 
then, that Tbefeus ere&ed that famous pillar in the IJlhmus y 
which fhewed the limits of the two countries which met there, 
and which had this infcription on the one fide, This is not 
Peloponnefus but Ionia, and on the other, This is Pele- 
ponnefus not Ionia. What we read concerning his two ex- 
peditions againft the Amazons, is fo blended with fable, fo 
differently related n , and fo uncertain, that we {hall give it 

m Plutarch, ubifupra. Vid. &Thucydid. l.ii. tt Conf. 
Hi r o IDT . PfcUTARCH. & Meurs. in Thcf. Justin. 1. ii. c. 4. 
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in a fhort note, becaufe they do not appear upon the whole 
to have an immediate relation to the kingdom of Athens (K). 

Sometime after thefe expeditions, The feus contra&ed 
an intimacy with Pirithous the fon of Ixion, and, being in- 
vited to his nuptials, helped him to kill a great number of 
Centaurs, or rather Theffalian horfemen, as we fliall fee in the 
fequcl, who in their cups had offered violence to their female 
guefts ; and drove the reft out of the country. Thefe two 
went from thence to Sparta, and ftole away the famed He- 
lena out of the temple of Diana Ortia, where ihe happened 
to be dancing °. This princefs was the reputed daughter of 
jfupiter by Leda 9 the wife of Tyndarus king of OEbalia in, 
Peloponnefus \ and,though then but nine years old, was already- 
famed for the greateft beauty in the world; infomuch, that 
Thefeus though then, as is reckoned, aboye fifty years, 
old, yet could not his virtue be proof againft her charms. 
Ho wever the time, and place, and circumftances of this rape 
are varioufly reported; we have here fol lowed iYa tore's account 
of it as the moft allowed- According to him the two ravifh- 
ers were purfued as far as Tegea ; but they happily made their, 
efcape out of Peloponnefus, and thinking themfelves now fe- 
cure of their prey, they agreed to caft lots for her, upon con- 
dition, that he to whofe lot fhe fell fbould help the other in 
getting fome other celebrated beauty -in lieu of her ; and for- 
tune having declared for Thefeus, he affifted his companion 
in die like attempt upon Proferpina, daughter of Aidonius 

• Plutarch, ubi fupra. Apollod. Pausan. in Attic. 

■ 

(K) The firft expedition was only undertaken in favour of Her- 
rules, whofe companion in all fuch exploits Thefeus always affected 
to be. As a reward therefore for his afliftance, that victorious 
hero gave him Antiope one of the Amazonian queens whom he had 
taken prifoner. Juflin fays, Hippolyte the other queen, and that 
Hercules kept Antiope for himfelf. 

However, this gave occafion to a fecond expedition, in which 
fome affirm, that the Amaxons made a defcent into Attica to re- 
cover their loft queen, having with them befides their own forces 
obtained a powerful fupply of horfemen from Sagillus king of Scy- 
thia y with his fon Panajagorus at their head, who did afterwards 
upon fome mifunderftanding withdraw his troops and left them in 
the lurch. Others fay, that Thefeus went and attacked them near 
the Cafpian fca : however, they all agree, that he gained the vic- 
tory over them, and that in one of thefe two expeditions he took 
the queen Hippolyte, whom he afterwards married. After this the 
Amaxons were forced to clap up a peace with the Athenians, and 
thefe, either in memory of this or of their late victory, erected a 
pillar near the temple of Tel/us Olympia. 
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king of the Molofft in Epirus? who being the next beauty to 
Helena was guarded by the dog Cerberus? and was not to be 
won but by the death of that monfter. However, when the 
king underftood that they defigned to fteal her away, he 
threw Pirithous to be torn in pieces by Cerberus? and Thefeus 
into prifon, from which he was afterwards releafed at the in- 
terceffion of Hercules. 

During his abfence MneJWeus? the fon of Peteus grand- 
child of Ereftbeus? had taken care to ingratiate himfelf fo 
far with the nobles and commons, that when he returned, he 
found them very cold towards him. Soon after this, the 
war, which Caftor and Pollux waged againft him for the re- 
covery of their lifter Helena? raifed a more powerful fa&ion 
againft him: And as foon as the two brothers were got to 
the gates of the city, Mnejlheus harangued the citizens, and 
told them, that, lince their quarrel was only againft Thefeus? 
their fafeft way was to open their gates to them, and Thefeus? 
finding it impoffible to refift the torrent, conveyed himfelf 
and family away privately, after he had pronounced a folemn 
curfe againft his faithlefs fubjedts, which did not go unheard 
(L). His defign was to have failed into Crete? and to have 
obtained either a fuccour or fan&uary there from Deucalion 
the fon of Minos? and his now brother-in-law (M) \ but he 

was 

( L) The ungrateful Athenians, who exprefled more joy for their 
new king, than grief for their old one, were in procefs of time 
made fo fenfible of the effe&s of his curfe, that to appeafe his 
ghoft they appointed folemn facrifices and divine honours to be 
paid to him. The place where he pronounced his dire impreca- 
tion againft them was from thenceforth called Aratherion, or the 

place of curfing ( I o). 

(M) thefeus had a fon by the Amazo?iian queen named Hippoly- 
tus, and having foon after married Phaedra the filter of Deucalion 
the fon and fucceffor of Minos, by whom he had two fons, he fent 
Hipfolpus to be brought up by his own mother JEtkra queen of 
Traszen ; but he coming afterwards to be prefent at fome Athenian 
games, Phaedra fell in love with him, and having folicited him in 
vain to a compliance, in a fit of rcfentment accufed him to The- 
feus of having made an attempt upon her. The fable fays, that 
Thefeus prayed to Neptune to punifh him by fome violent death, and 
that as Hippohtus was riding along the fea-fhore, Neptune fent two 
fea calves who frightened the horfes, overturned the chariot, and 
tore him in pieces The poets add, that the luilful queen hang- 
ed licrfelf for grief ; but ai for Wppolytus, Diana, being taken with 
hi* chaitify, and pitying the fad face it had brought upon him, 



.'10^ Plutarch, hi The' 
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^was unfortunately caft by a tempeft upon the ifland of Scy- 
ros. Here he was at firft kindly received by king Lycomedes> 
but was foon after killed by a fall from a high mountain, in 
the 40th year of his reign. Some fay, that he was decoyed 
fhither by that king, who, either out of fear of him, or, as 
is moft likely, at the inftigation of his Athenian rival, threw 
him headlong down that precipice, though others fay, that* 
that place being his ufual wall? after fupper, his foot unfortu- 
nately flipt in the dark. We omit for brevity's fake many 
other famous exploits of this renowned hero, which the 
reader may more fully find in Plutarch's life of him. All 
we fhall add here is, that the Athenians did fometime after 
dedicate a temple to him, and that Cimon y the famous fon 
of Miltiades, did raze the whole ifland of Scyros in revenge 
of his death, and carried his bones to Athens, after he had, 
by the advice of the oracle, been at a great deal of pains to 
find them out. 

I f . Mnejlheus or Menejlheus was the fon of Peteus, and 
great grand fon of Ereftheus the fixth king of Athens, and 
confequently had a better right to the crown than Thefeus, 
whofe father was uncertain, and who was at belt but the 
fon of JEgeus, and this but the adopted fon of Pandion, as 
we have feen above. Whilft therefore Thefeus was either pur- 
fuing his amours, or was imprifoned for the rape of Profer- 
fine, it was eafy for his rival to perfuade the Athenians to 
raife him to the throne. What gave him another lift to it 
was, that Cajlor and Pollux, taking the advantage of The-* 
feus' $> confinement, came and befieged Aphidne a town in At- 
tica, where he had fent his mother and his wife Helena ; and 
thefe two heroes having taken and refcued their fifter, out 
of revenge to herravifher, helped his competitor to mount the 
throne. 

Menejlheus, being thus, chofen, was in no great care about 
the Cons of Thefeus, but dreaded his known valour, in cafe he 
ihould ever get into his dominions again. To prevent which, 
he prevailed fo far upon the Athenians, what with gifts and ca- 
refles, that they would not fuffer him to come into Attica. 
And as foon as lie heard, that he was retired into the ifland 
of Scyros, he prevailed on Lycomedes to difpatch him by the 
ftratagem we lately mentioned. Menejlheus reigned twen- 
ty four years, and was one of the chiefs that went to the 
ftege of Troy, where having loft his life, the kingdom of A- 
thens returned again to the Thefean line. 

prevailed upon JEfcutapius to rcltore him to life, to be a compa- 
nion of her divcriions. 

12. Demophon, 
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12. Demophon, one of the fons of Thefeus by Phaedra, 
fucceeded him both in the kingdom and in the command of 
the Athenian forces that were before Troy. He was one of 
thofe that came back fafe from that fiege : In his return he 
landed in Thrace, where Phyllis, king Lycurgus's daughter, 
entertained him for fome time both at bed and board. Up- 
x>n his departure he promifed to return to her, but broke his 
word and her heart. In his reign was eredted the famous 
court of the Ephetee, confifting originally of fifty Athenians 
and as many Argivi, for trying of wilful murders, and lying 
in wait to kill. The occafion of ere&ing this court, and of 
the Argives being admitted to fit as judges in it, was as fol- 
lows : Agamemnon, others fay Diomedes^ returning with his 
forces from Troy? was driven one night into an Athenian 
port called Phalerus, and thinking themfelves in an enemy's 
country, began their ufual trade of ravaging and plundering, 
upon which the furprifed Athenians fell upon them and killed 
a considerable number of them. On the morrow they found 
the palladium upon the ground among the flain, by which 
they knew that they were their friends the Argives. The o- 
racle, having been confulted, ordered them to give the flain 
an honourable burial in the place where they fell, to build a. 
temple upon it, and dedicate it to Minerva, and to fet up 
the palladium in it. Immediately after this it was ordered, 
that this court fhould be ere&ed to try all cafes of murder, 
manflaughter, and chance-medly. It confifted of fifty mem- 
bers, who were to be above fifty years old, men of fenfe and 
known probity, and had power of life and death. Upon its 
lirft fetting up, Agamemnon infilling that there fhould be an 
equal number of Athenians and Argives to lit in it, the Athe- 
nians readily granted it. Demophon fubmittcd himfelf after- 
wards to be tried by this court, for having unfortunately 
killed one of his fubjeds by the turn of his horfc, as he was 
coming from Troy. It fubfifted a confiderable time in the 
fame form ; but Draco, one of their Archons, new-modelled 
it, excluded the Argives out of it, and made it conlill: of fifty 
one Athenians, who were all to be turned of fifty years of 
3ge p . Demophon reigned thirty three, years, and was fue- 
ceeded by his fon, or, according to others, his brother 

13. Oxyntes, who reigned twelve years, and left the crown 

to his fon 

14. Aphydas, who was murdered by Thymxtcs in the firft 
year of his reign. 

? Evfiin. Chron. lib. i. 

15. Thynneies, 
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15. Thymus, the baftard-fon of Oxyntes, betrayed his 
bafe nature in many tilings befides the murder of Aphydas y by 
which he got the crown. We fliall only mention the laft 
inftance of it which juftly bereaved him of it. He had reign- 
ed about eight years, when Xanthus king of Bceotia had a 
conteft with him about one of their frontier towns. Xanthus 
offered to decide the matter in Angle combat, and Thymcetes 
as cowardly declined it. It happened, that Melanthus^ a no- 
ble Mejfenian who had been driven out of his country by the 
Heraclida*) was come to Athens about this time, and offered 
to anfwer the chartel. Upon their very firft onfet Melanthus 
called to his adverfary, and afked him why he brought a fe- 
cond along with him contrary to their articles, and whilft 
Xantjms turned about to fee who followed him, he ran him 
through with his lance This vi&ory, though it was more 
owing to his cunning than bravery, did fo pleafe the Athe- 
nians^ that they not only depofed their pufillanimous king, 
who was the laft of the line of Ereftheus^ and fet their Mef- 
fenian champion upon the throne ; but inftituted a feaft in 
memory of this aflion, and called it Apatheria from the ftra- 
tagem that gave occafion to it r . 

"16. Melanthus^ as foon as he had mounted the throne, 
perfuaded the Athenians to receive the banifhed Mejfenians 
and NeftoridcS) and after a reign of thirty {even years left the 
kingdom to his worthy fon Codrus f . 

17. Codrus reigned about twenty one years, during which 
time the Dores and Heraclidts had regained all Peloponnefus 9 
and were entering into Attica. Codrus was informed that 
the oracle had promifed them viftory, provided they did 
not kill the king of the Athenians^ and that they had taken 
all proper precautions againft it; but he, who had refolved 
to facrifice his life to the fafety of his kingdom, took this 
method to elude them . He difguifed himfelf like a peafant, 
went into their camp, fell a quarelling with fome of the Do- 
rian foldiers, from thence they went to blows, and he ceaf- 
ed not fighting till he was killed. On the morrow when they 
found who he was, they were fo terrified, that they decamped 
without ftrilcing a blow 1 . 

With Codrus ended the regal fucceffion and title of kings 
of Athens. His fubjc£te conceived fuch veneration for that 
magnanimous prince, that they efteemcd none worthy to 
hear the royal title after him, and therefore committed the 

4 Vid. Front in Stfatag. lib. ii. c. r Pol y ten. 

Stratag. 1. u c. 9. f Pausan. Achaic. c Just, ex 
Trog. I. ii, c 6. 

t management 
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management of the eftatcs to elcdtive magiftrates, to whom 
they gave the title of Archons, and chofc Medon the eldcft 
ion of Codrus to that newr dignity. His election, however, 
was oppofed by his brother Nileus^ who pretended he could 
not fubmit to Medon 's authority, becaufc he was lame of one 
foot ; but the oracle having confirmed it «, all the Archons 
that fucceeded him were from him furnamed Medontid<z, be- 
caufe they were all chofen by fucceflion : fo that the Athenian 
government continued in the family of Codrus under thirteen 
perpetual Archontes^ fomewhat above the /pace of two hundred 
years. 

Their names need not be repeated here, having added 
them to the lift of the Athe?iian kings : neither lhall we 
dwell upon the tranfaftions which happened under each fe- 
veral archonfhip ; this epocha having proved very unadtive 
and barren, except that the people, always fond of a change, 
did Ihew from time to time their diflike to that dignity being 
made perpetual, as having too near a refemblance to mo- 
narchy, and giving its pofleflbr too great a handle to tyran- 
nize over them. They began to give fome marks of their 
difcontent under their tirft Archon. Attica had enjoyed fo 
much quiet during alongfeafon, that it f warmed with exiles 
and foreigners, who flocked thither from other parts which 
were more harraffed with wars, fo that they were forced to 
difcharge them in great multitudes upon the maritime coafts 
of Leffir Afia. Upon the very firft of thefe expeditions A7- 
leus and the reft of Codrus's fons, who could not brook to be 
under their brother Mcdon, drew a great number of Athe- 
nians to them, joined with the hnians and Thebans, and left 
Athens for Lejfcr Afia, where they difperfed themfelvcs ir\ 
different parts, and founded the twelve following cities, viz. 
Ephcfus? Milctum, Priene, Colophon, Myos, Teas, Lchcdc^ 
Clazo?neK(£y Erithrcc, Phocea, Chios in the iflc of that name, 
and Sames. Thefe were at firft each under a petty prince, 
but being forced at length to join together, became; afterwards 
very famous, as will be fecn in due time. 

This perpetual archonftiip, however, upheld it ft ! f fo long, 
in fpite of the people's diflike to it, that it parted through 
thirteen hands, from Mcdcu the fon of Cod/ us to Alaiucon 
the laft who bore that dignity ; but the people at length, 
impatient to put an end to it, took the advantage of hisi ihort 
reign, which lafted but two years, to clip the power of it, 
and to reduce its duration to ten years : lb that Char ops the 

"Castor, ap. Eo'src. ub: fur rn. 
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fon of Efi'bylus, was forced to accept of it upon thofe term& 
or none. This change happened about the beginning of the 
feventh olympiad, and in the year of the world 3252, the 
year in which Hezekiah Jcing of Judab was born. This new 
decennial dignity had fcarce pafTed through four hands, before 
they began again to c:Jl for a frefli reduction of it ; for Hip- 
pomenes the laft of Codrus's line, in whofe archonfliip this tu- 
mult h appened, had fcarce enjoyed it half its time, when his 
cruelties to the people, and more particularly to his fon and 
daughter (N), caufed him to be depofed. However, they did 
not then gain their point; it continued flill through three dif- 
ferent hands, till at length Eryxias the laft of them, either 
dying, or being depofed in the laft year of his archonfhip, the 
Athenians appointed new archontes to be chofen from among 
the mod confiderable citizens for birth, wealth and interefty 
and voted that dignity annual from thenceforth. From that 
time their government dwindled into a downright democracy, 
which Scion did afterwards new model and confirm, as we fhall 
fee in the next chapter. 

SECT. V. 

The bijiory of the antient kingdoms of Boeotia and 

Thebes. 

E find two antient kingdoms called by the name of 
Bceot'ta ; the one, and by for the more antient and 
confiderable of the two, founded, or rather reftor- 
ed, by Cadmus^ and named by him Bceotia from the. ox which 
is (aid to have directed him to the place where he built the 
capital of his new kingdom, better known afterwards by the 
name of Thebes, The other was in Thejfaly^ and is faid to- 
have been founded by Boeotns, the fon of Neptune? and bro- 
ther of Aid us 1 by Ame the daughter of /Eolus king of 
sEoti:. This laft having fent his daughter to Met a- 
pontium a city of Italy? fhc was there delivered of thofe two 
ions, the elded" of whom fiae called after her father's name 
A:o!:is 5 and he poflciTed himfelf of the iflands in the Tyrrhe- 

(N) Ho caufed hl-i fon to be torn in pieces by horfes for adultery, 
and his daughter he fliut up with a horfe without food, to be de- 
voured alive, for having fufFered herfclf to be debauched by a citi- 
zen. In mcuoiy of this barbarous punilhmcnt, Suidas(u) tells 
u:;, there was a place in the city called 'linro'Xai-iaifnt, Hippohai- 

KjygSy in memory of the horfe and the young lady. 




(11) Sai w. linroijLw^. 
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hentanj now.Tufcan Sea, and built the city of Lipara. Bceotus 
the younger fon went to his grandfather and fucceeded him in 
his kingdom, and called it by his own name, and the capital 
city Arne from his mother. All that we know of thefe is, 
that they held this fettlement upwards of two hundred years, 
and that the Thejfalians did expel them from it, and forced 
them to feek for a new one ; upon which they came and pof- 
fefled themfelves of that country which had been till then cal- 
led Cadmeis, and gave it the name of Bceotta. Diodorus and 
Homer tell us, that thefe Bceotians did fignalize themfelves 
at the Trojan war ; and the latter adds, that five of Bceotus* § 
grandfons, Peneleus, Leitus, Prothoenor, Arcejilaus, and 
Clonius, were the five chiefs who led their Bceotian troops 
thither. 

According therefore to Diodorus 1 *, this laft country, ' 
though founded into a kingdom, at leaft ever fince the time 
of Cadmus, was not called Bceotia till the banifhed fons of 
Bceotus gave it that name, about three hundred years* after 
the building of Thebes ; but the moft current account, efpe- 
cially among the poets, is, that this name had been given to 
it by Cadmus himfelf in memory of the ox, by whom lie had 
been dire&ed thither according to the command of the or.icle 
(A). However, it is owned, that it had had feveral other 
names, according to thofe of its fuppofed founders ; thofe who 
afcribed it to Ogyges called both it and its capital Ggygia ; 
others called it Cadmeis from Cadmus, Aonia from Aon the 
fon of Neptune, and Hyanthis from Hyas the fon of At las ; 
but the far greater part fay, it was originally culled Calydna 
from Calydnus, the firft founder of the capital and kingdom ; 
that province is now called Stramulippa, and Thebes its anticnt 
capital Stibes or Stives. 

It bordered on the eaft to Attica, and was in time joined Cc 
to it, as we have feen in the Lift article, and was parted from 
it by the mountain Citharon. On the north by the ftreight 
EuripttSy now called the Negroponte, faid to flow feven times 

* Bibl. lib. iv. 

(A) The fable goes, that Cadmus, tired with going in fearch of 
his filter Europa, whom Jupiter in the fliape of a bull, or, as is fup- 
pofed, in alhip, which had a bull painted on the deck, had carried 
into Crete, was advifed by the oracle of Delphi to follow the track 
of the firft ox he faw, and where he relied himfelf to build there the 
flty Thebes, which he did accordingly (i). 

(1} Van fan. in Besot, cjf a/. 
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in twenty four hours, or rather, according to Livy, fuppofed 
tbdo fo, becaufe its tides are boiftcrous and uncertain* On 
the welt it had the kingdom of Phocis % and on the fouth the 
gulph of Corinth, Its utmoft extent from eaft to weft was 
i deg. 10 min. and near the fame length from north to 



rarities. 



Places of 
note. 



but coming near to a point eaftward Here is the 
large lake Copals about fourteen miles in lengthy and eight in 
breadth, out of which flow two confiderable rivers, which 
water the far greater part of the country eaftward. Thefe 
are the Afcpus, which divided the territories of Thebes from 
thofe of the Plateaus, and running through thofe of Attica 
falls into the JEgcan fea ; and the Ifmenus, which empties it- 
felf into the Euripus abovementioned. The country is partly 
hilly, efpecially Acuta properly fo called ; the reft is low and 
flat, abounding with excellent pal tu rage; but whofe air is fo 
thick and foggy, that Horace thought it the occafion of the 
inhabitants being fuch famous dunces. 

Places of note xwBccoiia were ; i. the Trophonian cave 

(B), and the oracle, faid to have been there given by Jupiter, 
whence he was furnamcd Trcphonius. 2. Thefpia, a town 
fituatc on the river of that name, and fhadowed on the north 
bv the famous Helicw, whence the mufes,to whom thefe were 



T.(7~v < d-d 
Q'Jioms. 



dedicated, were called Thefpiadcs. 3. Aulis, a fca-port on 
the Nrp-cpMit) fundus for being the place where the Gre- 
cian chiefs fworc the deftruction of Troy. 4. The famed 
ftrcights of the mountain Oeta, not above twenty-five feet in 
breadth, and commonly called the {freights of Thcrmophylcc 
from the hot waters in that neighbourhood ; but the moff 
famed place was the city of Thebes, fituate near the river If- 
fncnus* and furnamcd Hcptapyks from its feven gates. It is 
generally allowed to have been founded by Cadmus , as we 
obfervcJ before, and to have been made by him the capital of 
the }i.: ?ii/n kingdom, from which his fucccflbrs, who did 
adorn it v.'irh many flatcly temples, palaces, and other fump- 
turn:", building 1 *-, feme of whom wc (hall have occafion to men- 
tion bv and bv ' were alfo called kiucrs of Thebes !j . 

Til?, fywernment was altogether monarchical like thofe 



we have leen already, but perhaps more defyotic here than in 



a Strar Mel. 8c al. 



l > Pa us an. in Bocot. 



(E) So cnl) :d fro : ..n old foothfayer, who inhabited it, .and ufed 
to be con fu I red as an oracle. No man was admitted into it, till 
after many wa'V.in^s, anointings, and the like fuperftitious prepa- 
ration-. It is added that thofe who had once been in it, were 
never fecn to laugh afterwards. Hence came the proverb, when 
a man was over melancholy, he las been in the Trophonian den* 

the 
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the reft, and having no other laws than the king's will ; 
forne of whom governed more like tyrants than natural mo- 
narchs. We have nothing left of their antient cuftoms, ex- 
cept what Plutarch tells us in his morals of their manner of 
introducing their new-married women into their new habi- 
tation. They were brought thither in a kind of chariot or 
cart, the axle-tree of which was immediately burnt, to give 
the bride to underftand, that fhe was fixed with her hufband 
for life, and muft not expert to return to her parents. The 
foundation of this antient kingdom we fhall only date from 
the building or rebuilding of its metropolis by Cadmus, to a- { - lbronolo S3 
void all the fables and uncertainties which preceded that pe- 
riod, and concerning which, whether we make Ogyges or 
any other hero to have reigned in Bceotia, we cannot gather 
any light, from even what we have left, out of the fable-wri- 
ters. Even the times which elapfed between Cadmus and the 
celebrated war between the two contending fons of OEdipus, 
and which is the moft antient piece of hiftory that we have 
of all Greece ft are fo fluffed with the vileft and moft abfurd 
fables of gods turned into fatyrs and devils, and of men turned 
into monfters of cruelty and luft, that we hope we fhall be 
excufed for fkipping over all that has not fome affinity with 
the hiftory itfelf. The time in which chronologifls place Year of 
the rape of Europa being about the year of the world 2550 «, the Flood, 
and of the flood 1545, the rebuilding of Thebes may be fup- 1945. 
pofed to have been within a very few years after. From Year be- 
thence to the time of its being totally deftroyed by the Epi- ^ ore thrift 



pc'ii it had ftood above 270 vears, under the government of H?4* 



eleven kings, two whereof were not of the Gadmcan race, 
but ufurpcrs. After this there reigned \r\Thebes two kings more 
of the race of OEdipus, and three of the race of Pendens the 
great grand fon of Beroi::s. Befides thefc wc find Homer men- 
tioning Ection as king of Thebes. We have fpoken of him 
in another placet, and fhall omit him here in our lift, be- 
caufe it doth not appear that he was of the Gadmcan race, nor 
is he mentioned by Paufanlas am ong the 7 beban kings, though 
he may have fignalized himfclf in the defence of that city. 

s Vid. Hind. Hift, Graze. -\ See before, p. 42S, 
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The List of the Kings of Thebes according to our Author, 

is as follows : 

f Cadmus- 10 Laodamas the fon of E- 

<Z Polydorus teocles 

3 Labdacus II Tlierfander fon of Paly* 

4 Lojus niccs 

5 Amphion an ufurper J2 Tifamenes 

6 Zethus his brother 13 Autefwn 
Lajus reftored 14 Damafichton 

7 OEdipus 15 Ptolomeos 

8 E teocles and 1 6 Xuthus 

9 Polynices 

A 

After this laft the Thebans^ grown weary of kingly govern- 
ment, refolved themfelves into a commonwealth, as fliall be 
feen in the next chapter. 

Cadmus^ according to the Greeks^ was the fon of Agenor 
ting of Sidon, or, according to others, of Tyre ; but accord- 
ing to the Sidonians his countrymen he was no more than the 
Icings cook : thefe add, that his wife Hermione was likewife 
a mere minftrel at court, with whom he ran away into 
Greece f. The former tell us, that his father, fending him 
and his two brothers in qucft of Europa, had forbid them to 
return without her. Cadmus therefore, having fought her 
f.:r and long in vain, and defparing of fuccefs, came into 
Bxrstfay where, as we have feen above, he rebuilt this city, 
and laid the foundation of this new kingdom. He was at fiift 
oppofed by the Hyantes and Aones y who were then in poflef- 
fion of that territory : the former he overcame in fight and 
forced them to retire into Locris ; but the latter he admitted, 
upon their fubmitting themfelves to him, to continue there, 
and to be incorporated with his own people (C). Here he 

* built 

■f Vid, Atiien. 1. xiv. c. 22. 

fC) Who and whence thofe people were, whom Cadmus brought 
hither, is varioufly conjectured : fome thin!:, that he and they came 
from Tbcbars in Egvpi (2), and that he therefore gave that name to 
his new metropolis. Others believe them to hive been a colony 
of Phoenicians ; but we think Bocharfs conjecture (3) the moffc 
rcafonabJe, that they were Canaanites i driven out of their land by 

(2) Vid. Ufflr. an fuh. A M. 2549. (3) Canaan. I. i. e. 19? 
See Vol. 11. p. 304, & Note (A). 

JoJhua % 
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built the city of Thebes, and a citadel, which he called by his 
own name Cadmea <*, which name it retained many ages 
after. 

The fable adds, that when Cadmus married hi<? wife Her- 
mione, whom the poets make the daughter of Mars and Ve- 
nus, the gods came to Cadmus and affifted at his wedding ; 
and that he had by her one fon named Polydorus and four 
daughters, Semele the mother of Bacchus by Jupiter (D), 
Ino, Autonoe, and Agave. After this the Enchelea:, who 
were at war with the Illyrians, being commanded by the 
oracle to choofe him their general, lie left Thebes to his fori 
Polydorus, and headed them ; and here it was, that he and 

d Pausan. ubi fupra. 

Jojbua, whofe time falls in with Cadmus exactly. Hence it is far 
from improbable, that this latter was of the family of the Cadmo- 
nites mentioned by Mofes (4.), who were the fame with the Hi<vites, 
and were called Cadmonim or E after lings, becaufe they inhabited 
mount Herman the moft eaftern part of Canaan , from which the famo 
author fuppofes Cadmus's wife to have been called Hermione or Har- 
mania. 

The fable of thefe two being turned into ferpents, he thinks to 
have fprung from their retaining their common name of Hivites, 
which in the Syriac fignifies a ferpent. 

Thefe conjectures are further confirmed by the name of his ca- 
pital Thebes ; for the above quoted book mentions a city of the 
fame name in the land of Canaan (5) and written in the plural Qz@n 

Jofepbus (6): this is therefore a much more probable etymon, 
than that of thofe who derive it from Tbeba the daughter of Pro- 
metheus (7). 

(D) The reafon why the poets make Cadmus grandfather to 
Bacchus, is generally thought to have been his bringing the extrava- 
gant rites of that god into Greece: for it is intirely contrary to the 
chronology of thofe who make Bacchus to be the fame with Nim- 
rod, and of thofe who make him the fon of Jupiter Amnion, fince in 

either opinion he mufthave been vaftly more ancient (t»). 

However, Bacchus is feigned to have been the firft who found 
out the ufeof wine, to have gone upon a three -years expedition, 
at the head of an army of men and women into India, even to 
the utmoll parts of it, and to have reduced and civilized the Bar- 
barian inhabitants of thofe parts ; and laftly, to have returned in 
triumph upon an elephant (9). 

(4)Gw. xv. 19. (5) c . ix. 50. (6) Ant. L v. c. f # 

(7) Fid, Steph. Byzant.fub Thcbar. (f>) Fid. Bocbart. ubi fupra. 

Ch. xriii. fg) Fid, Diodor. Sicul, lib. iv.^ 

hi* 
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his wife are feigned to have been turned into ferpents (Ej, 
or, as fome interpret it, to have degenerated from their prif- 
tine civility into barbarians. In this place he begat another 
fon, whom he either called lllyrius from the name of the H- 
lyrians, his new-conquered fubjedis, or elfe that people took 
their name from him, 

Cadmus is univerfally allowed to have introduced the ufe 
of letters into Greece from Phoenicia. The alphabet at firft 
had but nxteen letters, and was not compleated till a long 
time after. He a!fo was the firft that fet up Ichools there : 
he taught them moreover trade and navigation, and brafs had 
the name of Cadmean given it in memory of his being the 
inventer of it, or rather of his introducing the ufe of it into 
thofe parts e . 

Cadmus being retired into Illyrium, as we have feen, left 
the Tkeban government to his fon Polydorus, in whofe reign 
his great favourite and nephew, Pentheus the fon of Echion 
by Agave, having had the infolence to prophane the rites of 
Bacchus, was torn in pieces by his mother and fitters. Po- 
lydorus, whofe fon Labdacus was yet under age, when he 
found himielr dying, committed the care of him and of the 
kingdom to Nycleus, whofe daughter Antiope (F) , the great- 
eft beauty then in all Greece, being foon after carried off by 
Epopeus king of Sicyon, he was forced to leave the govern- 
ment and the young prince to his brother Lycus, whilft he 
undertook a war againft the ravifher of his daughter. He 
went foon after him at the head of his Tioeban troops, and a 
bloody fight enfued, ' in which Nycleus received a mortal 
wound and loft the battle, upon which he caufed himfelf to 
be brought back to Thebes, where he left once more his bro- 
ther 

0 Vid. Hlrodot. 1. v. 

(E) Another fable of him is, that having killed a great ferpent, 
he Itrewed the teeth of it'upon the ground, which immediately be- 
came living men, and fell a fighting againll each other till they 
were all killed except fire : hence a dear-gotten viftory came to 

be called I'ielorla Cad me a. 

(V ) This young princefs who was married to ?.ethus> is fup- 
pofed to have been carried off by her own confent, becaufe her 
d.vinjr father ^ave him orders to punilh her, if ever he got her into 
hi" hands. lint when he had got her, and found that me was preg- 
nant, he contented himfelf at firft with divorcing her, though he 
w.ii alcenyards pcrfuaded by his next wife to dap her into a prifon, 
or, oi winch ihe was afterwards releaied by her two ions (10). 

(iz] Paufo:. }/: Con-:: \ r. v. 
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ther guardian of the king and kingdom, and gave him in 
charge to revenge his death on Epopeus ^ and to refcue his 
daughter Antiope. In the mean time Epopeus, flufhed with 
his viilory (G J, neglected a flight wound which he had receiv- 
ed, and which gave him his death fome time after, and put 
an end to the war. Lycus recovered his niece, and as flie was 
coming back to Thebes^ (he fell in labour, and was delivered 
of two fons, Amphion and Zethus (H), of whom we fhall 
have occafion to fpeak by-and-by. 

3. Labdacus,- when of age, finding that Laomedon, who 
had fuccceded Epopeus in Sicyon y was attacked by two pow- 
erful enemies, Archandes and Architeles, the fons of Achaus, 
thought it a proper time to demand his aunt Antiope to be re- 
ftored ; and Laomedon, though then affifted by Sicyon 9 whom 
he had invited from Athens (I), yet chofe rather to deliver up 
that princefs, than to exafperate the Theban king by a refu- 
fal *. We have feen what reception fhe met with in a late 
note. Labdacus, dying foon after, left his fon La jus and the 
government to the care of Lycus. 

4. La jus being then very young, Amphion and his brother 
Zethus, taking the advantage of his minority, invaded the 
country at the head of a powerful army. Lycus y having made 

* Pa us an. in Corinth, ch. vi. 

(G) He is faid to have built a temple to Minerva, as an acknow- 
ledgment for his lace fuccefs, and that when it was finifhed, he pray- 
ed to the goddefs, that if fhe accepted of it, fhe would fhew fome 
particular token of it, upon which they add, that an olive-tree 
grew up immediately before the gate of the temple ( 1 1). 

(H) Thefe twins, Homer fays (13), were begot, not by Epopeus , 
but by Jupiter, who fell in love with Antiope. Their firit exploit 
was to murder Lycus and his wife, and to refcue their mother out 
of her confinement. After this they feized on the government, and 
performed wonders in the building of the walls of that metropolis, 

as we fhall fee in due time. 

Antiope is alfo called Nycleis from her father Nycleus, and the an- 
tient Samotic poet celebrates her in verfes to this purpofe ; That fie 
had Afopus for her father ; Epopeus and Jupiter for her gallants ; 
and Amphion and Zethus for her fons ( r 3). 

(I) Who, the Sicyonians fay, was not the fon of Marathon, the 
fon of Epopeus, but of Metion the fon of ErcSihcus \ \\). Hefiod makes 
him the fon of Erectheus, and another of Pelops (15). We arc all 
in the dark about it ; the reader may fee what wc faid of him in 
the fecond feftion of this chapter. 

(11) Id. ibid. (\ 2) Odyjf. I. ii. ( 1 3) 4f il " a P> fanfan. uld 
fupra. (14) Id, ibid. Ibyc.ap. clout. 

Vol. V. Q_q q i< 
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it his firft care to fccure the perfon of the young prince, the 
only furviving one of die Cadmean race, went and gave bat- 
tle to the invaders, and loft the day.*^ Amphion feized the 
Theban crown, and called its metropolis, or at leaft the lower 
city, Thebes, in honour of Thebe their aunt by the mother's 
fide (K), whilft the upper city or citadel retained its antient 
name of Cadmea. It is to thefe two heroes that Homer attri- 
butes the inclofing and fortifying the former with a famous 
ftrong wall, with feven gates, and a number of ftately tow- 
ers at a convenient fpace from each other, without which their 
valour could never have held that city long againft the Theban 
forces (L). A grievous plague raged foon after which deftroy- 
ed great multitudes, and among the reft Amphion and his fa- 
mily. His brother Zethus, who fucceeded him, fell under 
other misfortunes, his only fon was killed by his own mother, 
the grief of which fhortened his days, and gave the Thebans 
an opportunity of fetting Lajus again upon his throne. 

La jus having married Jocajia, or, as Ihe is called by others, 
Epiccifley the daughter of Creon, was forewarned by jfpolla's 
oracle, that if he had a fon by her, he fhould be killed by him. 
OEdipns was the unhappy fruit of this marriage, whom Lajus 
therefore gave to a ftiepherd to be flain (M) ; but he, moved 
with compaffiun, left him expofed in a place, where he was 
foon after taken up by the herdfman of, and prefented to, Po- 
lybus king of Corinth, who healed his feet, and, from the 
f welling which the boring and anguifh had left in them, called 

(K) Some pretend, that fhe was one of the three daughters of the 
river Afopus, or rather of Afopus the Phliajian, from whom that ri- 
ver had its name : but the Ba otians affirm, that fhe was the daugh- 
ter of Afopus the Boeotian, probably the fame which was alfo called 
Nyfieus the father of their mother Antiope, whom AJius above quo- 
ted calls Afopus, 

( L) What the fable adds, concerning the miraculous effe&s of 
Amphion s lyre in the building of thofe walls, is fo well known, that 
we need not fay any thing further about it, than that Amphion had 
firft brought mufic into Greece, from Lydia, where he had learned 
it (16% and that it was fo admired for its novelty and excellence, 
that he eafily captivated the people to carry on that work, whilft he 
diverted them with the mufic of his harp ; and probably alfo by his 
eloquence, which he was no lefs a mafter of, perfuaded that as yet 
barbarous and wild people to live fociably and in community. 

(M) Or according to others to have his feet bored, and to be 
hung up by cluni to a tree, and to be devoured by the wildbeafts. 



(z6) Vid t Vlin, lib.yn. Cb, lvi. Paufan. in Bceotic. &al. 

him 



Chap. 17. The Hijlory of Boeotia and Thebes. 



him OEdipus, and brought him up as his own f . When he 
came of age, and underftood that he was not the fon of the 
Corinthian king, he went to the oracle of Delphi to enquire 
after his parents, and at the fame time Lajus led by his fate 
went likewife to enquire what was become of his fon. They 
met at Phocis 9 and, fome fcuffle happening between them, 
OEdipus unwittingly killed his father and went to Thebes 9 
where he married his mother Jocajla, and obtained the king- 
dom by expounding the Sphinx's riddle (N). Eteocles and 
Polynices were the unhappy fruit of their inceftuous embraces 
CO). Some add, that he had alfo two daughters by her, but 
others fay they were by another woman. 

As foon as OEdipus was apprifed, by a fatal train of cala- 
mities, of his parricide and inceft, the horror of his guilt 
threw him into fuch a fit of diftradion, that he tore his own 
eyes out, and, having curfed his unhappy pofterity, was 
led by his daughter Antigone to Attica, where he took fan&u- 
ary in Eumenides's grove, and feon alter ended his rniferable 

f Conf. Plutarch, in Thef. Diodor.. Sicu l. 1. iv. Pa us an. 
ubi fupra. Apollod. 1. iii. c. 5. & al. 

fN) ThiVwas a mifchievous monfter which infefted the neigh- 
bourhood of Thebes ; it had a face and body like a dog, and deftroy- 
ed all the paflengers that could not ex-pound her riddle. Creon the 
father of Jocafia ruled then at Thebes, and having confulted the 0 
racle, was anfwered, that there would be no end of this mifchief 
till fomebody gave her a folution ; whereupon he caufed it to be 
proclaimed through Greece, that the man that expounded it fliould 
have Jocafia to wife ; and OEdipus proved the perfon who gained 
the fatal prize, and from that inceftuous marriage had the two fons 
who were the occafion of this bloody war. 

(O) This is at lead the account which all the antient poet% ex 
cept Homer, have left us of it, probably to inhance the horror o: 
that marriage, and to raife the greater compaflion for that unhap- 
py couple and their progeny ; but Homer t on the contrary, who 
introduces Ulyjfes faying, that he had fecn in hell the fair Epicajle, 
who through imprudence had married her own fon, who became nr 
once the unhappy murderer of his father and hufbmd of his mother, 
makes him add, that the gods, by haftening this prince death, pre- 
vented the fad effects of that inceftuous marriage. For, as Pau/a- 
a/tfjjuftly obferves (17) how could they be faid to Hop the courfe 
of that inceft, if OEdipus had had four children by his mother? 

He adds upon the authority of a poem, inticled, OEdiplad y or 
the adventures of OEdipus, that he had thofe children by Euriga- 

nea the daughter of tljperbas. 

(17) In Barotic. cap, vi, 

Q^q q 2 life. 
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life. As for Jocajla^ flie hanged herfelf for grief even before 

he left the kingdom. 

His two fons, after his departure, agreed, that each of them 
Ihould reign alternately one year, and then yield the govern- 
ment to the other : But Enochs having refufed to refign after 
he had reigned his year, Polyniccs went to Argos, where hav- 
ing married Adrajhus daughter, as we have feen in a former 
fedion, he engaged that prince to aflift him in the recovery of 
his right : thefe two came foon after with a powerful army, 
and befieged Et codes at the feven gates of his capital. Eieo- 
des at the fame time put himfelf in the heft pofture of defence, 
and went and confulted an old blind Tbeban foothfayer about 
the fuccefs of the war; and was anfwered, that viftory would 
infallibly fall on his fide, if Menecosus the fon of Creon and 
the laft of the Cad?nea?i race, would voluntarily facrifice him- 
felf to the god of war. The brave prince being informed of 
it, made no delay, but Went to the gates of the city and fa- 
crificed his life to the fafety of his country g . This did not 
however, prevent hoftili ties being carried on with the utmoft 
fury, and with fuch terrible flaughter on both fides, that it was 
at length agreed, that the contending princes fhould decide 
the contefr by fingle combat, which they did with fuch defpe- 
ratc fury, that both fell by each other's fword. The Argives 
ventured to give the Th elans a fecond battle, wherein both 
iides loft feveral of their brave commanders, and fuch a num- 
ber of men, that though the latter got the victory, yet they 
were almoft ruined by it. A treaty was then expoftulated by 
the Arglvic king for burying of their dead j but Creon , who 
had then taken the government upon him, was fo exafperated 
againft them, that he not only abfolutely refufed it, but cau- 
fed the princefs Antigone to be buried alive, becaufe (he had 
caufed the body of her brother Polynices to be decently inter- 
red. For this cruel deed he was foon after killed by Thefeus y 
who came with an army againft him, and obliged the Thebans 
to permit the Argives to bury their (lain, as we have feen 
clfewhere. 

In the mean time the fons of thofe feven generals, who fell 
oefore Thebes ^ rcfolving to revenge themfelves on that city 
for the ill fuccefs of the laft expedition, entered into a con- 
federacy, from which they were called Epigoni^ and renewed 
the fiege afrefh. Laoda?nas the fon of Eteocles^ who by this 
time came to age, and had taken the government upon him, 
gave them a warm reception, and with, his own hand killed 
/Egyakus one of their chiefs. But being himfelf foon after 

c Id, ibid. Vid. & Cicer, Stat. &al, 
/ killed, 
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killed, or forced to fly into Illyrium h 9 the Thebans began to 
fue for a treaty, and whilft that was tranfadting, conveyed 
themfelves away with their families and effe&s by night, and 
went and built the town of Hejiixa 9 leaving Thebes to the 
mercy of the Epigoni. Some fay, that thefe, being apprifed 
of their flight, plundered the city, and quite erafed her walls. 
Others affirm, that Therfander Polynices's fon dilTuaded them 
from it, recalled the fugitive citizens, and reigned over them ; 
foon after which he led them to the Trojan war, and in the 
way fignalizcd himfelf at Myfia^ and was killed by Tclepbus. 
His fon Tifamenes? being then too young to command the 
Tbeban forces, Pcneleus was chofen their chief, and was alfo 
killed there by Eurypylus the fon ofTelephus. After his death 
Tifamenes took the government upon him, and reigned peace- 
ably enough , but the fates, which purfued the unfortunate 
offspring of OEdipus 9 did not prove fo favourable to his fon 
Autefion, who, we are told, was feized with fuch a dreadful 
phrenfy, or, according to the poetic phrafe, was perfecutcd by 
the furies to fuch a degree, that he was forced by the oracle's 
advice to retire among the Dorians. 

After his departure the Thebans raifed Damaftchton^ the 
grandfon of Peneleus 9 to the throne, who left it to his fon 
Ptolomeos 9 and he was fucceeded by Xanthus, who was the 
laft who enjoyed the regal dignity in Thebes, and was treach- 
eroufly killed by Melanthus in fingle combat, as we have 
feen in the hiftory of Athens. After his death the Thebans, 
weary of a kingly government, refolved to put it into many 
hands, and to fettle themfelves into a commonwealth >, as we 
{hall fee in the next chapter. 

SECT. VI. 

The Hiftory of the antient kingdom of Arcadia. 

aRCADIA, fo called from Areas the fon of Jupiter and 
Califio, was anticntly calkd Pclafgia, being inhabited 
by the antient Pelafgi, whoboaftcd themfelves to be defcended 
from Pelafgus their pretended founder, of whom wc have 
fpoken in a former fe&ion of this chapter f , as having been 
fuppofed by a late author to be the fame with Pcleg the fon of 
Eber in fcripturc. The Pelafgians did alfo iurnamc him 
Autochthon a , which was a name the Grecians gave to thofc 

II Conf. Paus a n. Roeot. & Appollod. 1. iii. c. 7. 1 Pau- 
san. ubi fupra. f See before, p. 43 1, & note (D). a Xb w o p 11 . 
Sktab. Mel. & al. 

whofe 
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whofe original was not known. It is true, we find the Pe- 
lafgians in feveral other parts of Greece^ as was there obferv- 
ed \ but their chief and primitive feat is generally fuppofed to 
have been this of Arcadia 9 v/hofe inhabitants are univerfally 
allowed the antienteft people in Greece^ and boafted them- 
felves to be older than the moon. 
Geography. This country was fituate in the heart of Peloponnefus (A), 

having Elis on the weft, A V go lis on the eaft, La con i a and 
Mrfjcnia on the fouth, and S icy on and Corinth on the north b. 
Its ground, which afforded excellent pafturage, made it fa- 
mous for the vaft number of herds it bred; for the tuneful 
ftrains of its fhepherds, who excelled all others in their paf- 
toral performances, and the fweetnefs of their vocal and in- 
flrumcntal mufic ; and for the extraordinary worfliip that 
Katuia! was paid here to their god Pan. Here was alfo a famous 
rarities, temple of that deity in the city of Tegra, and another dedi- 
cated to Minerva in the city of Stympha/us, fituate at the foot 
of a ridge of hills of that name. Here alfo bred upon the lake 
Styrxphalis a kind of fowl, called from it the Stymphalian 
birds, which grew to fuch a fize and number, that they 
darkened the fun-beams at noon-day, and terribly infefted 
this territory, till they were all either killed or driven hence by 
Hercules i as we have feen elfe where. 

Here was alfo the famed lake Pheneus^ from which fprings 
the river Styx 9 famous for the coldnefsof its water which chills 
them to death that drink it ; it is alfo of fuch corrofive nature 
that it will cat iron and brafsc. The poets feign it to be the 
river of hell, whofe name is fo facred among the gods, that if 
any of them broke his oath after he had (Worn by it, he was 

deprived of his deity, and of the ufe of NeSfa r for a hundred 
years. 

The Arcadians were at firft a rude wild people, living in 
the woods and fields, and feeding indifferently on the product 
of the ground, till taught by Pclafgus to build huts, live fo- 
ciably, to exchange their common food for nuts, acorns, or 

fa Strab. D. Sicul. Pausa.w Mela, & a!. c Id. ibid. 

(A) The Arcadians were confequently at a diftancc from the fea t 
and accordingly Homer tells us, that they had neither fhips, nor any 
knowledge of failing (O; fo that when they are faid to have im- 
bnrked for the fiege of Troy, we mult underlland it of Agamemmrt 
fleet, which tranfported them thither. 



( i ) Iliad, lib. u> 
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beeth-maft (B), and to cloath themfelves with the fkins of wild 

beafts. Thev began afterwards to give themfelves up to feed 
cattle, invited to it by the fertility of their foil. But as this 
country abounded with excellent pafture grounds, fo it was 
expofed to continual incurfions from thofe, who were either 
forced out of their own country, or were difcon tented with it. 
And this put them upon the neceffity of exchanging the crook 
for the fword, and to inure themfelves to fome warlike dis- 
cipline in their own defence, who would otherwife in all like- 
lihood have preferred a paftoral life to any other. Hence it 
was, that they, efpecially the highlanders, became fuch ex- 
cellent foldiers, that their alliance was very much courted in 
all the wars between the other eftates. They commonly 
ufed to come to the wars clad with the fkins of wolves and 
bears, and carried either a little bundle of javelins, or a lance 
in their hands, which they ufed with a peculiar dexterity. 
Their very women became at length fuch expert warriors, 
efpecially in a defenfive war, that they have fometimes proved 
the means of gaining a vi&ory , when it was in all appear- 
ance wholly leaning on the other fide, witnefs that famous ex- 
pedition of the Lacedemonians againft Tegea 9 when, fluflied 
by a dubious oracle, with hopes that they fhould take that 
city, they brought with them chains to bind their future cap- 
tives, but were in the heat of the battle difcomfited by a 
party of women who had lain in ambufh, and their king 
Charilaus with a great number of his men bound with thofe 
very chains they had brought with them*. Having therefore 
fuch brave females to defend their country in cafe of invafion* 
they ufed to be hired as mercenaries by all their neighbouring 
ftates, in the fame manner as the Switzers are now ; and this 
made them fome amends for their want of commerce oc- 
cafioned by their diftance from the fea. 

*Herodot. 1. i. &Pausan. in Arcad. 

(B) Which kind of food, Paufanias tells, they continued to live 
upon a long time after the death of thei: founder, infomuch, that 
the Lacedemonians confulting the oracle about a war which they 
were going to wage againft them, received this anfwer from the 
pythonefs, that though Jupiter and the gods were on their fide, 
yet could they expeft no fuccefs againft a warlike people, whole 

chiefeit dainties were the fruic of the beech (2). 

1 

(2) //; Arcad. c* /. 
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This extraordinary change in fo rude a nation was*as 
quick as it was furprifing. Lycaon the fon of their founder, 
of whom we fliall fpeak more fully in the following note, 
improved what his father had done towards civilizing his 
fubje&s, by introducing the worfhip of *fupiter among them, 
though not with the fame prudence that Cecrcps had done 
among his Athenians (C) ; his fons, of whom he had a con- 
fiderable number, fet themfelves on building each of them a 
city which they called by their own names a, and which we 
fhall mention in their proper places. In thefe they gathered 
the people into bodies, and brought them ftill nearer to a 
focial life ; and in the next reign they began to fow corn, 
make bread, fpin wool, and to make themfelves garments of 
it e . Another author adds f , that they learned the ufe of 
bees, honey, and milk, of rennet for making cheefe, of oil, 
andfome other conveniencies of life (D)" Thus in four ge- 
nerations, 

d In Arcad. ch. iii. c Id. ibid. f Justin. exTrog.I. xiii. c. 7. 

(C) Cecrops, as we have feen in a former fe&ion, forbad the fa- 

crificing of any living creature, whereas Lycaon is reported to have 

facrificed a youth to him, for which the angry god changed him into 
a wolf. 

The poets have improved this fable, which perhaps took its 
rife only from the favage nature of that prince implyed in his 
name, toxot, fignifyinga wolf: the account which Ovid gives of 
him is as follows : 

Jupiter, defirous to know whether the wickednefs of men an- 
fwered the report he heard of it, in his travels came one night to 
Lycaon s palace, where having made himfelf known, the people 
were going to facrifice to him. Lycaon, not believing his gueft to 
be what he gave out, attempted to murder him in the night, in 
order to undeceive the people. But having miffed his blow, he 
killed and d re/Ted a Malojfian youth, whom he kept as a hoftage, 
and fet him before his gueft to eat, for which the exafperated god 
overthrew his palace with thunder and lightning, and turned his 
inhuman holt into a wolf. 

(D) This lait author fays, that Ariftau$ % who taught the Ar~ 
cadiam all thefe things, was the fon of Jupiter by Cyrene, a beauti- 
ful Ihejfalian princcfs whom that Iuftful god carried off to the top 
of mount Pel/on, and of whom he got four fons, the three firft of 
which fettled in Tbetfaly, and die other, viz. Ariftaus, came and 
reigned in Arcadia. This ftory, however, is contradicted by Pin- 
dar and Siculus, who affirm, diat flie had but one fon by Jupiter, 
namely Monim, who was alfofurnamed Agrius, as being a lover of 
hunting and feeding of cattle ; audPaufanias fays, that this Ari/teus 

inltructcd Areas the 4th king of the country, without taking any 

f notice 
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nerations, the Arcadians , from being but one remove from Arts \and 
wild beafts, became civilized, induftrious, inured to fociety, husbandry* 
hufbandry, and a regular government. To all thefe we may 
add, that thefe advantages, which expofed them to frequent 
invafions from abroad, put them likewife upon the neceffitv 
of cultivating the martial arts, firft in their own defence, and 
afterwards for intereft and gain, whence they became fuch 
brave foldiers and expert warriors, as we obferved they were. 
Hence it was, that moft of the Grecian princes courted their 
alliance above that of any other nation ; but efpecially the 
Meffenians, with whom they feem to have maintained an 
inviolable friendship. But Hercules^ of all the antient heroes, 
had the greateft confidence in them, infomuch, that we fel- 
dom find him engaged in any extraordinary exploit without 
having fome Arcadian forces to affift him. While they thus 
improved their martial genius, they did not forget to cultivate 
their paftoral life, for which they have been fo highly cele- 
brated by the poets above all other Grecians*. 

Their government, like that of all their neighbours, was Govern- 
at firft altogether monarchical and arbitrary, yet by degrees the ment. 
fubje&s began to claim fomething like a negative power, ef- 
pecially in matters of great moment, fo that their kings could 
not well undertake any great affairs, fuch as a war, alliances, 
or foreign expeditions, without their eonfent. This may per- 
haps be one main reafon why they continued longer under a 
monarchy than any other eftate of Greece ; but this will be bell 
feen in the next chapter. We fhall confine ourfelves here 
within our epoch, and to that feries of kings which that na- 
tion pretended to be defcended from Pelafgus their firft founder, 
and which Paufanias has given us from their tradition and re- 
cords. And herein if he differs fomctimes from ApollsdoruSy 
JuJIin^ and other antient writers, we may fuppofe he had his 
reafons for fo doing j and, if we except the remoteft times 
which were wrapped up in inextricable darknefs, the {landing 
monuments of each country to direct and confirm his judg- 
ment. However, they were not always united under one 
king ; for it fornetimes happened, that the kingdom was di- 
vided by the father betwen his fons, and continued fo, till 
want of iffue, alliances, or fome other circumftance united 
it again, Befides this, the feveral cities, built by the fons of 

1 Apollod, D.Sicul. Pausan. &c. 



notice of his reigning there. We (hall have occafion to fay fome- 
thing more of this Cyent when we come to fpeak of Ib/jfaiy. 
VOL. V. Rrr Lycaon, 
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Lycaon^ feem to have been divided into cantons under their 
feveral chiefs ; but whether always under one fovereign or not, 
is not fure. Hence it is, that we read of thefe cantons, as of 
feparate people, who made alliances, not only among them- 
felves, but with foreign ftates, and fignalized themfelves du- 
ring feveral centuries under their refpe&ive names, fuch as 
Tegeans, Trapezans, Mantineans^ Peretheans, and many more, 
which we fliall give our readers in its proper place, to prevent 
their being miftaken in the fequel of the Grecian hiftory for fo 
many diftinfl people from the Arcadians. 

The fucceflion of the kings of Arcadia^ who reigned from 
their founder to AriJlocrates r who was murdered by his 



fubje&s for his treachery to the Mejfenians^^ is as follows 

j Pelafgus 8 Aleus J4 Cypfelus 20 Mginetes 

Lycaon 9 Lycurgus 15 Lajus 21 Polymejlor 

3 Nyctimus 10 Echemus 16 Bucolion 22 Echmis 

4 Areas 11 Agapenor 17 Phi alius 23 Ariftocrates\. 

5 Clitor 12 Hyppothous 18 Simus 24 Hicetas 

6 Azan 13 Epytus II. 19 Pompus 25 Arijiocrates II. 

7 Epytus I. 

It were in vain to expert an exa& chronology of this king- 
dom, confidering the uncertainty of its beginning. If Pelafgus^ 
the fuppofed founder of this monarchy, were the fame with 
Phalcg or Peleg the fon of Eber 9 in whofe days the earth is 
faid to have been divided 1 ; it muft have begun at leaft as early 
as Terah's time ; but we hope we have fufficiently confuted 
this opinion heretofore f, as well as the other conje£ture of 
the fame learned man, that Peleg was the father of the Scythi- 
ans *. Thofe who place the foundation of it about Mofes's 
time feem ftill to have antedated it k neither would we ven- 
ture to place it before the expulfion of the Canaanites out of 
their native land, at which time they were obliged to go in fearch 
of fome more peaceful habitations. But whether in Jo/bua's 
time, or after it, were hard to determine. Sir Ifaac Newton 
is of opinion, that Pelafgus was cotemporary with Inacbus, 
Cecrops I. Le/ex, and other chiefs, who brought their colonies 
out of Egypt ; according to him this was about 1 120 years be- 
fore Chrift, but according to our chronology in the year of 
the flood 1443, or before Chrift, 1556, at which time we 

* Pausan. ubi fupra, cli. ii. 8c feq. 1 Gen. x. 25.vid. 8c 

Stillingfl. Or.Sacr.l. iii.c, S. f See Vol. I. p. 374. * See 
before, p. 233, £432. note D. * Vid. int.al. Rawl. hiit. of 
the wortd/1. ii, c. 6. fcft. 4. * 

have 
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have placed the foundation of Athens by Cecrops. And it can 
hardly be fuppofed, that Pelafgus could be of recenter date 
than he, if we confider the rude beginnings of either kingdom, 
or the fucceffions of their kings ; and that Paufanias thinks, 
that Lycaon was cotempovary with the Athenian founder i. 
Upon this fuppofition therefore, that they began near about 
the fame time, it will follow, that this of Arcadia lafted in 
the line of Pelafgus about 880 years, that is till the year of 
theflood 2351, and firft of the 28th olympiad, in which Arif 
tocrates II. and the Iaft of the race was ftoned to death. This 
is the utmoft we dare venture to advance concerning an epocha, 
whofe beginning is fo dark and remote- We fhall in the 
next place fubjoin what we find moft material concerning thefe 
monarch?. 

We have already faid all we know concerning Pelafgus 
and his fon Lycaon, except that this laft built a city on the 
mountain Lycaus, and called it Lycofura, caufed Jupite?' to 
be worfhipped there under the name of Jupiter Lyca-us, and 
inftituted the Lyceean games in honour of him. As for the 
cities which were built and peopled by his numerous iflue, the 
reader may fee them in the margin (E). Among fo many 
fons Lycaon had but one daughter named Callflo, with whom 
Jupiter having had an intrigue, Juno turned her into a fhe- 

bear, 

1 Arcad.c. i. 

(E) Thefe cities were Pcllantium built by Pallas, Orejlhafium^ by 
Oreftheus, Phigalia by Phigahus, afterwards called Pbialia from 
Phialus the fon of Bucolion, T rapezonte from Trapezeut, and fo of 
the reft which were built by his other fons Daceates, Macareus, Hc- 
lijfon, Acacus, (from whom this laft tribe pretends Mercury has that 
furname in Homer which fignifies without evil, implying, that the 
good he doth is without any mixture of ili) and Thocbnus. Hyp/us 
built Hyp/untes, Menelea, widTbyrea, Mcnalus. Tcgeates, and Man- 
tineusy the three cities of their name. The reit of thofe cantons, 
bearing their founders names, arc the Cromians y CbarifianSy Tricolo- 
nes } Peretheans y Ajeatians, LyceatianSy Sumatians, Hwcans, and AH- 
pholians. Orchomenos the father of the OrchomenianSy the richeft can- 
ton of all in cattle, was the only one who did not call the city of his 
building by his own name, but by that of Mctbrydion\ t The youngeft 
of Lycaon s fons called OEnotrius, initead of following the example 
of the reft, obtained a fum of money and forces from hi* brother 
Nyfiitnus, who fucceeded Lycaon, failed into Italy, and fettled there, 
and was the firft who brought a colony from Greece thither (5;. 
Hence that of Virgil: 

f De bis Vid. St. Byzant fub. voc. b' Pan fan, uhifapra, ' 3) Pan - 
fan. in Arcad. ch. iii. 

Rrr z F1 
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bear, and Diana, to pleafe that jealous goddefs, fhot her tp 
death (F). Lycaon was fucceeded by his eldeft fon 

3. Nyffimus, and he dying, we fuppofe childlefs, left the 
kingdom to 

4. Areas, the fon of Calijro by Jupiter, who gave his name 
to the kingdom ; he it was whom we mentioned above for 
having introduced and improved husbandry. He had three 
fons, not by a mortal woman, if we believe the poets, but 
by a nymph called Erato (G), befides a natural fon he had 
before he married the nymph, and at his death divided his 
kingdom between them. Azan the eldeft called his portion 
by his name Azania. Aphydas had the canton of Tegea, and 
Elatus had mount Cyllene fH), from which he went after- 
wards and fettled in Phocis, and built a city which he called 
by his name. 

5. Azan was fucceeded by his only fon 

6. CI i tor, who inftituted funeral games in honour of his 
father, built a city which he called by his name, and was the 
powerfullefl prince of his time, but died childlefs ; fo that 
his fhare of the Arcadian kingdom fell to 

7. Epytu*, eldeft fon of his Brother Elatus, who was bit 
to death by a venomous ferpent as he was hunting, and left 
the kingdom to his coufin 

8. Aleus, the fon of Aphydas. This prince made Tegea 
his metropolis, and built in it a temple to Minerva Alea. He 
had three fons, Lycurgus, Amphidamus, and Ccphcus ; and a 
daughter named Auge, whom he condemned to be drowned 

Eft locus Hefperiam Graii Cognomine dicunt, 
Terra ant '/ 'qua, pot ens armis at que ubere gleba (4?, 
OEnotrii co lucre uiri. 

(F) The fable add?, that Mercury* out of companion to the 
young princefs, and by Jupiter's order, faved the infant fhe was 
pregnant with, and placed the unhappy mother in heaven, where 
me became a conftellation, or, if you pleafe, that conftellation was 
called by her name in honour of her. 

(G> Not the mufe of that name who prefides over matters of 
love ; but a wood-nymph> fuch as they called Dryades. Thofe who 
•inhabited the mountains were called Oreades ; thofe of the water 
Nereides ; and thofe of fprings and rivers Naiades ( 5). 

(H) Which name it did not receive till afterwards from Cyllen 
the fon of Elatus. This is the fame mountain on which Jupiter is 
faid to have begot Mercury on Maia the daughter of Atlas f 

(4) Vid. Cedoyn. Not. in eund. cb. iii. {5) Vtd. Ser<v. Comm. 
jnVirg* Pau/a'i. ubifupra.c. iv. f See before, p. 272. 

for 
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for her criminal converfe with Hercules^ during his abode at 
Tegca (I). He was fucceeded by his eldeft fon 

9. Lycurgusj whofe two fons dying before him (K), he 
left the kingdom to Ecbemus^ the great grandfon of Alms* 

10. Ecbemus affifted At reus the fon of Pelops againft the 
HeraclidtV) who firft entered Peloponnefus with a powerful 
army, and with Hyllus the fon of Hercules at their head. We 
have fpoken of this expedition in a former feciion, and of the 
fuccefs of Ecbemus againft that champion whom he killed in 
fingle combat, he left his kingdom to a fon of Ancaus the fon 
of Lycurgusy named 

11. Agapenor^ who commanded the Arcadian troops at 
the fiege of Troy (L), and in his return thence, being, like 
the reft of the furviving Grecian chiefs, tofled about by con- 
trary winds and tempcfts, was call: at length upon the coafts 
of Cyprus^ and fettled at Papbos, where he built a temple to 
Venus^ who, till then, if we believe Paufanias, was only 
worlhipped at the finall city of Golgos m . From him the 
kingdom paffed to the line of Stympbalus the fon of El<xtus y 
who was the youngeft fon of Areas. 

* 

1 Arcad. c. ii. ™ Arcad. c. v. 

(I) This princefs having captivated the famous Hercules whilfi: 

he was at Tegea, was left with c;hild by him, which her father no 
iooner perceived, than he ordered her to be drowned, or, accord- 
ing to others, to be put into a cheft with her child and flung 
into the fea ; <he was taken up about the mouth of the Caicus by 
Teuthras king of Myjta, who was fo charmed with her beauty, that 
he married her, and brought up her fon Telepbus as his own, and 

made him his fucceflbr (6). 

Others fay, that Aleus committed his daughter to Nauplius, to be 
drowned in the fea, and that fhe being delivered in her way to 
Nauplia, an Argolic port, (he left her child there, and that he, 
inftead of drowning the mother, fold her to Teutbras. The child 
wa3 fuckled by a deer, from which he was called Telepbus, and 
when of age, having been directed by the oracle, who hi? parents 
were, went into Myjia, where he was adopted by his father-in- 
law (7). 

(K) The fe were Ane<eus 9 who, being returned from the Argo- 
nautic expedition, was killed by the Calydonian wild boar, and E . 
pochus, who was carried off by fickneft. 

(L) Mod probably as an auxiliary hired by Agamemnon, by whofe 
mips they were tranfportcd to and from that fiege, as wc obferved 
in a former note. 

(6) Paufun uji fupra, {7) ApolkdL ii. Dial. Sicul I. iv. 
Paufan. ubi ftipra. 

12. 
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12. Hippotbous the great grandfon of Stymphalus was the 
perfon who fucceeded him, of whom we have nothing me- 
morable, except that he transferred the feat of the kingdom 
from Tegea the antient metropolis to Trape%a \ he was fuc- 
ceeded by his fon 

13. Epytus II. in whofe days Oreftes the fon of Agamemnon , 
being warned by the oracle, retired into Arcadia, and died, 
and was buried in or near the city of Tegea n (M). Epytus 
was afterwards ftruck blind for his prefumption in venturing 
into the temple of Neptune at Mantinea, and dying foon af- 
ter it left the crown to his fon 

14. Cypfe/usy in whofe days Crefpbontes^ having by indi- 
reft means gotten the kingdom of MeJJenia, was murdered 
with two of his fons. The third named JEpytus^ by others 
JEgyptus, fled to Cypfelus, who was his grandfather by the 

n Vid. Herodot. 1. i. c. 66. Pa us an. ubifupra. 

(M) Herodotus tells us, that the Lacedemonians, having proved 
onfuccefsfui againft the Orcadians, were told by the oracle, that 
they would continue fo, till they had brought back che bones of 
that prince. The difficulty was to find them out, and here they 
were forced to confult the oracle again, from which they received 
the following remarkable anfwer, as it is englifhed by Littlebury. 
In the Arcadian plain lies Tegea, 

Where two impetuous -winds are forced to blow ; 
Form, refifts form, mifchief on mi/chief ftrikes \ 
Here mother earth keep Agamemnon\ fon p 
Carry him off", and be victorious. 

The folution of this puzzling anfwer was afterwards accidentally 
found out by laches 9 an eminent Spartan, who being one day at 
Vegea, and obferving, with fome attention, a fmith working at his 
fliop, was told by him, that in the finking of a well, he had found 
a coffin feven cubits long, and that having had the curiofity to open 
it, to fee if the body anfwered the length of the coffin, he had 
found it exadlly fitting, and had laid it again where he found it. 

Licbes, comparing the place he was in, and the anfwer of the 
oracle, did eafily conceive, that by the fmith's bellows were meant 
the two winds, by the hammer and anvil the two contending forms, 
and by the double mifchief thofe which are caufed by Iron ; upon 
which, having acquainted the Spartans with this difcovery, it was 
agreed, that he fliould be baniflicd for fome fictitious crime, that he 
might be the lefs fufpefted, and return to Tegea, which he did ac- 
cordingly, and having with fome difficulty hired che fmith's inclo- 
fure, did privately dig up the bones, and carry them away to 
Sparta (8). 

(8) Herodot. I. iv. c . 66. 

mother's 
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mother's fide (N), and by his affiftance regained the MeJJe- 
nian kingdom, revenged his father's deaths and killed the 
ufurper Polyphonies. We find nothing confiderable during 
the reigns of his four next fucceflbrs, Lajus, Bucolion, Phia- 
lius, and Simus, except that in the time of this laft, an antient 
ftatue of Ceres 9 furhamed the Blacky was fet on fire, which 
was looked upon as a prefage of that monarch's fpeedy death, 
which happened accordingly foon after : he was fucceeded by 
his fon 

19. Pompus. This prince, by the help of the JEgineta, open- 
ed a commerce by land-carriage from his inland towns to the 
fea-port of Cyllene, to and from which the merchandifes ufed 
to be conveyed upon mules. This trade proved fo beneficial 
to the kingdom, that, in gratitude to thofe iflanders, Pompus 
called his fon and fucceflbr by their name Mginetes. This 
laft was fucceeded by his fon 

21. Polymejlor, in whofe days happened that fierce inva- 
fion we fpoke of at the beginning of this fe&ion, in which the 
Lacedemonians, being come againft Tegea, were difcomfited 
by the help of the Arcadian women, and both they and their 
king Charilaus bound with the chains they had brought for 
the Tegeans ; however, Charilaus was foon after releafed, 
upon his oath and promife, that the Lacedemonians fhould not 
fight againft them any more. The chains were afterwards 
hung up as trophies in the temple of Minerva Haliea, where 
they ftill continued in Herodotus's time °. Polymejlor was 
fucceeded by his brother 

22. Echmis, who affifted the Mejfenians, the old and con- 
ftant allies of the Arcadians, againft the Lacedemonians, and 
was fucceeded by his own fon 

23. Arijlocrates I. This prince, among other wicked ac- 
tions, being fallen in love with a young virgin, prieftefs of 
Diana Hymnia, a deity highly reverenced by the Arcadians, 
and having in vain tried to debauch her, went and ravifhed 

0 Hbrodot. ubi fupra. 

(N) About the begirining of his reign the Dorian fleet having in- 
vaded Peloponnefus, not by the ifthmus of Corintb % as they had done 
three generations before, for want of taking the right meaning of 
the oracle ; but byianding above the cape of Rhion, Cypfelus was 
forced to malte an alliance with Crefphontes, and to give him his 
daughter in marriage, to help him to make head againft thenv in 
confideration of which, his fon. Helped AZpyfus to regain Tlis father's 
kingdom (9). 

► 

(9) Paujan, ubi fupra* 

• ' her 
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her at the very altar of the goddefs. For this fa& he was 
ftoned to death by his fubje&s, who, to prevent the like facri- 
legious attempts for the future, ordained, that from thence- 
forth none but married women fhould he admitted to the 

prieftly fun&ion. 

We know nothing concerning his fon Hicetas, except that 

he was father to 

25. Arijf aerates II. the laft of the royal line of Cypfe/us, 
and with whom we fhall clofe this fe&ion ; he was ftoned to 
death by his own fubje£ts for his treachery to the Meffenians 
his allies, whom he betrayed to the Spartans^ with whom 
they were at war. We fliall fee the fequel of it in the next 
chapter : and all that we fhall add here is, that the Arcadi- 
an$i not content with his death, caft his body out of their ter- 
ritories, left it expofed without burial, and, to perpetuate his 
infamy, ere&ed a pillar in a grove of mount Lycaus, on 
which they caufed an infeription to be ingraved, the purport 
of which you may read in the margin (O), as we find it en- 
gli/hed by Mr. Hind in his Grecian hiftory p . 

p P. 167. Vid. & Pa vsa n. ubi fupra, & in Meffenic. 

(O) The bafe betrayer of Meffenes Hate 
Has met at length a well-deferved fate. 
In vain perfidious traitors juftice fhun ; 
Hail, mighty Jove ! fave the Arcadian throne. 



SECT. VII. 



The Hijlory of the antient kingdom of Thessaly, with 

a Jhort account of that of Phocis. 

K t~~T~\HESSALy is fuppofed to have received its name 
Name. I from <f^ a / us ^ t j, e f at her b , or, according to o- 

thersc, the fon of Gr areas > an antient king of an ob- 
fcure village, from whom the Greeks are faid to have been 
defcended d . It was alfo antiently called JEtnonia^ either from 
the famous mountain of that name, or from the daughter of 
Deucalion^ or perhaps rather from Mmon the fon of Chlorus % 
the father of Theffalus and grandfon of Pelafgus e . From 
this laft it was alio called Pelafgia* and Pyrrhaa from Pyr- 

1 Steph. By zant. fub voce Qia<r#\. p Eujeb. Chronic. 
Vid. & not. Scalig. in eund. c Vid. By zan t. fub voce 

I>Uo*. Id. ibid. & Ct u vbr. lib. iv. c. 8. ' Bv- 

ZANT, fllb VOCe " AifAOf, 

f rba 
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rite Deucalion's wife] but it was mqft commonly known My 
that of Theffafy, as it is now by that of yanna. 

It was, anciently divided into four diftridls, or perhaps Uivijioa* 
kingdoms. Theffaliotis 9 IJiiceotis^ Pelafgiotis, and Phtbi/otis. 
Deucalion was king of this laft when the deluge which , goes 
by his name happened, which deftroyed all the inhabita nts of 
this and me neighbouring countries, except only fuch a/s hap- 
pily efcaped into the high mountains of TheJJalioiis^ and Deu- 
cation t and his wife, who were carried in an ark up'On the 
waters nine days and nights, and refted . at length upqln Far- 
naffits, from which they are feigned to have repeopled, the 
country by throwing of ftones behind them f . However, 
the name of Thejfaly and Thejfalians in time prevailed, / and 
came to fignify all -the four parts. Sometimes it included 
Magnefia and . Pbthiotis x and fometimes not 5 . fometinnes it 
was joined with Macedonia* and fometimes fevered fro/in if, 
and again rejoined to it 8 . .» 

Thejfaly j properly fp called, had on the eaft the pr ovinces Situation 
of Magnefia and Phtlna abovementioned, and thefe fivo were and extent 



bounded by the Mgmn fea. On the weft it had /Illyricum 
and EpyruS} now Albania on the north Mace donia and 
Mygdonia y and on the fouth Gracia Propria. Tit extended 
from weft to eaft about 1 deg. 20 min. that is, from 24 deg: 
10 min. to 25 and a half eaft longitude, and from north to 
fouth, from 39 deg. 50 min, to about 41 deg. north latitude. 

It was famous for its twenty four hills, the moft remark- Natural 
able of which were thofe that follow : rarities, 

1 . Olympus , celebrated among the poets, for its extraordi- 
nary height: 2. Othrys, where king Pirithous reigned over 
the Lapitha : 3. Pel ion : 4. OJJa^ which with Nepbele were, 
according to the fable, inhabited by Centaurs^ who were af- 
terwards killed or driven away by Hercules for their luftful 
attempt upon the women that affifted at Pirithous 9 * nuptials. 
Here were alfo the plains of Pbar/alia y and the delightful 
valley of Tempea^ about fix miles in length and five in breadth, 
fo pleafantly iituate between the mountains of OJfa^ Pelion $ 
and Olympus, fo beautified with nature's gifts, and watered 
by the river Peneus y which ran through the midft of it, that it 
was reckoned the garden of the mufes. On the fouth bor- 
ders of Thejfaly were feated the Dolopes and Myrmidons (A), 
whom Achilles led to the Trojan war. 

The 

V 

f Ovid. Metam. init. Apollod. 1. i.e. 7. g Cluver. 

ubi fupra. Mel a, 1. ii. c. 3, * 4. \ 

(A) The latter were fo called from fiJ§/xu§ a pi/mire, not, as 
the poets feign, becaufe JEacus the fon of Jupiter, feeing his 
Vo l . V. S f f country 
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Rivers. The whole kingdom of Thejfaly was very pleafant and 

fruitful, being watered by feveral great rivers which rim 
quilte 3crofs the country- The chiefeft of them are the Pe- 
netix abovcmentioned, the Aliacmon, Erigon^ and Axius 5 all 
which empty themfelves into the Mgcan fea, by the gulph of 
Thejfalonica, antiently called Sinus Thermaicus. This coun- 
try fecms alfo to have been above others produ&ivc of poi- 
fonouis weeds and drugs. Hence Plautus makes ufe of the 
word Theffalus to exprefe a poifonous thing ; but upon the 
whole it was fo fruitful and delicious a country, that, like 
maqy others of the fame rich nature, it was feldom free 
fronlj foreign invafions from fome neighbouring nation or o 
ther, 

Cities of Cities of note were ; t. Larijfa^ famed for giving birth i 
note , to Achilles, called from thence Larijjius (B). Its fituation 

was excellent, being near the gulph above-mentioned, and 
upon the river Ptneus near the foot of Olympus, and at one 
end of the valley of Tempea : 2. Demetrias, fituate on the 
Sinus Pmjgicus, now Golfo dell Armi$p 9 and ftrongly forti- 
fied by art and nature: 3. Pegafa on the fame gulph, fa- 
mous for being the place where the fhip Argo was built, 
which earned the Argonauts to their famed expedition of the 
golden fleece, of which we fhall fpeak by-and~by. Pythian, 
celebrated for the Pythian games, which were inftituted here 
in honour of Apollo, and, as fome fay, in memory of his 
killing the ferpent Python (C). The metropolis of Thejfaly 

was 



country difpeopled by a grievous plague, obtained a frefh fupply 
of fubjedte from his father, by turning ants into men ; but becaufe, 
as Strabo fays, this people were very excellent in cultivating the 
ground, and imitated the pifmires in their diligence and oecono- 
my, or took the hint of digging, tilling, and other hufbandry from 
that infeft. 

(B) Others fay, that he was born at Pbtbia, efpecially the po- 
ets. This difference might be owing either to the nearnefs of 
thofe two places, or perhaps to his being born in the one, and 
making his refidence in the other. 

(C) We have already fpoken of fome others inftituted upon 
particular accounts, and celebrated in feveral parts of Greece. The 
four molt: confiderable were, the lfthaian, the Olympic, the Ne- 
mean, and the Pythian j thefe made four annual meetings for 
all the Grecians, who reforted to thofe places in great number, 
but which were ftill much more efteemed for the concourfe of the 
nobleft and greateft youths, who came tofignalize themfelves there, 
fome for their ftrength, others for their activity, courage, wic, 

learning, and other valuable accompliffiments. 

The 
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was, according to Heliodorus h , called Hypatba, and lituated 
riear the Sinus MaUacus^ now Golfo de Ziton, and at a fmall 
diftance from mount Oeta, upon which Hertules ended his 
life, after he had put on the poifoned fhirt\ 

' Thejfaly was famous, among other things, for fuch an ex-* 
traordinary breed of oxen, that Neleus king of Pylus refufed 
to give his daughtor in marriage to Melaxipus king of Tiryas, 
except he procured him fome of them, which he foon after 
did by the help of his brother Bias (D) What fine horfcs 
they bred, and how expert they were in the ufe and manage- 
ment of that noble creature, we need not tell our readers, 
fince the fiftion of the centaurs ( t E) is allowed to have taken 
its origin from them*. This fable, however, rerledis no 
lefs a brand upon them for their brutllh incontinency* 
than it commends thera for their fcill in horieman&ip. 
The attempt which they made upen the vromen that 
affifted . at the nuptials of their neighbour, Pirithous king 

* Hift. ^Ethiop. ap. Hhylitt. 1 Paksan. in Menenic. 

c. xxxvi. k Oson. Serv. Vattabl. & al. 

The priz*, which was given to the vi&ors at thefe Pythian 
games, was originally a garland of oaken boughs, which was af- 
terwards changed into one of laurel. The reader may fee a ful- 
ler account of all thefe games in Potter's antiquities (1). 

(D) We have already fpoben of thefe two brothers in a fcriner 
fe&iori, ard fnewn how they came to thair lhare of the Argolk 
kingdom f. Our author adds, that Bias, to oblige hh brother, 
having undertaker* to fetch the oxen from Theffaly, was caught in 
the attempt, ajid flung into prifqn. But being a famous diviner, 
he plied his art fo well with Ipbiclus the owner of them, by fore- 
telling many furprifing events to him, that he obtained them as a 
recompence of his extraordinary mill. Bias brought them to A/*- 
lampvs, Wlio prefented them to iUleu$ % and he left them to flejlor, 
who caufed them to be kept in a liable under ground, which wag 
Hill to be feen in our author's time- 

(E) The centaurs were fabled to have the upper part of their 
bodies, that is, from the navel upwards, like a man, and from 
thence downwards like a horfe, and to have been the monftrcus 
offspring of lxion> when he embraced a cloud inftead of Juno. The 
ground of this ftory was, that thefe peoole did manage their horfea 
fo well, that they were fuppofed by other nations, to be but one 
creature with them, and as the mod famous of them dwelt in a 
canton called in Greek N«pi?o), which fignifies a cloud ; hence catpc 

the fable of their being begotten of Ixiou on a cloud. 
(1) CL xxi. & feq. f Sea. iii. p. 451. A bis vid. Pau~ 

fm iff M'fmc. cfa hxvuL 

S f f a 
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of the Lapitb&i mentioned a little higher, is a pregnant 
proof of the* one, and the hiftory of their ware with other 
nations affords .us a conftarit proof of the latter, fo that in 
fpite of their debauchery they have ftill fliewed themfelves a 
warlike nation, and as fuch their alliance, as well as affift- 
ance, efpecially that of their cavalry, was ever highly court- 
ed by contending powers. And indeed, if we confider how 
liable the pleafantnefs and fertility of their country- made 
them to foreign invafions, it will be no wonder they fhould 
fee fo well inured to the trade of war. Nor can it Bb fup- 
pofed, that any thing but their extraordinary Valour could 
have faved them from being fwallowed up by fomc of their 
neighbours, conlidering that their fcanty territories confifted 
Only of four fmall kingdoms or diftridis, as often disjointed 
from each other under different princes, as united together un- 
der one. 

For this reafon we fhall not pretend to give here a lilt of 
their kings, much lefs of thofe.petty tyrants, wha reigned, 
fome over one or more, others over all the four diuri&s ; but 
lhall content ourfelves with mentioning what we find 
moft rem&kable under any of them, during this fabulous and 
heroic epocha (F) . At the head of all muft be placed the ce- 
lebrated Argonautic expedition, which happened in the reign 
of Pfclias king of Tbeffaly about the year of the world 2720, 
Year of or a hundred years before the taking of Tray, We do not, 
the Flood, however, pretend, to fettle this epocha with any certainty ; 
*7 r 4 # but have followed that of 

f a Ch'fl * nt0 t ' ie difference between Sir Ifaac Newton and him. The 
0f g 1 occafion of this expedition was as follows : 
12 Mfon % tlie third in defcent from Molus* being either worn 

Jrvonau- out Wlt ^ a S c or weai 7 of government, whilft his fon Jafon 9 
tk expert- whom he had by Polymcla* or according to others by Alcime- 
tim % de r was yet very young, appointed Pelias, his brother' by 

the mother's fide, guardian of the kingdom till his fon came 
of age. Pelias on the other hand, who had refolved to fecure 

(F) Among the fabulous exploits of the gods we muft not omit 
the rape of Cyrene a beautiful virgin, daughter to Hyp/em king of 
Thejfaly, by Jupiter, who conveyed her from the mountain of Pe- 
lion to that of Cyra, upon which Battusi fo railed from his Ham- 
mering, fettled a colony, *&nd buifc a city which he called by the 
name of that princefs, after which he is.faid to have recovered the 
free ufc of his fpeecb, as the oracle had obfeurely foretold (2). 
There is alfo a fountain of the fame name near that city, which was 
dedicated to Apollo (3). 

* 

( 2 ) J u fi ' in * A *iii« c. 7. (3) Paufa*. its Lacq** 

the 
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the government to himfelf, fent to confult the oracle about it, 
and was bid to beware of the man that had but one fhoc. It 
happened fame time after, that as he was facrificing to Nep- 
tune he called his nephew to him, who was on the other fide 
of a rivulet, and Jafon, making more hafte than good fpeed 
to crofs the brook, dropped one of his fhoes, and gave him 
occafion to think, that he was the perfon pointed at by the 
oracle. He. then afked him what courfe he would take with 
a perfon of whom the oracle had bid him beware, and Jafon 
readily anfwered, that he would fend him to Colchis in fearch 
oi the Golden Fleece (G). His uncle took him at his word* 
and fent him immediately upon that enterprize Jafon made 
no difficulty to obey, and having engaged a confiderable num- 
ber of young noblemen, the flower of all Greece, to this expe- 
dition 5 he procured afhip to be built for his purpofe at Pega- 
fa by one Argus, from whom he called it Argo, and hence he 
and his gallant company were called' Argonauta. 

Thise adventurers, after many ftrange difficulties and 
exploits which the reader will find in the margin (H), arrived 

at 

> lib. 1. 



(G) This fabulous fleece was then in pofleflion of jEetes king 
of Colchis, a country lying between the Euxine fea and Iberia, and 
now called Mengrelia* It then had fome confiderable mines of 
gold, which gave rife to the fable of the fleece. The country a- 
boundingalfo with poifonous drugs and plants, which Medea, king 
JEetes*% daughter, knew how to prepare and make ufe of, the poets 
thought (fit to turn her into an enchantrefs. The fable adds, that 
the fleece was hung upon a large oak in the grove of Mars, and 
was guarded by a dragon who never flept. 

(H) The firft place they touched at was the ifland of Lemnos in 
the JEgean fea, inhabited by female warriors^ who, though they 
had killed their hufbands in order to lead an Amazonian life, yet 
were fo charmed with thefe brave youths, that they took them to 
their beds. They failed next to the country of the Deliones, where 
they were kindly received by their king, Cyzicus, but loofing from 
thence in the night, and being driven feck by contrary winds, they 
were miilaken for Pe/afgians, with whom they were then at war, 
A fierce engagement eniued, in which Cyzicus and a great number 
of his men were killed on the fpot. The return of day -light hav- 
ing difcovered the unhappy railtake, they only flayed to bury their 
dead, and failed to Myfia, a coup try in 4Jia Minor near the Hslle- 
fpont +. 

Here Hercules plying his oar with more might than (kill, unluck- 
ily broke it, and whilft he was gone into the wood to cut himfelf a 
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at length at the land of Colchis, where the golden fleece was 
kept. They went immediately to the metropolis, where Ja- 
fon acquainted Metes king of the country with Pelias's com- 
mand, and demanded the fleece of him. Metes promifed to 
deliver it to him, provided he could yoke together, by his 
, own fingle ftrengtb, two fierce and terrible bulls (which had 
brazen hoofs, and breathed out fire and flame, and had been 
prefented to him by Vulcan), and plow the ground -with them, 
fowing it with the dragons teeth which Minerva had given 

new one, Hylas, his beloved boy, was ftolen by a nymph, *s he was 
drinking at a fountain, fo that whilft he and his brocheivin-Iaw's fon 
Polyphemus went in fearph of him, the Argonaut* left them behind 
And failed into Bithiyna. 

Here Amycus the fon ef Neptune , .king cf the country, a man of 
prodigious ftrength, having obliged them, as he did all ftrange 
comers, to fight with him at whorlbacs, was killed by Polfex one 
of the Argonautic heroes. The Bebryces, feeing their king fallen, 
would foon have revenged his death on the vi&or, had not his brave 
companions relcued him from the danger, after whi(& they failed 
immediately to Salmydejfus a city in Thrace, where they confulted 
the famous blind foothfayer Pbineus, concerning the fuccefs of their 
expedition. 

This perfon, who, according to the fable, was continually infeft- 
ed with Harpyes, a monftrous kind of bird with womens faces and 
foul long claws, who devoured one part of his provifions, and poi- 
foned the reft with the itench they left upon it, promifed to direft 
them fafely to Colchis, provided they would rid him of that infec- 
tious vermin, which they accordingly did. He then, among Or 
ther directions, bid them beware of the Symplegades, two rocks 
or, according to others, two iflands, about half a league diftant 
from the ilraits of Bofphorus* and fo near together, that at a diftance 
they feem to run againft each other, and which, the poets fay, 
were often pufhed fo clofe by the force of the winds, that they 
{hut up the paffuge. He therefore advifed them to let a pigeon 
through it, and not to attempt the ilreight, unlefs they.faw him got 
fafe to the other fzde ; they followed his advice with fome fuccefs, 
the pigeon having loft only one part of his tail, and the fhip re- 
ceived a fmall bruife on its hinder part. 

from this ftraight they failed to the mouth of the river Partheni- 
tts 9 and were honourably received by Lycus king of that country. 
Here Idmoti, the (on of Apollo and Afltria, and a foothfayer of their 
company, was killed by a wild boar. Typhis their pilot did like- 
wife die here, and was fucceeded by Ancxus. At length, havipg 
crofted the river Thertnodon and mount Caucafus, they arrived fafe 
at Colchis, which was the end of their Journey * 

* Apollon. Arogonaut. t, ii. Apollod. L i. Fid, Hind, Hift, Gr<tc. 

bin** 
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him* and were the remainder pi thofe which Cadmus had 

fown at Thebes ro . 

Jafon, perplexed how to perform thefe conditions, was 
happily relieved by Medea the king's daughter, who was fallen 
in love with him. She promifed him, that if he would mar- 
ry her fhe would: affift him in it, and he had no fooner agreed 
to it, than (he gave • him a medicine, with which having a- 
nointed his body and armour, he was to be phx>f againft the 
violence of the bulls, or, according to others, ftie taught 
him how to tame thofe fierce creatures, fo as to be able to 
yoke and make ufe of them. She told him moreover, that 
the teeth which he was to fow would, prefently fpring up into 
armed men, which would infallibly deftroy him, unlefs he 
raifed an immediate diflention among them by throwing ftones 
at them, during which he might eafily cut them off. Jaforz, 
having fuccesfully performed the teik; went and demanded 
the fleece according to /Eetes's promife, whilft he, inftead of 
delivering it, was contriving how to'deftroy him and his com- 
pany and burn their flbip. To prevent this mifchief, Medea 
went, and by her enchantments cafi the watchful dragon into 
a deep fleep, ftole the fleece, and brought it to her lover, 
who took her, and, at her defire, alfo her brother Abjyrtus y into 
his fhip, and failed away immediately with his companions. 
Metes, who was foon informed of his daughter's treachery, 
purfued immediately after them, which when fhe perceived, 
fhe cut her brother in pieces, and fcattered his mangled limbs 
about, in hopes to ftop his farther purfuit as it actually did. 
For the difconfolate king, furprifed at her unnatural barbarity, 
ftayed to gather up the fragments of his fons body, and buried 
them in a place called from thence Tbmt y and in the mean 
time fhe and the Argonauts efcaped into Tl)ejfaly^ not without 
having firft felt the effects of Jupiter's anger for the murder 
of Abfyrtus (Ij, and after having fpent four whole months in 



this expedition. 



During 



■ Id. ibid. Vid. Hind, ubi fupra, I. i. 



(I) The fable adds, that Jove having purfued the Argonauts with 
dreadful fiorms, and caft them upon unknown coafts, the fhip Argo* 
to their greac furprife, fpake to them, and a (Tared them, that that 
god would never be appeafed, till they were cleanfed from their 
murder by Circe, a famed forcerefa, fuppofed to have been the 
daughter of Sol by the nymph Pcrfe % who lived in the ifland of 
jEea. They had no fooner obeyed t\\h miraculous order, than, 
(ailing by the coafts of the Syrens , they were delivered from the 

danger of their inchanting mufic, by the more, charming voice of 

Orphan. 



7 he fabulous and heroic tvmes. Book X 

p 

During his abfence, Pelias. who never expend his re- 
turn from Colchis, had taken fome means to cut- off his. father 
in order to fix the kingdom upon himfelf and his fon Acaftus> 
and the oid king, being apprifed of his plots, had poifoned 
himfelf by drinking a draught of bull's blood. His queen like- 
wife, oppreffed with grief for his death, and the fuppofed 
lofs of her fon and kingdom, had hanged herfelf, fo that Pe- 
lias now thought himfelf fecure on his throne, when, contra- 
ry to his expectation, Jafon returned fuccefsful and victori- 
ous, and brought the fleece to him (K). However, he had 
fo well ftrengthened himfelf in it, that Jafon brave and well 
accompanied as he was, did not dare undertake any thing 

againft 

Orpheus? Thence they failed between Scylla zxii Char ibdis invironed 
with the fire and fmoke, which feemed to iffue out of thofe and 
the neighbouring rocks. They were, however, delivered from 
this danger alfo, by Tetbys znd the 'Nereids at Juno's command, and 
came at length to Corey ra the ifland of the Pbaeaces, where Jlcinous 
then reigned. Here they were overtaken by the Colchians, whom 
JEetes had fent in purfuit of them. Thefe went immediately to 
the king, and demanded Medea to be delivered to them, which he 
promifed to do in cafe (he was not already married to Jafon. But 
his queen, being apprifed of this promife, went and married them 
privately and out of hand, fothat the Colchians 9 being forbid to re- 
turn home without her, were forced to fettle in this ifland, whilft 
the Argonauts failed towards Crete. 

Here Medea was again forced to make life of her inchantments to 
deliver the fhip from being funk by the ftones, which Talus, a man 
of brafs and the prefent of Vulcan to Minos, then king of that ifland, 
threw at it. This extraordinary man is feigned to have had one 
continued vein from his neck to his heel, the end of which was clo- 
fed with a brazen pin ; hence they pretend, that Medea, under 
pretence of making him immortal, only plucked out the pin and 
let out all his blood ; others fay, flie poifoned him with fome dead- 
ly potion. From Crete they came to JEgina , an ifland inhabited 
by the Myrmidon^ whom they were forced to fight to get a fupply 
of frefli water. Kence failing by Eitb&a and Locris, they arrived 
at length at Jolcos y the place whence they firft fet out *, 

(K) We have obferved already in a former note, that by this gol- 
den fleece was underftood fome mines in the country of Colchis. 
Thcfc arc fuppofed by fome mythologies to have been contiguous 
to fome of thofe torrents which fall from the neighbourhood of 
mount Caucafusy and to have brought down with them fome quan- 
tities of gold duft, which the inhabitants faved by fetting' fleeces 
of wool acrofs fome of the narrow paflTages of thofe currents. 
This is indeed the moft rational account that can be given of that 

'* Id. Hid. <uid. &. Paufats. pa/s. 

matter, 
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againft him openly. Medea was forced to have recourfe to 
her magic to be revenged on the tyrant, and, as fome fay, 
reftored Jafon's father to life. After this fhe prefuaded Pelt- 
as's daughters to boil their old father, on pretence fhe would 
reftore him to life and youthful vigour, but upon her non- 
performance Acaftus mounted the throne, and, having per- 
formed his father's funeral obfequies, banifhed Jafon and his 
wife from TheJJaly, who went and dwelt at Corinth, where 
we fhall find them again in the next fe£Hon. 

Acaflus is famed for having been a great hunter, and for the 
incontinency of his wife Hippolyte, or, as (he is called by 
others, Cretheis; which proved fatal to him. She was in love 
with Peleus the fon of Cacus, and had folicited him Jin vain 
for fome time, till inraged at length at his conftant refufal, flie 
accufed him to her hufband for having made fome attempts 
upon her honour. Acaftus, believing her and endeavouring to 
kill Peleus, was himfelf and his unchafte wife flain by him. 

The next Theffalian prince, both in time and fame, was 
the celebrated Achilles^ the fon of Peleus and Thetis the god- 
defs of the fea. This hero was king of Phthia, one of the 
four provinces of Thejfaly, and is feigned to have been dipped 
by his mother in the river Styx (L) when he was a child, and 
to have become invulnerable by it in every part, except the 
heel by which fhe held him, After this Ihe fent him to be 
brought up by the centaur Chiron, where he learned mufic, 
arms, and the riding Jof the great horfe. Being afterwards 
warned by the oracle, that if he went to the Trojan war he 
fhould meetjwith his death there, fhe difpatched him privately 
in woman's apparel to Lycomedes king of Scyros, an ifland in 
the Mgean fea and one of the Cyclades, where, among other 
exploits, he debauched Dejanira one of the king's daughters, 
by whom he begot the celebrated Pyrrhus, afterwards king of 
Epirus. This tranfadlion, as Paufanias obferves, feems to 
have been defignedly omitted by Homer as unworthy of his 
hero, though it has been preferved by all the other poets. 

matter, which the fabulous poets afterwards difguifed after their 
cuftom, and embelliflied with the {lories of dragons, brazen bulls, 
dreadful feas, dangerous paflages, and many fuch difficulties which 
attended the fearch after that precious metal. 

As for the account which Suidas gives of it, that it was a parch- 
ment book made of fhecps {kin, and in which was written the whole 
fecret of tranfinuting all metals into gold ; it fcarcely defervca to 
be mentioned. 

(L) We have already fpoken of this river in the hiftorr of Arca- 
dia. 

Vot. V* T t t Im 
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Ik the mean time, the Grecian chiefs being likewife fore T 
warned by an old prophecy, that their enterprize againft Troy 
would prove unfuccefsful unlefs they had Achilles with them, 
Ulyjfes undertook to find him out, and to bring him to that war, 
which he accordingly did. Thetis, finding that Her fon was 
determined to prefer a glorious death beFore the walls of Troy 9 
to an inglorious immortality, prevailed upon Vulcan to make 
him an impenetrable armour, with which he went at the head 
of his bold Myrmidons to the fatal fiege. Here he forbore ac- 
ting for fome time, upon a pique he had taken againft Aga- 
memnon on account of a beautiful female captive ; but his re- 
fentment being at length fwallowed up in the death of his dear 
friend Patroclus, who had been killed by Heflor, Achilles 
thenceforth fought nothing but to revenge it, which he fobn 
after did. Heftor was not only flain, but moft barbaroully 
ufed by him after his death, he having caufed his body to be 
tied to his chariot, and dragged thrice round the walls of Troy. 
This inhumanity did not go long unpuniflied, and Priam ha- 
ving redeemed his fon's fhattered remains at an exceffive price, 
Paris, another of his fons, foon after fhot Achilles in the 
heel, the only place in which he was not invulnerable *. 

The two moft memorable things, which the Thejfalians 
are fince recorded for, ar^ 9 their driving the Boeotians from 
their country of Arne, afmall territory in Thejfaly, fo called 
from its metropolis built by Bceotus the fon of Neptune by 
Arm, the daughter of Molus (M), the fecond of that name, 
who was the fon of Hyppotes and grandfon of Mimas king of 
Molis , and their conftant wars againft the Phociens. The 
former of thefe happened, according to Tloucydides l , fixty 
years after the taking of Troy, and about a hundred after their 
firft fettlement in that territory ; when the Boeotians, being 
driven thence, went and poflefled themfelves ' of a country 
then named Cadmeis, and called it by their name Bceotia. 

♦ See before, p. 388. 1 lib. i. 

(M) This JEolus finding his daughter pregnant, is faid to have 
fent her to Metapontium t a city in Italy (4), where fhe was delivered 
of two fons J&olus and Batotus, the former of whom poflefled him- 
felf afterwards of the ifles in the Tyrrhenian fea, fince called by his 
own name jEolidcs, in one of which he built the city Li para. Bceo* 
tus went to jEo/is to his grandfather and fucceeded him in his king- 
dom, calling the country Avne from his mother, whilft his people 
retained that of Boeotians from him (5). 

1 

(4) Id. fab. wc. MiWofl. (<) D. Sscui #. 4. 
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We have elfewhere fpoken of that cbuntry, and given ano- 
ther etyniology of it, to which we refer the reader. 

As foi- their wars With the Phocians (N), it is not eafy to 
gUfefe at the true ground of them, only we find, that there 
was an irreconcileable hatred intailed between thole two nati- 
ons, which proved a conftant fource of frefh and bloody en- 
counters, in which the Thejfalians, though fuperior in ftrength. 
efpecially on account of their cavalry, were very often wor- 
fted by the policy of their enemies ; witnefs thofe ftatues of 
Apollo, Minerva, Diana, and other trophies, which, Pau- 
fanidt tells us m they fet up, both on their borders and at the 
temple of Delphos, in memory of their fignal victories over 
them. T^he truth is, the kingdom of Phocis was very moun- 
tainous, and the avenues to it very rugged, fo that the Tbef- 
fatians, who feem ftill to have been the aggreflbrs, could re- 
ceive but little benefit from their horfe. On the contrary, 
the fame author gives us a remarkable inftance, in which it 
even proved detrimental to them. We fhall give it our rea- 
ders pretty near in his own words n . The Phocians having got 
intelligence, that the Thejfalians, were invading them by the 
road of Hyampolis ( a city lituate near the mount Parnajfus ), 
they ftrewed all that way with empty pots and potfherds, 
which they covered, however, fo well with earth, that the 
Theffalian horfe, who came riding full fpeed, did not perceive 
it, till they were fo intangled in it, that they were all cut in 
pieces by them o. Their defire of revenge foon made them 
raife a more powerful army than the former, which fo alarmed 
the Phocians, who dreaded above all their cavalry, more for- 
midable for their famed dexterity than for their number, that 
they fent to confult the Delphic orsille concerning the event 
of this invafion. The anfwer they received was, That a mor- 
tal and a deity were going to engage in a bloody fight \ that both 
would come off vidorious \ but that the mortal would get the 

better. Upon receiving this anfwer, they fent Gelon with 300 
men in the night to obferve the motions of the Thejfalians, 
but with exprefs orders not to engage with them, but to return 
by fome by-ways. But he falling unfortunately into their 

m In Phocid. c. xiii. 0 Ibid, c, 1. Vid.& Herodot. 1. i. & viii. 
Justih. Diod. &al. »Her.odot. 1. viii. Pausan. in Phocid. 

(N) The Phocians were a people who inhabited the traft of land, 
which lies between the fouth border of Tbejaiy and the IJlhmus of 
Corinth. , It feems therefore that this their neighbourhood was a 
content; fource of their wars, whatever other motives there might 
be for their invincible hatred. We (hall give a fuller account of this 
warlike nation in the clofe of this fedion, 

T t t 2 hands 
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hands with his men, they were all either trampled to death by 
their horfes, or put to the fword. The news of this threw 
the Phocians into fuch confternation, that they refolved either 
to conquer or perifli to the laft man. Their nrft care was fo 
/ecu re their wives and children, the ftatues of their gods, and 
what elfe they had that was valuable, in a convenient place, 
near which they reared a large pile of wood. They commit- 
ted the care of all thefe to fome thirty of their moft refolutc 
men, with orders, that if they loft the day, they fhould mur- 
der their wives and children, and fet fire to the pile of wood, 
and fling all their other riches into it. 

This defperate refolution, which gave rife to the proverb 
of the Phocian defpair^ was no fooner taken, than they mar- 
ched dire&Iy againft their enemies, and the remembrance, 
that the fate of their wives, children, country, and all that 
was dear to them, depended on the fuccefs of this combat, 
made them engage with fuch defperate fury, that they gained 
a complete victory, which foon unfolded the meaning of the 
oracle. For upon enquiry they found, that the Ttbejfalim 
word for the onfet was Minerva Itonia^ and that of the Phoci- 
ans was the name of P hocus their founder ; in gratitude there* 
fore to the Delphic god, they ere&ed a ftatue to him, toge- 
ther with thofe of their moft famous heroes and generals, in 
his temple at Delphos p . 

The Thefalians were ft ill more ftrangely outwitted upon 
another expedition againft the Phocians^ when having enter- 
ed their territories, and forced them as for as mount Parnaf* 
fus 9 they were routed by the following ftratagem, deviled 

by Tclias^ a famous dijfcner, who was then in the Phocian 
army, and highly efteemed amongft them. They took fix 
hundred chofen men, and covered their armour and faces all 
over with plaifter, and fent them into the Ihejfalian camp in 
the dead of the night, with orders to kill every man they met 
with, that v/as not plaiftered over like themfelves. Thefe in 
their march being firft perceived by the outguard, and after- 
wards by the whole camp, and miftaken for fome ftrange ar- 
my of ghofts, threw their enemies into fuch panic fear, 
that they killed 3000 of them upon the fpot, routed the reft, 
and got a confiderable fpoil, the tenth of which they fent to 
the Delphic Apollo-, together with one half of the fhields of 
the flain ; the other half was hung up up as a trophy in the city 
of Aba^. Thefe frequent foils, however, did but the more 
heighten their implacable hatred againft them, infomuch, that 
they never ccafed their hoftilities againft each other till each 

' Id, ibid, ^ He robot, ubi fupra. 

ccafed 
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ceafed to be a nation. But this, as well as their affairs with 

the other eftates of Greece^ will be beft feen in the following 
chapter. 

Having faid fo much of the Phocians war againft the Theantient 
Thtjffalians, we fliall here fubjoin an account of that brave na- kingdom of 
tion and of their territories, inconfiderable indeed with refpeft Phocis. 
to the fmallnefs of them, yet richly deferving our notice upon 
federal accounts, though not worth being treated bf in a fe- 
perate fe&ion, confidering how little we know of its original 
foundation, fucceffion of kings, government, and laws, and 
other fuch-like particulars. 

^ Phocis was fituate in Gracia Propria, and, as we lately §i tua tion 
obferved, between Thejfaly and the bay of Corinth, having an £ n m ' ltSm 
the former on the north, and the latter on the fouth. On 
the weft it was bounded by JEtolia, Locris, and Ozolea, and 
on the eaft by Bceotia and Megaris, fo that it was hemmed 
in from the fea on all but the fouth fide. Its greatcft length 
was from north to fouth, that is from 38 deg. 45 min. to 39 
deg. 20 min. or about 35 miles ; but very narrow from eaft 
to weft, fcarcely extending 30 miles, that is* from 23 deg. 
10 min. to 23 deg. 40 min. at the wideft, but about 20 
miles towards the Corinthian bay, and much narrower ftill 

towards the north r . 

This country is generally allowed to have took its name Name. 
from Phocus the fon of Ornytion, a native of Corinth ; but 
having been foon after invaded by the Aiginetce, under the 
conduit of another Phocus, who was the fon of JEacus king 
of AZnopia (O), the memory of the firft did infenfibly give 
way to that of the fecond. 

Phocis is famed for feveral celebrated mountains, the three Mountain* 
principal of which were, 1 . that ofParnaffus, facred to Apollo 
and extolled by all the poets. Its height was fuch, that Deu- 
calion and his wife Pyrrha with many others are faid to have 

* Hk robot, ubi fupra, 'Strab. Pausan. Mela. 

Cluv.hr, &c. 

(O) This JEacus was the reputed fon of Jnpiter by JEgtn* 
queen of JEnopia, called afterwards from her JEginea. He is 
recorded to have been a prince of fuch drift juftice, that after his 
death, Pluto appointed him one of the three judges of hell. It » 
no wonder therefore, if his fon Phocus % whom he had by his fe- 
cond wife, who was the daughter of Nereus, one of the gods of 
the fca, did quite eclipfe and obliterate the fame of his predecef- 
forx 
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faved thcmfelves on the tops of it from the deluge, which hap- 
pcned in that prince's time and has fince gone by his name, 
2. Helicon? and 3. Cytharori y both confecrated to the mufes, 
and on that account highly celebrated alfo by the poets. They 
are faid to contend with that of Parnajfus for height and big- 
nefs f . Pbocis had no rivers of any note except the Cephifus, 
which runs from the foot of Parnajfus northward, and emp- 
ties itfclf into the Pindus? which laft was near the boundary 
of that kingdom. 

It had feveral confiderable cities, the chief of them was 
that of Delpbos, ox Delphi (P), famous for the temple of A- 
pollo, whofe oracle was reforted to from all parts of Europe 
Afia^ and Africa. We have had occafion to fpeak fomething 
of the name, antiquity, richnefs, and magnificence of it in a 
former fe£tion, and there given an account of the manner in 
which that oracle was confulted and delivered ; and (hall now 
add fuch other particulars as we find recorded concerning the 
original of it. We have already hinted, that Apollo was the 
deity who prefided over it. How he came by it is varioufly 
reported, and may be feen in the note (Qj. Its firft difco- 
very was owing to fome goats who were feeding on mount 
Parnajfus > upon which was a miraculous, deep, and large 
cavern, but with a narrow entrance. Thefe goats having 
been obferved by the goat-herd, whom Plutarch calls Coreta s , 
to frifk and leap after a ftrange and unufual manner, and to 
have uttered ftrange and unheard-of founds immediately upon 
their approach to the mouth of the cavern, he had the curio- 

fity 

fid. ib. Vid.& Viro.Ovid. Pbrs. &c. 

(P) So called, as is fuppofed, from the Greet AJtfupot, brethren, 
becaufe Apollo and his brother Bacchus were both worfhipped there. 
The fable fays, that Bacchus, having been terribly torn and mang- 
led by the Titans, was brought to Apollo, who both reftorcd him, 
and ordered divine honours to be paid to him in this temple. 

( QJ Some fay, that this oracle did originally belong to the 
earth, and ufed to give its anlwers by dreams. Others, that Nep- 
tune and the earth were at firil partners in it, but that he refigned 
his (hare to the earth, who was fucceeded by her daughter Themis, 
the fame who was confulted, according to Ovid, by Deucalion and 
his wife after the flood, and taught them how torepeople the earth, 
Themis in time refigned it to her fift«r Phoebe, and fhe to Apollo (1). 

Some antient poets do indeed tell us, that he did not come fo 
fairly by it, but that he took ic by main force from the earth, fo/ 



(1) D.Sicul. Jib.xvi. Paufan, inPbocid. 

f which 
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fity to go and view it, and found himfelf feized with the like 
fit of madnefs, (kipping and dancing, and foretelling things 
to come. At the news of this whole multitudes flocked thi- 
ther, many of whom were poflefTed with fuch phrenetic en- 
thufiafm, that they threw themfelvcs headlong into the vora- 
go ; infomuch, that they were forced to iJTue an edi£i to for- 
bid the approach of the cavern. After this they placed the 
tripod at the mouth of it, upon which a virgin being feated 
received aijd returned the anfwers of the deity in the manner 
we have elfewhere defcribed c. We meet with fome different 
accounts of this wonderful place, which Paufanias has given 
us, upon the credit of the Pbocians, and which the readers, 
may fee in that author*. This miraculous place was foon af- 
ter covered with a kind of chapel, which, the fame author 
tells us, was originally made of laurel boughs, and was more 
like a large hut. This, if we may credit the Phocian tradi- 
tion, was fucceeded by one of wax, and reared up by the 
bees. After this a third was built of folid copper, and faid to 
have been the workmanfhip of Vulcan. This laft was deftroy- 
ed by an earthquake according to fome, or by fire which melt- 
ed the copper according to others, and then a lumptuous one, 
all of ftone, was ere£ted by Agamedes and Tropbimus. 

Delpbosj among feveral other cities of Greece and Pelopon- 
nefus, contended for being fituate in the middle, or, as the 
Greek exprefles it, the navel of the world (R) % becaufe the 
navel is in the middle of the body. It had fo convenient a 
harbour, and was fo excellently well fituatcd, being rather in 
the heart of Greece than of the world, that it became in time 
a feflions-town for all the Grecian eftates. Here fat the court 
of the AmphiclyoneS) chofen out of the prime cities of Greece^ 
and called fo from Amphiclyon the firft founder of this high 

« Vid. Diod. SitUL. Biblioth. lib. iv. d Pausam. in Phoc. 
* Vid Str a b . Geogr. 1. ix. Pausan. ubi fupra, & Corinth. 

which fhe was like to have precipitated him into the infernal regi- 
ons, had not Jupiter come to his afliftance (2), who fee ms on all 
hands to have confirmed the poffeffion of the oracle to him. 

( R) The fable fays, that Jupiter, defirous to know the exatt 
middle of the earth, let loofc two eagles, Pindar fays crows, and 
others fwans, the one from the eaft, and the other from the weft, 
and that they met in this place. The city of Pbilus and fome o- 
thers pretend to the fame ; but Strabo places it in the middle of 

Greece { 3 ) . 

(2) Pindar. Euripid. in Iphigen* Scboliafi. in JEfchyL (3) Grogr. 

I ix. fti. fcT. Pan/an, in Corinth. 

court c. 
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court * . The time of their aflembling was in fpring and au- 
tumn y caufes of all kinds were brought before them from all 
parts of Gracia> and their fentence was deemed definitive. 
We ftiall have frequent inftances of the power of this court 
in the courfe of the Grecian hiftory. The following one 
which relates to the Phocians fhall fufficc for the prefent. 

The Phocians , having prefumed to plow the territories of 
Cyrra, which were confecrated to the Delphic god, were fum- 
moned by the other Grecian eftates before this court, and had 
a conliderable fine impofed upon them for their facrilege. 
They refufed to pay it on pretence that it was too large, and 
the next feflion their dominions were adjudged confifcated to 
the ufe of the temple. This fecond fentence did butexafpe- 
rate the Phocians the more, who, at the inftigation of one 
PhilomeluS) or, as he is called by Plutarch* Philomedes, went 
and feized upon the temple, plundered it of its treafure, and 
held the facred depofitum for a confiderable time. This fe- 
cond crime brought all the eftates of Greece upon them. A war 
was decreed ag?inft them, which was called the holy war, and 
laftcd ten years, during which the Phocians^ having hired a 
number of foreign troops, made a noble defence, and would 
in all probability have held out much longer, had not Philip 
of Macedon given the finifhing ftroke to their total defeat and 
punifbment. The war being ended, the grand council af- 
fembled again, and impofed an annual fine of fixty talents up- 
on the Phocians, to be paid to the temple, and continued 
till they had fully repaired the damage it had fuftained from 
them ; and till this was done, they were excluded from dwel- 
ling in any walled towns, and from having any vote in the 
grand aflembly. They did not, however, continue long un- 
der this heavy fentence ; their known bravery made their af- 
fiftance fo neceflary to the reft, that they were glad to remit 
it ; after which they continued to behave with their ufual cou- 
rage and gallantry, and foon obliterated their former guilty 
as we fhall fee in the next chapter. 

Considering therefore the great concourfe of people 
which this Amphidyonic court, the Delphic oracle, and the 
games celebrated in honour of Apollo brought into the city of 
Delphi ; to fay nothing of the vaft offerings and prefents 
which were fent from all parts of the world, even by the very 
Scythians^ unto that oracle, we fhall not need wonder at its 
having been one of the richeft and moft opulent of all Greece^ 
though that proved likewifcthe occafion of its being fo often 
plundered by other nations, as we fhall fee it was, in the very 
next chapter. 

f Pausak. inPhocid. ch. ii. 

The 
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The next in dignity, both for its antientnefs and grandeur, 
was the city of Elatea y iituate on the river Cephifus^ and faid to 
have been built by Elatus, the fon of Areas the fourth king of 
Arcadia , and to have been peopled by a colony of that antient 
nation which came with him into Phocis g . Aba was like- 
wife confiderable for having Abas, the fon of Lyncceus and 
Hypermnejlra, for its founder, and for having alfo an oracle 
of Apollo, This was alfo the only city that was not levelled 
with the ground after the holy war, v when all the reft were 
deftroyed ; but whether fpared out of refpedl to Apollo, to 
whom it was confecrated, or, as Paufanias affirms, becaufe it 
had no hand in the plundering of the Delphic temple, we will 
not affirm. Cirrha, on the fea-fide of Delphi, was the port- 
town to it, and Criffa 9 fo called from CriJJus the fon of P ho- 
cus ^ was another fea-port. Thefe were both fituate on the 
bay of Corinthy which was fometimes called Sinus Crijfeus 
from the latter. The laft city of any note was Daulis, not 
fo much for its bignefs or richnefs, as for the tallnefs and 
ftoutnefs of its inhabitants, and much more for the inhuman 
repaft which was ferved there to Tereus king of Thrace by the 
women of this city, by whom he was foon after murdered, for 
the double injury he had done to his fifter-in-law Philo?nela y 
daughter of Pandion king of Athens (S). As for the other 
exploits of the Phocians, they will be beft feen in the next 
c hapter. 

f Ibid, Vid. & By z a nt. fub voc. Eton*. 

(S) The fable goes, that Tereus, after having married Progne, 
did likewife ravilh her filler Philomela, cut out her tongue, and caft 
her into prifon, to prevent her difcovcring his villainy, but Ihe found 
means to acquaint Progne with her double misfortune, by working 
the whole ftory of it on a piece of embroidery, which (he fent to 
her. Progne took the opportunity of the approaching feaft of 
Bacchus, when they were all to meet together, and having got 
her filler out of prifon, made her kill her fon his, whom (he had by 
Tereus, and having baked him in a pie, ordered it to be fet 
before him. When Tereus was apprifed of this, he endeavoured to 
kill both his wife and her filter, but they, by the help of the Daulian . 
women, got the dart of him and killed him. 0<vid has fince turned 
him into a lapwing, his into a pheafant, his mother into a fwallow, 
and Philomela into a nightingale, who is dill bewailing the mif- 

fortune of her family. 

Paufanias adds, that no fwallows do hatch or breed in all thai 
canton, either in chimnies or houfes, as they do every where elfe 

(4). 

(4) P hoc id. civ. 
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SECT. VIII. 

The h -fiery of the antient kingdom of Corinth. 

t ' BJ ' 'HIS little eftate was fituate on the ifthmus of Corinth* 
I having the bay of that name, now called Golfo de 
-fl- Lepanto, and the ifthmus, or neck of land, which 
joirs Peloponnefus to the continent, on the north, Sicyon on 
the weft, the guJph of Saron on the eaft, and the kingdom 
of Argos on the Couth. Its utmoft extent from eaft to weft 
was about half a degree, that is, from 23 deg. 50 min. to 24 
deg. 20 min. eaft longitude, and from north to fouth about 
half that fpace, that is, from 38 deg. 21 min. to 38 degrees 
36 min. north latitude. It had no rivers of any note, but 
abounded with mountains, the chief of which was called 
Acrocorinthhon, at the foot of which the city of Corinth, and 
on the top of which the citadel were built. It wasalfo famed 
for the fountain Pyrene, facred to the mufes, and fuppofed by 
fomc to be the fame that was called Pons Caballinus, in Greek 
Hippocrcne, or, the fountain of the horfe, which was feigned 
by the poets to have fprung frem the horfe Pegafus ftriking 
his foot againft the rock. Others place this laft fountain 
on 'the hill Helicon, but the greateft part on that of Par- 
naffus* As for that of Pyrene we fliall fpeak more of it by- 
and-by. 

Corinth is faid to have been founded by Sifyphus, the fon of 
JEolus and grandfather of Ulyjfes. This Sifyphus, is the fame 
who was killed by Thefeus for the many robberies he com- 
mitted in Attica, and afterwards condemned by Jupiter to an 
endlefs punilhment in hell (A), for having caught that in- 
trigueing god in the height of an amour with /Egina, the 
daughter of A f opus king of Bceotia. The antient name 
of this citv was Ephyra, which it took from a nymph of that 
name, faid tc» have been the daughter of Oceania and Thetis, 
or, according to others, of Myrmex the wife of Epimetheus, 
t ie \\ n of Japetus, and brother of Proinethcus* The time of 
its foundation by Sifyphus is placed about the year of the 
world 2490, or fix years before Deucalion s flood a . 

* Vid. Hind. hid. of Greece, lib. i. 

(A) This punifhmcnt, as it is feigned by the poets, confifh in the 
rowJing of a great itonc to r lie top of a hill, which he has no foon- 
er rear hed, than it tumbles down again, lb that his labour is nc- 
rcr to be at an end. 

Irs 
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Its new name of Corinth is varioufly traced, fame think- 
ing, that it was fo called from the Greek xopfioc, fatiety or 
abundance, implying the opulence of the place ; others go flill 
farther for its etymon b \ but the antient inhabitants pretend- 
ed, it had ifs name from Corintbus the fon, as fome of them 
faid of Jupiter , or, as others, of Marathon, and brother of 
Sicyon (B), Butmoft authors afcribe the name and building, 
or rebuilding of it to Corintbus the fon of P clops. Among 
other names it antiently had, we find that of Hdiopolis or 
city of the fun, for which this reafon is commonly given, that 
the poets feign Apollo and Neptune to have contended for it, 
and that Jupiter having appointed Brioreus the cyclop their 
umpire, he adjudged the ifthmus to die latter, and the pro- 
montory which commands the city to the former (C) c. 

b Id. ibid. c Vid. Apollod.Dio. Pausan. &al. 

(B) Paufanias quotes an antient Corinthian poet called Eumclos 
(fome fragments of whofe poems are iUII preferved in that author 
and in the works of Atbenaus), according to whom, Marathon was 
the grandfon of dlocus, who was the fon of the fun. And being 
for fome reafon afraid of his mother Epope*s anger, he retired into 
fome of the maritime coafts of Attica ; but after his father's death, 
being returned into Pe/oponnefus, he divided the territories of 67- 
cyon and Corinth between his two fons Sicyon and Corintbus, from 
whom they took their names ; Sicyon being formerly calied Ajopis, 

and Corinth Ephyra ( I ) . 

(C; If Dion,Apollodorus, and other mythologies, may be believed, 
the gods were fo fond of Greece \ that in Cecrops's time each of them 
contended to have, at Icait, one city, where he might he particu- 
larly worfhipped. Neptune came the firfl: into Attica, where, 
Jh'ilcing the ground with his trident, he formed a fountain or horfe. 
Minerva came foon after, and in Cecrops's prcfence planted an olive- 
tret, which the laft quoted author tells you was (till to be feen in 
his time (2). Thefe two deities difputing their claims to the 
country on account of the prefent each had made to it, Jupiter 
caufe j the controverfy to be decided by the twelve gods, who ad- 
judged the city of Athens and all Attica to Mitwva. 

But whether Corinth was called "htuoh-oAk from its being adjudged 
by Briareus to jfpollo, or from Corintbus' s being reputed the great 
grandfon of the fun, or from the height and drynefs of its fituation 
and territory, is fcarce worth enquiring. Only we cannot omit a 
conjefture of die learned Gronovius (3), that ic was originally called 
"haowoXk from,, the ruggednefs and barrennefs of its fituation and, 
ierritory, for ^c^ n §fgato tells us t4)> it really was. 



• (!) Paufan. in Corinthiac. c. L (2) Apollod. I. Hi. (3) 
Not % in Bytcmtt, ftibvoc, Corinth. (4) Geogr. i wi/\ 

Uuu2 However, 
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However, we meet with a number of other antient cities of 
that name, or rather appellative, it being common in thofe 
days to dedicate cities to fome of the gods, and furname them 
accordingly, without lofing their original name. 

Corinth had, befides the abovementioned citadel on the e- 
minence called from it Acrocorinthus, two port towns, name- 
ly, Lecheum, fituate on the bay of Corinth, and Cenchrea 
(D), on that of Saron. Thefe were the only two havens, 
and indeed the only two cities of any note next to Corinth, 
that belonged to this territory. And thefe were fo well fitu- 
ate for naval commerce, and fo near the metropolis, that 
they made ample compenfation for the barrennefs of the foil. 
Thefe two naval roads, which opened a way into the Ionian 
and /Egean feas, might eafily have gained them a fuperiority, 
if not a command, over all Greece, had not this advantageous 
fituation inclined them more to commerce than war. For 
their citadel being almoft impregnable by nature, and com- 
manding both thofe feas, they could eafily cut o£F all com- 
munication from one half of Greece to the other, fo that it 
was not without reafon called one of the fetters of Greece, 
But their genius leading them to improve thefe advantages 
more to navigation and commerce, than to martial exploits, 
they became in time exceeding opulent, fo that the little in- 
fluence they had over the other eftates was rather owing to 
their wealth, than to their valour. 

As their opulence daily increafed, not only by their com- 
merce, but by the great numbers of ftrangers that flocked 
thither from Europe and Afia, their city became in time one 
of the fineft in all Greece ; being adorned with fumptuous 
buildings, fuch as temples, palaces, theatres, porticoes, ceno- 
taphs, baths, and other edifices, all of them inriched with a 
beauteous kind of columns, capitals, and bafes, from which 
the Corinthian order took its name, with numberlefs ftatucs 
done by the moft famous artifts d . Infomuch, that with re- 
fpect to its riches (E), greatnefs, and excellent fituation, it 

was 

d Pausan. in Corinth, c. ii. & feq. 

(T>) That this laft was a diftinft city from Corinth, at leaft in 
St. Paul's time, wc may gather from ASs xviii. and from his 
epiftle to the Remans, Ch. xvi. i. though it had the epithet of 
Corinthiacn in the poets, for being one of (he havens of that little 
cftate, as CorintbA had that of Ei maris, fof^W^ro conveniently 
fituatcd between two feas. 

(E) Wc need not a more pregnant inftance of their wealth and 

luxury than that of the courtefaa Lais, who ufually exafted io,ooo 

drachms 
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was thought by the Romans equally worthy of empire with 
Carthage and Capua. Among other artificial rarities we may 
reckon the furnptuous embellifhments of the fountain of Py- 
rem we mentioned a little higher (F), confifting of feveral 
caves in form of grottoes, all covered with white marble* 
from which the water of that fountain falls into a large 
bafon, and is very pleafant to drink. 2. The theatre. 
3. The ftadium or courfe, both which are of white 
marble. 4. The temple of Neptune^ whofe avenue was 
Jined on one fide with the ftatues of all thofe who had 
won the prize at the IJlhmian games (G), and on the other 

with 



drachms for every night's lodging, which made the famous De+ 
moftbenes fay, that he did not defign to buy repentance at fo dear 
a rate. But Ihe met with a worfe fate in TbeJJaly, whither Ihe 
went in fearch of frefti cuftomers ; for there the women, envious 
of her beauty, and jealous of their hufbands and fons, put her to 
death. 

(F) Paufanias tells us, this fountain owed its fir/r. origin to the 
tears which Pyrene flied for*the death of her fon Cencbreus, who 
was unfortunately killed by Diana. He adds, that it was com- 
monly believed, that the Corinthians dipped their copper in that 
water, as foon as ic came out of the furnace, to give it a better 
temper ; but he affures us, that it was a vulgar error, fince they 
had no copper among them (;). 

(G) The origin of thefe games is varioufly reported ; fome fay, 

they were inftituted by the Corinthians in honour of Melicertes, the 
fon of Mamas and Ina (6). The fable fays, that Mamas king of 
the Orcbomenians, having taken Ino the daughter of Cadmus in fe- 
cond marriage, after he had had two fons by his firft wife Ne- 
phele, Ino proved fo cruel a ftep-mother to them, that her hufband 
grew enraged at her, and, having put Learchus one of the fons 
he had by her to death, would have killed her and her other fon ; 
but that fhe, to avoid her hulband's fury, having thrown Meliter- 
tes down into the fea, and herfelf after him (7), a dolphin took 
the .young prince upon his back, and fwam with him to Corinth, 
where the Corinthians received and highly honoured him, chang- 
ing his name into that of PaLrmon, and inllituting thefe games in 
memory of his deliverance. The victors were, according to our 
author, crowned with pine leaves. 

But the generality attribute them to Thefeus in honour of Nep- 
tune } the reader may fee what wc have laid of that hero in a for- 
mer fe&ion f. 

They were afterwards obliged to appoint new games, accompa- 
nied with facrifices, in honour of the fons of Medca y whom they 

(0 Corinth, c. iii. (6) Id. ibUL (7) Jpolhd. I. i. 

f Ste beftrt f. 475. 

had 



Tbe fabulous and heroic times. 



Book J, 



with ftatcly pines fct in regular rows. The temple itfelf, 
which was not very fpacious, was adorned with a multitude 
of brazen Tritons or Sea gods. Here were alfo the chariots of 
Neptune and of his wife Amphi trite, both drawn by horfes co- 
hered all over with gold, except their hoofs, which were of 
ivory. The two deities were carved in a ftanding pofture, 
and Neptune had young Palawan riding on a dolphin by 
his fide. The bafes of the chariots were likewife adorned 
with curious bafs-reliefs, and the temple with a multitude of 
other embellifhments. It were endlefs to defcribe all the o- 
ther edifices, and mafter-pieces of architecture, carving, and 
painting, with which this fmall fpot of ground was inriched, 
the reader, if he pleafe, may fee them defcribed more at large 
by Paufanias abovementioned. 

But while the Corinthians feemed fo wholly given up to 
traffic and luxury, that they negledted the encouragement 
of the liberal arts and fciences, and even that noble thirft for 
glory and conqueft, for which their neighbours did fo much 
value themfelves, they did not forget to cultivate a good 
difcipline, both in peace and war; tfieir wealth and opulence, 
which made them infolent at home and envied abroad, made 
both indeed very neceflary. And though they feldom, if 
ever, engaged in any war with a view of enlarging, but 
chiefly either of defending, their territories, or to proteft fome 
neighbouring eftate, or to maintain the liberty of Greece ; yet 
has this little kingdom furnifhed many brave and experienced 
generals to the reft of the Grecian cities, infomuch, that it 
was common for thefe to prefer a Corinthian general to one 
either of their own, or of any other eftate. The truth is, the 
Corinthians were of all others the grcatcft afferters of liberty, 
and though they continued fome centuries under a monarchi- 
cal government, yet they always fhewed an averfion to ty- 
ranny, and a readinefs to affift thofc who groaned under 
it. 

The Corinthian monarchy did not, however, continue in 
the lineal fucccfiion of their founder Sifyphus, who is {up- 
had unjuflly put to death, and for which it fcems rhey had been 
puniflied by the gods, with the death of their own children, who 
ufed to expire unaccountably in their cradles, till the murder was, 
by the advice of the oracle, expiated by thofe annual ceremonies. 
In further memory of this murder, they erefled a llatue reprefent- 
ipg fear, in honour of Mefia, and their children ufed to go in 
black, and with their hair cut, and this cultom lafted till all the old! 
race of the Corinthians was extirpated with their city (8). 

(8) Fid. Paufan. Cpr. c. iii. 

pofed 
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pofed to have begun it about the year of the world 2490, a- Year of 
bove feven or eight generations, or about 4.30 years, when the Flood 
his line became extinct, or as others affirm, was dethroned, 1 9 l 5- 
and expelled the kingdom by Aletes, one of the Heraclidce y Before 
about the year of the world 2920. From him we meet with Chr.ft, 
a long fucceffion of kings of his line, concerning the greateft 
part of whom little elfe remains but their names and the 
years they are faid to have reigned ; for this reafon we think 
it needlefs to give here a lift of thofe monarchs, whofe 
names the reader may fee in Eufebim\ chronicle, and fhall 
content ourfelves with mentioning the raoft remarkable 
tranfa&ions that happened during this epocha. After the 
ending of Sijyphus's line, the kings who defcended from A- 
letes affe&ed to call themfelves Heraclidcc, he being the great 
grandfon of Antiochus the fon of Hercules*. This name, 
however, they changed for that of Bacchiada^ from Bacchh 
the fifth in defcent from Aletes , whom we may therefore fup- 
pofe to have been upon fomc account or other more famous 
and efteemed than his anceftors. Thefe Bacchiadts held the 
kingdom of Corinth near as long as the Heraclzd&> by which 
time they grew fo numerous on the one hand, and on the o- 
ther fo weary of kingly government, that they intirely dif- 
folved it in the reign of Telejles their laft king. This prince 
being become very odious to his fubje&s, his two kinfmen 
Arieus and Perantas formed a confpiracy againft him, and at 
once deprived him of his kingdom and life, after he had 
reigned twelve years f ,and in the year of the world 3x04. Af- Year of 
ter his death two hundred of the principal Bacchiadte feized ^ e Fl°°d# 
upon the government (H), and fhared the adminiftration of ^?^9- 
affairs among themfelves, electing a fupreme magi ftr ate out f^chrift 
of their own body, whom they called Prytanis y to prefide o- 
ver the reft. Corinth continued under the Bacchiadal arifto- ty*\f\\ 
cracy till the year 3349, whei\Cypfe/us, defcended from them 

e Pausan. ubi fupra, c. iv. I Id. ibid. vid. &Diodor, 

Sicul. ubi fupra. 

(H) Some antient authors do indeed tell us, that Automews, the 
fon of Teleftes, did reign one year after the death of his father 
(9\ and it is not unlikely, that he made fome vain effort to keep 
the crown ; but Paufamas taker, no notice of him, but tells us, the 
diffolution of their monarchy did immediately follow the murder 
of that king (10), but whether in the lafl: year of this or in the firft 
of that, 'tis agreed, that the government was then changed into an 
ariftocracy. 



(9) Eufib. D. Sicul. a!, (10) Corinth, c. iv. 
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by the mother's fide (I), having received fome obfcure hint 
from the oracle that he would be king of Corinth, and that 
he ftiould be fucceeded by his fon, but not by his grandfon, 
found means to wreft the power out of their hand. The 
time of this ufurpation, which according to the oracle conti- 
nued only in Cypfelus and his fon, happened about the 30th 
year after the annual archontate of Athens , and is therefore 
beyond our prefent epoch. Front Sifyphus , the firft founder, 
to this Cypfelus, the Corinthian government had flood almoft 
860 years, or 430 years in the line of Sifyphus, 130 in that 
of Metes, 130 in that of Bacchis, and about 150 under the 
Arijlocratic government of the 200 Bacchiada. 

Sifyphus 

(J) His mother Lahda the daughter of Amphion^ one of the 
Baccbiad&i was lame, and fo deformed, that none of her tribe cared 
to marry her. Wherefore her father gave her to one Eetion, a 
man descended at a great diftance from the Lapithte, contrary to 
the fettled maxim of the Bacchiad^ 9 who had till then refufed to 
intermarry with other families, the better to fecure the government 
to their own. 

This Eetion, having no children, went to confult the oracle of 
Delphi, where he was told, though in very obfcure terms, that he 
fliould have a fon by his lame wife that would prove a fcourge to 
Corinth. On the other hand the Bacchiad<e> having likewife been 
forewarned by the fame oracle, and in the fame intricate terms, a- 
gainft Eetions offspring, fent ten men of their own body to mur- 
der the boy Lahda had lately brought forth ; and as thefe were 
going to Eetion's houfe they agreed, that he to whom the child 
was delivered fhould kill him. Their pretence was to congratulate 
Eetkn on the birth of it, in the name of their whole body, and 
Lalda % ignorant of their real intent, readily gave him to the firft 
that aiked for it ; but the infant at that inftant fmiling in his face, 
and he, not having the power to ftrike the blow, gave it to his 
next companion, and he moved with the fame pity, gave it to a 
third. The child was thus handed through all the ten, and re- 
ftored unhurt to the mother, after which they withdrew. 

They were no fooner got out of the houfe, than they began to 
blame each other for not performing the deed, and agreed to go 
in again and be equal fliarers in the murder ; but the mother, who 
had overheard their difcourfe, took care to convey the child under 
a bufliel or corn meafure, called in Greek uvtyihn, Cypfele, from 
which he afterwards took his name. Paufamas calls it a coffer or 
chclt, and adds, that it was made of cedar, and adorned with 
fome fine carvings in gold and ivory, and that it was afterwards 
confecrated by his defendants to Juno O/ympia, in memory of his 
wonderful cfcape (n. However that be, the bloody deputies, 

(u) Paufan in Eiid. c. xvii. 

having 
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Sifypbus is generally allowed the firft founder of the Corin- 
thian kingdom (K), he was the fon of JEolus, and was kil- 
led by Thefeus for the many inroads which he made into Attica , 
as we hinted at the beginning of this fe£Hon. He left feveral 
fons, and amongft them Glaucus who fucceeded him, and 
OrnythuS) or, as he is generally called, Ornytion the father of 
Pbocus, who carried a colony into Phocis y and called the coun- 
try after his name, as we have Ihewn before. 

OjaucuSy called by Euripides Creon (L), received Jafon 
and Mtdea into Corintby after they had been both expelled 
Tbejfaly by Acajlus the fon of Pelias. Here they lived about 
ten years quietly enough, till Creon having married his daugh- 
ter Glauce to Jafon ^ the flighted forcerefs Medea was fo in ra- 
ged at it, that fhe fet the palace on fire, murdered all the 
children fhe had had by Jafon , and fled to Athens 8 . Pau- 
fanias adds, that Glaucus , having alEfted at the funeral games, 
which Acajlus had inftituted in memory of his father, was 
trampled to death by his own horfes *», and that Glauce flung 

8 Vid. Apollod. 1. i. c. 9. D. Sicul. Bibl. Hift. 1. iv. & Eu- 
rip. in Medea. h El id. c. IIS. 

having fearched the whole houfe in vain, returned to their bre- 
thren, and, being afliamed to own their weakneis, made them 
believe that they had executed their orders, and Cypfelus, thus 
wonderfully prefer ved, became in time the tyrant of Corinth, as 
lhall be fliewn in the next chapter (12). 

(K) Paufanias doth indeed quote an antient poet, named Eumelos, 
who pretends, that this country had been given by the fun to JEetes. 
and that he, accompanying Jafon in the Argonautic expedition, left 
the government to Butus the fon of Mercury, from whom it having 
paft in time to Corinthus the fon of Marathon, who died wi thou c 
iffue, or, according to Apollodorus, left only one daughter, the Cor* 
rintbians invited Jafon and Medea to come and reign over them ; 
and that, Jafon having taken a dillike at Medea and gone away 
from her, flie appointed Sifypbus her fucceflbr (13). 

But there are two folid arguments againft this poetic fi&ion ; the 
one* that Sifypbus was the brother of Cretbeus, and this the grand- 
father of Jafon, Co that thefe two could not be cotemporar ies . The 
other is, that Sifypbus muft have been dead ferae time before Jafon 
came to Corinth, lince Euripides tells us in his Medea, that Creon did 
then reign there, who is fuppofed to be the fame with Glaucus th» 
fon and fucceflbr of Sifypbus ( 14^, as we fliall fee immediately. 

(L) The author above quoted fuppofes him to be fo called, not 
as it was his real name, but as it implied his regal dignity, Creon 
in Greek fignifying the fame as reigning or governing, 

( 1 2) Id. in Qorinth. c. iv. Vid. Uerodot. /. v. (i^) Corinth- 
Cs iv. (14) VU % Paulmicr. & Gedoyn. in eund. ibid. 
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herfelf into a fountain, in hopes that the water of it would 
preferve her from Medea's inchahtments, and that that fountain 
was fince called by her name 1 . 

Bellerophon* fo called from his killing a man named Belter* 
was the fon of Glaucus or Cr eon. We have feen in a former 
feftion how he was forced to retire into Argos for' that man- 
ilaughter, and there falfely accuftd by Sthenobcea of &n attempt 
upon her, for which he was fent by Praetus to Jobates king of 
Lycia* to be put to death (M) . The firft dangerous expe- 
dition, which the Lycian king fent him upon, was to fubdue 
the Solymi a neighbouring people, againft whom he fent him 
with a vervfmall number of forces; but that defeft being fup- 
plied by his bravery, he overcame them ; and, as the learned 
Bochart fuppofes, their three gods, which they painted on 
their enfigns one in the lhapc of a lion, a fecond of a goat, 
and the third like a dragon, and which he probably joined toge- 
ther in his own, in memory of this conqueft, gave birth to 
the fable of his killing the monfter Chimara (N). His next 

expedition 

■ 

* Id. in Corinth, c. iv. * Phaleg. lib. i. c. 6. 

(M^ Icis likely, as Paufanias obferves, (15) that Bellerophon ne- 
ver reigned at Corinth, and that he was forced to fly into Argos be- 
fore his father's death; but what the fame author adds, that both he 
and the Corinthians were then, fubjed to theJrgives, doth not fo well 
appear. It is true, thofe Corinthian troops that went to the fiege of 
<7V/ft>. are faid by Homer, not to have been led thither by one of their 

marched under the enfiens of Agamemnon. But 



kinas, but to have inarched under the enugns or A_ 
mightthey not have gone as mercenaries under him, as did alfo the 

Arcadians? ^ 

However, as Bellerophon never returned from Lycta to Lortntb, 
we find Thoas his coufin, the fon of Ornytion, on the throne there ; 
and 'tis likely, that he afcendedit after Glaucus's death, and during 
Bellerophon^ abfence. 

As for the exploits of this hero, they have been fo blended with 
fable that we hope our readers will be contented with a bare men- 
tion of them, diverted as much as poffible from the poetic fiftions, 
with which thole writers have difguifed them. 

(N) This monfter the poets feign to have had the head and bread 
of a lion, li e body of a goat, and the hinder parts or tail of a 
dragon, and that it fpit out fire and flame (16). We have feen 
what the learned Bochart thought of it. The reader may fee his 
arguments, which are far from defpicable, in the place above quo- 
ted Others think, that it was a mountain in Lycia, which had 
fome vulcano on the top ; that the upper part of it was only frequent- 

( 1 ^) In Corinth, (1 6) De hac vid. Hefiod. Teogn/Lucret, Horat. 

O vid. &c. 
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expedition was againft the Amazons \ from which he not only 
came off victorious, but extricated himfelf alfo from an am- 
bulb of Lycians 9 which Jobates had fet to way-lay and mur- 
der him in his return, and killed every one.of them. Jobates 
at length, ftrucfc with admiration at his bravery and fuccefs, 
fought no more how to be rid of him, but how to reward his 
fervices,. which he did by giving him. his daughter Pbilonoe in 
marriage and declaring him his fucceffor *. 

All thefe achievements, however, if we majfcbelieve the 
poets, were not done without an extraordinary afliftance. For 
Minerva^ who took pity on the innocent prince, lent him the 
famous horfe Pegafus (O ) , after ftie had been at the pains to 
tame and break him to his hands, to whofe help he is affirmed 
to have been beholden for the moft fignal of his exploits, ef- 
pecially that of killing the Chimara m , againft which Neptune 
was likewife pleafed to give him his affiftance. After thefe 
fucceffes and great change of fortune, he is faidto have grown 
fo infolent and prefumptuous, that it brought a new feries of 
mifchiefs upon him, which gave occafion to the fable mentio- 
ned in the laft note, of his having attempted to fly up to hea- 
ven upon Pegafus , by whom he was flung down into the val- 
ley of Cilicia, where he died blind n . 

1 Pausan, ubi fupra. m Apollod. 1. ii. c. 3. "Id Ibid. 
Pausan. Sicul. &al. 

ted by lions, the middle by goats, and the foot by ferpents, and that 
our hero having cleared it of all that vermin, gave rife to the fable 
of this Chimara ( 1 7). 

Others again fuppofe it to have been a noted pirate among the 
Lycians, named Cbimarras, who had the lion, goat, and dragon, 
painted on his (hip, and was overcome by Bellerophon, after having 
infefted thofe parts a confidcrable time, and done great damage to 
Lycia, and all the neighbouring kingdoms (18). 

(O) This famous winged creature is feigned to have fprung from 
Medtija's blood. The Corinthians had a temple dedicated to Mi- 
?icrva 9 whom they furnamed Cba/imtis, from the Greek Xahwoq a 
bit or curb-bridle, becaufefhe hadclapt one in his mouth, in order 
to break him for our hero's fervice. 

The fable adds, that Bellerophon, being got on the back of Pega- 
fus % was fo affrighted at his mounting in the air, that he fell down, 
and that the horfe, finding himfelf without a rider, flew up to 
heaven, where he was turned into the conltellation that (till bears 
his name. 



(17) Fid. Serv. Comm. in Virg. (i8j Plutarch, de virtut. <!///- 

iter. iS Hind. Hifi. Grm. 
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We took notice above, that Tboas the fon of Ornytion fuc- 
ceeded Creon or Glaucus ; from him the crown descended to 
his fon Demopbon, to his grandfoiv Propidas, and laftly to his 
two great grandfons, Doridas and Hyanthidas. It was in the 
reign of thefe two that the Dorians invaded the kingdom, 
with Aletes one of the Heraclida: at their head, who forced 
the two brothers to yield the crown to him, and to lead a 
private life at Corinth, AUtes was the fon of that Hippotes y 
who had been baniflied Pehponnejus for ten years, by order of 
the Delphic oracle, for killing one Carnus an Acarnanian pro- 
phet in the war of the Epigoni againft Thebes^ mentioned in a 
former fedtion. 

Hjs met, however, with an obftinate refiftance from the Co- 
rinthianS) who fliewed upon that occafion a great relu&ance 
to fubmit to a foreign prince ; but unfortunately for them, Ale- 
tes and his brave Dorians proved too ftrong, beat and expelled 
them out of that metropolis, and got at length the quiet pof- 
feffion of the kingdom. From him it palled through afucceffion 
of his defcendants, under the names of Heraclidte and Bac- 
chiada^ till Telejies the ninth from him. This prince, being 
very young when Arijlomedes his father died, had been left 
to the care of his uncle Agemon^ who foon after mounted the 
throne, and not only held it from him fixteen years, but left 
it to his own fon Alexander who reigned alfo twenty fix years ; 
but was at length killed by Tele/les, whom it feems they had 
ftill fuffered to live during this long ufurpation, and who then 
feized upon his right, and enjoyed it till he was himfelf killed 
by a fa&ion, as we hinted above ; immediately after which fol- 
lowed the ariftocracy of the 200 Bacchiada under their annual 
Prytaneso. 

0 Pa u 1 an. ubi fupra. Eusbb. Chron. 1. i. D. Sicul. ubt 
fupra. 
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SECT. IX. 




The biftory of the antient kingdom of Lacedsemon or 

Sparta. 

HE original name of this country was Laconia* a 
name which this nation ftill prided themfelves in, 
when it was afterwards changed into thofe of Spar- 
tans and Lacedemonians. As for thofe of Sparta and Lacedc- 
mon* though they be often confounded by writers antient and 
modern, yet, in propriety of fpeech, the former was only 
the name of the metropolis, fo called, according to the tra- The name* 
dition of that people, from Sparte* the daughter of Eurotas y 
and the latter of the kingdom or nation, and fo called from 
Lacedemon* the hufband of Sparte and heir and fucceflbr of 
Eurotas. The fame tradition adds, that Eurotas was the 
grandfon of Lelex* furnamed alfo Autochthos* becaufe he was 
ftippofed to have been originally a native, 3nd from him hi9 
f ubjefb bore the antient name of Leleges. Lelex was fucceed- 
cd by his eldeft fon Myles* and this by his fon Eurotas* who 
finding the country very unhealthy and incommodious, by 
reafon of the bogs and marfhes with which it was covered, 
cut a fpacious channel through it, into which fuch quantities 
of water drained themfelves, that it became a large river, 
which he called by his own name. Eurotas* having no male*'*' f ^'* r 
iflue, married his daughter Sparte to Lacedemon* the fuppof- 
ed fon of Jupiter by Taygeta {A)* and appointed him his 
fucceflbr, from which time they agreed to call the kingdom 
by his name, and the city, which he built foon after and made 
the feat of the kingdom, by that of his wife*. Thus far the 

Laconic 

a Pa us an. in Laconic, ch. i. Vid. & St. Btzant. fub. voce 
Sparta & Laconia. 

(A) This princefs was the daughter of Atlas 9 king of Maurita- 
nia and uncle of Jupiter, and is faid to have been ravifhed both by 
him and by his brother Neptune ; from her the mountain Tay- 
getus had its name, on which was a noble monument erefted in ho- 
nour of her fon Lacedemon. Near this place was alfo a village 
called Alejies, from the Greek 'AAia, to grind, becaufe Myles the fon 
of Lelex is reported to have found the firtt mule there, and to have 
made ufe of it for grinding of corn (1 J. 



(1) Ptufan, in Laconic, c. 20. 
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Laconic tradition : others, however, derive the name of Spar- 
ta from Spartus the fon, according toTome, or, according to 
others, the brother, of Phoroneus b, the fon of the great Ina- 
chus the founder of Argos. Others make him the fon of A- 
mydas*. Stephen of Byzantium d tells us of one Spartan^ who 
is in all likelihood the fame perfon whom others call Spartus y 
and this is by fome reckoned the brother, and by others the 
fon of Phoroneus « ; but this laft is confuted by Paufanias y 
who tells us, that he doth not believe, that Phoroneus had 
any fon of that name, and that the Lacedemonians themfelves 
did not acknowledge any fuch perfon. We omit that mon- 
ftrous account which fome give of Sparta's being fo called 
from Cadmus making an irruption into Laconia with his Spar- 
ti 9 who were faid to have had that name given them, becaufe 
they fprang from the teeth of the dragon which he had fown, 
and which we have mentioned elfewhere. This monftrous 
ftory is even rejected by the Greeks themfelves as a fiftion. 
Under this variety and uncertainty of opinions, we think it 
would be vain to make further inquiries concerning the ori- 
ginal of that name ; as for that of Lacedemon, it is general- 
ly agreed to be from the Lacedemon mentioned above f (B). 

Laconia was fituate on the fouth-eaft nook of Peloponnefus 9 
having Argos and Arcadia on the north, Mejfenia on the weft, 
the bay of Argos on the eaft, and the Mediterranean on the 
fouth. Its extent from eaft to weft, where it reached far- 
theft, was i deg. 45 min. that is, from 23 deg. 10 min. to 
24 deg. 55 min. eaft, longitude ; but it grew ftill narrower, 
as it extended itfelf northward. The extent of it from north 
to fouth was about fifty miles, that is, from 26 deg. 50 min. 
to 27 deg. 40 min. north latitude g . We do not pretend to 

b EusEB. Chron. * EusTAT.in Iliad. B. d Sub 

voce Lacedemon. c Idem in voce Myccnas. f Jn 

Corinth. Vid. & Bochart. Phaleg. lib. i. c. 22. * Vid. 

Strab. Me la. Pausan. 

* 

Tin's mountain was likewife famous for furnilhing huntfmen with 
a great variety of wild hearts, fuch as bears, boars, deer, and vail 
quantities of wild goats (2). 

(B) Befides the name3 of Lacedemonian Sparta, and Laconia, we 
tfnd in antient geographers that of Lelegia, from the Le/eges, whom 

makes the firft inhabitants ; fo that the name of Laconia is 
jofterior to it according to him. It was afterwards called Oebalia 
from Oebqlus the fixth from Ewotas. It had alfo tlje name of He* 
catompolis from the hundred cities which it is- faid once to have had 

(3) . It is now called Tzaconia. 

(2) Id. ibid. (3) #7/ Strab. Gsogr. lib. viii. 

fav 
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fay, that this extent of their dominions was fuch from the be- 
ginning ; it is likely, on the contrary, that their boundaries 
were antiently contained within a much narrower compafs, 
and that a great number of thofe cities both maritime and in- 
land, which we find in this kingdom, were originally go- 
verned by kings of their own, and were not brought under 
the Spartan government till a long time after. Of this na- 
ture were the Hellots, Gythians, and many others, which 
were forced to yield to the fuperior power of the Lacedemo- 
nians, efpecialJy after the Ephori had fo far clipped the roy- 
al perogative, and enflaved the people, that they were glad to 
make war a trade, and to fall foul upon all thofe neighbour- 
ing eftates, rather than live an idle and flavifh life under 
thofe upftart and tyrannic magiftrates. 

As all the fouth part of this kingdom was incompaffed by 
the fea, and the eaft and north-eaft part by the Argolic bay, 
it had a great number of promontories, the chief which were 
thofe of Malea and Tanara (G) , now Capo Malio, and Capo 
Matapan. Thefe two, being fituate on the Mediterranean, 
form the large Laconiah gulph which lies betwen them, and 
is now called the Golfo de Golochina, into which the famed ri- 
ver Eurotas mentioned a little higher, and now better known 
by the name of Bajilipotamo, vulgarly Vaftlitoiamo, or royal 
river, difcharges her waters with an eafy and gentle courfe. 

All the fea-coafts of Lacania were like wife furntfhed with 
a confiderable number of fea-ports, towns, and commodious 
harbours. The greateft and moft convenient were thofe of 
Trinajfus and Acria, fituate on each fide the mouth of the 



Trinaffhs. fi * 



This Iaft, Paufanias tells us, had the remains of a 
ftanding, which might be at firft built to .guard the mouth of 
that river, which was navigable quite up to Sparta, if not 
beyond. Gythium was famous, according to the tradition of 
its inhabitants, for having been built by Apollo and Hercules 

(C) This cape which juts out a great way into the fea, had two 
ports, one named Achilleus, and the other Pfamatbeus. Here was 
alfo the famous temple of Neptune built in form of a grotto, falfely 
fuppofed by the poets to be the paflage out of which Hercules 
brought out Pluto's dog Cerberus, fince there is no fubteranean 
place under it ; but whatfeems to have given rife to this fancy was, 
that here was bred a moft dreadful ferpent, whofe bite was fo mor- 
tal, that it was thence called hell-bound, and which was afterwards 
killed by Hercules , and carried by him to Euryfibeus (4). 



(f) Id. ibid. Pan/an, Mela. &c 



•(D) 
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(D) ; but the moft noted of all was Epidaurus, now Mai- 
vefta, feated on the gulph of Argos> now Golfo de Neapoli, a 
town well built and well peopled, and famed among other 
things for its excellent wine called Mahefy or Malmefy, which 
grew round the neighbourhood of it, and with which it fup- 
plied other parts of Greece. There were about twelve more 
lea-port towns along the Laconian coafts, and what made 
thefe ftill more famed, was a kind of fhell-fifli caught in 
that neighbourhood, whofe blood was of excellent ufe for 
the dying of purple, and was inferior to none except that 
which was caught in the Red-fea h . 

Inland towns did likewife abound in this kingdom, the 
moft confiderable of which was Sparta the metropolis, called 
alfo improperly Lacedemon, and fituate upon the river Euro- 
tas, at about thirty miles diftance from the mouth of it. 
This city, if not founded, was at leaft beautified, by Lacede- 
mon the firft king of it. The next for antiquity and grandeur 
was Amyclts, built by Amycla s the fon of Lacedemon, and famed 
afterwards for the birth of Cajior and Pollux the fons of Tyn- 
CJties of dareusy eighth king of Lacedemon 9 and diftant about eigh- 
noie. teen miles from the metropolis. It was afterwards famed for 

fending a confiderable colony of its own inhabitants into up- 
per Calabria, who built there a city which they called by 
the fame name. This city was afterwards deftroyed by the 
Doria ?2j,and turned into an inconfiderable hamlet, in which, 
however, there were feen fome of the ruins of its antient 
grandeur. One of the fineft buildings that efcaped the com- 
mon ruin was the temple and ftatue of Alexandra, whom the 
inhabitants pretended to be the fame with Cajfandra the 
daughter of Priam. 3. Helos ruined by the Spartans (E). 

h Pausan. in Laconic, ch. xxi. 

(D) They pretend, that thefe two, having difputed a long while 
about a tripod, and at length amicably ended their quarrel, agreed 
to build this city at their common charge ; for which rcafon the 
inhabitants of it pretend themfelves not to be fprung from mortal 
men, and had the ftatues of thofe two gods in their market place, 
as of the authors of their origin (;). 

(E) Thefe people, whofe city had been built by Helius the fon 
of Per fern , had a worfe fate than any of the reft. For having re- 
fufedtopay the tribute impofedupon them by Agis 9 the third king 
of the Heracliiean line, the Lacedemonians fell upon them with an 
army, took them prifoner*, reduced them to the loweft and moft 
miserable flavery, and, to compleat all, made a law, which 
forbid their mailers either giving them their liberty, or felling 
them into other countries (6). 

( 5) Paufatt t ubifupra, (6) Strab, ubi fupra, p. 363. GT 365, 

f 4. Tkulan* 
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4. Thulana^ near to which is the famous*lake of Lerna, where 
Hercules, flew the Hydra. 5* LeU'Strum* upon the' bay of 
yi/w* and fituate near the fea. We find two other cities of 
this name, one in Arcadia y and the other in Achaia \ but this 
was the moil remarkable of the three 1 . 

Mountains they had in great number, the country was 
divided from Mejjenia by one ridge of them, and from Arca- 
dia by another; and this latter was a very long one befides 
thofe which were in the heart of it. ' The greateft part of 
them, however, were mpre celebrated for fome fabulous ex- 
ploits of their gods and heroes, than for any thing elfe they 
were remarkable for, and may therefore be paft by. Rivers 
of note, befides the Eurotas abo vementioned , were the Sme- 
nusy which had its head near the foot of the mountain Tay- 
geta 9 and thence empties itfelf into the fea, and whofe waters 
are famed for their fweetnefs and pleafantnefs. The Tbiafus > 
faid to have had its name from the daughter of Eurotas. The 
Scyrasy where Pyrrbus the fon of Achilles landed, after he 
came from Scyrcs to marry Hermione. This river, having 
till then no n^me, was from thenceforth called Scyras. We 
omit fome others of lefs note. # 

The foil was very rich, efpecially in the low and flat grounds, Soil. 
and their being fo well watered by rivers, and from the moun- 
tains,, made it excellent for pafture-ground - 9 but their being 
fo overthwarted with hills and mountains, hindered them from 
being fo well tilled as^ they might have otherwife been. But 
the country was much better fituatjed for trade and navigation, 
by having the fea round above half the kingdom, and fo many 
fair havens upon it. How well they improved thefe advanta- 
ges, how powerful they became, and what noble fleets' they 
entertained, and brave experienced admirals they bred, will 
be feen in the fequel of their hiftory. The truth is, the La- 
cedemonians were a brave courageous people , hardy, and in- 
ured to the trade of war both by fea and land, averfe to floth 
and luxury, jealous of their honour and liberty, as well as of 
their neighbours power, they were wanting, in no civil or 
military difcipline, in order to fecure the one and curb the 
other. And by thefe means it was, that they became fo power- 
ful, and made fo confiderable a figure in Greece K 

Their government was like all others originally monar- G«wr** 
chical. Their kings had indeed fome magiftrates under them mnU 

1 De his fid. Pavsan. ibid. Sc. Byzant. fub. voce. * Mela. 
lib. ii. c. 4.&alib.STRAB. ubi. fupra. 1 Vid. Thvcydid. 1. u. 

•Pa usan. in Laconic, Plutarch, ia Lycurg. Diodor. Sicul. 
fcc. 

Vol. V. Y y y whofe 



The fabulous arid heroic Ttms . Book I. 



whofe advice and council they made ufe of upon all emergent 
occafions ; but as thefe were chofen by the prince and might 
be turned out at pleafure, they feldom had courage enough to 
contradict him in any thing, fo that his will was ftill the fupreme 
law. In this manner it'paffed through a fucceffion of twelve 
princes from Lacedemon, the fon-in-law of Eurofas the foun- 
der of this monarchy ; not indeed conftantly in the male line, 
which being extinft in Caftor and Pollux the fon$ of Tynda- 
reus their feventh monarch, it paffcd to Menelaus, then king 
of Meffenia, in right of his wife Helena Tyndareus's daugh- 
ter. From him it paffed to his fons by a former wife, after 
which it returned again to the defcendants' of Helena , in Oref- 
tes the fon of Agamemnon, whofe fon Tifamenes, being outed 
by the Heraclida, went £nd reigned in Achaia, leaving the 
kingdom of hacedemon to the fbns of Ariftodemus, Euryfttynes 
and Procles. For though fome have placed their fattier at the 
head of the Herculean lift, yet it is more lilpely, that he ha(j 
been dead before they had finifhed the conquefl; of thip king- 
dom, if not even before they entered into Peloporinefus (F). 

However, whether under him, or his twin-foris, Eury- 
Jihenes and Proclet (Gj, abpvementioned, the government 
took a quite new form, and in/lead of one fovereign became 
fubjefl to two. For thefe two brothers did npt divide the 
kingdom between them, as had been done at Argos, Mejfenia, 

Arcadia, and elfewhere; neither did they agree to reign al- 

i » 

(F) We have already taken notice, that this prince, who was 
the fon of Arijlomachjis and 'brother to Crefybontes and Temehus, is 
faid to have been killed, by lightning at NaupaeJus in JBtolia, whilft 
their navy was getting ready £or this expedition > here it was that 
he left his twin-fens Euryftienes jancl /V*c/«, whom he had by 
Argea the daughter of Autefion (7), his £uqceflbra, bptji to the ex- 
pedition and to all the conqueits they /hoyld make in it. 

Paufanias fays, he was kille4 by the fons of ' Py lades and Elfftr^ 
who were coufin-germans to Tifqmenes the fon of Orejies, before tfo$ 
expedition. And the Lacedemonians pretended, that' Apollo had 
ihot him to death at Delpbos, becaufe lje came thither, not to con- 
fult the oracle, but to advife with Hercules, wlio was there at that 
time, about the means of invading P elopormtfus ; fo that upon the 
whole it appears, that he was dead fome time before the conqueft 
of that peninfula by the Heraclid<c. 

(G) This lallis fometimes called Procles, and fometimes Protoeles 

by Strabo. Plutarch calls him Patrocles ; but Herodotus, Apollodo- 

rw, Cicero, and Paufanias, always call hii» Prpcfes ; it is likely, 
tjjjis difference is owing to the inadvertency of copyifta, &me of 
whom were ufcd to abridge words and namfcs, and others to write 
them at length. 

(7) Pau/k#, in Laconic. 

terijctlyi 
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ternately, as Eteocles and Po/ynices had done at Thebes ; but, 
whether purfuant to their father's will* or by virtue of fome 
mutual contraA, they refolved to govern jointly, and with 
equal power and authority ; both bearing the title of king of 
Lacedemon^ and both being acknowledged and obeyed as 
fuch. Paufanias adds, that the Delphic oracle being confult- 
ed about (his new form of government, the pythonefs did not 
make any obje&ion againft it What is ftill more furprifing 
is, that this biarchy, if we may be allowed the expreffion, did 
not end with thofe two brothers, though, from their mutual 
jealdiily and antipathy, one would hardly have expe&ed it to 
have outlived even them, but continued in this condition un- 
der a bipartite fucceffion of thirty princes of the line of Rury- 
Jihenesj and twenty feven of that of Procles, and ended in 
both near about the fame time (H ). 

But, though this title and fucceffion continued thus long 
in thofe two? lines, yet was the power and authority foon cur- 
tailed^- through the difcords which muft inevitably have reigned 
between them. Ruryjihenes was fucceeded by his fon Agis* 
from whom all the defcendants of that line were furnamed 
Agid&, as the other line took the name of Eurytionida from 
Eurytion the grandfon of Procles. Thefe two foon came to 
divide themfelves into two diftinft parties, under which the 
people, who are not always the dupes of thofe that govern 
them, did lift themfelves according as their affedtion or inte- 
reft led them ; and this obliged their heads to court them, by 
largeffes, by fome new privileges, and other fuch-like conde- 
fcenfions, which though they ferved the preferit purpofe, yet 
could hot but prove in the end prejudicial to the royal preroga- 
tive. This the Lacedemonians foon perceived, and hieitig be- 
come confeious how impoffible it wduld be for either fide td 
hold the reins of government under fuch difadvaritdgeoud 
circumftances, they became the haughtier £nd more irifblenr, 
as they found their affedtion and affiftahee Aecfeflary to either 
competitor. This gave birth to frefh ectopia in tt y m'tinnurs, 
and every pretence or ftratagenfi, Which did but weaieft the 
regal poweiy The confequence of all this waty tliac the peb- 
ple, inftead of becoming more tradable by arty cdnfceffidtf 1 , 
grew the more turbulent and headftrdng, taking eveVy advan- 
tage they could againft thofe, whet* thro' either tMi-eWy'tof* 
ture, or through neceffity, mrb glad to court theii^ dffiflltoW, 

« Pa^san. ubi fupra, c. i. 

(H) When Ctcomenes III. the Iaft of the firft line, having killed 
his copartner Eurydamidat, was fhortly after vanquilhed by Aatigo* 

w, as fhall be feen in the following chapter. 

Y y y 2 ankl 
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and vexing and blackening thofe, who had courage enough 
to curb and ufe them with any feverity. By thefe divifions 
the regal dignity was brought into fuch contempt, that the 
government was upon the brink of falling into anarchy and 
cpnfufion, when the great Lycurgus took the reins of it, dur- 
ing fome part of his nephew Charilaus 9 $ minority. 

This great patriot and lawgiver was the fon of PolydeSfes^ 
the 6th king of the Eurytionicm line, but by a fecond wife. How- 
ever, his elder brother dying without children, the right of fuc- 
ceffion remained in him, and he accordingly took the adminif- 
tration upon him, waiting, however, to fee, whether his fifter- 
in-law was with child. This princefs finding herfelf pregnant, 
acquainted him with it privately, and with a promife that if 
he would marry her, lhe would take fome effe&ual method 
to deftroy the embryo. Lycurgus, though Clocked at the 
propofal, yet gave her fome diftant hopes that he would com- 
ply with it, but withal ufed all proper means to prevent her 
mifcarrying, till the time of her delivery was come, when he 
fent for fome perfons of note to be prefent at her labour. She 
was foon after brought to bed of a fon, the news of which 
being fent to him whilft he was at fupper with fome noble 
Spartans, he came immediately, and taking the child in his 
arms, faid to thofe who were prefent, This is yaur king\ laid 
him on a chfiir 'of ftate, and gave him the name of Charilaus. 
This generous adtion did not, however, fatisfy all the Spar- 
tans y the incenfed queen, by the help of her brother Leoni- 
dasj perfuaded many of them, that he was only a&ing a game 
in order to feize and make himfelf the more fure of the crown 
by the death of the young prince. To prevent therefore fo 
vile an infinuation, and fo far from his intention, from gain- 
ing credit, Lycurgus withdrew himfelf into a voluntary exile, 
from which he returned not till Charilaus was married, and 
had had a fon to fucceed him, This laft aflion having at 
once put an end to all thofe unjuft furmifes which had been 
raifcd by his enemies, and procured him the efteem of all 
thofe that wiflied well to their country ; he met with lefs dif- 
ficulty jn the profecution of his more glorious defign of new- 
jnodelling the government. Another circumftrnce which fa- 
cilitated tjiis change was, that during his abfence, fuch depra- 
vity of manners and corruptipn in the government had crept 
into thaf mjferablo ftate, that not only his friends, but even 
thofe who had been his moft zealous enemies, were glad to 
repeat their emballies, to entreat him to come back and fave 
his country from ruin ». 



n Vid. A lift, fup. cittt. 
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These were the inevitable confequences of that fatal dir 
vifion of the regal authority between two competitors, which ? 
however, Lycurgus took a quite different method of remedy- 
ing, than by confining it again to either of the lines, which 
might have proved too dangerous a tafk. He contented him- 
felf therefore with reducing their authority, by conftituting a 
fenate endowed with the fupreme power in all civil matters, 
and leaving to the kings, befides the title and honour, only 
the management of military and religious affairs, as lhall be 
fhewn in the next chapter ; in which we fliall give a more 
particular account of the form of government which he eftab- 
Iifhed, the body of laws which he framed, and the extrar 
ordinary method which he took to give both a fure and laft- 
ing fandtion. 

Thus was the Spartan monarchy changed into a common- 
wealth, after it had continued in the line of Lacedcemon 610 
years, that is, from the year of the world 2290, in which 
we place the building of Sparta according to the chronology 
we have hitherto followed, to its becoming fubjeS to the 
Heraclida about A. M. 2900, and continued in the double 
line of thefe laft during feven reigns, making in all about 
280 years more. In the following lift therefore of thofe 
kings, we lhall begin it only from Lacedemon the fon-in-law 
of Eurotas, who may be properly looked upon as the founder 
of that ftate. As to his fuppofed predeceflbrs, Lelex, My/es 9 
and Eurotas, we fhall content ourfelves with having men- 
tioned them in the beginning of this fe&ion. 

And as for thofe of the Herculean family, who reigned 
after the change of government made by Lycurgus, befides 
that they are all out of our epocha, they are more to be looked 
upon as generals of the Lacedemonian army, than as royal 
fovereigns, and confequently their names need not be men- 
tioned here. 

A List of the royal Lacedemonian line. 



1 Lacedemon 

2 Amyclas 

3 Argalus 

4 Cynorta 

5 OEbalus 

6 Hippocoon 

7 Tyndareus his brother 



8 Cajior and Pollux 
g Menelatis 

j o Nicojlratus and Megapel 

thes 

11 Orejles the foil of Aga~ 

?n emu on 

12 TtJ'ameHCS 
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The Herculean line. 

1 Procles 

2 Sous 

3 Eurytion 

4 Prytanis 

5 Eunoinus 

6 Polydeftes 

7 Cbarilaus 

1. Concerning Lacedemon, we know little more be-r 
fides what wc mentioned at the beginning of this fe&ion, 
except that he built a temple to two of the graces whom he 
called Phacnna and Clete, celebrated by an antient poet °, 
and that his defendants raifed a ftately monument to him 
near the town of Aleftes, where Myles is faid to have found 
the firft mule. 

2. Amyclas his fucceflbr is ftill more unknown (I), except 
for building the city of his name, mentioned a little higher, 
concerning which there goes a ftory, that, whether by reafon 
of its fituation, or any other caufe, it was fo fubjeci to fre- 
quent and ftrange noifes as of enemies coming upon them, 
when there was really nothing like it, that the Amycleans 
made a law, that none fhould dare to alarm the town upon 
any fuch occaiion. The Dorians 9 taking the advantage of it, 
came upon them on a Aidden and took the town ; and hence 
came the old proverb, / will /peak, blowing bow the Amy- 
cleans were ruined for holding their peace \ and the old faying 
of Amyclas tiivere 9 was ufed to fignify to fee, and bear, and 
Jay nothing. The people of this city became afterwards fa- 

0 Alcman. ap. Pausan. Lacon. c. xviii. 

(I ) The fabie fays, that of all the fons he had, he was molt ex- 
ccflively fond of Hyacinthus the youngelt, becaufe he excelled all 
the reft in beauty, infomuch, that Apollo and Zepbyrus became en- 
amoured with him at the fame time. Apollo being one day at play, 
unfortunately flew him with a quoit, and from his blood caufed the 

flower of his name to fpring up. 

His difconfolate father erecled a ftately tomb with his ftatue, 
both which outlived the ruin of that city, and appointed a feaft to 
be kept in memory of him. Ovid, in his mecamorphofes makes 
this youth the fon of OEbalus ; but Paufani*t y who had ieen kis 

monument, fays he was the fon of Amyclas 

inous 



1 Eury/lbenes 

2 Agis 

3 Echejlratus 

4 Labotas 

5 Doryffus 

6 Ageftlaus 

7 Archelaus 
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mous likewife for their ftri& adherence to the Pythagorean 
do&rine, which forbids the killing of any living creature, and 
which they did fo ftriftly keep, that they forbore the deftroy- 
ing even of thofe very ferpents which annoyed and deftroyed 
them. We have very little left concerning Amyclas's three 
fucceflbrs, Jrgalus, Cynorta, and OEbalus, except that this 
laft gave his name to a canton of Lacedemonia, which he had 
either conquered, or which he divided afterwards from the 
reft, and gave to his fon Hippocoon, whilft the reft of the 
kingdom was aifigned to his other fon Tyndareus. OEbalus 
married Gorgophone the daughter of Perfeus, by whom he had 
this Tyndareus, to whom he left the kingdom j but his bro- 
ther, who reigned in OEbalia, came foon after and deprived 
him of it. 

Whilst Hippocoon reigned in Sparta , Hercules happened 
to come thither to be expiated, for the murder of Iphitus: 
Hercules, it feems, after having put away Megara, went to 
OEchalia, where he won hie the daughter of Eurytus king 
of that country, at fhooting againft him and his fons, an ex- 
ercife which that king always propofed to thofe who came to 
court his daughter. But the king and his fons, remembering 
how he had ufed Megara, refufed to give hie to him ; in 
revenge of which affront he drove away Eurytus's horfes, and 
taking his fon Iphitus, who was ordered to go in fearch of 
them, up to the top of a high tower, under pretence of {hew- 
ing him where they were, threw him down headlong and kil- 
led him. Hippocoon therefore and all his fons did ftoutly op- 
pofe his being expiated, becaufe they thought the aftion too 
black to deferve fuch a favour p , and Hercules flayed only 
for an opportunity of being revenged on him for* his re- 
fufal. 

He did not wait long for it; for a firft coufin of his, nam- 
ed Of onus, who was come with him to Sparta, walking one 
day along thp ftreets of that city, paft by chance before the 
houfe of Hippocoon, out of which a maftiff came and flew 
upon him. Oeonus flung a ftonc at him, which being perceiv- 
ed by Hippocoon's fons, they ruftied out upon him with cud- 
gels in their hands and beat him to death. There wanted no 
more to roufe the fury of that fanguine hero, he fell upon 
them with what men he had about him, but, being wound- 
ed in the fcufllc, he was forced to retire, but came not long 
after with a ftrong reinforcement, and gave them battle, kil- 
led Hippocoon and ten of his funs, bcfidcs a great number of 



v H. ibid. c. xv. 
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Lacedemonians ; and having taken the metropolis, he recalled 
Tyndareus, and left the kingdom, which was now become his 
conqueft, to that banifhed monarch, in truft for his own pos- 
terity, as we have elfewhere hinted (K). Tyndareus^ 

(K) Hercules, having fucceeded fo well in this expedition, is re- 
ported to have built a temple to Juno, becaufe fhe had not thwart- 
ed him in it, as fhe had formerly done upon all occafions, and 
for want of a better vi&im offered her a goat, from which fhe was 
afterwards worfhipped by the Lacedemonians under the name of Ju- 
no j£gophage, or Goat-eater, and that cfedtura became the conftant 
victim which they offered to her there (9). 

His laft exploit, and with which this is a proper place to finifh 
the hiftory of that renowned hero, was againft Eurytus, who retain- 
ed, as he thought, unjuftly lole from him. He went therefore a- 
gainft him, flew him and his fons, and carried off his daughter with 
him. Coming foon after to the Cenaan promontory in Eubcea, to 
offer fome facrifice there, he fent his fervant Lycbas to Tracbin, to 
his wife Dejanira for the fhirt and coat in which he ufed to perform 
that ceremony. 

This princefs had fome time before been attempted by the cen- 
taur Nejfus, as he was ferrying her over the river Euenus, and Her- 
cules, beholding it from the fhore, had given him a mortal wound 
with an arrow. The monfter finding himfelf dying, advifed her 
to mix fome oil with the blood which flowed from his wound, and 
to anoint her hufband's fhirt with it, pretending, that it would in- 
fallibly fecure him from loving any other woman ; and fhe, too 
well apprifed of his inconftancy, had actually prepared the poifoned 
ointment accordingly (10). 

Lycbas, coming to her for the garments, unfortunately acquaint- 
ed her with his having brought away lole, and fhe, in a fit of 
jealoufy, failed not to anoint his fhirt with the fatal mixture, which 
had no fooner touched his body, than he felt the poifon diffufa ic 
felf through all his veins ; the violent pain of which caufed him 
to difband his army and to return to tracbin. His torment ft ill en- 
treating, he fent to confult the oracle for a cure, and was anfwer- 
ed, that he fhould caufe himfelf to be conveyed to mount Oeta, 
and there rear up a great pile of wood, and leave the reft to Ju- 
piter. 

By that time he had obeyed the oracle, his pains being become 
intolerable, he drefled himfelf in his martial habit, flung himfelf 
upon the pile, and defired the by-ftanders to fet fire to it j others 
fay, that he left the charge of it to his fon PhiloQetes, who having 
performed his father's commands, had his bow and arrows given 
him as a reward for his obedience. 

At the fame time Jupiter, to be as good as his word, fent a flafh 
of lightning which confumed both the pile and the hero, info- 
rnuch, that lolaus coming to take up his bones, found nothing but 

(9) Gel. Rbod. (10) Ovid. Metam, /. g. Diodor, /. 5. Seneca, 

in Herculc Oct as. 
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. Tynda'reus-j or> as he is othetwife called , Tyndarus, more 
£lad to afccept the Lacedemonian kihgdbm upon any conditi- 
ons'* than felicitous about the performance of them, was no 
fooner refeated upon his throne, than he began to find out 
jtfea'ns to fejcure it to himfelf and defendants againft the He- 
raclida. He hid two brave fons by his wife Leda 9 Cajior 
and Pollux^ and tWo daughters, the famous Helena and Cly- 
teinnejira^ whofe ftrange birth, as it is fabled by the poets, the 
freader may find ill the margin (L). Helen' % fatal beauty had 
caufed her to be ftolen away by Thefeus> as we have feen be- 
fore, and after Ihe was recovered by her two brothers, Tyn- 
da'reusy Hill afraid left file fliould be carried off again, had 
obliged all her fuitors by an oath to leave it to her to make 
choice of the mail (he liked, and that in cafe fhe fhould be 
ftolen by any other, they would all join their forces to bring 
her back to her hufband. She chofe foon after Menelaus the 
fon of Atreusj after which (he being ftolen away again by Parts , 
her hufband, encouraged by his brother Agamemnon , chal- 
lenged all thofe princes, who had been her admirers, to the 
performance of their promife, and engaged them to the Trojan 
war, of which we have fpoken at length in a former chapter. 

Tyndareusy vexed at the incontinency of his two daughters, 
( for Helena was carried off by her own confent, and Clyiem- 
nejlra^ as we have feen elfewhere, not only lived in adul- 
tery during her hufband's abfence, but murdered him imme- 

aflites, from which they took up the notion that he was pa/Ted from 
earth to heaven, and was joined to the gods. A fit fon indeed 
for fuch a father, and a fitter god for fuch votaries, who could 
deify, raife altar9 and temples, offer facrifices, and inftitute feafts 
to a mortal, who had fullied his beft aftions with fo many mur- 
ders, rapes, and adulteries. Hercules bequeathed hie to his fon 
Hyllus j as for Dejanira, fhe hanged herfelf as foon as ftie was ap- 
prifed of the fatal effecls of the pretended philtre. 

L) The fable goes, that Jupiter having had an amorous in- 
trigue with her in the fliape of a fwan, foon after her matrimonial 
commerce with her hufband, the refult of thefc amphibious cm- 
braces was, that (he was brought to bed of two eggs, out of one of 
which came Pollux and Helena, and out of the other Cajior and 
Cfotemneflra ; whence Cajior, as Tyndareus's fon, was mortal, but 
Pollux* as fon of Jupiter, is faid to have been immortal, and to 
have divided his immortality with his brother. 

' The Greeks, however, according to Paufanias 1 1\ pretended, 
that Helena was the daughter of Ncmejis, and that Lcda wan only 
her nurfe, and brought her up as her own, but this is a piece of 
Grecian mythology not worth difproving. 

( J l J Ufy fufra. 

Vol. V. Z z ?! Jutely 
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diately after his return) is faid to have built a temple to Ve- 
nus (M), and ere&ed a ftatue of cedar to that goddefs, with 
a vail over her face and chains about her legs, either, as fome 
think, to expofe her as the caufe of their unlawful love, or, 
as Paufanias thinks, to intimate to pofterity the indiflbluble 
tie of wedlock 9. He began likewife to build a ftately temple 
to Minerva, whom he furnamed Poliuchos, or guardian of 
the city, but died before he could finifh it, and left both that 
work and his kingdom to his two fons, after he had reigned 
about forty years r . 

8. Ciflor and Pollux went on with the building, defign- 
ing to have enriched it with the fpoils of the city Aphidne, 
out of which they had refcued their fifter Helena, but left it 
likewife imperfect. The Lacedemonians did afterwards build 
a new one in that place which was of maffive brafs, from 
which it was called Chalcitccos. Thefe two heroes likewife 
fignalized themfelves in the Argonautic expedition, and when 
they came home, they built a temple to Minerva AJia, in 
acknowledgment of their fuccefs and fafe return from Colchis, 
from which they are alfo faid to have brought away a fa- 
jnous ftatue of Mars. They had likewife a bloody combat 
with the fons of Aphareus, Ida, and Lyncaus, the latter of 
whom is faid to have had fuch piercing eyes, that he could 
feen even into the trunk of a tree (N). The cccafion of 
their quarrel is varioufly reported 5 Theocritus fays, that they 
had ftolen the daughters of Leucippus the brother of Aphareus, 
but Paufanias and Pindar foy, it was only about a herd of 
oxen. However, in this combat Pollux killed Lynceus, and 
Ida was ftruck dead with lightning. The remainder of their 
exploits is too fabulous to deferve a place here, we (hall give 
a fpecimen of them in th<* margin f (O) . 

9. Menelaus 

1 Lacon. c. 16. r Ch.xvii. r Dc his vid. Plu- 

tarch, in Thefeo. Djod. Apollod. Sc Pa us an. 

(M) Paufanias adds, that this temple, which himfelf faw, wai 
built after a particular manner, being rather two temples reared 
the one upon the other, the upper of which was called Morphr, 
which is but another name of Venus (11), and fignifies form or fi- 
gure, implying that fhe was the goddefs of beauty. 

(,N Hence the faying of Lyncesan eyes, and Pindar te!Is us, that 
he could difcover CaJIor hid in the trunk of a tree from mount 

*Ifiygeliu {12). 

(O) Thefe two famous brothers are celebrated by the antient 
poets under feveral names, fuch as Anacles from the Greek *A**Z § 



In lacon. c. xv. (1 1\ Nemeen, Ode 10. 

which 



Chap, i yl The History of Lacedemon. 

9. Menelaus the fon of Atreus fucceedcd them in the king- 
dom in right of his wife. We have fpoken of the war 
which her rape occafioned, and the fuccefs of it in a former 
chapter. At their return from the Trojan war, being, upon 
fome difference, parted from his brother Agamemnon, after 
having weathered many violent ftorms, he arrived fafely in 
Egypt with his wife Helena, whither Homer tells us he was 
driven by contrary winds. Herodotus gives us a quite diffe- 
rent account of his going into Egypt, and gives us his rea- 
fons for it j but as it contradi&s moft of the antient poets 

which fignifies a king or prince, fuch as were originally all the Hea- 
then gods. Ambulii, moft probably Iikewife from the Greek *A/x- 
€o7uig, procraftination, delay, to imply their lengthening of life. Ju- 
piter is alfo called by that name. They were alfo called Apherei 9 
as fuppofed to prefide over the lifts ; buc the name they were moft 
commonly known by was that of Diofcuri, from J»oj and x5po%, be- 
caufe they were reputed the fans 'of Jupiter. 

They are reported to have cleared the country of robber?, and 
the fea of pirates, and from this laft they were worfhipped as 
gods of the fea, and are faid to have appeared to mariners in 
ftorms, and the notion was, that if only one was feen, it betoken- 
ed fhipwreck, but if both together, it was taken for a good omen. 

They are Iikewife faid to have appeared at land upon feveral 
occaiions: They once facilitated the efcape of the Lacedemonians 
under their king Anaxander, when they were clofely purfued, and 
likely to be cut in pieces, by Ariflomenes and his AJeffenian troops. 
At another time they came to the very houfe where they had lived 
when upon earth, and begged of Phormio, who was then in pol- 
feffion of ir, to take them in for that night, pretending they were 
ftrangers come from Cyrene. They afked moreover to lie in one 
particular chamber, which they had been formerly fond of ; buc 
Phormio told them, that the whole houfe was at their fervice, ex- 
cept that chamber, in which was a young woman whom he kept. 
They feemingly agreed to accept of any other apartment, but o» 
the morrow, both the young woman and thofe that waited upon 
her were gone as well as the guefts, and nothing, found in her 
chamber but the two ftatues of the Diofcuri, and a cable with fome 
fweet gums upon it ( 1 3). 

The fable adds, that when Caftor died, his brother Pollux, who 
was immortal, prayed to Jupiter that he might fhare his immorta- 
lity with him, which being granted, they are faid to have lived 
and died by turns, and to have been at length transformed into 
the fign Gemini, of which two of the ftars are called by their 
names,, and one of which goes down when the other rifes, 

(13) Paufan. ubi fupra, 1. xvi. 
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and hiftorians, we (hall relate it in the margin Mtnelaus 
was fucceeded by his two fons by a former, wife, or rather by, 
a flave, namely, 

10. Nicojrratus and Megapenthes ; but the. Lacidetrwnians^ 
unwilling to fubmit themfelves. to a fpuriou&offifpring, Orejles. 
eafily obtained the kingdom, and without any blood'-fliedi. 

1 1 . Oreflcs^ the foil of Agamemnon king, of Mejfenia^ came* 
to the Lacedemonian crown in right of his mother. Clytenmejira^ 
the other daughter of Tyndareus. W e have already mentionedia 
the hiftory of that kingdom, how he revenged his. father's 
murder on his fai chiefs mother and her paramour, and afcend- 
ed the Mefjmian throne *. He was, however, accufed oB 
that parricide, not, indeed, by his grandfather Tyndareus^ 
who muft have been dead long before, but by his uncle Pe- 
rilous, the fon of Icarius, and coufiri-german, ana 1 confe- 
quently the neareft relation, of Qlytemnejira. He it^ was who 
cited him before the great Athenian court called Areata- 
gus, after he had, recovered- his fenfes. ^ft^f. their fentence 
was our author doth not inform us, but tells us elfewhiere c , 
that he had feen an old building which, was, called Orejies 's 
manfion % in which he was forced to liye fepejAtie frprn the reft 
i)f mankind, except that they took care to fupply.him. with 

t 

* Sec before p. 457. • 1 Pausan. Arcad. ch. xxxiv. 

(P) He tells us, upon the credit of the Egyptian priefts, that as 
Paris was carrying off that fatal beauty, they uiere driven by con- 
trary winds upon the coafts of Egypt, where he was accufed of live 
theft by fome of his fervants, who went and took fanftuary in the 
temple of Hercules. Proteus, then king of the country, having,ex- 
amincd the ftory, detained the woman and the goods Ihe had 
brought with her till her hufband came to demand them, and' let 
the ravifher go as being a ftranger. 

When therefore the confederate Greeks, who were ignorant, of 
this, came to demand her of the Trojans, and were atifwered that 
fhc was left in Egypt, they believed it a mere pretence, and car- 
ried on the fiege ; but when the city was taken, and (he not 
found in it, then Menclaus went to demand her of the Egyptian 
king. 

What inclined our author to believe that this was. the real truth 
of the ftory is, as he tells us, that if Helen had really been in Troy, 
it had been madnefs in Priam to have facriliced that noble city, 
and the lives of fo many noble Trojans, only to defend Paris in 
the poffeflion of another man's wife, fince he was neither heir to 
the kingdom, nor equal in worth to many of thofe that fell in the 
defence of that city (14). 



(14) Heroiot. /. ii, c, 113, & fcq. 
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foodaijjd other neceflari^s, till he bad quite expiated bis c* inje K 
He died and; was buried in ^cadia 9 whither the oracle adr- 
vifed him to retire, as we have f<?eh in a fprmer fedjon. 

1%. %ifamenes, the fon of Qreflesby, Hermlpne the daugh- 
ter oiMenelaus and Helena, fucqeeded him bpth in ; this king- 
dom and thofe of Argos and Mfjfenia, and w^s fooij. after 
outed out of all by the Heyaclida,^ who, having by tbi*; 
time invaded PehponnefUs, claimed the latter,. as : being of the 
line of Perfeus, and he only of that of Pelops ; and the, for- 
mer, becaufe Hercules, having conquered it from. Hippocoon^ 
had: only left in it truft wiphTyndareus , as we have lately fben. 
What became of Tifamenes is varioufly reported-' fome fay he ; 
was killed as he was defending the kingdom of Argos w ; o~ 
thers, and with more probability, fay, he cfcaped into Achaia\ 
and; reigned there ; fome time after which he was, killed 
one of the firft in a combat againft the Ionians? and was bu- 
ried in the city of Hflice, whence the Lacedemonians, by the 
oracle's advice, afterwards fetched his.bpnes and buried them, 
in Sparta*. However that be, Pbilonomus betrayed that 
metropolis to the fonsof Arijlodemus, wjho with their forces en- 
tered: it with the found of the flute an inftrument then rec- 
konediV.ery martial, and proper to infpirethe foldiers with cou- 
rage, as well a$ to. keep them in their ranks, for which rea.- 
fon the bacedemonians made ufe of it from that time, when- 
ever they foundedito battle a . 

Euryjihenes and- Procles having thus. obtained the kingdom, 
at firft divided it into fix parts, every one of which they en- 
dowed, with all the privileges of the city of Sparta, where 
they ftill kept their refidence. This, though for the prefent 
it had the defired effed: of ingratiating themfelyes to the La- 
cedemonians, yet in the following, reigns, proved the caufe of- 
many grievous difturbances. For Agis, the fon aqd fucceflbr 
of Euryfthenes, finding, that the people w.cre growrn head- 
ftrorighy it, endeavoured. to curb them, not only by depri- 
ving feveral cantons of thqfe privileges, but byjayjqg a tri r 
bute upon all the Lacedemonians. They did indeed all fub- 
mit to it, except the Heliots, who were made a fevere exam- 
ple to the reft; but thefe feverities failed not to alienate the 
uffeftions of the people from him. 

On the other hand, his copartner Sons the fon of Procles, 
a valiant and warlike prince, gained their cfteem by his bra- 
very and : new conquefts. We have an inftapce of his con- 

■ Jd. Corinth, c. xxxi w Apollod . I. !i c. 8. x Vid. 

Pausan. Achate, c. i. &Strab. Geogr. I. viii. ^Strab. 
ibid. " Po i v /e n . Stratagem. 1. J c. 10. 

duct 
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du& recorded very much to his honour, which is as fol- 
lows $ that prince being befieged by the Chlorians in a dry fto- 
ny place, where his army differed very much for want of wa^ 
ter ; he was at length reduced to make a treaty with the e- 
nemy, by which he obliged himfelf to reftore to them all the 
places he had taken from them, upon condition that he and all 
his men fliould drink of a fpring at a fmall diftance from his 
camp. After the mutual ratifications of the treaty on both 
fides, Sous, having called his foldiers together, offered the 
kingdom to him that would forbear drinking ; but they be- 
ing all opprefled with exceffive thirft, not one could be tempt- 
ed to accept his offer upon that condition. As foon there- 
fore as he had feen them drink their fill of the water, he took 
fome of it in the hollow of his hand, andfprinkled his face 
with it without drinking one drop, and marched off in the 
face of the enemy. The confequence of which was, 
that his abftinence having made the contraft void, feeing he 
and all his men had not drank at the fpring, he could fafely 
refufe to refignhis conquefts to them >. 

Agis, from whom the defcendants of that line had the 
name of Agida, or Agiada, for they are indifferently called 
by both, was fucceeded by his fon Echejlratus, and Sous, not 
long after, by his fon Eurytion, otherwife alfo called Eury- 
pon and Eurypbon $ from him this line, which had till then 
took the name of Proclida, exchanged it for that of Euryti- 
•nida or Eurypontidts &c. In this reign, fome feeds of 
difcord between the Lacedemonians and Argives began to ap- 
pear, which were, however, ftifled by the prudence of 
thofe two monarchs. The Cynofureans, who were a colony 
of Argives, and fettled in the neighbourhood of that kingdom 
by Cynofurus the fon of Per feus, wer$ explained againft by 
the Argives, for not only differing a parcel of banditti to ra- 
vage their frontiers, but likewife for doing the fame themfelves, 
and fometimes leading their plundering troops as far as their \ 
metropolis. For this the Lacedemonians baniflied all the Cy- 
nofureans that were able to bear arms out of their territories, 
and by that feverity not only prevented all fuch ravages for 
fome time, but reftored a good underftanding between the 
Argives and them c . 

But this peaceful difpofition did not laft but till the next 

a Plutarch, in Lycurg. vid. k Apothegm. Laconic, ap Hind. 
.*bifbpra. k Paujan.. Meurs. Ac. cPausan. ubi 

fupra. c. ii.&iii. 
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reign, when Labotas (Q), the fon of Echejiratus* and Pry- 
tanis 9 the fon of Eurytion, declared war againftthem. The 
ground of it was, that though the Lacedemonians poffefled the 
town and territories of Cynofura, by right of their late con- 
queft, yet the Argives were ftill incroaching upon fome part 
of it, and endeavoured to withdraw their confederates from 
their alliance and friendfhip. It doth not appear, however, 
that this war was of any duration, at leaft we find not, that 
any thing remarkable was done on either fide. After this 
things continued in a peaceful ftate, at leaft with their neigh- 
bours abroad, though they grew worfe within doors through 
the jealoufies and mifunderftandings of the princes, both 
between themfelves, and between them and the people. La- 
iotas was fucceeded by his fon DoryJJus^ and Prytanis by hit 
fon Eunomus, the former of thefe, as well as his fon and fuc- 
ceflbr Agejilaus* are by fome faid to have reigned but a fliorfc 
while d • and yet a modern critic hath proved from the authori- 
ty of Eufebius and St. Jerom, that the former reigned twen- 
ty nine, and the latter forty four years *. As for Eunomus, he 
enjoyed a long reign, and lived to a good old age, but was 
at length ftabbed, as he was endeavouring to quM a riot, in 
which the parties were come to blows, and left two fons behind 
him, Polydeftes by a former, and Lycurgus by a fecond wife. 
He was fucceeded by the former, and he dying foon after left 
the kingdom to Lycurgus, who only kept it till his brother's 
wife was delivered of a fon, to whom he immediately refigned 
it, and banifhed himfelf out of Lacedamon, during which 
time he meditated that new form of commonwealth, into 
which he afterwards modelled that government. 

d Pausan. ubx fuprtL c. ii. Hind, hift. Grace. 1. ii. p. 97. e 
M&urs. ap. Gedoyn. in loc. 

(Q) Herodotus, who calls him Leobatus, tells us in his hiftory 
of Crafts 9 that the great Lycurgus had been his tutor ; but he was 
certainly out in his chronology, as a learned critic has fincefliewn 
(15), fince that prince had been doad fome time before that law- 
giver was born. 

(15.} Menrf.mtij* l*c$im, Gedojn* in Pauftfi. Law* 
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S E G T. X; 

the History of the aMim kingdoms of Elis, ^tolia* 

Lccris, Doris, aMAvhafei. 

WE fnall join thefe antient kingdoms together in one 
feaiori, tecaufe they ntade hut a iftrtall figure in the 
wortd, in coihparifbn Jb'f ih'bfe that haVe gone before, 
and bfccirufe they have been ieither. troHquered by* dr blended 
frith, theni; Wftilft their being fd often 'mentioned in the 
foregoing re&ioni, and in the following Mftory of ■Greece, 
Will not permit us to pafs them by Without taking notice of 
their iituatfon, briginil, antiquities, and feiftdryi as far as it 
can be got ttut of ahtfent atttnors, their ttrar* ahd elpidits, 
and other luth particuiaft, for frhicn they Were formerly re- 
markable, ahd are Worth btit tattfce here. 
Elis. Tfcfe principal bf them is the ftingddm bf Mr, at firft 

peopled, as is reafohably fuppofed, by the defcehdants bf EK- 
ft>ah t the Tort tf 'Jtivan, and grahdfdh of fdpbii'h *, if hot by 
Elijbab himfelF, from fthdm rhfe territory at leaft, if hot the 
Names. *h°le penintiila, Was edited Elis [A), and in the Xjhddedn 

Hellas^ and by the prophet E&khiElijbah y Where he celebrates 
its fine purple dyfe " (B ). According therefore to tHi* fuppb- 

1 

> Gfch. x. i, ft*, b Ch; &ML 7. Vid. & Bochart. Phileg. 1. 

iii. c. 4. 

(A) The poets der ire that nairie from Elgin the fon of Neptune, 
Whom they make the firft founder and king of it (1). Pau/anias 
tells us,*that JEtitim, the fdn of Jupiter and Proidgenra the daugh- 
ter of Deucalion, was the firft who reignfed here, and gives fome ci- 
ther etymons of the word not worth notice, fince we have a much 
anttfcnter onei and dearer fronififfionj in the patriarch EVtJbah. 

(B) It is trucj the prophet here fpeafes of iiles and not of a con- 
tinent ; but wfe have often (hewn, that that word in the language 
of fcripture doth not ftriftly impty an iflahd; but the maritime coun- 
tries, efpecially thofe about the Mediterranean f ; and we have the 
teftimony of f'everal antient authors, that the coafts of Elis, and 
quite up to the Corinthian bay, werfc famous for a fhcll-fiftx which 
they ufed in this dye, and in which they exceeded all nations ex- 
cept Egypt (2). 

(x) Vid. int. al. Ovid. Met am. iff Steph. Byz. fub voce HAk &T 
Cronov. not. in eund. f Fid. Vol. I. p. $JZ. tS* before p. 

433. (2) Paufan. in Laconic. Fid. iff Bochart,. ubi fupra,& auc* 
t$r, ah eo citat. 

•\ fition, 
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fition, which Is far from improbable, that this country was 
peopled by that patriarch, or fome of his immediate defccndams, 
it was not without good reafon, that the inhabitants of this 
country and of Arcadia boafted themfelyes to be Aborigines of 
Pelcponnefus, whereas the others were looked upon as interlo- 
pers, which came from more remote parts to fettle there, 
and by degrees elbowed them out of the grcateft part of that 
peninfula c. 

Elis was fituateon the weftern fide of Peloponncfus, having E xten t 
the Ionian fca on that fide, Arcadia on the eaft, Achaia on 
the north, and the bay of CypariJJos or Cbalonites, now Capo 
di Tornefe^ with Mrffenia on the fouth : its extent from eaft to 
weft was at the wideft about forty eight miles, that is, 
from 22 deg. 10 min. to almoft 23 deg. eaft longitude; 
and from north to fouth about 60 miles, or from 27 deg. 20 
min. to 28 deg, 20 min. north latitude' 1 . 

Its chief cities were, 1. Elis, fituate on the river Pencus^ Cities. 
and almoft in the heart of the kingdom and the metropolis of 
it. It was famous among many other tilings for a large fpacious 
place called the Xyjios (C), where the candidates for the 
Olympic games were obliged to initiate themfclves for fome time 
by diet, exercife, and other fuch preparatives, before they 
were admitted to appear on the Olympic plains c. In this place 
their fenate did likewife ufe to aficmble themfelves, and the 
candidates for all kinds of dignities and employments came to 
give proofs of their abilities and merit. In this city was like- 
wife a temple dedicated to Fortune^ with the ftatue of that 
blind goddefs of a furprifing bignefs, and made of wood, co- 
vered all over with gold, except the face, hands, and feet. 

c Pa us am. Elid. c. i. & feq. (1 Conf. Strab. Geogr. 1. viii. 
Mela. 1. ii. c. 4. Civ ver. Wells, & al. c Pausan. Elid. c. 
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(C) So called from the Greek £y'<y, to trim or polijb. This place 
Was furrounded with a wall, and lined on the infidc with piantane 
trees of great height, to call an agreeable fhade on the court e. 
Here Hercules, in order to inure himfclf to hard labour, is laid to 
have fpent ibmc time everyday in clearing it from weeds, thorns, 
and briars. Near the inclo.'urc of this place was a famous cenotaph 
or monument erected in memory of Achilles, by the advice of the 
oracle, to which the women ufed to repair about fun-fet during the 
time of the olympic games , and to lament the death of that hero by 
feveral mournful aclions, efpccially by finning upon their breads (3). 

( J) Pciufitv.. in Elid, c. X\iii. 

Voi.V. 4. A They 
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Minerva- 



Jupiter, and Bacchus. This laft deity was held in the greateft 
veneration, and the Eleans pretended, that he appeared to 
them on the d.r/ in which his feaft was celebrated (D). Elis 
had likewife a citadel, in which was a temple of Minerva, 
and on the helmet of that goddefs was carved a cock, becaufe 
he is fuppofed the moft courageous of all winged creatures f. 
K:re w.'.s alfo the palace of Jugeas one of their kings, and 
the famous (tables, the cleanfing of which proved a talk fit 
only for the great Hercules (E). f 
OJympla. 2. The city of Olympia was the next in dignity, fituate 

on the famous Olympian plains, on which were celebrated the 
ohnoic s;ames, infiituted by Pelops in honour of Jupiter, and 

Olympic a ftcr fome fu fpenfion, reflored again by Atrens and Hercules. 

games. They were celebrated every fifth year and during five days, 

but with much greater folemnity, and a vafter concourfe of 
people, than any of thefe we have hitherto mentioned ; and 
from them came the computation of time by Olympiads, to 
be introduced in Greece (F)» This city is famed likewife for 
its magnificent temple of Jupiter Olympus, faid to have been 
built from the ipoils which the Eleans got from their neighbours 

the 



i Pausan. ubifupra. + See before, p. 455. Note. 

(D) This feaft-day they called 7/jya. The chapel where they ce- 
lebrated it was about a mile from the city. Thither his priefts re- 
paired on the night before, with three empty flafks which they left 
there, (hut up the temple, and fealed the locks of it, every by- 
flander being permitted to clap his own feal to them ; and on the 
morrow they returned thither, accompanied with Eleans and ftran- 
gers, and having firft fhewed to them that the gates were fafe and 
juil as they had left them, they opened them and went in, and 
found the flafks filled with wine. (4). 

(E) It is faid to have held three thoufand oxen, and to have 
been thirty years without cleaning, fo that when Hercules undertook 
to do it in one day, upon condition that he gave him his daughter 
in marriage, he only turned the river Alphcus, or P evens according 
toothers, into it, which carried off all the filth in the time prefix- 
ed. How that monarch rewarded him for this work we (hall fee in 
the fequel. 

( F) This folemnity, which had been fo often interrupted, and 
renewed again by E/ulymion, NeltH4s t Pclitis > Lycttrgus, and others, 
but without any fettled time, was at length reflored by Iphitus and 
fixe .] to be celebrated once every fifth year, fo that between every 
celebration /our complete years expired, which fome have millak 



( \) Id. ibid. 
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the Pijeans; in which was a famous ftatue of that god 50 cu- 
bits high, and reckoned one of the feven wonders of the world, 
near which is alio the famous Olympian wood or grove dedica- 
ted to the fame deity. As for its antient name of Olympia, 
it hath long fince changed it for that of Scanri. 3. 
fituate on the river Alpbeus (G), and near the mouth of it, 
faid to have been founded by Pifus the grand Con of JEolus, 
and whofe inhabitants fignalized themfelves under Nejlor at 
the Trojan war. This city was afterwards deftroyed by the 
Eleans^ becaufe the Pifcans took upon them to celebrate the 
olympic games by their own authority ; for this, the Eleavs, 
jealous of their privilege, raifed a war againft them, and af- 
ter many battles fought, in which they had flill the advantage, 
they took, plundered, and razed their city, and baniihed its 
inhabitants. If 

for five. Hence every four years was called an olympiad, which 
computation was afterwards cbferved for a confiderable number of 
centuries, as well as the foiemniiy of thofe games during many ge- 
nerations, without any interruption. 

The time of celebrating them was at the full of the moon, whofe 
change immediately preceded the fummer foh'rice. Againft that 
time the priellsof Jupiter Olympus, who belonged to the temple of 
that deity, were to take care to regulate the form of the year, and 
toobferve every new moon, eipecially that after which the folcm- 
nity was to be celebrated, and to caule it to be proclaimed. They 
were likewife intruded with the (regiftering of the names of all the 
victors at thofe games, and recording every material occurrence 
which happened between each olympiad 

We mud, however, obferve here, that this exxTi and ready way 
of computing by olympiads did not begin immediately after the fi.-ft 
of them, but commenced [only from the firfz voir of the 28th, in 
which Cborasbus of Elis obtained the victory in the race, after which 
the Grecian accounts began to go on in a regular ord-*r jjof time, 
and from that Epocba the times began to be reckoned hiitoricai, 
whereas thofe which preceded it up to the deluge sre called fabulous 
and heroic, becaufe mixed with fable as thofe who preceded it 
were deemed unknown. 
£G) This river doth run quite through Arcadia, Elis, and alongthe 
city of Pi/a, foon after which it is fwaliowcd up in the earth. From 
thence it is fuppofed to run by a fubterranean channel under the fea 
without mixing with the fait water, and To to pad quite into Sicily 
where it mixes itielf with the fountain Arttbufa near the city of $y- 
racufe, infomuch, that any thing that is thrown into it on the Elit 
fide, is faid to come out at the fountain abovenamed -;b). Hence 

(5) Dibit wid. Plutarch Pan/an. Var. Scali<r. de Emmdat. temp. Pot- 
lg } Jrcbaolog. Hind, U al. plur. (6) Vid, DM. Pwfa*, & aL 
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It were fruitlefs to dive into the chronology of this king- 
dom, fmce we cannot tell, whether the patriarch, from 
whom it has its name, was the real founder of it, or fome 
of his defcendants. As to what prophane authors fay of it, 
it is fo mixed with fable that there is no receiving any light 
from it. However, as this is a fabulous epocha, we lhall 
give our readers a lhort fketch of what we find about it, which 
is as follows : 

Kings of /Etbliu-: is pretended ro have been the founder of this little 
Elis. monarchy, which was ai rirft diftjnei from that of Pi fa ; 

this Lift having kimrs nf" its <rvn for a conilderable time. He 
was fuccecded by i:is fon Eni'ymioi:, who married Afterodta^ 
or, ::ccorc!;ng to others, Chromia, the daughter of Itotnus 
an J gran J-daughter of A?) mi i Sly on (H), by whom he had 
three tons, Pccou^ Epeus^ and /Eiolus. When thefe were 
grownup, he promifed his kingdom tohimth.it fhould win 
the prize at the Olympic race, and Epeus proved the happy 

-^tolus. victor. Mtolusj however, flayed with him at jfeV/i, but 

Pceo?i) un-ible to brook the lofi of fuch a noble prize, went 
to feek his fortune el fe where, and fettled in that canton on 
the river Amis, which took from him the name of Pcconia. 
Epeus went to the fiege of Troy, and is fuppofed to have been 
the architect of the Tnjan horfc. It w«s in his reign that 
Pi hps the LyJi a or according to others, the Paphiagoman^ 
came from Afui, killed OEnomaus king of Pifa, feized on 
his kingdom, and took the city Clympia from the Elea?ts. 



the poetic fiction of Alpbeusi love to Arethufa, which tells us, that 
this laft, to a\ oid \, is amorous purfuit, hid herfclf under-ground, and 
tftat he was forced to do the fame in order to gee at her by fome 
fjbterraneous paflagc, which heat length accomplished near the place 
where that river and fountain mix their ltreams. 

Pan/an: as aids, that the E leans had a law, which condemned any 
woman to death that fiiould either appear at the olympic games, or 
even crofc this river during that folemnity ) and the Elca?is add, 
that the only woman who tranfgreffed it, had difguifed herfelf in 
the habit of a mailer or keeper of rhofe games, and conducted her 
ion thither ; but when fhe faw him come off victorious, her joy 
made her forget her difguife, fo that her fex was difcovered. She 
was howevci , fparcJ on account of her father, fon, and husband 
who had gained the olympic prize ; but from that time an order was 
made, that the keeper ihouid appear there naked. 

(H) The fabulous poets add, that he was beloved by the moon, 
and that he had fifty daughters by her. 



(fjlnElid ch, vi. 
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Epeus died without male iffue, and was fuccceded by his bro- 
ther JEtolus. 

This prince had not reigned long, before he had the mif- 

fortune to kill Apis the fon of Jafon at the funeral games, 

which were celebrated on the tomb of Aza?i kins; of Ar- 

cadia, and was forced to leave Peloponnefus, and went to 

fettle in JEtolia, where we (hall find him in the fecjueL 

He was fucceeded by Eleus, who is faid to have been the 

fon of Neptune , by Eurycyde the only daughter of Endymio?i, 

and the father of Augeas, who fucceeded him in the king- 
dom (I). 

We have already mentioned more than once the large 
ftable which this prince is faid to have had, and its being 
cleanfed by Hercules. The truth of the ftory, if we may be- 
lieve Paufanias g , was, that he kept fuch large quantities of 
oxen and ftieep, that they had quite covered the earth with 
their dung, fo that it was become incapable of producing 
either grafs or corn. Augeas therefore hired Hercules to clear 
his grounds of it, who for his reward was to have his daugh- 
ter and fome part of his kingdom. When Hercules had per- 
formed the tafk by turning the river over them (K), Augeas 
refufed to give him his hire, pretending, that he had done 
the job more by cunning than by labour. The quarrel was 
referred to Pbyleus Augeas' s eldeft fon, and he, having given 
it againft his father, was bani/hed the kingdom together 
with his client. Augeas, being afraid of that hero's refent- 
ment, was forced to flxengthen himfelf by a double alliance, 
one v/ith Actor, the fon of Pborlas by Hyrmlne the daughter 
of Epeus \ and the other with Amarynctcus, a < Tl)cJ)'alian, a 
man well vcrfed in the art of war, whom he invited into 

% Elid. c. i. 

(I) This is he who, the Greeks pretend, gave his name to this 
kingdom, which was before called Epea from Epeus mentioned a 
little higher. 

Others willing to do dugeas a greater honour, make him the fen 
not of EleitSy but of .£//«* or the fun. 

(K) This river which fome pretend to have been the /1lpbcns y and 
others the Pairus, as we obferved in a hue note, is by our author 
here called Miuyeus, which name Strabo y who fays it was the Pe- 
ttrits, thinks was given it by the long flay wh ; ch iujwaters made upon 
the ground. This etymon is fomething forced, and it feems more 
reafonablc to fuppofc, that that river had thole two names, as uic 
And many others to have had (8 J. 

(IT Paufun. in Elid. c. ii. Fid. & Gcdojti. Not. in siwd. 

£ lis. 
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Ells. To bind thefc two the fafter to his intereft, he made 
them his afTociates in the kingdom, fo that when Hercules 
came afterwards with a powerful army againft him, he met 
with fuch flout refiftance from them, particularly from ASfor 
and his fons, that he was forced to return and wait for a more 
favourable time. Not long after, being informed that thefe 
brave youths were to go to the Ijlhmian games, he went and 
lay in ambufh againft them, and killed them all, and with 
fuch privacy, that it coft the Eleans fome time and trouble to 
find out the murderer. But when they knew that it was 
Hercules*) who by that time was retired to Tiryntbus, they 
fent ambafladors in vain to the Argives to punifh him, and to 
the Corinthians to interdict the Argives from the Ijlhmian 
games, for fuffering the affaffin of thofe who were going to 
them to live unpunifhed in their territories. They could 
prevail on neither to comply with their requeft \ and Her- 
cules having raifed a powerful army of Argives^ Thcbans, and 
Arcadians^ came and befieged them, took and facked the 
city of Elisy and was going to let fly his refentment againft 
the Pifeans for aflifting them, had not the oracle prevented 
it. Hercules^ who would not lit down contented till he had 
conquered the whole kingdom, made a prefent of it to Pby- 
leus the fon of Augeas^ who had formerly decided the quar- 
rel in his favour, and with the kingdom reftored him all 
the prifoners he had taken (L), and among the reft Augeas y 
whom he pardoned upon his account, according to Pan- 
fanias ; others fay he killed him and Eurytas* another of his 
fons h . 

Pbyleus, thus recalled to the kingdom, did, however, ftay 
in it but as long as was neceflary to fettle the affairs of the 

h Conf. Diodor. Sicul. I. iv. & Pausan. Elid. c. iii. 

**** 

(L) Thefe prifoners mull have been very few in comparifon of 
thofe that were killed, fince Pau fanias tells us, that the Elean wo- 
men, finding their country almoit llript of male inhabitants, prayed 
to Minerva, that they might conceive at the very firft matrimonial 
intercourfc ; and that the goddefs having granted their requeft, 
they built a temple to her, and called it Minerva, the mother of man- 
kind. .And moreover in memory of this fignal favour, they called 
both the place and the river that runs by it Badu y which in their 
dialedt fignifies the fame nsv$v % fwcet, toexprefs the pleafure of that 
matrimonial intercourfe (9). 

(9) Id. ibid, c . Hi. 

ftatr. 
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ftate, after which he retired to the ifland of DulUhium (M). 
And Augeas dying foon after, the crown fell to his next fori 
Agajlhcnes^ whofe fon Polyxenus*, having fucceeded him, 
went to the Trojan war, and was one of thofe who returned 
from thence, and was fucceeded by his fon Eleus II. It was 
in this prince's reign that the Dorians and Heraclidce made 
their laft but fuccefsful attempt againft Peloponnrfus under Hip- 
potes their general, after having formerly made feveral fruit- 
left ones agiinft it. We have already had occafzon to fpeak 
more than once of this expedition, for the fucccfs of which, 
having confulted the oracle, they were bid to make choice of 
a three-eyed general to head them, and met with Oxylus ai» 
/Etolian^ whom they fuppofed to be the perfon pointed at by 
the oracle, becaufe his horfe and he had but three eyes be- 
tween them. 

Oxy/usj of the race of Eyidymion^ had been forced to leave 
his native country a year before for having accidentally kil- 
led, fome fay, his brother 7 "her mi 'us , others fay, Alcidccus the 
fon of Scopius, as he was playing at quoits. He was then 
upon his return to JEtolia, when the Heraclida met him and 
invited him to be their general. The condition upon which 
he accepted this office was, that when they had conquered Pc- 
loponnefus they fhould allot him E/is 9 not only as a reward for 
his fervices, but becaufe he had a title to that kingdom as be- 
ing the fixth in a lineal defcentfrom Endymion the fecondjking 
of it. They agreed fo much the more readily to his demand, 
as he was moreover related to them by the mother's fide, 
his great grandmother being fitter to Dcjanira, the mother 
of Hy litis the fon of Hercules, The fuccefs of this expedition 
we have feen in fome former fedtions, as well as the manner 
in which they divided their conquefts between them, in which 
they did not fail to give their general the kingdom of Elis ac- 
cording to their agreement *. 

Oxylus, who expected to have taken pofleflion of it with- 
out any oppofition, found himfelf miftaken, and Dius y who 
was then upon the throne, refufed to refign it to him. How- 
ever, to avoid cxpofmg their troops to a battle, they agreed, 
that each fhould chufe a champion, who fhould decide the 
right of it by fingle combat, and Pyrccbmcs, an excellent 
Mtolian (linger, having won the victory in favour of Uxylus, 

1 Id. ibid. & A POT, lod. 1. ii. Strab. Geogr. I. X. 

(M) It is but a fmall inconfiderable ifland on the Ionian fca near 
that oiCepkaltnia, it is now called Dulicba and Tziatti. 

he 
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he was immediately proclaimed Icing of Elis. We find no- 
thing remarkable concerning either his reign or thofe of his 
fucceffors ; he had two fons, JEtolus and Lajus y the former 
of whom, dyinjT young, was buried under the gate of the 
city, the oracle having ordered that he fliouM be buried, 
neither within nor out of it. His fon Lajus fucceeded him, 
after which we hear no more of his race, nor indeed of any 
material t ran faction s in this kingdom, if we except fome of 
their wars with their Arcadian neighbours, and with fome 
other eitates of Greece, till we come to the reign of Iphitus, the 
reviver of the olympic games, and cotemporary with the great 
Lycurgus mentioned at the clofe of the Jaft feflion. 

Before his refcrn, Greece had been almoft ruined by Wars 
and peftilcncc. Elis feems to have fuffered more than any 
other eftate, fo that thofe games had been interrupted for a con- 
fiderable time. Iphitus fent to confult the oracle concerning 
the means of appeafing the angry gods and obtaining a remedy 
againft thefe calamities, and was anfwered, that the reftorati- 
on of thofe games would prove the fafety of Greece, to pro- 
cure which lie and his fubje£ts were exhorted to fet about it, 
immediately and with all their might. He began with offer- 
ing a facrihec to Hercules, whom the E leans believed to have 
been upon fome account or other exafperated againft them 

Seflorrs Q^)" ^ c ncxt cau ^ t ' ie olympic games to be proclaimed all 
//volym- over Greece, with a promife of free admittance to all comers, 
pic games, and fixed the time for the celebration of them, as we 

hinted before: he likewife took upon himfelf to be fole prefi- 
dent and judge of thofe games, a privilege which the Pi/earn, 
by reafon of their neighbourhood, had often fharply difputed 
with his predeceflurs, and which continued in his defcendanrs, 
as long as his line and the regal dignity continued. After this 
the people took upon them to appoint two prefidents whom they 
chofe by vote, and which in time increafed to ten, and at 
length to twelve. We have fpoken a little higher of the place 
where thev fat; their office was to examine and admit the 
candidates, and to judge of all difputes that arofe concerning 



(N N , Pcsufanim tells us, there was a kind of difpute between the 
EUr.ns and the ret of the Greeks, whether Iphitui was lineally dc- 
feenderd from Oxylus, if he was not, it was not without reafon that 
he feared the refentment of that god, whofe particular kindnefs to 
nil th.it were related to him, as Oxylus was, would hardly fuffcr 
fucli a winner ro go tinpunifhed : and this was probably the motive 
that induced that monarch to begin with appealing his anger by this 
facrifice. 

the 
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the vi&ory in all the fcveral exercifes which were performed 
in them. 

§ JEtolia was fo called, as we have feen a little before, iEtolia.' 
from Mtolus, the foil of Endymion and brother of Epeus, whom 
he fucceeded in the kingdom of Elis, and from which he fled 
into this country after he had accidentally killed Apis, the fon 
of "Jafon, at fome funeral games. What people inhabited 
this country before his coming, and what names they had, 
is not to be gueflcd at, only this we find, that both they and 
their neighbours on both fides, of whom v/e fhail fpeak by- 
and- by, were the greatcft robbers in all Greece ', and continu- 
ed fo, during many centuries, after Hercules, Thejcus, and 
other heroes, had extirpated thofe vermin every where elfe a . 

This flip of ground, for fuch it was, had on the eaft the frs fituati- 
Locrians, Phoaans, and Ozoleans, from whom they were on and ex- 
parted by the river Evrnus, or Lycormas. The Acarnanians tent. 
on the weft were alfo parted from them by that of Ach clous, 
on the north it had the Dorians with part of Epu lis, and on 
the fouth the bay of C.rinth; its utmoft extent from north 
to fouth was about fore/ eight miles, that is, from 38 deg. 
4.0 min. to 39 cleg. 28 min. north latitude ; and from eaft 
to weft, where it was widuft, fomething above twenty miles ; 
that is, from 22 deg .40 min. to 23 deg. 10 min. but exceeding 
narrow, as it extended northward and fouthward, efpecially 
the latter, where it fcarcely reached 10 miles, and had but 
one fea-port of any note on the Corinthian buy, namely 0E- 
nias, fituate on the mouth of the Achelous abovementioncd &. 

It had no other rivers but the two we have juft fpoken of, 
the former of which was that on which Hercules killed the 
centaur Nejfus, and the latter, which was alfo called Thoas 
from its rapidity, defcended from mount Pindus in Macedo- 
nia into the Ionian fea. Concerning this laft the poets have 
feigned many ftories, or Mended the hiftory with many fables 
which the reader may fee in the margin (A). As for its 
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a Thuc yd. 1. i. Plutarch, in Thefeo. & al. b Vid. 

Strab. Mela, Clover, & al. 

(Pi ) This famous river is feigned by the fabulous poets to have 
been the fon of Oceanus and Tethys, and a competitor with Hercules 
for Dejauira, the king of Calydonias daughter. Thcfc two hav- 
ing engaged in a duel, and Achelous, finding himfclf likely to be 
worilcd by him, changed himfclf firlt into a ferpenr, and then into 
a bull.- Hercules broke both his horns, and gave one of them to 
Plenty the companion of Fortune ; Hence the ftory of the Cornuco- 
pia. Achelous, finding himfclf ftill inferior to his rival, turned him- 
fclf into the river of his name, in which form he has continued ever 

Vol. V. 4 B fmcc » 
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name, fome think it received it from Jchelous one of the kings 
of JEtolia, and others derive it from the Greeks and think it 
was given it by reafon of the falubrioufncfs of its waters c ; 
but as we meet with three rivers of this name d, and in three 
different countries, it is not likely they fhould all have it upon 
this I aft account ; however, this of Mtolia is by far the larg- 
eft and moft confiderable, infomuch, that Homer calls it the 
king of rivers. 

The country is very craggy and mountainous, which ren- 
dered feveral of their cities almoft impregnable, and the peo- 
ple fo front, turbulent, and unruly, that the more polite 
eflates of Greece, and even the Macedonians, tried in vain to 
tame them. The moft noted of thefe cities were thofe that 
follow ; Tbennus or Thermius, fituate almoft in the heart of 
the kingdom, and which became in time the metropolis of it, 
furrounded at fome diftance with fuch high and craggy moun- 
tains, that though it was the place where the ftates of the 
country aflembled, and the repository of all their wealth and 
treafurein times of danger, yet was it not fo much as for- 
tified with a wall, the difficult afcents and narrow paflages of 
the neighbouring mountains being deemed fufficient to guard 
it both from furprize or invafion. It had its fairs and markets, 
was inhabited by the nobleft and wealthieft Mtoliam, and had 
the furname of Panetolium, upon account of the fenate hold- 
ing their meetings there c . 2. Calydon, fituate near the foreft 
of that name, where Meleager, accompanied with the nobleft 
youths of Greece, flew the famed Calydonian boar (B). Hi- 
ther 

c Eustat. d VkLPausan. in Arcad. c. xxxviii. & Aufl. fup. 
Cirat c Vid. STRAB.Geogr. 1. x. Polyb. By z ant. fub. voce 
€>epf*®* & Gronov. not. in eund. 

fince, or, as others have it, for grief and fpite flung and choaked 
himfelf in it, after he had bribed his rival with the horn of Amal* 
tbea or plenty. 

This poetic hodge-podge of ferpents, bulls, and horns, feems to 
have taken its rife from the ferpentine turnings and windings, and 
likely alfo from the rapidity and noife of this noble river, which 
like all others are properly enough faid to be the offspring of the 
ocean and earth. His two horns were its two ftreams, where it 
divided itfelf, and the plenty which thefe brought after they were 
either confined within due bounds, or by fome other way made 
ferviceable to fertilife the neighbouring plains, might be not inele- 
gantly figured by the cornucopia. 

(B) This fierce and monltrous creature had done fo much mif- 
chief about the neighbourhood, that Mrfeagtr king of the country 

wW 
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her it was alfo that Hercules came after he had left Pelopon- 
nefusy and though he had a numerous fpurious brood fcattered 
over all Greece, yet wanting legitimate hTue, he married Deja- 
nira the daughter of OEncus, king of the country, and fa- 
ther to Meleager^ and to ingratiate himfelf to the /Etoliam, ei- 
ther turned the current of the river Acbelous, or made fuch 
improvements upon it, as gave rife to the fable we mentioned 
in a late note. This city, which feems to have continued for 
fome time the feat of the antient JEtolian tings, was buiit by 
Calydon the fon of Mtolus f , from whom the kingdom was 
for fome time called Calydonia, but rcfumcd its antient one 
in fome following reign. The fituation of this city was very 
pleafant and commodious, being feated upon the river Evenus^ 
which ran quite through the midft of it, and having fome 
pleafant plains round it and the Calydonian foreft at a (mail dif- 
tance from it : but their continual wars with their neighbours 
obliged them in procefs of time to remove the feat of the 
kingdom and fcnate to Thermus abovementioned. 3. Pleuron y 
which gave name to a territory, whofc inhabitants were fur- 
named Curetcs, becaufe they (hayed the fore-part of their 
heads, left their enemies fhould lay hold on it, but let the 
hinder-part to grow, that they might be caught by it if they 
offered to run away. Some few more cities of lefs note they 
had, but fewer in proportion than the more noted itates of 
Greece. 

f Vid. Byzant. fub voce. 

who kept his court at Calydon, was forced to call to his afliftance a 
great number of the flower of Greece to deftroy it. The chief of 
thefe were, Thefeus y Teiamoti, Peleus, Pollux, and hlaus, all of 
them the faithful companions of Hercules, befides a number of other 
heroes. To thefe we may add the famous Arcadian princefs /Ita- 
ianta, who behaved with fuch uncommon courage and intrepidity 
upon this occafion, that Mcleager became enamoured with her and 
married her. 

If we may guefs at the bignefs of this monftrous boar by the 
length of his tufks, Paufanias, who tells us that one of them was 
ftill preferved in the temple of Bacchus in the imperial gardens, fays 
it was above a yard long (10). 

The poets pretend, that it was fent by Diana as a punifliment to 
Oeneus , for having forgotten her when he facrificed to all the gods 
befides at the clofe of the harveft. Paufanias adds, that he was 
driven out of his kingdom by a fadlion, and went to Argos, whence 
he returned again with an army and recovered it again, but was 
pcrfuaded by Che Argolic king to return thither and died there. 



(10) Aread.c. xlvi. 
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The /Etolians were in general a flout warlike people, al- 
ways inured to the trade of war and plunder, feklom at peace 
with any of their neighbours, and having in general the ad- 
vantage over them by reafon of their fituation. It was chiefly 
in fuch excurfive exploits that they fignalized their courage, 
without ftriving to enlarge their territories, till fome of the 
Grecian wars invited them out of their dominions, particu- 
larly the Thehan war, as we fhall fee by-and-by. 

It were, however, needlefs here to give a lift of their 
kings, many of whom have been known to antient authors 
by little more than their names. We have already had occa- 
fion to mention fome of the defcendants of /Etolus, namely 
Calydon^ OEneus the father of Dejanira^ and his fon Meleager 
(C) ; and to thefe we (hall only add the two heroes of his 
race, who fignalized themfelves, the one in the Theban^ and 
the other in the Trojan war. 

The firft of thefe was Tydeus another fon of Oeneus, by 
Althca* We have already had occafion to mention him in 
the hiftories of Argos and Thebes. In the firfr. of thefe king- 
doms, to which he fled to be expiated for manflaughter, he 
and Polyniccs having married the two daughthers of Adraftus, 
thefe three princes went jointly againft Thebes to recover iV 

(C) The fable lavs, that when Althea this princess mother was 
brought to bed of him, fhefaw the three fatal fitters fitting by the 
fire, one of whom, taking a billet out of it, faid, the boy (hould 
live as long as it remained unburnt : as foon as they were gone, fhe 
got up and quenched the flick, and repofited it in a fafe place. 

When 1 eager was come to the kingdom, he unfortunately 
chanced to quarrel with his two uncles at the killing of the boar men- 
tioned in tiie laft note. That young prince having pr^fented the 
head of it to Atalanta* who had given it the fir ft wound, and they 
endeavouring to tr.ke it from her, the contention arofe to fuch a 
height, that the exaiperatcd prince killed them both. Althcciy 
feem;; her tvvn hro hers killed, fell into fuch fury, that fhe ran to 
the fatal brand which fhe had faved, and flung it into the fire, upon 
which her ion was immediately fei^ed with a burning fever in his 
bowels, and foon after expired. 

Pattfanias % who tells us that this fabulous (lory wasdevifedby 
an anfient tragic poet, named Phrymctts (fuppofed to have flou- 
riflied about the 67th olympiad) doth not give us a much better ac- 
cn-mt of this prince's dearh, when he tells us, upon the credit of 
two other poets, that Apollo killed him with his own hands, bc- 
ri\r.e Ik* had taken the part of the JEtoliaus again!! the Cttrcteu 
meiitii net! a little higher, and in whofe favour that god had de- 
tkiicd himlcif (11). 



(i 1) /;/ P 'hoc id. c. XXX i 
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lymce's right ; and here it was that Tydetts performed fuch 
glorious exploits againft Enochs^ as we have given an ac- 
count of in that famous war between the two contending bro- 
thers *. He was there at length mortally wounded by Me- 
nalippus, but before he expired, he had the fatisfatftion to fee 
his enemy's head brought to him by the brave Amphlaraus, 
and took the brutal revenge of cutting out his brains and 
fwallowing them B . 

His fon Dlomedes was one of thofe who fignalized them- 
selves at the Trojan war, he had indeed the good fortune to 
return fife from it, but meeting with a worfe enemy at home, 
in his faithiefs wife JEgiak and her paramour Cometes, he was 
forced to retire into Apulia, where he lhared that kingdom 
with D annus, as we have feen above f. From this time wc 
meet with nothing confiderable in the hiftory of this nation, 
except a few warlike excurfions which they made in conjunc- 
tion with fome of the great eftates of Greece, in which they 
affifred fome times as allies, and fomctimes as auxiliaries, and 
which have been already intcrfperfed in the hiftory of the fore- 
going kingdoms, till the famous A:hr.cvi league which proved 
fo fatal to them, and of which we (hall give an account in its 
proper place. The reft of their time was fpent in mutual 
excurfions between them and their neighbours the Dorians and 
LocrianS) of whom wc are to fpeak nexr, and especially with 
the Ozoleans 2Xi& % Acarnaniam whole territories la/ on each 
fide of JEiolia. Thefe two laft being more obfeure and in- 
confiderable than anv of the reft, the reader will find all that 
we think need be laid of them in the following note (D) 

The 

* Sec before p. 459 & feq. 492- & feq. 1 Apollod, 
1. iii. c. 7. f See before, p. 460, 461. 

(D x The Ozihavs, as we nbferved in the geography of JE/o- 
lia f were fituate on the call of that kingdom. Jt was a fmalJ ter- 
ritory ly in-' on the north coa.'t of the bay of Corinth \ and extending 
irfelf about twelve miles northward, where it was contiguous with 
Lwi't. On the \vc!t, it was bounded by the river Evmns, which 
parted them from lEtolia, and on the call they had the kingdom of 
Phocis, fpoken of in the clofe of the feventh feclion of this chapter, 
r ts chief towns were Naupaflus % fittiate on the mouth of the river 
abovemcntioncd, which was often contended for by the JEtoUat:\ 
and at length became wholly theirs. It was cal : cd by tha: name 
from the bltraclid.r building their navy there, with which they in 
vaded Pcl'jpcrwr'uu but h now known by that of Lcfauto, and ivas 
takcufrom the Venetians by B.y.izet. 

T!.« 
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The Locriam were either the fame people with the Ozo- 
leans, mentioned in the laft note, or fo blended with them, 

that 

The Ozoleans bid fair for being fome of the antienteft inhabitants 
of thefe parts, if we admit the etymon which fome give us of their 
names, and that they were called fo from the ftench, which their 
cloathing (which was the raw hides of wild beafts without any dref- 
flng) gave to their bodies ; for this was all the drefs which the firft 
inhabitants of Greece ufed, till Pelafgus and fome other founders 
taught them a better, as we have feen at the beginning of this chap- 
ter, and in the hiftory of Arcadia. 

Others think, that this ftinking name was owing to the ftench of 
their rivers and marfhes, and others again to the quantity of Afpho- 
del or Dajfadil which grew in thofe parts, one fort of which has an 
ill fmell, and ufed to be fowed antiently over graves ; a third af- 
firm, that this ftench was caufed by the blood which the centaur 
Nejfus fcattered upon the earth, when he was wounded by Her- 
cules . 

A more fabulous account of this name, though not fo ill-fcented, 
is, that in the reign oiOrcftheus the fon of Deucalion, his bitch 
brought forth inftead of whelps, a ftick of wood, which that prince 
caufed to be put into the ground, from which, when the fpring 
came, a vine fprang forth. Hence they pretended, that the name 
of Ozolcs came not from ofa* to /link, but from ofc, a branch or 
fprout : however that be, Paufanias tells us, the Locriam, who 
were likewife called Ozoles, were fo ill-pleafed with that name, 
that they changed it for that of JEtolians (12); we (hall fpeak of 
them in the next place above. 

As for the Acamanians, their territories were parted on the eaft 
by the river Achelous, and furrounded by the Lnian fea on the weft 
and fouth,and on the north joined to Epirtts, and became afterwards 
a province of that kingdom (13). 

They were antiently known by the name of Curetes, but whe- 
ther of the fame race with thofe of the Celtic nation mentioned in 
a former ch.ipter *, or, whether fo called, becaufe like the Pieu- 
roncs they cut ofF their fore-locks, or whether both were not origi- 
nally of Celtic extraction, is not eafy to determine. 

Their name of Acamanians they afterwards received from Acar- 
ttanus the fon of Alcmon. This lall was the fon of Ampbiaraus the 
noted foothfayer, whofe wife Eripbyle had been bribed by Polynices 
with a rich necklace, to determine him to go to the Theban war, 
for which realbn he left orders with his fon to murder her, as we 
have feen elfewhere f. He having executed his fathers commands, 
was fo tormented with furies, that he was forced to apply to the 
Delphic oracle for relief, and was anfwered, that if he could find 

( 1 2) Ibid c. xxxviii. (13) Strab. Mel. & al * Sit before^ 
f. 24.8. tsffrf. fcT Jub note (A;. f Ibid. p. 459. 

out 
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that they are not eafily to be diftinguilhed by their names, or 
indeed by any thing but their fituation. In this refpecft they 
were divided into the Locri Ozola abovementioned, which 
inhabited thefouthern or maritime parts. 2. The Locri E- 
picnemidii^ fo called from the mount Cnemis ; thefe were fi- 
tuate in the middle : and 3. The northern Locri y furnamed 
Opuntii from their chief city Opus or Opoes^ near the coafta 
of the Mgaan or Euboean fea ; authors, however, are not fo 
well agreed in the placing of the two latter, as the former 
of thefe antient nations Antient indeed, if we confider 
that Homer tells us, they came to the Trojan war armed with 
bows and flings, and that the Ozoleans carried an early co- 
lony into Italy under the conduft of their princes Evas and 
jfjax 9 and built a city there near the Zephyrian promontory, 
from which they were called Locri Epizepbyrii » . 

The Ozolean Locrians were divided from the other two <th e i r three 
by the whole kingdom of Pbocis y of which we have given an tribes. 
account in a former feftion. Their chief city was Amplijja^ 
fituate on the Evenus. Herodotus calls it Amphicea, and the 
inhabitants Amphiclca. Ic was afterwards taken by the Pho- 
cians^ and deftroyed with the reft of the Pbocian cities in the 
holy war formerly mentioned, and when it was rebuilt, Pau- 
fariias tells us, it took the name of Ophitea, if the text has 
not been corrupted by his tranfcribcrs k (E). i he Epicne- 

midian 

h Dehis vid. Ptolem. Strab, Mela, Cluver. & al. fup. 
Citat. 1 Pausan. Achaic. c. xxiii. & Phocid. xxxviii. Md. 
ibid. vid. & By « a nt. fub voce Apptxata, & Gronov. not. inLoc. 

out fome country which had fprung up out of the fea, fince his par- 
ricide, and did fettle there, he (liould be freed from his mother's 
avenging ghoft. After much feeking he found this fpot of ground, 
which the Achelous had thrown up, and fettled himfelf there. 

He foon after married Callirrboe, the pretended daughter of that 
river, by whom he had two fons, Acarnan and Ampboterus, the for- 
mer of whom gave his name to this country (14?. Some think, 
that the difference between the Acarnanians and Curetes was,that the 
latter fhaved the fore-part of their heads, and the others did not (15). 
Again, fome derive the name of Curetes from the mount Curius 9 
and others from the Greek arJpa* maidens, becaufc they affefted to 
go dreft like young women, though in this latter fenfe it fhould pro- 
perly be writ »op*». We have nothing material concerning this 
nation, except their conftant wars with the Mtolians, at leaft during 
this epocha. The remainder of their hiilory will be beft feen in 
jhat of Epirus, of which they afterwards became a province. 

(E) This laft is more likely to be the cafe, both becaufc Hero- 

(14) Paufan. in Arcad, c* xxir. 0 5) Vid, Byzaut. fub voce 
Acarnania. ' " dome 
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midlan Locrians were the only ones of all the three who had 
a right to fend deputies to the grand Amphiftyonian court at 
Towns of Delphos. Their metropolis was Thronium y mentioned by 
note. Homer i Ptolemy* ami r .aer antient authors K They had an- 
other city called Cn built at the foot of the mount of 
that name, from v nich they took their appellative. Thofe 
who defirc to fcvjw more of thefe antient cities, as well as 
of that of Opus or Opoes 9 belonging to the other Locrian tribe, 
may fez an ample defcription of them in the authors above 
quoted f. How they came by their common name of Lo~ 
criansj whether they Were colonies of one another, and if fo, 
which was the anticnteft, is paft our flrill to find out. As for 
their countries the/ afford little worth our farther notice, and 
all that we can add concerning their inhabitants is, that they 
were a brave warlike nation \ and we {hall in the fequel fee, 
that they fignalized themfelves, as much as any others, in 
maintaining the liberty of Grace. 
Dons. § Doris was fituate on the fouth of Tbejfaly* being parted 

from it by mount Oeta and a ridge of other hills. It had on 
the fouth Pbocis and part of JEtolia ; on the eaft it was part- 
ed from the Lccri Epicncmidii by the river Pindus 5 and on 
the welt from E pirns by that of Achelous. Other rivers of note 
they had not.Mountains they had in great number,and thofe not 

1 Polyb. Li v y, Puausan . Vid- & Palmer. Antiq. Gra;c; 
I. v. &Brz. fub voce. f Vid, & Palmer, anciq. Grsec. 
I. iv. & alib. pall. 

dotus no where calls it by this new name, but always Amphicea, and 
more particularly became this lalt name doth better agree with the 
etymon which Paufanias himfelf gives of it, which is as fol- 
lows (16). 

A petty king of that country, out of fome fear for his young fon, 
had caufed him to be brought up privately in a very retired place, 
where he was one day in danger of being killed by a wolf, but 
wasfaved by a ferpent, who twined about and defended him. The 
father, coming at that inllant, and in a fright misjudging the mat- 
ter, let fly an arrow, which killed both the ferpent and his fon, 
and when he was better informed by fome fliepherds, who had be- 
held the encounter, he caufed them to be both burnt upon the 
fume funeral pile. 

It fecms therefore more probable, that the place was called from 
thence Aftpftxaia, from' f Ai*$u}Kuuo'$ui, both being carried to the 
fame pile, than Opbitea, which has noallufion to that or any other 
part of the itory (17). 

(16) Pbocid. c. ::xxiv. [\*j)Vid.Sylburg, Pau/mier. & Gedoyn. in 
tund. ibid. 
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confiderable ones : the moft famed were Oeta and Pindus, 
often mentioned in this chapter, which, with fome others of 
lefs note, furrcunded them on the north, as the Callidromians 
did on the weft ; yet they abounded with fpacious plains and 
very fruitful : the air was fweet and healthy, and the foil ca- 
pable of being improved to all advantages of hufbandry. Their 
territories were not large, they extended only at moft about 
forty miles in length, that is from 39 deg. 10 min. to 39 
deg. 50 min. and about 20 miles in breadth at the wideft, or 
from 23 deg. 10 min. to 23 deg. 30. eaft longitude m . 

This country was called Doris, and the people Dorcs^ 
from Dorus, the fon of HeUen, and grandfon of Deucalion j 
who firft peopled, or rather conquered, it, at leaft that part 
of it which lies below the mountains Oeta and Pindus : they 
were afterwards driven from it by the Cadmeans, and forced 
to inhabit for fome time about Macednuzn and the neighbour- 
hood of Pindus, but returned foon after to Dryopis (F),and 
the country about Oeta , where they continued till they 
made that famous defcent into Pcloponnefus with the Hera- 
cilia, of which we have fpoken in fome former fections, and 
whither they carried alfo their dialed!: called from them Doric 
(G). Their chief city was called Doris from the founder 

of 



m Vid. Ptolem. Strab. Mela, &c. n Hurodot. 1. i„ 
Apollod. 1. i. c. 7. Pausan. &c. 

(F) A country fituate in the neighbourhood of the mounts Oeta 
and Pamajfus, and called Dryopis, from Dry ope the daughter of Eu- 
rypylus, or, as the poets feign, a nymph ravilhed by Apollo ; but 
more probably from 'tyvs 9 an oak^ and l\ voice, from the quantity 
of oaks that grew about the mountain and the ruflling of their 

leaves. 

However, the Dryopes valued themfelves v*ry much upon their 
fabulous origin, and called themfelves the fons of Apollo ; where 
fore Hercules having overcome them in fight, took them prifonerc 
and carried them to Delphos, where he prefented them to their di- 
vine progenitor, who commanded that hero to take them back with 
him into Pelopomefus, which he accordingly did, and gave them a 
fettlement there near the Jfinenn and Hermiwian territories ; hence 
the Jftneans came to be blended with and to call themfelves Dry- 
spes^iS). 

(G) The Dorians gave their name, i. to this dialed of theirs, 
which became much in vogue among the Greeks, but was preferved 



(18) Pattfan* in Meffenic. c, xxxiv. 
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of this kingdom. We find this metropolis mentioned by 

Homer i Herodotus, and others °. 

2- Erineus, fituate on the moft northern verge of the king- 
dom, near the foot of the hills which part Doris from Mace 
donia, and mentioned by all the antient geographers and hifto- 
rians. 3. Lilcca on the fouthern frontiers, and adjoining 
to Pbocis. 4. Bium, as it is called by Ptolemy, or Bojon^ as 
chi'ho an;! ethers call it, with fonie few of lefs note. 

»V'e have nothing remarkable left concerning thefe people 
hcloie th'jir naval defcent into Peloponnefus, the particulars 
::;:d (bcjcib of which have been feen in the former feflions, 
and need not be repeated here* After their conqueft of and 
fettlenient in that Pe/iinfula, in conjunction with the Heraclidtz, 
they built a {lately temple to Jupiter Tropeus, in memory of 
this great event. Such indeed it was, and anfwerable to the 
furname given to that deity, fince it almoft overturned the 
whole ft ate of afraiis in all the different kingdoms and Hates 
of P ckponnefits , whofe cities were now forced to receive a 
garifon of Dorzais, and to fubmit to a foreign government, 

9 

Achaia § Achilla Propria (H), fo called from Achaits the fon of 
its names. Xuibus, was originally called /Egialea, from JEgialeus thefirft 

king of iVrw.v, as fume affirm \\ others think, it comes 
from the Kjreck /Egialos, feet-Jbore, becaufe above half of it 
was furrounded with the fea p , but whether it was originally a 
part of the Sicyonic kingdom, or was under its own kings, is 
not certain; the htttr indeed feems the more probable, be- 
coifc the king, who reigned there when Ion the brother of 

°De his yid Ptoi.em. Strab. &c. By zant. & Palm er. Ant. 
Gr. See before p. 44.1. ^ Pa us an. Achaic. c. i. 

mo ft pure by the Mejfcnians, even through all their various tranf* 
ir.igratiors : 2. to the Doric order, one of the five in architecture; 
:ir.d 3. to the Doric mufic, in oppoiition to that of the Lydians and 

PLrygic;!*. 

I'Jicx three kindj of mufic ufed to be played upon three diffe- 
rciit Yax.cv of fl'itcj, particularly adapted to each of them, till the 
celebrated Pronomm invented a fourth fort, upon which he could 
p .iv them ad indifferently (19).. 

(' :) !i i. called Adwia P, v*ria 1.0 diilingaifh it from the general 
r. Lime of s^ba'ui, by which (Jnece ilie'f was fo me times called, and 
u inch w:r, afterwards given by the Romans to one of the provinces 
of ir, after thev had divided it into two, viz. Macedonia, contain- 
i.M> ;1 Lu,J. v/v^.vA 1 , and Epirus, and Achaia, containing all the 
remainder ol On.ce, both inland and the iflands about it. 

(m;.) ran/an. in Bactic. c, xii. Athcn I. xlv. r. 7. 
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Achates came to invade it, is called Sclinus hy the laft quoted 
author, whereas there was no Sicyonian -king of that name in 
the lift we have left of them, unlefs perhaps Sclinus be the 
fame with Telcbin, or Selchin as he is alfo called, die grand - 
fon of JEgialeus. However that be, the country took then 
the furname of Ionia 9 and the people were called /Eg! a lean 
lonians; and it is likely, that that of Jlchala v. as not ijven 
to it till the fons of Acb&us came and invaded it, and drove 
the I onions out of it. 

Achaia had Sicyon on the eaft, and the Ionian fea on the Sitttat : **i 
weft; the kingdom of Elis and that of Arcadia on the ibuth, and extent. 
and the bay of Corinth on the north: its utinoft extent was 
from eaft to weft fomewhat above fifty miles, but from nenh 
to fouth about half that diftance % being within the 38th 
deg. of latitude and 23d of longitude. Rivers of note it had 
not, except the Piereus which difcharged itfelf into the Ionian 
fea, at the mouth of which was the city of (Jfcnus, a famous 
fea-port mentioned by antient authors, and fo called from O- 
lenus its founder, the fuppofed fon of Jupiter, or, according 
to others, of Vulcan. We find another city of the fame name 
in JEtolia T . We fliall have occafion to mention the reft of 
their cities in the following fketchof their hiftory. 

Xutbus? one of the fons of Hellen, the fon of Deucalion^ In- 
ving been banifhed by his other brothers out of The July after 
their father's death, under pretence that he had embezzled 
the royal treafury, came to Athens, where Ercctkcus gave 

him his daughter Creufa, by whom he had two fens, Ack/eus 
and Ion. After Erccthcus*s death, a difputc arifing bctv. con 
his fons, Xuthus was chjfcn umpire between them, and ha- 
ving adjudged the fucceffion to Cccrops II. who was the cldelt, 
the others, drove him out of the kingdom, whence he came and 
fettled in Achaia *, and died there. His (on A"k<: us diJ Ren 
after raife a fmall number of Athenian and Ai^ialeau foicrs 
with which he went into Thcfjcly, and recovered his grand. 
ther's kingdom. He had not rcLncd long there, before he was 



forced to fly for man-flaughtcr, and v/ent into Laeotiia where 
he died, and his pofterity continued, till they were expelled 
from it by the Doras and HeraclieL::. 

But in the mean while his brother Ion, who was grown 
fcry great at the Athenian court, obtained a nunocr of forces, 
and with them invaded this country, then called /Eg'tala. 
Sclinus then king of it, having but one only daughter, in- 
ftead of repulfing him, gave her to him in marriage, and ap- 

* Stuab. Mila, &c. r Vid. Byzant. in voce * Sec 

before, p. 470. 
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pointed him his fuccellbr. Ion, having fucceeded his father-in- 
law, built a city, and called it by his wife's name Helice, and 
from him the /Eg ia leans were furnamed Ionians ; but the coun- 
try feems to have retained its antient name, fince, Homer, in 
the lift of Agamemnon's forces, ma£es mention both of it and 
of the city of Helice. 

Ion was foon after chofen general of the Athenian forces in 
their war againft the Eleufians, and was either killed in it, 
or died foon after, and was buried in a fmall town of Attica. , 
The crown, however, patted to his defendants, who enjoy- 
ed it undifturbed for a confiderable time. In the mean while, 
thofe of his uncle Acheeus, and known by the name of A- 
cheans, had fpread themfelves in feveral parts of Greece, par- 
ticularly in the kingdoms of Argos and Lacedemon. When 
therefore they came to bgjdriven out of thefe two countries by 
the Dores and Heradidx, they bethought themfelves of laying 
claim to Achaia, and of driving the hnians out of it. They 
had their brave king Tifamenes the for of Orcjles at their head, 
and pleaded a fuperiority of kindreu, being defcended from 
the eldeft fon of Xuthus ; but what they trufted would give 
them a better title was, that they had a good number of 
troops, and among them fome Dores, who agreed to aflift 
them in this expedition. Accordingly they came againft 
them with this army, and fcnt a herald to them to demand, 
that they might be amicably received into their territories, 
without being put to the trouble of invading them by force. 
The Ionians, furprifed at fuch an uncxpe&ed meffage, refolv- 
cd, however, to oppofe their entrance with all their might. 
They knew, that if they were once fuffered to fettle in their 
territories, they would not let any one reign there except 
their prince Tifamenes, whofe noble extraction and known 
valour would hardly brook a competitor in the government : 
They therefore refolved to march againft the invaders, and 
on the very firft onfet the Acheans loft indeed their prince, 
but gained the vidlory and purfued it to the very gates of He- 
lice. The Ionians thus overpowered were glad to capitulate, 
and to obtain the liberty of retiring whither they thought fit, 
which being granted to them, they went into Attica, where 
Melanthus then reigned, and gave them a kind reception ; not 
perhaps fo much in confideration of the great fervices which 
their progenitor Ion had done to that kingdom, as to make ufe 
of their afliftance againft the Dores whom he now began 
to Tear. Here they ftayed no longer than till the firft arch- 

ontat, when Medon\ brethren* unwilling to fubmit to 
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their lame brother, invited them among other Grecians to go 
and feefc their fortune elfewhere *. 

As for the Acbcsans, their prince being dead and the Ioni- 
an* gone off, his fons agreed to divide their new conqueft by 
lot; this little kingdom chiefly confifted of the twelve 
following cities, well known to all the Greek writers \ name- 
ly, x. Helice mentioned above: 2. JEgion or Mgium, to 
which the aflembly of the ftates was removed after the fub- 
verfion of Helice, as being the next in dignity and bignefs : 
3. Olenus ; 4. Pbares : 5 Rbyphes : 6. Tritia : 7. Cerynea : 
8. Burn : 9. Dymea : 10. JEges : 11. /Egira ; 12. Pel- 
lene. Thefe twelve cities were at firft divided between the 
four fons of Tifamenes ; Diamenes, Spartan, Telles and Leon- 
tomenes \ for as to his fifth fon Cometes, he was already gone 
into Afia. Thefe, together with their coufin Damafias, the 
fon of Penthilus and grandfon of Orejles, having jointly reign- 
ed over this new Achaian ftate for forjie time, agreed again 
to take into partnerfhip Preagenes and his fon Pairus, wha 
were the fovereigns of thofe Acheans who had been banifhed 
out of Lacedemon, and gave them the fovereignty and terri- 
tories of a city which was called from the laft of thefe Patra. 
By what appears from this divifion of the Achaian government, 
it feems, as if it then became a kind of ariftocracy, rather 
than -a feven-fold monarchy, each under a particular prince ; 
but what lhare the fubjefls had in it we cannot find out ; on- 
ly it feems from the fhort fketch Paufanias gives tisof it, that 
all thofe cities abovementioned, except Pellene, were in fome 
meafure free cities, and that the ltates of Achaia ceafed not 
to affemble themfelves, even when the reft of Greece 
was terribly harraflcd with wars and peftilcncc. In this 
aflembly it was, that the famous Achean league was formed, 
into which the Sicyomans came the very firft, and were fol- 
lowed by all the other ftates, not only of Peloponnefus, but 
by thofe on the other fide the IJibmus ; even at length by 
all Greece, except the Lacedemonians, who fooJi after entered 
into a war againft them as fhall be fcen in the next chapter. 

*See before, p. 481. r Vid. Pa us an. in Achate* paff is 

Plutarch, D. Sicul. & Audi. fup. gtat. 
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A. 

A5i, a city in P boa's, by whom founded, 521. 
Abas, king of Argos, 450. 
Abouillona, the lake of, in Myfia, defcribed, 395* 
Abrettana, part of the kingdom of Myfia, 392. 
Abydos in Lejfer Phrygia, by whom built, 355, & 410. Fa- 
mous for the ftory of Hero and Leander, 355. A mine of 
gold difcovered in it, 381. 
Acalide, the wife of Tros, her progeny, 374. 
Acamas, the fon of Anterior, 376. Commands the troops of 

Dardania, ibid. 
Acarnania defcribed, 566, note (Dj. 
Acarnanians, why called anticntly Curetes, 566, note (D)„ 
Acaftus, drives Jafori out of Thefjaly, 5x3. 
Acdejiis, the fon of Jupiter, by the rock Agdus, 340. Tamed 

by Bacchus, ibid. 
Achct'us, the fon of Xuthus, founder of Acbaia Proper, 570. 
Achilla, part of antient Greece, 431. Whence fo called, 570. 
Defcribed, 571. Conquered by the Acbaans, who had 
been driven out of Argos and Laccdcmon, by the Dores 
and Heradida;, 572. Divided into twelve diftri&s, 

573- 

Acbaans, antient Grecians, 432, and note (C). 

Acbelous river, the fable of, 561, and note (A). 

Achilles king of Phthya, 513. Born at Larijfa, 506. His 

parents^ 513. Mads invulnerable by his mother, His 

exploits 



INDEX. 

exploits before Troy, 388, 514- Cruelty to Hettor, Ibid* 

Requited by Paris, ibid. His tomb, 357. 
Acmon, father of Uranus, prince of the Celtes, 260, 263. 
Acria, a fea-port in Lacedcsrnon, 535. 
Adrajiia, whether the fame with Parium, 394, 
Adrajius king of Argos, 458. His kindncfs to Polynices and 
Tydeus, ibid. Gives them his daughters, ibid. Wars a- 
gainft Eteocles, 492. Of all the generals alone furvives the 
■war, 460. 

In him ends the royal family of Phrygia, 353. 
Adrymetes, king of Lydia, 408. 
Adultery, ftrangely punifhed by Hippotoenes, 482, note. 
Macus, king of Aigina, made one of the three judges of hell, 
517, note. 

JEetes, king of Colchis, pofTeflbr of the golden fleece, 509, and 
note (G). His treatment of the Argonauts, 510. Purfues 
them, but is flopped by the barbarity of his daughter, 511. 

JEgeus, king of Athens, the father of Thefeus, 470, 471. Re- 
leafed by him from Minos's tribute, 472, & Jeq. Flings 
himfelf into the /Egean fea, 474. 

lEgialeus, gives the name of Mgialea to Si cyan, 441. 

ALgiJibus, the murderer of Agamemnon, killed hyOreJles, 457. 

JEgium, the Greeks rendezvous againft Troy, 383. Made the 
metropolis of Achaia, 573. 

JEgypt revolts againft the Perfians, 13. Reduced 15. Re- 
volts againft Darius Notbus, and reduced, 21 , 22. Re- 
duced again by Ochus, 55. By Alexander, 73. 

JEgyptus, king of Mycena?, vid. JEpytus. — Wars with his 
brother Danaus, 449. 

JEgira, metropolis of Achaia Proper, founded byJEgirus king 

of Sicyon, 443. 

Njnonia, the daughter of Deucalion, 504. 

the antient name of Thejfaly, ibid. 

JEneas, (aid to have betrayed Troy, 388. Whether he retired 

into Italy, 389 390, and note. 
JEolis, part nt : Afia Proper, 322. 
ff.pytida', fo crtiJcd from JEpytus king of Myccncv, 463. 

Rjpytus, king of Myccmv, 463. The Heradida: called from 
him JEpytidtc, ibid. vid. Mgyptus. 

JV.puus, the fon of Priam, 381. 
lY.faiLip'nn prntfifed phyfic at Pergamus, 396. 
/I'/™, king of TbrJJltly, the father of 508. His death, 

51?.. 

A.thlia^ the fuppofed founder of the TTAvw kingdom, 556. 
Pti.tol'w, from whom fo called, 561. Dcfcribed, £sf 



Part of Ifreciti Proper, 431. 
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Mtolians, great robbers, 561. 

ALtolus, the fon of Endymion, king of Elis, 556. Founds 
the JEtolian- ki ngdom , 5 5 7 , & 5 6 1 . 

the fon of Oxylus, where buried, 560. 
Agamemnon , king of Mycena, 456, 457, Chofen com- 
mander in chief of the Trojan expedition, 333. Murdered 
in his return from Troy, 457. 
Agapenor, king of Arcadia, one of the Trojan chiefs, 501. 
Agafthenes, king of Elis 9 outed by Oxylus, 559, & feq. 
Agathyrfian Scythians defcribed, 301. 
Agdus, a famous rock, 340. 
Agenor, a great warrior, 376. 

Agefilaus, king of Sparta, his fudden expedition againft the 
Perfians, 32. Defeats them and the Phrygians, ibid. &f feq. 
Made commander by fea and land, 34. Recalled by the 
Ephori, 35. His expedition into Egypt, 46, Defpifed by 
Tachos, and helps to dethrone him, 47. 

Agidts, kings of Lacedemon, from whom fq called, 539, 

55<\ 

Agisy king of Lacedemon, his fey ere reign, 549. 

Aglauros, the daughter of Cecrops, her fatal curiofity punifh- 

ed, 469, note (F). 
Agriculture, unknown to the antient Greeks, 435. 
Ahajhuerus the fame with Artaxerxes Longimanus 10, note 

(M). vid. Artaxerxes. 
Ajax ihipwreck'd, 389. His tomb, 357. 
Alba, the kingdom of, whether founded by /Eneas, 389. 
Albion^ whence fo called, 243. note* 
Alceus, king of Lydia, 409. 
Alcmaon, archon of Athens, 481. 
Alcymus, king of Lydia, 408. 
Aletes, invades Corinth, 532. 

Aleus, king of Arcadia, 500. His cruelty to his daughter, 

ibid, and 501, note (I). 
Alexander, the fon of Priam, vid. Paris, 381. 

king of Macedon, his offers to the Athenians reje&ed, 
1 . His attachment to the Greeks, 3. 

the Great, chofen generaliffimo of the Greeks, 57 , £3" 
feq. Invades Perjia, 58, fcf yif . Gains the firft victory 
at Granicus againft them, ibid. & feq. Received by fe ve- 
ra! Perfian cities, 60. Gains the ftraits of Cilicia, 63, &f 
yfy. Defeatb the Perftans near T^j, 66. His generality 
to the family of Darius, 68. Gains an immenfe booty from 
him, ibid. His anfwer to that prince's haughty letter, 69. 
Cruelty to Betts and the people of Gaza, 72. Conquers £f vft* 

Vol. V. 4 D 73- 
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73. Anfwer to Darius's gnbafladors, 76. Defeats the 
Perfians near Arbela, 77, t^feq. Takes Babylon and Sufa, 
79, £sf feq. His behaviour to Syftgambis and Madates, 80, 
8 1 . Gains the ftraits of Perfia, 8 1 . Takes and burns 
Perfepolis, 82, 83. Marches in purfuit of the traytor 
Beffus, 85. His grief for the death of Darius, 86. Kind- 
nefs to his relations, 87, Subdues the remainder of the 
Perfian empire, ibid. t5f feq. Some account of him out of 
the oriental writers, 200, & feq. Vifits the tomb of Achil- 
les^ 357. Outwitted by the Lajnpfacenians , 394. 

Alexandra, the temple of, ?xA?nycla, 536. 

Alexandria, vid. Troas, 359. 



1 



n Cilicia, by whom built, 425. 



Aliacmon, river in Theffaly, 506. 
Alpheus, the famed river, defcribed, 555, note (G)* 
Alps and Apenine hills, whence fo called, 244. 
Altars, their ftru£ture among the Scythians, 290, & feq. 
Althea, the mother of Meleager, the fable of, 564, note fC). 
Aiyattes, king of Lydia, his wars with Cyaxares, the Scythians , 
&c. 41 1. Outwitted by Thrafybulus, king of Miletus^ 
412, is 5 y}^. His tomb, 401. 
Alyxothoe, Priam's wife, vid. Arijba, 381. 
Amazons, mothers of the Sarmatians, 279. Their Scythian 
name, 300. An account of thofe female warriors, 302, 
note. Overcome by Hercules and Thefeus, 476, note. 
Amifodarus, king of Lycia, 421. 

Amphiaraus, a famous foothfayer, betrayed into the Theban 
war, 459. Wins the prize at the Nemean games, 
His temple at Rhcmnus, 465. 

Amphiclyon, fon of Deucalion, king of Athens, 469. 

AmphiStyons, the general court of Greece, held at Delphos, 
519, & feq. An inftance of their power, 520. 

Amphion, the ufurper of the Theban throne, 490. 

Amphitryon's wife deflowered by Jupiter, 453. Kills his un- 
cle Rieclryon, ibid. 

Ainplijja, metropolis of Ozolca Locr, by whom built, 567, 
and note (E). Deflroyed and rebuilt, ibid. 

Amur, river in Scythia, 281. 

Amyclas, king of Lacedemon, 542. 

Amycla, the city of, defcribed, 536. 

A my clean fecurity, a proverb, whence, 542. 

Amycus, king of the Bebryces, overcome by Pollux, 510, 
note. 

- Air.yntas, invades Egypt, ty^feq. Cut oft" by the /Vr- 



73? note. 



Anacharfts 
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Anacharjis put to death for introducing the Grecian worfhip 

into Scythia, 287, note (B), 316. 
Anazarbum, a city in Cilicia Propria, 424. 
Ancaus, one of the pilots of the Argonauts, 5105 note. 
Ancharus's great love to his country, 351. 
Anchiale in Cilicia Propria, by whom built, 424. 
Anchifes, faved from the flames of Troy, 371. 
Ancyra, by whom built, 350. 

Androgens^ the fon of Miv.cs, killed at Athens, 472. 
Antalcidas, the peace of, 38. 

Anterior, grandfon of Cleomejlra, his embafly into Greece* 
275. Sufpe&ed of treachery, ibid. Comes with a mixed 
multitude of Heneti and Trojans to the Adriatic ftiore, 376. 
His progeny, ibid. 

Antigone buried alive for interring her brother Polynice^ 492, 

Daughter of Laoinedon, a proud princefs, 380. Tranf- 

formed into a ftork, ibid. 

Antigonia, vid. Troas, Alexander, 359. 

-^077, the fon of Neptune, fettles in Bccotia, and gives it the 

name of Aonia, 483. 
Aones, whether antient Grecians, 434. Admit Cadmus into 

Bceotia, 486. 

Apamea, metropolis of Phrygia Major, 329. Whence fur- 
named Cibotos, 330, fub. not. 

Apheraftab^ king of the Turks, according to the oriental writ- 
ers, 110. His wars with the Perfians, ibid, b 9 Jeq. Sub- 
dues them, 115. Driven out of Perfia by 7Mzer, 117, 
124, & feq. Defeated by the Pcrfian general Ru/ian, 135. 
Driven from his dominions by the Pcrfian king, 13O. 
Taken prifoner, and put to death, ibid. 

Aphydas, king of Athens, murdered by Thynuvtcs, 480. 

- prince of Arcadia, his portion, 500. 

Aphrodiftas, in Cilicia Afpera, why fo called, 423. 

^/j, king of 442. Split into two by chronologe:*-', 

ibid. 



king of Argos, a great tyrant, 448. 



Apologues, among the Perfian writers, a fpecimcn of them, 
141, and note. 

Apollo, worfhipped by the Scythians, 290. By the Trojans, 

364. Why furnamcd Stninthian, 366. 
Apollonia, where fitunte, 395. 
Arbela, the city, and battle of, 76, 

Arcadia, part of antient Greece, 431. From whom fo named, 
493. Its fituation foil, y«r. 494. Origin and anticjuirv, 
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Arcadians, antient Greeks, 432, & 494. Famous for pafto-r 
rals, ibid. From rude ihepherds become brave warriors, 
ibid. Their religion, 496. How and by whom civilized, 
ibid. Their government, 497. Kings, 408, & feq ? 
Their refentment againft their monarch's perfidy, 504. 



women great warriors, 495 



Areas, the fuppofed founder of the Arcadian kingdom, 493. 
■ fourth king of Arcadia, 500. 

Archilochus commands the Dar daman forces, 376. 
Archons, lift of tbofe mentioned in hiftory, 468- When be- 
gun, 467, &481. Made decennial, 481. Annual, 482. 
ArdJhir,k\ngoi Perjia, according to oriental writers, 190. 
The fame with the Greek Axtaxerxes Langimanus, ibid. 
Recovers the provinces of Sigjijlan, &c. from the fon of 
Rujlan, 191. Dies and leaves his crown to his queen He- 
mai, 193. 
Ardyes, king of Lydia, 411. 
Aretbufa, the fable of, 555, noteG. 
Argalus, king of Lacedemon, 543. 

Argjafp, prince of Touran, according to oriental writers, 
182. Wars againft Perfia, ibid. Takes the city of Balch % 
ibid. Killed by the prince of Perfia, 184. 

Argippeans, their character, 284. 

Argives, antient Grecians, 431. From whom defcended, 

444, 448. War againft Thebes, 492, & feq. 
Argo lhip, where built, 506. 

Argon, king of Lydia^ 409. 
Argonautic expedition, 383, and notes. 

Argonauts, their exploits before they arrived at Colchis, 508, 
509, noteH. Their adventures at Colchis, 510, & feq. In 
their return, 511, and note. 
Argos, king of Argos, by whom begot, 448. 

kingdom, part of antient Greece, 431. By whom 
founded, 444. Its fituation, foil, government, &c. 444, 

445. When founded, 446. Tranflated to Mycena, ib. 
Kings of Argos, 447, & feq. Kingdom divided, 451. 
Reunited, ibid, & feq. Invaded by the Heraclida, 461. 
Conquered, 462. Reduced into a democracy, 463. 

Argyrippa, or Argos Hippim, a city in Apulia, 461. By 
whom built, ibid. 
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Carried off by Bacchus, ib. 



married to Thefcus, 474 



Ariantes, king of Scythia, his large veflel, 295* 317 

Arimafpca Sc\thia defcribed, 282. 



Ariobarzants 
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Arioharzanes beaten out of the ftreights of Ptrfia t 81. Kil- 
led, 82. 

Aripithes, king ofScythia, 316. 

Arijba, a city of Phrygia Minor, 355. 

Priam's wife, 381. 
Arijiocratesl. king of Arcadia ; ftoned for his facrilege, 504. 
— — II. ftoned, for his perfidy to the Mejfenians, ibid, 
& feq. Monument; erefted, with an infcription to perpe- 
tuate his infamy, ibid. 

Arijlomachus, grandfon of Hercules, defeated at the ifthmus of 
Corinth , 461. 

Ariftotle, his chara&er, 203^ and note. According to the 
oriental writers, 215. 



ofMyfia, killed by Am\ 
of Molus gives her name 



lis of Bceotia, 483. 
falians , 514, &note M 



Thefi 



ArSes raifed to the Perjian throne by Bagoas, 56. Murder- 
ed by him, ibid. 

Artabanus, his treafons, 9. Death, 10. Whether he reign- 

ed feven months, ibid. note. 
Artabafus, govemour of Cilicia, 14. Sails towards the Nile, 

ibid. Defeats the Egyptians > ibid. 
Artaxerxes, the fon of Xerxes raifed to the throne, 9. The 
Ahafuerus of fcripture, 1 o, & note. Defeated by the 2?- 
gyptians, 1$. Makes peace with the Greeks ^ 16. His in- 
juftice to the Athenian prifoners, ibid. Ingratitude to Me- 
gabyfus, 17. Anfwer to the Greek embassadors, 18. Bis 
, death and character, ibid. 

II. furnamed Mnemon* Succeeds Darius Nothus, 
23, & feq. Marches againft his revolted brother, 28. 
kills him in a fet battle, ibid. Defeats the Lacedemonians^ 
31. Makes peace with them, 38. Invades Cyprus, 40. 
Conquers it, ibid. Goes in perfon againft the Cadufians, 
42. His prodigious army, ibid. Ready to perilh with 
famine, ibid. Saved by a ftratagem of Tiribazus, ibid. & 
feq. Invades Egypt, 43, & feq. His great army and 
fleet, 45. Their broils and ill fuccefs, ibid. Invades it 
afrefti 12 years after, 46. Difcovcrs a confpiracy formed 
againft him, 48. His death and charailcr, 49. 
III. Vide Ochus, 49. 
Arts and fcienccs unknown to the antient Greeks, 435. 
Afcalon, by whom founded, 403, & 404. Temple of Venus 

there plundered by the Scythians, 309. 
Mania, a city in Ltjfir Phrygia, 363. built by Afcanius 9 



39 r, note, 



Ajcanian 
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Afcanian lake, fo called from AJkenaz, 363. 
AJhes, a dreadful Perfian punifhment, 19, & note, 
Ajia, the daughter of Teucer, 368 

Afia, whence fo called, 326. Defcribed, ibid. How divi- 
ded at prefent, ibid. Conquered by the Scythians, 209. & 
feq. . 

Afta Proconfular defcribed, 324 & feq. 

Afia Proper defcribed, 321 *& feq. Part of Afia Minor, 

A 3 2 3- 

Afiatic, diocefs defcribed, 325. 

Aftus, the fon of Cotys, Afia, named from him, 404. 
AJfaracus, one of the three fons of Tros, 374. 
A/opus , a river in Attica, 466, 

AJfos, city of Molts, and Myfia the fame, 322. Aftrologers 

and aftrology a remarkable account of both, 187, note. 
Atalantas bravery in hunting the Calydonian boar, 562, note 

(B). 

Athens, king of Scythia, 318, &feq. out- wits the Macedo- 
nians, 319, & feq. 

Athene, the Greek name of Minerva, 465. 

Athens, whence fo called, ibid, and note (C). Why famed 
above other Greek cities, ibid. Deftroyed by Mardonius, 2. 

Athenians, their governmant, kings, &c. 466, SC468. Curfed 
by The feus, and punilhed, 477, and not (L). Change 
their government into archonfliips, 481. Into a democracy, 
482. Forfake their city and country, 2. Aflift the revolted 
Egyptians and Lacedemonians, 13. Defeated by the Perfian s 
in Egypt, 14. Reftored to their former ftate, 37, & feq. 
Make an advantageous peace with Perfta, 38. Break it 
by aflifting the king of Cyprus, 39, 

Atlas, the nephew of Jupiter, whence fo named, 272, & 
note (W). Reigned in Mauritania, ibid: 

Atreus, king of Mycenia, his cruel revenge, 456 and not. Killed 
by Mgyjlhus, ibid, note (K). 

Attalis the inventer of tapeftry, 396. 

Attica, whence fo called, 469. Part of Gracia Proper, 431. 

Its extent, fituation and foil, 464. Cities and ports, ibid. 

Government, 465. Opulence, origin, kings, &c. 466, 

& feq. Religion, 468. Change of government, 481. 

Forfaken and ravaged by the Perjians, 2. 
Attica fides, a proverb, 465. 
Attic coin defcribed, 466. 

Attis, how conceived and prefcrved, 340. His fatal wedding, 
ibid. & feq. 

— — , the daughter of Cranaus king of Athens, 469. 
Atyada, a race of Lydian kings, 404 

Alp, 
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Aty s, the fon of Cotys king of Lydia, 404, 408. 

•, fon of Craefus, killed at the chafe of a wild boar, 415. 
Auge, princefs of Arcadia, put to death, 500, & 501 note (I). 
Augeas, king of Elis, his famous ftable cleanfed by Hercules, 
557. That fable explained, ibid. Outed his kingdom by 
Hercules, 558. His end, 559. 
Aulaa, a famous kind of tapeftry at Pergamus, 396. 
Aulis, in Bceotia, the Greek chiefs fworn there, 484. 
Autefion, king of Thebes, runs mad, 493, 
Autochthon, what, 493, & feq. 
Axius, river, in Thejfaly, 506. 
Azan, king of Arcadia, the fon of Areas, 50a 
Azania, the portion of Azan, ibid. 

B 

Abylon, when, and by whom taken, 79.. 

Babylonians Surrender, to Alexander, 79. 

Bacchiada, kings of Corinth, whence fo called, 527, Seize 
on the Corinthian government, ibid. & feq. 

Bacchus, worfhipped by the Phrygians, by the name Sabazios, 
345. Why fuppofed the grandfon of Cadmus, 487, note 
(D). How worfhipped at Elis, 554, and note (D J. 

Bagoas, general of Ochus, 54. Strives in vain to fave the 
JEgyptian temples, 55. Redeems their records, ibid. Poi- 
fons Ochus, 56. Sets up his youngeft fon, ibid. Kills him, 
and fets up Darius Codomanus, ibid. His new treafon dif- 
covered and puniflied, 57. 

Bahaman, king of Perjia, according to Oriental writers, 188, 
& feq. Vide Jrdfoir, 

Balchn made the feat of the Perfian empire, 136, 144. Taken 
by the king of Touran, 182. 

Baftlipota?no, or royal river, 535, Vide Eurotas. 

Batia, the daughter of Teucer. 368. Vide Afia, 

Battus, cured of his ftammering, 508, note (¥). 

Bazab, king of Perfia. 118. Vide Zab. 

Bee or Bek, wild inferences about that word, 338. 

Bellerophon, why fo called, 530.Falfly accufed to Pratus, 451. 
Subdues the Solymi, ibid. And Amazons, 531, Succeeds 
Mates in Lycia, ibid. His fatal end, ibid. Why faid to 
kill the Chimesra, 419, 530, note (Nj. 

Bel us, king of Lydia, 409. 

Bcjfus, his treachery to Darius, 83. & feq. Invades Baclria, 

84. His punifliment, 88. 
Bethjheam, taken by the Scythians, 309. 
Betis, governor of Gaza, murdered by Alexander, 72. 
Bias, obtains part of the kingdom of Argos, 451. Ketches 

Iphiclxs's oxen cut of 1fa]laiy % 507 > note ( D). 

Dibits 
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Biblos furrendercd to Alexander, 70. 
Bium, a city of Doris, 570* 

Boar Erymanthian, brought alive by Hercules, 455 > note. 

Calydonian, hunted, 562. Monftrous tulks, ib. 
note (B). 

Basotia, part of Gracia Propr. 431. Two Countries of that 
name, 482. By whom founded and named 483- De- 
scribed, ib. Famed for dunces, 484. Since called The- 
ies, 482. Its government, kings, &c. Vide fub Thebes, 
486, & feq. Made the feat of war by the Perfians, 

2. 

Boeotians expelled by the Thejfalians, 483* Signalize them* 

felves at Troy, ib. 
Boeotus, founder of the Thejfalian Bceotia, 483. 
Bog, river in Scythia, 283. ' 

Boryflhenes ah Nieper, river in Scythia, 283* note (F). 

Bos in Lingua, a proverb, 466. 

Bous, Bovq, Eufebius's miftake about that word, 468. 

Brafs, the invention of, afcribed to Cadmus, 

Brigians, whether the fame with Phrygians, 336. 

Britain, the etymon of that word, 24I, note (H). 

Britons, different from the Celtes or Gomerians, 242, not« 

Britain, the ifles of, firft inhabited by the Gomerians, 237, 
242, note (H). 

Brutus not the firft who peopled Britain^ 242, fab fin* note 
(H). 

Budian Scythians, men eaters, 301* 
Bulls blood, afure poifon, 353. 

C. 



QAbiri, who, 346. 



Thebes 



What 



Cadmea vi&oria, a proverb, 488* note (E ). 
Cadmcis, one of the antient names of Bceotia, 483* 
Cadmus, founder and king of Bceotia, 482, & note. 

people his followers were, 486, note (C). His' original, 
ibid. The fable of him, 488, & note Introduces 
learning into Greece, ib. Retires into Illyria, ib. 
Caduftans, invaded by the Per/tans, 42. Betrayed by a ftra- 

tagem, ib. & feq. 
Caicobad, king oiPerfia, 123. Vid. tCeyiobad, 
Cali/lo, daughter of Lycaon, deflowered by Jupiter, 499* 
The fable of her, 500, note (F), 

(gallirlm* 
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Callirhoe* the wife of 7m, her progeny, 374. 
Calydna* one of the antient names of Bceotia* 483. 
Calydon* a city of /Etolia* 562. 
the foreft of, /£. 

Cambletes* king of Lydia* a debauched prince, 408. 

Candaules* king of Lydia* dethroned for his folly, 409. 

Capys marries Themis* 374. Gives name to Caphya in Ar- 
cadia* ib. 

Caramania* Vide Cilicia* 423. 

Crfr/*, part of Afta Proper* 322. Where fituate, 324, &note 

(C). 

Camus* afoothfayer, killed by the Heradidx* 461. 
CaJJian mountains divide Scythia from Seres* 28 0. 
Cajlor and Pollux* their fabulous original, 545, note (L). 
Arm for the recovery of their fifter, 477. Bring her away 

out of Apbidne* 546. Their other exploits and death, ib. 
note (O). 

Caucafus* mountain in Scythia* 281. 

Cayjler* river in Phrygia* 333, note (O), & 403. 

Cecropia* Athens antiently fo called, 465. 

Cecrops* an Egyptian fugitive, introduces religion into Greece* 
438, & feq. & 468. The fable of his giving name to 
Athens* 465, note (C). The founder of the Athenian 
monarchy, 466. His reign, 468, & feq. Civilizes the 
people, ib. 

Celane* where fituate, 330. 

Celtes* 227, & feq. Vide Gomerians. 

Celtiberia* Spain antiently fo called, Ijp* fub fin. note (B). 

233, note, 239. 
Cenchrea* one of the two fea-ports of Corinth, 524. 
Centaurs* whence the fable of them, 507, &note (E). 

Their luftful attempt, ib. 
Cephifus* river in Phocis* 518. 

Cerberus fetched out of hell by Hercules* 455, note 535, note. 

Ceres* her ftatue in Arcadia burnt, 503. 

Charilaus* difcomfited by the Arcadian women, 495, 503. 

Chilminar in Perfta* by whom adorned, 196. 

Chimara* mountain in Lycia* 419. 

the fable of, explained, ib. & 530, note (N). 
Chios* by whom founded, 481. 
Chlorians* outwitted by Sous* king of Sparta* 550. 
Chamara* capita] of BacJria* 236, note, (B). 
Chonos in Phrygia* 332, vid. Colojfe. 
Chryfe* the wife of Dardanus* her dowry, 370. 
Chryforrboas riv«r in Lydia s 403, vid. PacIqIus. 

VqlV. 4E GBni 
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Cilicia, whence Co called, 422. Defcribed, ib. Its cities, 
rivers, &c, 424, & feq. Government and various fates, 
426, &feq. Kings, 428, & feq. Invaded by Alexander^ 
63, & feq. 

Cilicians, their treachery and cruelty paft into a proverb, 426, 

and note. By whom conquered, 427. 
Cimmerians invade AJia Minor, 353. Take Sardis from the 

Lydians, 411. 

Cimon's conquefts in Cyprus, 16. Beats the Perjians by fea 

and land, ih 
CircaJJian Tartary, part of Scythia, 281. 
Cithareon mount defcribed, 459. 
Clazomena, by whom founded, 481. 
Cleo, a famous robber, 332, & note (M). 
Cleomejira, daughter of Tros 9 374. 
Clitor, king of Arcadia, 500. 

Clytetnnejira, her fabulous birth, 545, note. Agamemnon** 

faithlefs wife, 457. Killed by Orejles, ib. 
Codrus, the noble king of Athens, facrifices his life for his 

country, 480. 
Coin firft invented by the Lydians, 406. 
Colaxais, king of one of the Scythian tribes, 318, note. 
Colchis, part of Scythia, 281. 
Colophon, by whom founded, 481. 
Colojfe, a city in Phrygia, 332. 

Comn, made admiral of the Perjian fleet, 31. Beats the 
Lacedemonians at fea, 36. Accufed before Artaxtrxes 9 
37. Condemned, 38. 

Contra ft s, how made among the Scythians, 292. 

Coon, the fon of A?itenor, killed by Agamemnon, 376. 

Copais, the fpring head of the Afopus, 466. Defcribed, 484, 

Corinth, the kingdom of, part of antient Greece, 431. De- 
fcribed, 522. When and by whom founded, tb. Sub- 
dued by the Heraclida, 527. The whole duration of its 
government, 528. The kings, 529, & feq. 

Corinth, the city of, by whom built, 522, Why fo called, 
523. Why called Heliopolis, ib. Defcribed, 524^ It6 
lituation, opulence, Buildings, ib. 

Corinthian order, whence fo called, 524. 

Corinthians given to traffic, 524. Their character, antiqui- 
ty, government, and kings, ib. & feq. Subdued by the 
Dores, 532. 

Corbithits, whofe fon he was, 523* and note (B). 
Coritus, king of Samothrace, 369, & 371, note (I). 

Corybantes, whence ddcended, 343, & note (W). 

Gorybas% 



INDEX. 

Cory has 3 the fon of Cybele, by Jafius, 343, note (W). 
Cotys, fecond king of Lydia 9 408. 

Cranaus, king of Athens, 469, Dethroned by Amphic- 
tyon, ib. 

Creon, prince of Thebes, his cruelty to his niece, 492. The 

fame with Glaucus, 529, & note (L). 
Crefphontes, chief of the Heradida, made king of Mycenes, 

462. Murdered by his nobles, 463. 
Cret, the fon of Jupiter, gives name to the ifland of Crete, 

„ 2 73- 

Cretan, hiftorians account of Jupiter, 273. 
Criafus, king of Argos, 448. 



Crcefi 



Inter- 



view with Solon, 414, & notes. Allied with the king of 
Babylon, 416. Commands his army againft Cyrus, ib. 
Taken prifoner at Sardis, ib. Ordered to be facrificed, 
417, Saved and reftored to his kingdom, ib. 
Crotopus, king of Argos, 448. 

Cteft 



an account of him and his writings, 221, note 

(A). 

Cubebe, 339, vid. Cybele. 

Cunaxa, the famous battle of, 27, & feq. 

Cupid, a famed ftatue of him at Parium, 394. 

Curetes, their office among the Celtes, 248, & 249, note. 
Pleuronians called Curetes, 563. 

Cybele, the chief deity of the Phrygians, 339. The ceremo- 
nies of her worfllip, 344. Her priefts, ib, & feq. Her 
different genealogies, 339, & feq. WoHhipped by the 
Trojans, 364. 

Cybernifcus king of Lycia 4.20, & feq. 

Cycnus, king of Colona in Troas, his character, 360. 

Cydnus river in Cilicia, 425. 

Cyllene, mount in Arcadia, 500. From whom fo called, ib, 
Cynorta, king of Lacedemon, 543. 

Cynofureans, a colony of the Argives, 550. Banifhed by the 

Lacedemonians, ib. 
Cyprus invaded by the Athenians, 15. Recovered by Eva- 

goras, 39. Invaded by the Perjians, 40. Taken, ib. 
Cypfelusjkmg of Arcadia, kills the tyrant of Mycena, 502,503. 
— , — a defcendant of the Lapitha, becomes king of Co- 
rinth, 527, & feq. & 528, note (I). 
Cyrene ravimed by Jupiter, 508, note (F). 

the fountain of, ib. 
Cyrrha, the fca-port of Delphos, 521. Its territories invaded 
by the Phocians^ 520. 

4 E 2 Cyrus, 
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Cyrus, prophecies concerning him, 158, note. 

■ the fon of Darius Nothus made governor of Afia- 

Mhior, 22. His pride and cruelty, 23. Confpires againft 
his brother, 24. Is fentenced to death, ib. Caufes a re- 
volt, 25, & feq. His fleet and army, 26. Killed in 
battle, 28. 

Cyt baron mount in Phocis, 518. 

Cyzicus, a famed city of Myfia, defcribed, 392, & feq. 

king of Mvfia, killed by the Argonauts, 

D 

^VyAcians, 282, vid. Gcta. 

Dahac, 102, vid. Dehoc. 
Da?nafcus betrayed to Parmenio, 68, & feq. 
Damafichton, king of Thebes, 493. 
Danae debauched by Jupiter, 451. 

Danaus, king of Argos, his fe verity againft his daughter, 
449' 

Dances ufed by the Phrygians in their worfhip, 346. 

Danube feparates the Crltes from Scythia, 240. 

Darabl. prince of Perfia^ according to oriental writers ex- 
pofed in a wooden ark, 195. Acknowledged by his mo- 
ther, 196. Succeeds her, 197. Wars with the king of 
Macedon, 198. 

— JI. his war with Afcandcr, king of Macedon, 20c, 

& feq. Defeated by him twice, 202. Murdered by his 
own fubjefts, ib. 

Darab-gcrd, a city built by Darab, 199. 

Dardana, built by Dardanus, 370. 

Dardanels, why fo called, 355, note (B), 357. 

Dardanum, 3 5 5, & feq. vid. Troas. 

Dardanus in Pbrygia Minor, 356. Marries the daughter of 
Teucer, 368. His defcent and reign, 369. 

Darius, the fon of Xerxes unjuftly murdered, g. 

— Nothus, natural fon of Artaxcrxes mounts the 

Perfian throne, 19. His fevere and uneafy reign, 20, & 
feq. Lofes Egypt, 21. Too much influenced by his queen, 
20. His death and laft words to his fon, 24. 

— ■ ■ — Codomannus raifed to the Perfian throne, 56. His 

pedigree and chara&cr, ib. Invaded by the Greeks, 57. 
Defeated vxGranicus, 58, & feq. Lofes feveral cities and 
provinces, 60 & feq. His beft general Memnon, 62. Goes 
to fuccour Cilicia, 63. The order of his march, ib. & feq. 
Defeated near ljfus, 66. His haughty letter to Alexander, 
6g» - Offers a ranfom for his family, 71. Raifes a new 

army, 
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army, 74. Makes new offers of peace, ib. & feq. Re- 
jected by Alexander,, 75, & feq. Defeated near Arbela^ 
77, & feq. Flies into Armenia ^ 79. Into Media, 83. 
Treacheroufly imprifoned by his own generals, ib, & feq. 
His dying meflage to Alexander, 86. Death, Chara&er, 
and burial, ib. & feq. 
Daulian women, their unnatural repaflr, 521, note. 
Daulk, a city in Phocis, 521. Remarkable for its tall and 

flout inhabitants, ib. 
Daunus, king of Apulia, relieved by Diomedes, king of Ar- 

gos, 461. Kills him, ib. 
Dead-fea, its various names, 280. 
Dedalus introduces idolatry into Greece, 479. 
Dehoe, fixth king of Perfia, according to oriental writers, 

102. His cruel reign and banifhment, //;. &feq. 
Dej antra j princefs of Scyrus, debauched by Achilles, 513. 

the daughter of OEneus, married to Hercules, 563- 
Her fatal jealoufy and death, 544, note. 
Depbiontes made king of Argos, 463. 

Delphi, or Delphos, the city of, defcribed, 519. Its immenfe 
riches, 520. 

the oracle of, how difcovcrcd, 51S. And temple 
of, defcribed, 519. 
Demetrias, a city in TheJJaly, 506. 

Demophon, king of Athens, 479. Erecls the court of the 
Epheta:, ib. Tried by it, ib. 

king of Corinth, 532. 
Dercyllidas, general of Laccdemon, his fuccefs again ft the 

Per/tans, 31, & feq. 
Deucalion, king of Phthia, 505. Saved from the flood on 

Parnajfus, 517, 518. 
Diana worshipped by the Lydians, 405. 
Diftys, prince of Seripus, brings up Perfeus as his own, 45 r ? 

& feq. Raifed to the throne by him, 452. 
Diwasy the fon of Dardanus, his colonies in Afia, 372. 
Dindyinus mount, whence fo called, 339, and note (T). 
Diofcorides, where born, 425. 

Dis, or Pluto, a prince of Celtic race, 261, 272, and note. 
Divination, ufed among the Celtes, 249. Inhuman cuftom 

ufed in them, 251. 
Doeas, brother of Annan, a Celtic prince, 260. Places that 

bear his name, ib. 
Dolopes, where fituate, 505. 
Don river, 279* vid. Tanais. 
Donctz, ©r Little Tanais river, 283, 

Dorians^ 
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Dorians where fituate, 568. Invade Peloponnefu$> 569, & 

paf. 

Doric diale£t and order, 569 and note G. 
Doridas, king of Corinth, invaded by the Dores, 
Doris, part of antient Greece^ 43 1 . Its fituation, names, &c. 
568, 569. 

the metropolis of the Dorians by whom built, 569. 




Doryjfu 



Drunkennefs, abhorred by the Scythians, 299. 
Dryopes, where fituate, Sec. 569, and note P. 
Dulichium, ifland of, ceo, note M. 



186. 



Perft 



Dwina river in. Scythia, 283. 



E. 



Hi 



clida, 501. 

Echmys, king of Arcadia, affifts the Mejfenians againft the 
Lacedemonians \ 503. 

Eclipfe of the moon, fcares the Macedonians, 74. How 

interpreted by the Egyptian foothfayers, ibid. 
Eetion, king of Thebes, killed by Achilles, 428. 
Eiaius, prince of Arcadia, fettles in Phocis, 500. Founder 

of E la tea, 521. 
EUclra, daughter of Atlas, and mother of Dardanus> 369, & 

371, note I. 

Elcus, king of Elis, gives name to that kingdom^ 557, note. 

Eleufis, a fea port of Attica, 464, and note A. 

Elis, kingdom, part of antient Greece, 431. So named from 
Elijha, 552. Its fituation and extent, ibid. & fcq. By 
whom founded, 556. Kings, &c. ibid. Ruined by 

war and peltilence, 561. 

the metropolis of that kingdom, 552. 
Elymasi of Sicily, whence fo called, 375. 
Emathia, fo called from Emathion, king ofTroas, 379. 
Enchelcs, chufc Cadmus their general, 487. 
Endymiaii, king of Elis, 556. The fable of him, ibid, note 

Epeus, king of Elis^ the fuppofed contriver of the Trojan horfe, 
556. 

Epht'fus, a city of Lydia, 324. By whom founded, 481. 
Opens its gates to Alexander, 60. Greatly . inriched by 



Alexander, ibid. 



The 
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The temple of Diana, the only one that efcapes the Perfian 
fury, 6. 

Epheta, the court of, why inftituted. 479. 
Ephira, al. Ephyra in Epirus, by whom built, 389. 
antient name of Corinth, 522. 

Epichnemidia, part of antient Greece, 431. Whence fo cal* 

led, 567. Its fituation, ibid. 
Epittetus, part of Phrygia Minor, 354. 
Epidaurus, a famous fea port in Lacedemon, 536. 
Epigoni, whence Co called, 492. The war of, ib. & feq. 
Epiphania, a city in Cilicia Proper, 425. 
Epiftropus, king of Lyrnejfus in Cicilia, 428. Sides with the 

Trojans and is killed by Achilles, ibid. 
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of his wounds, 489 



443. Raviflies Antiope, 488- Dies 



Epytus I. king of Arcadia, bit to death by a viper, 500. 
- — - II. ftruck blind for his prefumption, 502. 
i?r, or is raj, the name of the Pamphylian Zoroajler, 153. 
Erato, a nymph, mother of jf&ro, king of Arcadia, 500. 
EreStheus, king of Athens, 470. 

Eri&honius, king of Athens, 469* The fable of his birth, 

ibid, note F. 
Erigon, river in Thejfaly, 506. 
Erithra, by whom founded, 48 1. 
Erineus, a city of the Dorians, 413. 
Eryfichthon, the only fon of Cecrops, his death, 469. 
Eryxias, laft archon of Athens, 482. 
EJkihiJfar, Vide Laodicaa, 330. 
Ejfiotis, part of antient Greece, 431. 

Eteocles, king of Thebes, his injuftice to his brother, 458. 
The caufe of a blody war, ibid. & feq. and 492, & feq. 
Kills, and is killed by him, ibid. 
Evagoras, king of Cjprw, invaded by the Per/tans, 39. Af- 

fifted by the Athenians , ibid. Forced to yield, 40, 41- 
Evenus, king of Lyrnejfus in Cilicia, 428. 

river of JEtolia, 561. & feq. 
Eunomus, king of Lacedemon, 551. Killed, ibid. 
Euripus, vide Negropont, 483. 
EurotaSy founder of Lacedemon, 533. 
Eurypyles y the fon of Telcphus king of ifl^fa, 399. 
Eryjlhenes, and Procles, joint kings of Lacedemon, 538. 
Euryjlheusy king of 
Eurytus, king of CWm 

543- 

Euryphontida , 

Enrytbnidtr, 



Her 



Euthria, 
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Euthrfay taken by the Greeks > fets fire to their fhips and burns 

herfelf, 380. 
Euxine fea* whence Co named, 363* 

F. 

1^ Abies y why mixed withantient hiftory, 430, note. 

" Fabulous and heroic times, a general account of them, 

429 & 430, note. 
Feajis of Afia kept at Philadelphia , 402. 
Feramors* the fon of the great Rujlan> killed by Ardjhir king 

of Perfia* 191. 
Feridoun* king of Perfia ^ vide Phridun* 105. 
Fleece* golden, what, 509, note G. 512, note K. 
Flutes* a martial inflxument of the Greeks* 549. 
Fortune* the temple of, at Elis* 553. 
Fountain of the Horfe* vide Pegajus* $22* 
Fourtiffar* river miftaken for the Granicus* 396, note W. 
Funerahy among the Scythians* how performed, 289, 299. 

G. 

Alatians* antient Gomerians* 235, & feq. 
^ J Galen* born at Pergamus* 396. 
Gallus* river, 345. 

Ganymedes* the fon of Jrox, abufed by Tantalus* 373, & feq. 
Garftavefch* prince of the Turks* aflaffinates the prince of 
Perfia* 129. Killed in an engagement by Rujlan* 130. 
Gauls* vide Gomerians* 227, & feq. 
Gauga?ncla* the battle of, 76, & feq. 

GtfZtf in Pale/line taken by Alexander* and its inhabitants put 

to the fword, 71. 
Gelonian Scythians dcfcribed, 302. 
(jrta?, al. Dacians. were feated, 282. 
Geneva lake defcribed, 243, & feq. 

George* the fjmous Aw« bifhop, born at Epiphania* 425. 

Georgia* a province in Scythia* 281. 

Geryon's oxen fetched by Hercules* 455, note. 

Gherfchap* king of Perfia* according to oriental writers, 118. 

Gjamafp* a famed Pcrjian aftrologer, 187. Foretels the com- 
ing of the Mefliah, ibid. note. 

Gicmfchid* fifth king of Perfia* according to oriental writers, 
99. His pride and punilhment, 102. 

Glauce* the fountain, why fo called, 529, & feq. 

Glaucus* king oi'Corinth* ibid. 

Gnojfus* Jupiter's fepulchre {hewn there, 273. 

Gold* firft coined by the Lydians* 406. 

— — fund of the riv« Htrmus* 335. 

t fleece. 



INDEX; 

Golden fleece. Vide Fleece, 509, note G, 512, n«te K. 

Gemer, the eldeft fon of Japbet, the father of the Gomerians, 
227. Whether he came into Europe* ibid. Whether the 
father of the Phrygians, 336. Gomeraeg, or Celtic lan- 
guage defcribed, 252, 253, note. Preferved ftill by the 

prefent Weljh, ibid* & feq. Its affinity to the Hebrew* ib. 
fub not. 

GomerianS) or Gr/to, defcended from 7<tfj&tf, 227. & feq. 
Their various names^o, note B,and 235. A different na- 
txom the Scythians, 232, & feq. Their migration into 
Europe, 234. Extent of their territories there, 237. 
Names of their rivers, &c. of Celtic extraction, 245. Their 
government, laws, religion, &c. 248. Cruel cuftoms, 

Poetry & military difcipline, language, &c. ibid. U 
feq. Diet, 255. Confounded with the Scythians, 257, 
note. Their kings, 261, & feq. Their kingdom difmem- 
bered, 276. 

Gordium, a city of Phrygia, defcribed, 332, 
"* " by whom built, 348. 

Gordius I. 338, 348. How raifed to the Phrygian throne, 
348. Ties the Gordian knot, ibid. 
II. 351. 

HI. 3*52. 

rgophone, daughter of Perfeus, married to Oebalus, king of 

Lacedemonia, 543. 
Graicoiy 

Graii* 

Myfn 

Greece, antient, defcribed, 431, & feq. Its various names, 
ibid. & feq. Contended for by the gods, 523, and note 
C. The reft vide fub Greeks. 

Greek hiftorians, their partiality againft the Scythians, 292. 
The caufeof it, ibid. 

to be the language of the gods, 339, 



affirmed 



& note F. 



Greeks, the moft antient of them, 432. Their rude begin- 
nings, 434, & feq. Antient government, 436, & feq. 
Religion, 437. Antiquity, 440. Their feveral kingdoms,&c, 
ibid. & feq. Thcii expedition againft Troy, 381, & feq. 
Fleet, 384. Commanders, ibid, & feq. Firft eight years 
War, 387. Infeftcd with peftilence, ibid. Take and 
burn Iroy, 388. The various fates of their chiefs, ibid. & 
feq* Force the Per/tans out of Greece, 4. Vi&oriou* 
by fea and laud dn the fame day, 5. Make peace with 
Artaxerxes, x6. Affift Cyrus againft his brother, 26. Ad- 
vance into Perftas 27. Their noble retreat after CyruS* 

Vol. V. A F death, 
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death, 29. Invade Perfia, 75. Chufe Alexander their 
genera], ibid. The battle of Granieus, 58, & feq. 

Groves, facred among the Scythians, 290. 

Gujhtafp, prince oi Perfia, according to. oriental writers, re- 
bels againft his father, 144. Forced to fly to Tour an, his 
odd marriage with that king's daughter, 145. Perfuades 
him to declare war againft his father, 146. Declared king 
of Perfia by his father, 147. Kills two terrible monfters, 
149. His horfe cured by Loroafter, 1675 & feq. Made a 
convert to Zoroajier 168, & feq. Wars with the king of 
Touran, 182. Enfnares his brave fon Ifpbendyiar, ibid. & 
feq. Religns the crown to his grandfon, 185. Whether 
the fame with the Greek Hyjlafpes, 186. 

Gyants, their war with Jupiter, 269, & feq. 

Gyges n s treafon againft Candaules, 41 0. His reign, ibid. 

Gytbians fubdued by the Lacedemonians, 535. 

Gythium, a fea-port of Lacedemon, ibid. By whom built, 
ibid, and note D. 

H. 

J^AiicarnaJfits, Taken by Alexander, 61. 

Hamejlris, Xerxes* % queen, feveral inftances of her cruelty, 
8. & feq. 

Hanncnia, princefs of Samotbrace, 369. Married to Cad- 
mus, 372. 

Harpagtts, general of Cyrus, bravely oppofed by the Lycians 

of Xani bus, 420, & feq. 
Harpyes, a fabulous kind of birds, 510, note. 
Hecatcmpoiis, Lacedemon fo called, from its hundred cities, 

534, note B. 
Hcttor, the fon. of Priam, killed, 388, 514. 
Hecuba, Priam's wife, 381. 

He/en, the fatal Grecian beauty, her fabulous birth, 545, 
note L. Whofe daughter fhe was, 476. Stolen by 
Tbefeus, ibid. & feq. Married to Menelaus, 383. Stolen 
by Paris, 382. Caufes the Trojan war, 381. Whe- 
ther detained in Egypt, 385. 

Hclenus, the fon of Priam, 381. Retires into Macedonia , 

3*9- .... 

Hcllcaon, fon-in-l^w to king Priam, 376. 
Helice, metropolis of Achaia Propria, 572. 
Helicon, mountain in Pbocis, 518. In Baeotia, 484. 

Heliopolisy a name given to feveral Greek cities, 523, & feq. 



Heliots, 
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Heliots, al. Helotes, enflaved by the Lacedemonians, 535. 
Their grievous punifhment, 536, and note E. 

Hellas, Elisj whence fo called, 552, 

Hellenes, antient Grecians^ 432. 

Hellefpont, what, 355. 

Hellefpontiac, part of Phrygia Minor, 354. 

Helum, river in Scythia, 281. 

Heneti, chufe Antenor their head, 376. 

Heptapylos, Thebes Co called from its feven gates, 484. 

Heraclida:, a race of Lylian kings, 404. 

defcended from Hercules, ibid. 

Invade Peloponnefus, 461. Plagued by Apollo, ibid. Sub- 
due the Corinthians, 527. 

Hercules, how many of that name, 453, note H. 

1 the fon of Jupiter by Alcineuu, ibid. Kills a Jyon 
when a child, ibid. His twelve labours, 454, & note L 
Lofes his boy Hylas in the Argonautic expedition, 510, 
note. His revenge againft the icing of OEchalia, 5x3, 
Againft Hippocoon, king of Sparta, ibid, & feq. Leaves 
that kingdom in truft to Tyndarcus, 544. Kills the ions 
of Aclor, and dethrones Augcas, 558. Kills Loomed™, 
and four of his fons, 381. His laft exploits and dent!:, 
544, note K. 

the print of his foot on a ftonc, two cubits long, 2S4. 

Hermes, a great philofopher, counfellor to Saturn, 20:;. 

Mercury, why called by that name, 274, note Y. 

Hermione, the wife of Cadmus, her original, 486. 
Hermodica, the wife queen of Midas % 350. 
Herje, the daughter of Cecrops, punifhed for her curiofity, 
469, note F. 

Hefione, daughter of Laomedon, taken by Hcr:ul:%, jSd. 

Suppofed the caufe of the Trojan war, 382. 
Hefperian apples fetched away by Hercules, 455, note. 
Hierapolis in Phrygia, famous for mineral watcr>, 331. iX • 

fcibed, ibid. 

Hicromnamc, wife of AJJaracus, king of Troy, 374. 
Hippoboton and Hippim the antient names of jAjw, 444. 
Hippocoon, king of Laccdejnon, killeJ by Hercules, 543. 
Hippo-kai-koures, whence fo called, 482, note. 
Hippolyte, queen of the Amnions, her contelt with Thefts, 

304, note. Married to him, 476, note. 
Hippolytus, the fon of The/ens, his chaftity fatal, 476, not.?. 
Hippomedcs, archon of Athens, reduced, 482. His cruel 0 

ibid, note N. 
Hippopodes, why fo called, 282. note K. 

Hippothous M king of Arcadia , 502. 

4 1 ; ft /fcfftffe 
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vnaiy al. Khatnani, queen of Perfidy according to oriental 
writers, 195. Expofes her fon Darab, ibid. Acknow- 
ledges him and leaves her crown to him, 196. Her ftatejy 
palace at IJfachr, ibid. 
orfes efteemed among the Scythians , 291. 

me breed of in Argolis, 444. 
Thejfaly 



Hujhang, king of Perfia, according to oriental writers, 96. 
Hyampolis, the battle of, 515. 

Hyanthes, whether antient Greeks, 484. Expelled Bceotia, 

by Cadmus, 486. 
Hyanthidas, king of Corinth , invaded by the Dores, 532. 
Hyanibis, one of the antient names of Bceotia, 483. 
Hydra killed by Hercules, 454, note. 
Hylinos's fettlement in Thermojciria, 303, note. 
Hyllus, the fon of Hercules, killed in lingle combat, 456. 
Hypatha, metropolis of Thejfaly, 506, & feq. 
Hyperborean fea, vid. Dead-fea, 280. 
Hyperboreans were men-eaters, 284. 



449 
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ACICK, vid. Iaxartes, 281. 

Jancyrus, king of Scythia, the Indathyrfus of Herodotus^ 
312. His anfwer and prefents to Darius, 313. Defeats 
him, 314. & feq. 
"Janus, king of the Aborigines, 268- 

Jardanes, king of Lydia, 409. Gives a bad example of lewd- 

nds to his fubje&s, 
Jafrus, hufband of Cybele, 343, note (W). 

- prince of Samothrace* 369, & feq. 

y^/itf fent to fetch the golden fleece, 509. Affifted by Medea, 
II. Gets it from ibid. Banifhed Thejfaly by /V- 

Ws fon, 513. Goes to Corinth, 529. Marries Glauce, 
ibid. 

Javan's pofterity, the firft peoplers of Greece, 433, and no'e 

(Ej. Sounded more properly ^00, ibid. 
Jaxartcs, river in Scythia, 28 1 . 

Iberia, vid. Spain, by whom firft peopled 2331 note (Ej. 
another of that name in Scythia, 279. 

Ichthyophagi, why fo called, 97. 
/fife, mount, 339, 357, 360. 
Idai Dattyli, why fo called, 342. 
Idaus, the fon of Dardanus, 372. 

•M/rot, an Argonaut killed by a wild boar, 510, note. 

Jcrufalem 
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Jerufalem taken by the Perfians according to oriental writers, 
144-- 

Jews conquered by the Per/tans according to oriental writers, 
144. Favoured by Alexander, 425. 

Ilium in Phrygian vid. Troy, 357, & feq. 

in Macedonia , by whom built, 389. 

Ilus the fon of Tros adorns Troy and calls it Ilium, 377- Sub- 
dues Tantalus, ibid. His reign, ibid. Saves the palladium 
from the flames, ibid, 

Illyrians overcome by Cadmus, 488. 

Imaus mountain parts the two Scythias, 280. 

Inachus, founder of the Argolic kingdom, 446, & feq. 

metropolis of Argos, 444. 

river of Argos, ibid. 

Inarus caufes a revolt in Egypt, 13. Reduced by the Per- 
fians, 15. Crucified, 16. 
Indatbyrfus, king of Scythia, vid, Madyes and Jancyrus, 

312, & feq. 

Ino, one of the daughters of Cadmus, 487. Her cruelty and 

fate, 525, note (G). 

lo, the daughter of Inachus, whether ravifhed by the Phoe- 
nicians, 382. Why furnamed Phoronis, 448. 

Jobates, king of Lycia's behaviour to Bellerophon, 421, & 
feq. 450. 

Jocajla, the unhappy mother and wife of OEdipus, 490, & 
feq. 

lole, princefs of OEbalia, ftolen by Hercules, 544, note (K). 

Given to his fon Hyllus, ibid. 
Ion, the fon of Xuthus, the fuppofed father of the Iones, 433, 

and note (E). Succeeds Selinus in JEgialea, 571, 572. Gives 

the name of lonians, to the JEgialeans, ibid. His death, 

ibid. 

Iones, the moft antient name of the Greeks, 543. 
Ionia, part of Afta Proper, 322. 
Ionian confederacy, 481. 

lonians, their original, 433. Go with Nileus in queft of new 
fettlements, 481. Driven out of Achaia, 571, & feq: 
Retire into Attica, 572. Treachery to the Scythians, 315. 
Shake off the Perftan yoke, 7. 

IphicraUs, commands the auxiliaries agaijift Egypt, 44. 
Falfely accufed by the Perftan general, 46. 

Iphidamas, the fon of Antenor, killed by Agamemnon, 376. 

fphigenia worfhipped by the Taurian Scythians, 301. 

Jphitus, prince of OEchalia, killed by Hercules, 543. 



king of J?AV, reftorer of the Olympic games, 560. 
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Iregty king of Perfidy according to oriental writers, xo6: 

Murdered by his two brothers, 107. 
IfmenuS) river in Boeotia, 484. 

Jfphendyiar^ prince of Perfts, defeats the king of Touran^ 
183, & feq. Takes and kills him by a notable ftratagem, 
ibid. Killed by Rujlan in fingle combat, 185. 
Ijfus*) a city in Cilicia Proper 425. 

the gulph of, ibid. 

JJiachr^ in Perjia, vid. ChiJminar^ 196. 
j/fer, vid. Danube^ 279, 283. 
Ijihmian games, their origin, &c. 525, note {G). 
IJliaotis, part of Thejfaly, 505. 
JuliopoliS) vid. Ta?fus 9 424. 

uno, Jupiter's queen, 271. 
Jupiter worflupped by the Celtes^ under the name of Taratty 
248. His birth concealed by his mother, 267, and note. 
His other names, 263, and note. Dethrones his father, 
268. Wars with his uncle Titan, 269. Divides his em- 
pire, 272. Marries his niece Maia^ ibid. Has Mercury 
by her, ibid. His death and fepuchre, 273. Challenged 
by the Scythians as their progenitor, 313. His ftatue a»d 
temple at Cyzicum, 393. 
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Aianites^ the dynafty of, in Perfta, 92. 
Kalendar, rectified in Perfta by Giemfcbid, 100. 
lohj a fmith, dethrones the tyrant of Perfta^ 104, & feq. 
Made general by the lawful prince, 105. ReJuccs the re- 
volted provinces, ibid. & feq. 

ty-cho/raui prince of Perfia, takes Ardebil^ 131. Declared 
fucceflbr on that account by his grandfather Keykaus, ibid. 
Succeeds him according to oriental writers, 133. Invades 
Turkejian^ 134, & feq. Conquers it, 136. Refigns the 
crown to his fon, 137. Retires into a cell, ibid. His cha- 
racter and valour, 138. 

?ylaus, king of Perfia^ according to oriental writers, 125. 
Twice delivered by his general Rujlan^ ibid. & feq. Re- 
figns the crown to his grandfon,'iji.\ Whether the Nim- 
rod of MofeSy 1 32. \ " 

tytobad) king of Perfta^ according to oriental writers, 123, 
& feq. Said to have converted* with Sqniuel, 125. 
eyomaras, chofen king of Pcrfta y for his virtues, according 

to oriental writers, 94. Iaventi Varidus manufactures and 

civilizes 
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civilizes his people, ibid, Refigns the crown to his~grand- 

fon Siamek, 95. 



Kuaref? 
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T Abda, the mother of Cypfelus, faves him from the Bac- 

chiadx, 528, note (I). 
Labdacus, king of Thebes, 489. 

Labotas, king of Lacedemon, wars againft the Ar gives, 

Lacedemon, the fon of Eurotas, 533. The fuppofed fon of 
Jupiter, ibid, and note fA). 

Lacedemonia, whence fo called, 533. Why called Heca- 
tompoiis, 534, note (B). Defcribed, ibid. palT. Its go- 
vernment, duration, £sV. 538, & feq. Kings, 541, & feq* 
Why afterwards called Agida and Eurytionid<e, 550. The 
reft, vid. fub Laconia. & 

Lacedemonians defeat the Perjians by fea and land, 4, 5, & 
feq. 

Laconia , part of antient Greece 431* The antient name of 
Lacedemon, 533. Its fituation, extent, foil, 534, & 
feq. Government under a monarchy, 538. Biarchy, ibid. 
& feq. 

Ladoga, the lake of, 283. 

Lais 9 an extravagant Corinthian harlot, 524, note (E). 
La jus, king of Thebes, the father of OEdipus, 489, & feq. 
king of i*7/V, 560. 

Lambinus. fuDDofed the laft king of Scvthia* ?20. 



Amazons 



Lampfaciam outwit Alexander, 394, 

Lampfacum, a city in Myfia, by whom built, 394. Famous 

for its wines, ibid. 
Laodamas, king of Thebes, his ill fuccefs againft the Epigoni, 

492. & feq. 

Laodicea in Phrygia, 330. Famous for its wool, 331. De- 

ftroyed, ibid, and note. 
Laomedon, the fon of //ax, 377. Builds the citadel of Trey, 

379. His reign and exploits, ibid. paif. Slain by Ho- 

cules, 380. 
Lapitha, where fituate, 505. 

Larijfa, a city in Thejfaly, 506. Gives the name of tariff 

fceus, to Achilla, ibid. 
Lathius, fon of Telephus, king of Af^/, 399. 
Lehedos, by whom founded, 481. 
Lecheum, one of the fea-ports of Corinth, 524, 



Za/<7, her fabulous offspring, 545, note (L; 



LeUges, 
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LelegeS) whether antient Greeks* 533. 
Lelex* founder of Lacedemon* ib. 

Lemnian women murder all their males* and turn Amazons 



4-59- ... 

Lemnos ifland in the JEgean lea, inhabited by Ama%ons % 

. 509, note (H). 

Lena* river in Scytbia, 28 J. 

Leon* king of Lydia 409* 

Leotychides I. ting of Sparta^ puts an end to the Per/tan war 

by a complete vi&ory, 5. 
Lepbyrium* the grove of 423* 
Lesbos ifland, fubjeft to to the Trojans t 364. 
Leucopbrys* vide Tenedos* 360. 
Leuftrum* a city of Lacedemonia* 537. 

Liches* a noble Spartan* difcovers and carries off OreJies\ 

bones, 502, note (M), 
Z;7a7» a city in Doris* 570. 
Lipara* by whom built, 482, & feq. 
Lityerfes* king of Cela?ie*b\s ftrange character, 351, &feq. 
Lockman* a Per/ion philofopher, his chara&er and writings* 

138, & feq. Whether the fame with ASJbp, 140, & 141, 
note. 

Locri Oxola* Locri Epicnemidii* and Locri Epizcpbyrii, 
where fituated, 566, 567. 

Locris* part of antient Greece* 431. How divided, 567. 

Lohrafp^ king of Perfia* according to oriental writers, 143. 
Quells his rebellious fon, 144, & feq. Refigns the 
crown to him, 147. Retires from the world, ib. Dif- 
ference of authors about him, ib. &feq» His death, 181, 
note. 

Lud* whether the father of the Lydians* 400, & feq. 
Lud* what meant by the word, 40b. 

Lycaus* a mountain in Arcadia* 504. A famous pillar erefl:* 
ed upon it, ib, 

Lycaon* why fo called, 496, note. The fable of him, ib+ 
note. Second king of Arcadia* 498. His numerous if- 
fue, 499. Cities built by them, ib. note. 

Lycia* described, 418, & feq. 

Lycians* fide with the Trojans* 385. Their original govern- 
ment, religion, &c. 419, & feq. Bravery, 420. By whom 
fubdued, tb. Their kings, 421. Declared a free people, 
ib. Reduced by the emperor Claudius* ib. 

Lycomedcs* king of Scyros* his reception of Thefeus* 478. 

Lycofura* by whom built, 499* 
Lycurgns* his fon an infant killed by aferpent, 459. 

king of Arcadia* 50 ij 

the 
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the famed Spartan lawgiver refutes the crown, 540. 

Retires into exile, ib. Recalled, it. New models the go- 
vernment, ib. 
Lycus, the fon of Pandion, king of Athens, 419. 

river different from the Mar/yax, 334. 

Lydia, defcribed, 322, & feq. 400. Part of Afia Proper j 323, 
Antiently called Maonia^ 400. Its original, 403- Go- 
vernment, foil, religion, &c. 404, & feq. Revolts againft 
Cyrus, 405, note. Laws and cuftoms, 406. Remedy 
againft famine, ib. Riches, 407. Monarchs, ib* & feq. 
Conquered by the Per/tans, 416. 
Lydus, thefon of Atys, king o{ Lydia, 400, 408. 
Lyerfus, father of Antenor, 375. 

Lyncaus, the fon of 'Egypt us , faved by his wife, 449. Made 
king of Argos, 450. 

the fon of Aphareus, famed for his keen eyes, 546. 



Killed by Pollux, ib. 

M 

'\lfAcedonians invade Perfia, 57. &feq. Defeat the i^r- 
* 665 & feq. Gain an immenfe booty, 68. Fright- 

ed by an eclipfe of the moon, 74. 
Madyes, king of Scythia, conquers great part of AJia, 309. 

The Indathyrfus of Strabo, ib. 
MagiotPerh 



Magneft 



rhelfaly, 



505* Sometime the feat of the Ottoman empire, 402. 

. a city of Lydia, ib. 
Magog, the father of the Scythians, 230. 
Maia, the daughter of Atlas married to Jupiter, 272. Mo 

ther of Mercury, ib. 
Malea, a promontory of Lacedemonia, 535, 
Man, or Maneus, firft king of the Celtes, 261. 
Manes, the fon of Jupiter, by Tellus, 404. 

firft king of Lydia, 407. 
Manis, king of Phrygia, 347. 

Manugjar, king of Perfia, according to oriental writer* 
no. 

Marathon king of Sicyon, 442. 

Marble, of Synada, famed, 332. 

Mardonius defeated and killed by the Greeks, 404. 

Mares milk, how forced down by the Scythians, 299. 

Mars, howworfhipped by the Scythians, 291. 

Marfyas, king of Lydia, 409. 

> a famous mufician, 334, & note (P). 

a river in Phrygia, ib. 

Vol. V. 4^ Marthefta 
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Marthtfia, queen of the Amazons, 304, note. Invades Afia, 

and is there flain, ib. 
Maftfles, Xerxes 9 s brother, put to death, 9. 
Mafijlius, general of Perfia, 2. 

Majjagete Scythians defcribed, 304, & feq. Their barbarous 

cuftoms, 306. Their worth,. 307. 
Matheas, or Macheas, king of Scythia. Vide Atheas, 318, 

319- 

Meander, a river in Phrygia, 333, & 400. 

Medea, princefs of Colchis, whether carried off by the Greeks, 
382. 

Daughter of Metes, procures Jafon the golden fleece, 
511. Why fuppofed an inchantrefs, ib. & 309, note ( G ) . 
Her cruelty to her brother, 511* Revenge on Pelias, 
513. Banifhed to Corinth, ib. The fad effe£b of her 
jealoufy there, 529. 
Medes revolt from the Perftans, 22. Reduced, ib. 
Medon, the fon of Codrus, firft archon of Athens, 481. 
. Medontida, archons of Athens, fo called from him, ib. & feq* 
Their office, &c. ib. 

Medo-Perjic empire, conje&ures about it, out of the Oriental 

writers, 1 1 9, & feq. 
Megabyzus revolts from Artaxerxes, 16. His bravery ill re- 
paid, ib. 

Megapenthes king of Tyrin, ,451. Exchanges it for Argos 9 
453- 

a baftard fon of Menelaus, king of Sparta, 548, 



Dethroned by Qreftes, ib. 
Megara, part of antient Greece, 431. Joind to Attica by 

Thefeus, 475. 

Mclampus obtains part of the kingdom of Argos, 451. 
Melanthus, a noble Meffinian; chofe king of Athens, 480. 
Meleager king of Calydon, his hunting the famous boar, 563. 

and note. Falls in love with and marries Atalanta, ib. 

The fable of his birth and death, 564, note (C). 
Meltas, king of Argos, depofed, 463. 

Memnon, fon of Titbonus, his fuccefsful expedition againftthc 
/Ethiopians, 378. Brave exploits, ib. AfSfts the Trojans, 
ib. Slain by Achilles, ib. Vocal ftatue, 379. 

Mannonian birds, why fo called, 378, fub not. 

Memnon Darius's general, his brave exploits, 61, &feq. 
Dies before Mitylene, 62. 

Memphis taken by Alexander, 73. 

Menalippe, the famed Amazon, her contefl: with Hercules* 
304, note. 

Meneceus, a Cadtnean prince^ facrifkes hia life to his country, 
492. Mtwlauh 
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Menekus marries the fair Helen* 383. Sends a vain embafly 
to recover her, 385. Goes to Egypt for her, ib. Suc- 
ceeds to the Lacedemonian crown, 547.. 

Mentor , the Rhodian, one of Ochus's brave auxiliaries, 55. 

Amply rewarded by him, ib. 
Mean the father of Cybele, 341, & note (W), &400. 
Meonia, the antient name of Lydia. 323, note (B) Vid. & 
400. 

Mercury thefon of Jupiter by jfc&jtf, 272. Where begot, 
500, note (H). Why fo called, 255, and note. Why 
worshipped by the Celtes, ib. His other names, ib. 274* 
and note (Z). Succeeds his father, 273- Poliihes the 
Celtes, 274, & feq. 
Metellus refcues the Palladium from the flames, 365. 
Midas king of Phrygia, 347, & feq. 

the fon of Gordius, 352. His riches, fcfr. 349. 
Invaded by the Cimmerians, 353. Puts an end to 
his life, ib. 

Milias, part of Lycia, fo called, 418. 

Minerva worfhipped by the Trojans, 364. Her temple burnt 
at AJfeJJus, 412. Her temple at Stymphalus, 494. At 
Tegea, 500. That of brafs, built by Cajlor and Pollux, 

Mines, king of Lyrnejfus in Cilicia, 428. 

Minos, king of Crete, his bloody tribute on the Athenians, 

472, & feq. 
Minotaur described, ib. note (I). 

Mnejiheus, or Menejiheus, undermines Thefeus at Athens, 477. 

Afcends the throne, 478. Goes to the fiege of Troy, $P* 

His death after the Trojan war, 388- 
Mogli, the antient name of Mufcovy, 233, & 279. 
Molojft, antient inhabitants of Greece, 431. 
Monarchs, how honoured by the Scythians, 288, 289. 
Mopfuejlia, a city in Pnpr. 425. 

Morena, part of yfcfyfo, 392. 
Mofcovites defcended from Magog, 232, & feq. 

introduced into Per/id, 99. 
Mycena, Mejfania, part of antient Greece, 43 1 , the kingdom 

of, founded by Pcrfeus, 453. The kings of, j£. & feq. 

Challenged by the Heraclida, 456. Taken by them, 462. 

Regal dignity abolifhed, ib. 

— a city in Argos, 445. 

Myles, the father of Eurotas, 533* 
Myra, a city of Lycia, 418. 

Myrmidon^ where fituate, 505, Why fo galled, iilU 

note. 
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Myfia defer ibed, 322, & feq. Part' of Afia Proper, ih & 392, 
&fcq. Why fo called, ib. Its foil, antiquities, &c. 397. 
Conquered by Crafus, 398. 

Myfians fide with the Trojans, 385- Their chara&er, 397, 
Their hiftory, 398. Subdued by Crafus, ib. 

Myfias, river in Pbrygia, 335. 

Myus, by whom founded, 481- 

N 

T^Abarzanes, his treachery to Darius, 83. 

Nagidus in Cilicla Afpera, a Samian colony, 423. 
Nana, daughter of king Sangarius, impregnated by a pome- 
granate, 340. 
Nannachus, king of Pbrygia, 347. 
Napis, king of Scythia, 308. 
Naudar, king oSPerfia. Vide Nudar 114. 
Naupattus, why fo called, 461 - 

Nauruz, a Perjian feftival, by whom inftituted, 100. The 

ceremonies attending it, ib. & feq. 
Nettanebis invaded by the Per/tans, 44. His defence and fuc 

cefs, 45. 

Neftanebus invaded by Ochus, 53, & feq. Defeated, 54. 

Forced to retire into ^Ethiopia, 55.' 
Nemea, a city in Argos, 445. 
Nc7nean games* by whom inftituted, ac8. 
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Nemefis, worlhipped by the Myfians, 398. Hej: ftatue at 

Rhamnus, 465, and note (B). 
Nephele, mountain in Tbejfaly, inhabited by Centaurs, 505. 
Neptune's famous temple at Corinth, 425. & feq* At Sparta, 

in form of a grotto, 535, note (G). - 
Nejfus, the famous Centaur, killed by Hercules, 544, note 

(K). His revenge, 
Uejiorian family, expelled Mycena, 462. Settles at Athens, 

ib. ' 
Ncuri, where feated, 282. .Defcribed, 302. , 
Nicojlratus,' baftard of Menelaus king of Lacedqman, 548. 
Nieper river, 2835 284, & note. Vide Boryjlhenes. 
Niefier river, 284. Vide Tyrhas 

Nilcus the fon of Ccdrus, withdraws fome Athenians and 0- 
thers into new fettlements, 481. Cities built by them, 
1*. 

Ninus, king of Lydia, 409. 

Nomade Scythians d?fcribed,-302> 303. 

Nudar 



» 
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Nudar 9 king of Perjia, according to Oriental writers, 114, 
&feq. Put to death by Apherefiab king of the Turks, 

116- 

Nyttimus, king of Arcadia, 500. 

O 

QAks, facred among the Scythians, 290. 
Obrima, river in Pbrygia, 335. 

Oby, river in Scythia, 281. 

Ochns I. king of ZV/w changes his name for that of Darius, 
19. De eo vide Darius Notbus. 

II. fpn of Artaxerxes Mne?non, gets the crown by 



the death of his brother, 48, &feq. His cruelties, 50, & 
feq. To the Sidonians, 70. Lpfes feveral provinces, 51, 
& feq. Invades Egypt in perfon, 52. Returns triumph- 
ant, 55. Kills the god Apis, ib. Plunders the Egyptian 
temples, ib. Murdered by Bagoas, 56. 
Ottomafades, king of Scytbia, 317. 

Oebalia„ one of the antient names of Lacedemonia, 534, note 
(Bj, and 543. 

OEdipus expofed when born, 490. Kills his father, 491. 
Expounds the riddle of the Sphynx, ib. Marries his mother, 
ib. Runs diftrafted, ib. 

Oenians, who, and whence fo named, 282? 2nd note(Ej. 

Oeta, the ftreights of, defcribed, 484. 

Ogygia, one of the antient names of Bccotia, 483. 

OlbiopoUtan Scythians , their agriciiltu re, 298. 

Olcnus in Achaia Propr. by whom founded, 571. 

Olympia^ a city of Elis, defcribed, 554. Famed for the temple 
of Jupiter Olympius, ib. 

Olympiads, the computation of, 554, and note (F). 

Olympic games, by whom inftituted, 554. Reftored, ib. De- 
fcribed, ib. & note F. Forbid to the women, 556, note. 

'Olympus, firft king of Myfia, 398. 

Olympus, mountain in Tbejfaly, 505. Alfo of Myjia, 396. 
The place of Jupiter's refidence, 271. 

a city of Lycia, 418. 
Omphaky queen of Lydia, 409- 
Oncga^ the lake of, defcribed, 283/ 
Ophiogencs, who, 394. 
Opoes, a city in Locris Opuniia, 567. 

Oracles, famed among the antient Greeks^ 436. How con- 
futed, ib. note (F ). Deceitful, ib. 
Orejles, king of Mycena, his unhappy reign, 457. Comes to 

the Lacedemonian crown in right of his mother, 548. Ac- 

cufed 



index: 



cufed of parricide, ib. Dies in Arcadia, <jp2» & 549.- His 
bones wonderfully difcovered by a Lacedemonian, 502, note 

Orgos, river in Phrygian 335. 

Oriental accounts of Perfia, 89, to the end of the fe&ion. 
An apology for them, 213? note. 

Orithia, princefs of Athens, ftolen by Boreas, 470. 

Ornytion, the fon of Sifyphus, king of Corinth, 529. 

Orpheus increafes the fuperftition of the antient Greeks, 430. 
Goes to the Argonautic expedition, note (I). 

Ortara queen of the Amazons, famed for her valour and vir- 
ginity, 304, note. 

OJfa, mountain in Theffaly, inhabited by the Centaurs, 505. 

Othrys, mountain in Theffaly, 505. 

Otreu's, king of Phrygta, 351. 

Ox, why ftampedon the Athenian coin, 466, and 475. 
Oxen, a famous breed of in Theffaly, 507. 
Oxus, river in Scythia, 281. 

Oxylus, the three eyed general of the Heraclida, 462. 
Whence he was, 559. His fuccefs, 462. Made king of 

Elis, ib. & 559, 560. 

Oxyntes, king of Athens, 479. 

Ozolea, part of antient Greece, 565, defcribed, 567, note D: 
Ozoleans, whence fo called, ih. • Blended with the Locrians, 
566. Send a colony into Italy, 567. 

'pAftolus, river in Lydia 9 403* 

Padua, by whom built, 376. 

Pakmon, the fable of, 525, note (G). 

Palejline invaded by the Scythians, 399. 
Palladium of Troy, 364. Brought to Rome by Mneas, 365. 
Various accounts about it, i£. note (E), & 370, note 

(H). 

Pan worfliipped by the Arcadians, 494. His temple at 

Tegea, ib. & feq. 

Pai.athenea, by whom inftituted, 475. 
Pandion T. king of Athens, 469, 

II, — - — expelled the kingdom, 470. 

Pandrojos, daughter ot Cecrops, the fable of her, 469, note 

(F). 

Panoti, why fo called, 282, note (E). 
Papyrus, a kind of paper, the exportation of it from Egypt 
forbid, 396. 



ifang, whence derived, 135 

pf Afyjfa 9 defcribi 



Par h« 
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Paris, the fon of Priam, 381. Entices Helen away. 

Kills Achilles* 388. 
Parnaj/us, mountain in Phocis, 517. 
Parthians, whether originally Scythians or Celtes, 259. 
Parjyatrs's great fway with Darius Nothus, 20. Infta 

her cruelty, 25, 29, 30* 
Patara, a city in Z-ya*, 418. 

Patroclus, killed by He£tor, 388. His death revenj 

Achilles, ib. 

Pau/anias, Spartan general, rewarded with the tenths 

fpoil 4. His great moderation, ib. 
Pega/a, a fea-port of Theffaly, 506. Famous for the b 
of the fhip Argo, ib. 

the gulph of, ib. 
Pegafus lent by Minerva to Bellerophon, 531, an< 

Pela/gia, one of the antient names of Peloponne/us, 432 

of The/faly, 504. 



da/gi, ar 
iafgiotis 



Theffaly 



5°4* 

dafgusy father of the Pela/gians, 432. Reforms the Greeks, 
434. Why furnamed Autochton, 493. 

firft king of Arcadia, 498. 
whether the father of the Pelafgians, 432, and note 

tlias fends Jtf/fltf in queft of the golden fleece, 509. His 
treachery, 512. Death, 513. 
lion, mountain in Thejfaly, 505. 

loponnefus, part of antient Greece, 431- Invaded by the 
Heraclida, 46 1 , & feq. 

>lops's coming into Peloponne/us, 556. King of Pi/a, ib* 

the fon of Tantalus, fubdued by Ilus, 377. 
Peneleus killed before Troy, 493. 
Peneus, river in The/faly, 506. 

Penthefilea, queen of the Amazons, 304, not. Killed by 

Pyrrhus, ib* Inventrefs of the battle-axe, lb. 
Pentheus torn to pieces by his mother, 488* 
Penthilus king of Mycenia, 458. 
Percote, a city of Phrygia Minor, 355. 
Pt^ games, a city in Myfia, dcfcribed, 324? 396. 
Pcr/epolis, how taken and burnt by Alexander, 82. 
Ptrfiustbe fon of Jupiter by Danac, 451. Fetches the famed 
Gorgcns head and faves Andromeda, 452. Kills his father- 
in-law, 453. Exchanges ^« for Tjr/tf, tf. Uuilds the 



city of My c vita % ib. 



P> 



"> it 



I N D EX* 

Perfta, kings. of, according to Oriental writers, gz r & feq. 
Perjians, defeated by land under. Mdrdonius, 4, & feq. Their 

camp forced by the Greets, ib. Their army deftroyed, ib. 

Driven out of Greece, iL The cataftrophe of the Greciau 

war,. 6. 

Peffinus, whence fo called, 1 377. 
Pharfalian plains, where fituate, 505- ; • 
Phafelis, a city in Lycia, 418. A famous neft of pyrates, 
ibid. 

Pheneus, a lake i# Arcadia, 494. 

Philadelphia, a city in Lydia, 402. Whence fo named, 
ibid. 

Philomel, the fable of, 52 1, note. 
Phineus, a blind foothfayer, infefted with Harpyes, 510, 

note. Rid of them by Hercules, ib. 
Phocian defpair, a proverb, whence, 516. 
Phocians difcomfit the Thejfalians in feveral encounters, 515, 

& feq. Condemned by the Amphiclyon court for facrilege, 

520, & feq. 

Phocis, part # of.antient(?rar*,43i. Defcribed, 517. 
Phocus, the fon of Omytion, father of the Phocians, 517, 

the fon of JEacus, king of Mnopia, ib. 

Phaedra's inceftuous love to Hippolytus punilhed, 477, note 

Phcenice invaded by Alexander, 70. 
Phorbas, king of Argos, 448. 
Phoroncus, king of Argos, 448. 
Phororiium, a city of Argos, ib. 

Phridun, king of Perfta, according to oriental writers, 105. 
His lingular wifdom and goodnefs, 108, & feq. A remark- 
able advice of his, 109. 
Phrygia part of Proper, 322, & feq. Defcribed, 327, 

& feq. Whether JEneas reigned in it, 390, note. 
Phrygia Minor, 354, & feq. vid. Troas. 
Phrygians, their origin, antiquity, and charafler, 335, & feq. 
Government, trade, and language, 337, &feq. Religion, 
339. Kings, 347, & feq. Invaded by the Cymmerians* 
353. Subdued by the Lydians, ib. Side with the 7W- 

jans, 385. 
Phryx, a river in Phrygia^ 335. 
Phthia, part of antient Greece, 431. 

Phthiotis, part of Thejfaly, 505. Drowned in Deucalion's 
flood, ib. 

Phyleus, the fon of Augeas, banifhed for fiding with Hercules, 
557. Reftorcd by jiioij ib. & feq. Retire into Duli- 

cbium, 559. Pier fits. 
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Piereus, river in Achaia Proper^ 571. 
Pindus river, boundary of Phocis 7 518. 
PirtthouS) king of Lapitha, 505 • Delivered from the Cen- 
taurs by Hercules, ibid, & 508. The conftant companion 

of Thefeus, 476. 

Pi/a, a city m Elis, by whom founded, 555. Why de- 
ftroyed by the Eleans, ibid. 

Pifchdadian, dynafty of Perfia, described, 94. 

Pittheus, king of Troezen, famous for his (kill in expounding 
oracles, 471. Gives his daughter to JEgeus, ibid, 

Plcuron, a city of JEtolia, 410. 

Pleur onions, why called Curetes, ibid. 

Pluto, vid. Dis, 261, & alib. 

Plutonium, of Hierapolis, described, 331, note (L). 

Podarces, fon of Laomedon, vid. Priam, 381. 

Paeon, the fon of Endymion, goes into Poeonia, 556. 

Poetry, how ufed among the CWfex, 252, 254. 

Polygamy allowed by the Scythians, 299. 

Pollux, his fabulous original 545, note (L). One of the 
gonauU, 510, note. Kills Amycus, ibid. Recovers his fitter 
outoiAphidne, 546. His other exploits and note (O). 

Polydorus, the ion of Cadmus, king of Thebes, 487. 

Polymejlor, king of Arcadia, defeats the Lacedemonians, 503. 

Polynices, prince of Thebes, comes to the Argolic court, 458. 
Marries the daughter of Adrajius, 459. His war with his 
brother Eteoclcs, ibid. & fcq. Kills, and is killed by him, 
492. Buried by his filler, ibid. 

Pompus, king of Arcadia, opens a trade into his country, 

Prcstus, king of Argos, 450. His behaviour towards Bellcro- 
phon, ibid. 

Priam, king of Thwx, whence fo called, 38 r. His reign, pow- 
er, 13 c . /TvV. Progeny, ibid. 
Priapus worshipped at Lampfacus, 394. 
Priene, by whom founded, 481. 

Procles and Euryjlhenes partners in the Spartan kingdom, 
53*' 

Progne, the fable of, 521, note. 

Prophets, among the Scythians, defer ihed, 288, and note. 
Proferpine, princefs of Epirus, guarJed by Cerberus, 476. 
Protefdaus killed hy Hefior, 3R6. His tomb, 357, note (C), 
Prytanes, chief magiftrate.s of Corinth, 527. 
Prytaneum aboltflicd by The fens, 47^5. 

Prytcrnis, king of Laecdemon, wari a^ainft the Ar gives ^ 551. 
Ptolomeus, king of Thebes, 4^. 

Vol, V, 4 ff Punijlments, 
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Punijh^nts, among the Perju 
Pur-hlp of Ells famed, cc2, n 



Ore/I* 



Pyla-Cilicia defer ibed, 423. 
Pyramus, river in Cilicia, 425. 
pyrates fvvarmed in antient Greece, 435, & alib. paff. 
Pyrene, the fountain of, at Corinth, 525. 
Pyrxim, one of the havens at Athens, 464. 
Pyrrhea, Thejfaly, fo called from PyrrAtf, Deucalion's wife, 

5C4? 505- 
PyrrhuSi the fon of Achilles, 389. 

Pythian games in honour of Apollo, 506. 

Pythion, a city oi Thejfaly, ibid. 

Pythius, a Lydian immenfely rich, 407. 

Python, ferpent killed by ^<?//<?, 506, and note. 

Pythonefs, the woman who delivered the oracle at Delphi, 

436, note (Fj. Their frequent cheats and evafions, ibid. 

and 461. 



Ri/y/, ft&ffj a river in Scythia, 28 r. 
Rhamnus, a city in Attica, 465, and note (Bj# 
the fifter and wife of Saturn, 266. 
Rhcciian, a city in Phrygia Mintr, 357. 
Riches, defpifed by the Scythians, 286. 

Riphaan mountains, 279, and note. Beyond uninhabited* 

280. 

Riphat, the fon of Goiner, 279, note (B). 

Rubbers fwarmed in antient Greece, 435. 

Ramus, prince of Troy, one of the founders of Rome, 379. 

Roxana put to a cruel death by Parifatis, 25. 

it«/?rf« and his father reftore the Per/tan throne to the right 
line, 124, & feq. Made genetfaliffimo of Perfia, ibid. His 
noble exploits, iliid. & feq. Defeats the Turks, 135. Kills 
the prince of Perfia in fingle combat, 185. Betrayed by 
his treacherous brother, 191,8c feq. Murdered, 192. Re- 
marks on his romantic luftory, ibid. note. 

S. 

QAcca,itom whom defcended, 257, & feq. Why fo named, 
K ^ ibid. note. Po fiefs Arjncma, 259. Since called Titans , 

257, & note (A). 
Sacrifices among the Scythians, 291. 

Sad-dcr 
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Sad-der contains a compendium of the Xendavajla^ 175. 

Sadyattes, king of Lydia, 41 1. 

Sagillus, king of Scythia, 308. Aflifts the Amazons againft 

The feus, ibid. ' 
Salamis, by whom built, 388. 
Sangarius, river inj Phrygia, 335. 

Sardis, a city of Lydia, 401. Surrenders to Alexander, 60. 

Taken by the Cimmerians , 411. 
Sarmatians, from whom defcended 279, & 300, and note. 
Sarpedon, driven from 6Y«fc, fettles in Lycia, 419. 
Saturn, firft king of the Gf//*r, 264. Why fo called, /7>/V. 
note fG). Why furnamed Cronos, 264. Marries his fitter 



Rhea, 266. Taken prifoner, and releafed by "Jupiter, 266, 
267. Dethroned by him, 268. His death, 269. 

Saudahad, queen of Perfia, her unlawful amour with her 
fon-in-law, 128- Her wickednefs,difcovered, ibid. 

SauJius, king of Scythia > 316. Ki^ls Anacharjis for intro- 
ducing Grecian rites, ibid. 

Sauromatia, aL Sermatia, defcribed, 279,. & 282. 

Scamander, the father of Teucer, 368, and note. 

river of Troas, 259. 

Scandeloro, a city in Cilicia, 424. 

Scbolotes, Scythians, defcribed, 318, note. 

Sciron, an infamous robber, killed by Thefeus, 472, note (H). 

Scolopitus fettled in Tlicrmojciria, 303, note, 

Scyras, river in La cedemon 9 whence fo named, 537, 

Scythes, the fabulous father of the Scythians, 308. 

king of Scyihia, killed for introducing Grecian cuftoms, 

316, fef feq. 

Scythia defcribed, 278, W Uninhabited towards the north, 
280. In Europe, defcribed, 282, Esf yfy. The extent of 
both Scythias, 284. 

Scythians, whence fo called, 278. Defcribed, ibid, iff feq. 
Defcended from Magog, the fecond fon of Japhet, 230. 
Different from the Celtes or Gomerians, 229, & ^7. "J 'heir 
migrations towards the north of Afia, 233. And of Eu- 
rope, 234. Their territories defcribed, 279, U feq. 

Royal Scythians, where fituatc, 284; Their government, 
285. Laws, character, valour, &c. 286, &feq. Why mifre- 
prefented by the Greek historians, 292. How populous 
they were, 294, & feq. Their language, manufactures, 
&c. 296, 297. Difcovery of the Amazons, 302, note. 
Kings, 307, & feq. Conquer great part of Afia, 309, & 
feq. Difpoflcft of it by treachery, ibid. Their return 

$oiqg oppofgd by their flaves, 310. Overcome them by 

4 II 2 flratsgem, 
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ftratagem, ibid. Plunder the temple of Venus at Afcalon, 
309. Their punifhment, ibid. Invaded by Darius , 312. 
Meffage to that monarch, 313, and note. Their brave 
defence, ibid. & feq. Force him out of Scythia, 315. 
Betrayed by the lonians, ibid. Outwit the king of Ma- 
ce don, 317. Overthrown by him, 320. Some account of 
other Scythian tribes, 514, note. 
Scythopolis, Bethfljeam in Judea, fo called from the Scythians, 

Sebajle, a city of Cilicia, 423. 

Seleucia, in Cilicia, by whom founded, 423. A free city 
under the Romans, ibid. 

Sclinus, king of JEgialea, gives his daughter to Ion, 414. 

Serbonis, a dangerous lake between Egypt and Phcenice, 53, 

54- 

Serviere, the lake of, in high Dauphine, 244. 

Siamek, fecond king of Perfia, according to oriental writers, 

.95- 

Sicyon gives name to the kingdom, and to P eloponnefus , 571, 
443- 

the kingdom of, part of antient Greece, 431. Its an- 

tient names, fituation, &c. 441. Kings, 442. After- 
wards governed by priefts, 443. Invaded by the Hera- 
clida, ibid. 

Sidonians revolt from Perfta, 51, & feq. Betrayed by Men- 
tor, 52, & feq. Die defperate, 53. Surrender to Alex- 
ander^ 7 c. 

Signet-ring, by whom firft ufed in Perfta, 101. 
Sigeum, a city in Phrygia Minor, 357. Gives name to a 
fea, ibid. 

Simois, river defcribed, 359, & feq. 
Sipilus, a city in Phrygia^ 332. 

Sifypbus, the fuppofed founder of Corinth," 522. His punifh- 
ment in hell, ibid, note A. 
S?nemis, river in Lacedemon, 537. 
S?nyrna, a city of Lydia, 324. 

Sogdiamts murders Xerxes, 18. Mounts the Perftan throne, 
ibid. His cruel death, 19, and note (O). 

Solecifm, whence derived, 424. 

Soli, a city in Cilicia Propria, ibid. 

Solon, Athenian lawgiver, converfes with Crcefus, 414. 

Sous, king of Lacedemon, his valour and conquefts, 549, & 
feq. Inftance of his conduit, 550. 

Spain, firft inhabited by the Celtes, 239, & feq. Called ori- 
ginally Iberia, 233, note E. By whom peopled, ibid. 
Signification of its name, ibid, 

Sparta, 



i n d e xr 



Sparta, whence Fo called, 533. Defcribed, 534, & feq. 

Her kings, vid. fub Laccdcmon. Betrayed to the Hera* 

dida, 549. 
Spartans, whence fo called, 533. 
Spartus, whofe fon he was, 534. 
Stater, a beautiful Cizican coin, 393. 

Statira, the wife of Artaxerxes, her power and cruelty, 24, 

25. Poifoned by Paryfatis, 40. 
Stenobea, the wife of Prostus, her unchaftity, 450. 
Sthenelas, king of jf/gw, outed his kingdom by Danaus % 

449- 

Stymphalian birds killed by Hercules, 455, 494, note. 

&pv 9 a famous river in Arcadia, 494. 

, ah Shujban, taken by Alexander, 79, 80. 

Swine, abhorred by the Scythians, 291. 

Syavek, prince of Perfia, according to oriental writers, his 
great chaftity, 128. Accufed by his mother-in-law, and 
imprifoned by his father, ibid. Acquitted, ibid. AffaflU 
nated at Turkejlan, 129. His death revenged by Rnjlan % 
ibid. 

Sydra, a city in Cilicia Afpera, 423. 
Syennefis I. II. III. kings of Cilicia, 428. 
Symplegades, two dangerous rocks, 510, note. 
Synneda, a city in Phrygia Sa/utaris, 332. 
Sypilene, the Cybele of the Lydians, 405. 
Sypilus 9 mount in Lydia, 402. 

fyr/tf furrenders to Alexander, 69. Conquered by the /V- 
yfa//.r, according to oriental writers, 144. 



T. 



T 



invaded by the Per/inns, 46. 
Agcfilaus, ibid. Dupofed and 



r/?tf, 47. 

ourth king of Per/it 



98. 

Tanais river parts the two Scytbias, 2jg, and note. 
Tanara, a promontory in Lacedemon, di'fcribed, 535, and 

note (C). 

Tantalus, king ofSypilus in Phrygia, 387. His refentmcnf 
againft Tw, 373. Abufcs Ganymede, ibid. Subdued by 



J/fWy 377. 



INDEX. 



Tarfus,z city in Cilicia Propria,^z^bi^ By whom built, ib# 

Taken by Alexander, 63. 
Tartary, part of antient Scythia, 281. 

Tartefa in Spain, the Tytans, defeated at by Jupiter, 269, 
270. 

Taurian Scythians defcribed, 301- 

Taurus, mount in Scythia, 281. The biggeft in all Afta, 
4 X 9- 

Taygeta, daughter of Atlas, ravifhed by Jupiter, 533, note 

A. Gives name to mount Taygetus, ibid. 
Tegea, metropolis of Arcadia, 502. Orejles buried at, ibid. 

and note. The battle of, 503. 
Tegean women, their bravery, ibid. 

Tele?hon's ill ufage of Hefionc, 380? 382. Treats Laomedon's 
embafly with contempt, 380. 

Tclephus, the fon of Hercules, king of Myfta, 399. Sides 

with Priam, and is wounded by Achilles, ibid. The fable 

of him, 501 5 note I. 
Telejles, lalt king of Corinth, murdered, 527* 
Tclias, the foothfayer's ftratagem againlt the Thejfalians, 

516. 

Tcllus, the Athenian, why the happieft man, 414, and note C. 
Tchneffus, a city xnLycia, 418. Famous for foothfayers, 348. 
Temcnas, one of the Hcraclidcs made king of Argos, 463. 

Murdered, ibid. 
Tempea, the valley of, in Thejfaly, defcribed, 505. 
Temples of Greece plundered and deftroyed by Xerxes, 6. 
— '■ none among tile Scythians, 290. 
Tenedian p'ipzr, axe, and advocate, proverbs, 361, note. 
Tenedos, ifland, defcribed, 360. So called from Tennes, ibid. 

His chara&er, ibid. & fcq. & note D. 
Tennes, king of Siclon^ betrays his country, 53, Put to death, 

ibid. 

Teos, by whom founded, 481. 
Tereus, the fable of, 521, note.' 
Tefamenes, king of Thebes, 493. 

Thetis, goddefs of the fca, her ^arc for her fon Achilles, 514. 
Teucer, fuppofed the firft king of Troy, 363, & 368. 
the fon oiTclamon fettles in Cyprus, 388. 

Teucria, vide Troas, 354. 

ffeutbras, king of Myfta, 398. Father of Tecmcjfa, 399. 
Thais, an Athenian harlot, caufes J^ta^'s palace to be burnt, 

82, 83. 

Theam, wife of Antenor, chief prieftefs of Pallas, 376. 

TJ)ebaH kingdom, part of antient Greece, 431. By whom 
. t founded. 
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founded, 486, 487. Government, monarchs, &c. 488, & feq. 

Diflblution, 493. War, the caufe and fuccefs of it, 459, 

& feq. Its fatal cataftrophe, 492, & feq. 
Thebans, part of them join with the Ionians y in queft of new 

fettlements, 481. 
Thebes, capital of Bceotia, by whom founded, 486, 487- 

Why fo called, 486, note (C). Gives name to the Bcz- 

otian kingdom 483. Fortified by Amphion, 490* De- 

ftroyed by the Epigoni, 493. 
Theft, a great crime among the Scythians, 286, 
Theoclymenes, king of Lydia, 409. 
Thermodon, the famous battle of, 303, note. 
Thermopylcs, the ftraits of, vid Oeta, 484. 
Thermits* metropolis of JEtolia* defcribed. c6*. 



Panetolium, ibid. 
wfander^ king of Tfiebes. 



Why called 



Thefeus, where born, 471. His firft adventures, ibid, and 
note. Arrives at his father's court, 473. His narrow 
efcape from poifon, ibid. Quells the rebellion of Pallas, 
ibid. Sails with the unhappy vi&ims into Crete, ibid. 
Kills the Minotaur i and releafes the Athenian captives, 
474. Forgets to hang out the vi&orious flag, ibid. Suc- 
ceeds his father, ibid. New-models the government, 475* 
Divefts himfelf of the regal power to follow Hercules, 474.. 
His famous pillar on the Ifthmus, 475. Expedition againlt 
the Amazons, 476, note (K), Ste-ils Helen away, ibid. 
His dangerous attempt upon Proferpinc, ibid. Under- 
mined at Athens by Mnejiheus, 477. Repulfed by the 
Athenians, ibid. His death, ibid. Cruelty to his fon Hip- 
polytus, 477, note (M). Suppofed the founder of the Jjlh- 
mian games, 525. note (G). 

Thefpia, a city in Ba?otia y 484. 

Thcffalians, brave warriours and horfemen, 507, 508. Give 
rife to the fi&ion of the Centaurs, 507. Their go- 
vernment, 508. Kings, ibid. & feq. Drive the Boeo- 
tians out of their country, 514. Their native hatred and 
wars agrinft the Phociansj ibid. & feq. Highly rewarded 

by Alexander, 69. 
TheJJaliotis, part of antient Greece, 431. Part of anticnt 



effaly 



e/Jaly 



Whence fo called, 



504. Its divifion, fituation, &c. 505. Remarkable for 
the production of drugs and poifons, 506. Famous for 



good horfemen, oxen, &c. 507. Its government 

&c. Vide fub Thejfalians 

Tl)effalus % the fon of Gracu 



tv 
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— a nameufed by antient poets for poifonous drugs 2 5sfr.5o6. 

Theutat, one of the names of Mercury, its etymon, 274, & 
note A. 

Tbiafus 9 a river in Laccdemonia, 537. 
Tlioas, king of Corinth, 530, note M. 

river in Mtolia, vide Achclous, 561. 
Thomyris, queen of Scythia^ her encounter with Cyruf, 311, 

312. Her bloody revenge, ibid. 
TJjraJybu/us, tyrant of MUetum* his] ftratagem. to obtain a 
peace, 412. 

Thronium, metropolis of the Epichncmidian Locris, 568. 
Tmdana r a city in Laccdemonia, 537. 

Tfcjw, a feaft of Bacchus, celebrated at JE7/j, 554, Defcrib- 

ed, ibid, note D. 
Thyatira, a city in Lydia, 402. Its prefent ftate, ibid. 
Thyejles, brother of Atreus, his inceft, 456, & note K. 
Thymbra, by whom founded, 370. 

Tiribazus, Perftan general, invades Cyprus, 40. Recalled 
and difgraced, 41. Saves Artaxerxes andhisarmy, 42,43. 
Reftored, 43. Put to death for confpiracy, 48. 

Tifamencs, king of Laccdemon, routed by the Heraclida,^^. 

Tifamenus, king of Mycenia, 458. Killed in Achaia, ibid. 

Tiffapbemes's expedition againft Greece, 30. His cowar- 
dice, 31. Treachery to Agefilaus, 32. Put to death, 

34' 

Tit, the Celtic name for the earth, 264, and note F. 
Titan, brother of Saturn, contefts the crown with him, 266. 

With Jupiter, 269. 
titanic war, 269, & feq. 

Titans, antient Gomcrians, 236. Name fynonimous with 

the giants, 263, note. War againft Jupiter, 269, & 

feq. Defeated in Spain, 270. 
Titea, the jealous wife of Uranus, 265, & feq. 
Tithonus, the fon of Laomcdon, 377. His bravery, ibid. 

Serves with honour in the AJfyrian army, ibid. Made 

governor of Pcrfta, ibid. 
Tmolus, king of Lydia, 408. 
mount, 403. 

Trape%a % made the metropolis of Arcadia, 5C2. 
Trlnajfm, a fea-port in Laccdemonia, 5^5. 
Triopas, king of Avgos, 448. 
T\ •oa>, where fituate, 322. 

- called Phrygia Minor, 354. Dcfcribed, ibid. Its 

cities, livers, foil, &\\ 355, & feq. 
Troiis, AlcMindria, dcfcribed, 359. 
Iroczcn, \i\J)<rc-s % th>. feat of Piitheus, 44 c. 

Trojan 



I N D E X. 



WrfjiOt ftmgSeifa, ife:gxtfeflt> $54* Orlgiri, fete J 363. fcfcttfr 

ed with other nations, 364. Its govfet hiiient, teligioh, fcf c . 

ibid. & feq. Kings* 36^ & Ifcj. 
ii- war,* ffife tiUtfe of, 3§t; The ftfcll ehd of, 388. 

HdHfc/HdW plained* ibid, 
Tropcus, 'Jupiter, his temple built by thb Doris i 570. 
TrafhbniM BaVe ki Bte*Uxzt> defcrito?d 5 484* aitd note. 
7r^, king ofTrwj, founder of Tray, 373. His unfutcefs- 

ful war with Tantalus, 374. His progeny, ilij. Phrygia 

Minor from him called Troai, ibid. 
7r*y, by whom built, 357, 373. Defcribed, 357. Dif- 
' ftrerif hies, 3^/358* • j/^ & feq.' 1 Its walls,^ hbw and 

by Whom Btiilf^ 379,* and 3804 note. Taken and b jrnt, 

388. By whom rebuilt, 391. 
Tubal> whether he peopled Spain, 233; iipteEj & 279. 
Turk y thfe toS-SF Japhet, an' accbiiilt : of him frdm oriental 
, writers, 108, note. 

Turks, whenee iS called, 107. Their war* With Petjia, ib* 
& feq. Cofi^uefed bjr fhem* 136; 

Tjydeus's flictfcfs at Argos, 458; Marries the king's daugh- 
ter, ibid. & feq. Gains th£ t>H*e at the Neman ganies, 
459. Brdvery agalhft the Theb'ans, ibid. Wounded by 
Menalippus, 565. Eats his brains, ibid. 

Tyndareuss the father o£ Helen's oath to her fuitors, 383; 
Made iing. of Lacedimohiu by Hetcules, 544. Builds a 
temple to (Wj 546; 

Tyrasi, ri ve r fa Scythia, vide Niejler^ 283. 

Iffr*, iaken by Alexander, 70. 

the kingdom ofj fevered from ifr^i, 451. 

Tyrrhenians, whence fb called,* 4-6^ 

V. 



\7£jnk, worfhipped by the Scythians, 290. By the 7™- 
/w> 366. Her temple at Afcalon plundered, 309. Ac 
Aphrodijias a ftately building, 4.23. At Cyprus, by whom 
briilt, 501. At Sparta, by the name of Morphe, 546* 
and note M. Statiie, Why bound with chains, ibid. 

Vijla, worffitpped by the Scythians, 290. Challenged as 
their prdgdiitrixy 313. Worfhipped by all the Greeks > 

366. 

Virgins, Phrygian,- bbliged to waft in the Scarnander before 

maMagir; 36c!. Qiftofn vHiy abrogated, ibid. 

Pi/iiild^ Inter in Sarmtoiai 283, 

Vfyjfis's advehtart^ 

Vqi* V 4 I Umfritim, 



INDEX. 



Umbrians, a branch of the Gomerians 9 238. Firft inhabitants 

of Italy, ibid. & feq. 
Volga, a river in Scythia , vide Rha, 28 1 • 
Uranus , father of Saturn* fecond king of the Celtes, 263, & 

feq. Why fo called, 264. Imprifoned by his fon Saturn 9 

ibid. Breaks his heart, ibid. 
Uxians, after a gallant defence reduced by Alexander, 8o 5 & 



feq. 



w 



Theban 



Waters y mineral, of Hierapolis, expofed to air pe- 



trify, 331. 
— Thermo 



Whips, why prefented by the Mufcovite women to their huf- 

bands, 311, note. 
Wine, the invention of, afcribed to Bacchus y 487, note D. 

How, and when introduced into Perfta, 99. Mufcate of 

Tenedos famed, 362, fub fin. note D. Of Lampfacusy 395* 

Of Timolus, 403. Of Lydia, 405. 

Wolves, Neurians fabled to transform themfelves into wolvesy 
301. 

Wool, of Lao dice a, famed, 331. 

Women, efteemed great prophetefles among the (kites and 
Scythians, 302, note. Prefide in their councils, ibid. Held 
in common among fome Scythians, 301 . Of Scythia, their 



martial bravery, 293, 298. Their way of preferving their 

beauty, 300. Of Sarmatia, their martial genius, ibid. Trea» 

chery to their hufbands, 310. Punilhment, 311. 

Arcadian^ their bravery, 495. 
Tegean, defeat the Lacedemonians, 503. 



X. 



X 



Anthians, why fo called, 419. 

Xantippvs, Athenian general, defeats the Per/tans* 5, & 



feq. Conquers the Thracian Cherfonejus, j. 
Xanthus, king of Bceotia 9 * conteft with the Athenians, 480* 

river of Troas, 358. The fame with Scamander, 
359. River of Lydia defcribed, 419. 
Xenophon's noble retreat out of Perjia, 29, & feq* 
Xerxes, goes into Perjia, 6. Burns all the Grecian temples* 
ibid . Loves his brother's wife, 7. His wife's cruelty to 

that prince fs, 8. His barbarity tohii brother, 9. Is kil- 



led by Art a banus, ibid. 



II. 



I 



index: 

■j II. his fhort reign, 18. Murdered by Sogdiantts, 

ibid. 

Xuthus, grandfon of Deucalion, banifhed out of Theffaly^i. 
Adjudges the Athenian crown to Cecrops, ibid. Settles in 
Achaia, ibid. 

Jtyftos, or Olympic ftadium, of BEs 9 defcribed, 553, note. 

Y. 



^7£men 9 the king of, his war with Keykaus, king of Perfta^ 

127. 

Tezdan, the fame with Tezad> fome account of him, 156, 
and note* 



*~t A B 9 Zoub, or Bazab, king of Perfia, 118. Remits of 
his prerogotive to make his people eafy, ibid. 

Zacyntbus, peoples the ifland of that name, 372. 

Zal-zer, the father of Rujlan, his hiftory, 113. Recovers- 
the Per/tan crown from the Turks, 117, 118. Taken 
prifoner by the king of Perfia, 1 gi. 

Zambia, north part of antient Scythia, 281. Unknown to 
the antients, ibid. 

Zende-va/ia^ the book of, 176, and note O. 

Zethus, Theban tyrant, his only fon killed by his own mother^ 
490. Dies of grief, ibid. 

Zeuxippus, laft king of Sicyon, 443. 

Zoak, tyrant of Perjia, vide Dehoc, 102. 

Zoroafter, ah Zerdujht, his life, dodtrine, and chara&er, ac- 
cording to oriental writers, 151, & feq. Said ro have 
been brought up under one of the prophets, 156, 157. Con- 
verts the king of Perjia, 168, & feq. His miracles, ibid. 
Religion, 171, & feq. Liturgy, 173. Laws and writings, 
174, & feq. Foretold the coming of ths Me ([tab y 177. His 
death, 181. 

Zoub, king of Perfia, vide Zab, u3* 
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Urdverfal Hiftory. 

FROM THE. 

Earlieft Account of Time to the prefent. 

CHAP. XVIII. 

The Hiftory of the Athenians. 

S E C T. I. 

Of the ft ate 0/ Athens, from the ejlablifhing annual 

Archons to the Achasan league. 

* 

THE Athenians acquired that mighty renown which 
rendered them the moft glorious nation in Greece* 
when Greece was in her greateft glory, and which 
makes the Athenian name venerable, even in thefe diftant 
times, under a democratic government, of the beginning 
of which we are now to treat. Though Athens* as we have 
already fhewn, was in antient times, as indeed moft nations 
were, governed by kings, yet thofe kings were far from be- 
ing abfolut'e. The belt of them prefcribed bounds to them- 
felves, and the people prefcribed bounds to the worft. For 
the Athenians were always friends to liberty, and referved, 
even in the days of Tbefeus> fuch an authority in their. hands, 
as engaged Homer to difference them from the .other nation^ 
of Greece \ The glorious death of Codrus* whp j^crificed 
himfelf for his jubjedts, and his fons difputing the fucceffion, 
fyrnifhed the Athenians with a pretence for ridding themfclves 
of kings. ' It was improbable, they faid, that ever they fhould 
have fo good a prince as GV/w, and to prevent their having 

' : " 1 Iliad, lib. "v. 

* * 

Vol,. ,VT. A a worfe, 



2 The Hijlory of the Athenians/ Book I. 

a worfe, they could have no king but Jupiter b. However, 
that they might not feem ungrateful to his family, they made 
his Ton Medon their fupreme magiftrate, with the tide of 
Archon ; they afterwards rendered that office decennial? but 
continued it ftill in that family. The extin&ion of the Me- 
dontida at Lift left fchem without reftraint, upon -which they 
not only made this office annual? but created nine Archons* ; 
by the latter invention they provided againft the too gr6at 
power'of a fmg)e perfon, as by the former expedient they 
took away all apprehenfion of their Archon 9 s having time to 
ell.iblifh an optimacy? and fo change the conftitution. In 
one word, they attained now what they had long fought, the 
making their fupreme magiftrates dependent on the people. 

That thefe magiflrates might, however, retain as much 
authority and dignity as might be fufficient to preferve the 
orJcr and peace of the commonwealth, they had high titles 
and great honours annexed to their offices. The firjl was 
ftilcd by way of eminence The Archon? and the year was dif- 
tingyifbed by his name. The fecund was called Bafileui? i. e. 
king* He too had his peculiar function and his particular 
tribunal. The third had the name of Polemarchos? war was 
his province efpecially, though he had the dire&ion of many 
things befides military affairs. The other fix had the title 
cf Thtfrnothetes^ common to them all, and were looked on as 
the guardians of their laws and confervators of the conftitu- 
tion. We fhall fpeak of all thefe officers, diftindly in their 
proper place ; at prefent we intend only to give a general 
idea of that form of government which took place on the 
abolition' of the decennial magiftracv in Athens. As to the 
reafons on which the names of the three firft magiflrates and 
their difiih<9: officers' were founded, they are varioully, and 
riot very clearly, reported. It may be, their chief end 
to transfer that reverence which the common people had 
for their old magiflrates to thefe new ones, by leaving the 
latter' as much of the exterior, pomp of the former, as was 
confident with the endg for whtch this change was made : 
As the Romans allowed their cbnfuls to have fafces carried 
before' them, and bore with the word Hex? when it implied 
tto more thtyi a fupreme facri/rcer. This change happened 
at A^ens in the twenty fourth Olympiad? hui in vyhat year of 
that Olympiad is not well fettled. Creon was. the firft of the 
new ArckonS) and the names of his fucceflbrs, at leaft fuch 

of thetp as are recorded in hiftory, the reader will find in the 

* " 1 

l> Scho!. in nub. Ariitof hah. c Diohys. Halicarn. 

Antiq. Rom. lib. i. Evsbb, Chron. Pausan. 

following 
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following table, which alfo fhews the years in which they 
bore that office (A). 

An 



(A) The Athenian hiftory takes up fo great a part rif thofc vo- 
lumes which are left us of the ancient writers of Greece* that 
though little has been faid by them in a regular mariner of the 
form of that republic, and the power of its magiftrates ; yet the 
induftry of fuch of the learned as have laboured in this way, and, 
by collecting the /battered pzffkges of Grecian writers, have 
formed treaties of the Athenian government under its feveral mu- 
tations, have given us fuch lights on this important fubjeft, that 
it would be unpardonable in us not to fet it clearly and diftimftly 
before our readers. But previous thereto, it will be neceffary to 
give fome account of thofe laft mentioned authors, that if fuch as 
jperufe this work fhould be defirous of entering more deeply into 
the Athenian polity, than the. conftru&ion of this hiftory wi 1 per- 
mit us to do, they may not be' at a lofs for guides. William Po/- 
Ul % who flourifhed in the fifteenth and fixteefcth centuries, and 
was . defervedly famous ' for his extenfive learning, hath written a 
very curious treatife of the Athenian republic, confiding of thirty five 
chapters, wherein he handles concifely the functions of the Athenian 
magiftrates, the rights of the people, and the dependency of the fe- 
veral parts of the Attic constitution on each other (i \ But if the luc- 
cinftnefs of Poftel leaves any doubt on the minds of his readers, Si- 
gonitis' 1 s four books, with his fcheme of the Athenian h ilory, will fuf- 
ficiently fupply it. Sigonius was a man of much reading, vaft diligence, 
and had a mighty affedlion for this kind of writing, as appears 
from the many other works of the fame kind which he compofed 
(2\ This excellent perfon was a profeflbr in the univerliry of 
Modena, and, by that time he was twenty years of age, had ac- 
quired fuch a ftupendous knowledge in hiiiory and politics, as ren- 
dered him the wonder of all who knew him. As Sigonius ?x f iled 
Poftel, fo Sigonius himfeif hath been tranfeended by Ubbo Em n u< 9 
reftor of the Univerfity of Groningen t who, having reloKeJ i.^on 
a work of the fame nature, made his defcription extend not only 
to the Athenian, but to all the republics of Greece, and ordered ic 
fo, that this defcription made but one third part of his wo»k, 
the two former parts containing an exafi defcription of ancient 
Greece, and a regular hiftory of its inhabitants, collected in the 
words moftly of original writers '3). If to rhefe we add the al- 
moft numberlefs treatifes of the very learned Meurjius on every part 
of the Athenian government (4), there can no queftion be made, 
but that this point may be as thoroughly underftood as any thing 
of the fame nature can be. But as things are never perfect at 

(l.) Trail at us de Republic is fi<ve Magijl rat Urns Atbcnienjinm* 
(2) De Republic* Atteuien/sum, Venetiis 156c, Bv. (\) Vetus 
Gr*cim Opus diftinclum in Tomos tres. f 4) Themis Attica \ G- 

gropia, LtiliMi Attic, & c, 

( A z firft, 
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Book I. 



An exa& Ta ble of fuch of the annual archoas of Athens 



A. a. Ch. 



684 Creon 



683 
682 



T/eJias 
Lyfias 



670 Anto/ihenes 

663 Archimedes 

658 Miltiades 

645 Dropis 

639 Damajias I. 

634 Ep&rtctus 

623 Draco 

608 Arijloclcs 

599 Megades 
598 Phifpmbrotus 
597 Stf/tf/j 

596 Dropidcs 

591 Eucrates 
590 

582 Da?mfuis II. 
576 Archejlratides 
569 Aujhnicncs 



as are mentioned in hiftory. 



xxiv. 
1 

2 

.3 

XXVII. 

.3 

XXIX. 



XXX. 

.3 

XXXI11. 

4 

XXXV. 
2 

xxxvi. 

.3 

XXXIX. 
2 

xliii. 

4 
xlv. 



3 

'4 
xlvi. 

1 

xlvii. 
2 

3 

xlix. 

3 
Ji. 

1 

Jii. 
4 



C/;. 


Olymp. 


1 


liv. 


561 Hippoclides 


• 4 




lv. 


560 Comias 


1 


559 Hegejlratus 


2 


* * 


552 Eutbydemus 


2 




Iviu. 


547 Euxicltdes 


2 




lix. 


543 Alcaus 


2 


Ixi I. 


532 Heracitdes 


I 


Ixi V. 


523 Miltiades 


2 


1 • # • 

IXVlll . 


IJagoras 


# 

tncert. 


1 


Ixix. 


Acejlorides 


incert. 


JXX. 


Myrus 


• 

tncert. 


Jxxi. 


406 Hyparchus 

• 7 /J 


2 


495 Philippus 


3 


494 lbemtjtoclcs 


4 




iXXll. 


492 Viognetus 


2 


491 Hybr Hides 


3 


490 Phcenippus 


4 




Ixxiii. 


488 Ari/iidcs 


1 


487 Anchifes 


2 


486 Acra tides 


3 



firft, fo we held it more rcafonablc ro refer the particular account 
of the power of the archons, and the conftrticlion of the Athenian 
democracy to its fettlement by than to perplex the reader 

with anticipations or repetitions. 
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Olymp. 
Ixxiv. 



.484 Leojlratus 


1 


483 Nicodemus 


2 


4.82 Abhebhon 




Ixxv. 


aRo Callias aui & 


> I 


KjulliCdcfCo 




A JTflTttllf'h'hllt 




a 7 8 Thno/lhenes 




477 Adimanthus 


• 


* 


Iyvvk 


AO 6 Phtsdon 


I 


475 Dromoclides 




a. 7 j. Ace do rides 


1 
0 


473 Menon 




Iyyvii 

1AA till 


a 7 2 Chares 


T 


>! *7 r Praxterfftts 




J 


469 Phadon 




I vw til 




T 


4.67 Lvfiliratus 


2 


4.66 Lvlanias 


•7 


465 Ly fifth eus 


4. 


Ixxix. 


a fs 4 A ^rrhi denudes 


1 


4.6? Tletolemus 


2 


4.6? Conon 




461 Euippus 


4. 


IvYY 
JAAA 


4.60 Phaci elides 


I 


4.<q Philocles 


2 


4.c8 




457 Mnefttides 


4. 

T 


lyxxi. 

i AAA 1 » 


A.z6 Callias 


I 


ifp .9^ ft lira tus 


2 


4.C4 Art Ron 


-2 
•J 


453 Lyjicrates 


4 


Ixxxii. 


452 Chccrephanes 


1 


451 Antidotus 


2 


450 Entydtms 


3 



449 



Olymp. 

4 

Ixxxiii. 



3 

4 



Ixxxiv 




2 

3 

lxxxv. 



448 Philifcus 
447 Timar chides 

446 Callimacbus 
445 Simachides qui & 

Lyftrnacbides 

444 Praxiteles 

443 Lyfanias 
442 Diphilus 

441 Timocles 

440 My rich ides five 

Marichidas 
439 Glaucis 

438 Theodorus 

437 Euthyrnenes 4 

Ixxxvi. 

436 Naufimachus qu 

Lyfimachus 
435. Antichides 
434 Char is 
433 dpfendes 




1 

3 




432 Pythodorus 
431 Euthydemus 
430 Apollodorus 
429 Epamion 

428 Diotimus 
427 Euclides 
426 Scytodorus qui & 

Euthydemus 
425 Stratoclesy 

424 Ifarchus 
423 A mini as 
422 Alcivus 
421 //r/tfa <p/ ^3? 

Arijlion 



3 
4 

lxxxvii. 



3 

lxxxvii i. 



r 

2 

3 



.4 

lxxxix. 




420 Arijhphilns qui 



3 
4 



xc. 

420 




Ajiyphilus 



419 
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419 Archias 
418 Antipbon 
417 Euphemus 



Olymp. 



416 

4*5 

4*4 
413 



Arijlomnejlus 
Chqbrias 

Py fonder 

Cleocritus 



412 Callias 



4ii 

410 

409 



Theopompus 
Glaucippus 
Diodes 



408 Euttemon 
407 Antigencs 
406 Callias 
405 Alexias 



404 

403 

402 



Pythodnrus 

Euclides 

Micio 



4O1 Xenetetus qui & 

Epenetus 

Laches 

Ariftocrates 
Itycles 

Lyfiades 

Phormio . 

Diophantus 
Eubulides 

Arches qui if 

Dcmojlratus 



400 

299 

398 

397 

39 6 
395 
394 
393 



392 Philocks 
391 Nicoteies 
390 Demojlratus 
389 Antipater 



3 
4 

xci. 

1 

2 

3 
4 

xcii. 



2 

3 
4 

xcni. 



3 
4 

xciv. 




3 
4 



xcv. 



2 

3 
4 

xcvi. 

I 

2 




4 



XCV11. 



388 
387 



Pyrrhio qui & 

Pyrghion 
Theodotus 



2 
3 

4 

xcvui. 



• • » 




386 Myjlicbidcs 



2 
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385 Dexiteus 

384 Diotrephes 
383 Phenojlratus 
382 Menander qu 

Evander 

381 Demophilas 

380 Pytheas 
379 M 



Book L 

Olymp. 

.4 
xcix. 



Naufinicus 
377 Callias 

376 Chariander 
75 Hippodamus 



2 374 Socratides 



AJl, 

372 Arijlhenes five 

Alcijlhenes 

371 Phr a ft elides 

370 Dyfnicetus 
369 Lyfijlratus 

368 Naufu genes 
367 Polyzelus 
366 Cephifodor us 
365 CA/0» 



364 Timocrates 
363 Charidides 



Molon 



3 361 Nicophcmus 



360 Colli me des 

359 Euchariflii 

358 Cepbifodor. 

357 Agat bodes 




3 

4 
c. 



3 

4 
ci. 

1 

2 

3 
4 

cii. 




2 

3 

4 
cm. 

I 

3 

.4 
civ. 

1 

2 

3 

4 
cv. 



2 

3 
4 

cvi. 



356 Elpines feu Elpinias 1 
355 Callijlratus 2 
354 Diotimus 

353 Eudemus 



3 I 35 2 Arifiomedes 



3 

4 
cvii. 

J 

3$i 



Chap. 18. 
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Tk \Hifiory < of the Athenians Book I. 

s ' 

As we are obliged to gather the hiftory of Athens at the 
entrance of this period from fuGh paflages in far later hifto- 
xians, as have a retrofpeflive view thereto, the reader cannot 
expe& that it fbould be very exa&ly conne&ed. He will fee 
from the foregoing table, that the names of many of the 
archons are loft ; and of feveral which remain, we knownpr 
thing more, than that they were archons in' fuch a year, 
which is frequently difcovered from writers of other nations, 
who, for the better fettling the fads of which they wrote, 
referred them to the years in which fuch and fuch perfons 
were arefhons ; becaufe antiently the Athenian ftory was bet- 
ter known than that of any other people, and therefore farved 
the purpofe* of hiftorians in thisrefpeft perfe&ly well. If 
the people laboured for power in Athens, the nobility were 
likewife defirous of preferving it to themfelves, and tho' they 
frequently found it neceflary to give way to popufefliumours, 
yet they generally fell upon expedients, which in- the end 
defeated the defigns of the people, and hipdred them from 
attaining that meafure of authority they fought. The ar- 
chons were from the beginning of the democracy chofen by 
the people, but they were chofen out of the nobility, and they 
liill retained one privilege of the antient magistrates, which 
very probably bore hard upon the people, viz. thaf of decid- 
ing all caufes that came before them, according to their o?vn 
hotions of right or wrong ; for as yet the Athenians had no 
written laws, but every magiftrate a&ed according to the 
principles of natural equity 

The more populous the city grew, and the greater wealth 
its citizens acquired, the lefs eafily were they governed. 
Merchants from Syria and Egypt very probably gave them 
firft to underftand the expediency of written laws, whicK 
might ferve to rule the magiftrates as well as the people. 
This once inculcated, the Athenians would not be $X rjeft 
without them ; the fame fpirit, which had compelled former 
alterations in government, made it neceflary nowy thpt laws 
ifhould be compiled, and therefore the nobility pitched upon 
Draco to undertake this arduous employment (B). 

Draco 



* 



a Sum as; in Ap«M>. 



(B) When it h faid, thzt-Draco firft gave laws'to the Athenians, 
it muft be underftood in an extenfxve fenfe, for otHerwife it is cer- 
tain, that Ceres was the firft who' tkught the Athenians ttr^ead a 
focial life, and to become fubjeft to the. wifeft amongft tfccm, *haj: 
vheir wifdom might be .made generally beneficial. It io commonly 

. , believed 



i 
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Draco was archon in the fecond, though fome fay in .the Year of 
Iaft> year of the thirty ninth olympiad^ when it is fuppofed the Flood 
he publifhed his laws. Though the nam,e of this great man 2376. 
occurs frequently in hiftory, yet we no 'where find fo rnuch ^f or £ 
as ten lines together relating to him and his inftitutions, jr r ' * 
which is certainly the reafon that the colleftors of Greek hif-^ ^ 
toryhave written fo ifuperflcially.. about them. .We cannot 
pretend to fupply their deficiencies j but, from the. fcatterqd 
fragments relating to. him, we will give the reader the beft 
account of him and his laws that we can. He was without 

1 v 

doubt a man noble by birth, and endued with high qualificati- 
ons. He was learned, virtuous, and a true lover of his 
country, but at the fame time fevere in his temper, and ex- 
tremely rigid in the rules which he laid down for the govern- 
ment of Athens e . He efteemed the taking away of life fo 
high a crime, that, to imprint a deep . abhorrence thereof 
in the minds of men, he ordained x that procefs fhould be 
carried 6i\ evien .againfl: inanimate things, if they had acci- 
dentally caufed the death of any perfon. So that for in- 
itancc, a ftatue, which had/alien upon arid killed a man, was. 
baniflied, it being rendered criminal for any one to keep it 
in Attica f . Happy had it been for himfelf and for his coun- 
try, if the fame fpirit of humanity had reigned throughout 
his mftitutibris ; but fo it was, that he puniflied all things 
with death, even indolence ; and the taking of an apple was. 
as fe verely pijriilhed as facrilege, for which, he himfelf affigned. 
this reafon 5 Small faults feem to me worthy of deaths and for 
the moji flagrant offences I can find no higher puni/bment 

e A. Gellius. Noft. Attic, lib. ii. c. 18. Tatian. Orat. 
cont. Grascos. Clem. Strom. 1. i. f Pa us an. Attic. 8 Px.tr-" 
tarch. iii vita Solon. 

believed, thatGrw gave thefe laws by her favourite Trtptokmus, 
and We are farther told what thofe laws were, the whole body of 
them being comprized in one line ; Honour your parents ; Worfiip 
the gods \ Hurt not animals (J).' Thefe precepts were retained 

likewife by Draco, and made the very foundation of his inftitutions, 
yet nbtwithftanding all this, he was, in the fenfe we ufualJy take 
the word, the legiflator of the Athenians , fince he firft retrained 
the magiftrates from pronouncing arbitrary judgments, and declared 
what 'attibris, were criminal, and in what manner fuch as committed 
them flioulcfbe puniflied. 

(5) Po>plyr. de abftinentia* 

Vol. VT, i B The 
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The care of executing thefe laws, he intrufted chiefly with 
the Epbeta, a court we have heretofore mentioned, which 
he took upon him to reform in many refpe&s, whence he is 
hy fome faid to have inftituted it, but that is a miftake. He 
did indeed make it fuperior to the Areopagus , to which it was 
before inferior, and Solon, reftoring tlie precedency of the 
laft-mentioned court, has been by a like miftake reported to 
be the inftitutor thereof K Draco was far in years when he 
gave laws to Athens ; fome have been of opinion, that he bor- 
rowed moft of his principles from the books of the Phoeni- 
cians, but this can hardly te proved 1 ; certain it is, that his 
inflitutions were not filled Nomoi, but Ttiefmoi, i. e. not 
laws, but fanclions, as \f they proceeded from more than 
human wifdom k ; but this did not hinder their falling into 
diflifee with the Athenians^ even in his life-time ; and as' their 
diflike was always fatal, he was obliged to retire from Athens, 
from whence he went to the ifland of Mgina, where he was 
received with the higheft refpeft \ but the favour of the inha- 
bitants of that country proved more fatal to him than the 
hatred of the Athenians. For coming one day into the the- 
atre, the audience, to fhew their regard for him, threw, as 
the cuftom of that age was, their bonnets and cloaks upon 
him, and the multitude of thefe being very great, they ffefled 
the old man, who was too weak to difengage himfelf from 
that load their inconfiderate Jcindnefs cgft over him C Arif- 
totle tells us, that tierodicus was wont' to fay, That his in- 
fiitutions feemed rather to have come from a dragon than a 
Man, alluding to his name % and Demades rendered himfelf 
famous by obferving, thatDvaco's kw$ were not written with 
ink, but blood n . li may be the violence of the age in lyhjch 
he lived, and the natural turbulency of the Athenian people, 
made that legiflator have recourfe to fo harlh a method ; for 
that he was not of altogether fo favage a temper, as he is, ge- 
nerally reprefented, may be probably- conje^ured from thofe 
fragments of his laws which are yet undevoured by time, 
and from the knowledge we have of his being ftrongly in-* 
dined to poetry, a ftudy feldpm agreeable to cruel rtiinds°(C). 

Nothing 

i 

k Potter's Archsolog* Vol. I. p. 102. 1 Joseph, cojtr. 
Apion. 11 Minn. hfft. var. 1. vine. \o. • 1 HfisYCH.de 
Jlluft. Philof. » Rhet. I. ii. c. 23. " Plutarch, in vitf 

Solon. o Vid. Note C. . 



(C) AriJIotle fpealcs very flighty of Draco's laws, H$ Jajftttar 
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Nothing confiderablc happened at Athens from the time Year 
of Draco's archonfhip, till that republic engaged Herfelf in a tlie Flood, 
war with the Mityleneans about the city of Sigeium* which [ 2393;. 
was feated nfcar the mouth of the river Scamander ; the Athe- J ea * Mfc * 
nian army was commanded by Phrynon, a perfon equally™*"^ 1 ™ 
remarkable, for the comelinefs of his form and the generofity 
of his mind. The Mityleneans were commanded in chief by 
Pittacus, one of the famous fages of Greece ; as thefe com- 
ipanders looked on the honour of their feveral countries to 
be engaged in this faufinefs, they exerted their utmoft abili- 
ties with equal fuccefs. At laft thefe chiefs met in fingle 
combat, wherein Phrynon depended on his valour only, but 
Pittacus made ufe of craft ; for concealing behind his fhield 
a net, he therewith fuddenly entangled Phrynon, and eafily 
flew him ; but this not putting an end to the war, Perian- 
der, tyrant of Corinth, interpofed, and both parties having 
fubmitted the difpute to his arbitration, he decreed, that $/- 
geium fhould belong to the Athenians. This happened in the 
third year of the forty third olympiad p (D). 

About 

p Poly jen. Stratag. lib. i. c. 25. Plutarch, de Malign. 
Herodot. 

had nothing extraordinary in them except their cruelty (6), which 
expreffion, as I apprehend, hath given occafion to the cenfures of 
many other authors. With refpeft to Draco's laws, what frag- 
ments ftill remain put it not in our power to decide either for him 
or againft him. Porphyry hath pteferved a part of one of his laws, 
which runs thu3 : It is an everlafting law in Attica, that the gods 
are to be worfhipped, and the heroes alfo, according to the cuf- 
toms of our anceftors and in private only, with good words, firil- 
frnits, and annuallibations (7). This feems to have been a com- 
mentary on Tripiolemus 1 s Jaws, and is declarative only of the man- 
ner in which the gods and heroes ought to be worshipped. He- 
fychius (8) mentions a law, whereby a perfon, eafing himfelf in the 
temple at Apollo, was adjudged to fuffer death. It is highly like- 
ly, that, amidft the difturbances which made laws neceffary, Draco 
faw, or at leaft thought he faw, aneceffity of punifliing very fe- 
verely, fince the licentioufnefs of the people was grown to fuch a 
pitch, that nothing but h^rih meafures could force them within their 
former bounds. After all, the extravagant ieverity of his Tbefmoi or 
Santliotis, like an edge too finely ground, hinderea thejn from link- 
ing deep, fp that by degrees they grew into diffuetude, fo that the 
commonwealth flood more in need of new laws, than ever flic flood 
in need of Draco**. 



1 

(D) The war between' the Mityleneans and the Abem'ant about 



{6).'M. Polii. lib. xu c. io. 
4it. TbjfXili leg. M, & Rem. 



(7) Di Abflinent \ 



(8) Af. 
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Year after About feven years after this war was ended, Athens was 
the Flood, torn by civil diflentions ; Cylon* a man of a moft ancient fa- 
^°°7 mily, fon-in-law to Theagenes tyrant of Megara* whofe affa- 
f Oh'fr ^ e behaviour had gained him many friends, and whofe great, 
ore toJttjj^g p rocure d him . many dependants, formed in his own 

^j\/«\jmind a- defign pf feizing the fupreme, power ; this he com- 
municated to fuch as he thought were fit to be trufted with 
io important a fecret, and they concurring with him in his 
undertaking, it was agreed to confuk the oracle of Apollo* 
when would be the fitteit time for them to put this defign in 
execution. T he oracle anfwered, When the citizens were 
employed in celebrating the higheft feajl to Jupiter. Cylon 
and his allbciates waited therefore for the forty fifth olympiad, 
and when many of the citizens were gone to the Olympic 
games,, the confpirators made themfelves mafters of *the ci- 
tadel. Megacles* who was at that time archon, with his 
eight afibciates and the whole power of Athens ■, immediately 
befieged them therein, and Cylon and his party found them- 
felves fo exceedingly diftreffed, efpecially for provifions and 
wrter, that they knew not what to do. Their chief and his 
brother found means to make their efcape, but the meaner 
fort were left tofhift for themfelves In this extremity they 
fled to the temple of Minerva* and took fan&uary therein ; 
Megades perfuaded them with much ado to come down from 
thence, and to put themfelves upon their country; when 
they allented to this, they tied a cord to the image of the 
goddefs, and carried; the clew with them,, to demonflrate 

i 

. 3 Herodpt.1. v. Thucyd. lib. i. 

r 

the city of Sigeium hatfi coftthe learned a good deal of trouble. 
Herodotus doth not fay any thing of Pittactts in the account he gives 
us of this bufineft ; but Plutarch alledges thjs as one inftance of his 
malignity, and the little inclination he had to do any but the Athe- 
nians juftice (g). But then Plutarch, in commending exceffively 
Pittacus's enfnaring Phrynon, feems to fpeak him a little prejudiced 
on that fide, ar leall as the rules of honour are now fettled. Po- 
Jj<*nus>te\h thisftory without making any farther comment thereon, 
than that Pittacus was undoubtedly the firft inventer of the art of 
net-fighting (io% which was afterwards common among the Ro- 
mans in their fliews, but with this difference from Pittacus' % be • 
Jiaviour, that the Retiarius fought open)y with his net and his dag- 
ger, whereas Phrynon thought nothing of a net till he found himfeif 
intangled in it. 

; (()) Plutarch, di malign. Hero Jot. (io) Polyan. Stratag. 

lib. l[c. 28. ' 

that 
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that they were ftill under fan&uary; but unfortunately, as 
they palled the temple of the furies, the line fnapt of itfelf, 
and Megacles and his officers, conftruiiig this into a renuncia- 
tion by the goddefs, fell upon them without mercy, and put 
them to death as faft as they could : fuch as were without the 
temple were immediately difpatched ; fuch as retired thither 
again were killed at the feet of the altars. In a word, none 
efcapcd but fuch as bribed the wives of the officers of juftice. 
But this did not put an end to the fedition ; the remains of 
Cylon's faclion created great disturbances, not by pretending 
to domineer over their countrymen, but by infinuating, that 
the violation of Minerva s fancluary had drawn down the 
anger of heaven, of which all the crofles that happened to the 
republic were cited as indubitable proofs. Thefe difcourfes 
had fuch an efreft, that Megacles and his officers were ftiled 
execrable., and held to be perfons under the peculiar difpleafure 
of the gods r . What happened in confequence of this, we 
fhall fliortly fee: In the mean time let us obferve, that the 
oracle of Apollo juftified itfelf, by declaring that Cylon and 
his adherents miftook the fealt ; that intended by the oracle 
being the Diafta held in Athens to die honour of Jupiter, and 
not the Olympic games f (E). 

While 



r Plutarch, in vita Solon. f Dacier. in Plutarch, ubi 
fupra. 

(E There was for a long time after the democracy took place 
a flrong party againft it, who left no mcafurcs untried in order if 
poffible to reftore their antient form of government. Cylon, as a 
man of quality, repined at the fudden change of the magistrate's, 
and at the thoughts of afking that as a favour which he apprehend- 
ed to be due to him as hia birth-right. The defign of feizing the 
citadel, if it had fucceeded, would in all probability have ended the 
difpute in his favour, but the number he drew together, proving 
far inferior to thofe who were under the direction of the archons, 
obliged him to aft otherwife than he expected, and to endure a 
fiege where he hoped to make a conqueft ( 1 1 ). In the citadel 
there were two temples to Minerva, that feated in the middle was 
ftiled Parthenion % alluding to her conftant prefervation of her virgi- 
nity : It was afterwards burnt by the Perjians, but repaired by Pe- 
ricles with fuch fkill as well as magnificence, that the remains there- 
of are to this day admirable, and fhew it to have been one of the 
fined: ftruflures in the world (12). As to the proceeding againft 
Cylon s confederates, it was .againft the common cuftom of Greece^ 

(tl) Hero dot. Thucyd. Plutarch, in <v;t. Scion's. (12 Ceaa* 

pia. Wheeler's Voyages. 

and 
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WhiItE Athens was in this confufion the Megarenjians at- 
tacked Nifaa, and, having taken it, afterwards drove the 
Athenians out of Salami >, which the latter endeavoured to 



recover, but in vain, for the Megarenjians, continually i 
torious, cut off fuch numbers of them, that at Jaft, < 
pairing of fuccefs and afflicted with the mighty lofs they had 
ceived, the Athenians made a law, that it fhould be capital 
for any one to propofe to attempt the recovery of Salami s c . 
About this time alfo the city was exceedingly difturbed with 
fuperftitious fears and frightful appearances, this moved therri 
to confult the Delphic oracle, and the anfwer they received 
was, that the city muft be expiated. Upon this Nicias was 
fent to Crete to bring from thence Epimenides the Phaftian y 
who was reputed a holy man, beloved of the gods, and one 
who had deep fkill in the myfteries of religion. He coming to 
Athens took fome fheep that were all black, and others that 
Were all white $ thefe he led into the Areopagus, and turning 
them loofe there, dire&ed certain perfons to follow them, 
who fhould mark where they couched, and there facrifice them 
to the local deity. This being done, altars were ere&ed in 
all thefe places to perpetuate the memory of this folemn expi- 
ation. Epimenides directed alfo many temples and chapels to 
be ere&ed without the city, two of which have been particu- 
larly noted, viz. the chapel of Contumely, and the chapel of 
impudence. He is reported to have looked willfully on the 
port of Munychia for a long time, and afterwards to have faid 
to thofe who were near him, How blind is man to future things^ 
for did the Athenians forefee what mi/chief will one day be de- 
rived to. them from that place, they would eat it with their teeth u . 
This predi&ion was fulfilled two hundred and feventy years 
after, when Antipater conftrained the Athenians to admit his 
giirrifon into that place. During his ftay at Athens he became 
intimately acquainted with Solon, who was already taken no- 
tice of for his (hining parts and admirable moderation. As 
for Epimenides, the Athenians were highly fatisfied with what 
he did for them, and, in token of their gratitude, offered him 

t Plutarch, ubi fopra. "Diogbn. Lahrtius. in vita 
Epimen. 

and might very w ell alarm a nation fo prone to fuperftition as tht 
Athenians were ; for though they had the quickeft wits of all tht 
inhabitants of Greece, yet in thefe refpetta they were more fcru- 
pulous than any oti^'f people, as we fhall fee in the fequel of th« 
hiftory, when wc come to fpeak of the ordinances relating to their 

religion. 



prefern^ 
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prefents of great value and confiderable honours ; but he re- 
quefted only a branch of the facred olive, and this being given 
him, he returned well-fatisfied to Crete * (F). 

It 

* Pt uta rch. in vita Solon. 



(F) This Ep'menides was a very extraordinary perfon, as we Jhall 
have occafion to fhew in the hiftory of Crete. Here we have no- 
thing to fay of him farther, than what relates to luflrating or clean- 
ing cities : Diogenes Laertius tells us, that he was the inventer of 
this art, or rather that he was the firft that luftrated houfes or fields, 
which, if fpoken of Greece, may be true ; for Mofes had long be- 
fore taught fomething of this nature to the Jews. This was prac- 
tifed on the great day of atonement, which might very well be cal- 
led the annual luftration of Ifrael. Upon that day the pried took 
for himfelf a young bullock, and for the people two goats ; the bul- 
lock the prieft offered for himfelf : then he caft lots upon the goats, 
one was called the goat of Jehovah and was offered ; the other Axa- 
zel, or as we tranflate it, the fcape-goat ; the latter was prefented 
alfo before the altar of God, and the prieft, laying his hands upon 
him, confefTed all the iniquities of the children of Ifrael and aft 
their tranfgreffions, which Mofes calls putting them upon the head 
of the goat, which was then fent away into the wildernefs, becaufe 

he lore upon him all their iniquities unto a land of feparation (13). The 

reader will eafily fee that we have given this account of the fcape- 
goat here, that he might apply it to what is faid of Epimenides's 
method of cleanfing the city of Athens , which has a vifible refemblance 
thereto, and was in all probability copied theretrom, or from the 
cuftom of fome other eaftern nation, which originally borrowed it 
fipm the Hebrews. There were, however, other ceremonies prac- 
ticed for the fame purpofe. Tzetzes in his poetical chronicle has 
given us a very remarkable account of the manner in which Iuftrati- 
ons were made, their caufes, and effe&s. 



Thus was in antient times luftration made : 
When'any city groan'd beneath the weight 
Of famine, plague, or worfe calamity, 
Forthwith a grateful viftim was prepared, 
"Which at the holy altar when they'd plac'd, 
They call upon the pile^ cheefe, cakes, and figs j 
Then linking quick feven times its genitals 
Wtkfea-leeks, and wild-figs, and other fruits, 
Rude nature^ produfl without help of art, 
Burn it with wood cut from unplanted trees; 
Next towards the^ind thefportive alhes ca4t 
Upon the fea ; thus they the dreadful ills, 
With which the city laboured, drove away (1 4). 

(fj) \ Leviticus *vi. (4^ Tzetea, Chi/. WJL v. c. xmu 

As 
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It was about this time that Solon, whom we before menti- 
oned, began to fliew himfelf to his countrymen, and to dif- 
play thofe rare qualities which rendered him fo dcfervedly be- 
loved while living, and which have preferved uninjured, for 
fo long a tract of time, the fame which he acquired. He was 
in every refpeft formed to make a figure in the Athenian com- 
monwealth. He w:ib noble by birth, if not more, for he de- 
fended lineally from Godrus ; his mother was nearly related 
to the mother of Flji/lratus, and he had a brother whofe name 
was DrcpiJa, who was arcJion the year after himfelf *. We 
are told, that he was born at Salamis^ however, we think, 
that may be doubted from certain verfes of his, which we ihall 
have occafion to quote. As honourable as his family was, 
the genei ofity of his ♦ather lef t Solon in no very happy condition ; 
this, as it is generally believed, engaged him to merchandize, 
though he might otherwife have fulfilled well enough by the 
afliftance of his fricnJs ; but this did not fuit that greatnefs of 
foul which he inherited, he chofe therefore to travel and to 
merchandize, that he might live independently at home oa 
his return, and not fufFer that Jioufe to receive kindneffes, 
whole cuftom it had been to beftow them. It is plain, both 

y Diog. La LRT.vit. Solon. 

As to Ey/nenides, Strabo report;, that he made a great ufe of verfes 
and of hymns in his purifications (i 5 ; and Suidas tells us, that he 
wrote in verfe many ru'es and inftruclions for thefe forts of rites 
(16). LiKftius reports, that as he was about to mark out a place 
for a temple to three .nymphs, a voice from heaven gave him this 
direction, not to the nymphs, but to Jupiter. Befides the prophecy 
beforementioned relating to the haven Munycbia, Epimenides utter- 
ed another during his Jlay at Athens : For hearing, that the citizens 
were alarmed at the progrefs of the Perjian power at fea, he advif- 
ed them to make themfelves eafy ; for that the Perfians would not 
for many years attempt any thing againft the Greeks y and when they 
did, they would receive greater lofs themfelves than they would be 
able to bring upon the tfates they fought to deftroy (17). Having 
related fuch ftrange things of this prophet and philofopher, it will 
not be amifs to clofe this note with obierving, that the facred olive, 
mentioned above, was the tree produced by Minerva when (he con- 
tended with Neptunr, and that Jr/fiot/e was a downright infidel with 
refpect to the Aories of Epimenides** foretelling future erents; that 
famous (age being of opinion, our luArator's talents lay quite ano- 
ther way, viz in difanering what old crimes had produced pre- 
fent punifhmencs, and hew atonement might be made, and thofe 

Wis taken away. 
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from his anions and his writings, that he was a difinterefted 
patriot. The lhamefu! decree, that none under pain of death 
ftould mention the recovery of Salamis, grieved hiiii to the 
heart ; he therefore compofed an elegy, confifting of an hun- 
dred verfes, to inflame the minds of the people againft the 
MegarenfianS) who had taken from them that ifland. Having 
digefted this elegy thoroughly in his mind, he ran into the mar- 
ket-place as if he had been mad, with his night-cap on his head, 
and afcending the ftool of the common cryer, he repeated 
with great vehemence the elegy he had compofed to the peo- 
ple who had gathered round him ; that poem began thus : 
From Salamis, behold a cryer come, 
Who brings you news, in nervous verfes home* 
But the moll moving ftrokes in this celebrated poem were con* 
tained in the following verfes : 

Rather than Athens, would I ow'd my birth, 
To Pbolegondria7i i or Sicinian earth ; 
Since men will fay, wherever I am toft* 
He's of that daftard race, who Salamis have loft; 
It ended thus : 

To Salamis let us renew our claim, 
And, with the ifle reftor'd, reftore our fame; 
Pijijlratus, who, as we before obferved, was his near re- 
lation, mixed himfelf with the crowd which gathered round 
this pretended madman ; he by his perfuafive eloquence, height- 
ened that martial rage which Solon had kindled by his verfes* 
fo that of a fudden the fentiments of the Athenians were whol- 
ly changed, and they determined to aflat their right to Salamis^ 
and decreed a war accordingly (G). It is not eafy to fay who 

was 

(G) The name of Solon a father was Euphorion, or, as moil 
Writers affirm, Execeftides, and we know nothing more of him, 
than that, notwithftanding his liberality and the nobility of his de- 
fcent, he was far from being confiderable in Athens. Ariftotle rec- 
kons Solon himfelf among the inferior citizens, and quotes his owrt 
works to prove it ; the truth ii, that Solon was never rich, ic may 
be becaufe he was always honeft : fomething of this fort feems to 
be implied in the following verfes, which are accounted excel- 
lent : 

Many unjuft grow rich, and pious poor ; 

We would not change our virtue for their ftore ; 

For conftant virtue is a folid bafe, 

Riches from man to man uncertain pafs (19), 
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was appointed commander in chief of this expedition, fome 
fay Solon, and that PifiJIratus accompanied him ; others fay, 
that PifiJIratus went general, and that Solon allifted him with 
his advice z . 

There are various accounts of the manner in which Sala- 
mi* was again reduced under the Athenian power : The moft 
current ftory is, that Solon coming with Piji/lratus to Colias, 
and finding the women bufy there in celebrating according to 
the cuftom the feaft of Ceres, fent a confident of his to Sala- 
mis, who, pretending to be no friend to that people, told the 
inhabitants, that if they had a mind tofeize the faireftof the 
Athenian ladies, they might do it by pafiing over to Colias. 
The Megarenfians, giving eafy credit to what this man faid, 
prefently fitted out a fhip, which Solon perceiving from the 
oppolite fhore, immediately difmifled the women, and having 
drefled a fufficient number of beardlefs youths in female ha- 
bits, under which they concealed every one a dagger, he fent 

* Plut. Diog. Laert. Pausan. &c. 

In his youth he was mightily addi&ed to poetry, and as he was 
m thofe days unconfined, and had no very weighty affairs upon his 
hands, he wrote and publiflied a great many poems ; certain it is, 
that all he did in this way deferves the higheft commendation ; his 
language is always pure, his thoughts alike delicate and clear, his 
fubjecls ufeful and fubJime ; and therefore Plato had juft reafon to 
fay, that if he had finifhed all his poems, and particularly the hif- 
tory lie brought out of Egypt, and had taken time to revife and 
correct them as others did, neither Homer, Hejiod, nor any other an- 
tient poet would have been more famous (20). As he was an ex- 
cellent poet himfelf, he had ajulland high idea of the power of verfe, 
which he thought capable of making the flrongefl: imprellions on 
the mind of man ; yet he was a great orator, and wrote in profe 
with peculiar neatneis of cxprelfion and perfpicuity. It is evident, 
both from the life and writings of this great man, that he was a 
pcrfon not only of exalted virtue, but of a moftpleafant and agree- 
able temper. He loved fociety, and made it his bufinefs to pro- 
mote the welfare thereof, he confidered men as men, he kept both 
their capacity for virtue and their proneoefs to evil in his view, a- 
dapting his laws fo as to flrengthen and fupport the one, and to check 
nird keep under the other ; hence his iniiitutions are as remarkable 
for their fvectneis ar.d pra&icability, as thofe of Ljcurgut are for 
harflmefc and forcing human nature. The reader will excufe this 
fhort digrtflion as to the character of Solon, fincc it is abfolutcly 
neceflary for the Gaming a right idea of his conduft as alegifla- 
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them to the fea-fide, to dance and divert themfelves as the 
women were wont to do. When thofe who came from Sa- 
lamis drew near the coaft, and faw thefe young people flapping 
up and down, they ftrove who fhould leap firft out of the 
vefTel, s*nd running one and all to catch thefe damfels their 
fhip was furprifed, themfelves murdered, and the Athenians^ 
imbarking on board their vefTel, failed immediately to Salamis 
and took it. Poly anus has inferted this relation, and Plutarch 
alfo admits, that it was th? current account of this bufinefs ; 
he tells us, however, that others had related it after this man- 
ner : The firfl thing Solon did, after he was appointed direc- 
tor of this expedition, was to confult the oracle of Apollo at 
Delphi, from whom he received this refponfe ; 
Let facrifice be to thofe heroes paid, 
Who under the Afopian ground 4re laid, 
And dead, are by the fetting fun furvey'd. 
Solon took upon him to explain this dark predidlion, and 
was fo happy as to interpret it right. He guefled, that the 
heroes mentioned by the oracle were Periphemus and Cycbris, 
he failed therefore by night to Salamis^ and offered at their 
tombs. This being performed, he gathered a body of five 
hundred Athenian volunteers, who, in cafe [they fuccecded, 
were to have the government of the ifland. Thefe he imbark- 
ed in a galley of thirty oars and in a confiderable number of 
fifhing boats, and fetting fail in the evening, arrived the day 
following in a bay of the ifle of Sala?nis which looked towards 
Eubasa. The next morning the whole ifland was alarmed, 
though they did not well know on what account ; at laft the 
Athenian galley was defcried, the Megarenjiam thereupon 
manned out a ftout fhip, which doubling the cape in order to 
attack the galley, was on a fudden furrounded by Solon's arm- 
ed boats, and quickly taken. The Athenians, having put to 
death all the men furprifed in this vefTel, filled it with their 
choiceft youth drefled in the Megarenfian habits, which pro- 
cured them an eafy entrance into the port, where, when they 
arrived, they made all imaginable haftc on fhore, and attacked 
thofe who came to welcome them as their friends. In the 
mean time the remainder of the Athenians marched by land, 
and attacked the city on the other fide with fuch fury, that it 
was fpeedily taken. In memory of this extraordinary event 
they inftituted a folemn feaft, during which an Athenian fhip 
came as it were privately into the harbour, and the people 
running down to meet it, an armed man jumped on fhore, 
and ran towards the promontory Sciradium^ as if to join his 
companions who had marched by land. Near this place there 
ftofrd a temple to Mars, which was fuppofod to have beta 
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erected by Solon in memory of this vi&ory which put the A- 
thenians in pofleffion of the whole ifland. The reft of the 
Megarenftans retired to their own country in virtue of a trea- 
ty concluded with Solon. The Megarenftans fo highly refenN 
ed the lofs of Salamis, that notwithftanding the treaty they 
prefently fent new forces thither, againft whom the Athenians 
fought, fometimes with good, fometimes with ill fortune. 
At laft it was decreed to leave this difpute to the Lacedemoni- 
ans, who commiffioned the five following perfbns, viz, Cri- 
tolaides, Amompbaretus, Hypfechidas, Anaxilaus, zxACleomenes, 
to hear both parties. Solon pleaded on this occafion the caufe 
of his country, and feme have fuggefted, that he pra&ifed a 
little fraud to make it go the better ; they fay, that finding 
the following verfe in Homer, 

Ajax from Salamis twelve frigats brought, 
He added thereto, 

And ranged his troops where the Athenians fought. 

From whence he would have inferred, that Sala?nis even 
at that time belonged to the Athenians. But the friends of So- 
lon affert, that this is an idle ftory, and that their great orator 
made ufe of quite another proof ; he made it appear, fay they, 
that Philaus and Euryfaees the fons of Ajax fettled at Athens^ 
and, being received into (he number of citizens, gave up that 
ifland to the Athenians, Philaus becoming fo conliderable a 
perfon, that one of their wards took its name from him. He 
urged farther, that the perfons buried in Salamis lay with their 
faces to the weft agreeable to the cuftom of the Athenians^ 
and direflly contrary to that of the Megarenftans, who turned 
fhe faces of their dead towards the eaft ; and that moreover on* 
ly one perfon was laid in a grave, which likewife correfpond- 
cd with the pra&ice of the Athenians, and differed from the 
Megarenfian cuftom, which was to bury three or four in one 
grave \ It would be needlefs to trouble the reader with any 
farther circumftances of this debate ; let it fuffice then to fay, 
that we are informed by Milan, Solon carried his caufe not by 
the arts of a fallacious eloquence, but by the force of ftrong 
arguments, urged in plain and pcrfpicuous terms b . 

On the return of Solon to Athens he was highly extolled by 
the people, to whom he quickly afforded a new occafion of 
admiring his wifdom. It happened, that the inhabitants of 
Qirrha, a town featcd in the bay of Corinth, after having by 
repeated incurfions wafted the territory of Delphi, befieged 
the city itfejf from a greedy defirc of making themfclves maf- 
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ters of the mighty riches contained in the temple of Apollo. 
Advice of this being fent to the Amphiftyons, who were the 
ftates-general of Greece, Solon advifed, that this matter fliould 
be univerfally refented, and that all the Greek ftates fliould 
immediately join, in faving die Delphic oracle and punifhing 
the impiety of the Cirrheans, with which the council imme- 
diately complied, and decreed a general war againft that peo- 
ple. Solon was not, however, appointed general of this ex- 
pedition, as Hermippus from another author relates, nor did 
he command the Athenian troops. Clyfthenes, tyrant of Sicy- 
on, commanded in chief, and Alcmaon was general of the 
Athenian quota; Solon went, however, as counfellor or af- 
fiftant to Clyjihenes, and it was by his advice that the war was 
conduced to a profp^rous iffiie. For when the Greek army 
had befieged Cirrha fome time, without any great fign of fuc- 
cefs, Apollo was confulted, who anfwered, 
In vain you hope to take the place before 
The fea*s blue waves roll o'er the hallowed fliorei 
This refponfe ftruck the army with furprize, from whence 
Solon extricated them, by advifing Clyjlhenes to confecrate 
folemnly the whole territories of Cirrha to the Delphic A- 
pollo, whence it would follow, that the fea muft wafti the 
facred coaftc. Paufanias tells us, that he made ufe of an- 
other ftratagem, which was this, he caufed the channel of 
the river Plt/lus to be turned, which ran through the city of 
Cirrha, hoping thereby to have diftrefled the inhabitants for 
water ; but they having a great many wells, his fcheme did 
not thoroughly fucceed ; which as foon as he perceived, he 
caufed a vaft quantity of hellebore roots to be diced and 
thrown into the Pliftus, and when the waters were thorough- 
ly impregnated with the juice of thefe roots, he caufed the 
river to be turned back into its old channel. The Cirrheans, 
overjoyed at the fight of running water, came down in troops 
and drank eagerly thereof, upon this an epidemic flux cnfu- 
cd, and the citizens being no longer able to defend the walls, 
the place was prefently taken. Some authors have attributed 
this to Clyjlhenes, but that was becaufe he commanded in 
chief, and Solon was no more than his counfellor. On the 
reduction of this place the inhabitants were feverely punifh- 
ed, and Cirrha became thenceforward the arfenal of Del- 
phi * . 

When Solon returned home from this expedition, he 
found all things out of order, the remnant of Cylon's fa&ion 
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began to gather ftrength, and to excite mighty difturbances 
in the city. The pretence of religion enabled them to do 
all this. They gave out confidently, that all the misfortunes 
the republic had met with had their fource from the anger of 
the gods, ocsafioned by the impious cruelty of Megacles and 
hisfaiStion. It happened, that the lofs of Salamis a fecond time 
coincided with this clamour ; and now, as many writers 
report, Epimenides came and luftrated the city, which is in- 
deed highly probable, if there were but fufficient authority 
to fix his arrival at Athens fo low as this fedition muft have 
happened. But to return to the proper fubjeft of our hifto- 
ry : Solon interpofed on this occafion, and perfuaded thofe 
who were filled execrable to abide a trial. To this when 
they had confented, three hundred perfons were chofen to 
judge them, one Myron of the Phlyenfian -ward taking upon 
him to profecute ; which he did with fuch effeft, that the 
three hundred condemned fuch of Megacles's faction as were 
living to perpetual banilhment, and caufed the bones of fuch 
as were dead to be taken up and caft without the limits of 
their country; thus this fedition was appeafed, and Athens be- 
came once more at reft e . 

The turbulent difpofition of the inhabitants of Attica 
would not fuffer them to remain long in quiet, they there- 
fore began to be out of humour with their conftitution, 
though they could not agree how it fhould be mended. Thefe 
difputes divided the Athenians into three parties, the Diatrii> 
Pcdiaiy and Paralii; the firft of thefe were the inhabitants 
of the hilly country, who declared pofitively for perfeft 
democracy; the fecond, dwelling in the lower part of 
the country, and being far more opulent, were for an oli- 
garchy, fuppofmg, that the government would then be for 
the moft part in their hands; the third party living on the 
coaft were men of moderate principles, and in confequence 
thereof defired a mixt government. In the midft of thefe 
debates there fprang up a new caufe of trouble, the rich, tak- 
ing advantage of the laws, oppreflfed and enflaved the poorer 
fort in fuch a manner, that they were unable to bear it. The 
meaner people, as Plutarch tells us, being indebted to the 
rich, cither tilled their grounds, and paid them the fixth 
part of their produce, or engaged their bodies for their debts, 
fo that fome were made flaves at home, and many fold a- 
broad > nay, to fuch a pitch was this mifchief grown, that 
many fold their children to pay their creditors, and others in 

c Plutarch, in vj# Solon. DiotfiN. Lasrt. in vita So- 
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defpair quitted Attica and went elfewhere. Such, however, 
as had more fpirits than the reft were for throwing off a yoke 
too heavy to be born ; thefe began to look about for a leader, 
declaring openly enough, that they intended to make a 
thorough change in the government, to free fuch as their 
creditors had brought into bondage, and to make a repartition 
of lands. In this defperate fituation the citizens in general 
caft their eyes upon Solon. Thofe who were in greateft 
fear of what might happen from prefent troubles Were for ex- 
alting him to fovereignty ; nay, the moft prudent Athenians^ 
when they confidered how difficult a thing it would be to 
reform fo difordered a commonwealth by law and reafon, in- 
clined to have him created prince. It was likewife aflerted, 
that the oracle of Apollo advifed the fame thing in the follow- 
ing refponfe directed to Solon ; 

Affume the helm, the fhip with prudence guide, 

And thoufands will affift to ftem the tide. 

Wh at rendered Solon fo popular was a faying of his, 
which all liked and few underftood ; it was this, Equality 
breeds rio'JIrife; the rich interpreted this of dignity and pow- 
er, the poor of riches and eftate. Thofe therefore who a- 
greed in nothing elfe, were unanimous in their refpccSt to- 
wards him ; the rich were contented to fubmit to his deci- 
fions, becaufe he was himfelf a man of fortune, and the poor 
dreaded nothing from one fo mild in temper, and fo remark- 
ably honeft. The private friends of Solon encouiaged him 
to lay hold of fo fair an opportunity, and to affume the regal 
dignity, adding that it was a fhame fo wife a man fhould be 
frighted with a name, and rejed a legal ibvereignty, becaufe 
it refembled tyranny. This great man withflood al'ke the 
defires of the many, and the pcri'uafions of the few : He af- 
fured the former, that he would never become mafler of his 
countrymen, and he told the latter, that how fair a fpot fo- 
ever tyranny might fecm, it had this misfortune, that it had 
no paflage out; and when his intimates laughed at this rtfo- 
Jution of his, and quoted the example of Tynordas tyrrnt of 
Euboea^ and Pittaeus at that time prince of MityUre^ he 
contented himfelf with writing thus to Phocus^ who it Items 
preffed him moft, to (hew that he was flcady in his refec- 
tion : 

That I have Athens fpar'd, prefervM my fame, 
Nor foilM my glory with a tyrant's name; 
That, when I might have kilFd, I chofe to frvc, 
I blufli not, for I think the a&ion brave : 

And that I have done more than moft men have. 
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It was upon this occafion that Solon (hewed a fpirit of pa- 
triotifm, which perhaps never had its equal : He condefcend- 
ed fo far as to make ufe of fraud for the good of others, and 
with a prodigious greatnefe of foul diflembled with, and 
cheated both parties, that he might fave all. If he would 
have accepted the tyranny, he would immediately have ac- 
quired whatever he could wifb, and might have done his 
country good too ; he refufed this as far as it might have be^ 
nefitted himfelf, and yet took upon him all the care and trou- 
ble of a prince to benefit the people ; thus he demonftrated, 
that neither fear nor indolence had any (hare in his refolu- 
tionf. 

» 

He was chofen archon without having recourfe to lots* 
and, when he was chofen, he difappointed the hopes of both 
parties ; wherever he found things tolerably well under the 
old conftitution, he refufed to alter them at all, and was 
at extraordinary pains to explain the reafon and necellity of 
thofe changes he did make, laying this down as a maxim, 
That thoje laws will be bejl obferved, which power and jujlice 
equally fupport. He was a perfeft judge of human nature, and 
fought to rule m«en by ftiewing them it was their intereft to 
obey, and not by attempting to force them upon whatever he 
efteemed right : And therefore he anfwered a perfon who 
afked him, whether he had given the Athenians the bejl laws 
in his power ; / have ejlablijhed the bejl they could receive* 

Knowing well, that it was an impoffible thing to pteafe all, 
he made it his utmoft care not mightily to difpleafe any ; 
whence it followed, that none fought to abrogate the laws he 
gave them. 

Solon c«w- As to the main occafion of thefeditionj viz. the opprefled 
pofes the ftate of the meaner fort, he certainly took it away in a great 
dijfention meafure by a contrivance which he ftiled Sifachthia^ u e. a 
if the A- dijeharge ; but what this was authors arc not agreed on, fome 
chemans. f a y ? \y C re bafed all debts then in being, and prohibited 

for the future the making of any man's body liable for a debt. 
Others affirm, that the poor were eafed, not by cancelling 
their debts, but by lowering the intereft, and encreafing the 
value of money, a Mina which bjefore was worth feventy 
three drachms only, being by him made equal to a hundred, 
which was of great advantage to the debtor, and did the cre- 
ditor no hurt at all. But after all, if is more probable, that 
(he Sifachthia was a total difcharge or remiffion, otherwife 
Solon would hardly have boafted in his verfes, that by this 
means he had removed .the many marks of mortgages which 
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-were every, where frequent ; for the Athenians had a cuftont 
of, -hanging ifp billets ; to (hew, that houfes were engaged for 
fuchor fuchj 3 fum of money j that he had freed from appre- 
hension ,fuch; as were driven to defpair $ called home exiles, 
whom the dread of their creditors . had kept abroad till they 
had forgot their native language, and. delivered from bondage 
fuch as wereilaves in their native foil. In the midft of all his 
glory an unluqky accident befel him, which for a time hurt 
his reputation, , and had almoft overturned all his fchemes. 
Conattj GliniqSfi ,an4 Hipponicus y his intimate friends, having 
be$n confultepl byjiim pn ?n oration he had prepared, to en- 
gage the people, fo cjqnfent to thp ; difcharge of debts, on a pro- 
mife that he would .attempt nothing as to lands; thefe men, 
betraying the^tjrufl; he repofed in them, borrowed great Aims 
of money ancj-pui-chqfed eftates before the edidt came out ; 
this was at fifft thpught to have been : the effect of connivance, 
but, this afpprfiqn,. W£s prefently wiped off, when it appeared, 
that Solon himfslf was a fufferer, as fome fay, five talents,, 
others feven, , others fifteen, which he had lent out at intereft, 
and which in cqnfequence of his own law he loft : his friendsj 
however- could never recover their credit* but were for ever 
ftigmatized with the opprobrious appellation of Chreacopi^a 9 i. 4 
e. Deh-ftnkers\ x 

The Athenians, were, as little pleafed with Solon's manage- 
ment as with .their fonper condition, the rich and the poor 
were equaUy^ij^tisfied ; the former thought he had done, 
too much in^anficjljngvtheir debts, jthe latter thought he had 
done too, littlel becaufe he had not .divided the lands of Attica 
equally amongft them;. It is from Solon himfelf that we 'have 
this account, and we have it in his ufual manner, that is, in 
verfe, 

I was your darling heretofore, but now 
You look upon me: with contracted brow ; 
Had any man but ! bbtaih'd your grace, 
He would have had. a faPry with his place. 

In a Abort tinte,; however, they had wit enough to difcover 
that they were -in the wrong, and Solon in the right, and they 
gave at leaft a more public, if not a more general, token of 
their repentance, than they had fhewn of their difpleafure; 
for they inllttuted a* folemn facrifice in teftimony of their ac~ 
quiefcirig under bis inftitution, and called it Sifacbtbia, at the 
fame time they unanimoufly ele&ed Solon legiflator of Athens* 
giving him prower, not only to make laws, but to altarand 
new-model their cpnftitution as he thought proper \ 

i . i 

* Px.uTABCM.iabi fispra., h Pivtarch. ubifupra,&c. 
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The firft thing this great man did, after His country had 
conferred upon him fo extraordinary an office, was, to cancel 
the laws of Draco ^ excepting only thofe relating to murder; 
A proceeding perfe&ly right, fince there- is nothing more dif- 
hbhourable, and at the fame time more dangerous, to a ftate 
than latent laws, i.e. fuch as are difufed, krttf yet ih being, 
which was the cafe of Draco's ; their feverity rendered theai 
hateful, but Solon took away their authority j ; nor would he 
fuffer his inftitiitiohs to bear the feme name*' : as<we have alrea- 
dy fhewn. It was the delire of Solon "to aft «in all refpe&s 
moderately, he therefore refolved to place * the dei-nier refort^ 
as we phrafe it, or fiipreme power, in the people, and to leaVe 
the execution of the goverhrtient to the riqbltis ; with this vfew 
he divided the people into' four degrees or ranks,' the firft of 
thefe confifted of fuch \yhofe ftock amounted td five hundred' 
Medimni or meafures of fruit, thefe hettiltAPenfacoJiornedim" 
ni, thefe paid a talent to the public treafuijf;' Tf The fecond 
clals confifted of fuch as were able to keep a hbrfe, or were 
worth three hundred meafures, they were ftilfcd Hippodate- 
huntes, i. e. bound to find a horfe; the third clafs was made 
lip of fuch as were worth two hundred meafures, they were 
ftiled Zejtgitci) which' implies a middle rank^ becaufe they 
flood between the knights and the lo weft order of the people, 
who were ftiled Thetes } thefe were not admitted to any of- 
fice, but each- of theni had his vote in the general aflembly of 
the people, which was thtiifght at firft a mattefr of little confe- 
quence, fo that the nobifikytgave theiiifelv^ no pain about it, 
though in after-times it was' found of the higheft confequence, 
as Solon forefaw it would 1 be ; the reafon of this was this : 
Solon purpofely drew up his laws in obfcure terms, and allow- 
ing in all cafes an appeal to the people, doubts often arofe, ap- 
peals were confequently frequent, and'' hence, though the 
common fort could not: attain to magiftracy, yet they had a 
mighty power in the ftate, Solon himfelf was fo well fatisfied 
with what lie had done in this matter, that he celebrates it in 
thefe words, which fhew at Once what a regardhe had for their 
antient conftitution, and. for the people in general. 

The commons I fufBcient weight allowM, . 

Honour from none I took, on none beftow'd ; 

Jn power or wealth,, thofe who the reft outfhin'd, 

Within juft bounds I by my laws cohfiri'd; . 

Thus I preferved,; what did to each belong; 

That neither high, nor low, might fufFer wrong. 

Herein confifted the .antiejit democracy of Athens \ but 
becaufe that kind of government is in its nature more apt to 
change than any other, So/on, ifi order to fecure it, eftabliflied. 

twa 
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two checks, Qjrf if we may be allowed to make ufe of his 
metaphor, threw out two anchors to. fecure it. The fir ft of 
thefe was the court of Areopagus* which, though fettled long 
before, had loft much of its power by Draco 9 s preferring the 
Epheta. In antient times, and till Solon became Iegiflator, 
it confifted of fuch. perfons as were moft confpicuous in the 
Hate for their wealth, power, and probity ; but Solon made it 
a rule, that fuch only £hould have a feat therein as had ferved 
the office of archon ; this had the effedt he defigned, it 
raifed the reputation of the Areopagites very high and 
rendered their decrees fo wonderfully venerable, that none 
contefted or repined at them through a long courfe of ages. The 
fecond ftay of the Athenian commonwealth was the fenate, 
which Solon made to confift of four hundred, a hundred out 
of each tribe. Thefe had the prior cognifance of all that was 
to come before the people, and nothing could be propofed to 
the general afTembly till digefted by them ; fo that, as far as 
he was able, he provided againft a thirft of arbitrary power in 
the rich, and a defire of licentious freedom in the commons 
the Areopagus being a check upon the former, as the fenate 
was a curb on the latter 1 . 

The general frame of the republic thus fettled, he gave the 
Athenians next a body of laws, of which we have ftill fome 
remaining ; thefe were fo much efteemed, that the Romans 
fent ambaJTadors to Athens to tranfcribe them for the ufe of their 
ftate. As thefe tranfcribed laws became the bafis of the Ro- 
man Juri/prudence, which has lince been received almoft 
throughout Europe under the name of the civil law, we may 
•with reafon affirm, that many of Solon 9 s conftitutions are yet 
in force. Such as are afcribed to him by antient authors we 
fliall give a concife account of in this place. 

We will begin with one of the moft extraordinary ftatutes Tie la 
enafted by this law-giver, and which has given politicians theqf Solon, 
moft trouble to underftand j we are obliged to A. Gellius for 
preferving to us the very words of this law. It runs thus : 
" If through difcordand diflenfion any fedition or infurredtion 
rend the people into two parties, fo that with exafperated 
« minds they take arms a<id fight againft each other ; he who 
« at fuch a time, and in fuch a cafe, lhall not engage himfelf 
« on one fide or other, but fliall endeavour to retire and fepa- 
rate himfelf from the evils fallen on his country, let fuch 
«< a one, lofing houfes, country, and eftatc, be fent out an 
<< exile " k . Cicero* fpeaking of this law, by fome flip of 

1 Pollux. lib* viii. cap. 10. Plutarch, ubifupra. Potters 
Archffiologia. MUviuiu*. in Solon, &c. k Noil. Attic, lib. ii. 
•ftp. 1 2. 
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his memory, makes the penalty capital K Plutarch explains 
the reafon of it m , as does the author firft cited, who highly 
commends it and fays, that though at firft fight it may feem 
dangerous to the public peace, yet in truth it was calculated 
to fupport it 5 for the wife and juft, as well as the envious and 
•wicked, being obliged to choofe fomefide, matters were eafily 
accommodated ; whereas, if the latter only, as is generally 
the cafe in other cities, had the managementof fa&ions, they 
would for private reafons be continually kept up, to the great 
- hurt, if not the utter ruin, of the ftate n . 

The Rules which Solon gave for beftowing of heirefles, 
have been very harfhly cenfured ; we will put them together, 
that the reader may fee the general intent of the legiflator. 
The next of kin to an heirefs may require her in marriage, 
and fhe may likewife require him ; if he refufes let him pay 
five hundred drachms for her dowry. If he who poflefleth 
fuch an inheritrix by law, as her lord and mafter, be impo- 
tent, let it be lawful for her to admit any of her hufband^s 
jieareft kindred, and let him who has married an heirefs be 
obliged to vifxt her thrice a month at leaft. The intent of 
thefe injun&ions was, that neither a rich heirefs might carry 
the eftate out of her family, nor a poor one be in danger of 
marrying below her birth j as to allowing a woman to make 
choice of her hufband's neareft relation, it might poffibly be 
made in Urrorem^ to prevent perfons who knew themfelves 
to be impotent from marrying rich heirefles, whereby fuch a 
one defrauded him, to whom by this law the woman was to 

have recourfe, of his due °. 

He ena&ed, that a bride fhould bring no more with her 
than three gowns and fome flight houfhold goods of little va- 
lue, and that the bride and bridegroom fhould be fhut into 
a room together, and there eat a quince ; the bride likewife 
brought an earthen pan, wherein barley was parched, to the 
houfe of her hulband. The meaning of all this was, that 
Solon defired, as much as in him lay, to render marriage no 
longer a mercenary bufinefs, but a contrail of minds found- 
ed upon mutual affe&ion ; the eating of a quince implied, 
that their difcourfes ought to be pleafant to each other, that 
fruit making the breath Tweet \ the earthen veflel, which was 
called Phrogcteon^ fignified, that fhe undertook the bufirwfs 
of the houfe, and would do her part towards providing for the 

family p. 

1 Ad Attic, lib.* E. i. « ubi fupra. n A. Cell jus ubi 
0 Plutarch, ubi fupra. Diod. Sicul. lib. xii. T> r*nt. Hecyr. 
Aft. i. Seen. ii. p Plutarch. ubi fupra. Po;„lvjc ; lib. i. 
tap. 2.15, IfiiDOR. EpiA. lib. iii. E. 24.3. 
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He ordained, that none fhould revile the dead, even tho* 
provoked by the children of the deceafed. This law procur- 
ed him great applaufe, and had certainly in it much both of 
humanity and policy, He directed, that none fhould revile 
any living perfon at facred folemnities, in the courts of juf, 
tice, or at public fpe&acles, on pain of paying three drach-r 
mse to the perfon reviled, and two more to the public trea- 
fury, He likewife made a law againft flander. This great 
man knew very well? that a general law againft anger could 
never be put in execution. He therefore contented himfelF 
with providing, that the paffions of private men fhould not 
di/honour religious ceremonies, the juftice of the ftate, or 
public diverfions, and that no paffion fhould excufe calum- 
ny 9. 

Before Solon's time, citizens had not the power of mak- 
ing wills, but a man's goods and eftates went, whether he 
would or no, to his heir at law ; but Solon* having abrogated 
this cuftom, enacted, that fuch as had no children might Teaye 
their eftates to whom they pleafed, preferring friendfhip tm 
family, and the ties of affeftion to confanguinity \ but then 
he added this provifo to his law, that the maker of fuch a 
will fhould be in the full pofTeffioh of his fenfes, not wrought 
upon by ficknefs, potions, bondage, or the blandifhments of 
a wife ; wherein he fhewed his great wifdom by making no 
diftin&ion between a&ual conftraints and thofe impofed by art, 
both having the fame power of putting a man out of his right 
mind. He Iflcewife ordained, that adopted perfons fhould 
make no will, but as foon as they had children lawfully be- 
gotten, then they were at liberty to return into the family 
whence they were adopted, or if they continued in it to their 
death, then they were to return back the eftates to the rela- 
tions of the perfons who adopted them r . 

With rcfpe£t to women and their expences, he made the 
following laws ; when a woman travelled, he permitted her 
not to carry with her above three gowns, nor to carry any 
provifion above the value of an obolus, her pannier or bafket 
was not to be above a cubit in bigneft, nor was flie allowed 
to travel in the night, but in a chariot, and with torch-light. 
He forbad them likewife to tear their checks to procure mour- 
ning and lamentation at the funerals of fuch as they had no 
relation to : he allowed not, that an ox fhould be lacrificed 
at funerals, nor that more than three garments fhould be bu- 
ried with them, and he forbad women to approach the monu- 

1 Plutarch, ubi fupra. Dumobth, in orat. Leptin. r Plu- 
tarch, ubifupra, Demosth. ubi fujpra. 
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ments of perfons not related to them, except at the tinie of 
their interring j thefe laws were particularly tranfcribed by 
the Romans f • 

The liberty and other emoluments which were enjoyed at 
Athens drawing thither a great concourfe of people from other 
parts, Solon forefaw, that this would have bad confequpnces, 
if fome means were not devifed to make thefe people indufr 
trious \ he therefore eftabli&ed by law, that a fon thould be 
releafed from all obligation to maintain an aged father, in 
cafe that father had not bred him up to Tome trade. He veft- 
ed the court of Areopagus with a power of examining how 
people lived, and of punching idlenefe : he allowed every 
man a right to profecute another for that crime, and in cafe 
a perfon was convi&ed thereof thrice, he fuffered Atimia v u e. 
Infamy. Herodotus and Diodorus Siculus agree, that a law of 
this kind was in ufe in Egypt. It is probable therefore, that 
Solon, who was thoroughly acquainted with the learning of 
that nation, borrowed it from them ; a praftice for which 
the Greeks were famous, though at the fame time they ftiled 
thofe nations barbarous from whom their own laws and po- 
licy were borrowed 

The hufband who furprifed his wife in adultery, was allowed 
by Solon to kill the adulterer : whoever ravifbed a free woman 
was to be fined a hundred drachmae. He who debafed him- 
felf fo low as to become a pander, except to a common wo- 
man, fuffered a fine of 20 drachmae; a man was forbid 
to put either his daughter or filter to the fcandalous trade of 
proftitution, unlefs he firft furprifed her with a man : he en- 
ailed, that no adulterefs fliould be permitted to adorn her- 
felf, and in cafe fhe did, he gave liberty to any that thought 
fit to tear her cloaths off her back, and beat her into the bar- 
gain u . 

To the vidior at the IJlhmian games, Solon adjudged the 
reward of five hundred drachmae. To the vi&or in the 0- 
lymptC) he ordered that one hundred ihould be given, . He 
contra&ed the rewards beftowed upon wreftlers, efteeming 
fuch gratuities ufelefs and even dangerous, tending to encou- 
rage idlenefs, by putting men upon wafting that time in exer- 
icifes which ought to be fpent in providing for their families *. 

He dire&ed five drachma? tojje given to him who caught a 
he-wolf, and one to him who took a fhe-one, the former be- 

f Plutarch, ubi fupra. Cicer. de Legib. lib. ii. 'Plu- 
tarch, ubi fupra. Vitruvius, prafat. lib. vi. Hurodot. lib. 
vii. Dion. SicuL.iib. i. u Plutarch, ubi fupra. Lvsias, 
Orat. de coed. Erat. * Plutarch, ubi fupra. 
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ing the price of ah ox, the latter of a iheej).' Attica was z\ 
this ; time extremely infefted by thefe creatufes, of which this 
law bccafioned a fpeedy deftru&iort. 

1 Water being extremely fcarce at Athens and in its height 
bourhbod, he ordained, that where there was a public well, 
all who lived within a Hippicon^ i. e. four furlongs of it, 
fhbuld have leave to ufe it. They that lived farther off wer$ 
bound to dig wells for themfelves ; but if a man digged tei* 
iathom and met with no water, then he might fill a pitches 
of fix gallons twice a-day at his neighbour's well ; and who- 
ever funk a well was to take care, that it was as far diftant 
from his neighbours as it was deep. If a man planted a tree, 
he was to fee that it was five foot diftant from his neigh- 
bour's, and if a fig or olive-tree, nine; a hive of bees was to 
Be thirty feet diftant ; all thefe tended to the fame end, viz. 
to prevent one riian from trefpaiSng on the property of an- 
other y . , 

He ena&ed, that whoever tefufed to maintain his parents, 
otliad wafted his paternal eftite, fhould be atimos y i. e. in- 
famous. It feems Solon did not conceive, that a man could be 
privately bad and publicly good, that one who neglected 
his duty to his parents Yhould preferve it to the ftate, or be 
frujgal of his country's revenue when he had fpent his own 8 . 

Such as commorily frequented infamous women, he forbad 
tb make orations, believing, that men without fhame were 
not to be trufted td'fp^k to the people : J ' t)emoJlhenes highly 
commended th&laW^ and exhorted the Athenians to take care 
that it was put in execution, as thefureft means to preferve 
the 1 peace and honour of the republic ». 

He forbkd a guardian to marry the mother of his ward, and 
permitted hot the next' heir to be adniitted guardian of the in- 
fant j fome fay, that he forbad Iikcwife a guardian to marry 
his fon to the mother of his ward \ All thefe were beyond 
queftion made to hinder collufion, and to bar as far as poflible 
the fcandalous pra£f ice of cheating minors. 

He enjoined gravers to keep no impreffions of the feal-rings 
they fold ; if a man put out the eye of another who had but 
one eye, he diredted, that he fhould lofeboth his; as to theft, 
Demojlbenes gives Us Solon's law in thefe words ; " If any man ' 
** fteal in the day-time, hd mdy be carried to the eleven offi- 
" cers ; if he fteal Anything by night, it fhall be lawful for 
u any to kill Kini, or in jiiirfuit to wound him, and to carry 

I 

y Plutarch, ubi. fupra. Ca ius de Lcgib. lib. iv. 2 Liban. 
Dcclam. xviii. IJtON; HaX'YC. lib. ii. a jEsgh in. in T [march. 
Dbmost h . in Androt. b Z)ioafiif. Lab rt. ubi fupra. 
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* Q him to the eleven officers. Whofoever is convi&ed of 
<c fuch offences as are liable to chains, fhall not be capable of 
" giving bail for his theft, but his punifhment fhall be death; 
C6 and if any one fteal out of the Lyceum^ or the Academy^ or 
* 6 CynofargeSy z garment, or a fmall veffel of wine, or , any 
<4 other thing of little value, or fome veffel out of the gymnafia 
<c or havens, he fhall be punifhed with death \ but if any 
tc man fhall be convifted privately of theft, it fhall be law- 
* c ful for him to pay a double value, and it fhall be alio at 
cc the pleafure of the convi&or, befides payment of money, 
" to put him in chains five days and as many nights, fo as all 
cc men may fee' him - bound 99 *♦ 

By his laws, an archon taken in drink was to be punifhed 
with death, Solon wifely conceiving, that a magiftrate guilty 
of fuch an offence muft be rendered vile and contemptible in 
the eyes of the people. He decreed, that in cafe a man fiir- 
prifed his wife in adultery and lived with her afterwads, he 
fhould be deemed infamous ; he compelled children to be duti- 
ful to their parents, permitting the latter in cafe of difobedience 
to diflnherit and turn them out of doors : he, condemned fuch 
as avoided going to war, fled from the army, or fhewed any 
other flagrant fign of cowardice, to be expelled the fanftified 
precin£ts of the forum, to be for ever debarred from wearing 
a crown or wreath, and from being allowed to enter any pla- 
ces of public worfhip. He appointed it for a ftatute, that a 
citizen of Athens fhould be tried rid where but at Athens , and 
that the eldeft citizens fhould firft make orations, but with the 
greatefl: modefty, and without any endeavours to ftir the' paffi- 
ons of the people ; afterwards he ordered, that all fhould fpeak 
according to their feniority, arid have leave to deliver their 
opinions freely on any matter in debate \ but he prohibited 
young men, however wife they might be efteemed, either to 
become magiftrates, or to make orations to the people d . 

It was a maxim eftablifhed by this, wife legiflator, that the 
common people fhould be punifhed llowly, but magiftrates and 
perfons in authority fuddenly, afligning for it this reafon, that 
the former might be punifhed at any time, but that in correft- 
ing the latter there ought to be no delay . As to funerals, the 
expence of which was in his time exceflive, Demojihenes re- 
cites his directions in thefe words ; " Let the dead bodies be 
*< laid out within the houfe, according as the deceafed gave or- 
" der, and the day following before fun-rife carried forth ; . 
« whilft the body is carrying to the grave, let the men go be- 

cDemosth. inTiinocr. d DgMVSTH.ubifcpra. JGschin, 
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** fore, the women follow : it £hall not be lawful for any 
woman to enter upon the goods of the dead, and to follow 
<e the body to the grave under threefcore years of age, except 
" fuch as are within the degree of coufins" c . Cicero reports, 
that with refpedt to fepulchres, he enadted, no man fhould 
demolifli them or bring any new thing into them, and that 
fuch fliould be punifhed as demolifhed any monument: e; ected 
to the memory of the dead f . From thefe laws of his inlhtu- 
ting it appears, that his philofophy did net lead him to treipafs 
on thofe notions of humanity commonly received in his coun- 
try; he fought to moderate the extravagance of their funerals, 
but at the fame time permitted all reafonable honours to be paid 
to the memory of fuch as were defunft. 

We will conclude our account of Solon's laws with two or 
three which had more regard to the focicty, than to the intereft 
of private perfons. He ordained, that if one citizen injured 
another, any Athenian mi. Hit have his action againft him * ; 
hence it is evident, he legarded each individual as a member 
of the body politic, which could not be hurt without affecting 
all the other members \ and thus he provided againft the power 
of the great ; for though a poor man who was injured might 
think fit to acquiefee, yet a perfon of equal rank with the ag- 
greflbr, might, either out of a principle of juitice or of rival- 
ihip, commence a profecution on that account. Solon inftitu- 
ted feafts in the common halls under the title of public Meals, 
but he forbad, that the fame perfon fhould be entertained often, 
and ordered fuch to be fined as did not come in their turns, 
afcribing the former offence to greedinefs, the latter to a con- 
tempt of the public K He forbad any Arrangers to be natura- 
lized at Athens, who were not either perpetual exiles from 
their own country, or, out of love to Athens, had brought 
their whole families to fettle there, fo as to have no intereft 
in another place 1 : he provided for the children of fuch as 
were flain in the fervicc of the ftate, by dire&ing, that they 
fhould be brought up and intruded at the public expencc till 
they were twenty years old k. He made but few laws relating 
to religion, and againft parricides he made none, afligning for 
it this reafon, that he fcarce believed any Athenian xvould be fa 
wicked 1 , 

He fliewed the excellence of his knowledge by correcting 
the irregularity of months \ for confidering that thecourfe of 
the moon did not agree with the rifing and fettingof the fun, 

c Orat in Macart. f De Legib. lib. ii. 8 Plut. ubi fupra. 
h Id. ibid. 1 Meuri. in Solon. k Arist x des in Panathen. 
'Maxim. T y iu Diff. xxxix. Ci cer. Orat. pro Rofc. 
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but that fometirncs flie overtook and paffed him in the fame 
day, he ordered fuch a day to be called the laft and the firft, 
attributing that part of the day which preceded theconjun&ion 
to the old moon, and that which fucceeded it to .the new. The 
next day he ordered to be called Noumenia, i c. the new moon, 
and for thefe alterations he is reckoned by Plutarch to have 
b?en the firft who undeiTrood averfein Homer y wherein men- 
tion is made of a day zuhcrein one month ended) and the next 
6c 7 an (H). 

He 

fH x » ft is a point worthy of obfervation, that the antient heroes 
rained their reputation as much from the ftrength of their wits as 
of their arms, and that though fome excelled in valour, others in 
wiidom, yet in all there was a happy mixture of both. Hercules, 
fo famed for his labours, inftrucled the Greeks in aftronomy, which 
he learned from Jt/as, and is thence faid by the poets to have borne 
for a. time the heavens upon his moulders. Numa, as lie gave laws 
to Rome , reformed the Roman kalendar, and in fucceeding times, 
'Julius Ovfar 9 when he had reduced his enemies, purged away 
thofe errors which were grown hoary among his countrymen, and is 
celebrated not as a lover only of this fcience of agronomy, but as 
a confummarc matter therein. Such alfo was Solon for the times in 
which he lived 5 for though fome have pretended to afcribe the ho- 
nour of introducing aftronomy into Greece to Oenopidas of Chios 9 
or Anaxagora: the Clazomexian, yet it is certain, that they were no 
more than the improvers of it; the firft principles of this art came 
certainly into Greece with its firft planters and were from time to time 
cultivated by fuch as either came out of Egypt or the eaft, and fettled 
in Greece t or had at lead travelled into thofe countries. Thales the 
I\1ilcjian\ and Pythagoras the Samian, were the two great mailers 
who brought the undigefted notions of the heavenly fyftem, which 
hitherto had amufed the Greeks, into tolerable form j and this they 
did by dint of their acquaintance with the learning of foreign nati- 
ons. As to Homer \ in whofe poems we meet with the firft feeds of 
all the various kinds of ancient literature, we find, that he defcribes 
the heroical year, as divided not into months, but by the feafons. 
The returns of feed- time and harveft, the conftant revolutions of 
labour and reft in confequence of the annual returns of fair and foul 
weather, ferved well enough to mark the fucceffion of events, and 
therefore it was an act of judgement in this great poet to make ufe 
of thefe characters in his account of a battle (21), as he elfewhere 
introduces Achilles meafuring the day, not by hours, but by the 
more obvious divifion of morning, noon, and evening (22), We 
arc not to infer from hence, that years and months were not known 
in the time of Homer ; the contrary appears from feveral paffages in 

(21) Iliad, v. 84. (22) Iliad. d>. v. 3. 
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He procured his laws to be ratified for a hundred years, 
and caufed them to be conferved in different tables. Such as 

related 

his poem*?, and particular 1 / from this very line which Solon is faid 
to have been th* firft who penetrated its true fenfe : 

When one month ended and the next began (23^. 

Tbales divided the year into twelve months, making each month 
confiil of thirty days, and the year confequently of three hundred 
and fixty days; but finding, that this year did not anfwer the motion 
of the fun, he intercalated thirty days at the end of two full years ; 
which intercalation, becaufe it happened at the beginning of the 
third year, fome have miftaken for a triennial period, it is eafy 
to perceive, that this method of Tbales mult in a fliort time have 
introduced great confufion, there being a redundancy of aim oft ten 
days in a year (24 .. Solon dixovered this, and not only difcove- 
redit, butdifcovered its caufe, oratleait its principal caufc, which was 
Tbales* 1 maxim, that themoon performed her revolution in thirty days, 
which fo/mfound to befalfe, and that the true time was twenty-nine 
days and a half. This account fets what has been faid above in a clear 
Iight,andlhewsjwith what juftice Solan was applauded for hi? fkill.asan 
aftronomer ; let us fee with what dexterity he anpliei 1 that (kill as a 
legiflator: he did not alter the number of months which 7 bales had 
fixed, but directed, that each of them mould be accounted twenty- 
nine or thirty days alternately ; by this means a lunar year was for- 
med of three hundred fifty-four days; but perceiving, that this 
would leave things Hill in confufion, he invented a method of recon- 
ciling it to the lolar year, which was thus ; at the end of two years 
he directed a month of twenty two days to be intercalated, and at 
the end of afecond two years he ordered, thai a month of twenty- 
three days mould be intercalated; now if we take all thefe fums 
together we (hall find, that the number of days in Sofas'* cycle 
of four years was one thoufand four hundred fix:y one, rh? j fourth 
part of which is three hundred fixty five and a quarter, the true fo- 
lar year, as it was then accounted. Solon likewife engaged the 
Athenians to divide their months into three parts, Riled :he begin- 
ning, midlingy and ending; each of thefe confilted of ten days 
when the month was thirty days long, and the 1 a It of nine, when 
it was nine and twenty days long. l\\ {peaking of the two firft 
parts they reckoned according to the ufual order of numbers, i-iz. 
the firft day of the moon beginning, the fecond day of the middling 
moon, but with refped to the Iaft part of the month they reckoned 
backwards, that is, inftead of faying the full day of the ending 
moon, they faid the tenth day of the ending moon, and inftead of 
the fecond the ninth day, and fo on to the lait. This is a circum- 
Qjyice that mull be carefully noted ; for without being aware of it, 

(33) Qdfff. f. v.161. Diog. Lacrt, in wV. Tbal. 
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related to private actions in parallelograms of wood, with ca- 
fes which reached from the ground and turned about upon a 
pin like a win-el, from whence they were called Axones, pla- 
ced firti in the citadel and then in the Prytanaum^ that his 
people might fee chem when they pleafed, and fome remaina 
there were of them even in Plutarch's time. Such as con- 
cerned public orders and facrifices were contained in triangular 
tables of ftone called Cyrbcs m ; the Athenian magiftrates were 
fworn to obferve both ; in time, thefe monuments of his wif- 
dom became fo famous, that all public acls were from them 
named Axo-ies and Cyrbes^ as wc are informed by Harpocra- 

tion and S id das n . 

After his laws were promulgated, fome or other were 
coming to him daily to have them explained, to know the 
reafons on which they were founded, and to advife him to al- 
ter this or that, according as their humour or intereftled them, 
which importunities made him fo uneafy, that to avoid them 
he refolved to travel. For he conlidered, that not to an- 
fwer thefe people would argue pride, and that the anfwering 
them would beget great inconveniencies: with this view he 
bought a fbip, and, pretending an inclination to trade, pre- 
vailed on the Athenians to permit him to be abfent for ten 
years, during which fpace he hoped his laws would become 
familiar to them °. 

It will not be amifs to interrupt the Athenian hiftory here, 
in order roinfert our promifed account of the republic, a thing 
fo nccefiary, that we could not proceed farther without con- 
founding the reader. For the fake of perfpicuiry we fhall not 
tie ourfelves to the form fettled by Salon, but give a concife 
hilrory of the Athenian government, as it fubfifted in fuccecd- 
ing times, that we may not be obliged at every turn. to infert 
notes for the explaining thofe terms which may once for 
ail remitted familiar, by introducing fuch an account of 
the Athenian commonwealth in this place. 

m Plut. ubi fupra. Pollux, viii. 10. n In vocibus 

'A|/«i& K'-v^ 1 '* 0 Plutarch, ubi fup. 

it is impoflib'e to underffrnd many paflages in ancient authors. As 
for inibince in Ari fishbones 1 $ comedy of the cloud"*, a man fpeaking 
of the nvuuw in which inrerefl became due, reckons the days thus ; 
five, /our, three \ tivo, and the moj} abominable of all days that of the 

old and hi- to mwr. Thu> much as to Solon's knowledge in aftronomy, 
wc flu! I in it* proper place give a farther account ot the Attic 

e 2$) Cc»jh m i/f. de Die Natal. Hen, DoduoelL de An, *vtt. Grac, 
Stanly's life of Colon cum mult. al. 
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In the firft place it will be neceflary to take a fhort view of 
the city of Athens. In the moft early times, that which 
was afterwards called the citadel was the whole city, and went 
under the name of Cecropia from its founder Cecrops 9 whom 
the Athenians in after-times affirmed to have been the firft 
builder of cities, and called this therefore by way of eminence 
Pelts? i- e. The city. In the reign of Ericihonius it loft 
the name of Cecropia, and acquired that of Athens? on what 
account is not certain ; the moft probable is, that it was fo 
named in refpeci to the goddefs Minerva, whom the Greeks 
called Athene, who was always efteemed its prote£lrefs p . This 
old city was feated on the top of a rock in the midft of a large 
and pleafant plain, which, as the number of inhabitants in- 
creased, became full of buildings, which induced the diftinc- 
tion of Aero and Catapolis, i. e. of the upper, and lower ci- 
ty ; the extent of this citadel was fixty ftadia, it was furround- 
ed by olive-trees, and fortified, as fome fay, with a ftrong 
palifade ; in fucceeding times it was incompafled with a ftrong 
wall in which there were nine gates,one very large one, and the 
reft fmall. The infide of the citadel was adorned with innu- 
merable edifices, concerning which the curious reader may 
thoroughly inform himfelf from the treatife written exprefsly 
on this fubjed by a learned perfon already mentioned 1 (I). 

The 

p Aristid. Panathen. St e p h a n . voce 1 Plu- 

tarch, in Pe r i c l . Pausan. Atticis. Harpocrat. Aris- 
tid. ubifupra. 

(I) .This learned perfon is the celebrated John Meurfius, to whom 
the learned world ftands indebted for the moll laboured pieces 
which perhaps ever came from the pen of a critic ; he was by birth 
a Dutchman, but he ftudied the civil law at Orleans, where he be- 
came very early remarkable for his love, or rather for his paflion, 
towards Greek learning. Amongll other pieces he wrote that refer- 
red to in the text under the title of Cecropia, or, the citadel of A~ 
thens, and its antiquities in one book ; this treatife confilb of thirty - 
two chapters, and contains a prodigious difplay of its author's 
learning ; almoft every paffage in the Greek authors, relating to the 
fubjeft, is there to be found in the proper words of the author, 
with a very exacl Latin tranflation, which was added, as the au- 
thor tells us, in the fecond edition, at the defire of fcveral ingeni- 
ous pcrfons in Spain and Italy, who had requefted it by letter. Up- 
on which Meurjius makes this reflection, that, as things flood, it 
was indeed reafonable and neceflary, fince there were not many 
who affected the Greek learning, and of thofe the greater part rather 
loved than undcrftood it. The inquifitive and intelligent reader 
may find a multitude of curious particulars accurately digcflcd in 

thu 
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The moft remarkable of thefe were, The magnificent tem- 
ple of Minerva, ftiled Parthcnion, becaufe that goddefs was 
a virgin ; the Per/tans deftroyed it, but it was rebuilt with 
Hill greater fplcndor by the famous Pericles, all of the fineft 
marble, with iuchfkill and ftrength, that, in fpite of the rage 
of time and barbarous nations, it remains perhaps the firfl: an- 
tiquity in the world, and ftands as a witnefs to the truth of 
what antient writers have recorded of the prodigious magnifi- 
cence of Athens in her flourifliing ftate. The temple of Nep- 
tune and of Minerva, for it was divided into two parts, one fa- 
cred to the god, in which was the fait fountain faid to have 
fprung upon the ftroke of his trident ; the cuer to the god- 
defs prote&refs of Athens, wherein was the facred olive which 
flie produced, and her image which fell down from heaven in 
the reign of Eridhonius, both which edifices are Hill re- 
maining. At the back of Minerva's temple was the public 
treafury, which was burnt to the ground through the knavery 
of the treafurers, who, having mifapplied the revenues of the 
ftate, took this fliort method of making up their accounts r . 
The lower city comprehended all the buildings furrounding 
the citadel, the fort Munychia, and the havens P hale rum and 
Piraus, the latter of which was joined to the city by walls 
five miles in length ; that on the north was built by Pericles, 
but that on thcfouih by Thcmiftoclcs\ but by degrees the tur- 
rets, which were at firfl erected on thefe walls, were turned 
into dwelling-houfes for the accommodation of the Athenians, 
whofe large city was now become too {mall for them. The 
citv, or rather the lower city, had thirteen great gates, with 
the names of which it is no: ncceflary to trouble the reader. 
Among the principal edifices which adorned if, we may rec- 
kon the temple of ThcJ'eus creeled by Conon, near its centre 
adjacent thereto the young people performed their exsreifes. 
It was alio a fan&uary for diiireiTed pctfbns, flaves or free: 
It remains intiie to this day, and is u fed as a church, being 
dedicated to <X. George. The Olympian temple, creeled in 
honour of Jupiter, the honour of flthens and of all Greece ; 

r Pausan. ubifupra, Harpocrat. &c. SirGr.ORCE Whee- 
ler's Travels. 

this laboured h.ltory, or if he is not inclined to talccfomuch pains, he 
nay perufc a very iuccincl abridgment of Meurfius's book in Dr. 
Potter's exccl'em antiquities of Greece* to whom vve are in a great; 
mcaiurc bcho den for this part of our hillory ot Athens (26J. 

(26) ViiicGronov. The/. Autiq* Grarc* VoL IV. 

the 
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.the foundation of it was laid by PiJiJIratus, it was carried on 
but flowly in fuccecding times, fcven hundred years elapfing 
before it was finiihed, whi^h happened under the reign of 
Adrian, who was particularly kind to At h vis this was the 
firft building in which the Athenians beheld pillars. The pan- 
theon, dedicated to all thfc gods ; a moft noble ftru&ure, 1 up- 
ported by 120 marble pillars, and having over its great gate 
two horfes carved by Praxiteles ; it is yet remaining, as we 
fhall have occafion to fliew hereafter, when we come to fpeak 
of the prefent ftate of this famous city. In federal parts of 
it were Stoai or porticoes, wherein people walked in rainy 
weather, and from whence a fedl^of philofophers were deno- 
minated ftoics, becaufe their matter Zeno taught in thefe por- 
ticoes^ There were at Athens two places called Cer amicus 
from Cera?nus the fon of Bacchus and Ariadne ; one within 
the city, containing a multitude of buildings of all forts, the 
other in the fuburbs, in which was the academy and other edifi- 
ces. The Gymnajia of Athens were many, but the moft remar- 
kable were the Lyceum, Academia, and Cynofargcs. The Ly- 
ceum flood on the banks of IHJJus, fome fay it was built by 
Pijijlratus, others by Pericles^ others by Lycurgus. Here 
Arijlotle taught philofophy, inftru&ing fuch as came to hear 
him as they walked, whence his difciplcs are generally thought 
to derive the name of Peripatetics 1 . The Cer amicus without 
the city was at the diftance of fix ftadia from its walls, the 
academy made part thereof, as to the name of which there is 
fome difpute; fome affirm, that it was fo called from Acade- 
mus an antienthero, who, when Helen was ftolcn by The feus * 
difcovcred the place where flic lay hid to Ca/lor and Pollux, 
for which reafon the Lacedemonians ^ when they invaded Atti- 
ca ^ always fpared this place u . Dicccarchus writes, that Caf- 
tor and Pollux had two Arcadians in their army, the one nam- 
ed Echedemus, the other Marathus, from the former of thefe 
he fays this place tool: its name, and that the borough of Ma- 
rathon was fo called from the other x . It was a marfhy un- 
wholefome place, till Cimon was at great pains to have it 
drained, and thai it became extremely pleafant and delight- 
ful, being adorned with fhady walks, where Plato read his lec- 
tures, and from thence his fcholars were {tiled Academics*. 
Tiie Cynofargcs was a place in the fuburbs, not far from the 
Lyceum ; it was famous on many accounts, but particularly 
for a noble gymnaiium credted there, appointed for the fpecial 

f Atiienjbus. Deip. 1 viii. c Suidas, & al. " Plut. 
in vit. Thef. x Poem. apud. Gronov. Thcf. Grxc. Vol. IV. 

Hon at. Ep. lib. ii. E, ii, Plutarch, in vit. Thefei. 




The Hisforysf the Athenians. Book I. 

ufe of fuch as were Athenians only by one fide ; in after- times 
Themijlocles derived to himfclf ill-will, by carrying many of 
the nobility to cxercife with him here, becaufe being but of the 
half-blood he could exercife no .where elfe ; in this gymna- 
fium Antijihenes inftituted a fed: of philofophers, who from 
the name of this diftricl:, as many think, were ftiled Cynics*. 
The havens of Athens were three, firit the Piraus, about 35 
or 40 iladia from the city, till joined thereto by the long walls 
before mentioned, after which it became the principal har- 
bour of the city ; it had three docks, Cantbaros, Aphrodi- 
fiunh anc * Zen, the firft was fo called from an antient hero, 
the fecond from the goddefs Venus , who- had there two tem- 
ples, and the third from bread-corn. There were in this port 
live porticoes, which joining together formed one great one 
called from thence Macro. Stoa, or the long portico ; there 
•were likewife two great markets or Fora, one near the long 
portico, the other near the city. The fecond port was Mu- 
nychia, a promontory not far diftant from Piraus, a place 
very Itrong by nature, and afterwards rendered far ftrongerby 
art. It was of this that Epimenides faid, if the Athenians fore- 
&w what mifchief it would one day produce to them, they 
wouldeat it away with their teeth. The third was Phalerum^ 
diftant from the city according to Thucydides 35 ftadia*, but 
according to Paufanias only 20 h . This was the moft anti- 
ent harbour of Athens, as Pyr&us was the moft capacious. 
As to the extent of this city and other particulars, the rea- 
der will meet with them at the bottom of the page (K). 

The 

z Plutakch. invit. Themift. D 1 0 c . Laert. in vit. Antift- 
hen. a Bell. Pelop. lib. ii. b In Arcad. 

(K) If Athens eclipfed other cities by her fame for arms and 
arts, ftie was no fefs.confpicuous for her beauty, as appears from two 
authentic teftimonies, the accounts given us by antient authors, and 
the relations exhibited by modern travellers ; we had once an in- 
tention of comparing thefe, but confidering that it would have taken 
up a great deal of room, and have interrupted too much the courfe 
of the hiftory, we have chofen to refer the defcription of Athens, as 
it now ftands, till we come to fpeak of theprefent (late of the Mo* 
rea. It may not, however, be amifs to obferve, that Arijlides, an 
author who wrote exprcfaly on this fubject, affirms, that Athens in 
her glory was a day's journey in compafs ; thofe who have thought 
this account too general inform us, that it was one hundred feventy 
eight ftadia in circumference, that is, fomething more than twenty 
two Roman miles. After it fell from its antient fplendor, it en- 
dured great variety of fortune. Sylla deftroyed it without mercy, 
made its ftreets overflow with blood, and taught its moft fuperb 

buildings 
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T.h E people of Athens were freemen* Jo j owners^ or JIavcs ; 
the citizens, called in Greek Politai^ were never very nume- 
rous, but what may feem Arrange were as many in the time 
of Cecrops, as in the moft flourifhing ftate of the common- 
wealth, hardly ever exceeding twenty thoufand c. It was 
Solon who decreed, that none fhould be accounted free, but 
fuch as were Athenians both by father and mother. After his 
time it fell into difTuetude, till revived by Pericles, and again 
at his inftance repealed. After the expulfion of the thirty ty- 
rants Solon's law was reftored. A perfon born of a ftranger 
was ftiled Nothos, a baftard, whereas the fon of a free woman 
Was called Gnrjios, i. e. legitimate. There was in the Cyno- 
farges a court of judicature, to which caufes of illegitimacy 
properly belonged, and the utmoft care was taken to prevent 
apy from being inrolled Athenian citizens, who had not a 
clear title thereto d . The citizens, for at prefent we will not 
meddle with the ftrangers and ilaves, were divided by Cecrops 
into four tribes, the firft called Cecropes from Cecrops, the fe- 
cdnd Autochthon, from a king of that name, the third Aclai 
from Acleus another king of Athens, or rather from Acle 
which fignifies a Jhorc, the 4th Paraloi ; thefe names were 
altered by Cranaus, and again by Ericthonius. In the reign 
of Eretthcus they were again changed, the foldiers were cal- 

cPlut. iri vit. Perielis. Athen^eus. Deipnof. lib. vi. d Plu- 
t a R c h . ubi ftipra. Pollux, lib Hi. 

buildings to fubmit to the flames. It provoked Julius Cafar by an 
obftinate refinance, but when it fubmitted at Lift, he contented 
himfelf with facing, That he pardoned the living for the fake of the 
dead, and neither hurt the city nor its inhabitants. They fided 
with Brutus again ft the Triumvirate, and with Anthony, who called 
himfelf a Lover of Athens, againft Auguflus, Tiberius, or at lcaft 
his fon Germdntcus, favoured them, but it was to Adrian, who had 
been archon of their city, that the Athenians owed the revival of 
their an tientluftrc. . The fuccecding emperors took a pleafure in 
adorning it, but the Goths, in the reigns of Arcadius and Honorius, 
deftroyed it as they did the other cities of Greece. Theodofius the 
fecond out of refpecl to his emprefs caufed it to be re-edified. This 
may ferye to make' the defcription in the text perfectly intelligible ; 
for as to its fortune in later times, that mull: be referred to the fub- 
fcquent part of this hiftory, of which it will be the proper fub- 
jedt ; the curious reader may, however, if he pleafcs, confult the 
very learned Mcurfius, in his elaborate work referred to at the bot- 
tom of the page (27), 

(27) Meurf dt Fort. Atben. apud. Gronov. Thcfaur. Antio. Grate. 
Vol IV. 
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led Oplitai, the craftfmen Ergatai, the farmers Georgoi^ the 
graziers and fliepherds Aigicorai ; in this ftate they were when 
Solon fettled the commonwealth, and appointed the fenate to 
be compofed of four hundred, one hundred out of each tribe e . 
Clyjihenes encreafed the number of the tribes to ten, and made 
the fenate confift of five-hundred, taking fifty out of each 
tribe ; in fucceeding times two other tribes were added, each 
tribe was fubdivided into its Demoi or wards, and with refpe£fc 
to thefe it was that Solon inflituted the public feaite beforemen- 
tioned, at which fometimes the whole tribe a/Tembled, fome- 
timcs feveral wards, and fometimes only the inhabitants* of 
one ward. The fecond fort of inhabitants we mentioned were 
called Metoicoi, i. e. fojourners ; thefe were perfons who liv- 
ed always at Athens, yet were not admitted free denizens ; as 
for fuch as did not conftantly refide in Athens, they wereftiled 
Xenoi, i. e.Jirangers. The fojourners were obliged to choofe 
out of the citizens protectors who were Itiled Patrons ; they 
paid feveral fervices to the ftate, and befides thefe an annual 
tribute of twelve drachms for every man, and fix for every 
woman ; but fuch as had fons, and paid for them, were ex- 
empted 5 if people fell to poverty and were not able to pay 
this tribute, they were feized by the tax-mafters and a&ually 
fold for flaves, which, as \Diogenes Laertius tells us, was the 
fate of Xenocrates the philofopher £ 5 the fojourners in Attica 
were under the fame law as thofe in Athens ; as to fervants, 
they were freemen, who through indigency were driven to re- 
ceive wages, and while they were in this ftate had no vote 'Hi 
the affembiy 5 as to flaves they were abfolutely the property 
of their mafters, and as fuch were ufed as they thought fit ; 
they were forbidden to wear cloaths, or to cut their hair like 
their mafters, and, which is indeed amazing, Solon prohibited 
them to love boys as if that had been honourable : they 
were likewife debarred from anointing or perfuming themfelves 
and from worfhipping certain deities ; they were not allowed 
to be called by honourable names, and in moft other refpedb 
were ufed like dogs. They ftigmatized them at their plea fu re, 
that is, branded them with letters in the forehead and elfe- 
where ; however, Thefeus** temple was allowed them as a 
fan&uary, where if they were exceedingly ill-ufed they might 
fly, and thereby oblige their mafters to let them be turned over ; 
in this and many other refpefts the Athenian flaves were in a much 
better condition than thofe throughout the reft of Greece ; they 
were permitted to get cftates for themfelves, giving a fmall 

e Plutarch, in vit. Solon, Pollux, lib, viii. c. 9. f In 
vit. Xknoch. 
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premium to their matters, who were obliged to make them 
free if they could pay their ranfom 5 they likewife obtained 
the fame favour from the kindnefs of their matters, or for hav- 
ing rendered military fervices to [the ftate ; when they were 
made free they were obliged to choofe patrons, and had like- 
wife the privilege of choofing a curator, who, in cafe their 
patrons injured them, was bound to defend them 5 . Having 
thus fpoken of the people in general, let us return to the con- 
sideration of the Athenian citizens in their pol'tical capacity 

The 

g Plutarch, in vit. Solon. Ari stop h. in Avibus. &c. Pol- 
lux, lib. vii. Plautus, &c. 

(L) In Cecrops\ time the citizens were, as we have faid above, 
twenty thoufand ; under the. adminiftration of Pericles, when the 
Athenian power was at its greateft height, they were not fo many 
(28). When Demetrius the Phalerean prefided over them there was 
an exacl: account taken of the feveral forts of inhabitants with- 
in the city, as we are informed by Athenaus, from whence it ap- 
peared, that there were twenty one thoufand citizens, ten thoufand 
fojourners or foreigners,, and four-hundred thoufand flaves (29). 
The knowledge of this is a material thing, for without it it would 
be a difficult matter to account for the fmallnefs of the Athenian ar- 
mies. At the time of Cecrops's poll the whole number of his fub- 
was without doubt included ; in early times they were glad of 
citizens ; but when Athens rofe in power and glory, Ihe fet a high 
value upon this dignity. Menon, who fent them afupplyof two 
hundred horfe, was refufed the freedom of Athens when he defired 
it (30). Perdiccas king of Macedonia, who had done them great 
fervices, could obtain no more than a right of dwelling in the city 
with an exemption from taxes ; but though they were thus ftifF in 
refpect to perfons of high quality, they were more pliable towards 
men of diftinguilhed merit. Hippocrates the phifician was readily 
admitted a citizen of Athens, and the fame favour was granted to 
all the inhabitants of Plataa, for their fcafonable affillance in the 
P erfian war. .It was only the general affcrnhly of the people which 
could confer this privilege. Nay, when it was conferred, the 
grant was not valid unlefs ratified in a fecond affembly, wherein fix 
thoufand citizens were prefent. And as this honour was generally 
fued for by perfons of eminent diftinction, the people gave their 
votes privately by putting little (tones into veffels, that no fort of 
undue influence might reach them; if, after all the fc ceremonies, 
it appeared, that the perfon on whom it was conferred was unwor- 
thy, there was a power lodged of taking it away in the court of 

(28 Plutarch, in w/. Peric/h. (20 fyipnof. lib. vi. ( 30 J 
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The general aflcmbly of the people, which Solon y as we 
have fhewn before, made the dernier re fort, was called Ecclc- 
Jia, and confuted of all the freemen of Athens , excepting 
fuch as were aiimoi or infamous. The meetings of thefe af- 
femblies were either ordinary or extraordinary. The ordi- 
nary were fuch as were appointed by law, the extraordinary 
fuch as neccfiity required. Of the firft there were four in 
five and thirty days, for reafons which will be hereafter 
given. In the firft aflcmbly they approved or rejected ma- 
gift rate;,, heard propofals for the public good, and certain 
caufes. In the fecond they received petitions, and heard every 
man's judgment on the matters that were before them. In 

the third they gave audience to foreign ambafiadors. The 
fourth was employed altogether in affairs relating to the gods 
and their worlhip. The extraordinary meetings were ap- 
appointed by the magiftrates when occaiion required, where- 
as to the ordinary aflemblies the people came of their own 
accord. The firft were held either in the market-place, in 
the Pnyx a place near the citadel, and in the theatre of Bac- 
chus-, as to. the latter, the magiftrates who appointed the ex- 
traordinary meeting, appointed alfu the place where it fhould 
be held. If any fudden tcmpeft rofe, or an earthquake 
happened, or any fign notorioily inaufpicious appeared, the 
aflcmbly was immediately adjourned, to prevent the people 

Areopagus ; nor are inftances of this fort wanting in the Athenian 
ftory fai/ 1 . -As to the foreigners or fojourners, though the/ were 
incapable of the honours belonging to free citizens, yet if they 
nianifcftcd an extraordinary love towards the flate by any mining ac- 
tion, they had a fort of half-freedom bellowed upon them, where- 
by they were exempted from the taxes they bore before, and in re- 
fpect to pecuniary matters, were on the fame foot with free denizens ; 
this they ftiled Attleia (32\ Such Athenians as through poverty, 
became fervants, were ililed Pelata ; except the right of voting, 
they enjoyed all the rights of free citizens, they changed their wai- 
ters when they thought lit, and in cafe they found themfelvcs in a 
condition to live in a flate of independency, they were rcllorcd to 
their votes, and their fortitude was no more imputed to them as a 
bar to their preferment i ",3). As to flaves, they on their coming 
to a new place had a handfoms entertainment given them, and fwect- 
meats thrown over their hcadr, as it were to welcome them to their 
fervice, which, if they fell into good hands, was lome;imcs eafy 
enough, bur for this they were obliged not to the gentlcuefs of their 
laws, but of their mailers. 

(^H Uo;:\fl. Orat. in Km ram. (32) SuiJas. liar pier at ion. 
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from apprehending unhappy confequences from their define-." 
rations. But if the weather was fair and ferene, and nothing 
happened out of the ordinary courfe of things, they proceeded 
to purify the place where the aflembly was held, which was 
done by fprinkling it round with the blood of young pigs, 
then the cryer made a folemn prayer for the prosperity of the 
republic, and that heaven would beftow a happy iflue on 
their councils and undertakings ; he then pronounced a bitter 
execration againft any who ftiould in that aflembly propound 
what might be difadvantagcous to the ftatej thefe ceremonies 
over, they proceeded to bufinefs. There were feveral ma- 
giftrates who had the overfceing and regulating of thefe af- 
iemblics ; thefe were firft the Epiflate^ or prefident of the af- 
fembly, who was chofen by lot out of the Proedri ; his office 
was to give the fignal for the peoples voting ; next to him 
were the Prytanes, i. e. a committee of the fenate, who of 
courfe were prefent on this occafion ; by their order a pro- 
gramma, or febeme of the bufinefs to be propofed at the af- 
fcmbly, was previoufly fet up in fome public place, that 
every man might know what bufinefs to apply his thoughts 
to. The Proedri were nine in number, appointed by lots 
out of all the tribes to which the Prytanes did not belong; 
they had the right of propofing to the people what they were 
to deliberate upon, and their office ended with thea/Tembly; 
there fat with them afTeflbrs, who were to take care that 
nothing they propofed was detrimental to the common- 
wealth 5 the firft ftep to bufinefs was the crycr's reading the 
decree of the (enate whereon the aflernbly was to deliberate; 
when he Had finifhed tin's, he made proclamation in thefc 
words ; Who of the men above fifty will make an oration ? 
When the old men had done freaking, the cryer made pro- 
clamation again, that any Athenian might then offer his fen- 
timents whom the la// allowed fo to do, that is, all fuch as 
were a'jove thirty years old and were not infamous. If any 
other rofe up to fpeak, the Prytanes interpofee, and bid him 
be.filcnt, and if he did not obey them, the LiSlors pulled 
him down by force. When the debates were over, the pre- 
fident permitted the people to vote, which they did by cart- 
ing firft beans, but in aftertimes pebbles, into certain vclleLs; 
thefe were counted, and then it was declared, (hat the de- 
cree of the fenate was either rejected or approved, after 
which the Prytanes difmiifed the alfembly h . 

Having fpoken of the people, then privileges, and af- 
femblics, let us now proceed to the fenatc, which, as we 

h ViJeSinos. & Uboo, Km Mies. Rep. Athen. 

have 
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have already fhewn, was inftituted by Solon to prevent the 
dangerous confequences of leaving the fupreme power in 
the people; at the time of his inftitution it wis to confift 
of four hundred, a hundred out of each tribe, it was in- 
creafed to five hundred, when the tribes were augmented to 
ten, and when they came to twelve, it was alfo fwelled to 
fix hundred. v They were elected by lots after this manner: 
At a day appointed, towards the clofe of the year, the prefi- 
dent of each tribe gave in a lift of fuch perfons belonging 
thereto, as were fit for and defired to appear for this dignity; 
thefe names were engraven on tablets of brafe, and a num- 
ber of beans equal to the number of the amount of them, a- 
mong which were a hundred white ones, put into a veffel, 
then the names of the candidates and the beans were drawn 
one by one, and fuch as were drawn by the white beans 
were received into the fenate After the fenate was elected, 
they proceeded to appoint the officers who were to prefide 
in the fenate: Thefe were the Prytanes before mentioned, 
and they were ele&ed thus ; the names of the ten tribes were 
thrown into one veffel, and nine black beans and a white 
one into another veffel. Then the names of the tribes were 
drawn with the beans. The tribe to which the white beai* 
anfwered prefided firft, and the reft according to the order in 
which they were drawn. The time in which they prefided 
was thirty five days, and was called Prytania^ the Attic 
year being by this means divided into ten parts. Some au- 
thors fay, that the firft four Prytania contained thirty fix 
days in order to make the lunar year complete, which ac- 
cording to their computation confifted of 354. days ; but o- 
thers affirm, that thefe four days did not belong to any of the 
Prytania^ but were fpcnt in the election of magiftrates, and 
that during this fpace the Athenians were without magiftrates 
The Pry tana while the fenate confifted of five hundred were 
fifty in number; for the farther avoiding of confufion there- 
fore, ten of thefe prefided a week, during which fpace they 
were called Proedri, and out 0? thefe an Epijlate or preji- 
dent was chofen, whofe office lafted but one day, and by 
law no man could hold it more than once ; the reafon of 
this was, that he had in his cuftody the public fcal, the keys 
of the citadel, and the charge of the exchequer The read-, 
cr muft diftinguifh between the Epijlates and Proedri laft 
mentioned, and thofe fpoken of in the former paragraph, 

* Steph. Byzant. de Urb. * Pollux, 1. viii. c. 9. 

Harpociut, 1 Pollux, ubi fupra. 
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faecaufe though their tides were the fame, their offices were 
perfectly "diftind. The fenater affembled by dire&ion of the 
Pry tones once every day, excepting feftivals,. and fometimes 
oftener, in the fenate-houfe, which was thence called Pry- 
tanium. When a member of the fenate made a motion for 
a new law, it was immediately engraven on tablets, that the 
members when they came next might be prepared to fpcak to 
it ; at the fubfequeht affembly the Epiftate opened the mat- 
ter, after which every fenator that pleafed delivered his fen- 
timents, then any of the Pry tones drew up the decree, and 
repeated it aloud ; after which they proceeded to vote, and 
if there was a majority of white beans, then it became Pfe- 
phifma, and was afterwards propounded to the people ; if 
they approved it, it became a law, otherwife it was of no 
force longer than the fenate who decreed it fubfifted. The 
power of the fenate was very great, for they took the ac- 
counts of magistrates at the expiration of their offices ; they 
* directed the provifion made for poor citizens out of the pub- 
lic treafure ; they had the fuperintendency of public prifons, 
and a power of punifliing fuch as committed a£fe morally 
evil, though not prohibited by any law ; they had the care 
Kkewife of the fleet, and befidesall thefe they had many other 
"branches of authority, which it is not neceflary for us to 
mention* Before they took their feats they were conftrained 
to undergo a very ftri& examination, wherein the whole 
courfe of their lives was inquired into ; and if the leaft flur 
on their reputation appeared they were fet afide. When 
this examination was over they took an oath, whereby they 
bound themfelves to promote in all their councils the public 
jnpod, to advife nothing contrary to the laws, and to execute 
their fun&ionsexa&ly. The higheft fine the fenate could 
impofe was five hundred drachms $ if they thought the of* 
fender deferved a heavier mul&, they then tranfmitted the 
caufe to the Thefmotheta^ who punifhed them as they thought 
fit. The fenators, when their year was out, gave an ac- 
count of their management to the people, but that they 
might have the lefs to do, they always puniflied fuch of their 
number as they found offended, by expulfion, and in this they 
were mighty exa£t ; yet an expelled fenator was notwith- 
ftanding eligible to any other office, the moft trivial omif- 
fion being fufficient to procure a difmiffion from the fenato- 
rial dignity, and therefore when the tribes chofc their fena- 
tors they alfo chofe a certain number of fubfidiaries, out of 

which when a fepator was expelled another was fubftituted in 

his 
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his place ». Each fenator was allowed a Drachm every day, 
. for it was a conftant rule with the Athenians that the public 
ought to pay for every man's time, and therefore fuch of the 
poor Athenians as thought fit to demand it had three Oboli 
for going to the aflembly. If during their adminiftration 
any Clips of war were built the fenators had crowns de- 
creed them ; but if not they were forbid to fue for them. 
The fenate, as we have before remarked, was looked upon 
as one anchor of the Athenian ftate, we will now fpeak of the 

other. 

The court of Areopagus was fo called, becaufe it afTem- 
bled on a hill not far from the citadel called Areas Pagos, i. e. 
Marsh hill. Some fay, that Mars was the firft criminal 
tried in this court. It is not agreed who inftituted this court j 
feme afcribe it to Cecrops, others to Cranaus^ and many to 
Solon 9 among whom though Plutarch and Cicero are reckoned, 
yet it is certain that they were miftaken, for Arijlotle af- 
firms directly the contrary ; nay, Plutarch himfelf cites a law 
of Solon 9 s 9 wherein the fentences of the Areopagus aremention- 

" cd as things of an old date n . The fource of this error feems 
to be Solon's reftoring the power of this court, and making it 
fupcrior to the Epheta^ whom Draco had made fuperior to it. 
It is very difficult to afcertain the number of which this court 
confuted, becaufe authors are much divided about it. Such 
of the archons, though fome fay only fuch of the Thefmotheta:, 
as had given an account of their adminiftration before the 
Logifttfi and had obtained their approbation, were received 

Jnto this fenate; this was Solon's inftitutibn, and was ftri&ly 
obferved for a long courfe of years, whence it became the moft 
facred and venerable tribunal in Greece, A fenator in this 
court was an officer for life, unlefs he was guilty .of any im- 
morality, and then he was immediately expelled j to laugh 
while the court was fitting was an unpardonable offence, and 
the members thereof were forbidden by law to write a come- 
dy ; nay, if an archon was feen to be fitting in a tavern or 
public-houfe, it was fufficient to bar his admiflion. De- 
mojlhcncs affirms, that to his time no judgment of that court 
had ever been queiiioned °. They had cognizance of all ca- 
pital caufes, and with them the intent to murder was pu- 
nifhed as feverely as if it took effect \ till Pericles lef- 
fened their power they were a check upon the people j they 

miEscHiN. in Timarch. Aristoph. Avibus. Pollux, ubi 
fupra. Demost. Timocrat. n Meurs. in Areop. 
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could, if they thought fit, cancel the fentence of an affembiy, 
where a criminal had been acquitted contrary to evidence ; 
and they likewHe refcued innocent perfons in. danger /from the 
rafli fen tehees of , the people ; they had the cuftody of the, 
laws, the management of the public fund, the dire&ion of 
youth, for which reafon they were prejfent at marriages aju£ 
Sacrifices, to fee that all things were tranfafled with decencjr 
and fobriety 5 they had the power of punifliing idlenefs ; and, 
in confequence of this, they fent for any body they pleafed, 
and examined him what he fpent, and how he came by it, lb 
that it was impracticable for a man to live dillblutely in 
Athens on ill got wealth, fince on the firft appearance of pro- 
fufion fuch a perfon would have been convened before the 
Areopagites. Matters of religion, blafphemy againft the gods, 
contempt of myfteries, all forts of impiety, the confecration 
qf new; gods, ere&ion of temples and altars, and the intro- 
duction of new ceremonies into divine worfhip, belonged, 
wholly to this court. Plato^ therefore, having learned, in 
Egypt that there was but one god, was forced to conceal his 
knowledge for fear of. being queftioned by the Areopagites p i 
and St, Paul was on this account arraigned before them as a 
fetter-forth of ftrange . gods, when he preached J e fa and 
AnaJlaJiS) i. e. the refurreStion As to ftate affairs, the 
court of Areopagus rarely meddled in them, unlefs in times 
of public calamity, when the citizens fled to them as to their 
laft refuge. They met three times every month, viz. on the 
27th, 28th, and 2.9th days thereof, if any fudden occafian 
required their aflembling they were wont to meet in the royal 
portico. It is obfervable, that this court always fat in the 
open air j fecondly, chat they decided all caufes in the dark, 
that feeing neither plaintiff nor defendant their paffions might 
be uninfluenced. Caufes of murder were introduced by the 
Bajileus or fecond archon, who in right of his office had a 
feat amongft them 5 but before he took it he was obliged to 
lay afide his crown, which, as the mark of his dignity, he 
wore at all other times. As to the form of trials before the 
Areopagus^ we fliall not detain the reader here, but take a 
proper occafion to infert it in a note. All the great men of 
Athens paid a high regard to this venerable tribunal till Peri- 
cles rofe, who, becaufe he could not become a member there- 
of, having never been archon, took fuch a pique to them, 
that he left no means uneflayed to diminifli their authority 
and fink their credit, which by the help of Ephialtes he in a 
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great meafiire effe&ed, cadfing riioft tif the bufinds which had 
feetf before them to be transferred to other cour6» to which 
foftke authors, not without reafon, havie afcribed the fudden 
degeneracy of the Athenians*, arid, in c6hftquenci»- thereof,; 
tjhe ruin of this ftate*. 5 ^\ 

* We come now, having fpoken of the 'Athenian people, the 
tenate, and court of Areopagus y to thb magiArites- The chief 
of thefe were the Arehons 6r Archontes\ they were, aswe* 
obferved, nine inftftmber, and were'chdfen by lot ; but after 
they were chofen they Were 6bliged to undergo two efcami- 
rfations, one in- the fenate-houfe called Anacrifis^ '" the other in 
the Forum called Docimajia ; in thefe they were a&ed who 
were ' their anceftors', whether by three d'efcents they were' 
Athenian citizens, of what tribe and ward they were, whe- 
tffef'i"ebited to Apollo Patrius> or fupiter Here'aus^ whether 
they had been dutiful to their parents, had ferved the appoint- 
ed titaes in the wars, had the eftate required by law, and 
^i^trherthey were perfeft in all their limbs ; thefe queftioris V 
fame* think were put to every other magiftrate : thefe de~* 
mands being fatisfa&orfly anfwered, they were 1 wndufted to* 
the royid. portico, where each of the archons took an oath in 
thefe words ; I will Be punftual in ihe otferpanie' of the laws y 
arid if lam deficient in this refpe£i y I will' for every fuch de- 
f&UWcon) f cerate a jfatiieipf gold as big as myfelf 9 to the Del" 
phi t a72 Apollo 1 . TTiefe 'cef einonies over/ the archons entered r ; 
oti' thfcir charge, 'fome parts of which they executed feparatefyy 
others' belonged iii conimbri to them MSPy they had all the 
pb\v6r 6F jpuniihmg 'iritW death llich malefelSors as deferred it ; 
they were all crt>wn#T with wreaths of myrde, and had the 
pbwer 6f appointing certain urider-officersj ' and of inquiririg 
into the donduft of other magiftrates. As the reward of 
dieir labour in the fervice of the public, they were free from 
afl taxes whatfoever, and if any was foilardy as to flrike or 
affrotit them, He was punifhed ■ witji infamy The ftrft of 
tffem was fometimes ftrled Eponymos, becatrfe the year took 
its denomination from him ; to him it belonged to determine 
ati catifes between men and their wives, iji 1 matters relating 
tb pofthumous children, dowries, legacies, 4 arid teftaments. 
He had a right to appoint tutors and guardians todrphans, to 
decide fuch difputes as arofe among neighbours, and riiany 
other things. The celebration of certain feafts and the regu- 
lation of Itage-plays were alfo within his province, and he 

* Plut. in vit. Periclis. Meursivs. Areop. » Pollux.' 
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had a particular courtof judicature wherein he heard caufes ; 
If even by'addifeiit he" wts cimta&n witlr ii$ior^%c WSSSSi 
dbftV TO fo^tf archon, wtio was rfaed li ^W ? oi- 
ffr&haA his court of judicature. .'in' the royal portico ; he 
decided alFqon^ informatidp ^ 

jmpiety, blafphc&yj;' and fuch like.crimts ; he prefidediTri aifl 
the great feaf^i 'M' aiEfted in. #0 the public facrifices for fhfe 

profperity 6f th c e 'r&iifelic. It Was : .required, Mt his wiffe 

ffiould be a dtfetfn of and a/vfiMi, and ike too'wafe 
filled 1 by the Athenians Bajilip. '.Afccufations V. murder 
werefirft Iddged in : ]>is ! court, and then he introduced thfejrtA 
irito the , cburt : of ; ^jtreofyagUs o. The s Polemarc/tis 1 6r tbjijd 
archon hkd ail|Tojdurners and Grangers within hi^ jfrrilmt- 
tion 5 he Was bouhd alfo to bffer a folemn fieri fide to Marr^ 
and another t6 and to takfe care, that tfcS 'tjrildreri of 

fuch as loft ^ ' their lives in thefervice of the ftate flrp>l^^)^: 
ieive them^nten^ them by law: Asit'bften hag'- 

jiened, that 1 thtfe' three magiftrates, by reafon of 'their youth, 
Were not fb Vireli ftifled in the laws>iid c^ft^mV of dieir country, 
as to be pbl& to ekecute pun&baily r klfthe branches' 6f /&elr 
refpe&ive offices, they chofe edch J of them twd graV^ahd 
diftinQ: pferfqns:"who underwent the ll&r feiamination^ S^fth 
themfelyes, to fit with 'them' as affeflors^ ahd they were " ac- 
countable as well as the archon for their behaviour in their 
pofts The other fix archons Were ftited Thtfmbthetari the£ 
had one common; tribunal where* they heard caufes of variriUi 
kinds V they ratified; air public tf6nitfa<as ; and leSgOes, ' fettled 
the court-days Jn the Teveral iudfeatotes of Athdfts; took cart 
that no laws ifibuld\be pafled "cohti'irjr to the intereft of th6 
jtabliic, arid profetute;d fuch ^irtdeivtiured* to perfuade tticf 
beople to^give their* confenrjtf any- Aifch laws they werif 
Ske wife * obliged evphf tear ' td Mttiine the whole ; Corpus %- 
m, in Order to tffcpver "' wh^fhet thertr;wert' any laws .that 
contradicted, each other % whether there Was*; a; Multiplicity' of 
iiatutes about the fame thing, or whether there frer^afty fo 
doubtful as to render it impttifible to' I&oyr their ' tri^e fcrife % 
which if there wire* then the ^^^i-drewr tjp a'n^ort^ 
wherein waq brigfly contained 1 the ftWof the cife ; v/ this was 
hung lip in a public place, ind the next afleftbly of the people 
voted which of the Jaws fhould be preferved j and : whidvrenfe^^le'd , 
or altered 9. inferior to the archon§ tlifcre were man f putlfc 
magiftrates ; 'twill be neceffery to mention fame df ^Hem, 

I 4 1 
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bec^ufe they will frequently occur in the courfe of this hif- 

ipr/ ? • In" the firft place they had Nqmtphylaces > who were 
jjfo.ftiled tfre eleven,, becaufe they were fo many in number, 
pne chofen out of each tribe, and a clerk, or. Secretary iylio 
iinade up the eleventh. Their duty it was to look to the exe- 
cution of the Jaws, they had authority' to feize robbers and 
other capital offenders, and if they confefled to put them to 
death- Dr. Potter thinks they refembled our flieriffs r . The 

Phylarchi were the prefidents of the Athenian tribes $ but in 
£ime this became a military title. The Philohafileas was an 
officer in each tribe who did the fame things within his jurif- 
di&ion, as the Bafdeus did with refpe£l to the ftate. The 
Demarchi .were the principal magift rates in wards, the Lex- 
archi were fix in number, and were bound to take care, that 
the people came duly to aflemblies ; in their cuftody was the 
public regifter of citizens names ; they had under them 
Ttoxaie who . were li£tors or Wiliffs 5 they were fometimes a 
thoufgnS in. number 5 thefe men were ^ecefiary, but lik$ 
jmoft of their fort were in a manner infamous, as may be 
gathered Sfrpm the comedies of Jrijiopbdijes 5 they were ge- 
nerally Scythians 9 raw-boned brawny fellows, ready to exe^ 
cute any thing they were commanded (\ , f The Nomofbeta 
were a tboufand in number, their bufinefs was. to watch over 
and infped into the laws. There were tvvp f Jfons of orators in 
the ferviceof the ftate, fome were appouited" r ^ 
law when a motion was made tp ; repeal it | t^{$^^ £eir : |% 
fromjthe ftate, but the fame man Was inca^aole -of being elefied 
twice. Befides thefe tliere, were ten fettled oi^jtojrs called Retoresi 
ejefted by lots 3 their bufinefs was to plead public qi'ufes in the 
fenate-houfe ; for this, they had their ftated fees, f " and witii 
refpedt to their qualifications the laws run thus c< Let no 
« c one be a public orator; wKo hath ftruck his parents, ' deniedf 
" them maintenance, or fhut them out.of his doors, who 
V hath refufed to ferye in the army, who hath thrown away 
16 .his fhield, who hath been addifted to lewd women, noto- 
* c rioufly effeminate, or has run out his patrimony.. Tf any 
«« jiian .who has been guilty of thefe crimes dare to deliver an 



c< oration, let him be brought to trial upon the fpot Lei 
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gtefies from the point ip queftion, ojr after the 



"drachmae; and if that is not thought .enough. Jet him bp 
**' brought before the next aflembly and fined again " K[ : W$ 
fhall conclude this draft of the Athenian government with v an 
account of their courts of juftice, which, exclusive of the Ar 
reopagus, were ten m number 5 four had cognizance of cjijjlir 
hal, and fix .of civil caufess, Thefe ten courts were num- 
bered with the ten firft letters of the alphabet, and:, ^ere 
thence ft iled Alpha* Beta, Gamma, &c* When an Athenian 
was at Ieifure to hear caufes he wrote his own name. that, of 
his father, and the ward to which he belonged,. upon a tablet; 
this he preferred td the Thefmotheta^ who returned it again 
to him with another, tablet, with the tetter which fell to , his 
lot ; then he went to the cryer of the court, who prefented 
him a fcep tre, . and gave him admiffion. When the caufes 
were over, every judge went and delivered Ms fcepter to the 
~PrytaneSy and received a ftated fee foy every caufe that was 
tried. But as this was intended only to compenfate their lofs 
6f time, fo that there might be no appearance of covetouf- 
inefs, a man was. forbid to fit in two courts on the fame day 
The firft criminal cpurt, after the. Areopagus, was that of 
the Epheta, of the iriJKtution of which the reader has already 
had in account \ ' it cbhfifted of fifty one members, all upwards 
of fifty one years old j Draco gave it a very extenfive jurif- 
diiSion, hut Solon foofc away from them the power of judg- 
ing in any other caufes than thofe of manflaughter, acciden- 
tal killing, and lying in wait to deftroy ; the Bajileus entered 
|}l:caufes in this cbqrt 2 . The fecond criminal court was cal- 
Ud' Delphinium, hecaufe it was held in .the temple of Apollo 
'Deipbinius, it had* cognizance of fuch ^murders as were eon- 
feffed by the crimmal, 'but at the fame time juftified uijder 
Ibme prefence or/other *. The Pryianeum was .the third cri- 
ftiiqaT .court, it held' 'plea of fuch cafes where death, enfued 
from inanimate things ; .caufes were heard here with the fame 
folemiiity as in /other courts, and on judgment given, the 
tiling, whatever it was, that had occafioned the death of a 
man, was. thrown out of the territory of Athens. This ju- 
dicature t Was as ^ antfent as the reign of Erectheus^ and th< 
firft thing 'tried tK^ein was an ax, wherewith one of Jupiter's 
piribfti; tilled an J dx which had eaten fome of the confecrated 
cakes, and who, as foon as he had committed the £a&, fe- 
cured' fii/rifelf by .flight, \ The laft criminal court was ftiled 

:** -^EscttiN. ubi fupra, r Athen. Deipnof. lib. vi, z Pol- 
lux, lib. viii. c. io.. * Pollux, ubi fupra. k ./Elian. 
Hift, var. lib. viii. c. 3. Pollux, ubi fupra. 
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Phrtalum^ it fat in a place not far from the fea-fhore, and 
(iich perfona were brought before this court, as had commit- 
ted murders in their own country and fled to Attica ; the pro- 
€«e«Kngs of this court were fo fevere, that they did not per- 
mit the criminal to come on fhore, but obliged him to plead 
his caufe in his vefTel, and if he was found guilty, he was 
committed to the mercy of the winds and leas c . Of the ju- 
dicatures for hearing civil caufes, the firft was the Parabafton y 
fo called, as Tome think, becaufe in it no matter could be 
heard, if the caufe of action was above one drachm a . The 
Cat/ton or new court was the lecond tribunal K . The third 
was ftiled the court of Lycus? becaufe it affembled in a tem- 
ple dedicated to that hero, whofe 'ffatue,'. which was repre- 
sented with the face of a wolf, was fet up'in all the courts of 
juftice f. The Trigonon was fo called, becaufe it was trian- 
gular in its form.*.' The court Met'idius derived its appella- 
tion from the architect who built it K The fixth and Iaft 
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nerally contrived to have derived its name from the judges 
fitting in the open air expofed to the fun. All the Athenians* 
as we obferved before, who were free citizens, were allowed 
by law to fit in thefe courts as judges. But before they took 
their feats were fworn by Apollo Patrius, Ceres? and Jupiter 
the king % that they wotild decide all things righteoufly, and 
according to hw where there was, any law to guide them* and 
by the rules of natural equity where there was none. The 
oath taken by the judges, who fat in the court laft mentioned, 
is reported by Demofthenes in thefe words , "I will give fen- 
* 4 tence according to the laws and the decrees of the people 
*' of Athens , and the council of five hundred j I will not 
" confent to place the fupreme power in the hands of a fingle 
4C perfon, or a few ; nor permit any man to diffolve the 
0i commonwealth, or fo much as to give his vote, or make 
* 4 an oration in defence of fuch a revolution. I wili not 
" endeavour to difcharge private debts, nor to make a divi- 
" lion of lands or houfes: I will hot reftore perfons fent into 
* 4 banilhment, nor pardon thofe that are condemned to die, 
** nor expel any man out of the city contrary to the laws and 
44 decrees of the people and council 6f five hundred, nor per- 
mit any other perfon to do it : f will' not ele£t any perfon 
iC into any public employ, and particularly 1 will not create 

* Si com ins de Rcpub. A then. lib. iii. c. 3. d Pai/san. At- 
ticu. c Austoph. Vefp. ' Pollux, Su i das, Ar is- 
toph. ul>i fupra. u Sicon. ubi fupro. AtUsrorH. ubi fu- 

pra. h Pollux, Ha r pock. 
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c< any man Archort, Hieramnemon^ ambaflador, public he- 
46 raid, or fynedras, nor confent, that he fliall be admitted 
" into any of thofc offices, which are ele&ed by lots upoft 

the fame day with the archons, who has undergone any 
* fi former office and not given in his accounts ; nor that any 
" perfon fliall bear two offices, or be twice elefted into th$ 
«« fame office in one year : I will not receive gifts nfiyfelfj 

nor fliall any other for me, nor will I permit any other 
< £ perfon to do the like by any means, whether direct or in* 
** direft, to pervert juftice in the court of Helicsa : I am 
« 4 not under thirty years of age : I will hear both the plain- 
c < tiff and defendant without partiality, and give fentence in. 

all the caufes brought before me : I fvvear by Jupiter 9 
* c Neptune , and Ceres ; if I violate this oath or any part of it, 
w may I perifh with my whole family ; but if I rcligioufly 
C6 obferve it, may we live and profper The Helczajiic 
court coufifted at leaft of fifty, but its ufual number was fiv6 
hundred, judges ; when caufes of very great confequence 
were to be tried a thoufand fa: therein, and now and then 
the judges were increafed to fifteen hundred, and even to two 
thoufand ; there were many inferior courts in Athens for the 
decifion of trivial caufes, but of thefe there is no neceffity of 
{peaking, fmce we defign no more than a fuccin£t view of 
the Athenian republic, as it was fettled by, and in confe- 
quence of, Solon's laws. 

We left thit great lawgiver at his departure from Athens- 
to vifit foreign climates for the fake of acquiring wifdom- Her 
went firit to Egypt, where he converfed with Pfenophis the 
Heliopolitan and Soncbis the Sake, the moft learned priefls of 
that age and country, from thefe he drew the knowledge of 
a multitude of things unheard-of by the Greeks, and particu- 
larly the iituation and condition of the Atlantic iile, of which 
he wrote an account in verfe, which Plato continued. From. 
Egypt he went to Cyprus, where he was extremely well en- 
tertained by one of the petty kings thereof j this prince reign- 
ed in a little city called Apeia, i. e. high, built by Demophoon 
the (on oi'The/eus on an eminence near the river Clarius, but 
in a foil craggy and barren, Solon, obferving, that there was 
a very plea fan t plain below, engaged the king to remove Ins 
people thither, and to build a new and larger city for thcic 
reception. Solan himfclf affiiicd in the execution of chc ua- 
dciliikifig which lie had projected, and his ichcine luiceeded 
fv» well, that numbers of people, invited by tlie beauty of 
the place, came to fettle themfelves rhcreiu, whence the 
king, wfaofe capital -ie was, changed its name out ol f»rari~ 

tude. 



tndc x and failed it Solos. He is thought to have vifited about 
th!$ time Thales the Mileftan^ with whom it is certain he had 
5Ui intimate acquaintance : Plutarch hath recorded a very lin- 
gular pallage which happened at this time \ Solon inquiring of 
Thales* why, confidering the happy fituation of his affairs, 



chil 



* 

him 



ftrang* 



properly inftru&ed* who faid* that he came ten days ago 
from Athens; Solon immediately aflted him what news he 
brought from thence : " I know of nothing extraordinary 
*« (replied he), except that the whole city celebrated the f u* 
*« neral of a young man, the fon of a citizen moft eminent 
u for his virtues, who, it feems, went abroad upon his tra- 
cc vels". Mifer able man * cried Solon: But did you not hear 
his name ? I did 9 returned the ftranger, but I have forgot it ; 
this I remember that he was particularly famous for his wif- 
dom and his jujlice ; ftfas it Solon ? ffaid our philofopherj It 
was, anfwered the ftranger. tJpon this our legiflator began 
to beat his head, to weep, and to bemoan himfelf. But 
Thales in terpofing with a fmile, addrefled him thus : « Thefe, 
iC O Solon, are the things which make me afraid of marriage 
" and children, fince thefe are capable of affecting even fo 
« wife a man as you ; be not, however, concerned, for this 
" is all a fidtion" l . Whether on this occafion, or on the 
reallofs of a fon, is uncertain, Solon being defired by a per- 
fon not to weep, lince weeping would avail npthing , he 
anfwered, with much humanity and good fenfe, And for this 
caufe I weep. At Delphi he had an interview with the reft 
of the fophifts, and the. year following at Corinth by Perian- 
der's invitation ; fome think, that at this time alfo he went 
to Crete and vilited Epimenides, he likewife conferred with 
Crcefus king of Lydia, as has been before related in the hif- 
tory of that prince k (M). 

While 

1 Plutarch, k Diogkn. Laert.ui ?it> Solonis. Herodot. 

lib. i. k See Vol. V- p. 414. 

(M) As to the interview between Solon and Crcefus 9 there were 
in Plutareb** time many who thought it a fittion ; and this great 
writer himfelf, though he thought it neceflary to infert it in So- 
Ms life, owns, that none who mentioned it as a faft were able to 
folve the difficulties in chronology which attended it. The vfery 
learned M. Dacier has the following note upon: that paflage ; *■ So- 
„ . L — thi r d year of the forty kxthofyfn* 

overthrown by Cyrus the fecond year of 

the 

t 
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. Whiljk Solon W^s abroad •^ftfar fell all into confufion a-: 
gain. . TJie tjbree fa^joi© before mentioned began to he more 
tfouyefaiie th^fi ever $ Lycurgys put Jiimfelf at the head of 
$e cpmifry pf opfe Megacles the fon of Alcnuean yrzs the 
c^ief of thpfe who livjed upcjn the coaft, aqd Pififiratus pja- 
c«4 Jyn?felf at the head of the poorer fort of people in the city, 
to protect tjiem, as he pretended, from tyranny. Tl^e laws 
of Solon were indeed obferved, Ijecaufe npne of the factions 
found it fpr their intereft to fubvert tljem, but all looked for 
a change., and vpere uneafy till it was effected, though J^ow 
to change for the better nppe of them foiew, nor pretended! 
to know j in the iriterinj Solan returned, and his return feemed 
propitious for Jijs country. All tlje ; factions paid their court 
to him, and affe&efl to (hew hirri the deepeft reverence and 
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the 58th, which makes it impoflible for Solon to be living at 
that time, that is to fyy, 47 ye#rs after his archonfhip. Thi$ 
they prpve; more ftrongly, by making it appear, that Solon died 
when Heg efiratus *yas archon, in the fecpnd'year of the ;ifto- 
lympiad. Now Crafus was not king till the firfl year of the 
56th olympiad, which was twenty, rwo years after the death of 
Solon. How then are we to make this voyage of Solon into Lydia 
" fall in wi tfi the reign of Crafus? E(pecially,if according toPlutarch 9 
this voyage was performed even before the tyranny of Rififtra- 
tus. This is fo full of difficulties and contrarieties, that it is im- 
poflible to reconcile them, unlefs we agree with Plutarch t that 
** the antient chronological tables are by no means exadt, notwith- 
u ifendirjg jhe.great lajbpur and pajns feveral perfons have been at 
u to regulate then} (28) Mr. Stanley (following Laertius) an^ 
many others have thought, th^t the placing this interview, not 
before, but after Pififiratus made himfelf mafter of Athens^ would 
fet this bufinefs quite right, and accordingly Sir Ifaac Newton places 
this conference in the year after Pififiratus affumed the fovereignty, 
or rather in the fame year, and makes this the year before the 
death of Solon (29). But to return from fo perplexed a fubjeft to 
the mention of a point or two not taken notice of in the account 
before given of this conference in our hiilory of Lydia: Plutarch 
fays, that Mfop the fabulift was at the court of Crafus at the fame 
time with Solon, and that he was extremely concerned when he 
faw hpw much the king flighted (o great a man. He .could not 
therefore forbear giving Solon the following fhort piece of advice, 

let your wifits to kings be as feldom or as plea/ant as you can. To 
which our Athenian anfwered, Mi, rather kt them be as feldom or 
<u profitable* as you can (30). The love of liberty was fo ftrong in 
Solon, that he could not gaitifay, fo much as in a compliment. 

(28) In vit. Solo'nis. (29) Short chronicle, 40. (30) 
Plutarch, ubifuprd. 
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refpe£t, befceching him. to refume his authority, and to com- 
pose the diforders of the ftate. But this, however, he declin- 
ed on account of his age, which, as he faid, rendered him 
unable to fpeak and aft for the public benefit as he was wont. 
However, he fent for the chiefs of each party, and fpoke to 
them in the mildeft and moft pathetic terms, beleeching 
them not to ruin their common parent, but to prefer the 
public good to their private intereft i • 

Pifijlratus among all the principal pejrfons of Athens, feem- 
ed to be moft affedted with Solon's difcourfes. They were 
relations, intimate friends, and had a great fimilitude in their 
difpofitions. Pifijiratus was exceedingly courteous and affa- 
ble, and as he was bleffed with a fair eftate, fo he was gene- 
rous without profufion, and beneficent without oftentation. 
He had always two or three flaves near him with bags of 
filver coin ; when he faw any man look fickly, or heard that 
any were dead infolvent, he comforted the one with a proper 
fum, and buried the others at his own expence; if he per- 
ceived people melancholy, he enquired the caufe,. and if it 
was poverty, he furnilhed them with what might enable them 
to get bread, but not to live idly ; in a word, he had, or 
feemed to have, all the virtues which could adorn a noble- 
man . he would not fo much as fuffer his fervants to fhut his 
garden or orchard gates, but allowed every body to go in and 
take what they pleafed. His looks were eafy and fedate, his 
language fmooth and modeft ; he feemed a great lover of e- 
quality, and a zealous friend to the coriftitution. Solon pene- 
trated all thefe appearances, yet he did not immediately break 
with him, but endeavoured to fhew him the iniquity of his 
diffimulation, and would often tell him, Sir, were it not for 
your ambition, you would be the lejl citizen in Athens ; and 
when he found this made no impreffioh upon him, Solon kid 
the fame thing to others, that men might beware of his de- 
figns, and not fuffer his virtues to be fatal to his country 

About this time The/pis, who is generally eftecmed the 
inventer of tragedy, either introduced or reformed it at A- 
thens, with which the people were mightily charmed. Solon, 
who piqued himfelf upon learning, even in his old age, went 
to fee this new divertifement, and after the performance was 
over, addreHed himfelf to Thcfpis in thefe words , " / won<- 
" der you are not ajbamed of telling lies before fo great an au- 
<•<- d it nee" ; The] pis replied, That there could be no harm in 

i Plot, ubt fupra. Dioghn. Laeht. ubi fupra. Hhrodot. 
lib. i. 1,1 Dacier. Not. in vit. Solon. Plut. ubi fupra. Ci- 
cbr. de Prat. lib. iii. 
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giving a fpeciousform to faljhood^ fo that it were in jejl 5 Ah $ 
cried Solon, ftriking the ground violently with his ftaff, if 
once we are p leafed, with your faljhoods in jefl> we Jhall foon 
have them creep into, our more ferious affairs n . 
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to pals; that great politician, perceiving how much the people theftve- 
were at his devotion,, refolved to feize the prefent opportunity ™ptty- 
to che^t them out of that liberty they neither knew how j 
to ufe pr to keep. With this view having wounded himfclt J e „ 00 * 
and (as Herodotus fays) the mules that drew his chariot °, he y^ar'he- 
l^fhedinto the market-place as if purfued by his enemies, and f or e Chrift 
ihewing his bleeding body, befqught the people to protect him 560. 
from thofe whom his kindnefs to them had rendered his impla- ; 
cable enemies ; they teftifying loudly their concern, Solon , 
T»ho was by this time come to the place, drew near him, and 
faid, Son of Hippocrates, you do not acl Homer'x Ulyffes wcU y 
fince you deceive your fellow citizens ; whereas he 9 when he had 
vjounded himfdf praclifed only on the enemies of his country. 
A general aflembly was prefently convened, wherein Arijlon 
moved, , that Pififtratus s might have a, guard ..of fifty perfons ar- 
med with club?. Solon op^ofed.it|,.,he.;toJd the citizens, that 
if misfortunes befel them, 

them, but themfelves,' for that eyifc were not accidental, but 
punifhments ; that jjrafty perfons khew' how to drefs lies in the 
yeftments of truth, and that^ before they, niade iijndvatipns they 
Ihould well cqnfider . the confequences. . ^&fter Km Pi/i/iratus 

yPpk: Reiving; ^Ke loud applaufe, 

Solon contened jumfelf with faying, 

" You dpat upon his vpvds .and, foothlng fpeech. " 
The meaner fort of people adhering unanimpufly to the. pro- 
portion of Arijlon^ and thericheft Athenians remaining filent 
when they faw how things would' go, Solon took his leave, 
faying, that he was wifer than fome, znd/louter than others ; 
wifer than thofe who did not penetrate Pijijlratus's defign, 
and Jiouter than thofe who did not oppofe it. When he was 
gone the aflembly proceeded to vote Ptjijlratus a guard, but 
what numbei; is not eafy fettled; it ftjould fcem from Plutarch's 
account that he had but fifty p . Herodotus does not mention 
any number at all Polydtnus makes them three hundred r f 
but Stf/fltf himfelf in his letter to Epimenides fays exprefsly tlierc 
were four hundred f 5 however it was, he made ufe of his 

0 Plut. ubi fupra. 0 HEKODOT.lib. i. P Plut. ubi fupra. 
1 lib. i. r Stratag. lib. i. c, 2 1. r Vide Epift. Solon, ad Epi- 

men. poft. 
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gudrd to fdz6 the citadel, which having peffbrfoed, he with- 
out ifcore'ado, according to Herddotus c and Plutarch », 'affu- 
ined the fovereignty. But Poly anus hath given us a- very Stt- 
gular account of the method which he'tobk to put it but tot 
the power of the Athenians to defend thenifelves, evenagainft 
ithefmall number of ifcen under his command. He fuiriitid- 
fied zin 'alfettibly to be held at the Anacim^ and direfted, that 
the people Ihduld cortie thither armed ; when they were accor- 
dingly come together, Pifijiratus harangued them, but in a 
very low voice j the people coin plaining th&t they could \fabt 
Well hear what he (aid, he ptetehded, that it was the clangor 
of their arms which drowned his voice, and advifed them to 
lay them down in the portico of a temple. This they did, 
and Pifijiratus thert Entertained them With a long ahd elb- 
faueht otltion, to Which While they lifteiied with deep ktten^ 
fcibh,- Ptyftra'tus** guard conveyed a^y their kritis, To tJiaJt 
When he had done fpeakiiig, the Menidtiifoti themfelves 'na- 
ked ririd all power of refiftaftce takeii fidkn . thett*«/' , All M- 
ftbriaris agree, thartmldft the confufibh tthifch folded this 
tranfaftion there was 1 ah aftehribly held, Wherein; made a 
Tpeecrh, inveighing ,agamft the, m&&ei^pr^ 
IffiAt; and exciting them td take arhis ifii defeitfe of thfciflw 
berty. When' he foiihd ribbing. ^oyia 'do, he fet tfoWn his 
wn arms, ahd confehted'liirfifelf 3 with fa/hi'g? W'tSi mimjt 

tf 'rHy pdwer 1 have' ftriveh for iriyifaitity anfyniy IdtOsi Plu- 
iarth Jays, Mi li^reftifed to* feaVrhis^iiHt^;' and that ojl 

Pt/ijtraius's tetiM b feri6^ j^hatlt^^Vh^ inTph-ed hint with 
boldneTs eriougli t&- &bit Him in 1 fiitf? '£ mihtf ' he ahfwefed 

My old age But other afitftbft * tityy itik Wiith greatef pro* 
bability/tiiat/he imihed!are^;*leFt tiie "ifowiMttn of Mens, 
ABdut th'iJ tim it ft Mfc ifte'lf that tie Wfoti 'the foltowih* 
letti* to ftiWrfehd In &AeK / ' 

Sbkn td Epiminifa : 

■ ■ * 

Neither are my hm likely tb btettefitthe Athenians 
" lotig, nor have you d6Ae the dlty mueh gb'od by yout iuf- 
titration. For facred Ktes and Vife WgiveVs eahttot atone 
** ; benefit cities, fitfce it is df great tbrife<[u:ence, ! of what 
« djTporitionthofeare.whoi^flaence thecpirtfyon people; fa- 
*« cred ahd oyil 'J^s, if foch men erteCute them well, arte 
^profitable, but if rfbt, are of little ^ufe. ' My laws are now 
u in a very indifferent condition, thofe in whom the govern- 

« ubi fupra. a ut ifupra. 11 Stratag. lib i. e. 21. fetf. ii. 
^ ubifupra. 3 Dioc&n. Laert. in vitaSolon, 

" m«nt 
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<c ment was lodged, making no oppofition to PtfiftrhtUsh 

" defigns, abandoned the ftate ; this, when I foretold, I 

* could not be believed, the Athenians crediting rather his 
?* flatteries than my truth. Perceiving this, I laid down my 
<c arms before the magazine, and faid, that I was wifer than 
♦ 6 thofe who did not fee Ptfijlratm aimed at tyranny, and 
** ftouter than thbkv/ho were afraid to refifthim. For this 
cc they looked upon Solon as a madman ; however, I hefita- 
u ted ijot to make this proteftation before I departed ; Be- 
" hold, O my country, Solon ready to vindicate thee in word 
6C and deed ; they ag&in cried out that I was mfcd. Thus, 
€ < finding myfelf alone in op^ofing Pijtjlrattts, I left them ; 
" let them fKllj if they pleafe, guard with their arms this 
" their tyrant, for you muft know, my friend, that the man 
« very artfully poflefied himfelf of the fovereignty; hecom- 
« plied at the firft with the democracy, afterwards wounding 
« himfelf, he came into the Elhea, exclaiming, that he was 
<c thus wounded by his enemies, defiring, that they would 
" grant him a guard of four hundred men, which they, re- 
" gardlefs of all I could fay, complied with; after this he 
? c diflblved the popular government. In vain I laboured to 
" beftow freedom on the meaner fort .of people, fince 

« now the people of all ibrts are become Pifi/lratus's ftr- 
« rants'*. 

Pifijlratus % in poffefling himfelf of the ftipreme power in 
Athens^ did not overturn the laws eftaWiflied by Solon ; on the 
contrary, he did all that in him lay to provide for their better 
execution, and loft 1 nothing of that: moderation for which he 
Ifad been before remarkable a , With refpeft even to Solon 
himfelf, he preferved for him the higheft veneration, and 
Was fo much difturbed at his leaving his country, that he 
wrote to him the following letter to engage him to return b . J 

Pififtratus to Soku : 

i 

* c I am not the only perfon among the Greeks who have 
<c afted in this manner, nor am I without right to the king- 
<c dom I poflefs* being the defcendant of Codrus. That 
4< Which the Jtthmians fwore to preferve to Codrus and his 
" heirs and yet took away, I have recovered. I ofFend nei- 
*« ther againft God nor man. I take care to fee thofelaws 
<c you framed for the Athenians ftriftly put in execution, and 
" fuffer uone to do wrong, I claim no other privileges, thoNgh 

* Plutarch, ubi fupra. Arist, Polit. lib. v. c. iz. 

• Diocbn, Labrt, ubi fupra. 
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<* a tyrant, than the honour and dignity, and accept no mor 
*« than what was thought, due to the antient kings. Th e » 
M Athenians indeed pay the tenths of their eftates, not to rae». 
" but for the defraying the expences of the public facrifices,. 
« the other charges of the commonwealth, and that we may. 
" have wherewithal to cany on a war if we fliould be enga- 
* c ged in one. I do not at all blame you for difcovering;my 
<c intention ; you did. it out of regard to your country, rather. 
" than out of hatred to me ; you were ignorant of the form. 
" of government f meant to cftablifli : had you known it,> 
" you would perhaps have born it, and not have gone into 
<fi banifhment ; however, .return, and believe me without an 
<c oath, Solon fliall never fuffer hurt from Pififiratus y my. 
f 6 very enemies have nothing to charge me with of that kind- 
« If you will be of the number of my friends, you fhall be 
C c . theftrft, for I never obferved any thing of fraud or falfhpod. 
V. in you ; if you are refolved to continue othei wife, liv<? at 
V Athens as you will, only for our fake do not deprive your- 
c ? felf of your country 

i 

Solon to Pijiftrctus. 

« I Believe I fhall not fuffer any harm by you, for be- 
" fore you were a tyrant I was your friend, and at pre-. 
" fent am no more your enemy than any ot;her Athenian who 
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d iflikes tyranny. Whether 



« c a fingle perfon or. by ^democracy, ; let both ; parties deter-, 
«< mine. I pronounce you the befr "of tyrants 9 but to return to 
" Athens, I think not fitting, left I incur cenfure, who fet- 
" tied an equality in the Athenian common wealth, and would 
" not accept of the tyranny ; by returning, I fhould leem to 
" comply with thy a&ions 

Solon kept ftridUy to his word, and returned no more to 
Athens, but died abroad. How old this great man was at the 
time of his deceafe was not agreed even in the days of Plu- 
tarch % who fays, that Heraclides Ponticus affirmed, that So- 
lon lived a long time after Pifi/lratus aflumedthe fovereignity,. 
whereas Phanias the Ephejian reported, that he did not live 
after it quite two years ; Milan agrees pretty well with this 
computation d , for he fays he died a little after, being decre- 
pid with age ; Diogenes Laertius informs us, that he reached 
the age of fourfcore c , but Lutian> however, will have it , 

r In vita Solonis, prope fin. d Hift. var. lib. viii. c. 16. 

c ubi &pra» 

r that 
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that he lived a hundred and upwards f ; where he died is ano- 
ther very difputable point ; fome fay it was in Cyprus B , others 
not & ; Diogenes Laertius informs us, that he dire&ed that his 
bones fhould be burnt, and their afhes carried to Salamis and 
fcattered over the ifland x . Plutarch treats this as a fable, but 
acknowledges at the fame time, that many eminent writers 
had given into it, and mentions particularly Arijlotle The 
Athenians, after the death of Solon, paid him the higheft ho- 
nours, and ere&ed for him in the forum and at Salamis a fta- 
tue in brafs with his hznd in his gown, the pofture in which he 
was wont to fpeak ; which he certainly deferved for the mighty 
fervices rendered by him to his country (Nj K But to return 
to Pijijlratus : 

At 

f In Longzevis. * Diocen. Laert. ubi fupra. Valsr. 
Max. lib. v. c. 3. Plutarch, ubi fupra. » ubi fupra. 
k ubi fupra. 1 JJsch. in Timarch. 

(N) We have already faid fo much of the genius of Solon, that it 
would be tedious to dwell upon it here ; we fhall therefore take 
notice only of fome remarkable pafTages which are related con- 
cerning his death, give a fuccinft account of his writings, and of 
the praifes beftowed upon him by the moft eminent among the an- 
tient Romans as well as Greeks. The very Jaft day of his life fome 
friends of his fitting in the chamber fell into a difcourfe, to which 
he liftened with great attention ; being aiked the reafon, he anfwer- 

ed, I do this, that <wben I have learned uuhat/bever it is you difptite 

about, I may die (31). A little before his laft agonies, hearing hit 
brother finging an ode of Sappho, he was fo well pleafed with it, 
that he called the young man, and bad him teach it him ; and the 
reafon of this being alfo demanded, It is, returned he, that 1 may 

learn while I am departing out of this life (32). As to his writings 
.we ftand indebted to Laertius for the following accounc : his laws ; 
orations to the people ; poems ; the Atlantic hillory, which was 
his laft work and left unfiniflied ; again attempted by his kinfman 
Plato, and by him alfo left unfiniflied ; occafional epiftles ; amongft 
thefe there is the following one, preferred by Laertius, addreifrd 
to the tyrant of Corinth, who was elteemed one of the feven fages 
of Greece ; it is very fhorr, and therefore we did not think fit to 
omit it. 

Solo 11 to PerianJ*r. 

" You fend me word there are many who plot againfl you ; if 
" you Ihould put them all to death, it would advantage you nothing ; 
<k fome one there may be of thofe whom you lufpect not who plots 

(31) Valer* Maxim. lib, viii. c. 7. (5*) Stub. Serrn. xxix 9 

" againfi 
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'At- the very beginning of bis adminiftration, Megacks and 
hi* family retired out of the territories of Athens* but they, 
did this with a view only to preferve themfelves from being 
cut off to render his principality the furen They did not re- 
nounce all hopes of returning to their country, or all corres- 
pondence with their countrymen; on the contrary, he and 
his affociates entered into a treaty with Lycurgus and hig 
party, and having brought them into a fcheme for overturn- 
ing Pifijlratus* they profecuted this with fueh effedt, that he 
found himfelf obliged to retire, and feek, as they had done, 
fhelter in a foreign clime ; and the Athenians* notwithftand* 
ing all the inftances of love they had (hewn him, were fo far 
wrought on by his enemies, as to order his goods to be pub* 
licly fold. However, though this refolution was not only 
taken, but put into execution, there was no body but 
Callias who would venture to buy any of them ; from an 
apprehenfion, no doubt, that one time or other- he would be 
reftored m. 

As Megacles and his party had negotiated with Lycurgus 
the ruin of Pijijlratus* fo fome time afterwards, finding, that 
Lycurgus and hisfa&ion were not implicitly governed by 
them, they began to treat with Pififlratus* and to offer him, 
in cafe he would marry the daughter of Megacles f to reinftate 

"Plut. ubifupra.HE&0POT. Jib.L 

againft you, either fear.ig htjnfelf, $)<li%inli>g you, or defiro^ 
to ingratiate himfelf vith the city, (though you have done hiqi 
no injury. It is beft, if you would be ftpe from jealpufy, to ac- 
. " quit yourfelf of the caufe ; but if you will continue in tyraq- 
" ny, take care to provide a greater ftrength of flrangers th#i is 
" in your own city ; fo fliall you *eed to fear no man, nor put any 

" to death (33)". 
Plato in various places, commends the wifdom, learning, and 

genius of Solon (34), fo alfo does Ariftidu Dion Chryfofttn 

fpeaks of him with the greateft refpeft (36), as an orator aqd fc- 
giflator, as a warrior and a patriot j Dtmftbents has in few words 
celebrated his praifes f 37) ; Gem affirms, that before the times 
of Solon and Pifijlratus eloquence wgs unknown (38) ; Seneca mfcn- 
tions Solon with great reipedl ^39), and Valerius Maximus, as^e 
records many things relating to him, fo be fails not greatly to com- 
mend him. In fine, antient and modern writers agree, that with- 
out flattery, Solon might be Oiled brave, wife, and honeft ; how 
, fliall we commend him more ? 
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(33) Diogen. Lasrt. Fit. Solon* (34) A Amator. de Repub. £sV. 

(3;) Orat. Parafth. (36) Oral, xxu (37) In Aviator. 

(38) DcQ/at. (39) Epiji. xc. 
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him in his principality, to which Pijijlratus readily affented; 
It is eafy :o conceive, that this affair required rather fraud than 
force foe its being conduced with fuccefs* Pijijlratus and 
Megacles- refolded: to reft all upon an expedient which Hero- 
dotus ftiles a ridiculous project \ but*, ridiculous as it appeared^ 
it fucceeded* They found out a woman, whofe name was 
Phya the daughter of Socrates, a man of mean family and 
fortune j this woman was it feems of prodigious ftature, and 
Dtherwife very handfome ; her they dreffed in armour* placed 
her in a chariot, and having difpofed all things fo as to make 
her appear with all poffible advantage, they condufted her to* 
"Wards the city, fending heralds before, with orders to fpeafc 
to the people in thefe terms, " Give a kind reception, O 
cc Athenians, to Pijijlratus, who is fo much honoured by 
C6 Minerva above all other men, that (he herfelf condefcends 
6C to bring him back to the citadel* " When the he- 
ralds had publilhed this in feveral places, the report was uni- 
Verfally fpread, that Minerva was bringing home Pijijlratus \ 
fend in the city the multitude, believing this woman to be the 
gocldcfs, addrefled her with prayers, and readily received 
Pijijlratus. When he had recovered the fovereignty, he 
married, as he had promifed, the daughter of Megacles, and 
out of gratitude to Phya gave her in marriage to his fon 
Hipparchus n . 

It was not long Pijijlratus enjoyed in quiet that autho- 
t ity to which he had been fo oddly reftored J we have already 
obferved, that he kept his word to Megacles in marrying his 
daughter, and it feems Pijijlratus conceived that his word 
bound him to nothing more. But confidering that he had 
children by a former wife* and that Megacles's family were 
hdd by the Athenians to be execrable, he never convcrfed 
with this new wife of his as a wife, which for a time fhe 
concealed j but at length mentioning it to her mother, the 
family fo highly refented his proceeding, that Megacles in- 
ftantly began to negotiate with the malecontents, which 
Pijijlratus perceiving, and feeing what an effe<ft it produced 
6n- the minds of the people, he once more quitted Attica 
voluntarily, and retired to Eretria. There, as fbon as he 
found himfelf in fafety, he confulted with his fons what courfe 
was fitteft to be taken in the prdent fituation of their affairs* 
Mippias propofed the reducing Athens by force, which was 
dgreed to, and immediately P/Ji/iratus applied to feveral of 
the Grecian cities to furnifh him with men and money for 

"Hsrodot. ubi fupra. FoltJbu. Sratag. lib. i. c. 21. 
Yaler. Max. lib, i. c. 2. 
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the carrying this defign of his into execution. Several yield- 
ed him their affiftance as they were defired, but the Thebans 
exceeded all others in their liberality. Some troops of Ar- 
gives were quickly levied by the help of thefe fubfidies, and 
all things were much forwarded by the kindnefs of Lyg~ 
damis? a Naxian? who, as a volunteer, joined them with a 
considerable number of men, and advanced alfo a large fum 
of money. In the eleventh year of their banilhment, fays 
Herodotus? Pijijiratus? with his family and the army he had 
drawn together, marched from Eretria and entered Attica. 
The firft place they poflefled themfelves of was Marathon? and 
when they were incamped there they were joined by multitudes 
of Athenians, who loved the government of Pijijiratus better 
than a democracy. It feems the government of that city had 
not taken any very vigorous fteps, though they knew that Pi- 
fijiratus was raifing men and borrowing money ; but when 
they heard he was marching dire&ly towards Athens? they 
affembled all their forces to defend themfelves and to repel 
the invader. In the mean time, Pijijiratus advancing with 
his army from Marathon^ arrived at the temple of the Pa- 
lawan Minerva ; and after they had placed their arms before 
the gates, Amphilytus 9 a prophet of Acarnania? by divine im- 
pulfe went to him, - and pronounced this oracle in Hexa- 
meter verfe : 

The net is fpread, and dexteroufly thrown, * 
By the clear moon-light fhall the tunnies come. 

When the prophet had delivered thefe words, Pijijiratus 
comprehending the oracle, and faying he accepted the omen, 
broke up with his army. In the mean time the Athenians 
having drawn their forces out of the city and taken their din- 
ner, betook themfelves afterwards to dice or fleep. So that 
the army of Pijijiratus? falling upon them by furprize, foOn 
put them to flight; and as they were endeavouring to make 
their efcape, Pijijiratus contrived an artful ftratagem in or- 
der to difperfe them fo intirely, that they might not rally 
again. He commanded his fons to ride before with fpeed, 
and in his name to inform all thofe they fhould overtake, 
that they hud nothing to fear, and that every man might re- 
turn to hi:; own habitation Thus Pijijiratus became a 
third time poflefled of the fovereignty of Athens? out of which 
tJwt he might be no more driven, he took a method di- 
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re&ly contrary to that which Thefeus had made ufe of for 
aggrandizing his kingdom ; for whereas that prince made the 
inhabitants of Attica retire from the country, and live toge- 
ther in the city, Pijijlratus obliged them to addidt themfelves 
again to agriculture, that they might not meet together in 
the market-places and cabal againft him. By this means he 
greatly mended the ftate of the Athenian territories, and 
procured great plantations of olives to be made all over Atti- 
ca, which before was not only aim oft void of corn, but alfo 
bare of trees p . He likewife commanded, that in the city 
men fhould wear a certain kind of flieep-fkin veft reaching 
only to the knees, which in fucceeding times became pro- 
verbially the habit of flavery a . The Athenians being fo nice 
in refpeft to liberty, that if things right in themfelves were 
commanded by perfons void of lawful authority, they looked on 
obedience as the greateft mifery : on this account it was, that 
Pijijlratus 9 s laws againft idlenefs were held tyrannical, though 
they were enafted merely in fupport of thofe of Solon. He 
received as prince of Athens the tenth part of every man's 
rents, and even of the fruits of his grounds, which, though 
applied, as the antient revenues were, viz. to the fervice of 
the ftate, feemed to the Athenians an intolerable grievance. 
It happened once, that Pijijlratus being in the country, per- 
ceived an old man bufy in creeping over the rocks and pick- 
ing fomethirtg. Pijijlratus afked him what he was doing in 
that uncouth place, and what were the fruits of his labour* 
Troubles and a few plants of wild fage y replied the old man, 
and of thefe Pififtratus mujl have the tenth : to which Pi- 
jijlratus made him no reply, but on his return to the city 
difcharged him from paying this duty 1 ". He endeavoured by 
all means poffible to eradicate the fiercenefs of the Athenians^ 
but to little purpofe j for as he was averfe to feverity, 
fo it was a difficult thing for them to learn fubmiflion. 
Some young men, who had been drinking at a feaft, in their 
return met his wife and infulted her grofsly; the next day* 
however, when their fpirits were cooler, they went in the 
moft humble manner to afk him pardon. Pififtratus heard 
their apology very gracioufly, and when they had done, / 
would advife you gentlemen, faid he, to behave for the future 
more modejtly ; but as for my wife Jhe was not abroad ycjlcr* 
day r . He adorned the city with fine edifices, particularly the 

p Dion. Chrysost. Orat. vii. Maxim. TTR.Differt. xiii. 
* Svidas in voce Karo^o*. r Zbnodivs. Ceat. iv. Prow 

f6. f Plutarch. Apophthegm. 
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temple of the Pythian Apollo ; and when the 4thenians^ to 
fhew their averiion to him, went and eafed themfelves there, 
he firft endeavoured by gentle means to reclaim them from fo 
fcandalous a practice, and finding this bad no effeft, he com- 
manded a herald to make proclamation, that fuch as {qt the 
future were guilty of that offence fhould fuffer death'. He 
laid the foundations of the famous temple of Jupiter Olympi us , 
mentioned before in our defcription of the city of Athens. 
He was the firft who built a library for public ufe, and di- 
rected, that Homer's poems fhould be digefted into regular 
order as we have them at prefent. In all other refpefls he 
was a great encourager of learning, and converfed familiarly 
with Crotoniates the epic poet, who wrote the adventures 
of the Argonauts °. As to his military virtues, we have al- 
ready fhewn what a fhare he had in the reduction of Salami 's 
he is alfo reported by Herodotus to have conquered the ifland 
of Naxusy which he put into the hands of Lygda?nis \ he alfo 
conquered the city S/geium, and purified the ifland of Delos ; 
fo that on the whole, it feems he wanted nothing but a legal 
title to have rendered him an excellent prince x . He not on- 
ly maintained the laws as became him in his ftation, but when 
he heard he was accufed in the court of Areopagus of a mur- 
der, he came like a private man and fubmitted himfelf to judg- 
ment y . At another time having fome way offended certain 
Athenians of principal dignity, and they retiring to the caftle 
of PhyIiS y he went thither the next day with a cloak-bag on 
his back i when they afked him what he meant. Either, faid 
he, to engage you to go back with me to Athevs, or to flay 
with you rnyfelf, and therefore you fee I am come provided *. 
From the time of his firft pofleffing himfelf of the fovereignty 
to his death there intervened thirty three years, of which he 
reigned but feventcen, as we learn from Ariftotle, and con* 
fequently his firft and fecond exile included fixtcen years ; as 
to the latter, Herodotus tells tis exprefly, that it lafted eleven 
years ; confequently his firft exile was five years only \ H<r 
left behind him, amongft other children, two fons, both men 
of great capacity, viz. Hippias and Hipparchus, but which 
of thvfe was die eldeft is a point never to be determined. 
Tbucydllcs more than once affirms that it was Hippias y and 
charges iuch as believe the contrary with being* in a grofs er- 
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ror b . Poly anus fays the fame thing % yet Plato is as pofttfve 
that Hipparcbus was the eldeft d . ^ /Elian follows him, aqd 
Heraclides Pontictts feems to be of the fame opinion. Tbu- 
cydides fupports his account of the matter by fome arguments, 
which in the opinion of the learned jMeurfius are not very 
conclufive. Without troubling "the reader farther with fo 
perplexed a bufinefs, we will proceed to the relation of fa£te 
better aflerted (O). 

The 

■ 

f> Bell Pelop lib. i. & lib. vi. c Stratagem, lib. v. c. 14. 
* In Hipparch. 

(O) It would have interrupted the current of our hiftqry tob 
much to have dwelt therein on the family affairs of Pijiftratus; and 
yet it is neceffary, in order to have a perfect comprehenfion of the 
affairs of the Athenians during this fpace of time, that all the cir- 
cumftances mentioned in antient authors relating to the Pifift ratida 
ftiould be fomewhere preferved and explained. As to the defcent 
of Pijiftratus himfelf, we fee from his own letter to Solon that he 
was of the houfe of Codrus, the laft king of Athens. Antient au- 
thors affure us, that he was of the fame family with Neftor (40), 
fo that in point of nobility of birth, few princes have had greater 
caufe to value themfelves than Pijiftratus. His father's name was 
Hippocrates, as we are more than once told by Herodotus ; and as the 
ancients were very circumfpecl in noting whatever had relation to 
the birth of their children, fo as to the nativity of Pijiftratus fome- 
thing very extraordinary is recorded. Hippocrates, being at the cele- 
bration of the Olympic games, caufed a victim which he had flairt 
there to be put into a cauldron of water, which immediately began 
to boil without the affiftance of fire. Cbilan the Lacedemonian* be- 
ing prefent when this prodigy happened, immediately addrefled 
himfelf to the Athenian, advifing him not to marry any woman by 
whom he might have children ; in cafe he was married to fuch a one 
to divorce her, or, if he had a fon, to abdicate him ; but Hippocra- 
m did not take his advice, for his wife being not long afterdcliver- 
od of Piftftratus, he educated the child with great care ; nor is it 
unlikely, that Hippocrates apprehended why the Lacedemonian gave 
him this advice, fince he called his fon after the name of the fon 
of Neftor , that he might continually remember his lineage, and be 
from thence excited to hope and to do great things (41). As to 
his mother, we are not acquainted either with her name or family, 
or indeed with any thing relating to her, except the following paf- 
fage, which (hews that Ihe lived to be pretty far in years. When 
her fon was poflefled of the principality of Athens, (he fell in love 
with a young man, with whom Ihe convcrfed fecretly, and with 

^40 Herodot. lib. v. c. 6;. Euftatb. ad Iliad, y, (^1 ) He- 
todois lib. i. Diog. Liter tins in <vita Chi Ion is. 
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The brothers Hipparchus and Hippias fhared, as moft 
think) the fupreme authority between them ; fome fay, that 

the 

I 

great caution ; however, Pififlratus had intelligence thereof, he 
therefore invited the young man to an entertainment, and when 
they rqfe from table, What think you, my friend, faid Pififtratus, of 
jour treatment to day ? That it was mofi excellent, Sir, anfwered he, 
Why then, replied Pififtratus, you may be affured, that you Jhall meet 
nvith the like fare everyday, as long as you pleafe my mother (42). 

.As to his affability and generofity, we have fpoken fufficientiy al- 
ready ; but it may not be amifs to note, that the wifeft, both of 
the Greeks and Romans, have left us high panegyrics on the elo- 
quence of Pififiratus, which they agree was the chief inftrument he 
ufed in acquiring the dominion of his country (43). And that it 
was wonderfully great, appears from another teftimony ftill ftrong- 
cr than the former, <uiz. from the mighty apprehen fions the Athe- 
nians were in, that Pericles would attempt to make himfeJf a 
prince, becaufe in his countenance and manner of fpeaking he was 
faid to refemble Pififiratus (44). Cicero, writing to Atticus con- 
cerning Ctfar's conqucft of the commonwealth, tells him, that it 
was yet uncertain, whether the viclor would prove a Phalaris or 
z Pififtratus (45), whereby he plainly means to delineate the 
worft of tyrannies and the beft. It may therefore be affirmed of 
Pijifiratus, that of all the fovereigns who illegally acquired their 
principalities, he governed with the greateft juftice, fince both So- 
lon and Cicero teftify as much, and fince it was thought the higheft 
compliment that could be paid Cafar, that he governed like an- 
other Pififiratus. We have feen many inftances of his humanity ; 
there is yet another which ought not to be fupprefled. Thrafibu- 
hs or Thrafmedes was in love with Pififtratus 's daughter, and it 
feems was not hated by her. When therefore flie was going in 
a public proceffion to facrifice, the young man imprudently kiffed 
her, with which Pififtratus** family was fo much diigufted, that 
they entreated him 10 punifii feverely this infolent <<hvnder; to 
which Pififtratus mildly anfwered, If we are fevere to thofe who 
love us, what Jhall <we do to thoje that hate us ? Thrafimedes 9 either 
encouraged by this, or diftradled by his paffion, drew in fome 
young men of his acquaintance to affift him in carrying off the la- 
dy } this they performed as fhe came to the fhore to offer facrifice 
to the fea, and having conveyed her into a bark, made all the 
fail they could for jEgina. Hippias, being at that time employed 
in fcowring the feas of pirates, without knowing any thing of what 
happened, boarded this bark and recovered his fifter. When the 
delinquents were brought before Pififtratus and threatened with 
death, they could by no means be induced to acknowledge their 

(4.2) Plutarch, Apophtbeg. (43) Dion. Chrjf. Orat xxii. Cicer, 
de 0,at. lib. iii.'c. 34. Ijocrat. in Panathen. (44) Plutarch, 

in vita Pdriclis. (^) Lib. vii. epift. 20. 

offence. 
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the former only had the title* and others, that Pljijlratus be- 
queathed his authority, not only to thefe two, but alfo to 

offence. Pififlratus, when he had a while confidered them* told 
ThrajimedeSi that he bellowed on him his daughter in marriage, 
that no broils might be created among the Athenians on account of 
his family ; and by this means bound the relations and friends of 
that young man for ever to his ihtereft (46). Amongft: the 
worthy ails of this great inan, his collecting the works of Ho- 
mer is generally looked upon as one of the chief. We think it 
therefore neceffary to inform our readers how this was performed, 
the rather becaufe it is contained in an extrad from a Greek book, 
the whole of which is hitherto unpublifhed ; and this very extradl 
not eafily met with. Our author fays, that Pijiftratus, confidering 
the various ways by which Homer y s poems had been corrupted, 
and fearing left in the end they Ihould be totally loft, he caufed pub- 
lic notice to be given throughout Greece, that all who were poffef- 
fed of any genuine works of Homer, ihould bring them to him, 
promifing to give them fo much a line, which he pun&ually per- 
formed, even where feveral perfons brought the fame verfes ; be- 
caufe to the firft the money was due, and the latter he faid de- 
ferved it for their good will ; he caufed the whole to be revifed 
by the mod experienced critics, amongft whom Zenodotus and Art* 
fiarcbm were the chief (47), He is faid to have had three wives, 
two before he arrived at the fovereignty, and the third the daugh- 
ter of Megacles, whom, as we have fhewn, he married merely to 
keep his word. By the firft he had Hipparchus, whom Jufiin calls 
Diodes, and Hippias, but her name is not known ; the (econd was 
called Timonafa, an Argive by birth, by whom he had Jophon and 
Ihejfalus ; when he was 'about to marry this woman, his fons cams 
to him and aflced him, If any milbehaviour of theirs had induced 
him to think of another marriage ? No, anfwered he, / approve 

Jour conducl fo muck, that 1 would have more children like you (48). 

Vet he refufed to have children by his laft wife, becaufe her fa- 
mily, though noble, was ftained with an indelible mark of infamy 
among the Athenians. The name of his daughter is not known. 
Befides thefe children by his wives, he had a baftard fon, by an 
Argive woman , whofe name was Htgiftratus, to whom he left the 
principality of Sigtium, whither his fon H'ppias retired when expel- 
led by the Athenians (49). As to the dates when the feveral me* 
morable tranfaftions above recited happened, authors are not tho- 
roughly agreed about them ; we fhall therefore portpone what we 
have to fay of them, till we come to the death of Hippies, and then 
confider the whole matter together. 

(ifi) Polyan. Stratag. lib. r. c. 14. (47) Dio» 

med. in Comment. Dionyf. Tbrac. de arts Gram, apmd Menrf. in 
Pratfat. Gronov. The/. Gr*c. Vol. IV. (48) Plutarch, dt 

vita Caton. ^49) Hcrodot. Tkttcjd. Ofr. <tbi/*pr* t 

his 
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his : third fon Thejalus g ; clear it is, that Hipparchus and 
Hippias lived and reigned together ; as to the former, he was 
a perfon of great fvveetnefs of temper, a mighty favourer of 
learning, and alfo Kimfdf a very learned man. He dire&ed^ 
that the rhapfodifts, a fort of bards by profeffion, fhould at 
the great feaft ftiled Panathenaa fing all the poems of Ho- 
mer, that the Athenians might be generally inftrufted both 
in the fciences and in the moral conduit of life. He treated 
Simonides the poet with great kindnefs, and kept him always 
near his perfon, and fent.a galley on purpofe to bring the ce- 
lebrated Anacreon to Athens h . Onomacritus was another of 
his favourites, but he having been caught in the fadt of inter* 
polating the oracles of Mufaus, Htpparchus not only difmif- 
led him his court, but banifhed him Athens 1 . So affiduous 
was this prince in cultivating the minds of the people, that 
he caufed in city and country, but efpecially in the latter, 
ftatues of Mercury to be fet up, and certain wife counfels in 
Elegiac verfe to be inferibed on both fides of them. Some- 
times there was only a fhort faying, fuch as, This is the 
•precept of Hipparchus, be thou Jlriclly jujl, or deceive not thy 
friend. On account therefore of thefe fhining virtues he was 
greatly admired by his citizens, and the principality of the 
Piftjlratida feemed to be thoroughly and quietly eftablilh* 
cd k . But when it was leaft expefted, a confpiracy was form- 
ed for taking off both the brothers, which fucceeded in re^ 
fpe& to Hipparchus^ and narrowly miffed with regard to 
Hippias. Several authors report this fa& with variety of 
circumftances 5 as to the moft material, however, they are 
pretty well agreed, and they are thefe: There were two 
ypung men in Athens, Hannodius and Arijiogiton, the for- 
mer viias exquifitely beautiful in his perfon, and on that ac- 
cojjhtj according to the infamous cuftom of the Greeks, vio- 
lently beloved of the other; this Harmodius was alfo beloved 
by Hipparchus, who* if we may believe Thucydides i forced 
bim ; Arifiogiton grievoufly rcfented this, and with the in- 
jured. youth determined to revenge it. Another accident con- 
cawed to heighten their refentment; Hipparchus finding that 
HaVrnodius endeavoured to avoid him, publicly affronted him* 
By not permitting his fifter to carry the QfFering of Minerva,' 
£s4f 'flie Was a perfon unworthy of that office. The two 
young men, not daring to fhew any public figns of refent- 
rrij^pt,.confultcd privately with, their friends, among whom 

* • * ''AlWV ® v s Deipnof. lib. xiii. Thucyd. ubifupra. He- 
rac. Pontj F/agn*. \- s i»PtATo, ubi fujpi-a. 1 Bbro- 

1.QT. lib. vii. * Plato, ubi fupra. 
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it was refolded, at the approaching feftival of the P an a the - 
Mcay when the citizens were allowed to appear in arms, to 
attempt, by the death of both the tyrants, to rcilore Athens 
to liberty j the confpirators believing that the people would 
be unanimous in fupport of a defign fo manifeflly calculated 
for their advantage. When the day came appointed for put- 
ting this defign into execution, and the conipnacy appeared, 
as it had been agreed on, near the perfon of H!pparchus % 
they perceived at a diftancc one of their own number talking 
very familiarly with ilippias \ this amazed them, they were 
afraid that he had difcovcied to him the confpirators, taking 
courage therefore from the fuppofed defperate {hue of their 
affairs, they inftantly fell o\\ Hipp arch us ^ and v»ith a multi- 
tude of wounds difpatched him. The people, however, did 
not fecond them in this exploit, hut finfered Harmodius to be 
killed upon the fpot by Hipparclns\ guard, and having feiz- 
ed Arijtogiton themfelves, delivered him up 15 . Hcrcdotus, 
who was very curious in picking up Ihange ftories, relates 
a very odd one in relation to this transaction ; Hipparckus, 
he tells us, in the night preceding the day on which he was 
killed, beheld in a dream a tall handfome youth franding by 
him, who repeated diitinctly thefe obfeure lines: 

Lion unmov'd, fuflain the greater! ill ; 
For punilhment attends injuftice ftill.- 

At break of day he acquainted fuch as had /kill in dreams 
with what he had feen ; what their interpretation was, He- 
rodotus does not inform us, he adds, that at lengrh Hippar- 
chus^ defpifing this omen ; went to celebrate ths feaft, and 
was there flain in the manner we have related °. Hippias 
behaved on this occanon with great prudence ; he diffembled 
his grief for his brother's death, that he might the better pre- 
fer ve himfelf and family: He approached the great crowd of 
people with his guards, and having picked out fuch as cither 
their looks or their wearing daggers engaged him to believe 
confpirators, he difmifled the reft l \ As for the Athenians in 
general, though they fecmed to have a high cfrecm for the 
Pijijiratidxy and had been governed by them with great 
gcntlenefs for the fpace of a long feries of years, and had not- 
made any general infurredtion in order to favour the attempt 
of Harmodius and Arijlogiton, yet they carried their rcfpc£t 
for them after their deaths to a height fcarce to be accounted 



n Thucyd. lib vi. Plato, ubi fupra. -/Elian, var. hill. 
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for; they caufed their praifes to be fung at the Panathenaa q J 
they farbad any citizen to call his (lave by either of their 
names r ; they erected brazen ftatues for them in the forifm, 
which ftatues, as Pliny informs us, were the work of Pra- 
xiteles f ; thefe ftatues Xerxes afterwards carried into Afta, 
from whence they were fent back to Athens , either by Alex- 
finder 1 ^ Antiocbus*, or Seleucus* ; for authors do not agree 
which. They likewife granted federal immunities and hono- 
rary privileges to the defendants of thefe patriots, and did all 
in their power to make their memory venerable, as we fhall 

fee eliewhere 1 (P). 

The fupreme power being now in the hands of Hippias, 
he began to alter his conduct towards the people, and to treat 
them with a feverity unknown to his family before, and which 
was the worfe born, becaufe himfelf had been fo mild a 
prince. The firft effe&s of this change in his temper fell up- 
on thofe concerned in the late conf piracy, he ordered Afijlo- 
giton to be put to the torture, in order to extort from him 

^ Dion. Chrys. Orat. xi. Phi lost, in vit.Apoll. lib. vii. c. 2. 
r Lib aw. Declam. xxix. f H. N. lib. xxxiv. c. 8. c Ar- 

rian. Exped. Alex. lib. iii. 0 P a u s a m. in Atticis. * Va i*» 
Max. lib. ii. c. 10. y Demost. Orat. in Leptin. 

(P) The hiftory of Hipparcbus 's murder is varioufly reported. 
Thucydides fays exprefly, that Harmodius, who was in the flower of 
his age, was beloved by Ariftogiton a citizen of the middle rank, 
and afcribes the murder of Hipparcbus to his rival's hatred (50). 
Ariflotle calls Harmodius and Ariftogiton lovers (51), and fo does 
Maximus Tyrius (52). Juftin differs from every body, and gives 
quite another turn to the whole affair. After Piftftratus's death, 
Diodes, one of his fons, fays he, having ravifhed a virgin, was 
killed by the brother of the maid (53). He had this probably 
from tfrogus Pompeius, whofe work he abridged ; but where he had 
it is not known. Ariftogiton is fa id by fome authors to have been 
an humble dependant on Harmodius, and his miftrefs Leana no bet- 
ter than a finging-woman who ufed to attend at feafts (54). On 
the whole therefore, whatever honours the Athenians thought fit to 
decree thefe men, their confpiracy fcems rather the effects of paf- 
fion, than any defire to do their country good j or at beft, the 
latter was pretended to cover the former; but it fuited the Athi* 
?iians y who were violent enemies to the government of a fingle 
perfon, to magnify this a&ion as glorious, and to give the a&ors 
therein the title of heroes. 

(50") Tbueyd. lib. vi. f JO Rhetor, lib. ii. ( 5 2 ) Maxim . 

Tyr differt* (53) 9- (S+) Wfo lib. vii. 

c*f. 23. 

the 
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the names of thofe who were privy to this tranfa&ion. This 
man, as foon as he began to feel the torments which were 
prepared for him, named fome of Hippias 9 $ beft friends, who 
were immediately put to death. He then named more, who 
received the fame fate, and when Hippias afked him if there 
were not ftill fome others, he replied fmiling, / know of 
pone now, but yourfelf that deferves to fuffer death 7 -. But 
it was not Arijlogitqn only who triumphed over the cruelty 
of Hippias ; a woman he kept, whofe name was Lea?ia, be- 
haved with no lefs intrepidity than he. Hippias having di- 
refted her to be tortured in order to extort difcoveries, fhe 
bore it patiently as long as fhe was able, but when fhe found 
fhe could endure it no longer, fhe bit off her tongue, and 
fpit it out, that it might not be in her power to declare any 
thing to the prejudice of the man fhe loved. The Athenians, 
conceiving it indecent to fet up the ftatue of a lewd woman in 
their citadel, contented themfelves with ere&ing that of a 
lionefe without a tongue, alluding to her name, on which 
was engraven thefe words, Her tongue her f elf bit off*. This 
confpiracy being, as Hippias conceived, thoroughly quafhed, 
he took all the meafures, which human policy could fuggeft, 
to fecure himfelf in the pofleffion of his dignity ; he contradt- 
^d leagues with foreign princes, he increafed his revenues by 
various methods, though till then he had been contented with 
the twentieth part of every man's annual income ; he obliged 
the Athenians to bring in their filver coin at a certain price, 
and coined new. Thefe violent methods foon put an end to 
a government, the lenity of which had alone preferved it fo 
long. Hippias held the fovereignty only three years after 
the demifc of his brother, and in the fourth was expel- 

We 

2 Polyjen. Stratag. lib. i.e. 22. * Plut. de Garr. 

b Herodot. lib. v. c. 45. 

( Q_) It may feem a little ftrange, that in fpeakmg of the go- 
vernment of the Pififtrqtida we have afferted, that they did not 
greatly violate the laws or conftitution of their country. In order 
to explain this, we muft defcend a Hctle into the particulars of Pi- 
fiftratus*% policy. He pretended, as we fee in his letter to Solon, 
to aft as a lawful monarch, yet he did not degrade any of the ma- 
giftrates of the commonwealth, but fuffered them to continue veil- 
ed with the fame power they had before, taking care, however, 
that the archon mould be either of his family, or one whom he 
Could depend on; fo that he at once preferved that fuperiority over 

W« SQUfttiymen which he affeded, and that form of rule which 
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7A/r PiTi- We have already obferved, that Megacles^ who was of the 

jftni 'dri: family of yllchi^on^ left his country, when Pijijlratus was a 

expJled fecond time nftortd, but he and thofc who were with him 

Aliens, carried awav .Treat fuin (;f money 5 the Alcmesomdec^ for fo 

toe t j le f am j] 7 0 f Mftacles from their arcat anceffor Alcmtcon were 

a t moo>icy ^j^j^ f c tt ] c: ! at Lipjyeir *tm in Pczonia^ and there gave refuge 
r 9 w * • to a ]] w h 0 fled from Athens ^ which were not a few ; for 

Pijhl rains ^ as forne fay, or as others report, Ilfppiasy ba- 
niilied all that depended on that family, and fullered not fo 
much as the dead to reft in their graves, on the old ftiperfli- 
tious account, it may be, of their being thought execrable c. 
This family refiding, as we have did, at Liffyclrum, bufied 
themfelves intirely in contriving means for expelling the Pi- 
ftjh'atida^ and at laft devifed a method which proved not un- 
f uccefsl.il. They agreed with the /imphielyons or ftates-ge- 
ncial of Greece to rebuild the temple of Delphi ; as they were 
poflcilcd of great riches, they executed what they undertook 
tvich much greater magnificence than they were tie! to by 
their contract, and particularly faced the fromifpicce with 
Parian marble in^ead of common ftone, to the ufe of which 
only they were oMiircd. While they were thus employed in 
the public fervice of Greece , they ferved themfelves too a lit- 

c Si/ IDAS. 



was fo p!eafing to them.. That all the family of Pijijlratus had in 
their turns a /hare in the adminift ration, might be made appear 
from various tcflimonies ; at prefent we will infift only on one. 
PifiJiratuSi the fon of Hippias, and grandfon of the great Pi/!flra» 
tus 9 ai. we learn from Tbucydides f 50.placed,during the time that he 
was archon, an altar in the forum of the twelve »-:ods and another 
in the temple of the Pythian Apollo ; the infcripiion on the former 
the Athenians demoiiftied, but that on the latter they Suffered to 
remain, vvh.'ch ran thus : This monument, during the time of his ma~ 
giftracw Pifi (Iratus the fon of Hipphs placed in the temple of (he Py- 
thian Apol o. It is true, his name is not f )und in the table of 
archons. becaufe the year in which he was archon could not be 
fettled, however, the authority before produced may be afluredly 
relied on The exceffes committed by Hippias, af.er the death of 
his brother, are evident proofs of the mildnefs of the adminiltration 
preceding it ; for few things that he did would h ive been thought 
extraordinary in another king. We wili conclude this note with 
obfcrviijg, that Au«ufius Qrfar affecled, like Pi/if ratus, to leave 
tlv popular m.^oiirates and the [c^te in the nominal poffeflion of 
their authority, though at the fame time he held the fupreme pow- 
er Juiiifeif. 

(55) Tbucyd. lib, vu 

tic ; 
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tie; for they corrupted the Pythia 9 i. e. foe who gave out 
the oracles, and engaged her to exhort all the Lacedemonians 
who came to confult the oracle, either on behalf of the ftate 
or on their private account, to deliver Athens. This had the 
effect they expelled, for the Lacedemonians, finding this ad- 
monition inceJTantly inculcated, fent Anchimolim , a man of 
great quality, at the head of an army into Attica to perform 
what the oracle had dire&ed, notwithstanding the Pififtratid<s 
were at that time their good friends and allies d . Hippias 9 
however, receiving advice of thefe proceedings, fent to the 
Thejfalians, who were his confederates, to demand their af- 
fiftance, who readily fent him a thoufand horfe under thfe 
command 'of Cineas one of their princes. A fhort time after, 
Anch'unolius with his fleet arrived on the Athenian coaft, and 
immediately after the army landed and incamped. The Piji- 
Jlratida did not, however, abandon Athens, but Hippias^ 
having cleared the adjacent country in fuch a manner that the 
Thejfalian horfe might a£t with eafe, attacked the Lacedemo- 
nians fuddenly, routed them with a great flaughter, flew 
their general Anchimolius \ and obliged the fhattered remains 
of his army to betake themfelves to their {hips. The body of 
the Spartan general was honourably interred near the temple 
of Hercules in the Cynofarges. The Lacedemonians, incenfed 
at this unfortunate expedition, determined to fend another 
y into Attica, which accordingly they did under their 
kuSg^C/eomcnes, who marched by land, and having at his en- 
trance into the Athenian territories defeated the Thejfalian 
horfe, who thereupon retired precipitately into their own 
country, he made ufe of this opportunity to beficge Hippias^ 
who had retired within the Pclafgic wall ; this fiegc, however, 
could not have produced any great matter, Hippias and his 
forces being well provided with all things within, Cleomenes 
and his army deftitutc of all things without ; but an accident 
changed the fecne, and conftrained Hippias to abandon A- 
ibens. The Pijijlratidcc were fo careful of their children, 
lli it to prevent any unlucky accident from befalling them, 
they attempted to fend them out of Atiica ; which mcafurc 
of theirs, though intended for the prefcrvation of their ofF- 
fprinj, proved the ruin of themfelves, their children falling 
into the hands of the Lacedemonians. The Pifijlratidcc, re- 
taining ftill the fame affeciion for their children, agreed by 
treaty to retire in five days out of Attica in order to redeem 
them e . This accordingly they did, nor were they in any 

d Herodot. ubi fupra. c Aiustoth. Lyfillr, Pausam. 
in La cox. 

danger 
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danger of wanting a place of refuge : The princes of Thejfaly 
invited them into their country, the king of Macedan of- 
fered them a city and territory if they would retire into his 
dominions f. But Hippias and his family chofe rather to go 
to the city of Sigeium, which Pififlratus had conquered and 
left behind him to his pofterity, Herodotus fays to Hegijiratus 
his natural fon. From this time forwards the Athenians pur- 
fued this family with implacable hatred, retaining fuch a fenfe 
of their ufurpation, that, left other eminent perfons fhould 
imitate them, and through their intereft m the people aflume 
die fovereignty, they were moft ready to banifh even the moft 
worthy of their citizens, that at all events they might be fafe, 
as we fhall have frequent occafion to fhew in the fucceeding 
gajres of this hiftory. 

The Athenians dic( not enjoy an uninterrupted quiet, as 
they expected, after the expulfion of the Pififtratidce. The 
people were quickly divided into two factions, at the head of 
the one was C/y/lhenes, the moft eminent of the Alcvusonid&i 
and at the head of the other Ifagoras the fon of Tirfander y a 
man of great quality and in high efteem with the nobility of 
Athens. Clyjibenes^ who was a perfon of great parts, as we 
may guefs from his having a principal hand in corrupting the 
Pythia^ which was the prime cauie of Hippias's expulfion, 
applied himfclf chiefly to the people, and, in order thorough- 
ly to engage them in his intereft, fought by all methods pof- 
flble to encreafe their power. With this view be altered ma- 
ny things in Solon's fericme of government ; for whereas till 
this time the Athenian tribes had been but four in number, he 
augmented them to ten, and encreafed the fenate from four; 
hundred to five. Ifagorau, penetrating his defign, and rea- 
dily conceiving that by this courfe be would get the better of 
him and his taction, immediately refolved to feek aid from 
the Lacedemonians. This itemed to him the more eafy, be- 
cause in their laft expedition he had contracted a ftri^t friend- 
ship with Cleomcncs their king j he likevyife devifed a very pro- 
per expedient for the expulfion of his rival, viz. the fo often 
mentioned flow of the putting to death Cylan's aflbciatcs after 
tlxeir taking fandtuary in the temple of Mtnerva ; but, as wc 
have heretofore obferved, the Alc?ntvouidcs were of the fame 
family with Mrgacles^ who was principally concerned in that 
tranfaciion : the Lacedemonians readily came into j T j agora s's 
propofition, and Cleomenes fuddenly diipatched a herald to A- 
tkaiZy with a declaration of war in cafe the Alcmaanid^p were 
not immediately banifiied. The Athenians^ cither dreading 

f If* robot, ubi fupra. 
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the Lacedemonian power, or being tired already of Clyjlhenes, 
made no great difficulty of the thing; but to avoid a war ba- 
rrifhed their benefactors. The worit of it was* that this did 
not anfwer their end, for Cleomenes, at the head of a Spartan 
army, foon after entered Attica. On his arrival at Athens he 
drove feven hundred families into baniflimcnt, cxclufive of 
thofe whom the Athenians had before baniihed with Clyjlhenes ; 
after this he would have diliblved the fenate, and have veiled 
the government in three hundred of the principal perfons of 
Ifagoras's fa&ion; this was pufhing the matter too far \ the 
Athenians therefore, perceiving that either they muft fubmit to 
flavery or refift the Lacedemonian, immediately took up arms, 
and conftrained Cleomenes and his troops to retire, together 
with Ijagoras and his friends, into the citadel, where they be- 
fieged them for two days. On the third the king of Laceda- 
mon, being now convinced that force would do nothing with 
the Athenians, furrendered upon thefe terms, that all who 
were in the citadel fliould have leave to retire out of Attica 
unmolefted. The Athenians, however, fell upon fuch as 
were feparated from the army, and put them to death with- 
out mercy ; amongft thefe was Timejithcus the brother of 
Cleomenes, fo that the Athenians no longer kept any meafures 
with the Lacedemonians^ looking upon them as avowed enemies, 
who above all things fought to iubvert that democracy, of 
which they were fo fond, and to conftitute an ariftocracy, 
which in truth was ever the aim of the Spartans, who, where- 
ever they had authority, fet up that form of rule. One rea- 
fon of which among others was this, that they could better 
depend on the friendfhip of fuch ftatcs than fuch as were go- 
verned by the people, who very feldom know their true inte- 
reft, and are frequently prevailed on to change, their counfels. 
But to return to the current of our hiftofy. 

Cleomenes and his Spartans had no fooner quitted the Athe- 
nian territories, than the people of that country recalled Cly- 
jlhenes and all the families they had lent into exile, that they 
might be the better able to fupport a war which they forefavr 
they fliould be engaged in. Their conjectures were perfectly 
well founded, Cleomenes raifed forces throughout all Pelopon- 
nsfus, though without declaring pofitively his intention, which 
was to make Ijagoras, who was ftill with him, tyrant of 
Athens, When all things were ready, the Lacedemonian king 
engaged the Boeotians on one lidc, and the Chalcidians on the 
other, to attack the Athenians, while he at the head of the 
grand army entered the country of Eleufis* The Athenians, 
knowing that it was impoflible for them to fet on foot armies 
iufficicne to look all their enemies in the face, rcfolved to leave 

their 
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their territories to the mercy of the Boeotians and Chalcidians^ 
and with all the forces they could draw together to march a- 
gainft Cleomenes. This refolution of theirs they carried ac- 
cordingly into execution; but before the armies were ready to 
engage,/ the Corinthians, who were among the forces of Cle- 
o?nenes, began to doubt the juftice of their caufe, and, think- 
ing it fafelt not to act where they were doubtful, marched 
back to their own country. Damaratus the fon of Arijhn^ 
the other king of Sparta and collegue of Cleomenes, was alfo 
againfi this expedition ; and his oppofition was the more re- 
markable, becaufe till then he had never differed with his col- 
legue. The confederates obferving, that neither the Lacede- 
lnonian princes could agree amongit themfelves, or prevail up- 
on the Corinthians to remain with the army, began to diftafte 
this bufmefs, and, dropping off by degrees, put the Athenians 
out of fear. 

When the Spartans and their allies were withdrawn, the 
people of Athens determined to revenge themfelves upon the 
Chalcidians, againft whom the army marched immediately ; 
but finding the Boeotians had affembled a confiderable body o f 
forces between them and the Euripus, they determined to at- 
tack them, which they did accordingly with fuch fuccefs, that 
the Boeotians were intirely routed, a great number of them 
flain, and feven hundred taken prifoners. This victory open- 
ed a free pa/Tage into Eitbcea, whither the Athenians pafled over 
the fame day, and falling upon the Chalcidians, obtained a 
glorious viclory over them, taking a vaft number of prifoners, 
whom with the Basotians they carried back with them to 
Athens, leaving in Eubaea four thoufand men. All the pri- 
foners taken in this battle the Athenians put in irons, though 
fhey afterwards fet them at liberty on receiving two Minor 
for each man by way of ranfoin. The fetters, however, they 
hung up in the citadel, and having confecrated the tenth part 
of what they received for their ranfom, they purchafed there- 
with a chariot with fourhorfes a-breaft, which they fet up in 
the portico of the citadel with this infeription : 

Warm with juft rage, when the Athenian youth 

O'crcamc Boeotian and Chalcidian bands ; 

Their foes in fetters bound, to Pallas then 

Thcfe as the tenth of all their fpoils, they plac'd. 
This happy fuccefs of the Athenian arms falling out in a fhort 
time after the cwpulfion of the Pifijlratida:, Herodotus makes 
the following obfervation thereupon ; 44 thus the affairs of 
u the Athenians flourifhed, yet they are not the only example 
44 of this kind. For all places abound in inftances of the 
41 profperitv that attends an equal diftribution of power. Un- 
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<c der their tyrants indeed they were not inferior in war to 
* c any of their neighbours : But they had no fooner freed 
<€ themfelves from that fervitude, than they far furpaffed all 
*' the reft, and became the principal nation of Greece ; which 
44 manifeftly fhews, that as long as they were oppreffed they 
46 a£ted remifsly, and would not exert their courage to the 
4C utmaft, becaufe they knew their vi&ories could only re- 
<c dound to the advantage of their matters ; whereas, after 
Li they had recovered their liberty, every man contended who 
66 fhould do beft, becaufe they fought for themfelves. And 
" fuch was the ftate of the Athenian affairs" £. That Hero- 
dotus had reafon to introduce this reflexion here, appears from 
the fubfequent conduct of the people of Athens, who, no 
longer paffive under any affronts, took up arms frequently a- 
gainft her infultihg neighbours, and forced them to be both 
quiet and fubmiffive. 

The Boeotians, ftung with the indignities offered to their q-t 
countrymen, when made prifoners by the Athenians, refolved ^ e 
to revenge themfelves ; and, as the cuftom of thofe times was, iEginati- 
before they began the war, fent to confult the oracle at Delphi, ans. 
Having received its anfwer, and having fpent a confiderable time 
inconfulting on its meaning, they at laft *efolved to engage the 
inhabitants of Mgina to invade Attica at the fame time, which 
it was eafy for them to do, lying but a few miles from that 
coaft. This nation, having an hereditary hatred to the Athe* 
nians, and being elate on account of their great wealth, rea- 
dily embraced the propofal 5 and, while the people of Athens 
bent all their attention towards the Boeotian war, landed a con- 
fiderable army on the oppofite fide, and wafted all the fea-coafts. 
The Athenians immediately took fire at this, but fending to 
and fro to Delphi before they equipped a fleet againft Mgina^ < 
they had fuddenly a new affair upon their hands. 

Cleomenes, when he returned to Sparta, after his unfuc- 
cefsful expedition, produced certain oracles, which he faid he 
had found in the citadel of Athens, while he was befieged 
therein ; the purport of thefe oracles was, that Athens would in 
time rival Sparta. On the back of this came out the difcovery 
of Cly/lbenes's confederacy with the prieftefs of Apollo, where- 
by the Lacedemonians had been engaged to drive the Pijijirati- 
da out of Athens, or, in other words, to facrifice their faft 
friends to fuch as by their interefts were bound to be their e- 
nemies. The Spartans, repenting forely of tuc folly they 
had committed, fent for Hippias from Sigcium , in order to 
reftore him to his principality. He readily obeyed their fummonsj 
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and, though it coft him a long voyage by fea, came in perfon 
to Lacedamon, where the kings of Sparta, and the deputies 
of the ftates in alliance with them, were in deep confutation. 
Softcles the Corinthian made a long harangue againft- the pro- 
portion for rettoring Hippias, which had fuch an influence on 
the deputies from the reft of the confederates, that the Lace- 
demonians found it impoffible to engage them in this defign, 
and were therefore conftrained to abandon it themfelves, fo 
that Hippias w.is obliged to return to Sigeium, without relin- 
quifhing, however, his hopes of one day reducing Athens. 
The Ioni- Anjlagoras the Mile/tan having fet on foot a revolt in Ionia 9 
an war. and having failed in his attempt to engage the Lacedemonians 

to abet it, came to Athens, and, as Herodotus obferves, found 
it eafier to manage all the -citizens thereof by his eloquence, 
than to perfuade the Lacedemonian^ king. In confequence of 
his fine fpeeches, they decreed, that twenty fliips ftiould be 
fent to the affiftance of the Ionians under the command of 
Melanihius, an Athenian nobleman univerfally efteemed ; by 
the affiftance of which fleet the Ionians did many great exploits, 
and amongft the reft facked Sardis ; of which when the Per- 
fian king had advice, he declared himfelf the fworn enemy of 
Athens i and folemnly befought God, that he might one day 
have it in his power to be revenged of them. This was the, 
fource of thofe wars which followed afterwards between tbe rr 
Perfians and the Greeks, and which were fo fetal to both na- 
tions. In the end, however, the Ionians were unfuccefsftik 
and the Perfians reduced them again under their yoke. 

When the Ionian war was ended, the Perfian king ferit'~ 
to demand Earth and Water, as tokens of fubmiffion, 
the Greeks, to which, out of fear of his mighty power at 
moft of the iflanders yielded, and amongft the reft the inhdSfc- 
rants of Mgina. The Athenians, as foon as they received^: 

of this, took it into their heads, that this nation had fubs^ 
mitted themfelves to the great king, that they might 
at liberty to aft againft the Athenians, under colour of their 
being fubjedt to the Per/tan crown. On this account they % ~ 
that is the Athenians, fent ambafladors to Sparta to accufe 
the inhabitants of Mgina of treachery towards the Greeks. 
The Spartans upon this complaint fent their king Cleonrenes to 
Mgina, who on his arrival attempted to feize the perfons prin- 
cipally concerned in making their fubmiffion to the Perfians. 
But when he attempted this, Onus the fon of Polycritus in- 
tcrpofed, and told him, he Ihould not carry away any of his 
countrymen, becaufe he apprehended what he did was of his 
own head, and not by any commiflion from the Lacedemonians. 

This exceedingly irritated Chomnes % who notwithftanding 

was 
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was conftrained to return without effecting what he defigned, 
his collegue Damaratus having accufed him at home. But 
having after he carjie back procured his collegue to be depofed, 
and his own kinfman Leoty {hides to be crowned in his ftead, 
he brought the laft mentioned prince with him into the ifland 
of Mgina 9 and having feized ten of the principal perfons of 
that ifland, and ^mongft them Crius before mentioned, he 
brought them away prifoners, and delivered them up to the 
Athenians. Not long after having in his phrenzy killed him- 
felf, all his tyrannical a&s were difapproved by the Spartans, 
who, on the inhabitants of Mginas accufing Leotychides for the 
injury he had done them, delivered up that prince to them, who, 
however, defired nothing more of him, than that he would go 
with them to Athens in order tofolicit thereleafe of Cri it s and his 
aflbciates. When they arrived there the Spartan king made 
a long oration, in which he endeavoured to (hew, that the 
hoftages were only depofited by him and his collegue in Athens 
that they might be fafe, and that, now, when he came again 
to demand them, it was their duty to deliver them up. But 
this either the Athenians did not, or would not, underftand, 
fo that the war between them and the people of JEgina was {till 
carried on with various fuccefs. The latter being informed, 
that the Athenian galley, which went annually to Delphi \ lay 
*at anchor at Sunium, they refolved to intercept it, which they 
*fid, and took many perfons of diftindion aboard it. The 
\jlibenians, to revenge this indignity, entered into a treaty with 
#*jgne Nicodromus, a perfon of great intereft in Mgina ; he had 
K jbpen formerly banifhed his country by thofe who then govern- 
flSfit, and in order to be revenged on them refolved to betray 
-,k#0*the Athenians. The Athenians for this purpofe fitted out 
^Mgofafiderable fleet, but not thinking it fufficient for thfeir pur- 
h Jfpofe, JEgina being then miftrefs of thofe feas, they had re- 
•3cburfe to jttye Corinthians for their afliftance ; this ftate, be- 
.$Sng the faft friend and ally of Athens, did not give her a deni- 
al, but alledged a law of theirs, whereby they were forbidden 
' to lend their fhips 3 but with much ado an expedient was found, 
whereby the Athenians obtained what they wanted ; and yet 
the Gbrinthians did not break their law, the latter yielding to 
the former five of their fhips in confideration of their paying 
them five drachmae for each. The length of this treaty fru- 
ftrated the Athenian hopes, for Nicodromus, depending on their 
arrival, on the day prefixed feized on the old town and declared 
for the Athenians i but he and hi* party, not being able alone to 
refift the whole force of the ifland, Were obliged to fecurc 
themfelves by flight, which they did the very day before the 
Athenian and Corinthian fleet appeared before Mgina. This 
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defe&ion of Nicodromus, however, proved very" beneficial to 
the Athenians ; for they having affigned to him and his af- 
fociates land on the fliore oppofite toMgina, they from thence 
committed continual piracies and depredations upon their coun- 
trymen. What the ifiue was of this war, Herodotus does riot 
inform us : It is generally conceived, that its continuance was 
a thing fortunate for the Athenians and for Greece in general; 
for it exercifed that people in maritime affairs, and taught 
them the ufe and confequence of a naval force, which hither- 
to they had little underftood. When the firft news came, 
that the Per/tan had in view the conqucft of Greece, ' the Athe- 
nians and the inhabitants of Mgtna, as well as the reft of the 
Grecian ftates, compromifcd their differences, that they might 
be the better able to refift the power of the great king, who 
threatened at leaft the liberties of the Greeks in general, in 
revenge for the Athenians aflifting the lonians when they fought 
to recover their freedom *. 
Hippias We have already taken notice of the difpleafure which 
endeavours Darius had taken againft the Athenians oil account of the 
to bercth- fackingof Sardis ; but we hitherto forbore to mention the 
red to the intrigues' of Hippias in-order to obtain by force the principa- 

frtncipali- y {ty of J t ^ enSy ' f rom whence, as we have before delated, thro' 

tliens* " t ' 1C a ^^ ance °^ *ke Lacedemonians , he had been expelled. 
c ' This old man, after his returning from Lacedamori 'to Afta, 

went to Artaphernes, governor of the adjacent' provirfces for 
the Perjian king, and excited him to make waV upon his coun- 
try, promifmg, that himfelf would be obedient to Darius, 
and greatly further all his defigns, in cafe he could' be re* 
ftored to that authority which formerly he had enjoyed at A- 
thcns. The Athenians were not ignorant, either of his» jour- 
ney, or of the propofitions he had made to Artaphernes, they 
therefore fent ambafladors to this nobleman,to'eritreat him not 
- to give any heed to fitypias's .'propofals, but to fufferthe 
people of Athens to rarfstin frfee and quiet arthey were. But 
Artaphcrnes^ conceiving that it Would be more forhis mafter's 
intereft to have a prince; gbvdrriing Athens, 'than' t6 : leave it 
under a democratic form 'offyde, anfwefed the 1 Athenians 
haughtily, that if they would' have peace with the great kin£, 



they muft receive Hippias ahd obey him ; bat this was fo 
diftaftcful to that generous people, that they immediately re- 
folved to give the enemies of Darius all the afliftance they 
^ould, and to endeavour, if it were poffible, to cut him out 
' fo much work near home, that he might have no opportunity 
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to attempt any thing either againft them or Greece: At laft, 
however, Darius commiffioned Mardonius to revenge him 
of the irifults which he conceived had been put upon him by 
the Greeks} but Mardonius and his troops, through a ftorm at 
fea and other accidents, having been able to do nothing, Da- 
tis and Artaphernes the fon of Artaphernes were commiffioned 
to do what he was to have done h . 

The misfortune which the Perjians had had in fuffering The Perfi- 
ftiipwreck, when their fleet doubled the promontory of Athos y an war, 
made fuch an imprfeffion on the commanders laft mentioned, 
'that they refolved to avoid that dangerous navigation, by 
drawing their forces into the plains of Cilicia, and palling o- 
verJTrom thence through the Cyclades to Eubcea in order to 
-deftroy Eretria \ and from thence to proceed to Athens^ they 
having it in charge from Darius to ruin both places, and to 
bring away the inhabitants, that they might beat his difpofal. 
The Eretrians^ as' foon as they had advice of the arrival of the 
Perjian fleet among ' the Cyclades 9 fent .to demand affiftance 
from the Athenians. That ftate, with a magnanimity fcarce 
to be parallelled, ordered the four thoufand men whom they 
had' left in the Chalcidian territory to advance to the aid of 
the Eretrians^ which they did. But the inhabitants of that 
"city were neither fteady nor honeft; one party was for re- 
ceiving theAthenian fiijccours into the city, and holding out to 
the laft extremity"; a fecohd was for abandoning the city, and 
retiring to the mountains of Eubcea : A third party fought to 
betray their country to the Per/tans for the fake of private ad- 
vantage. JEJchines the fon of Nothon^ a man of principal au- 
thority among his countrymen, perceiving the fituation things 
were in, generoufly informed the commanders of the Athenian 
troops, and advifed them to return home : in eonfequencc of 
which advice they immediately retired to Oropus, and thereby 
efcaped that total deftrudtion which would have befallen them, 
if they had remained in the neighbourhood of Eretria. For 
that city, being betrayed to the Perjians by fome of its inha- 
bitants, was pillaged, burnt, and its inhabitants fold for 
flaves, according to the command of Darius. . 

THE Athenians , who, as we have often remarked before, 
were generally divided among themfelves, and pcrfecuting one 
another when they wanted foreign wars to employ them, uni- 
ted now with ^reat zeal and earneftnefs, when they heard that 
the Perjians were fo near them. They raifed with theutmoft 
expedition all the forces they were able, and yet could not 
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draw together above jiine thoufand men. Thefe, widi a 
thoufand Plateans who afterwards joined them, were com- 
manded by ten general officers, who had equal power, Amdjig 
thefe were Miltiades^ Arijlides, and Themijlocles, all men of 
diftinguifhed valour and great abilities. But it being general* 
Jy conceived, that it would be impoffible for them, with 
their fmall forces, to give any interruption to the Pefftans^ 
they fent Pfcdippides to Sparta to intreat the immediate af- 
fiftance of that ftate. This man, as Herodotus informs us, 
affirmed afterwards to the . Athenians, that paffing by mount 
Parthenius, he heard himfelf loudly called by his name, upon 
which turning about, he beheld the god Pa », who, after ask- 
ing him why the Athenians held him in no greater efteem, af-* 
fured him, that he had deferved very well of their ftate, and 
would continue to do fo; of which when the people of 
Athens had information, they caufed a temple to be ere&ed 
to his honour near the citadel, and honoured him thence for- 
ward with annual facrifices, and a lamp continually burning, 
Phidlppides, after this ftrange adventure, arrived on the fe- 
cond day at Sparta, where he communicated his bufinefs to 
the fenate in the following terms : Men of Lacectemon, the 
Athenians defire you, to ajjijl them* and not to fuffer the mojf 
antient of all the Grecian cities to be enjlaved by the Barbarians. 
Eretria is already dejiroyed, *W ^ 
. by the lofs of fo conftderab& Mtilac^^ rea- 
dily agreed to what he propped i 'anrf prdered their trpop6 to 
be ready to march, but a t ] the j^m e "j£aS e declared, tjiat they 
would not depart iri lefe than -five day§, one pf their laws 
forbidding them to begin an expedition,' but s(t the full of the 
* iijoon, of which it was then but the ninth day. The Perfi- 
ems in the mean tinie being irifovw& by flipp'tas^ that the 
plains of Marathon would! be the inbff advantageous place for 
them to engage in, becaufe it would afford them room to a<9: 
with their horfe; they following his advice, after the deftruc- 
tion of Eretridy madpall the hafte. they poffibly could thither, 
. of which when the Athenians had ^dvice, they immediately 
ordered their forces to march to Marathon alfo, An a£t of a- 
mazing confidence, confidering the mighty difproportioiv be- 
tween the Pcrjian and Athenian army. 
the hattle The Athenians, being encamped at the temple of Hercu- 
m/Mdxz- Its* wcrethere joined by athoufand men, the whole ftrength 
tnon. of the little city of Plataa, which (he now hazarded in the 
Year after caufe of Athens out of gratitude for former favours (R). A 

tbejbod, council 
2509. Be* 

foreCbriJt (R) The city of Plataa was in old times free. Herodotus has 
490. gi? en a us a very full account of the reafons which induced its inha- 
bitant* 
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council of war being held here, the generals were very much 
divided in their opinions; fome were for fighting, others not; 
Militaries* obferving this, and confidering the great impor- 
tance of the matter in debate, addrefled himfelf to Callima- 
chtis of Apbidna, who was Polemarcb^ and whofe power was e- 
qual to that of all the other generals, ill thefe words ; 
" You alone, O Catiimacbus 9 muft now determine, either 
" to fee the Athenians reduced to the condition of flaves* 
" or, by preferring the liberty of your country, have an e- 
" ternal monument of your fame, furpaffing the glory of 
« Harmodius and Jriflogiton. For the Athenians were ne- 

bitants to raife their utmoft force in the caufe of Athens. We can- 
not therefore deliver it better to our reader than in his words ; 
■* The Plateaus were already under the protection of Athens, and 
<c the Athenians had gone through many dangers in their defence, 
< « For when the Plat tans faw themfelves oppreffed by the Thebans^ 
'* they firft offered their fubmiffion to Cleomenes the fon of Anax- 
" andrides and to the Lacedemonians. But they rejedled the offer 
<« in thefe terms : We are placed, faid they, at fuch a diftance from 
" you, that in time of neceffity our fuccours will prove ineffectual* 
" For your country may be frequently ravaged before we can be inform- 
" edof your danger. We advife you therefore to put your J elves un- 
** der the protection of the Athenians, who are your neighbours, and 
" Efficiently able to defend you. This counfel the Lacedemonians 
•* gave, not out of any good will to* the Plateans, but becaufe they 
" were defirous to fee the Athenians weakened by a war againft the 
" Boeotians. However, the Plateans, approving their advice, 
" went to Athens, and arriving there, when the Athenians were 
** met to facrifice to the twelve gods, they fat down hy the altar in 
" the pofture of fuppliants, and made their fubmiflion to that 
" place. Which when the Thebans heard, they fent an army a- 
« r gainft Plqtaa, and at the fame time the Athenians marched ta 
" affift the Plateans. But as they were ready to engage in battle, 
" the Corinthians, apprehending the confequences, interpofed their 
" good offices to reconcile the contending parties, and, with the 
*' confent of both fides, determined thediiputc on this agreement ; 
" That the Thebans Jbould permit all thofe Boeotians, who would no 
longer be accounted members of Bceocia, to do as they thought mo ft 
" convenient for tbemfelvee. After this reconciliation the Corinthians 
** returned home, and as the Athenians were retiring likewiie, the 
** Boeotians fell upon them in their march, but were repulied with 
" lofs. Upon which fuccefs the Athenians enlarged the frontiers of 
" the Plateans, and inftead of that appointed by the Corinthians, 
" fixed the limits of the Thebans at A/opus and Hyjia. In this man- 
" ner the Plataans came under the protection of the Athenians, 

*' and joined their forces at Marathon (55)". 
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vcr in fo great danger from the time they were firft a peo- 
« pie. If they fall under the power of the Medes, one may 
" eafily imagine what ufage they muft exped from Hippias : 
" But if they conquer, Athens will be the principal city of 
< c Greece. To let you know then by what means thefe things 
« may be effected, and from what caufe the fate of Athens 
« is now in your hands, I (hall acquaint you, that we are at • 
" this inftant divided in opinion touching a battle; fome of 
tc us propofing to light, and others advifing the contrary. If 
" we decline a battle, I forefee fome greatdiflention will jlhake 
«« the fidelity of the army, and. induce them to a compliance 
" with the Medes. But if we fight before the corruption 
" Aides into the hearts of the Athenians, we may hope from 
tc the equity of the gods to obtain the vidtory. All thefe 
" things are in your power, and entirely depend upon the 
cc refolution you fhall take. For if you would fupport my 
" opinion with the acceffion of your vote, you will fee your 
cc country free, and Athens the moft illuftrious city of Greece : 
<c But if you join with thofe who would difluade us from a 
" battle, you can expe& no other confequences, than fuch 
CQ as are moft contrary to thefe hopes". Callimachus , whofe 
voice was decifive according to the Athenian laws, joined di- 
rectly with Miltiades, and declared for giving battle immedi- 
ately. Each of the captains commanded in chief by turns* • 
but Arijiides giving up his day to Mi/tiades 9 the reft did fo 
too. That excellent perfon accepted this compliment for the 
good of his country, but he would not fight till his own pro- 
per dny of command came about, for fear that, through any 
latent fparks of jealoufy and envy, any of the generals fliould 
be led not to do their duty. But when the day before-menti- 
oned came, he, without waiting for any farther fuccours, 
difpofed the troops in order of battle, placing the chief of his 
ftrength in the wings. Callbnachus, as Polemarch^ command- 
ed on the right, the Plataans were polled on the left, and the 
facrifices being offered, they began inftantly to advance with 
inexpreffible ardour towards their enemies. The Per/tan ar- 
my was ranged in battalia near a mile off, and when they be- 
held the Athenians running towards them, they imputed it to 
folly and ignorance of military difcipline, and were convinced of 
this, when they obferved that they had neither horfenor pike- 
men . However, they foon found their error when the charge be- 
gan: For the Athenians and Plateaus fought with fuch obftinate 
valour on the right and left, that the Barbarians were forced to 
fly on both fides. The Per/tans znd Sacca, however, perceiv- 
ing that the /Athenian centre was weak, charged withfuch force 

that they broke lhroughit;This thofe gn the right and left perceivr 
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ed, but did not attempt to fuccour it, till they had put to 
flight both the wings of the Perfan army ; then bending the 
points of their wings towards their own centre, they enclo- 
sed the hitherto victorious Perfans y and cut them to pieces. 
This put an end to the engagement, for the remains of the 
army fled, as faft as they could, to their fleet, whither the 
Athenians purfued them. When therefore the Pa-fans in 
hafte hurried on board the booty they had acquired in Eretria, 
and fought to efcape by fea th*t ill fate which attended them 
on fhore ; the Athenians in order to hinder this, began to fet 
the fcips on fire, and to board fuch as lay ncarefl the fhore ; 
in which bold attempt, though they had fonie fuccefs, yet 
the Pcrfans at laft got under fail* *nd bore away for Athens l - 
It was reported in thofe times, that the Alc?na:imidcs encou- 
raged the Pcrfans to make a fecond attempt, by holding up, 
as they approached the fhore, a fhield for a ilgnal \ however 
it was, the Perfan fleet endeavoured to double the cape of 
Suntum* with a view to furprize the city of Athens befoie the 
army could return. But Mihiadcs feeing the danger his coun- 
trymen were in, leaving Arijlides with a thoufand men to 
guard the prifoners and the fpoil, marched at the head of theo- 
thcr nine thoufand with fuch diligence, that they arrived at the 
temple of Hercules in Cynofarges^ which was but at a fmalt 
diftance from the city, before the Barbarians were in a con- 
dition to attack it. Which when the Perfan admiral had no- 
tice of, he failed from the port of Phalerum for Afa y and fo 
put an end to a very unfortunate expedition k. 

The battle of Marathon makes defurvedly a great figure 
inhiftory; Cornelius Nepos affigns a juft rcafon, beeaufe 
never before had fo fm Jl a body of forces overcome fo vafl a 
hoft Herodotus tells us, that fix thoufand three hundred of 
thcPerfans were fluin there, and of the Athenians one hun- 
dred ninety two w, which is infinitely more probable than 
what Jujlin relates of the Pcrfans lofing two hundred thou- 
fand men in the battle and by fliipwrcck ». The fame au- 
thor fays, that the Athenians took many of the lhips, and de- 
itroyed many more; Herodotus fays, there were only feven 
lhips taken. Certain it is, that the Athenians behaved with 
amazing intrepidity, and tha: feveral amongft them diftin- 
guifliet* themfelves in a nioft extraordinary manner. Calli- 

1 Herodot. ubi fupra. Plutarch, in vie. Arift. Corn. 
Nepos. in vit. Miltiad. Valeii. Max. &c, u Plutarch. 
in vit. Arift. '* ubi lupra. 1,1 ubi fupra. 11 lib. 

ii. c. 9. 
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machui the Polemarch, after having done all that a brave and 
wife officer could do, loft his life in the field ; Staftleus the 
ion of ThrafduSi one of the ten commanders, was alfo kil- 
led ; Cynegyrus the fon of Euphorion laid hold on the prow of 
one of the Perfian (hips with both his hands, and having them 
{truck off hy an ax died of his wounds; this is Herodotus^s 
account. Juftin carries matters much farther; he fays, that 
Cyn rgyr u s } having done wonders in the fight, purfued the 
Perjians to the ftiore, and laid hold on a (hip ready to fail 
with his right hand, when that was cut off he feized it with 
his left, of which being likewife deprived, he caught hold of 
it with his mouth, his fpirit being fuch, that, untamed by 
long fatigue and the lofs of both his hands, he, with the rage 
of a wild beaft, fought at laft with his teeth. Herodotus* 
who fpeaks fo modeftly of Cynegyrus** bravery, tells us a 
very extraordinary tale of one Epizelus the fon of Cephagoras ; 
he fays, that fighting in his rank with a becoming valour, he 
of a fudden loft his fight without receiving any blow, and 
continued blind all the reft of his life. This would not have 
been worth repeating, if Herodotus had not affirmed that he 
heard this man declare, that he thought he faw a man of 
uncommon height flanding by him in complete armour, 
holding a ftiield, which was covered by his beard ; and that 
this phantom afterwards, pafiing by him, killed the perfon 
who was pofted next to him. Whatever we may think of 
the Athenian ftory, this muft be admitted an indubitable 
proof, that Herodotus's account of this battle defer ves credit 
in all probable circumftances, fince what he relates he had 
from the mouths of thofe who were eye-witneffes. The num- 
ber of the Per/tans is very differently reported ; Jujlin fays, 
that they were fix hundred thoufand, Cornelius Nepos makes 
them ten times the number of the Athenians, that is one hun- 
dred thoufand, which is probably not far from the truth °. 

Amongst the many eminent perfons who were prefent 
in this famous engagement, was Hippias the fon of Pifijlra- 
tusy who hoped through the power of the Perftans to be rc- 
flored to the principality of Athens. He it was, who, as we 
have faid before, conduced the Barbarians into the plains of 
Marathon* when, as Herodotus tells us, he dreamt one night 
that he lay with his mother, and from thence concluded, 
that he lhould be refloicd and die peaceably at home in his 
old age ; but a day or two after, when lie was bufy giving 
direction as* to the difpoful of the booty taken at Eretria* 



• In vita Miltwd. 
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and putting the Perjian troops in order on the fhore, he was 
feized with fuch a fit of coughing and freezing, that moft of 
his teeth grew loofe, and one of them fell out of his head up- 
on the ftrand, for which when thofe about him had long 
fought in vain, Hippias^ fetching a deep figh, faid, This 
country neither belongs to us, nor will ever be fubdued by us y 
and I Jhall have no other part here than that where my tooth 
lies. This was his fecond, and, as it happened, the more juft 
conltru&ion of his dream p . As to what became of him in 
the battle, both Herodotus and Thucydides are filent thereup-r 
on. Jujiin 1 and fome other later authors fay, that he was 
killed there; if he was, tint Athenians loft in him an impla- 
cable enemy, very capable of contriving mifchiefs again ft 
them, and one who was alike indefatigable in thinking and in 
a£ting (S). 

Any? ides 

* Ubi fupra. * Ubi fupra. 

(S) We have more than once in the text promifed to fpeak of 

the family of Hippias ; he married Myrrhine the daughter of Cal- 
lias, by whom he had five children (56) ; he had alfo another wife 
of extraordinary beauty, the daughter of one Charinus (57). A- 
mongft thefe children was Pififtratus junior, whom we have before 
mentioned ; he had alfo a daughter whofe name was Archidice 9 
who married the fon of the tyrant or prince of Lampfacus. This 
lady was honoured with a fine tomb, whereon was an inferiprion 
to the following effeft : This earth covers Archidice the daughter of 
Hippias, a man in his time famous throughout Greece, nvho though 
her father, hujband, and brothers were princes, fuffcred not her mind 
to be elated therewith (58). Hippias vifited her before he went to 
the Perjian court, in order perhaps to take his leave of her, from 
an apprehenfion that the expedition, in which he was about to 
embark, might fome way or other prove fatal to him. The dream 
above recorded was certainly, according to the ufual rules of in- 
terpretation, fortunate, and fo it was accounted to Julius Ce/ar 
(59) ; but it may be that this interpretation was with a reftriftjon, 
that the perfon dreaming was to have been on good terms wirh 
his country, whereas Hippias at the time of this dream was in the 
Perjian hoft warring againft his country. There is yet another ac- 
count of this matter, if a dream deferves any farther account, viz. 
that among the Perfians it was held ominous, and a fign that a 
man would repent what he was about (60). As to his death, Cr- 
csro fpeqks of it in thefe terms, Ntfarius Hippias Pififtrtfi filius % qui 

($6) Thucyd. lib. vii. ' ($7) Clidem. ap. Athcn. lib. xiii. 

(5%) Thucyd. ubi fupra. (59) Suetonius in vita J. Cafaris, 

cap. vii. (do) Acbm, Oenacrit. exxviii. 
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ArlfttdeS) who remained on the field of battle while Mil- 
iiades marched back to Athens ^ difcharged the truft repofed 
in him with the greateft integrity ; for though there was 
much gold and filver in the Perjian camp, and though the 
tents and fliips they had taken were full of riches of all forts, 
yet he neither took any thing himfelf, nor omitted to the 
utmoft of his power the ncceflary precautions to prevent o- 
ther peoples meddling therewith. Yet fome there were, who, 
in fpite of his orders and his care, found means to enrich 
themfelvcs by private plunder, particularly Callias the torch- 



bear cr y Arijiides's couiin gcrman (T). For this man 



in Marathonla pugna cecidit, arm a contra patriam ferens (6l). Ter- 
tullian fpeaks of it likewife (62) ; yet Suicias tells us quite another 
ftory ; he fays, that the Barbarians being routed, Hippias retired 
to Lemnos, and there laboured under a very grievous malady, 
which at length made him blind, and the blood flowing through 
his eyes, brought on a mifernble and painful death, which he 
reckons a punifhmcnt for his having conducted the Perjian forces 
into the plains of Marathon, The reader will pardon the length 
of our hiftory of the PiJijlratU<e, when he confiders, that, from 
the time of Pijiftratus his affuming the fovereignty to the death of 
Hippias at the battle of Marathon, there intervened upwards of four- 
fcore years. 

(T) Torch-bearers, filled .in Greek Daduchi, were perfons dedi- 
cated to the fervice of the gods, and admitted even into the mo ft 
facred myfteries. On this account, Paufanias fpeaks of it as a 
great happinefs to a woman, that fhe had feen her brother, her huf- 
band, and her fon, fucceffively enjoy this office (63^. We have 
obferved in the 'text from Plutarch, that Callias was miftaken for 
a king, becaufe of his flowing hair bound with a fiilet, which was 
not unlike the royal ornaments in ufe among the eaftern nations ; 
the reafon of this was, that amongft the antients it was an opinion 
almoft univerfally received, that there was a very near affinity be- 
tween the offices of king and pricfl ; on this account the Romans 
preferved the title of Rex among their facred officers when they 
cxpulfcd the Tarquins, and the Athenians, as we have heard, Ailed 
their fecond archon, who prefided in the public facrificcs, Bajilcus ; 
fo that in affairs relating 10 the gods, both the Athenians and the 
Romans, though they hated monarchy, made ufe of kings. The 
fame notion prevailed through the eaft, for we find Jcroboaj/; 
{landing by the altar at Bethel, when the prophet came to de- 
nounce its ruin (64). Apd Uzziab king Qjf jfudab, wljen'hc had 
been victorious over the Philijlines, Arabians, and Ammonites, was 
lifted up in his heart, and defired to add to his royal dignity the 
honour, of being pricft of the moft High God (65), 

(61) A<1 Attic, hb. ix. e/ip. to. (62^ Adv. Gcntes. 

(63} In Atticis. (641 I Kin^s xiii. (65) 1 t Chron, xxvi. 16. 
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long hair and a fillet agout his head, one of the Perfians took 
him for a king, and falling down at his feet difcovered to 
him a vaft quantity of gold hid in a well; Callias not only 
feized it and applied it to his private ufe, but moft inhumanly 
put to death the poor man who fhewed it him, to prevent his 
difcovering what he had done. By this a&ion he not only 
blemiflied his own reputation, but tranfmitted infamy to his 
pofterity, who, notwithstanding their eminency in the ftate, 
were ftiled by the comic poets Laccopluti, i. e. e?iricbed by 
the well*, an example which merits confederation perhaps as,, 
much as any other recorded - in hiftory. The Athenians in 
token of their refpeft towards thofe brave men who fell in 
this engagement, erefted for them public monuments in the 
field of battle, with infcriptions containing their names and 
the names of their tribes and families. At Come diftance they 
erected other monuments for the Platccans, Boeotians, and 
flaves, who were flain here. They likewife caufed this bat- 
tle to be painted in the Psccilian portico, where the Plataan 
auxiliaries were reprefen ted, as well as the Athenian foldiers, 
and at the head of thefe their ten captains, Miltiadcs holding 
the firft place f , which was all the reward they beftowed up- 
on them. 

It cannot feem ftrange, that the Athenians were highly 
elate on this victory. In the fir ft tranfports of their joy they 
granted all the Piatecans the freedom of their city ; as for 
Miltiadcs, Arijlidcs, and Themijtocles , who had exceedingly 
diftinguifhed thcmfelvcs in the fcrvicc of their country, they 
were for the prefent treated with all the marks of gratitude 
and refpefr. they could have wifhed, though in their turns wc 
fhail fee them ail flighted, profecutcd, and condemned. 
While Miltiadcs was thus high in the peoples favour, he pro- 
pofed in a general afibmhly of the people, that he fliould be 
intruded with a fleet of feventy fhips well manned and pro- 
vided, promifmg them, that he would put them in pofiefilon 
of great riches, and make the expedition in other refpech 
turn to vaft account. The Athenians readily embraced this 
project, and fitted out fuch a fleet as he defired, of which 
Miltiadcs taking the command failed to Pvros. The rcafon 
he pretended for invading this ifland was, that the inhabitants 
thereof had aflifced the Perjians with (hips in the expedition 
of Marathon, but the true ground of his hatred to that peo- 
ple was, that one Lyfagcras a Parian had clone him ill offices 
with Hy dames the Perfian, As foon as he arrived on the 
illand, he fent heralds to the capital thereof, requiring a hun- 

* Plutarch, ubi fitpra. f Corn. Npros, in vita Miltiad. 

died 
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cJrcd talents to be paid him, threatening in cafe of refuftl to 
befiege the city, and, in cafe he took it, to give it up to 
the plunder of his foldicrs. The Parians, however, were 
not to be terrified, they refufed fo much as to deliberate on 
his propofition, but, on the contrary, provided thcmfelves 
the beft they could for an obftinatc defence* Miltiades 
caufed the place to be inverted, and carried on the fiege with 
great vigour, til] one Turn a Parian woman, who was a 
prieftefs, pretended to inform him how he fhould take the 
city. In confequence of what this woman cold him, he went 
to die temple of Ceres the lawgiver, and not being able to 
open its gates, he got to the top of the wall, and from thence 
leaped down 5 but being fcized with a fudden horror and re- 
volving to go back, he re-afcended the wa!J, and from thence 
leaped down, but his foot flipping he fell, and either broke 
his thigh, or diflocated his knee-pan j however it v/as, he 
was conftrarned to raife the fiege, after having lain twenty 
fix days before the tow/7, and to return, wounded as he was, 
without efFeiHing any thing to Athens u . An unfortunate 
man was never welcome there f The whole city began to 
murmur, and Xantbippus the father of the famous Pericles 
accufed him to t!ic general aflcmblv for deceiving the Atheni- 
eti;i> as Herocirtus fays ; of treafon, as Comdius Nepos informs 
us ; or rather of peculation, as "JnjKn from Tr&gus Pompeius 
acquaints us, for tint is much the moft probable opinion, and 
for this he demanded lhat they fliould pals upon him fentence 
of death. The unhappy Miltiada was in no condition to 
defend himfclf, nature had already paffed that judgment which 
his enemies fought ; his wound perhaps through lowncfe of 
fptrits had induced a mortification, fo that he could not be 
moved out of hu bed. Hh brother Tifagsras fpoke for him ; 
he reprc fen ted to the Athenians y that this Mikiadcs, who had 
iaiiw-d in his laft expedition, had faved Athens at Alcirathon> 
and had conquered for them the ifland of Lcmms ; lie there- 
fore entreated them to remember his part fervices, as well as 
his pre lent error, and to pity him to whom they owed the 
power of deliberating, whether they would pity him or no. 
Having heard both partie-., the people declared that lie had 
not deferved capital puniihment, but at the fame time lined 
him i i fey talents, which was the whole expence of the Parian 
expedition ; a: J bevau.'e i e was unable to pay this great fum, 
they put hiii: In In a : -a)., favs QamcUus hi epos, where he 
died ; hut lb-- l-frj ;ays, thar his fan Cimui paid the fine, 

which is true, bui u ; nil afur hi:; father died in prifon, him- 

u ifi •-•ooor. -L'i fupra. 

fctf 



lit being alio tent tuicncr on uic iuiuc aiwum) auu icuuai- 

lg confined, till Cal/iasfuTnittied him with the money to pay 
is fine in lieu of his wife Elpinice, who was alfo his fifter by 
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felf being alfo fent thither on the fame account, and remain- 
in 
his 

the one fide *, Such was the gratitude of the Athenians to- 
wards Miltiades and his family. If the nature of this work 
would have allowed it, we Ihould have digrefled in favour of 
fo great a man, who, out of his paffion for his country, quit- 
ted fovereignty to ferve the Athenians \ but confideiing that 
this manner of writing would protract the Athenian hif- 
tory exceedingly, we have contented ourfclves with throwing 
into a note at the bottom of the page fuch circumftances re- 
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* Herodot. ubi fupra. Justin ubi fupra. Cornelius 
Njrpos in vit. Miltiad. & Cimou. 

(U) The hiftory of the family of Miltiades, and their becoming 
princes is related by Herodotus ; he lays, that the Tbraeian Do- 
loizccSy inhabiting a part of Cberfonefus % and having fuffered much 
in a war againft the Abfynthians, fent to inquire of the oracle at 
Delphi whom they Zhou Id elecl king, to which they received for 
anfvver, that they fiiould invite him to lead a colony into their 
country, who mould firlt invite them into his houfe, after their 
leaving the temple in order to return home. Accordingly the Do- 
lonces paffed by the facred way, through the territories of the Pho- 
ceans and the Boeotians, and receiving no offer of entertainment, 
turned into the road of Athens, In that time Pifijlratus had indeed 
the fupreme power, but Miltiades the fon of Cyp 'fetus was not with- 
out authority in* Athens, being of an illullrious family antiently des- 
cended from AZacus and AEgina % and afterwards eftablifhed among 
the Athenians by Philecus the fon of A; ax, the firft of that blood 
who fettled there. This Miltiades fitting before his gates, and fee- 
ing the Dolonces pafling by cloathed and armed in a different man- 
ner from the Athenians, called out to them, and upon their coming 
to him defired they would be his guefts, and accept the entertain- 
ment of his houfc. They accepted his invitation, and after they 
had been hofpitably entertained acquainted him with the oracle, 
and requeiled him to aft in confqrmity to the admonition of the 
god. Miltiades hearkened to their propofition, and complied with 
'more readinefs, becaufe he grew impatient of the government of 
Pijijlratus, and defired an opportunity to withdraw. In thefe fen- 
timencs he went to Delphi to confult the oracle, whether he lhou!d 
yield to the re quell of the Dohn;es, and received an encouraging 
anfwer from the Pythian. Upon which Miltia.Ls the fju of C,p- 
jelus, who had foimcny been victorious in the Ohmtiai chariot- 
race, taking with him al! fuch Athenians^ were willir*.- to join in 
his expedition, fc; iail with the Dolonces, and a-rn in their 

country was in veiled with the fovea^n power, Thj ,'<,-d ihiiy he 

did 
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The con- The people of Athens ^ being now n\leafed from all appre- 
tefls be- henfions of foreign war, fell as ufual into diiFentions amons: 
- themfclv es ; 

xtlVidesand 

i hemiito- was t0 build a wall upon the iflJimus of CJjerfonefus,ixQx& the 
cles. city of Cardla to that of Pontya, in order to prevent the Abfynthians 

from mfef::ng th? country for the Juture with their incurfions ; this 
Ifthmus is thirty fix ftaJes in breadth; and the whole length of 
Cher foue fas beginning; in that place ia four hundred and twenty Ilades. 
When Mihlades had built this wall on the neck of Cherfonefus, and 
by that means excluded the Abfynthians, he in the next place made 
war upon tlje Lampfacenians, and falling into an ainbufcade was 
taken alive by the enemy. Cr&fus, king of Lydia being informed 
of this event, threatened the people of Lampfacus with his difplea- 
fure, in cafe they d!d not releafe Miltiades ; which they taking in- 
to confiderarion, and being afraid to difoblige lb great a monarch, 
reftored M'dtiades to freedom. Thus having e leaped by the means 
cf Crayus, and afterwards dying without children, he left his do- 
minion and richec to Stefagoras the fon of Cimon, his brother by the 
fame mother. The Cherfonefians honour him with Sacrifices, as the 
founder of their city, in the accuftomed manner, having militated 
gyinnallic and equeftrian exercifes on that occalion, in which no 
Lamp/ace?:ian is permitted to contend for the prize. During the war 
which ttill continued againft the people of Lampfacns, Stefagoras like- 
wife died without children ; being killed by the blow of an ax he 
received on the head from the hand of one who, pretending to be 
a deferter, was indeed a molt cruel enemy. After his death the 
Pififi rattdte fent Miltiades, the fon of Cimon, and brother of S te fa- 
got as > to Cberfoncfus with one fhip to take upon him the govern- 
ment, having been already favourable to him in Athens y as if 
they had not had any part in the murder of his father Cimon, who 
was afTalfinated by their order. Arriving in Cher/bnejh, he kept 
himfelf retired under colour of honouring the memory of his brother 
Stefagoras ; which the Cherfonefians hearing, the principal perfons of 
every city affembled together, and coming to his houfe with inten- 
tions to condole with him, were all feized and imprifoned. By 
this means A ahiadss made himfelf matter of Chafonefus, entertained 
five hundred auxiliaries for his guard, and married Hcgefipyle daugh- 
ter to Ohms ki»-,g oi Thrace. But he had not been long in poflef- 
fion, before he met with greater difficulties than he had yet expe- 
rienced. J 'or in the third year of his government he fled out of 
the counti v, iiOL daring to wait the coining of the Scythian Nsmadcs, 
who having been irritated by the expedition of Darius, had aflem- 
b!cd their forces and advanced to the frontier of Cher fon cf us . Ne- 
void, e'eh. upon the departure of the Scythians, he was again re- 
flon-d by the Duknccs ; and hi the third year after this, hearing 
that the Pltnucuim were at Tencdos, he put all his riches on board 
five uVp:> .Mnl IhihJ fm Aibms. 'i 'he reader may poflibly think 
this note ver\ lev-, Lm there was a neteCIcy for ir, fmce fo emi- 

neNt an a itiior a. ('.. Xtp.. !. ,:h ur.de red th: hillory of this 
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themfelves ; they were divided on the old fubjedt, whether 
all things ibould be in the power of the people, or whether 
the ftate fhould be governed only by the beft. Arijiides y whom 
we have alreadyoften mentioned, was at the head of one party, 
and Themiftacles was chief of the other. It will be neceflary 
to fay fomething of the charaftcr of each of thefe great men, 
that the nature of their difputes and the confequences of them 
with refpeit to the ftate may be the better known. Arifti- 
des was the fon of Lyfimachus^ of the trib^ 1 of Antiochis and 
ward of Alopece. Themijlocles was the fon of Neocles of the 
tribe of Leontes^ by his mother's fide a ftranger, neither of 
them of any extraordinary family; Plutarch tells us, that 
they were boys together, and that they were always at va- 
riance, not only in ferious matters, but even in their fports 
and plays ; nor could it well be otherwife, for Arijiides is 
faid by him to have been firm and fteady in his behaviour im- 
moveable in every thing that appeared juft, and incapable of 
ufing the leaft falfhood, flattery, or deceit, even in jeft ; 
whereas Themijlocles was of an impetuous nature, full of fpi- 
rit, fubtle, daring, complaifant, and in fine one who could 
put on any appearance to carry his point ; he fpent even his 
times of recreation in ftudy, and was wont to divert himfelf 
with compofing orations, in which he either excufed or ac- 
cufed fome of his companions, whence his fchoolmafter pro- 
great man unintelligible by confounding him with his grandfather, 
and attributing promifcuoufly the deeds of one to the other. As 
to his putting Lemnos into the hands of the Athenians, it happened 
thus : The inhabitants of that ifland, having had long differences 
with the Athenians^ and being admonifhed by the Delphian oracle 
to compromife them, they fent to Athens to know upon what terms 
it might be done ; the Athenians offered them no other than the 
abfolute furrender of their country, to which the Lemnian deputies 
anfwered, that they would obey when a fhip from the Athenian 
dominions fhould come with a north- wind in one day into a haven 
of Lemnos, which becaufe Attica was fituated to the fouth of Lemnos , 
they conceived impoffible ; but Miltiades, being poffefled of the Cher- 
fonefus and failing from a port in the Hellefpont, arrived in one day 
at Lemnos y driven thither by a ftrong north- wind, upon which he 
immediately demanded that the ifland fhould be given up to him, 
which partly through terror, partly by force, he obtained, and 
united it to the Athenian territories. As to the imprifonment of 
his fon as well as himfelf, and the manner in which his fine was at 
iaft difcharged, Cornelius Ncpos exprefsly alTerts it, as delivered in 
our text, whereas, the account given of it by Pluto* ch is neither 
dear nor confiftcnt. 

Vot t VI. N nounced-' 
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nounced thus of him ; Boy, thou wilt never prove an ordinary 

perfon, but will at fame time or other become either a mighty 
blefjing^ or an outrageous curfe to thy country. Asthey^grew 
up, they differed ftill the more in their fentiments and con- 
dud j Ariftides ftudied the laws of Lycurgus, and by the rea- 
foiling of that great man became a favourer of ariftocracy. 
Themijlocles, rather out of fpleen to him than any other mo- 
tive, favoured exceedingly the caufe of the people : and thus 
childifh quarrels, ripening into aftrong averfion in the breafts 
of two private men, created great diforders in a potent ftate, 
and {hook the very conftitution of Athens z . 

How much foever the diflenfions between Ariftides and 
Themijlocles might in fa& injure the Athenian ftate, and how 
ready foever they might be to opppfe each other, even in 
points where they were confcious that what they oppofed was 
right, yet it muft be owned, that they fincerely loved their 
country, and were afhamed and forry for the very things they 
did. Ariftides was the honefter man of the two, and there- 
fore the more frank. When Themiflocles had one day pro- 
pofed to the aflembly of the people fomething much for their 
advantage, Ariftides made a long oration againft it, which fo 
far milled the people, that they rejeded what Themifiocles had 
propofed. Arijlides was, however, fo much affe&ed with 
what he had done, that when he went out of the aflembly he 
could not help faying, The Athenians can never be perfectly 
fafe, till they have fent Themiflocles and me to goal *. We 
have before fhewn, how not only men of rank in Athens, but 
all Athenian citizens, had feats in courts of judicature. As 
thefe rivals differed in every thing, fo they were oppofite in 
their notions of what a man's duty was in fuch a ftation. A- 
rijlides conceived, that he ought to be inflexibly upright, and 
to be void alike of affe&ion and pafEon ; whereas it was a 
common faying with Themiftocles, God forbid, that I Jhould 
ever fit on a tribunal, where my friends Jhould not have more 
favour than flrangers. Ariflides's conduit was certainly the 
more laudable, and he piqued himfelf fo much upon adting 
ftri&ly up to the maxims he laid down, that he acquired the 
furname of juft, and was looked upon as the molt worthy and 
virtuous of the Athenians. Themiflocles, inftead of repining, 
rejoiced at this, for knowing well the nature of the people, 
he conceived it an eafy thing to deftroy a rival arrived at fo 
high a reputation The oftracifm was already introduced 

a Pi.vt. & Corn. Nepos, in vit. Ariftid. & Them. a PiuT. 

ubifupra, b Plvt. in vit, Themist, Corn, Nepos, in vie. 
Arift. 

into 
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into the Athenian ftate, though it is not certain by whom, 
fome fay by PiJiJIratus^ or rather by his fons ; others by 
Clyjlhenes ; but this not being clear, we did not think fit to 
attribute it to him, or to mention the oftracifm till we come 
to a particular inftance of it. By this men, eminent to fuch 
a degree; as to threaten the ftate with danger, were banifhed 
for ten years. Plutarch fays, this exile was not a punifh- 
ment for any crime, but a kind of honourable retirement, 
ufed as the curb of too great power, and the remedy, of the 
people for thofe apprehenfions with which they were fo often 
taken. The method in which they proceeded to • infli<9: the 
oftracifm was this y every citizen took a piece of a broken 
pot or fhell, on which having wrote the name of the perfon 
he would have banifhed, he carried it to a certain place of 
the market-place which was enclofed with rails ; then the 
magiftrates began to count the number of the {hells j for if 
they were lefs than fix thoufand, the vote did not take place ; 
but if they furpafled that number, they laid every name apart, 
and the man whofe name was found on the greateft number 
of fhells was of courfe exiled for ten years, with free leave, 
however, to make what ufe he thought fit of his eftate (X) 

It 

*PluT. in vit. Arift. 

(X) The Oftracifm makes fo great a figure in all the Greek hif- 
tory, and occurs fo often in that which we are now writing, that it 
is fit, that we fhould give the reader a more particular account of it 
in a note, than we found it proper for us to do in the text. It 
derived its name from Qftracon, which fignifies a tile, becaufe 
at firll the names of perfons banifhed in this manner we e 
wrote on pieces of tiles, or broken earthen veffels (66). Di- 
odortts Siculus fays, that fuch as were ejeftcd from their coun- 
try by the Oftracifm were allowed to return in five years 
(67) ; but in this he is miftaken, for all writers agree that the time 
limited was ten years (68), and the time allowed him on whom this 
punifhment fell to quit the Athenian territories was ten days (69J. 
The fundamental rule of telling the grofs number of the ihells, and 
rendering the Oftracifm void, if they did not amount to fix thou- 
fand, was a great point in favour of eminent perfons, fincp in a 
city where there were not above 18 or 20,000 free citizens, it muil 
have been a very difficult thing to engage a third part of them to 
enter upon fuch a defign. It may feem ftrange, that the author of 
fo extraordinary a law as this ihoukl not be known ; and yet it is 

(66) Suidas. Hefycbms. (67) Bibliotb lib. xi. (68) Pollux, 
tlutanb. inn/it* Arift. (69) Scbel/'aft. Arijlopban. ad Equit. 
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It may feem ilrange, that Themiftocles could raife the popular 
refentment againft a man amiable from peaceable virtues ; 
yet he effected it by caufing it to be whifpered about, that 
Arijiides, having affumed the name of jujl, and ailing fre- 
quently as an umpire between contending parties, had infen- 
fibly ere&ed a monarchy, though without pomp or guards ; 
for what (faid the agents of Themiftocles ) conflitutes a tyrant 
but giving laws ? On a fudden, and when it was leaft ex- 
pected, citizens and countrymen flocked to the forum, and 
demanded the O/lracifm. One of the clowns from a borough 
in Attica, who could neither write nor read, brought his 
fhell to Ariftides, and faid, Write me Ariftides upon this. 
Ariftides furprifed afked him, if he knew any ill of that Aihe- 
nian, or if he had ever done him hurt. Me hurt / ( faid the 
fellow) no, I don't fo much as know hi?n, hut I am weary 
and Jick at heart on hearing him every where called The juft. 
Ariftides therefore took the fhell, and wrote his own name upon 
it. This was certainly a ftrong proof of his firmnefs of mind, 
but he gave yet a greater. When the magiftrates fignified to 
him that the OJlracifm fell upon him, he retired modeftly 
out of the forum, and as he went out he lifted up his eyes 
to heaven and faid, / befeecb the gods, that the Athenians 
may never fee that day which ft) all force them to remember 
Ariftides l. 

f Plutarch. & Corn. Nepos in vit. Arid. & Themift. 

certain, that about no hiftorical point authors differ more. Milan 
afcribes it to Clyfthev.es beforementioned (70) ; Diodorus Siculus 
fays it took place under the Piftftratida (71), and many are 
of that opinion befides him. For Plutarch reports, that Hipparchus 
was banilhed under their adminiftration (72). Heraclides fixes this 
general aflertion to Hippias, whom he exprefly declares the author 
of this fevere pra&ice (73). Photius, in his extra&s from Ptolemy 
Hcpbaftion> afcribes it to Achilles the fon of Lyfon (74) ; but Suidas 
and Eu/ebius both fet it far higher than the days of the common- 
wealth, viz under the reign of Thefeus. However uncertain its 
beginning is, there is no difpute, that it ended in the banilhmcnt 
of Hyperbolus. This practice Ariftotle feems to afcribe to all the 
democracies of his time (75), and we are afTured by various au- 
thors, that the Argives, Milejians, Mcgarcnftans, and Syracujia?is 

had the fame law, though under different titles, amongft them. 



(70^ Var Wft.lib. xiii. c. 14. 
In vlt. Nicia. ( 7 3 ) -D* Rep. 

Polit % lib. Hi. c, 13. 

1 « 



(71) Bibiioth. lib. xi. (72) 

(74) Bibiioth, lib. <vi. (75) 

The 




Chap. ' 1 8. The Hi/lory of the Athenians. ioi 

■ The war againft the inhabitants of Mgina revived after 
the battle of Marathon and was carried on by fyoth parties with 
great animofity ; the nobles and their party had fallen upon 
the remains of Nicqdromus's party, and put many of them to 
death, with fuch circumftances, as not onJy irritated the 
exiles, but made many of their own citizens uneafy. Thp 
Athenians had revenged the death of their confederates 
in feveral expeditions, but the inhabitants of JEgina had 
in their turn done the fubjefts of Athens confiderable da- 
mage, which was entirely owing to their great power at fea, 
their fleets being more numerous, and their fhips better, than 
their neighbours. Tliemijhcles confidering this, continually 
exhorted the Athenians toobferve and weigh it in their minds. 
He alfo gave them to underftand, that in his opinion tlit Per 
fian war was fo far from being ended that it was but begun, 
becaufe it was unreafonable to fuppofe, that Xerxes, who fuc- 
ceeded his father in his empire, would not alfo fucceed him 
in his hatred to the Grecians, from whom the honour of his 
empire had fuffered fo much. Having often infifted on thefe 
topics, he had at h& the boldnefs to move, that the money 
produced by the filver mines, which hitherto the Athenians 
had divided amongft themfelves, fhould be applied to building 
fhips, with which, being thoroughly poflefled of the nature 
of the thing, they complied, and a hundered gallies were im- 
mediately put upon the flocks ; and this fudden increafe of 
the Athenian fleet, with their addicting themfelves continually 
afterwards to maritime affairs, proved the means of preferving, 
not only Athens, but all Greece in the enjoyment of its liber- 
ties, as Themijiocles rightly forcfaw it would s . 

By this time, that is, about three years after the banifh- The 
ment of Arijlides^ the Athenians found, that Themijiocles had Greeks 
fpoke the truth, when he affirmed that the Perfian war, in- prepare to 
ftead of being ended, was but juft begun ; for Xerxes ', after re f : ft f ^ e 
having made prodigious preparations for the total conqucft of ^ eruans - 
Greece, fent meflengers with a Greek interpreter to its feveral 
republics to demand Earth and Water. Themijiocles, defiring 
to make the breach ftill wider between thefe two nations, en- 
gaged the Athenians to feize the interpreter, and put him to 
death, for prefuming to publifh the decrees of the king of 
Perfta in the language of the Greeks. This aft of feverity 
was followed by another ; one Arthmius of Ze/e a town in 
Troas had fettled at Athens, and had an half freedom granted 



Herodot lib. vii, Plut. in Themift. 

him ; 



102 The Hijlory of the Athenians. Book I. 

Jlim ; this man, having received large fums of money from 
'the king of Perjia, endeavoured to corrupt fome of the prin- 
cipal pcrfons of the city therewith, for which Themijiocles 
procured him to be baniflied Attica by found of trumpet, and 
his family to be degraded. Laftly, with the affiftance of 
Chileus the Arcadian, he engaged the feveral ftates of Gn 
to lay afide their quarrels, and to provide for their mutual 
defence h . 

Wh e n it came to be debated who fliould be appointed 
the general of the Athenians , in cafe the Per [tans fliould in- 
vade them, one Epicycles, a great orator, but a man other- 
wife little capable of the charge, influenced the people io 
•much by his fpeeches, that it was generally believed he would 
be elected to that important office, Themijiocles^ feeing the 
'danger of his country, and knowing the man to be covetous, 
ftrained his own circumftances and bought him off. By en- 
gaging him to defift, he made way for his own election, 
for there was no body then left capaple of contending with 
him, fo he was prefently elefted 

When news came to Athens, that the Perftans were upon 
the point of invading Greece by the ftreights of Thermopylae 
and that to this end they were tranfporting their forces by fea, 
Themijiocles advifed his countrymen to quit their city, embark 
on board their gallies, and go and meet their enemies, yet at 
a diftance ; to this they would by no means yield. He then 
put himfelf at the head of their army, and having joined the 
Lacedemonians marched towards Tempe. But when advice 
came, that the ftreights of Thermopylae were forced, and not 
only TheJJaly but Bceotia had yielded to the Perftans^ the army 
returned without effecting any thing*. 
The rt* The Athenians in this diftrefs fent meflengers to the Del- 
fponfes of fiian Apollo, who, on their arrival having performed the 
the Del- u ^ ua l ceremonies, fat down in the fan&uary, and there re- 
phian ceived from AriJlonica y who was at that time prieftefs, the 
trade. following oracle. 

h iEscHiN. cont.Ctefiph. Plut. in vit. Themift. * Plu- 
tarch, in vit. Themift. * Id. Ibid. 
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Fly to the fartheft regions of the earth, 
Unhappy men, and ihun th' impending ill. 
Fly from your houfes, and defert your walls ; 
For total ruin (hall fubvert that place. 
An angry Mars in Afia born (hall come, 
And all your ftately piles, and temples burn. 
I fee the facred walls trembling for fear, 
The lofty roofs covered with Iweat and blood. 
Depart, and be prepar'd to bear your fate i. 

The Athenian deputies were extremely amazed at thia 
anfwer ; they therefore humbled themfelves in a moft extra- 
ordinary manner before the god, holding olive-branches in 
their hands, befeeching a better anfwer, or vowing to remain 
in the temple till they died. The prieftels, feeling herfelf a 
fecond time infpired, delivered at length the following re- 
fponfe : 

Pallas in vain has ufed her utmoft art, 
To pacify the wrath of angry Jove. 
So that my prefent anfwer muft again 
Of almoft adamantin hardnefs be. 
Yet for Minerva's fake the god will give 
A fafe protection under walls of wood 
To all that lies contained within the bounds 
Of Cecrop's, or Citbaron's facred hills 
Thefe, thefe alone impregnable fhall prove, 
But never ftay to fight the dreadful troops 
Of horfe and foot, advancing thro' thetplains : 
If e'er you fee them,* fave yourfelves by flight, 
The divine Salamis fhall lofe her fons ; 
Tho' Ceres be brought home, or left abroad n \ 

The Athenian deputies having wrote down this anfwer 
brought it away, and produced it to the general affembly at 
Athens, where the people were mightily divided about its true 
fenfe and meaning : Many were of opinion, that by walls 
of wood the citadel was to be underftood, becaufe, as we ob- 
ferved before, it was palifaded, but others imagined, that it 
could intend nothing but fhips, and therefore advifed their 
countrymen to place all their hopes in their fleet ; but the 
maintainers of the former opinion urged againft fuch as fup- 
ported the latter, that the two laft lines of the oracle were 

( Herodot, ubi fupra. 0) Hbhodot. ubifupra. 

dirc&ly 
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dirc&Jy ag;iinft them, and that they without queftion por- 
tended the deftru&ion of the Athenian fleet near Salamis. 
Themi/iocles, however, declared for trufting in the fleet, and 
in anfwer to what was urged from the laft lines of the? oracle, 
alledged, that if the oracle had intended to foretel the de- 
ftruction of the Athenians, fhe would not have called it the 
divine Salami's, but the unhappy ; and that whereas the un- 
fortunate in that oracle were ftiled the fons of women, it 
could mean no other than the Perfians who were fcandaloufly 
effeminate. All difcreet people concurred in their fentiments, 
that Themi/loclcs had molt judicioufly interpreted the oracle, 
and that the Athenians could only hope for freedom by fol- 
lowing his advice. The many, however, had much ado to 
be reconciled thereto ; the leaving their country and eftates 
bore hard upon them > their forfaking their houfes and em- 
ployments ftill harder j their leaving the tombs of their ances- 
tors and the temples of their gods hardeft of all. But The- 
mijiocles had a fet of arguments in ftore for them, he made 
the very notions which would have kept them, contribute to 
drive them away.; for having drawn over the priefts who 
attended in die temple of Minerva, he caufed them to give 
out that the dragon refufed to eat ; that the offerings fet be- 
fore him were found untouched ; that at laft it difappeared ; 
fo that without doubt the goddefs had quitted the city, and 
taken her flight before them towards the fea. By degrees 
the populace were fo intoxicated with thefe pious frauds, that 
they made no manner of queftion of the Perfians being de- 
feated, and that Salami s would be the place. They there- 
fore decreed, that the city fhould be recommended to the 
protection of Minerva, that all fuch as were of age to bear 
arms fhould embark on board the fleet, and that all poffible 
care fhould be taken for the prefervation of children, women, 
and flaves. One Cyrfilus an orator vehemently oppofed the 
decree, he urged all the common topics of love to the place 
of one's birth, and affc&ion for wives and helplefs infants ; 
but the Athenians, conceiving that the falling in with his 
propofition would betray a mean defire of preferving life, 
tho' at the expence of liberty, ftoned him in the midft of his 
difcourfc, and the women to fliew how little they relifhed 
fuch arguments, and how far they were from defiring that 
the caufe of Greece fliould fuffer for them, ftoned his wife. 
And thus Themijlodes not only perfuaded his countrymen to 
do what he conceived was expedient for their fafety, but 

even infufed into them the lame fpirit with which he himfelf 
afled n - 

"Plutarch, ia vif. Arift, 

t- Wh e >: 



GfJAft it, s $fo:Hi$(n%fif ito Athenians. ^ 

c :^W» .ttefl^flBff to preparcfpr this extraordinary embar- The Athe* 
^ion^^ejs.^^our^ to % council, .of Areopagus * who j mans quit 
ftqi^#ifldjs to., . unknown, diitributed eight drachms to 

eyqfy .^pan^j 1 ?, went ort board ; but this fum hot being fufli- 
4pnt y nem^Ies \yjth his^fual'qm^nefs devifed an expedi- 
ent fpr fyrnifhirigthq reft of the rnoney. He gave out, that 
i£ jthe iprpfftyt jb&ry > loinebody had ftolen from the ftatue of 



Miqerva her^^ield^ : whpredn the head of Meaufa was engra- 
ve^, ^and h^ing authority granted him tofearch for it, under 
colour of this, he; took away all the money he could lay his 
nands on, imd.applieaattQtne ufe of the bublic. Tnepeo- 
Je, in this *heir great diftreis, began to lament the lofs of 
Ariftides* andlftviexprels their apprehenlions, left he, to re- 
venge mmfelfrOf^thfc ingratitude of his country, lhould go 
over to tne Petrfiags^ XflepitjtOfles thereupon propoied a de- 
cree, that airwio ww^ai^e^inight return ; again in order 




called byj his ( yirtite* . Arijii^es^ oh his^eturnj behaved him- 
fel^ with^ more^tfr^or^^ ami did' 

not futfer any ave^oa^to" mat geheralV perfon to influence 
turn in his conduct as to public affairs 0 ( Y) . 

Notwithstanding 



(Y) At the lathe Ht^that the Greets thought of defending the 
pafs of fhermo$J*b? laild/ tfoey fetir a 'fleet to hinder the paffage 

Of the Perffo titty ttir^gk the ftraights of Eubcea, which fleet 
rendezvoufed at Artewtfium. ; We have taken no notice of this ia 
the text, becaufe wd fttll be obliged to enter into a detail of this 
matter clfewhere ; but inafmuch as >the Athenians fent a fquadron 
tf Ships, zndan boaxdi&em Tiemj/lof/p, to this p lace, .we are obli- 
ged .to take fome Wttice^iof [his, amdu# here. The Eubarans, noc 
being able to prevail with Eurybiades to remain on their coaft till 
they coultj carry : off ^tfreir wives and children, addrefTed themfelves 
to Themijjocles, ^d;m^e.|iim a prefent of thirty talents. He took 
the money ; w^t^h , five talents he bribed Eurybiades. Then Adia- 
manthus the Corinthian being the only commander who infilled on 
weighing anchor f fihepeifipths went on board him, and told him in 

fe\y wordp, ddiaptptthus, you Jha/J not abandon us, for I ivi/I give 
you a, greater frefent for dain^your duty than the king of the Medss 
tUfOttldfwJ you for \<fe/erting the a/lies. Which he performed by fend- 
ing him r. hree talents .on, bpard. Thus he did what the Enhceans 
requefted, and put 22 talents into his pocket. In the fucceeding 
engagement Ibemifloclet and all the Athenians behaved with extraor- 
dinary bravery, for \vhic|i they received the applaufe of all Greece. 
At length. When it was' thought neceflary to retire from Artem/fnm, 
*rbetHiftosIes canfed certain ltone» to be Art up in all the ports, with 
Vol, VI- .0 Jnfcri'ptions, 
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Notwithstanding the Athenian fleet was fuperiorto 
that fent by any of the confederates, nay to all the reft: of the 
fleet taken together, yet fuch was the power of the Lacedemo- 
nians, that the command thereof was committed to Eurybiades 
a Spartan, a man either unfkilful, or wanting fortitude enough ' 
for fuch an undertaking ; for he, when danger approached, 
was for ftanding away for the gulph of Corinth in order to 
join the land army ; which when Themijlocles vehemently op- 
pofed, Eurybiades was pleafed to fay, Such as rife up before the 
reft at the olympic games are la /bed. To which the Athenian 
wifely anfwered, But they that are left behind are never crow- 
ned. Eurybiades at this lifting up his batoon, as if he would 
have ftruck him, Themijlocles cried out, Ay, Jlrifa if you will, 
but hear me ; upon which Eurybiades laid doVrh nis ftaff, and 
patiently attended to his difcourfe. One of the Lacedemonians, ' 
however, who had not fo much fenfe as the admiral, replied to 
Tb'etnijl 'octets oration, that it did not become fuch, as had 
neither houfe nor horrid of their own, to endeavour to preju- 
dice others by hindering them from returning to their habi- 
tations. Themi '/lodes , taking fire at this, faid, " We have in- 

deed, bafe fellow, left our houfes arid our walls, not think- 
tc ing it fit to become flaves, for the fake of thofe things that 

have neither life nor foul, and yet our city is the greateft of 
** all Greece, as confifting of two hundred gallies, which are 
<c here to defend you, if you pleafe ; but if. you run away. and 
** leave us, as you did once before, the Greeks will foon per- 
44 ctive, that the Athenians can find for themfelves as fair a 
*' country, and as large and free a city, as that they have 
« c left ". In a word, he took fuch pains to demonftrate 
to this afiembly, and to the general in particular, that it would 
he madnefs to think of fighting any-where but where they 
were, that the wifeft of the Grecian captains concurred with 

i 

» 

inferiptions in treating the Ionian s either to defert the Barbarian 1 : 
and join the Greets* who were fighting for their liberty, oratleaft 
to ad but faintly in the caufe of their matter, remembering, that 
thxy were originally Greeks themfelves, and that this very quarrel 
htjyn on account of tire affiftance given by the Greeks to them 1 . 
Thh. he did with double intent ; firft ro influence the (onions to act 
a., he «irin-ed ; fecondly to give the Yerfian monarch a jenloufy of 
them, t'Mr he might be the ieis inclined to trull thbfe in whofe 
power it was to do him moil Service, fince the hmans were by far 
(he bell leaflieu \w his fleet 

(;-(>; Uerodot.lib. Vu\ 

hum 
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I)im. The chief of his arguments were thpfe : He ftiewed 
them* that if once they retired from. Salamis, the fleet would 
jiyever £ght at all, becaufe being made up, of quotas froiR diffe- 
rent ftates, the feveral fquadrons wpuld immediately fail back 
to. their pwn ports, and leave the common caufe of Greece 
.without defence ; that fighting before the ifthmus, which 
was the fcherae of the oppofite party, would be attended with 
two dreadful confequences ; the one, that Salamis and Mgina, 
with all the women and children in them, would be aban- 
doned to the enemy ; the other, that with a fmall fleet they 
would be. obliged to engage a very great one, and that in an 
open fea j that, on the contrary, if they fought in the chan- 
nel of Salamis, the Perjirns would not have near fo great an 
advantage from the number of their fliips, becaufe the front of 
the line would be on both fides nearly equal ; that fighting 
here would effectually fave Poloponnefus, whereas retiring to 
the coaft thereof would draw the Perfwns thither, and induce 
all thofe confequences which thofe that propofed it fought to 
ihun. As to the wall built crofs the ifthmus upon which 
ibme depended, he (hewed, that it was a foolilh and ridicu- 
lous defence, in cafe they yielded the fuperiority of the fea to 
the Barbarians, who would then make their defcents on every 
fide of it without being obliged to force the wall at all- Thefe 
arguments, with the dread Eurybiades was in, that, in cafe he 
took other meafures, the Athenians would defert him and fail 
to Italy, as Themijiocks had hinted, engaged that general to de- 
clare for fighting, and in this refolution they remained for foi,u<: 
time p. 

The courage of the Athenians on this occafion can never 
be enough commended, fince the chief caufe of that fear 
which fpread itfelf among the reft of the Greeks was the mi 
ferable deltru&ion of the city of Athens. We have already 
given fo full an account of this matter in the Perjian hiltory, 
that there is no neceflity of repeating it here. We ihall con 
tent ourfelves with noting two or three things, which will 
illuitrate the hiftory now before us. Such of the Albanians 
as had fled to the Acropolis or citadel, out of a fond opinion 
that it was the place pointed at by the oracle, were all put t«> 
the fword. 'Hie Perjtans^ with whom the dei'ceiuiuals ol 
Pijijlratus returned, fhewed no mercy to fuch as obilhiateh 
relufed to fubmit ihemfelves again to their obedience. As t .» 
pillaging the temples and letting fire to all the (acred thing;, 
which gave fuch high offence to the Greeks , theie were not io 
properly to beafcribed to the barbarity of their enemies u. < 

f Hehodot. ubi fupra. Plut. ubi (up* a. 
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their zeal ; for we have Ihewii before, that iKt Ptrjians were 
deifts in the ftrifteft fenfe£ and looked upon tertiples^ images; 
and altars, as they were the marks of polytheijm, tb be lb 
many indignities offered to the Supreme ceihgi, whijeh y&k 
the caufe that they deftroyed them witfcout pity, aS their te^ 
fentmetft of the injuries dorle them by the' ftates of Athens ex£ 
gaged th^m to fliew no mercy to fiich of its people ais fell into 

their hands. ' " 

Defatcs a- When Xerxes drew down all his land-forces to the fea-fide, 
mongft the^ an( j at t ^ e fa mQ t j me caded his fleet to approach that of the 

' ~* Greeks, the Pehponnejians, who were in that navy, fell again 
into their old opinion of leaving all to preferve Peloponnefus 
from being ravaged. To this end a council of war was fum- 
mohed, for their murmurs ran fohigh,* that Eutyhtades was 
afraid of their deferring ; in this council their opinion prevail- 
ed, for they would neither, liften to arguments, nor pay any 
refpefl: to authority. Themijlocles therefore, feeing his opinion 
fet afide by the Pehponnejians, refolved to take meafures for 

forcing them to ftay ; for, as Herodotus informs us, with- 
drawing privately from the affembly, he fent away a man to 

the enemy's fleet in a fmall veflel, properly inftru&ed j the 
name of this man was Stcinus, he was tutor to Themtftocles* s 
children, and every way capable of being made the inftrument 
of great things. When he arrived in the Per/tan fleet, he 
was conducted to their council of general officers, to whom 
he delivered the following meflage, as (xom^ThMiJiocles-n <c The 
< 6 general of the Athenians, who is in the interdft bf the king, 
«« and defires your affairs may profper rather than thofe of 
" Greece, has fent me privately away with orders to let you 
*< know, that the Grecians in great confirmation have deter - 
'« mined to betake themfelves to flight, and that you have 
" now an opportunity of atchieving the moft glorious of all 
*' enterprizes, unlefs your negligence opens a way to their ef- 
«' cape. For being divided in their opinions, they will not 
" oppofe your forces ; but you will fee thofe who are your 
" friends fighting againft thofe who are not of your party 
This meflage had its defired effeft ; the Per/tans conceived, 
not without fome fhow of reafon, that the Athenians, finding 
it to no porpofe any longer to oppofe the great king, were re- 
folved by this piece of intelligence to make their peace with 
him at once, arid thereby procure their city and country to 
be reftored 1. They therefore made all the preparations ne- 
ceflary for fliutting up the Grecian navy, and reckoned that 
they were already fo many prizes, and that now they fhould 
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reg^ltheir honour add *dmpenfate themfelves for the Io& 
^Hick^tiey ltd tfuffeihfcd at Artemifium. Arijlides was the 
fir$ #Ko ' pefpeive^ what the Perfians aimed at ; he immedir 
ateljr uirenrto TbemiJIoeles, and when they were alone head* 
tfrefletf* him^ if we may believe Plutarch, who in the mean 
thrie \i fbpported : by Herodotus y in thefe terms : 4C If we are 
•« 4 itifey TbemfficIeSi we ihall now forever lay afide. that 
44 yain ari8 childifli contention that has hitherto been between 

us, and' begin a more fafe and honourable emulation, by 
<4 contending which of us two ihall do. moft towards the 
44 fafety of Greece ; you by performing the part of a wife and 
44 ' great general,- and I by obeying and affiftihg you with my 
44 perfon and advice.. I underftand, that you alone have de*- 
44 tettnined rightly, advifing to* engage in the ftraights with- 
44 out delay. J Your' allies are of a different opinion, but the 
44 enemies' themfelves feem to confirm and ftrengthen your 
44 advice for the- fea-all round us is covered and fliut up by 
44 their fleet, To that they who have oppofed coming to an 
44 engagement muft be forced to fight, and {hew themfelves 
4C .men of courage, there being no room left for flight To 
44 this Themiftocles replied, I am afhamed, Arijlides, at your 
44 having got the ftart 6f me in this noble emulation ; I ihall 
4C ufe my utmoft endeavours to outdo this beginning, which 
44 is fo much to youf' honour, and to obfcure, if poffible, this 
46 glorious ftep of yours by the luftre of my future a&tons". 
At the fame time Tljemijlocles acquainted him with die ftrata- 
gem madeiife of to compel the enemy to take the meafures 
they did, and whifch in fa£ compelled alfo the Grecians to take 
thofe which Were moft advifeable for their own intereft,. and 
to which he had fo often prefled them, though to little purpofe. 
Thus ended the ihterview between thefe two rivals for reputati- 
on, whofe new cemented friendfhip proved of the utmoft con- 
fequence to the caufe of Athens and of Greece r . 

The detail of the battle of Salamis is unneceflary ; here fince 7^ fi agf / f 
the reader has met with it before in our account of the Perfian 0 f Salamis 
affairs. We ihall therefore content ourfelves with obferving, y C ar of 
that the Athenians reaped the.higheft honour from their beha- the flood, 
viour on that remarkable occalion, though Herodotus is for 251 9. 
beftowing the palm on the inhabitants of JEgina. We have Before 
more than once noted, that till Tbemijiocles perfuaded the Chrift, 
Athenians to apply themfelves to maritime affairs, the people 
of this little ifle were lords of the fea. . It is not therefore to 
be wondered, that their long experience enabled them to per- 
form great things in a fea-fight, of which the Perfian emperor 
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was a fpe&ator in perfon, and pa the cv^t of wbi^drar 
own liberty, and that of all their conjWerates depe^L Thf 
Athenians, after the Per/tan fleet wag once broke, drove thesr 
Scattered ihips towards the coaft of Attica. The fquadron 
of ftretching out to fea, got on the other fide of thp 

flying Perftans, and funk many 

cd the Athenians. Thus the (kill and condufl: of thefe two nati- 
ons preferved all their confederates, and not only earned away 
yiftory from the prodigious fleet of their enemies, but like- 
wife obliged the Per/tans to account it a great happinefs, if 
after this extraordinary defeat they preferved any part of that 
navy which had fo lately darkened the coafb, and ftruck a 

panic through Greece. 

The morning after the battle of Salamis, die Greeks, per- 
ceiving the enemy's land-forces ftill encamped in the fame 
place, conjectured, that their fleet was retired into the Phale- 
rmn t one of the ports of Athens ; but they were miftaken, 
for Xerxes had given orders, that they ihould faU with the ut- 
moft diligence to the Hellefpont, while himfelf with his land- 
forces pretended to throw up an artificial Iftbmus in order to 
unite the ifland of Salamis to the continent of Attica. The 
Creeks in the mean time were for purfuing the P$rfian fleet, 
in hopes of taking {haggling fhips in order to increafe their 
booty -j but coming to Andros without difcovering any of the 
enemy's fhips, they there called a council of war, in which 
1'hemijhcles gave it as his opinion, that they fcould fhape their 
purfuit by the way or the iflands, and make all the fail they 
could for the Hellefpont, in order to deftroy the bridge which 
Xerxes had thrown over it, and thereby cut off that monarch's 
communication with Afta. Plutarch fays, that he communi- 
cated this to Arijiides, who oppofed it ; but Herodotus, with 
greater probability, afcribes this oppofition to Eurybiades* 
That ThemijtQcles communicated his fentiments to Arijlides 
might be, but that he informed Eurybiades of them is moral - 
ly certain, becaufe he commanded in chief. It is therefore 
more likely, that he and not Arijiides oppofed the carrying 
them into execution, becaufe he thought, that (hutting Xerxes 
into Europe -with fuch a mighty army would be to compel him 
to re paii Win former omiflions, and to exert himfelf with vi- 
gour again ft the Greeks. When Themijiocles perceived that 
this rcafbiiiiig prevailed, and that the Grecian chieftains were 
likely to c ome into it unanimoufly, he formed another fchemc, 
which, Plutarch fays, he like wife communicated to Arijiides , 
and that w;;S this ; he fent a truity meJlenger to Xerxe* to in 
form him, that the Greeks intended to break down his bridge 

over the lldujpotit ; wherefore he advifed him to march back 

with 
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with the utmoft fp*ed, promifing tot delay, as much as he was 
able, the intended pfoje& of his countrymen. Herodotus fays 
that he a&ually advifed the Athenians to give over the pur- 
fuit, in order to return to their country and rebuild their hou- 
fes, into which they readily gave, as it was natural for people, 
to wiih for a quifct retreat, after having fo long endured fo 
violent a teqipeft ; but at the fame time our author intimates,, 
that Tbtmijiacles had in view the fafety of the Perfians, and, 
not the intereft of theAthenia ns , which he attributes to his fore- 
fight of following misfortunes, and his willingnefs to fecure 
an afylum, when the envy of his countrymen fhould doom 
him to banifliment. Thefe fort pf cenfures are the tribute 
paid by the great for the luftre of their actions. Whether 
Themiftocles really intended his country ill or no is what none 
can tell ; i that he generally meant its good is univerfally al- 
lowed, and that this advice fuited his fcheme of making Xer- 
xes of his owii accorc} abandon the war in Greece^ is plain from 
the nature of the thing. It is hard therefore to tarnilh his 
glory by receiving fuch infinuations, and we had better fup- 
pofe, that he did not forefee his difgrace, than by a conjec- 
tural magnifying of his prudence diminifh the reputation he 
acquired as a true patriot f . . 

Herodotus relates another thing of . Themiftocles ; he fays, 
that while the Grecian fleet and army were employed in be- 
fieging Andros, this general fent to Pares and other iflands, 
and threatening the inhabitants of them, that the Greeks would 
invade their country, extorted from them vaft fums of money, 
which he infinuates he applied to his own private ufe. Plu- 
tarch relates another paflage, which muft have happened pret- 
ty near this time, viz. that when the Grecian fleet was arriv- 
ed at Pegafdy a maritime town of Magncfia, where it winte- 
red, Themi/hcles made an oration to his countrymen, in which 
he declared, that Jie had it in his mind to do fomething which 
would prove of infinite confequcnce to Athens ; but that it 
was of fuch a nature, that he could not communicate it to 
the aflembly. Upon this the Athenians directed him to com- 
municate it to Arijiides only ; and in caic he approved it, to 
put it in practice. When therefore thefe great men were a- 

loiie, Themijiocles difcovered in few words, that his fcheme 
was to burn the reft of the Grecian fleet, which would leave 
Athens miftreis of the leas. Arijiides made his report to the 
people, that v/hat Themijiocles intended was indeed the moil: 
advantageous thing that could poflibly happen to them, bur .it 
the fame time it was the molt unjuit; upon which they icadily 
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dire&ed him to thtnfc ho more of it, efteeming it fir belter 
to facriifice their mtereft to their famey ; than for the fakefof 
prefent advantage, howgreat foever it were, to hazard- die 
cenfure of fucceeding ages, and the ftain of infamy never to 
be blotted out. 



' When the fleet was returned to Salarhh^ and the booty 
was divided amongft all who had'ferved'on board it* the Greeks 
ifcfolvcd to fail to the ifthmiis in order to confer there the-cof-.' 
tofhary honours on him, who by the free votes 6f their chiefs 
had defetvecf beft ; arid • thefe* being affeiiri bled in the temple 
of Neptune y and directed to write dotffl hii name who defer- 
ved'beftj and alfohte'whd deferved nekt, each chief put dbwn • 
his own in the firft place* and ttie nante of Themijloclesin the . 
fecorid, " whereby, ; without! defigning it y • -thdy ttnanimoufly 
proclaimed him the moft'#orthy bf tti&GrteifS< Frbnv theiice - 
he went to Lacedesmon^ where hfc wa$ re teiVed-WitH ' the great- ' 
eft honour and refpedt, arfd the Spartans j partial as they Were 
to their own counVfymeh, • dfter decreeing th& prize of valour 
to Eurybiadesy affigrfe'd-that'df prudence to :p)imtftocles\> and 
crowned him with 4 wreath of olive ; f h&y 'prefentdd him al- 
io with the rhoft magnificent chafriot in tiparta j and when he 
returned to Athens he was efcorted by five hundred ;horfe, art. 
honour never paid to' any ftranger but-him. 

On Thenii/locles's Conning back to Athens, there were not 

The Perfi- • J & 




thefe clamours with contempt, and contented^ himfelf with 
exhorting the peofle/not : to ehtertain any doubts of their con- 
federates j but to be careful in maintaining the mighty repu- 
tation they had acquired iand the refpeft paid them by all the 
ftares of Greece." About this time fome of the families of the 
Athenians returned from Salamis to Traezene, where they had 
taken refuge while the Per/tans ] ravaged Attica ; the former 
belonged to ihcAthehians, but the latter was free. They gave, 
however^ d very kirid reception to the women and children 
committed to their charge, they appointed them a maintenance 
but 'of 'their public fiind9, and paid alfo the beft fchoql-mafttrs 
they could find for taking care of their youth; fucha high 
regard had the generofity ©f the Athenians, in abandoning all 
for the fake of liberty, drawn from every ftate in Greece* The 
Perftam themfelves were no lefs ready in preferring them to 
all the Greeks : Marddnius, whom Xerxes had left to.comr 
mand the army deftined for carrying on the war, chofe to 
treat with the Athenians, rather than to fight with them ; to 

this end he made ufc of Alexander king of Macedon, a perfon 

f well 



Chap, i 8. Vhe Hiftcry of the Athenians. 



Well known and highly refpefted at Athens, fjim, as a 
tributary and ally of the Perjian king, he fent to make pro- 
pofals of peace, not in his own name, but in that of his maf- 
ter. When he arrived the Athenians entertained him like a 
friend, but delayed giving him audience, from a forefight, 
that ^Lacedemonians would not he long after hearing this news 
before they fent ambafladors, which accordingly came to pafs. 
They then appointed a day for Alexander to have audience of 
the people, on which, as Herodotus informs us, he fpoke to 
this purpofe : <€ Athenians? I am fent by Mardonius to tell 
cc you, that' he has received ameflage from the king in thefe 
c< words : J forgive the Athenians all the injuries they have 
*< dohe me, and therefore, Mardonius? obferve the follow- 

ing orders:Reinftate them in the pofleffion of their own ter 
<c ritories ; give them moreover whatever other country they 
*« (hall choofe ; let them govern by their own laws j and re- 
ft build all their temples which I have burnt, if they will 
« come to an agreement with me. Having received thefe 
«'* orders, I am obliged to put them in execution, unlefsyou 
« prevent me ; and now I myfelf would alk you, what mad- 
« nefs pufhes you on to make war againft a king you will 
" never conquer, nor always be able to refift? You are not 
" ignorant of the numerous forces and great a&ions of Xer- 
xes ; you have heard of the army I have, and if you fliould 
« happen to be victorious and to defeat us, which you can 
<c never hope fo long as you have the ufe of reafon, ano- 
« ther much more powerful will come againft you ; fuffer 
<c not yourfelves then to be difpoffefled of your country, 
« and continually alarmed for your own lives, by meafuring 
« your ftrength with the king; but be reconciled to him, 
" fince you have now fo favourable an opportunity in your 
« hands from the prefent difpofition of Xerxes. Enter there- 
« fore into an alliance with usfinccrely and without fraud, 
" and continue to be a free people. Thefe, O Athenians? 
c< are the words which Mardonius ordered me to fay to you : 
" For my own part, I (hall not mention my conftant affec- 
" tion to your ftate, becaufe you have had fufficient proof 
" of that in former time. I befeech you then, hearken to 
* € the counfel of Mardonius ; fori fee you will not always 
tfi be able to make war againft Xerxes. Had I not known 
" this, I Jhould never have undertaken to bring you fuch a 
<fl meflage ; but the king's power is incomparably greater than 
<c that of all other mortals, and his reach fo cxtcnfivc,thar, 
" unlefs you immediately accept the favourable conditions he 
" offers, I dread the confequences to you, who lying in the 
" way of danger more than any other of the confederates, 
Vol,. VI, V " an* 
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" and poflefling a country placed as a prize between the con- 
" tending parties, muft be always moft expofed to ruin. Let 
*' thefe reafons prevail with you, and confider the im- 
" portant advantages you will receive, if the great king 
t6 forgives you alone among all the Grecians, and becomes 
" your friend". The Lacedemonian ambafladors fpoke in 
their turns, as foon as Alexander had made an end of his ora- 
tion ; they faid, 4C that they were commiffioned to exhort the 
4 6 Athenians not to Men to the propofals of the Barbarians, 
44 becaufe it was a thing unreafonable on many accounts; 
* c Firjl, becaufe the original quarrel was between the Perji- 
" ans and Athenians, into which the reft of the Greeks were 
c4 drawn merely through their refpeft to them: Secondly,. 
4C that the Athenians were always wont to be the foremoft in 
44 the caufe of liberty, which it would not become them now 
44 to defert : Thirdly, that there were no grounds to believe 
4 c the Perfians would obferve any terms with a people they fo 
44 much hated, when occafion would ferve ; that the Spartans 
44 were exceedingly grieved for their misfortunes, and as a 
44 mark of their regard would in conjunction with their a 1- 
4£ lies take care of their wives and children till this war was 
<c at an end, and give them what other affiftance was in their 
44 power". The Athenians, having deliberated on this pro- 
portion, anfwerod firft that of Alexander. They faid> 
44 they were well acquainted with the great power of the king, 
" but that they were ajfo well affured of the juftice of their 
4i own caufe ; that as long as the fun and moon endured they 
<c would never defert the caufe of Greece, nor forget the in- 
14 juries done them by the Perfians" '• To the Lacedemonians 
they anfvvered , 46 they were forry they fhould conceive fo 
44 meanly of them, as to think they would ever compare in- 
4fc terclt with glory ; that they would continue firm to their 
4t confederates without being a burden to them ; but that, 
4 - it Kcing probable Mardonius would be ready for a&ion in 

c; the fpriii^r, they hoped the Lacedemonians would think it 
4i more Rvlonable to meet him with united forces in Bceotia, 
4C than to fufier him to ravage Attica again £, \ 
^ I f What the Athenians forcfaw came exactly to pafs; Mar- 

,. k ' , " dn.'fi, :ccordift£ to the orders of his mafler. inarched dircdl- 

t/'v de* ^ ^tt' ua * <U1 -' began t0 wa fi' e and plunder the country, 
/ 'r ed levelling even the ruins of anticnt buildings, and throwing to 

the ground fuch ai. the Athenians had either eredlcd or repaired. 

|T e proceeded to Athens, which its inhabitants were a fecond 
ne forced lo ab.nJon, the Spartans fending help fo flowly, 
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that the enemy arrived long before their confederates, fo that 

the Athenians were conftrained to retire with their families to 

Salamis, and to fend the army which they had raifed, under 

the command of Ari/lides, to join that of the Spartans and 

other ftates of Greece, which, under the conduit of Paufani- 

as tutor of king Plijiarchus; the fen of Leonidas, was preparing Year of 

to refift the Per/tans. This army foon after advanced intoBce- Flood 

where they fought the famous battle of PIataa,in which they * 5 2 1 • 
made a far greater (laughter of the Per/tans than they had ever thrift 
done before. It would be foreign to our prefent purpofe to fay any g 
thing more of this battle here, becaufe it was fought out of 
the territory of Athens, and the Lacedemonians had the fupreme 
command. It will be neceflary, however, to obferve, that 
Arijiides, with the body of troops under his command, beha- 
ved with luch bravery and refolution, as procured them the praife 
of all the Greeks who were their cotemporaries, and hath 
tranfmitted their fame, both for valour and prudence, even 
to this far diftant age. The fame day that the battle of Pia- 
taa was fought in Greece, the Perjians were a!fo defeated zt 
Mycale in Ionia. The Grecian fleet confifted of two hundred 
and fifty gallies, under the command of Lcoty chides the Lac:- 
demonian, and Xanthippus the Athenian. It is univerfally al- 
lowed, that the Athenians behaved better than any of the reft 
of the Grecians in this engagement, of whom, Herodotus 
fays, that Harmolycus the fon of Euthoinus, a famous wreftler, 
deferved the firft place. When they had defeated the Per- 
Jian navy, the Greeks had the boldnefs to land and to attack 
the forces they found on (hore, whom having alfo routed they 
plundered all the country, and carried off an immenfe booty. 
Having done this they failed to Santos, where it was debated 
in their council, whether or no it would be fit to tranfport the? 
Jonians into Greece and leave Ionia to the Barbarians, 11 nee 
it would be very difficult, if not impracticable, for the Athe- 
nians, or indeed for the reft of the confederates, to affift them 
at all times, and in cafe they were not protedted, their prefent 
revolt might prove fatal to them. It was likewife propofed, 
in cafe they were tranfported to Greece, to give them the ter- 
ritories of fuch Greek ftates as had in this war fided with the- 
Per/tans ; but after all the Athenians changed their minds, and 
fhewed a vifiblc reluctance, when this defign fhould have been 
put in execution. They were apprehenfivc, that if the Ionian* 
were tranfported into Greece they would rival them in point of 
trade, or atleaft throw oft" that obedience and refpcCt whu !> 
hitherto they had paid Athens, as their mother city and con- 
ftant protedtrefs. They were likewife uncafy at the Pdopon- 

neftans interfering in matters relating to their colonies ; and as 

P 2 the 
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the Athenians were at this time the ftate of greateft confequence 
in Greece^ their confederates thought it neceflary to latisfy 
them by their particular condefcenfion in this point, and there- 
fore, after promifing the Ionian* fuch afilttance as they fhould 
have occafion for from time to time, tliL* fleet left their coafiv 
The Lacedemonians failed back to Laconia, but the Athenians^ 
under the command of Xa?ithippu: y refolved to make fome 
farther attempts before they quitted thefe feas u . 
The pong This refutation being taken, the Athenians croffed over 

Seftos t0 CberfQnefus and befieged Scjlos. It was a ftrong place 
^ and had a great garifon under the command of Artayclesz 

Perfian^ whom Herodotus rcprefents as a man of very diflb- 
lute morals. The fiege was long and troublefpme, and au- 
tumn drawing on, the Athenians were very defirous of return- 
ing home, but their general Xanthippus declared, that he 
would not depart till he had either taken Seftos* or was recal- 
led by a decree of the Athenian people, becaufe Artaycles had 
been guilty of facrilege in rifling the fepulchre of Proteftlaus* 
and taking thence a vaft fum of money. At laft, the garifon, 
being prefled with hunger and having no hopes of relief, re- 
folved to fliift for thcmfclves, and accordingly made their ef- 
cape in two parties, the one led by Oihazus, the other by Ar- 
taycles ; Oibazus and his party were overtaken by the Thraci- 
ans, who, after furrounding him and his guards, killed moft 
of them, and took him and his family prifoners > after which 
they facrificed him to Plijhrus a Ihracian god, and put the 
relief their captives to the fword. The Athenians* as foon 
as they were matters of the place, fent out detachments to 
fcour the country, and one of thefe coming up with Artay- 
fics and his corps of troops, near the river /Egos* engaged, 
routed them, and made him and his fon prifoners. When 
they were brought back to Seftos and put under a guard, He- 
rodotus rentes a very extraordinary prodigy, which he attri- 
butes to the facrilege before mentioned. He fays, that one of 
the Athenian foldicrs, to whole cuftody this Perfian general 
was committed, broiling fome dried fifh, faw them leap upon 
the coals, as if they had been juft taken out of the water, 
upon which Artaycles addrefled himfelf to him in thefe words ; 
Athenian friend, be not afraid, you are not at all concerned 
in this prodigy. Proteftlaus, though dead and embalmed 
at Elcusy admonifhes me by this fign, that the gods have 
given him power to revenge the injury he has received : 
Refolving therefore to make him reparation, I will confe- 
crate a hundred talents to his divinity, inftead of the riches 
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* c I took out of his temples 5 and I will give two hun* 
dred talents to the Athenians ^ if they will fpare my life 
" and the life of my fon". But their general Xanthippus 
would not be perfuaded by thefe promifes, partly becaufe he 
himfclf was averfe to the thing, and partly becaufe the people 
of Eleus, to avenge the injuries done to Proteftlaus^ earneftly 
folicited him, that Artayftes might be put to death. Having 
therefore cond'u&ed him to that part of the Ihore, where the 
bridges of Xerxes terminated, or, as others fay, to an emi- 
nence Handing near the* city of Madyrus, they caufed him to 
be impaled on a /lake fixed in the ground for that purpofo. and 
at the fame time ftoned his fan before his eyes. When the 
Athenians had done thefe things, they returned with their fleet 
to Greece, carrying, befides other riches, all the materials of 
the bridges, in order to be confecrated in their temples, and 
nothing more was done that year x (Z). 

The victories of Plataa and Mycale fealed the freedom 
of Greece, and particularly eafed the Athenians of their ap- 
prehenfions j they therefore brought back all their families in- 
to Attica, and began to think of rebuilding their city, not 

* Herodot. ubi fupra. Diod. Sicul. lib. xi. 

(Z) The ftory of Artay&es y s facrilege we have from Herodotus, 
who relates it thus : '* The government of the whole province 
<< was in the hands of ArtayBes, a perfon of profligate and detef- 
«« table manners, who had been placed in that ftation by Xoxes, 
«• and, by impofing a fraud upon him when he marched to Athens ; 
** had rifled the treafures of Protefilaus the fon of Ipbides, which 
" were at Eleus. For in the city of Eleus in Cberfonefus the fepul- 
«* chre of Protcftlaus was eretted in the midft of this temple, and 
" -a great fum of money, with gold and filver plate, veflels of 
«' brafs, and other offerings, were taken from thence by ArtaycJes, 
*' in virtue of a grant from the king, which he obtained by this 

«' artifice : Sir, faid he, here is the habitation of a certain Grecian, 
*' <who baling entered your territories 'with an army, perijhed as be 
et well deferred. Give me the houfe of this man, that for the future 
(t none may dare to invade any part of your dominions. By this re - 
" prefentation he doubted not to obtain the houfe from Xerxes, be- 
" caufe he could have nofufpicion of his project ; and told him 
<* Protejilaus had invaded the royal dominions, becaufe the Perjians 
u imagine that all ^*is the property of their kings. Thus after 
** Art ay ties had obtained his requeft, he brought away the trcafure 
" to Sejlos, converted the {acred place into pallure and arable land \ 
" and when he was at Eleus, lay with divers women in the fanftu- 
" ary (76). 

(76) Herodot, Jib. ix. prop,' f<> 

onlv 
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only with the utmoft expedition, but alfo with fome degree of 
magnificence 7 . The people were more elate tharf ever, they 
were confcious of the mighty fhare they had in driving the 
Barbarians back into Afia, and were therefore refolved to 
preferve that freedom uninvaded by citizens, for which they 
had fo warmly contended againft ftrangers. Themijlocles^ 
who was always for a popular government, encouraged them 
in thefe expectations, 3nd Arijlides, having thoroughly confi- 
dered the genius of his countrymen, thought it would be better 
to concede to them freely what they fo much defired, than 
to hazard new disturbances by the rifing up of different fac- 
tions. He therefore propofed, that every citizen fhould have 
an equal right to the government, and that the archons fhould 
be chofen out of the body of the people without preference 
or diftindtion ; with this the commons were fatisfied, and the 
men of figure were alfo contented z . Themijlocles propofed al- 
fo at this time, that Athens fhould be inftantly fortified in the 
belt manner poflible, to prevent the misfortunes which they 
had lately fuftained by the fudden invafions of the Pcrfians. 
He had other views than this, but they were not then ripe 
for difcovery, fo he contented himfelf with moving that firft 
which was firft to be put into execution. The Lacedemoni- 
ans > as foon as they received this news, were exceedingly alarm- 
ed : they had been hitherto the principal people in Greece, and 
were, of confequence, very jealous of a rival. They there- 
fore fent ambafTadors to Athens, who on their arrival declared 
to the aflembly, that the Spartans, having nothing in view 
but the general good of Greece, could not avoid remonftrat- 
ing againft the proceedings of the Athenians in fortifying their 
city, fince it was clear to them, that this meafure muft prove 
very difadvanCageous to their confederates ; becaufe if the 
Perftans fhould again make an irruption into Attica, with the 
fame fuccefs as before, and poflefs themfelves of a fortified 
city, they would make ufe of it as a bridle on Greece, and 
•fill it with fuch a garifon as would render it inexpugnable. 
Thefe arguments feeming to have no great weight with thofe 
to whom they were urged, the Spartan ambaffadors proceeded 
to exert an authority which had been admitted in other Greet- 
an cities, that is, they abfolutely forbid the Athenians to car- 
ry their walls any higher. The people infinitely offended at 
this, and at the fame time doubtful how it might be remedied, 
Jiftened readily to Themi/locles's advice, which was to the 
following effed : He faid, that confidering their own imbeci- 
lity and the power of Sparta, they were in this cafe to make ufc 

* Di0»oa.Si6yfc. lib. xi. c, * Plutarch, ha vit. Ariftid. 

rather 
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rather of prudence than prowefs. That to free themfelves 
from the Lacedemonian ambafladors, who were but a kind of 
fpies, they fhould promife not to proceed any farther in wal- 
ling their city, till by an embafly of their own they fhould 
give fatisfadtion to Lacedemon and the reft of their allies. He 
then offered to go himfelf at the head of that embafly* and 
undertook to bring all things to a happy conclufion a . 

ThemiJIocles, according to his own propofal, being named i^^ CC 
with fome other Athenians ambafladors to Sparta, he fet out Jj™*^ 
before the reft, having intimated to the fenate that it would j > fj^ c 
be for the intereft of the ftate,if they delayed as long as poflible m }itocles. 
fending the reft of the ambafladors toSparta. When he arrived 
at Lacedemon, he put off for fome time receiving an audience, 
on account of his being alone,and expe&ing daily his collegues. 
Thefe in the mean time exhorted the* Athenians to proceed in 
building their walls with all imaginable application ; this 
they readily gave into, fparing neither houfes nor fepulchres 
for materials, while women, children, ftrangers, fervants, 
and citizens, all wrought night and day, fo that in a fhort 
fpace the walls were almoft finifbed. The Lacedemonians 
having received advice of this, and the collegues of Themijio- 
cles being arrived, they fummoned them before the Ephori, 
who began immediately to exclaim againft the perfidioufnefs 
of the Athenians in thus violating their promife. Themiftocles 
denied the charge ; he faid his collegues affured him of th© 
contrary ; that it did not become a great ftate to depend on 
flying rumours, but that the Lacedemonians ought to fend de- 
puties back with the Athenian ambafladors to take cognizance 
of the affair, while himfelf remained as an hoftage to be an- 
fwerable for the event. This being agreed to, Themijlocle* 
engaged his aflbciates to advife the Athenians to commit the 
Spartan ambafladors to fafe cuftody till he fliould be releafcd. 
He then publicly avowed the whole tranfa&ion at Lacedemon , 
took the fcheme upon himfelf, and faid, That all things are 
lawful for our country. The Spartans, feeing no remedy, 
concealed their refentment, and lent him home in fafety b. 

The next year, which was the laft of the feventy fifth 
olympiad, Adiamanthus being archon, Thcmi/foc/es opened 
himfelf further to his citizens, as to the fchemes he had form- 
ed for raifing their power, and encrcafing their wealth. -He 
obferved, that the port Phalerum was very narrow and in- 
convenient, he therefore advifed them to make the Pircsus 

V 

4 Diopor. Sicul. ubi fupra. Pli/t. ubi fupra. b Plut. 
in vie. Thcmift. Corn. Nupos. in vit. Thcmift. Diodor.Sicvi.. 
tfbi fupra. 
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the port of Athens, from whence he faid that he was fenfible, 
that great advantages would accrue to the ftate, but that it 
was not proper for him to difclofe them to the affembly, or 
to lay down publicly the methods, by which his delign might 
he carried into execution. He intreated them therefore to 
choofe two perfons of rank and capacity, to whom he might 
communicate the whole of his project. The affembly there- 
upon made choice of Arijiides and Xanthippus, to whom The- 
mijiocles freely imparted his contrivance, which was to render 
the Piraus the moft capacious haven in Greece, and to unite 
the city thereto by long walls ; for he did not conceive it fit 
that the port fhould be made part of the city, becaufe, know- 
ing that failors are generally diflblute, he was afraid, that 
their mixing with the* citizens would work a corruption of 
manners. He obferved, that the hnians were originally from 
the fame flock with themfelves, and that of confequence, if 
Athens were miftrefs of the fea, they would attach themfelves 
to her rather than to Lacedemon, which he faid would be the 
cafe of the iflanders alfo, who, having no idea of a land-force, 
would fue for protection to that ftate whofe naval power was 
greateft ; he concluded with fhewing the eafinefs with which 
his fcheme might be put in practice, if its ends were kept fe- 
cret, and the danger there would be of its coming to nothing, 
if the Spartans had once an idea of what was intended. A- 
rifiides and Xanthippus went then out to the people, and told 
them, that The?niflocles 9 s proje£t was of the utmoft advantage 
to the ftate, and yet might be performed with the greateft 
eafe. This, inftead of Satisfying the affembly, infpired them 
with new fufpicions, they therefore direfted Themijlocles to 
apply himfelf to the fenate, and if they approved his defign, 
they empowered them to furnifh him with what he wanted ; 
accordingly Themi flocks addreffed himfelf to that venerable 
body, and they went unanimoufly into all his nleafures. In 
the firft place ambaffadors were difpatched to Sparta, to in- 
finuate there how fit it would be for the Greeks to have 
fome great port, where a fleet might always continue in fafe- 
ty in order to watch the deligns of the Perftans j having thus 
prepared thcLacedemonians not to take offence at their firft pre- 
parations for enlarging and eftablifhing the harbour of Piraus y 
Themijlocles took luch care, that every thing was finiflied, 

The fo<vt anC * *' 1C P' aC ° ' n a P°^ ure °^ defence, before it was well 
' f 1* known at Sparta what the Athenians were about <=. 

the fea The Greeks continuing the war all this time againft the 
transfer- Perftans, Arijiides and Chnon the fon of Miltiades were fent 

red to A- 

theos. c Piut, in vie. Xhc&uft. Diod. Sicut.ubi fupra. 
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commanders of the Athenian forces, Paufanias the Lacedemo- 
nian having the. command in chief. This Paufanias x elate 
with the fuccefs he had had at Plataa and full alfo of new dfc- 
figns, having engaged in a treafonable correfpondence with 
the Perfian king, treated all the captains under his command 
with fuch haughtinefs and Hate, that they were not able to 
bear it; for he never fpoke to them but in very harfh terms -> 
he would not allow them to provide forage, or draw -water 
for themfelves or their foldiers, till his Spartans were all ferv- 
ed. As for the private men, under colour of preferving dis- 
cipline, he treated them as if they had been all flaves, making 
them for the fmalleft offences ftand with an anchor bound 
down on their Ihoulders, fo that it almoft funk them into 
the earth. On the other hand, the juftice of Arijiidesj and 
the candour and generofity of Cimon at traded the hearts both 
of captains and foldiers ; they faw, that the Athenians were 
far more powerful at fea than the Lacedemonians^ and that the 
authority of the latter was founded only in their pride ; they 
therefore applied themfelves firft to Arijlides^ to defire, that 
he would interpofe with Paufanias^ in order to hinder him 
from behaving fo roughly ; but when Paufanias turned from 
him difdainfully, and faid he was not at leifure to hear him, 
they unanimoufly befought the Athenian commanders to take 
them under their prote&ion, promifing for the future to ac- 
knowledge Athens as the firft city of Greece. Arijlides upon 
this proportion told them, that he faw clearly not only the 
fitnefs, but the necefSty, of what they propofed ; but as he 
would never hazard either the fafety or honour of his country, 
by attempting to do what might not fucceed, fo he would 
never comply with their requeft, till by fome public ad they 
put their fincerity out of queftion, and fixed the concur- 
rence of all the troops beyond a poflibility of retracting. Up- 
on this JJliades the Samian^nd Antagoras of Chios y having a- 
greed together, ran foul of Paufanias's galley as fhe rode at 
the head of the fleet before Byzantium y and upon his thrcat- 
ning to make them know they had not affronted him, but 
his country, they not only flighted his menaces, but alfo told 
him in anfwer, that the heft thing he could do was to retire 
and thank fortune for her favours at Plataa y for that nothing 
but the regard they had for that great aftion rcftrained the 
Greeks from refenting and revenging the ill treatment they 
had received at his hands. Thus the Lacedemonians loft that 
pre-eminence which they had hitherto maintained, and the 
fupreme command was transferred to the Athenians d. 
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Ariftides The conduit of Ariftides derived yet greater honour and 
taxes all advantage to his country ; the ftates of Greece law very clear- 
Greece by jjj^ j t was neceflary for them to be always on their 
common g uar( j ag a j n ft t h e Perjians, and they had already learned, that 
i&nfent. war vm not to (, e ma( j e w ith 0 ut money ; they therefore in- 
ferred, that a {landing fund would be convenient for th© 
maintenance of that force which it behoved them to keep on 
foot ; but then the fettling the proportions of this fund, ac- 
cording to the abilities of the feveral ftates, feemed to be a 
difficult thing. Under this dilemma all Greece caft her eyes 
on Ariftides j they demanded him of the Athenians as the on- 
ly perfon who could be intrufted with fuch a plenitude of 
power. He executed his commiflion in fuch a manner, that 
his taxation was unanimoufly ftiled, The happy lot of Greece^ 
all its ftates being perfectly well fatisfied with the Aims he 
allotted them to pay. The grofs account of this tax was 
four hundred and fixty talents. When he had finifhed this 
bufinefs, he obliged all the people of Greece to fwearto the 
obfervation of all the articles of their grand alliance, himfelf 
taking the oath in the name of the Athenians^ throwing at 
the fame time pieces of red-hot iron into the fea, when he 
pronounced curfes againft all fuch as fhould violate any ar- 
ticle of the alliance they fwore to. Afterwards indeed, 
when neceffity compelled the Athenians to a& a little againft 
the letter of that treaty, Ariftides adyifed them to transfer 
the curfes on him, adding that he would willingly bear the 
punifhments of their perjury, rather than behold them fall 
upon the ftate. Themiftocles faw with great concern the 
mighty honours heaped upon his rival, and, in order to leflen 
his reputation, he was pleafed to fay in a public aflembly, 
that the praifes beftowed on Ariftides were not praifes worthy 
of a man, but of a money-cheft, which fafely keeps what it 
depofited therein. But this did not avenge him of an obfer- 
vation which Ariftides had made on a former fpeech of his, 
wherein he declared, that he thought k the greateft excel- 
lency in a general to penetrate the dcfigns of his enemy ; to 
which Ariftides replied, that it was indeed a moft neceflary 
qualification, but that there was another equally illuftrious, 
which was to have clean hands ^ arid not he a Jlave t$ money. 
Thus when the Athenians were free from foreign wars, and 
from any contentions with their confederates, they were con- 
tinually employed in domeftic quarrels; the diflcnfions of 
eminent men were never failing to raifc difturbances among 
their fellow-citizens. An obfervation which we (hall content 

ouxfelvou with making here once for all, though the verifica- 
tion 
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tion thereof will occur to our readers in almoft every page of 

the Athenian hiftory c . 

The Lacedemonians, though at firft they made a femblance 
of fubmitting to the pleafure of the Greeks, who transferred Themifto- 
the pre-eminence with refpeft to maritime affairs from Spar* cles ba- 
ta to Athens, yet in a fliort time they began to look on this *ijhel A- 
as a mighty* diminution of their authority ; and they were thens, and 
the more concerned at it, becaufe it was reported among ^ ri ^ n *** 
them, that an oracle had bid them beware, that they enjoyed V^ Tetce * 
not half an empire ; yet their anger being moderated by the 
wifdom of fome of their citizens, they laid afide all thoughts 
of war, and the Athenians, who had provifionally built fome 
ftout gallies, reaped thereby fome advantage from their 
threatnings. There feems juft reafon to believe, that the 
Lacedemonians adted more politically in remaining at peace, 
than if they had taken arms ; for a little after they ac- 
cufed Themijlocles to his countrymen of having confpired 
with their general Paufanias to betray the caufe of Greece. 
When this matter came to a hearing, it did indeed appear, 
that Paufanias had difcovered his intrigues to Themijlocles ; 
but it appeared likewife, that Themijlocles did all in his power 
to perfuade him to let them fall, fo that he was acquitted of 
this accufation with honour. But the minds of the people 
being once ftirred againft him, as well to gratify their own 
private refentment as to make their court to the Spartans, 
there were enow found to calumniate Themijlocles. We 
have already Ihewn fome of the reafons which induced the 
people of Lacedemon to hate this great man, there remains 
yet one more which deferves the reader's notice, becaufe of 
ell others it exafperated them moft. A little after the battle 
of Plataa, it was propofed in the council of the Amphiclyons, 
or ftates-general of Greece, that all fuch cities as had not 
fought againft the Pcrftans fhould lofe their right of fending 
deputies to that aflembly. This Themijlocles oppofed, for he- 
forefaw, that if the cities of Thebes, Argot, and many other© 
Ihould lofe their right of fending reprcfentatives to this afieiri- 
bly, the Lacedemonians would rule all ; wherefore he repre- 
fented to the members th,er$ prefent, that there were ^ut one 
and thirty cities, and moft of them very fmall ones, which 
had concurred in the war againft the Per fans, and that if the 
deputies of thqfe only had feflion in their council, it would 
. undoubtedly come to pafs^ that this auguft fcnatc would be 

c Diodor, Sicwli ubi fupra. PLUTAR.cn, iei vita Ariflid. 
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entirely under the influence of two or three great cities, 

which would be at once difadvantageous and difhonourable 
to Greece. Thefe fuggeftions of his having deftroyed the 
Lacedemonian fcheme of empire, the chiefs of that city ever 
after befriended the rivals of Tl)emiJlocles, and fought to bring 
him into odium with the Athemans. Timocreon the Rhodian 9 
who was a famous poet in thofe times, wrote libels againft 
Thcmijiocles, and An ft ides and Cimon promoted exceedingly 
that fpirit of jealoufy which began to fpring up againft him. 
Themijlocles himfelf gave them a handle, by erecting near his 
own houfe a temple which he dedicated to Diana, the giver 
of the bejl council ; intimating, that himfelf had given the 
heft council both for the fafety of Athens and Greece. The 
end of thefe uifputes was, that the Athenians by the oftracifm 
banifhed ThcmiftocLs. The Lacedemonians, not fatisfied 
with this, accufcd him afrefh of having been concerned in 
Paufanias's confpiracy, which obliged that great man to fly 
from one place to another, and at laft to take fhelter in the 
court of Admetus king of the Molojfians ; but the Spartans 
fending ambaffadors thither to threaten that king with the 
Greeks making war upon him by a confederacy, he furnifb,ed 
c Ihemlftocles with money to make his efcape into AJia, where 
learning not only the Perftan manners, but the language al- 
io, he raifed himfelf to greater favour with Artaxerxes, than 
any of the native Perfians, fo that in time he bellowed on 
him a Perftan wife, a large eftate, and great privileges which 
defcended to his poflerity ; infomuch, that Plutarch affirms, 
that he knew one of them, whofe name was alfo The?niJio- 
elcs, who lived ixMagnefta in full poffeffion of them, above 
five hundred years after the ingratituJe of the Athenians fent 
this excellent perfon to receive his bread from Arrangers, and 
to make known to Perfia thofe virtues of which Greece was 
no longer worthy i (A). 

The 

f Corn. Nepos in vita Themift. Diodor. Sicul, Biblioth. 
lib. xi. c. 12. Plut. in vita Themift. 

(A) As far as the affairs of The?niftochs were mingled with thofe 
of the ftate of Athens % we have followed his various fortunes in the 
text ; but now, when they are no longer connected, we think it 
necefLiy to throw together fomc memoirs of the latter part of 
this great man's life in a note, ft does not app ear, \ that Tbtmi- 
Jlocles when banifhed had any defign either to revenge himfelf on 
Athens, or to take refuge in the court of the king of Perfia. The 
Greeks themfelves forced him upon this, or rather the Lacedemo- 
nians ; 
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The popular party in Athens carried all things before 
them, after Themijlocles was baniflied 5 and fuch a number of 

falfe 

mans 1 for as by their intrigues his countrymen were induced to 
banifh him, fo by their procurement, after he waa baniftied, he was 
never fuffered to remain in quiet, let him take refuge where he 
would * His journey into Perfa, if we may believe Plutarch, was 
very dangerous ; the great king having promifed by proclamation 
two hundred talents for apprehending him. Nicogenes the JEolian 
found means to convey him to court in fafety ; for, having put him 
into a clofe litter, he caufed the fervants who attended him to 
give out that they carried a young Grecian lady out of Ionia to a 
nobleman attending on the king's perfon ; thus he arrived fafely 
at the court of Artaxerxes, where he addreffed himfclf to Artaha- 
nus, and informed him, that he was a Grecian, who defired to be 
admitted to an audience of the king, which Artabanus having pro- 
mifed, demanded whom they fhould fay he was ; for you feem, 
fa id he, to be no ordinary perfon. Themijlocles anfwered, no man 
muft be informed of this before the king himfelf. When admit- 
ted to the royal prefence, and commanded to declare who he 
was, he fpoke thus : " I am Themijlocles the Athenian banifhed 
and persecuted by the Greeks ; I fly to thee for refuge, mighcy 
monarch : The evils I have done to the Perjians are eafily to 
be forgiven, in confideration of the many atchievements per- 
formed for them when I hindered the Grecians from purfuing the 
" hledes after the fatal battles of Salamis and Plataa ; when 
" having freed my country, and placed the Greeks in fafety, my 
" ambition led me on to greater enterprizes ; in which being fuc- 
" cefsful, I gratified the far-extended Perfian empire, and per- 
" formed fervices acceptable to the greateft prince on earth: Since 
M which all things having confpired to augment my prefent cala- 
mities, fuitable to fuch a condition, I come hither hoping to re- 
ceive mercy from a gracious reconciled emperor, who hath laid 
afide his anger, and is no longer mindful of former evils ; hum- 
bly imploring you, that taking the Greeks for witnefles of the 
fervices I have done for Perjia, you will make ufe of this occafion 
" to (hew the world the noblenefs of your virtue, rather than the 
greatnefs of your refentment. Hereby you will preferve an 
humble fuppliant \ if otherwife, you deftroy a fervant of the 
Perjians, and a public enemy of the Greeks" Thucydides (77) 
mentions a letter fent by Themiftocles to Artaxerxes, differing very 

little from this fpeech, attributed to him by Plutarch. Cornelius 
Nepos hath copied this letter from Thucydides ; and all agree, that 
the Perfian monarch received him with great kindnefs. Plutarch 
fays, that v he was fo well pleafed with him, that he cried out 
thrice, the night of his audience, in his flecp, I have Thcmiltoclcs 
the Athenian (78). The next morning the king fent for him a- 

(77) Dt Bello Pelop. lib. I (7S) Pint in vita Thmift. 
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falle witnefles arofe, that thofe who were moft concerned in 
that affair were in danger of repenting of it. Arljiides alone, 

when 



gain, and as foon as the firft compliments were over, faid, / am in 

your debt two hundred talents 9 fbr fo much I promifed to him who 
brought Themiftocles ; he likewife promifed him far greater fa- 
vours, and defired he would fpeak his mind freely of the affairs of 
Greece, Themiftocles anfwered by his interpreter, That difcourfe, 
like a Perfian carpet, had in it a variety of figures f which never ap- 
peared to advantage, but when it was thoroughly unfolded y a?:d was 
fcarce to be apprehended when wrapt together in the piece ; he there- 
fore defired that he might have time to learn the Perfian language, 
which would enable him to difclofe his own ideas without the help 
of another. This anfwer of Themiftocles is a noble proof of his ex- 
tenfive genius, It was entirely in the oriental tafte, the fentiment 
great, and the figure expreffive ; he delivered himfelf like a native 
Perfian the very firft day that he appeared in the court of Perfia ; 
the king readily granted him a year for the purpofe he intended. 
At the end of that fpace he appeared frequently at court, Tbemi- 
Jfocles being in a fhort time fo great a favourite, that it became af- 
terwards a proverb, and the Perfian kings were wont to promife 
any Greek whom they fought to bring over to their intereft, that he 
fhould live with them as Themiftocles did with Artaxerxes. He was 
alfo in high favour with the queen-mother, became a convert to the 
Perfian religion, and was inftrufted therein by the magi. He had 
three cities bellowed upon him, which, altcpding to their fituation, 
the king of Perfia faid in pleafantry, that they fhould ferve to 
provide him breads wine, and meat ; thefe cities were Magnefta, 
Myon, and Lampfacus ; the firft brought him in a yearly revenue 
of fifty talents, and the Iaft had in its neighbourhood the nobleft 
vineyards in the eaft. Themiftocles fixed his refidence at Magnefta, 
where he lived with all the fplendor of a Perfian grandee, info- 
much, that he faid one day at table to his children, We had been 
undone, my little ones, if we bad not been undone. He was fo far 
from exprefling any hatred againft his ungrateful country, that Plu- 
tarch affures us the tendernefs he retained for it had like to have 
coft him his life ; for feeing at Sardis a brazen ftatue of a virgin 
which he had fet up in Athens, when he was furveyor of the aque- 
ducts, he attempted to perfuade the governor of Lydia to fend it 
back to Athens ; who, far from giving into his opinion, fell into 
a great paffion, and threatened to inform the emperor, fo that 
Themiftocles, in order to extricate himfelf from danger, was forced 
to make large prefents to his women. Authors differ exceedingly 
as to the manner in which this noble Athenian died. Plutarch fays, 
that being preffed by the king of Perfia to undertake an expedi- 
tion againft Greece, he made a folcmn facrifice, at which having 
kindly entertained his friends, he drank a porringer of bull's 

blood, and fo put an ejid to his Ufa. Thucydides 9 who was cotem- 

porary 
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when things canje to extremity, fhewed himfelf more a friend 
to virtue, than an enemy to Themi/locles ; he refufed to join 
with Alcmaon and Clmon in profecuting him capitally, and was 
fo far from infulting him in his misfortunes, that he fpoke of 
him with greater refpeft than ever. The war with Perjla was 
notjyet let fall ; the Greeks found that great advantage accrued 
to them from carrying it on, efpecially the Athenians, who, 
by means of their great force at fea, were continually en- 
riching themfelves at the expence of fome or other of the 
Per/tan emperor's fubjedts. They therefore devifed various 
reafons for fending fleets to fea, though the real intent was to 
aggrandize and enrich themfelves, by the fkill and valour of 
their troops and their commanders. With this view, in the 
latter end of the feventy feventh olympiad, they equipped a 
navy for the relief of fuch of the Grecian cities in AJia as 
were under fubje&ion to the greax king. This expedition 
was pleafing to the, Athenians, and no lefs grateful to the 
Greeks in general, fince it feemed to be for the advantage of 
others, though they had in truth no lefs regard to their 
own g . 

Cimon, the fon of Miltiades by the daughter of the king Cimon 

of Thrace, was unanimoully chofen admiral and commander eftabl/Jhes 

in chief on this occafion : He will make a great figure in the Athe- 

the fucceeding part of this hiftory, and therefore it is necef- tnaxigreat^ 

nefs. 

g Diodor* Siqui.. ubi fupra. 
porary with Themi/locles, fpeaks very doubtfully of this bufinefe ; 

He died, fays he, of a diftemper, but fame report that he poifaned him- 
felf, feeing it impoffible to accomplijh what he had promifed the king. 

He was fixty fix years old at his death ; he was honoured with a 
ftately tomb at Magnefia, but his bones, by his own command, 
were privately carried back into Attica and buried there. Some 
fay, that the Athenians, repenting afterwards of their ill ufage of 
this great man, honoured him with a tomb in the Piraus. And 
Plutarch in fupport of this quotes the following verfes from Plato 
the comedian : 

Thy tomb is juftly rais'd upon the flrand, 
Where from all parts admiring ftrangers land ; 
In that fair port by thy great genius made 
The feat of empire, liberty, and trade : 
So that thy'aflies on this famous fhore, 

Both fea and land may honour and adore (79). 

(79) Pint* ubi fupra,, Thncjdjd. ubi fupra . Corn. Nefos in vita 

Tiemift. 

fary, 
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fary, that we fliould give the reader his chara&er here. 
Cimon's abilities were fair and folid, yet lefs fo than his vir- 
tues ; his father had diftinguifhed himfelf by the firmnefs of 
his courage, Thani/locles by the ftrength of his judgment, 
Arijlides by his probity, Chnon was equal to them all ; his 
diftinguiftiing perfection was an opennefs of temper, which 
made him above deceiving, the only ftain on Themijiocles 's 
character ; and an inflexible honefty, which raifed his reputa- 
tion above his father's. It was this Chnon whom the merci- 
ful Athenians put in chains for his father's fine, and for whofe 
releafe his filter gave up her charms to Callias, remarkable 
only for being at the fame time worthlefs, and worth money. 
In his youth Cimon did not promife much, he was little in- 
clined to learning, which in an Athenian vrzs a ftrange thing; 
he was much addicted to magnificence and the love of women, 
which werealfo thought blemifhes in a young nobleman like 
him ; but of a fudden he gave his citizens to underftand, that 
the greatcft virtues are not the fooneft feen ; for when, on 
the firft news of the Perjian invafton, Themijiocles advifed the 
Athenians to quit their city, and go on board their - gallies, 
and was thereupon univerfally decried ; Cimon went imme- 
diately to the temple of Minerva, and offered up a bridle, to 
fignify that horfemcn wore no longer of ufe, but that they 
ought to trufl to their fhips ; after which he went chearfully 
about taking down his goods, and carried them on board the 
fleet. Arijlides, obferving the integrity of this young man* 
took great care to train him up to bufinefs, that his candour 
might balance the craft of Tliemijhcles , in which he fucceeded 
very happily ; for Cimon only of all the Athenian generals 
was always beloved, and never fufpected h . In this expedi- 
tion he took the city of Eton from the Perfians, but with 
little advantage to the Athenians, becaufe Butes, who com- 
manded in that city for the Perjian king, fet fire to the place, 
and burnt himfelf, his garifon, and all the riches that were 
therein ; however, Cimon fettled colonies in that neighbour- 
hood after revencrinjr himfelf on the Thracians, who had af- 
fiftcd the Per fiam in Ionia with proviflons. He afterwards 
reduced the ill and of Scyros, from whence he brought the 
bones of Thefeus, which were honourably interred at Athens 
(Bj. After this he returned to Athens, and having increafed 

his 

fcPjLCT. in vie. Cimonis. Corn.Nepos, invit. ejufd. 

(B) This note hath the fame fubjeft with the laft ; we are to 
fpeak of (J19 liQnours paid by the Athenians to the allies of a great 

f man, 
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his fleet to three hundred fail, he fleered for the coaft of Year of 




don^ their land army, which was very numerous, being en- 
camped not far off. Cimon, though the fleet- was much 7>^vj 
ftronger than his, attacked it, and after a very obftinate en- 
gagement, gained a complete victory, taking one hundred 
ihips, their crews abandoning them to feek refuge on fhore. 
Unfatisfied with this, he debarked his forces, and attacked 
their land army ; the Perficms fought better than ever they 
had done, and yet after a very long and bloody battle the 
Athenians prevailed, and not only routed the Perfians, but 
poflefled thcmfelves of their camp with all the riches contain- 
ed therein ; thus in one day he gained two important victo- 
ries, one at fea, the other at land, equal to thofe of Salamis 
and Plataa l . Plutarch fays, that he afterwards made him- 

1 DioDon. Sicul. ubi fupra. Plutarch, ubi fupra. 

man, whom they treated i!l while living, and fent to beg his bread ; 
this was no lefs a perfon than The/em, to whom in a great mea- 
sure they owed their being a people. The oracle, in the latter 
end of the feven.y fifth, or beginning of the feventy fixth o'ympiad, 
commanded the Athenians to bring home the alhes of this prince. 
When therefore Clmon made himfeif maflcr of the ids of Scyros, he 
fought with great diligence for the tomb of The feus ; but being 
able to find no fuch thing, he inquired of the people of the iiland, 
who either could not or would not give him any intelligence ; ac 
Jaft obferving an eagle upon a rifing ground pecking ic with her 
bill, and tearing up the earth with her talons, ic came into his 
head to dig there. This being done, there was found a coffin of a 
man of more than ordinary fize, the brazen head of a lance, and 
a fword lying by him, all which he took on board his galley, and 
brought them with him to Athens. The Athenians , tranfportcd 
with joy, went out to meet and receive the reiiqucs of this great 
man wiiji all the pomp imaginable. They interred them in the 
middle of the city, and made his tomb an afylum or (ancillary for 
{laves and people of mean condition, who fled from the perfection, 
of men in power, becaufe in His life-time he had been a pro rector 
of the dirtrcfied, and above all things delighted in doing the injur- 
ed juftice. They likewife facrificcd folemniy to him on the Sin of 
Ofiober, becaufe he was reported to have returned from his Cretan 
expedition on that day. Thus the Athenians, who injured Thefcus 
Jiving, revered him dead (So) f 
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felf matter of eighty Phoenician veflels which lay in a port of 
Cyprus, and were intended to ftrengthen that navy which Ci- 
mon had deftroyed. However it was, he gained fuch an 
immenfe booty, that the Athenians were enabled thereby to 
build the fou th wall of the citadel, and to lay the foundation 
of thofe far extended walls which united the port to the city, 
and which being built in a moorifh ground, they were firft of 
all forced to fink Great floncs, that thev mi^ht have whereon 
toereft afi.pcrftnjilure, hefides various other things for the 
accommodation of the citizens, and befides what Cimon him- 
fclf i\l out of his proportion of the fpoils, which were very 
great ; for he adorned the forum with palm-trees, and beauti- 
fied the academy with delightful walks and pleafant fountains. 
The wealth of Cimon, as it enabled him to do many things 
for the public, foitlikewife put it in his power to live in his 
private capacity with that magnificence which he fo much 
affjetod ; he therefore demoiiihed the inclofures about his 
grounds and gardens, and permitted every body to enter and 
take what fruits they pleafed ; he likewifekept an open table, 
where not only the rich found delicacies, but the pooreft 
Athenians eat of them freely. When he went abroad he was 
conftantly attended by a train of young gentlemen extremely 
well dreffed, and whofe pockets were well furnifhed with 
money. But if by chance he met any antient citizen in a 
tattered fuit, he made fome of his domeftics change cloaths 
with him ; or if the quality of the perfon rendered that kind- 
nefs unfuitable, he took a fum of money from one of his 
attendants, and conveyed it into the pocket of the diftrefled 
perfon privately. Thus, as one of the antients faid of him 
very julily, he gained riches that he might ufe them, and 
ufed them fo as to get credit. Yet he was far from doing 
thefe things from a defire of becoming popular ; on the con- 
trary he fuled always with the nobility, and oppofed openly 
fuch as fought to make their court to the people, by putting 
all things into their power. 'J he riches, which his victories 
poured into Athens, brought along with them their conftant 
.-ndant corruption $ but though the tide was ftrong, yet 
/'r:j:ltUi in the midftof a voluntary poverty, and Cimon who 
lived with the greateit magnificence, efcaped it, and were 
never taxed with partiality, or being under the influence of 

Hi r 1 • ■> • • 1'. 
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'i nr. affairs of Athens were now in fuch a profperous condi- 
tion, ihai they v.ould not f ,;lcr anything to be tranfactod to 
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their prejudice without revenging it. The Perfiam having 
invaded the Chcrfoncfus, and by the help of the Thra elans 
made themfelves entirely matters of it, Cimon was fcr.t liu- 
ther in a great hurry; he hud with hiir but four fhlp., fo 
that the Bai'barians and thejr allies looked upon th^ t s a very 
rafh attempt; however, Cimon^ falling upon them iaddenly, 
took thirteen of their gallics, and r.ftcrwarld reduced all 
Cherfonefus under the Athenia:: power ; after which he went 
againft the Thafans^ who revolting from the Athenians, had 
made themfelves matters of the gold mines, which lie between 
the rivers Nyjfus and Strymcn^ which tempted the Athenians 
to fall upon them. But before we enter into the event of 
this war, it may not be ami ft to obferve, that Cimon put the 
Athenians into a method of becoming irrefutable at fea, and 
of faving their neighbours, not at their own expence, but at 
the expence of thofe they awed. It was thus : Many of the 
Greek ftates, who, by the treaty concluded with Ariflides^ 
were bound to furni/h men and gallies, as well as to pay the 
tax for their fupport, when they faw themfelves out of dan- 
ger from the Barbarians^ were very unwilling to furnifh their 
quota of men and (hips ; this mo ft of the Athenian generals 
difliking, would have compelled them by high fines to reme- 
dy ; but Cimon took a contrary courfe, he permitted fuch as 
were defirous of flavin?; at home to remain there, and took a, 
certain fum in lieu of a galley completely manned. By this 
means he inured the Athenian:, whom he took on board his 
gallies, both to hardfiiip and difcipline, while the allies, who 
chofe to excufe themfelves in tin's manner, were enervated 
thro' idlenets, and fo from confederates dwindled by degrees 
into tributaries, and almoft flaves. The people of Thafus 
perceiving this, thought to have fhaken off the Athenian 
yoke ; but Cimon proved too many for them, though the 
Thaftans behaved very bravely ; for having fir ft fuftained a 
great tols at fea, they afterwards fhut themfelves up in 
their city, and made a very obftinatc defence ; while in the 
mean time they fent priv; h x\y to the Lacedemonians, and en- 
deavoured to llir them up to make war with the Athenians ; 
but their affairs not permitting them to comply with their re- 
queft, the Thaftans were obliged at la ft tofubmit ; and fo the 
goldmines, about which this war was commenced, fell into 
the power of the Athenians, who lent a great colony to A.u- 
fhipolis a city of Thraee, which for a time made a great fi- 
gure, but afterwards attempting to penetrate into the country 
of the Edottcsj a great part of them were deflroyed. In thr; 

laft year of the fcvcjity feventh olympiad, the Lacedemonians 

R 2 iinuing 
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finding themfelves extremely vexed by their Ileloics, who had 
revolted from them, and were fupported by the MeJJenians 
and fome other of their neighbours, fent to demand aid from 
Athens, which produced very great difputes there ; Ephialtes y 
a great orator, who was at the head of the popular party, 
oppofed the motion for fending, as the Spartans defired, an 
army to their affiftancc. Cimon, who favoured the nobility, 
and who was a great friend to the Lacedemonians , by whole 
interell he had been fupported againft Thcmiftoeles, earncilly 
prefTed the Athenians to lav hold of this opportunity of (hew- 
ing their virtue and magnanimitv, by fuccoui ing their com- 
panion, who was the other eye of Greece. Epbialtes fought 
^ to bring the people into his opinion, by (hewing that Sparta 
had always been, and from the nature of her confluution 
would always be an enemy to Aliens, end therefore oughtjnot 
to be fuccourcd now when the enemies her pride had excited 
were about to lay her low. The Athenians, however, lif- 
tened rather to Cimon than to his adveifary, and full of a 
generous concern for Greece, fent that fortunate general at 
the head of a great army to the aSIltance of Lacedemon, which 
fcrvice he very willingly performed, and returned from 
thence with great honour ; fome time after, the Lacedemo- 
nians^ being engaged in the ficge of Iihomc, fent again to the 
Athenians for fuccour, and were again relieved, Cimon 
marching with a numerous body of troops to their afiiftance ; 
but the Spartans, finding that their other confederates had 
fent troops fufficicnt to enable them to make an end of the 
war fucccfsfully, difinifled the Athenian fuccours, as being 
cither arraid of them, or caring lead to be oMigcd by them. 
This grievoufly offended the people of Athens, who thence- 
forward nr.t only hated the Lacedemonians, but all of their 
own citizens, who were reputed to be friends to that ftatc 
The Athe- The Athenians en^ijeJ themfelves in two new wars, 
uvms make one againft the inhabitants of /Egina, who, having been al-_ 
nvar on ways free, bore very ill thofe aits of fbvereignty which the 
-^E^inn, Athenians excicifcd over them, as well as the rdt of their 

and fend a a j|; cs . t j )C f c )n j wajJ aga ; Jlft tht . &rcat ;j n „ j n Egypt, which 

yf v tHt ° irow rc y;- Iu '^ iVum him, and fct up one harm for king. The 
P c ' fleet wl.ii !i tiic Athenians fent hither p-i formed wonders ; for 

they enihlul the Egyptians to lot the Per/la ns in the field, 
and to ful-duc two dilhjch of ihc-sc^t uty of Memphis ; but 
the l! i:d which \v. :; , billed the white, they could not reduce, 
the /Y j who letieatcd ihithcr, having tarried with them, 

m "Dinno-. Sn-i. ubi lepra. Plutarch, in vie. Cimon. 
Co 1 v. ISrroiiri cjuld.'i uvcyd. Jib. i. 
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a vaft quantity of provifions and ammunition, which enabled 
them to hold out a fiege of three years ; but this affair 
being already exaflly related in our account of the Perjian 
monarchy, we need fay no more of it here, than that it end- 
ed not much to the credit or advantage of the Athenians m . 

Their great bufinefs abroad did not fo much take up the ^ tafe °f 
time of the people of Athens, but that they continued as 
much divided as ever at home ; the popular party were con- ™J* S at ~ 
tinur.lly making efforts againft thofe fmall remains of power ^ ^ m 
which were yet in the hands of the nobility ; they had at their 
head two very great and famous men, Pericles and Ephial- 
tes ; the former of thefc was the fon of Xanthippus, the fa- 
mous Athenian captain who won the battle of Mycalc, by A- 
garijie the niece of the celebrated CHjlhcncs, who had fo 
great a hand in expelling the Pififtraiida* He ftudied un- 
der Damon and Anaxagoras ; from the former he learned po- 
litics, though he pretended to teach him mufic, and from the 
latter natural philofophy and die art of fpeaking. He had pro- 
digious talents, and above all an eloquence fuperior to that of 
any of his cotemporaries ; but he was obliged to conceal 
thefe Ihining qualifications, becaufe the Athenians had taken 
it in their heads that he rcfembled Pifijiratus very much in 
his fr.ee, and Aill more in his eloquence, which was fo ner- 
vous and elevated, that it procured him afterwards the fur- 
name of (jlympius* Notwithstanding therefore that he was 
of a great family, had a good eftate, and many relations who 
filled the firit ports in the commonwealth, yet he not only 
declined (landing for public employments, but even fpeaking 
or appeariug in public, that he might not draw upon himfclf 
the envy of the great, or become formidable to the people. 
But when Ariftldes was dead, Themiftocles in banifhment, and 
Canon* generally fpeaking, cmp'oyed in foreign affairs, Peri- 
cles began to apply himfclf ftridtly to public bufinefs, but in a 
manner very different from that in which hitherto the great 
men of Athens had acted ; for, in (lead of courting the rich 
and the great, he applied himfclf wholly to the lower fort of 
people, notwithstanding that it was contrary to his natural 
difpoiition, which by no means inclined him to a plaufible 
infmuating behaviour. The reafon was, that there appeared 
jio other method than this, by which he could poflibly attain 
to that eminence and fuperiority which he affedled. Ci?non> 
by the greatnefs of his birth, the luftre of his a&ions, and 
the largencfs of his eftate, had placed himfclf at the head of 
the nobility, and was by them confidered as their chief, being 

* Uaivcrfal Hiltory, Vol V. p. 15. 

revered 
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revered for his magnanimity, as he was beloved for his gene- 
rofity and condefcenfion. The multitude therefore were the 
fole refource of Pericles^ who, as he was a great and deep 
politician, forefaw exactly the dangers he muft be expofed to 
in confequence of his making court to them. To avoid thefe, 
he "praftifed a behaviour equally fingular and extraordinary; 
he left ofF all company, he neither received or paid vifits, and 
but once in all his adminiftration was prefent at a feaft, and 
then he went away early. When he went abroad, it was 
cither to the Prytcncum or ajfcrnbly ; he preferved an unfhak- 
en gravity in his look, his gcitures, and his fpcech, and al- 
ways prayed, before he delivered an oration, that nothing 
might flip from him difp leafing to the people. With all thefe 
abilities he perceived it impracticable to carry his point, unlefs 
he could be as liberal isCi/non, to whom though his will was 
equal, yet his fortune fell fhort ; but he overcame this diffi- 
culty by making bold with the public money, and doing what 
all artful politicians have dene fincc, obliging the people at 
their own expence. He encreafed the falaries given to fuch 
of the Athenian citizens as fat in courts or juftice, the mo- 
ney given to the poorer citizens for attending at aflemblies, 
and to enable them to pay for feats in the theatres n (C). 

Inasmuch 

c Plutarch, in vit. Pencils. 

[O The render might be juft!y offended, if we had fuffered A- 
rijiida* fubicquent fortunes to have (lipped without notice. We 
have already maiked his public character, his notions of govern- 
ment, and the (hare he had, like the rel* c; the great men of A- 
thens, in the favour and in the hate of his countrymen; In this 
note therefore we will draw together fuch feat te red pafTagesin rela- 
tion to tliis great man, as thecourfcof the hiilory did not permit 
ks to take notice of in the te.\*c. Plutarch tt-lls us, that one Arijlo, 
an hiftorian of Cb;o* $ or, as M. D cider will have it, of Ceos> faid, 
that the contention between Ari/lides Tbemiflocles took rife from 
their being both enamoured of St efih us of the ifland of Ccos, the 
moll beautiful youth of his time ; in which if there be any truth, 
it is an incontcftablc argument, that the morality of the Greeks 
was far from being pure or perfect, fince Ariftides, who valued 
himfelf fo much on his probity, could peifill in fo bafc and unna- 
tural a vice. What a high cilcem all his co temporaries had of the 
rigid virtue of Ariflides, is better known to us from an accident, 
than frcm all the laboured panegyrics of the wrircrs of hiftory. It 
happened, that Ariftides was prefent the firft time that JS/e by lu? s 
tragedy was played, which has this title, The fiege of Thebes ly 
the /even captains. A courier being therein introduced^ relating to 
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Inasmuch as Pericles never pretended to any of the great 
offices of the commonwealth, he could not of confequence 

be 

Ei codes the names and qualities of thofe that commanded, thusde- 
fcribes the genius and temper of Ampbiarans. 
He aims at real worth without the fliow, 
Reaping thofe fruits which in his rich mind grow ; 
Whence fage advice and noble actions flow. 
As foon as thefe words were out of the actor's mouth, the whole 
audience turned their eyes upon Ariftides, to fhew that in their opini- 
on this was his character alfo. He was appointed treafurer of Athens, 
and executed that office with great integrity ; hut inaimuch as he 
had expofed fome of Tbemi ; fi x ocles } s frauds, that artful politician accu- 
fed him of mifapplying public money, and though nothing was falf- 
er than this charge, got him condemned. But, the court of Are- 
opagus interpofing, his fine was remitted, and he chofen treafurer 
for the next year, when hefuffered all the collectors and under-of- 
ficers to act as they thought fit ; who thereupon extolled him to the 
ikies, and, when the end of the year came, would have perfuaded 
the people to choofe him a third time, when Aridities rifing up, 
addrefTed himfelf to the afTembly in thefe words : " When I dif- 
** charged my office with care, and managed your treafure faith- 
" fully and like an honeft man, I was reviled and evil-fpoken of ; 
" but now when I have taken no care at all, but left it to the dif- 
66 cretion of thefe public robbers, I am, it feems, an admirable 
" treafurer, and a moll: excellent patriot; I therefore declare to 
" you, that I am more afhamed of the honour done to me this 
«' day, than of the fentence parted upon me lafl year ; and with 
** indignation and concern I fee, it is more meritorious with you 
" to oblige ill men, than to defer ve well of the commonwealth". 
. The day before the battle of Plataa, a confpiracy being difcover- 
ed among the Athenians to introduce a democracy, Ariftides, who 
commanded, would not fuffer it to be looked minutely into, for 
fear itfhould occafion fome fedition in the camp; but contented 
himfelf with telling fuch as were fufpected, that the battle would 
be the tribunal in which they might jullify thcmfelves, and 
fliew how much they were friends to their country. It is cer- 
tain, that in this battle Arijlides proved himfelf to be as great 
a general as he was a ftatei man, and gave as noble teftimonies of 
his valour as he had ever done of prudence and jullice ; lie lived bu& 
four years after Tbcmijiocles was banilhed, and not with fianding he 
had exercifed the greaielt offices in the common-wealth, yet he was 
fo poor that he was unable to make a figure himfelf, or to leave any 
thing to his children, except the honour of being defcended from 
fuch a father, which procured them a maintenance from the public ; 
we will inllancc but one thing more in relation to Arijlides, which 
refpects at once his poverty and virtue, and fo conclude. Hiscou- 
fin Callias the torch- bearer being under a profecution, the orator who 

fpoktt againil him obferved, that though he was imrnenfcJy rich, 




The Hifiory of the Athenians. Book I. 



bechofen a member of the court of Areopagus ; whence it 
came to paii, that he diitafted their authority, bccaufe he 
knew the^ could not be well-pleafed with his endeavouring to 
transfer? 11 things to the general ailembly, where by dint of 
his eloquence he governed all. But fearing to draw upon 
himfelf the difplcaiure cf the moft venerable council among 
the Athenians i he encouraged Ephialtes his intimate friend to 
ftirup the people againft the Arcopagites, and to make them 
believe, that this tribunal was the grcateit curb upon them, 
and the only bar t:) that cxtenfive liberty, which their friends 
wifhed to pur into the hands of the commons of Athens ; thus 
with great policy he laid the foundation of his own grcatnefs 
in that of the people, but at the expence of the antientcon- 
ftitution, and of the fafcty of the ftate, as the courfc of this 
hiftory will fhew o. 

When tilings were in this fituation, it was thought expe- 
dient by the popular party to attempt the deftrudiion of Cimon. 
In order to this, a profecution was commenced againft him 
for treafon againft the ftate 5 this trealbn was pietended to 
confift in receiving prefents or other gratifications from the 
Macedonians , whereby he was prevailed on to let flip the ma- 
nifeft opportunity he had to inlarge his conquefts, after he 
had taken from the Perftans the golden mines in Thrace. Ci- 
mon made a defence fuitable to his character, he faid, that 
he had profecuted to the utmoft of his power the war a- 
gainft the Thracians, and other enemies to the ftate of Athens ; 
but that it was true, he had not made any inroads into Mace- 
donia^ becaufe he did not conceive that he was to aft as a 
public enemy to mankind, and bccaufe he was ftruck with 
refpect for a nation modeft in their carriage, juft in their 

0 Plutarch, ubifupra. & in vit. Cimonis. Diodor. Sxcjl. 
lib. xi. 

he fuffered his coufin Ariftides to labour under the dee pert neceffity. 
Caliias perceiving that this made more impreffion on hi. judges than 
the crime for which he was accufed, fa mm on ed Ar if ides, who 
owned, that Caliias had often preffed him to accept money, and 
that he had as often anfwerol, It Letter becomes Arillides to make a 
Jieiv of his fovcity, than Caliias of his tveu/th ; for many people 
make a baduf: of their riJ:es % wtercas there is fcarce one to he found 
nvho bears poverty ivith an equal mind. He died in the fecond year 

of the LXXV'Ilhh olympiad, 467 years before Chrift (81). 

Vim arch, inuit. /Irifid. Com. Kepos. in <vit. ejufdem. Po~ 

lyan* Stratag. lib, i. Jnji. lib. ii. c. 15. oencc. dc Benrjic, 
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dealings, andftridtly honourable in their behaviour towards him 
and the Athenians ; that if his countrymen looked upon this 
as a crime, he muft abide their judgment, but could never he 
brought to think that his conduit was ami fs. Elpinice his 
fifter engaged herfeif warmly in his behalf, foiiciting all fueh 
as fhe thought might eiiher influence the people, or any other 
way either prejudice or benefit her brother amongft the reft 
flie addrelTed herfeif to Pericles, who was one of the pcrfons 
appointed by the people to accufe Cimon at his trial. Pericles 
heard all fhe had to fay patiently, and then anfwered with a 
fmile, You are a little too old, madam, to be employed in juch 
affairs as tbefe. Pericles was noted for gallantry, and in all pro- 
bability, he let fall this expreflion to take off all fufpicion that 
Elpinice had made any impreffion upon him ; for it was obfer- 
Ved, that when the trial came on, Pericles fpokc but once, 
and then not only treated Cimon with great refpeft, but 
touched the bufinefs of which he was accufed fo lightly, that he 
feemed to have no opinion of his guilt ; and when he had done 
fpeaking he withdrew ; the confequence of this was, that Ci* 
mon efcaped capital punifhmcnt, though he was banifhed by 
the oJlraciJ?n, which cured his rivals of envy, and took away 
all apprehenfions from the people p . 

The difpofition of the Athenians appearing now to be 
extremely favourable to thofe who inclined to the commons 
more than the nobility, Ephialtes took this opportunity to 
humble the court of Areopagus, which he did by a decree, 
whereby moft of the caufes which had been cognizable by 
them were transferred elfewhere \ and this the wife ft of the 
Athenians have looked upon as the firft ftep to their ruin, for 
it gave the people fuch a dangerous notion of liberty, as ren- 
dered them ever afterwards ungovernable ; however, Ephial- 
tes did not triumph long, for a little wink: afterwards i.e v.v* 
allaflinatcd in the flrects by Ari/hdicus a Tanagrum, as Arijlc.~ 
tie reports, induced thereto by the nobility, though Jilr./nen. s of 
Lampjacus, an author quoted by Plutarch, afcribeb his murder 
to Pericles, who, when he had ferved his purpofts, thoughm 
belt to have him out of the way 1. 

A war hreaking out between the Corintl ',a:s and Epidau- 
rians on the one fide, and the Athenians on the other, the for- 
mer weic twice routed by the latter ; alter wh'u h the //"'."./- 
a:is conceiving, th.it the inhabitants of sEyina had lome way 
or o.her been helpful to their enemies, flit LeoiraUs their 
admiral at the head of a gieat fleet to pimiih that IJIand, v. Inch 

p Pl'jt. in vit. Cim. & Peric. Corn. Nltos. 'iDiodor. 
Sicul. ubi fupra. Pjlu i . in v it. Periclis. 
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knew they could not be well^pleafed witihhis endeavouring to 
transfer all things to the general ^cmbly ^ by dixit at 

his eloquence he governed all. ButVfearing^ tov,drawJipbn 
himfeif the difpleafure of the moft^venefablej council Sixibhg 
the Athenians; -he encouraged Ephiaites hi* intimate : ffiehd to 
ftir up the people againif th^ 

believe, that this- tribunal; was tfie^&teft'. curb upon th£m, 
and the only bar to that extenfive^literiy, Ivhich ifiteir fri&ids 



lifted to put into the hjaRds of trite tbbimons of Athens ; thu^ 

with great policy Jhe/laid the foundation of his own greattiefs 

m that of the people, but at the expenceof theaptienteonr: 

ftitution, and of the iafety of the ftate, as the coutfe^of this 
hiftpryjwill fliewo; ' 



When things were in this fituation,. ifcwas thought expe- 
dient by the. popular party to attempt the dc&ru^pi^ff Cmmi 
In order to this, a profecution was commenced againfti,hint 
for treafon agaihft the ftate ;j this tr&foiv was pretended- to 
confift in receiving prefents or otfter i gratifications from the 
Macedonians y whereby he was prevailed 'on to let flip ^ maU 
nifeft opportunity he had , to Marg^;:^ 
had taken from the Per/sans the golden inines in Thrace, i Ci^ 
man made a defence fuitable to h^.cl^aer, he faid,„ . that 
lie had profecuted to the utodft ofl^ pow^r the w?r a-, 
gainft the Thrpcians* aiul qtljerene^^ 
but that it was tmc,v he l^n&ja^ 
donia 9 becaufevhe/did. not conceive ^hat he^v was t q a<a; as a 



public enemy to mankind, and becaufehe was ftruck with 
refpeftfor a natiofrmodeft in their carriage, juft in their 



0 Plutarch, ubifupra. & in vit. Cimoriis. Diodor. Sicul, 

lib. xi. f ; 

i 1 ' : 

he fuffered his coufin Jriftides to labour under thedeepeft necejEhr. 
g«//r<w perceiving th^t this ma|e more linprelfion on his fudges than 
the crinle for which lie' was accufedi •uiiiinioncd jMtdes, wfib 
owned, that Callias had oftfcn priffed him to accept Moneys arid 
that he had as often aiifwercd, It tetter becomes Ariftides 1 ;io make a 
Jhew of his poverty, than Callias of his wealth ; for many" people 
make a hadufe of their riches, whereas there is f car ce one to he found 
iv%o be ars,^ poverty with an equal mind/- He died in the fecond year 

of the LXXVIIIth olympiad, 467 years before Chrift (8i). 
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'dealings, andftri&Iy honourable in their behaviour towards him 
arid the Athenians j, that if his countrymen looked upon this 
as a crime, he iriuli abide their judgment * but could never be 
brought to think that his condufi: was amifs. Elpinice his 
lifter engaged herfelf warmly in his behalf, foliciting all fuch 
as (he thought might either influence the people, or any other 
Way either prejudice or benefit her brother ; amongft the reft 
lh"e addrefled herfelf to Pericles, who was one of the perfons 
appointed by the people to accufe Cimon at his trial. Pericles 
heard all Ihe had to fay patiently, and then anfwered with a 
fmile, You are a little too old, madam, to be employed in fucb 
affairs as thefe. Pericles was noted for gallantry, and in all pro- 
bability, he let fall this expreffion to take off all fufpicion that 
Elpinice had made any impreffion upon him ; for it was obfer- 
Ved, that when the trial came on, Pericles fpoke but once, 
and then not only treated Cimon with great refpeft, but 
touched the bufinefs of which he was accufed fo lightly, that he 
feemed to have no opinion of his guilt ; and when he had done 
fpeaking he withdrew $ the confequence of this was, that Ci+ 
mon efcaped capital punifhment, though he was banifhed by 
the ojlracifm, which cured his rivals of envy, and took away 
all apprehenfions from the people p . 

TrfE difpofition of the Athenians appearing now to be 
extremely favourable to thofe who inclined to the commons 
more than the nobility* Ephialtes took this opportunity to 
humble the court of Areopagus^ which he did by a decree, 
whereby moft of the caufes which had been cognizable by 
them were transferred elfewhere 5 and this the wifeft of the 
Athenians have looked upon as the firft ftep to their ruin, for 
it gave the people fuch a dangerous notion of liberty, as ren- 
dered them ever afterwards ungovernable ; however, Ephial- 
tes did not triumph long, for a little while afterwards he was 
aflaffinated in the flreets by Arijlodicus a Tanagrian, as Arijlo^ 
tie reports, induced thereto by the nobility, though Idomcnes of 
Lampfacus, an author quoted by Plutarch, afcribes his murder 
to Pericles, who, when he had ferved his purpofes, thought»t 
beft to have him out of the way ^. 

A war breaking out between the Corinthians and Epidau* 
rians on the one fide, and the Athenians on the other, the for- 
mer were twice routed by the latter ; after which the Atheni- 
ans conceiving, that the inhabitants of /Egina had fome way 
or other been helpful to their enemies, fent Leocrates their 
admiral at the head of a great fleet to pumfli that Ifland, which 

p Plut. invit. Cim. & Peric. Corn. N*pos. IDiodqu. 
Sicul. ubi fupra. Plut. in vie. Periclis. 
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had always been troublefome to the Athenians. The inhabi- 
tants of Mgina^ vainly trufting to their fkill in maritime af- 
fairs, ventured with a (mall fleet, made up for the moft fcart 
of new-built fhips, to hazard a battle with the Athenians^ in 
which, however, they fuffered dearly for their raihnefs, being 
totally defeated with the lofs of feventy flups, fo that they 
were conftrained to fubmit themfelves to the Athenians^ 
and to purchafe peace at the expence of honour and indeper 
dence x . 

The ftates of Peloponnefus, looking all with jealous eyes oh 
the growing gre^tnels of Athens^ watched every oppor- 
tunity of making war upon her, when flie was engaged fr* 
troublefome affairs, and feemed to be lefs able to refift them. 
On this account the Corinthians attacked the Megareans, 
whom they knew to be the allies of Athens^ while the Atheni- 
ans upon fome frefh provocation were laying fiege to JEgina ; 
but this warlike people, far from being frighted at the number 
of their enemies, fent Myronides their general, at the head of 
a confiderable army, to the afiiftance of their allies, without 
defifting in the mean time from any of their former enterpri- 
ses. Myronides behaved fo well, that after feveral engager 
merits the Corinthians were glad to return, fo that this attempt 
to check the Athenian power ferved, as many others had done, 
only to increafeit f. 

TfcAthe- The Lacedemonians having fent a^great army compofed of 
nians bea- their own troops and thofe of their allies to the affiftance of 
ten at Ta- the Dorians againft the Phoceans, the Athenians refolved to 
nagra. attack them in their return, having long wiflied for an oppor- 

th Fl d tuniCy of jreven S in g thofe infults whi « h the y had received, or 

awl w]lich they a PP rehended the y had received, from the Spartans. 

before ^ he Athenians therefore, drawing in the Argives and Thejfali- 

Chrift, t0 ^ e confederates with them, manned out a fleet of fifty 



fail, and with them approached the ifthmus, where they land- 
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,g:um home without encountering them. The Spartan army- 
commanded by Nicomedes confifted of eleven thoufand five 
hundred men ; he did not, however, haften raihly to a battle, 
but turned afide to Tanagra a city of Barotia, where fuch of 
the Athenians as inclined to an ariftocracy entered into fome 
oorrefpondence with him. But before their defigns ripened, 
the Athenian army marched with great expedition to Janagra, 
fp that a battle became inevitable. When the Athenians were 
lifpofing themfelves in battalia, Cimm prefented himfelf on a 



9 DVotbor? 8ic©x. lib,**, p. <Td.ib. 
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fudden completely armed, and went to take poft among the 
troops of his own tribe- But thofe of the popular fadtion, 
forgetting all refpeft to their country and minding nothing but 
their private refentments, raifed a great clamour, alledging, 
that he came with no other view than to put himfelf at the 
head of his own party in order to aflift the Lacedemonians ; 
they therefore infifted, that the general fliould not receive 
him, his time of banjfhment being not near expired ; and 
Cimon being informed of this, rather than make his country- 
men uneafy, voluntarily retired ; but before he withdrew, 
he addrefled himfelf to Eutbippus and the reft of his friends, 
who werie charged with being in a confpiracy with him, ear- 
neftly befeeching them to behave in fuch a manner as might 
wifie off the afperfion, and convince the Athenians* that they 
had not amongft them either braver or honefter men than Ci- 
mon iand his friends. Eutbippus and his companions made him 
no other anfwer than defiring him to leave them his armour., 
lince their generals would not permit him to ferve at their 
head, which accordingly he did •* the battle proved long and 
doubtful, for the Theffaltan horfe, deferring the Athenians ar. 
the beginning of the a&ion, added great weight to their ene- 
mies; however, the troops of Athens and their confederates 
fought obftinately, particularly the little body commanded by 
Eutbippus* which, drawing clofe together, and having Cimon's 
armour in the midft of them, charged amongft the thickeft of 

the enemy, and there bravely fighting were all flain. In the 
end, however, the Athenians were routed with a very great 
lofs. This unfortunate bufinefs was followed fhortly after by 
another unlucky accident ; a great convoy coming out of At- 
tica* the TbeffaKqm marched fuddenly in the night to attack 
it. The Athenian efcort, knowing nothing of what had hap- 
pened at the battle of Tanagra* received the Thejfalians a* 
friends. But they fuddenly falling upon them, the Athenian 
guard flood on their defence, and made a very gallant rcfift- 
ance, till at laft their own army came in to their aid, who 
quickly routed the Thejfalians with great flaughter ; yet theft 
in the end being fuftained by the Lacedemonians* the engage- 
ment became again doubtfuj, till at length both armies being 
iufficiently tired, and the night coming on, they made a drawn 
battle, and concluded a Ihort truce, that after fuch rude 
encounters both fides might have time to recruit their for- 
ces c . 

Thk Thebans* who on account of their having joined Xer» 
Set in his war againft Greece* had loft the government of Bate* 

'fiiOBOR* Sicvb. lib. xi p. 283. Plutarch, hi fit. Cimonis. 
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tla applied themfelves now to tjie Lacedemonians^ entreating 
them to affift their recovery of it, and promifing to be For 
ever their faithful allies againft the Athenians, The Spartans* 
conceiving this to be a very feafonable propofal, readily com- 
plied with it, and entered into a ftri£t league with the Thebans. 
By their affiftance Thebes was reftored to her antient luftre, 
rendered the head of Bceotia, and one of the firft cities in 
Greece. The Athenians , however, were fo much difpleafed at 
the conduct of the Spartans in this matter, that they refplved 
to fend an army into Bceotia to overturn all they had beeij 
doing. Myronides the fon of Callias was chofen general in 
this expedition, and he appointed a day certain when he would 
march againft the enemy \ when that day came ; many ythofc 
names were in the mufter-roli did not attend ; Myronidf** 
however, began his march, and when many perfu^ded him 
to wait a little, that fuch as had been negligent might have 
time to come in, he anfwercd roundly, that it did not become 
a general to wait for fuch people, fince it was to be doubted 
they would behave as ill towards the enemy as they did toward^ 
their friends ; Whereas the troops he had with him in theur 
early appearance in the fiefd had given fuch a teftimony of 
their courage as feemtd to promife victory. The Thebans and 
their allies, making up a numerous and well-difciplined army, 
marched without fcruple to meet Myronides and his handful 
pf Athenians ; but the event did not anfwer their expedition, 
for after a long andpbftinate engagement Myronides prevailed, 
gaining a glorious and complete viftory. It is indeed furprifing, 
as Diodorus Siculus long ago remarked, that antient authors 
have paflcd over follightly this yi&ory of the Athenians, which 
in fome fenfe was more glorious to them than either that of 
Marathon or Platara. In both thofe they fought againft Bar- 
barians, and were aflifted by their allies 5 in this they were 
clone, and yet triumphed over a fuperior army compofed of 
the brnveft of the Greeks. The firft ufe which the Athenian 
general made of his victory was to march to Tanagra y where 
tUe Athenians had been fo hardly dealt with a few months be- 
fore ; this city he took by ftorm, and, that he might make 
even the defeats of his country terrible, razed it to the ground. 
He next plundered all Bceotia^ beat an army which its inhabi- 
tants drew together, in order to force him to retreat, fell af- 
terwards upon the Locrians, then penetrated into The£aly y 
where having chaftifed the inhabitants for their treachery to 
the Athenians, he returned home laden with riches and glory u . 

M Di odor. Sicul. lib. xi. p. 285. Thuc yd. lib. i. 
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The next year Tolmides the Athenian admiral, piqued at 
the great aftions of Myronides, prompted the people to give 
him power to invade Laconia, z thing hitherto una ttempted ; 
that they might the more readily come into his project, ToU 
tnides aflced but for a thoufand men, which were readily grant- 
ed him ; but he, well knowing that this was too fmall a num- 
ber, found means to quadruple it without breaking the de- 
cree ; for pretending that he would choofe the tnoufond men 
out of the ftrongeft and braveft of the youths of Athens^ 
he privately folicited all fuch to give in their names, 
voluntarily, fuggefting, that it would be a ftain on their 
honours to be compelled by his choice ; and when he had 
thus drawn three thoufand to give in their names, he then 
chofe another thoufand by virtue of the decree, and with this 
body of four thoufand men on board his fleet, which confifted 
pf fifty fail of ftout gallies, he went on the expedition he had 
propounded. Arriving at Methon in Laconia, he took it, 
but the Spartans fending a fpeedy fuccour, he was forced to 
quit it. However, he had better fortune at Gythium, another 
fea-port belonging to the Lacedemonians, which he took and 
burnt, with all the Clipping and naval provifions that were 
therein ; he likewife wafted all the country in its neighbour- 
hood, after which he failed for Zacynthus, which he reduced 
together with all the cities in its neighbourhood. He then 
failed over to Naupaftus, which he took by compofition, and 
,having eje&ed the Lacedemonians, fettled there a colony of 
Mejfenians, whom the Athenians had taken under their pro- 
tection ; thus ended this expedition, no leis to the honour of 
the Athenians, than thofe undertaken in former years againft 
the Spartans and their allies *. 

On the very back of this, Pericles was fent with fifty fhips 
and a thoufand foldiers to invade Pelopsnnefus, which he did 
with great good fortune, burning, fpoiling, or taking what- 
ever places he attempted ; though he had with him, as was 
before faid, but a thoufand men, for the very fame of the 
Athenians half difcomfited their enemies, and the reputation 
of fo great a general took away almoft the power of refiflance. 
On his return to Athens he found the people not a little out 
of humour^ becaufe Cimon remained ftill in banifhment ; the 
death of his friends in the battle of Tanagra fully purged this 
great man of that crime, under pretence of which he had 
been baniflied, and therefore we need not wonder, that all 
Athens looked upon it as an acT: of juftice due from their ftate 
to recal him. Pericles conceiving well what would be the 
confequence of their companion, immediately took the thing 
upon himfelf, and drew up an adt for his rcftoration, which 

* Diodor. Sicul. Biblioth. lib. xu 

Cimon 
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<?/jjw«took fo kindly, that he never thwarted him after he 
cajne home. The writers of fcandal among the antients, for 
feme fuch there always were, as it is to be feared there always 
uroll be, have handed it down to pofterity, that tl^is reconci- 
liation between Pericles and Gimon was brought about by El- 
fink*, who, they fay, ftipulated for Her brother, that he 
fhcmld be content with commanding abroad, and allow Pe- 
ricles to be at the head of the adminiltration at home. How- 
ever it was, he brought now, as he had ever done before, 
good fortune to hi? country, for he concluded a peace between 
Athens and Sparta, and generoqfly prefaced the Greeks from 
falling upon each other 

Gimon , rightly judging that it would be impoifible for the 
Athenians to lie ftill, equipped two hundred gallies with an 
intent to make a frefli attempt upon Cyprus, that, by gain- 
ing new booties from the Barbarians* his countrymen might 
be drawn rather to make war continually on the Perfian king, 
than to be harraf&ng the Lacedemonians, or oppreffing their 
allies, Plutarch fiiggefts, , thaf he had in view no lefs a con- 
qUeft than that of the whole Perfian empire ; 'jiart of his fleet 
he detached to ajfift "the Athenians in Egypt, tfith the reft he 
remained in the neighbourhood of Cyprus, or, as Diodorus 
Siculus fays, made himfdf matter of Citium and Mains ; after 
which he defeated the Phoenician fleet, beat the Perfian ar- 
my commanded by Megabyzus, which lay encamped in CM- 
da, and after re-embarqued his forces, and returned to Cy- 
prus, where he befieged the capital city. But the Perfian 
monarch, finding no eafe from thefe Athenians, and no hope* 
. of fubduing them while commanded by this fortunate gene- 

ra?* a* ra ^ ^ 2nt or ^ ers ta drtabazus and Megabyzus his commanders 
teacenuitb to cnt€r * nto a trcat y of peace, which accordingly they did, 
Perfia. an< * * e Athenians having named on their fide Callias the fon 
Year of °f fUpponicus their plenipotentiary, the treaty was quickly 
the flood, finifhed ; the principal articles of which were, firft, that all 
2550. the Greek cities in Afia fhould be free and governed by their 
Before own laws 5 fecondly, that the Perfians fhould fend no army 
Chrift, within three days journey of the fea 5 thirdly, that no Perfian 
449^ ^ m fhip of war fhould fail between Phafelis and Cyene, the for- 

' mer a city of Pamphylia the latter of Lycia. Articles moft 
glorious for the Greeks, and not a little acceptable to the Per- 
fians, fince the Athenians on their fide undertook not to in- 
vade any of the provinces of that empire. During this treaty, 
and as it were in the arms of vi&ory, Gimon died at Citium % 
whether of ficknefs,or of a wound he had received at the fiege, 

? DiODOt. Sxcufc. Biblioth. lib. xl p. 387. Plvt. in viK 
Cimon. 
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authors were not agreed in the time of Plutarch* His death 
was as honourable as his life* and his laft aft the moft glo- 
rious of it all ; for when he found himfelf about to expuef, 
he fent for the principal commanders, advifed them to em- 
barque the men, to conceal his deceafe, and to fail home* 
being afraid that if his death were known at that juncture, ft 
might be prejudicial to his country* Such was the erid of the 
laft great captain of Athens, the reft were ibldiers and heroes 
too, but not patriots like Cimon ; for they, flattering the hu- 
mours of their countrymen, led them at every turn to fight a- 
gainft their brethren, and moft cruelly employed the wildom^ 
power, and wealth of Greece againft herfelk Whereas Gu 
rnon curbed the vanity of his countrymen \ he told them it 
was lawful to make war, and to fpoil the Perfians, who had 
deftroyed their city and carried away all they had, but he 
difluaded them at all times from acting tyrannically toward* 
the Greeks, and vehemently inveighed againft that propen- 
lity they had to facrifice virtue to profit, and honour to power* 
On fuch occafions he was woilt to fay, The Lacedemonian* 
would not do this which at laft provoked his countrymen tj 
banilh him, to his immortal glory and their fhame. We coull 
not avoid this eulogium, becaufe we knew that we fliouH 
no where elfe have occafion to fpeak of a man equally admi- 
rable for his abilities and his virtues, and for applying them 
conftantly to the fervice of the public, and not to the aggrm- 
dizing of himfelf or his family 2 (Q). 

Thb 

* pLuT.in vit. Cbnon. Coas. Nbpos. in vie. Cimon. 

(D) The moft memorable occurrences in the life of Cimon, re- 
garding the Athenian ftate, have been already taken notice of in 
our text ; and as to his character, his difpoiition, and abilities, we 
have been obliged to touch on them alfo more than once ; this not* 
therefore will contain only fuch paflages in relation to the life of 
Qmon as did not fpll properly within our notice, either in fpeaking 
of the public or of him. Firft then, Plutarch, and Valerius Maxi- 
mal from him, report Qmon in his nonage to have been fufpefted 
of folly, and to have been nicknamed from thence Coalemos, as his 

S;randfather had been before him ; but Valerius Maximus fays right- 
y, that this folly of his greatly benefitted the Athenian ftate, and 
Chat his fubfequent behaviour conftrained thofe who thought him a 
fool to condemn themfelvesof folly. The truth feems to be, that 
fce did not affeft learning, which feemed fo ftrange to the Athens* 
euu 9 that they took it for granted he would prove a blockhead ; 
Cornelius Nepos, however, commends him for his eloquence, which 
fpme have thought incompatible with his want of learning, in which 

ftriiaps they a;e- miftafcen j for aa there is an artificial or rhetorical 

eloquccne, 
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The affairs of Athens began to be fuddenly and forely dis- 
turbed after the death of Cimon ; for, being alike hated by 

their 

eloquence, fo there is alfo a natural ability of fpeaking, which cuf- 
tom improves into an eafy perfuafive oratory, more pleaiing to & 
mixed audience than the moft artful and regular fpeeches ; and this 
vie may fuppofe was that kind of eloquence in which Cimon excel- 
led. He went while a very youth into the army, and learned un- 
der the moft experienced commanders the art of war, and the am- 
bition of diftinguifhing himfelf as a great commander. His perfon 
was handfome, his ftature juft, his aJpeft manly, his hair thick and 
furled, his behaviour affable, his temper fweet, and his mind ho- 
fteft. But as all men have their faults, fo this great Athenian want- 
ed not his, which were a ftrong pallion for women, and an inclina- 
tion to feafting and good company ; befides his fifter Elpinice, whom 
for a while he kept as his wife, he had feveral other miftrefTes, yet 
ie was paffionately fond of his wife, whofe name was Ifodice, the 
daughter of Euriptolemus the fon of Megacles ; when the Athenians 
^ere in humour with him they overlook' d thefe faults ; but when 
ttey took it into their heads to be angry with him, they fufFered 
tieir poets to treat him with great rudenefs : As for example, Eu- 
/fc, about the time of his baniftiment, wrote a piece in which 
wW the following verfes relating to Cimon : 
In him ill- nature we cannot reproach, 
But he is indolent, and will debauch ; 
He's gone to Sparta, and was fo unkind, 
To leave his poor Elpinice behind. 
After reporting this, it is fit for us to obferve, that Plutarch treats 
it as a downright calumny, and is of opinion, that Cimon never fuf- 
fered his pleasures to interfere with the bufinefs of the ftate, of 
which it feems his vi&ories (hould be an inconteftable proof. His 
attachment to the Lacedemonians was the fole caufe of his banifli- 
ment ; for, as we obferved in giving our readers his chara&er, he 
was never fufpe&ed by the people of having any defign to aggran- 
dize himfelf at their expence ; true it is, that he had a moft ex- 
traordinary affe&ion for that nation, arifing not only from the 
kindnefs that they had fhewn him, but from the honefty of his tem- 
per, which fuited better with the fevere virtue of Sparta, than with 
the fprightly levity of the Athenians. One thing is exceeding odd 
in Cimon s conduct, that he gave his children fuch names as did not 
feem to fpeak them Athenians ; for he named his three fons, Lace- 
Jentonius, Elcus, and Thejfalus ; moft authors are of opinion, that 
he had thefe by a Woman of Clitorium, though Diodorus the geo- 
grapher afTerts, that they were the children of his wife 1/odice. It 
is clcapfrom all the writers who mention this great man, that even 
his baniftiment neither altered his conduft towards the Lacedemoni* 
ans, or towards his countrymen. He would have fought for the lat- 
ter againft the former at the battle of Taj^gra ; he had intereft 

t enough 
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their enemies and their allies, the leaft unlucky accident fur- 
nifiied a handle for new revolts or invafions. The Megarians 
were the firft in this bufinefs, their little ftate, whidi lay in 
an angle of Attica* had been long under the prote&ion, which 
was but another word for being under the dominion, of A- 
tbens, and had brought them into feveral quarrels with their 
neighbours.But now, it feems, thofe of Megar a, either forget- 
ting the obligations conferred upon them by the Athenians •, or 
elfe conceiving that no obligations could warrant the treat- 
ment they received, difclaimed all dependence on Athens* 
and entered into a ftri& league with her conftant and avowed 
enemy Lacedemon. The Athenians^ as foon as they were in- 
formed of this, ravaged their little country, and for a time 
blocked up the Megarians in their city. The Lacedemonians 
quickly refented this proceeding, and hearing that Pericles the 
Athenian^ general v/as employed another way, they made a 
great irruption into Attica and did abundance of mifchief; 
upon which Pericles* who was marched againft Eubcea^ was 
recalled in hafte to affift his country. Upon his return, he 
did not, as many expe&ed, immediately attack the Lacede- 

enough with the former to reconcile them to the latter after he 
was recalled, which fliews how fteady he was in his conduct, and 
what a high opinion all his contemporaries conceived of his virtue 
at home and abroad. Two remarkable incidents relating to his 
laft expedition are preferved in hiftory ; the firft, that when he was 
about to embark for Cyprus he dreamed, that an angry bitch barked 
at him, and in the midft of her barking uttered the following lines : 

Go on, yet fliortly fhalt thou be 

A friend unto my whelps and me. 
Aftyphilus of Pofidonium interpreted this dream thus ; A dog, faid 
he, is an enemy to him he barks at ; a man can only be Ailed a 
friend to his enemies when he is dead ; that mixture of a human 
voice with barking, which appeared hideous in the bitch, this in- 
terpreter affirmed fignified the Medes, whofe armies Were conftantly 
made up of Barbarians and Greets; yet in fpite of thi§ he fet fail and 
proceeded in his expedition. The fecond circumllance worthy of 
note was, when he had arrived at Cyprus, having formed fome great 
project in his head, he fent perfons in whom he could confide to 
confult 1 the oracle of Jupiter Ammon as to his fuccefs ; the oracle 
readily gave them this anfwer ; You may return, for Cimon // al- 
ready with me. The meflengers on their return found tha t Cimon 
was at that time dead ; he was fomewhat younger than Tbemiflo- 
eles 9 but what his age was at the time, of his death, that we know 
hot (Sz). 

' 1 1 

',/ (82): Thucyd. Jib. I Diodor. Sicul. Bibliotb. lib. xl xii. Pint, 
in wit'. Cimon. Corn. If epos, in wit* ijufd. Cicer. dt Oj/ic. lib. ii 
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monian army 5 but confidering that it was led by a very younjg 
man, Plijhnax then king of Sparta, "who had with him one 
Cleandrides for a tutor, he fent the latter a confiderable fum 
of money and thereby procured the return of the Lacede- 
monian army without blows. When Pericles came to make 
iip his accounts, he thought fit to charge ten talents, laid 
out in a fit manner on a proper occafion ; at another time the 
Athenians would not have bore with fuch an article in a pub- 
lic account, but Pericles had fuch an afcendehcy over them, 
and they were fo thoroughly fenfible how this money had been 
applied, that they patted his accounts without a word, and 
ordered him to profecute the expedition againft Eubcea, in 
which he had been before employed*. 

While Pericles was at home in the winter, ToltnideS, 
who had done fuch great things for the Athenians, refolved to 
make an expedition into Bceotia, with a fmall body of troops 
and in a very advanced feafon of the year 5 a great nuftiber 
of the braveft Athenians readily engaged to ferve under this 
famous general as voluntiers. Yet Pericles was conftantly a- 
gainft it, pi effing Tolmides to wait a little, and to join in his 
conduft prudence with valour. But he feeming to take this 
amifs, and not greatly to relifh another's meddling in his af- 
fairs, Pericles told him calmly, If you will not UJlen to my ad- 
vice, yet certainly it won't be amifs if you wait timers leifure a 
little, who, let ?ne tell you, Sir 9 is the wifeji of all counsellors. 

This faying being prefently divulged, became afterwards ex- 
ceedingly beneficial to Pericles ; for Tolmides, after doing 
great things in Bceotia, was attacked by the confederate army, 
cornpofed of the quotas fent from all the little ftates of that 
country, killed, and his army routed at Charonea. This de- 
feat terribly humbled the Athenians, for, in order to redeem 
their prifoners, they were conftrained to renounce all pre- 
tence of dominion over the cities of Bceqtia r% and while thfe 
was doing, many other little ftates declared againft the Athe- 
nians b. 

truce be- Pericles, notwithftanding all thefe checks, marched with 
tween A- an army into Eubcea, from whence a new revolt of the Me- 
thens and gareans caufcd him to be recalled, but within a ihort time he 
Sparta. r e-entercd that iHand, and made himfelf mailer of the city of 
Y ^% { d Hejliaa 3 the inhabitants of which, to terrify the reft of die 
the « 00 , countr ^ ejected, and placed a colony of Athenians in their 

Before ^ cac ** A ^ oU " me ^ ter tlie rc * °* ^ u ^ a fubrtiittftd, and, 
Chrift. 

446. * Diodor. Sioul. lib. xii. p. 293. Plut. in vit. Pencil's. 

£>ry"\J b Thucvdid. lib. i. P*ut. ubifupra. DioApiuSictrL. Biblldth, 
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the Lacedemonians 9 finding it no longer for their intereftto 
carry on the war, a negotiation was fet on foot, whereby a 
peace was effecfted for thirty years, Callias and Chares being 
plenipotentiaries for the Athenians*. 

About this time Pfammeticus king of Libya, or, ^Plu- 
tarch calls him, of Egypt, fent by way of prefent to the A- 
thenian people forty thoufand bufliels: of wheat, which proved 
a great misfortune to the city ; for Pericles, out of fpite to 
Cimons family who had children by an Arcadian woman, had 
preferred a law, whereby Athenians of the half-blood were 
disfranchifed ; this law, on account of the divifion of the corn 
before-mentioned, was profecuted with fuch feVerity and ef- 
fect, that no lefs than five thoufand perfons, who till then 
had been confidered as freemen, were fold asflaves; a moil 
exorbitant ftroke of arbitrary power, punifhcd afterwards by 
the hand of heaven, in taking away ail Pericles'* children of 
the whole blood, and obliging him to intreat the Athenians to 
cancel this law out of pity to him its author, who without the 
leaft compaffion, had fuffered five thoufand men to be made 
flaves at once under colour thereof. On.e thing this feverity 
of his produced, which has been extremely ufefu 1 to the cri- 
tics, viz. the fettling exaftly the number of the Athenian ci- 
tizens at this time, when in the midft of fo many enemies, 
Athens durft think of fending out colonies, humbling Iter 
neighbours, fubduing foreigners, and even of ere&ing an uni- 
verfal monarchy. This number, as it is fet down by Plu- 
tarch, was found on the poll to be no more than fourteen 
thoufand and forty perfons <*. 

The year after this, that is, in the beginning of the eighty 
fourth olympiad, the Sybarites, a people of Italy, being a 
iecond time driven from their city by the Crotonians, fent 
ambaffadors into Greece, and humbly befought the Lacedemo- 
nians and Athenians to reftore them, and to fend a colon v to 
fhare with them the new city they refolved to build. The 
Lacedemonians reje&ed their requeft ; but the Athenians, why 
delighted much in fuch applications, readily yielded to it ; and 
not only difpatched ten (hips, with a confiderable body of 
men on board, under the command of Lampo and Xenocratcs ; 
but alfo'caufed a proclamation to be made throughout all Pe- 
loponnefus, that fuch as were willing to go and fettle in Ita» 
ly, might do fo under the protection of their fleet ; and abun- 
dance of people accepting the propofttion, the Sybarites, by 
the affiftance of thefe new comers, re.eftabliflied thcmfclvcs 
in their country, and built a new city which they culled Tim- 

■i 
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riurn, from whence themfelves were afterwards ftiled Thu- 



rians c (E). 



At 



• DiOdor. Sicul. Biblioth. lib. xii. p. 295. 



(E) In order to conceive rightly of this bufinefs, the reader mnft 
afcend a good deal higher in point of time,and trace thecaufeof the 
erection of Tburivm back to the foundation of Sybaris ; he will then 
iee how the Greeks fettled colonies, maintained, and reftored 
them. Sybaris was a colony of the Acheeans and Traezenians, it 
flood on the golph of Tarcntum, between the rivers Crathis and 
Sybaris, from which laft it took its name, (83). The felicity of 
its fituation was fuch, that in a very fhort fpace of time it excel- 
led all the cities in its neighbourhood in wealth, power, and people, 
By degrees it fpread its dominion over four fmall nations inhabiting 
this part of Italy, and reckoned no lefs than twenty five fmaller 
cities than itlelf within its territory, fo thoroughly peopled, that 
they could on an emergency bring three hundred thoufand men 
into the field. In confequence of its profperity Sybaris became 
formidable, and even hateful, to its neighbours. Their immenfe 
wealth making its inhabitants at once luxuriant and infolent, fo 
tbat they neither knew how to behave towards others, or with 
what to content themfelves (84). Telys being king of Sybaris, as 
Herodotus fays (85), or, as Dfodorus with greater probability af- 
firms, Demagogue, i. e. a ruler in right of his eloquence, perfuaded 
the people upon various accufations to baniJh five hundred of their 
moft confiderable citizens, and to confifcate their eftates. The ex- 
iles immediately fled for refuge to Crotona, and as fuppliants fell 
down before the altars in the forum. In a very ftort fpace Telys 
engaged the Sybarites to fend deputies to Crotona, to demand that 
tho(e they had baniflied mould be delivered up, threatening war 
in cafe of refufal. The Crotonians upon this were much at a lofs 
what to do ; at laft they determined to protect at all events thofe 
who had fled to them, and to oppofe force by force. The Syba- 
rites took the field with 300,000 men, the Crotonians were able to 
raife no more than 100,000 ; however, valour prevailed over num- 
bers, and the Crotonian s, having beaten the Sybarites 9 k\\\ed all without 
quarter,and in the end facked and deftroyed the city.This happen- 
ed in the third year of the lxviith olympiad.In the fourth year of the 
Ixxxith olympiad the city of Sybaris was refettled by the Tbejalians, 
but in the firft year of the Ixxxiiid olympiad the Crotonians over- 
threw it again. After this laft misfortune, the Sybarites made the 
application mentioned in the text to the Spartans and Athenians. 
Lampo and Xenocrates, who commanded the Athenian fquadron, 
ibund it no difficult taik to collect voluntiers in Peloponnefus, when 

(83) Stepb. de Urb. (84) Ariflot. de Rep. lib. <v. feci. 3. 
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At the clofe of the eighty fourth olympiad, according to 
the computation of Diodorus Siculus, and fix years after the 
conclufion of the peace between Athens and Sparta, as Thu- 
cydides relates, a war broke cut between the Samians and 
Milcjians about the city of Priene^feated under mount MycaU 
\x\Ionia\ how this war came toaffeft the Athenians is not very 
clear ; Diodorus fays, that the Samians, who were victors, 
conceiving that the Athenians favoured their enemies, re- 
volted from them ; Thucydides fays, that the vanquifhed com- 
plained to the people of Athens, who were likewife defired by 
fome Samian malecontents to fend a fufficicnt force thither, 
in order to change the government and fettle a democracy. 
Plutarch intimates, that the Athenians having dirc&ed both 
parties to lay down their arms and fubmit to their decifion, 
the Samians refufed fo to do, whereupon the war was com- 
menced. There is yet another reafon afligned, which feems 
at leaft as well founded as any of the reft ; and it is this, that 

the Pythian oracle had declared, that the city Jhould be exceedingly 

profpered if they founded it, where the water was fcarce and bread 

without meafure. When they arrived therefore in Italy, and be- 
gan to fearch through the territory of Sy ban's for fa ch a place as 
Suited the arade, they found at laft a fmal! fpring which was called 
Tburia, the water of which was conveyed through a brazen pipe 
that was called Medimnum. Concluding inftantly, that this was 
the fituation pointed out by the oracle, they began to lay out the 
city which they came to build, and from the fpring before men- 
tioned called it Thurium. They who had the direction of the 
buildings contrived to have four itreets in length, called, Heraclea, 
Aphrodifeade, Olympiade, and Dionyfiade, and three in breadth, viz. 
Heroa, Tburia, and Thurina. When the bufinefs was executed ac- 
cording to this fcheme, and the city compleated, it appeared won* 
derfully neat and compact, every thing being fo difpofed as to be 
at once beautiful and commodious. Peace did not long inhnbit 
thefe new-raifed dwellings ; the Sybarites, conceiving that in their 
own country they ought to rule all, fhut out the new-comers from 
all employments and honours, which fo difgufted them, who were 
by far the majority, that they fuddenly took up arms, fell on the 
Sybarites, extirpated them, and fending for frcfli fupplies from 
Greece f formed themfelves into a commonwealth, making Charon- 
4as, one of their fellow-citizens, their legislator. The fubfequent 
hiftory of *Iburium will be found in its ptoper place. From what 
is faid here, the circumftances attending eflabiifhing colonies will be 
fufficiently underftood, as alfo the conveniences flowing to their 
mother cities from thefe kind of fettlements, which was the prin- 
cipal intent of this long note (86). 

(86) Diodor. Sicul. ubi fufra. 
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Pericles engaged the Athenians in this war to gratify his mif- 
trefs Afpajia a Mileftan^ one of the handforaeft women in 
her time, and who had fuch an afcendency over Pericles, that 
for her fake he facrificed his family and his peace (F). How- 
ever 

(F) Afpajia, who is to be the fubject of this note, was one of 
the mod famous women in all antiquity on account both of her 
virtue and her vices. She was lovely in her perfon, admirable for 
her natural endowments, and no lefs diflingniftied by the accpnv 
plifhments fhe had acquired. Her birth-place was Miletum a city 
in Ionia, famous for producing perfons of extraordinary abilities. 
She was the tutrefs, miftrefs, and at laft wife, to Pericles, who by 
his eloquence ruled Athens, and as fuch claims a place here. The 
time of her birth can only be guefTed at, (he was in all pro- 
bability about fifteen years younger than Pericles, and therefore 
might be born about the fourth year of the Ixxviiith olympiad. 
Her father's name was Axiochus, but of his quality we are ignorant. 
How fhe came to Athens is alfo a point unfettled ; but as to the re- 
maining part of her hiftory we are not fo much in the dark. She 
rendered herfelf confpicuous by her perfection in the art of fpeak- 
lag, which fhe pofTeffed in a fuperlative degree, being alfo ad- 
mirably verfed in ail the branches of ufeful literature, particularly 
natural philofophy and politics. t One Thrage/ia an Ionian was her 
model, {he had made herfelf confpicuous ia Greeeeby her charms, 
addicted herfelf chiefly to the grandees, many of whom fhe brought 
over to the intereft of the great king, and, as Plutarch fays, fowed 
the firft feeds of the Median faction in moft of the cities of Greece. 
Afpajia refembled and even furpaffed hqr. It is not to be imagined, 
that this fair one excelled ( like fome of our age ) in light and 
amorous difcourfes. Her difcourfes were on the contrary not more 
brilliant than folid. It was even believed by the moft intelligent 
Athenians, and amongfl: them by Socrates himfelf, that Afpajia com- 
pofed the celebrated harangue hereafter mentioned, which Pericles 
pronounced with fomuch applaufe. What then mufi we conceive 
of her abilities, who had Pericles for a lover, and Socrates for a dif- 
ciple ? Whofc fine qualities atoned even for want of reputation, 
and engaged the moil conlidcrable perfons in Athens, not only to 
vifit her, but to bring their wives to hear her lectures, though they 
detefted her conduct ? As eloquence was of all others the moft ne- 
ceffary talent to an Athenian ftatefman, fo Pericles on hearing Af- 
pajia, determined to become her fcholar, obferving that with an. 
•exact method fhe mingled the moft warm and pathetic ftrokes of 
pcrfuafive oratory, uniting the fymmetry arifing from art with the 
vehemence flowing from nature. From admiring herwifdom, this 
great Athenian fell foon into a deep affection for her perfon, a thing 
not wonderful in itfelf, and lef3 fo, if what motf writers report; of 
Pericles be true, that he was of a very amorous difpofition. Cer- 
tain it is, chat AJfafia gained an abfolute dominion over him,, and 
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ever it was, war , Was decreed againft the Samians, and P*- 
rides was fent agaihft them with a fleet of forty fail j he pre- 

fentljr 

Jiad as great an afcendency over his genius as he had over the 

Athenians. Plutarch reports, that as often as Pericles went to, or 

returned from, the forum, he went to the apartment of AJpaJia and 
faluted her. The tendernefs this nobleman expreffed for Afpajia 
made his wife, who was a woman of family, very uneafy ; which 
Pericles perceiving, readily confented that me ftiould betake herfelf 
ro a huiband more agreeable to her (though Ihe had home him two 
fons, Xantbippus and Paralus) and then took Afpajia to Wife, 
whom he had fo long -and ardently loved before. Heraclides of 

Pont us fays, that Pericles \ having [divorced his wife, abandoned him- 
felf to bis pleafures, and living with A fpafia, fpent on her the great eft 
part of his fortune ; but this ought to be regarded as mere calumny, 
it being morally certain, that Pericles in the firlt place was never 
profufe, and in the fecond that Afpajia piqued herfelf exceedingly 
on her fkill in ceconomy. As to the affair fpoken of in the text, 
viz. the S'amian war, we are undoubtedly warranted by the autho- 
rity of Plutarch in what we have advanced. For though it be true, 
that Thucydides makes no mention of Afpajia in his detail of this 
war, yet that might be owing to the gravity of the author, or to his 
generous difdain of blackening Pericles, by recording things incap* 
able from their nature of direct proof. As to collateral circum- 
ftances tending to fupport this fuggeftion, there are many. Afpajia 
was a Milejian by birth, Pericles was wont to confult her ; fhe is 
reported to have accompanied him in this expedition, and to have 
built a temple to perpetuate the memory of his victory ; and laftly, 
ihe compofed, as we remarked before, the funeral oration pro- 
nounced by Pericles in honour of thofe who were flain in this war. 
The comic poets, as they lafhed Pericles for affecting fovereign ty, 
fo chey failed not treating AJpafia with the fame feverity, and as 
they called him Jupiter, they filled her Juno ; they likevvife cha- 
racterifed her under the names of Omphale and Dej antra, the one 
the wife, and the other the miftrefs, of Hercules ; and many other 
ways. Cratbins ufed her the worft ; for he, without palliating the 
matter, painted her as an abandoned ffrumpet. It is evident e- 
nough, that the fpleen of Pericles 's enemies prompted them to fay 
any thing of him, or of thofe in his favour, men or women. The 
former they called the pimps and courtiers of the new Pififtratus, 
the latter not only his whores but his bawds. Befides various re- 
markable events relating to Ajpqfia, which we fhall be conftrained 
to take notice of in the text, it may not be amift to obferve here, 
chat it is generally conceived the fon, to whom Pericles bequeathed 
his na)me andhis*eftate y was by her; certain it is, that fon was but 
of the half-Wood,, as any fon of Afpajia^ mull have been, and that 
his father, to fecure the inheritance 10 him, prevailed on the people 
t& abrogate the law which himfelf had procured to exclude fuch 

from 



Hiftory of 



Book 



fently brought them into fubjeaion, and began to change all 
things according to his will, direding firft, that the govern- 
ment fhould be democratical for the future,'and that fifty hof- 
tages of principal perfons fhould be delivered to him with as 
many children. Plutarch fays, that all imaginable methods 
were tried to fuften Pericles upon this occafion; the hoftages 
offered him a talent a-head by way of ranfom ; thofe who 
diftiked the democracy proffered him a large fum if he would 
leave the government as he found it ; and Pijfuthnes, the go- 
vernor of Sardis for the Per/tan king, thinking an arifto- 
crztic government in Samos more advantageous to his matter, 
would^have given ten thoufand pieces of gold to have made 
up this breach with the Athenians \ but, Pericles y having no 
refpeft to money, carried away the hoftages to Lemnos, and 
cftablifhed the democracy in Samos as he had been directed to 
do. But as governments founded in force feldom laft long, 
the Samians fell into mighty diffenfions as foon as Pericles was 
gone home. Some of them who had retired to Ptfj'uthnes^ 
having procured from him an aid of feven hundred men, re- 
turned into their own country, and their faction opening the 
gates to them, thofe of the oppofite party were ejected and 
the Athenian g*rifon expelled ; they procured alfo their hoftages 
to be privately fent away from Lemnos, and having drawn the 
Byzantines to their party , they declared themfelves open ene- 
mies to Athens, That city, unufed to bear infults, imme- 
diately equipped fixty gallies, and fent them under Pericles to 
fubduc the Samians 2 iecond time, 



from fucceflions. Befides thefe circumftances there is another, fa- 
vouring this opinion, ras. that Eupolis the comic poet, introducing 
Pericles afking news of this baftard fon, makes the perfon he fpeaks 
to anfwer, He is alive and ivell y and had been married long ago, if 
the fear of meeting with a wife as dijhoneft as his mother did not deter 
him. Which is lb correfpondent with what Eupolis elfewhere fays 
of Afpafia, that one can hardly conceive this ion to 4*ave fprung 
from any but her. That fhe furvived Pericles is certain, but for 
her adventures afterwards we are pretty much in the dark. Plu- 
tarch indeed informs us, that me attached herfelf to one Lyjitles, a 
man of mean birth and as mean parts, whom by her intereft, how- 
ever, fhe raifed to great employments in the ftate. What thofe 

employments were is not recorded, nor anything farther of Afpafi* 

which deferves notice (87). 

(87) Plutarch, in wit. Peric/is. Athen. lib. xiii. p. 560. Cicero 
in Bruto. Menoxen, Platonis. in torn. iV. A % Z>. 1578. p. 235, 
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When Pericles was at fea with this fleet, he found it ne- 
ceffary to detach fixteen fhips, as well to gain intelligence of 
the Phoenician fleet, as to haften the auxiliary fquadrons he 
expe&ed frpm Chios and Lesbos ; with the forty four remain- 
ing veflels he engaged the Samians and their allies, though 
their fleet. confifted of feventy fail, and beat them. Being af- 
terwards ftrengthened by a reinforcement of forty Ihips from 
Athens and twenty five from Chios and Lesbos? he befieged 
Samos by land and fea j deceiving intelligence that the Phoe- 
nician fleet was coming to its relief, he failed withfixty fhips 
to meet it. During his abfence the befieged fell upon the 
remainder of the Athenian fhips under the command of Tifa- 
gorasy defeated them, and for fourteen days remained maf- 
ters of the fea - 9 during which fpace of time they furniflied 
themfelves with whatever they wanted. Plutarch cenfures 
Pericles's conduit on this occafion, and attributes the lofs 
which the Athenians fuftained to his leaving the fiege ; but 
there feems to be no foundation for this, becaufe fighting the 
Phoenician fleet at fea, rather than in the neighbourhood of 
Samos? was certainly his intereft. On his return to the fiege, 
having received a farther reinforcement of fourfcore fhips, 
according tc Tlnicydides? of ninety, as Diodorus tells us, he 
ftraitened the Samians more than ever, and having divided 
his men into eight bodies, kept feven every day on duty, and 
allowed the eighth to refrefh themfelves. At length after nine 
months fiege the Samians furrendered; upon which Pericles 
demoliflied their walls, feized their fhips, and mulcfted them 
in the whole expence of the war, part of which he obliged 
them to pay down, and took hoftages for the remain- 
der f. 

When Pericles returned from this war, he procured him- 
felf to be appointed to pronounce the public oration in com- 
memoration of fuch as fell in this war, which he did with 
fuch eloquence, that when he came down from the pulpit or 
place where fuch public declamations were delivered, the 
ladies gathered about him, took him by the hand, and 
crowned him with garlands. Amongft the reft Elpinice 
drew near him, but not with the fame intention with the reft, 
for fhe addreflcd him in thefe words: " Thefe are brave 
<c things, Pericles? that you have done, and fuch certainly 
" as deferve thefe wreaths of glory, who have deprived us 
" of fo many worthy citizens, not in a war againftP/;arw/- 

f Th uc yd id. lib. i. de Bello Pelopon. Plutarch, in vie. 
Pencil's. Diodor. Sicul. lib. xii. p. 302, 
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c< cians or Medes y the natural enemies of our country, for 
" fuch my brother Cimon waged; but in the overthrow of 
" a city that was in alliance with us, whofe people fpoke 
*« the fame language and were of our kindred' \ Pericles 
gave a ftrong inftance of his great compofure and readinefs of 
mind on this occafion, for he repeated carelefsly the follow- 
ing verfes from the poet Arcbilocbus : 

A dame like you in deep decline, 

Should not attempt by art to fhine ; 

You fhould not powder thus your hair, O 

Nor fhould your unguents taint the air ; >- 

Follies which fuit the young and fair. j 

In recording thefe paflages we had the reader's profit as 
well as pleafure in view ; for they fhew, that as abfolute as 
Pericles was become in Athens^ by dint of his eloquence and 
good fortune, yet even a woman could, anddurft, diftinguilh 
between the fcrvices done the ftate by a patriot general, one 
who fought nothing but to exalt the intereft and glory of his 
country, and him who had the prefervation of his own 
power chiefly in view. They fhew too tha particular 
grandeur of mind inherent in Pericles> who was not to be 
ruffled even by the fhrewdeft fpeeches, but maintained always 
fuch an equality of temper as enabled him to make fuch an 
anfwer as was moft proper on every occafion g . It is on all 
hands confefled, that Pericles valued himfelf very much on 
the redu&ion of Santos, and Thucydides gives us great rea- 
fon to believe, that the Athenians conceived highly of him for 
that exploit 5 the Samians at the time he deftroyed them be- 
ing one of the moft flourifhing nations in that part of the 
world, and who bid fair for wrefting from the Athenians the 
dominion of the fea h . 

The war between the Corcyrians and Corinthians com* 
menced a little after this, and drew by degrees the Athenians 
into thofe engagements, which at lafl proved the ruin of their 
ftate. There is a neceflity therefore that we fhould give here 
a fuccinfl account of the caufes of this war, and of the me- 
thods by which the Athenians were drawnto take part in it. 
An inteftinc war breaking out in the little territory of Epi- 
damnum , a city in Macedonia founded by the Corcyrians, one 
party called in the Illyrians to their afliftance, and the other, 
finding themfelves ftraitened, applied themfelvcs for aid to 
the people of Corcyra. They ncglcdting the bufinefs, the 

8 Plutarch, in vit. Pcriclis. h DcBello Pelop. lib. i. 
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people of Epidanvtum fent to Corinth for fuccours, owning 
her for their foundrefs, becaufe the Corcyrians were a colony 
from Corinth. The Corinthians, partly cut of pity to the 
Epidamnians, and partly out of fpleen to the Corcyrians, fent 
a very great fleet to the affiftance of the former, which tho- 
roughly eftabliihed that party which had applied to Corinth ; 
this being refented by the Corcyrians, they fent a fleet to Epi- 
damnum to fupport the exiles, which on its arrival at that port 
did not aft offenfiVely, the chief commanders having inftruc- 
tions to propofe an amicable compofure of all differences, in- 
to which the Corinthians would by no means come. The 
next year the Corcyrians beat the Corinthians and their allies 
at fea, and took Epidamnum by ftorm, after which they waft- 
ed the dominion of the confederates of the Corinthians, which 
greatly exafperated the latter. At Corinth therefore they be- 
gan to make new preparations for carrying on the war, and 
prefled their confederates to do the fame, that they might be 
in a condition to retrieve the honour they had loft, and humble 
this ungrateful colony, which had taken upon her to infult 
her mother city. When the Corcyrians received advice of 
thefe proceedings, they inftantly difpatched ambafladors to 
carry their complaints to Athens, and the Corinthians, on the 
receipt of this news, difpatched theirs likewife 5 both on the 
fame errand ,and with equal hopes *. 

Theue could be nothing more glorious for the Athenians 
than fuch an application as this, which feemed to acknowledge 
the legality of that dominion which this date had always affeft- 
ed. Thucydides therefore, who begins his hiftory with the ftory 
of this war, hath given us at large the harangues, as well of 
the Corinthian as of the Corcyrian ambafladors, to which we 
muft refer our readers. At firft the Athenian people approved 
the caufe of the Corinthians, but they foon changed their minds, 
and took part with the Corcyrians, yet they did not make a 
league ofFenlive and defenfive with that ftate, becaufe by fuch 
a ftep Athens would immediately have broken with Corinth 
and all her allies ; they contented themfelves with making a 
defenfive alliance only with the Corcyrians, whereby both par- 
ties reciprocally promifed to aflift each other in cafe either 
ihould be attacked. It does not appear, that the Athenians 
entered much into the merits of this caufe 3 they were become 
too great politicians for that ; the reafons afligned by Thucy- 
dides, who was perfeftly well acquainted with them, are thefe: 
firft, Corcyra was a very great maritime power; fecondly, 
this ifland lay very convenient for aflifting Athens in her dc- 
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figns on Italy and Sicily. When the Corinthian fleet there- 
fore was ready to fail, the Athenians, according to their trea- 
ty, fent ten gallies to Corcyra under the command of Laceda- 
ntonius the fon of Cimon, with whom were joined Diotenes 
and Proteus as collegues. Plutarch fays, that Pericles, by 
fending this fmall fquadron under Lacedamonius, intended to 
affront him, or at leaft to put it out of his power to do any 
great matter, whereby to revive the antient fplendor of his fa- 
mily, againft which that great politician had always a pique. 
But there feems to be very little colour for this. Thucydides 
fays, that the Athenians, who were indeed under the dire£H- 
on of Pericles\ counfels, did not intend the Corcyrians any 
real affiftance, but fent this fmall fquadron to look on, while 
the Corinthians and Corcyrians weakened and wafted each 
other. The Corinthians, as foon as the feafon of the year 
permitted, made for the cokft of Corcyra, with a fleet con- 
fiding of one hundred and fifty fail under the command of 
Xenoclides, aflifted hy four other Corinthian admirals, each 
fquadron of their allies being commanded by a chief of their 
own. The Corcyrians prepared as well as they could for the 
reception of this great armada ; they put to fea a fleet of one 
hundred and ten gallies, which by the Athenian fliips was aug- 
mented to one hundred and twenty ; as foon as the navies were 
in fight, they prepared for an engagement. The Corcyrians 
pave their right wing to their allies the Athenians, ranging 
their own fleet in three fquadrons, each commanded by an ad- 
miral of reputation. The Corinthians gave their right wing 
to the Megarians and other of their allies, difpofed the reft of 
them in the centre, and placed their own gallies in the left, 
that they might engage the Athenians. The aftion was very 
brifk for a time, the Corcyrian left wing broke the right of the 
Corinthian fleet, and forcing fome of the fhips on ftiore, land- 
ed, pillaged their camp, and made a great number of prifo- 
ners \ on the other hand, the Corinthian (hips in their left wing 
beat the right wing of the Corcyrians, whom the Athenians, 
according to their inftru&ions, aided but faintly ; at laft the 
Corinthians charging them brifkly, the Athenians were oblig- 
ed to defend themfelves, which they did fo well, that the Co- 
rinthians were glad to retire, which accordingly they did, af- 
ter taking up part of the broken (hips and moft of their own 
dead. The next day the Corinthians refolved to attack the 
Corcyrians again, who prepared on their fide to receive them ; 
but when the aflion was ready to begin, the Corinthians of a 
fudden retired, which the Corcyrians knew not what to make 
of, till the arrival of a fleet of twenty fail from Athens put it 
•ut of doubt, that the Corinthians, feeing them, and fearing 
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there might be more behind them, had wifely chofen to with- 
draw. The next day the Athenian and Corcyrian fleets went 
and braved the Corinthians in their Jharb our, who would not 
be provoked to hazard an engagement, becaufe all the ftiips 
from Athens were clean, and the Athenians , for ought they 
knew, might have another fleet waiting for them in their re- 
turn to Peloponnefus. Both fides claimed the victory, and both 
eredted trophies at Sybotis. The Corinthians, becaufe they re- 
mained mafters of the field of battle, had carried away a part 
of the broken veflels, made a thoufand prifoners, and funk 
feventy of the Corcyrian /hips ; the Corcyrians becaufe by 
the affiftance of the Athenians they had funk thirty of the Co- 
rinthian veflels, taken fome fpoils, and forced them to retire 
home. This was the greateft fea-fight, which to this time had 
happened among the Greeks, there being no lefs than two 
hundred and feventy veflels engaged. The Corinthians com- 
plained loudly againft the Athenians, as if they had broken 
the peace 3 the Athenians on the other hand alledged, they 
had only aflifted their allies ; and thus thefe ftates began to 
hate each other. As for the prifoners made by the Corinthians, 
they fold eight hundred of them for flaves, the reft they treat- 
ed kindly in hopes of making ufe of them for facilitating a 
peace k . 

The Corcyrian war was followed by the revolt of Potidaa, The revolt 
a town in Macedonia, founded by the Corinthians, but joined of Poti- 
in alliance to Athens. As foon as the Corcyrian war dasa, 
broke out, the Athenians fent orders to the citizens of Pott" 
daa immediately to demolifli a part of the walls of the city, 
to fend back the magiftrates whom they had received from 
Corinth, and give hoftages for their own behaviour. Per die- 
cas king ofMacedon, hating the Athenians, took this oppor- 
tunity to perfuade the Potidaansto revolt, which accordingly 
they did, though they fent ambafladors to. Athens to entreat the 
revocation of the orders fent them 5 but in the mean time they 
fent deputies to Sparta, to join with the Corinthians and Megari- 
ans in their complaints of the Athenians. The Athenians in 
the mean time fent a confiderable fleet againft Macedonia \ and 
fome time after another, with a confiderable body of land 
troops on board, under the command of Callias, a man of 
great quality and courage. The Corinthians on their fide dif- 
patched Artfleus with a confiderable force to the afliftance of 
the Potidaans. Not to detain the reader too long with a de- 

k Thucydid. ubi fupra. Diodor. Sicu L.lib xii. Plutarch- 
in vit. Periclis. 
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tail of all the little circumftances of this war, which may be 
found in the accurate hiftory of Thucydides, we fhall content 
ourfelves with obferving, that an engagement happened be- 
fore Potidara, in which the Athenians were vi&ors, but with 
the lofs of their general Callias. Phormio, who fucceeded 
him in his command, invefted the city in form, and fliut up 
its port with his fleet ; but the Potidaans, dreading to fall in- 
to the hands of the Athenians, made a moft obftinate defence, 
while in the mean time they warmly folicited the Corinthi- 
ans to perform their promifes, and to engage the reft of the 
ftates of Peloponnefus in their quarrel K 
Difentions While affairs abroad were in this condition, the Atheni- 
an Athens, ans were very far from being quiet at home. Pericles had at- 
tained fuch a fuperiority as had never been feen in Athens 
fmce the days of Pifijiratus ; the laft competitor with him for 
the favour of the people wzsTbucydides, a man noble by birth, 
and of qualifications fuiting therewith; he endeavoured to the 
utmoft to hinder thofe alterations in government which the 
popular party fought to bring about, and mpre efpecially op- 
pofed P ericles, who, perceiving that one of them muft give 
way, put the matter to the teft by procuring anoftracifm ; 
wherein, upon counting the votes, it was found, that Thu- 
cydid.es was exiled by the people. From this time forward 
P eric les altered the whole tenour of his condud, and behav- 
ed rather like a prince than a private man > for he procured 
all things to be at his difpofal, and took the whole management 
of the Athenian affairs at home and abroad upon himfelf. 
When the ftate of things began to have an ominous appear- 
ance, and the Athenians apprehended a war, in which they 
fliould be obliged to contend, not for fpoil, for glory, or au- 
thority, but for their lands, and houfes, and whatfrever was 
dear to them, they grew out of humour with Pericles, and 
received readily for truth whatever the envy of his enemies 
prompted them to fay of him. For example, when Menon> 
one of Pbidias's workmen, preferred a petition to the people, 
wherein he charged that excellent ftatuary with purloining a 
part of the gold which had been delivered to him for the fta- 
tue of Minerva, many reafons induced fuch as difliked Pe- 
ricles to abet this profecution, among the reft thefe two ; 
frji, they conceived that they fhould try the minds of the peo- 
ple by this ftep, and difcover whether they were at prefent 
difpofed to bear with the profecution of Pericles or not ; 
fecondly) they thought to revenge themfelvcs on the ftatuary, 
f jr having inserted a picture of Pericles, fighting with an A- 
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mazon in the fhield of the goddefs. But in the end this bufi- 
nefs had an iflue little expe&ed 5 for Phidias having declared 
that by Pericles'* dire&ion the gold was fo laid on, that the 
whole of it might be taken off without injury to the figure, 
the experiment was made accordingly, and the weight found 
to be juft. However, Phidias either died in prifon, or was 
baniihed 5 Plutarch fays, that he was poifoned by the pro- 
curement of Pericles's enemies, who afterwards fought to 
charge it upon him ra . Hermippus next accufed Afpajia of 
impiety or irreligion, as alfo for being a bawd to Pericles, and 
as fuch, feducing the wives and daughters of Athenian citi- 
zens ; Diopithes preferred a pfephifma or decree to the people, 
that it might be rendered criminal not to inform the proper 
court, 1. e. the Areopagus, againft fuch perfons as difputed the 
religion of their country, or taught fuch things, under colour of 
natural philofophy, in relation to celeftial bodies, as were 
inconfiftent therewith. This was known to ftrike at Anax- 
•agar as the preceptor of Pericles, and even at Pericles himfelf. 
The people affented thereto, and, in confequence thereof, 
Anaxagoras was judicially accufed (G). To wind up Peri- 
cles 9 * 

«Diodor. lib. xii. c. 7. Plutakch. invit. Periclis. 

(G) It is not clearly exprefied by Plutarch, on what account ei- 
ther Afpafia. or Anaxagoras was accufed of impiety ; however, it 
is not hard to conjecture, that perfons, eminent as they were, for 
the brilliancy of their parts,and for their great knowledge in natural 
philofophy, fliould be fufpecled on account of their notions of re- 
ligion, in a country, where even in Hefiod** time they had no lefs 
than thirty thoufand gods, for whofe honour their votaries were 
wonderfully zealous. As to Anaxagoras, we fhall have elfewhere 
©ccafion to mention him and his opinions ; at prefent we will {lick 
to the point before us, and fay nothing but what relates to this 
profecution, its caufes, and confequences. Laertius reports from 
one Sotion, who wrote a hook of the fucceflion of philofophy, 
that Anaxagoras was accufed by Cleon of impiety, for aflerting the 
fun to be a burning plate ; but that, being defended by Pericles 
his fcholar, he was fined five talents, and baniihed, whereas Saty- 
t us reported, that he was accufed by Tbucydides, not only of pro- 
pagating impious opinions, but of holding intelligence with the 
Perfians, and in his abfence fentenced to die. Hieronymus wrote, 
that Pericles brought him into court in poor garments, and much 
broken with ficknefs, which moved his judges to companion. 
SuiJas is poutive, that he was call into prifon for introducing a new 
opinion concerning the divine nature, and baniflied, notwithlland- 
ing Pericles undertook to plead his caufc. Jofepfms tells us, that the 

Jtlttnians believing the fun to be a god, and he affirming it to hit 

withe 
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cles's troubles, Dracontides moved, that Pericles might bring 
in his accounts, and that the final decifion of his caufe fliould 
be committed to judges, who fhould write their fuffrages up- 
on billets taken from the altars n . Our great orator found 
means todifengage himfelffrom all thefe fnares, he appeared 
in perfon for Afpafea, pleaded her caufe as an advocate ; but 
in the midft of his pleadings let fall a fhower of tears like a 
child, which was the more remarkable, becaufe he had never 
been known to weep before ; and thus either the force of his 
eloquence, or the fight of his grief, engaged the judges to ac- 
quit her. As for Anaxagoras^ he was afraid to truft his elo- 
quence with the defence of him whofe wifdom was his only 

n Diodor. ubi fupra. Plut. ubi fupra. Dioge n. Laert. in 
vit. Anax. 

without fenfe and knowledge, they adjudged him to fuffer death 
as a blafphemer. None of thefe opinions quadrate with Plutarch's 
account, and, which is ftill worfe, Plutarch does not agree with 
himfelf ; for though fpeaking of his retirement from Athens, he af- 
cribes it to Pendens precaution, yet he el fewhe re admits, that A- 
naxagoras was accufed. The truth feems to be, that the whole 
tenour of Anaxagorafs philofophy was, according to the religi- 
ous notions of the Athenians, impious. For he taught, that mat- 
ter was compofed of infinite fimilar atoms, as gold is of grains, 
and that they were difpofed in the frame we fee them, by an infi- 
nite felf- moving mind ; whence he acquired, from the novelty of 
his doftrine, the furname of Nous, i. e. the mind % He lived after 
his banilhment at Lampfacus, and was fo little affe&ed therewith, 
that when a perfon told him one day, You are deprived of the 
Athenians : he anfwered, You are mifiaken, friend, they are deprived 
of me. As to his notion of the fun, he retained it to his death ; 
what that notion was, we learn from various authors, who agree, 
that he thought it to have been a burning mafs, many times bigger 
than Peloponnefus, and that its revolution was occaiioned by the re- 
pulfe of the northern air ; he held the moon to be a dark body 
enlightened by the fun, habitable, having plains, hills, and water, 
which he inferred from the inequality of her furface. He aiTerted 
Hkewife, that the ftars were earthy ; which opinions we mention 
here, becaufe they were all contrary to the Athenian religion. His 
fcholars were the greateft men of Greece, but all fufpefted of ir- 
religion. To mention only a few, Archelaus the philofopher, Euri- 
pides the tragic poe t,So crates the famous moraliit,who heard both him 
and Afpafia \ fome fay, that Dcmocritus was alfo his hearer ; but 
Latrtius affirms, that Anaxagoras could not endure him, which Pha~ 
vorinus likewife aflerts (88). 

(88) Diogen. in vit. Anaxag. Plut, in vit. Periclis. Id de Su- 
per)} it. 
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crime, and therefore he wifely fent him out of Attica, with 
this mark of refpeft, however, that he attended him in per- 
fon. As for what was objected to his own conduit, he was 
in the feaft pain about it; for being a very exadt oeconomift, 
he was able to fhew two things from it, that he had al- 
ways lived within the bounds of his fortune ; and feqondly, 
that he had no more than his father left him. This, as Tim- 
cydides obferves, was the very bafis of his greatnefs, that he 
was univerfally known to be ftri&lyjuft to the public, above 
corruption, and, through the innocence of his actions in re- 
fpe£t to pecuniary affairs, fuperior to all the calumnies that 
could be raifed againft him 0 . * 

The Spartans having heard all that the little ftates of The Spar- 
Greece had to fay againft the Athenians? and laft of all the Co- tans pre- 
rintbiansy ambafladors were fent to Athens, to demand re- P are f or 
paration for thefe injuries, or to denounce war in cafe of re- w * r " 
fufal. Tbucydides, of all antient authors the moft to be re- 
lied on, tells us, that they demanded in the firft place the 
expulfion of thofe Athenians who were {Hied execrable on ac- 
count of the old bufinefs of Cylon and his aflociates, becaufe 
by his mother's fide Pericles was allied to the family of Me- 
gacles\ they next infifted, that the fiege of Potidaa fhould 
be raifed ; thirdly, that the inhabitants of Mgina fliould be 
left free ; and laftly, that the decree made againft the Mega- 
nans, whereby they were forbid the ports and markets of A- 
thens on pain of death, (hould be refcinded, and the Gre- 
cian ftates fet at liberty, who were under the dominion of 
Athens. It is certain, that Pericles perfuaded the Athenians 
to rejeft thefe terms, but authors are not well agreed upon 
what motives he adted ; fome fay, that he thought the din 
of war would diffipate that cloud of impeachments which his 
enemies were framing againft him : Others, that perfonal in- 
juries done to him and to AJpafia provoked him to fall into 
thefe meafures; the moft probable feems to be, that he ad- 
vifed the Athenians according to his apprehenfion of the af- 
fair, and diredled fuch meafures, as he thought fuited beft 
with the dignity of the Athenian ftate. The harangue at- 
tributed to him by Tbucydider, and which we have no reafon 
to doubt is to the fame effect with that which he delivered, 
offers the following arguments to the confederation of the A- 
thenians : That whatever the Lacedemonians might pretend, 
as to the complaints of allies and injuftice of them, the true 
ground of this refentment was the profperity of the Athe- 
nian republic, which they always hated, and now fought an 



0 Thucyd. ubi fupra. Plutarch, ubi fupra. 
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opportunity of humbling. That it muft be the fault of the 
Athenians themfclves, if they fucceeded in this Scheme, be- 
caufe, for many reafons accurately and judicioufly ftated by 
him, they were better able to engage in a long and expen- 
sive war, than the Peloponnejians ; that therefore it fhould 
be propofed as the mo ft fealible, and at the fame time the. 
mole equitable Satisfaction that could be given, that they 
would reverfe their decree again ft Afe£nra $ if the Lacede??io- 
nians would allow free cgrefs and regivfs in their city to the 
Athenians and their allies ; that they would leave all thofe 
ftatca free, who were free at the making of the laft peace 
with Sparta^ provided the Spartans would alfo leave all ftates 
free who were under their dominion ; and that future dis- 
putes fhould be Submitted to arbitration. In cafe thefe offers 
fhould not prevail, he advifed them to hazard a war, telling 
them, that they ought not to think they ran fuch a hazard 
for a trifle or to retain a fcruple in their minds, as if a fmall 
matter moved them to it, becaufe on this fmall matter de- 
pended their Safety and the reputation of their conftancy and 
reSolution ; whereas, if they yielded in this, the next de- 
mand of the Lacedemonians would be of a higher nature - 7 
for having once difcovcred, that the Athenians might be 
taught to fear, they would thence conclude, that they 
durlt deny them nothing, whereas a ftiff denial in this in- 
ftance would teach them to treat Athens for the future on 
terms of equality. He enforced thefe reafons, by fhewing, 
that their anceftors had always a£bcd on the like principles, 
and had in all cafes preferred their glory to their eafe, and 
their liberty to their pofleflions. Diodorus informs us, that 
he laid before the people an exa£t account of their circum- 
ftances, putting them in mind, that the treafure brought 
from Delos amounted to ten thoufand talents, and that tho' 
four thoufand had been expended on the ftately gate to 
their citadel, yet that fix thoufand were ftill in hand, that 
they were alfo entitled to the fubfidics paid by the confederate 
ftates, that the ftatues of the gods, the Per/tan Spoils, and 
other marks of their magnificence were worth immenfe Sums, 
that private men were arrived at vaft fortunes, and that, 
conSidering their trade by fea, they had a certain annual in- 
creafc of wealth ; that they had an army on foot of twelve 
thoufand men, and in their colonics and garifons Seventeen 
thoufand ; that their fleet confiftcd of three hundred fail, 
which might eafily be increafed, whereas the Peloponnejians 
ha J none of thefc advantages, which alfo Thucydides men- 
tions, hut places this oration lower. Thefe were the caufes, 
and this the beginning, of the famous P chponncftan war, 

which 
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which though, while it lafted, it brought innumerable evils 
upon Greece^ yet there refults from it this circumftance of 
glory, that perhaps of all the wars which ever happened, the 
events of this are beft recorded, fo that the minuteft circum- 
fiances thereof are known even in thefe far diftant times ; 
which fhews how far learning is preferable to power, fince 
now that all the ftates of Greece have been for many ages 
fubverted and deftroyed, the refpeft due to the writings of 
Thucydides hath preserved them, a* the merit of Xenofbon's 
hath alfo done his continuation of Tbucydides's ftory, 'and 
thereby kept alive the remembrance of adtions, which, how- 
ever great and glorious in themfelves, had othcrwife been 
buried in oblivion (Hj. 

Things being in this fituation, the Tbcba ns conceiving Plataca/*r- 
with them fed ves, that Platea^ which had been always re- prized by 
markable for her fidelity to the Athenians^ would be a perpe- the The- 
tual thorn in their fides, refolvcd to furprize it ; with this ^ ans - 

p Thucyd. ubi fupra. Diodor. ubi fupra. Plut. ubi fupra. 
Justin, lib. iii. c. 7. Demost. adv. Nesr. 

(H) Befides what is mentioned in the text of Pericles advifing 
the Peloponncftan war, to get orer an impeachment, there is a fa- 
mous ftory related both by Plutcarb and Cornelius Nepos y that he 
was induced thereto by a fprightly faying of the young Jlcibiades ; 
who feeing him melancholy one day, afked him what was the 
matter, and upon his anfwering, that he knew not how to account 
for the public money which had gone through his hands. Alci- 
biades fliarply replied, Then fludy to give no account at all. Others 
pretend, that he was the author of the decree againft Megara, to 
revenge Afpafia, two of whofe harlots fome young men of that city 
had ftolen away. It is true, that the decree happened on this ac- 
count, but Pericles does not feem to have been any ways guilty ; 
for a herald being difpatched to Mcgara to complain of the injury, 
he was flain upon the road ; and this violation of a facred character 
gave birth to the war. The enemies of Pericles indeed fay, that 
he caufed the herald to be flain, that he might pick a quarrel with 
the Megarians ; but that the faft was notorioufly otherwife, may 
be gathered from this, that when the emperor Adrian granted ma- 
ny privileges and favours to the citizens of Greece, he cxprefsly 
excepted the Megarians on account of this very murder. If Thu- 
cydides had conceived, that any of thefe charges on Pericles had 
been juftly founded, he would certainly have reported them. As 
to the fneers of Arijlopbanes and other comic poets, they ought not 
in juftice to pafs for evidence, fince they were enemies alike to all 

who were eminent (89). 

(89) Pint, in <vitn P eric lis. 
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view they fent Eurymachus at the head of three hundred 
men, to affift fuch of the Plateaus as they had drawn over to 
their party, in making themfelves matters of the place. In 
this defign they fucceeded very happily, the Plateaus, who 
had promifed to open the gates, kept tlieir words exa&Iy, 
and the Thebans in an inftant took pofTeffion of the place. 
The Plateaus* that is, the townfmen in general, perceiving 
at laft how fmall a number the Thebans were, unanimoufly 
rofe and fell upon them, killing great numbers, and in the 
end forcing the reft, with Eurymachus their chief, to render 
themfelves prifoners of war. It happened, that another party 
from Thebes came to affift their companions, but came too 
late ; the Plateaus, forefeeing that they would wafte their 
country, offered to releafe their prifoners, if they would for- 
bear to fpoil their lands ; but threatened at the fame time, 
that, if they committed any wafte, they would put their 
friends to death. The Thebans upon this withdrew, but the 
Plateaus, however, put their prifoners to death, alledging, 
that they never promifed to releafe them but in cafe of peace; 
their number was one hundred and eighty, and Eurymachus, 
as he led them, died with them. The Athenians, as foon as 
they had notice of this attempt of the T/iebans, caufed all the 
Boeotians in their territory to be arrefted, and when they un- 
derftood how the Plateaus had delivered themfelves, they 
fent a great convoy of provifions to that city, and a nume- 
rous body of troops to efcort their wives and children to A- 
thens. The league being now broken on both fides, each 
party prepared for the war, both fent ambafladors to the Per- 
fian, both fought to roufe their allies. JVIoft of the ftates of 
Greece were inclined to the Lacedemonians, becaufe they pro- 
fefled themfelves on this occafion the deliverers of Greece ; 
they Iikewife hated the Athenians, either becaufe they already 
opprefled them, or becaufe they apprehended that in time 
they would. With the Spartans joined all the P ehponnefiaus y 
except the Argivcs and part of the Acheans j without Pelo- 
ponncfus the Megarians, Phocians, Locrians, Bceotians, Am- 
braciotft, Leucadiaus, and Anaclorians, declared themfelves on 
their fide. On the other hand, the Chians, Leflians, Plateaus, 
Mcjfenians, Acarnanians, Corcyrians, Zacynthians, Cariaus, 
Dorians, Thracians, the iflands for the moft part, and all the 
Cyclades, excepting Melus and Them, with Eubxa and Samos. 
The Lacedemonians aflembled their army at the IJlhmus, but 
Archidamus, the Spartan king and commander in chief, dif- 
patched a herald to Athens before he would enter Attica ; this 
herald was fent hack without an anfwer, which put an end 
tK> aJJ motions for peace, the Lacedemonians icfolving to aft 

immediately 
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immediately offenfively, and the Athenians preparing to de- 
fend themfelves as well as they could*. 

Pericles, as he had engaged his countrymen to undertake Tie Pelo- 
this war, fo his wifdom fecms to have been the only refource P onne » ai * 



they had in it. He was aware that Archidamus^ being his c £ 
friend, might forbid the plundering of his efhtes, of which he t j ie jrj ooc j 
immediately gave advice to the people, and to cut off all 2^5-7^ * 
grounds of fuipicion, declared, that in fuch a cafe he made a g e f oro 
prefent of his lands to the public. He then advifed, that, Chrift, 
without thinking how to defend their country feats, they 432. 
ihould turn all their care to the city, bufy themfelves cfpeci- 
ally in equipping their fhips, and fettle a thorough refolution, 
not to be intimidated with the firft evils of war. The Athe- 
nians came readily into all that he propofed, and appointed 
him with nine more generals of all their forces. To fay the 
truth, the Lacedemonia?2S themfelves aflifted his rife, for their 
amba/Tadors continually attacking him, the Athenians ap- 
prehended from thence that he of all others mud have the 
greateft regard for their interefh When, however, the Pc- 
lopoyinefian army advanced as far as Acharne, one of the largeft 
boroughs in Attica, and at a very fmall dilbnee from Athens, 
the Athenians began to grow very difcon tented, and to cla- 
mour exceedingly againft Pericles, for not fo much as attempt- 
ing to drive them away. In which, however, he fhewed his 
judgment, for that army confifting of no lefs than fixty thou- 
fand men, the Athenians were unable to let on foot any force 
capable of looking ic in the face \ wherefore, when fome hot 
men pre/Ted for an engagement, Pericles very prudently faid, 
Trees, when they are lopped and cut, grow up again in a 
fhort time ; but men, once loft, cannot eaitly be recovered. 
By degrees the madnefsof the people grew Itill mure violent, 
fo that he was perfecuted with libels of all forts, and even his 
own friends preifed him earneftly to alter his conduct, and 
to attempt fomcthing for his own and his country's honour ; 
but he remained firm and calm in the midil of this ftorm, 
purfued the plan which he had laid down in fpite of the cla- 
mour raifed againft him, and gave a happy turn to all things 
by the dint of his own magnanimity 1 . 

He fent, however, a fleet of a hundred gallies with four- 
teen hundred land forces on board, which fleet being joined 
by fifty vefTels from Corcyra, coafling the Pckponnefum fhore, 
did infinite mifchief, fo that its inhabitants had no reafon to 
boaft of their expedition into Attica, fiace they left their own 

( i Th uc y d. lib. ii. prop. init. DiODOft. lib. xii. 1 Tjicj- 
ryp. ubi fupra. Diopou. ubi fupra. 

country 
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country to feel thofe miferies which they pretended to inflift 
upon others. Another Athenian fleet infected the Locrians, 
and becaufe JEgina had been a principal occafion of the pre- 
fcnt war, when the fleet returned from Peloponnefus it ejected 
all the inhabitants of that ifland, which was repeopled from 
Athens. They likewife reduced Cephalenia, and feveral towns 
in Acarnania and Lcucas* while in the mean time Pericles 
refrefhed thofe who were fliut up in the city with diftribu- 
tions of public money, a law for the diviiton of lands, and 
whatever elfe he could think of to amufe and divert them. 
In the autumn, when the Peleponncfeans were retired, P tri- 
fles* at the head of a ereat army, entered the Mevarmn 



peered irom a provoicea enemy, i nc rcai^n or cms was, 
becaufe on their account the Lacedemonians pretended to have 
made war ; thus in the end of this firft year the Athenians 
made up accounts as it were with the P elaponnefians ^ and re- 
paid them thofe mifchiefs, infuks, and ravages, which they 
kid committed in Attica at the beginning of it f . 

In the winter of this yea* the Athenians folemnizcd in an 
extraordinary manner the funerals uf fuch as firft died in the 
war after this manner ; firft, their hones were laid in a tent 
to he feen of all, and thither their friends were permitted to 
come in order to pay their laft offices to their relations. Then 
they were carried out, each tribe providing a cyprefs coffin or 
coffins and chariots for their dead, and one empty coffin was 
carried for fuch whole bodies had not been recovered, and 
confequently could not have thofe honours paid them, the 
women nU the way making loud lamentation for them. They 
were then interred in a public fepulchre in the Ceramicus^ 
and after burial, a perlbn, appointed by the fenate of Area* 
pagusy made a funeral oration to their honour ; the pcrfoq 
appointed on this occasion was Pericles* How he difcharged 
thin Morbus employment, the reader may be informed from 
t Thf.a:ydii' t cs^ who, if he has not prcicrvtd the words of Peri- 
i/esy has undoubtedly kept ftriclly ro his fenfe, iince he wrote 
and oubWhed his biitcry within i'o fhort a time after this 
happened, I hat it; would undoubtedly have been decry ed, if 
in all its circtAmlhnccs it had not I. etn exactly conformable to 



truth. Thus cvidcd the firlt year o{\\\r.Pi>lmon>uJian war *. 

"V\\t fpring ( v i the next year was doubly fatal to Athens ; 
nature atilicled hvr at 1uhtk.\ and the Pdopannejians^ under 
the comma nd of A\*chi(?«nni> y wafleU all things abroad \ but 

c Tmvcyo. ubi fi»p*a. Plot. ul\i fapra* t Tuucyd. ubi 
iupra, DsoDun. wbi fujra. Tlct. ubi fupra» 
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the plague was the more dreadful enemy of the two, as the 
reader will eafily perceive from the defcription of Tbu:ydides y 
who was fick thereof ( I ). Pericles in the midfl: of thefe dif- 

trefies 

( I ) This plague in Athens makes fo remarkable a figure in 
hiftory, and the defcription of it by Tbucydides has been fo much 
commended, that we mould deal unjuft'y with our readers, if we 
either omitted the^defcription of this plague, or give it in other 
words than thofe of that accurate hiftorian. When the plague firft 
began among the Athenians, the Pelcponncjtans had not been long 
in Attica ; but fo great a plague, and fo fatal as this was, is not 
remembered to hare happened in any place before. For at firft 
neither were the phyficians able to cure it, through ignorance of 
what it was, but died faftefl: thcmfelves, as being the men that moi£ 
approached the fick, nor any other art of man availed whatfoever. 
All fupplications of the gods, and enquiries of oracles, and what- 
foever means they ufed of that kind, proved all unprofitable ; info- 
much as, fubdued with the greatnefs of the evil, they gave them 
all over. It began, by report, firit in that part of Mthiopia that 
lieth upon Egypt, and thence fell down into Egypt and A/ric, and 
into the greateft par: of the territories of the king. It invaded A- 
them on a fudden, and touched firft upon thofe that dwelt in /V- 
raus, infomuch as they reported, that the Pelepoimefians had cad 
poifoninto their wells ; for fp rings there were not any in that place. 
But afterwards it came up into the high city f and then they died a 
great deal fafter. Now let every man, phyfician or other, fpeak 
concerning the ground of this ficknefs, whence it fprung, and what 
caufes he thinks able to produce fo great an alteration, ac- 
cording to his own knowledge ; for my own part, I will deliver 
but the manner of it, and lay open only fuch things as one may 
take his mark by to difcover the fame, if it come again, having 
been both fick of it myfelf, aad feen others fick of the fame. This 
year, by confeflion of all men, was of all other for other difeafes 
raoft free and healthful. If any man was fick before, his difeafc 
turned to this; if not, yet fuddenly without any apparent caufe 
preceding, and being in perfect health, they were taken firft with 
an extreme ach in their heads, rednefs and inflammation in the 
eyes ; and then inwardly their throats and tongues grew prefently 
bloody, and their breath noifomc and unfavoury. Upon this fol- 
lowed a fneczing and hoarfenefs, and not long after, the pain, to- 
gether with a mighty cough, came down into the breaft ; and when 
once it was fettled in the itomach, it caufed vomit, and with great 
torment came up all manner of bilious purgation that phyficians 
ever named. Moft of them had alfo the hiccoughs, which brought 
with it a ttrong convulfion, and in fome ceafed quickly, but in 
others was long before it gave over. Their bodies outwardly to 
the touch were neither very hot nor pale, but rcddifli, livid, and 
be flowered with little pimple* and wheal? ; but fo burned inward- 
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trefles retained his courage, and endeavoured to infufe it into 
his count rym en, though he held them to the obfervance of 

the 

Iy, as not to endure any the lighteft cloaths or linen garments to 
be put upon them, nor any thing but mere nakednefs, but ra- 
ther molt willingly to have call themfelves into the cold, water ; 
and many of them that were not looked to, poffeffed with infatiate 
third, ran into the wells ; and to drink much or little was indiffe- 
rent, being Hill from eafe, and power to fleep, as far as ever. As 
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refilled the torment beyond all expectation, infomuch, as the moft 
of them either died of their inward burning in nine or feven days, 
whilft they had yet ftrength ; or if they efcaped that, then the 
difeafe falling down into their bellies, and caufing there great exul- 
cerations and immoderate loofnefs, they died many of them after- 
wards through weaknefs. For the difeafe which took firfl the head, 
began above, and ran down, and pafTed through the whole body ; 
and he that overcame the worft of it, was yet marked with the lofs 
of his extreme parts ; for breaking out both at their privy mem- 
bers, and at their fingers and toes, many with the lofs of thefe ef- 
caped. There were alfo fome that loft their eyes, and many that 
prefent!y upon their recovery were taken with fuch an oblivion of 
all things whatfoever, as they neither knew themfelves nor their 
acquaintance For this was a kind of ficknefs which far furmount- 
ed all expreflion of words, and both exceeded human nature in the 
cruelty wherewith it handled each one, and appeared otherwife 
to be none of thofe difeafes that are bred amongft us, and that efpe- 
cially by this : For all, both birds and beafts, that ufed to feed on 
human flefh, though many men lay abroad unburied, either came 
not at them, or tailing perifhed. An argument whereof, as touch- 
ing the birds was the manifeft defect of fuch fowl, which were 
not then feen, neither about the carcafes, nor any where elfe ; but 
by the dogs becaufe they are familiar with men, this effedl was 
feen much clearer. So that this difeafe, to pafs over many ftrange 
particulars of the accidents that fome had differently from others, 
was in general fuch as I have (hewn ; and for other ufual ficknef- 
fes at that time, no man was troubled with any. Now they died, 
fome for want of attendance, and fome again with all the care and 
phyfic that could be ufed. Nor was there any, to fay certain, me- 
dicine, that applied mull have helped them ; for if it did good to 
one-, it did harm to another ; nor any difference of body, for 
ilrcngrh or weaknefs that was able to refill it ; but ic carried ail 
away what phyfic loever was adminiftered. But the'greateft mifery 
of ail wis the dejection of mind in fuch as found themfelves begin- 
ning to be fide, for they grew prefently delpcrate, and gave them- 
felves over without making any refinance ; as alfo their dying thus 
like (liccp, infected by mutual vifttation. For if men forbore to 
vilit them for fear, then they died forlorn, whereby many families 
became empty for want of fuch as fhould takecaic of them. If 

they 
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the fame rule which he had prefcribed before, and would not 
fuffer them to ftir without the city, either to efcape the plague 



or 



they forbore not, then they died themfelves, and principally the 
honeiiefl men : For out of fhame they would not fpare them fe Ives, 
but went in unto their friends, efpecially after it was come to pafs, 
that even their domeftics, wearied with the lamentations of them 
that died, and overcome with the greatnefs of their calamity, were 
no longer moved therewith. But thofe that were recovered, had 
much companion both pn them that died, and on them that lay 
fick, as haying both known the mifery themfelves, and now no 
more fubject to the like danger : For this difeafe never took a man 
the (econd time, fo as to be mortal. And thofe men were both 
by others counted happy, and they alfo themfelves through excefs 
of prefentjoy, conceived a kind of light hope never to die of any 
ficknefs hereafter. Befides the prefent affliflion, the reception of 
the country people, and of their fubftance into the city, oppreffed 
both them, and much more the people themfelves that fo came in. 
For having no houfes, but dwelling at that time of the year in ftif- 
ling booths, the mortality was now without all form, and dying 
men lay tumbling one upon another in the ftreets, and men half 
dead about every conduit through defire of water. The temples 
alfo where they dwelt in tents were all full of the dead that died 
within them ; for oppreffed with the violence of the calamity, and 
not knowing what to do, men grew carelefs both of holy and pro- 
fane things alike. And the laws which they formerly ufed touch- 
ing funerals, were all now broken, every one burying where he 

could find room. And many for want of things neceffary, after fo 
many deaths before, were forced to become impudent in the fune- 
rals of their friends. For when one had made a funeral pile, an- 
other getting before him would throw on his dead, and give ic fire. 
And when one was in burning, another would come, and having 
caft thereon him whom he carried, go his way again. And the 
great licentioufnefs, which alfo in other kinds was ufed in the city, 
began at fir ft from this difeafe. For that which a man before 
would diffemble, and not acknowledge to be done for voluptuouf- 
nefs, he durft now do freely, feeing before his eyes fuch quick re- 
volution of the rich dying, and men worth nothing inheriting 
their eftates; infomuch, as they juftified a fpeedy fruition of their 
goods even for their pleafure, as men that thought they held their 
lives but by the day. As for pains, no man was forward in any 
action of honour to take any, becaufe they thought ic uncertain 
whether they fhould die or not before they atchieved it. But what 
any man knew to be delightful, and to be profitable to pleafure, 
that was made both profitable and honourable. Neither the lear 
of the gods, nor laws of men, awed any man. Not the former, 
becaufe they concluded it was alike, to worfhip or not worfhip ; 
from feeing that alike they all perifhed : Nor the latter, becaufe no 
man expected that his life would laft till he received puniftiment 
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or infeft the enemy. He caufed, however, a great fleet to be 
equipped, and drew together fifty veffels of the allies of A- 
tbensj on board of which, and of a hundred Athenian gallies, 
he embarked three hundred horfe, and four thoufand foot, 
with which he failed to Epidaurus. The Peloponnefians, hear- 
ing how great a force he commanded, did as he conceived 
they would do, that is withdrew their troops out of Attica, 
after they had wafted it for forty days. Pericles, however, 
did no great matter, the plague raging amongft his foldiers 
and feamen. On his return home, the fleet under the com- 
mand of Agnon and Cleopompus was fent againft Chalets and 
Potidcsa^ but carrying the plague with them thither, they 
were able to do little or nothing, fo that after a fhort ftay 
they returned from thence, alfo, bringing back to Athens a- 
bout fifteen hundred men out of four thoufand, the reft being 
loft through peftilence and war. Thefe evils drove the Athe- 
nians to madnefs and defpair. In vain Pericles made ufe of 
all his eloquence to appeafe them \ they fent ambaffadors to 
Laced&mon to defire a peace, which the Spartans were much 
too proud to beftow ; after this fruitlefs negotiation, Pericles 
harangued the aflembly afrefh, and with the utmoft force of 
reafon fought to combat their apprehenfions and fears j when 
he had done fpeaking, they confefled he was in the right in 
advifing them to begin the war ; yet, diftrafted with the 
evils it had brought, they difmifled and fined him $ yet, with 
an inconftancy natural to a people, they in a fhort time re- 
called him, and veiled him with almoft abfolute authority. 
But the ftorms in his family did not blow over fo eafily ; his 
fpn Xanthippm quitted his houfe, becaufe his father would 
not allow him more money than his eftate would bear j but 
to conceal the true caufe, the profligate youth gave out his 
father converfed criminally with his wife. While this quarrel 
was open, Xanthippus died of the plague ; fliortly after him 
Pericles'* filler died, after her almoft all his relations and 
friends, laft of all his fecond fon Paralus. At his funeral, Pe- 
ricles loft his heroifm quite ; for going to place a chaplet of 
flowers on the head of the corps, he burft out into a loud fit 
of crying, after which being conveyed home, he kept his 
houfe clofely, and abandoned himfelf to melancholy. It wa* 

of his crimes by judgment, But they thought there was now over 
their heads fonie far greater judgment decreed againft them ; be- 
fore which fell, they thought to enjoy fome little part of their 

lives (90). 

(90 ) ThucjJ* lib, ii. prop, init. 
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then, that the Athenians invited him to accept of thofe honours 
of which they had ftripped him. At the perfuafion of Al- 
ci blades and others of his friends he came abroad, and fhewed 
himfelf to the people, who received him with acclamations, 
and at his requeft cancelled that very unjuft law, which they 
had made at his motion, for baftardizing all children of the 
half-blood \ and hereupon he enrolled a fon of his by Afpafia 
a freeman of Athens^ by the name of Pericles. In the fum- 
mer of this year, a Peloponnefian navy of a hundred gallies 
wafted the ifland of Zacynthus, whereby they did much hurt 
to the inhabitants, and little good to themfelves. Towards 
the end of the fummer they fent ambaffadors to the king of 
Perfia, to intreat his affiftance againft his antient enemies the 
Athenians ; thefe ambaffadors had it alfo in commiffion to 
make application to Sitacles king of Thrace but his fon Sa- 
docus, being a citizen of Athens, feized them and delivered 
them to the Athenians, who put them to death, to teach the 
Lacedemonians more mercy than they had fliewn of late in kil- 
ling fuch as they found in their territories, who were natives 
of places allied to Athens. In the winter the Athenians fent 
Melejander, with a fleet of twenty fliips, to Carta and Lycia, 
where he was flain. About this time Potidaa, which had 
held out from the very beginning of the war, and wherein 
the people had been driven to the eating of human flefh, yield- 
ed to the Athenians, who permitted the men to depart with 
one garment, and the women with two. This city was re- 
peopled afterwards by a colony from Athens. Such were the 
events which fell out in the fecond year of the war u . 

In the fpring of the third year, Archidamus king of Sparta 
came with a great army and befieged Plataa. The Plateans 
infifted, that raufanias, after the famous battle in the neigh- 
bourhood of their city, had declared them free, wherefore 
they hoped he would not overturn what his predeceffors 
had folemnly eftablifhed ; but Archidamus infifted, that 
they fhould forfake the fide of the Athenians, give up their 
city and all that they had during the time of the war, on a 
promife of having all things reftored to them when it fhould be 
over. The Plateans were fo far from accepting theie terms, 
that they refolved to abide all things rather than defert Athens. 
Archidamus then wafted their country, but not with impuni- 
ty \ for thofe of Plataa made continual fallies, and cut off" 
great part of his forces ; he then caufed the city to be fet on 
fire, whereby a great part of it was reduced to afhes, yet tins 
had no cficdf In the end therefore he was conftraincd to turn 
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his fiege into a blockade, and having thrown up a retrench- 
ment, fortified with a deep ditch, he left a fufficient number 
of men to guard his lines, and then returned back to Pelopon- 
nefus. In Thrace and Martian i a the Athenians fought with 
variety of fortune, and under the command of .Pbonnio gain- 
ed two fmall victories at fea. But the great event of this 
year was the death of Pericles^ which happened in the end of 
the fummer. He fell by the plague, but in a manner different 
from any body elfej for whereas it hurried off others fudden- 
ly, it deftroyed him by degrees, preying at once on the con- 
ftitutien of his body and the noble faculties of his mind. As 
an inftancc of this laft obfervation, Plutarch fays, that when 
he drew near his end, he fhewed ibme of his friends an amu- 
let or charm which the women had hung round his neck, in- 
timating, that he muft be very fick indeed when he fuffered fuch 
a remedy to be applied. In his very laft momenrs, fome of 
his friends, fitting by his bed-fide and conceiving him to have 
quite loft his fenfes, amufed themfelves with reckoning up the 
glorious events of his life : of a fudden he raifed himfelf on his 
bed, and turning to them, faid, I wonder you Jhould commend 
thofe things in me, ivhich were as much ozuing to fortune as 
any thing elfe, and which have happened to others alfo y and o- 
mit that which has been peculiar to me, and mere to my repu- 
tation than all the reji ; that never any of my fellow citizens 
put on mourning on my account. Thus Pericles died as he liv- 
ed, as much fuperior to the greateft men of Athens as they to 
the vulgar - y and after his death it appeared, that the fame gran- 
deur, which in other men became fatal to the commonwealth, 
was in him its prefervation ; only it muft be allowed, that he 
gave way to the corruption of the people that he might go- 
vern them, and that while he exalted {he Athenian ftate and 
adorned its capital, he defpoiled the people of their virtue, in- 
troducing an ambitious fpirit of dominion, inftead of that 
love of true glory which had been cultivated'by Arijlides and 
Cimon Y (K). 

In 

y Thucyd. lib. i, ii. Plut. in vit. Periclis. 

(K.) This note, though it relates to one of the greateft men of 
Greece, will not be very long, becaufe we have had ocafion to fay fo 
much of him in his hiftory, that very little remains linfaid. He 



was very learned, efpccially in ufeful fciendc ; and there is a ftory 
related of him, though the time in which it happened is not very 
well fixed ; but it muft have been within a year or two of his death 
at fartheft, which (hews what courage he had, and of what a diffe- 
rent temper he was from moft of his countrymen : juft as he was go- 
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In the furnmer following, the PeloponnefiatiSj under the 
command of Arcbidamus^ invaded Attica the third time, de- 

ftroying 

ing on board the fleet, and had entered the admiral's galley, an 
eclipfe of the fun happened, which (truck all the feamen with afto- 
niftiment, and terrified his own pilot fo much that he knew not what 
to do. Pericles perceiving this, inftantly pulled off his cloak, and 
muffling up the man's face in it, afked him if that was terrible, and 
whether N he drew any ill omen from it. He anfwered, No. Why- 
then, faid Pericles ; what difference can you make between one 
darknefs and the other, except that what fiiades the fun is bigger 
than my cloak : Which brought the pilot and his crew to their fen- 
fes again. How much he owed to Anaxagoras appears from this, 
and indeed from almolt every great circumftance of his life ; how 
grateful he was, the reader will determine, when he hears that he 
fufFered that wife man to be in fuch diftrcfs, that throwing himfelf 
on the ground, and muffling his face in his cloak, he took a refolution 
of ftarving to death. When Pericles was told of this he ran to him 
in all hade ; yet inftead of lamenting his diftrefs, he fell to be- 
wailing his own lofs, in cafe he fhould be deprived of fowifea 
counfellor ; to which Anaxagoras, opening his cloak, anfwered 
with a low voice : Thofe, Pericles, <who ba<ve need of a lamp, fupply 
it ivitb oil. Whereupon the ftatefman took him home, and ufed 
him better for the future. It was at his motion that the Athenians 
feized the treafure of all Greece at Delos, and applied a great part 
of it to the adorning of their own city ; which when complained 
of as a breach of truft, Pericles thus defended it : Jt was given, 
faid he, to defend Greece from the Barbarians, which the Athenians 
having done have a juft title to the money ; for money, faid he, 
is not theirs who give, but theirs who receive, provided they fulfil 
the conditions ; and as the Athenians were always ready to carry 
on war, it was but jufl that fomething fhould be done for their peace, 
and to give life and fpirit to tradefmen, which was effected by thefe 
public buildings. This reafoning of his drew over to his party mer- 
chants, feamen, labourers, and artifts of all kinds ; as for fuch 
as were not obliged this way, he provided largefles for them and 
penfions from the public ftock ; whence many writers of his own 
time complain, that whereas other Athenians had made themfelves 
eminent, Pericles had made himfelf a prince. In times of peace, 
when he apprehended that the murmurs of the people might be 
mod dangerous, he caufed them to be draughted off in colonies, and 
thereby rendered thofe dependent abroad, who would have been 
factious at home: In a word, he made Athens the richeft and molt 
powerful of the Greek ftates ; he exalted the power of the people, 
which all the other chiefs had fought to deprefs ; and in the midit 
of all the Athenian greatnefs, when her commons were moM vain 
and moft unruly, he directed all things at his will, was but once, 
and then but for a fmall time, in difgrace, recalled afterwards with 
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ftroying the ripe corn> and wafting with implacable hatred 
whatever belonged to the Athenians^ though without profit 
to themfelves. In the mean time, the whole ifle of Lesbos y 
the city and diftridt of Methymna only excepted, revolted 
from the Athenians., who thereupon fent a fleet of forty gallies 
under the command of Clippides and two other generals j their 
orders were to come before the city of Mitylene^ to demand 
that the citizens fhould pull down their walls and deliver up 
their fhips, which if they did not do, they were then to aft of- 
fen lively. The Mitylenians endeavoured to amufe the Athe- 
nians, and to that end procured a truce till they fent ambaf- 
fadors to Athens but in the mean time they difpatched other 
ambafladors to intreat aid of the Lacedemonians, whodiredted 
them to make their folemn application at the olympic games to 
the feveral Hates of Greece, which accordingly they did, and 
were thereupon admitted into the alliance formed againft A- 
thens. The Spartans meditated another inroad into Attica, 
and adiually advanced as far as the Ijihmus ; but their allies 
not fending their quotas as they had promifed, they thought 
fit to retire, having received advice that an Athenian fleet had 
appeared on the coaft of P eloponnefus . Yet the Peloponneji- 
ans, in purfuance of their promife to the Mitylenians, fent a 
fleet to their aiSflance of forty gallies ; but they were able to 
effeft little, becaufe the Athenians had fent a hundred gallies 
on that coaft. Hitherto they purfued the maxims of Pericles 
and cultivated a naval force ; but as this coft immenfe fums 
of money, they were conftrained to make new demands up- 
on their allies, and to raife that tax which Ariftides had impo- 
fed with the confent of the Greeks, by which they were ena- 
bled to keep up a fleet of 250 gallies. The Mitylenians and 
the reft of the Lesbians, greatly incenfed at thofe of Methym- 
na for remaining ftedfaft in their duty to the Athenians, made 
excurfions into their country, whereupon the Athenians in- 
verted the city of Mitylene, and thereby obliged them to think 
of defending themfelves, inftead of offending their neighbours. 
Platcca was all this time blocked up, its little garifon, confid- 
ing of four hundred natives, and fourfcore Athenians, having 

honour by the people, and remained in pofleflion of his authority 
to his death. But in the midlt of this great fortune his hands were 
clean, he did all things for Athens, and nothing for himfelf, leav- 
ing his paternal cftate rather diminiftied than improved, an- exam- 
ple admirable rather than imitable (91). 

fgi) Plut. in*vit. P eric lis. ThucyJ. lib* i 3 & ii; Diodor. Sicul. lih. 
xi. xii. Jtiflin. Hi. c. 7. £tf mult. al. 
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thus long withftood the whole power of Peloponnefus ; but 
finding it a vain thing to hope afliftance from Athens, and be- 
ing very much {heightened for provifions, they took a defperate 
way of forcing a paflage through the enemies lines, which 
when they came to execute, many declined ; three hundred, 
however, perfifted in their intention, and fell with fuch fury 
on their enemies, that two hundred and twelve forced a paflage 
and marched to Athens, the reft were compelled to retire back 
into the city ; thus ended the fourth year of the P eloponnefian 
war z . 

In the very beginning of the next year the Peloponnefians 
fent forty fliips to the relief of Mitylene^ and at the fame time 
entered with a great army into Attica for the fifth time, under 
the command of Cleomenes. The Athenians were exceedingly 
diftrefled by thefe cruel ravages j but in the mean time their 
troops were victorious in Lesbos. Paches, who commanded 
before Mitylene, obliged it to furrender before the Peloponne- 
fian fleet, fent to fuccour it, could arrive \ he likewife cha- 
fed that fleet, and returning to Lesbos fent the Lacedemonian 
minifter, whom he found in Mitylene, together with a depu- 
tation from the inhabitants of that place, to Athens, where 
the Lacedemonian was immediately put to death ; and in a ge- 
neral affembly of the people it was refolved, at the motion of 
Cleon, that orders fliould be fent to Paches to put all the Mi- 
tylenians, who were at man's eftate, to death ; and to fell the 
women and children for flaves. The next day, however, 
they reconfidered this decree, which Cleon ftill fupported with 
all his eloquence ; but Diodotus, an orator of a milder dif- 
pofition, having fhewn how injurious it would be to the Athe- 
nian glory to deal fo feverely with perfons who had furrender- 
ed at difcretion, it was carried by a very fmall majority to re- 
verfe the decree. A clean fhip was immediately difpatched 
to Lesbgs to countermand the orders that had been fent to 
Paches the day before, and inftru&ions were given to the com- 
mander to make all the fail he could, that he might arrive 
there before the other fhip, which, though he ftrongly endea- 
voured, he could not perform. He arrived, however, time 
enough to fave the Mitylenians from utter deftruction, for 
Paches, being a man of great humanity, took a day to con- 
fider the orders he had received, and in that fpace the galley 
arrived which brought him a countermand. The Athenians, 
however, did not wholly pardon the Mitylcniam \ on the con- 
trary, they put a thoufand of the brifkeft of the rebels to the 
fvvord, demolifhed the walls of the city, took away all their 

*Thucyd. Diodor, ubi fupra. 
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fhips divided their lands among themfelves, and let them a- 
gain to the Mitylenians at very high rents. The fame fum- 
mer they made themfelves mailers of the ifland of Minoas, ly- 
ing over againft the territory of Megara\ they feized like- 
wife the port of Nifaa, and fortified it, which acquilitions 
were of mighty importance to them. The Plateaus^ driven 
to the laft extremity, furrendered, and by the judgment of 
the Lacedemonians were, to the number of two hundred, in 
eluding twenty five Athenians? put to death, and their wo- 
men fold for Haves. Such was the end of one of the braveft 
and moft generous people of Greece. Their city was fome time 
afterwards razed by their implacable enemies the Thebans? who 
left only an inn to fliew where it flood. The fame, however, 
of its antient inhabitants moved Alexander the great to rebuild 
it. In this year happened the famous fedition in Corcyra? from 
whence future feditions, when their effects rendered them ter- 
rible, were ftiled Corcyrian. Thucydides hath inferted a very 
copious defcription thereof, its caufes, and confequences, in 
his admirable work ; as far as it relates to the affairs of the 
Athenians i wc are bound to infert a fuccinft relation of it 
here. We have already obferved, that the war waged by this 
ftate againft the Corinthians induced the Peloponnejian war ; 
and in fpeaking thereof we have fliewn, that a great number 
of Corcyrians were carried away prifoners into Peloponnefus y 
where the chief of them were very well treated, though the 
reft were fold for Haves ; the reafon of this conduct of the 
Corinthians was a defign they had formed of engaging thefe 
Corcyrians to influence their countrymen to fide with 
them and their allies ; full of this intent, they treated them 
with all the lenity and tendernefs imaginable, inftilling 
into them by degrees an hatred of democratic govern- 
ment, and a defire of vetting the rule of their ifland in 
their own hands. When it was found that the Corcyrian 
prifoners had thoroughly imbibed thefe principles, they were 
told, that, on condition they would ufe their intereft at home 
in favour of the allies and to the prejudice of Athens? they 
might obtain their freedom. The Corcyrians promifed large- 
ly, returned home, and, which may feem extraordinary, 
endeavoured to perform all they promifed. From thefe en- 
deavours fprung the fedition before mentioned j at firft fuch 
as were for an ariftocracy prevailed, and in right of their 
power cut the throats of fuch as inclined to a democratic go- 
vernment ; they were affifted by the Peloponneftans? but the 
Athenians fending a fleet, and afterwards another fleet, to 
the affiftance of the diftreffed party, the Peloponneftans were 
forced to withdraw j and then the democratic party, taking 
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heart again in Corcyra, revenged themfelves for the injuries 
they had received from the now deprefled faction ; nor 
would they fuffer any notions of religion to reftrain their 
hands, but dragged away fuppliants from the altars to execu- 
tion on the ftanding maxim of all faction, that it was for the 
public good. The worft of all was, that this example once 
fet, almoft all the ftates in Greece felt in their turns the like 
commotions, which were always incited and blown up by a- 
gents from Sparta and Athens, the former pretending to 
fettle ariftocracies every where, and the latter exerting her 
utmoft power to prevent their remaining any where. In 
the midft of thefe momentous affairs, and while they had fo 
many important kufinefl.es on the carpet, the Athenians were 
engaged in a new one, which proved in the end more fatal 
to them than all the reft. It happened thus ; the inhabitants 
of Sicily were fpJ.it into two factions, the one ftiled the Do- 
ric, which had the ftate of Syracuse at its head ; the other the 
Ionic which pwntrd the Leoniines for their chiefs ; the latter, 
conceiving themfelves too weak without foreign aid, applied 
themfelves to Athens, and feiit a cirzen of tiieirs, one Gor~ 
gias, and a great orator, to intrcut it ; never was any mini- 
iter fuited better to his nes;ociation than this man to treat 
with the Athenians-, he was bold, vain, and eloquent, and 
fo tickled the ears of the people by his fine fpecches, that they 
ran headlong into a war with which they had no bufmefs, 
and which they were unable to maintain, while they were 
engaged with the Peloponncfians. Pericles had warned them 
of this at the very beginning of the war; he told them it 
would be as much as they could manage, but that they might 
manage it, if they meddled with nothing elfc, and that their 
fucceeding therein would fix their empire over Greece, and 
fecure Athens in as high a ftate as {he could expe£r, or ought 
to defire. But the people giddy with fuccefs, and hoping at 
once to grafp the empire of Greece and the dominion of Sici- 
ly i rcfolved to aflift the Leoniines, and to that end difpatched 
a fleet under the command of Lachetes and Chabrias ; and, 
as if this new bufinefs had taken up all their thoughts, that 
fleet was hardly failed before they began to equip another. 
The plague, however, made prodigious havock in the midft 
of all thefe great defigns, cutting off this year four thoufam! 
citizens, three hundred knights, and an infinite number of 
meaner people, Diodorus fays, tcnthoufand; he likevvife ac- 
quaints us with what he fuppofes to have been the caufe of 
this diftemper ; he afcribes it chiefly to great rains falling in 
the winter, and a very hot fummer following thereupon, du- 
ring which the Etefum gales or cvcninir breezes were want- 

Vol. VI " Z " ing. 



The Hiftory of the Athenians. Book I. 

ing. The Athenians, however, afcribed it to the pollution of 
the ifle of Delos, by the burying therein dead bodies, which 
they therefore caufed to be removed, and fought to appeafe 
Apollo by various facrifices ; fuch were the events in the fifth 
year of the P eloponnefmn war a . 

At the opening of the next fummcr, Hie Pelcponnefians^ 
under the command of Agis the fon of Arcbidamus king of 
Sparta i invaded Attica, or rather aflembled in order to invade 
it ; for the many earthquakes, which happened at this time 
throughout Greece? alarmed them fo much, that they return- 
ed home without doing any great matter. The war was car- 
ried on in Sicily with various fuccefs ; Carcades, one of their 
generals, being flain, the fole command devolved upon Pa- 
cbes, who difcharged his truft with great reputation. At A- 
thens the people ordered new {hips to be daily fitted out, and 
created new admirals to command them ; among thefe De- 
mofthcKcs gained great reputation, and made himfelf very a- 
grecable to their allies. The Athenians, however, received 
feme check from the /Etolians, but in the winter they thrice 
overthrew the Amlraciotcs, and constrained them to conclude 
a peace with the Acamanians the allLs of Athens \ Eurymedon 
and Sophocles, who commanded in Sicily, gained, as the win- 
ter drew on, fome advantages over the Syracufians, and in 
this year it is remarked that mount /Etna made a greater e- 

ruption than it had done for fifty years; this was the fixth 
year b. 

In the fucceeding fpring, Agis the fon of Arcbidamus in- 
vaded Attica with a great army ; the Athenians, however, fit- 
ted out a great fleet, fending forty fhips to Sicily, and to 
th^ir commanders gave inftru&ions to keep a ftrict eye on 
Corcyra, the inhnbitants of which were under great appre- 
henfions left their exiles fhould make any attempt, or the 
Pcloponnc fians make a defcent with their fleet of fixty gallics 
which was in their neighbourhood. Demojlhencs was fent with 
another fleet to infeft the coafts of Pcloponncfus, he was one 
of the greateft generals of his time, of which he gave evident 
proof in this expedition ; for as the fleet failed by Laconia, 
he took notice of the promontory of Pylus, which was unit- 
ed to the land by a narrow ifthmus, having before it a bar- 
ren ifland about two miles in circumference, in which, how- 
ever, there was a very <j/>od fafc port, all winds being kept 
off, either by the head-land or by the ifle ; thefe advantages 
gave him to apprehend, that a garifon left here would give fo 

a Thucvd. lib. iii. Diodor. Si cu l, lib. xh\ ^Thucyd. 
/;b, iii, Diodor. Sicul. lib. xii 

much 



Chap, i 8. 7 be Hiftory of the Athenians. 



much trouble to the P eloponnefians ^ that they would find it 
more advifable to protect theii own country than to invade 
their neighbours. He propofed therefore to his collegues, 
that they fhould immediately feize it, and fortify it with the 
utmoft expedition - 3 but they, dcfiring rather to fulfil their 
inftruftions than to do extraordinary fervice, for which per- 
haps they might not be thanked, refufcd to follow his advice, 
and infilled upon failing.to Corcyra, according as their orders 
bore. A ftorm arifing obliged the fleet to put into the haven 
in the ifland, where Demq/ibenes revived his perfuafions to 
feize and fortify fo convenient a poft, but in vain ; his col- 
legues ware all of another opinion, fo that he was forced to 
give way; but the matter taking air, the foldiers declared u- 
nanimoufly that they would not quit the place, which they 
immediately fell to fortifying, and in fix days finiihed a 
ftrong wall ; and then the reft of the admirals failing for Cor- 
cyra, Dernq/ibencs was left with five ihips to guard his new- 
raifed fortification. As foon as the news of this event was 
carried to the P eloponnefian army, it was immediately re- 
folved to return back and bcficge Pylas. When they ar- 
rived before the place, they took poflcflion of the harbour, 
and caufed a chofen body of Spartans to take pofTeffion at 
the fame time of the ifland Spbafieria, and thefe precautions 
taken they attacked the Athenian retrenchments with great 
vigour 3 Dernoflhencs and his garifon made a prodigious de- 
fence, and a fleet of forty Athenian (hips arriving in the nick 
of time, offered battle to the P eloponnefian fleet ; but this be- 
ing refufed, becaufe the Lacedemonians were at prefent fet on 
taking Pylus^ the Athenians boldly failed into the harbour, 
broke and funk moft of the veffels therein, and took the reft, 
after which they befieged the Spartans in the ifle, which 
threw the affairs of the P eloponnefians into the greateft difor- 
der. The Lacedemonians fcnt for their magiftpates into the 
camp, which was their cuftom in all great dangers, and they, 
perceiving that no fafety could be wrought for the Spartans 
in Spbatteruiy but by a treaty with the enemy, concluded a. 
truce with the Athenian army, while a hegociation was car- 
ried on at Athens ; the articles of this truce were, that the 
P eloponnefians fhould deliver up all their Chips, on cowdition 
to have them punctually rcftored to them in cafe the treaty 
did not take effect , that neither the Athenians nor they 
ftiould undertake any thing till this negotiation ended fame 
way or other; that a certain quantity of victuals ihould be 
carried daily to the ifland, hut that no lhtp fhould attcir.pt to 
pafs thither by Health ; that the truce fhoukl end 2t the ac- 
tum of the ambafladors, and that, if in the mean time It 
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were broke in any of its articles, it fbould be held utterly 
void in all. The Lacedemonian amhafladors fpoke to the A- 
thenians with great gravity and wifdom ; they fliewed them 
how much for their honour it would be to make a peace at 
their requcft; and in proof of this they urged an argument 
worthy of the Spartans. You have now, faid they, an ad- 
vantage, which whether it be owing to your wifdom, or for- 
tune, maybe difputed hereafter; but if you lay hold of this 
occafion to make a juft and honourable peace, you will fliew, 
that your nation does not acquire advantages by chance, but by 
prudence; whereas if you do not make peace, you will rifque that 
reputation, and even thofe advantages, from the pride of which 
you reject the accommodation we offer. The Athenians in ge- 
neral were inclined to put an end to this troublefome war, but 
Cleon, one of their demagogues, a warm and obftinate man, 
fo wrought upon them, that they infifted on very unreafon able 
conditions, and treated the ambalFadors in fuch a manner, that, 
finding nothing could be done with honour, they withdrew, 
and by their return to the camp put an end to the truce. The 
Peloponncfians then demanded their fbips, but the Athenians^ 
pretending that the truce had beeen infringed, refufed to deli- 
ver them, and thereby kept the poffeflion of fixty good ve/Tels, 
to which they had but a very indifferent title. Hoftilities be- 
ing re-commenced on both Titles, the Lacedemonians attacked the 
Athenian retrenchments at Pylus, while the Athenians renewed 
their all'aults on the Lacedemonians at Sphacleria ; the latter, 
though under all the difcouragements imaginable, behaved 
with great bravery, infomuch, that the bulinefs went on very 
flowly, which gave the people of Athens much uneafinefs. 
They began then to wifh they had embraced the peace, and to 
rail vehemently at Clean ^ who to excufe himfelf faid, that it 
would be Cufv for the general of the forces thev were now fend- 
ing to attack the Spartans in the ifle, and put an end to this 
difputcat once. Nicias ^ who had been appointed to this com- 
mand, laid immediately, that if Clean believed he could do 
fuch great things, he would do well to go thither in perfon ; 
the latter, conceiving this to be meant only to try him, faid, he 
was ready to go with all his heart, whereby Nicias catched 
him, and declared that he had relinquifhed his charge. Cleon 
thereupon faid, modcfHy enough, that he was no general ; but 
Nicias anfwered, he might then become one ; and the people, 
pica fed with thi.s controverfv, held the orator to his word ; 
Clion then advancing, laid, 1 am fo little afraid of the enemy, 
that I will delire but a very final 1 body of troops; and yet, 
in conjunction with thole at Pylus^ I will undertake in twenty 
d.H's either to bring you the Spartans \ou are in fuch pain 

about 
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about, or perifh in the attempt 5 at which the people, little 
expedting fuch things from an orator, fell a laughing. They 
decreed him, however, the troops he defired, and he fet fail 
on this expedition, in which he conduced himfelf with great 
prudence and fortitude ; for he fir ft fent a herald to the ene- 
mies camp, fignifying, that if the Lacedemonians in the ifle 
furrendered at difcretion, a new negociation might be com- 
menced ; but this demand, being looked upon as difhonoura- 
hie to the Lacedemonian ftate, was rejected. He afterwards 
in conjunction with Demofthenes made a defcent upon the 



ifland, and partly by their conduit, and partly by their valour, 
reduced the Spartans to the lail extremity. Clean perceiving 
it to be in their power to cut thefe brave men to pieces, re- 
ftraineJ his Athenians, and fent a herald to inform them, that 
they, might yet yield at difererion \ whereupon the Lacedemo- 
nian commander, who had been the third officer in the army, 
his two fuperiors being killed, demanded a conference with 
the Athenian general;, in which he ueiired leave to fend for 
orders to the Pehpo:incfian camp, but that was rcfufeu ; at 
length die terms offered were accepted, and the prifoners were 
put on board the lhips in order to be conveyed to Athens. 
They had fuftained a fiege of feventy two days, and a terrible 
engagement, wherein they loft one hundred and twenty eight 
per ions out of four hundred and twenty, fo that two hundred 
and ninety two yielded. Clcon, who had been laughed at 
when he made it, performed exactly his promife, pi educing 
the prifoners within the time prefixed, which wonderfully ela- 
ted the people, who in their next ailembly decreed, that thefe 
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prifoners fhould be fafelv kept till a peace ihould be made, un- 
lefs the P cloponueftans ihould in the mean time invade Attica, 
in which cafe they refolved that they ihould be put to death. 
They fent a colony of AL:jJen'nms, who had been cruelly ex- 
pelled out of their own country by the Spartans, to rcpollcfs 
Pylus, and their neighbourhood was fo troubled) me to tlw La- 
cedemonians, that they quickly refolved to fend ambaifadors 
afrefh to Athens, in order if in was poilible to put an end to 
the war. The people of Athens were too much exalted with 
their fuccefs, to treat the Lacedemcniam either with juftice or 
candour, and the ambaffadors of that Heady nation, difdaining 
to be amufed with frivolous pretences, returned without doing 
any thing. This fummcr the Athenians fought the Corinthi- 
ans near the ifthmus ; they fent like wife a fleet to Sicily, which 
fleet had inftrudtions to put in at Corcyra, and to affift the go- 
vernment there again ft the faction which was in the intcrcH nt 
the Lacedemonians ; this they effectually performed, for they 
gave the Corcyrians fuch ailillancr, that the exiles fell into 

their 
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thctr power ; they imprifoncd them, and afterwards drew them 
out by twenty at a time, and put them to death, with all the 
circumftances of rage and cruelty that civil fury could invent 5 
when there were only lixty remaining, they befought the 
Athenians to put them to death, and not deliver them up to 
their countrymen. The Corcyrians> thereupon furrounding 
the place where they were confined, endeavoured to bury 
them under their darts, which throwing thefe unhappy men 
intodefpair, they ftrangled and otherwife deftroyed themfelves 
with their own hands Such was the dreadful end of that mi- 
ferabie feditian, which for fo many years rent this little ifiand, 
and made the Cvrcyrians endure greater evils from themfelves, 
than they had ever felt from any enemy. The Athenians were 
this year fuccefsful in fome other expeditions, which, to avoid 
prolixity, we (hall omit, and refer our readers to the account 
of them in Thucydides. In the winter, a Perfian ambailador 
whofe name was Aria ph erne s y being fent to Lacsdarnm^ was 
intercepted in Thrace and brought prifoner to Athens* His 
letters and inftructions were read, but wacn it was discovered, 
that they no way concerned the Athenians^ he was difrniffed, 
and other ambafladors from Athens were fent with him to 
£pfcfus 9 where, when they came,, they were informed, that 
Jrtaxtrxes the Per/ran monarch waa dead, by which their 
*oinmiffi.on teing determined, they returned home. To- 
wards the end of the year the Athenian: apprehended, that the 
inhabitants of Chios had an intention to defert them 5 they 
therefore fent a fleet thithrr,. with orders that they fhould de- 
anolata their new wails, a method rhcy commonly pra&ifed on 
i'nch occafious. Thcfc were the principal events uf the feventh 

year cf 'the war. 

In the be<r.nntn£ of the etjhth year of the war there hap- 
pence! an cctipfcof the fun, 2$ c fhw;ydi<L's telU us, which was 
followed by aw earthquake. The f.vft maucr of confluence 
the Athenians rcfolved on, vsz± the taking of the ifle of fly- 
thera y fcatcd 011 die coaft of Laccnia> which lay extremely 
convenient for thtm. Nui-ai was chofen to command this 
expedition. This nobtcwm, e?eu in the time of Pericles , 
bail been eminent in the (rate, and enjoyed a great meafure of 
favour with the pcoph\ His qualifications, were not extraordi- 
nary, for though he had much knowledge in military affairs* 
2nd knew perfectly vvclt hew tonei form his duty as a general* 
ypt he was exceeding cautious, fearful of trcfpalELng in the 
(e.ift on his in ft ructions raid timorous to rise Lift degree of 

ending the pt.. pic. Pernio efpecially in hk latter * day 
governed all things with a high hand ; he fo much exceeded 

other? in eloquence, that to. (peak and to pcrfuade were the 

fame 
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fame things with him, and the people, being confident that 
he was a friend to their power and authority, came readily into 
whatever he defircd, Nicias was of another difpofition, and 
therefore he fought to acquire their good will, or rather to 
purchafe it, another way ; he had an immenfe eftate, and he 
laid out a great part of it in beftowing largefles, exhibiting 
plays, (hews, and whatever clfe might pleafe the people, who 
likewife pitied the timidnefi of his temper, and always encou- 
raged him when he had any thing to offer or to propofe to 
them. We have already mentioned his difpute with Cleon as 
to the bufinefsof Pylus ; the fame man was his conftant oppo- 
nent in every thing, which is the lefs wonderful, fmce it is 
evident there was a direfi contrariety both in their tempers 
and interefts. Clean was continually the author of warm and 
violent counfels, a lover of blood, and a vehement enemy of 
the Lacedemonians; whereas Nicias was gentle in his manners, 
advifed moderate meafures, was for treating enemies with cle- 
mency ; and though in all other refpecis he was fearful, yet 
he never diffembled that he wifhed well to the Lacedemonians ^ 
that is, wifhed his countrymen would rather conclude a peace 
with them, than break the power of that ftate and their own 
by obftinately continuing the war. The people, having a 
great opinion of his probity and conduit, appointed him 
general in this expedition into Cytbera, and furnifhed him with 
a ftrong fleet, and a good army. Ninas executed his com- 
miffion pun&ually and fuccefsfully, whereby he gained them 
a very commodious port, and brought the Lacedemonians very 
ill neighbours ; afterwards the Athenians took Thyrea on the 
confines of Laconia-, this place the Lacedemonians had given 
to the inhabitants of the ifle of Mgina when rhey were expell- 
ed by the Athenians, thefe with the Cythereans were fent to 
Athens to abide the judgment of the people ; the former they 
condemned to death, as being the antient- and inveterate ene- 
mies of their ftate and nation, the latter they difperfed for the 
moft part through the iflands under their obedience, and on 
fuch as they left in their own country they tmpofed a very 
heavy tribute. In Sicily^ one Hermocrates of Syracuse perfuaded 
all the inhabitants of that ifland to adjuft their differences a- 
mong themfelves, whereby the Athenian generals were con- 
ftrained to re-embark their forces and return home. There 
were three of them, Pytbodmus, Sophocles , and Eurymsdon ; 
they gave the people a diftinft account of the reafons which 
induced them to quit the ifland, and infilled particularly on 
this, that the Sicilians being reconciled to each other, they 
were in no condition to force them upon other meafures ; 

but the Atkenium> who fcldom Qonfidcrcd any thing where 
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fucccfs was wanting, banifhed two of their generals, and fub- 
jc&cd the third to a very heavy line. The inhabitants of 
Megara, finding thcmfelves exceedingly diitrefled from the 
continual incarlions of the Athenians, and the mifchief done 
by their own exiles, began to have fomc thoughts oi recal- 
ling thofe they hail banifhed, of which when the Athenians 
had notice, they found moans to engage the magi ft rates to 
affift them in quelling the townfmcn. Hippocrates and Dc- 
mofihenes, two famous generals, were employed in this expe- 
dition, wherein the Mcgarians concerned, exactly kept their 
agreement ; the gates were opened, and the Athenians had 
taken poflefiion of the town, if on a fudden lb me of the con- 
fpirators had not alter :d their mind; and gone over to thofe 
who fought to defend it, whereupon the Athenians and their 
friends feized the long walls, and threw up a crofs work a- 
train ft the cif, bending all their force to make themfelves 
matters of Nijaa, or the port, doubting not, that, if they 
had this, Megara would foon fall. The garifon, having no 
magazines of provision, were conftrained to furrender at dif- 
cretion, after which the Athenians inverted the city and 
clofely beficged it. Brajidas the Lacedemonian came quickly 
from Cyrinth to relieve th=? Megirians ; but the citizens, being 
flail divided in their opinions, Ibme iiding with the Athenians , 
fome with the Lacedemonians, would not open their gates to 
any body. In the mean time the Boeotians came with a con- 
siderable army and joined Brajidas, who thereupon engaged 
the Athenians \ but it ended in a drawn battle; at laft, how- 
ever, the Lacedemonian "party prevailing in Megara, thofe 
who fided with the Athenians were many of them obliged to 
withdraw ; after this the exiles returned, and were admitted 
into the city, on their taking an oath to forget all that was 
paft, and not to attempt any thing which might difturb their 
country. But as foon as they were fettled, they forgot then* 
oath, and with it all tendcrnefs for their country, caufed a 
hundred of thofe whom they molt fufpected to be apprehend- 
ed, forced the people to condemn them, and, in confequcncc 
of that judgment, put them all to death. They then changed 
the whole frame of the government, introduced an oligarchy, 
and poiTelled thcmfelves of the (up rente power. The exiles 
of Mityle-ic^ Ibme other Lcfo inns , and a crew of mercenary 
troops, feized Rhetium in Afia, and poilciled themfelves af- 
terwards of Antandrm\ that they might not incumber thcm- 
felves with too many things, they fold the former city to its 
antient inhabitants, and were quickly alter dilpoflcflecl of the 
latter bv the Athenian generals, Demodorus and Arijiidcs\ 
their collogue, whole name was Lamcuhn:, failed to Hera- 
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dea in Pontus) where he pretended to levy tribute ; but the 
Heracleans inllfted, that, as they were fubje£ts to the Per- 
fian king, the Athenians had no right to any fubfidies from 
them. While thefe points were litigating, a land-flood drove 
molt of the Athenian fhips on fliore, and broke them in 
pieces, fo that Lamachus found himfelf unable to a£t either 
by land or fea. The Heracleans, inftead of taking any ad- 
vantage of this accident, affifted the Athenians to the utmoft 
of their power, fo that with much ado Lamachus put his army 
into a condition to march through Ihracia to Chalcedon. 
The Boeotians growing weary of that form of government, 
which lince their league with the Lacedemonians had been in- 
troduced among them, began to cabal with the Athenians, 
and to invite them to aflift in fettling democracies through- 
out J^oeotia-y but this bufinefs was not very profperous, for 
the Thebans and other Boeotians of their party drew together 
a great army under the command of Pantoedat. The A- 
thenians were commanded by Demojlhenes and Hippocrates ; 
at Delium the armies met, and a very bloody engagement en- 
fued, wherein the Athenians were at laft beaten, and all 
hopes of their prevailing in Bceotia taken away, moft of the 
Bcsotians, who leaned to their party, being obliged to for fake 
their country, and to take ihelter in the Athenian territories* 
Thucydides the hiftorian commanded at this time the Athenian 
forces on the coaft of Macedonia, whither the Ldcedemonians 
had fent Brafidas one of their beft generals with a confider- 
able army. He, partly by force, partly by perfuafion, re- 
duced Amphipolis and feveral other places 5 but Thucydides* 
by a quick march, faved lone \ and the Athenians, being ex- 
tremely alarmed at the news of Brajidas's conquefts, fent 
new fupplies of men, mpney, and fhips, in the v/ inter to 
the Macedonian coaft *, but all their care could not prevent a 
mighty defedtion from their intereft in thofe parts, where the 
valour and condu£t of the Lacedemonian chief carried all be- 
fore him. Thefe were the events of the eighth year of the 
war 

In the beginning of the fpring the Spartans made new 
propofitions of peace at Athens, fuppofing that the misfor- 
tunes, which their enemies had met with in Thracs and Ma- 
cedonia, would render them more tradable than they hil 
been before, in which they were not much miftaken ; for thu 
Athenians^ finding that fortune was no more eonftant to 
them than to their enemies, and finding their affairs much 
unfettled by the lofs of Amphipolis, agreed to a truce for 4 
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year, that they might have time to re-eftablifh them. This 
truce Was founded upon the following articles, that both par- 
ties fhould remain in quiet poffeffion of what they held at 
prefent ; that ambafladors, heralds, and all other perfons with 
public chara£ters, fhould have free leave to enter any of the 
ftates, in order to the negotiation of a general peace ; that 
neither party fhould receive or protect deferters ; that all con- 
troverfies fhould be amicably decided, and not by force; 
proceedings at fea were likewife fettled ; and confederates on 
both fides were comprifed in this truce. 1 Immediately on the 
condufion thereof, negotiations were fet on foot for a ge- 
neral peace; but thefe were interrupted, and the Athenians 
thrown into new diforders by an accident in Thrace^ where 
the city of Scions, and the city of Menda revolted to Braft- 
das, who, knowing nothing of the truce, fought to draw o- 
ver Potidcea alfo ; the Athenians pretending that Scione re- 
volted two days after the truce was concluded, clamoured 
loudly thereat, afferting that it was a breach thereof, and 
that both it and Menda fhould bereftored them, which ne- 
gotiations not having the power to effect, an army was fent 
to reduce them ; by this army Menda was recovered, but 
Scione made an obftinate refiftance, whereupon the Athenians 
encompafled it with a wall, and turned their fiege into a 
blockade. The fpring drawing on, the Lacedemonian army, 
under the command of Braftdas, made an attempt upon Po- 
tidcca\ but it mifcarricd, and -the Athenians began to recover 
fome courage in this part of the world. 

The truce expiring on the day of the Pythian games, Clean 
perfuaded the Athenians to fend a great army into Thrace un- 
der his own command ; it conlifted of twelve hundred foot, 
and three hundred horfe, all Athenian citizens, embarked on 
a fleet of thirty gallies. Clean foon after his arrival took the 
city of Tonne ; but he mifcarried in his attempt on Stagyrus, 
which, however, did not difcourage him from falling upon 
Gaiopfas, a colony of the Thajsans, which he took ; after 
which he retired to lone, waiting there for fuccours. Bra- 
fidas, who had an army much inferior to his, obferving that 
Clean was become carelefs, and that his troops did not ob- 
fcrve difcipHne, attacked the Athenians by furprize, and rout- 
ed them with very great flaughter, Clean himfelf flying at laft, 
but not far, a Lacedemonian foldier overtaking and killing him 
on the fpot ; Braftdas was mortally wounded in the begin- 
ning of the engagement, wherein the Athenians loft fix hun- 
dred men, and the Lacedemonians no more than feven. This 
decifive engagement had mighty effedts on both parties, the 

Athenians were' greatly humbled by the lofs of their army, 

and 
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and the Spartans little lefs concerned at.the lofs of their gene- 
ral; besides, the Athenians, in lofing loft the moil 
popular fpeaker amongft them, and the great promoter of the 
war | they therefore grew much more quiet and tradable 
than former}/, and were very ready to hear what the wife 
and prudent ftatefmen amongft them, thought fit to offer in 
their public afjemblies. Amongft the Lacedemonians there 
was likewife a considerable party, at the head of whom was 
PUJionax their king, who declared for peace, and who la- 
boured as hard to effeft it, as Nicias and his party did at A- 
thens. Thefe proceedings induced various negociations, which 
in the end brought on a peace for fifty years between the La- 
cedemonians and Athenians ± on the following conditions: Thac 
a reftitutjon of places and prifoners fhould be made on both 
fides, excepting that Nifaa fhould remain to the Athenians 
who had taken it from the Megarians, and that Plataa fhould 
remain in the hands of the Thebans, becaufe they abfolutely 
would not give it up, The Boeotians, Corinthians, and Me- 
garians, refufed to be included in this peace, but the reft of 
the allies yielded to it, and it was accordingly fworn to at 
Athens in the arichonfhip of Alcaus, ten years after the com- 
mencement of the war ; and as Nicias of all the Athenians 
moft vigoroufly promoted it, fo from him it was called the A7- 
elan peace <*. 

The quiet of Greece was far from being reftored on the 
ceffation of the war ; fuch of the ffates in Peloponnefus as 
were not fatisfied with the terms of peace, began to intrigue 
and negotiate amongft themfelves, and to endeavour to fet 
on foot a new confederacy, the head of which was to be the 
ftate of Argos. The pretence was, that the liberty of Greece 
was in danger from the alliance between Sparta and Athens, 
and as a proof of this they alledged an article in that alliance, 
whereby it was provided, that by mutual confent new condi- 
tions might be added thereto, or any of the old ones altered 
at their pleafure. In the mean time the Spartans found it 
not in their power to perform eqaStly the terms of their trea- 
ty with Athens ; for whereas it was ftipulated, that all places 
taken fhould be reftored, Amphipolis abfolutely refufed to re- 
turn under the Athenian government, fo that all the Lacede- 
monians could do was to withdraw their garifon, and under 
the colour of this, the Athenians on their fide refufed to eva- 
cuate Pylus. The Lacedemonians prefling earneftly to have 
this fortrefs put into their hands, or that at leaft the Helctes 

<* Thucvd. lib. v. Diodor. ubi fupra. Plutarch, in vit. 
Nicias. 
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and Mejfenians might be removed from thence, the Athe? 
nians were at laft prevailed on to grant the latter, and to fend 
thofe who were thus reproved from Pylus to the ifland of 
Cepbalenia. In the winter new negotiations yere entered 
into on all fides, the Lacedemonians fought to induce the 
Boeotians to give up Panttftus and the Athenian prifoners, in 
hopes thereby to recover Pylus j with much ado they brought 
the Boeotians into this, but not till they had thoroughly de- 
ffroyed the fortifications of the city in qiieftion j after which 
it was delivered up. The Athenians on their fide had done 
every thing that could be expe&ed from them, excepting on- 
ly the rendering of Pylus, which they kept as a pledge for 
the Sfartans complying with what they had undertaken in 
that alliance. The demolition of Panaffus therefore gave 
them very great uneafinefs, and induced them to apprehend 
the Lacedemonians had circumvented them, and would in the 
end reconcile themfelves to their old confederates at their ex- 
pence. Thefe difcontents were heightened by the artifices of 
Alcibicdes^ who began now to rival Nicias> and who will 
make fo confidcrable a figure in the fubfequent part of this 
hiftory, that there is a neceffity of our informing the reader 
who and what lie wa§. In point of birth he yielded to none, 
he was the fon of Clinias, the nephew of Pericles, and de- 
fended lineally from Ajax in his perfon he was fo beauti- 
ful, that while a youth he was beloved, and when he grew t|p 
to be a man, he was revered for his extraordinary cojnelinefsj 
his fortune was large, and beyond moft of the nobility in 
Athens \ as to his parts Cornelius Nepos fcems to have dmwi} 
his juft 'character in faying, that nature in him had exerted 
her utmoft force ? fince, whether we confider his virtues or 
his vices, he was diftinguifhed from all his fellow-citizens. 
He was learned, eloquent, indefatigable, liberal, magnifi- 
cent, affabje, and knew exa&ly how to comply with the 
times, that is, he knew how to put on all thefe virtues when 
he thought fit \ for when he gave a Ioofe to his paffions, he 
was indolent,' luxurious, dinolute, extremely addi&ed to 
women, intemperate, and inclined to prophanenefs. It was 
a great advantage to him, that Socrates had a great friend- 
flup for him, or, as the Greeks ftijed it, a love ; for this not 
only corrected his manners, and brought him to the know- 
ledge of many things, of which otherwife he would have 
been ignorant, but alfogave the Athenians hopes of him, and 
kept them from refenting thofe wanton a&s of pride and va- 
nity which he committed whilft a lad ; by his mother's fide 
he was dcfccndcd from the A/cmeonida •, and his anceftors by 

the 



Chap. 18. ' TbiHifiory of the Athenians. 

the father's fide had been always upon good terms with the 
Lacedemonians. Clinics had indeed difclaimed his friendfhip 
with that people, but Alcibiades renewed his title to it, and 
affe&ed to fliew a mighty refpeft to Lacedemonian ftrangcrs. 
But when he obferved the ambafladors of that ftatje applied 
themfelves wholly to Nicias, and his dependants, he refented 
it fo much, that he began inftantly to work upon the people's 
ijiind to their prejudice, giving out, that the Lacedemonians 
were not hearty in their laft treaty, and that Nicias was 
more a friend to them than was confiftent with his duty to 
his country. In proof of the firft, he alledged, that the 
Spartans were now taking meafures for humbling Argos artd 
her allies, that they might afterwards bring down Athens, 
As to the latter, he put his countrymen in mind of the cold- 
nefs Nicias had fhewn when they would have fent him with 
a fleet to make a defcent on Spbafteria ; the iflue of all this 
was, that the people began to entertain a diftruft both of 
their old general and of their new allies. Shortly after this 
came ambafladors from Lacedemon to court the Athenians , and 
to redtify their opinions as to the fincertty of that ftate ; thefe 
minifters at firft applied themfelves to Nicias, who introduced 
them fo the fenate, where they declared they were veftcd 
with full power to adjuft all differences, and to add fuch new 
claufes to the treaty already fubfifting, as might give ample 
fatisfa&ion jo the Athenians. When they retired from thence, 
Alcibiades^ as the old friend of their nation, invited them to 
his houfe, where he expoftulated with them on their attach- 
ing themfelves to Nicias aflfured them of his friendfhip, ano 5 , 
as a proof thereof, advifed them to deny in the general af- 
fembly of the people that they were vetted with full powers, 
under pretence that the acknowledging thereof would induce 
the Athenians to extort unreafonable compliances. When 
therefore the ambafladors came into the forum, Alcibiades 
firft flood up* and afked them whether they had full powers, 
%o which, according to agreement, they anfwered, No. 
Alcihiades turning to the people, faid, 7ou fee, my country- 
men 9 what credit ought to be given to thefe Lacedemonians, 
who deny to you to day what they folemnly affirmed yefterday to 
the fenate / The people upon this abfolutely refufed to hear 
the Lacedemonians fpeak. Alcibiades immediately afterwards 
recommended the caufe of the A^gives, Mantineans, and 
Eleans, who at that time fought the friendfhip of Athens ; 
but before they could come to a conclufion, an earthquake 
happened, which of courfe diflglved the aflimbly. Ac the 
ucxt meeting, Nicias propofed, that he might be fent am- 
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bafiador to Sparta, before any haiih refplutions ware taken, 
which the aflembly complied with ; but when Nicias came 
to Lacedemon, he found there* a party as unreasonable as that 
which he had left at Athens ; for they would not give him. any 
fort of fatisfa<ftion with refpeft to his demands, and only fwore 
anew to the old alliance, merely, that they might feem to do 
fomething for the fake of their old friend. Upon his return 
the Athenians concluded a league with the Argives and the 
other ftates beforementioned for a hundred years, which Al- 
cibiadesy who promoted it, looked upon as a mafter-piece 
in politics, becaufe thereby he had provided a means to keep 
that war at a diftance, in cafe the feuds between Sparta 
and Athens were revived, a thine which was much eafier 
forefeen than remedied. Such were the events of the eleventh 
and twelfth years after the commencement of this Pelnponne- 
fan war e (L). 

The 

e Thucyd. lib. v. Diodor. lib. xii. Plut. in vit. Niciae & 
Alcibiad. 

(L) We thought it neceflary to infert here the league itfelf, as 
it ftands in Tbucydides, for many reafons ; firft, becaufe it enlightens 
the hiftory ; fecondly, for that it (hews the policy of thofe times, 
and that the treaties of the ant ient Greeks were no Iefs perfect and 
explicit than ours ; thirdly, that it might ferve as an authority 
to demonilrate the truth and folidity of this hifiory ; thus it 
runs : 

14 The Athenians and Argives, and Man t means 9 and E leans, for 
" themfelves and for. the confederates commanded by every of 
* fi them, have made an accord for a hundred years, without fraud 
44 or damage, both by fea and land. It fhall not be lawful for the 
1 4 Argives, nor Eleans, nor Adantineans, nor their confederates, to 
44 bear arm3 againlt the Athenians, or the confederates under the 
44 command of the Athenians or their confederates, by any fraud or 
44 machination whatfoever, and the Athenians, Argives, and Man- 
44 tineans, have made league with each other for a hundred years 
" on thefe terms. If any enemy (hall invade the territory of the 
44 Athenians \ then the Argives, Eleans, and Mantineans fhall goun- 
44 to Athens to affiit them, according as the Athenians fhall fend them 
* 4 word to do, in the beft manner they polfibly can. But . if the 
44 enemy, after he have fpoiled the territory, fhall be gone back, 
* then their city (hall be held as an enemy to the Argives $ Eleans, 
4 Mantineans, and Athenians, and war fhall be made againft it by 
4 all thofe cities, and it fhall not be lawful for any of thofe cities 
4 to give over the war without the confent of all the reft. And if 
4 any enemy (hall invade the territory either of the Argives, or of 
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The next famm&jflabiadesj at the head of a confider- 

able army, pafled over into the territory of Argo$ y and from 

thence 
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u the Eleansy or of the. Mantineans, then the Athenians lhall come 
•* into jfrgw, £///, and Mantinea to affift them, in fuch fort a&thofe 
" cities lhall iend them word to do, in the beft manner they pof- 
fibly can. But if the. enemy, after he hath wafted their terri- 
tory, ihail be gone back, then their city lhall be held as an 
enemy both to the Athenians and alfo to the Argives, Eleansj and 
" Mdntineans, and war (hall be made ugairift it by all rhofeciries, 
" and it fliall not be lawful For any of them to give over the war 
agaiwft that city without the confent of all the reft. There (hall 
noanfced jmen be ruffered to pafs through the dominions either 
of rhemfelves, Or 1 of any the confederate* under their feveral 
commands, to make :war in anyplace wharfbever, unlefs by the 
fuffrage of all the cities, Athens 9 Argos t Elis,t 
paffage be allowed. To fuch as come, to affift any of the, otfier 
cities, that city which fendeth {hem lhall giye maintenance for 
" thirty days after they lhall arrive in the city that fen t for them, 
and the like at their going awayi But if they will life the army 
for a longer time, then the city that fent for them lhall find them 
maintenance at the rate of three oboles of jSgina a-day for a 
" man of arias, and of a drachma of JEgina for a horfeman. The 
city which fendeth for the aids lhall lave the leading and com- 
" mahd of them, whilft the war is in their own territory : But if 
" it lhall feem good unto thefe cities to make a war in common, 
" then all the cities lhall equally participate of the command* 
" The Athenians lhall fwear unto the articles both for themfelves 
" . and for their confederates and the Argives, Eleans 9 Mantineans, 
*' and the confederates of thefe,' lhall every one fwear unto them, 
" city by city, and their oath lhall be the greateft that by cuftom 
" of the feveral cities is ufed, and with moft perfeft hofts, i. e. 
V beafls offered in lacrifice, and in thefe words : 

" I will Hand to this league according to the articles thereof, 
" jultly, innocenttyT and fincerely, aiid not tranfgrefs the fame 
" by any art or machination whatfoever. 

" This oath lhall be taken at Athens by the fenate and the oin> 
" cers of the commons, and adininiftred by the Prytanes. At 
Argot it fliall be taken by the fenate, and the council of eighty, 
and by the Arty nor, and adminiltred by the council of eighty. 
At Mantinea it lhall be taken by the procurators of the people, 
" and by the fenate, and by the reft of the magiftrates, and ad - 
" miniftered by the Theori and by the tribunes of the foldiers. 
" At Wis it lhall be taken by the procurators of the people, and 
by the officers of the treafury, and by the council pf fix hundred, 
and adminiftered by the procurators of the people, and by the 

This oath lhall be renewed by the Me. 
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thence to Patres ; he laboured at both places to perfuade 
them to build walls to the fen, that fo they might* the more 
eafilv receive affiftance from the Athenians. The Patr&ans^ 
thinking to (hew their wifdom and forefight, expoftulated 
with Alcibiade^ telling him, that if they took his advice, 
the Athenians might in time fwallow them up. I do not 
know, anfwefed he, but they may, yet they muft begin at 
the feet and eat you by degrees, whereas, if the Lacede- 
monians are your enemies, they will begin at the head and 
devour you all at once. The Argives thought this year to 
have made themfelves matters of Epidaurus y but were hinder- 
ed by the Lacedemonians putting a garrifon into it of three 
hundred men, whereupon the Athenians brought back the 
Helotes and Mejfenians^ and refettled them in Pylus ; thus all 
the preparatives for war were made this year, which was 
the thirteenth after the beginning of that ftiled the Pelopon- 
nefean^ yet no a&iori was undertaken therein f. 

The next fummer the Spartans drew together a very 
great army, which, under the command of Agis their king, 
entered the territory of Argos 9 where the confederate army 
lay ; but, as the engagement was about to begin, a truce was 
fuddenly clapped up by two of the Argive generals, and the 
king of Lacedemon^ for which none of them received thanks, 
but, on the contrary, were extremely ill-treated by their 
rdpe&ive citizens. Some fhort time after, an Athenian ar- 
my, confiding of a thoufand foot and three hundred horfe, 
arrived at Argos 9 whereupon the Argives renounced the truce 
with Lacedcmon and began the war again. The Athenian 

f Thucyd. Diodor. Plut. ubi fupra. 

" mans, who fhall go to Elis, and to Manttnea, and to Argot, 
" thirty days before the ofympie games, and by the Argives, Eleans, 
" and Mantineans, who fhall come to Athens ten days before the 
" Panathenaan holy days. The articles of this league and peace, 
" and the oath (hall be inferibed in a pillar of ftone by the Athe- 
nians in the citadel ; by the Argives in their market-place with- 
44 in the precinct of the temple of Apollo ; and by the Mantineans, 
in their market-place Within the precinct of the temple of Jupi- 
" ter ; and at the ofympie games now at hand, there fhall be ereft- 
" ed jointly by them all a braien pillar in ofympia (with the fame 
" hfcription). If it fhall feem good to thefe cities to add any thing 
" to thefe articles, whatfoever fhall be determined by them all 
" in common council, the fame fhall ftand good (92). 

(92) Thucyd. de Bell. Pelop. lib, v. 
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troops were commanded by Paches and Nicoftraius^ but Ai- 
cibiades was in it as a voluntier without command \ he it was 
who perfuaded the Arghes to hefiege Orchomcnu^ and foon 
after Tegea \ but the career of their victories was loon flopped, 
for Agis king of Sparta * at the head of a great army, came 
to give them battle ; it was fought in the neighbourhood of 
A'lantinea, and is very accurately defcribeJ by Thucydides ; 
in it the ArgiveSy and their confederates were at firft victori- 
ous in' one wing,, but the Lacedemonians, prevailing in the cen- 
ter and in the other wing afterwards, hemmed in the Argivts, 
and defeated them alfo, gaining 'thereby a glorious victory, 
in right of which they erecled a trophy. The £ leans and A- 
t : :eniaus, however, after ; this battle in vefted Epidaurus, and 
threw up intrenchments around it $ in the winter a ftrong 
party in Argos joining with the Lacedemonians, that city broke 
off her league with Athens, and renewed it with Spat ta for 
fifty years ; in confequence of which the Ar gives abolifhed 
democracy, which city hitherto had fubfifted in their, and to com- 
pliment their new allies, not only let up an ariftocracy a- 
mong,^hemfelves, but affiled the Lacedanonians with a con- 
fiderable body of troops, to force tfec Sicyoxiam upon the 
fame raeafure: thus ended the fourteenth year of the Pelo- 
ponneftan war, which was now opened again with circumftan- 
ces more dangerous than before. 

In the very next fummer, Argos changed her party again, 
for falling into an early diflike or ariftocracy, which to thofe 
who were free before feemed little better than a tyranny^ 
they fell upon the Lacedemonians in their city, and upon fuch 
of their own citizens as they thought were of their party, 
and having killed fome and banifhed others, they renounced 
their new-made league with Sparta, and renewed their old 
one with Athens. They likewife began to follow the advice 
which Alcihiades had given them, and with indefatigable 
induftry wrought on the long walls which were neceflary to 
join their city with the fea. The Athenians, in the mean 
time, being convinced that Perdiccas king of Macedonia had 
betrayed them, and been the chief occafion that their expedi- 
tions againft the Cbalcidians and the city of Amphipolis had 
mifcarried, renounced their league with him, and declared 
war againft him. Thefe were the events of the fifteenth 

year ». 

Alcihiades at the beginning of the next year came with a 
fleet of twenty {hips into the territories of Argot, to aflift 
his friends and to put an end to the difputes which reigned in that 

13 Tiivcvd. Dionon. &Plvt. ubi fupra. 
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thence to Patrce ; he laboured at both places to perfuade 
them to build walls to the fea, that fo they might the more 
eafilv receive affiftance from the Athenians. The Patraans, 
thinking to (hew their wifdom and forefight, expoftulated 
With Alcibiadesy telling him, that if they took his advice, 
the Athenians might in time fwallow them up. I do not 
know, anfwefed he, but they may, yet they muft begin at 
the feet and eat you by degrees, whereas, if the Lacede- 
monians are your enemies, they will begin at the head and 
devour you all at once. The Ar gives thought this year to 
have made themfelves matters of Epidaurus^ but were hinder- 
ed by the Lacedemonians putting a garrifon into it of three 
hundred men, whereupon the Athenians brought back tne 
Helotes and MeJJenians, and refettled them in Pylus ; thus all 
the preparatives for war were made this year, which was 
the thirteenth after the beginning of that ftiled the Pelopon- 
nefian^ yet no adlion was undertaken therein f. 

The next fummer the Spartans drew together a very 
great army, which, under the command of Agis their king, 
entered the territory of Argos, where the confederate army 
lay ; but, as the engagement was about to begin, a truce was 
fuddenly clapped up by two of .the Argive generals, and the 
icing of Lacedemon, for which none of them received thanks, 
but, on the contrary, were extremely ill-treated by their 
respective citizens. Some fhort time after, an Athenian ar- 
my, confiding of a thoufand foot and three hundred horfe, 
arrived at Argos^ whereupon the Argives renounced the truce 
with Lacedcrnon and began the war again. The Athenian 

f Thucyd. Diodor. Plut. ubi fupra. 

" mans, who fhall go to Elis, and to Mantinea y and to Argos, 

" thirty days before the olympic games, and by the Ar gives, E leans, 
and Mantineans , who (hall come to Athens ten days before the 

11 Panathenaan holy days. The articles of this league and peace, 

* c and the oath fhall be inferibed in a pillar of ftone by the Atbe- 

Kt nians in the citadel ; by the Argives in their market-place with- 
14 in the precinct of the temple of Apollo ; and by the Mantineans , 

,c in their market-place Within the precinct of the temple ofjupi- 

44 ter ; and at the olympic games now at hand, there fltall be erect - 

" ed jointly by them all a brazen pillar in olytnpia (with the fame 

" irifcription). If it fhall fcem good to thefe cities to add any thing 

44 to thefe articles, whatfoever fhall be determined by them all 

*' in common council, the fame fhall ftand good (92). 

(92) Thucyd de Bell. Pclop. lib. v. 
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troops were commanded by P aches and ISiicoJlratuSj but ./£> 
cibiades was in it as a vol untie r without command ; he it was 
who perfuaded the A v gives to hefiege Orcho?no:us y and loon 
after Tegea \ but the career of their victories was loon flopped, 
for Agis king of Sparta 9 at tlie head of a great army, came 
to give them battle ; it was fought in the neighbourhood or 
A'Lintinea 9 and is very accurately defcribed by Thucy d'ules ; 
iii it the Argives^ and their confederates were at firft victori- 
ous in one wing* but the Lacedemor.'uvis^ prevailing in the (.en- 
ter and in the other wing afterwards, hemmed in the Arg':vt$, 
and defeated them alfo, gaining 'thereby a glorious victory, 
in right of which they erected a trophy. The £ leans and A- 
r •.V;/:V/:x, however, after this battle inverted Epidaurns^ and 
threw up intrenchments around it \ in the winter a ftrong 
party in Argos joining with the Lacedemonians^ that city broke 
off her league with Athens ^ and renewed it withSp^jta for 
hfty years ; in confequence of which the Argivcs aboliflbed 
eemocracy, which city hitherto had fubiiited in their, and to com- 
pliment their new allies, not only let up an ariftocracy a- 
mong.^henifelves, but aifilted the Lacedemonians with a con- 
fiderable body of troops, to .force tke Sicyor.ians upon the 
frmemea'fure: thus ended the fourteenth year of the Pelo- 

•pennefian war, which was now opened again with circumftan- 
ces more dangerous than before. 

In the very next dimmer, Argos changed her party again, 

for falling into an early diflike or ariftocracy, which to thofe 

who were free before feemed little better than a tyranny, 

they fell upon the Lacedemonians in their city, and upon fuch 

cf their own citizens as they thought were of their party, 

and having killed fome and baniflied others, they renounced 

their new-made league with Sparta^ and renewed their old 

cne with Athens, They likewife began to follow the advice 

which Alcihiades had given them, and with indefatigable 
induftry wrought, on the long walls which were ncceflary to 

join their city with the fea. The Athenians ^ in the mean 
time, being convinced that Perdiccas king of Macedonia had 
betrayed them, and been the chief occafion that their expedi- 
tions againft the Chalcidians and the city of Amphipolis had 
mifcarried, renounced their league with him, and declared 
war againft him. Thefe were the events of the fifteenth 
\ car 

Alcihiades at the beginning of the next year came with a 
fleet of twenty flnps into the territories of Argos^ to aflift 
his friends and to put an end to the difputes which reigned in that 
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city \ in order thereto, he caufed three hundred of the inha- 
bitants, who were fufpe&ed of favouring the Lacedemonians 
to be feized and carryed away ; after which they failed to the 
ifland of Melos, which, though but fmall and of inconfidera- 
ble force, had always acted with inflexible obftinacy againft 
the Athenians ; the general contented himfelf with befieging 
the capital; and when he found that the reduction thereof would 
be a work of time, he turned the fiege into a blockade, and, 
having a confiderable body of forces in his lines here, return- 
ed to Athens, Philocrates the fon of Endemus, being after- 
w irds fent with fupplies to the campjbefore Melos, he reduced the 
place to fuch diftrefs, that the inhabitants yielded at difcretion ; 
whereupon the Athenians put every man who was able to bear 
arms to the (word, and carried the women and children cap- 
tives to Athens. Thucydides and Plutarch » both mention this 
extraordinary a<5t of feverity, but they differ pretty much 
villi refpecT: to the circumftances attending it ; Thucydides 
/peaks of this as the acT: of the general and his army, provok- 
ed by the obftinate defence of the inhabitants of Melos ; Flu- 
torch fays, it was done by virtue of a decree of the people of 
Athens, which, if it was not propo r ed, was at leaft promoted, 
by Alcibiades ; Diodorus Siculus relates this fact alfo, but ge- 
nerally, and without any circumftances at all. The Atheni- 
ans from Pylus made various incurfions into Laconia, which 
the Lacedemonians did not refent as a breach of the peace, 
but gave leave only to their fubje&s to make rsprifals on the 
Athenians. As to affairs in Macedonia they received no ve- 
ry material alteration, except that the Athenians made fome 
incurfions into the territories of king Perdiccas ; thel'e were 
the events of the fixteenth year of the war*. 

Thf Athenians determined in the beginning of this year to 
fend a fleet and a great army into Sicily y the occafion was this ; 
the Egijlims^ conceiving tbemfelves exceedingly ill-treated b\ 
their countrymen, fent to defire aid from the Athenians \ 
their ambafladors arrived the year before, but as no refolution 
was taken, or at leaft put in execution, till now, we thought 
it prrncr to give the whole ftory at once. Alcibiades and his 
faction were of opinion, that this was a very happy conjuncture, 
and that the Athenians oujht readily to embrace an opportu- 
nity of conquering Sicily, for with them, to invade and to 
corqucr were lyiionymous terms, that from thence they might 
paiis o\xr to J/ricj and reduce Carthage and Libya under their 
dominion; after which they intended to conquer Italy. Peo- 
ple of Jen ft law the madnefr of thefc fchemcs, but durft not 
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oppofe them i Nicias alone, though he was held the moft ti- 
morous man in Athens, had the courage to oppofe both the 
nobility and the people, and to fet all things forth in their true 
light. He faid, that Athens had already as much work upon 
her hands as fhe could do, that a breach with Sparta was ine- 
vitable, that the war muft of confequence be carried on in 
all parts of Greece, and that fleets and armies fufficient for 
this purpofe would try the utmoft ftrength of Athens. That 
Sicily was not fo eafy a conqueft as many apprehended, fincc 
it was a very populous ifland, and its inhabitants remarkable 
both for prudence and valour. That the Carthaginians, who 
we;c by far more powerful than the Athenians, had in vain at- 
tempted to reduce this ifland, and that in cafe the Athenians 
could prevail, it would be found no eafy tafk to preferve their 
conqueft, againft the united power of the Sicilians and all their 
other enemies in Greece^ His difcourfe, however, had no 
manner of weight, the Athenians, deluded by their own am- 
bafladors, who reported ftrange things of the wealth of the 
Egiftines, decreed, that 1 fleet fbould be fent to their affiftance 
with a land-army on board, naming Nicias for the general, 
and giving him Alcibiades and Lamachus for his collegues. 
Nothing" could give greater uneafinefs to any man, than this 
nomination did to Nicias \ he reprefented the expence of ihe 
war, in hopes that it might deter his countrymen from en- 
gaging in it, but in vain ; they cut off all objections of that 
fort, by giving the generals abfolute authority to do whatever 
fecmed to them moft proper for the fervice of the ftate. While 
thefe preparations were making, an accident happened which 
put the whole city in confulion \ the Henna:, i. e. the Jiatues 
of Mercury, of which there were a multitude in and about the ci- 
ty, were all of them defaced in one night ; nor could the au- 
thors of this fait be difcovered, notwithftanding a procla- 
mation offering impunity and reward to the informer ; yet, 
in confequence of a claufc therein, inviting any perfon, of 
what condition foever, to difcover former facrileges, fome 
fervants and flaves depofed, that a long time before, certain 
young men heated with wine had ridiculed fome ieligious myf- 
tcries, and that Alcibiades was amongft them his enemies, 
catching at this, commenced a profecution againft him, to 
which Alcibiades readily offered to anfwer, aflerting his inno- 
cence, and protefting againft accufations brought in his abfence; 
but his enemies, being determined to deftroy him, procured 
others to move, that for the prefent he fhould have licence to 
depart on his command, and that after his return a day of trial 
fhould be afligned him , to which propofition he very unwill- 
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ingly was forced to accede. The fleet equipped on this occa 
fion confiftcd of a hundred gallies, but they were better, and better 
provided, than any the Athenians had ever fent tofea before, and 
when joined by their allies at Corcyra, made up a hundred and 
thirty four gallics ; of heavy-armed troops there were five 
thoufand one hundred, of which fifteen hundred were Athe- 
7iian voluntiers. This great fleet ftaid fome time at Corcyra 
in order to fend fomc light frigates to the coaft of Sicily, and 
to take proper meafures wij^iitheir allies for the debarkment 
of the forces. At Corcyra t\m generals differed ; Nicias, who 
never had any opinion ofihe war, finding that their confederates 
weie far lefs powerful than they had been reprefented, inclin- 
ed to fend only a fquadron of iixty fhips to th ir relief. Al- 
cibiadcs alleda'ed, that it would be highly diflionourable for 
the Athenians after fitting out a fleet at fuch an immenfe ex- 
pence, to content thenifclves with fending only a part of it 
to perform what the whole was defigned for 5 Lamachus dif- 
fered in opinion fri m them both ; he faid, that, their allies 
being no longer to be depended on, they ought now to confi- 
der what could be done againft their enemies ; and as an ar- 
my was alwiys moft tenible at firft, before the minds of the 
foldiers vvcie uifcouraged by hardlhips and fatigues, he gave 
hi , \ .;tc fur failing dircdjy for Syracufe, landing their troops as 
near it us pofiible, and giving the enemy battle under their 
own wr.lls j at lait, however, he came over to the opinion of 
Alcibiadcs^ after which the fleet failed for Sicily^ where the 
a.rny was> landed, and with much ado took pofleffion of Cata- 
from thence they made fomc excurfions, but with little 
fuccefs. But long they had not been in this ifland before or- 
ders from Athens arrived, dire&inp; Alcibiadcs to return and 
abide his trial, the city being all in an uproar on the old affair 
of defacing the Mercuries. It was a ffate-trick plaid off by 
the enemies of Alcibiadcs to ruin the mighty inter eft he had in 
/lihciu : to the lame end thev gave out, that he had entered 
i;ilo a cenfpiracy to betray the city to the Lacedemonians^ and 
that he had perfuaded the Ar gives to undertake fomething to 
their prejudice. It was therefore determined to put him to 
death upon his return, but it being apprehended, that thecau- 
fing him to be aneftcd in fight of his army might produce 
[Meat commotions therein, thofe who were fent to bring him 
lumc were ordered to treat him with great decency, and not 
to di (cover by any means the fever c resolution taken again ii 
him. They executed their commhlion very exact 1 v, fo that 
Alcibiadcs and thofe of his arm}', who were accufedas well as 
he, had not any fufpicion ; but in the courfe of their voyage, 
withering from the fcamen funevv hat of what was intended, 
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and being informed, that a perfon out of fear of death had 
ackowledged himfelf guilty and impfeached them, they wifely 
determined not to truft an enraged and fuperfiitrous multitude, 
but to provide for their own fafety, by withdrawing &s foonas 
they had an opportunity; which offering itfelf quickly after, 
they gave their convoy the flip, and retired to fuch parts of 
Greece* as, out of hatred to the Athenians* were molt like 
to give them fbelter ; as for Alcibiades* he afterwards went 
to Sparta *\ and was well received there. The army in Sicily 
took this proceeding very heavily, however, the command 
devolving on Nicias* he managed it the beft he could, as well 
for the fake of his own honour, as from the appreh?nfions 
he was under of being accufed, in cafe any accident happen- 
ed ; for, having a juft idea of the temper cf his countrymen, 
he aVeaded above all things a profecution before the people, 
who heard accufations willingly, and believed the moft juft de- 
fences but flowly. By a ftratagem he and his collegue La- 
machus brought their army near Syracufc* and afterwards en- 
gaged the inhabitants of that city to make a fally, wherein 
they fuffered fome lofs, and grew in great fear of an enemy 
whom hitherto they had in a manner defpifed ; the Athenians, 
however, retired, and took their winter-quarters at Catana. 
In the interim the Syracujians, by the advice of Her mo cr at as* 
lent deputations to Sparta and Corinth to defire aid againft the 
Athenian s*while in the mean time themfelves wroughthardin re- 
pairing the fortifications of their city, and in laving wafte the coun- 
try in the neighbourhood of the Athenian camp. The moderati- 
on of Niciasvitid the complacency of Lamachus* a well-difpo- 
fed man and an excellent officer, but little efteemed by the 
Athenian people becaufe he was poor, drew many of the ci- 
ties of Sicily to fide with them, fo that at laft the ifland was 
divided into two factions, the one friends, the other enemies, 
to the ftate of Athens. As for the Syracttjians* who were at 
the head of the latter, they depended chiefly on ti e fuccours 
they had demanded from Greece ; the Corinthians readily pro- 
mi fed and fent them afimance, and alfo lent ambafladors to 
Sparta to co-operate with thofe whom the Syracuftans had font 
thither ; but the Spartans* not caring to offend the Athens - 
ans further, hefitated much at their proportions, till Alcibia- 
des informed them of the Athenian deligns ; then they dif- 
patched Gylippus with a fmall body of troops to affift the Sy- 
racttfians, and at the fame time determined to renew the war 
vwrh Athens* and to invade Attica itfelf; this was the fir ft flep 
to the ruin of Athens* for by the perfuaiion of the fame pc: - 
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which hindered the inhabitants of Athens from returning to 
their farms when the enemy was withdrawn, cut off their 
fupplies from their filver mines at Laurium, and fcrved as a 
receptacle for all the malecontcnts,. and indeed for all the : 
banditti in the neighbourhood. It is ftrange, that this was- 
never thought of before, and that it fhould be refolved .on 
now at the recommendation of Alcibiades, who in a fhort time 
had gained as great or greater credit at Sparta than he had 
ever at Athens. He procured this confidence by addi&ing, 
himfclf to their cuftoms, by conforming to them in his- drefe 
and manner of living, and in fhort by throwing off every 
thing which feemed to fpeak him an Athenian, and going 
jinore heartily than any of the Lacedemonians themfelves did 
into fuch meafures as had a diredl tendency to their deftruc- 
don* Towards the end of the year, the army in Sicily being 
much weakened, the generals fent to demand a fupply of mo- 
ney and horfemen, which the Athenians readily decreed ; this 
was the feventeenth year after the commencement of the Pe- 

loponnejian war*. 

Nicias, having received the fuccours he demanded, failed 
to Syracufe, where he had feveral rencounters with the towns- 
men,, but had the better of them in all ; the Athenian fleet 
jailing into the haven of Syracufe> a very brifk a<Sion happen- 
ed, in which Lamachus was killed y after which Nicias, cauf- 
ing new works to be thrown up before the place, ftraightened 
the Syracuftans fo much, that they thought of capitulating,, 
but in the interim Gylippus with his Spartan fuccours arrived* 
In Greece, the Athenians, in fupport of their allies the Ar- 
givesy invaded the territory of : Epidaurus, and thereby open- 
ly broke the truce which had hitherto, though in a doubtful 
.manner, fubfifted between them and the Lacedemonians. 
Gylippus, by dint of conduA* defeated the defigns of Nicias 
agafnrt Syraatfe, who notwithstanding began to form new 
£rojc£ts, and to exert his utmoft (kill, though in a very 
had ftatc of health, for furthering the Athenian affairs in that 
idand. New fupplies were in the mean time decreed to him 
4tkens, Demojihcncs and Eurymedon being joined in com- 
- ::iion with him : the latter failed in the midft of winter 
ivnh tengaliies and a great Aim of money into Sicily. De- 
r. Athene?, i emaincd behind, being employed in providing all 
filings ncccfiary far a great fleet, which was to be fent thither 
in the fpring. A fmall one in the mean time, confiding of 
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twenty gallies, was fent to cruize on the coaft of Pdopon- 
nefus 9 and thefe were all the remarkable things which happen- 
ed in the eighteenth year of the war k . 

Early in the fpring, Agis king of Sparta , at the head of 
a very numerous army of Lacedemonians, Corinthians, and 
other nations of Pelopovnefus, invaded Attica, and, according 
to the advice which Alcibiadcs had given, feized and fortified 
Decelea, which ftood at an equal diftance from Athens and the 
frontiers of Boeotia. In the mean time the Athenians (eemedkis 
concerned for their own fafety than for their conquefts in Si- 
cily ; for they ordered a fleet of thirty (hips to be equipped for 
fpoiling the coafts of P eloponnefus , at the fame time that they 
fent Demojlbenes with fixty of their own gallies, and five be- 
longing to .the ifland of ' Chios, to fupportiV/V/ffJ, and to carry on 
effectually .the war again ft the Syracufians ,who about this time 
received a powerful fuccour from the P cicponnefiatis . When 
Demojlhenes arrived, he found things in a very declining way, 
Nicias having fometime before fuftained fomc lofs at fea, 
wherewith himfelf and his army were much difpirited, though 
it had been occafioned chiefly by the warmth of other com- 
manders, who paid too little regard to the general's orders* 
Demojlhenes^ who commanded the fupply, affe&ed to cenfure 
Nicias** conduft, as if he had wanted activity, and was not 
at all defirous of carrying on the war ; to fliew therefore of 
how different a difpofition himfelf was, he would caufe Epi- 
pola to be attacked, and that too in the night, which was 
accordingly done, but with very bad fuccefs 5 for all fpeak- 
ing the fame language, they were unable to diftinguifh foe 
from friend, fo that a mighty flaughter happened, which ex- 
ceedingly weakened the Athenian fleet. Demojlbenes was 
then for failing away as faft as pofliblc, conceiving that, fincc 
himfelf could do nothing, there was nothing to be done in 
Sicily ; Nicias on the contrary infilled pofitively on conti- 
nuing the ficge, Eurymedon joined with Demojlhenes, but 
Nicias could not he prevailed on to depart from his fentiment; 
which was, that the Athenians, having once fat down before 
a town, ought not to rife without taking it. The true mo- 
tive, however, to his ohftinate behaviour was his old appre- 
henfions of the people of Athens ; he remembered how they 
• banifhed two generals for coming from Sicily before, though 
they had all the rcafon in the world for what they did; he 
chole therefore to truft fortune, ficknefs, and the enemy, 
rather than the people of Athens. Yet when they received 
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Certain intelligence, 'that Gylippus, . with a body '?{ : Spdtibfa 

tfiat it was fit to' "depai^'and -imniea^-^ere^i^, 
Ttrere htued to «r%.j but fuft as rfey w$» ^M^; 

rife, an ecliprbf^ 

who was a very fuperftitious inan, fo : pu<3£ "juai; ;Be',#d&rd[. 
• heeds keep the army there feVen and.;<Wenry^ days jon^ei: 
The'SyracMans, as fooh as they were Tnf^fed of "tly^:' at- 
tacked ^Jtbemcm capip, and proyoJ^CthoSi "to: fight bbtft' 
. Bflahd and Tea.' At'lait a j&vSi " ^g^^fi^n^ ' itf 
which Eurymedon was flain : : ari(f lEhoueh ' Gylippus and his. 
fijuadfon were beaten, in cbjafeqiieiice of which tm ' Jlhe^ 
man's -erefred a 'trophy," yet tKey hsid ^fjarently the Wofft of 
it, fince the Syracujians and their allies immediately bent all* 
their, endeavours to fhu't them-up in the port. * Nicias and 
Dhtiibfthenes- feeiria; the miferable "condition in which they 
were, concluded- at lauV to draw fheir fortes into a fmailier 
camp nearer their £hip^, that they might be at hand to affift 
euchbther; arid' when this was dori'e^ they refolved to yen- 
tiire another engage iiiehr a tfea^ inhbpes of breaking ^ 
but .In cafe" they weWfd urifbrtiiriate as to fail therein, they* 
determined with thdmfelves to Burn their ^ffeIs,'aiid 't6'inaVch' 
over land to Catana'i~acc6r<#rig tfcT this refolutioh they , at- 
tacked the Syracujians ill flie : mouth of the-haven with won- 
cferful bravery arid refpliitipn, the land armies being IpeiStatbrs 
on both fides; This ^as the moft^blobdt; battle, ahd % &r 
the iribft obiftinatrwWcK the . Alhenl^^^i^t fought V . ift ^ , 
they furik and , burn^ many of the ; enfe'mies : jffeeti- bill;,, were 
tfiemfelves fb miicn wakened, that thpugh the generals re- 
folved to hazard another' engagement,^ yet; the men abfplute- 
ly refufed to go bri board, alledgirig, that it was impoflible 
for them to undergo two fervices at once. It was thereupon 
determined to retire the next night by land, which if they 
had done, it is very probable they itiight have efcaped j but 
being deceived by the induftry of Hermocrates^ they put it off 
till the third day after. Nicias with his troops led th6 van, De- 
vtojlhcnes brought up the rear, but the Syracujians prefled fo 
hard upon them, that DemoJIbenes was forced to halt, where- 
upon he drew up his forces in order of battle ; but, the Syra- 
cuftans furrounding him, and many of his men beginning to de- 
fert, he thought fit to capitulate, and having ftipulated that 
none of his men fliould be put to death on any pretence 
whatfoever, lie and his troops to the number of fix thoufand 
yielded up their arms and became prifoners. The next day 
the Syracujians overtook Nicias, who thereupon encamped 
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on an eminence* and difpofed all things for making thebcffc 
defence he could 3 Gylippas immediately fent to inform him 
that Demoftbenes had furrendered, and advifed h?m to do the 
like, which he refufed ; but he offered to give hoftages for 
the repayment of the expence of the war to the Syracufians, 
if they would fuffer him and his army to retire ; but this was 
refufed him, whereupon he continued his march fighting as he 
went, till he arrived at the river Jfinarus, where thefoldiers, 
throwing themfelves in without any order, miferably deftroy- 
ed each other, and were at the fame time killed without mercy 
by the enemy,fo that they perifh'ed by hundreds,without mak- 
ing any effort for their lives. Nictas himfelf furrendered toGy- 
lippus. When the Syracufians returned to the city ,the Sicilian s 
prefled violently to have the generals put to death, which the 
Lacedemonians, and cfpecially Gylippus, oppofed as much as 
they were able, out of generofity with regard to Demoftbenes y 
who was the moft bitter enemy of the Spartans, and who, 
as we have before fhewn, projected the feizing of Pylus ; out 
of gratitude with refpe£t to Nicias, who had ever been a friend 
to tacedemon, and who had been the chief author of the 
peace. At lait, if we may believe Tliucydides, the Syracu- 
fians prevailed, and Nictas and Demoftbenes were put to death. 
Plutarch fays, they killed themfelves in prifon (M). Of the 

foldiers 

(M) The character and fervices of Nictas are fufficiently fettled 
in the text ; here therefore we fhail fpeak only of his misfortunes, 
which were derived from the fear of the people and his fuperftition ; 
he carried with him into Sicily one Stilbides a philofopi.er, vvho had 
weaned him from many of his follies, and had poflibly faved h:m 
at laft, if he had lived ; but happening to die fometime before the 
laft defeat ixSyracufe, Nicias had nobody about him who co'.ild ac- 
count for an eel ipfe of the moon; for as to eclipfes* of the fun, 
Pericles had put their being ominous out of every body's hend by 
an a&ion mentioned in note K. In their laft retreat, Nicias in the 
midftof his misfortunes behaved with the greateft dignity and com- 
pofure ; after he was taken prifoner, perceiving that the Syracufians 
continued frill to maflacrehis foldiers, chough they were abfohi rely 
in their power, he threw himfelf at the feet of Gylippur, whom he 
add reffed in thefe words : In the ?nidfl of wifiory y O Gylipp'.is, 
fuffer your felf to be touched with fity, not of me, whom anexcefs cf 
mifery has made famo us, but of thofe tmhappy Athenians Confide- 
that fortune is never fo changeable as in war, ami do not' forget ho>-jj 
the Athenians, whenever they got the better cf the Laccdcmo.vans, 
always ufed their <viclories <witb moderation and generofity. 7'Iil" La* 
cedemonian, moved at this, raifed up Nicias, and gave orders th i: 
:he /laughter mould ccafe, but' thole orders were very indiflfcrcni \y 
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fbldiers who were made prifoners, numbers were put to death, 
many fent to work in the quarries, and a very few returned by 
Health to the fea-ports, and from thence made their efcape to 
Athens. This was the end of the Sicilian war, wherein the 
Athenians lofl: not only the conqueft they aimed at, or that re- 
putation which they had fo long maintained, but their fleet, 
their army, and their generals. When advice of thefe lofles 
came to Athens^ they were for a long time not believed ; but 
when the thing could be no longer doubted of, they grew very 

obeyed, many hundreds being killed afterwards. Authors differ 
exceedingly about the melancholy cataftrcphe of this great man. 
Tbucydides fays, that the Syracufians 9 againft Gylippus's will, put 
Nieias and Demojlhenes to death, or, as the word literally fignifies, 
cut their throats. Plutarch tells us, that one Timaus wrote, that 
Bermocrates fent the generals word that the Syracufians would put 
them to death, and that thereupon they flew themfelves. 
dorus Siculus is ftill wider from Thucyd/des than any of the reft, for 
he makes Gy/ippus the author of their death, againft the will of the 
wifeft of the Syracufians, and has inferted an oration of bis to that 
purpofe. Juftin from Trogus Pompeius fays, that Demojlhenes flew 
himfelf, but that Nieias fubmitced, and was made prifoner ; un- 
doubtedly Thucydides deferves moft credit ; with his account of the 
matter therefore we will clofe this note : " Nieias and Demoft- 
" henes they killed againft Gy/ippus's will. For Gy/ippus thought 
the victory would be very honourable, if, over and above all 
his other fuccefs, he could carry home both the generals of the 
enemy to Lacedemon. And it fell out, that one of them, De- 
mojlhenes, was their greateft enemy, for the things he had done 
in the ifland and at Pylus ; and the other upon the fame occaiion 
their greateft friend. For Nieias had greatly laboured to have 
thofe prifoners which were taken in the ifland to be fet at liberty, 
by pcrfuadingthe Athenians to the peace: For which caufe the 
Lacedemonians were inclined to love him. And it was principally 
in confidence of thar, that he rendered himfelf to Gy/ippus. But 
certain Syracufians (as it is reported) fome of them for fear (be- 
^o..r« i>nA k AAM tampering —'^ 1 " * * " * ' 



6 C 
it 
4t 
CI 
i( 

«< 
<C 
<( 
if 

* I 

* < 

* i 

* * 

f c 

«< 
«< 

at 

«c 
it 

II 



torture he might bring them into trouble, whereas they were 
now well enough ; and others (efpecially the Corinthians) fear- 
ing he might get away, by corruption of one or other (being 
wealthy), and work them fome mifchief afrefo, having per fuad- 
ed their confederates to the fame, killed him. For thefe, or 
for caufes near unto thefe, was he put to death, being the man 
that of all the Grecians of my time had leaft deferved to be 
brought to fo great a degree of mifery (93)". 

J93)n«cy<f Hh.<viL prop. fin. Diodor, lib. xiii. P/ut. in<vit. 



angry 



Chap. 18. The W fiery of the Athenians. 

angry with thofc who had advifed the war, and with fuch as 
had pretended to publifh prophecies and oracles in favour of it ; 
they refolved, however, to take all neceffary meafures for 
fupporting the dignity of the ftate, to leave the adminiflxation 
of affairs to grave and wife perfons, to live with greater 
frugality at home, and to treat their confederates better 
abroad ; the expediency of thefe reiblutions appeared fuddenly, 
for as foon as the news of the defeat in Sicily was fpread 
throughout Greece z\\ fuch as had been confederates with Athens 
began to fhew their diflike of her, while the Lacedemonians 
were preparing by all means whatfoever to carry on the war 
with greater vigour than before. The Athenians caufed the 
promontory of Sunium to be fortified with all diligence, cut 
down vafl: quantities of timber, and wrought hard to equip a 
-new fleet, with which preparations ended the nineteenth year 
of the Peloponneftan war. In the beginning of the next year, 
the Chians fought to revolt from Athens , and to putthemfelves 
under the protection of the Lacedemonians, with a view to 
which they fent privately ambafladors to the latter, who, in 
concert with their allies, promifed to fend fuch a fleet as might 
protect them 5 but this promife was eafier made than kept, and 
befides, the Athenians got notice of it in the mean-time, and 
fent a fleet to Chios. The general of this fleet reproached the 
inhabitants of that ifland with their perfidy, which they ftifly de- 
nied, and indeed the greater part of the people of Chios knewnc- 
thing of what had been tranfa&ed with the Lacedemonians. 
But the Athenian genera!, to put the bufinels out of difpute, 
infifted, that they fhould fend their quota to join the fleet or 
Athens, whereupon they were conftrained to fit out immedi- 
ately feven gallies, and to fend them as he dire&ed. After this 
the Athenians had feveral fmall fuccefles at fea, which not \i 
little difcouraged the Peloponneftans, who would fhortly have 
loft all their refolution, if Alcibiades had not exerted his elo- 
quence to perfuade them to carry on the war. He advifed them 
to fend him with a fmall fleet to Ionia, where he promifed to 
engage the cities to revolt from the Athenians, and to negotiate 
3 league between Sparta and the great king, from whence he 
afFured them, that fuch advantages would be derived as mull 
effectually fink their rival. The Lacedemonians coming at la(i 
into his meafures, he parted over, as he had propofed, into 
Ionia, and there a&ually effe&ed a great part of what he hati 
promifed, which ftruck the Athenians with fuch a panic, that 
they inftantly ordered a thoufand talents, which had hitherto 
been referved untouched, to be laid out in the fervice of the 
war, for which alfo they made other great preparations. As 
tbon as they were able they fent feveral fquadrtins of fhips to 
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fea, with directions to reduce, firft of all, fuch place? as had 
revolted, and then to a& generally againft the P eloponnefians \ 
moft of thefe fquadrons were fuccefsful, fo that Lefbos, Cia- 
%ancn<z, and other places, which, upon the profpefl of the 
downfal of Athens, had revolted from her, were conftrained 
to fall under her dominion again. Alcibiades in the mean timp 
acquitted himfelf well to the Lacedemonians , by drawing Tif- 
faphernes the king of Perfia's lieutenant into a league with 
them. The Spartans, however, were difpleafed with the terms 
thereof, and fought to have them altered, which gave the Per- 
ft.ms much diffrfte. The hatred which Agis had conceived 
againft Alcibiades, for debauching his wife, began now to pro- 
duce terrible effects \ for he pcrfuaded the Lacedemonians to 
fend orders to their general in Ionia to put the Athenian to 
death, notwithstanding all the fervice he had done their ftate. 
Alcibiades, gaining forne intelligence of this, retired to 1 if- 
fapherncs, and laving afide the Lacedemonian, as he had for- 
merly done the Albanian, he became now a perfe£t Perfian*; 
and, by the politenefs of his addrefs, gained fo much on Tif- 
fs pb ernes ^ who was a profefled enemy to trie Greeks, that he 
■filled his gardens of pleafure, after he had been at vaft expence 
in adorning them, Au i 'blades, by which name they went ever 
afterwards. When the Athenian perceived that Tiffapb ernes 
placed a mighty confidence in him, he gave him a juft light in'o 
the affairs of Greece-, he told him, it was not for the intereft of 
the Pa-fan king that Athens fhould be deflroyed, but, on the 
contrary, that Ihc and Sparta might be maintained as rivab 
to each other, that the Greeks might never have an opportu- 
nity of turning their arms upon his mafrer ; but if it fhould 
at any time be found convenient to rely upon one of them, 
he advifed him to truft Athens, becaufe fhe would be content 
wi.h the dominion of the fca ; whereas the pride of the Spar- 
rjfis would always inftigate them to new conquefts, and efpe- 
t Lilly excite a denre of letting all the Greek cities at liberty. 
For the prefent he put them upon detaining a part of the pay 
which had been prom i fed to the Peloponneftan feamen, that 
they might thereby be kept in dependence, as alfo to counter- 
mand the order given to the Phoenician fleet to join that of 
P, Lpmnefus. When Tiffaphernes had given into thefe councils, 
Alcibiades piivatefy wrote to fome of the officers of the 
Athenian army which lay at Samos, intimating, that he was 
now treating with the Perfian on their behalf, adding, that 
he cared r.ut to return to his country till the democracy 
was abolished. The reafon, offered by him to engage the 
Athenians to this proceeding, was, that the Perfian king li- 
ked not a democracy, but would immediately truft and a (lift 
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Athens, if the government was put into the hands of a few, 
Phrynicus the Athenian general, having a great antipathy to 
Alcibiades, and dreading his return, refolved to let nothing 
flip which might prevent it ; he therefore not only gave his o- 
pinion againft the proposition which Alcibiades had made, but 
alfo difcovered it to AJiyochus who commanded the Lacedemo- 
nian troops; this man, being brought over to the intereft'of 
Tijfaphernes^ revealed Phrynicus's treachery ; Alcibiades upon 
this wrote again to his correfpondents at Samos, charging their 
general with treachery, and betraying his country. Pbryni- 
ens, when he h^d information of this, wrote a fecond time to 
AJiyochus, reproaching him with betraying him and difcove- 
ring what he had formerly acquainted him with in confidence, 
and offered him notwithstanding to betray the army he com- 
manded at Samos, which lay in an open town, to the Lacede- 
monians ; which piece of intelligence AJiyochus inftantly reveal- 
ed to Alcibiades. Phrynicus being aware of this, told his fol- 
diers, that the Lacedemonians were about to attack them by 
land and fea, and that therefore they fhould throw up with 
all diligence a ftrong intrenchment round the town to defend 
themfelves, which immediately they did ; fo that, when Alci- 
biades wrote again concerning Phrynicus'* fecond treachery, 
his letters were difbelieved, becaufe the general had taken fuch 
care for their fafety. Such were the chieftains of Greece in 
thefe times j how unlike thofe who broke the power of Perjta, 
and abandoned their country rather than live in it in a ftate of 
dependance ? The Athenians, always prone to novelty, on the 
arrival of Pifander and the other deputies from the army, who 
brought with them the propofitions of Alcibiades, diffolved the 
democracy, in defence of which they had fo often and brave- 
ly fought, or rather refolved to diffolve it, for it flood yet a 
fmall time. The ifTue of their prefent debates was, that Pi- 
fander with ten deputies fhould return and treat with Alcibia- 
des and Tijfaphernes, that it might be known on what terms 
the king of Perjia 9 s friendfhip might be depended on ; and in 
cafe they were reafonable to declare, that the Athenians would 
veil the fovereignty in the hands of a few. But before their 
arrival Alcibiades difcovered, that Tijfaphernes did not incline 
to help the Athenians at prefent on any terms, becaufe they 
had been lately fuccefsful, and Alcibiades himfelf had taught 
him to help always the weaker party ; when Alcibiades per- 
ceived this, he fet up fuch high demands in the name of the 
Perfian^ that the Athenians themfelves broke off the treaty, 
whereby he preferved both their friendfhip and that of Tijfa- 
phernes. When Pifander and his collegues came to the army 
at Samos, they engaged them to favour the fcheme for the al- 
teration 
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teration of government, and procured a cominiffion to them- 
felves to overturn all the democratic governments that [were 
under the dominion of Athens. When they came back to the 
city, they found their confederates had almoft done their work 
without them, partly by cajoling the people, and partly by 
privately taking off, or in plain terms afiafljnating, fuch as 
were ftanch friends to the people. It was at -firft propofed, 
that only the dregs of the people fliould Iofe their authority j 
which was to be vetted in five thoufand of the moft wealthy, 
who were for the future to be reputed the people ; but when 
Pifander and his affbciatcs found the ftrength of their party, 
rhey determined to carry matters further, and to eredl: an oli- 
garchy. In the mean time Oropus, a ftrong city on the bor- 
ders of Bccotia^ revolted from the Athenians^ whereby all 
Eubcea was in danger, the inhabitants thereof being defirous 
to revolt, and the difturbances at Athens giving them hopes 
to do it with impunity. In the mean time the twentieth year 
ended of the P eloponnefian war k . 

When P ] i [fancier and his aflbcia'es firft came from the army, 
they accufed Phrynicus to the Athenian^ and procured him 
to be recalled ; he was a man of confummate parts and pru- 
dence, and, according to ThucydideSy as honeft as the iniqui- 
ties of the times would permit. On his return, finding the 
temper of the people, he became an enemy to democracy, 
in hopes that, if he had a hand in fettling an oligarchy, Al- 
cibiades would be afraid to truft it ; there was like wife at 
Athens one Antiphon^ a man of fuch mighty parts and eloquence, 
that the people were afraid of him to fuch a degree, that he 
was conftrained to avoid fpeaking in public, and to manage 
his concerns by other hands ; this man devifed a new frame of 
government, and having communicated it to Pifander^ they 
contrived together a method whereby to eftablifh it. With 
this view the latter, who was become very popular, propofed, 
th.it ten men fhould be elected with full power to frame, model, 
a:id alter laws 5 this being done, thefe ten appointed an afiem- 
bly of the people at Colonus^ a place without the city. When 
they came together there, * inftead of propofing to them a bo- 
dy of laws, they offered them only this one, That every A- 
thenian might [peak his mind freely^ i. e. without danger from 
any of the laws ; which being a/Tented to, Pifander produced 
his fcheme, which was, that the old form of government 
fhould be diffolved, and that five Prytanes might be elected ; 
that thefe five fhould choofe a hundred j that each of the hun- 

* Tuucyd, lib. vii. viii. Diodor. lib. xiii. Plut. in vit. Nic. 
V AJcibiad. Corn. Nhrot, vit. Alcibiad, 
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dred fhould choofe three j that the four hundred thus ele&ed 
fhould become a fenate with fupreme power, and fliould con- 
fult the five thoufand only, when and on fuch matters as they 
thought fit. Here was an end of the old government of Athens, 
which was grown into diflike with the people, who were not- 
withftanding not over-fond of the new ; but thofe who were 
for it, being fuch as were men of great parts, found means 
to eftablifli it by force ; for when the people were gone out of 
the city to their ordinary employments, the four hundred, 
having each a dagger concealed under his veft, attended by 
a guard of a hundred and twenty men, entered fuddenly into 
the fenate-houfe, diflblved the old fenate, paid them their fal- 
ary, and turned them out, which once effected, the corr.- 
-mons were conftrained to fubmit, not knowing what to do, 
or to whom to apply. The new fenate chofe Prytanes, or 
prefidents, out of their own body, and began to eftablifli them- 
felves after the mode of moft new governments, by blood, 
bonds, and banifhment; yet thefe feverities, though they were 
illegal, were not exceflive, and, as foon as their enemies were 
removed, the four hundred ruled gently enough. They fenc 
ambaffadors to Agis, who lay with the Lacedemonian army at 
Decelea, to acquaint him that they were ready to treat of a 
peace, and that the Spartans might better rely on them than 
on the democracy ; but Agis was of another opinion, he could 
not imagine, that the Athenians, who had ftickled fo much 
for democracy, would fubmit patiently to an oligarchy, ef- 
tablifhed. rather through the arts of a few, than according to 
the. general inclination of the citizens ; he therefore gave no 
anfwer to the ambaffadors fent by the four hundred,- but hav- 
ing fignified his thoughts of the matter to the Lacedemonians, 
procured a great recruit to be fent him into Attica. On the ar- 
rival of thefe fuccours, he marched boldly to Athens, not at 
all queftioning, but rhat the enemies of the oligarchy would 
raife afedition on his approach, and either fubvert the govern- 
ment, or fo weaken and diftrad the city, that the Lacedemo- 
nians might eafily take it ; but he was quickly convinced of 
his miftake, for the people of Athens, when he approached 
their walls, and fent fome advance-parties to fkirmifli with 
them, attacked and routed thofe parties, and appeared after- 
wards before their city with fuch order and intrepidity, that 
Agis, after receiving fome lofs, was conftrained to retire again 
to his old poft> from whence he fent back the laft forces he 
received to Lacedmon. After this the four hundred fent am- 
bafladors to him again, concerning whofe ncgociations we can 
fay nothing, except that they were treated with greater civili- 
ty than before. The- four hundred, knowing well that the- 
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army at Samos were generally inclined to a democracy, fent 
ten deputies thither to appeafe them, by perfuading them, 
that the government, now fubfifting at Athens? was only the 
beft fort of democracy, the dernier refort not being in the four 
hundred, but in the five thoufand, a larger number than had 
ever aflembled while the power was in the people ; but thefe 
deputies were hardly gone from Athens before deputies of the 
army arrived there, fignifying, that they had reftored the de- 
mocracy at Samos? and that they were refolved to adhere to 
that form of government, for which the four hundred fent 
ibme of thefe deputies to prifon ; but one Cartas who came 
from the army made his efcape and got thither again, making 
a frightful report of the ftate of things at Athens \ upon which 
afedition enfued, that might have been very fatal to the ftate; 
but moderate men interpofing, the generals Thrafybulus and 
Thrafyllus contented themfelves with taking an oath of all the 
foldiers, to do their utmoft to reftore the power to the people, 
to fight againft the P eloponnefians and other enemies of Athens? 
and never to yield obedience to, or have any correfpondence 
with the four hundred. They greatly encouraged their for- 
ces to be fteady in the meafures they had taken, by reprefent- 
ing to them, that they had not deferted their city, but their 
city them ; that their ftrength was fuperior to any that could 
be fent againft them by the four hundred, and that queftionlefs 
on the public faith Alcibiades would come to them, and pro- 
cure them aid from Tiffaphernes and the king. Thefe difcour- 
fes had their effeft, the foldiers came unanimoufly into all that 
was required of them, chofe new officers that might be de- 
pended on, and when their generals required it, went and of- 
fered battle to the Peloponnefians. At the requeft of Thrafybu- 
lus they recalled Alcibiades? who, on his arrival, made a moft 
eloquent fpeech to the army, fhewing them the true fource of 
his misfortunes, the injuftice of their countrymen, and the great 
danger of the ftate. Above all things he magnified the pow- 
er and good will of Tiffaphernes? though he knew he had little 
authority for it, yet he could not be faid to deceive his coun- 
trymen, becaufc by this very method he compelled Tiffapher- 
nes to become their friend, inftilling fuch a fpirit of jealoufy 
into the Peloponnefians? as made them no longer able to treat 
that lord either with confidence or civility. The foldiers, be- 
witched by his fine words, created him general with full pow- 
er j and conceiving that with him they carried vi&ory along 
with them, talked of nothing but failing dire&ly to Athens? 
and reftoring the antient form of government there. Alcibi- 
ades oppofed this extravagant meafurej he told the foldiers, 

that, fince they had chofen him their general, he muft return 
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to Ttffaphernes in order to difpofe things for the making a fpecdy 
end of the war. The army came readily into this, as they 
did into every thing he defired of them, and he departed ac- 
cordingly; when he came to Tijfaphernes, he gave him to un- 
derftand, that matters v/ere now quite changed, and that it 
•was in the power of the Athenians to be either great friends, 
or very troublefome enemies, to the fubjefts of the king, and 
that, whether they fhould be either one or the other, depend- 
ed entirely on his management. Thus he made himfelf for- 
midable to the Perjians by boafring of the Athenian power, 
and necellary to the Athenians by the diCplay of his in tc re ft 
with the Perjians. As to the Peloponnefians, their affairs 
went wrong every-where, and all through the procurement of 
Alcibiades : their army mutinied and forced ther general to fly 
to a fan&uary \ Tijfaphernes with-held their pay and deluded 
them with promifes of a fleet ; the}- on the other hand diftn; fl- 
ed Tijfaphernes, and neither knew what mcafures to take, 
nor whom to truft. When Alcibiades came back to the A- 
tbeniamrmy, he difpofed them to hear reafon, and not only 
to hear it, but to aft according to it. The deputies from Athens 
had flayed all this while at Delos, being afraid of going to the 
army, as indeed they well might, the foldiers having pafieu a 
vote to put them to death. On the motion of Alcib ; ades^ 
however, they were allowed to come and deliver their mciiage - 9 
but no fooner had they done this, than the army cried out as 
vehemently as ever, that they would have no intercourfe with 
the tyrants, but fail to Athens and reftore the government ; 
but Alcibiades ftill interpofed, he {hewed, that, if iuch acourfe 
was taken, all Ionia and the HelUfpont would be immediately 
loft, fo that if they pretended to be true patriots, they mult 
remain where they were and defend the dominions of the ftate. 
To the deputies he gave this anfwer, that they fhould imme- 
diately return to Athens, and acquaint the four hundred, that 
they were commanded to refign their power, and to reftorethe 
fenate they had ejected ; that as to the five thoufand, they 
might retain their authority, provided they ufed it with mode- 
ration, and that they fhould remember to look well to the 
concerns of their country at home, fincc, if they betrayed 
Attica, or the army deferted Athens, a reconciliation would 
not rertore the mifchiefs fuch wrong ftcps might create. On 
the return of thefe deputies to Athens, ail things were in con 
fufion, few regarding the public, ahnofl all anxious for their 
particular intereft. Phryniats, knowing upon what terms he 
flood with Alcibiades, laboured to maintain the government 
in being; while others endeavoured all they could to gratify the 
Vol. VI. D d arm v. 
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army. The former were the ftronger party, and that they 
might make a proper ufe of their ftrength, they difpatched 
away ambaffadors to Sparta, defiling peace upon any terms 5 
they like wife ordered the Piraus to be fortified towards the 
tea ; Upon which Tkcramcncs, who was at the head of the 
other party, cried out, that they were about to betray the ci- 
ty to the enemy, which was rendered the more probable, by 
the coming of a fleet of forty Peloponnefian {hips upon the 
coaft; nor was he much in the wrong, for the four hundred 
fought fir ft to maintain themfclves in the fovereignty they had 
acquired ; but if that could not be done, to preferve at leaft 
rbc city under their dominion ; and in cafe that likewife fail- 
ed, to make a compofition for themfelves by giving it up to 
the P cloponncfiam ; for at all events they were refolved to 
prevent a popular government from being reftored, not doubt- 
ing, that, if once that was done, they fliould fall vi&ims. 
Pbrynicust who was fent at the head of the embafly to Spar- 
ta, being able to effect nothing, returned, and on his 
return was ftabbed in the forum ; after which Tbcrame- 
nes and his party, growing bolder, fcized the chiefs of 
the four hundred, upon which a tumult enfued, which 
had like to have proved fatal to the city, had not Tbucy- 
cYules the Pbarfalim interpofed, and engaged the people to be 
quiet. The loldicrs, however, infilled on demolilhing the 
new works in the port, which for the fake of fafety was per- 
mitted. The next day the four hundred, though in great 
fear, aflcmblcd in the fenate-houfe, and fent fomc of the mem- 
bers to appcafe the people, promifing to fct all things right, 
and to make every thing eafy ;in order to which, they propofed 
that they fliould be allowed to choofe five thou fand men, who 
fliould elect four hundred by turns to govern the ftate,befecching 
theircountrymen not to deftroy themfclves by givingup the city 
to the enemy. With much ado an agreement was made, 
that, at a day certain, a general affembly fliould be convoked 
for fettling the ftatc, but when that day came and the aflcm- 
bly was convened, news was brought, that the Lacedemonian 
fleet (leered direftly for Salamis, which put ail things in con- 
fuiion again ; for in Head of deliberating upon the matter they 
came about, they ran in crowds down to the port, vvhcie 
a!uy perceived that the fleet bore away for Eubcva<> whither 
immediately a fleet from Athens was fent under the command 
(/I 5 hyrr.CL "arts ; but his fleet had little fucccf-, for being at- 
tached by the P depone fiam without, and betrayed by the E- 
rchunsow !h ve, they were miferably defeated, twenty two 
(hips out of tl. : ;:v fix bung taken, mod of the others do- 
M'n>vcd, and all La!\va* except Orcus, revolting. When (Ms 
c:.nvc in ///V.v, the wile and the unwife gave rn .til 
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things for loft, the defeat at Sicily feeming a fmall thing to 
this, becaufe they had now neither fleet nor army, and had loft 
EubceGj from whence the city received greater fupplies than 
from Attica itfelf j certain it is, that if the Spartans had known 
their own ftrength, they would have failed dire&ly to Athens 
and put an end to the war ; but being always flow, and efpe- 
cially fo in naval affairs, they gave the Athenians time, which 
of all. things they wanted mod;: when they had gained this, 
they wrought fo hard at their gallies, that in a fhort fpace they 
equipped a fleet of twenty fail ^ the power of the four hundred 
they abolifhed by law, conferred the fovereignty on the five 
thoufand, and actedin all other refpe&s, efpecidlly in recalling 
Alcibiades, with fuch prudence, moderation and firmnefs, that 
Thucydides thinks the commonwealth never enjoyed fo happy 
a temperature as at this time. Pifander and the reft of the 
vehement fticklers for Oligarchy withdrew unheeded to the 
enemy, ' But it is now time to return to the army and rieet 
at Samosy and to the view of thole things which were per- 
formed in Ionia. Tijfaphernes going to Afpcndus, where the 
Phoenician fleet lay, gave out, that he would comply exactly 
with all the promifes he had made to the Pe/oponne/ians. A/- 
cibiadesy however, perfuaded the Athenians that he meant 
nothing lefs, and either with a view to make this probable to 
them, or that he might indeed bring it to pafs, failed with 
thirteen gallies to AJpendus, where he held frequent confe- 
rences with the Pcrjian lieutenant, embroiling him thereby 
fo effe&ually, with the Peloponneftans, and they with him, 
that he deftroyed all their affairs. In his abfence an engag«- 
ment happened between the Pcleponnefian fleet under the com- 
mand of Mindarus^ which confifted of feventy three fail, and 
that of Athens under the command of Thrafybulus, confiding 
only of fifty five ; at firft, the Peloponnrfians had the advan- 
tage, finking fomc of the Athenian /hips* and running others 
onfhoar \ but purfuing the advantage too eagerly, and break- 
ing their line, the Athenians fupplkd by their great flail in 
maritime affairs their defec-1 in force, and entirely defeated 
the Peloponncftans, taking twenty one of their Ihips ; it is 
rrue, they loft fifteen of their own, but a victory at this time, 
though dear bought, was a prodigious advantage, it railed the 
hopes of the Athenians, gave new life to their affairs, and fav- 
rd all Ionia and the Ihll front* A few days afterwards the 
'hhenians took eight gallies coming from Byzantium, which 
had revolted^ prefently after they reduced that city, and 
"ricvouliy fined its inhabitants for their difobediencc. Alci- 
t'iffdcs } letumin;; with his thirteen gallies, took nine more 

rrom the fleet, with vvhHi fquadron Lc conftraincd the Httti - 
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carnaffeans to pay a large fum of money, and fortified Cos. 
The news of thefe advantages coming to Athens mightily en- 
livened the people, and infpired them with hopes of recover- 
ing Eubcea^w^ putting an honourable end to the war. Thefc 
events fell out in the fummer of the twenty firft year of the 
war, and here we take leave of our old and Aire guide Thucy~ 
didiSy who concludes his hiftory at this point of time. The 
hiflory of the P eloponnefian war was continued by Theopom- 
pus and Xenophon, the work of the former comprehended the 
events falling out in the next feventeen years, that of the 
latter the next twenty eight. Theopompus"s writings are fwal- 
lowed up by time, but it may be :i great part of their contents 
are prei'erved by Di^doms Sicuhis. The Grecian hiftory of 
Xenophon remains ftil! in our hands; from thefe materials 
therefore, with the aTiftance of Plutarch's writings, we fhall 
continue our memoirs of the Athenian affairs 
Year of Doricus, admiral cf the Italian gallies, palling to the af- 
the Flood, fift^nre of the Lacedemonians in the Hellefpont, found the Athe- 
2 $83. nians in his way at SeJios y whereupon he fled to Dardanum, 
Before and landing his men endeavoured from the fhoar to defend his 
Chrift, fhips, which he caufed to be haPd on the beach. The At he- 

4 1 1 • nian fleet, however, attack'd him, and were upon the very 

point of making themfelves matters of all his gallies, when 
Mindarus the P ^ eloponnefian admiral came to his afliftance with 
a navy of eighty four fail. The Athenians thereupon relin- 
quiflied their nrft entcrprize, and prepared for a general en- 
gagement, Thrafybulus commanding the right wing, and77;r#~ 
fyllus the left. Mindarus with his Lacedemonian fhips had 
the right in the P eloponnefian fleet, and Doneus with the Sy- 
racvfian gallics were in the left, Phamabazus with a Perfian 
army lay hard by on the fhoar, on whofc afliftance the Pelo- 
ponntficns k:\zw they might depend. The Athenians, not- 
VvithihmJing thefe disadvantages, fought with great rcfolu- 
tion, and the battle was yet very dubious, when a fleet of 
twenty fail appeared in view ; neither party knew to whom 
they belonged, and ther.forc be th quickened their endeavours 
to end the fi^ht before their arrival ; when they drew near, 
the admiral': gaily hoift.-d apmylc Hag, which was known by 
all to belong to Alcibiadf;. The l\h:ponneftan fleet immcdU 
atel y broke an \ fled, the Athenians took ten fhips, and, if a 
mighty tempell had not arikn, would have taken many more. 
Mindarus was confirmed to iuii his fhips into any port, and 
marched with hi., men to jom Pbamabazus, who cffedlually 

1 Thucyd. lib. viii. pi op. fin. Diodor. Sicul. lib. xiii. 
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protefted them from the Athenians. The Eubccans having almoft 
generally deferted the Athenians, the Boeotians propofed to 
them the joining of their country, by an artificial ifthmus, to 
the continent, to which they aifented, and herein they fuc- 
ceeded in fpite of the oppofition given them by the Athenians, 
and the rapidity of the Euripus, u e. the arm of the fea they 
were to fill up. Thera?nenes the Athenian admiral, finding it 
impoflible to hinder this defign from taking effedt, failed away 
to other places, particularly to Paros, reduced them again un- 
der the Athenian government, and levied exorbitant fines upon 
fuch as, he conceived, had willingly deferted him ; after which 
he failed to join the grand fleet under the command of Thra- 
fybulus; fomefliort time after this conjunction, advice came,that 
Mindarus by the affiftance of Pharnabazus had taken Cyzicum 
by ftorm,upon which it wag rcfolved to fail direflly thither and 
fight them. When therefore the Athenian fleet had coafted 
to Cherfonefus, and were arrived zftProconnefus^ they anchored 
there all night, and having landed their men under the com- 
mand of Chares, dire£teJ him to march jftrait to Cyzicum ; 
as to the fleet they divided it into three fquadrons, the firft 
led by Alcibiades, the fecond by Theramencs, and the third 
by Thrafybulus j Alcibiades with his fquadron failed in fight 
of the Peloponnefian fleet, upon which Mindarus, having with 
him eighty fail, put to fea to give him battle. Alcibiades, 
when the enemy drew near, broke and fled, whereupon the 
Peleponnefians purfued him with great joy, when on a fudden 
Alcibiades made a fignal for a new line. The Peloponnefians^ 
looking about them, faw the fquadrons of Theramcnes and 
Thrafybulus, of whom they had no intelligence, between them 
and the fhoar \ upon this, altering their courfe, they endea- 
voured to get into Cleros, a port near Pharnabazus's camp; 
Alcibiades purfued them thither, finking and taking their 
fhips all the way ; when they came to the fhoar, however, 
Pharnabazus fent them fuch aid, that the Athenians fufFered 
in their turns. Thrafybulus then landed his men to their af- 
fiftance, giving Theramenes orders to land alfo to join Chares, 
and to come with :ill fpeed to their aid, Alcibiades dealt with 
Mindarus and his Lacedemonians, Thrafybulus fought bravely 
againft the reft of thePeloponnefians and their Perfan fuccours, 
notwithstanding they were much out-numb; red and were at 
laft furrounded. In that inftant Theramenes and Chares came 
in with their foot; the battle was long and obftinattly fought, 
till Mindarus being killed, the Perjians, Peloponneftans, and 
Lacedemonians all fled \ and thus to his immortal glory Alcibiades 
gained a victory at fea, and another at land on the fame da^, 
took the enemy's whole fleet, and more fpoil than his 
and the remains of it could carry away. When the news of 

this 
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thivS fuccefs reached Athens, the people were ready to run dif- 
tradtcd ; they immediately levied an army of a thoufand foot 
5*nd three hundred horfe, and fent thirty gallics lo join A/pbi- 
(ides, from whom, as he was now mailer of the fea, they ex- 
pected all things. The Lacedemonians conceiving rightly of 
this war, that it would end in the dcfiruclion either of the 
one {kite or other, fent Endiv.s their ambafiador to Athens to 
propofj a peace. Thij ininifter delivered himfclf to the af- 
i'emhly of the people, after the Laconic manner, in a fiiort, 
yhi'-'y arid < wellcnt f^ecch, wherein he {hewed, that Athens 
had i\r>\ \, and was like to fufler, more than 'Sparta from 
/his v/ar- hut inafmuch as the evils occafjoned by war were 
Jiateful ro all good men, he faid the Spartans defired to free 
both themfelves and their neighbours, from labouring any 
longer under them, and that on this account only they had 
Unt him to treat of peace. The people at firft were inclined 
to rclifh what he faid, but one Cleophon, an orator, a man of 
rnean birth, and formerly a flave, but who had furreptitioufly 
i r ot his name inferted in the roll of citizens, by a petulant 
fcarangue put all thoughts of peace out of their heads, and 
engaged them to fend back Endius without an anfwer. This 
was the laft ftep they had to take for perfecting their ruin, for 
3;cver afterwards were they in any condition to refufe peace 
sg$in, and indeed they did it now merely from the hopes 
they had, that Alcibiades would for ever conquer, and for- 
tune., who had nfthcrto been fo unfteady, fix herfelf now to 
(heir fide m . 

In the beginning of the next year, Thrafybulus^ having re- 
pnlfed Agis king of Sparta who led an army to the gates of 
Athens, failed with a great fleet, and a ftror.g body of land 
forces on board, to Ephefus, which he attacked, but wa r , 
forced to retreat ; he went afterwards to Lejbos and other 
places, where he had better fuccefs. The Spartans, in the 
_mean t^me perceiving chat the war was transferred far from 
\}r/ece, attacked P\!us by fea and land, whereupon the Athe- 
nians fent a fijuadron under the command of Anytus, but he 
Ending the wind dir«fl!y again (I I'un, alter he had been feme 
days at fea a returned ilirccily to Aihnis ; upon which the peo- 

their ufual cuftom, condemned him to die. 
whnh fcnlciKc, however^ he commuted by paying a vaft 
\.m of mosuy, being the firft who re ver fed a judgment in 
Hint manner. In the nu..n lime the gaiifon of Pylus> after 
Ju.vmg made an obiiinarc defence, rendered upon terms y and 

Xenophov. IM!cn. lib. I Diodor. Sicut. lib. xiii. Pi.ut. 
i-i v/.a .'Mcibiad. ]l i i::. lib v. Corn. Ni vos x in vita Alcibiad 
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thus the Lacedemonians pulled this thorn out of their fide> af- 
ter it had vexed them fifteen years. On the heels of this fol- 
lowed another misfortune, the Megariam furprifed Nifta^ 
which fo enraged the Athenians^ that they immediately fent 
an army into' that country, though it could be of no ufe \ 
the Megarians, by the affiftance of the Lacedemonians, and 
fame troops from Sicily, ventured a battle, wherein they vvere 
moft fhanfefully beaten, the Ath^-'ar.s tilling great numbers 
of them, and committing horrid deva/tatiorvi in their country; 
In the mean time Alcibiades, Tirrajy I and Theramenes* 
did great things in the Hellef?r:t i\\\<\ 27 v. .\ • ; at Lift they 
befieged Byza;:tiu?n, then well fortified, and having in it a 
Lacedemonian garifon i: p. «.!•*:' the command of ULcicius ; fomc? 
of its inhabitants, hovvrver, betrayed it, «md Ir'c in Alclhiadc* 
and his army \ the garifon, however, a"d fuJi of ;he fcyzon- 
tines as adhered to them, made fu irallant a refinance, thai' 
the Athenians were on the point of being driven out j v. hi- h 
when Alcibiades faw, he can fed proclamation to be made, that 



fhc Byzantines fhould be fafe in their peilo.ns and cXcct. i 
whereupon they turned out the garifon, which were a. i pufc 
Co the fword, except live hundred who were unt prifoners to 
Athens. This done, Alcibiades received Byzuful.i/n into fa- 
vour n . 

In the bec-innino; of the next vear, Alcibiudes and Thera- 
inenes returned in triumph to Athens, they brought with them 
a fleet of two hundred fhip?, and fuch a load of fpoils as had 
never been fcen in Athens fince tiie Perfuin war. 'file people 
left their city deftitute, that they might: crowd to the pert 
to behold Alcibiades as he landed \ old and young bleffed him 
as he went by, and the next day when he made an harangue 
in the aflembly, they directed the record of his bani/hmetU 
to be thrown into the fen, ordered the EwnolpiJcs to abfolvo 
him from the curfes he lay under, created him general with 
abfolutc power, and in fine endeavoured to cover him with 
as many favours as he had conferred benefits on them. Thr- 
fwectnefs of his temper, his complacence towards all dcjrc^ 
of people, and the care he took of applying the iminen(«- 
fiches he brought to the di (charge of taxes, made the bcit m 
the Athenians ready to own that he deferved the honouis tin', 
were paid to him ; neither did lie long indulge to himfJf the 
enjoyment of his glory, but foon put to fca with a fleet of ■* 
hundred fhips, in order to do further fervice to hi:; counJi \-< 
lie was icaice departed when Agis king of Sparta made a bold 

u Xr. n'oimion. Diosok. Plut. Corn. Unroo, J-js-nu. ui)i 
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attempt upon Athens \ he came with an army of twenty eight 
thoufand men, in the night, to the very walls, flew the watch, 
and gained a part -of the walls. The Athenians, greatly a- 
mazed, ran to arms, and in the morning fent out a body of 
horfe, equal to the cavalry of the Peloponnejia-n army ; they 
fought under the walls and in the fight both of the Lacedemo- 
nians and the Athenians ; at laft the Athenians prevailed, and 
drove the Peloponnefian cavalry back on their foot, where- 
upon Agis retired, finding it impoflible to prevail againft the 
city. Alcihiades in the mean time, leaving part of his fleet 
under the command of Antiochus his pilot, with Ariel: orders 
to do nothing till his return, failed into the Hellejpont, to af- 
fift fome of the cities which yet flood firm to the Athenians. 
When he was gone, Antiochus little regarding his orders, 
went and provoked Ly fancier the Lacedemonian admiral to 
fight, which he, finding Alcihiades was abfent, very readily 
did. In this engagement the Athenians were beat, lofing 
fifteen fhips, with Antiochus their commander. On the news 
of this defeat Alcihiades returned, and would have provoked 
L\ hinder to a fecond battle, but that prudent general would 
not hazard the glory he had acquired. In the mean time, the 
Athenians being perfuaded that this difgrace was owing to the 
indolence and luxury of Alcihiades, and liftening alfo to cer-: 
tain ftorics they were told, that he correfponded with Pbar- 
naba%us, and the Lacedemonians y they inftantly ftripped him of 
his command, naming ten new generals, among whom were 
Canon, Thrafybulus, and Pericles, the fon of the famous Pe- 
ricles. Conon having demanded the fleet from Alcihiades, he 
readily yielded up his command, but refufed to return to A- 
thens. He then with his own fhip patted over into Thrace, 
built a caftlc for his own fecurity, and ere&ed a little princir 
pality in the fight of his many and potent enemies 

The next year Conon the Athenian general engaged Calli- 
cratidas the fuccefibr of Lyfander in a fea-fight, wherein he 
is faid to have fhewn greater conduci than any admiral be- 
iore him had done, in the difpofuion of his fleet however, 
he was worftsd, loft thirty of his fhips, and was clofely be- 
fieged in Mitylene. News of this coming to Athens, the peo- 
ple were in great confufion; they admitted all forts of per* 
fons to the freedom of their city, who would aflift them in 
this war, and with much ado equipped a great number of 
(hips, which were fent away to Samos, where their fleet 

0 Thucyd. DroDOR. ubi fupra. Ptur. in vita Alcibiad. 
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rendezvoufed, with ftri£ orders to relieve Conon at any rate. 
In obedience to thefe commands, the . whole fleet, confifting 
of a hundred and fifty fail, bore away from Samos; Gallkra- 
tidas 9 receiving advice thereof, and- leaving a force fufijcierit 
to block up the city, failed with a hundred and fifty fhips to 
Malea, a promontory of Lefbos. The fame night that he 
- arrived there, the Athenian fleet came to Arginufa?, a place 
over againft Lefbos. In the morning a general engagement 
enfued, which was fought with great obftinacy, till atlaft, 
the Lacedemonian admiral being funk, the Athenians gained a 
great vi&ory, with the lofs, however, of nineteen of their 
own fhips with moft of the men in them ; but the Peloponm- 
fians loft feventy nine. It might have been expe&ed, that 
the people of Athens would have been extremely grateful to 
thofe generals, who had gained them this victory, but the 
very contrary happened, for Theramenes having accufed his 
collegues of having taken no care to fave the dying, or to 
pay the laft rites to the dead, they were immediately recalled, 
two of them, not caring to truft the people, fled, but fix oi 
them returned home and flood their tryal, alledging that 
they were hindered by a tempeft from doing what they were 
now accufed of neglecting ; but Theramenes making a moft 
laboured and pathetic oration againft them, in which he now 
and then flopped, that the cries of thofe who lamented the 
dead might be heard, and producing ; n the end a man who 
pretended to have efcaped in a meal-tub, and who depofcd 
that the people when drowning defired, that the Athenians 
would revenge them on their generals, the people againft 
law and reafori condemned them all to death. Socrates the 
philofopher was at that time one of the pryranes, and refo- 
lutely refufed to do his office. Diomedon, one of thofe who 
were condemned, rifingup, defired to be heard, whereupon 
iilence being made, he fpoke thus, We all of us wijh> ye men 
cf Athens, and wijh it from our hearts^ that the fentence pro- 
nounced agdinji us y may ijfue in the profperity and happi?itfs 
of this city; but ftnce we are prevented from paying onr vows 
for the viclory^ it is but jujl and fit that you return thanks to 
providence for it. They were then all haled to execution, 
and fuffered like brave men, with great refolution, calmnei's, 
and fortitudes their names are, Diomedon y Thrafyllus^ Callia- 
desy LyJiaS) Arifiocrates^ and Pericles^ the only fon of the fa- 
mous Pericles. A little while after, the madnefs of the peo- 
ple turned the other way, Cleophon the demagogue, who had 
been very bufy in this matter, was killed in a (edition, unoa 
which the reft who had ftiircd in that aft'air fled, but Culix<- 
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nus 9 who pronounced the fentence, returned afterwards* and 
being hated by all men was famifhed to death p . 

The next year, the Athenian fleet affembled at Santos un- 
der the command of Conon, while Lyfander took the command 
of what fleet the Peloponnefians had left $ he being unable to 
fight with fo fmall a force, and having too great a one to lie 
idle, failed firft to Thafus which he took, afterwards he failed 
to the coaft of Attica, where being able to do nothing of great 
moment, he returned to his old ftation, and fome time after- 
wards belieged and took Lampfacus. The Athenians hearing 
of this,, failed under the command of Conon and Philocles 
with a fleet of a hundred and eighty {hips ; firft to Sejios, and 
then to the river Mges where Lyfander lay, daring him to 
fight, which he, being much inferior in ftrength, refufed. 
While they remained here, the Athenians grew idle and care- 
lefs, and having a camp on (hoar fpent their time in revelling 
and drunkennefs. Alcibiades, refiding in this neighbourhood, 
could not remain an unconcerned fpe£tator ; he came therefore 
to the officers, and earneftly befought them to be more vigi- 
lant. He told them, that Lyfander was both a wife and a for- 
tunate general, and that it became them to take care of him. 
They anfwered, that they wondered at his aflurance, who 
was an exile and vagabond, to come and give laws to them, 
threatening, if he came anymore, to feize him arid fend him 
to Athens ; they afterwards concluded among themfelves what 
they ihould do with the Peloponnefians, when they were taken 
prisoners, and refolved, at the motion of Philocles their gene- 
ral, to cut ofF their right hands, or, as Plutarch fays, their 
right thumbs, that they might never be able to hold a fpear, 
but tug at an oar. Adiamantus, one of their officers, could 
not help faying, that fuch idle difcourfe was unworthy of 
Athenians ; for which they hated him. Some days after, Lyfan- 
der^ taking his opportunity, fell upon them, while they lay in 
diforder, both by fea and land, and gained cine of the moil 
complete vidtories recorded inhiftory ; Conon with eight gallies 
only cfcaping to Cyprus. Afterwards returning to Lampfacus, 
Lyfander put Philocles and three thoufand captives, with all 
their officers except Adiamantus y to death, by the unanimous 
judgment of all the confederates. This execution over, he 
reduced all the cities which had been under the Athenian power, 
difmifiing all their garifons with great civility ; that going home 
to Athens, the city might be full of people, and empty of 
bread, whenever he came to befiege it, which foon after he 
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did by feaj while, ^« king of Sparta came with a great land- 
army before it. For a long time the Athenians defended them- 
felves, without, fo much as demanding peace. At laft, being 
fore pre/led by famine, they endeavoured to treat with Agis y 
but he referred them to Sparta ; thither then they fent depu- 
ties, who offered to give up all things but their city and port. 
The Lacedemonians, however, would liften to nothing, unlefs 
their walls were demolilhed. On the return of the ambaffa- 
dors, Archiftratus propofed complying with thofe terms to the 
affembly, for which he was imprifoned, many preferring 
death to flavery : at length Tlwamenes undertook to treat 
with Lyfander, who after a long attendance referred him to 
Sparta, whither with fome other deputies he was prefently 
fent. On their arrival they found the council of the confede- 
rates afTembled, wherein all gave their votes for the utter de- 
ftru&ion of ^/^«j,excepting only the Spartans, who declared, 
they would not confent to the ruin of that city, which had fo 
well defer ved of Greece. On the return of Theramenes peace' 
was concluded upon thefe terms, that the long walls and the 
fortification^ of the port fhould be demolifhed. That thev 
fhould deliver up all their fhips except twelve, receive all then 
had baniflied, and follow the fortune of the Lacedemonhin 
Lyfander caufed the walls to be pulled down, all the mufic in 
his army playing, , on that very day of the year on which thev 
had beat the Ptrftans at Salamis. He like wife eftablifhed ;.n 
oligarchy, exprefly againft the will of the people ; and thus ti.- 
ruin of Athens ended in the twenty feventh year of the Pelo 
ponnejian war * . 

As foon as Lyfander had demolifhed the long walls and the 
fortifications of the Piraus, heconftituted a council of thirty, 
v/ith power, as was pretended, to make laws, but in truth 
to fubjugate the ftate. Thefe are the perfons fo famous in 
hiftory under the title of the thirty tyrants ; they were all the 
creatures of Lyfander, mere implements of power, who, as 
they derived their rife from conqueft, and the law of the fword, 
cxercifed their offices in a fuitable manner; that is, with 
the higheft teftimonies of pride, infolence, and cruelty. In- 
ftead of making laws, they governed without them, appoin- 
ted a fenate and magiftTates at their will, and, that they mijht 
do all things without danger of controul, they fent for a gari- 
fon from Lacedamon, which was accordingly granted them, 
under the command of Callidius, upon their promife to pay 
the foldiers regularly. One of the firft Heps they took v.'as 10 

4 Xenoproh. Hcllen. lib. ii. Diodor. lib. xiv Pi.ut. in vit. 
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punifh all informers, who by falfe accufations had taken of? 
honeft men and difturbed the ftate ; this, though fevere, was 
popular ; but when, through flattery and bribes, they, had 
wholly drawn over Callidius to their party, they fuffered bad 
men to live in quiet, and turned their rage againft the good. 
Critias and Tberamenes were at the head of the thirty, men of 
the greateft power and abilities in Athens ; the former was am- 
bitious .and cruel without meafure, the latter retained fome 
bowels for his country; the former pufhed on 'all the bloody 
fchemes framed by his confederates, and carried into execution 
many of his own ; the latter always oppofed them, at firft 
with moderation, at laft with vehemence, * He faid, that 
power was given them to rule, and nottofpoil, the common- 
wealth, and that it became them to aft like Ihepherds, not- 
like wolves, and that they ought to beware of rendering them- 
felves at once odious and ridiculous, by attempting to domi- 
neer over all, being fuch a handful of men as they were. The 
reft, difhking much the former part of his difcoujfe, cached 
hold of the latter, and immediately xhofe out three thoiifand 
"vhom they made the Reprefentatives • of the people, and 
to whom they granted this notable privilege, that none of 
them fhould be put to death, but by judgment of the fenate, 
Thereby openly a/Turning a power of putting any other Athe- 
nian citizen to death by their own authority* A glorious ufe 
they made of this new-aflumed privilege, for as many as they 
conjectured to be no friends to the government in general, or 
to any of themfelves in particular, they put to death, without 
caufe, and without mercy. Theramenes openly oppofing this, 
and abfolutelyrefufing to concur in fuch meafures, Critias ac- 
ctifed him to the fenate, as a man of unfteady principles, 
fometimes for the people, fometimes againft them, always for 
new things and ftate revolutions. Tberamenes owned, that he 
had fometimes changed his meafures, but alledged, that he 
had always done it to ferve the people; he faid, that it was 
Vilely with this view that he made the peace mthSparta^ and ac- 
cepted the office of one of the thirty ; that he had never oppo- 
sed their meafures while they cut off the wicked, but when they 
began to deftroy men of fortune and family, then he owned 
he hatf differed with them, which he conceived to be no crime 
againft the ftate. While Theramenes wa6 fpeaking, Critias 
•withdrew, perceiving that the fenate were thoroughly convin- 
ced of the truth of what Theramenesh&A faid ; but he quickly 
returned with a guard, crying out that he had {truck 7hera- 
mems % s name out of the lift of the three thoufand, that the 
fenate had therefore no longer cognizance of the caufe, which 
the thirty had already judged, and condemned him to death. 
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Theramenes 9 perceiving that they intended .to feize him, fled 
to the altar, which was in the midft of the fenate-houfe, and 
laying his hands thereon faid ; I do not.feek refuge here 9 becaufe 
I expecj to efcape death, or defire it 9 but that tearing me from 
the aitar*, the impious authors of my murder may interejl the 
gods in bringing them to fpeedy judgment 9 and thereby, rejiore 
freedom to my country : the guards then haled him from the al- 
tar, and carried him to the^aceof execution, where he drank 
the poifon with undaunted tourage, putting the people in mind 
with his laft breath, that as*they ftruck his name out of the 
three -thoufand, they might ftrike any of theirs. His death was 
followed by a train of murders, fo that in a fliort time fixty of 
the wortbieft and moft eminent citizens of Athens fell by the 
-cruelty of-the thirty. Araongft thefe the moft pitied was iW- 
ceratus the fon of Nicias 9 a man univerfally beloved for his 
goodnefs, and univerfally admired for his virtues. As for the 
Sparta*v 9 they 9 lofing their former generolity, were extremely 
pleafed with thefe things, and by a public decree commanded, 
that fuchas fled from the thirty tyrants flioud be carried back 
bound to Athens ; which extraordinary proceeding frightened 

Greece ; but the Argiyesznd Thebans only had the courage 
to oppofeit; the -former received the Athenian exiles with 
humanity and .kindnels, the latter punifhed with a mulct 
fuch of their citizens as did not rife and refcue the Athenian 
prifoners, who,- in purfuance of the Lacedemonian decree, were 
carried bound through their territories r . 

Thrafybulus* and fuch as with him had taken fhelter in the 
Theban territory, refolved to hazard fomething, rather than 
remain perpetual exiles from their country ; and though he 
had but thirty men on whom he could depend, yet confidering 
the vi&ories he had heretofore obtained, in the caufe of his 
country, he made an irruption into Attica 9 where he feized 
Phyla 9 , a caftle at a very fmall diftance from Athens , where 
in a very ftort fpace his forces were augmented to. feven hun- 
dred men ; and though the tyrants made ufe of the Spartan 
garifon, in their endeavours to reduce him and his party, 
yet Thrafybulus prevailed in various lkirmifhes, and at laft 
conftrained them to break up the blockade of Phyla , which 
they had formed. The thirty and their party conceiving 
it very advantageous for them to have the poiTeflion of Eleu- 
jina, marched thither, and having perfuadcd the people to go 
.unarmed out of their city that they might number them, took 

9 Xknophon. Hellen. lib ii. Diodor. lib. xiv. Ptt/T.invit. 
Lyfand. Atcibiad. Corn. Netos. in vie. Lyfand. Justin. 
Jib. v. 

this 
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this opportunity moft inhumanly to murder them. The 
forces of Thrafybulus encreafing daily, he at length poffefled 
himfelf ot the Piraus, which he fortified in the beft manner 
he could ; but the tyrants, being determined to drive him 
from thence, came down againft him with the utmoft force 
they could raife. Thrafybulus defended himfelf with great 
obftinacy, and in the end they were forced to retreat, hav- 
ing loft before the place not only a great number of their men, 
but Critias the prefident of the jjiirty, another of the fame 
body, and one who had been captain, of the Piraus ; when 
they came to demand the dead from Thrafybulus in order for 
their interment, he caufed a cryer he had with him to make 
a fhort fpeech, in a very loud voice to the people ; intreating 
them to confider, that as they were citizens of Athens without, 
fo thofe againft whom they fought, and who fought to preferve 
themfelves within the fort, were Athenian citizens alfo ; 
wherefore, inftead of thinking how to ruin and deftroy their 
brethren, they ought rather to confult how all differences, 
ought to be compoied, and efpecially ought to rid them- 
felves of thofe bloody tyrants, who, in the fhort time they 
had had the a dminift ration in their hands, had deftroyed 
more than had fallen in the Peloponnefian war. The people, 
though moved by thefe difcoui fes, differed among themfelves ; 
the confequence of which was, that they expelled the thirty, 
and chofe ten men out of each tribe to govern in their ftead, 
whereupon the tyrants retired to Eleufina. The citizens, 
however, though they changed the government, made no 
agreement with thofe in the Piraus, but fent away deputies 
to Sparta, as did alfo the tyrants from Eleufina, complaining 
that the Athenians had revolted, and defiring their affiftance 
to reduce them. The Spartans fent thereupon a large fum 
of money to encourage their confederates, and appointed 
Lyfander commander in chief, and his brother to be admiral, 
revolving to fend fea and land forces to reduce Athens a fe- 
cond time, intending, as moft of the Greek ftates fufpe&cd, to 
add it now to their own dominions. It is very probable, that 
this defign of theirs would have taken effeft, if Paufanias 
king of Sparta, envying Lyfander , had not refolved to ob- 
ftrudt it. With this view he procured another army to be 
raifed againft the Athenians, of which himfelf had the com- 
mand, and with which he marched immediately to befiege 
the Piraus. While he lay before the place and pretended to 
attack it, he entered into a private correfpondence with 
Thrafybulus, informing him what proportions he flioiild mAr 
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in order to force the Lacedemonians , who were fufpefted by 
all their allies, to gra!nt them peace r . 

The intrigues of Paufamas had all the fuccefs he could 
wifli ; the Ephori, who were with him in the camp, con- 
curred in his meafures, fo that in a fhort fpace a treaty was 
concluded on the following terms j that all the citizens of 
Athens fliould be teftored to their houfes and privileges, ex- 
cepting the thirty, the ten which had fucceeded them, and 
who had a&ed no lefs tyrannically than they, and the eleven, 
who during the time of the oligarchy had been conftituted 
governors or keepers of the Piraus ; that all fliould remain 
quiet for the future in the city, and that if any were afraid 
to truft to this agreement, they fliould have free leave tore- 
tire to Eleujina. Paufanias then marched away with the 
Spartan army, and Thrafybulus at the head of his forces 
marched into Athens, where, having laid down their arms, 
they facrificed with the reft of the citizens in the temple of 
Minerva, after which the popular government was reftored. 
Yet quiet was not thoroughly eftabliflied, the exiles at Eleu- 
fena having endeavoured by the help of money to raife an 
army of foreigners, by whofe aid they might recover the au- 
thority they had loft 5 but firft depending on their friends in 
the city, they fent fome of the principal perfons amongft 
them, as deputies to treat with the citizens, but fecretly in- 
ftruited them to fow jealoufies, and excite difcords among 
them : Which the latter quickly perceiving, put thefe per- 
fons to death, and then remonftrating to thofe at Eleujina, 
that thefe contentions would undoubtedly end either in their 
own, or the dfcftru&ion of their country, they offered imme- 
diately to pafs an aft of oblivion, which they would confirm 
with an oath. This being accepted, thofe who had with- 
drawn returned to the city, where all differences were ad- 
jufted, and both parties moft religioufly obferved the agree- 
ment they had made, and thereby thoroughly refettled the 
ftate. In this whole tranfa&ion, the virtue of Thrafybulus 
deferves chiefly to be admired- When he firft feized the 
caftle of Phyla, the tyrants privately offered to receive him 
into their number inftead of Therarnenes, and to pardon at his 
v requeft any twelve perfons he fliould name 5 but he generouf- 
ly anfwered, that his exile was far more honourable than any 
^authority could be, pur chafed on fuch terms ; and, by per- 
lifting in his defign, he accompliftied, as we have fecn, 
the deliverance of his country. A glorious deliverance it 

f XENOPir, DroooR. Plutarch. Corn. Nepos. Justin* 

mIh fupr. 
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was, fince, , as Jfocra tes informs us, they put fourteen 
hundred citizens to death, contrary to, and without any 
form of law, and drove five thoufand more into banifh- 
ment, procuring alfo the death of Alcibiades^ as many 
think, though at a great diftance from them (N). Much 

about 

(N) We are here to fpeak of the misfortunes of Alcibiades, a maa 
who deferved much of his country, and would have deferved more, 
if her impatience had not prevented his fervices, and her ingratitude 
deprived him of the power of ferving her. Plutarch tells us, that 
he was removed from his employment, not becaufe he had done any 
fault, but becaufe he had not performed ail which the -Athenians 
hoped from him ; his fuccefs in his firft expedition had fo elated 
them, that they would not afterwards believe he could fail of at- 
chieving any thing, which he defired to atchieve, tho' his ihips 
were ill provided, and tho' he had no pay for his foldiers ; when 
therefore he was fent to Chios and Ionia, they concluded the firft 
news they heard would be, that he had reduced both ; being dis- 
appointed in this their fond opinion, they grew angry, and perfe- 
cted him a- new, for not doing what in the nature of things it was 
not poffible he Should have done. With the public madnefs of the 
people confpired the private envy of the chief men amongft them. 
Vhrafibulus began to diflike him, and molt of the. ten commanders, 
who afterwards perifhed by popular rage, now bufied themfelves in 
turning it on him, of which when Alcibiades had notice, he retired, 
according to his old maxim, that it was foolifh to ftudy a defence 
againftan accufation, when it was poffible to fly from it. In his 
expedition into Thrace he made ufe of fiich as offered their fervice, 
and he did it with honourable intent ; firft, to fettle a fecure re- 
treat for himfelf ; and fecondly, to preserve the Gregi cities in his 
neighbourhood from the infults of thefe Thraeians, who as they 
yielded no obedience to the king, fo they confulted nothing but 
their own intereft, preying, as occafion ferved, on any who 'were 
Jeaft able to relift. After the entire deftrufiion of • the Athenian 
fleet, and the flight of Conon to Cyprus \ Alcibiades thought himfelf 
no longer fafe in his caftle ; for the Lacedemonians, his inveterate 
enemies, being now , every where powerful, he was afraid they 
ihould take this opportunity of avenging the many defeats they had 
received from him ; he therefore retired firft into Bythinia, but find- 
ing himfelf rot fafe there he went to Phamahazus, who received 
him with great civility, and, as he believed, with great friendfhip. 
In Athens the people, fighing under the thirty tyrants, placed all their 
hopes in Alcibiades ; they knew his love for his country, and they 
doubted not but he would make fome effort to relieve her. The 
tyrants themfelves expected the fame thing, and efpecially Qritias 
their chief, who had been his moft intimate friend, and at whofe 
motion the decree had been made for recalling Alcibiades from ba- 
nifliment ; but the lull of power deftroys all ties, whether of 

f blood 
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about this time, that is, a little after the pdpular government 
was fettled again in Athens, Socrates was condemned and put 

to 

blood or affection. He who was before his friend, becarrie now 
his bitter enemy, and fending to Lyfander allured him, that Athens 
would never be quiet, or Sparta fafe, till Alcibiades was deirroyed. 
The Lacedemonian generaI,fcorning to defile him felf with an affaflina- 
tion, treated thefe notices with the contempt they deferred ; but 
Critias, applying to the magiftracy of Sparta, procured an order to 
be fent from thence to Lyfander, which hedurft not diibbey. Upon 
receipt of this order, Lyfander fent away a mefTcnger to Pbama- 
bazus, defiring him to put it in exec u Hon. Pbamabazus commit- 
ted the affair to Magreas his brother, and to his uncle Sufantithres. 
Alcibiades refided at that time in a fmall village in Pbrygia, toge- 
ther with Timandra amiftrefs of his. As he flept he had this dream : 
he thought himfelf attired in his miftrefs's habit, and that fhc, 
holding him in her arms, dreffed his head and painted hi* face as 
if he had been a woman. Others fay, he dreamed, that Magmas 
cut off his head and burnt his body ; and it is faid, that it was 
but a little while before his death rhat he had thefe viiions. They 
who were fent to affaffinate him had not courage enough to enter 
the houfe ; but furrounding it firft they fet it on lire. Alcibiades, 
as foon as he perceived it, getting together great quantities of 
cloaths and furniture, threw them upon the fire with a defign to 
choak it ; and having wrapped his robe about his left arm, and 
holding his naked fword in his right, he call him felf into the middle 
of the fire, and efcaped fecurely through it, be/ore it had time to 
take thoroughly the furniture and other materials he had thrown 
into it. The Barbarians, as foon as they faw him, retreated, and 
none of them durft ftay to expert him, or to engage with him ; 
but (landing at adiftance they flew him with their darts and arrows'. 
When he was dead, the Barbarians departed, and Timandra cook 
up his dead body, and covering and wrapping it up in her own 
•robes, the very bed flie had, (he buried it as decently and as ho- 
nourably as her prelent circumfcances would allow. She buried 
him in a town called MeliJJa ; and we learn from Atbtnaus, that 
the monument remained to his time, for he himfelf law it. The 
emperor Adrian y in memory of fo great a man, caufed his ftatue 
pi Parian marble to be fee up thereon, and ordered a bull fliou ! d 
be facrificed to him annually. EpLorus the hiitonan, as he is cited 
by Diodorus SJculus, gives quite another account of his death, than 
that before recited from Plutarch. He fay?, that Alcibiades having 
difcovcred the defign of Cyrus the younger to take up arms, inform- 
ed Pbamabazus thereof, and defired (hat he might carry thi". 
news to the king ; but Pbamabazus envying him that honour, fent 
a confident of his own, and took all the merit to himfelf, which 
Alcibiades fufpefiing, went to Paphlagonia, and fought to procure 

from the governor thereof letters of credence to the king, which 

Vol. Vf. F f' Pbamabazus 
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to death. He was not only a philofopher, or one who in 
words profefled the love of wifdom, but one who in deeds, 
as well as by his excellent fayings, demonftrated that he was 
truly wife. As a foldier, he had been prefent in feveral en- 
gagements ; in one he preferved the life of Alcibiades^ in ano- 
ther he carried off a friend of his who was wounded, upon 
his back, in a third fhewed as much courage and conduct as 
the moft experienced generals. In all the campaigns wherein 
he ferved, he diftinguiflied hi mfelf by enduring hardfliips with 
patience, executing punftually whatever he was commanded, 
r.nd complying readily with any thing that was defired of him ; 
for though he was exceedingly temperate and ftriflly fober, 
vet if his company was defired he refufed not to go to enter- 
tainments, and to drink there as other people did. He refufed 
to meddle at all with matters of ftate, till he grew far in years, 
a:vd was then eleftcd into the fenate by his tribe. He oppofed, 
as we have already related, the judgment given againfl: the ge- 
nerals for not burying the dead, though Theramenes his friend 
had promoted it ; and when he was called upon to put that 
judgment into writing, as his office required, he /aid he was 
unacquainted with the law terms, and at laft abfolutely refufed 
it. Afterwards he fought to refcue Theramenes^ when he was 
accufed by his collegucs ; after his death, he continued to fpeak 
his mind freely, which gave fome umbrage to the thirty, who 
notwithstanding fufFered him to live, becaufe Critics was his 
intimate friend. But the danger he was in hindered him 
net from difclofing his mind to his afibciates, particularly 
he faid one day to Antijihenes on account of the eminent 
men who were daily taken up : " Doth it repent thee, 
that we have 45 done nothing memorable, or at all com- 
4C parable to what thofe monarchs have performed, v/ho 
" are celebrated in tragedies, fuch as Atreus^ Tbytjits^ 
" Agamemnon, and Egijihus? They are in thofe plays be- 
" headed, feafted with their childrens flefh, and fome 
44 w;*y or other deftroyed at laft; but no poet had ever the 
4t hardinefs to introduce the death of a hog upon the ftage.'\ 
One of his friends complaining, that of late he was grown a 
no-body, and could pretend to no poft or office, Socrates de- 
manded tartly. Are you forry for it? At another time he de- 
livered himfelf in a public converfation thus : " A herdfman 
" would be very diiingenuoua, who, in cafe the cattle grew 
4t worfe and the herd thinner by his management, would not 

Pharnabaxus iinderftanding, hired people to murder him. He wa* 
dellroyed in the fortieth year of his age (i). 

( i ) Plutarch, in <vit. Alciliad. Diodor, Skill, lib, xi*v. Com. Nep. 
in vit. Alcib* At ben in Dcipnof. 
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«« confefs himfelf an illherdfman; but the governor of a ci- 
« c ty would be yet more difingenuous, if feeing his citizens grew 
4C worfe and thinner, he fhould not own himfelf an ill go- 
«* vernoi". Which being reported to the tyrants, Critias 
and Ch a rides fent for him, and forbad him to converfe with 
any man under thirty, on pain of having his head placed fome- 
where elfe than upon his {houlders ; but not being yet fat if- 
fied of his fidelity to their government, they fummoned him 
to the fenate-houfe, and ordered him to go with fome other 
per fans, whom they named, to k\xe one Leon, a man of 
rank and fortune, whom they determined to put out of the 
way, that they might enjoy his eftate 3 this commiflion So- 
crates flatly refufed, and not fatisfied therewith, added alfo 
his reafon for fuch refufal. I will never willingly, (aid he, 
ajjift an unjuftaft. Charicles replied fharply, doji thou think, 
Socrates, to talk always in this high Jlyle, and not to fujfer} 
Far from ;V. added he, / expeSf to Juffer a thoufand ills, I ut 
none fa great as to do unjuftly. Upon which he went directly 
home, where he would not have been long fafe, if the tji ants 
had not ftiortly after been obliged to turn their thoughts t;> the 
contriving of means for their own fafety, rather than to pi \,~ 
'p£t how to injure and deftroy others. The caufe of this g; cat. 
man's death was the pique one Anyius had taken againfthim, 
who drew in Melitus, a bold young man, and Arijlophancs 
the comic poet. The laft of thefe broke the ice firft, brought 
Socrates upon the ftage in a comedy of his called the clouds, 
wherein he reprefents him as a man given to a fubtle fallaci- 
ous manner of arguing, whereby he could make a bad caufe 
feem good, an introJucer of new gods, whilft himfelf wor- 
Ihipped none, and as a petulant railer at thofe things which o- 
thers held facred. Socrates himfelf went to the Theatre, 
where he fat in the moft confpicuous place ; and when one of 
his friends afked him if it did not vex him to be thus treated^ 
he anfwered, Not at all ; / fancy I am at a feaji where every 
one enjoys me. A long time after this Anytus, conceiving the 
feafon now proper for the execution of that vengeance which 
he had fo long meditated, engaged Melitus to prefer a com- 
plaint againft him to the fenate, which he did in thefe words ; 
Melitus, fon of Melitus, a Pythian, accufeth Socrates/?// 0/ 
Sophronifcus, an Alopetian. Socrates violates the lata, itci 
believing the deities whom this city belicveth, but introducing 0- 
t her new gods. He violates the law like-wife in corrupting 
youth, the punifoment death. When the day of trial came on, 
Melitus opened the profecution with a very poor harangue, 
in which he was often prompted, and had much ado to gyt 
through it. The crimes he therein alledged were, that Sj- 
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c rates perfuadecj his fcholars to contemn the laws of the re- 
public ; that he was the intimate friend of Critias and Aid- 
blades \ that he taught young people to be difrefpeftful to 
their parents, by telling them, that he would make them more 
knowing than their fathers, with many other things of a like 
nature. When he had done, Anyt;ts began a long and mali- 
cious harangue, wherein he was favourably heard j and after 
him Lyco in a fct rhetorical fpeech fupported the accufation. 
When thefe had done fpeaking, Socrates went up into the o- 
rators defle, and from thence {poke after this mariner to the 
people ; " I am furprifed, O Athenians ! how Melitus came 
tC by this extraordinary piece of knowledge, that I do not 
<c worfliip tlie gods the city worfhips. Others have feen me, 
cc and fo might Melitus too, if he had pleafed, facrifice at com- 
" mon feftivals on the public altars •> how do I introduce 
cc new deities, when I prqfeis in all my actions to be direfted 
" by the voice pf God ? they who obferve the notes of 
46 birds or the anfwers of men are guided by the voice. 
* c None doubts of thunder, that it proceeds from the fupreme 
c power, and is oracuious. That the prieftefs on tlie tripod 
6 conveys to us by her voice what fhe receives from the god, 
<c yvho doubts? apd that he foreknows future events, and 
c ' communicates them to whom be pleafes, all men believe 
cc and confefs as well as I. Many call fuch as foretel future 
<c things, foothfaycrs and diviners. I afcribe thefe things to 
6i the daemon, and I conceive, fpeak more religioufly therein, 
c< than they who fancy I know not what divine power in 
c birds j'that lam no irnpoftor herein, many can atteft, 
c who have afked my advice, and never found it fail ; let 
c fach as are incredulous hear this alfo to confirm their opi- 
c r.ions ; as to my being favoured of the gods, when Cha- 
4 ivp':oH 9 in the prefence pf mapy witnelTes, inquired of 
4 t!.c oracle at L>dU>os concerning me, Apollo anfwered, 
fc that no man was more free, more ju{f, more wife ; yet the 
4 fan e gr.d f.Jii mure of Lycurgus the Lacedemonian law-gi- 
c ver, that he kr.ew not whether to call him a god or a man. 
fc Me he compared not with the gods, though }ie gave me 
4 tlie priority amongft other men, but truft not the gods 
< herein, corf.Jcr me exactly yourfclves, whom have you lefs 
c a llu'.e to ienfual plcafures ? Whcm more free ? I accept 
* neither fiiper.ds nor pifts. Whom more juft than him w ho 
conform^ hinifelf fo to the prefent time, as that he Hands 
pot in ncej of the defence pf any other f who will fay 
thr.t he deferves not tjie title of wife, who fiiicc he was able 
never loir any opportunity of learning, by inquiry, all the 
good' pdfliblc ? And that J took not the pains in vain, is e- 

u vident 
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cc viderit from hence, that citizens and ftrangers, ftudiousof 
66 virtue, have preferred my converfation to that of other men, 
6C Why do you think fo many defireto oblige me by gifts, 
cc whojn they know to have no capacity of requiting them ? 
cc or how can you account for my engaging fo many, with- 
ci out requiring any return from them ? that when the city 
6C was bcfieged, and every one lamented the wretchednefs of 
<c his condition, I fhewed no alteration of temper, but re- 
<c mained the fame as before ; that while others lay out their 
<c money on exterior things to pleafe themfelves, I furnifh 
4C myfelf from within, with fuch things as pleafe me better. 
6C If none can controvert what I fay, how comes it topafs, 
<c that I deferve not commendation both of gods and men, 
6C inftead of being charged, as I am now by you, Melitus, 
<c that with thefe inftrudtions I corrupt youth ? Everyone 
£C knows what it is to corrupt youth ; can you name one 
cc whom I of religious have made impious, whom frojn a 
tc mod.eft deportment I have rendered impudent, of a frugal 
tc difpofition prodigal, of a fober habit debauched, of a har- 
tc dy way of life effeminate ? know ye any of thefe "? "I 
$ c know thofe, anfwered Melitus, whom you have perfuaded 
f s to be more obedient to you than to their own parents". 
<c With refpeit to inftru&ion, I confefs I have, anfwered 
cc Socrates, for that was my fphere, not theirs. In regard 
<c to their health, men confult phyficians before their parents ; 
« in law-fuits they apply to council, not to coufins ; and in 
cc war you inquire as to your general's fkill in arms, not who 
" are his allies". tc With good reafon, cryed Melitus, and 
<c fit we fhould". cc Is it fo, fold Socrates :If others are pre- 
«< ferred for fuch things as they excel in, and with reafon 
<c too, can you think it fit, becaufe in the opinion of fome 
44 I have an advantage beyond others in educating of 
" youth, which is a matter of the greateft confequence tofo- 
tc ciety, that therefore I ought to fuffer death ? Anytus and 
" Afeiitus, O my judges, may procure that judgment, but 
" hurt me they cannot : to fear death is to feem wife and not 
" to be fo, for it is to pretend to underftand what we really 
" underftand not ; no man knows what death is, or whether 
fic it be not the greateft happinefs which can arrive to us, yet 
" all fear and fhun it, as if they were fure it would be the 
tc greateft misfortune". Plato would alfo have fpoke in his 
defence, and going up into the defk, opened his fpeech thus : 
Though /, Athenians, am the yonngcjl of thofe that come up in- 
to this place. The people immediately cried out, of thofe 
which go cloivri) which they conftrained him to do without 
ipeaking another word j then proceeding to vote, it was cur- 
ried 
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ri.ed againft Socrates by a majority of 281 one voices. He 
might, howeve., have efcaped with a fine, which his friends 
offered to pay for him, but he contented himfelf with fay- 
ing, that to pay a fine was to acknowledge an offence, and 
that what had provoked a profecution againft him defervcd 
rather the higheft rewards, and a maintenance cut of t!:s 
public flock, than a pecuniary muldt. At this the judgci 
were fo much incenfed, that they judged him to a capital pu~ 
r.ifbmcnt by an additional majority of 80. He might eaiily have 
avoided this, if his friends could have prevailed upon him to 
have made his efcape ; but he refufed, drank the poifbn 
in their prefence, praying to God to make his paflagc from 
this life happy, and fhewed the fame calmnefs and refolutiun 
in death, for which throughout his life he had been fa- 



mous (O). 
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(O) Soi'ates happened to be condemned the very day after the 
facred lhip fet fail for Delos The re?.der muft obferve, that this fhip 
went annually in commemoration ol the mighty deliverance of The- 
feus in Crete \ and in confequence of his vow. It was a rule of their re- 
ligion never to be broken through, that from the time of the departure 
of this (hip from the port of Athens to the time of its coming back, no 
malefactors were ever put to death ; this fome times, by means of 
contrary winds, ©ccafioned the 1 intervention of a confiderable fpace, 
as happened in the cafe of Socrates, who was in prifon thirty days 
before his death 5 in this time he was vifited by his friends, fome 
of whom offered to carry him away by force, at which he laughed. 
Why, faid he, da you know any place out of Attica where death never 
comes ? Plato hath wrote a long difcourfe concerning the manner 
of his death ; we will from chence tranferibe only fo much as relates 
immediately thereto, though indeed the whole is an admirable 
piece, and extremely well worth the reading. " It was now fun - 
** let, for he had (laid long within, when the officer entered, and 
** after a little paufe, faid, I have not, Socrates, obferved that car- 
*' riage in you which I have found in others ; but as I thought you 
" the mod generous, the mildeft, and beft of all men, that ever 
41 came into this place, fo I now fee you hate me not, for that 
* 4 whereof others are the caufe: you know the meffage I bring, 
44 farewe! ; bear what you cannot remedy. With that he departed 
*' weeping ; and fara thee well, faid Socrates, I am well : how ci- 
44 vil is this man ? I found him the fame a41 the time of my im- 
44 prifonmcnt, he would often vifit and difcourfe with me, ufed me 
44 always courteoufly, and now fee how kindly he weeps for me ; 
• 4 but come, On'to, let us do as he bids us, if the poifon be ready 
* 4 let it be brought. The fun is yet fcaice fet, anfwered Otto, 
44 others take it late after a plentiful fupper and full cups; make 

41 not fomucli hatle, there i:> time enough. J f c replied, they who 
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I t is eafy to judge that, from the ufage they gave the wor- 
thieft men amongft them, the Athenians leaft deferved to meet 

with 

" do fo think they gain time, but what {hall I gain by drinking it 
" late, only deceive my feif, as covetous of life, and fparing of chat 
" which is no longer mine ? Pray let it be as I fay ; then Crito fent 
" one of the attendants, who immediately returned, and with him 
" the man that was to adminifter thepoifon, bringing a cup in his 
" hand. To whom Socrates ; Prithee honed friend, for thou arc 
" well verfed inthefe bufinefTes, whatmuit I do ? nothing, faid he, 
«' but as foon as you have drank, walk til! you find your legs begin 
" to fail, then lie down, and in fo faying he gave him the cup. 
" Socrates took it chearfully, not changing either countenance or 
" colour ; and, looking pleafantly upon him, demanded whether 
" he might fpill any of it as a libation, who anfwered, he had 
" made no more than would juft ferve. Yet, faid Socrates, I may 
" pray to God, and will, that my paffage hence may be happy, 
li which I befeech him to grant, and in that fame inftant drank it 
«« off eafily, without any difturbance. Many of us, who till now 
" had refrained from tears, when we faw him put the cup to his 
" mouth and drink off the poiion, were not able to contain any 
*' longer ; which Socrates obferving, Friends, faid he, what mean 
%i ye ? for this re of on I fent away the women, left they Jbould be fa 
* * unquiet : I have heard we Jhould die with gratulation and applaufe, 
" be quiet then and take it patiently. Thefe words made us with 
'< {hame fupprefs our tears ; when he had walked a while, per- 
«< ceiving his legs to fail, he lay down on his back as the execu- 
•< tioner direftcd him ; who, looking on his feet pinched them 
" hard > afking him if he felt it ; he anfwered no ; he did the like 
" to his legs, and fhewing us how every part fucceffively grew cold 
" and ftiff, told us when that chillnefs came to his heart he would 
" die ; not long after he fpake thefe his laft words, O Crito, / 
" owe iEfculapius a cock, pay it, neglefi it not. It lhall be done, 
" faid Crito ; will you have any thing elfe ? He made no anfwer, 
" lay ftill a while, then ftretchcd himfelf forth ; with that the 
" executioner uncovered him, his eyes were fet, Crito clofed 
** them. This was the end of the befl, the wifeft, and mod jull of 
4C men". Tho' Leo Allatius and fome others have endeavoured 
to reprefent the time of the death of Socrates as a point not eafily 
fettled, yet ttiey are certainly in the wrong, mice there is fcarce a 
great event in the whole Greek hiftory, the time of which is more 
unqueftionably fettled. The Arundelian marbles, and many other 
authorities, (hew that it happened when Laches was archon, in the 
firft year of the ninety fifth olympiad, that is 2599 years after the 
flood, and four hundred before the birth of Chrilt. The reader 
may poflfibly be dcfirous to know what became of his enemies ; 
and becaufe we (hall have no opportunity of inferring it in the hif 
♦orv, we will add jt in this note. The Athenians grew very quick- 
ly 
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with patriots ; yet fo it was, that, notwithftanding her ill 
ufage, never any city was more beloved by her citizens. Co- 
non, who, after the misfortune which befel him at the battle 
of the Hellespont, which was followed by the deftru&ion of 
Athens, had kept himfelf clofe in Cyprus and never ventured 
home, now conceived in his mind a mighty projeft, no lefs 
than the reftoring of the Athenian affairs to their antient ftate, 
and beflowing once more upon that city the empire of the 
fea. With this view he caufed a project to be tranfmitted 
to the Perjian king, wherein he endeavoured to demonftrate, 
that the pride of the Lacedemonians would be extremely de- 
trimental to his affairs ; that their dominion once thoroughly 
fettled in Greece, they would prefume to give laws to Afia alfo, 
efpecially with relpedl to the Greek cities therein ; and that 
therefore it would be expedient for the Perfians to confider of 
fome means for putting it once more in the power of Athens 
to check the infolence of that afpiring ftate, and thereby 
preferve the great king's dominions in peace and fafety. 
Conon's memorial was quickly fupported by fadts; two La- 
cedemonian armies, within the compafs of a few years, paf- 
fed over into Afia, the laft under Lyfander and Agejilaus, 
which performed great things, and would have performed 
greater, if the Perjian king had not, by fending fome of his 
agents with vaft fums of money into Greece, raifed fo many 
and fo powerful enemies againft Sparta, that fhe was con- 
ftrained to recal Agefilaus to her afliftance. The expediency 
of Conon's advice being fo fully made known, he, as a pcr- 
fon perfe&ly well fkilled in maritime affairs, was preferred to 
be admiral of the Perjian fleet ; the Athenians in the mean 
time had the courage to join with the Argives, and other ftates, 
in a war againft the Lacedemonians, which they purfued with 
variety of fortune. Conon attacked the Lacedemonian fleet, 
which was nearly equal to that of the Perjtans, which confifted 
of ninety fail, and after an obftinate engagement, wherein 
the Spartan admiral was killed, totally defeated it, taking 

ly fenfible of the mifchief they had done, and becaufe it was irre- 
parable, they lb hated its authors, that they would not fuffer them 
to light fire at their houfes. They would not anfwer them a que- 
ftion. They would not bathe with them ; and if they were feen 
to touch ever fo large a veffel of water, they threw it away as im- 
pure, until thefe men, unable to bear this ufage longer, hanged 
themfclves ; and for the fame reafon the Athenians, that they 
might blot from their minds the memory of fo black an aftion, for- 
bad the name of Socrates to be mentioned in the Theatre (2). 



(2) Plato in Phxd, Plut. de InviJia & odio. 

f fifty 
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fifty /hips and five hundred prifoncrs. Afterwards he and 
Pharnabazus obliged moft of the ftates, dependent on Lace- 
demon 9 to change fides, particularly thofe of Coos, Nif<za y 
Teos, and Chios ; Aiitylene^ Ephefus^ Eryihrea, and other 
places folio wed their example, and thus the Lacedemonians at 
once loft the empire of the fca. Conon determined after this 
unexpected fuccefs to return to Attica, and in his way thither 
brought over the Cycladcs^ reduced Cythera> put a garifon 
therein, and, after having confirmed the Corinthians in their 
league with the Athenians, failed from thence to Athens * 
where he promifed the citizens to rebui d the long walls and 
to re-fortify the city, which he accordingly performed as far ' 
as in him lay, hiring a multitude of workmen, and landing a 
great body cf men from the fleet ; the Thebans alio fent 
five hundred carpenters and mafons, and other cities did the 
like; but Tiribazus^ who commanded the Perfian armies in 
Afia y envying Cough's great f'uccefc, give out, that he made 
ufe of the Perfian power merely to get towns and countries 
for his own citizen**. To anfwer which charge he fent for 
him to Sardisy where upon his fir ft appearance he threw him 
into prifon *. 

The difturbances in Greece gave the Athenians an oppor- 
tunity of re-eftablifliing their affairs, and making themfelves 
once more confiderablc ; the Corinthian war particularly, as 
it lafted a confiderable time and with various fuccefs, ferved 
as a kind of fchool to the Athenian youth who addicted them- 
felves to arms ; and it ferved the better, becaufe the Athenian 
general, who then commanded, was Jphicratcs, not only 
the beft officer of Greece in his days, but who, in his know- 
ledge of the art of war, exceeded all who went before him ; 
others had fiudied it from the glory refill ting therefrom, Iphi- 
crates looked upon it as a fcience, for which he laid down 
rules, and brought things nearer a certainty than it was ever 
conceived they would have been. Plutarch tells us, that he 
was the fon of a fhoe-makcr, but Cornelius Nepos does not 
mention any thing of his family ; the firft exploit by which 
he diftinguiihed himfclf was in a fea-fight, where finding 
himfelf wounded and unable to remain on board the enemy's 
/hip, he carched up one of the foldiers.in his arms and car- 
ried him on board his own, which fheivs, that he had great 
ftrength of body, as well as mighty prefence of mind. We 



are told further with refpedl to his pcrfon, that it was won- 
derfully venerable, and that he ftruck with awe all fuch as 

* Xe vophon. lib. iv. Diouon. Ill), xiv. Corn. Nepos in 
vita Conon is. 

Vol. Vf. (I >; convcrfed 
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converfed with him. He (hewed his good fenfe in altering 
the lial lit and arms of the Athenian foleiiers which had been 
ufed to his time ; in (lead of large heavy Ihields, he gave them 
light ones \ inftead of fhort fpears, long ones ; and inftead of 
little itabbinr fwords, weapons of a more ufeful fize. In 
this war of Ccrinth he gained by his fkill great advantages 
over armies, more numerous* and compofed of better foldiers 
than his ow.i, He carefully fortified his camp, though it 
was in the country of his allies; and when fome of his offi- 
cers, who thought he gave the foldiers needle fs trouble, afk- 
cd him, who lie was afraid of; I am afraid, anfvvered he, of 
being forced to ufe that exprelliyn, which of all others leaft 
bee <mcs a general, 1 did not think of it* Agcjilaus king of 
Sparta, whole troops had been elfe where always victorious, 
were notwithstanding beaten with great lofs by this Athenian, 
which exceedingly grieved Agefdaus, and mi.de hirn abate 

fomewhat of that haugntinefs he had hitherto (hewn upon all 
the ofF. is which had been made to him for peace. Abroad 
the fF.tirs of the Athenians went tut ill ; the exiles from 
Rhodes, which was now under a democratic government, 
went tofyff ta 9 :\\ui boaftmg there of their great intereft, and 
of the facility with wi.i Ji their country might be brought to 
change fides and join with the Lacedemonians, two fleets were 
fent to th.it iiknd. The Athenians, greatly alarmed at this, 
difputched the Lmous *J hrajybulus, to whom they owed their 
deiiv. ranee, to prevent the dcligns of the Lacedemonians 
from t. iking cfll-ct. When this great captain came into 
thele (cms, he received fucli intelligence from Rhodes, as 
thoroughly convinced him, that any attempt he made there- 
upon would be fruitlefs; he therefore failed to the Hcllefpont 9 
where he reconciled two Thracian princes, and made them 
confederates with the Athenian Urate; after this he bent his 
endeavours to the reducing fuch cities as, taking advantage 
of the bad ftate of the Athenian affairs, had revolted from 
them. In purfuance of this feheme, he reduced Byzantium 
and Ch ilcis, and afterwards failing over to Lcjbos, where all 
the cities ha 1 revolted except Mitylcnc, he brought them a- 
pain under the o edience of Athcvs, .r. ! Lvicd confidcrablc 
i urns of- money, by wav of fine I", jevolt ; after thefc 
viutorie*: lie fet fail fur R'kJcs, hupir. ih.c the fame of them 
would awe the people of th;.t iilanu, a:.J cuntributc to the 
end fo: which he ha I been feiit thither. Firft of all he ex- 
uded a fum of mon.-y iioni A'p^id/fs, but after it was paid 
linn, lii ■ (ohliers h.a iiig plundered f...ic of the inhabitants 
wjtiiourhi. knovh dgc, v fo nmJi provoked them, that in 
the night, when ; brajyh.hu thought himfdf fafe, and ex- 
pected 
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pe&ed no harm, they fuddenly entered his camp, where the/ 
committed great flaughtcr, and in die beginning thereof ilew 
him, which fo terrified his fokliers, that, making what hafte 
they could to their ihips, they withdre w without attempting 
to profecute further the expedition on which their general 
had been fent. This end had Thrafybulus^ a man who in 
point of virtue was inferior to none, in fortune fuperior to 
moft, and in the glory of freeing his country from fervitude, 
without any view to his own intereft, fcarce equalied by 
any. The Athenians to fupply his place were conftrained to 
fend Ipbicratts, for they had not now, as formerly, choice 
of generals j their infolence and their misfortunes having; ei- 
ther driven away or extinguiuied all their great men. Iphi- 
crates had only with him eiiiht ^allies and twelve hundred 
men, when he joined the remains of Tbrafybulus's fleet, hi- 
therto commanded by one Argyrius \ he having intelligence, 
that Anaxibius, the Lacedemonian admiral, proud of fomc 
fmall fuccefles he had obtained, lay very carelefly at Abjelos, 
immediately failed thither, and intercepting him one day a- 
broad with twelve more goVvi*nors of towns, fell upon and 
flew them, after which Ipb 2 crates failed to Cberfoncfus* Short' 
Jy after this Mgina^ at the motion of EteonLus^ revoked, 
whereupon the Athenians fent one of their admirals with a 
fleet to reduce it, which could not be effected ; on the con- 
trary, the inhabitants of the aland, as foon as the Athenian 
fleet was withdrawn, began to infuft the coall of Attica^ 
which vexed the Athenians exceedingly, and conftrained them 
to keep a fquadron continually at fea, to protect as well the 
villages on the fhore, as their Ihips employed in trade, an 
evil they had not experienced fince the clofe of the Pelopon- 
nefian war. The affairs of the Lacedemonians obliging them 
to remove the fleet they had in the neighbourhood of /iigina 9 
the Athenians fent Ennomes with a flrong fquadron to keep in 
Gorgopas^ who was left to command there. Gorgopas, find- 
ing his much outnumbered by the Athenian gallics, retired 
into port and landed his troops, which when the Athenian 
admiral perceived, he put to fea in the ni.-ht, Landing a 
light in his poop, that the reft of his fiiips might u\<.t alter 
him. Gorgopai inftantly reimburked hi*, men, and {hind a- 
way after the Athenian fleet, keeping aloof, till Enuomcs^ en- 
tering a port of Attica^ began to land hij men, which when 
he had half finifhed, Gorgopas fell upon them with giea: vi- 
gour, and after an obftinatc fr p ht carried oft' four gal li to 
Aigina \ this loft was a little after repaired by Chabrint the 
Athenian general ; for he failing to Cyprus, with a fleet w Yu \\ 
had a body of land -force j on hoard, L ruled in :J ; Jna in the 
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night-time, and having pofted the major part of his forces in 
a valley near the temple of Hercules, ordered the reft to ad- 
vance towards a place called the Tl)rce Towers at break of 
day j Gorgopas, as foon as he had intelligence of the Athe- 
nians landing in the ifland, marched with what forces he 
could to oppofc them, and fent orders to all who were on 
board the fleet, to hailcn to him with the utmoft fpeed, 
which accordingly they did ; and thefe rufhing all by the am- 
bufcadc where Chabrias lay, he fuddenly charged them in 
flank and rear, while the other Athenians fell upon them in 
front; Gorgopas with eight Spartans being quickly flain, the 
reft betook thcmfelvcs to flight, of whom Chabrias cut off 
near four hundred men, which with the want of the fubfi- 
dies they expected from Sparta, fo broke the fpirits of the 
inhabitants of JEgina, that they undertook nothing for a con- 
siderable time after. At length Teleutias being fent from 
Sparta to command the gallies in that ifland, lie fo wrought 
upon the people by his fair fpeeches, that they went on board 
the fliips, and offered to follow him where he pleafed. He, 
having facrificcd, and taken a day's provifion on board, put 
out to fca, and having in the night rode very near the port 
of Athens, as foon as it was day, he failed ftrait into the Pi- 
raus, where he took feveral ^allies and a sreat number of 
prifoners. Thefe he fent prefently away to JEgina, and af- 
terwards cruizing along the coaft, carried off feveral trading 
vefTcls and an immenfe booty, out of which having given his 
men a month's pay beforehand, he fo raifed their fpirits, that 
they were ready to undertake any thing. In the height of 
their ardor he fell upon an Athenian fquadron of eight ^al- 
lies and took them ; after which drawing; together a fleet of 
eighty fail, with twenty gallies of Syracuje, he roamed about 
without rival, and maintained the dominion of the fca for the 
Lacedemonians c . 

The Spartans, willing to fecure the great advantages they 
is. had obtained, ordered Antakidas their admiral to fettle with 
the miniflcrs of the king of Pcrfia the terms of a general 
«j peace in Greec: ; for, on account of the Corinthian war and 
the vaft c:;pcnce of keeping fo many fleets at lea, Sparta was 
grown weary of fi^htinj*;, though i\v: had the better of her ri- 
val. The Ai'r'i'a'is on the oihcrhand, wearied out with con- 
tinual mis!« Mtu ues, were far Horn beiu^ averfe to the putting 
an end to the \wit ; for which the left of the cities of Greece 

1 XrMornoN. lib. iv. v. Djodor Sicvl. lib. xiv. Corn. 
Ni ros, in % it. Jj hie. Thr.if>b. & Chabr. 

were 
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were anxious, provided the peace was not prejudicial 
to their interefts ; they therefore fent all of them agents to 
Tiribazus to know what terms the king his matter would pro- 
pofe. The Perfian, having firft fhewn them the great king's 
feal, opened his difpatch ; the contents of which were, that 
the king thought it juft the cities in Afia lhou]d belong to him, 
and remain under his jurifdiction, and that all the reft, little 
and great, fhould remain free ; of the iilands, however, he 
claimed Clazomcnes and Cyprus \ Lemnos, Imbros, and Sciros, 
he icft to the Athenians, becaufe they had belonged to them 
time out of mind, declaring moreover, that if any of the 
Greek ftates rejected thefe terms, he and the reft of the con- 
federates would compel them to accept them by continuing 
the war by lea and land. The Lacedemonians and Athenians 
accepted them, and became once more friends and allies ; this 
from its author was ftiled the peace of Antalcidas, which in 
the mean was very fcandalous to Sparta, who, after fo 
Jong pretending to vindicate the liberties of the Grecian cities 
in Afia, now delivered them up to the king u . 

The defign of this peace was evidently the raifing Sparta 
to an uncontroulable dominion over the Grecian ftates, which 
Ihe began to exercife immediately after it took effect, failing 
firft on the Mantinca^s, and afterwards on oilier Iit:le ftates, 
at laft on Thebes itfelf, where, wkhout the kail provocation, 
the Lacedemonians feized the citadel, and enabled the Thebans 
of their faction to tyrannize over their country, of whom 
four hundred fled to Athens, which city was far from making 
the fame figure now as formerly ; the Grecians remembering 
with avcrlion her cruelty when in power, and feeing with dif- 
dain her indolence under the affronts of Sparta. The Th. ban 
exiles, however, found here not only a fafe place of refuge, 
but all the kindnefs and afiiftance they could reafonably expect 
from the principal men of Athens, who laboured hard to per- 
fuadc the people, that it \\\\:, both fafe and honourable for them 
to fuccour thefe unhnvpv men. The exiles, unfatisfied with 
being fafe abroad, longed to live with freedom at home ; they 
therefore found means to let on foot a confyiracy in Thebes, and 
by the private afliflance of the Athenians brought matters fo 
to bear, that they got pofleflion of the city; but fearing left 
the Lacedemonians ihould lend mighty fuo.ours to their gari- 
fonin die citadel, they lent depute, ti Athens, befeecliing the 
people to call to mind with what kindnefs they had received 
the Athenians, who were banilhcd by the thirty tyrants, and 

" Xbn o p iion, Diopor. ubi fupra. Pi.it, in vit. Agksil. & 
An. tax. Cop. s Nu'o^ in vil. Joiner. 

ho w 
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how far it was owing to their aid that the Athenians recovered 
that liberty which they now enjoyed, conjuring them nQt to 
defert them now, when the Thebans were ready to light againft 
Sparta for the liberty of Greece* but to afford them fuch fuc^ 
cours as might enable them to fight with hope. The people, 
having heard the Theban deputies, came prefently to a refbluti- 
©n of fending away fuch a body of auxiliaries, as might at once 
demonstrate their gratitude to the Thebans, and their care of 
the liberty of Greece ; with this view they fent Demophoon at 
the head of five thoufand foot and five hundred horfe, who 
Searched with prodigious diligence to Thebes, where they en- 
abled thofe of their party to take the citadel, which they ef- 
fected before the Lacedemonians could relieve it ; after which 
the Athenians returned horn From this time forward they 
fought by all means to raife a party againft the Spartans* by 
putting themfelvL-s at the head, by which they hoped to reco- 
ver their antient luftre. The forces, however, of the Lace- 
4emmians 9 being as yet much greater than their own, made 
them fojne times obliged to diflemble their hatred to that ftate, 
$nd alfa to difcountenance thofe orators who were notorioufly 
enemies to Sparta. An accident happened at laft which en- 
tirely changed the f ice of things, and conftrained the Athenians 
to declare openly againft Laced emon. One Sphodrias a Spar- 
tan, who commanded at The/pis, undertook a bold expedition, 
in which if he had fucceeded, hi j countrymen muft have been 
abfolute lords of Greece ; for he marched fuddenly with a great 
body of troops towards Athens? and hoped to fcize the fort of 
Pirczus in the ni^ht ; but when he had marched as far as Lieu-* 
Jlna y the fun began to appear, upon which his foldiers refufed 
to march any farther. That he miffed his blow was far from 
fceii)£ the wopft confluence of his ralhncf;; the Athenians 
were fo much alarmed, that they I'cized certain Spartan am- 
fcafTadors who were in their city, and made them prif >ners, 
conceiving, that they were privy to this attempt; but they » 
eliciting their innocence, allured the people of Athens* that 
$pb*di'ias fhould ec called to a fevere account, and pay with 
fris Lie fortius infamous atcmpt, whereupon they were relea- 
sed i but S[> F odrias being brought to a trial and acquitted, the 
jtlhiKtwi? inJla.uily declared war, accounting it better to ha- 
zard ail things in the field, than to ! e in danger of having their 
throats cut in their huufes by fuch fudden ex; editions. They 
yarned on this occafion three generals, Timotheus* Chabrias^ 
and Qallljlratus, directing them to levy an army of twenty 
thoufand foot and five hundred horlo ; they likewife ordered 
a fleet to be fitted out of two hundred fail. To fhew that they 
vid jion intend to fight for thcmfclves only 5 but that they 

would 
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would dojuftly by all their confederates^ they reftored all thft 
lands, which had been divided among their^ citizens* out of 
Attica, to their antient proprietors, and offered fuch reafoiia* 
ble terms to their allies, particularly the fixing a fenate, which 
was to confift of one deputy from each city, at that 
they prefently drew over a great number to their fide, and ex-=- 
ceedingly alarmed the Lacedemonians. The fame alfo of th& 
Athenian generals was of no finall fervice to their country, for* 
Timotheus was exceedingly efteemed on account of his father 
Gonsn's merit, and for his own magnanimity and prudence J 
Gbabrias was reputed one of the firft generals of his age, and 
Callijiratits was a man of < reat worth and high accomplifh-* 
ments ; as for Iphicrates, the king of Perfta had begged him 
of the Athenians, and they held the friendfhip of that prince* 
in confideration of the great fervices he leceived from that ex- 
perienced general. In the mean time the Lacedemonians in* 
vaded Bceotia under the command of their king Agcfilaus, who 
with a mighty army braved the Thebatis and their allies in the 
neighbourhood of their own city. Chabrias, who commanded 
them, took poft along the defcent of a hill ; and when dge-> 
Jiiausled the Spartan army in battalia towards them', Chabri* 
as ordered his foldicrs to lean one knee on the ground, to lee 
their fhields hang carelefsly on their arms, but to keep theif 
fpears extended as if they intended to continue in their pofts* 
and to expeft the Spartans without putting themfelves into 
any hurry. Agefilaus having weighed within himfelf the ad* 
vantage they had in ground, the intrepidity of the men, and 
the experience of their general, retired without attempting to 
force them. Afterwards the Athenians obtained fome advan- 
tages, and in confequence of them obliged Cleombrotus king 
of Sparta to retire without entering Bceotia. Chabrias in 
the interim was recalled to take upon him the command of 
the Athenian fleet which was to go againft Naxus ; he befieg- 
ed the capita] of that ifland, but in vain, PoWs the Lacedemo* 
nian coming with a great fleet to its relief. Chabrias defirous 
to regain the honour of his country, reimbarked his forces, 
and offered the Lacedemonians battle ; the engagement was 
long and obftinate, at laft, however, he gained an abfolute vic- 
tory, though with the lufs of eighteen gallies, the Lacedemo- 
nians loJing twenty four, befides eight that were taken with 
all their men. But Chabrias did not purfue this victory as he 
might have done, being deterred by the fate of the fix generals, 
who had fufFered for not fuccouring the wounded and burying 
the dead ; as it was, he recovered the Athenian reputation at 
fea, for this was die firft naval vi&ory, which, with their own 

proper forces the Athenians had acquired fines the ZV*/mv- 
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Jidn war". Afterwards he failed againft the Thracians, and de- 
livered the Aider lies whom they had treated with great cruel- 
ty \ but while he was here taking care of the affairs of the 
citv and providing againft the return of the barbarians, he was, 
as fome fay, ailafTinated, none knew by whom, or for what 
reafon. The Athenians fen: Timothcus to fupply his place, 
which he effectually did, proving more formidable to the La-> 
cedemonians in his fingle pcrfon, than all their enemies befide ; 
for by his eloquence, affability, and juftice, he drew many of 
their allies to forfake them, and by his great (kill in maritime 
affairs, he vanquished them in a fea fight at Leucades^ fo that 
all things went prefperoufly for the Athenians on this fide. 
Artaxerxes king of Pcrfia endeavoured all this time to recon- 
cile the Grecians among thcmfelves, becaufe he wanted mer- 
cenaries to be employed in a war he intended againft Egypt. 
The Athenians and Lacede?nsnians theml elves were weary of 
war, and therefore fuffered thcmfelves to be the more eafily in- 
treated \ befides, they were both apprehenfive, that the The- 
bans would at length run away with that authority for which, 
they had fo long contended ; they therefore clapped up a fud- 
clen peace, which was ill kept, upon thefe terms, that all cities 
ihould be free; to which the Thebans would by no means yield* 
for they would never confent, that all the little cities of Bceo- 
i 'w fhoiilvl be freed from their dominion. Iphicrates, much about 
this time, quitted the Per/ian fen-ice, where he had been en- 
trufted with the command of twenty thoufand Greets, efcap- 
ing with a fingle fhip to Athe?is. The reafon of this was, 
that Pharnabazus and he had differed, whereupon the Athe- 
?iian, fearing that this Pcrftan general would ferve him as he 
had Conon, that is clap him into a prifon and put it out of his 
power to defend himfelf, chofe rather to *juit his command 
than hazard his liberty, and therefore retired in the manner 
before mentioned ; he was quickly followed to Athens by Per- 
Jian ambnlfadors, who charged him with mighty crimes, and 
carncftly defired that he fhould be punifhed ; to which the Atbc- 
mans anfwercd, that they would punifh him when he was proved 
guilty ; but in the mean time, having occaiion for his fervicc, 
they made him admiral of their fleet. The late peace having 
given the Grecian cities a juft title to freedom, difputes a role 
in many of them, whether ariftocracy or democracy fhould 
prevail, and thefe difputes not being accommodated bywords, 
li-dition and civil war enfued in feveral places, efpccially in 
y.acynthus and Ccrcyra ; the Laccdimr.uam, notwithfranding 
the peace, afTiftcd to the utmoft of their power fuch as were 
fur oligarchy, and the Athe^'u: :s y according to their old prac- 
tice, befriended eveiy where the democratic government. 

Mitt'fippus 
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Mnefippus the Lacedemonian general blocked up Corcyra, the 
inhabitants of which were on the very point of being ruined ; 
Timotheus, who had been fent to their aiEftance, having found 
it neceflary to fail to Thrace, preferring the fervice of his own 
country to the neceffities of its allies, for which the Athenians 
rewarded him and Iphicrates after the old manner, that is to 
fay they condemned them both. But when the former brought 
along with him many ambafiadors, who defired to renew the 
antient leagues between their conftituents and Athens, and 
alfo proved that he had encreafeJ the fleet with thirty gal- 
lies and brought mighty fums into the public treafury, the A- 
thenianSy in regard to his own and his father's merit, who by 
rebuilding their walls had made Athens once more a city, re- 
fcinded their former decree, and reftored Timotheus to his 
command. In the mean time Ctefides was fent with five 
hundred men to Corcyra, where he was fo fortunate as to kill 
the Lacedemonian general, and to leave very little to be done 
byTimotheus and Iphicrates ,who came at length with the fleet. 
Artaxerxes ftill labouring to reconcile the Grecian ftates, and 
the Athenians having conceived a violent antipathy againft the 
Thebans for deflxoying Platcea and Thefpis, fent deputies to 
Sparta with Callijiratus at their head, and there concluded a 
peace on the old terms, that all the cities fhould be fet at li- 
berty, to which, as before, the Thebans refufed to confent ; 
this happened in the beginning of the hundred and fecond 
olympiad, Alcijlhenes being archon at Athens «. 

The Athenians, now perceiving that they were become The Atfcc- 
very inconfiderable, endeavoured to ftrengthen themfelves, nians de- 
by propofxng an oath to the cities of Greece, that they would dare for, 
obferve the truce eftablifhed by the king, and in cafe any in- ai1 ^ *JPft 
jury was offered to one city, that fhe fhould be afilfted by e,l - c Rec- 
all ; this was readily yielded to by all, except the Eleans and demom ~ 
Thebans : between the latter and the Spartans a new war ans " 
broke out, in which the latter was fo diftre/Ted, that they de- 
manded aid of the Athenians, who thereupon fent Iphicrates , 
who in this expedition loft fome part of his reputation, Some 
negociations for a general peace being fet a-foet at the court 
of the Per/tan king, the Athe7iians amongft the rcfi fent de- 
puties, and amongft them one T'vnagoras ; the Thebans, who 
now aimed at the dominion of Greece, fent Pelopidas, a man 
of fuperior abilities, who drew to himfelf the confidence of 
the Perfian king, and having found a way to bring over 77- 
magoras to his party, he clapped up a peace, whereby it was 
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agreed, that Mejfene fhould be exempted from the Lacedemo- 
nian government ; that the Athenians (hould no more pre- 
tend to the fovereignty of the fea ; that the cities ftiould be 
governed by their own laws, and the Thebans be efteemed 
the king's chief friends and allies. Timagoras on his return 
was accufed to the Athenian people of having betrayed his 
truft, upon which he was condemned and put to death. The 
Argives falling upon the Phliafians y on account of the remark- 
able fidelity to the Lacedemonians , and bringing them to great 
ft raits, thelatter defired aid of the Athenians, who thereupon 
fent Chares to their afliftance, who behaved himfelf with 
£,reat prudence and valour, and gained two vi&ories againft 
the Argives. After this the Athenians entered into a ftrift 
league with the Arcadians, for they were now forced to tem- 
porize, and to take fuch opportunities, as the times offered 
for maintaining themfelves in any fhow of power. Timotheus 
their laft great commander gave, however, fome degree of 
credit to their arm?, by reducing Tor one and Potidaa in Ma- 
cedonia under their obedience, and raifing the fiege of Cyzicum. 

The war ftill continuing between ths Thebans and Lacedemo- 
nians, Epaminondas, defiring to put an end to it at once, 
fought the famous battle at Mantinea, againft the Lacedemo- 
nians, Arcadians, Acheans, E leans, and Athenians ; of the lat- 
ter there were fix thoufand, who behaved very well in the 
left wing, where they were pofted, but were at laft put to 
flight by the Thebans ; however, they rallied again and re- 
mained in the field of battle till the engagement was over, 
wherein, indeed, theTfofotfj had the vi&ory, but it coft them 
very dear ; for they loft here Epaminondas their glorious ge- 
neral, who firft infpired them with the thoughts of attaining 
the fovereignty of Greece both by land and fea. Some ftirs in 
Arcadia engaged the Athenians to fend thither a great army 
under the command of Pammenes, who performed what he 
was fent for, and returned home with honour. Alexander, 
prince or tyrant of Phcerea, having undertaken an expedition 
againft the Cyclades, met with fome oppofition therein from 
Leofthenes the Athenian, whereupon he attacked fome gallies 
belonging to that ftate and took them ; upon which the Athe- 
nians being angry with Leojlhenes's bad fuccefs, condemned 
him, and fent Chares with a fleet into thofe parts, who was 
fo far from repairing the difafters which had already fallen out, 
that by his ill management he greatly incrcafed them, plun- 
dering the confederates of the Athenians, delaying any at- 
tempt upon the enemy, creating feditions wherever he came, 

and 
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and feeming to have nothing elfe in view but to enrich him- 
felf*. 

We are now come to thofe times in which the Athenians The firft 
came to contend with Philip of Macedon, unluckily for them, Macedo- 
when all their great captains were exhaufted, and when this ™ an w * r# 
prince appeared with a genius fuperior to all the politicians ^^p^^ 
and chieftains of his time. The Athenians were very early 2 g 
apprehenfive of his abilities, and therefore they efpoufed the T^fore 
caufe of Argius his competitor, to whofe affiftance they font Chrift 
Mantias, at the head of three thoufand men, with a great ^5o. 
ileet. This Mantias put things into a good poftuce at his firft („/^\^>J 
arrival for befides the Macedonians, who adhered to Argius, 
the Pceonians and the Thracians were of his party. Kincr 
Philip advanced, however, with an inferior army, as if he 
came to an afliired victory, rather than to a doubtful en- 
gagement. Firft, he took off the Pceonians and Thracians, 
by giving them a prodigious fum of money, and as foon as 
they were retired, he fell upon Argius and Mantias, who 
ftill lay with their army at Methane, and thoroughly routed 
them. The Macedonians of Argius 's party he purfucJ, hut 
fuffered the Athenians to make an orderly retreat, which 
mightily affetSied the fpirits of that people, and readily difpof- 
ed them to an accommodation, wherein they chiefly fought 
to make themfelves mafters of Amphipolis, to which Philip 
quitted his claim, the fituation of his affairs requiring it, and 
in confequence thereof a peace was concluded. However, 
he took it fhortly afterwards, pulled down its walls, and ex- 
pelled fuch of its citizens as had given him offence ; the A the- 
nians not being able to relieve it, on account of the many 
troublefome affairs in which they were now engaged, and of 
which we are next to give an account f . 

The Chi ans, Rhodians, Coans, and Byzantines, growing Jhg f oc iai 
weary of the Athenian yoke, refolved to throw it off and fet at , rtr§ 
themfelves free. The Athenians on the firft notice thereof Year of 
lent Chares with a land army to befiege Chios, while Cha- the Flood 
Arias (whom, as we obferved, Di odor us affirms to have been 2*43. 

flain long before,) was to block up the place by fea. Come- Year be- 
lius Nepos, who exprefly wrote the life of that general, fays, frreChrifl, 
rhat he was no more than a private man in this expedition, 
but that the foldiers and feamen, having a better opinion of ' 
his fkill than of their general's, in a manner forced on him 
the command, which refpedi of theirs proved his deflrudion ; 
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for endeavouring firft to enter the haven where he had broke 
in, nobody followed him, fo that, being encompafled by the 
enemy, his galley was funic, out of which calling himfelf he 
might eafily have efcaped, as others did, but preferring a 
glorious death to a life without honour, he continued fighting 
till he was flain. If we may credit the author beforcmentioncd, 
the Athenians, doubting whether Chares with his fleet of fixty 
fail would be able to reduce the confederates again under 
their dominion, difpatched away fixty other Ihips under the 
command of Timotkeus and Iphicrates, making them all equal 
in commiffion. In the mean time the confederates fitted out 
a fleet of a hundred gallies, and with it infeftcd Imbros and 
Lefbos, taking all {hips that fell into their hands, and raifing 
contributions wherever they landed their troops, fo that by 
thefe methods they acquired mighty fums of money, wherewith 
they paid their armies and fleets ; they afterwards befieged Sa- 
mos both by land and fea. The Athenian generals, to conflrain 
them to abandon this defign, went and befieged Byzantium, 
which had the effect they propofed, for immediately the con- 
federates raifed thefiegeof Samos, and with their utmoft force 
bore away for Pyzantium. When they came before the port, 
they offered the Athenians battle ; but a great llorm arifing, 
Timotheus and Iphicrates thought it improper to fight, though 
Chares vehemently pre fled it ; and becaufe he could not carry 
his point, he lent home to Athens and accufed his collegues, at 
which the people were fo incenfed, that they cafhiered and fi- 
ned them ; Timotheus, being unable to pay his mulct, did not 
return to his countrv, but retiring to Chelos broke his heart. 
Such was the end of the great Canon's fon, a man no- way in- 
ferior to his father, either in military (kill or in love to his 
country; the Athenians, when they hard of his demife, remit- 
ted the greateft part of his fine to his fon, but they obliged 
him to pay a tenth of it, which they molt unaccountably ap- 
propriated to the reparation of thofe walls, which had been 
built by his grandfather. Philip of Macedon in the mean 
wh lc took Pydna, which he afterwards delivered up to the 
Oiynth'uins, after which he befieged and took Potidaa, which 
had fo long been under the power of the Athenians, and which 
was of vaft advantage to them in all their Thracian war. Cha- 
res the Athenian admiral, having now no-body to check him, 
rafhly engaged in an arduous affair, whereby he hoped greatly 
to ferve his country. Pharnabazus having revolted from the 
} <\n<r of Pcrfia, a mighty army was fent againft him by the 
king ; Chares, hoping that the Per/tan would well repay the 
f'.voitr, joined him with his forces, and together they proved 
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a n over-match for the king's generals, whom they totally rou- 
ted. The Athenians , as their cuftom was, ftruck with the 
firft news of the vi&ory, cried up Chares as one of the grea- 
teft patriots that could be ; but afterwards, when the Perfian 
king. by his ambafladors complained of the a£t, as contrary to 
the amity which fubfifted between them, and when it was re- 
ported abroad that the Perfians intended to lend the confede- 
rates a great fleet, the Athenians treated Chares as a traitor, 
and cryed out vehemently againft that a&ion, which they had 
as vehemently commended, and, in the firft tranfports of 
fear, refolved to make a peace with the ftates which had revol- 
ted from them, almoft upon their own terms ; accordingly 
peace was concluded, tho' little to the honour of the Atheni- 
ans^ after the war had lafted four years 2 . 

The Phocian war broke out the fame year, in which the pj 10C j au 
Athenians made peace with- the ftates which had revolted from 
them j this war concerned all Greece, and particularly the y eaf Q f 
Athenians , and therefore, though they had nothing to do with t \ c pi 00( j 
the beginning of it, yet it is requifite we ihould give an ac- 2644. 
count thereof here. The Phocians had plowed fome of the before 
lands dedicated to the Delphian Apollo, for which they were Chrift, 
fined by the Amphittyons or ftates general of Greece, but, in- 355. 
ftead of fubmitting to the judgment of that court, the Phoci- 
ans, at the motion of Philomclus, a bold and daring fpeaker, 
carried their infult on Apollo yet farther, and feized on the 
temple and all its riches ; this put all Greece into a flame, the 
Locrians and Boeotians made war on the Phocians, and to 
countenance their caufe ftilcd it f acred ; the Phocians, on the 
other hand, pretended, that they were far from being facri- 
legious perfons, for that they meddled not at all with the ri- 
ches of the temple, but only refumed the honour of protect- 
ing it, which had belonged to their anceftors ; but knowing 
that an army could better fupport their pretentions than fine 
fpeeches, they applied themfelves to the Lacedemonians and 
Athenians, and prevailed on them to become their allies. The 
war lafted a long time and with various fuccefs, fometimes 
the Phocians, and at other times the Thebans, prevailing ; 
however, it was conceived, that the Athenians a£ted unwor- 
thily in fending fuch great fupplies as they did to the Phocian 
commanders, at one time no lefs than five thoufand foot and 
three hundred horfe ; becaufe it was certain, that the chief 
reafon which induced them thereto was the high pay given to 
their troops, and as the money expended on this occafion was 
raifed, either by the coinage, or fale, of the dedicated things 
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in. the temple of Delphos y it was confidered as a facrilege to 
receive any part of this theft, efpecially for defending the rob- 
bers. But indeed the Athenians were much degenerated in 
their manners, of which their inclinations to thefe fort of 
proceedings may pafs for a manifeft proof ; for though it is 
certainly beneath a wife and free people to run, as the Atheni* 
ans had formerly done, into grofs and cruel fu perflations, yet 
it has been in all times accounted a certain fign of corruption 
and degeneracy, when people lofe all fenfe of religion, and 
openly affront thofe powers they pretend to worfhip. It is 
true, the Athenians pretended to colour the affiftance afforded 
by them to the Phocians, by pretending they were their old 
allies, and that they endeavoured to raifeup their power to bal- 
ance that of the king of Macedon ; but even at this diftance 
of time we may conclude, that thefe were merely pretences, 
i nice it is certain, that when Iphicrates intercepted fome fta- 
turs of gold and ivory, fent by Dionyfius the Sicilian, they 
fcwt him orders to fell them publicly, nothwithftanding they 
were dedicated to the Olympian 'Jupiter and to the Delphian 
Apollo. But it muft be owned, that not Athens only, but all 
Greece, was at this time governed by 'money; the Perjian 
king, who had always made ufe of gold to preferve himfelf 
from the unwelcome vifits of the Greeks, and to purchafe their 
aj'Tiflance when he found it neceflary, employed it now more 
than ever, and laid out greater fums in Greece than any of his 
predeccflors ; becaufe bribery, like other vices, rifes higher 
by degrees, and when men have been accuftomed to take 
money, they require larger wages than thofe which contented 
them at firft. Philip of Macedon, having found a way to 
render the gold mines in Thrace infinitely more beneficial to 
him, than they had been to the Athenians, openly pra&ifcd 
the fame art, maintaining penfioners in all the ftates of Greece, 
and in Athens among the reft. The Phocian chiefs had no- 
thing elfe to fupport their caufe but money, and that they 
parted wiih it very freely, we may guefs from what Diodorus 
and Plutarch tell us ; that in a few years they fquandered ten 
thoufand talents, which falls little ftiort of two millions of 
our money. The orators, or, as the Athenians ftiled them, 
the Demagogues , that is, fuch as led the people by their fpee- 
ches, were molt of them retained by fome or other of thefe 
parties. Dcmojlhenes himfelf, who was by far the moft wor- 
thy of that number, was not unimpcached of accepting Per- 
ftan gold. He became about this time eminent, and there- 
fore, according to our cuftom of giving the characters of 
Athenian ftatefmen, it is neceflary, that we (hould here draw 
his, finee he was the Pericln of hi:) time, and in right of his 

eloquence 
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eloquence held a kind of dominion over his fellow citizens. 
He was the fon of an eminent Athenian^ who had raifed a 
great fortune from the manufa&ure of fword-blades, but was 
far from being a blackfmith, as Juvenal would have us be- 
lieve. Demofthenes himfelf feemed leaft of all defigned by 
nature for an orator, hisperfon was far from being hand fome, 
his tongue was too large, his voice weak and broken, and his 
gefture very uncouth. His father dying when he was young 
and his own conftitution being weak, his mother indulged him 
to the prejudice of his education, and his guardians, taking 
advantage of his tender years, impofed on him to the preju- 
dice of his fortune ; thefe unforeseen accidents led him to 
commence orator, for being engaged by that time he was fe- 
venteen years old in feveral law-fuits, he pleaded his own 
caufe, which no law forbad, and having from thence attained 
an ability of fpeaking, he attempted, when of a proper age, 
to harangue the people, in which he fucceeded fo ill, that it 
had like to have difcouraged him from fpeaking more ; but 
his paffion for becoming an orator enabled him to get the 
better of nature and the people ; to render his tongue flexible, 
he accuftomed himfelf to fpeak with ftones in his mouth ; to 
raife his voice to a proper pitch, he declaimed on thefea fhoar; 
to reprefs a habit he had got of fhrugging his fhoulders, he 
hung a fword drawn in his chamber, at fuch a height, that 
when he pra&ifed his orations it pricked his fhoulders whene- 
ver he pulled them up : long pradHce fupplied him with all 
things, and knowing he had nothing to truit to but his merit, 
he by ftudy and patience acquired a manly folid eloquence, 
not only fuperior to that of his contempotraries, but alfo ex- 
celling all that went before, and all who have come after him, 
which his orations, yet in our hands, demonftrate beyond a 
queftion. He declared himfelf, in loud terms, againft the 
prevailing follies of his countrymen, he reproached them with 
their ficklenefs, faithle/Tnefs, and want of true regard for the 
public intereft. He exclaimed againft their vanity, in attribu- 
ting to themfelves the merit of their anceftors, and fancying 
that the reputation of the antient Athenians would fupport the 
vices of their pofterity. He expatiated on the neceffiry of 
purfuing the old method of making war, by maintaining 
an army of free citizens, not of mercenaries, and taking care 
of their naval affairs ; headvifed them to be kind to their al- 
lies, and ready on all occalions to affift them, whereby they 
might keep war at a diftance, enure their fubjeds to marital 
toils, and revive the glory of the Athenian name. He exhor- 
ted them to live always upon good terms with the Pnji<nu 
becaufe it was no longer in his power, or indeed in hi* will, 
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to think of conquering them ; but, on the contrary, it was 
hisintereft to preferve them from being conquered, as it was 
theirs to preferve the independency of all the ftates of Greece. 
Above all, he cautioned them againft the growing power of 
the Macedonian, he bbferved, that the dominion of republics 
feldom lafted long, whereas monarchies lafted the longer for 
being powerful ; whence he inferred, that they ought to fear 
Philip more than theTbebans, and not fuffer thcmfelves to be 
amufed, either by his fpecious pretences of loving peace, or of 
his affection to the Athenian ftate ; but in thefe difcourfes, as 
he (hewed himfelf a true patriot, fo there wanted not many 
pretended ones, who ftrenuoufly pleaded the caufe of Philip. 
But the Macedonian in the mean time did. not altogether de- 
pend either on his money, or the friends purchafed by his 
money, but endeavoured by force to eftablifh himfelf in that 
abfolute power over Greece which he'affedted. He made ufe 
of the war then raging between the Phocians and the Bceo- 
tians to march into Greece, and though he had ill fuccefs in 
two engagements, yet he overcame at laft, and, partly by 
force, partly by fraud, gained pofleffion of the ftreights of 
Thennopyla ; then it was that Demojihenes endeavoured to 
roufe the Athenians to a proper fenfe of their danger, and to 
that end compofed the firft of thofe orations which bear the 
title of Philippic, and which to this day are held inimitable 
in their kind •> he fhewed the Athenians^ with great perfpi- 
cuity and candor, that it was to no purpofe to make ufe of 
palliations in their dangerous condition, or to fancy that to 
apply a remedy to this evil and that, would preferve them 
from ruin. He proved to them, that Philip's plain and fettled 
defign was to advance himfelf to the fovereignty of Greece, 
in confequcncc of which they muft become his fubjefls, tho' 
he might perhaps call them his allies. He therefore advifed 
them to think of forming a plaifter as broad as the fore, and 
inftead of oppofing Philip here and there, in fending fuccours 
as they had two or three times already done to places taken 
before they could arrive, to begin a war in earneft, to excite 
all their confederates to rife in arms, and concur with them 
in deftroying the power of an ambitious prince, who would 
neither be contented with his own, nor fuffer other people 
to enjoy their poflcflions in quiet. He concluded with aflur- 
ing them, if they trufted any longer to expedients they would 
be ruined, becaufe Philip would every day grow ftrongcr, 
and they weaker ; whereas, by following vigorous and uni- 
form counfels, they might poffibly retrieve all things, and 
reduce Philip and his Macedonians to their primitive obfeurity. 
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The Athenians liftened, as they were wont to do, attentively 
to his difcourfe, and came to fome refolutions which were 
fuitable thereto ; but contented themfelves with this, and 
took no care to put their votes in execution. To fay the 
truth, they were at this time very uflfit for great undertak- 
ings ; the general they chiefly relied on was Chares, a man 
of great vices, and fmall abilities \ it is true, Phocion was then 
in their fervice, but they employed him in a trifling war in 
Cyprus, where it was not in his power to do them much 
good ; befides he was fo modefl- that he never fought com- 
mand, nor inftigated wars that he might raife his authority by 
them, though, taken as a foldier and an orator, as a ftatef- 
man and a genera], he was by far the greateft Athenian of 
his time. As he was a moft difinterefted patriot, he, could 
have no great affection for Philip, but as he perfe&ly well 
knew the difpofition of his countrymen, and how unlikely 
they were to fupport long fuch meafures as were neceflary to 
pull down the Macedonian power, he did not exprefs himfelf 
vehemently, but chofe rather to cultivate the efleem which 
on all occafions Philip fhewed for the ftate of Athens, as a 
jneans of preferving her, when things Ihould be in that ftate 
which he conceived they wanted virtue to prevent. From 
this chara&er the reader Will eafily difcern, that Demojlhenes 
and he could not well agree, the former was always warm, 
his language copious, and his defigns vaft and furprizing ; 
Phocion on the other hand was of a mild temper, delivered 
himfelf in very few words, and propofed things at once fit 
and eafy to be done ; yet he feldom or never concurred with 
the people, but fpoke as poignantly againft their vices as 
Demofhenes himfelf, infomuch, that this orator once told 
him, The Athenians, Phocion, in fome of their mad fits will 
murder thee. The fame, anfwered he, may fall to thee, De- 
mofthenes, if ever they come to be fober. At this fcafon fuch 
of the Athenians as had a competent ihare of eloquence and 
knowledge in ftate affairs, applied themfelves to the manage- 
ment of the a/Temblies, to the practice of pleading, and other 
civil matters ; fuch again as had fpent their time in the ar- 
my, addided themfelves wholly to military employments, 
endeavoured to obtain fuch commands as were at once ho- 
nourable and lucrative, and meddled little with the civil po- 
lity, feldom afpiring to the fupreme magiftracy, but confining 
themfelves wholly to what they conceived their fphcrc. Pho- 
cion was too wife not to difcern how dangerous fuch a con- 
duct muft in the end prove to the ftate ; he faw that tlitir 
fpcakers would dwindle into declairners, and their officers 
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become foldiers of fortune, valuing nothing but their rank and 
their pay. fie applied himfelf therefore alike to both, he 
fpoke frequently in the aflemblies, but in few, plain, and fig- 
nificant words; he refufed no commands that were affigned 
him, never canvaffed for any, and lived and died poor. The 
Chalcidian cities fellmoftof them into the hands of Philip^ in 
the laft year of the hundred and feventh olympiad^ and the 
year following he made war on the OlynthianSj a people who 
had hitherto been a match for him, and had frequently been 
an overmatch for his predeceflbrs. When the news of this 
expedition was fpread through Greece^ Demojihenes exerted his 
utmoft eloquence to engage the Athenians to aid the people 
of Olyntbus to the utmoft of their power, and there are ftill 
remaining three excellent orations on this fubjed. The rea- 
fons offered by him appeared fo clear, and the neceffity of 
fending fuccours to Olynthus was made fo evident, that relief 
was decreed. The fupplies fent were fmall, but they came 
fo opportunely, that the Olynthians received great advantages 
from them ; which being reported at Athens ^ the people be- 
came infolent with their good fortune, and affected to give 
out, that the Athenians had nothing more to do than to ap- 
pear in a war, in order to carry victory to the fide they fa- 
voured j but Demojihenes fhewed them the vanity of thefe 
light conceits in his third oration on the Olynthian war 3 where- 
in ae told them, that there was indeed fome merit in begin- 
ning well, but that they were in danger oflofingeven this, 
if they did not proceed with the fame lpirit, and enable their 
confederates not only to repulfe the invafion of Philips but 
alfo to invade him in their turns, and to carry that terror in- 
fo MucelloH, which of la tey ears Philip had ftruck through all 
ins neighbours. But the Athenians were not able to relifh 
Inch high-feafoned difcourfes, they were content to fend a 
fiiiindron now and then to the coafts of Thrace with a fmall 
body of land troops on board ; but to think ferioufly of a war 
J rice that which their fore-fathers had fuftained againft the 
Peloponnrjians^ and for it to forego all their public diverfions, 
ami j elinquifh all the donatives which they at prefent receiv- 
ed from the revenue of the ftate, was what the Athenians of 
thofe times could not be brought to endure; what therefore 
Demojihenes had predicted came exactly to pafs, Olynthus 
could not long refift the power of Philip's armies and his 
bribes ; on the contrary, two of its citizens betrayed the 
place into bis hands, where having cxereifed all that his 
cjueltj' and lu\s avaiicc could dictate, he marched away, big 
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with new proje&s for aggrandizing his own empire and ruin- 
ing his neighbours f. 

The Phaeton, or, as the friends of Philip affc&ed to call 
it, the facred war, was open yet, and the Boeotians and their 
allies, who were unable to carry it on with their proper forces, 
entreated the king of Maccdon to come down into the heart 
of Greece, and put an end thereto. But Philip, being at 
that time intent on his conquefts in Thrace, did not liften fo 
readily to this propofal as was expedted ; the true rcafon 
was, that he grew apprehenfive of the Athenians, and was in 
fome doubt whether, confldering their great intereft in Thrace, 
they might not be able to ftir up much mifchief in hisabfence. 
He therefore propofed to make peace with them, and, his 
party in Athens having drawn over many to an opinion that 
this would be a mighty advantage to their republic, JEfchina 
with fome other deputies were lent to treat with him. He 
made thefe ambaffadors wait his leifure, until he had fmifhed 
his affairs in Thrace then he came fuddenly down into Thrh 
jaly, propofmg to pafs immediately into Phocis, which gricv- 
ouily alarmed the Athenians, notwithftanding their minifters 
had concluded a peace for feven years. Demojlhencs advifed 
them to fend and demand a ratification of the treaty before he 
palled the Pyla, as alfo to perfuad^ him not to undertake a 
war againft the Phocians. On the other hand, the Boeotians 
fent to intreat him to continue his march and come fpecdily 
to their affiftance. Philip heard all the ambailadors, and 
though their demands were diametrically oppofite, he pio- 
mifed them all to do as they defired, and thereby kept them 
in a ltate of dependence, till he feized the poft of Thermopylae ; 
then coming down with a mighty army into Locris in the third 
year of the hundred and eighth olympiad, he put an end to the 
facred war by his prefence only ; for the Phocians, finding 
themfelves too weak to give him battle, made a treaty, 
whereby their general obtained leave to march away with 
lueh as would follow him ; the reft were left to the mercy of 
Philip, who referred them to the Amphiclyons, which great 
council, in return for this eminent fervice, took from the 
Phocians their double voice, and gave it to Philip and hi?: 
fubje&s, who till then had no voice at all. Returning crown- 
ed with glory into his own country, he bent his arms firli 
againft the Illyrians, and foon after, when he conceived the 
Athenians unable to help them, he attempted to bring the 
Perynthians under his dominion. Payithus was feared on 
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the fhore of Propontis, and as it always favoured the Athe- 
nians y had incurred, the Macedonian's high difpleafure. The 
inhabitants, however, were not eafily fubdued, they had 
learned from the Athenians to fet a high value on their liberty, 
and prepared to defend themfelves valiantly, when they heard 
that Philip was marching againft them. The Per/tan king 
beginning to doubt the defigns of the Macedonian, whofe an- 
cestors had been his tributaries, gave inftru&ions to his lieu- 
tenants, who were neareft Perynthus, to favour the inhabi- 
tants as much as poffible 5 the Byzantines alfo, doubting much 
the intentions of Philips fent Perynthus a very great fupply, 
infomuch, that they not a little weakened their own forces, 
of which Philip having intelligence, he left part of his army 
to block up Perynthus, and marched at the head of the reft 
to furprTze or befiege Byzantium , at the news of this the 
Athenians were indeed affrighted ; they .'therefore decreed, 
that fuccours ftiould be immediately fent, and with more than 
ordinary care put it in the power of Chares, who was elected 
general, to fail with a good fleet and a numerous army to the 
afliftance of the Byzantines j yet this effe&ed nothing, for 
when the fleet appeared off" of Byzantium, the inhabitants of 
that city refufed to let it enter their port, having before ex- 
perienced the worth of the Athenian admiral, and knowing 
him to be no better thanapirate with a commiflion. Chares^ 
having dreflcd this refufal in the worft colours poflible, dif- 
patched advice of it home, where it put the Athenians into 
a mighty chafe, and caufed many of them to fay in the aflem- 
bly, that it was a. pity they had aflifted the Byzantines at all ; 
upon which Phocion, rifing up, addrefled them in the follow- 
ing concife terms : My majlers, you ought not fo ?nuch to 
blame the jealoufy of your allies, as the bafe behaviour of your 
generals* who have rendered you fufpecled even to thofe who 
are unable to fupport themfelves without your aji/lance. 
Upon this the people, with their ufual inconftancy, dropped 
their former opinion, and unanimously phofe Phocion general, 
who, immediately failing to the Hellefpont, received the 
command of the fleet from Chares, and again appeared before 
Byzantium, landed his forces, and would have encamped 
•without the city but the Byzantines would by no means 
permit it, fctting open their gates, and joyfully receiving the 
Jthrr.'ums when they had Phocion for their general ; who 
quickly obliged Philip to return to his own dominions, took 
rtiany of his fhlps, recovered feveral places into which he 
had put garifons, and exceedingly harralfed the frontiers of 
his kingdom. So that it appeared, that the Macedonian was 
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not invincible, when oppofed by a man of probity as well as 

of abilities a . 

Sometime after this the Megarians privately fought the 
friendfhip of the Athenians. Phocion, being apprehenfive that 
the Boeotians would exert themfelves to prevent this union, 
caufed an affembly to be called very early in the morning ; 
where having prefented the petition from Megara, and back- 
ed -it with great warmth, the Athenians came into it very 
readily whereupon he made proclamation, that all fuch as 
would go on this expedition /hould immediately affemble in 
arms, and a great number prefenting themfelves very readi- 
ly, he without more ado put himfelf at their head, and 
marched direftly away to Megara, where he was very joy- 
fully received. He re-edified the long walls, joining that 
city to its port Nifaa, and thereby effectually fecured it to 
the Athenians ; after this he was fent again among the iflands, 
to regulate all things for the intereft of his country. Philip 
in the mean time neglefted nothing which might either tend 
to the raifing of his own power, or depreffing that of the Greek 
ftates ; but, above all, defiring to humble the Athenians, he 
came fuddenly down to Phocis, and having feized Elataa, 
he there affembled a mighty army with a refolution to invade 
Attica, for which purpofe there was an abfolute neceffity of 
paffing through Basotia ; the Athenians upon this were in the 
utmoft confulion, fo that Demojihenes had need of all his e- 
loquence to keep up their fpirits ; at laft, however, he pre- 
vailed upon them to declare war againft Philip, and to fend 
to the Boeotians to intrcfat them to ftand fall for the liberty 
of Greece ; he alfo engaged them to raife a very confiderable 
army in an inftant, and to choofe Chares and Lyficles gene- 
rals, who without more ado marched into Bceotia, where 
they were kindly received, and promifed all things. Philip, 
however, refolving to have as few enemies as he could to deal 
with, fent Python into Bceotia to perfuade the people of that 
country to be quiet ; to him the Athenians oppofed Demoji- 
henes, whofe eloquence prevailing, the Boeotians joined their 
utmoft force with the Athenians, and refolved to hazard all in 
a general engagement. -Demojihenes magnified this at Athens 
as a mighty ftroke of policy, becaufe he put the war at a 
diftance from Attica, to which Phocion /hrewdly replied : 
Let us not be Jo careful about the place where we are to en~ 
gage, as how to get the viclory ; that is the only way to keep 
the war at a dijlance \ whereas, if we are overcome, the very 
worft of calamities will be foon at our doors. Phocion had the 
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refolution alfo to exprefs at the fame tnne a dillike of the 
war, and a doubtfulnefs of its event, nay even to propofe an 
accommodation, and the renewing of the peace with Philips 
when an Athenian of very bad chara&er cried out, Darejt 
thou, Phocion, think of diffuading the Athenians from the 
war, now the fword is drawn ? Yes, I dare, returned he, 
though I know that in time of war I Jhall always be thy maf- 
ter, whereas in peace thou perhaps may he mine. The event 
file wed how juft a notion Phocion had of things ; for Philip 
coming down at laft with an army of thirty thoufand foot 
and two thoufand horfe, the Athenians and Boeotians met him 
at Cheronaa. In this battle, which began at the rtfing of the 
fun, Alexander commanded one wing, and hisfather the o- 
ther ; the confederate army was divided according to the na- 
tions of which it confifted, the Athenians having the right, and 
the Boeotians the left ; at the beginning the confederates had 
the better, whereupon Stratocles an Athenian commander 
cried out. Come on, brother foldiers, let us drive them back 
to Maccdon ; which king Philip hearing, faid very coolly to 
one of liis officers, Thefe Athenians do not know how to con- 
quer. Whereupon he directed the files of his phalanx to be 
ltrJghtencd, and drawing his men up very clofe, retired to 
an eminence hard by, from whence, when the Athenians 
were eager in their purfuit, he came down like thunder, 
broke, and routed them with prodigious flaughter. Demojl- 
hencs acted very unbecomingly in this engagement, for he 
deferted his poft, and was one of the firft that fled. Philip 
did not preferve that wifdom after his victory which he had 
fhewn in the fight - y for he danced about like one diffracted 
with joy, and coming up to the banc} of Athenian prifor.ers, 
treated them with feoffs and ill language; upon which De- 
rnades, who was one of them, could ijot help reproving him : 
Since fortune, 0 Philip, laid he, fcems to have afftgned thee 
the part of Agamemnon, why wilt thou play Therfites? Ar 
which Philip blufhing ordered him to be immediately re 
leafed, and difcharged likewife the reft of the Athenian cap- 
tives, who fending afterwards to demand their baggage, Phi- 
Up faid laughing, / beiuvt thefe people dont think we beat 
them in earnejh He ordered it, however, to be given 
them \ he likewife lent am bachelors to Athens to renew the 
peace ; which was done. After this Philip convoked a ge- 
neral aflembly of the Greeks , into which Demades perfuaded 
the Athenians to infill on being received. Phocion oppofed it, 
alledging that they ought firft to be informed what Philip 
would demand in that affembly ; however, it was carried a- 

gainft him \ but when it afterwards appeared, that the Athe- 
nians 
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mans were by this raft ftep obliged to furnifh the king with a 
body of horfe and a fquadron of fhips, they repented their 
meddling at all, and reproached^ in the affembly Demades and 
the other orators, who were fo forward in the bufinefs, ex- 
preffing at the fame time a doubt, whether they ought to 
comply with articles fo unworthy of the Athenian flatc. 
Phocion upon this ftood up again, / forefaw, gentlemen , faid 
he, what would happen, and therefore I was agahijl this Jlep 
when it was firjl propofed \ but fence it is once taken, I am 
for it, and advife you to bear it as well as you can, always 
remembering the conduct of your ancejlors, who fuited their 
behaviour to their fortune , fometimes giving laws, fometi?ncs 
receiving them, but doing both with a good grace, whereby 
they not only preferved their ozvn city, but alfo all Greece. 
The kindnefs exprefled by the king towards the Athenians 
was not over fincere, fince he doubted fo far of them as to 
require, on the marriage of his daughter Cleopatra, that a 
deputy fliould be fent from them with a gold crown, as from 
the reft of the cities, which was accordingly done, and pre- 
fented to him in the midft of the marriage folemnities, with 
this remarkable compliment ; that if any confpirator againft 
Philip fled to Athens, he fliould be delivered up. At this 
marriage, however, Philip was murdered, which gave a new 
turn to affairs at Athens ; Demojlhcnes and his party making 
great rejoycings, wearing chaplets of flowers, and behaving 
as if they had gained a great victory ; which Phocion repre- 
hended, bidding them remember, that the army, which had 
beat them at Cheron^a, was leffened but by one. This reproof, 
however grave, however poignant, had little effedt; the 
very people who put Lyficles their general to death, merely 
becaufe he was fo unlucky as to command them in that bat- 
tie, who directed Demojlhenes to exalt the memory of thofe 
who fell therein in a funeral oration, who in contradiction to 
thefe meafures had juft now flattered the king by fending him 
a crown of gold, ran again into the fame extravagancies, and 
heard with pleafure all the harfh things the orators could fay 
of the young Alexander, whom they rcprefented as a giddy 
wrong-headed boy, ready to grafp all things in his imagina- 
tion, and able to perform nothing: But he loon gave them 
oceafion to understand, that they were mightily miftaken, by 
his quick diflblution of that confederacy which they formed, 
not only for depriving him of the command of (rreece, but 
even of his hereditary dominions ; for Dtmojihenei taking 
pains to infpire all the ftates with high notions of liberty, the 
/V.tolians firft of all made a decree to recal the e.\i!cs whom 
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drove out the Macedonian garifon^ the Tbcbans caft out that 
which had been eftabliflied in the citadel, the Arcadians , as 
they had refufed to give their votes for Philip's becoming ge- 
neral of Greece, fo they now rejected Alexander \ the Argives, 
£ leans j Lacedemonians, and others in Peloponnefus, all fpokethe 
fame language, and all determined to throw off that yoke which 
the Macedonians had impofed \ they likewife treated with 
Attains, Alexander's uncle, who afpired to the kingdom, to fa- 
vour his prctenfions ; fo that if the fon of Philip had really been 
as weak as the Athenian orators would have reprefented him, he 
muft have been crufhed by fuch a load of oppofition ; but he, 
far from being difmayed, came ftrft into the council of the 
Amphiftyons, where he procured himfelf to be; recognized ge- 
neral of Greece. He then marched immediately towards Thebes 
with a numerous army, facked and plundered it, and thereby 
ftruck fuch a terror into the reft of the confederates, that no- 
body durft oppofe him. As to the Athenians, he refufed to 
admit them into his favour, unlefs they delivered up to him 
Dc?noJlhenes, and, as fome fay, nine more of their orators ; 
other hiftorians fay, but feven. This ftruck the afTembly 
with the utmoft terror, none knowing what to fay, or what 
to propofc at lalt they called upon Phocion and defired his o- 
pinion, upon which, arifing up and pointing to his friend Ni- 
cccLs, Thcfe perfons, faid he, whom Alexander demands of you, 
are they who have brought you into thefe miferable circumjlan- 
ccs ; cir cum fiances fo miferable, that if he demanded that friend 
of mine, I Jhoidd advife you to deliver him, innocent as he is. As 
for my own life, if that would purchafe your fafety, I would 
reftgn it cheat fully ; but truly it pierces my heart, that thofe 
who have fled for fuccour from the defoliation of Thebes, Jhould 
have fo little hopes of fafety here', furely it would be more for 
our intercfl to pacify the conqueror in time, and to intercede for 
both cities, than to hazard another battle. Demofthenes con- 
tented himfelf with faying, that once on a time the wolves of- 
fered to make peace with the Jheep ; but firft, faid he, they 
would have them give up their dogs. The ftream, however, 
was too ftrong, and therefore he and his party were forced to 
give way. The firft decree which the Athenians pafTed for 
making peace, and which they fent to Alexander, he would 
not deign to take notice of, but turned his back upon the am- 
bafladors, as if they had not been worthy of his notice ; but 
when Phocion prefented the fecond decree, he received him 
very gracioufly, and not only granted him his requefts, but 
liftened to his advice, nay he had the complaifance to tell him 
at parting, Your Athenians ought to have their eyes about them, 
for, if 1 Jhould mif carry, they only are worthy to command. 
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The friendfhip, which Alexander contnx&ed with this general, 
was not broke off or interrupted by his expedition into Afta ; 
on the contrary, he wrote to him frequently, offered him 



mighty prefents, and even his choice of four cities ; nay 
what was ftill a greater mark of his regard, when he no lon- 
ger ufed in his letters the phrafe of Alexander wifhes healthy 
he preferved it to him and Antipater, as if they had been his 
equals. When that conqueror had occafion for gallies to com- 
pleat his fleet, he fent to demand thofe which had been pro- 
mifed him by the Athenians : the orators, as they were wont, 
oppofed this as derogatory to their freedom ; at Lift Phaeton 
being required to fpeak, delivered his fentiments freely, which 
were, that the gallics Ihould be immediately fent ; For, faid 
he, till you can put yourf elves at the head cf Greece, / would 
have you the friends of thofe zuho are at the heed of it. Har- 
palus, one of Alexander's commanders, having in feveral ref- 
pe£is failed in his duty, and dreading the refentment or his prince, 
fled with an immenfe quantity of treafurc, which he had a- 
mafled together out of the fpoils of Afta. Athens was the 
city of Greece he thought the moft proper place for his retreat ^ 
and therefore thither he came and brought his plundei along 
with him, not doubting, that, fince he came laden with wealth, 
he fhould meet with friends enough to bepurchafed. Accord- 
ingly moft of the orators came flocking about him, to know 
how they might be ferviceable, and upon what terms ; as for 
Demoflhenes, his good fenfe engaged him to make a warm o- 
ration ag.iinft receiving a perfon who was little better than a 
thief, and thereby involving the commonwealth in a war, at 
once dangerous and unjuft ; but a few days after, when the 
trcafure was publicly brought afhore and laid up, Dcmojlhe- 
ncs being prefent took notice of the king's golden cup, where- 
upon Harpalus defired him to poize it in his hand, and con- 
fider its weight ; whxh he did, and then afked the price of 
it j To you Sir (faid Harpalus), it JJja/l come with twenty ta- 
lents ; at night accordingly it was fent, and Demofhenes^ 
when he was called upon the next day in the afiembly to deli- 
ver his opinion, fhewed his neck, which was fwath d round 
with feveral rollers, and made figns, that he was unable to 
fpeak ; upon which fome of the wits faid, The orator had got 
a fiver qui n fey. As for Phocion, Harpalus knew well that he 
of another difpofition, and therefore he fent him no lefs 
than feven hundred talents, and offered to commit himfelfand 
all his affairs to his difpofal $ but Phocion treated thofe who 
came to him very roughly, and threatened not to be content 
with words, if he went on thus to corrupt the people ; when 
the matter came to be debated the la ft time in the aflcmbly, 

Vol. VI. K k thofe 



The Htftory cf the Athenians; Book t 4 

tbofe who had received his money railed moft at Harpalus to 
conceal their own guilt, whereas Phocion exprcfled a great re- 
gard for his misfortune, and treated him in fuch gentle terms, 
that Harpalus again offered J.im money ; but he was impreg- 
nable, and in the end the Athenians expelled the Macedonian 
the city, and ordered the court of Areopagus to take cogni- 
zance of fuch as were impeached of bribery ; which court dealt 
very fevercly with them, and particularly fined Demojlhenes 
iifty talents, and ordered him to be imprifoned till it was paid, 
but l.ciLcrtl/ after made his efcapc from thence and fled to 
/Rgina, where he remained till alter the death of Alexander, 
which was no verv Ion a; time 71 . 

Tins great even: altered ail the affairs of Gre'ce j thzAtheni- 
a:is had been much diiLttishcd with him, for defigning to take 
from them Sa:nss, in order to rcftore it to its antient inhabi- 
tants i and therefore, when AfclcpiacLs, the fon of Hippar- 
cbus, brought the firtt news of it to Athens, the people ran 
immediately into the market-place, where many contradict- 
ed it, but the majority cried out, that what Afclcpiades had 
related was true. Phccir.i, fearing they would do fome mad 
a&icn or other, cried out, TVell, Juppcfe it is, if it be true 
ti day y it will he true to morrow, ay, and the next day, fo 
that n\: jhcdl have t'u.ie enough to deliberate coolly. The ora- 
tors unanimoufly concurred in prompting the people to make 
war, aiid indeed all Greece was in commotion ; fo that at length 
it was carried by a great majority, that the Athenians fhould 
take upon them the defence of the common liberty, fhould 
free all the cities from their garifons, fhould fit out a fleet of" 
two hundred and forty fail, and that all men under forty years 
old fhould take up arms. Leojlhcnes was the commander, 
who drew together a v.ry fine army, with which he marched 
againft the Macedonians. Antipater, as foon as he had intel- 
ligence of this, fent to Crater us in Cilicia to come to his af- 
filiancc, but in the interim he marched mto Thejfaly himfclf 
with 13000 foot, and 600 horfe. The Thrjfalians joined him 
with a great body of cavalry ; but when Leojlhenes approach- 
ed, and it appeared, that the Athenians and their confederates 
were by far more numerous, the "Ihejjtrfians defertcd to them ; 
yet Anti^rUr had the courage to venti'ie a battle, in which 
his troops were thoroughly beaten, and himfclf conflrained 
to fly ; but he /hewed himfclf a great general in his flight, 
for arriving with fome foot at Lamia a city in Thejfaly, he 
caufcd the place to be fortiked, and received into it all his 

a Dioddr. lib. xi ii. Pi.lt. in vit. Dcmoflh, & Phocion. 
Ju-t i n. lib. xi. & xii, 
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^oops as fdft as they came up, fo that he drew together again 
'8 or 9000 men, and prepared to make an obilinate refiftance. 
Leofthencs, coming up with the* confederate annv, invefted 
and attacked this city, but finding that it could nut be taken 
by ftorrn, he was conftrained to make a regular fiege : An- 
tipatcr watching his opportunity, though he was everyday 
attacked by frefh troops, m.ulc a fully upon the workmen, 
and put them in great d. (order. Leofthcnes, coming to en- 
courage them, was unfortunately killed with a {{one, which 
greatly difpirited the Greeks ; however, they chofe Antipha- 
lus their general, and continued the war, not with (landing An- 
tipater had efcaped out of Lamia ; not long after they routed 
the Macedonians^ under the command of Lecnafus, v hich 
vidtory was their ruin ; for flighting the Jlluccdcnians, many 
returned home to their refpeciire cities. Antif.iter having 
joined the remains of Lconafus** army, and being joined af- 
terwards by Cri: terns* who \ ielded to him the command, he 
foon after fought and routed the Gn't/:s under the command 
of Antiphalus and Mcmnon: though there v. ere but five hun- 
dred men flain in this battle, yet the confederates were fo 
difpirited that they fent to Antipatcr to treat of peace; but 
Antipatcr refufed to treat at all of a general peace, profeifing 
at the fame time, that be was willing to hear and receive am- 
balTadors from each of the cities, and to confider their refpec- 
tive demands. At firft the Grecians rejected tlv's with (corn, 
but when feveral of the Thrjfalian cities were taken by ftorm, 
they were glad to treat upon the terms prescribed, upon which 
Antipatcr received the ambafTudors very kindly, and granted 
almoft every thing they dc fired \ thus the Athenians were de- 
prived of all their confederates, and in a fhort time reduced 
to the utmoft extremity. In this diftrefs Phocion with fomc 
of the orators were deputed to go to Cadtiiita, where Ant J- 
pater was encamped, to procure from him, ifpc/lible, an ho- 
nourable peace ; when they came thither, Phocion intreated 
that the terms mirrht be adj idled there, whereas Craterus was 
for marchimr into Attica, ar.il treating with the Athenians* as 
it were, at their own door; ; faying it was unrcafoimbk- to bur- 
den their friends with an arm}', while they were treating with 
enemies. Antipatcr replied, that what he (aid was j:.fl ; Hut 
yet, continued he, kt us grant this favour to Phieinn* In 
fine, a treaty was concluded, or rather Antipatcr impofed up- 
on the Athenians thefe conditions ; that Dcn.rJ.'hencs and //;• - 
perides fliould be delivered up, that theantient way of railing 
taxes in the city fliould be rcPored, that they ihould receive 
a garifon into Mur.ychia, defray the charges ol the war, ami 
fubmit to fomc other taxes. Phocion was vcrv d cure us that 
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they might be fpared the garifon 5 but Antipater anfwered, 
/ will deny thee, Phocion, nothing, but what will inevitably 
tend to thy ruin and ?ny own. In confequence of this treaty, 
Mcnyllus, a man of great fweetnefs of temper, and one of 
Pbocion's friends, was fcnt to command the garifon, which 
entered Munychia ; Demojlhenes in the mean time fled, fear- 
ing to be delivered up to Antipater \ and being purfued by 
fome perfons in that nobleman's fervice, poifoned himfelf (Pj. 

The 

(P) As to the character and eloquence of Dcmofthenes, we have 
fpoken at large in the text ; as to his works, the greateft part of 
which have efcaped the injuries of time, the reader is to expect 
an account of them elfe where ; in this note we have nothing in 
view but his misfortunes and death, which to have related at length 
would have broke in on the thread of our niftory, and to have 
palTed over in few words, muft have offended the perufer. When 
he was banifhed, that is voluntarily, by flying from prifon, fome of 
his enemies followed him out of town ; from thefe he endeavour- 
ed to hide himfelf, but they having him in view, kept clofe to 
him, and at !aft coming near, called him by his name ; and when he 
cams out, exhorted him to bear his misfortunes patiently, and pre- 
fented him with a fum of money for his fupport ; whereupon De- 
tnofthencs broke out into a louder lamentation than ever, crying 
out, Alas, ha<w JhaU 1 fupport my /'elf under fo heavy an affliclion, fence 
I am forced to leave a city, where one's very enemies are more kind 
and generous than any friends I can hope to fend elf where? To fay the 
truth, his love for his country made him bear hi exile but very 
indifferently, the greateft part of which he fpent either \XiJEgina 
or Traezcne, from whence he could fee the coaft of Attica, towards 



which he would frequency look with tears in hi3 eyes ; he had a 
juft fenfe, however, of the dangers ro which wife men are expofed 
in democratic governments ; for looking once at the citadel, he 
could not help breaking out into this exclamation ; O Goddefs Mi- 
nerva, whence comes it, that thou delight eft in three fetch fierce and 
ten tradable creatures, the aav/, the dragon , and the people f When 
Leofthenes led the Greeks a^atnft Antipater, and endeavoured to pre- 
vent flavery from being induced by all the commanders of Alexan- 
der the Great, Dcmofthenes exerted his eloquence again, and was 
indefatigable in ttirring up all the little ftates to remain firm in 
their confederacy for fupporting the Grecian liberty. Amongft the 
Tell, he travelled to the Arcadians, among whom one Pytheas an 
agent of the Macedonians was very buiy ; this Man, feeing the A- 
thc?!t an ambafladors and Deniofthtr.es with them at a public affembly, 
could not help crying our, That as it is a certain fign there i3 fome 
difeafe in the family where affes milk is brought, fo the coming 
of an Athenian embafly was a never- failing indication, that the 
city to which they came was indifpofed. Dcmofthenes immediately 

retorted this comparifon : As afles miik, faid he, is never carried 

into 
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The Macedonian garifon being fettled in Athens^ a great 
number of the lower citizens were disfranchifed and fent into 

into a houfe, but with intent to reftore the health of thofe who 
dwell therein, fo the Athenians never fend their ambafTadors to any 
city, but with a view to cure it of tho;'e diftempers with which it 
is afflicted. On the report of this the Athenians inftanfly reca-led 
him, found a means to fatibfy his fine, and paid him the higheft 
honours they could invent. But his profperiry was of a very ftiort 
continuance; for in September the Greeks left the batr'e of Cranon, 
in Oclober the Macedonian garifon enrered Athens, in November De~ 
mofthenes fled to avoid death, which followed and overtook him in 
the fame month ; for one Archias a player, having undertaken ro 
Antipater to find him our, receiving intelligence, that he had taken 
fancluary in the temple of Neptune in the little ifland of Lalauria. he 
pah^d over thither with a fmall detachment of Thracian guards. 
When he found Demofthenes, he would fain have periuaded him to 
go with him to Antipater ; alluring him, that he would receive no 
harfl) treatment, which was very improbab'e, becaufe moll of his 
friends w^e already murdered. To rheie fine fpeeches therefore 
the oratui anfwered : O Archias, / was new much plea fed with 
you as a P layer y and now lam as little moved 'by you as a Negotia- 
tor. Archias beginning at this to grow angry and to threaten him; 
Now, fa id Demofthenes, thou fpeahefl like the oracle of Macedon ; 
before thou dtdfl hut ad a part. Therefore forbear only a little \ while 
1 write a word or two home to my family. Having thus fpoken he 
withdrew himfelf farther into the temple, an. taking fome paper 
as if he meant to write, he put the quiil into his mouth, and biting 
it as he was wont to do when he was thoughtful or writing, he held 
it there for fome time Then he bowed down his head and cover- 
ed it. The foldiers who ftood at the door, fuppofing all this to 
proceed from pufillanimiry . in derifion called him effl minate faint- 
hearted coward. And A/chias drawing near defind him to rife up, 
and repeating the fame kind rhings he had laid beioie. he «" re 
more promifed to make his peace with Antipater. But Demojihtnes, 
perceiving that now the pnimn li id pierced and Icized vita, s, 
uncovered hu> head ; and fixing his eyes upon Archias^ Now % iaid 
he, as foon as you pleafe you may ad the part of Creon in the tra- 
gedy, and caji out this body of mine unbu. ted \ hut. continued he, 
turning toward* the altar. O gracious Neptune, 7, for mv own part 9 
while 1 am yet alivc> arife and depart out of this /acrid place, with- 
out profaning it; but Antipater and the Macedonians have not left 
fo much as thy temple unpolluted \ but have dtfiled it by my death Af- 
ter he had thus fpoken, he dcfired to be held ap, becaufe already 
he began to tremble and ftagger, as he was going forward and 
paffing by the altar, he fell down, and with a groan gave up the 
ghoft\3). 

(3) Plutarch, in vita Detnojihett, prope fin, 
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Thrace i where Ant i pater afiigncd them a place to build a city, 
and lands to cultivate. In the mean time political affairs 
were managed by men of the better fort, and efpecially by 
Phocion, who was in very high credit with Antipater and the 
'Macedonians. He was for proceeding Itill on his old maxim of 
complying with the times, and making no attempts beyond 
the reach of their power. Happy had it been for the Athe- 
nians ^ if they had gone into this way of thinking ; but they 
were continually repining at the lots of that power, which 
they knew not how to manage ; abhorred the fight of the 
Macedonian garifon, which they knew not how to remove ; 
and earneiily longed foi an alteration of circumftances, 
though there w?s no reafbn to hope that fuch an alteration 
would be for *heir benefit. "They were continually preffing 
Phocion to anply to Antipaier for removing the garifon, and 
it laft finding all their felicitations in vain, they turned their 
eyes on De?r.idcs the orator, who was alfo in the Macedonian 
intcrcft, and had been greatly favoured by Anti pater. This 
man, willing to do the p'jople a picafure, and at the fame 
time to nrVe a difplay of his interefr, readily undertook 
the propefed cmbafi)'. This Athenian was a man of parts ?nd 
eloquence., but probity and dilintereftednefs were not among 
the number of his <iood qualities, as we may guefs from this 



faying of Antipvter's, That he had two friends at Athens, 
Phocion and Demadcs, the former a man who would receive 
no fatisfaciicn for the ferv/ces he did him, and the latter who 
tvtuhi never Lc fatisficd how much focver he received. Whether 
Antipater had lately left off" his liberality towards this orator, 
or whether Demadcs had rcafon to hope greater appointments 
from Perdu cas, who was Anti pater's mortal enemy, is a 
point we cannot determine ; but fo it was, that Demadcs had 
entered into a corjcfpondencc with Pcrdiccas, and had put him 
upon invading A'Lu denia and Greece, ; nd afuimin^ the no- 
vernmcnt of tluni IiimfVif., making uic in one ot his letter 1 : 
of this c x r, re fi i o n , Ti at uc t» t u ,v i the y h a ncd c n c: n c Id 

i i 

rotten /l off. y meaiiiu'r Antibalo . It fo ftil out, that all thef; 



tranfac-iion?, and prirticul.u 1 v thi:> verv letter, were found 
cut., while Jjenu-idts and hU Jon Demias were folicitina the 
recal of the parifun ; upon which Antilater ordered the fon 
to be nut to death, nut only in the piefcncj of the father, but 
in Flm Ij a manner, that his hloi.ii iWw ail over him. After 
this Dcn;aJcs himfelf was put to de;ah, and the Athenians left 
without hopes of ever feeing this bit taken out of their 

mouths b. 
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On the death of Antipater two factions fprung up in Mace- Caffander 
donia, the one headed by Polyperchon, who had the cuftody /tf'sr* A- 
of the perlbn of the king*, and the other by Cajfander the Ion ^ c « s - 
of Antipater ; the latter lent Nicanor to command the gari- * ea * of 
fon m Athens, a man of great art and a good fold ier 5 with die Flood, 
him Phocion often con verfed, labouring alJ he could to per- j^ 1 - 
fuadehim to ufe the citizens kindly, and to leave the govern- q\\~{& 
ment in the fame condition in which he found it; Poly- I* 
perchotiy on the other hand, defining to recover the Greek ci- \^/^f\j 
ties from his rival Cajfander % publifiied a decree in the icing's 
name, reftoring them all to freedom, particularly Athens^ 
directing the gari fon mimed ately to withdraw from thence, 
and the democracy to be restored. This had its effect, for it 
put the Athenians all into con fu lion ; Nicanor ivrufed to obey 
the decree, and because Phocion Correfponded with him after- 
wards, the people accufed him of being an enemy to his coun- 
try, whereas he defued nothing more than to fee their liberty 
reitored, which it was n >t likely to be on a bare decree un- 
fupported by arms, Nicayor paying no rdpect to Polyperchon s 
orders. Not long after Pohpachoa came with the king and 
a great army into Attica, or at kaft to the borders of Attica? 
whither Phocion was fent, and deputies from the Athenians to 
accufe him ; Polyperchon, willing to keep up to the terms of 
that decree which he had publilhcd, fent back Phocion and his 
friends chained in carts, with this meflagc, That though he 
was convinced they were traitors, yet he lejc them to be judged 
by the Athenians as a free people. As foon as there was lilence 
made that he could be heard, Phocion demanded, whether 
they intended to proceed againlt them by form of law ; ana 
fome crying out that they would, Phocion demanded, how 
that coula be, if they were not allowed a fair hearing; but" 
perceiving by the clamour of the people, that no fuch thing- 
was to be expected, he cried out, As for my fc 'If I confefs the 
crime objecled to me, and fuhmit wyjelf to the judgment cf the 
lata ; but conftder, 0 ye Athenians, what have tbefe poor in- 
nocent men done, that they Jhould be involved in the fame cala- 
mity with me ? The people at this cried aloud, They arc your 
accomplices-, and that is enough. Then the decree was read, 
adjudging them all to death, viz, Phccicn, Nieocles, Then- 
dip pas, llegemon, and Pylhocles \ thefe were prcfent 5 Dane- 
tiius Phalerens, Callimedon, Charieles, and others, were con- 
demned in their abfence. Some moved, that Phocion miaht 
he tortured before he was put to death ; nay, they were jor 
bringing the rack into thcaflcmbly, and torturing him there. 
The majority, however, thought it enough if he was put to 

* This was Andtfuiy the natural foil of Philips who, upon tho 
death of /]le\xatuU'r 2 had the (hlc of king given hiiUj 
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death, for which the decree was carried unanimoufly, fome 
putting on g<u lands of fluwers when they gave their votes. 
As he was going to die, a perfon who was his intimate friend 
afked him, if he had any meflage for his fon, Ties, replied 
P hoc ion, tell him it is ?ny la ft command, that he forget how ill 
the Athenian.-* treated his father. The fpleeri of his enemies 
was not extinguifhed with his death, they pafied a decree, 
whereoy his corps was oanifhed the Athenian territories, they 
likewife forbad any Athenian to furni?h fire for the funeral 
pil .. One Conopion an undertaker took up the corps and car- 
ried it beyond Eleufina, where he borrowed fome fire of a 
Megarian woman and burned it. A Megarian matron, who 
attended with her maids, raifed on the place an honorary mo- 
nument, and having gathered up the bones carried them home, 
and ouried them under her own hearth, praying at the fame 
time thus to the Penates. To you, 0 ye gods, guardians of 
this place, I co?nmit the precious remains of the moft excellent 
Phocion ; protect the?n> I hefeech you, from all infults, and 
deliver them one day to be depofi+ed in the fepulchre of his ancef 
tors, when the Athenians Jhall become wifer, It was not long 
before tins came to pafs : when the Athenians began to cool 
a little, and remember the m iny kindnefles they had received 
from Phocio , they decreed him a ftatue of brafs, ordered 
his bones to oe brought back at the public expence, and de- 
creed that his acculers lhould be put to death ; Agnonides, 
who was principally concerned, fuffered ; but Epicurus and 
De-nophilus, who were alfo concerned in it, fled; however, 
Phocion a fjn met with them, and executed his revenge upon 
them, wn.cn vvas almoft the only good action he ever did, 
he naving a very fmall fliare of his father's abilities, and none 
at all of his virtues. It was not long, however, before Cajfan- 
der cam with a great fleet into the port of Athens, and by the 
he! , of V camr, who commanded in the fort Munychia, re- 
duced tni city into fuch ftraits, that the Athenians were con- 
ten- to luomit to him upon thefe terms : that he (hould leave 
a garifon in the fort, and appoint fome Athenian to prefide 
over the city. He accordingly placed Demetrius Phalereus in 
the office of governor, a man of great quality, being defcend- 
cd U^iwConon, and of great fortune, yet neither his birth nor 
for; une were equal to his virtue. He had fludicd under the 
plulof >pher Theophraftus, and from him learned how to behave 
as an active as well is a contemplative philofopher ; he treated 
the Athenians with the utmoft kindnefs, and madeufeof that 
power, which he might ealily have improved into a tyranny, 
to do thofe things fir them which their factions had hitherto 
hindered them from doing for thcmfelves. He encrcaied their 
public revenues, beautified their city with many magnificent 

ftru&ures, 
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ftru&ures, reftored fuch as were 10 danger of falling through 
the injuries of time, and in «very other relpeS gave liich 
lignal teffimonies of his tender affection for them, that the 
Athenians Tet up no lefs than three hundred tfatues to his ho- 
nour, moft of them ^queftrian 3 but becaufe he derived his 
power from Cajfander, and they were not able to depofe him 
at their pleafure, they feciedy hated him, of which we fhall 
fee many inftances hereafter «. 

Antigonus, the moft magnanimous of Alexander's cap- Jteraetri- 
tains, and his fon Demetrius PoliorceUs, i. e. the city-taker ■, us p 0 Iior- 
iaving refolved to free Greece from the yoke of Cajfander, de- ceccs 
termined to begin with Athens. The young prince Derne- frees A- 
triusy who was the handfomeft, and at the fame time one of thens. 
the braveft men of his time, took upon him the command Year of 
in this expedition, which he executed with great facility ; for the flood, 
hoifting falfe colours he failed, without the leaft oppofition, 2692. 
into the port of Athens, where a multitude of pepple were J^JP 
aflembled on the fhore, who, when they difcovered their mif- c " n "> 



take, armed themfelves in hafte ; but Demetrius quickly dif- 



armed them, not by force, but by fair words ; for he caufed 
a cryer to make proclamation, that he was come thither, by 
the command of his father, with no other defign than to de- 
liver them from the oppreflion of Cajfander, to expel the ga- 
rifon which he had placed in the fort, and to reftore to them 
their antient laws and government. The people immediately 
welcomed him with loud fhouts, beftowing on him the title 
of deliverer and benefactor. As for Demetrius Phalereus, he 
was in a moment deferted, and the very next moment loaded 
with reproaches, and in danger of fuffering death. He there- 
upon fent one Arijiodemus to Demetrius the fon of Antigonus, 
to intreat a guard to protect him, and to beg leave of him to 
retire to Thebes ; Demetrius received this meflenger very rc- 
ipe<9fully f faid he came not to injure perfons of worth, and 
granted Demetrius both his requefts ; after this he blocked up 
the fortrefs of Munychia, and then departed to Megara, 
where Cajfander had alfo a garifon ; having fet this place at 
liberty, he returned to Athens, and attacked Mwiychia i'o 
brifkly, that he took it by aflault; after which at the earneft 
intreaty of the Athenians he entered the city in great pomp, 
and having fummoned an aflembly, he therein pubiickly de- 
clared, that he did not only freely reftore them to their for- 
mer popular government, but that he would prevail on his 
father to beftow on them fifteen thoufond meafures of wlieut, 
and fuch a quantity of timber as would enable them to build 
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a hundred gallies for the defence of their city. Thefe mighty 
favours the Athenians repaid with moft unmanly flattery, for 
they beftowed on Antigonus and Demetrius not only the title 
of kings* which hitherto they had not taken, but alfo ftiled 
them tutelar deities and deliverers ; they appointed a prieft to 
them ; , and whereas they had till this time marked the year 
by the name of the firft archon, they decreed, that for the fu- 
ture it fliould be defigned by the name of this prieft- They 
caufed the portraits of Antigonus and Demetrius to be placed 
among the number of their gods j they erected an altar where 
Demetrius firft alighted from his chariot, and ftiled it the al- 
tar of the defcent of Demetrius ; they added two new tribes 
to the ten which already fubfifted, and called them Antigoni- 
des and Demetriades. To fum up all, Stratocles propofed and 
had it decreed, that, as often as they fent ambafladors to 
Antigonus and Demetrius, they fliould be ftiled ambajjadors of 
the gods ; they changed the name of the month Munychton 
into Demetrion. It would be tedious to dwell on the reft of 
the follies of this degenerate people, who, at the fame time 
that they paid all this court to Antigonus and his fon, pafled 
a decree,whereby they adjudged Demetrius Phalereus to death; 
ordered all his ftatues to be thrown down, and even fent per- 
fons to execute, as far as in them lay, their decree, by 
endeavouring to way-lay and murder him, a pra&ice which 
could not but give thofe whom they now flattered to under- 
ftand, that they would be fure to defert them, when they were 
deferted by fortune. The democratic government was no foon- 
er reftored in this city, than the effedts of it were abundantly 
felt, accufations were frequent, condemnations common, to 
be eminent induced danger, and to be low contempt. At the 
motion of Sophocles the people decreed, that no philofopher 
fliould teach unlefs licenfed by the fenate and people ; which 
occafioned Thcophrajlus the fucceflbr of Arijlotle's breaking up 
his fchool. It is likely, that they were difpleafed with this 
great man, becauie he was much in favour with Caffander king 
of Macedon, and becaufe their late governor Demetrius Pha- 
lereus had been his fcholar ; however, their refentment did 
not laft long, for they afterwards refcinded this decree, and 
recalled the philofophers j but their proteftor Demetrius being 
engaged with all his force in the fiege of Rhodes, Caffander 
took (his opportunity of vindicating his title to Greece, and 
coining with a powerful army to fupport it, many of the ci- 
ties revolted to him, fo that in a fhort fpace he penetrated as 
fo r as Attica, and laid fiege to Athens. The Athenians, thus 
diiticflcd, fent for aid to Demetrius, who came fpeedily to 

their (relief $ and after obliging Caffander to raifc the fiege, 
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ftript him in a very (hort time of all his conquefts. After this 
fuccefs h6 put various cities under- the power of the Athenians, 
and multiplied his good turns, as if he intended to overwhelm 
them with benefits. The Athenians in return racked their 
wits to devife new compliments and a<9s of flattery, ftill fupc- 
rior to thofe which they performed before. They affigned 
Demetrius lodgings behind the temple of Minerva, in the a— 
pgrtments belonging to the virgins devoted to her fervice ; this 
was a fcandalous inlult on religion, becaufe Demetrius was re- 
markably intemperate with refpeft to women. But the A- 
thenians were fo corrupt, that they gave way even to his un- 
natural lufts, which afforded an inftance of private virtue 
worthy of being recorded to lateft times. There lived now 
in Athens a young gentleman fo remarkably handfome, that 
he was ftiled the beautiful Damocles ; him Demetrius purfucd 
where ever he appeared, fo that the poor young man was con- 
tained to avoid the public bathing-places, and to go to a private 
bagnio; yet even thither Demetrius came, and furpriled him 
alone in the bathing-room j the unhappy youth, with a cou- 
rage never enough to be commended, threw off the cover of 
the cauldron, where the water was boiling for the bath, and 
leaping into it was ftifled in a moment. It would have been 
unpardonable to have dwelt on fuch particulars as thefe in any 
other period of the Athenian hiftory ; but the Athenians having 
now forgot to a£, we are conftrained to entertain the reader 
with what they faid, and having no more vi&ories to fpeak 
of, we are forced to record their flatteries. After all his migh- 
ty vi&ories, Demetrius had a mind to be inrolled in the frater- 
nity of thepriefts of Ceres, and admitted to all the myftcric?. 
Now the conftant pra£Hce in this cafe was, that he who de- 
fired fuch admiffion was introduced as a novice in the leflcr 
myfteriesin the month of November, and afterwards admitted 
to the greater in the month of Auguji following ; but when 
Demetrius figmficd his defire it was the month of March. Stra- 
tocles furnifhed them with an invention which fet all things to 
rights, and which ought everlaftingly to be remembred to the 
difhonour of this fervile flattering people. He propofed a de- 
cree and procured it to be pafled, that the month of March 
fhould become November ; in confequence of which, Deme- 
trius was admitted to the lefler myfterics : when this was over, 
S 'tratocles had it decreed, that the month before called Novrm- 
her fhould now be called Auguji ; and by virtue of this decree, 
Demetrius afliftcd at the greater myfteries. Philippides the 
comedian could not help ftigmatizing thefe mean compliances 

in the following diftich : 
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What miracles by flatt'ry wrought are hcfe, 
Which in one month hath crowded all the year ! 
The pride with which the Athenians infpired Demetrius 
and his father, drew upon them firft the envy, and then a ge- 
neral confederacy of aff the reft of the fuccefibrs of Alexan- 
der againft them ; this obliged Demetrius to quit Greece and 
go into Afia, where in one battle his father Antigonus loft 
his empire and his life, and Demetrius was conftrained to foil 
with a fmall fquadron of fhips from Ephefus towards Athens, 
where he had left his queen Deidamia, and great part of his 
mvy - but in the iflands called Cyclades he met with ambaf- 
fadors from that city, who informed him, that the Athenian? 
had made a decree, that no crowned head fhould enter their 
city; a moft grateful decree indeed towards a man whom af 
little before they acknowledged for their faviour and their god ? 
Demetrius did not, however, refent this ufege with that warmth 
which might have been expedited ; he only deftred, that his 
(hips and his queen might be delivered to him, which was 
done. However, the Athenians were fhortly after fevere- 
ly punifhed; for their fedrtions among themfelves encouraged 
one Lacharis to feize the fovereignty, and to reduce the peo- 
ple to fubmit to him, who was but an obfeure perfon, rather 
than live under the protection of fo great princes : but when 
the affairs of Demetrius were a little reftored, he began to' 
think of humbling this infolent and inconftant people,, who* to 1 
fhew their ingratitude and contempt, paffed a decree in MX 
aflembly, whereby they made it death for any perfon to pro- 5 
pofe a treaty or intercomfe with Demetrius on any pretence 
whatfocver. This rather irritated the king, than at all incli- 
ned him to lay afide his ftrft cfefign. He therefore firft began 
to interrupt the trade of Athens, and to ruin its territories, at 
Lift he clofely befieged the' cjty ; Lacharis in the mean time 
applied to Ptolemy , befceching feme relief, for the Athenians 
were almoft ftarved, Demetrius puniflimg capitally- fuch as- at- 
tempted to bring them provisions ; by degrees their diftrefe 
grew fo great, that a bufhel of fait was fold for forty- drachms, 
2nd a bufliel of wheat for three hundred 1 . At Baft a hundred 1 
and fifty fliips laden with corn came from Egypt, and anchor- 
ed at Mgina in fight of Athens-, but Demetrius being at the 
fame time reinforced with three hundred fail from Cyprus and 1 
other places, the Egyptians cut their cables in the night and* 
ftecred away. Lacharis, as foon as he- was acquainted with* 
this misfortune, privately quitted the city ; and the Athenians, 
\pho had no choice but ftarving op yielding, furrendered' af 
difcrction to Demetrius, who immediately entered the place 
with all his forces. He fitft of all commanded* that the Aihe- 

mans 
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ftiV&tf fhould all inflantly aiTemble m the public -theatre, which 
when they had done, he furrounded it with his guards, and fo 
brought in a body of armed men, who were pofted round' the 
ffcage. The people trembling with fear, expected every mo- 
ment when the fignal fhould be given for putting them to the 
fwrord, when through the door made for the aitors, Demetrius 
came upon the ftage, where in a fliort oration he gently re- 
prehended their former ingratitude, and told them at the feme 
time, that he would receive them again into his wonted grace audi 
favour, as an inftance of which he prefented them with ait 
hundred thoufand bufhels of wheat, and named fucb magi-r 
ftrate? as were agreeable to the people. The Athenians imme? 
diatety relapfed into their old ftrain of flattery, their orators 
were all at work in contriving fine fpeeches to celebrate die 
generofity, and extol the clemency, of this great prince, 
whofe valour had acquired, whofe abilities deferved, and whofe 
gentlenefs adorned the diadem he wore. Dromoclidesj one of 
the fpeakers on this occafion, did him a much more accepta- 
ble fervice than the reft ; for he befides his compliments pre- 
ferred a decree, whereby the haven of Piraus and the cattle 
of Munychia were given to the king, who was far from flight- 
ing fo acceptable a prefent: he knew too well the ficklenefs 
of that people to truft them again, without taking fome fecu- 
rity for their behaviour ; in Pyraus and Munychia therefore 
he placed garifons by virtue of the decree, and in the Mufa- 
um y becaufe it was convenient and fit for his purpofe ; thence- 
forward the Athenians were exceedingly faithful, efpecially 
when Demetrius had pofleffed himfelf of the kingdom of Ma- 
cedon ; but when he was expelled from thence, and brought 
into fuch circumfiances that he did not prefume to wear the 
habit of a king,, the Athenians exerted their old ingratitude, 
degraded the prieft of the two deities, and put all things into 
their old form. Sometime after their old matter getting to- 
gether an army, came and befieged them, and reduced them 
to great ftraights ; they had then recourfe to Craterus the phi- 
lofopher, who went out to Demetrius r interceded with him, 
and fo fully perfuaded him, that it would be more for his iir- 
tereft ft* pa& over into AJia y that he left them in that liberty 
to which Qlympiodorw had reftored them <*. 

While Lyfwiatbus y Seleucus, Ptolemy », and Sq/lhenes held Condition 
by turns: the Macedonian kingdom, the Athenians remained of Athens 
free indeed, but without making any great figure ; when the till freed 
Gauls under the command of Brennus threatened the diftruc-4y Aratus. 
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tion of the Greeks in general, the Athenians for a time exerted 
fomewhat of their antient magnanimity, and under their gene- 
ral Calippus did great things 5 for then the common danger unit- 
ing all the Greeks, and even the king of Macedon himfelf, they had 
nothing to fear but the common enemy ; but thefe % dangers 
over, and the affairs of Antiganus Gonatus the fon of Demetrius 
once in a profperous way, the Athenians felt the weight of his 
power ; for he remembering how they had dealt with his fa- 
ther, refolved to punifh them for their former behaviour ; and 
to make fure of them for the future, he firft wafted their ter- 
ritories, and afterwards clofely befieged Athens ; at laft unable 
to hold out, and unwilling to yield, they made the beft treaty 
with him they could, and in confequence thereof admitted a 
garifon, whereby, though they flattered themfelves with the 
face of liberty, they £ecame effe&ually his lubje&s, and after 
his death were left as fuch to his fon Demetrius. About this 
time a fpirit of liberty revived in Greece, and the Acheans, 
who were far from being a confiderable people, not only de- 
fended their own freedom, but made it their bufinefs to 
free others, in which they were exceedingly affifted by the 
mighty genius of Aratus the Sicyonian, one of the ableft, 
and in all refpe&s one of the honefteft men, that Greece or 
any other country produced ; for he bent all his great quali- 
ties, and expended the vaft riches which the fame of his vir- 
tue procured him, in doing good to others, without having 
a view to any other reward than the fatisfa&ion of doing good ; 
thisdifpofition of his, co-operating with the inclination of the 
Achea?is, put him on two or three fudden expeditions in order 
to furprize Athens, not with any intent to feize and keep it, 
but to fet the people free ; all which expeditions proved un- 
fortunate, and it fo happened, that in the laft of them, his 
forces being difperfed, he wandered about in the night, and 
with much ado got back to Corinth, while a report prevailed 
he was dead, whereupon the Athenia?is in a giddy ingratitude 
put on garlands, as if it became citizens to rejoice for the 
death of their beft friends \ fometime after, when Aratus was 
fick in his bed, the Athenians fuddenly refolved they would 
be free, and, as if the greateft men, and even nature herfelf, 
muft fubmit to their defires, fent for Aratus to come to 
their affiftance 5 he thinking only of the merit of fuch an 
a&ion, and forgetting their former ingratiude, caufed him- 
felf to be carried thither in a litter j and having prevailed on 
Diogenes, the Macedonian governor, to give up the three for- 
trefles, Piraus, Munychia, and Mufawn, for a hundred and 
fifty talents, he advanced twenty of them out of his own 
pocket, and then left the Athenians abfolutcly free, having 
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alfo the prote&ion of the Acheans to guard their freedom. 
This happened in the beginning of the hundred and thirty 
fecond olympiad, two thoufand feven hundred and forty feven 
years after the flood, and two hundred fifty two years before 
Chrift. Thus we have traced the hiftory of the Athenians ih 
a continued feries from their becoming a free people to thefr 
jun&ion with the Acheans^ which hitherto hath not been 
done in our language, nor, that we know of, in any other c - 

ePLUT.in vit. Arat. Athen. in Deipnofoph. Justin, lib. 
xxvi. c. 3. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

7?je Hifiory of S p a r t a , from Lycurgus 
to its being joined by Philopoemen to 
the Acheans. 



WE are in this chapter to give the hiftory of the 
Lacedemonians , from the time of Lycurgus till 
they ceafed to be an independent ftate ; that is* 
for a long feries of years, while they were the 
moft confiderable people in Greece^ not from extent of ter-* 
ritory, not from their numbers or wealth, not from tne con- 
venience of their lituation, or in (hort from any other acci- 
dental or external caufe, but from their wifdom and virtue, 
their valour, their moderation, their ftrifl: regard to honour, 
their love of liberty, and contempt of luxury under all its va- 
rious difguifes. The ftability, as well as glory, of the Ztf- 
cedemonian government was derived from the wife inftitu- 
tions of Lycurgus j the celebrated law-giver of Sparta^ with 
whofe adminiftration we are to begin this chapter; but, pre- 
vious thereto, it will be neceflary to continue the lift of the 
kings of Sparta begun in our former fc&ion relating to the 
Lacedemonian affairs, that we may preferve the fame order 
which has hitherto obtained throughout this work. 
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A Table of the Lacedemonian Kings. 
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Lycurgus at firft held the crown in his own right, till it TJ* w/^ 
was known thaC his fifter-in-law the relifl: of Polydcftcs was «»/fe*7 ^/ 
with child ; Lycurgus then declared, that he a£led only as his Lycurgusi 
guardian or protcdlor who fhould be born of the queen (in protector of 
cafe fhe fhould be delivered of a fon), which was a thing ai- Sparta, 
ready common among the Spartans. The queen, who was 
an ambitious and profligate woman, privately intimated to 
Lycurgus , that flic would make ufe of 'means to make her- 
felf mifcarry, if he would promife to many her. Lycurgus 
returned her many thank:-, accepted a part of her propofal, 
but intreatcd her not to hazard her own health by adventur- 
ing on any fuch violent method, alluring her, that for her 
lake he would take the trouble of making away the child up- 
on himfelf. The queen, a muled by his fair fpecches, reckon- 
ed on her project as already accompiilhed when fhc fell in 
labour, of winch flic immediately gave notice to Luurgus, 
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who fcnt fome of his confidents to be prefent with inftru&i- 
ons, if it was a fon, to bring it to him, wherever he was, or 
whatever he was about ; but if it was a daughter, to deliver 
it to the women ; accordingly, the queen being delivered of 
boy, his agents brought it to him, where he was at fupper 
with fome of the principal perfons of the city. Lycurgus^ 
taking the child in his arms, immediately produced him at the 
tabic, My Lords of Sparta, faid he, here is a king bom unto 
us ; then laying the child down on the chair cf ftate, when 
he obfcrved that all who were prefent were extrenfely over- 
joyed at the fight of fo worthy and difinterefted an aftion, he 
called the young prince Charilaus, i. e. the jay of the people: 
He then laid down all pretences to the royal authority, which 
he had exercifed for about eight months, and took the title of 
protector only. This conduct of his, as it rendered him 
wonderfully beloved and admired bv the people, fo it exceed- 
ingly irritated the queen with all her family and fa£tion ; info- 
much, that they immediately began to ralumniate Lycur^u;, 
and to alledge, that notwithftanding all this fair mow, he in- 
tended nothing lefs than to refign the crown co his^phewj 
nay, Leomdas : the brother of the queen, h?d the afTurance to 
tell him in a difpute which happened between them, that he 
tvas confident it would not be long before he Jhould fee him king: 
The queen too pretended much concern on the fame ac- 
count, and bewailed to her attendants the fate of her unhappy 
chiid. Lycurgus, greatly alarmed at thefe pia£tices,and de- 
firing to avoid not only evil, but the very fufpicion of evil, 
refolved to ft.fle the voice of malice itfelf by going into a vo- 
luntary exile ; which refolution he carried into execution loon 
afterwards, notwithftanding all the intreaties of the people, 

The injuries which he had received, and the bafe con- 
ftructions whuh had been put on his beft a£ticns, did net 
hinder Lycurgus from applying himfelf, with the fame dili- 
gence abroad, to the ftudy of that fcience which might ren- 
der him ufeful to his country, that he was wont to pra&ife 
while at home> to this end he devoted all his travels,and like a 
true patriot was careful, that neither time nor place mould 
alter his attachment to his fellow-citizens. Full of thefe no- 
ble conceptions he firft vifited Crete, an ifland famous in the 
mod anticnt times for the laws whereby it was governed, and 
for that artful polity which had been eftabliflicd there in the 
moll early ages. As far as can be gathered from Plutarch, 
it was at this time governed by feveral princes, or was at leaft 
cantoned into varrous independent ftates, through all which 
Lycurgus travelled, procuring to himfelf the acquaintance of 

perfons of the firff rank, and by their means a perfeft know- 
led ire 
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Jedge of their Jaws ; fome of which he greatly approved, others 
he flighted. Amongft all the friendfhips which he contrafted 
in Crete, that which ftoocj him in moft ftead was his intimacy 
with Thales the Lyric popt, whom he perfuaded to be the 
companion of his voyages, and afterwards 'o return with 
him to Sparta j this poet wa$ not # writer of amorous or 
drunken fongs, but one who made ufe of the fweetnefs of 
poetic numbers to recommend temperance, modefty. obedi- 
ence, and civil harmony j and whofe fongs paved the way 
to the admiflion of Lycurgus's Laws, by removing that fero- 
city and querulous dilpolition to which the Lacedemonians had 
till then been addicted, from Crete Lycurgus patted over to 
the continent of Afia, that he might philofopbize on the Io- 
nian mode of life, which differed greatly from the Cretan. 
Here, as Plutarch conje&ures, this noble enquirer after truth 
and virtue found the works of Horner ■, which he eagerly tran- 
scribed, and brought: over witji hinj into Greece, whereas yet 
they had onJy fcattered epifodes of that famous author's po- 
ems, which ivere, however, highly efteemed T From Ionia 
Lycurgus went inco Egypt, a place never forgot by fuch as 
went in queft of wifdom ; and there he met with that me- 
thod of ciftznguifliing military men from mechanics, which 
he afterwards introduced at Sparta. As to his voyages to 
Staff/* s Afrit* and the Indies, Plutarch fays, the credit of 
them reits folely upon one author; at thi$ djftance ok 
time therefore we can affirm nothing about them. Inftead of 
entering into a field of conjectures, from whence it might 
be difficult to get out, we will pafs to the affairs of Sparta 
during his abfence >. 

Th" inhabitants of Lacedemon, being in their nature bold 
and turbulent, were continually quarrelling amongft them- 
felves, or trefpafling on the prerogative of their princes \ the 
kings, on the other hand, fometimes joining with the prevail- 
ing fa&ion, praclifed a kind of tyranny, and at other times 
had much ado to fupport a lega} authority ; thefe confufions 
were greater or lefs^ according as the princes were men of 
parts or otherwifc. At this time neither pf the kings had 
any fhiniiig genius, Arcbelaus, had the moft wit, but Cbari- 
laus was the better ijian, more affable, and more beloved ; 
the people, however, regarded neither of them fo much as 
they did Lycurgus ; wherefore taking it in their heads that 
many things went wrong, and that in fhort the whole frame 
of the government was out of order fince, this great man's de- 
parture, they fent ambafjadors to folicit him to return, which 
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ambafTadors told him, that though they had indeed kings, 
whom their birth, their title, and their robes, fhewed to be 
fuch, yet as to royal qualities, and that difpofition of the 
mind which deferves to rule, they had obferved nothing among 
them fince his departure of that kind. We ufe the words of 
Plutarch^ who obferves further, that though this language 
feemed to bear a little hard upon the princes, yet they were 
far from being averfe to his return, hoping that his prefence 
would ferve as a bulwark to (kreen them from the growing 
infolence of the people. To gratify the unanimous voice of 
his fellow-citizens, Lycurgus fhaped his courfe homewards, 
in order to put in practice that wifdom, which with fo much 
rnduftry and pains he had acquired. On his arrival at Spar- 
ta he found all things in a very bad way, the people muti- 
nous, the kings timorous, and no middle rank of people who 
durft interpofe between them. He acted in this cafe like a 
great phyfician ; for knowing that palliatives would do little 
or nothing, he refolved to alter the whole political conftitu- 
tion, in order to introduce health by thoroughly purging out 
all peccant humours. A glorious undertaking, but attended 
with mighty difficulties and no lefs dangers ! To furmount 
thofe, and to avoid thefe,he endeavoured tirft to gain the con- 
fidence cf the moft eminent men of Sparta? by communicat- 
ing to them his fcheme, and {hewing them the reafons upon 
which it was founded ; and fecondly, he fought to fecure the 
obedience of the people, by pretending to the fan&ion of di- 
vinity, and afcribing a 1 l he did to the counfcls of the Delphian 
Jpollo. Having made a journey to Delphi , and there offered 
facrifice, he returned with an oracle, which liiled him, Be- 
loved of God, a7id rather God than r.:an ; declared the laws he 
had framed perfectly good? and promt fed to make the common- 
wealth? ivhercin they were obferved? the moft famous in the 
world. This divine manifefto having wonderfully awed the 
people, the next thing he had to do was to publifh "hefe laws ; 
which that he might perform with fecMrity, he appointed thir- 
ty of his friends to appear by break of day armed in the mar- 
ket-place ; but of thefe twenty eight only appeared. At the 
news of ihefe preparations, Chart laus? who though honeft 
was very timid, fled to the temple of Minerva the / rotetlrefs? 
fearing th.it it was fome confpiracy againft his perfon ; but 
when Lyrurgus font to inform him of his real defign, the king 
not only quitted the fanchiary, but repaired to the market- 
place, and cnti_rei' into the confederacy. The firft ftep taken 
Was the c^.^lifhing a fenatc confiding of twenty eight per- 
form, or of thirty, including the two Jcvgs; this alone was of 
vt i v trreat conllqucnce, fince it fixed the form of the crovern- 
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ment, which had hitherto fluctuated between tyranny and de- 
mocracy ; the fenate poiling the authority both of the kings 
and of the people, fiding with the former, if the latter were 
feditious, and with the latter if the former were too enter- 
prizing. That the people might not apprehend their condi- 
tion to be worfe than it was before, Lycurgus allowed them 
to meet in a general aflembly, which was to be held fub dio, 
and wherein they were not allowed to deliberate •, but had 
barely a power of aj/enting or dljfcnthig to or from what the 
kings and fenate propofed. 

When Lycurgus by conftituting a fenate had fecured to 
himfelf an acceflion of power, he proceeded inrirely to new- 
model the commonwealth, and to adjuft all things to the 
fcheme he had formed, without any refpcct whatfoever to 
their former ftate and condition; a mighty project, which if 
we confider, and take at the fame time a ftrict view of thofe 
Jaws which he introduced, we fliall have a juft idea of his 
mighty genius, of the form of the Spartan government, and 
of the means whereby a ftatc, which was not confidcrable 
either for the number or wealth of its people, maintained it- 
felf folon^ in the fovereignty of Greece. We h:*ve the rather 
taken upon us to enter into a diftinci detail of the laws of Ly- 
cur gin ,becai fe hitherto only general and imperfect accounts of 
theSpartan republic ha\c been infei ted in our hiflorics ofCrecce 9 
and even in books relating more ftricily to politics ; whereas 
we (hall make it evident, that thefe fupcrficial draughts of a 
conftitution,are bv no means fufficient ro give us a juft idea of 
its force and effefts. The laws of Lycurgus may be properly 
divided into twelve tables, according to the fubjects of which 
they treated, and by a pi oper attendance to the contents of 
thefe tables, we fliall come at that perfect nocion of Lycurgus's 
fcheme, which is abfolutcly ncceflary for the thorough under- 
ftanding of the Lacedemonian iiiftory. 

In tne firft table we fhall comprehend fuch of the Spartan 
laws as regarded religion. The ftatucs of all the gods and 
goddefles worfhipped by this people were rcprefentcd armed, 
even to Venus hei felf ; the reafon of which was, that the peo- 
ple might conceive a military life the molt noble and honour- 
able, and not atcribute, as other nations did, lloth and luxury 
to the gods. As to facrificcs, they confilted of things of very 
fmall value j for which Lycurgus himfelf gave this rcafon, 
that want might never hinder them from worfnipping the 
gods. They were forbidden to make long or raih prayers to 
the heavenly powers, and were enjoined to afk no more than 
that they might live honeftly and diichargc their duty. Graves 
Were permitted to be made within the bounds of the city, 

contrarv 
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contrary to the cuftom of moft of the Greek nations ; nay, 
they buried clofe by their temples, that all degrees of people 
might be made familiar with death, and not conceive it fuch 
a dreadful thing as it was generally efteemed elfewhere ; on the 
fame account the touching of dead bodies, or aififting at fu 7 
jierals, made none unclean, but were held to bp as innocent 
and honourable duties as any other. As to the mode of bury-r 
ing, it was alfo rendered fimple and unexpenfivc by law ; 
there was nothing thrown into the grave with the dead body, 
magnificent fepukhres were forbidden, neither was there fo 
much as an infeription, however plain or modeft, permitted. 
Tears, fighs, outcries, were not permitted in public, becaufe 
they |were thought difhonourable in Spartans^ whom their 
]aw-giver would have to bear all things with equanimity, 
Mournings were flinted to eleven days, on the twelfth the 
mourner facrificed to Ceres, and threw afidehisor her weeds, 
Jn favour of fuch as were flain in the wars, however* and of 
wesmen who devoted themfelves to a religious life, there was 
sn exception allowed as to the rules beforementioned, fot; 
fuch bad a fbort and decent infeription on their tombs. When 
a number of Spartans fell in battle at a diftance from their 
country, many of them were buried together under one com- 
mon tomb; hut if they fell on the frontiers of their own 
#ate, then their bodies were carefully carried back to Sparta, 
3nd interred in their family fepulchres. 

Un'der the fecond table let us place the ftatutes relating to 
the lands and to the city ; Lycurgus divided all the country of 
Laconia into thirty thou fa nd equal (hares \ the city of Spartq 
he divided into nine thoufand, as fonac fay, into fix thoufand, 
as fay others ; and, as a third party will have it, into four 
thou&nd five hundred. The intent of the legiflator was, that 
property fhould be equally divided ?,mongft his citizens, fo 
that none might be powerful enough to opprefs his fellows, ox; 
uny be in fuch neceffity as> to be therefrom, in danger of cor- 
ruption i with the fame view he forbad the buying or felling 

fehefe pofleffions ; if a fl ranger acquired a right to any of 

thefe (hares, he might quietly enjoy it, provided he fubmittcd 

to the laws of the republic. The city of Sparta was un- 

waHed, Lycurgus trufting it yuiher to the virtue of its citizens, 

Khan to the art of mafons. As to thchoufes, they were very 

piaia, for their cieliugs con hi only be wrought by the ax, and 

tiheir gates and doors only by the (aw, and their utenfils were 

to be of a HU Aunip, that luxury might h.^vc no inflr undents 
(inrong them. 

As to the third table, it (hall confift of the laws regarding 
sv : tiv:en5. Iu the firft plate tfiey were; to be, neither jnorcnoif 

left 
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lefs than the number of city-lots; and if at any time thcrd 
happened to be more^ they were to be led out in colonies: as 
to children^ their laws were equally harlh and imrcafonable » 
for a father was dire&ed to carry his new-born fon to a certain 
place, where the graveft men of his tribe looked upon die in- 
fant, and if they perceived its limbs ftrait and thought it hatt 
a wholefome look, then they returned it to its parent to be 
educated, otherwife it was thrown into a deep cavern at the 
foot of the mountain Taygetxs. This law fecms to have had 
one very good effect, viz, making women Very careful, 
when they were with child, of either eating, drinking, or 
exercifing to excefs ; it made them alfo excellent nurfes, fot 
which they were in mighty requeft throughout Greece* Stran- 
gers were not allowed to refide long in the city, that thejf 
might not corrupt the Spartans by teaching them new-fangled 
cuftoms. Citizens were alfo forbid to travel for the fame 
reafon, unlefs the good of the ftate required it. Such as 
were not bred up in their youth according to the law, were 
not allowed the liberty of the city, becaufe they held it un- 
reasonable, that one who had not Submitted to the laws in \va 
youth fliould receive the benefit of them when a man. They 
never preferred any ftranger to a public office but if at any 
time they had occafion for a per fon not born a Spartan, they 
firft made him a citizen, and then preferred him. J 

Their laws relating to marriage fhafl be comprehended 
under the fourth table. Celibacy in men was infamous, and 
puniihed in a moft extraordinary manner ; for, in the firft 
place, the old batchelor was conftrainedto walk naked in the 
depth of winter through the market-place : Secondly, while 
he did this, he was obliged to ling a fong in difparagement of 
himfelf j and, thirdly, he had none of the honours paid hinl 
which otherwife belonged to old age, it being held unreach- 
able, that the youth fhould venerate him, who was rcfoived 
to leave none of his progeny behind him to revere them when 
they grew old in their turns. The time of marriage was alio 
fixed, and if a man did not marry when he was of full age, 
he was liable to an action ; as were fuch alfo as married above 
or below themfelves ; fuch as had three children had great 
immunities j fuch as hail four were free from all taxes what- 
soever. Virgins were married without portions, bcciulc nei- 
ther want fliould hinder a man, nor riches induce him, :o 
marry contrary to his inclinations. When a marriage wan 
agreed on, the hufband committed a kind of rape upon hir» 
bride, who was not a tender raw girl, but one in the flower 
of her age, and fit to bring heahhv children. Huibands went: 
for a long time fecretly, and by ftcalth, to the bed i of rhrii' 
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wives, that their love might not be quickly and eafily extin- 
guished. Hufbands were allowed to lend their wives, but the 
kings, however, were forbid to take this liberty; fome other 
laws of the like nature there were, which it is not neceflary 
for us to dwell on, becaufe, as they were evidently againft 
modefty, fothey were far from producing the ends for which 
Lycurgus dciigned them ; fince, though the men of Sparta 
were generally remarkable for their virtue, the Spartan wo- 
men were as generally decried for their boldnefs and contempt 
of decency. 

Under the fifth table fnall ftand the laws relating: to eat- 
ing. It was the care or Lycurgus^ that from their very no- 
nage and infancy the Lacedemonians fliould be enured to con- 
quer their appetites, for this reafon he directed, that nurfe3 
rlhould accultom their children to fpare meals, and now and 
then to fading ; that thev fliould carry them when twelve or 
thirteen years old to thofe who fliould examine their education, 
and who fliould carefully obferve, whether they were able to 
be in the dark alone, and whether they had got over all other 
follies and weakneffes incident to children. He directed, that 
children of ail ranks fhould be brought up in the fame way, 
and chat none fhould be more favoured in food than another, 
that they might not even in their infancy perceive any diffe- 
rence between poverty and riches, but coniider each other as 
equals and even as brethren, to whom the fame portions 
were afiifrned, and who through the courfe of their lives were 
to fare alike. Only youths were allowed to eat flefli, older 
men eat their black broth and pulfc, the lads flept together in 
chamber?, and after a manner fomewhat refembling that ftill 
in ufe in Turk.y for the Janizaries ; their beds in the fummer 
were very hard, being compofed of the reeds plucked by the 
hanJ from the banks of the Eurotas\ in winter their beds 
were fofrcr, but by no means downy or fit to indulge immo- 
derate fiecp. They eat all together in public, and in cafe any 
r.bftained from coming to the tables they were fined. Xenc- 
/vw/feems to have penetrated farther into the reafon of this in- 
lHiution than any other author, as indeed he had better op- 
portunity to do; for, whereas the reft fay, tiiat this was only 
intended to reprefs luxury, he very wifely remarks, that it 
was alfo intended to fervc for a kind of fchool or academy, 
where the young were inftructed by the old, the former rela- 
ting the ';rcat things that had been performed in their memory, 
and exciting the growing generation therefrom to perform 
great things aifo. It was alfo ltiictly forbidden for any to eat 
or drink at home, before they came to the common meal ; 
even then each had his prone:* portion, that everything might 
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be done there with gravity and decency ; the black broth 
was the great rarity of the Spartans, which was compofed of 
fait, vinegar, blood, &c. fo that in our times it would be 
efteemed a very unfavoury foop. If they were modeft in 
their eating* they were fo alfo in their drinking 5 thirft was 
the /olemeafure thereof, and never any Lacedemonian thought 
of drinking for pleafure ; as for drunkennefs it was borh infa- 
mous and feverely punifhed ; and that young men might per- 
ceive with how great reafon, flaves were compelled to drink 
to excefe that rhe beafilhiefs of the vice might appear. When 
they retired from the public meal, they were not allowed any 
torches or lights, becaufe it was expected, that men, who 
were perfectly fober, fhould be able to find their way in the 
dark ; and befides it gave them a facility of marching with- 
out light, a tiling wonderfully ufeful to them in time of 
war. 

The laws relating to their habit fall under the fixth table. 
As the poor eat as well as the rich, fo the rich could wear no- 
thing better than the poor ; they neither changed their faflu- 
on, nor the materials, of their garments ; they were made 
for warmth and ftrength, not for gallantry and Ihow \ and to 
this cuftom even their kings conformed, who wore nothing 
gaudy in right of their dignity, but were contented that their 
virtue fhould diftinguifh them rather than robes. The young 
lads wore a tunic till they were twelve years old \ afterwards 
they had a cloke given them, which was to ferve them a year ; 
and their cloathing was in general fo thin, that a Lacedemonian 
vejl became proverbial. Boys were always ufed to go without 
.(hoes, but when they grew up they were indulged to them, 
if the manner of life they led required it ; but they were al- 
ways inured to run without them, as alfo to climb up and flip 
down fteep places with bare feet nay the very Ihoe they ufed 
was of a particular form, plain and flrong, and from the 
place of its invention called Laconic. Boys were not permitted 
to wear their hair, but when they grew up they did not cut 
it. Baths and anointing were not much in ufe among the 
Lacedemonians ; the river Eurotas fupplied the former, and 
exercife the latter. In the field, however, their fumptuary 
laws did not take place fo ftrictly as in the city : for when 
they went to war they wjre purple habits ; they put on crowns 
when they were about to engage ftflie- enemy : thev had alfo 
rings, but they were of iron, which metal w;is rnufl e/leem< J 
by this nation. Young women wore their vcfl*; or y:\kU). 
only to their knees, or, as fome think, not quite fo low, u hi* i 
beyond queflion was indecent, and as fuch it 1:. cenfiir i 
both by Greek and Roman authors. Gold, p:\e\ou.. 'tU v. . , 
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and other coftly ornaments, were permitted only to common 
women > which permiflion was the ftrongeft prohibition to 
women of virtue, or who affedied to be thought virtuous. 
Virgins went abroad without vails, with which married wo- 
men, on the contrary, were always covered, it being concei- 
ved fit for the one to be looked on, but not the other ; in 
certain exercifes and lhows both the young women and men 
were naked, a thing for which Plutarch endeavours to apolo- 
gize, as if there could be no nakednefs where the mind was 
in the habit of virtue; this is evidently playing with words 9 
for without queftion there never was a more immoral, impu- 
dent practice than this. The truth is, Lycurgus had nothing in 
view but the rendering the common-wealth of Sparta power- 
ful and lading ; and that he might do this, he fought by all 
means to eradicate the feeds of civil diflenfions ; hence the 
equal divifion of eftates ; hence the banifhment of wealth ; 
and hence the accuftoming men to bear vvith the wantonnefs 
of women, that birth, riches, jealoufy, which, in other 
countries and in other ftates, produced fuch ftirs and tumults, 
might be able to effe£t little or nothing in Lacedcsmon. 

Discipline and manners, that is the rules regarding 
thefe, fhall fall under the fevcnth table. Though the Spar- 
tans were always free, yet it was with this reftri&ion, that 
they were fubfervient to their own laws, which bound them 
as ftrictly in the city, as foidiers in other ftates were bound by 
the rules of war in the camp. In the firft place, ftrift obe- 
dience to their fuperiors was the great thing required in Spar- 
ta ; this they looked upon as the very balis of government, 
without which neither laws nor magiftrates availed much. 
Old age was an indubitable title to honour in Sparta 3 to the 
old men the youth rofe up whenever they came into any pub- 
lic place ; they gave way to them when they met them in the 
flreets, and were fdent whenever their elders fpoke. As all 
children were looked upon as the children of the ftate, fo all 
the old men had the authority of parents ; they reprehended 
whatever they faw zmifs, not only in their own, but in other 
people'; children, and by this method Lycurgus provided, 
that as jouth are every where apt to offend, fo they might 
be no- \v ik le without a monitor. The laws went ftill far- 
ther ; if an old man was prcfent where a young one commit- 
ted a f.ailt .ind did not reprove him, he was punifhed equally 
»•. itii ihe delinquent, Amongft the youths there was one of 
their own body, or at molt two years older than the reft, 
%\hn wa lliled Iren \ he had authority to queftion all their 
»u li< n , to look lit idly. (0 their behaviour, and to punifli 
them ii ti.n did m\\f> , neither were their punifhments light, 

but 
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but on the contrary very fevere, whereby the boys were made 
hardy, and accuftomed to bear ftripes and hard ufage. Silence 
was a thing highly commended, and greatly valued at Sparta, 
where modefty was held to beamoft becoming virtue in young 
people nor was it reftrained only to their words and actions, 
but to their very looks and geftures, Lycurgus having particu- 
larly directed that they fhould look forwarder on the ground, 
and that they Ihould always keep their hands within their 
robes. A ftup«d inconfiderate perfon, one who would not 
liften' to inftru£Hon, but was carelefs of whatever the world 
might fay of him, the Lacedemonians treated as a fcandal to 
human nature - y with fuch an one they would not converfe, 
but threw him off as a rotten branch, and worthlefs member 
of fociety. 

The ftudies and learning of this people fall naturally into 
the eighth table. The plainnefs of their manners, and their 
being fc very much addifled to war, made the Lacedemonians 
lefs.fond of thefciences than the reft cf the Greeks $ they mea- 
fured the worth of all things by their ufefulnefs, and, there- 
fore, if they wrote to be read, and fpoke to be underftood, 
it was all they fought. For this the Athenians, who were 
exceflively vain of their learning, mightily contemned them, 
infbmuch, that Thucydides himfelf, in drawing the charafter 
of Bra/idas, fays, he fpoke well enough for a Lacedemonian. 
Thefe, on the other hand, valued themfelves no lefs on their 
roughnefs, and their fteady adherence to the maxims of their 
anceftors, as, amongfl: other inftances, appears from this 
anfwer of a Spartan to one of the learned Athenians, who 
upbraided him with the ignorance of his country : All you 

Jay may be true, and yet it amounts to no mnre, than that tve 
only amongfl the Greeks have learned no evil cujloms fro?n you. 
Arts were in no greater credit with them than fciences, a fol- 
dier was the only reputable profeffion in Sparta, a mechanic 
or a hufbandm^n was thought a low fellow ; the reafon of 
this was, that they imagined profeflions which required much 
labour, fome conftantpofture, being continually in the houfe, 
or always about a fire, weakened the body, and deprefled 
the mind ; whereas a man free from thefe incumbrances was 
at liberty to attend the fervice of the republic in time of peace, , 
and to fight its battles when engaged in war. Such profef- 
fions as were neccflary the Helotes exercifed, but for curious 
arts, and fuch as ferved only to luxury, they would not fo 
much as fuffer them to be pra<£tifed in their city ; in confe- 
rence of which, rhetoricians, fortune-tellers, hankers, and 
dealers in money were fhut out \ neither tragedy, nor comr- 
dy could obtrude itfclf on the Spartans, they would not hcin 
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the reprefentation of evil, even to produce good ; but other 
kinds of poetry were admitted, provided the magiftrates had 
the perufal of pieces before they were handed to the public. 
Above all things they affected brevity of fpeech, and 
accuftomed their children from their very infancy never to 
exprefs themfelves in more words than were ftri&Iy neceflary, 
whence a concife and fententious oratory is to this day ftiled 
Laconic. In writing they ufed the fame method, of which 
we have a fignal inftance in a letter of Archidamus to the 
Eleans, when he underftood that they had fome thoughts of 
affifting the Arcadians ; it ran thus : Archidamus to the 
Eleans. It is good to be quiet. And therefore Epaminondas 
had reafon to glory in having forced the Spartans to abandon 
their monofyllables, and to lengthen their difcourfes. We 
need not wonder, that people, fo much removed from their 
neighbours in their cuftoms and manners, fhould jiot be de- 
firous of having the cuftoms and laws of ftrangers publifhed or 
difcourfed of in their city ; this therefore was a law given by 
Lycurgus, and ftridlly adhered to ; but fome, who have in- 
ferred from thence that the Lacedemonians were equally cau- 
tious to prevent ftrangers from gaining acquaintance with 
their laws and cuftoms, are fomewhat miftaken ; for in this 
point they were not fo ftri<£L The greateft part of their 
education confided in giving their you^h right ideas of men 
;ind things ; the hen or mafter propofed queftions, and either 
commended the anfwers that were made him, or reproved 
fuch as anfwered childiflily j thefe queftions did not relate 
cither to trivial or to abftrufe matters, but to points of the 
highefl importance in civil life 5 fuch as, Who was the beft 
man in the city ? wherein lay the merit of fuch an action, and 
whether this or that hero's fame was wc]l founded ? Harm- 
lefs raillery was greatly encouraged, and this, joined to their 
fhort manner of fpeaking, rendered Laconic replies univerfal- 
]y admired. Mufic was much encouraged, but in this, as in 
other things, they adhered to that which had been in favour 
with their anceftors ; nay, they were fo ft rift therein, that 
they would not permit their flaves tp learn either the tune 
or the words of their moft admired odes, or, which is all 
one, they would not permit them to fmg them if they had 
learned them. The love of boys was much encouraged at 
sparta, but it was a virtuous and modeft affection, untinged 
with that fenfuality which was fo fcandalous at Athens ; fe- 
male friendfhips were no lefs frequent, and no lefs warm ; it 
is likely, that Lycnrgus introduced thefe things in order the 
better to unite his citizens, which is the more probable, if 
}vc confider, that neither in one cafe, nor in the other, rivals 

were 
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were aqgry, or bore ill-will towards each other ; but on the 
contrary, their love to the fame perfon begat a fecondary 
friend/hip among themfelves, and united them in all things 
which might be for the benefit of the perfon beloved. There 
is but one thing more, in refpeft to their education, which 
deferves mention, and it is this; that theft, if it was hand- 
somely concealed, was not held fcandalous amongft them ; a 
moft abfurd inftitution, for which many apologies have been 
offered, which have done as little honour to their authors, 
as this very law did to Lycurgus. When theft was difcovered, 
however, it was feverely punifhed, and what between this 
practice and the former, the Spartan youth were fo hardened, 
that they would endure any thing, after they had committed 
a theft, rather than fuffer it to be known. It would be efafy 
to alledge inftances, but to what end ? to prove, that in de- 
fence of vice men will dare to fuffer pain ? We fee it 
every day, and therefore they are needlefs ; it was an error 
in the Lacedemonian policy, which we are not bound cither 
to palliate or excufe. 

The exercifes inftituted bylaw fall under the ninth tabic; 
in thefe all theGree&s were extremely careful, but the Lace- 
demonians in a degree beyond the reft ; for if a youth by his 
corpulence, or any other means, became unfit for thefe ex- 
ercifes, he fell into public contempt at leaft, if not banifhment. 
Hunting was the ufual diverfion of their children, nay, it was 
made a part of their education, becaufe it had a tendency 
to ftrengthen the limbs, and to render thofe who pra&ifed it 
fupple and fleet ; they like wife bred up dogs for hunting 
with great care. They had a kind of public dances, in which 
they exceedingly delighted, and which were common 
alike to virgins and young men ; indeed in all their fports 
girls were allowed to divert themfelves with the youths, in- 
fomuch, that at darting, throwing the quoit, pitching the bar, 
and fuch like robuft diverfions, the women were as dexter- 
ous as the men ; for the manifeft oddity of this proceeding 
Lycnrgus afligned no other reafon, than that he fought to 
render women as well as men ftrong and healthy, that the 
children they brought forth might be fo too ; violent exer- 
cifes, and a laborious kind of life were only injoined to the 
youth ; for when they were grownup to men's eftate, that 
is, were upwards of thirty years old, they were exempted 
from all kinds of labour, and employed themfelves wholly 
either in affairs of ftate or in war. They had a method of 
whipping at a certain time young lads in the temple of 

Diana, and about her altar, which, however palliated, was 

certainly 
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certainly unnatural and cruel. It was efteemed a great ho- 
nour for lads to fuftain thefe flagellations without weeping, 
groaning, or fhewing any fenfe of pain ; and the thirft of 
glory was fo ftrong in thefe young minds, that they very fre- 
quently fuffered death without fhedding a tear, or breathing 
a figh. A defire of overcoming all the weakneffes of human 
nature, and thereby rendering his Spartans not only fuperior 
to their neighbours, but to their fpecies, runs through ma- 
ny of the inftitutions of Lycurgus ; which principle, if wejl 
attended to, thoroughly explains them, and without attending 
to which it is impoffible to give any account of them at all. 

The tenth table fiiall comprehend their laws refpefling 
contrads and money-matters. Gold and filver were by the 
conftitutions of Lycurgus made no value in Sparta ; he >yas fo 
well apprized of the danger of riches, tr#t he made the very 
poffellion of them penal ; but as there was no living without 
fome fort of money, that is, fome common meafure or ftan- 
dard of the worth of things, he diredted an iron coinage, 
whereby the Spartans were fupplied with the ufeful money, 
and had at the fame time no temptation to covetoufnefs af- 
forded them ; for a very fmall fum was fufficient to load a cou- 
ple of horfes, and a great one mufl have been kept in a barn 
or warehouse ; the coming in of all foreign money was alfo 
prohibited, that corruption might not enter under the name 
of commerce. The moft antient method of (telling, viz. 
by barter, or exchange of one commodity for another, was 
preferved by law in Sparta long after it had been out of date 
every where elfe P Interest was a thing forbid in the Spartan 
commonwealth, where they had alfo a Jaw againft the aliena- 
tion of lands, accepting prefents from foreigners even with- 
out the limits of their own country, and when their autho- 
rity and chara&er might well feem to expufc them j thus by 
all poffible methods Lycurgus fought to fliut out corruption, 
to oblige his citizens to live limply and innocently, without 
admitting amongft them thofe feeds of luxury and diflenfion, 
which he faw had produced fuch fatal effects in the regions 
through which he travelled. 

Sue \i of the laws of Sparta as related to courts of juftice 
may be brought under the eleventh table. Thirty years muft 
ha\cpaffed over the head of him who had a right to concern 
himfclr in juridical proceedings ; young men were thought 
unfit for them, and it was even held indecent, and of ill re- 
port, for a man to have any fondnefs for law-fuits, or to be 
bufying himfclf at the tribunals, when he had no affairs there 
of his own; by thefe rules Lycurgus thought to fhut out liii- 
Sioufjicfs, and toprjwntth.it multiplicity of fuits which h 
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always fcandalous in a ftate. As young people were not per- 
mitted to inquire about the laws of other countries, and as 
they were hindered from hearing judicial proceedings in their 
courts, fo they were likewife forbidden to afk any queftions a- 
bout, or to endeavour to difcover the reafons of, the laws by 
which themfelves were governed. Obedience was their duty, 
2nd to that alone they would have them kept. Men of aban- 
doned ehara&ers, or who were notorioufly of ill fame, loft 
all right of giving their votes in refpeftof public affairs, or of 
/peaking in public aflemblies ; for they would not believe, 
that an ill man in private life could mean his country better 
than he did his neighbour. 

The military laws of Sparta fhall compofe the twelfth ta- 
ble. Till a man was thirty years old, he was not capable 
of ferving in the army, as the beft authors agree, tho' fome 
think, that the military age is not well afcertained by antient 
authors ; they were forbidden to march at any time before 
the full moon, the reafon of which law is very hard to be dis- 
covered^ if indeed it had any reafon at all, or was not rather 
founded on fome fuperftitious opinion, that this was a more luc- 
ky conjunfture than' any other. They were likewife forbid- 
den to fight often againft the fame enemy, which was one of 
the wifeft maxims in the political fyftem of Lycurgus; and we 
fhall fee, that Ageftlaus^ by offending againft it, deftroyed the 
power of his country, and loft her that authority which for fo 
many ages fhe maintained over the reft of Greece ; for by 
continually warring againft the Thebans, to whom he had an 
inveterate hatred, he at -laft beat them into the knowledge of 
the art of war, and enabled them under the command of E- 
paminondas to maintain for a time the principality of Greece. 
Maritime affairs they were forbid to meddle with, though 
the neceflity of things compelled them in procefs of time to 
tranfgrefs this inftitutiori, and by degrees they transferred to 
themfelves as well the dominion at fea as land, as the reader 
has already feen in the Athenian hiftory ; but after the Pek- 
ponnejian war they again neglefted naval affairs, from a per- 
fuafion that failors and ftrangers corrupted thofe with whom 
they converfed. As they never fortified Sparta^ fo they were 
not ready to undertake fieges ; fighting in the field was their 
proper province, and while they could overcome their enemies 
there, they rightly conceived that nothing could hurt them at 
home. In time of war they relaxed fomewhat of their ftrift 
manner of living, in which they were fingular; the true rea- 
fon for this was, in all probability, that war might be lefs 
burtlt-nfome to them ; for, as we have more than once ob- 
fervid, n Itrowg clef ire t« render them bold and warlike was 
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the reigning paffion of their legiflator. For they were for* 
bidden to remain long encamped in the fame place, as well to 
hinder their being furprifed, as that they might be more trou- 
blefome to their enemies, by wafting every corner of their 
country. They flept all night in their armour, but their out- 
guards were not allowed their fliields, that being unprovided 
of defence they might not dare to fleep. In all their expedi- 
tions, they were careful in, the performance of religious rites, 
and after their evening meal was over, the foldiers fang toge- 
ther hymns to their gods. When they were about to engage, 
the king facrificed to the mufcs, that by their affiftance they 
might be enabled to perform deeds worthy of being recorded 
to lateft times ; then the army advanced in order to the found 
of fiutes, which played the hymn of Cajlor \ the king him- 
felf fung the paean, which was the fignal to charge ; this was 
done with all the decorum imaginable, and the foldiers were 
fure either to die or conquer; indeed they had nothing elfe to 
do, for if they fled they were infamous, and in danger of be- 
ing flain, even by their own mothers, for difgracing their fa- 
milies. Hiftory informs us, that a Spartan lady, on the news 
of her fon's having fled from a battle, wrote him this fliort 
letter, Fame /peaks ill of you, efface it, or be no more. In this 
confifted all the excellency of the Spartan women, who, if 
it were poffible, excelled in bravery their men, never lament- 
ing over hufbands or fons, if they died honourably in the 
field, but deploring the fhame brought on their houfe, if ei- 
ther the one or the other efcaped by flight. The throwing 
away a fliield alfo induced infamy, and with refpect 
to this, mothers, when they embraced their departing fons, 
were wont to caution them, that they flbould either return 
armed as they were, or be brought back fo, that is, when 
they were dead ; for, as we have before obferved, fuch as were 
flain in battle were neverthelefs buried in their own country. 
When they had made their enemies fly, they purfued no longer 
than till the vidory was out of doubt, becaufe they would feem 
to fight rather for the honour of victory, than that they might 
put their enemies to death. According to their antient rulesof war, 
they were bound not to fpoil the dead bodies of their enemies, 
but in procefs of time this, and indeedmany other of their moft 
excellent regulations, fell into difluetude. He who overcame by 
ftratagem offered up an ox to Mars % whereas he who overcame 
by force offered up only a cock, the former being efteemed 
more manly than the latter. After forty years fervice a man 
was difcharged, that is, it was no longer required of him by 
law to go into the field, and confequently, if the mili- 
tary age was thirty, the Spartans were not held invalids, till 
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they were feVefity* Thus We have comprized the rnoft con- 
fiderable of the Spartan laws into twelve tables. Some in- 
deed we have omitted, becaufe we fliall be obliged to ipeafc 
of their being ena&ed elfewhere b. 

Lycurgus did not put any of his Jaws into writing* becaufe ™e Cryp> 
he would have them written in the hearts of the people ; and tj a <whaii 
to imprefs them the more ftrongly there* he took great pains a9u * how* 
to make it be believed, that they were given to him by Apol- P u °l*r**~ 
lo, wherefore he ftiled them Rhetra, i. e. divine fanftionsi 



was 



that political contrivance, which prevailed ainongft his coun- 
trymen, for leflening the number of their Haves whenever 
they grew dangerous to the ftate, and which was ftiled Cryp- 
tia 9 1. e. the ambufcade* Such as had the care of educating the 
Spartan youth picked out the ftouteft of them, and* having 
armed them \yith daggers, fent them out to deftroy their Un- 
happy flaves, which they did, either by furprifing them in theJ 
night, or falling upon them in the day, when they were at 
their work, without any crime being pretended againft them* 
and for no other reafon than that the ftate might be fafe from 
their attempts by this reduction of their number. Plato great- 
ly condemns this law, for which reafon Plutarch denies that 
it was made by Lycurgus ; but when, or however, it was 
made, it was indubitably againft natural equity, or, to fpeafc 
with greater propriety, againft humanity } a cruel and unne- 
ceflary expedient, and unworthy of a virtuous people « (A). 

It 



b Plut. in riu Lydurg. k in Inftit. Lacon. Arist. Polir. : 
Plat, de Legib. & de Repub XENOPH.Inft. Lac. ^)lian. 
var. Hift. HfiRAC. Pont, in Ffagm. « Plut. in vie. Lycurg* 
Plato de Legib. I. i. p. 633- 

(A) The cruelty of the Lacedemonians towards their flaves, or 
He/otejj is frequently fpoken of, and generally decried by all au- 
thors, though Plutarch, who was a great admirer of the Spartans f 
endeavours every where to palliate it as much as maybe. To* 
give the reader a diftincl account of this matter, we muft firft ac-* 
quaint him who thefe Helotcs are : Heios was an antient city in La- 
coma, againft which on fome pretence or other the Lacedemonians 
made war, and having fubdued it, they made all the inhabitants 
thereof, and qfi the adjacent diftricl:, flaves ( 1). And in procefs 
of time, when they had enlarged the number of perfons in this 
unhappy condition by fubjugating other places, they itiU kept up 

(1) Homer. Iliad. J}, v. 58$*. Stralo, Gcogr. til. viii. 363. 
Paufan. Lacon, 20 1 « 
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Sedition in j T ; s not to be conceived, that fuch mighty changes could 

Sparta. b e wrought in a country without any oppofition, neither in- 

Lycurgus deed were they . f or when he proceeded to the divifion of 
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the old name, and called them all Helotes, which, ceafing then to 
be a proper name, became common to all who were in this ftate 
of fervitude. As to the terms of it, they were thefe : Firft, their 
lords could not fet them free ; and fecondly they had no power to 
fell them, fo as that they might be tranfported out of the Lacede- 
monian dominions (2), Hence it came to pafs, that they were pro- 
digioufly numerous, which fometimes alarmed the Spartans, and 
made them devife the law above recited to keep them under. A- 
riftotk exprefly affirms, that it was devifedby Lycurgm (3). P/«- 
tarcb would gladly have this difbelieved, merely becaufe he thinks 
it injurious to that legiflator ; for he offers no other reafon for it 
whatfoever, and at the fame time owns, that Plato himfelf had been 
difpleafed with Lycurgus for the cruelty and injuftice of this law (4). 
Plutarch elfewhere informs us, that the Helotes were employed to 
cultivate the lands of their lords, that they did not give an exaft 
account of their produce, but paid a fmall fettled rent, which 
their lords could not raife without incurring public cenfure (5). 
This is Plutarch's account of the matter, from whence one would 
be led to conceive, that thefe Helotes were a kind of bailiffs, Rew- 
ards, or lower fort of farmers. But other authors fpeak a quite dif- 
ferent language ; they tell us, that liberty and flavery were in their 
extremes at Sparta, that none were fo perfectly free as the citizens 
of Lacedemon, nor any fuch defpicable flaves as thefe Helotes ; they 
were diitinguifhed, that is, marked out for flaves in their drefs, 
their gefture, and infhort in every thing; they wore dog- fkin bon- 
nets, fheep-fkinvefts ; they were forbidden to learn any liberal art, 
or to perform any aft worthy of their matters ; when their lords 
were fo difpofed, thefe poor men were obliged to drink themfelves 
drunk, that the free-born Spartans might fee the beaftlinefs of that 
vice in their behaviour. Once a day they received a certain num- 
ber of ftripes, for fear they mould forget they were flaves ; and 
to crown all they were liable to this Cryptia, which was fure to be 
executed on all fuch as fpokc, looked, or walked like freemen (6\ 
Ttf take off fomewhat from the horror and fcandal of fuch a prac- 
tice, the cphori, after they were inflituted, at their coming into 
office declared war againft them (7) ; againft whom? why againft 
poor naked flaves, who tilled their lands, dreffed their food, and 
did all thofe offices for them which they were too proud to do for 

(2) Strabo, lib. viii. Pollux, lib. 3. c. 8. (3) Petit, lib. it. 
(4.) wit. Lycurg. (5) Inftit. Lacedem. (6) Mir on. Prien. 

/ip, Jthen, Deipnof. lib, xiv. (7) JriJI* Polit, lit, ii. 
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proceeded to blows, and Lycurgus found himfelf obliged to 
quit the aflembly in order to fly to afan£tuary ; fome of them, 
however, clofely purfued him, and amongft the reft one Al- 
cander, a young nobleman of a generous, but too hafty, dif- 
pofition, who^. on Lycurgus's looking back, ftruck him on 
the eye, and as lbme fay, beat it out ; the legiflator then flop- 
ped, and fliewing his face all covered with blood, the people 
were fo ftruck thereat, that they immediately asked his par- 
don, and delivered up Meander into his hands to be treated as 
he thought fit. Lycurgus accepted the proppfal, and carried 
Alcander home with him, where, inftead of punilhing, or 
even reproving him harfhly, he received him as his attendant, 
caufed him to wait on him at meals, and k?pt him always near 
his perfon; this mildnefs was of great fervice to them both; for 
Alcander perceiving that Lycurgus was not, as he had fuppofed 
him, a man of a harfh and morofe difpofition, but of a mod 
fweet and affable temper, he became from his fierceft enemy his 
greateft admirer, which wrought mightily on the minds of the 
people, and engaged them to receive as oracles the inftru&ions 
of Lycurgus. Another good it wrought was this, that it be- 
came immediately a law, from which they never receded, 
that no weapon whatfoever, no not fo much as a ftaff, was 
brought into their aflemblies or public councils d . 

W hen Lycurgus had fully perfected hisdefign, and wrought Method ta- 
the commonwealth into that form, which, from the confide- ken by this 
ration of the nature of men and of the different effeds of va- legiflator to 

fettle bis 

d Plut. ubi fupra. 

themfelves. Plutarch according to cuftom, endeavours to place all 
this cruelty far lower than the times of Lycurgus , and altedges, that 
it was introduced on account of the Helotes joining with the McffL- 
nlans after a great earthquake, whereby a great part of Lacedemon 
was overthrown (8) ; but AZlian tells us exprefly, that it was the 
common opinion in Greece, that this very earthquake was a judg- 
ment from heaven upon the Spartans for treating thefe Helotes with 
fuch inhumanity (9). Thueydides gives us a glaring inftanceof thejea* 
loufy of the Lacedemonians on account of thefe poor men ; he fays, 
that about two thoufand of them* being manumitted hy law for 
their great fervice in the PeUpznneJian war, were crowned with 
garlands, led about to the temples, and entertained with fhows ; 
after all which they difappeared on a fudden, nor could any body 
ever tell what became of them (10). 

(8) Plut. twit. Lycurg. (9} Hi/l. Var. lib. iii. fioj Tin - 
cyd. de Bell. Pelop. lib. iv. vide etiam Ubb. Emm. deRepub. L/n. 
Crag. deRepub, Lac, lib. i. c. H Meurf. Jli/c. Lacon. lib. ii. c. 6. 
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rious governments upon them, he thought moft eligible j his 
next care was to render this fixed and ftable, and to prevent 
his countrymen from overturning that ftrufture which he had 
raifed, and running back into the condition wherein he found 
then}. After fome time he fell upon a method of effecting 
it, which vyas this : He called a general afTenjbly, wherein 
he declared, that he now thought every thing was brought 
into its proper order, and that there remained behind but 
one point to be fettled, which was irjdeec} of the higheft im- 
portance, and what he could not acquaint them with, till he- 
had confulted the oracle at Delphi j to which place he was 
ready to go, provided they would engage thenjfelves to ob- 
ferve hi$ Rhetra inviolably till his return. To this all ranks 
and degrees of people readily aflented, and to bind their aflent, 
Lycurgus took an oath upon the fpot from the two kings, the 
fenate, and the commons ; after which he departed, as he had 
propofcd, and went to Delphi. There he propofed this <Juef- 
iiori to the oracle ; Shall the laws eftablijhed in Sparta mke 
that city virtuous and happy ? The refponfe wis* The laws 
given to Sparta are excellent, and the city (hall cqriftrtife in the 
kijrhe/l renown while it ohferves the polity of ILycurgus. This 
he took in writing and fent to Sparta, after Wich he facri- 
iiced a fecond time to Apollo, and having fojemnly taken teave 
of his friends and of his fon,he determined with himfelf to put 
an end to his life by fafting, that the Lacedemonians might rter 
ver have it in their power to free themfelves from the oath 
which he had taken from them. Plutarch exprefles himfelf 
in very high terms, in refpeft to the death of Lycurgus, he 
cqmmends it as one of the noblcft inftances of patriotifm, 
which is to be met with in antient hiftory ; becaufe, fays he, 
the legiflator fecurcd a double point by this manner of dying i 
he put a moft honourable end to a virtuous and well-fpent lftej 
<>ncj he affixed his death as a feal to his laws, which, he left as 
his laft will and teftament to his country. He tells us like- 
vyife, that his bones were carried home to Sparta y and buried 
iinder a plain tomb ? which, as a mark of the divine favour^ 
fte fays, was afterwards blafted wit!) lightning, ao ' acpidenf 
peculiar to Lycurgus and Euripides the poet. The Spartans, 
to do honour to his memory, ere&ed a tentple to him, and 
facrificcd annually thereat t But after all this pompous ac- 
count, Plutarch "himfelf acknowledges., that authors are not 
lyejl agreed, how, or where, this greztt mini died ; Tome fay, 
he ended his days at Cirrka % Apolothemis affirmed, that he 
died at Elis^ Timaus aiid Arijloxenus agree, that he fipifhcj 
jh»a days ij] Qrete, the latter fays tjie inhabitants fhevyed his 

vmb. AriJIocrates the fon of Hipparchus wrote likctyife that 
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he died in Crete ; but he added, that by the dire&ion of Ly- 
cnrgtts the perfons with whom he lodged burnt his body, and 
fcattered the afhes thereof in the air, and on the fea, that they 
might never be tranfported to Lacedemon^ to prevent the peo- 
ple apprehending themfelves releafed from their oath. He 
left behind him one fon, whofe name was Antiorus, who dy- 
ing without iffue, his race became extinft. His relations and 
friends held an annual aflembly in commemoration of the de- 
ceafed, and that they might therein difcourfe of, and exhort 
each other to the imitation of his virtues ; the days of this 
meeting were in honour of the legiflator ftiled Lycur-r 

gides c (B;. 

From 

e Plut. in vit. Lycurg. 

(B) The life of Lycurgus was the firft which Plutarch publlflied, 
&s he himfelf obferves (11). He feems to have had a mighty lik- 
ing to the Spartans and their cuftoms ; for, befides this life and 
thofe of fetreral other Spartan chieftains, we have a creatife of his 
on the laws and cuftoms of the Lacedemonians, and another of La- 
conic apophthegms ; he owns notwithftanding, that with refpeft to 
the family and the time of the birth of this legiflator, there is great 
uncertainty. He makes him, however, in all things a perfeft he- 
f0 9 and alledges his behaviour as a proof that the wife man fo of- 
ten defcribed, and fo much commended by philofophers, was not 
a xhere ideal charadter unattainable by human nature.* He is very 
particular as to the falutation of the'prophetefs at Delphi, which, 
Jre feys, ran in thefe words : Welcome, beloved of God, and rather 
God than man (12). This oracle was certainly very famous in 
Greece^ and generally fpeaking believed, otherwife Socrates would 
not have quoted it in his defence (13 \ or Plutarch have fo often 
forged it a& a full anfwer to all the calumnies raifed againft his hero. 
Yet ibmething may be faid, not greatly to the reputation either to 
the tirade or Lycurgus, viz. that this was all contrivance, in order 
to bring about what could otherwife never have been brought about, 
the imputing his harlh laws upon the Spartans. It is very likely, 
that he took this hint from the conduft of Minos the Cretan law- 
iver, who afcribed all his laws to Jupiter; but from whomfoever 
e took it, an antient author of great note affirms, that the re- 
fponfes of the tirade iyere framed by his wit, and procured by his 
money (14). The reader has feen in the Athenian hiftory many 
inftances of a like nature, and we fliall hereafter ihew, that Ly/an~ 
der knfew how to make Apollo fpeak kindly in his favour, as well as 
LycUrgus. It is clear, that our law-giver depended chiefly on the 
people's apprehending his inftitutions to be divine ; for this cauie 

(\ i) In <vit. Tbefei* (12) Plut. in *uit. Lycttrg. (13) Xc* 

nophon. de fob. Memor. (14) Poly<t7u Stratag. lib. i. c. 16. 
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The reigns From the death of Lycurgus the Lacedemoni an hiftory i s 
«/*Chari- f or a long time very perplexed, there being no other materials 

laus and 

Teleclus. jj C wou ]j ne ver fuffer his laws to be put into writing, bat trufted 

u%\ a t ' iem to ^ e memor /> c ^ at m ight at once make the greater im- 
ood » preffion, and give the government greater power. Plutarch af- 
^°95- fords us an inftance of this ; he fays , that by a Rhetra of Lycurgus 

ru -a P eo P^ e P ower *° affent or diflent from what was propofed 

Cnnit. tQ t £ em fry the kings and fenate ; but when by degrees they ex- 

i ten( *ed this power, and began to glofs upon the laws, to affent to 
one part of them and to diflent from another, the kings and fenate, 
that they might be even with them in their own way, added a new 
claufe to the Rhetra to this purpofe, that if the people, (hould offer 
any crofs propofal, then the fenate and kin^s might rejeft it. 
Which claufe, by dint of a little of their legiflator's art, they im- 
pofed as a genuine injun&ion, and thereby ftrengthened their own 
authority at the expence of the peoples (15). Moil politicians have 
held Lycurgus"* invention of a fenate to have been a moft excellent 
contrivance : Plato was fo much charmed with it, that from thence 
he ftiles its author a divine fpirit refiding in a human nature (16) : 
yet Ariftotle, who was an excellent politician, found great fault 
with that inftitution ; he thought it unreafonable, that fenators 
Jhould be made for life, becaufe frequently mens abilities decay, fo 
that inftead of being able to mind public affairs, they become unfit 
to tranfaft thofe of their own family. He was likewife offended, 
that they were left without controul, for he thought, that as all 
men were liable to errors, fo all men ought to be accountable for 
them, efpeciallyif their errors might any way affedt the ftate (17). 
The lail aft of Lycurgus, pf which we have any certainty r is his 
fending the oracle from Delphi to Sparta, Signifying the approba- 
tion given by Apollo to all his laws ; tha.t he ftarved himfelf there 
is improbable,but that he returned no more toliis country feems to be 
perfectly agreeable to his manner of afting ; for he was extremely 
ambitious of being thought fomewhat more than man, as appears 
from the whole tenour of his behaviour ; and his life could never 
have been clofed by any adl more fluning than this of quitting fu- 
preme power, when his countrymen unanimoufly defired that he 
ihould retain it. This (hewed, that he was truly difinterefted, and 
did not feek any other reward for the fcr vices he rendered Sparta, 
than the glory of having ferved her. Solon, though a perfon of a 
different temper, was as difinterefted as he ; he fettled the Athenian 
commonwealth, refufed the fovercignty when offe-red to him, tra- 
velled to avoid the importunities of his countrymen, oppofed ty- 
ranny in his old age,and when he found his oppofition vain went into 
voluntary exile. Lycurgus and Solon were both great men, but the 
former had the flronger, the latter the milder, genius, the effc&s 
of which appeared in the commonwealths they founded. 

( 1 5) Pint, in <vit. Lycut'g. (16) Plato de Legib. lib. ;'//. (17) 
Arift. lib. ii. £sf lib. vi. 
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from whence it may be collected, than fcattered paflages of 
antient authors, which, as well as we are able, we flaall put 
together. Charilaus made war on the Argives, but with lit- 
tle fuccefs ; afterwards he fell on the Tegeata a people of Ar- 
cadia \ but in this war alfo he had very bad fortune, for he 
was taken prifoner in a battle, which was won chiefly by the 
valour of the women ; and to purchafe his liberty, he was 
conftrained to take a folemn oath, that he would never make 
war on this people any more ; which oath, however, he kept 
very indifferently f . He then turned his arms againft the 
Acbeansj who had taken from the Lacedemonians feveral frontier 
towns, which he and hiscollegue Teleclus recovered. Among 
thefe were Amyclas, Pharis, and Gerontbra ; the firft they 
rafed,the inhabitants of the other two cities by agreement were 
permitted to retire out of Peloponnefus ; fuch were the milita- 
ry exploits of Charilaus or Cbarillus\ he retained always a great 
refpedi for his tutor Lycurgus, as appears from feveral of his 
fayings which have reached our times : for being once afked, 
whyLycurgus had made fo few laws, he anfwered, Men of feiu 
words need but few laws ; and it being demanded of him what 
kind of polity he held to be moft complete, Tloat, {aid he, 
wherein mofl of the citizens contend in virtue without difturhwg 
each other b \ His collegue of the other regal houfe was Tele- 
clus, a prince of indifferent parts and fortune. Being told 
before he fucceeded to the crown, by fome who fought to flat- 
ter him, that his father had fpoke flightingly of him, he an- 
fwered, That he was forry for it, becnuje be would not huw 
done it, if himfelf had not deferved it h . His death gave oc- 
cafion to the Meffenian war, but after what manner cannot 
eafily be determined. There was, it feems, a temple of 
Diana featcd on the marches between Laconia and Mefjcnia, 
to which the inhabitants of both regions retorted ; fome Spa: - 
tan virgins repairing thither were violated by the Mcjjenians, 
and Teleclus, endeavouring to prevent this outrage, was flain ; 
ti^e women alfo famifhed themfelves to death. This is the 
Spartan fide of the ftory ; the Mejfenians reported it thus : 
That Teleclus intending to furprize fome of the principal per- 
funs of their country, came thither with certain of his friends 
in female habits, with poignards under their cloaths, and that, 
a fray happening, Teleclus and fome of his attenuates were 
flain. But there wanted not other caufes of ill-will amonu 
thefe people; for the Spartans entertained an opinion, that, 
their kings Euryjlhcnes and Frocks were cheated by their un- 

f Pausan. in Arcad. *Plut. in Apophthcg. I.ucuii. 
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c!c Crefphontes in the affignment of their territories, the mo# 
barren being given to them, and the beft referved to himfelf* 
While tilings were in this fituation, an injury done to a pri- 
vate perfon kindled up the fire of war. Thus it happened $ 
Polycbares a Mejfenian intrufted Euephnus a Lacedemonian 
with fome cows, on condition that he ihould have a moiety 
of the profit arifingfrom their milk. The Spartan fold thefe 
cows to certain chapmen, and not only the cows, but the 
herdfmen who kep tthem, his merchants agreeing to take them 
away by force ; as foon as this was done, Euephnus went to 
Polycbares, and told him a melancholy ftory of certain robbers, 
who had ftolen the cattle and their keepers. But, unluckily 
for him, while he was in the midft of his tale, came one or 
two of his herdfmen, who had made their efcape, and falfi- 
fied all he faid 5 upon this the Lacedemonian confefled the truth, 
and told Polycbares, that if he would fend his fon home with_ 
him, he would give him a moiety of the money, to which 
the Mejfenian readily agreed. But when they were come to 
Sparta, Euephnus moft perfidioufly murdered the lad, and 
Polychares, coming feveral times to Sparta to demand juftice, 
was forced to retire unredrefled and unheeded. He, being 
exceedingly provoked with fuch barbarous ufage, refolved to 
take vengeance of the whole nation, and, in confequence of 
this refolution, killed as many of the Lacedemonians as he 
could meet with, which on the other hand was highly refented 
by that people 1 . Thefe tranfa&ions we have thrown toge- 
ther, though they happened at fome diftance of time, be- 
caufe we were willing to place all the caufes or fuppofed cau- 
fes of the Mejfenian war in the reader's view at once j we 
will, however, interrupt this narration a little, that we may 
preferve in its juft order the fucceffion of the Spartan kings. 
The reigns To Charilaus fucceeded his fon Nicander, who reigned 
of Nican- thirty nine years, and in the thirty fourth year of whofe reign 
der and wa8 celebrated the firft olympiad ; he is faid to have carried on 
^ amC " ^ e Wa * with* the Argives, and to have done them a great deal 

of mifchief } but for other great adions of his life, if there 
were any, they were not recorded. Teleclus had for his fuc- 
cefibr his fon Alcamenes, who, with his collegue before-men- 
tioned, fent to the Meffenians to demand juftice againft Poly* 
chares, and that he fhould be delivered up ; the Meffenians 
were at that time governed by Androcles and Antiochus, bro- 
thers j the former was much againft yielding on any terms to 
the requeft of the Lacedomonians 9 alledging, that they were 
the aggreflbrs, and therefore ought to do juftice firft j the 
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latter was againft hazarding the public fafety on account of a 
private perfon, and therefore declared that he would give up 
Polychares rather than break with the Spartans ; the difputes 
on this occafion rofe fo high, that from words they came to 
Wows, wherein Androcles was flain. Antiochus, now reign- 
ing alone, fent immediately ambaffadors to Sparta^ befeech- 
ing the king and fenate to confider, that they were originaily 
of the fame ftock, and that therefore they ought not to be 
ready on every turn to make war on each other, offering in 
the prefent cafe to leave the decifion of this matter either to 
the Argives, who were their common allies, to the Amphic- 
tyonian council, or to the fenate of Areopagus at Athens. The 
Spartans gave no anfwer CO thefe deputies, and while things 
were in this fituation, Antiocbus died, and was fucceeded in 
his dominions by his fon Euphaes ; to him the Lacedemonians 
made no complaint, neither did they renounce their correfpon- 
dence with the Mejfmians ; yet were they ail dip time pro- 
viding fecretly for the war, and, when aji things were ready, 
engaged in it without giving the leait notice. Before they 
proceeded to hoftilities, the kings and fenate called a genera! 
affembly, in which the troops appointed for the war took a 
folemn oath never to return home till they had intirely con- 
quered Mejfenia \ which fhewed, that this was a war of am- 
bition rather than juftice, and intended not to repair then- 
own injuries, but to ravage the country of their neighbours k . 

Alcamenes king of Sparta^ at the head of a complete army, f/ :e T\j c f. 
entered the Mejfem 'an territory fuddenly, 2nd by night, in con- fenian^t ^ 
fequence of which he eafily furprifed the city of Amphca^ the comme?ic-. .. 
gates of which were open as ufual, the inhabitants not having Vear of 
the lead ilfpicion of what afterwards happened. The Spar- tJie food 
tans behaved on this occafion very cruelly, they flew without * ? '^ y ' 
difiincliion all who came in their way, nor did even temples J ea 5J^ ff 
or altarr afford a fanituary to fuch as fled thither for protc&i- or€ * 111 ' 
on. The convenient;.' of the city, which the Lacedemonian* V^n/vj 
knew would fcrve them as a proper magazine J-irin^ the v ar, 4 
tempted them to tl us exploit, and in all probabiht v engird 
them to tieat the. people thus b.irfhly, f h.it. thev -ns^it nuke 
themfeives abfolute mafters of it and if. uililv.^. lii.f-b-'s 
McJJhuanlvs^oix the iiril new* of tl.: \ti 1 tJ.'ii!;;. iiio.U', 
nffembled his people, and cncoui:!ged than 10 L.-p up 'lu;i 
tpirits, and not to belie. c that ail w., ■ \<n\ y i u\c />, <-(,< 
was in the hands of the Laced moniam \ lie lila v Id c >\ • \U< m 
hi:-, opinion of the war, and of ihe in. inner in v. hi* 1 \ Lev mi; 1 --: 
beft carry it on ; ho obfervtd to them rhat tin. I j 
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were not only brave, but were alfo bred up to war as to 
a trade, nay, were indeed bred up to nothing elfe ; whence 
he inferred, that it was by no means prudent for them to en- 
gage in pitched harries with fuch an enemy. Wherfore his 
counfel wjs, that they fhould carry cn a defenfive war in the 
bell manner they were able, tiil by degrees they acquired ex- 
perience enough to fight the Spartans upon equal terms. The 
Mjjcniam, following his advice, maintained a defenfive war 
for three ycjr.s, in which they fuffcrcd the Spartans to obtain 
verv L\v adv^nta^cs over them. In the fourth year Euphaes 
ventured an eng.gemc;;t, but it was with great circumfpec- 
tim, for, having intrenched his belt troops, he drew out his 
h-Tfe and light-armed forces fkirmiihing with thefe ; and when 
the Spa:tj::s drew nearer, and thought to have brought it to 
a^eneiai battle, he withdrew his army behind his retrench- 
ments ; and as the Sparta-s had no materials for filling up the 
ditch wbiLu lay before his works, they were conftrained to> 
retire, ajid ihoi ily after returned to their own country, where 
the} - met with a very indifferent reception, on account of the 
oarh uhi:h liny and their forces had taken, never to return 
till they had thoroughly i educed ALJJ'ema l . A very fhort time 
after this both the kings died. As to Nieander 9 we find little 
of him in antient authors more than has been already mentio- 
ned ; with refpeft to Alcamenes, Plutarch hath preferved fome 
pailages of hi* life, which fhew that he was a wife and gen- 
tle prince 1 ". Being once afked how a prince might beft 
fecure his government, he anfwered, By defpifmg gain. When 
the MeJJenians fought by prefents to have gained him to their 
intcreir, he refufed them ; and the rcafon of this being demand- 
ed, he readily anfwered, If I had taken them, the laws and 
I could never have agreed. He inherited, it fecms, a great 
deal of wea th from his father, and increafed it by his own 
management, living fiill in a plain parfimonious manner ; for 
which being reproached, he faid, Is it not a mark of virtue 
and good fenfe, when he who has abundance choojes to live, ra- 
ther according to rcafon than appetite? It is a misfortune to 
us, tint we know not from whom the author before mentio- 
ns I copied Lhcfe faying; j and the reader, it is to be hoped, 
will r\C'jfe us, if, finding little to fay of their deeds, we cn- 
teit.un him fometimcs with the fayings of thofe Spartan 
r kin"*. 

I'tlydwu- ficceeded his father Alcamencs in the kingdom, and 
T!.\ ,p...;f>/i5 his hither Nicander, With thefe princes the Spar- 

1 P \ r- • a -j in Mcfien. Justin. lib. iii. c. 4, ,n PLUT.in 
Apu^luncgm. Lacon. 
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tans intrufted a new army, with exprcfs inftructions not to 
a£t as their predecefTors had done, but to put their country in 
pofleflion of a prize which fhe had fo long defired. The Mef- 
fenians, under the command of Erphaes their prince, no 
longer fled from their enemies, as hitbeito they had wont : but 
prepared to give them battle, as foon as a proper opportunity 
offered. It was not long before they had occafion to make 
trial of each other's valour ; the Lacxh'tnorians then marched 
towards the enemv in battalia, Thro-bon; >us commanding t«':e 
right wing, and Polydorus the left ; the Aieffenians difpoil-d their 
army fo as bed to oppofe the Spartans , Antniulcr and their king 
Euphaes commanding their left, and Pytharatas their right ; 
the engagement was very obftinate, the centre in both aimics 
remaining firm ; the right wing of the Spartan army was rout- 
ed by Euphaes, as was riie right wing of the Mt'JJeuian army 
by Polydorus , Pytbaratas their general being flain. Thcfe ad- 
vantages, however, were fo inconsiderable, that neither par- 
ty durft purfue the other, and the next day a truce was agreed 
to, that both fides might have lcih/re to withdraw and bury 
their dead ; after which the Spartans, notwithstanding the in- 
ftrudtions they had received, thought fit to rerurn heme, the 
conquefl: of Mtjfmla appearing by this time a tiling impracticable 
for the prefent n . "Fhe rcaJer will obferve, tii.it we have af- 
cribed this war to motives of intereft, which at firft fight may 
fecm to clafli wirh what the hiftorians, whom we have men- 
tioned, have faid about it ; but that the fait was fo, putting 
all circumftances together, is indubitably true; nay, Polydorus 
the Spartan king openly profefled as much when he went to 
this war; for fome of the Mcjfenians having demanded of him, 
If he would fight againjl his brethren, alluding to their and the 
Lacedemonians defcent from the fame parents, the king readi- 
ly anfwered, No, but I ivill put in my claim to an cjlaie, to 
which as yet no body has any good title °. The great refinance 
the APjfenians made on this fecund invafion, determined the 
Spartans not to carry on the war any longer in the fame man- 
ner, but to content themfclves with hai ruffing and plundering 
the country, whereby the (pint* of their own troops would 
be kept up, and the APj/euiaus worn out and dell roved ; for 
in this lay the great advantage of the Spartans^ that war was 
their bufinefs, in which if they were not engaged thev were 
idje, whereas the Aleffenians, having their i*omihy aff'.urs to 
mind, were bewared and uelhoved by Ik ii»«>* thus obliged to 
Veep many garifons, helides a (landing hodv of Hoops in the 
held. To add to thefe mislurtuiiLS, whicli were ah Lady al- 
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mod infupportable, a diftemper raged in Meffenla, which dif- 
fered little from rhe plague, except that it did not fweep off 
fuch numbers. Thefe misfortunes produced a long and feri- 
ous confultation among the chief perfons in the kingdom, who 
at length came to a refolution to abandon fuch villages and lit- 
tle towns as were leaft capable of defence, and to fortify a 
city which flood on the top of the mountain Ithome, to which 
the inhabitants of the demolifned places might repair : from 
this they promifed themfelves two things ; firft, that they fliould 
be releafed from the expence of garifons ; fecondly, that in 
time of diflrefs this might be made a place of certain fafety p . 
T^Argive The Spartans were about this time called off from the 
or Thy- Mejfcnian war to engage with the Argives ; the difpute was 
rean war. a b out trie city Thyrea and -its diftrict, which, lying on the 

borders of Argolis and Laconia had been an old bone of con- 
tention between thofc ftates 1. To avoid a great effufion of 
blood, it was by both parties agreed, that three hundred Ar- 
gives and as many Lacedemonians fhould decide the quarrel 
between the nations, the armies on both fides retireing. In 
confequence of this agreement, thefe fix hundred men engag- 
ed, and fought with fuch obftinate refolution, that when night 
came on, there were but two Ar gives ', viz. Alcinor and Chro- 
mius, and one Spartan, whofe name was Othryades, left alive. 
The Argives ran home to their city to carry the news of the 
victory. Othryadcs remained jin the field of battle and ere<3> 
ed a trophy; hence a new difpute commenced; both parties 
claiming the victory ; the Argives, becaufe two of their men were 
left ; the Spartans, becaufe the Argives fled, and left Othrya- 
des in pofleflion of the field of battle ; this produced a new war, 
in which the Lacedemonians were victors, a great battle hav- 
ing been fought between their army, under the command of 
Folydorus, and that of the Argives, with a mighty (laughter 
of the latter. Some would have perfuaded the Spartan king 
to have purfucd this victory, and to have attacked Argos itfelf ; 
but he anfwered with a gencrofity becoming his character, 
th.it the Spartans font him to affert their rights, and not to rob 
others Thus ended the Argivc war, fome circumftances of 
which are varioufl'/ reported (C). Let us now return to the 
affairs of the MfJJhiicins after their fortifying Ithome. 

p Pau^an. ul)i fupra. 1 Herod, lib. i. Pa us an. in Argol. 
1 Su idas, in voce Oc/fv^'J/is. Pau *. a n . in Lacon. Plut. in A- 
popluheg. Lacon. 
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The defire of freeing themfelves from this grievous war The Mea~ 
with Sparta engaged them to fend a perfon to confult the ora- fures taken 
cle at Delphi ; the name of this man was Tijts, who in his ,B/ ^ 
return was attacked by fome of the Lacedemonian garifon infP* ce ty*& e 
Amphea^ from whom, however, he efcaped, though grievouf- 1 eiIcm " 
ly wounded ; of which wounds, having firfl: revealed the o- 
racle to the king, he died ; the purport of it was, that unlefs 
a virgin of the houfc of the JEpytida? y that is, the royal family, 
was facrificed to the gods, the war would end in the ruin of 
their nation ; this oracle, when reported, ftruck the MeJJe- 
nianSy and efpecially the royal family, with the utmoft terror- 
Lots, however, were caft, and the daughter of Lvjifcus ta- 
ken ; but when file fhould have been facririced, Epe bolus the 
foothfayer.declared, that fhe was not Lyjifcus^s daughter, but 
impofed upon him by his wife, who thereby fought to efcape 
the imputation of barrennefs. While the foothfayer was fet- 
ting forth this matter to the people, Ly/tjcus withdrew his 
daughter, and fled with her to Sparta. Upon this Arijlode- 
muSy one of the royal houfe, freely offered his daughter ; a 
young man, who was prefent, all edged, that he was con trac- 
ed to her, and that therefore her father had no right over her, 
which plea being over-ruled, he let up another, that he had 
confummated his marriage, and that fhe was a&ually with 
child by him ; Arijhdemus, conceiving this to he a difhonour 
to his family, flew his daughter inftantly with his own hand, 
after which opening her womb, he ibewed it to the people. 

mans, generally afcribed to Plutarch, the abovementioned faft 
flands thus : " The Ar gives and Lacedemonians being engaged in 
" a difpute about the city and diftritt of Thyrea, the dmphiclyons 
u decreed, that it (hould be decided by combat. The Lacta'cmo- 
nians chofe for their captain Othryades ; the ArgHes Therfander ; 
the battle being over, there remained only two Argiws, w hofc 
names were Agenor and Cbmmhts 9 who ran ftraic to the ciry to 
carry the news of their vi&ory. In the mean time, while all 
was quiet, Othryades, who was not quite dead, role from the 
ground, and having propped himfelf up with two pieces of bro- 
ken lances, he drew together as many fhiclds as lay within his 
reach, and piling them up, wrote on the uppcrmoit with his own 

blood thefe words : To Jupiter the conqueror, guardian of trophies. 

This creating a new difpute, which was again brought before the 
Amphiclyons t they went to take a view of the place, and having 
thoroughly examined alF tilings decreed in hivonr of the Spartans. 
This is recorded by Cbnfatnm in the third book of his Peloponne- 
" /tan hi 11 ory fi2\ 

(iS^Plutarch. in Para/, p 606. 
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Ths foothfayer infifted that another fhould be facrificed, the 
daughter of Arijlodemus having rather died by the paffion of 
her father, than as a victim ; but all the family of the Mpy- 
tidce joined with the king, who perfuaded the people, that the 
oracle was fulfilled by the death of Arijlodemus* s daughter. 
Public rejoicings therefore were made, and the Mejfenians 
concluded, that whenever the war fhould be renewed they 
would be vi&ors f . 
7£*Spar- Six years after the flight of Lyjifcus^ and eight from the 
tans renew fortifying of Ithome, the Lacede?nonians entered Mtjfcnia a- 
the war g a j n w j t h a great armv. The Mejfenians might undoubtedly 
^ t ^ (r t ^ e have received great affiftance from their neighbours, if they 

had carried on the war as they were wont, that is defenfively - 9 
but they, confiding in the oracle, were eager for an engage- 
ment, which, fuiting the Spartan method of making war, 
quickly fell out ; this battle, like the former, though obfti- 
nately fought, was not decifivc, the night parting them ; Eupbaes 9 
however, venturing too far againft Tijcopompus the Spartan 
king, was mortally wounded, and fell down; this, far from 
checking the fpirits of the Mejfhiians, made them the more 
eager, infomuch, that a warm conteft began about carrying 
off the dying king, in which the M-£emans prevailed, though 
with thelofsof Antander, one of their ben 1 captains; Eupbacs^ 
being carried back to Itbome, expired in a few days, after a 
reign of thirteen years, which had been one continual fcene of 
war and confufion. Eupbaes leaving; no ifiuc behind him, the 
people claimed a right of electing out of the royal family, 
whereupon Cleonnis, Damis, and Arijlodemus put in their 
claims ; the people elected the laft, notwithstanding the footh- 
fayer's allcdging he was incapable on account of his having flain 
his daughter. This new monarch was no fooner feated on his 
throne, than he began to negotiate with the Arcadians, Ar- 
gives, and Sicyonians, in order to draw them to his affiftance 
again ft the Lacedemonians ; wherein lie was very fuccefsful, 
almoft all the P eloponnfians beginning c> he apprehcnfive of 
the mighty power and warlike genius of that nation. At the 
fame time Arijlodemus laboured with all his might to unite the 
minds of his countrymen, and to engage them to behave brave- 
ly in a war which fo nearly concerned them, and on rhc event 
of which it depended, whether for the future they fhould be 
freemen or [laves ; with this view he fliovvercd his favours up- 
on all, he railed his competitors to the thief dignities in the 
kingdom, he conferre I honour, on men of birth and fortune, 
and uilii .buiij money amoiigft the pc-pk. ouch was the bc- 
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Sinning of Ariftodetnus's reign, who was an avowed and moft 
^angerous enemy to the Spartans c . 

Abov t this time, as the beft authors agree, a great change Epho- 
was made in the Spartan republic, v/hich is afcribed to Theo- ri ^ €ate< ^ 
pompttSy who feeing the neceffity of leaving magiftrates to ex- at ^P^^ 
ecute the laws, when the kings were obliged to be in the field, 
appointed the Ephori, who afterwards made fo great a figure 
in the Spartan Irate u . Some think, that they were at firft 
the king's friends to whom they delegated authority, which is 
very probable ; but they foon grew to have no dependence on 
the kings, but on the contrary made the kings dependent up- 
on them. They were five in number, chofen by the peo- 
ple out of their own body, fometimes out of the very dregs 
of it ; for whoever was a bold, factious, talking citizen, was 
moft likely to be elected into this office ; they were in fa<5t a 
kind of tribunes of the people, and placed as checks on the 
fena'e and kings ; they were annually elected, and in order to 
effect any thing, the unanimous voice of the college was re- 
quifite. As to their authority, it was in a manner boundlefs : 
theyprefided in popular aflemblics, collected their fjffrages, 
declared war, made peace, treated with foreign princes, de- 
termined the number of forces that fhould be raifed, appoint- 
ed the funds to maintain them, and diftributed rewards and 
punifliments in the name of the ftate ; they likewife held a 
court of juftice, enquired into the behaviour of all magiftratcs, 
infpected into the deportment and education of youth, had 
a particular jurisdiction over the Helotes, and in fhort by de- 
grees drew the whole admini ft ration into their own hands. 
This Tfjeopompus's queen is faid to have conjedtured on their 
firft appointment ; which made her reproach her hufband with 
Suffering the regal dignity to defcend to his children mutilated 
and in a worfe condition than he received it from his ances- 
tors. Theopompus anfwered her with great prudence ; that 
far froui having lefSencd or injured the regal authority, he had 
ftrengthencd and fecurcd it, becaufc the people, being Satisfi- 
ed by this inftitution, would have leis inclination to mninto 
tumults and Seditions, in which princes are never Safe \ One 
great privilege cf the Ephori was, that they did not rife up 
at the pre fence of the kincrs, as all other magiltratcs did 1 : 
another, that from the hrft elected of thefe masnir rates the 
year was denominated, as at At tens from the firft of the ar- 
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chons z ; the third high mark of their authority was, that if 
the kings offended againft the laws, or were guilty of any fort 
of excels, the Ephori took cognifance thereof, and punHhed 
them a . Some difputes (here are as to the nature and extent 
of this office, which will be difcuffed in the notes, but it is 
now time to rcfumc the thread of the hiftory. (D). 

The 



z Pausan. Lacon. a Plut. Jnftit. Lacedem. 



(D) We have in the text placed the inflitution of the Ephori un- 
der the reign of Theopompus, though it muft be owned, that not on- 
ly Herodotus in his hiftory (19% but Xenophon alfo, treating expref- 
ly of the republic of Lacedeinon, afcribes the fettling of the Ephori 
to Lycurgus (2c). It is fit therefore, that we give our reafons why 
we have rejected thefe authorities, which certainly would be ad- 
mitted in any other cafe and have placed the Ephori a hundred 
and thirty years lower than Lycurgus. Firft then, we think, that 
the nature of this office very liule agrees with that legiflator's 
fcheme of government, fmce he feems to have fought, as far as in 
him lay, to fupport the authority of the kings and nobility ; other- 
wife, why did he inftitute the fenate ? or why did he leave to 
the peop'.e in their general afTembly nothing more than a negative 
voice ? We do admit that thefe arguments would be of no weight 
at all againft fuch authorities as Herodotus and Xenophon, if there 
had not been writers of no lefs character on the other fide. For 
fecondly, Ariftotle is exprefs in placing their inflitution lower (21) ; 
Plutarch in his life of Cleomenes introduces that prince, afligning 
them the fame inflitution which we have done ; befides TheopompuSs 
anfwer to his queen is recorded by authors of the beft credit (22). 
So that on the whole, it is by far more probable, that this office began 
under the reigns of Theopompus and his collegue, rather than un- 
der that of Charilaus . Undoubtedly their power grew by very 
flow degrees, and at their firft inflitution they were far from hav- 
ing that authority, which in after- times they excrcifed with fo high 
a hand. Some have imagined, that they were at firft appointed 
by the kings at their pleaiure, but that afterwards the people go: 
the power of electing them into their hands; nay, thofe wh<> i. rt ve 
this notion have aflumed the time, viz, in the fifty fifth olympiad, 
when Chilo was the firft of the Ephori, that is the Epynomos, or him 
from whom the year took its name; but as there is no authorkv 
of any antient author offered in fupport of this notion, and aa ic 
is founded only on the fuppofrd fenfc of a paftage in Dicgchc 
Laertius, it is fufficient that we have mentioned it ; nor arc we 
bound to refute it. It is true, that Cleojnems, in his fpcech rccoi 

( 19) Heiod. lib. i. (:o) Xtmp\ d, Rrf.ub. Lacedem. (z\ ) 
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The adminiftvation of affairs at home being thus provid-7£* Spar- 
ed for, the Spartan kings renewed the Meffenian war, and tans again 
having engaged the Corinthians to lend them fome aififtance, they 
marched with a great army towards Ithome. Arijlodemus, Meffenia. 
like a great captain, difpofed his own forces and thofe of his , 
confederates in the beft manner poffible; himfelf and Cleonnis ^ 
commanded the heavy-armed forces, thofe who were light- f or eChrift 
armed being committed to the care of Damis; the Argxves 
and Sicyonians he oppofed to the Corinthians ; and the choic- 
eft of the Arcadian troops, with the flower of the Meffenian 
infantry, he ranged againft the Lacedemonians ; the light-' 
armed foldiers were pofted behind the hill, and all things thus 
difpofed, the battle began with great vigour on both fides ; 
the Lacedemonians 9 though hard prefTed, ftood firmly in their 
pofts, and the Corinthians behaved very bravely for a long 
rime ; but when, on a fignal given, the light-armed forces 
commanded by Damis took them in flank, and by a fhower 
of miflive weapons deftroyed a great many men, they were 
at laft conftrained to betake themfelves to flight with very con- 
siderable lofs, tho' the number be not afcertained. The Spar- 
tans were exceedingly afflicted at this mifcarriage, and the Co- 
rinthians were fadly diftreffed, for they knew not which way 
to retreat, having on every fide an enemy's country to pafs 

ded by Plutarch, aljedges the fame thing, that they were originally 
appointed by the kings, though he does not aflign the time when 
their ele&ion was veiled in the people, which yet it would have 
been natural for him to have done, if that time had been exactly 
known. The truth feems to be, that the ele&ion was always in 
the people, but that king Theopompus firft devifed this expedient of 
creating Epbori for the prefervation of the public peace ; nor are 
we to regard what Cleomenes fays, as the opinion of Plutarch, or as 
an authority indubitable in all its circumftances ; for he delivered 
this difcourfeto the people after he had taken away the Epbori, 
and therefore it is to be prcfumed he would fay any thing which 
might ferve to colour his defigns ; but we find it elfewhere record 
ed by the fame author that the Epbori gave this account of the in- 
ftitution of this office, that they were intended to be arbitrators 
between the. kings, when their difputes were likely to prove fa- 
tal to the Gate (23). We (hall hereafter have occafion frequent- 
ly to mention the conduct of theft magiftrates, and the methods 
they took to enlarge their authority; at prefent we have done all 
that was neceffary, in producing the reafons which have engaged 
us to believe, that the Epbori were fet up under the reign of The- 
tpompus, but were always elefted by the people. 

(23) Pint, in 'vit. dgid. 



7 be Hijiory of the Lacedemonians. Book I. 

through before they could reach home The Lacedemoni- 
ans continued the war, and fent deputies toconfultthe oracle 
at Delphi on its event ; the Mejfenians did fo too : to the former 
the oracle anfwered to this purpofe, By fraud (u e. of Cref- 
phontes) Meflenia was obtained, and by fraud it mujl befubdued. 
To the latter the oracle alfo gave an anfwer, but fo perplexed 
and obfcure, that no body either could explain it, or pretend- 
ed to explain it; the Spartans, in purfuanceof their refponfe, 
contrived many ftratagems, and at laft fixed upon this ; they 
pretended to condemn a hundred men for treafon, fecretly in- 
truding them to fly to Ithome as fuppliants, from whence 
they might eafdy give their fellow-citizens notice of all the 
enemy's counfels ; in this they followed the example of Ulyf- 
fes, but not with the like fuccefs ; for Arijlodemus, immediately 
penetrating the fraud, obliged the pretended defer ters to re- 
turn home, and directed them to tell the Spartans, that tho 9 
their injujl'ice was new, yet their trick was Jlale c . Some 
time after they began to be extremely alarmed by ill omens at 
Ithome, Arijlodemus himfelf had ill-boding dreams, wherein 
his daughter appeared to him and upbraided him with her 
death. They had recourfe to the old remedy, fending depu- 
ties to Delphi, and thefe deputies brought them advice, that 
whoever firft dedicated a hundred tripods in the temple of Ju- 
piter at Ithome fhould remain matters of the place. This 
raifed the fpirits of the Mejfenians again, who, having no 
money to make the tripods of brafs, immediately fell to cut- 
ting them out in wood. The oracle being fent from Delphi 
to Sparta, one Oebalus, a crafty workman, made a hundred 
little tripods in clay, and, difguifing himfelf like a fowler, 
got into Ithome, and having placed them in the temple of 
Jupiter efcaped. The Mejfenians at this were again ftruck 
with defpair, efpecially when they found the city inverted by 
a great army from Sparta \ Arijlodemus encouraged them a 
while, but perceiving all things go ill, and that the city in 
fpite of all his care would at laft fall into the hands of the 
enemy, he fell himfelf into a deep melancholy, and going 
one night to the tomb of his daughter, there laid violent 
hands on himfelf d . On his demife the Mejfenians did not 
cleft any other king, but chofe Damis their chief by the title 
of general only. He did for them all that man could do ; 
but all proving ineffectual, fuch of the Mejfenians as had any 
hopes of a good reception fled into the adjacent countries 
the reft, together with the city of Ithome, were conftrained 
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to fubmit themfelves to the Spartans, who treated them with 

great rigour* Polytenus indeed tells us e , that Jtbome was 
taken by the following ftratagem . Theopompus with part of 
the army pretended to defert his collegue, actually removing 
from the camp, and pitching behind the city ; the Mejfenians 
greedily laid hold of this opportunity of falling on Polydorus, 
with whom they were no fooner thoroughly engaged, than 
Theopompus with his forces attacked the city and took it by 
ftorm e . However this matter happened, Jtbome was certainly 
rafed by the Lacedemonians, and the Mejfenians, who re- 
mained in their own country, were tied to thefe conditions; 
iirft, that they fliould cultivate their lands with all diligence, 
and render half their fruits to the Spartans \ and fecondJy, 
when any of the nobles of Sparta, or either of the kings, 
died, they and their wives were to attend at the funeral pro- 
ceffion in their weeds, on pain of fuffering the higheft penal- 
ties if they negle&ed. Befidcs, the Spartans gave away a 
part of their territories which bordered on the fea to the AJi- 
nei, and another part to the defendants of Androcles t ; this 
was the end of the famous Mejfenian war, which makes fuch 
a figure in the Greek biftorians ; that is to fay, at this time ; 
for we (hall fee it break out again hereafter, and create new 
troubles to the Spartans* 

Some time after this war was over, the Spartans loft Sparta 
both their kings, whofe chara&ers therefore we fhall take this l*fi* bath 
opportunity of giving our readers, with all the certainty and her kings 
impartiality we may. Theopompus was a wife and gentle a Jt cr J** e . 
prince, as in a great meafure appears from ananfwer he made Mc " en,aa 
to the following queftion : By what means a monarch might * war% 
live with the great eji fafety? Let him (anfwered the king) 
permit his friends to advife him freely, and be y bimfelf always 
ready to punijh the wicked Jlriclly, and with a good will*. He 
loft his fon Archidamus a little before the Argive war, which 
was the reafon that the conduft thereof was committed to his 
collegue. It is very probable, that there were great ftirs in 
Sparta during their reigns, for belides eftablifhing the Ephori^ 
thefe kings had recourfe to the contrivance before-mentioned, 
of fubftituting a new claufe in the RJutra concerning laws, 
whereby they reftrained the power of the people* 1 . The 
Pylians, having received great favours from this prince, were 
inclined to pay him exceflive honours, which he declined by 
this Ihort meflage: Moderate honour* time increafes, but takes 
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the immoderate away. He died in peace a natural death, af- 
ter a long and glorious reign'. Polydorus was a prince of the 
mo ft amiable qualities, brave in war, prudent in peace, mild 
and juft in both ; he was prodigioufly beloved by his people, 
yet in the end died a violent death ; for one Polemarcbus y 
Spartan of a confiderable family, and who was himfelf eminent 
in the ftate, killed him, for what reafon is unknown k . The 
Lacedemonians , as a grateful teftimony of their juft fenfe of 
his merit, honoured his memory with a ftatue; and, which 
furpalTed the ufual meafure of their favours, ordered his effi- 
gies to be engraven on the feal which their public magiftrates 
were to make ufe of for the future, as if they were defirous 
of placing the example of this excellent prince continually be- 
fore their eyes ; a noble inftance furely of their gratitude, 
and his virtues i. 

Eurycra- Eurycrates fucceeded his father Polydorus^ and Zeuxidamus 
tes and ^ f on Q f Archidamus his grandfather Tluopompus : thefe 
X1 a * princes reigned with great tranquillity, there happening no 
Year of f° re 'g n war in their time, neither the Meffenians nor the Ar- 
the Flood &* ms having yet recovered fpirit enough to begin any new 
22QO- difturbances ; at home, however, a confpiracy was difcover- 
Before e< ^ which might have been very prejudicial to the ftate. The 
Chrift accounts we have of it are various from various authors, but to 
709. us it feems reafonable, that the relation of Ephorus the hifto- 

rian fhould be preferred ». The Spartans^ when they were 
engaged in the Meffenian war, having been ten years abfent 
from the city, becaufe of the oath they had made not to re- 
turn till they had entirely fubdued that country, the women 
fent to them to put them in mind, that while they were fo 
careful to fubdue their enemies, they negle&ed the city ; up- 
on which they decreed, that fuch young men amongft them 
as came out of Sparta under age, and fo were not obliged 
bv the oath, fhould return, and aflbciating themfelves pro- 
mifcuoufly with the unmarried women, preferve the city 
from falling to decay. This project being carried into exe- 
cution, fuch as were born of thefe young women were ftiled 
Partbenia, i. e. Jons of virgins. When the Lacedemonians 
returned after the reduction of Mejfenia^ they vifibly negleil- 
ed thefe young men, who at the fame time found themfelves 
under great difficulties, having neither parents to apply to, 
nor inheritances to expeft j they therefore began to intrigue 
with the Helotesy who were as unhappy as they could be, de- 
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termining to fall upon the citizens at a general aflembly, and 
to open to themfelves a path to riches and honours with their 
fwords. They went (o far as to appoint the fignal for the 
attack, which was to be the throwing up of a cap j but fome 
of the Helotes, dreading the confequences, discovered the 
whole matter, and when the time was come for the aflembly, 
in which the confpiracy was to be executed, the cryer by 
command of the Ephori made proclamation, that no man 
fhould throw up his cap, whereby the Parthenia underftood 
that their defign was difcovered ; the Lacedemonians did not, 
however, treat them harfhly, but weighing the hardfhips they 
were under, and confidering at the fame time their numbers, 
and their intrigues with the Helotes, they wifely agreed to 
pafs the matter by, and by public decree permitted Phalan- 
tusy who had been the ringleader in this bufinefs, to fail with 
them over into Italy ^ where they fettled themfelves in Ta- 
rentnm*. Such was the ifTue of a very dangerous bufinefs, 
and which fully proves the fliallownefs of human policy, 
which in this cafe was driven to undo what it had before 
brought to pafs, and which when it was brought to pafs, no 
doubt was interpreted as an extraordinary flroke of wifdom. 
Farther particulars of thefe kings we have none, except a 
few faytngs of Zeuxidamus^ which are of no great import- 
ance °. 

Anaxander fucceeded his father Eurycrates, as Anaxidamus Anaxan- 
did his father Zeuxidamus ; in their reign the fecond Mcffh- der and 
man war began ; for thefe poor people, having for a loug -Anaxida- 
time born the cruel treatment of their infulting lords, became mus * 
at laft unable to fuftain it longer. Arijlotnenes the fon of ^ car °^ 
Nicomedes of Andania, defcended of the royal blood, was the ^od, 
chief promoter of this revolt; he was bold, enterprizing, in- g?r*' 
trepid, a man of ftrong judgment, ftritSt honour, and enthu- chrift 
fiaftically fond of liberty and his country. He perceived, that 6 g 9 
the Arglvcs and Arcadians were friends only by force to the 
Spartans^ wanting and wifhing an opportunity to revenge the 
many injuries which had been done them by this haugh- 
ty nation. To thefe Arijlomenas applied, and receiving an 
anfwer more conformable to his wiihes than his expectation, 
he engaged his countrymen unanimoully to take up arms 
thirty nine years after the taking of I thorny i:s Pavfauias re- 
lates, though *Juftin and Eufebim allow an interval of eighty 
years between the firft and fecond Mcjjcman war l> , which is 
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far from being probable, though, as we (hall hereafter fhew, 
this variance is not altogether unaccountable. About a year 
after the revolt began, and before either party had received 
any auxiliaries, the Spartans and Mejfenians met at a village 
called Dera, where an obftinate engagement enfued > Arif 
tomenes behaved himfelf fo well therein, that he brought vic- 
tory to his fide, and was conceived to have performed more than 
mortal atchievements 3 in gratitude therefore, refpeft being 
alfo had to his defcent from Epytus, his countrymen unani- 
moufly faluted him king, which title he modeftly waved, al- 
ledging that he took up arms to fet them free, and not to make 
himfelf great: He confented, however, to accept the title of 
general, with a power of doing whatfoever he thought requi- 
lite for the fervice of the public. Knowing well the fuperftition 
of the age in which he lived, he refolved to intimidate the 
Spartans, by fhewing them what he was fure they would take 
for an ill omen. Difguifing himfelf therefore, he went pri- 
vately to the city, where in the night he hung up a fhield on 
the wall of the temple of Minerva, with this infcription : 
Ariftomenes dedicates this of the fpoils of the Spartans to the 
goddefs. It was eafily perceived, that this war would be both 
long and bloody ; the Lacedemonians therefore fent deputies 
to Delphi to inquire of the oracle concerning its event j the 
anfvver they brought was, That it behoved the Spartans to feek 
a leader from Athens. The Athenians, naturally envious of 
the Spa?tans, granted their requeft indeed, but in fuch a 
manner as manifefted their fpite ; for they fent them for a 
general Tyrtaus a fchoolmafter and poet, lame of one foot, 
and who was fufpefted to be a little out of his wits. But 
here their fkill failed them, for this captain, notwithftanding 
his defpicable appearance, proved of mighty confequence to 
Sparta, teaching them how to ufe good fortune, and how to 
bear up under ill *1. In the mean time Arijlomenes had drawn 
together a mighty army, the Eleans, Argives, Sicyonians, 
and Arcadians, having fent troops to his afliftance, the Spar- 
tans in this as in the former war having no ally but Corinth. 
The Spartan kings, according to the cuftom of their city, 
no fooner took the field, than, notwithftanding their infe- 
riority in number, they offered the enemy battle, which A- 
rijhmenes readily accepted ; it was long, obftinate, and 
bloody, but in the end the Mejfenians were victorious, and 
the Lacedemonians put to flight with a great flaughter ; Arlf 
tcmenes purfued them, notwithftanding Theocles the (both- 
kvfr called him back, perceiving Cajhr and Pollux in a 

* StRab, Geo^r. lib, viii 

rrec, 



Chap. 19. fte Hiftory of the Lacedemonians. 

tree, by which there was a neceflity of paffing in the purfuit ; 
which he continuing notwithftanding, when he came to that 
tree, loft his ftiield, which gave the Lacedemonians an oppor- 
tunity of withdrawing without further lofs. It is fcarce to 
be conceived how much the Spartans were ftruck with this 
defeat ; they grew weary of the war, diflatisfied with their 
kings, diffident of their own power, and, in a word, funk 
into a ftate of general uneafinefs and want of fpirit. It was 
now that the Athenian general convinced them, that he was 
capable of fulfilling all the promifes of the oracle ; he encou- 
raged them by his poems, he directed them by his counfels,and 
recruited their broken armies with chofen men from among 
the Helotes; he fhewed them the folly of diffidence, and rouf- 
ed them to the pra&ice of thofe virtues for which Sparta had 
been famous. Arijlomenes^ on the other hand, ailed with no 
lefs prudence and vigour, he thought it not enough to reftore 
the reputation of the Mejfenians^ if he did not alfo reftore 
their wealth and power; he therefore taught them to aft of- 
fenfively againft their enemies, and entering the territories of 
Sparta he took and plundered Phara^ a confiderable borough 
in Laconia, putting all fuch as made any refiftance to the fword, 
carrying off at the fame time an immenfe booty. This, however, 
was an injury which the Spartans could not brook with pati- 
ence, they therefore fent immediately a body of forces to over- 
take the MeJJenians, which accordingly they did, but little to 
their profit; for Arijlomenes routed thefe purfuers, and continued 
to make a mighty flaughterof them, till fuch time as he was 
difabled by having a fpear thruft through his thigh, which oc- 
cafioned his being carried out of the battle r ; his cure, which 
took up fome time, being finiflied, he refolved to carry the 
war to the very gates of Spgrta y and to that purpofe raifed a 
very great army ; but whether he found his defign impracti- 
cable, or was really diverted by fome dream, he gave out 
that Cajior and Pollux with their fitter Helena had appeared 
to him, and commanded him to defift. A fliort time after 
this retreat, going with a fmall party to make an incurfion, 
and attempting to take prifoners fome women, who were 
celebrating religious rites near Egila, a village in Laconia^ 



thofe zealous matrons fell upon him and his foldiers with fuch 
fury, that they put them to flight and took him prifoner ; 
however, he foon afterwards made his efcape and rejoined his 
forces 1 *. In the third year of the war the Spartans with a 
great force entered Mejfenia^ whither Arijlocrates king of 
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Arcadia was come with a great body of troops to the afliftance 
of his allies 5 Arijlomenes therefore made rto difficulty of fighting 
when the Spartans approached, but they entering privately into 
a negotiation with /fri/focrates, engaged him with bribes and 
promifes to betray his confederates. When therefore the battle 
began, the deceitful Arcadian reprefented to the forces under 
his command the mighty danger they were in, and the great 
difficulty there would he of retreating into their own coun- 
try, in cafe the battle (hould be loft; he then pretended, 
that the facrificcs were ominous, and having terrified his Ar- 
cadians into that difpofition of mind fitteit to ferve his pur- 
pofe, he not only drew them oft" from both wings, but in 
his flight forced through the Meffenian ranks and put them 
too in confufion. Arijhmcncs and his troops, however, drew 
themfelves into clofe order, that they might defend them- 
felves the beft they could, and indeed they had need of all 
their valour and fkili; for the Lacedemonians, who expected 
this event, immediately attacked and furrounded them on all 
fides. Fortune was on this occafion too powerful either for 
the courage or the conduct of the Mejfenians j fo that not- 
withstanding their utmofi efforts, moft of their army were 
cut to pieces, and amongft them the chief of their nobility. 
Arillomenes* with the poor remains of his Mattered forces, re- 
tired as well as he could, and perceiving that it was now im- 
poffible to maintain the war againft the Lacedemonians upon 
equal terms, he exhorted his countrymen to fortify mount 
Era, and to make the beft difpofitiohs poffible for a long de- 
fence i he likewife placed garifons in Pylus and Methane on 
the fea-coafts, and to thefe three places he gathered all the 
inhabitants, leaving the reft of Mejjenia to the mercy of the 
Spartans, They, on the other hand, looked on the war as 
now in a manner finiflied, for which reafon they divided the 
lands amongft their citizens, and caufed them to be carefullv 
cultivated, while they befieged Era\ but Arijlomenes quickly 
convinced them that the war was far from being over, he 
chofe out of all the Mejfenians three huhdred men, with 
whom he ravaged all the adjacent; country, carried off prodi- 
gious bootv, and when Mejfenia would no longer fupply the 
wants of his garifon, he penetrated into Laconia, and bore a- 
way corn, wine, cattle, and whatever elfe was neceffary to 
the fubfiftence of his countrymen (hut up in Era \ fo that at 
laft the Spartans were conftrained to ifluc a proclamation, 
forbidding the cultivation not only of the Meffenian tenitorv 
in their hands, but alfo of Laconia in its vicinity, wherein 
they diftreflcd themfelves more than their enemies, inducing 
at laft a famine in Spaita itlelf, whKh brought with it its u 
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fual attendant fedition. Mere again all things had gone 
wrong, if the wifdom of the poet Tyrtxus had not fupported 
the Spartan courage, nor was it without much difficulty that 
he influenced them to continue the blockade of Era, and to 
maintain a flying camp for the fecurity of the country c . 

Ariftomenes-y in fpite of all thefe precautions, committed ^ Mef- 
terrible depredations with his fmall corps of three hundred few** 

Amongft other places which he plundered, the city war COtt ~ 
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of Amycla: was one, from whence he carried not only a great ... 
quantity of riches, but alio many carnages laden with provi- utmo a 
fions. The icings of Sparta lying with their troops in its 
neighbourhood, as foon as they heard of this expedition, 
marched after Arijiomenes with the utmoft diligence, and as 
the Mejfenians were encumbered with their booty, they came 
up with them before he could reach Era. In this fituation 
4>f things, Arijiomenes, prompted rather by defpair than 
prudence, difpofed his troops in order of battle, and, not- 
withftanding they were fo few, made a long and vigorous 
refiftance againft the whole Lacedemonian army. At length, 
however, numbers prevailed ; the greater part of the Mejfe- 
nians were flain on the fpot, and Arijiomenes with about fifty 
of his men, who furvived the flaughter, were taken prifoners, 
that chieftain having received fo many wounds that he was 
fenfelefs when they carried him away. The Lacedemonians 
expreffed the loudeft joy at the fight of this illuftrious captive, 
who for fo many years by his fingle abilities had enabled his 
exhaufted country to defend itfelf againft the whole force of 
Sparta. When he was recovered of his wounds, they decreed 
him and all his fellow-prifoners to be thrown together into a 
deep cavern, which was the common punifhment of the low- 
eft kind of offenders. This judgment was executed with its 
utmoft feverity, excepting that AriJlomi?us had leave to put 
on his armour. Three days he continued in this difmal place, 
lying upon, and covered over with dead bodies ; the third day 
he was almoft famifhed through want of food, and almoft poi- 
foned with the ftench of corrupted carcafles, when he heard 
a fox gnawing a body near him : upon this he uncovered his 
face, and perceiving the fox juft by him, he with one hand 
feized its hind-leg, and with the other defended his face, by 
catching hold of the fox's jaw when he attempted to bite him 
Following as well as he could his ftraggling guide, the fox al 
laft thruft his head into a little hole, and Arijiomrnei then 
letting go his leg, he foon forced his way through, and open- 
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ed a paflage to the welcome rays of light, from which the 
noble Mejfenian had been fo long debarred. Feeble as he 
was, Arijlomenes wrought himfelf an outlet with his nails, 
and, travelling by night with all the expedition he could, at 
length arrived fafe at Era, to the great joy and amazement 
of his countrymen. When this news was firft blazed abroad, 
the Spartans would have had it pafs for a fi&ion, but Arijlo- 
menes foon put the truth of it out of doubt, by falling upon 
the pofts of the Corinthians, who, as the allies of the Spar- 
tans, had a confiderable body of troops jefore Era. Moft 
of their officers, with a multitude of private men, he flew, 
pillaged their camp, and in fliort did fo much mifchief, that 
the Spartans i under a pretence of an approaching feftival, 
agreed to a cefTation of arms for forty days, that they might 
have time to bury their dead. On this occafion Arijlomenes 
for the fecond time celebrated the Hecatompbonia, or the fa- 
crifice appointed for thofe who had killed a hundred of th* 
enemy with their own hands : he had performed the fame be- 
fore after his fecond battle, when he loft his fliield ; and he 
lived to do it a third time, which muft appear wonderful to 
the reader, when he is informed, that notwithftanding this 
truce, certain Cretan archers in the fervice of the Spartans 
feized Arijlomenes ^ as he was walking without the walls, and 
carried him away prifoner °. There were nine of them in all, 
two immediately ran away with the news to Sparta, and 
feven remained to guard their prize, whom they bound and 
conduced to a lone cottage, inhabited only by a widow and 
her daughter. It fo fell out, that the young woman dreamt 
the night before, that flie faw a lion without claws, bound 
and dragged along by wolves, and that fhe having loofed his 
bonds and given him claws, he immediately tore the wolves 
to pieces. As foon as Arijlomenes came into the cottage, and 
her mother, who knew him, had told the daughter who he 
was, fhe inftantly concluded that her dream was fulfilled, and 
therefore plied the Cretans with drink, and when they were 
aflecp took a poignard from one of them, cut the thongs with 
which Arijlomenes was bound, and then put it into his hands : 
he prefently verified her vifion by putting all his guards to 
death, and then carried her and her mother to Era, where, 
as a reward for her fervice, he married the young woman 
to his fon Gorgus, then about eighteen years of age. When 
Era had held out near eleven years, it fell into the hands of the 
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Spartans by an accident $ the fervant of one Empiramus a. 
Spartan commander, driving his matter's cattle to drink at the 
river Neda, met frequently with the wife of a Mejjenian^ 
whom he engaged in an amour ; this woman gave him notice 
that her hufband's houfe was without the wall, fo that he 
could come to it without danger when the good man was a- 
broad, and fhe likewife gave him intelligence when her huf- 
band was upon duty in the garifon. The Spartan failed not 
to come at the time appointed, but they had not been long 
in bed before the hufband returned, which put the houfe into 
great confufion \ the woman> however, fecured her gallant, 
and then let in the good man, whom fhe received with the 
perfidious flattery peculiar to her fex, inquiring again and 
again by what excels of good fortune flie was bleffed with his 
return; the innocent Mejfenian told her, that Arijlomenes 
being detained in his bed by a wound, and the foldiers know- 
ing that he could not walk the rounds, had a grant to retire 
to their houfes to avoid the bitter inclemency of the feafon. 
The Spartan no fooner heard this than he crept foftly out of 
doors, and ran poft-hafte to carry the news to his matter ; it 
fo fell out, that the kings were at this time abfent from the 
camp, and Empiramus had the chief command of the army : 
as foon as he received this info.rmation, he ordered the army 
to begin its march, though it rained exceflively and there 
was no moon-light ; the fellow guided them to the fort, and 
managed matters fo well, that they feized all the Mejfenian 
potts ; yet after all they were afraid to engage \ darknefs, 
a high wind, heavy rain, together with the dread of Arijlo- 
menes, kept them quiet on the places they had feized. As 
foon as it was light the attack began, and Era had been 
quickly taken, if only the men had defended it 5 but the 
women fought with fuch fury, and, by their mingling in 
the fray, brought fuch an acceflion of numbers, as made the 
bufinefs doubtful ; three days and two nights this defperate 
engagement lafted ; at laft, all hope6 of preserving the city 
being loft, Arijlomenes drew off "his wearied troops. Early 
the fourth morning he difpofed the women and children in the 
centre, the Mejfenian youth in the front and rear, the lefs 
able men in the main body, himfelf commanded the van i 
the rear-guard was brought up by Gorgus and Manticlus^ the 
former the fon of Arijlomenes, the latter of Theories a MeJJe- 
nian of great merit, who had fallen with much glory in this 
attack, fighting valiantly in the caufe of his country. When 
all things were ready, Arijlomenes caufed the laft barrier to 

be thrown open, and brandifhing his fpear marched diicftly 
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towards the Spartan troops in order to force a paflage. Em- 
piramus, perceiving his intent, ordered his men to open to the 
right and Jeft, and fairly gave them a paflage, fo that Arijtb^ 
menes marched off, in triumph as it were, to Atcadia. It 
fhould feem that writing, as we do, the hiftory of the Lace- 
demonians, we fhould here have done with the Meffhniab 
captain, the war being now at an end ; but it falls out other- 
wife, there is no keeping to the ftory of Sparta without fol- 
lowing this man to his Iaft hour*. 
The end of Th e Arcadians, when they heard that Era was taken, wer6 
thefecond ver y defirous of fuccouring their old confederates in this their 
Meffenian ^eep diftrefs : they therefore intreated their kihg Arijiocrates 
™ ar ' to lead them into Meflhnia ; but he, corrupted by the Lace- 

kFl A demonians -> perfuaded them that it was too late, that the Mf- 
the *™<> a f enians were a ]j cut ofl^ an d that fuch a ftep would only ex- 

Before P ofe them to the fui 7 o{ * e conquerors. When the thing 
Chrift appeared to be otherwife, and it was known that Ariftotnenes 
668. was on the frontiers of Arcadia, they went in crowds to car- 
t/'V'Sl ry him provifions, and to teftify their readinefs to afford him 

and thofe under his command all the afliftance iii their power. 
AtiJIomenes defired to be heard before a general aflembly, 
which being accordingly convoked, he there opeiied ohe of 
the boldeft and beft laid fchemes recorded in hiftoty \ he faid, 
that he had yet five hundred undaunted foldiers, Who at his 
command would undertake any thing 5 that it was very pro- 
bable moft of the Spartans were employed in pillaging Era ; 
and that therefore he was determined to march and furprife 
Sparta, which appeared fo feaftble, that all the aflembly 
loudly commended his great capacity and Unfhaken Courage ; 
Arijiocrates, however, took care to betray him, having by 
various pretences retarded the execution of the projedh The 
Arcadians, who began to fufpeft him, waited for and furprized 
his meflcngers as they came back ; they took the letters from 
them, and read them openly in the aflembly ; the purport of 
them was, that they acknowledged his great kindnefs both 
now and in the battle, and prom i fed that the Lacedmonians 
would be grateful ; as footi as the letters were read, the Ar- 
cadians fell to Honing their king:, frequently calling upon the 
Mejfenians to affifl them, which, however, they did not, 
waiting for Arijhmenes's orders, who, far from triumphing 
in this fped'tacle, itood ftill with his eyes fixed on the ground, 
which he wet with his tears, his foul pierced with forrow to 
fee a crowned head fo fliamefully and fo defcrvedly put to 
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death T . The Arcadians afterwards ere&ed a monument 
over him* with an infcription to perpetuate his infamy. Aa 
for the Mejfeniam under the command of Gorgus and Mantis 
tins, they pafled over into Sicily, where they founded the 
city of Meffene, one of the moft famous in the ifland. Arif* 
tomenes remained, however, in Greece, where he married all 
his daughters, except the youngeft, to perfons of great rank. 
A prince of Rhodes inquiring of the oracle at Delphi whom 
he ihould efpoufe, that his fubje&s might be happy under his 
pofterity, was dire&ed to marry the daughter of the moft 
Worthy of the Greeks^ which anfwer was immediately under- 
ftood to point at the virgin daughter of Arijlomenes ; her there- 
fore he demanded and received, Arijlomenes accompanying 
him back to his dominions, where he formed a fcheme of 
uniting the Lydians and Medes againft the Spartans^ refolving 
with this view to go himftlf to Media, and to the court of 
Sardis ; but while he meditated thefe great things, death 
furprifed him, and thereby freed Lacedemon from the moft 
inveterate enemy fhe ever had. His fon-in-law honoured 
his memory with a moft magnificent tomb, and as for his 
fame, all hiftorians have ihewn the utmoft regard in conferv- 
ing it (£;. 

Mejfenia 

yPAUSAN. inMeflen. Polyb. lib. iv. p. 301. 

i 

(E) The dory of Ariftomms> as we have related it from the beft 
authorities among the Grteks, tho' it contains a great many won- 
derful circumftances, hath not in it, however, any thing abfurd or 
incredible; but it is not to be wondered,thatfuch as prefer the mar- 
vellous to confident hiftory have laid hold of this great man's cha- 
rafler, to give colour to fome of their ftrange ftories. Pliny has one 
Concerning him* which may perhaps vie with any legend ancient or 
modern $ he fays, that when he was a third time taken, they were 
refolved to fee wherein he differed from other men $ for they could 
not conceive, that, after fo many accidents had befallen him, he 
could poflibly keep up his fpiritsby the ordinary fupplies of nature j 
they therefore cut open his bofom, and thereby difcovered, as they 
conceived, the caufe of his extraordinary courage ; and what 
ihould this be, but that his heart was hairy, a mighty probable 
caufe truly t 20) I In the beginning of the laft Meffenian war, or ra- 
thet when Era was firft befieged, perfons were fen t to confult the 
oracle at Delphi concerning the event t the anfwer was very dif- 
agreeable, being to this purpofe : 

(iO v < Plht, hi/?, natttv. lib. av. c. 37. Stephtw, Byxan, in voce 
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Meflenia Mejfenia once more reduced, the Spartans treated the re- 
divided maining inhabitants with a feverity that became proverbial, 
fy the making them all flaves, and dividing the whole country, ex- 
Lacede- cepting the diftrift of Met hone, which they gave to the Ar- 
menians, gives, among their own citizens ; whereby they became much 

more formidable than hitherto they had been, and began al- 
ready to affecSr. the fovereignty of Greece. We find nothing 
further which deferves notice recorded of either of the Lace- 
demonian kings, unlefs it be a faying of Anaxander \ of whom 
it being demanded, Why the Lacedemonians kept no money in 
their exchequer, he anfwered, That the keepers thereof might 
not he tempted to be thieves *• 
The reigns Eurycrates fucceeded his father Anaxander^ as Archidamus 
of Eury- did his father Anaxidamus ; of their reigns we know nothing 

crates and 

Archida- z Plut. in Apophtheg. Lacon. Pausan. in Lacon. 

mus. 

Thy fate Meffene> now is near at hand ; 
Nor can I longer the decree withftand, 
Than till the he goat from its bank mail try 
To cafte of Neda's ftreams which fwiftly fly. 

In the Greek the word tranflated he -goat is Tragos, and from 
hence it came to pafs, that the Meffenians were fcrupuloufly careful 
that no he- goat fliould come near the river ; but when the fate of 
Era really approached, it appeared, that the oracle had been 
quite mifunderftood ; for Theocles, the foothfayer obferving cer- 
tain wild fig-trees which grew by the river's fide, no longer lhoot 
their leaves upwards as they were wont to do 9 but bending them 
down towards the river, recollefted, that though the other Greeks 
called this tree Olynthos 9 yet the Meffenians called it Tragos ; he 
therefore gave notice of this to Arijiomenes, and told him plainly, 
that he apprehended the oracle was fulfilled thereby ; whereupon 
Ariftomenes took a certain facred depofitum, which Lycus the fon of 
Pandion had foretold Ihould be preferved till the Meffenians were 
totally deftroyed ; this he interred in the moft private part of the 
mountain Itbome, in doing which he hazarded his life by venturing 
without the walls of Era(zi). There is nothing further which 
deferves to be added to this note, unlefs it be the explanation we 
promifed of the different dates afligned to the laft Meffenian war, 
which is, however purely conjeftural. It is this, that Eufebius 
did not (ay that the fecond Meffenian war began eighty years after 
the firft, but that it ended at that time ; which is true, if we 
compute from the firft difturbances on account of the death of 

leleclus (22). 
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more than that they pafTed them in peace and quietnefs ; for 
though various authors have recorded the names of thefe prin- 
ces, remeirfbrance of their anions we find none % unlefs it 
he the following wife faying of Eurycrates, whom Plutarch 
calls Eucratides ; who, when it was afked him, Why the 
ephori fat every day to determine caufes about contracts, an- 
fwered, That we may learn to keep our words even with ene- 
mies b. Arehidamus was alfo called Agajicles, which is the 
reafon that Herodotus ^ making ufe of the Ionic dialed, writes 
his name Hegificles. 

Eurycrates was fucceeded by his fon Leo, and Arehidamus The reigns 
by his fon Arifto, princes concerning whom hiftorians are °f Leo **d 
not fo filent. Leo was a man of great capacity, and very fo- Arifto. 
Iicitous for the ftri& execution of juftice ; for it being de- 
manded of him, Under what government a man might live 
fafejl^ he anfwered immediately, Where the inhabitants are 
neither wealthy nor poor y where integrity is fure to meet with 
many friends^ and fraud with none. At the Olympic games, 
when every body commended the vi&ors, How much better^ 
faid he, would it have been, if thefe men had laid out the pains 
they have taken to be fwift in learning to be honejl e / Arijla 
his collegue is remarkable in hiftory for fome extraordinary 
things which fell out in his family ; he had two wives, but 
was fo unfortunate as to have children by neither of them, 
which put him upon taking a third, though the wife of his 
friend Agetusj the moll beautiful woman in Sparta. In or- 
der to obtain her, he contrived this fcheme : He took his 
friend Agetus one day in a gay humour, and having firft Avorn 
to give him whatever precious thing he chofe belonging to 
himfelf, drew from him a like oath ; and when Agetus had 
chofen, the king in confequence of that oath demanded his 
wife. Agetus protefted, that he did not apprehend his wife 
to be included in the promife that had pafled between them ; 
but Arijlo infifted, that an oath was to be underftood in the 
fenfe he who received it took it ; Agetus fubmitted, and 
the king accordingly took his wife. About feven months af- 
ter he had taken her, as he fat with the ephori hearing cau- 
fes, a fervant came in great hafte to tell him that the queen 
was brought to bed ; upon which, telling the months upon 
his fingers, he dropped fome expreflions, as if he doubted 
whether the child was his ; however, he owned the boy, and 

a Herodot. lib. i. Pausan. ubi fupra. b Pltjt. 

Apophtheg, Lacon. 8c in Apoph, Reg. « Plut. Apophthcg. 
I,acon. 

called 



£20 The Hifiory of the Lacedemonians. Book I. 

called him Damaratus During the reigns of Leo and A* 
rijio the Lacedemonians were engaged in a war with the Te- 
geata, wherein they were fuccefsful, as it ftiould feem from 
Paufanias's account of the matter, though Herodotus tells it 
otherwife c . 

Anaxan- Anaxandrides fucceeded his father Leo during; the life-time 
dndes fuc* Q f his collegue Ariflo ; in his time the body of Oreftes, or ra- 
ceedshisfa- the r his bones, were recovered and removed. He is reported 
tier Leo. a jf Q to j iave [j a< j two w j veS9 w hich was a lingular thing in 

Sparta, for whom he built feparate houfes ; the reafon of it 
was, that the ephori commanded him to divorce his firft wife, 
hccaufe fhe bore him no children ; but he, not being able to 
bring himfelf up to this, contented himfelf with taking ano- 
ther wife, by whom he might have children ; by her,not long 
after his marriage, he had Cleomenes ; his firft wife then alfo 
conceived and brought him a child, who was called Dorieus ; 
the ephori pretending to make fome fcruple whether this was 
really her child or no, the bufinefs was quickly after effectu- 
ally cleared up by her bearing Leom das and Cleombrotus f . This 
king Anaxandrides was certainly a very wife man, and had 
very juft notions of government, as, amongft others of his 
fayings recorded by Plutarch, appears from this : That it be- 
ing demanded of him, IVhy the Spartans were fo cautious in 
pajjing capital judgments, and why, notwith/ianding his ac- 
quittal, they ftill demanded a recognizance of a perfon accufed ; 
he anfwered, Becaufe in capital cafes execution can never be 
recalled ; and in the other cafe they kept that recognizance that 
if it fo fell out, that the guilt of the perfon acquitted Jhould af- 
terwards appear, he might be liable to a jujler judgment & . 
Arijio was alfo a prince of great worth and probity, and in 
confequence thereof, mightily beloved by his people. In the 
reigns of thefe princes, Croefus king of Lydia was vanquifhed, 
taken prifoner, and an end put to his kingdom by Cyrus ; he 
was during his profperrty i\ great lover of the Greeks, and par- 
ticularly* of the Lacedemonians, with whom he had frequent 
intercourfe, and withwhom he endeavoured to make a league, 
in obedience to the command of the oracle, which dire&ed 
him to ally himfelf to the chief among the 'Greeks, which he 
immediately underftood of the Spartans i>. 
fhe reigns Anaxandrides was fucceeded by his fon Cleomenes, as Ariflo 
of Cleo- W as by his fon Damaratus. It was ftri<ft regard to herecli- 

menes and tar y r jgj lt w hich induced the Lacedemonians to place Gleomena 
Damara- 3 b 1 

tus * ^Pausan. in Lacon. Merodot. Jib. vi. Piut. ubi fupra. 
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on the throne, for he was known to be at certain times out 
of his fcnksy and when he had them, he was cunning, ambi- 
tious, and deceitful out of meafure - y whereas his brother Dc- 
rieus was remarkable for his prudence, the gentlenefs of hia 
temper, and his fkill in the art of war ; he was fo much dif- 
gufled, however, at his brother's being preferred before him, 
that he demanded leave to lead out a colony, whereby he ob- 
tained -an honourable excufe for quitting his country 4 . Ia 
the very beginning of his reign Cleojnenes engaged in a war 
with the Jr gives, whom he beat, and having driven a confi- 
derable body of them into a wood, he caufed the Helotcs to 
fet that wood on fire, whereby numbers of them were de- 
ftroyed ; in all his actions he appears to have been a man of 
a fierce untraceable temper, a great lover of war, in which 
he fought only vidlory, without enquiring whether the means 
by which he fought to obtain it were juft or not ; yet he had 
fometimes flights of fancy, which had the appearance of a great 
genius ; for example, he was wont to fay, that Homer was 
the poet 0/*/^ Lacedemonians, Hefiod of the Helotcs, becaufe 
the former made war his fubjedt, and the latter treated of 
hufbandry k . He was early fufpe£ted of having views not 
much for the advantage or honour of the ftate ; for at his re- 
turn from the war with the Argives, he was accufed of hav- 
ing let flip manifeft opportunities of taking Argos itfelf ; but 
the anfwers he gave, when the matter came to be heard be- 
fore the ephori, were fo fatisfadtory, that he was acquitted. 
He was a great friend to Clyfthenes the Athenian and his par- 
ty, at whofe requeft he drove the Pijijiratida out of Athens ; 
afterwards he joined with Ifagoras, whom the Athenians had 
banifhed, and endeavoured all he could to veft in him the fo- 
vcrcignty of that city, whereby he created great mifchiefs to 
the Greeks. The Corinthians, who, as we have elfewhere 
fcen, were the faft friends and fteady allies of the Lacedemo- 
nians, dif^ufled at the haughty behaviour of Cleo?nenes, and 
at his wafting the territory of Eleufwa, without regard cither 
to the laws of God or men, deferted them ; Da?naratus his 
collcgue alfo, who was a very worthy and excellent pcrfon, 
oppofed him ; and while he was gone into JEgina, where he 
pretended to feizc the principal perfons in the ifland, under 
colour that they were in the Pcrfian intcrcft, Dcmaraius ac- 
cufed him to the ephori and the lenate of being an enemy to 
peace, a difhjrbcr of Greece, and one who would provoke all 
the neighbouring ftatcs to look with an evil eye on Spuria 

1 Union, lib. v. Pausam. uh\ fnprri. ]{ Pr. i/t. Apopii;h. 

Lneon. 1 He hop. Lib v. I* at an. Laoon. 
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Thsfe difjoirfes had at fir ft their effect ; but when Cleomenes 
returned, he found means not only to get himfelf acquitted, 
but to get his coilegue depofed, which he wrought after the 
following manner : He fuggefted, that Damaratus's birth 
was liaLh to great fufpicions, alledging the expreffion of his 
father beforcmentioned j the Spartans fent to the oracle at 
Delphi, in order to have this intricate queftion decided ; CZ?- 
c?;:e>;es forefaw this, and therefore took care to corrupt the 
oraue, whereoy he carried his point ; for, on the return of 
thj deputies with the refponfe, Damaratus was depofed, and 
Leo !y ch;d*s his coufin, the eighth in defcent from Theopompus, 
was railed to the regal dignity. Such was the moderation of 
the. depofed king, that, inftead of quitting his country, he 
ftill endeavoured to render it all the fcrvice he could, being 
content to execute inferior magiflracies. But the intempe- 
rance of his fucceffor vanquifhed at length his patience ; for 
Leotychides being one day informed, that Damaratus was fit- 
ting as infpccStor in the place of public exercifes, fent a fervant 
to infult him, by afldng him this queftion, How he liked his 
preje7:t rfficc after executing that of king ? To which Dama- 
ratus fiucely anfwered, That himfelf knew the weight of both, 
which he who fent him did not ; but that this queftion 
Jhould either prove the caufe of great mifery, or of great felicity, 
to Sparta. Then covering his head he retired to his own 
houfe, where having firft facrificed to Jupiter, he then fent 
for his mother, and earneftly intreatcd her to tell him the 
truth as to his birth ; whether, as he was reputed, he was the 
fon of king Arijlo, or whether, as his enemies fuggefted, A- 
getus was his father. She having in the moft folemn terms 
affuied htm of his legitimacy, he pretended to take a journey 
toDelp/ji,bnt indeed rcfolved to quit Sparta for ever,and to re- 
tire where he might be abfolutely fafe ; with this view he went 
firft to Elis, from thence to Lacynthus, and at length into 
Perfta, where he was received by king Darius with the ut* 
moft civility, had large revenues afligncd him, and was in 
every refpeel ufed as a prince m . In his exile he behaved in a 
manner fuitable to his dignity, and without fliewing any ran- 
cour againft his country ; as an inftance of the former, it is 
recorded of him, that when the Perfian monarch would have 
p.nifhcd a nobleman, who had revolted, and afterwards at 
dJumaratmh perfuafion fuhmitted himfelf to the king, the 
Spartan generoufly intejrpofed, addreffing the Perfian king in 
tbefe words j // is difl)onourable, O king, not to have had it 
in thy power to punijh him when he was a rebel, and as dijlio- 



Herod, lib. xvi. Pausan. Lacon. 

nourable 



Chap. 19." *tbe Hiflory of the Lacedemonians. 323 

turntable to exert a power of punijbing now he is become thy 
friend n . With refpeft to the latter, when he found that 
the Perfian was determined to make war on Greece, we are 
told, he fent the firft advice thereof cut in tables, which he 
afterwards covered with wax. He was the only king of Spar- 
ta who was vi&or in the olympic games. In a word, he was 
a perfon of fuch merit, that none of the Perftans envied the 
honours and revenues which he acquired in their country, 
where his posterity flourifhed many ages after °. 

Leotychides, as he was raifed to the kingdom by the craft Leotychi- 
of Cleomenes, fo he was intirely governed by him in all that des fuc- 
he did j he went with him to /Egina, from whence they ceeds Da- 
brought away fome of the principal inhabitants prifoncrs, and maratus. 
left them with the Athenians their mortal enemies ; for which 
he afterwards fuffered, though he acted merely by the advice 
and under the influence of Cleomenes. As for that prince, he 
continued to a£t as inconfiftently as formerly, that is, fomt- 
times with extraordinary virtue, and at other times without 
the leaft regard to juftice. When Arijl agora s the Milefian 
tyrant came to Sparta with an intent to perfuade Cleomenes to 
make war upon the Perfian king, he heard his propofals both as 
to the method of the war, and the private advantages which 
might accrue to himfelf; but he advifed his country againft 
the former, and abfolutely refufed to have anything to do 
with the latter, wherein he a£ted with great penetration as 
well as integrity ; for the fame prince prevailing with the A- 
thenians thereby induced that war, which had well-nigh 
brought on the total deftru&ion of Greece. He likewife re- 
filled all the felicitations of Maander the tyrant of Samos y 
who alfo would have tempted him with money ; and not only 
fo, but complained of him to the epbori, telling them, that if 
they did not banifh this man out of their territories, he would 
teach the Lacedemonians to be knaves. When by degrees his 
contrivances againft Damaratus came to light, and the Spar- 
tans began to fliew fome inclination to examine ftri&ly into 
that matter, he thought it beft to fly firft into Tbcffaly, and 
then into Arcadia, where he immediately excited new trou- 
bles, drawing about him a multitude of Arcadians, and en- 
deavouring by a folemn oath to bind them to his fcrvice. The 
Spartans, knowing well his enterprizing genius, and being 
afraid left he fhould excite the Arcadians to invade them, re- 
called him, and reftored him to his dignity ; but a fhort time 
after he returned, he fell mad, running people in the face with 

n Plut. ^pophtheg. Lacon. 0 Herodot. lib. vii. Pau- 
8 a n , Lacon. 
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his fceptre as he met them in the ftreets ; upon which they 
were conftrained to confine him, and to put on him fetters 
of wood p . In this condition he was attended by a Helot who 
was his keeper, from whom, partly by fair means, partly by 
threats, he obtained a fword, wherewith beginning at the calf 
of the leg, he ripped himfelf up, and having at length cut out 
his bowels, fell down dead. Many of the Spartans imputed 
this extraordinary fa£t to his corrupting the oracle of Delphi j 
and thereby procuring the dcpofition of Da?naratus ; the A- 
thenians attributed it to his facrilege at Eleufina ; the Argives 
were as pofitive that it befel him for burning their facred 
grove (F). As for thofe who were for afcribing his end to 

natural 

p Pausan. Lacon. Herod, lib. vi. 

(F) There is no part of Cleomenes's character more unjuftifiable 
than that which regards the Argives, againft whom he made a war, 
without obferving any Jaws of honour or juilice. The accounts 
we have of his exploits againft this nation are fo diffonant, and 
the circumftances contained in them fo incompatible, that it is far 
from being eafy to judge, whether the facts mentioned fell out in 
one and the fame war, or in feveral ; and if the latter be the truth, 
in what parts of his reign they happened. Without troubling our 
readers with a nice inquiry into thefe particulars, we will give them 
in few words a detail of the principal matters laid to the charge of 
Cleomenes. He is faid to have been promifed by an oracle, that he 
ftiould take Argos ; in confidence of which he marched with his 
army directly towards the city (23^ ; but between him and it lay 
a confiderable army of the Argives, who prepared to defend them- 
felves in the bell manner they might, though under great difcou- 
ragements from certain refponfes which they had received, which 
gave them to apprehend, that they fhould be overcome by fraud. 
In order to guard againft this in the mod probable manner they 
could devife, they determined to govern their motions by the ene- 
mies fignals, which they cfteemed a certain prefervative againft be- 
ing furprifed (24). But this precaution ferved only to ruin them j 
for Cleomenes, having intelligence thereof, gave order to his forces 
to attack the Argives, when the fignal was made for them to go to 
dinner. This being exactly followed, the army of Argos was en- 
tirely defeated ; for they, beholding the Spartan fignal for dinner, 
went immediately to refrefh themfelves ; but before they were well 
fettled at their meal, the Spartans fell upon them, and flaughtered 
them almoft without refiltancc. Their only refuge in this diftrefs 
was a thick wood in their rear, into which they retired with all 
the expedition poffible. Cleomenes inftantly devifed a new It rata* 

(23) Herodot. Hijl. lib.v'u Pan/an. ArgoL (24.) Herodot. ubi 
jupra . 

gem 
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natural caufes, they alledged, that drinking immoderately 
with the Scythian ambafTadors, his drunkennefs iflued in 
madneft 1. He left behind him a daughter named Gorgo, one 
of the moft celebrated women of her time. The inhabitants 
of JEgina upon his death applied themfelves to the Spartans, 
complaining loudly again ft Lsoty chides^ for that he in con- 
junction with Cleomenes had been concerned in carrying off 
the principal men of their i flan J, and putting them into the 
hands of the Athenians. The Spartans, who, as a nation, 
piqued themfelves much upon their juftice, difclaimed the 

1 Pausan. ubi fupra. Herodot. ubi fupra. 

gem for deftroying them there. He caufed fome who were well 
acquainted with the/frgives to call them by name,and promife them 
quarter ; yet, as faft as they came out, he ordered them to be 
flain. Thus he cut off fifty, thofe in the grove, becaufe of the 
thicknefs of the trees, perceiving nothing of what patted without. 
At length an Jrgtve, getting upon an high tree, dil'covered from 
thence what was doing. T^ie Lacedemonians then called in vain, 
no more of the j4rgi<ves ventured out, which put Cleomenes on a 
more cruel expedient ; he caufed his Helot es to fi mound the grove 
with brufliwood and other combuftibie matter; and then, (etting 
it on fire, burned all the haplefs wrerches. He then enquired to 
whom the grove was dedicated ? To drgos, replied a prielt. Alas? 
cried Cleomenes, This oracle has deceived me, this is all the Argos / 
Jball take. He afterwards facrificed by force on the altar of Di- 
ana, and caufed the prieft who would have hindered him to be 
chaiiifed. The facrifices, as fome fay, proving unlucky, he defift- 
ed> and was accufed at his return for not taking Jrgos 9 but on 
hearing his defence acquitted ' K 2$). The general opinion is, that 
he a&ually attacked the city with his collegue Da mar at us, but was 
conftrained to retire by the following means. There was in that 
city a lady named Telijtlla, who, being of a very weak conftitu- 
tion, was dircded by the oracle to addict hcrlclt to the mufes. fa 
confequence of this refponfe, fhe ltudied poetry with fuch fuccefs, 
that though on the approach of the Lacedemonians tiierc were none 
but women in the city, me infpired diem with fuel) refolution, that 
they fhut the gates, took arms, and fovci-d Damaratus, who was 
already in the fuburbs to retire, as alio Clcwwies himfelf and his 
army. In memory of this cxtraordinaiy event an anniverfary fo- 
lemnity grew into ufe at Argos, in which women went about in 
mens cloaths, and men put on womens habits (v.). It is agreed 
by all the antienc writers, that Cleomenes laughed at and delpi/ed 
oracles ; the reafon is clear, becaulc he had corrupted them (27). 

(2;) Plut. rfpophtbeg. Lacnn. (zfi) ILvos/if ubi fupra. Poh'.ni. 
Stratag. lib viii. c. 33, Plut. devi/tut, A Li Her. (27) Phi. 
Apophtheg. Lacon. 
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fucceeds 

Cleome- 



whole of this proceeding, and offered the inhabitants of Mgi- 
na to deliver up Leoty chides into their hands j but the deputies 
of that ifland wifely declined carrying the king of Sparta 
away ; they contented themfelves therefore with deflring he 
might go with them to Athens^ there to ufe his utmoit endea- 
vours to redtify the mifchief he had done them by procuring 
their hoftages to be delivered up, which accordingly he did 5 
but his and their applications being fruitlefs, they fuffcred him 
to return again to Sparta^ where he ftill retained the regal 
dignity, though he never reigned in the hearts of the people, 
who, as it is their cuftom, regretted their abfent prince, 
and were angry with the work of their own hands j the 
confequences of all this we fhail hereafter have occafion to 
explain 3 let us in the mean time pafs to the ftory of his col- 
Iegue r . 

Leonidas Leonidas the fon of Anaxandrides, half-brother to Cleame- 

nesy fucceeded him in the kingdom, and married his daughter 
Gorgo ; he was a prince of great moderation, and of a va- 
lour fuperior to moft men of his age ; fome of the Spartans^ 
however, who difliked his family," could not help fpeaking 
difrefpefi fully to him ; one of them particularly told him to 
his face, That, except being a king^ he was no better than they, 
to which Leonidas , fmiling, anfwered, If I had not been better 
than you, I had not been a king 1 . When Miltiadcs the Athe- 
nian fought the famous battle of Marathon, the Spartans had 
promifed an army, but had fent none 5 they arrived a little after 
the battle, went to the fpot where it was fought, where ha- 
ving confidercd attentively the prodigious difficulties the Athe- 
nians had overcome, and after highly commending them, 
they returned home again to Sparta. When, as the wifeft 
of the Greeks had forefeen, this battle at Marathon only ex- 
cited the Perftan to attempt again the conqucft of Greece, the 
Spartans, with a rcfolution worthy of the di fa pies of Lycur* 
gus, determined to oppofe them ; Damaratus their king was 
conft rained to accompany Xerxes in this expedition, though 
in rcfpe£t to his country he had fent early notice thereof to 
Gor?o« the wife of Leonidas, and the daughter of his areatelt 



lies. 



enemy. When it was apparent, 
Greece in peifon with a prodigious army, a general afiembly 
was held at the ifthmus, the refolutions of which were thefe ; 
That the flatcs cf Gi eece jhould un amnion fly join in defending 
its liberty aguinjt the Pcrlians \ that for the pre fent all their 
quurrch dmongji thimj elves Jhould be Jufpcnded \ that the tenth 
of the j'poil Jhould be dedicated to Apollo \ and that of thoje 



0 . - 0 
that Xerxes would enter 



' V a i* san. cv Hei.odot. ubi fjpra. r Plut. in Apoph. 
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who deferted the common caufe a decimation Jlwdd be made, that 
is, a tenth part Jljoutd be put to death without mercy Warm 
and generous refolutions, if the fame fpirit had accompanied 
them in the execution ; but, alas, when words were to be 
changed into deeds, of all the confederates the Spartans and 
Athenians only feemed ready to do any thing. The Thcjfali-. 
ans were the firft who were to feel the weight of Xerxes and 
his myriads ; they therefore fent to the Greeks to befeech them 
to quicken their preparations, or not to blame them if they 
/ubmitted to an enemy they could not refift. Upon this ten 
thoufand men were fent by feato Thejfaly under the command 
of Evenetus a Spartan, and TIjemijiocles the Athenian j but 
when they came thither, they were convinced, that this mea- 
fure would prove ineffectual; for in a plain country, as Thejfaly 
is, there could be no hopes of oppofing fuch multitudes of 
men with a lew, efpccially when it was known, that many 
of the Theffalian princes could not be depended on, and that 
many of the pafTages into Thefjaly were in the power of Alex- 
ander king of Macedon\ the army therefore returned without 
doing any thing. At the next general council, however, it 
was refolved to defend the ftraights of Thermopylae, in purfu- 
ance of which refolution fix thoufand foot were appointed for 
that fervice, and the command of them given to Leonidas u . 
Of thefe three hundred only were Spartans, according to the 
direction of the king ; and when fome principal perfons de- 
manded of him whether he had not a fecret defign in his head, 
heanfwered frankly, / pretend to defend the Jlraights of Ther- 
mopylae, but in truth 1 go to die for my country \ and when 
they ftill wondered at the fmall number of men he took with 
him, he, turning to thofe to whom he had communicated his 
lecret, faid, There are enow, confidering the defign wc go upon. 
When he took his leave of his wife, flic afked him if he had 
nothing particular to fay to her (G ) ; Marry fome brave man, 

faid 

Herodot. lib. vii. Diodor. Sicul. lib xi. u Pausan. in 
Lacon. Herod. Hilt. Jib. vii. 

(G< The chara&cr of G-jrgo, the daughter of CLowtes , and wi'e 
of Leouidat, deferves to he particularly confidercd. Plutarch, who 
was i'o fond of the Lacedemonians, tint befides lih n Jli t li: Ci he 
wrO'C a book of their wile layings, wcofe alio a p.irtic:;.'ar trcatile 
of the women, which was indeed cxtranrd-'nary ; .'Mid the reafon 
of it wa% been trie the Spartan dames were of a very malculmc 
difpofition, and \\H)Ve and acled with a freedom denied to iheir fex 
every where elfe Curt*o, who is to he the fubjifl rf this ro'c. 
makes a verv cenfiJcrable figure in Lnai lu-aci.c ; but I '-fore we 
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faid he, and bring him brave children *. When Xerxes came 
with his mighty army, he fent a fpy to bring him advice of the 

pofture 

* Plut. in Apophtheg. Lacon. 

proceed to acquaint the reader with what Plutarch fays of this lady, 
it will on many accounts be fit to give him a remarkable ftory recor- 
ded of her by Herodotus. That noble hitforian tells us, that when 
Ariftagoras, tyrant of Miletus, attempted to engage Cleomenes .in 
a defign not only of freeing Ionia, but even of fubverting the Per* 
Jian empire, he brought with him a chart of the known world laid 
down on brafs ; after having (hewn Cleomenes on this the fituation 
of Ionia, and expatiated with great warmth on the glory of an en- 
terprize undertaken for the relief of the Ionians, pointing to his 
plate, he proceeded thus : Next thefe the Lydians inhabit a fertile 
44 country abounding in filver : and on the confines of Lydia, thefe 
* 4 Phrygians are placed to the eaftward, more rich in cattle, and li- 
" ving in greater affluence than any other people I know. Adjoin- 
" ing to thefe are the Cappadocians, by us called Syrians, and be- 
yond them the Glicians, whofe country extends to that fea in 
which the ifland of Cyprus is fituate, and pays an annual tribute 
*• of five hundred talents to the king . Next to the Cilicians are 
" thefe Armenians, who poffefs great numbers of cattle ; and after 
c ' them the Matianians, beyond whofe territories lies this province 
44 of CiJJia, in which Sufa is baiit upon the river Ch oaf pes. Jn this 
" place the g^eat king refides, and his vaft treafuresare here depo- 
<? fited. If you take this city, you may boldly contend with 7a- 
u piter in wealth You will not find your account in fighting bat- 
44 ties to gain a country of fmall extent, narrow limits, andindiffe- 
rent foil, from the Mejfenians who are your equals in war, or 
« 4 from the Arcadians and Argians ; for none of thefe nations have 
44 ekher gold or filver, the defire of which induces fo many men 
«* to hazard their lives. But when an opportunity is offered to 
* 4 conquer all Afia with facility, can you wifti for any thing 
44 more To this difcourfe of Ariftagoras Cleomenes anfwered, 
44 Mil'Jian friend, I defer to let you know my refolution till three 
« 4 days are pafTed When that time was come, and they were 
both met at the appointed place, Cleo?nenes afked Art ft agar as in 
how many days one might travel from the coaft of Ionia, to the place 
where the king was. But though Ariflagoras was in other things 
a man of art, and much fuperior in ability to Cleomenes, yet he 
nude a fl:p in this. For, defigning to draw the Spartans into Aft a, 
he ought to have abated fomething of the account ; whereas he 
told him plainly 'twas a journey of three months. Which Cleome- 
ves no fco;.er heard, than interrupting him from proceeding in his 
difcourfe concerning the way, he (aid, 44 Milefian guell, depart 
4 * out of Sparta before the letting of the fun : For you have pro* 
44 pofed nothing to the advantage of the Spartans, in advrfing ua 
14 to take a match into Afia, not to be pcrlormed in lefs than three 

4 * month/) 
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pofture in which Leonidas and his troops were; this fpy report- 
ed, that he found them exercf/ing them/elves in their ufuaJ 
games, and that they were putting garlands on their heads, as if 
they were about to celebrate fome feftival; the Perfian there- 
upon aflced Damaratus the meaning of it, Thcfe?jien, Sir, fuid 
he, have devoted thetnf elves to death for the fervice of their coun- 
try \ at which Xerxes laughed, conceiving, that he mightily o- 
ver-rated the courage of his countrymen, whom him fell doubted 
not to fright away with the very appearance of his army j bur. 
the event proved the contrary, though there were fomc among 

*' months after our landing When he had fpofcen thefe words, 
he withdrew ; and Arijlagoras, taking an olive branch in his hand, 
after the manner of a fup pliant, went after Cleomenes^ befeeching 
•him to hear ; and at the fame time defired him to fend away his lit- 
tle daughter Gorga, who was then wi h him, being the only child 
he had, and about eight or nine years of age. .But Cleomenes bid 
him fay what he would, and not refrain for the fake of a child. 
So Arijlagoras began with the prom he of ten talents, in cafe Clea- 
menes would do as he defired ; and receiving a denial, proceeded 
gradually in his offers, till he came to the fum of fifty talents ; and 
then the girl cried, " Father, this ft ranger will corrupt you unlefc 
4< y° u g° awav prefently Cleomenes, plea fed with the admoni- 
tion of the child, retired to another apartment: And -Ariftagoras 
was conftrained to depart immediately from Sparta, without obtain- 
ing leave to inform him farther concerning the way to the place 
of the king's refidence { 28% When the fame young Jady faw Arift- 
agoras differ his man to put on his flioes, (he cried out in amazement, 

Father f Father] fee this J} ranger, has he no hands? At another 

time when a foft and delicate itranger was about to have paid his 
compliments to her, file put him away with her hand, adding, 

Stand by\ poor creature ; thou hajl not as much of a man in thee as a 

woman (29';. As the Ialt and molt noble commcnda:ion recorded 
of her, let us remark, that Damaratus, though fhe was the daugh- 
ter of his deadly enemy, t rutted her rather than any of the Greets 
with the intelligence he lent concerning the motion of (he Barbari- 
ans ; or, if we take this as Herodotus docs, it may be placed in 
a liron<j;cr lieht ; for lie lays, that a Have from Damaratus brought 
a waxen tablet to Sparta with nothing written on ir, and when 
the Spartans knew not what to make of this, Gvrgo immediacy 
bid them fcrape off the wax, whereupon they found Damaratus** 
letter cut on the wood underneath (30). 

fz9J HerodotJih. vi (if)) Pint in A^fh-ht^. :l/.v/'.r. I t* 

con. ( 3 0) .Ha odot . lib. vi . 
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thc confederates who were not a little terrified at the thoughts 
of an engagement. Thefe reprefented to Leonidas, That a 



dif charge of the Perfian arrows would take away the light of 
the fun -) very ivell, replied he, then we foall fight in the Jhade. 
When they approached, the fame perfons came to him again ; 
*tbi Perfians, Sir, faid rhey, draw near \ What of that, faid 
he, Shall not we then be near them ? When Xerxes faw that 
he was miftaken, and that Leonidas really intended to fight, 
he wrote him a letter, wherein he told him, that the great 
fuperiority of his army might excufe his not oppofmg him, and 
that, if he would embrace his intereft, he fhould be lord of 
all Greece, To which Leonid.is with great moderation anfwer - 
ed, If you knew wherein the happpinefs of life confijled, you 
would not covet ivhat belongs to others ; for my part, I had ra- 
ther die fir the liberty of Greece, than command over it. Xer- 
xes then ordered the Medes, who led the van in his army, to 
fall upjn the Greeks, which they did with very great refolu- 
tion, but were notwithstanding repulfed with prodigious 
flaughter ; he then commanded a choice corps of Perfians 
to diflodge them, but it was in vain ; the Greeks were not 
only fupcrior in valour, "but they better underftood the art of 
war ; they had alfo great advantage from the fituation of the 
place, fo that, after numbers were flain, the Perfians were 
constrained to retreat y . Xerxes now began to be in pain for 
his whole army, and with reafon ; for the dead bodies hav- 
ing ftreightened the paflages {till more, it feemed doubtful 
whethei the weight of numbers would force the pafs or no. 
At length one Ephialtes a Trachinian offered to fhew them 
a path round the mountain, whereby they might fall upon 
the Grecians in the rear ; Xerxes thereupon detached Hydar- 
nes with a great body of chofen troops, with directions to 
follow Ephialtes ; they parted the river Afopus in the night, 
and, having forced the Phocian guard, advanced apace towards 
Leonidas and his troops j that great commander, who is faid 
to have been informed that the fenate had received an oracle, 
purporting, that cither one of their kings, or the city itfclf 
ni ufl: (all, asfoon as he v/as informed of what had happened, 
gave leav j to all the confederates to withdraw, tiiat they might 
rtfjrve ilumfelvcs, as hephrafed it, for better times, except- 
ing only tWcThefpians and the Thcbans, who with his Spar-* 
Mm m.ulc in all not above fourteen hundred men ; with thefe 
he purpofed not to wait the attack of the Perfians, but to go 



y llv rodot. lib viii. Diodo.i. Sicul. lib. xi. Pai/san. La- 
coii. Plut. Apopluh. Lacon Justin, lib ii. 

and 
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and find them out; yet looking on his Spartans > and obferv- 
ing fome ftriplings who had fcarce attained the age of men, 
his heart relented calling them therefore to him one by 
one, he pretended to fend by each of them a billet to the 
ephori ; he would have afterwards done the fame thing in fa- 
vour of fome perfons of extraordinary merit ; but they, pe- 
netrating his defign, refufed to obey him, one of them an- 
fwering, Sit\ I came to ferve you as a foldier, and not as a cou- 
rier. Another, Let us fight firjl, Sir, and then Pll carry your 
account of the battle. Having made the proper difpufitions he 
pa!Ted the ftraights, and fell upon the enemy ; he and all his 
Spartans were flain together with the Thefpians 9 but the 7 he- 
bans holding up their targets cried out for quarter, which 
was given only to a few, and they were ftigmatized. Tin* 
vi&ory if we rauft call it fo, cofl the Pcrfians 20,000 men. 
The body of Leon i das being found, Xerxes ordered it to be 
nailed to a crofs, an adtion which reflected difhonour uponhim- 
felf, and could do no hurt to a dead body ; as to the tame of 
LeonidaSy it was out of the reach of Xerxes ^ and hath remained 
ftill frefti above 2000 years after his deceafe (H). The Perjian 

after 

CH) The action at Thermopylae makes fo great a figure in hiftory, 
and fo juftly, at the fame time that it fo nearly concerns the Lace- 
demonian hiftory , that it would be unpardonable in us not to give fuch 
particulars thereof as may ferve to fet it in the cleared light, and 
do honour to that ration of whofe affairs we are treating. Jn the 
firft place let us remark, that Leontdas acled alJ along with great 
equality of mind, a philofophic courage, and the true fpirit of a 
patriot. He went in the common caufe of deeee to give a check 
to the Per/tans at their firft entrance, that thereby the numerous 
army of Xerxes might receive a tafte of the oppofition it was to meet 
with, and the king, if he were not headilrong and irreprchen/ib.e, 
have an opportunity given him of retiring in time, before multitudes 
of his men were cut off, and i.he ftrength of rffia walled to nopur- 
pofe. In fighting at Tben/icpy/ar Lcomdas made ufe at firft of all the 
advantages of ground afForded him by hb own fituaiion, and that 
of the enemy; He drew up his troops in the narrower! part of rhe 
pa/Tage, and when lie retired from ihe field of battle, hcdifpoled 
his battalions in fuch a manner that they rradny wheeled about 
and received the enemy, who artempted to harrr.I.s them, in fuch 
a manner, that there were more fl.nn in ihe reheat than in the 
fij;ht; if Epbiatin had not led the Bwbariam round 1 he mountain-, 
Leontdas u on d have carried hi; firft point, thar is», he wou'd h~\e 
coiHtrained Xerxts ro ictire 1 hut when ihe aujiur ftirpftias, 

upon iiifpccti:.^ the (acrifices, declared, that ail the Gndmn were 



(31) PJ,.tti. £/t f ,'tap. ///. /. r. 12. ///•• i'ii. c. 15. 
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after this conftrlted Damaratus again, adjuring him by the 
kindnefs he had Ihewn him, to give his fentiments fincerely as 

to 

threatened with death ; and when this declaration was backed by 
intelligence, that the enemy were actually pafling the mountains, 
Leonidas put in practice his fecond refolucion, which was the devot- 
ing of his Spartans and himfelf to death for the fafety of Greece in 
general, and of Sparta in particular (32). This refolution was 
founded upon two reafons ; the n*rtf, that the ftraights of Tbermo- 
p\l<e ought not abfolutely to be abandoned, but fold to the enemy 
as dear as might be ; the fecond relied it upon this oracle which the 
Lacedemonians had received. 

Thy plains, O Sparta, Perjian rage fhall feel, 
Thy fons fhall flaughterM fall by foreign Heel, 
Unlefs a king of the Herculean race, 
In war, to fave the reil, fhall death embrace. 

This prompted Leonidas to receive that death, which heknew mufl: 
fome time or other happen to him, when it might avert evil from 
his country; it was to prevent an unnecefTary carnage, thai Leonidas 
difmifTed the great eft part of his allies, and retained with him only 
fourteen hundred men, wk. three hundred Spartans, feven hundred 
Thefpians, and four hundred Tbebans : He then advanced without 
the narrow paffage, becaufe he no longer thought of defending his 
own party, but how he might mod injure the enemy ; and in that 
defperate attack he fell. Xerxes loft two brothers in this engage- 
ment, and an incredible number of troops. On the field of battle 
there were three monuments railed, One to perpetuate the memory 
of fuch of the troops as were flain before the confederates were dif- 
inifled, with this infcription ; 

Four thoufand here, from various nations brought. 
For Greece againlt the Mcdcs three millions fought. 

The fecond was for the Lacedemonians only, with this diltich 
upon it : 

Go, friend, and to our brother Spartans tell, 
With whatapplaufc we in their iervice fell. 

The third was for the augur Me* ijl'i as , who, though prefted by 
Leonidtu to retire, refufed, contenting himfelf with lending away 
his only Ion : 



divine 
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to the method in which it was proper to carry on the war. 
The Spartan thereupon propofed to him feizing the ifle of 
Cytbera, which lay over-againft Laconia y and from whence 
he might have made the Spartans fo uneafy as would infal- 
libly hinder their ("ending affiftance to the Athenians, or im- 
peding him in his defign of penetrating into Greece ; but Achat- 
times the king's brother being qaite of a different opinion, 
fearing that if the fleet parted from the land army both 
might be ruined, Xerxes preferred his counfel, and thereby 
failed in his defign z . The Grecian fleet in the mean time 

lay at Artemijium under the command of Eurybiades a Spar- 
tan> a man of great perfonal courage, but timorous as a 
commander, and unexperienced in fca affairs. The Perfians? 
hoping to furprife and furround them, detached two hundred 
Ihips with orders to fail round Eubcea^ and fall on the rear 
of the Grecian navy \ but this being betrayed to the Greeks^ 
they weighed anchor in the night, and flood directly to fea 
to meet thefe two hundred fail, fo that inftead of furprifing 
others, they were themfelves furprifed ; thirty of them funk, 
and the reft forced to betake themfelves to flight, wherein 
they were no lefs unfortunate ; for a ftorm arifing moft of 
them were fliipwrecked on the coaft. The Grecian fleet 

2 Herodot. ubi fupra. Pausan. ubi fupra. Plut. ubi fupra, 
& in vie. Themift. 

Divine Megiftiai lies beneath this flone, 
Who met without concern ill fortune's frown ; 
Nor would to fave his life confent to fly, 
When the brave Spartans had refolved to die. 

■ 

It is alledged that Eurytus and Ariflodenms, two of the three 
hundred Spartans , being ill of fore eyes, retired to Alpeni with the 
penniffion of Lconidas^ and were there in the time of thelaft battle, 
on the news of which Eurytus caufed his armour to be put on, and 
ordered his (ervnnt to conduct him directly to the field, w here run- 
ning, blind as he was, into themidtl of the enemy, he was ii:dt!cn- 
Jy covered witli wound.-., and fell down dead ; but drijhdemus re- 
turned to Sparta, wnerc he met with a very indifferent reception, 
being treated as a man who had not courage enough to die wuh his 
companions; to aggravate their ill ufa^e, ihey itirnarnci him the 
Fugitive; he redeemed his credit, however, at the battle of P In- 
tcea, where, having devoted himlclf to death, he pcrfoimcd iuch 
actions as arc Icarce credible (53). 

( 33) Herod *t. fit.v.'J. Hi j J jr. Sic:*!, lib xt\ Pint, in /fpypltl.'-r* 
Lacci:. <S ;»; 'lit /riflid. 
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The Hiftory of the Lacedemonians. Book I. 

fome time after failed to the coaft of Attica, and at the defiro 
of the Athenians anchored near Sa/amis. Eurybiades had ftill 
the command, though of three hundred and fifty eight flips, 
of which the fleet confifted, a hundred and eighty belonged 
to the Athenians. As to the battle which happened there not 
long after, we have already given a full account of it in our 
Athenian hiftory, and therefore fhall not trouble the reader with 
needlefs repetitions here a . The firft ftep that was taken af- 
terwards, was, to prepare a great fleet to profecute this vic- 
tory, the command of which was given to Leotychides king 
of Sparta ; but it foon after appeared, that the Perjians had 
not totally abandoned their defign, Mardonius remaining in 
Greece at the head of a very confiderable army, with which 
he threatened in the fpring to revifit Attica ; the Greeks 
therefore found themfelves under a neceflity of raifing a land 
army alfo. 

Paufanias the fon of Cleombrotus took upon him the cha- 
racter of tutor or protector to Plijiar chits the fon of Leonidas, 
and in right thereof was the firft magiftrate in Sparta, the 
other king, as wehave'faid, being abfent, having the com- 
mand of the confederate fleet. In this fituation of things, 
the dilatorinefs of popular councils eminently appeared, for 
when the army ought to have been in the field, the Athenian 
ambafladors found the Lacedemonians celebrating the Hyacin- 
thia ; in vain thefe minifters reprefented, that the common 
caufe was neglected, and that the Athenians had reafon to ex- 
pect better things, fince they had hazarded all for the fervice 
of Greece ; the eph or i and fenate, confiding mightily in the 
ftrong wall which by this time was eredted crofs the ifthmus, 
thought but little of raifing troops, till Chilcus a Tegeatean, 
who had a great reputation ampngft them, fhewed them how 
foolifh and difhonourable this conduct of theirs was ; fince it 
was plain, if the Athenians were ruined through their delay, 
the Perjians, being millers at fca, might land what forces 



they would in Laevxia, and bring the war home to their doors 9 
the wall crofs the ifthmus being in fuch a cafe ufelefs l \ 
Roufed b) this renrefentation, they fent five thoufand Spar- 

and 



tans, and which was an unufual tiling with them, gave 
arms to feven thoufand of their Helotes, Panjanias com- 
manding i:i chief. This, however, did not hinder Mardonius 
from taking Athens* or from fee king the Greek army and 
offering battle. Paufanias had the command in thief of the 
whole Gnciun forces, which were not lefs than one hundred 



2 See before, p. 109. k IIekodot. lib. viii. Djodor. 

Siccl. lib. m. Pav^an. in Lac on. 
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*houfand men. The Perjians were certainly double their num- 
ber, nay, acording to Diodorus's account, Mardmius's army, 
confifted of five hundred thoufand men. When they came 
into the neighbourhood of P/ata-a, an engagement happened 
between a great body of Per/tan horfe, commanded by Ma* 
Ji/lius, and a corps of Greeks*, wherein, after a great effufion 
of blood, the Perjians were routed and their commander 
killed c . A general battle being delayed, the Greek army 
fuffered much by defertion, as on the other hand did the Per- 
jians for want of provisions. Paufanias at length thought fit 
to decamp, that he might procure his army frelh and more 
advantageous quarters ; in which, however, he was oppofed 
by Amompbaretus an old Spartan commander, who infifted, 
that it was derogatory to the Spartan honour to retire in fight 
of an enemy. Paufanias^ like a wife man and a great cap- 
tain, anfwered, That marching this way or that was not dis- 
honourable, when it proceeded from a right motive ; but 
when he found all his intreaties were in vain, and that Amom- 
pbaretus would not be perfuaded, he gave the fignal, and 
immediately the Lacedemonian and Tegeatean foot began 
to move. Amompbaretus , who was hitherto of opinion 
that Paufanias would not defert him, when he faw him 
actually on his march, ordered his ftandards to be taken up 
and moved flowly after him. Paufanias kept the high 
ground, the Athenians ', who very exadly obeyed his orders, 
marched in the plain; the reft of the confederates withdrew 
to the temple of Juno* where they were out of reach of the 
Perjian cavalry. At the temple of Ceres ^ which was on the 
brow of the hill, Paufanias halted with all his forces, to give 
Amompbaretus and his battalion time to come up; but they 
had hardly rejoined the army before the van-guard of the 
Perjian horfe attacked them with great vigour d . Mardonius 
looked upon this decampment of the Greek troops in the 
fame light that A?no?npharetus did, that is, as a plain flight, 
and therefore was eager not to fight them, but to fall upon 
the runaways; this eagernefs, as far as we can judge at this 
diffcincc of time, feems to have been the chief caufe of his 
misfortune ; for his Perjians marching haftily and without 
order, the reft of the corps of which his numerous army was 
competed did the like, which gave the Greets great advantage. 
The troops under Paufanias did not much exceed fifty thou- 

cIIerod. lib ix.DionoR. Sicul. ubi fupra. Paus a n. obi fupra. 
A Herodot. lib i\\ Viur. in vie. Thcmilt. & Arill. Dio:ior. 
SrcuL. lib xi Juu lib. ii. c. 14. Lorn. Nbpos, in vie. 
Pa u fan. 

fund 



The Hijiery of the Lacedemonians.' Book I; 

fand men, and on this account it was that he fcnt to haften 
the Athenians in their march. The Athenians, who on this 
occafion a£ted with the utmoft generofity, endeavoured, as 
well as they were able, to fulfil his orders j but were un- 
luckily flopped fhort by the Boeotians and other Greeks in the 
fervice of the Perftan, who on this occafion behaved with 
amazing courage and intrepidity. The Lacedemonians and 
Tegeateans were forced to engage Mardonius\ army without 
afiiftance. It is univerfally acknowledged, that the Perjians 
behaved very well on this occafion ; but, being neither fa 
well armed nor fo well difciplined as the Greeks, their valour 
was of no ufe but to bring them to flaughter ; for, as Hero- 
dotus rightly obferves, it was all the fame, whether one or 
ten Perjians broke into the Grecian ranks, fince the next 
line was ready to receive them without confufion or diforder, 
fo that they were prefently (lain without effecting any thing, 
becaufethey charged tumultuoufly ; their commanders hav- 
ing no capacity to direct them, nor they to obey. Their 
number and their courage, however, kept the battle doubt- 
ful as long as Mardonius lived, who, mounted on a white 
horfe, and fighting at the head of a thbufand men, gave fig- 
nal demonftrations of a courage deferving a better fate; but 
when he was flain, the Perjians began to break and to give 
way, which difpirited all the barbarous nations, who now 
followed the example of their flighty though they had not 
drawn their fwords. The Athenians alfo defeated the Greeks 
who fided with and fought for the Perjians, i'o that Artaba*us\ 
who was next in command to Mardonius , and againft whofe 
advice taefemeafures were taken, judging all to be loft, retired 
with 40,000, and marched with ail the expedition he was able 
hack to Thrace ; the reft of the Perjian army withdrew as fpec- 
dily as they could into their camp, where they ftrengthened the 
works formerly thrown up, and refolved to defend to the 
utmoft of their power thefe pofts againft the victorious 
Greeks, Paufanias^ coming up with his Lacedemonians^ at- 
tacLed the camp without hefitation, but at the fame time 
with little fuccefs ; for the Perjians, {vnuins now not for 
victory or ;a:!ory, but for their lives, made a moft obftinatc 
reli'KtiKC ; bolide:, they had the fame advantage ova* the 
LaccJet.r.'Uiris Iij-l, which the Laccdcmw'unn had over them 
in the field 5 for, as we have heretofore e!-vrved, the Spar- 
tans ;vfre unaccufton* ed to fueh au.iv-k , abiding, in obe- 
dience to the laws of Lycurgtr, all 'i'-;;cs ::s 111 :ch as in them 
I' '; v this (Lie of things lulled but for a firull time 5 for 
w.V, n ihe /1'1'ir.iians came up, who of all the Creeks heft un- 
der ft ood the art of defending or attacking fortifications, they 

quickly 
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quickly opened a paflage to the Lacedemonians , and when 
that was once done, a mercilefs (laughter enfued, fince of 
three hundred thoufand men, whom Mardonius brought in* 
to the field, fcarce three thoufand efcaped • ; of the Greeks* 
however, it is uncertain how many there fell; if we be- 
lieve Herodotus, there died of the Spartans ninety one ; of 
the Tegeatarans fixteen ; and of the Athenians fifty two * . Plu~ 
tarch owns one thoufand three hundred and fixty to have 
fallen g ; but Diodorus Siculus is pofitive, that there were very 
few lefs than ten thoufand h . When this bloody engagement 
was over, the reft of the allies came up to be witneffes rather 
than afliftants in gaining the vi&ory, by which behaviour 
they drew on themfelves contempt and fcorn. Lampon of 
JEgina propofed to Paufanias y that the body of Mardonius 
Ihould be carefully fearched for, that the indignity offered to 
his uncle Leonidas by the command of Xerxes might be re- 
venged thereon. To which Paufanias anfwered, 44 Friend 
4t of Mgina, I very kindly accept of your good intention* 
cc and the refpeft you exprefe for me and my family ; but I 
44 cannot help telling you, that your zeal hath drawn you 
44 to make a very wrong judgment of this matter; for 
4C whereas you have highly magnified my actions, the cou- 
44 rage of my countrymen, and the a&ion we have this day 
44 atchieved, you throw all this down again by importuning 
u me to infult the dead, and perfuading me that I fhall 
4fc heighten my glory, if I do that which is fitter for Barba- 
44 rians to do, nay, which we have not fpared to reproach 
44 even in them ; I cannot therefore aflent to thefe notions of 
44 the men of Mgina, nor to thofe of any other nation, who 
44 delight in fuch a£Hon«, being content to be commended 
44 by the Spartans, for neither doing, nor fpeaking an un- 
44 becoming thing. As for Leonidas, whofe death you would 
44 have revenged, I am of opinion, that the innumerable 
44 multitude we have flain have fufficiently repaired the lofs 
44 of him and thofe that fell with him at Thermopylae. Come 
44 no more therefore to me with fuch difcourfes \ offer me 
14 no more fuch counfels, but look upon it as a very great 
44 favour that you have efcaped even now unpuniihed. " 
When this great captain beheld the magnificent tent and rich- 
furniture belonging to Mardonius, with the mighty maga- 
zines of luxury belonging thereto, he gave orders to the 
cooks and bakers to prepare him fueh a fupper as they were 
wont to do for that general j which when they had done, he 

c Hi; robot, ubi fupra. 1 Ubi fupra. g Ubi 

upra. h Ubi fupra. 

Vol. VI. U u ordeicd 



338 



.The Hijlory of the Lacedemonians. Book I. 



ordered fome of his own fervants to drefs a Spartan meal ; 
which being alfo done, he fent for the principal officers a- 
mong the Greeks thus pointing to both the fuppers, he faid 
with a fmile, See, gentlemen, the folly of this king of the 
Medes, who living in this fumptuous manner at home 9 would 
needs come fo far to fpoil us who fare fo hardly. Part of the 
prodigious fpoils that were taken in the Per fan camp, the 
Helotes, who were intrufted to collect them, purloined part 
was dedicated to the gods ; a tenth of all forts was given to 
Paufanias ; and the reft diftributed among the Greeks. Hav- 
ing thus put an end to the war, Paufanias thought next of 
punifhing fuch as had betrayed the common caufe of Greece ; 
with this view he marched immediately to Thebes, the citi- 
zens of which at firft attempted to make a defence, but on 
mature deliberation they capitulated, afid delivered up the 
chiefs of the Median fe£Hon which were in their hands ; 
they vainly fancied, that they might redeem themfelves with 
money, but in this they were greatly miftaken ; for Paufa- 
nias, difdaining their propofal, hurried them away to Corinth, 
and caufed them there to be put to death l . 
The The fame day that the battle of Plataa was fought, Leo- 
Greeks tychides king of Sparta, with Xanthippus the Athenian, gain- 
ttiftorious e d a glorious vi&ory at Mycale, where the laft remains of the 
a/Mycale . p er Ji an fleet and of the Perfian armies, which had been 

drawn together for the deftrudtion of Greece, were utterly de- 
feated ; the commanders of the Perfian fleet greatly difcou- 
raged their men by the pufillanimiiy of their conduct ; for 
notwithftanding they had a great number of fhips, they ran 
them all on fhore, and fought to flielter themfelves under 
the proteftion of an army of fixty thoufand men, which un- 
der the command of Tigranes had been left to defend Ionia. 
The Greeks feeing this determined to attack them on fhore, 
and Leoty chides, {landing in towards the coaft, ordered a 
herald to make proclamation, when he drew near enough to 
be heard, in the Greek tongue, in thefe words: "Men of 
* l Ionia, fuch among you as my voice reaches, hearken 
«' with attention to what I fay, the rather becaufe the Per- 
41 fans cannot underftand me \ when the battle begins, eve- 
" ry one of you ought in the firft place to remember liber- 
*< ty, and in the next, that the word in our army is Hebe*, 
*« let fuch as hear me inform thofc who hear me not. " 
This proclamation had a double effedl, for it inclined many 
of the lonians to favour the Greeks, and it fo frighted the 

1 Her odot. ubi fupra. Plutarch, ubi fupra. Corn. Nn- 
pos, ubi fupra. 
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Perftans^ that they knew not whom to truft (I). The Per* 
ftartSi before the battle began, difarmed the Samians^ having 
fome intelligence that they had been intriguing with the 
Greeks ; but confiding greatly in the Aiilefians, they intruft- 
ed them with the cuftody of the paflages through the moun- 
tains behind them ; thefe difpofitions made, they prepared to 
defend their fortifications the belt they could ; yet neither 
their conduct nor their valour availed much, for the Greeks 

(I) Herodotus is no mighty admirer of Leotychides king of Sparta, 
for he exprefly gives the preference to the Athenians, after them 
to the Corinthians ; the Traexenians, and the Sicyonians (34); yet 
the truth feems to be, that Leotychides behaved with great prudence 
upon this occafion, as we havefaid above in the text ;and there is one 
inflance of his abilities as a genera!, which has been little taken 
notice of, and which it is our duty therefore particularly to men- 
tion here: He it was who contrived that miracle, as fome called 
it, of the victory won at Plat<ea, not in confequence of any intel- 
ligence, for that was impoffible, but believing it the beft way to 
incline the lonians to favour the Greeks ; he induftrioufly fpread 
the pretended news, and at the fame time openly invited the lo- 
nians to throw off the yoke, and affert their freedom ; whence, as 
is evident from the account in the text, this victory in a great mea- 
lure proceeded (35). This conduct of his is very reconcileable to 
one of his fayings recorded by Plutarch : A Spartan in good cir- 
cumftances afked one day this prince, Honv he might beft prefers e his 
happinefs ? Leotychides anfwered, By not trufting ail to fortune 
(36). It is certain, that Leotychides was not a very adventurous ad- 
miral, but abfolutely refufed to accompany Xanthippus when he 
found the bridges removed which Xerxes had thrown crofs the 
Hellefpont ; but this may be eafily accounted for, without derogat- 
ing at all from the courage and military capacity of the king of 
Sparta; the Athenians, by nature, and by the conftitution of their 
ftate, were inclined to maritime affairs, and enabled to obtain the 
empire of the fea, of which as yet Sparta had little ambition, tho* 
flie poffeffed it ; for, as Herodotus plainly fays, the command was, 
given her by the allies, who refufed to follow any other than a 
Spartan admiral (3 7). Leotychides therefore did all in his power 
to ferve the common caufe, while the united fleet continued toge- 
ther in the Hellefpont ; but when flight defcents were propofed, 
and the pillaging the enemy's coafts and fhips, he, whofe par- 
ticular fquadron was of no flrength, did not think fit to remain 
long at fea, becaufc in all probability he conceived, that nothing 
could be further done worthy of the Spartan name and glory. 

($\) ILtodjt. hijl. lib. ix (3?^ Poly/rr.. Stratagem, lib. i. 

c. 33. lib. vii. c. 45;. Frotitin. Stratagem, lib. i. c. 2. (jbj 

Plutarch. Aptpktbeg Lacon. (y) Hcro.lot. lib. vii. 
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landing, the Athenians marched ftrait forward along the 
jhore, the Lacedemonians took a compafs by the hills. The 
former, after an obftinate refiftance, forced the Perfian camp, 
about the fame time that the latter attacked them in the 
rear ; the Samians, in the midft of the battle catching up 
whatever came to hand, fell upon the Perftans in their very 
camp, and the Mile/tans who were to have guarded the paf- 
fes, as foon as the Perftans fled, fell upon them, and either 
killed them, or made them prifoners k . A very odd circum- 
flance, which, according to the fuperftition of thofe times, 
pa/Ted for miraculous, contributed much to the gaining of 
this vi&ory ; it was this : About the time the battle began a 
rumour was fpread throughout the army, that the Barbarians 
were beaten at Plataa, though, as we have obferved, that 
engagement happened in the morning of that day, in the even- 
ing of which this happened at Mycale \ but of this ftrange 
bufinefs, which fome modern writers have treated very obfeure- 
ly, the reader .hath received a fatisfa&ory account in the 
note (I) l . 

Paufanias Paufanias was afterwards fent to take the command of the 
intrigues fleet, with ftrift orders to free the Grecian cities from the Per- 
*withhx- ji an garifons ; on this defign he failed with a great 
tabazus. fl eet t0 Cyprus, thence to Byzantium, which according 
h* F\ d t0 ' n ^ ru ^ ons be fet at liberty, and this feems to 
2 -28 ° Q ' have k een * c °^ ^ s ex P*°* ts 5 ^ or immediately up- 
Before u P on t ' 1 ' s ^ e ^ ln *° a f can( klous treaty with the Perftans, af* 
Chrifl feeing by the affiftance of the great king to make himfelf fo- 

vereign of Greece ; that at this time he firft entered into thefe 
practices appears froip hence ; he fent fuch Perftans of great 
quality as he took in Byzantium to Gongylus of Eretria, tel- 
ling the Grecian chiefs that he referved them for punifhment, 
whereas he had privately given directions that they fhould be 
fent back in fafety to ] Xerxes »». As foon as he had conceived 
thefe ftrange notions in his head, he fell into the manners of 
the Perftans, affe&ed all tjieir luxury, and derided the plain 
cuftoms of his country, of which he had formerly been fo fond ; 
another a£tion happened at Byzantium extremely prejudicial to 
his chara&er, and which fome fay difturbed him to his death ; 
he fell violently in love with a young lady named Cleonice, 
whom her parents, fearing to deny him, forced to take part of 
his bed i but Ihe in great modefty defiring that the lights might 
be put ouf , when flic came into his chamber, unfortunately 

* Herqdot. ^anley's Hiftory of Man. Bbau- 

cha^p's Bffaya, c. i, feft. vi. » Diodor. Sicul. lib. xi. 
Cohn. Net os, in vit. Paviam. 
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ftumbled on ant extinguifhed lamp, whereupon he, awaken- 
ing, and fearing that fome aflaffin had broke into his room, 
catched up his fword, and mortally wounded her. His afflic- 
tion for this accident put him almoft befide himfelf ° ; the al- 
lies in the mean time took great umbrage at his conduct, and 
privately fent to accufe him at Sparta ; in the interim they 
deprived him of his command, and even befieged him in 2?y- 
zantium o - 9 efcaping, however, from thence, he fled to He~ 
raclea^ where he endeavoured, according to the methods then 
in ufe, to pacify the ghoft of Cleonice. In this place he met 
with certain perfons who had, or pretended to have, the pow- 
er of railing the fpirits of perfons deceafed, and who at hi* 
intreaty brought up that of his miftrefs, who to all his quef- 
tions gave him this fhort anfwer : When you come to Sparta, 
you will find an end to all your misfortunes Accordingly 
when he came home, the epbori caufed him to be feized ; but 
having no fufficient evidence, and not caring in all probability 
to proceed with rigour againft fo eminent a perfon on bare fuf- 
picions, he was for a time enlarged. Thefe warnings did not 
deter him from carrying on the proje£b he had formed. Ar- 
tabazus was the perfon he negotiated with, and between them 
they fixed this rule ; that whoever brought any of Paufanias 9 * 
epiftles fhould immediately be put to death, that there might 
be no poflibility of producing witnefles againft him But 
growing impatient, and finding that Themiflocles y notwith- 
standing the injuries done him by the Athenians^ would not en- 
ter into his meafures, Paufanias wrote in peremptory terms 
to Artabazus 9 and confided his letters to Argilius his particu- 
lar favourite, and as fome fay his catamite. This man, confi- 
dering with himfelf that none of Paufanias 's meflengers were 
eome back again, determined to open his letters, and finding 
by their contents that he was to have met with no better treat- 
ment than his predeceffors, he carried them dire&ly to the 
epbori) who difcovered much from them, but yet not enough 
to convict Paufanias ; but Argilius foon helped this out, for 
retiring toTanarus^ and pretending there to pay his devotions 
to Neptune y he fet up a double tent ; in one part of which he 
concealed certain Spartans^ and in the other he entertained 
PaufaniaSy who came to expoftulate with him for not carry- 
ing his letters j by thefe expoftulations, thofe who overheard 
them became direffc witneiFes againft him, fo that at his re- 
turn to Sparta^ the ephori determined to imprifon him, of 

n PtUT.in vit. Cimonia. o Diodor. Sicul. ubi fupra. 

Corn. Nbpos. in vit. Paufan. p PtOT. in vit. Cimonis. 

^DiODoa. Sicvr,, ubi fupra. Justin, lib. ii. c, 15. 
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which having fome intelligence, he retired to the temple of 
Minerva Cha/cidica 7 and there took lan&uaiy, which gave 
occafion to one of the moft extraordinary proceedings any 
where recorded in hiftory j for the Lacedemonians, not can- 
ing to invade the fan&uary, were at a lofs what to do, till the 
mother of Paufanias taking a tile in her hand came to the 
temple, and laid it down at the door, after which, without 
fpeakingaword, fhe retired to her own houfej the Spartans> 
having confidered her conduct, following her example blocked 
up the gate, and, thus preventing his going out, reduced him 
to the neceflity of ftarving in the temple- When they were 
fure he was dead, they opened the gate again, and taking out 
his bo:ly delivered it to his relations r . About this time Leo- 
tychides, being fent wich a great army to chaftife the Thejfali- 
artsy who had fhewn themfclves no friends to Greece in general, 
and expreflei a particular enmity towards Sparta , inftead of 
doing his duty, after he had obtained a viftory, and reduced the 
enemy into very bad circumftances, began to receive bribes, 
and informations being thereupon given in againft him, he 
was furprifed in his tent with money in both hands. Return- 
ing to Sparta, and finding that his citizens were in no humour 
todifpenfe with his infidelity, he to avoid their fury fled to 
Tegea, and died there in exile, having furvived his fon Zra- 
xidamus, in whom he placed all his hopes'*.. 

Plijlarchus the fon of Leonidas, to whorn. P-aufanias was 

t live long he was fucceeded by Pit/lot 



97/ reign* 
cf Fliftar . 



toanax, 



u fon of Paufanias, the next legal heir of the royal family, as 
Leatychides. was by his grandfon Archidamus ; as for Plijioanax^ 

Xidamus ^ e was a P" nce ^ a ver y m ^ an ^ P eacea ble difpoiition* one 

" who gave no umbrage to his fellow-citizens, and who, in their 

quarrels with the Athenians, a£ted according to their directi- 
ons, and did not endeavour to embroil them, that he might 
make himfelf the more neceffary to them L . Archidamus was 
of a like difpoiition, and it may be truly faid, that under the 
reigns of thefe princes the Spartans felt no mifchiefs but what 
they brought upon themfelves, and had no good luck but what 
was derived to them from their kings and their family ; for in 
the nonage of Pliflaanax Nicomedes the fon of Cleombrotus a£ted 
as his tutor. At the end of the LXKVII olympiad a moft 
dreadful earthquake happened at Sparta : Di odor us fays, that 
twenty thoufand perfons loft their lives, and Plutarch affirms, 

* 

r Plut. in Parallel x. in vit. Themift. in Apophth. Mulier. La- 
fc'on. Thucyd. lib. i. Corn. Nepos, in vit. Paufan. Poly jen. 
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that only five houfes in the city efcaped ruin 5 in the midft of 
this general confufion, Archidamus gave fuch an inftance of 
his wifdom and firmnefs, as muft render him everlaftingly ad- 
mired ; confidering with himfelf that his citizens were of far 
greater value than even their raoft valuable effe&s, and yet 
feeing that to fave thefe they were ready to rifque themfelves, 
he caufed an alarm to be founded, as if an enemy had been 
juft at hand, whereupon in hafte they armed themfelves and 
repaired into the field, which wrought them double hfety ; 
for the Helotes, now conceiving that they had a fit time to be 
revenged of their cruel mafters, unanimoully took up arms, 
and marched boldly to Sparta, expecting they fhould find none 
to withftand them 5 but they were greatly miftaken, for Ar- 
chtdamus, with his citizens compleatly armed, made fuch a 
ftand, that they were conftrained to retire. However, know- 
ing they could now expeft no favour from their Jords, whom they 
had fo ill-treated in the time of their diftrefs, they determined 
with themfelves to perfift in their revolt, and to truft for a 
pacification to their /words, rather than to their intreaties 
Many reafons contributed toftrengthen the Helotes in this de- 
termination j the Spartans were already embroiled with the 
Athenians, who were inclined to difpute with them the fove- 
reignty of Greece ; the Mejfenians began to fhew evident marks 
of their refentment of the indignities and oppreffions which 
were thrown upon them ; the reft of the Peloponnefian ftates 
were not a little diflatisfied, fo that never were the Lacedemo- 
nians lefs able to aft vigoroufly againft their rebellious fubje£fc 
than at prefent. The firft ftep they took, after throwing off 
the yoke, was feizing a port in Mejfcnia, from whence they 
made continual inroads into Laconia, burning and pillaging 
all the villages they came to ; the Spartans in this diftrefs ap- 
plied themfelves to Athens for afliftance, which after fome 
oppofition was granted them, and fent under the command of 
Cimon thefonof Miltiades\ they likewife folicited their other 
allies, who, feeing the readinefs of the Athenians, and confi- 
dering the great fer vices which all Greece had received from 
Sparta, likewife fent their quotas, which enabled Archida?nus 
to take the field, notwithftanding the Mejfenians had joined 
with the Helotes, and fortified Ithome \ Ic is not verv dear, 
whether there happened any general battle or not ; but howe- 
ver it was, the Helotes and Mejfenians thought it better to re- 
tire to Ithome, than to abide (the Spartan army in the fidd, 
whereby the latter, much againft their wills, were conftram 

"Diodor Sicul. ubi fupra Pai/san. in Meflcn. Just i v. aja- 
fupra. Plut. in vit. Cimon. *f)ioooR Sico/-. lib. ,u. 
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ed to make the fiege of this city j for, as we have more than 
once obferved, this was a part of the military fcience, in which 
the Lacedemonians were but indifferently lkilled > it was chiefly 
on this account that they befought the aid of the Athenians* 
and yet, when their troops came before the city, and behaved 
themfelves more actively than the Spartans themfelves, they 
grew jealous of them * and being fearful left the ftrangers in 
their army might be corrupted, and, being countenanced by 
the Athenians* go over to the enemy,they difmifled the latter, 
telling them they had no further occafion for their fervice 
which exceedingly incenfed the people of Athens* and made them 
more ready to think of any method to reduce the Spartan great- 
nefs than hitherto they had been *. While things were in this 
fituation, the Phocians made war upon the Dorians who inha- 
bited mount Parnajfus* and took from them feveral cities, and 
amongft the reft their capital. Thefe Dorians being originally 
Lacedemonians* the Spartans difpatched an army under the 
command of Nicomedes * he quickly reduced the Phocians to 
reafon, and fet all things right ; but returning with his ar- 
my, the Athenians* joining the Argives and Thejfalians* fliut 
up the paflages into Peloponnefus : Nicomedes upon this re- 
tired towards Tanagra in Bceotia* whither the Athenians fol- 
lowed him, and forced him to an engagement, wherein, 
the Thejfalians deferting them, they had much the worft * ; 
the next year the Lacedemonians affifted the Thebans againft 
the Athenians* but were therein fo unfortunate as to be to- 
tally routed at Tanagra with great lofs.The Meffenian war was 
ftill carried on, and was not like to be terminated even in the 
tenth year, Ithome being naturally a ftrong place, and the 
oracle at Delphi having threatened the Spartans* if they in- 
jured the fuppliants of Jupiter Ithome ; wherefore they were 
forced to turn their fiege into a blockade, and at laft heark- 
ened to terms of accommodation, whereby it was agreed, 
that the Mejfenians ihould depart Peloponne/us* never to re- 
turn, on pain of becoming flaves if they did a j thefe poor 
people were thereupon received with their wives and children 
by the Athenians* rather out of fpleen to Sparta* than any 
great defire to render fervice to the diftrefled. They granted 
them Naupaclus for their refidence, from whence they after- 
wards brought them to inhabit part of their own country, of 
which in the courfe of the Peloponneftan war they difpoffefled 
the Lacedemonians b. The next war the Lacedemonians un- 
dertook was that ftiled the facred* by fome thePhocian* war ; 

' Plut. in vit. Cimon. Thucyd. lib. i. » DiODOR.ubi 
fupraTHuevD. ubi fupra. *Pausan. Mcflen. *Thucvd. lib. iv. 
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*he end of it was to put the temple at Delphi into the hands 
of the inhabitants of the country, whereas it had before be- 
longed to the Phocians, which the Spartans efrc&ed, and for 
which the Delphians by a decree conferred on the Lacedemo- 
nians a right of firfl: confuting the oracie, which decree they 
engraved on the forehead of a brazen wolf confecratcd in the 
temple. The Athenians (oon after reftored the temple to the 
Phocians 9 znd from them obtained the fame privilege which the 
Delphians had granted to the Spartans, and this decree they 
caufed to be engraven on the richt fide of the wolf, The 
Lacedemonians c having induced the Boeotians to revolt from 
the Athenians , and To Im ides , who a t tc m pted to reduce them, 
being flain, and Euheca at the fame time revolting, they held 
this a fit feafon for giving a mortal blow to Athens ; for which 
caufe Plijloanax was ordered to invade the Athenian territories 
with a great army with him : being but young, Qcondrides 
was fent to direct him, but he proved an unlucky guardian \ 
for being a lover of money, he accepted a bribe from Pericles* 
and pcrfuaded the king to return home without effecting any 
thing, for which the Spartans fentenced him to death, and 
drove their king into banifhment ; not long after a peace was 
made berween this nation and the Athenians, which though it 
lafted for fome time, yet was it far from extingui/hing that 
hatred which for fome time had burnt in the bofoms of both d . 
Atfirft the Athenians had the ftronger party among the Greek** 
becaufe the Lacedemonians had behaved with haughtinefs while 
they held the fovereignty ; but the Athenians gaining power, 
and making as bad ule of it, or worfe, almoft all Greece^ ex- 
cept the ftates immediately under her jurifdiflion, and even 
fome of them alfo, hated her, and applied themfelves to the 
Spartans. In the fourteenth year of the truce, which was to 
have lafted thirty, a great aflembly of deputies from the ftates 
of Pehpomiefus and other parts of Greece was held at Lacede- 
mon, where they unanimoufly accufed the Athenians of ty- 
ranny, oppreffion, injuftice, plundering them of vaft fums 
of money, and in fine of a multitude of other crimes, be- 
feeching the Lacedemonians to ftir in the common caufe of 
Greece, and not fuffer the Athenians to cfledt what the Per- 
[tan king with all his power was not able to perform. Some 

amhafTadors of Atleus, who were by chance in the city, de- 
fended the caufe of their country Hourly. The Spartan:;* 

however, having heard both parties, were grearly inclined 
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immediately to declare war againft the Athenians e . But Ar- 
chidamus, like a wife and good prince, interpofed, and ad- 
vifed them to weigh well the ftep they were about to take ; he 
fhevved them, that comparing their own ftate with that of A- 
thens, not only the aid of the Greeks, but of the Barbarians 
alfo, was ncceflary ; he demonftrated, that the invafion of 
Attica would fignify little ; that if they went flowly into this 
bufmefs, the Athenians might probably return to a proper 
temper, and make iatisfa£tion to their allies ; that at leaft 
they would preferve their own reputation, and would enable 
themfelves to carry on the war with effeft. But Sthenelaides % 
one of the ephori, declared himfelf of a different fentiment i 
he alledged, that it was a great happinefs for Sparta, that 
other ftatcs had taken umbrage at her rival ; that if /he was 
not quickly pulled down, their united ftrength would be too 
little ; and that if they took not this opportunity, they might 
never have it in their power at all. At his motion therefore 
war was decreed immediately, after which deputies were fent 
to confult the oracle at Delphi, whence they received a rc- 
fponfe fuited to their wifhes. Ambafladors were likewife 
fent to all the allies to defire them to prepare their quotas, and 
alfo to Athens to offer peace upon certain conditions, which 
at the motion of Pericles were reje&ed f . 

The firft adlion of the P eloponnefian war was the attempt 
made upon Platcea by the Thebans ; immediately after this 
both parties took the field, all the P eloponnefians , except the 
Ar 'gives and Acbeans, fid ed with Sparta ; without Peloponne- 
Jus the Megarians, Phocians, Locrians, Basotians, Ambraci- 
ots, Leucadians, and Anadorians ; the Corinthians, Megari- 
ans, Sicyonians, Psllenians, Eleans, Ambraciots, and Leuca- 
dians, furnifhed fhips, the Boeotians, Phocians, and Locrians 
fent cavalry, the reft of the ftatcs furnifhed their refpeflive 
quotas in foot. Ar chidamus, at the head of a mighty army, 
marched to the frontiers of Attica, from whence he difpatched 
a mcflenger to Athens, being very defirous even to the laft of 
avoiding if poffible this war but the mcflenger was fent back 
unheard, and the enemies of Ar chidamus beginning to infi- 
nuate, that, out of friend/hip to the Athenians, he betrayed 
i he common caufc, he marched into Attica, and penetrated 
within a few miles of Athens itfelf, deftroying the country, 
and wafting all things in a terrible manner, after which he 
returned through Bacotia into Pcloponncfus K . In the mean 
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time the Athenian fleet infefted the coaft of Laconia, and the 
troops on board it landing befieged Methone^ to the relief of 
which Brafidas the Spartan hafted with a hundred men, and 
breaking with much ado through the enemy, got fafe into the 
town, where he made fo vigorous a refiftance, that the Athe- 
nians were forced to retire \ the fame year the inhabitants of 
Mgina, being expelled by the Athenians, fled into Peloponne- 
fas, and had the diftrift of Thyrea afiigned them by the Spar- 
tans. In the fpring of the fecond year Archidamus entered 
Attica again, but after remaining there forty days, bearing that 
Pericles with a great army wafted Peloponnefus y he returned 
to a/lift his countrymen, the rather becaufe the plague raged 
violently in Attica h . In the third year Archidamus befieged 
Platcea, which making an obftinate defence, he was con- 
ftrained to turn his fiege into a blockade. In* the fourth year 
he entered Attica the third time, and wafted all the ripe 
corn, whereby the Athenians were greatly diftreiTed $ the 
fame year the Mitylenians revolted from the Athenians, and 
in the winter of that year Plataa was reduced to fuch ftraits, 
that part of its garifon forced their way through the Pelopon- 
nefian guards, and efcaped to Athens ; the reft were in the 
beginning of the next year forced to yield, and were all put 
to death, the city being rafed to the ground, notwkhftand- 
ing the generous zeal fhehad exprefTed in the caufe of Greece, 
in the memorable battle fought on her territories ». This 
year alfo Archidamus died in a good old age, and after a very 
long reign ; he was one of the heft kings that Sparta ever 
had, and this will in ibme meafure appear from the following 
faying of his ; being afked, JVho ivere governors at Sparta, he 
anfwered, The laws, and the ma gift x rates according to thofe 

laws ; he left behind him two fons Agis and Agrftlaus, the 
eldeft of which fucceeded him k . 

In the fpring after his father's death Agis invaded Attica, The reign 
and while he was employed there the Athenians feized Pylus,*/ Agis. 
whither he was forced to haftcn, but to little purpofe, a hun-^earof 
died and twenty of the nobility of Sparta being taken and tJle ^°°d 
jent prifuners to Athens; not Ions after the Athenians fcized 2 ^ 1, 
the ifland of Cythera, and filled ft with a colony of ^#-fo^hrift 
nians, who proved the bittereft enemies, as indeed they \^ 1 
might well, to the Lacedeynoninns l . Thyrea was alio taken, , 
and the poor inhabitants of /Egina who had icttled there were 
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mafTacred. To remove the war to a greater diftance, the 
Lacedemonians fent Brafidas their famous general into Thrace * 
where he effectually anfwered their expectations, and humbled 
the pride of the Athenians. When he was about to march w ith 
the army, proclamation was made by command of the ephori y 
that fuch of the Helotes as were willing to enlift themfelves 
as voluntiers fhould be manumitted \ which propofition being 
joyfully accepted by two thoufand of them, they were ac- 
cordingly fet at liberty, but their liberty confifted only in be- 
ing fhewn a /hurt road into another world ; for they having 
pointed out to their jealous matters, who amongfr. them were 
molt: warlike, they were immediately difpatched privately, 
and feven hundred of the ftoutcft of the remaining Helotes 
were, together with a thoufand mercenary P clop onne fans y 
fent with Brafidas™. Thucyd'ules the hiftorian commanded 
the Athenian forces at that time in Thrace, and performed 
there whatever could be expected from a wife man, and an 
experienced commander ; but the fortune of Brafidas, the 
valour of his forces, and the pronenefs of the people of the 
country to fide with him againft the Athenians, gave fuch high 
advantages to the Lacedemonians and their allies, that Amphi- 
polls and feveral other cities were taken. The ufe made of 
this at Sparta was to fet new negociations on foot, partly 
becaufe the war was very burthenfome, and partly becaufe 
Brafidas was greatly envied. With much ado ~ tnice was 
concluded for a year, at the end of which Brafidas fell upon 
Clean, who commanded the Athenian forces in the neighbour- 
hood of Amphipolis, and gained a great victory, Clean himfelf 
with fix hundred Athenians being flain, with the lofs only of 
feven Spartans ; and yet this victory was too dear, Brafidas 
being mortally wounded. He was certainly one of the brav- 
eft, and one of the modefteft men of his age, admired of all 
men for his great exploits, while at the fame time he be- 
haved with as much humility as the meaneft citizen at Spar- 
ta ; he exactly made good the letter he fent the ephori, when 
he fir ft arrived in Thrace, and which was conceived in thefe 
words \ JVhat is for the honour of the Jlate I will perform, or 
die". Plutarch has prefcrved a faying of his, which both its 
good (cn^c, and its being his, render worthy of being tran- 
feribed here. Looking one day among fome dried figs, he 
catched a moufc, which immediate! v turned and bit his fin- 

m 

gers, whereupon he let ir go ; J ;// fee, faid he to fome who 
irood near hun, That creatures that htrjc but little jhength 
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can get rid of invader if they dare exert the little they have °. 
The great mifchiefs which this captain had wrought the A- 
thenians, and the mighty lofs which the Spartans conceived 
they had fuftained by his death, determined both frates to 
put an end to the war \ Plijioanax laboured all he could to 
promote this difpofition, perfuading himfelf, that in a time 
of peace he fhould be better able to deal with his mutinous 
fubjecis than while a war was carrying on, the various events 
of which put it in their power to find daily new matter of 
reproach againft him. We have feen on what account he 
was banifhed, and we are aflured, that he lived in exile nine- 
teen years ; his return was wrought by a rcTponfe from Del- 
phi, concerning which the Spartans afteded afterwards to 
have many doubts, whether it came really from the god, or 
from fome of Pli/loanax's agents p . The king, however, get- 
ting the ephori for the time prefent to join with him, pro- 
cured a peace to be concluded after the war had raged ten 
years. The peace was hardly made before new intrigues 
were fet on foot in Peloponnefus : The Corinthians, and in 
general the allies of Sparta, were greatly offended with the 
peace, becaufe it did not exactly anfwer their private pur- 
pofes ; befides they were apprchenfivc left Sparta and Athens 
fhould enter into a clofe union, whereby the dominion of Pe- 
Icponnefus might be left to the former, and the fovcreignty of 
the iflands with the Grecian colonies in J fa transferred to the 
latter. To defeat tin's fcheme, if any fuch there was or 
fhould be, fcveral of the Pcloponnefian ftates leagued thcrh- 
felves with Argos, a very powerful republic, which had never 
any great friend/hip for Sparta, and which at this time feem- 
ed to threaten her ; this league made the Lacedemonians very 
uncafy, and the more, when they found that the Arg\vcs y 
and thofe who were allied with them, were negociating at 
Athens. Thither therefore the Lacedemonians fent their am- 
ba/Iadors, who in all probability would have carried their 
point, if they had depended upon Nicias their old and con- 
ftant friend ; but fuffering them (elves to be deceived by ibe 
artifices of Alcibiadcs, who, a&ing on his uncle Pcricles's 
maxims, fought to revive the war, they thcmfclves were 
drawn to give the Athenians peat fufpicion The next 
year the new ephori grew I ike wife fond of war, and thouc.li 
Nicias ftrongly laboured to compote all did ere news, yet all he 

0 P r. 17 t . Apopluh. Lacon. v Thucvd. lib. v. Pro- 
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could obtain was no more than the fwearing to the peace anew, 
which he well enough underftood would not content his ci- 
tizens r . In the fummer when the XCth olympiad was cele- 
brated, the Lacedemonians received an high affront. The 
Eleans refufed to let them facrifice, or in any manner par- 
take of the facred rites, placing a ftrong guard on the tem- 
ple in order to prevent it ; the reafon affigned for this was, 
that the Lacedemonians , while former Olympics were held, 
had feized the cattle of Pboricus, for which they were fined 
two hundred drachmae, which fine they not having paid, they 
infifted on excluding them- The Lacedemonians would have 
excufed themfelves by their ambafladors, but their excufes 
were not accepted, and fo they were forced to facrifice at 
home, which highly incenfed them f (K). A quarrel hap- 
pened 

r Diodor. Sicul. ubi fupra. Plut. in vita Nic. f Thu- 
cyd. ubi fupra. Diodor. Sicul. ubi fupra. Pausan. in E- 
leis. 

(K) Of the Olympic games we have elfewhere fpoken fomewhat 
(38), but not enough to make either this and many other pafla- 
ges, which will hereafter follow, perfectly clear ; and therefore 
we will take this opportunity of fupplying thefe deficiencies here. 
The olympiads were not, as fome imagine, celebrated every fifth 
year, nor were they, ftrictly fpeaking, celebrated every fourth year. 
They were held in the fecond month of the fifth year, or, if it 
be poflible to exprefs it clearer, after the completion of four full 
years (39). They began on the eleventh day of the lunar month, 
and lafted till the fifteenth, when the moon was full ; there are 
various accounts of the inftitutions of thefe games, but the mod 
fatisfaclory is that given by Strabo, who in his description of Eli* 
fays, that an JEtolian colony, together with fome of Hercules' 5 
pofterity, after having fubdued many of the Pifreau towns, and a- 
mongft them Olympia, there inftitutcd thefe folemnities (40). The 
care and management of thefe games belonged originally to the 
Tifrcans, but afterwards to the Eleans, by whom the P if at ant were 
deflroyed, and their very name extinguifhed ; for the mofr part 
this nation enjoyed a profound tranquillity, the Greeks, out of a 
religious refpedt to their fuperintendency of thefe games, not iuf- 
fering the found of war to be heard amongfl them ; which will 
be the lefs wondered at, if we confider, that during the celebra- 
tion of thefe games there was a general truce that all the inhabi- 
tants of Greece might be at liberty to afiill at them ; and in conic - 
quence cf a breach of this truce, the Eleans proceeded in the man- 

(38) Vniivrfal Hiftory Vol. V, p. 554, and note (F). (39 Jiban. 
Tzetz. Chiliad, i. H<jl. 21. {.y> t Giogr. lib. viii. 
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pened in the winter betewen the Heracleans of Trachinia and 
the Thejfalians^ wherein Penares a Lacedemonian general was 
flain ; however, the Corinthians were with-held from joining 
with the Argives, which gave fome hopes that the power of 
that republic might be weakened c . The next year the Ar- 
gives attempted to furprize Epidaurus, in hopes of fecuring 
themfelves on that fide againft the Corinthians^ and alfo o- 
pen an eafy paflage to their allies the Athe.iais \ in the win- 
ter the Lacedemonians put a gariibn of three hundred men in- 
to Epidaurns* The next dimmer Sparta refolved to exert 
herfelf, and to crufh at once the Argives and their allies. 
With this view the ephori and fenate fent to exhort all their 
confederates to be in readinefs to take the field early, as they 
themfelves would be ; they accordingly appeared, and king 
Agis, at the head of the Spartans, Arcadians, Boeotians, Co- 
rinthians, Sicyonians, Pellenians, Phliajians, and Megarians^ 
entered the territory of Argos with fuch an army as had not 
been feen fince the beginning of the Peloponnejian war. The 
Argives were very ill prepared, the fuccours they expedled from 
Athens not being arrived ; however, they refolved to fight, 
though with inferior forces ; but at the very inftant the en- 
gagement fliould have begun, two of the Argive captains cri- 

c Diodoeu & Thucyd. ubi fupra. 

ner above defcribed againft the Spartans (41). The fecurhy, 
which for the generality thefe people enjoyed, made them addid 
themfelves more to hufbandry than any other people of Greece, 
becaufe they were under no fort of reftraint nor apprehenfion in 
their fields, but were confidered as fervants of the Olympian Jupi- 
ter. Atfirft they appointed one judge only : At the fifteenth o- 
Jympiad they afligned two, and by degrees thefe fwelled to no 
lefs than twelve, one being chofen out of each of the El can tribes 
(42I. When the Arcadians became too powerful for the E leans, 
the number decreafed again; yet even in the reign of the Roman 
emperor Adrian there were no fewer of them than ten. All the 
perfons who fought to contend in thefe games were obliged to 
appear ten months before at Elis, where from that time till the 
games were over they were obliged to refiJe, and to prepare 
themfelves after a certain fettled method for their exercifes. At 
the folemnity the Hellanadicrc, that is, the EL-an judges, far naked, 
having the wictoral crown before them, which, when the games 
were over, they prefented to him whole due they concaved it :o 

be (43)* 

( 1 1 ) Died Sicul. tih. xi. (4 • ) Pa: m • v r.'/>r . ' . \\ < ! . ■/,;/.< ? ' - 
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ed out to king Agis, that their citizens were willing to do 
whatever was jy ft, and to makepeace with the Lacedemo- 
nians ; which made fuch an impreiiion on the king, who was a 
prince of a mild and benevolent difpofition, that he immedi- 
ately contented to a truce of four months ; which exceedingly 
provoked the allies of Sparta, who could not bear after all their 
preparations to fee nothing efiected. On the return therefore 
of Agis to Sparta, his citizens condemned him to pay a great 
fine, and would have rafed his houfe, if he had not promifed 
them to redeem his honour by fume great exploit when he 
ftiould be next employed, with which, however, they were 
hardly to be pacified ; but what feems more extraordinary is, 
that the Argivcs were fo unreafonablc as to punifh their cap- 
tains for having prefcrved them from ruin, nay they carried 
their rage fo far, that they had certainly knocked them in the 
head with ftoncs, if they had not retired into fan&uary u . 
The true rcafon why the Argivcs were fo warm was, becaufe 
the Athenians had fent them a fupply of one thou fund foot 
and three hundred horfe under the command of Alcibiadcs, at 
whofe inftigation they folemnly renounced the truce made 
with Agis. When the Spartans were informed of this, they 
prepared to take the field ; but they would not intruft their 
king with the command of the army, without aligning him 
ten councilors or field-deputies, without whofe approbation 
he was to attempt nothing. At Mantinea the armies fronted 
each other, being the greateft that the Greeks had ever brought 
into the field againft each other ; but the Argivcs and their 
allies were more numerous than the Spartans ; fome therefore 
advifed king Agis not to fight, to which he anfwered coolly, 
If we would rule many, we mujl fight many *. He difpofed 
his troops in excellent order, and gave directions fuitable to 
the occafion, but the generals under him did not behave fo 
wvl! ; fo that, while the right wing which was under his 
command carried all before it, the left was routed, which 
wh.cn /Igis beheld, he notwithftanding continued his purfuit ; 
;m.! when the cnemv was entirely broken in their left and 

0 * 

centre, he turned fhorr, and charged their right in flank and 
rear, and after an obflin.itc reuflance defeated them alfo, and 
g.mu.d a complete victory. King Plijicaiui.x with a body of 
referve winch had been left at Spurt i, hearing of the great 
ailid.uKv A\hiwh the A "gives had received, marched to the 
reinforcement o( Agis ami his countrymen ; but arrived nut 
(il! the \ictoi v was gained, fo that his prefence being no lon- 

■• T'ii-cv'.i r'»i fup-a Dioro' uoi feprn. P \ u s a n . in Argol. 
Pi •* : . l \ :: \ tio...d. s Pi. v i . Apopr.thcyn, Lacon. 
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Ser neceffary, he returned prefcntfy after with his troops to 
Lacedemon. The ArghesznA their allies loft eleven hundred 
men in this battle, in which there fell three hundred Spartans ; 
as for the allies of Sparta, as they did little, fo they fuffered 
little y. After this things continued in Greece in great con- 
fufion ; the faftion in Argos who were for oligarchy Tiding 
with Sparta, thofe who afYe£ted democracy with the Atheni- 
ans 1 great ftirs there were, and little peace. The Athenians 
at laft ventured to break the league by attacking the 
iJle of Melos, of which, however, the Spartans would take 
no notice, only they caufed proclamation to be made, that, 
fince the Athenians prey'd upon their fuhjeds without regard 
to laws, their fubje&s might if they pleafed prey upon the 
Athenians. The miferies which her ambition had brought upon 
her were fo evident in this ftate, that flie began now to a<5l 
with more wifdom and mildnefs than hitherto fhe had done ; 
the Helotes were treated with lenity, a thoufand of them were 
actually fet at liberty for the fervice they had performed under 
Brafidas ; their allies were ufed with mildnefs and refpedr, 
and the confequences of thefe meafures were, that matters 
began to take another afpefr. ; the Athenians, grafping too 
many things and adiing haughtily, were defpifed, while Sparta 
gained the command and the hearts of moft of the Pe/opanne- 
fwns 2 . In the laft year of the XCIId olympiad PUJloanax 
died \ the laft act. of his life which was memorable was refet- 
tling the affairs of the Parrhaftans, who were torn with 
inteftine warsj during the time of his exile his fon 
Paufaniashzd the regal title, his uncle Cleomenes a&ing as his 
tutor , but when Plijioanx was recalled, he again alTumed 
the regal dignity, in which the fame Paufanias fucceeded 
him at his death 3 . 

Agis king of Sparta was fent with an army againft the Ag\$ enters 
Eleans, to revenge the difhonour done the republic, by for- tbeterrko- 
bidding them to be prcfentat the Olympinn games. This wjr riesofRWs. 
was of fume coni'in'.jance ; the firft year the king penetrated Year of 
as far almoft as the mount Qlympuj ; but an earthquake hap- tac "°°d» 
piling while he was in the field, his forces would needs re- 2 v9' 
turn h ->rnc. 'i he next year Agis invaded Elis again and did J^" 0 j^ 
a gieat deal of niifclucf ; whereupon Xeniai an Elean put \ ' 
Ijimfcif ai. the head oi ;t \>d\'ty and declared for the Lacedcmoiii- 
am, feckingin truth to ellabli/h an oligarchy ; but Tbrafydrtis, 
who was at the head of the other fail ion, prevailed, and 

* TiJucyn ubi fupra, Diodor. uhi fupri. Plu j. in vi\ A' i- 
biad. 3 Pau^an Lacon. Tunc* o ubi fupra. 'Thucto. 
ubi fupra. Diodor, Si cut. ubi fupra. 
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drove him out of the city. The third year Agis entered 
Elis again, and after remaining there fome time, he left a 
part of his army under the command of Lyfiftratus a Spar- 
tan, with orders to fupport Xenias and his friends. Thrafy- 
drus, feeing plainly that his country would be ruined, came 
to a compofition with Xenias, and by his means treated with 
the Spartans, whereupon a peace enfued b . The Pelopon- 
ncftan war now broke out again : The Athenians had fent a 
great army into Sicily^ the confequence of which being con- 
fidercd, the Lacedemonians fent Gylippus to aflift the Syra- 
cufians with a fmall force, but with promife of farther fupply 
which was likewife performed c. About the fame time Aid- 
biades repaired to Sparta, being expelled his own country by 
a prevailing faction ; he fell immediately into the Spartan 
manner of living, which equally endeared him to the men 
and to the women ; to the former he promifed, that he would 
put them in a £hort train of ending the war, and to the latter 
he pretended, that there were no women comparable to thofe 
of Sparta. Agis was at firft fo charmed with him, that he 
took him home to his houfe ; but he made him a very ill return 
for that favour by debauching his wife. As to the promifes 
he had made the fenate, he performd them tolerably well ; for 
when he went with Agis to invade Attica, he advifed him to 
fortify the cattle of Decelca, which had never been thought 
of before, and which proved fuch a thorn to the Athenians* 
as diftrefled them more than all that happened to them be- 
fides \ for now the Spartans did not come, as formerly, once 
a year into their neighbourhood, but were there continually; 
fo that either they could not plough or low at all, or, if they 
did, their enemies bore away the crop d . The Spartans were 
fo well pleafed at this counfel of Aid biades, that they cried 
him up as a captain far fupcrior to any of their own chiefs, 
which brought on him the envy of the nobility, which with 
the jealoufy of Agis made him glad to quit Laconia, to feck 
among the Barbarians a place of fafety. Timaa the wife or 
Agis brought forth about this time a fon, who was called Lco- 
tych'uUs, concerning whom Agis (aid publicly, that Aldbiadcs 
was his father j Tim era increaled the fufpicion as to her foil's 
birth by her own foolilh behaviour, for Ihe was ever telling 
her maids, that the boy's name ought to be Ahibiades initcad 
of LrofyJjides\ and thus, while the child's birth was canvaJicd 
at home, Alcibiadcs confirmed all the fuipiciuns abroad, by 

lj Pausan. in PJck c Th uc yd. lib. vi. Dionou. Sicul. 
lib x:ii V\.v\\ in vie Nic. Ju vr in. I. iv. l * Diodor. Sicci.. 
Hb) tuj'i.i [' l u r . in vit. Alcibiad. Corn. Nepos, in vit. Alcibiad. 
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laying, openly, that he did not debauch Tim&a out of 7uft, 
but from the ambition he had of having fome of his pofterity 
reign over the Spartans e ; but his folly defeated his wicked- 
nefs, as we fliall fee hereafter, and deprived the unhappy Leo— 
tychides of his fcicceffion. Gylippus all this while managed 
their affairs in Sicily with great reputation - 9 at firft he was 
little fet by, even among the Syracuftans whom he came to 
affift, becaufe of the plainnefs of his garb and of his fpeech ; 
but when by degrees they came to know him better, when 
they faw that the foldiers confided in him, and that great 
fuccours were fent him from Peloponnefus, they treated him 
with greater refpeS, and at laft ran into the other extreme, 
and would have put all things into his hands 3 but he was far • 
from making an ill ufe of his power, he knew he was fent to 
relieve the Sicilians, and not to opprefs them ; he was, howe- 
ver, covetous, and we fliall fee hereafter how that vice not only 
tarnifhed all his good qualities, but deflxoyed his fortune and 
ruined his reputation f . The defeat of the Athenians in Sicily- 
filled the Spartans with great hopes ; they neglefted not there-: 
fore any means, that could be thought of, either to deprefs their 
rival's affairs, or to raife their own : Aftyochus was fent to 
command the foreign troops which were raifed vnthPerfian mo- 
ney; King Agis managed the war in the heart of Attica , where 
he had all the fummer a good army, befides the garifon in Dece- 
lea g . Lyfander was now employed in maritime affairs ; who 
as he proved the great hero of Sparta and the finifher of the 
P eloponne fian war, it is fit, that we fliould in this place give 
the reader his character. Plutarch fays, that though it is not 
certain that he was of either of the royal families, yet it was 
generally agreed, that he was of the Herculean race. His 
education'was truly Spartan, that is, he paffed his younger years 
under all the rclrridtions of the Lycurgic inltitutcs, which 
rendered him bold, hardy, patient, and capable of great 
things ; he was naturally ambitious, had an cxtenfive geni- 
us, was affable, in his behaviour modeft, vigilant, and 
indefatigable ; but with thefe great qualities he had fome 
mean ones, he could to fervc his own purpofes be very fupplc , 
and complaifant, which was highly repugnant to the Spartan 
cuftomsj he was not much affcdlcd with tiic love of Greece, 

c Diooor... Sicul. lib xiii. Pi.ut. in vir. Aicibiad. k Agefil. 
Corn. Nbpos, invit. Alc'.hi.id . J ust i n lib. v. c. 2. 1 Diodor. 
Sice l. ul>i {iipr.i. Pi.ut. in vir. Nic. Jr- 1 in. u. .\, c Tiucyd 
lib. vi. Diodor. Sic u ; . lib xiii. 
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but converfed freely with all forts of people, and fought above 
all things to raife his own credit and authority ; the worft of 
all was, that he was abfolutely difboneft, and, which is not 
a little ftrange, fought not to conceal it, it being a common 
faying of his, That children were cheated with play-things, and 
men with oaths ; for which reafon he never denied his when it 
made for his intereft, or ftuck at breaking it when to keep it 
would ferve his purpofes no longer. He found the Athenians 
greatly fuperior at fea when he entered upon command, and 
yet in a very few years he left them without any power at all \ 
The firft thing of importance that he did was reftoring the 
Hate of affairs at Ephefus ; he found that city very conveni- 
ent, he therefore engaged the principal men in it to fide with 
Sparta, and above all things to attach themfelves to him ; he 
Ihewed them how conveniently they were feated for trade, 
he brought his fhips to be refitted in their port ; and when 
once he had gained the confidence of the Ephejians, he took 
equal care to promote their interefts, and to make theirs fub- 
fervient to his. AJlyochus having managed foolifhly, and giv- 
en Alcibiades an opportunity of inftilling into Tijfaphernes 
notions prejudicial to the Lacedemonians, Lyfander, who faw 
clearly that without the Barbarian gold Sparta could not car- 
ry on the war, determined with himfelf to counterplot both 
Tijfaphernes and Alcibiades, by applying himfelf to Cyrus, who 
then refided at Sardis ; thither therefore he went, and fully 
opened to the young prince the treachery of his father's lieu- 
tenant ; Cyrus readily heard him, and by degrees the Spartan 
won fo much upon him, that he made him a promife in few 
words to grant him whatever he fhould requeft $ Lyfander 
modeftly required, that a fmall addition might be made to the 
foldiers pay, which difintereftednefs fo much charmed Cyrus, 
that he gave him ten thoufand pieces of filver, which he made 
ufeof to fupporthis foldiers and refit his fleet. Agis, in the 
mean time being informed of great ftirs in Athens, attempted 
to furprife it, but without effect ; for tks citizens on his ap- 
proach united among themfelves, and fallicd with fuch unex- 
jefled fury, that they killed a confiderable number of his men 
They afterwards offered to make peace, but the Spartans, 
confidering the unfertlednefs of their government, refufed fo 
much t > hear their propofitions ; fome fhort time after He- 
grfandrides a Spartan reduced Eubeva, and, if he had profecu- 
teJ his fuccefs with ardor, might have taken Athens itfelf ; but 

»»Flut. it vit Lvumtl. Di odor. Si gv l. lib. xiii. Justin. 
lib v. c. 6. CohN. Nfpos, in vit. Lyfand. Tn uc y u. lib. vi. 
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this opportunity being negle&ed, Ahibiades in a very fhort 
fpace foreftored their affairs, by defeating and killing Minda- 
rus, who had fucceeded AJlycchus, that the Spartans in their 
turn were forced to fue to the Athenians, who with great 
haughtinefs rejefted the propofitions they offered, though 
highly reafonably in themfelvcs. When Alcibiades faded again 
into the Hellefpont, after he had been atr Athens, Lyfander 9 
finding himfelf too weak to engage fo numerous a fleet under 
fo fortunate a genera], kept in the port of Ephefus, where 
he carefully refitted his Ihips, and kept his foldiers and his ma- 
rines to their exercife. At length it fo happened, that Alcibi- 
ades had occafion to go from Samos to Phocaa, whereupon 
he committed the care of his fleet to Anticchusz favourite of 
his, who, proud of his command, quickly fcrgot the inftruc- 
tions which had been given him, and failing out of port with 
two gallics only, went # with them to the mouth of the haven 
of EpbefiiS) where he infulted Lyjander\ this inconfiderate 
adion produced in the end a general engagement, wherein 
the Athenians were defeated, though with no very confiderable 
lofs, and yet this accident deftroyed all their affairs ; for upon 
the firft news of it they difmifled Alciblades, and with him their 
good fortune. Lyfamler, while he lay at Ephefus, projected 
a fcheme for making himfelf in a manner fovereign of Greece ; 
he picked up enterprizing men of various cities, and, engag- 
ing them to fettle at Ephcfm, advifed them to live in ftri<9t 
friendfhip among themfelvcs, and to ftudy political affairs, for 
that he would fuddenly find employment for them k . All this, 
and indeed the whole tenour of his bebavioui, made him ex- 
tremely grateful to the Ephtfians and the reft of the cities in 
that pai t of the world, fo that when ddUcratidas was fent 
him for a fucceflbr, all the Aftatic Greeks were extremely un- 
eafy 5 this uneafinefs increafed at the presence of the new ad- 
miral, who was the very reverfc of Ly fonder, a man of great 
parts and great courage, but withal ot great virtue and unhi- 
affed integrity K Lyfander dealt with him very bafcly, he 
fent hack what monev remained in his hands to CVrr/r, ar.d 
faid to his fucccflor at parting with a fneer, Let u:i fee new 
Cdllicratidas, how you can fupport the charges of this army. 
The noble Spartan found it indeed very difficult, the people 
were quite drained, trcafure their was none, fj he was forced 
to go to the court of Gyms, where bein£ two or three times 
rcfufed admittance, hung lometimes to'u that the king was 
bufy, at other times that lie wan dunkiiu-, he ai L.fl fiid, / 

k Pivr. in vir. Lyfiind. Diodor. Sirr i. lib. -\iii. 1 Tuv- 
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muji not be fo eager for money, as to do any thing unbecoming 
Sparta : Whereupon he fet fail for Ephefus. Cyrus, confide- 
ring better of the matter, fent him afterwards money to pay 
his forces, and fome prefents for himfelf ; the firft he took, 
but the latter he fent back again with this memorable meffage, 

That there needed no private friendjhip between Cyrus and him, 
becaufe if the king kept up to the terms of his league with the La- 
cedemonians, he jhould think himfelf included therein m . He 
defeated Con on the Athenian admiral, and beficged him in 
Mitylene \ he likewife beat a fmall fleet that was fent to his af- 
fiflance ; but hearing afterwards that the enemy's grand fleet 
was at Arginufa, over-againft Lesbos where he was ftationed 
he refolved to engage ; when he facrificed in the morning, 
the prieft who confulted the in trails told him, that the fleet 
fhould in the end profper, but that the admiral would certainly 
be (lain : To which he anfwered without any concern, Very 
well then, let us fight, Sparta will not lofe much in lofing me ; 
but flie would lofe her honour, if I retired in the fight of the ene- 
my \ when 1 fall, let Clean der be your admiral. He was ac- 
cordingly flain, and by that means the Spartan affairs were 
put into much diforder n . After this mifhap both Cyrus and 
the allies of Lace demon demanded that Lyfander fhould be 
fent admiral again, a requeft directly oppolite to the laws of 
Sparta ; however, to gratify their requeft, they gave the ti- 
tle of admiral to one Arams, but lodged the power with Zy- 
fander, who immediately failed to the Hcllefpont, where after 
receiving great fupplies from Cyrus, he drew together his fleet; 
but finding the Athenians much fupcrior to him in numbers, 
he wifely avoided an engagement, and afterwards giving them 
the flip, appeared fuddenly in the neighbourhood of Greece, 
and made defecnts on the iflands of Mgina and Salami s ; he 
failed over to the coaft of Africa to fhew Agisj who was come 
thither with a land army, what a noble navy was under his 
power 0 . Yet having intelligence that the Athenian fleet was 
approaching, he flood away for the Hellefpont, where he be- 
ficged and rook Lamp focus. Conon with the grand fleet of 
Athens bearing down upon him thither, he retired to the river 
sfigos, there the Athenian* infultcd him for many clays toge- 
ther, which Lyfinulcr bore with wonderful patience, keeping 
his foldicrs and manius continually on dutv, till on a fudden* 
when the /!//.>;. ians hid dchaujucd their forces, he unawares 
attacked them both by land and lea l \ Conon the admiral faw 

01 Pi.r r. Ap^phthep T/icon. in \ M '\ I.ylund. n Tmucyo. 
lib \j. Dio>)iji». Sici'l lib. xiii. Pi. u r. Apophthegm. Lucon. 
Dtnno.<. S: w i i. Lb. ,\iii. l " Plui. iii vit. Lyfand. Xenoph . 

clearly 
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cjearly that al! things were loft, fo he, with eight gallics and 
a, very inconfiderable body of men, fled away to Cyprus 5 the 
reft fell intirely into the hands of Lyfander, who in a fingle 
hour put an end to the Pelopannejian war, and to the maritime 
power of Athens 

This mighty viftory having put all things into the power 
of Lyfander, he afted rather as a univerfal monarch, than as e Athe- 
a general from Sparta \ he immediately vifited all the neigh- jV^" 8 ™ 
bouring cities, and changed, whether they would or not, t 
their government, placing in each of them a Spartan as j™ lander 
chief magiftrate, and with him ten of his friends from Epbe- y e:tro f 
fas, where, as we have before obferved, he erected a kind of t }, e fl ooc j 
political univerfity. Thefe men as they came in by force, 2593 Bc- 
fo they kept no meafures with thole over whom they ruled 5 foreChrift 
they treated them with the utmoft haughtinefs and feverity, 406. 
fo that from the very beginning the Lacedemonian govern- 
ment was rendered ungrateful, and the people univerfally 
difpofed to fhake it off as foon as they could r . As he was 




no hoarder of money, he collected all the mafs of wealth 
which his vi&orics had brought into his hands, and deftmed 
it to be fent to Sparta* whither he had before difpatched a 
meflenger with news of his victory, and with an afiurance, 
that he would be fhortly with a fleet of two hundred fail be- 
fore the city of Athens ; in confidence of this the Spartans 
fent both their kings, Agis and Paufanias with a very great 
army into Attica^ on the coafts of which in due time Lyfander 
arrived. As to what happened remarkable in the liege of 
Athens^ we have already infilled thereon in its proper place. 
Here it is enough, that wc infert the Spartan decree, contained 
in the articles granted to the dejefled inhabitants of that once 
famous place, which decree is preferved by Plutarch 9 and 
runs thus: Knoiv this is the decree of the Lacedemonians. 
Pull ye down the P trans and the long walls ; quit all the towns 
you are now pojfeffed of, and keep within your own territories. 
IFc grant you peace upon thefe conditions, provided y:u yield 
alfoto what /hall he further thought reafonable,and receive again 
your exiles. As for the number of Jhips you may keep, cbjerve the 
dh'ders we Jball herea/ttr give on that head. Lyjander deprived 
them of all their vcllcls except twelve, and having their for- 
tifications delivered into his hands, he enteral Athens in tri- 
umph, oil the anniverfary of the groat vLioi v at Salamis ; he 

°- Xe not hon, ubi fupra. Diodor. ubi iuom. Pi ur. in vit. 
Lylaiid. Co r v . Nkpo 3 , in iu\ ci'ifd. J k iir,. !:b. v. c. 6. 
1 Kenopijo-. ubi Tup/a. Dioua:!. Mcvi.. jl>: fwpia. 
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caufed the walls to be demolifhed to the found of mufic, 
which likewife played while the Athenian (hips were burning, 
himfelf and his commanders having garlands on their heads ; 
,'he alfo altered the government, eftablifhed the thirty tyrants, 
and left a Spartan garifon in the citadel commanded by one 
of his own creatures r . The next thing he did was to fend 
the immenfe treafure he had collected to Sparta under the care 
of Gylippus, who had fo eminently diftinguifhed himfelf in 
Sicily, and who found a way to diftinguifh himfelf no lefs 
eminently on this occafion, though lefs honourably ; for he, 
little regarding the feals upon the money-bags, ript them open 
at the bottom, and, having taken out what money he 
thought proper, fewed them up again. When he arrived at 
Lacedernon he delivered the money as he had been dire&ed, 
and defired, that particular notice might be taken of the fair- 
nefs of the feals ; but, unluckily for him, Lyjander had put 
in each bag a ticket, expreffing the fum of . money contained 
therein ; upon comparing thefe notes with the fums contained 
a deficiency was difcovered, but ftill the ephori and fenate 
were, at a lofs where to fix it \ at laft the fervant of Gylippus 
impoached him; and his crime with all its circumftances 
being detected, he was forced to leave his native country, 
and co go into exile with the fcandalous imputation of being 
a cheat and a thief c (Lj. The coming of this huge mafs of 

wealth 

f Plutarch, in vit. Lyfand. Xenophon. Hellen. lib. ii. 
Corn. N epos, in vit. Lyfand. 1 Plut. in vit. Lyfand. Dio- 
dor. ubi fupra. 

(L) Gylippus the Spartan h. id this vice of covetoufnefs hereditary in 
his family ; his father Cleondndes having, as we have before (hewn, 
been fen fenced to death for accepting a bribe from Pericles, when he 
entered Attica with an army (42). Authors are pretty much divid- 
' ed as to the character of this man. Plutarch every where repre- 
sents him as a perfon of courage, integrity and humanity, till this 
laft act (43:; but Diodorus the Sicilian gives him quite another 
character ; he introduces him making two long fpeechc.i at Syracu/e 
to influence the Sicilians to (hew the Athenians no mercy ; this is 
dire&ly contrary to what other hiftorians have written, and on what 
authority he reports thofe orations we know not 44). It is true, 
the favour h'-* was in with Ly finder feems to throw a {hade on his 
character ; for we do not find, that this ambitious general either 
loved or trufted men of Uriel honour, and from the beginning Gy- 

(42^ Dif I'.r. Sict/l, lib xt See alfo before, p 34 c. (43) /;/ 
*vit. A/V/Vr, CJ in vi7. Lyuud. ^14) Diodor, Si ail lib.xii 

I'tppus 
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wealth created great difputes at Sparta y many celebrated Ly- 
fander's praifeij arid rejoiced exceedingly at this good fortune, 
as they called it 5 others, Who were better acquainted with 
the nature of things, and with their conftitution, wer£ of 
quite another opinion ; they looked upon the receipt of this 
treafure as an open violation of the laws of Lycurgus, and they 
exprefled their apprehenfions loudly, that in procefs of time 
they might by a change in their manners pay infinitely more 
for this money than it was worth ; at laft a comprorhife was 
propofed and agreed to, whereby it was enafted, That the 
Jl ate might make ufe of gold and fiver, but that private men 
Jhould pojjefs neither oh pain of capital punifljmsnt : which 
refolution of theirs, as Plutarch obferves, was fhallow, fuper- 
ficial, and ineffectual, becaufe declaring money to be ufeful 
to the ftate, evidently juttified the inclination of private men 
to be pofleffed of it, while at the fame time the law made the 
gratification of that inclination penal u * Lyfander in the mean 
time, returning to the Hellefpont y returned alfo to his old 
p radices there : changing governments, new-modelling ci- 



b Plut. ubi fupra. Diodor. ubi fupra. 

lippus was one of his creatures ; it was he who pre/erred him to the 
command in Sicily, and in the prefent cafe, as a fignal mark of his 
confidence, fent him, with the treafure he hacLcolledted in the war, 
to Sparta ; fo that to fpeak the truth, this was not only a public 
theft, but an aft of private ingratitude, and therefore we need not 
wonder, that his patron, who in other refpeffa was ready enough 
to proteft his friend^ even in ill things, abandoned him. How Gy- 
lippus came to truft his fervant we are not acquainted ; but the man- 
ner in which that fervant of his betrayed him, Plutarch tells us 
pleafantly enough. ir The magiftrates, fays he, finding the mo- 
" ney in the bags lefs than what was exprefled in the notes con- 
*• tained in them, were furprifed, but did not in the Jeaftfufpeft 
" him who had the care of the money, till Gy/ippus y s fervant be- 
trayed the fecret, - and told them by way of riddle, That he had 

ob/erved a great many owls to rooft in the Cer amicus. The ephori 

foon found out that by owls pieces of money were to be under- 
flood, becaufe moft of the coin then bore the impreflion of an 
owl in refpect to the Athenians ; and that the Ceramicus, a place 
" in Athens fo called becaufe of a tile-kiln that had been there, 
" fignified likewife the roof of an houfe by reafon of the tiles called 
*' Ceramoi ; thus the myftery came to be underftood, and Gylippus, 
" having ftained his former reputation with this mean action, was 
" afhamed to appear any more at Lacedemon (4S) ,, « 



it 
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ties, liberally, and even profufely, rewarding his friends, 
at the fame time purfuing to death and utter deftrudion fuch 
as he fufpected to be his enemies. While he remained in 
Greece he had done fome very extraordinary things, which 
fufficiently betrayed the height of an imperious difpofition s 
he fet up his own ftatue, and the ftatues of fuch of his com- 
manders who were in his good graces, in brafs ; he dedicated 
two ftars in honour of the deities Cajior and Pollux, in order 
to keep up an opinion, which his fy cop h ants had taken care 
to propagate, that thefe ftars were feen in the rigging of his 
/hip at the battle of /Egos \ But if he afted thus in Greece, 
he fet lefs bounds to his ambition in AJia, where he made not 
only the Greek cities dependent on him, but ft ruck terror 
into the Perftan governors, and particularly maltreated Phar- 
nabazus. This Perftan grandee was a man of profound ca- 
pacity, and a mafter in Lyfander's fcience of diffimulation : 
He faw that little was to be expected from any reprefentations 
he could make to this haughty general, furrounded by a num- 
ber of powerful perfons, made fo merely by his favour ; he 
caft about therefore to find out furer prote&ors, though at a 
greater diftance, and with this view difpatched fome of his 
emiflaries to Sparta. There they began to open, without 
apprehenfion of danger, the iniquity of Lyfander's conduit, 
they fet his ambitious defigns in their proper light, they 
charged him with an intention to render himfelf a general 
for life, and independent of his conftituents ; and they alledg- 
cd fuch probable reafons for what they faid, that the epbori 
and fenate immediately difpatched a Scytale to recal this terror 
of Afut+ They began like wife to infpeft narrowly the con- 
dud of his friends in Greece, put fome of them to death, and 
amongft the reft Thorax one of his principal commanders, in 
whofe houfe, in contravention of the late law, they found a 
large quantity of filver. The furprize of Lyfander was inex- 
preftible, when the mefTenger of the ftate prcfented the Sty- 
tale which recalled him (M) : He had no previous intelli- 
gence 

* Plut. ubi fupra. 

(M) Tn this note we intend to explain the Scytale of the Lacede- 
monians ; but firft let us hear what Plutarch fays of them ; 11 The 
«■ nature and ufe, fays he, of thefe was, when the magiftratea gave 
" their commiffion to any admiral or general, they took two round 
" pieces of wood, both exactly equal in breadth And thicknefs ; 
" one they kept themfelves, the other was delivered to their offi- 
« ccr i io that, when they had any thing of moment which they 

would 
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gence of it, nor could he immediately gueft by whom it was 
obtained, but on recollection he determined in himfelf, that 
it mull have been by the procurement of Phamabazus ; this 
difcovery made him more felicitous, efpecially when he heard 
what had happened at home 5 he therefore refolved, accord- 
ing to his ftated maxim, to eke out the lion's with the fox's 
Jkin r ; in confequence of this he demanded a conference, 
to which Pharnabaxvs readily yielded. At this meeting 
Lyfander made ufe of all his art, to (often the Per/tan^ and 
to engage him by a letter under his hand to deny what might 
have been fuggefted in his name to the ephori and fenate, to 
which with fome difficulty Phamabazus agreed ; he wrote 
this letter in Lyfander's prefence, and in terms fuitable to his 
wifli ; but he had before prepared a letter of quite a different 

y Plut. in Apophtheg. 

" would fecretjy convey to him, they cut a long narrow fcroH of 
" parchment, and rowling it about their own ftaff, one fold dofe 
" upon another, they wrote their bufinefs on it ; when they had 
" wrote what they had to fay, they took off the parchment and 
" fent it to the general, he applied it to his own ftafT, which being 
*' jufl like that of themagiftrates, the folds fell in with each other, 
€t exactly as they did at the writing ; and the characters, which, 
«' before it was wrapped up, were confufedly, disjoined and alto- 
" gether unintelligible, appeared then very plainly (4.6). M There 
are many things omitted in this account which we (hall endeavour 
to fupply from other authors. Tsatxes calls them wands, which the 
ephori delivered to the general or admiral when he fet out to take 
upon him the command ; he fays, they were very fhort and very 
(lender, the parchment being alfo narrow, which they made ufe of 
to fold round them (47). Jt is very probable, that our author con- 
jectured this from the ufual (hortnefs of the Spartan epiftles ; for 
Demetrius Tricliuius tells us exprefly, that the Scytale was between 
three and four cubits long ; he does indeed fugged that there was 
but one of them which was fplit in two, and one half being given 
to the general, the other half remained at home (48) ; but Aulas 
G<f//jW(49)and the fcholiaft on Ariftophanes fay exprefly there were 
two (50) j Tbucydidcs fays, the Jcyta/ems round, fmooch, and long 
(51); the fcholiaft on Pindar, that it was made of a black wood 
f;z). It fliould feem, that, befides this ft ate fey tale, private m-n 
made ufe of a contrivance of the like nature to prevent deceits in 
contracts, but then thefe were exactly like our tallies. 

(46)P//</. in vit.Lyfand. '47) Johan. Tzetxes. <var. Hi/I Chit 
ix c. 258. (48)^. Pindar. Oiymp Qd.<vi. (49 ; Sort. 
Attic, lib xvii. cap 9 (50 ) Ad. Aw Arijloph. (51) Bell. 
Pelop. lib. i. {52) Olymp. vi. 
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nature, and fubftituted it while he pretended to fold the other, 
lb that here the deceiver was deceived, and Lyfander with all 
his Ikill outwitted *. Receiving this letter, he fet out imme- 
diately for Sparta, but when he was informed of its contents 
he was mightily difturbed, and fearing left he fhould be called 
to an account, pretended that he had feen a vifion, wherein 
Jupiter Ammon had commanded him to come immediately 
and confult his oracle. The ephori and fenate fhewed a 
good deal of reludlance in granting his requeft, but, as foon 
as he was gone, the kings of Sparta began to contrive the 
dedru&ion of his friends, that he might no longer have fuch 
an intereft in Afia as at this time he had. The Athenians at 
this time taking arms againft their tyrants, Lyfander hearing 
thereof returned fuddenly to Sparta, where he vehemently 
prefled the government to fupport thofe he had eftablifhed at 
Athens , and that they would make ufe of him as commander 
in chief in that expedition. This greatly alarmed the kings, 
wherefore they determined to make ufe of all their intereft to 
prevent it. Paufanias therefore procured the command of 
the army to be vefted in him, and marched, as it was general- 
ly underftood, to fupport the tyrants againft the people of A- 
thens \ but in truth his defign was to reconcile the Athenians, 
and to compromife their differences with Sparta, that Lyfan- 
der might not have the honour of conquering this city twice, 
which he alfo effe&cd, and which Lyfander highly refented. 
Not long after he had an opportunity of venting his fpleen, 
and of reconciling himfelf to the people ; for the Athenians^ 
according to the ficklenefs of their temper, flying out again, 
the Spartans were highly incenfed againft Paufanias, and 
cried up Lyfander for a man of integrity and true public fpi- 
rit *. While things were in this lituation king Agis died ; he 
was taken ill at Heraa in Arcadia, and being conveyed to 
Sparta died there $ in his laft moments he owned Leotychides, 
moved thereto by his tears and earneft intreaties ; and at the 
tame time that he did this, he befought the Lacedemonians 
who were prefent to bear witnefs of the lincerity of his decla- 
ration, and that he from his heart retraced what at any time 
he might have rafhly laid of his fufpe&ing the legitimacy of 
Leotychides \ but this late recognition of his fon was, as we 
ihall prefcntly fhew, altogether ineffe&ual, Leotychides lof- 

ing not only his pretentions to the crown, but to his paternal 

eliute b. 

* Pivr. in vit. Lyfand. Diodor. Sicut. tibi fupra. "Put. 
ubifupra. b P lu t, in vit. Agefil. Pai&san. Lacon. 
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jfgis left behind him a younger brother whofe name was A- Agefilaus 
geftlausi and who became not only an honour to Sparta, but fiiceeeds 
to Greece itfelf. This Agefilaus fet up for the crown againft A g is » 
Leotychides, and, as he was a man of exemplary virtues a fi** 
and of great capacity, he on his firft declaration had many ^otychi- 
friends, and on Lyfander" % efpouling his intereft acquired many 
more : for both thefe it is proper that we fhould account. 
Agefilaus was born a younger brother, and though the laws 
of Lacedemony which began now to be greatly relaxed, did 
not compel the heirs apparent to the crown to endure the iharp 
difcipline of the Lycurgic education, yet the younger children 
of kings were no lefs feverely bred than the meaneft Lacede- 
monian which proved a great happinefs to the prince of whom 
we are fpealdng,who for the glory of a long and happy reign, 
was chiefly indebted to the foundation laid by this manner of 
education ; his temper was compounded of thofe qualities which 
very rarely meet, that is, of fuch as render men ambitious 
and afpiring, and of fuch as make them amiable and beloved. 
He was brave, aftive, and of a high fpirit ; but with all this 
wonderfully good-natured, gentle, tradable, and fond of his 
country, perhaps beyond comparifon ; for he preferred her in- 
tereft not only to his own, to his peace, and to his fafety, 
but to his honour and his reputation \ he thought all things 
fit which fhe commanded, and placed his utmoft happinefs 
in his capacity of ferving her, not only on fuch occafions as 
were attended with luftre and eclat, but in thofe which had 
neither profit nor honour to recommend them c . Such were 
the means whereby Agefilaus gained to himfelf friends ; as for 
the regard which Lyfander had for him, it fprung thus: When 
Agefilaus was a youth Lyfander was his lover, and this friend- 
fliip of his continued when Agefilaus was grown up, and 
mightily facilitated his mounting the throne. There was but 
one thing which gave this prince and his friends any trou- 
ble, and it was this j one Diopithcs, a man reputed to have 
great /kill in oracles, produced one to the following efrcd : 

Tho* great thy empire, Sparta^ yet refrain 
From a lame reign; which come, thou fhalt fuftain 
Ills unendur'd before, and feel the rage 
Oiwar y no force can quell, or Jkill afluage (N). 

This 



« Plut. in vit. Agefil. & in Apophthegm. Lacon. Xeno- 
phon. Hellen. lib. iii. Corn. Nep. in vit, Agefil. 

(N) It was the cultom of the Greeks, a? wc have (hewn in this. 

and 
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This was thought to point at AgejHam y who had one leg 
fhorter than the other, but Lyfander out-did the interpreter 

even 

and in the Athenian hiftory, never to undertake any act of impor- 
tance without confuting an oracle, of which there were many in 
Greece ; but that of Delphi was the moft remarkable. Many learn- 
ed men feem to be of opinion, that the refponfes from thence were 
frequently fupernatural, and fometimes plain and direct, jaftifietj 
alfo by the event. However that matter be, yet certain it is, that 
even in the moft early times they were frequently corrupted, of 
which we have given many infhnces, and in the profecution of our 
hiftory (hall have occafion to give many more. If public oracles 
were liable to fuch inconveniencies in fpite of all the care that could 
be taken of them,it is eafy to conceive.that the collections of oracles 
in private hands were much more liable to alterations and interpo- 
lations. To fay the truth, wherever a fuperftitious humour of be- 
lieving fuch fort of things prevails, experience ihews us, that there 
will be always knaves equally capable and willing to impofe on 
fools. Thele keepers of oracles were ftiled divine or facrcd per- 
fons by the Greeks \ and from the in tance before us we fee what 
mighty things they were able to effect. Plutarch fpeaks very re- 
fpectfully of Diopithes, who produced the oracle winch gave occa- 
fion to this note; and to do juftice, wemuft acknowledge, that 
the oracle was fu'filled in two feifes ; yet with us, this is no indu- 
bitable argument that it was genuine, fince it is almoft impoffibie 
to contrive an oracle in relation to a momentous event, which 
fome time or ocher will not be accompliftied. It is very remark- 
able, that Diopitbcs, who by his profeifion was an interpreter of 
thefe fort of pieces, departed from the letter of the oracle in his 
folution, and that Lyfander mould have addrefs enough to conquer 
the prophet in his own profeffion (53) ; for, as Xenophon juftly ob- 
serves, the oracle fpeaks not of a lame king, but a lame reign, as 
appears from the words thereof twice cited by Plutarch ( 54). By 
the way, it may not be amifs to obferve, that in all our verfions of 
Plutarch into Englijb % thefe oracles are conftantly rendered wrong, 
the word heir being fabftituted inftead of *ingdom($s) t which is of 
mighty confequence ; firft, becaufe it mifreprefents the fenfe of the 
oracle ; and fecondly, becaufe it leaves no room for Lyfander s in- 
terpretation, though Plutarch himfelf acknowledges it was well re- 
ceived, and Xenophon afenbes Agefilauis carrying his caufe to the 
feeming rectitude of this explanation. After all, if there was any 
thing fupernatural in this oracle, it was never rightly understood, 
till very lately M . le Fevre declared its true meaning to be, that 
Sparta (hfluld take care to preferve both her kings, or, if we may 

(53) Plutarch, in <vit. Lyfand & in wit. AgefiL (C4J Xe- 
nophon. He! Un. lib iii. (55) See the live j 0/ Lyfander and Agcfi- 
lauj in Plutarch's lives both of the old and new Iranflation. 
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w _ cience; The oracle* (aid he, cannot pojfibly 

point at a lamenefs in the king's leg* that is a thing which th$ 
gods cannot hate*becaufc they havecaufed it ; the lamenefs muft be 
thf title ; beware therefore* O Lacedemonians, of placing an 
illegitimate king on the throne* nay even one whofe birth is 
fujpeffed, for that is rnoji likely to be the lam reign hinted at 
by the oracle d . Lyfander's explanation, backed by his autho- 
rity, had the defired effeift ; the fenate and people excluded 
Leotycbides alike from the kingdom, and from the private ef- 
tate of his father } half of this eftate of jfgis Agefilaus be- 
ftowed on that prince's relations by the mother's lide, who, 
though they were perfons of great merit, were till this time 
in very low circumftances, which gained the new king the 
hearts of the people. Inftead of oppofing either the ephori or 
the fenate, he treated them with the utmoft civility, and 
not only fo, but with the greateft confidence and affedtion ; 
thofe who were of the oppofite party at the time of his 
ele&ion he was ever ftudious to oblige ; he preferred them, 
whenever their merit gave them a reafonable pretence there- 
to j he relieved them when under misfortunes ; in fine, he 

fo benignly, that at laft the ephori* 
to be offended with, took urn- 



afied fo prudently a 
feeing no ill qualities 



d XftNOPHON. Hellen. lib. iii. Plvt. in vit. Agefil. 8c Lyfand* 
Justin, lib. vi. c. 4- Corn. Nepos. in ric. Agefil. & Lyfand. ( 

be for once allowed to make ufe of technical terms, to guard a- 

gainft the changing her duarcby into a monarchy* and in this fenfe the 

oracle was moil fignally accomplifhed, as we (hall hereafter have 
occafion to fhew f 56). In the mean time let us obferve, that Plu- 
tatth approved Diopithes i % interpretation ; he conceived, that Leo- 
tycbides was moft odtragioufly Injured, and that the great evils 
which befel Sparta during the reign of Agefilaus were the puni/h- 
mend threatened by the? oracle, in cafe fhe fuffered herfelf to be 
governed by a lame icing. Xenopbon on the contrary affirms, that 
Agefilaus deilroyed Leotycb'sd*s\ claim by three invincible arguments : 
the ftrft was the repeated declarations of his fuppofed father Agis ; 
fecondly hi* mother, who ought to know beft, averred the fame 
thing ; laftly, that Nef tme having by an earthquake forced Agis out 
of bed from his wife, he thereupon abftained from her ten months, 
after the expiration of which term Leotycbides was born ; 57). To 
clofe this account ; let us obferve, that there is no reafon in the 
world to doubt the impartiality of Plutarch, and that the hiftory 
of Xenopbon is an open panegyric on Agefilaus f whofe friend and 

confident he was. 



(it) Fabr. in Jufiin. lib. vi. (57) Ubi fupra. 
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umbage at his good ones, and laid a mul£t on him for a very 
extraordinary crime, viz. Monopolizing the affections of the 
people \ which, however, was confonant enough to the con- 
futation of Sparta e . Before Agefilaus was well fettled on the 
throne, his country found itfelf exceedingly diftrefled ; the 
Perfian king, to whom in the courfe of the war .they owed 
fuch mighty obligations, declared himfelf at once their open 
enemy, and began to make mighty preparations for difpoflef- 
fing them of their maritime empire. Tohave- a ju'flf notion 
of this bufinels we muft afcend a little higher: Lyfander 
jvhile he commanded inAJia had paid all hisxourt toCyrus the 
younger brother of Artaxerxes? who on the death of his fa- 
ther afcended the Perfian throne; in confequence of this friend- 
lhip between Lyfander 2nd Cyruir, Glearchus the Lacedemonian 
general received orders from the Ephori and fenate, to affift 
that prince to thcutmoftof his power, in the rebellion he 
had raifed againft his brother. It was in thefe troops that 
Xenophon had .a command, and it was at the head of them, af- 
ter Clearchus and the other: captains were taken off, that he 
made that retreat called, the Retreat of the ten tboufand; • this 
behaviour of . the.. Lacedemonians drew: upon them the hate of 
the king, whoever after fpoke of them in terms of difrefpeft, 
and fought as much as in him lay to deftroy their power f. 
It is very probable, that fome of the -wifeft of the Perfian 
ftatefmen managed this difpofition of the* king, for the effecting 
what they rightly conceived to be the intereft of his empire 5 
this is rendered probable from the method thatwas immediately 
taken, viz* of fending relief to Athens, and money into 
Boeotia ; at the fame time he determined to reduce all the 
Greek cities abfolutely to his obedience, .which was wounding 
Sparta in the tendqreft part, fte having over and over declar- 
ed herfelf the protedtrefe of the Grecian liberties j on this ac- 
count it was that they fent Th imbro : with an army confifting 
of a thoufand Laconian foot, tour thou fand P eloponneftan in- 
fantry, and three hundred horfe frotti Athens \ this man ma- 
naged the war but indifferently, fuffering his troops, fince he 
could make no impreflion on the enemy,- to plunder the allies 
of Lacedemon* The Ephori therefore fent Dercyllidas to fuc- 
ceed him ; this man was 3 great engineer, andlikewifea 
great politician ; he found his force too Jfmall to prevail a- 
gainft Pharnabazus and Tiffaphernes y the king's lieutenants ; 

•Xenophon. ubi fupra. Plut. in vit. Agefil. & in Apoph- 
thegm. Lacon. Corn. Nepos, in vit. Agefil. f Xenophon. 
Hellen. lib. i. ii. iii. Diodor. lib. xii. xiii. Plut. in vit. Age- 
fil . Artaxerx. Justin, lib. v. c. 11 . 
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he refolved to remedy this evil by making them deftroy one 
another, in which he fucceeded fo well, that he prevailed up- 
on the latter to remain inadtive while he attacked the former, 
over whom he gained great advantages. When at the com- 
mand of their matters thefe governors of provinces became 
friends, the Spartan was left to deal with them both, which 
he did without any lofs, though his army did not exceed fe- 
ven thoufand men, and the Per/tans had twenty thoufand 
foot and ten thoufand horfe in the field, befides great garifons. 
Pbarnabazus was indeed for fighting, but Tiffaphernes^ who 
was a better officer and who knew well what thefe Greek 
troops were capable of, was of quite a different opinion ; 
wherefore having entered inro negotiations with Dercyllidas, 
he at length concluded with him a treaty of accommodation 
on thefe terms ; That the Greek cities Jhould remain free ; 
that his army Jkould retire out of his province ; that the Lace- 
demonian governors Jhould remove out of the cities^ and that 
this treaty Jlwuld fubjijl^ till it was either ratified or difavowed 
by the king of Periia and the fiate of Sparta. The Perfian 
king, however, within a fliort time after began to fit out three 
hundred fail of lhips of war, which greatly alarmed the Greek 
cities and occafioned an application to Sparta ; where, as we 
fhall foon fee, Agefilaus offered himfelf by the advice of Ly- 
fander 9 and was declared general of Greece B . But, before 
any refolution was taken, the king facrificing for his country 
according to cuftom, the augur, from the bowels of three fe- 
veral victims, declared, there was fome very great confpiracy 
on foot againft him and all the magiftrates of Sparta ; a little 
of this confpiracy was difcovcred to the bottom by the infor- 
mation of one of the perfons concerned, whereupon the fe- 
nate took fuch quick meafures, though with fome little inju- 
ry to the laws, that all the confpirators were fuddenly taken 
out of the way h (O). Things were in this fituation, when 

Lyfandei 

8 Xr nop hon. ubi fupra. Diodor. Srcu t. ubi fupra. Justin. 
Jib vi. c. 1. Plut. in vit. Lyfand. Poly mm. Scratag. lib. vi. 
h Plut. in vit. Agefll. 

(OJ It is a great misfortune to fuch as endcavonr to collcfl the 
Greek hiftory from the lives of Plutarch, that they find it imprac- 
ticable to diltinguifti any method in his productions, whereby they 
may be able to reduce the fads by him related to the jutt order of 
time in which they happened. Jn the prefent cafe, he relates fhia 
ftory of a confpiracy, as if it had happened in the latter pan of 
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his reign (58). Whereas it is certain from Xenophon y who could 
not be miftaken in point of fa£t, that it fell out in the firft year of 
his reign : the fame author has alfo recorded the feverai circumfian- 
ces attending it, and as fome of them are extraordinary, the rea- 
der will doubtlefs be pleafed to find them here. On the diicovery 
of the plot it appeared, that one Cinado was at the head of the 
confpiracy ; this Cinado was a young man, very confpicuous for hi* 
valour, though not for his family ; the informer hkewife declared, 
that this Cinado had once reckoned up forty Spartans, including the 
kims y the fenate, and Epbori ; and that on his demanding what he 
meant by that calculation, Cinado replied, Tbefe are they who are 
avainft us, the reft in town and country are of our party. The E- 
phori then demanded of what number the confpirators confuted ; 
the informer replied, they were not many ; but that they reckoned 
upon the affiftance of all the Helotes, the new-made citizens, and 
the lower fort of people, who, as often as theyfpoke of the Spar- 
tan, intimated as much as if they would be glad to eat them alive. 
They then demanded if the confpirators had arms; the informer 
replied they had, and that Cinado had told him, that in the firft 
commotion, wcrkmens toois, or thofe that belonged to hufbandry, 
would ierve their affociates well, enough, fince it was not to be 
fuppofed, that they mould find their enemies very well armed ; be- 
W queftioned to the time, he replied, that he could not tell ex- 
a aiy, but that Cinado had ordered him to hold himfelf ready when- 
ever he fhould Recalled upon ; whence he conjectured, the point 
of execution was not far off. On the confideration of thefe things, 
the Epbori were fo much alarmed on taking this examination, that 
they were equally afraid to affitt at the feflions of the fenate, or 
to affemble the people ; at length they bethought themfelves of 
a method of extricating themfelves from the danger: They fent 
for Cinado, and told him. that they difcovered at a town a fmall 
diftance from Sparta contrivances carried on againft the (rate, in 
whichaladv of Angular beauty and admirable accomplifhments 
was deeply "concerned ; they therefore dircfted him to take a fmall 
partv of youth, fuch as he could belt truft, and to bring the lady 
and 'fuch others as they gave him a lilt of prifoners to Sparta ; the 
better to colour this bufinefs, they afligned him three waggons for 
his prifoncrs, and a troop of horfe to efcort him if he fhould have 
occafion. This troop of horfe, as foon as they were at a conve- 
nient diftance from the city, furprifed him and his companions, and 
one of them having difcovered the names of all concerned in the 
plot, a trooper was fent back with this information ; whereupon 
the confpirators were all apprehended, and Cinado upon examina- 

(58) Plutarch, invit. Lyfand. 

tion 
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fuch an army to be decreed Agefdaus, and thereby, as he con- 
ceived to himfelf, as would, if no crofs accidents had inter- 
vened, have left in all probability no room for Alexander's 
conquelts, as Plutarch hath very rightly remarked. Befides 
the forces already in Afia under the command of Dercyllidas y 
the Spartans voted two thoufand manumitted Hclotes, and fix 
thoufand P eloponncfian foot ; but the king after all would not 
accept the command, till he had a council of thirty afligned 
him, of whom Lyfander was in all refpe&s the chief. While 
the army was drawing together about Gerajlus, Agcfilaus 
went with fome friends to Aulis, where the thoughts of his 
expedition in all probability fuggefted to his mind a dream, 
wherein he was admonifhed to imitate Agamemnon in facrifi- 
cing, inafmuch as he was become his fucceffor, and was on 
the point of going general in chief of the Greek forces againft 
the Barbarians, an office which had never been born but by 
Agamemnon and himfelf; Agefilaus, in compliance with this 
vilion, refolved to facrifice; but, reflefting on the barbarity 
which Agamemnon had been guilty of, he fubftituted a hind in- 
ffead of a virgin, and having caufed it to be crowned with 
garlands, he dire&ed his own augur to folemnize the facrifice. 
The Boeotians hearing of this, and being extremely provoked, 
that in their territories he fhould employ one of his attendants 
inftead of the facrificer appointed by them, fent deputies to 
forbid him to facrifice in a manner contrary to their laws \ 
which deputies having delivered to him their mefiage in the 
temple of Aulis, and perceiving that he did not give much 
heed thereto, they went diredlly to the altar, and threw the 
facrifice off it on the ground. This may feem a circumftance 
too trivial for a hiftory of this nature ; but the reader will 
find hereafter, that it proved the oceafion of a war, which 
fubverted the Spartan empire over Grace, and had well nigh 
deftroyed her (rate. At this time Agefilaus was fo much dif- 
compofed, that he immediately hoiited fail and bore away 
for Afia, without flaying for any other rites, or offering any 
other facrifice 1 . On his arrival he found things in a lltuation 

1 Xenophon. lib.iii. Diodor. Sicul. lib. xiv. Plut. in vit. 
Agefiiai. Corn. NEPOs,in vit. ejufdem. Justin, lib. vi. c. z. 

tion having confeffed that he had no other caufe for being difcon- 
tented, than that he difdained to fee in a city where he lived any 
man greater than himfelf, he and his companions were without 

farther procefs put to death (59). 



59} Xenophon, Hellen, HI, iii. Polyan* Stratagem, lib. ii. c. 14. 
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he neither expe&ed nor could forefee; at Sparta he was a king, 
but here Ly fand'er was treated as if he had been fomewhat 
more; all refpedt, all application was paid to him, and he 
received it rather with the haughtinefs of a deity, than with 
that complaifance which is natural to man ; the reft of the 
commanders firft ftomached it, they grew uneafy at finding 
themfelves degraded from being counfellors to Agefilaus into 
officers, or rather minifters, of one of their collegues, they 
therefore complained to the king, who immediately applied a 
very quick remedy, which was this ; he denied every fuit 
that Lyfander made to him, and countenanced all who did 
not apply to him ; which in part had, and in part had not, 
the defign he intended ; for as foon as the Greeks fettled in 
Af\a perceived it, they no longer moved their fuits by Lyfan- 
der , but continued notwithftanding to pay him as much refpeft 
as before; this nettled the king, though he was not naturally 
envious, whereupon he appointed this great man overfeer 
of his provifions, and to infult the lonians, faid openly, 
Let them now go and pay court to my butcher, Lyfander 
quicklv took an opportunity of coming to an eclaircifment ; 
for the firft time they were alone he addrefled the king thus : 
In truths Agefilaus, you know very zuell how to lefj'en your 
friends. Yes, anfwered the king, When they ajffecl to hi 
greater than I ; nor can it be thought unjufl that they JI)ould 
have po f wer with me, who mo ft concern themfelves in promoting 
my power. Sir, replied Lyfander very modeftly, you are 
plea fed to cxercife a greater liberty in fpeaking than I ever did 
in acling ; but I befeech you, Sir, for the fake of thofe Jlran- 
gers, who have their eyes upon us, to affign me that poft 9 
wherein I may be leajl fufpeclcd by you, and have it moji in 
ng power to render you fervice*. The king thereupon ap- 



g 

pointed him ambaflador to the allies of Sparta near the Hel- 
Jpfpout, which office he executed with great diligence and in- 
tegrity ; he pcrfuaded one Mithridates a Perfian, who was 
ar- variance with Pharnabazus, to revolt with a great body 
of^troops, and to join Agefdaus ; however, finding the king 
irrcconcileable, he determined with himfelf to return to 
Greece, highly diffatisfied with his treatment, and not only 
fo, but with the government of his country, which he re- 
folved to overturn if it was in his power ; in order to effeft 
Chefe purpofes, he fet on foot fuch Ichcmes as are fcarcc to 

* Xe nop uon. ubi fupra. Diodor. Si cut. ubi fupra. Plu- 
tarch, in vie. Lyfand, & Agefil. Corn. Nbpos, in vif. Ly- 
fand. 
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be parallelled in ftory ; but inafmuch as they were never car^ 
ried into a£r, through the cowardice of one of his aflbciates, 
when they were on the very point of execution, we conceive 
that entering into a detail of them here would too much in- 
terrupt the current of our hiftory ; wherefore we have digeft- 

ed what is inoft material in them into a note 1 (P). After his 

departure, 

1 Xsnophon. DxoDO*. Plut. ubi fupra. 

(P) During the whole continuance of the Spartan ftate, there 
never arofe therein a greater man, whether we regard his abilities 
or his fortunes, than Lyfander ; how he came to turn thofe vaft 
abilities from the fervice to the difTervice of his country, we have 
explained in the text ; the manner in which he conducled his con- 
fpiracy, and with what mighty art he brought it to the very point 
of execution, will belt appear from the following account of Pfa- 
tarcb, taken, as he profefles, from Epborus y an author in great 
efteem with Strabo and Polybius. " Things had been a great 
while ripe for changes, and people were ready to break into re- 
bellion j he refolved therefore not to mifj the opportunity, but 
" fet it on foot as foon as poflibie. His ftratagem was this : tome 
of the Heradidte, who came into Peloponnefus and mr:ed with the 
Dorians, were now grown very numerous and powerful in Sparta. 
Of thefe two families only could claim any right to fuccelfion in 
the kingdom, thofe were the Eu.ytiontidte, and the Ag:cd<e ; thz 
reft, notwithftandhg their high extraftio", had no greater lhare 
in the government than what was common to the nieaneft citi- 
zen. For they only who could plead moil merit had the belt 
** titles to the common reward of virtue. Lyfander was one of 
" thefe, and, when he had gained fo great a repuratior by his 
" aclions, had many friends and much power ; he was uneaiy to 
u fee that city, which owed its increafe chiefly to him, ruied by 
*' others no better defcended than himfelf : fo he contrived to alter 
the fettlement which confined the government to two families 
only, and give all the Heraclid* an equal right to it ; nay, fome 
u fay not to the Heraclid* oniy, but to ail the $ far taut ; and 
" make it a reward, not fomuch of Hercules' $ pofterity, as of thofe 
who bravely imitated qhat valour which gave him a place among 
the gods. He had great hopes, that when the kingdom was 
thus to be difpofed of, no Spartan could appear with thofe ad- 
vantages that he cou'd : Upon which profpect, firft he endea- 
" voured to infinuate the reafonablenefs of this change into private 
" people, and learned by heart a fine oration which Cleon of Ha- 
" licarnajfus had made for him upon that ful/ccr. Hut when he 
*' came to reflect on the difficulties of this undertaking, which was 
u not to be effected by ordinary means he had recuurfe to cxtra- 
f< ordinary. For, as in tragedies, when any tiling of great im- 

cf porta uce is to be effected, the afliilance oi fume ^od is made ufe 
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Agefilaus carried on the war with great fuccefs 
ion ; Tifapbernesy the implacable enemy of the 

Greeks^ 



" of, fohe, to promote his defigns with the colour of authority, 
" had recourfe to oracles, prefuming he fhould prevail upon more 
" citizens by the terror of thofe, than he could perfuade by Cleon's 
" eloquence. Epborus fays, that after he had in vain endeavoured 
to corrupt the Pythian oracle, and as unfuccefsfully fent Pericles 
*' to corrupt Dodona, he went himfelf to Amman, and proferred the 
44 priefts prodigious fums of gold, who with great indignation re- 
if jected his bribes, and fent people to accufe him at Sparta, where 
" he met with fuch favourable judges, that he was eafily cleared 
" from their impeachments ; upon which the Libyans took their 
" leave of the Spartans in this manner ; When you come to live 
l£ among us in Africa, you'll find us more impartial judges. Now 

44 there was an antient prophecy, which foretold, that the Lacedemo- 
44 nians mould fome time or other inhabit Africa. Lyfanderz defign 
44 in this matter was very fubtle and intricate, and managed by 
44 very great politicians ; fo in order to clear the whole intrigue, 
" we muft trace it, as we do mathematical demonftrations, up to 
41 its firft principles ; I mail therefore at large explain it as it is re- 
" lated by Epborus, a great hilrorian as well as philofopher. 

" There was a woman in Pontus, who being with child pre- 
" tended Apollo was the father. Many, with a great deal of reafon, 
44 fufpected it, others werefo credulous as to believe it. Where- 
44 fore when flie came to be delivered of a fon, feveral of the great- 
44 eft quality in the country took peculiar care of its education, 
44 and for fome reafon or other gave it the name of Silenus t Ly- 
44 fonder taking hold of this occurrence made it the ground of his 
i( whole ftratagem, and chofe fuch confidents to affift him in it, 
44 whofe character might bring the ftory into reputation without 
44 the lead fufpicion of forgery. To make the beft advantage of 
44 this ftory, they fpread abroad another ftory. That there were 
u very antient oracles clofely concealed in the cuftody of the priefts at 
44 Delphi ; and it was upon record that they were not to he profaned 
44 by vulgar bands, neither was it lawful for any man to read them 9 
• 4 till in fome future age one fhould arife, who could manifeftly prove 
41 bimfelf the fon of A polio, and challenge to himfelf the interpretation of 
44 tbefemyfteries. When the credit of this report was well eftablilhed 
44 among the people, Silenus was to come and demand the prero- 
44 gative of his birth. The priefts, who were confederates in this 
44 plot, were ftrictly to examine into every circumftance and parti- 
44 cularofhis nativity, and afterwards, being fully convinced that 
14 he was the true fon of Apollo, were to deliver up their charge to 
44 him, and then the fon of the god was to unfold in public all 
44 thofe oracles, efpeciajly that, for the fake of which the whole 
44 plot had been contrived, relating to the government of Sparta* 

" wherein it was to be declared, That it would be more for the ho* 
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Greeks^ by the intrigues of his enemies, was brought into 
difgrace with his mafter, and foon after beheaded ; Tith- 
raujles fucceeded him j he, as foon as he entered on his office, 
fent deputies to treat with Jge/ilaus, to whom he propofed, 
that the Greek cities in Afia Ihould pay the king a certain tri- 
bute only, and in all other refpe&s enjoy their liberty, offer- 
ing him at the fame time large funis of money if he would 
condefcend to make a peace, which Agefilans refufed, alledg- 
ing, that he had not power fo to do ; however, he removed 
out of his province, and carried the war into that of Pharna- 
bazus. Titbraujfes, who was a man of great parts, when 
he found the king of Sparta could not be corrupted in Afta y 
difpatched Timocrates the Rhodian with fifty talents into 
Greece^ to fee if any of the captains or ftatefmen there were 
lefs honeft than Ageftlaus \ this agent of his found feveral fuch 
fort of people as he looked for in Thebes ^ Corinth and Argot ; 
to them he imparted fuch fums as he thought proper, and 
thereby excited a war in the heart of Greece, which no longer 
left the Spartans at liberty to think of extending their empire 

nour and inter eft of Sparta to break the pre fent fuccejfion, and for 
** the future choofe their kings out of the moft deferring men of the 
u commonwealth. But when Silenus was grown up, and every 
" thing ready for action, the whole bufinefs mifcarried by the 
" cowardice of one that was an agent in it, whofe heart failed 
" him juft at the time of execution (60)". Nothing of thefe 
intrigues was difcovered during the life-time of Lyfander ; but after 
his demife, Ageftlaus, being directed to fearch his papers on ac- 
count of fome difputes with the Argives, he found among them the 
oration made by Clean bcforementioned, which at firft he defigned 
to publifti in order to convince the Spartans, who ft ill revered the 
memory of Lyfander, but they had quite miftaken the temper of the 
man ; but Lacratidas, one of the king's friends, gave a noble tef- 
timony of his wifdom, by advifing Ageftlaus to let it alone ; he 
faid, it would be diflionourable to difhirb the allies of Lyfander. 
and that with refpect to the oration, it would be better to bury it 
with him, than to truft it abroad in the world ; where, confidering 
the force witl) which it was penned, it might raife a fpirit not cafy 
to be laid. Ageftlaus on the other hand /hewed his wildom in tak- 
ing the advice of his friend, and pafling by in filence this bufi- 
nefs which muft have produced great mifchiefs, had it ever be- 
come the fubject of debate (6 1). 

(60) Plutarch, in <vit. Lyfind. Vid. etiam Diodor. Sictil. lib xw. 
Corn. Nepos f in wit. Lyfand, (61) Plutarch, in Tit. Ly/and. &f 
AgeftL 
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beyond it ln . The Thebans, who of all others came moft 
heartily into this buiincfs, faw plainly, that the Lacedemonians 
of their own accord would not break with any of the ftates of 
Greece ; they did not care to act offenfively themfelves, 
becaufe the chiefs of the Perfian faction were afraid of be- 
coming accountable to the people for the fuccefs of the war; 
they perfuaded therefore the Loci tans to make an incurfion 
into a fmall diitridt which lay in difpute between the Phocians 
and themfelves ; upon this, as they rightly judged, the Pho- 
cians without more ado invaded Leer is ; the Locrians applied 
to their allies the Tbebans for afliftance, which was readily 
granted them, and upon this the Phocians addrefled themfelves 
to Sparta , fctring forth that they had not been the aggreffors, 
but that they had been forced to take aims in defence of their 
own territories ; the Spartan- were on their fide glad of an 
opportunity of breaking with the Thebans, againft whom 
they had long nad a grudge ; and thus the Per/tan talents 
difturbeJ the tranquillity of Greece and put her in a new fer- 
ment. Ly fancier, though a very old man, grew extremely 
uncafv at lying idle, he had befides a private hatred to the 
Thebans on account of the affiftance they had given to Athens , 
ai fitch time as fhe fhook oft* the yoke of the thirty tyrants whom 
he had cibbliAed ; he therefore gladly laid hold of this occa- 
fioii to periuade the ephori and fenate once more to intruft 
him with an army. As loon as he prevailed in his requeft, he 
began to diipofe all things for the war ; an army was quickly 
railed 3 at the head of which he put himfclf ; another was 
railing, which was to be commanded by king Paufamas. 
Lyfander marched with the forces under his command dire<3> 
ly into Phocis, dsfiring Paufamas to lead his army icund by 
Citherran* in order to invade Bceotia on that fide ; the 
cagernefs of Lyfander prompted him to quick marches and 
vigorous meafures, wherefore finding Paufanias loiter, he 
fentan cxpreis to him who was then encamped at Platan, with 
letters, informing him of the time when himfelf expefted to 
arrive at Ha liar tut, conjuring him to meet him there ; thefe 
letters, Plutarch fays, were intercepted by the enemy and 
fent to Thebes, where the Thebans refolved to intruft their ci- 
ty with the Athenians, who were come to their affiftance, and 
to march dire&ly to Haliartus. Lyfander arrived in the neigh- 
bourhood of that city in the night, but when day began to 
dawn, and he had ltiii no news of Paufanias, he refolved at 

« Xenopuow. Hcllen. lib. iv. Diodor. lib. xiv. Plvt. in vit. 
Agefil. & in Apoplitheg Lacou. 
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all events to attempt the furprifalof the place; when he drew 
near the wails and perceived all things quiet, he conceived 
great hopes ; but of a Hidden the gates being thrown open, 
the Tbebans and Haliartans ifliied out in exa£t order, and 
charged the Lacedemonians fo brifkly, that Lyfander was kill- 
ed on the fpot, with a prieft who flood by him j before the 
forces commanded by him could recover themfelves, ano- 
ther btfdy of Tbebans charged thern in the rear, whereby they 
were totally broken with the lofs of no lefs than a thoufund 
men, the Tbebans on their fide loft three hundred 13 . The 
news of this defeat being brought to Fanfanias, he immedi- 
ately marched with all poiTible diligence to Haliartus, where 
he fought by all means to gain the dead body of Lyfander ; 
fome of the antient Spartan commanders were for attacking 
the enemy and recovering it by force; but he, confio^ring 
that they were already flufhed with victory, that their troops 
were more numerous than his, and that Tbrafybulus the Athe- 
nian had now joined them, refufed to do it; but on the con- 
trary concluded a treaty, whereby the body of Lyfander was 
delivered to him, on condition that he retired out of Bceotia, 
which he accordingly performed, and iii his retreat buried the 
corps of the deceafed general in the territories of the Pano- 
pxans. On his return to Sparta , fuch a fpirit of refenrment 
appeared againft him, that he was afraid to ftand his tryal, 
for which reafon he retired to Teg<za, where he led a private 
life. As for Lyfander, his memory was greatly revered in 
Sparta on account of the mighty fervices he had rendered his 
country, and becaufe, after all the opportunities he had had of 
enriching himfelf, he died miferably poor, having always pre- 
ferved that generous contempt of money inherent to great 
minds. In his latter years, he is faid to have been extremely me- 
lancholy, and even peevilh, which fome have afcribed to his 
natural temper ; though that feems to be not a little unjuft, if 
we confider that he was now old, and had been extremely ill 
treated by Agefilaus, on whofe friend/hip he had reckoned lo 
much. After his death, fome Spartans of rank, who were 
contracted to his daughters, refufed to efpoufc them, finding 
they had no money, for which the Epbori fined the m, and 
that very feverely, afligning this reafon, that fuch men mu(t 
be of a flagitious nature, who had rather take a wife out of a 
wealthy family than a virtuous one o. Jgr/iLnts, having fub- 
jedted the greateft part of the coaft, determined with hiai- 

n Xenophon. Diodor. ubi fupra. Plut. in vit. Lyfand. 
Corn. Nepos, in vit. cjufdem. ° Xk.nop hon. Diodj.v. 

Plut. Corn. Nkpos, ubi fupra. 
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felf to march into the heart of Perfia, and to revenge the 
cruelties perpetrated by Xerxes when he invaded Greece. In 
the midft of his projefts, and when he was on the very point 
of carrying them into execution, a meflenger from Sparta 
brought him a fcytale, whereby he was commanded to return 
in order to fight his country's battles at home. Agefilaus he- 
fitated not a moment, he relinquilhed all his vi&ories and all 
his hopes, preferring obedience to the conftitution of Sparta % 
to the profpeft of fubduing the whole Per/tan empire, a con- 
duct which might warrant a long panegyric, if its excellence 
did not deter us from attempting a theme, which may well be 
fuppofed inexhauftible, fince the attion of Agefilaus has hi- 
therto appeared inimitable p . The year before the Spartans 
had declared him admiral as well as generaliffimo of their for- 
ces, which charge he now beftowed on his wife's brother 
Pifander, leaving four thoufand men to fecure his conquefts, 
and with the reft of his army taking the fame rout which 
Xerxes had done when he entered Greece. In his pafTage he 
never demanded any leave from the barbarous nations, but 
only fent to enquire of them whether they would have him 
pafs as an enemy or as a friend ; meeting with fome oppofi- 
tion, he engaged the enemy, routed them, and continued his 
march ^. 

Agefipolis After the flight of Paufanias, who left behind him his two 
fucceeds fans, Agefipolis and Cleombrotus^ the former of them was de- 
fos father c l ar ed king, but being too young to govern by himfelf, his 
Paufanias. unc ] e Arijlodemus , to whom the Spartans gave the command 

of a very great army, which they raifed as well to revenge 
the death of Lyfander^ as to quell in its infancy this dange- 
rous league which was formed againft them, held the office 
of protector. This army, when it took the field, confifted 
of fifteen thoufand men \ the confederates immediately oppo- 
fed it with another of twenty thoufand, of which thirteen 
thoufiind were heavy armed troops: NezrCorinth a battle enfu- 
ccl, wherein the Spartans w er 'e vi&orious with thelofs only of 
eight men, if we may believe Xenophon^ that is, eight of the 
Spartans ; for of their confederates, he acknowledges that a 
great number fell r . News was immediately difpatched of 
this viftory to Agefilaus^ who, far from being pleafed there- 

p Xunophon. Diodor. ubi fupra. Plut. in vit. Agefil 
Corn. Nepos, in vit. cjufd. Justin, lib. vi. c. 2. 1 Xh- 

KOPrioN. Hcllen. lib. iv. Diodor. Sicul. lib. xiv. Plut. in 
vit. Agcftl. & in Apophthegm. Lacon. Corn. Nepos. in vit. 
Agefil. ' Xbnophon. ubi fupra. Diodor. Sicul. ubi 
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with, cried out, 0 Greece, what a number of brave men are 
Jlain in thy private quarrels, when with a lefs wajie of blood 
thou mightejl have reduced all Perfia f ! Though thefe were his 
private fentiments, yet on his return he obeyed the dire&i- 
ons fent him by the ephori, and immediately invaded Baeotia, 
contrary to his judgment of things : On the very day he ex- 
ecuted this order the fun was ecJipfed, and he received the 
news of the defeat of the Spartan fleet, and the death of his 
wife's brother Pijander\ being afraid this ill news might dis- 
courage his foldiers, he gave out, that the courier had 
brought him advice of a viflory gained by his brother, on ac- 
count of which he facrificed to the gods, and fent portions 
of the facrifice to his friends, wearing a garland on his head, 
and ufing other teftimonies of joy, though he acknowledged 
that Pifander had fallen in the engagement c . Not long af- 
ter an engagement happened in the neighbourhood of Charo- 
naa, the fharpeft which happened in his time, as Xenophon 
relates ; and of this he muft have been a very good judge, 
becaufe he was prefent. In this Agefilaus was the vidtor 
where he fought, and the Thebans on the other hand prevail- 
ed againft that wing whereon they charged ; Agefilaus was 
conftrained to return to try his fortune anew againft thefe : 
It is generally agreed, that on this occafion he was guilty of 
a great overfight in attacking the Thebans in front, when if 
he had waited a little he might have charged them in flank 
and rear. Xenophon indeed gives another turn to this matter, 
for with him Agefilaus was never wrong, yet it is certain, 
that the miftake had like to have been fatal > the Thebans be- 
having with great refolution, killing many, and wounding 
more, among whom was Agefilaus himfelf. At length they 
marched flowly from the field, leaving to the Lacedemonians 
the honour of a victory, of which, however, they could col- 
let no fruits u . Agefilaus went to Delphi, where he confed- 
erated the tenth of his fpoils, and in the mean time Gylus his 
lieutenant led the army into Locris, where they were fo bu- 
fy in plundering, that the people fuddenly rofe upon them, 
and, making a good ufc of their diforder, killed Gylus and 
many others. Corinth was the head quarters of the confe- 
derates, as S icy on was of the Lacedemonians and their allies. 
At Corinth there were great feditions, many of the citizens, 
conceiving that they were idly engaged in this war, whicl 
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tended to bring them under the dominion of the Argives, re- 
folved, if poffible, to free themfelves by bringing in a Lace- 
demonian garifon, which in fome meafure they effected. The 
other part in Corinth fent for aid from Athens, which was 
readily accorded, and between both parties the city was in the 
utmoft danger of being totally ruined *. The Spartans had 
pofleffion only of a fort, their enemies had the city: Agefi- 
laus, to put an end to the difpute, invaded the territory of 
Argos with a great army, and having pafled through it 
befieged Corinth by land, while his brother Teleutias 
blocked it up by fea ; yet did not their enterprize fuc- 
ceed, Iphicrates the Athenian captain prcferving Corinth and 
its territories from feeling the effe&s of his refentment Af- 
ter his return from this expedition, the Achaans demanded 
aid of Sparta againft the Acamanians, and, according to 
their requeft, Ageftlaus was fent to help them with a great ar- 
my ; he fo effectually quelled their enemies, that the 
next year they were glad to make peace 15 . This war over, 
Agpfipolis at the head of another army entered the country 
of the Arrives, though much againft his will ; for as this 
people had deiired a truce, he conceived this feverity to be a 
kind of injuftice, and therefore would not put himfelf at the 
head of the troops, till he had confulted the Olympian Jupi- 
ter, and the Delphian Apollo on this fcruple of conference. Sa- 
tisfied, with the anfweis returned bv thefe oracles, he under- 
took the war, bur meeting, or fancying he met, in the courfe 
thereof many prodigies, he returned without effecting much. 
In the mean time Conon the Athenian threatened the Spartans 
with the lofs of their fovereignty by fea, wherefore to fofteu 
the Perfian king, it was refolved at Sparta to fend Antalci- 
das into Perjla, to endeavour the withdrawing the great 
king from the intereft of their rivals, though in the mean 
time preparations were made for carrying on the war in Afta, 
in cafj ti.e propofals he was enabled to offer were refufed ; 
this was a new method of proceeding unknown in former 
times to Sparta, and this ambaflador was a perfon who dif- 
Icrcd much from his fellow-citizens, being extremely af- 
fable in his manner, eloquent, and in fhort every way well 
aecomplilhed to execute a commifiion at the Perfian court 

* Xe nop hon . ubi fupra. Diodor. Si cu l. ubi fupra. Corn. 
Ki pos, in vita Iphicrat. Polyten. lib. iii c. 9. * Xeno- 
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a ( QJ* The Athenians^ however, took fuch meafures as 
hindered his fucceeding immediately. 7himbro, who com- 

2 Xenophon. Diodor. ubi fupra. 

(Q) Antalcidas the fon of Lean was a man of great parts, though 
of no great probity. To gain the confidence of the Perfians* he 
not only fell into their cuftoms, but derided and defpifed chofe of 
his own country ; nay, he carried, this matter fo far, if we may 
believe Plutarch, that he had the afTurance in a wanton dance to 
mimic Leonidas and Callicratidas* two of the moft worthy men in 
Sparta; this behaviour of his won fo much on Artaxerxes, who o- 
therwife had a violent antipathy to the Spartans, and ufed to call 
them the moft impudent men living, that he fent him from the 
table where he was fitting a garland dipped in an ointment, which 
for the- extraordinary richnefs of its compofition was ufed only by 
the king (62). All which was very agreeable to his own maxim, 

7 bat the fole means of influencing men is to /peak what may delight, 
and to do what may profit them (63). But though he diverted 
himfelf at the expence of his country's cuftoms, he could anfwer 
others very tartly who reflected on them ; for being aflted in a 
contemptuous manner about the bignefs of Sparta and the extent 
of its dominions, he anfwered fmartly, The walls of Sparta are her 
youth, and the points of their /pears the limits of her territories. An 

Athenian once bragging in his prefence, That his countrymen have 
often repulfed the Spartans from Cephifus ; Very true, replied Antal- 
cidas ; but we had never any occajion to drive you from Eu rotas. Be- 
ing defirous to gain admiflion to the Samothracian myfleries, the 

prieft afked him, Whether he had never done any great crime ? If I 
have, faid he, the gods know that already C64). This peace of his 
was very ill received in Greece by fuch as piqued themfelves on the 
love of their country ; nay, there were many at Sparta itfelf, who 
could not forbear expreffing their refentment at the abandoning 
their allies to the mercy of the Barbarians, infomuch that a per- 
fon of condition faid in the hearing of king Agejilaus, that Greece 
was now in a lamentable ftate, fince the Spartans themfelves began 
to turn Medes : Say rather, replied the king fharply, That the 
Medes begin to turn Spartans (6j). How little foever Age/ilaus 
approved this peace, he fupported it with all his might, and con- 
tained both the Thebans and Argives to accept it much againft 
their wills. On the whole it muft be acknowledged, that Antal- 
cidas by his art fecured the fovereignty to Sparta, and that flie loll 
it by gratifying her own haughtinefs, and her king Agefilaus\ in- 
veterate hatred againft the Thebans (66). As to the fate of An* 
talcidasy we fliall have occafion to mention it in the text, and mail 
therefore put an end to this note here. 

(62) Plutarch, in vita Artaxerx. (63) Plut. in Apoph- 

thegm. Lac on. (64.) Idem, ibid. (65) Plut. in vita 

AgeftL (66) Xenophon, Hdltn. lib. v. Diodor. Sicul. lib. xv. 
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manded the Lacedemonian troops in Afia, for a time did good 
fervice, but at laft he was defeated and flain ; Teleutias, how- 
ever, gained fome advantages at fea, and having extremely 
frighted the city of Athens by an attempt on the Pyraus, in- 
clined that city to a peace, to which indeed hardly any of the 
Grecian ftates were now averfe. As for Sparta, notwith- 
Handing her late victories, fhe found the expence of the war 
fo heavy, that it forced her both to wifli and to feek for 
peace; the Athenians, terrified with their late lofles, recol- 
lected the fatal iflue of the Pekponnejian war, and defired to 
be rid of this, left its end fliould prove no better ; the Ar gives \ 
finding that all their artifices would avail no longer, but that 
the war would find a place in their country as well as elfe- 
where, wifhed a general pacification might take place for 
their own particular intereft. The Perfian king had alfo his 
own profit in view, he ftood in need of Greek mercenaries 
for the carrying on his wars, and thefe were not to be had at a 
time when Greece Hood in need of all her fubje&s : He there- 
fore fignified to Tiribazus, who immediately communicated 
the difpatches to the Greeks, the terms whereon the king de- 
fired the peace fhould be made; they were thefe: That the 
cities in Afia, with the ijlands of Clazomeriae and Cyprus, 
Jjjould remain to him \ that all the other flates, fmall and 
great, fhotdd be left free, excepting only Lemnos, Imbros, 
and Scyros, which, having been time immemorial fubjeS to 
the Athenians, jhould remain fo ; that fuch as refufed to em- 
brace this peace, Jhould be compelled to accept it by force of 
arms. At firft the Thebans absolutely refufed to comply, be- 
caufe the government of Bceotia was taken from them ; 
but, Ageftlaus making great preparations to invade them, they 
in the end were forced to accede ; the Arrives too quitted 
Corinth, to which the exiles returned, and every thing elfe 
was done which the Spartans defired. Such was the peace 
which from its author was ftiled the peace of Antalcidas, where- 
by the fovercignty*of Greece indeed was in a manner guaran- 
tied to Sparta, but upon very diihonourable terms; the 
Greek cities in Afia being in ti rely abandoned to the Perftan, 
notwithftanding all the promifes that had been made them, 
and that Ageftlaus himfelf had fought in their quarrel b. This 
flow of fuccefs made the Lacedemonians lofe all temper, info- 
much, that, on the conclufion of the peace, they began to 
think of puniihing with feverity fuch as had injured them, or 
fuch as they had fufpe&ed during the war, as if the domi- 

1> Xenohon lib. v. Diodor lib. xiv. Plutarch, in vita 
Agefi). & Artaxerx. Corn. pos, in vita Agefil. 
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nion of Greece had been a fmall thing, if their new fubje&s 
did not feel the preflare of their government c. The firft who 
experienced the weight of their refentment were the Alanti- 
neans, though they had been their confederates and had done 
them great fervices. The Spartans to have a pretence for 
making war, very modeftly dire&ed them to quit their city, 
and to retire into the five villages which had ferved their 
forefathers, where they might be Aire to enjoy peace themfelves, 
and not give any umbrage to their neighbours; this being refufed, 
Ageftpolis was fent with an army againft them, for Agcfelaus 
did not care to command againft his old friends and acquain- 
tance ; Jgejipolis befieged the city all thefummer, but when 
winter drew on the Lacedemonians dammed up the current of 
the river, which thereupon rofe to fuch a height in the city, 
as either to overflow, or throw down their houfes, and this 
compelled the Mantineans to fubmit to the conditions pre- 
fcribed to them by Sparta, and to retire to their old villages 
from that noble city which they had fo long enjoyed. The 
Pbliajians were the next ; it was obje&ed to them, that they 
had exiled fome of their own citizens who were in the intereft 
of Sparta, thefe therefore they were conftrained to receive a- 
gain, and to do whatever elfe the Spartans required of them d . 
The Olynthianswere in the third place to be chaftifed, becaufe 
they were become powerful ; to fay the truth, there never 
was a commonwealth which imitated Sparta fo nearly as did 
this of Olyntbus ; for under pretence of freeing the Mace- 
donian cities from the tyranny of Amyntas, they conquered 
moft of them and kept them to themfelves ; the Acanthians 
and Apollonians fignified to the government of Sparta, that 
in a very fhort fpace they muft be conftrained either to take 
arms againft Olyntbus, or fubmit to her and fight under 
her banners ; Eudamidas was fent to affift them with two 
thoufand men, he marched into Thrace, where he did great 
fervice, expecting his brother Phcebidas, who was raifing a 
great army and had orders to follow him ; but he, paffing 
through Thebes, in his march had it betrayed to him by Archi- 
as and Leontidas, whereupon he feized the citadel called Cad- 
nuca and put a ftrong garifon into it \ this was an open viola- 
tion of the peace, and an aft in its nature moft flagrantly 

unjuft \ yet Agefilaus protedled its author, cither from an o- 

verwecning 

<■ Diodor. Sicul. lib. xv. Xhnophon. Hellen. lib. v. Plu- 
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verweening paffion for his own country, or out of an impla- 
cable averfion to the Thebans. On his motion therefore 
Sparta abetted Phcebidas, and transferred the government of 
Thebes to Archias and Leontidas who had put it into his hands, 
an act highly difpleafing to the Greeks, and which made them 
very apprehenfive of the power of Sparta c . Teleutias was fent 
to command in Thrace, with ftri& orders to reduce the Olynr 
thians at all events, which he fet about fo eagerly, that going 
in perfon to the affiftance of fome of his troops, who were 
repulfed by the Olynthians, he expofed his whole army to a 
great lofs, and was himfelf flain upon the fpot. Agejipolis^ 
as foon as the news reached Lacedamon, was difpatched to fup- 
ply his place \ he fought with great fuccefs, reduced Tor one 9 
a ftrong city in thofe parts, and brought the Olynthians into 
great ftxeights ; but in the midft of his conquefts a fever at- 
tacked him, and carried him off in a few days. He was a 
prince of great worth, but of a very mild temper, which 
gave Agcfilaus room to grow upon him, and to make him fub- 
icrvicnt to his purpofes, fo that he made no great figure in 
the ftate ; yet he died not unregretted, the people forrowing 
for the lofs of one who always treated them with kindnefs, 
and Agefrfaus exprefling great concern for a collegue, with 
whom he had lived long, and without any difference f . 
Cleom- Agejipelis having no children was fucceeded by his brother 
brotub/K" Clcombrotus, but he did not fucceed him in the command of the 
ceeds Age- army, which was intrufted with one Polybiades, who in a fhort 
fipolis. fpace reduced the Olynthians to fuch diftrefs, that they were 

compelled to make a treaty with the Spartans, whereby they 
undertook to have the fame friends and enemies with them and 
to follow them as aflbciates whitherfoever they fhould lead them 
in their wars g . The Phliaftans having given fome new offence, 
by not treating the exiles whom the Spartans had reftored with 
the refped which it was thought they dekrved, Ageji/aus march- 
ed againft them with a great army, at which, however, 
they were not fo much terrified, but that they made a very 
vigorous refiftance, and defended their city for a very long 
time j at lalt war and famine brought them fo low, that they 
wereconftrained to yield at difcretion, whereupon commiffio- 
ners were named, part Spartans, part of their own exiles, 
to determine which of the citizens fhould have mercy, and 
which fhould be put to death. Thus did Sparta govern with 

e Diodor. ubi fupra. XfinopifON. ubi fupra. Pi ut. in vita 
Agefil. & in vita Pelop. Corn. Nk pos, in vitaPelop. f Diodor. 
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pride and cruelty thofe whom flie had moft unjuftly brought 
under her dominion ; for by the peace of Antalcidas ihe 
had engaged, that all the cities fhould be left to their free- 
dom. Such Tbebans zs could not endure to fee their country 
in flavery had privately fled to Athens ; but^ entertaining a 
correfponderice in their native country, they found means to 
be admitted fecretly, and, having ftabbed the chief men of 
the oppofite party, a/Turned the adrniniftration to themfelvcs. 
The Spartans upon this fent Cleombrotus their new king at 
the head of a great army to reftore things to their former con- 
dition, in which, however, he had no great iuccefs h . At 
his return he left a garifon under the command of Sphodrias 
at Tbefpe, as well to encourage the Tbebans in the Spartan 
intereft, as to awe the adjacent country and lay it under con- 
tribution ; this Sphodrias , either of his own accord, or, as 
fome fay, prompted thereto by the artifice of the Tbebans , 
attempted to feize the Pyraum, which drew the Athenians^ 
into the quarrel. Sparta might eafily have ridded herklf of 
this new enemy, if fhe had adted juftly, and punifhed Sphodrias 
as he defcrved. But here again, king Agcfilaus, being pre- 
vailed on by his fon, interpofed and protected the criminal ; 
this effectually induced the Athenians to engage in the league 
formed againft Sparta : upon which Agefilaus was forced to 
undertake the command again, though he was now at that 
age when the law excufed him ; he invaded B&otia, but with 
little fuccefs, Chabrias the Athenian having taught the Tbebans 
to fight in much better order than they had heretofore done. 
Towards the end of the campaign, Phcebidas, who had been 
the author of this war, was killed with three hundred horfe ; 
the next year Cleombrotus marched againft the Boeotians, but 
the Athenians and Tbebans difputing his paflage, he was con- 
tained to return. Atfea the Spartans were beaten by Timo- 
tbeus the fon of Conon, and in fhort all things began to decline, 
notwirhftanding the utmoft care of Agefilaus^ on, whom An- 
talcidas revenged himfclf, for fome fmart things he had faid of 
him, when he negotiated the peace in Perjia , for the king 
returning home, wounded by the Tbebans, the ftatefman cricvi 
out, You arc properly rewarded, Agefilaus, for teaching tbeje 
Thebans to fight whether they luouldor no l . In the beginning of 
the hundred and firft olympiad, slrtaxerxus king of Perjia 
laboured exceedingly in making peace among the Greeks, be - 

h Dionoa. ubi fupra. Xenopjion. ubi fupra. Flo r arch, in 
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caufe having the redu&ion of Egypt in his eye, he ftood in 
need of their affiftance ; in little more than a year he accom- 
plifhed it, if that can be (aid to be accomplifhed which was of 
ib (hort continuance. The Thebans would never accept the 
peace,; and the reft of the cities had very little regard to it, 
fuch feeds of difcord being now fown as could not be rooted 
out. The Lacedemonians had every- where eftablifhed while 
they were in power an oligarchical government, which in con- 
L-quence of this peace being in many places overthrown, the 
people, as it was natural for them, began to tyrannize over 
their late matters, and to treat them with as little juftice now 
they were degraded, as they had ufed towards them when in 
power. The Perfian king ftill wrought for the bringing about 
a fettled tranquility, which in the beginning of the hundred 
and fecond olympiad, feemed to be nearly effedted ; the Athe- 
nians concurring heartily with the Lacedemonians, and (hew- 
ing no fort of countenance towards the Thebans, who ftill 
ret ufed to hear of peace, becaufe the Spartans indited they 
fhould fct the cities of Bocotia at liberty. In this oppofition 
they were chiefly encouraged by Epaminondas, who deman- 
ded, that before the Lacedemonians gave laws to others, they 
fhould (hew a proper regard to thefe maxims of equity them- 
fclves, by giving up Mejfenia to its ancient proprietors and 
fetting Laconia free This violently incenfed Sparta, and 
at the fame time did not a little offend Athens, who could not 
bear to fee the Thebans aft independently, who had heretofore 
either followed their banners, or thofe of Sparta. Cleombro~ 
tus with an army of twelve thoufand men was fent into Bceo- 
tia ; Epaminondas feized the paflages through which he inten- 
ded to have entered, and forced him to march round, which 
he did, and at length penetrated into Baeotia from the fide next 
Phacis, and advancing towards Leuclra 9 encamped his army 
in the plains in that neighbourhood. The Thebans were 
greatly difpirited at the fight of his numerous army, and the 
rather, becaufe many evil omens had happened at their 
marching from home ; yet Epaminondas prevailed in a council 
of war, aud carried the queftion to fight the enemy ; in the 
interim, "Jafon, a powerful prince of TheJJcdy, arrived with 
a thoufand horfe and fifteen hundred foot, which he brought 
to aflift the Thebans, though on his arrival he ftrove to make 
peace, an J by his endeavours procured a truce to be actually 
concluded. As Clcombrotus was about to retire out of Baatia, 
he met sirchidamus fun of Ageftlaus, coming w ith agreatrein- 

* Xkno p it on . Ilellen. lib. vi. D/odor. Sicul. lib. xv Plut. 
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force men t from Sparta j thefe princes, without any regard 
to the truce, refolved to march back to LeuJfra in order to 
fall on the Boeotians^ where they found Epaminondas and his 
troops ready to receive them; that great general, though he 
knew himfelf to be inferior to the enemy, refolved to have 
none ferve under him in the day of battle, who were not 
thoroughly inclined to conquer; he therefore made proclama- 
tion, that all who delired to depart might do fo, which per- 
million the Thefpians and fome others embraced ; this done, 
he difpofed his army in battalia, placing all his chofen troops 
in one wing, and thofe he leaft depended on in the other ; 
the former he commanded in perfon, to the latter lie gave di- 
rections, that when they found the enemies charge too heavy, 
they fhould retire leifurely, fo as to expofe to them a Hoping 
front. Cleombrotus and Archidamm advanced to the charge 
with great vigour, but as they pre/led on the Theban wing 
which retired, they gave Epaminondas an opportunity of 
charging them both in flank and front, which he did with fuch 
vigour, that the Spartans began to give way, efpecially after 
Cleombrotus was flain, whafc dead body, however, they reco- 
vered ; at length, they were totally defeated, chiefly by the 
(kill and conduct of the Theban general, who did mighty ex- 
ecution upon them, fourthoufand being killed on the field of 
battle, whereas the Thebans did not lofe above three hundred. 
Such was the fatal battle of Leuclra, wherein the Spartans 
loft the empire of Greece, which they had held now near five 
hundred years l . 

When the ephori heard the news of this dreadful and unex- Agefipolis 
pe£ted defeat, they were fuperintending the Gymnlc i'olemni- /"creeds 
ties, and though they evidently faw what the confluences Cleom- 
would be of this mighty lofs, yet they did not interrupt or brotus. 
adjourn the feftival, contenting thcmfelves with fending advice ^^pj j 
to their relations of the names of thofe who had fallen in the 00 
battle. It was at this time that the Spartan virtue (hone with g c f or g 
greateft luftre ; the fathers, mothers, and thofe who were 
neareftof kin to fuch as were killed, aiiunbled the next morn- ^-i. 
in<r, fhook each other bv the hand, applauding the courage 
of their children, while the relations of tJjufe who had efcj,- 
ped from the battle hid themfelves anions the women ; or, if 
they were obliged to go abroad, appeared in tattered doaths, 
with their arms folded, and their eyes fixed on the ground. 
Common people cried out, that now the oracle was accom- 
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in vie Pclopid & in vie. Ageii .'. Corn' \i po% in vie. LvpaiiunonJ. 
u.tin. lib. vi. c. 0. Pau-an. Laeon. 

C c c p'iili' I , 




The HOtory of the Lacedemonians. Book I. 

pliflied, which forbid them to admit of a lame king, fince under 
the fovereignty of Agefilaus this [direful misfortune had over- 
taken them. However, in regard to his great abilities, and 
the little hopes they had of Agefipolis the fon of Cleombrotus, 
who was a perfonbut of very mean' parts, they appointed Age- 
filaus dictator, or rather legiflator, giving him a power over 
the laws, for this reafon fuch as fled from battle were by 
them degraded from their honours, conftrained to appear in 
garments patched with divers colours, to wear their beards 
half fhaved, ha]f unfhaved, and to fuffer any to beat them 
who pleafed without refiftance ; to execute this at prefent was 
abfolutely inexpedient, power was therefore given to Agefilaus 
to new-mold the conftitution as he thought fit. But that great 
prince gave on this occafion fuch a proof of his wifdom, as 
Ihewcd lie was worthy of the truft repofed in him, fuch a 
proof as Plutarch confcfles hath fet him above companion, and 
which indeed can never be fufliciently admired. He came out 
of the temple very gravely into the public aflembly, and by 
one fhort fentence rcftorcd the public peace, preferved fuch 
as were under apprehenfions, and at the fame time faved the 
Lycurgic inftitutes ; this fentence run thus j Let the laws Jleep 
this day, hut to-morrow let them refume their full vigour n \ 
Then, old and lame as he was, he afTembled an army which 
he led out into the territories of the Arcadians, and purpofely 
avoiding an engagement, after ravaging the country and taking 
a town or two, he returned home, being content to {hew his 
countrymen that the fortune of Sparta was not entirely loflr. 
Some time after this a peace was concluded ; the Mantin&ans 
took this opportunity of rebuilding their city, which exceedingly 
vexed the Lacedemonians, who at length, not able to contain 
themfelves, invaded them; but the Mantina:ans, fhuttingthem- 
felves up in their new city, refufed to hazard their fafety by a 
pitched battle. The Arcadians about the fame time built the 
great city of Megalopolis, to which from all their villages they 
repaired ; this too offended the Lacedemonians, who thereupon 
invaded Arcadia, and flew Lycomedes the Mantintvan, general 
of Arcadia, with two hundred men ; this broke the fpirits ot 
the Arcadians, who thereupon fent to Athens for relief, but 
being denied there, they made their application to Thebes, 
from whence Rpamimndas and Pc/opidas were fent with a great 
Mrinv to their afliftancc ; when they were come into Arcadia, 
ami found themfelves at the head of fiftv thoufand men, they 
knew not what to do, the enemy being retired , at laft it 
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was refolved to invade Laconia, a thing hitherto unattempted, 
which accordingly they did, and, under the aufpice of Epa- 
minondas, appeared before Sparta itfelf, which till then had ne- 
ver heard of war in its neighbourhood ; in this defperate fitu- 
ation of things, Agefilaus took the command upon himfclf, 
difpofing the citizens with fuch /kill, and oppofing the enemy, 
where-ever they attempted to enter, with fuch numbers, that 
Epaminondas, notwithftanding he greatly defircd it, found it 
impoffible to attack the place, but was conftrained to retire, 
wafting the country as he mat ched off n . In the mid ft of 
thefe misfortunes a very dangerous confpiracy broke out, two 
hundred of the rebels feizing the temple of Diana at IJforien. 
The Spartans would have immediately attacked them and 
put them to the fword, but Agefelaus, not knowing how 
far the contagion might reach, prevented them ; and, 
having only one fervant near him, went in perfon to the place, 
to which when he drew near, he called out, Sirs, you mlftooi 
my orders, I did not direcl you to go all to one place, but that 
fame of you Jhould go there, and fame there. The conTpirators 
hearing this believed they were not difcovered, and therefore 
feparating immediately went to the pofts which he affigned 
them ; thus feparated they were eaiiiy feized, and being con- 
ducted to examination were afterwards put to death the fame 
night, without any reflect had to the ordinary forms of law. 
Epaminondas, when he quitted the territories of Sparta, left 
behind him fuch a mark of his virtue and magnanimity, as is 
fcarce to be parallelled in hiftory 5 he rebuilt the city of Mef* 
fene, and recalling the antieot inhabitants of Mefjenia from the 
feveral countries where they had taken refuge, he reftored them 
to the pofleflion of their antient patrimony, after they had loft 
it three hundred years. It is remarkable that rhefc Mr-flenians, 
notwithftanding their difperfion, preferved the old Doric dia- 
lect, which continued to be fpokc amongft them to the times 
of Paufanias, the geographer and hiftorian ; when Epaminon- 
das had accomplifhed this, he offered the Lacednnwinns peace, 
on condition that thev quitted all pretentious to M<'[Tcni<i, and 
left Laconia free, which terms were rejected with from °. 
The prefect diftrefs of Sparta obliged her ro fue for ailiflancc 
to her rival Athens, which, whether from a principle of genc- 
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rofity or vain glory is uncertain, was readily fent them under 
the command of Iphicrates, who in this expedition was fo 
unlucky as to lofe a great part of his reputation ; the military 
prudence of Epaminondas putting it out of his power to effeft 
any thing to the prejudice of the army under his command. 
The next year the war continued with as great warmth as e- 
ver, Epaminondas being fent with as great army to join the 
Arcadians , Ar gives , and E leans, who were in arms in Pelo- 
ponnefus; the Lacedemonians in the mean time applied themfelves 
affiduoufly to all the methods that could be devifed for refto- 
ring their affairs. They follicited their allies, they manumitted 
fuch of the Relates as were willing to take arms, they fought 
the affiftance of the Athenians, and even of Dionyfms the Sic- 
ilian, who ordered two thoufand Gauls and Spaniards to hold 
themfelves in readinefs to be tranfported into Greece as foon as 
the feafon would permit. In the interim, the Lacedemonian 
army, confifting of twenty thoufand men, fortified the pafles 
at the ifthmus, and, having ftrongly retrenched themfelves, 
determined to abide there, in order to hinder Epaminondas and 
his Tbebans from entering P eloponnejus . But this hope was 
vainj for though the Theban army was far inferior in number, 
yet Epaminondas, having confidered the extent of their works, 
and that they were apparently weakeft where the Spar- 
tans were polled, determined at all events to attack them there, 
which he did with fuch vigour, that he forced their lines, and 
broke into Peloponnefus, where he wafted the country, redu- 
ced Sicyon and fome other cities, and afterwards marched to 
Corinth, which he had alfo taken if it had not been for Cbabri- 
as the Athenian, who, being cordially in the intereflrof Spar- 
ta, defended the place fo well, that Epaminondas was forced 
to retire. Here the Gauls and Spaniards, who were by this 
time come from Sicily, did great fcrvice, and in the end of 
the fummer, being bountifully rewarded, returned home p. 
7^ Area- The Lacedemonians, though they were ftill defirous of 
diarist/- peace, continued to make as great preparations as poffiblc for 
edby Ar- f U pp 0 rting the war. Agefilaus afliited them with his counfels ; 
Year of 5 Cle ^nencs, who fuccccded his brother /hefipoU* after a year's 
th^Flood rc 'S n > ^charged ^ functions of jirir. magiftrate, Archida- 
2f>;i mm '' on °* Ageftluus having the chief command of their ar- 
Before niics. In the firit year of the hundred and third olympiad, this 
Chri:t prince havingdra wn together a confiderable body of Spartans, and 
368. their allies, and being aflilfed by CijjtJus general in chief ot 
ISVSJ Dinoyf.ns's forces, marched into Arcadia in order to revenge 
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his country for the many inroads, which within a few years 
before they had fuffered from the Arcadians. Having taken 
Carya and put thofe he took therein to the fword, he pro- 
jected ftill greater conquefts, till on a fudden all his attempts 
were checked by a declaration of CiJJrdas, that, his commiffion 
being expired, he could a£t offenfively no longer ; in confe- 
quence of which declaration he immediately withdrew. But 
in his retreat, finding himfelf in danger of being furrounded 
by the Mejfentans, he fent to Archidamns to befeech his affi- 
ftance ; the Spartan immediately marched with all his forces 
to the relief of his ally, and on his arrival fell with fuch vi- 
gour on the Arcadians and their allies, that he utterly defeated 
them with the daughter of no lefs than ten thoufand men, 
without fo much as one Spartan being (lain, whereby the 
prediction of the priefts at Dodona is faid to have been fulfilled, 
they having declared, when Archidajnus marched, that this 
war would end without any mourning of the Lacedemonians^* 
Some time after this Epa?ninondas broke in again, nocwith- 
ftanding all the care that could be taken, into P eloponnefus? 
yet without doing any great mifchief 5 the endeavours of the 
Perfian king having difpofed aim oft all Greece to think of 
peace, which with much ado was effected, after the haconian 
or Bceotic war had lafted about five years, in which if Agcfila- 
us was to blame, for having through his hatred of the Tbebans 
been a principal author thereof ; yet the great fervices he did 
his country therein, and his preferring the city of Sparta 
from being taken by a numerous and victorious enemy, were 
fuch reparations, that we may juftly commend the Spartans' 
for overlooking the failings of their prince, and making ufe of 
thofe high qualities which were alone capable of preierving 
them. We have been led to this obfervation from the nature 
of this hiftory, which (hews how loon the haughtinefs of any 
ftate can raife up enemies enough to pull it down, and how far 
the wifdomof a (ingle pcrfon may be capable of conferring 
and reftoring a dejected and defeated nation both to fpirits an 'J 
power r . In the fecond year of the hundred and fourth olym- 
piad, there broke out nc*v commotions in PAoponncfus, the 
Tegctcrans and Manthuxans making war 011 each other ; the 
former requeuing the aid of the Tljcinnn, the latter of the Locr- 
demomans and Athcnans^ gave ocvaiiou thereby to a new and 
fatal controverfy i for Lpuminondus^ at the head of a great 
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army marching to the affiftanee of bis allies* had notice* 
that Agefilans, with the whole power of Sparta, was in full 
march to join the enemy ; whereupon conceiving in him- 
felf that Sparta muft be left naked, he directed his march 
thither with the utmoft diligence. Xenophon him felf acknow- 
ledges, that this mcafure was fo well taken, and fo brifkly pur- 
fiied, that nothing could have prevented his furprizing the 
place ; but by accident a perfon gave notice of his march to 
Agefilans, who thereupon difpatched a courier to Sparta 
to deftre the citizens to be on their guard ; Archidamus no 
fooner received his father's difpatch, than he made all proper 
difpofitions for the defence of the place ; the old men and 
boys he placed on the tops of houfes, that they might incom- 
mode the Tbebans by throwing tiles and ftones ; fuch as 
were capable of bearing arms he pofted in all the avenues 
of the city, fo that when Epaminondas came, he had the 
mortification to fee that his defign was difcovered, and that it 
was impoffible for him to think of entering without great 
effuflion of blood ; notwithftanding all this, he attacked the 
place, but was received fo warmly that he was obliged to re- 
tire ; yet Arcbidantus following him gave an opportu- 
nity to the Tbebans to revenge the death of their country- 
men, which they did by cutting off a great number of 
Spartans, who had thus needlefsly expofed themfelves by an 
unwary purfuit. Epaminondas, to make himfelf amends for 
this fuccefslcfs attempt, marched diredtly to furprize Manti- 
naa, which he rightly conje&ured would be left naked by 
Jgefilaus's march to the relief of Sparta. Yet here again an 
accident defeated all his wifdom > fix thoufand Athenian fuc- 
cours were juft landed in P cloponnefus , and entered Manti- 
ihtca the very day that he attacked it. Thefc being frefti and 
full of fpirics, had the better of his horfe, and forced him to 
abandon his defign f . Thefc mifcarriages funk deep into the 
bofom of this crreat general, who refle&ing that his com- 
iniflion was about to expire, and that, if he retired out of 
Pelcponnrfus without effecting any thing, he fhoukl not only 
lofc his own glory, but that authority alio to which he had 
railed his country ; he determined, for the prefervation of 
both thefc, to rifijuc a battle at all events. When therefore 
he undcritood that Agefilans at the head of the Lacedemonians 
and Arcadlam with the reft of the allies, being no lefs than 
twenty thoufand loot and two thoufand horfe, were arrived in 
the neighbourhood of Mant'uuva, he led forth his army, and 
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having drawn it up in battalia, marched off towards the hills 
of Teg<sa y as if he intended to incamp there j but on a fudden 
altering the difpolition of his line to give it the form of a 
wedge, he marched fuddenly back and fell upon the allies, 
when they expedted no fuch matter ; the confufion was fa 
great, that the Thebans would have acquired a very eafy vic- 
tory, if Epaminondasy charging the Lacedemonians , had not 
expofed his peifon too much ; for they, knowing well that 
the whole power of Thebes was centered in this fingle man, 
covered him with darts, many of which he pulled out of 
his flcfh, and returned upon thofe who difcharged them j at 
laft one Anticiates a Sparian ftruck him into the breaft with 
a javelin with fuch force, that it broke and left the iron flick- 
ing therein, whereupon he fell down, which occafioned a 
new conteft for his body, and in this with much ado his coun- 
trymen were vi&orious, though with the lofs of their beft of- 
ficers. All Greece looked with concern on the iflue of this 
bufinefi, which was this -> that the contending parties, fearing 
the continuance of fo bloody a war, unanimoufly ftruck up 
a general peace, excepting only the Lacedemonians , who at 
the inftance of Agefilaus refufed to become parties thereto, 
becaufe the Mejfenians were comprehended therein c ; for which 
he is juftly cenfured by Plutarch, who was likewife no lefs 
difpleafed at the laft a&ions of his life, which were thefe. 
Finding that the Perfian was no longer inclined to Sparta, 
he confented, for the fake of a large fubfidy given to his coun- 
try by Tachos king of Egypt, to go in perfon to command the 
Greek mercenaries he had in his fcrvice ; there for a time he 
was of great ufe to the prince, at whofe requeft he went into 
Egypt j but at length, either to gratify his own refentment, 
or becaufe he thought it more advantageous to his country, 
he deferted him, and fxded with his competitor j from whom 
having received a large fum of money for his good fei vices, 
he im barked in order to return into P eluponnefus \ but being 
by contrary winds forced on the African fhore, he died after 
afhort illnefs, rather of age and fatigue than of any other dif- 
tempers, when he had attained the eighty fourth year of his 
life, and had reigned forty one years, leaving behind him the 
charaiter of a wife prince, a great captain, and a paflionate 
lover of his country (R). 

Archidamus 
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Archida- • Arckidatnus fucceeded to his father Agefilaus^ he was be- 
mus fuc- come the darling of the people for the glorious vi&ory he had 
mis Age- obtained 

filaus. 

Year of h ave hj s aclions recorded by writers of eminent abilities, no prince 
the Flood, 0 f Q reece ever was happier in this refpedl than Agefilaus : Xenvphon, 
2 &37- the beft hiftorian of his age and the companion of Agefilaus 's la- 
Before bours, was Iikewife the compiler of them. His Grecian hiftory 
Chrift, contains a very particular narration of the king's exploits, and his 
3 6 _ oration in praife of Agefilaus is a panegyric worthy of the character 

of that prince and of its writer. Diodorus the Sicilian hath alfo a 
very copious account of the tranfa&ions of this king of Sparta ; be- 
fides which, and the tranfcripts that have been made from antient 
Greek writers by tranflators and epitomizers , we have his life writ- 
ten by Plutarch, and again by Cornelius Nepos. His expedition into 
Egypt, when he was eighty years old and upwards, is to be the 
fubjeft of this note ; this let us take from Plutarch, who hath. given 
us the detail of this expedition with peculiar exa&nefs. " As foon 
" as he arrived in Egypt, ail the great officers of the kingdom came 
to pay their compliments to him at his landing ; his reputation 
being fo great had raifed the expettation of the whole country 
" which did flock in to fee him ; but when they found, inftead of 
" the great prince whom they looked for, a little old man of con - 
" temptible prefence, without all ceremony lying down upon the 
grafs, his hair uncombed, and his cloaths thread-bare, they fell 
into a laughter and fcorn of him, crying out, that the old pro- 
verb was now made good, The mountain had brought forth amoufe. 

n They were much fcandalized at his infenfibility and rudenefs (as 
they thought it), who when the prefents, ufually offer'd to 
ftrangers of diftin&ion, were made him of all manner of provi- 
fions, took only the meal, the calves, and the geefe, but re- 
" jetted the fweet-meats, the confe&iqns, and perfumes ; and 
when they did urge him to the acceptance of them, he faid, 
They might carry them to his /laves the Helotes. Theophrafius faith, 
st that he was taken with nothing he faw in Egypt fomuch as with 
" the Papyrus, fo proper for garlands by reafon of the fmoothnefs 
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and pliancnefs of its rind; and when he left Egypt 9 he defired 
" the king to let him carry fome of it home with him. When he 
joined with Tachos* he found his expe&ation of being genera- 
iiffimo frullrated : Tachos referved that place for himfelf, making 
Ageftlaas only caprain of the band of mercenaries, and Chabrias, 

" the Athenian, admiral. This was thefirft occafion of his difcon- 
tcnt ; but there followed others : He, being daily tired with 
the infolency and vanity of this Egyptian, was at length forced 
«' to attend on him into Phcenicia, in a condition much below his 
fpirit and dignity, which, notwithftanding, he was obliged to di- 
geft for a while, till he had an opportunity of fhewing his re- 

< k fentment. It was foon afforded him by Ntftattabis t Tachos's 

" own 
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obtained over the Arcadians, and which, becaufe no Spartan . 
fell therein, they tranfmitted to pofterity by the name of the 

tearlefs 

u own nephew, and a great captain under him, who took an occa- 
" fion to fall off from his uncle, and was proclaimed king by the 
*' Egyptians. This man invited Agefilaus to his party, and the 
" like he did to Cbabrias, offering great rewards to both. Tacbos 
" had quickly intelligence of this, and had then recourfe to all the 
" fubmiffive methods he could think of, in order to engage both 
" Agefilaus and Chabrias to his intereft ; the latter readily yielded 
** to his intreaties, and endeavoured all he could to perfuade Agefi- 
u laus, but he pretended to depend wholly on the orders which 
" fhould be fent him from Sparta, whither both the Egyptian 
*' princes had difpatched ambaffadors. The Lacedemonians left the 
" whole matter to Agefilaus, directing him to do what was moft for 
*' the profit of the commonwealth j whereupon he immediately 
*■ changed fides and carried off all the mercenaries with him. He 
" had not been long in the fervice of Neclanabis before a certain 
" Mendefian fet up his claim to the Egyptian kingdom, and brought 
" a hundred thoufand men at his heels to fupport it. He attempt- 
" ed to tamper with Agefilaus, of which Neclanabis having notice 
" began to fufpedl him, and his fufpicion increafed when Agefilaus 
" advifed him to fight this multitude immediately ; he took quite 
" a different method, retiring into a ftrong city, and fhutting up 
" himfelf and his troops therein ; the Mendefian advancing inverted 
" the place immediately, and began to fink a ditch, and throw up 
* c intrenchments all round the place. Neclanabis all on a fuddert 
'* talked of fighting, being afraid of being cooped up, and ftaryed 
" out ; but Agefilaus oppofed it, for which the Greeks blamed him, 
'* and the Egyptians called him traitor ; but he bore all with pa- 
|* tience, being afhamed of changing fides afecond time. Atlaft, 
" when the enemy had almoft perfe&ed their works, and only a 
" narrow aperture was left, Agefilaus went to Neclanabis and ad- 
" dreffed him thus : Now, young man, you have an opportunity 
u of faving yourfelf ; your enemies have been all this time work- 
" ing for you ; if you iffue out with your forces, you will eafily 
" beat thofe who guard the gap which is yet open ; and as for the 
" reft, their own works will hinder them from furrounding us. 
" Neclanabis, admiring his wifdom, exa&Iy followed his advice, 
" by which means he routed his competitor, and leaving the con- 
" dufl of the war for the future to Agefilaus, he quickly fubdued 
" all his enemies, and fettled him firmly on the throne. After 
" this being eagerly defirous of doing (till fome thing more for the 
" fervice of his country, the king of Sparta imbarked in order to 
" return to Greece, carrying with him among other rich prefents 
" a gratuity of two hundred and thirty talents, as a free gift from 
" Neclanabis to the ftate of Sparta. In this voyage he died, and 
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tearlefs battle. In his reign broke out the Phocian, or [acred 
war, wherein he fided with the Phacians at the perfuafion, as 
ibme writers fay, of his wife Dinicha. Others affirm, that 
not only his wife and himfelf were wrought on by the bribes 
of the Phocians, but even the Ephori, the fenate, and the 
whole republic of Sparta j but tho' he efpoufed their quarrel, 
yet he was far from countenancing their cruelty, which on 
the contrary he openly condemned and oppofed. When Phi- 
lip king of Macedon began to intereft himfelf much in the af- 
fairs of Greece^nd to take highly upon him for the many victo- 
ries he had gained, Jrchidamw is faid to have fent him this 
meffage ; Sir, If you will be pleafed to meafure your Jhadow 9 
you won't find it a whit longer than it was before. He was by 
no means pleafed with the cuftoms of his country, but on 
the contrary thought them burdenfome and rigorous, affe&ing 
to live freely and without reftraint, fuppofing, that it did not 
at all affe<ft a man's honefty, if he eat a good dinner : For 
this reafon he was glad of an opportunity to leave Sparta, 
and of redding in a foreign country, where he might live as 
he would, without offending the laws or giving fcandal to his 
iubje&s ; the Tarentines therefore requefting aid of the Lace- 
demonians for their fupport againft their neighbours, Archida- 
mus very readily offered to command the forces that were de- 
creed them, and paffing on this occaJion over into Italy, he 
was there flain near the city of Mandoniwn after having reign- 
ed fifteen years ; his ftatue was ere&ed at the temple of Ju- 
piter Olympus i an honour which none of the Spartan kings 
had done them except himfelf, which PaufaniasSuppoks was 
conceded to him, becaufe he died fighting againft the Barba- 
rians^ and did not receive thofe fepulchral honours which had 
been given to all his predeceffors x . 

* D i odor. Sicul. lib. xvi. Strabon. Geogr. lib. vi. Plut. 
Apophthegm. Lacon. Pausan. Lacon. & Meffen. Julian. O- 
rat. ii. 

4< for want of honey, which the Spartan* were wont to ufe in 
•« embalming, his fervants wrapped his body in wax,and brought it 
" fafe to Sparta". Xenopbonhis taken much pains to vindicate 
even his deferting Tacbos y which Plutarch juftly treat! as an aft of 
treachery, proceeding, as he tells us plainly, from the Spartan 
maxim, that all things are juft that are profitable CO one's coun- 
try (67). 

(67) Plutarch, in wit. Jgefil. 
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Agis the fon of Archidamus fucceeded his father ; he was a Agis fuc- 
Prince of great virtue and magnanimity ; he in his youth had ceeds Ar- 
been fent ambaffador to Philip of Macedon, who feeing him chidamm 
alone, whereas all other cities fent many deputies, faid with ^ ear °f 
an air of contempt, What ! from Sparta but one? Why, Sir, * e ^ ood 
faid Agis, / was fent hut to one r . When afterwards one of 
the creatures of that prince told him, Philip will not fuffer 
you to fet your foot in any other part of Greece. It is a mer- 
cy, faid he, that we have a good deal of ros?n at home 2 * Du- 
ring the reign of Alexander, though he hated the Macedoni- 
ans, yet he did not think fit to expofe his country to ruin by 
oppofing them : but when after the battle of Iffus abundance 
of mercenaries fled out of Perfia, he Jifted them to the num- 
ber of eight thoufand, and openly declared for Darius ; from 
whom receiving money to pay his feroops and a fleet, he failed 
over into Crete, part of which he tabdued. After the battle 
of Arbela heftirred up all Greece to revolt, by (hewing them, 
that, when Alexander had fubdued Perfia, they rnuft become 
a province of his empire, which would be no lefs grievous to 
them, than if they had been fubdufed by any of the former 
kings of Perfia \ for, as he rightly obferved, a Grecian king 
reigning in Perfia would be a Perfian to them ; befides, ha- 
ving been always free, he encouraged them to defend their 
freedom, while their capital enemy was yet afar off, and 
would be conftrained to manage the war by his lieutenants. 
The Greeks, roufed by thefe remonftrances, raifed an army 
of twenty thoufand foot and two thoufand horfe, of which 
when Antipater had notice, he compofed on any terms the 
difturbances in Thrace, and marched ftrait into Greece with 
forty thoufand men. Agis, however, did not retire orfhun 
an engagement, fo that a decifive battle was quickly fought, 
wherein, after a glorious refiftance, the Spartans and their 
confederates were routed with the lofs of five thoufand three 
hundred men, Antipater lofing three thoufand five hundred 
alfo. Agis himfelffell, but in a manner greatly to his honour ; 
for being covered with wounds he was borne by his foldiers 
out of the battle, till feeing them on the point of being fur- 
rounded, he commanded them to fet him down, and preferve 
themfelves for the future fervice of their country ; remaining 
then alone with his fword in his hand, he fought it out upon 
his knees, killing feveral of the Macedonians, till at laft he 
was fliot through the body with a dart \ Such was the glo- 



y Plut. Apophthegm. Lacon. • Idem, ibid. 2 Dio- 
dor. Sicul. lib. xviii. Curt. lib. vi Justin, lib. xii. Strab. 
lib. viii. Pa v san, Attic. 

rious 



gg 8 The Hiftory of the Lacedemonians.' Book I. 

rious death of this moft virtuous king, who died in defence 
of liberty and his country after a reign of nine years. Yet 
when Alexander heard of this engagement, he was vain e- 
nough to fay, While we are fighting Darius in Afia, there has 
been it feems a battle of mice in Arcadia b . 
Eudami- jgi s was fucceeded byhisfon Eudamidas, a prince of great 
das/*c- wifdom, moderation, and gentlenefs ; he governed all his 
reeds Agis. j a y S j n peace> an( j we h ave 0 f confequence nothing of 

tteffood on rtcor< ^ except certain inftances of his good fenfe and 
2660 Be- S reat ca P a city for governing in thofe troublefome times where- 
foreChritt in llc lived - The death of Agis had fo much provoked the 
gg 0> Lacedemonians , that they were for carrying on a 

Macedon at all events, which Eudamidas oppofed 



war 




a certain Spartan addrefled him thus, Why, Sir, when all 
your citizens are for a war, do you alone advife them to conti- 
nue in peace ? Becaufc, anfwered the king, / would convince 
the?n of their mi/lake. Another magnifying the vi&ories 
which had been obtained by their anceftors againfl: the Perfi- 
ans, and encouraging them from thence to undertake a war 
againft Macedon, You think, Sir, faid Eudamidas 5 /£<2* it is 
the fame thing to make war againfl a thoufand Jhcep and againfl 
fifty wolves. Coming into the fchool of Xenocrates the phi- 
lofopher, and obferving that he was very old, he asked what 
was his profeffion, and fome body anfwering that he was a 
wife man who fought after virtue, Alas ! faid he, Is he feed- 
ing it at thefe years ? When then will he make ufe of it ? When 
Alexander caufed it to be proclaimed throughout Greece, that 
-all the exiles fhould return in fafety to their own cities, ex- 
cepting thofe of Thebes ; This is a hard cafe, O ye Thebans, 
faid Eudamidas, but at the fame time very honourable ; for it 
is evident, that Alexander fears you only of all the Greeks <\ 
All thefe kings had for their collegue Clcomenes the fon of Cle- 
ombrotus, who reigned very long, but without doing any thing 
that was remarkable. 
Archida- Archidamus fucceeded his father Eudamidas, as Areus the 
nxus and fon of Acrotatus did his grandfather Cleomenes, but not with- 
Atevskiugs out fome difpute ; his uncle Cleonymus fetting up a title to the 
cf Sparta, throne, though the people preferred the fon of the elder bro- 
ther to the younger. Cleonymus, however, retired to Pyr- 
thus, whom he brought with an army into his country to abet 
his caufe, notwithftanding that the Ephori and fenate would 
have granted him any reafonable terms he could have afked. 
The Spartans fent Dercyllidas to meet him on the frontiers, 
and to expoftulate with him on the injuftice of his invafion ; 
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but Pyrrbus by one of his courtiers bid him carry this meflage 
to Sparta, that they fhould receive their king Cleonymus, or 
he would make them know that they were no better than 0- 
ther men. Sir, anfwered Dercyllidas, If your majier is a 
god we do not fear him, becaufe we have done no wrong i 
and if he is a man we do not fear him, becaufe we are as good 
as he <*. This expedition had well nigh accomplilhed the ruin 
of Sparta, occafioning much more lofs thereto than either 
of the atttempts of Epaminondas. It is our duty therefore to 
enter into a diftindt detail thereof. Pyrrhus had with him 
twenty thoufand foot, two thoufand horfe, and twenty-four 
elephants. Areus was at this time in Crete, and the city was 
chiefly intrufted to the care of his fon Acrotatus, whofe a- 
mours had in a great meafure occafioned this war 5 for he had 
debauched Chelidonis the wife of Cleonymus his uncle, which 
was one great reafon of his flying to Pyrrhus, whom he ac- 
companied in this expedition. When they arrived in the 
neighbourhood of Sparta, which was very unexpefted, the 
citizens flattering themfelves that their ambafladors would 
have obtained peace, certain intelligence was brought to 
the king, that the city was fo meanly provided, and the 
people lo much amazed, that without queftion it would 
fall almoft without trouble into his hands j when this news 
came it was almoft evening, yet Cleonymus prefled hard for 
their marching thither that night ; but the king, fearing 
that the darknefs would afford an opportunity to the foldiers 
of poflelfing themfelves of all the riches of Sparta, refuted to 
attack it till day-light ; a thing fo little expected even by 
the Spartans themfelves, that in Cleonymus'' $ houfe the Helotcs 
were bufy in providing a fupper, not doubting, but Pjpr- 
rhus would take up his lodgings there. But when it wag 
known, that his foldiers had pitched their camp near the 
walls, the fenate aflcmbled to confider if any thing could 
be done for their prefervation ; and the firft resolution they 
came to was, to fend the women immediately over into 
Crete, which refolution fome way taking wind, the Spar- 
tan ladies aflembled together, and having deputed Archi- 
damia to carry their fentiments to the fenate, fhe entered 
the room with a fword in her hand, addrefling the af- 
fembly in thefe words : Do not, my lords, entertain /a mean 
an opinion of the Spartan women, as to fancy that they will 
ever out-live Sparta ) inflead of confilerhig whither -ive are t* 
fly, conftder what we are to do, and be ajfured ive will under- 
take any thing for the fervice of our country c . Upon this 1: 

J Plut. Apophthegm, c Plvtarch. in vjt. Pvirli. 

was 
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was refolved to fink a trench diredtly oppofite to the enemies 
camp, and to defend the extremities thereof by burying wag- 
gons to their axle-trees croffing each other, in order thereby 
to prevent the paflage of the elephants. When this work 
was begun, the women came out many of them in their fliifts 
to affift the men in years who were employed in digging ; for 
they would not allow any of the young men to fatigue them- 
felves, left they fhould be unable to fuftain the enemies charge 
in the morning. The dimenfions of the trench once fettled^ 
which fome tell us, were thefe, viz. the breadth fix cubits, 
the depth four, and the length eight hundred feet ; the wo- 
men took a third part of it, and engaged to finifh it by morn- 
ing i . When day began to break, and the troops of Pyrrhus 
were in motion, the Lacedemonian ladies armed the men for 
the fight, reprefenting to them, as they were buckling their 
armour, and putting their fpears into their hands, how glorious 
an opportunity they had of conquering the enemies of their 
country in the fight of their mothers, wives and daughters, or 
of falling in its caufe. As for Chelidonis^ flie retired to her 
own houfe with a halter about her neck, to fhew, that if 
things went amifs, fhe would rather end her own life, than 
live again with her hufband. Pyrrhus faw with amazement 
the labour his troops were to undergo; however, he led them 
in p^rfon to the aflault, where they fought with the utmoft 
fury againft the Spartans^ who, confidering for what they 
fought, made a moft defperate refiftance ; in the mean time 
Ptolemy the fon of Pyrrhus drew off two thoufand Gauls and 
other choice men from the attack, and, marching to one of 
the extremities of the ditch, employed them in dragging out 
the waggons, which at laft with much ado they effe&ed, and 
began to draw them off towards a neighbouring river. Jcro~ 
tatus was the firft who perceived this defperate mifchief, 
which he immediately fought to remedy ; for rufliing through 
the city with three hundred men, he paffed round by the 
fides of the hills and charged Ptolemy's troops in the rear, 
who thinking of nothing lefs, and being in no pofture of de- 
fence, he forced numbers of them into the ditch, and drove 
the waggons they had removed over the reft to the great joy 
of the Spartans ; where Pyrrhus charged in perfon, the at- 
tack was fuftained with greateft vigour, and one Phyllius a 
Spartan gave fuch a demonftration of invincible courage as is 
fcarce any where to be found recorded j he foughtin the front 
of liib countrymen's ranks, till he found himfelf fo exhauftcd 
through the many wounds he had received, that he was no 

i Justin, lib. xxv. c. 4, 
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longer able to ftand ; when he called to the commanding 
officer, and having refigned to him his poft, retired as far 
back as he could, that his body might be out of the reach of 
the enemy when he fell. The battle, as it began with the 
day, fo it ended therewith, and Pyrrhus being extrefnely fa- 
tigued retired to his tent* where he flept very foundly till to- 
wards morning, when he had the following dream : Hfe 
thought he faw himfelf throwing lightning on Spuria which 
fet it all on fire, with the joy of which he awakfcd ; hfe im- 
mediately ran to his council of officers, and comrhunicated to 
them his vifion ; but Lyftmuchus his favourite did not under- 
ftand the vifion in the fame light with the king \ Thou knam- 
eft^ Pyrrhus, faid he, that with us places flrick'en wiih 
lightning are accounted facred ; / arh therefore of opinion^ that 
ihe gods have hereby fignified to thee^ that Sparta is as facred 
and inviolable as a place fir ic ken with lightning ; Weil^ rk- 
plied Pyrrhus, I am ready to own ^ ?ny friend^ that nothing can 
be more uncertain than our conjectures concerning thefe things ; 
yet this remains certain flill^ that we ought to do out duty \ 
and therefore^ without thinking more of my dream , let Us pre- 
pare for the attack g . The aflault was no lefs vigorous than 
the day before, nor did the Lacedemonians defend themfelves 
with lefs vigour, the women remaining all day at the trfench, 
fupplying the foldiers with arms, ammunition, meat, drink, 
and whatever elfe they wanted, binding up their wounds, arid 
carrying them off in cafe they were difabled ; at lafr, how- 
ever, Pyrrhus prevailed in the very attempt his fon had mif- 
carried in the day before, and of a fudden appeared within 
tile waggons, charging at the head of a great number of horfe 
with mighty refolution. In vain the Lacedemonians crowded 
from all fides to impede his pafTage ; they were trodden down 
by his horfe, and Pyrrhus was on the very point of entering 
the city when an arrow ftruck his fteed to the heart ; the 
beaft, flouncing in the agonies of death, threw him off, and 
his foldiers, in the firft confufiori, not knowing whether he 
as well as his horfe was not flain, gave back ; upon which 
the Spartans prefled on them fo eagerly, and diftributed 
their darts with fuch fuccefs, that when Pyrrhus was re- 
counted he thought it bcft to retire, fuppofing that the third 
day would put an end to this concert-, when after the heat of 
the adiion the Spartans had leifure to feel their wounds ; nor 
would he in all probability have been mi/taken, if he had 
dealt the next day with none but thcfe whom he engaged be- 

* Plutarch, in vit. Pyrrh. 
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fore. The good fortune of Sparta prevented this ; for ond 
of Antigonus's captains, having intelligence of their diftrefs, 
and of the noble ftand they had made* adventured with a 
body of troops under his command to throw himfelf into the 
place, where he was fcarce arrived before king Areus himfelf 
entered with two thoufand frefh men. Pyrrhus notwith- 
ftanding aflaulted the place the third time, but with little 
fuccefs ; whereupon he embraced an invitation given him to 
march to Argos, and endeavoured to rid himfelf of this un- 
lucky bufinefs as well as he could ; yet here again he found 
himfelf diftreffed, for king Areus being once come did not care 
to part with him fo, but fent a choice body of horfe to infeft 
his rear. The king, vexed at this infult, ordered his fon 
Ptolemy with fome fquadrons under his command to march to 
the affiftance of the troops attacked, where the young prince, 
more ambitious of glory than careful of life, expofing himfelf 
too much was flain. Pyrrhus, when he heard the news, im- 
mediately jumped on horfeback, and charging with unwont- 
ed fury on the Lacedemonians flew many of them, and par- 
ticularly their commander in chief, with his own hand 5 he 
afterwards quitted his horfe and fought on foot 3 and when he 
had fatiated himfelf with deftroying numbers of the Spartans, 
he continued his march to ArgosK Areus is very much 
blamed for his conduit on this occafion : it is faid, that when 
Pyrrhus was retired, purfuing him was needlefs, and ferved 
only to throw away the lives of many brave men ; but it 
feems the Spartan king was of opinion, that no fafety could 
be hoped for till Pyrrhus was out of Greece ; for this reafon 
he pofted away in perfon to Argos with a thoufand choice 
foot, and yet he fcarce arrived time enough there to fave 
the city, a gate of which having been perfidioufly opened to 
Pyrrhus in the night, he entered it before the citizens were 
aware 5 however, they flood to their arms, and while they 
were hotly engaged with the enemy, Areus came to their 
aid ; Pyrrhus at laft perceiving that he fought under great 
di fad vantages would have retreated ; but his orders being 
mlftaken., and his forces and elephants ftill continuing to en- j 
tcr the city, he was at laft beat from his horfe by a woman, 
who, {landing on the top of her houfe, and perceiving him a- 
bout to pufh his horfe upon her fon, difcharged a thick tile at 
his head, which ftruck him on the temple, took from him his j 
fenles, and before he could recover them an officer of Ants- > 
gotw's army ftruck off his head l . Concerning this Areus 

1 
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we know nothing farther than that he was a zealous 
defender of the liberties of Greece? as far as the broken and 
diftrefled ftate of his country would give him leave j for 
when he underftood, that Athens was in danger of being op- 
prefied by Demetrius the fon of Antigonus, he generouliy 
armed in its defence, and was flain valiantly fighting at the 
battle of Corinth * . To this prince the beft critics*have re- 
ferred that letter to Onias the high prieft, which we find re- 
porded in the book of Maccabees 1 (S), He was fucceeded in 

his 

* Plt/t. in vit. Demetr. 1 i Maccab. xii. 20. Joseph, 
Antiq. Judaic, lib. xii. c. 5. 

■ 

(S) The letter above referred to runs thus : 
Areus king of the Lacedemonians to Onias the high-priefl^ 
greeting ; 

It is found in writing, that the Lacedemonians and Jews are ire* 
thren 9 and that they are of the ftock of Abraham : Novo therefore, 
jince this is come to our knowledge, you Jball do well to write to us of 
your peace (69). This letter is exactly in the Laconic ftile, and de- 
ferves therefore to be preferred to that which we find in Jo/ephtts, 
wherein Demo teles is named as aoibafTador from Sparta ; the form 
of the letter is faid to be fquare , and the common feal of Lacede- 
monis defcribed as having reprefented thereon an eagle holding 
a dragon 5 the learned primate of Ireland hath been led into a great 
miftake, by paying too much regard to this Jewijb writer ; for it is 
certain, that this letter could never have been fent to Onias the 
3d of that name, high-prieft of the Jews, whoflourifhed when there 
were no kings at all at Sparta ; this the learned prelate was fo well 
aware of, that to get over thefe difficulties, he fuppofes one Areus 
a nobleman of Sparta to have taken the title of king in the pen- 
ning of this epiftle (70) ; but here again is a new and greater diffi- 
culty incurred than the former ; Jonathan in his letter to the Lace* 
demonians,bpeakmg of the epiftle before us, fays it was wrote a long 
time ago, which no way quadrates with the time in which Jofephus 
and archbifhop UJher place it j the truth is, this letter was not 
written to Onias the fon of Simon, but to Onias the firft, who W3s 
undeniably cotemporary with this king Areus, of whom we have 
treated in the text. In this we have followed the opinion of the 
judicious Dr Prideaux^ji). We take the liberty of adding, that 
there is the more reafon to fufpeel fome alteration in this letter by 
Jofephus, becaufe when he comes to give us Jonathan's letter, he 

(69) I Maccab. xii. 20. (70J UJfer. Annal. F. T. A. I. P. 
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his throne by his fon Acrotatus, who had fo valiantly de- 
fended Sparta when attacked by Pyrrbus. 
The afts of Of the other houfe Archidamus the fourth of that name, 
Archida- ^ f on 0 f £ u damidas 9 governed with great reputation ; he 
in us IV. was a prince 0 f the true Spartan race, who was defirous to 

** n S °f maintain all Greece in freedom, and to reprefs, if it had been 
P arta " poflible, the mighty power of the Macedonian kings, which 

like a torrent fweptall before them; and though for a time 
they might be reftrained from doing much mifchief, by their 
being obliged to turn their arms elfewhere, yet, whenever 
they had leifure, they were fure to feek fuch an authority in 
Greece as fuited not with her liberty. Archidamus had, ftrug- 
gfed againft the ftream when it was moft rapid, that is, when 
Demetrius Poliorcetes after fubduing Athens fought to make 
himfelf m after of Sparta ; twice Archidamus. oppofed him in 
the field, but was fo unfortunate as to be as often defeated, 
nor could any thing have faved the virgin city of Sparta 
from the rage of the victor, if the declenlion of his affairs in 
Afia had not conftrained htm for a time to abandon all thoughts 
of Greece He was fucceeded by his fon, but how long he 
reigned, or at what age he died, is uncertain. 
Eadami- Euda?ntdas the fon of Archidamus was the collegue of A- 
das fie crotatu< 9 he married Agefjlrata^ by whom he had two fons, 
reeds his Agis and Archidamt/s n . As to his a&s, we find no mention 
father of them in hiftory : It is probable, that, being a man of fmall 
Archida* parts, the government refted chiefly in Acrotatus^ who could 

not but be highly beloved by the people on account of his great 
valour, and many virtues. Arijlodemus, who had made him- 

* Plutarch, ubi fupra. n Plutarch, in vit. Agid. 

ha? taken the liberty to alter its addrefs aifo p and not at all for the 
better : thus it runs according to Jofephus : Jonathan, kigb-prieft 
of the. Jews, and the Senate, and commonalty of the Jews, to the 
ephori, finate, and people of the Lacedemonians, greeting (72). 
Whereas in the book of Maccabees the addrefs is thus : Jonathan 

the high -priefl, and the elders of the nation > and the priefts y and the 
other people of the Jews, unto the Lacedemonians their brethren fend 
greeting ^73 Neither ephori or fenace are mentioned here, they 
were probably put in by Jofephus to make the letter look the bet- 
ter. The name of Demoteles is alfo inserted in this letter, though we 
find nothing of it in the letter recorded by the author of the book 
of Maccabees. How the Spartans and the Jews came to be related, 
jnuft be confulered in another place ; our bufinefs here was to fix 
the time when the letter from Areas was fent to On/as. 
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felf prince of Megalopolis , was the capital enemy of the Lace-., 
demonians, feekingby all means to abafe a nation, who were 
always ready to take arms for liberty, and who alike hated 
the oppreffion of tyrants themfelves, or to fee their neigh- 
bours opprefled by them. Acrotatus 9 at the head of the 
Lacedemonian army, endeavoured to make head againft this 
prince, who was grown formidable to all Peloponnefus ; but, 
his fortune being no way equal to his merit, his forces were l 
routed, and himfelf flain, leaving the kingdom to his youngj 
fon Areusfn whom Leonidas the (on of Gfeonymus was tutor or 
protector, and he dying after a very fhort xeigr\>Leonidas ftept 
into the throne in his own right •. 

Leonidas had been hred up, or at leaft had long lived, \i\ Leonidas 
the court of Seleucus, which made him extremely fond of that \facceeds bis 
pomp and grandeur which he faw affc&ed there \ at Sparta pupil in the 
he had a great opportunity of indulging his ambition and lux- throne of 
ury, the people being greatly altered from what they were Sparta, 
before, and the Lycurgic maxims grown not only into difiue- 
tude, but contempt : One Opytadeus y being raifed to a chair, 
among the epbori, and taking occafion from thence to gratify his 
unnatural prejudice againft his own fon, procured a law 
whereby all men were left at liberty to difpofe of their lands 
by gift or fale, or by teftament at the time of their deceafe. 
This fubverted the very foundations of the ftate, for by de- 
grees the lands were moft of them transferred from the an- 
tient Spartan families, fo that though they were reduced now 
to about feven hundred, not above one hundred of thefe had 
any lands, but lived in the city lazily, without employment, 
and without wealth, their fpirits finking with their fortune, 
and with both the credit and glory of the Spartan ftate p . 

The collegue of Leonidas of the other houfe was Agis the ^ • ^ 
fan of Eudamidasy a young prince of great hopes ; he fhewed f m 0 y jju- 
himfelf both juft and obliging to all men, and in the gentlenefs damidas 
of his difpofition and fublimity of his virtues, not only exceed- attempts to 
ed Leonidas who reigned with him, but all the kings of Spar- reftore the 
ta from king Ageftlaus. For though he had been bred very conftitution 
tenderly, and in abundance of all things by his mother Agefi- of Sparca. 
JiratamA his grandmother Archidamia^ who were the weal- 
thicft of the Lacedemonians ± yet before the age of twenty, 
he fo far overcame himfelf as to renounce effeminate plea- 
fures. He was a very handfonie perfon and of a graceful be- 
haviour; yet, to give a check to the vanity lie might take 
therein, would always go plain and mean in his cloaths. In his 

0 Plutarch, ubi fupra. & in vit, CIcomen. p Plut. in 
vie. Agid. & in vit. Cleora. 
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diet, bathings, and in all his exercifes he chofe to imitate the 
old Laconic frugality and temperance, and was often heard to 
fay, He would not deftre the kingdom, if he did not hope by. 
means of that authority to rejiore their antient law and difci- 
pline. This maxim of his governed his whole life 5 he en- 
deavoured to affociate himfelf with men of intereft and capa- 
city, fufficient to bring about the great defign he had formed 
of thoroughly reforming the ftate. Agejilaus, his uncle by 
the mother's fide, was one of his principal counfellors, a man 
of great eloquence, but no great virtue ; the part he took in 
this bufmefs being chiefly owing to his fon ? s perfuafions, whofe 
name was Hypo?nedon, one of the worthieft men of his age. 
This Agefilaus brought over his fifter Icing Agi/s mother to 
fhe fentiments of her fon, notwithftanding her averfeneflr to 
them at firft ; and fhe in a fhort time brought over moft of 
the ladies of Sparta, which was a thing of prodigious confe- 
rence, fince they had always a mighty ftroke in political af- 
fairs, and their hufbands feldom took any ftep without their 
advice. On this occafion, as on many others, they fhewed 
their great good Tenfe and virtue ;for when they had thorough- 
ly confidered the matter, and perceived that though thefe 
new regulations would take away* their finery and their trin- 
kets, yet at the fame time it would reftore the credit of Spar- 
ta, knd give her new luftre in the world ; they came into it 
unanimoufly,' and endeavoured to engage their hufbands to 
relifh the propofal, which they found ho difficult tafk to per- 
form among the grofs of the people, who, partly becaufe they 
law the power of the ftate decline, and partly from their na- 
tural fondnefs for revolutions, were eager to fee the thing ac- 
complifhed. But the few in whofe hands the wealth of Spar- 
ta was centered grew very uneafy ; they applied themfelves to 
Leotiidas^ telling him, that, as he was an older and wifer 
man than his collegue,he ought to interpofe,and not fufferthe 
conftitution to be deftroyed to gratify the ambition of a young 
man. For thefe poflcfTors of money called that the conftitu- 
tion by which their ufurious gains were to be preferved, and 
trembled at the name of Lycurgus, as runaway flaves are 
wont to do if they hear that of their mafter. Leonidas was 
afraid to meddle with the people, whom he faw evidently in- 
clined to favour his collegue and the fcheme which he had form- 
ed. He therefore applied to the principal magiftrates whom 
he laboured to bring over to his opinion, that Agis intended 
to cftablifh an independent power in his own perfon by in- 
clining the people to his interefts ; firft by a remitting of debts, 
and then by an equal divifion of lands. The party he formed 

by 
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by thefe fuggeftions was very confiderable ; however* Agis 
perfifted in his refolution ; and, when his friend Lyfander was 
chofen one of the ephori, actually presented his rhetra or de- 
cree to the fenate ; the chief articles of which Were thefe : 
That every one fljould he free from his debts ; all the lands to 
be divided into equal portions ; thofethat lay betwixt the valley 
of Pellene and mount Taygetus as far as the cities of Mallea 
and Sellafia into four thoufand five hundred lots, the remainder 
into fifteen thoufand thefe laji to be Jhared by fome chofen oui 
of the adjacent countries ; men able and fit to bear arms \ the 
firft among the natural Spartans, admitting alfo Jlrangers to 



fupply their number , fuch 
cated, and ingenious. 
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m fome of four hundred, fome of two, with a diet and 
difcipUne agreeable to the laws of Lycurgus. The matter be- 
ing hotly debated in the fenate, Lyfander began to doubt the 
event, and therefore, without flaying to put the queftion, 
convoked a general aflembly of the people j in this aflembly 
both the kings, the ephori, and other confiderable perfons were 
heard, and by long orations fought to fhew the conveniency 
or inconveniency of the fcheme, according as they were inclined 
oraverfe to it 5 at laft,however, it was rejected in the fenate, 
though but by one voice, and from the time of that rejection 
the people in general attended on and paid their court toAgis> 
while the richer citizens, and thofe efpecially who had placed 
their money out at intereft, applied themfelves to Leonidas. 
Lyfander, however, contrived a method for removing him 
out of the wayj he caufed an accufation to be preferred againft 
him for the breach of two old laws, the one forbidding the 
kings of Sparta to marry a flranger, the other prohibiting 
travel to foreign countries. By the help of thefe accufations 
and pra&ifing a little on the fuperftitious temper of the peo- 
ple, he fo terrified Leonidas, that he fled to the temple of 
Minerva for flielter. Upon this Lyfander ftirred up Cleom- 
Irotus, who was of the royal houfeand who had married the 
daughter of Leonidas, to pretend to the kingdom, of which 
when Leonidas had notice, he withdrew, taking his daughter 
with him, who chofe rather to fly with her father, than to 

reign with her hulband 41 . 

Cleombrotus, being raifed to the regal dignity, concurred Clcom. 
with Agis in all his defigns but the next year the ephori be- biom*. 
ing chofen out of the oppofite fa&ion, they cited Lyfander fit cards 
and his friends to appear before them, and anfvver for what l<eor f 'di* 
they had done during their adminiftration 1 they in this d if- on,)t J 

* PtUT. ubi fuprs. 
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trefs had inftantly recourfe to the kings, befeeching them to 
£rote& thofe who were threatened for having performed their 
command ; Lyfander at the fame time fuggefted, that the 
iphori were created only to take care of the ftate in cafe any 
difference happened between the kings ; but that while they 
agreed, thefe magiftrates had no right to call in queftion any 
ads they thought fit to authorize. Agis and Cleombrotus be- 
ing perfuaded of this refolved to make Lyfander and hk 
friends eafy immediately ; they therefore went dire&ly to the 
place where the ephori were fitting, removed them from their 
feats, and placed others in their room, the firft of thefe be- 
ing Agefilaus. Such a tranfaction as this could not well hap- 
pen without a tumult, but, through the great care and fteady 
integrity of Agis no blood was fpilt, nor did any ill accident 
happen. Agefilaus indeed had projected the murder of Le- 
onidas as he was on the road to Tegaa ; but king Agis hav- 
ing notice of it fent a confiderable number of his own friends 
to efcort him ; things being in this fituation the kings would 
have proceeded both to the cancelling of debts and to the e- 
qual divifion of lands, had not Agefilaus prevented it, by 
pretending that it would not be fafe to attempt both at one 
time ; but that firft the debts fhould be cancelled, and then 
that monied men would more readily come into a divifion of 
lands ; this he faid, becaufe he had bimfelf a good eftate, but 
was greatly in debt 5 wherefore he fought to rid himfelf of 
the importunities of his creditors without parting with any of 
bis poffeflions. The kings, and even Lyfander, were deceiv- 
ed by his fpecious pretences, fo that they came readily into 
his fchemes, caufing all obligations to be brought in and 
burnt immediately, but referring the divifion of lands to a fur- 
ther opportunity, which greatly difpleafed the people. Agis 
quickly perceived this, and therefore he fought to repair his 
error by immediately dividing the eftates ; but Agefilaus ftill 
found means to put it off, under one pretence or other, till 
Agis was obliged to go with a body of Spartan troops to the 
affiftance of the Achaans. In his abfence he loft all bounds 
of modefty, and a£ted fo tyrannically, that by the time Agis 
returned a confpiracy was formed for reftoring Leonidas, 
which was accordingly effected ; and upon this Agis fled to 
the temple of Minerva, and Cleombrotus to that of Neptune. 
Leonidas (hewed more refentment againft his fon-in-law than 
againft Agis, he went to his fan&uary, and reproached him 
with his ingratitude and want of duty, and threatened him 
with death ; but his daughter Chelonis, interceding and hold- 
ing the two children fhe had in her arms, prevailed fo far as 

to have hi* fen twice changed into that of perpetual banifh- 
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jnent; in which fhe accompanied him, notwithftanding all 
the intreaties of her father j which extraordinary tranfaction 
hath drawn this reflection from Plutarch, that CIeo?nbrotus 
was happier in being banifhed with fuch a wife, than he could 
be in the; poifeflion of a kingdom without her r (T). 

Leonidas, once refettled on the throne, began to contrive Leonidas 
all the methods poflible for drawing Agis out of his fan£tuary ; reft ored to 
but all his attempts failed, at Jaft he corrupted fome of the the kmg- 
king's friends, who were wont to vifit him daily to condole dom y and 
with him, and after a time to carry him to the baths and P C ° m \ 
guard him back again. The names of thefe perfons, for it r ° u j a ' 
is but juft that they fhould be always recorded, were Ampha- * 
res, Demochares, and Archeftlaus* The firft of thefe had 
borrowed abundance of rich goods and plate from the mother 
of king Agis ; he therefore conceived, if that prince was 
taken off, he fliould acquire the pofleffion of them j the other 

r Piut. ubi fupra. 

(T) The character of Chelonis the wife of Cleomhrotus is one of 
the moll noble and moft laudable in the Spa tan hiilory ; we can- 
not therefore be blamed for inferring her fpeech to her father, 
which fhe pronounced in a mourning habit and in a fuppliant pof- 
ture, thus: " This mourning veft, thefe dejected looks, and all 
thofe oth«r tokens of unutterable woe, which cannot be con- 
cealed, are not worn for the fake of Cleomhrotus, but were put on 
" to condole with you in your banilhment ; and now you are reftor- 
ed to your country and to your kingdom, mult I ftill re- 
main in grief and mifery ? Or would you have me attired in my 
" feftival ornaments, that 1 may rejoice with you, when you have 
tl killed within my arms the man to whom you gave me for a 
wife ? Either Cleomhrotus mull appeafe you by mine and my 
children's tears, or he mu/t fuffer a punifhment greater than his 
faults have deferved : lie fliall infallibly fee me die before him, 
whom he fo tenderly loves. To what end fhould I live, or 
how fhall I appear among the Span an ladies, when it ihall fo 
manifeftly be feen that J have not been able to move companion, 
either in my hu/bnnd for the Hike of my father, or in my fa- 
ther for the fake of my huJb.md r [ was born, it icems, to be 
diflionoured and difgraccd both as a wife and a daughter, in 
that relation which is neareil to me in each capacity. As for 
Cleomhrotus y I (iifficiently difowncd' his caufe, when \ torCook 
him to follow you ; but now you yo.ir.'c'f will jullify his pin- 
ceedings, by (hewing to the world that for the fake of a king- 
dom it is ju/t to kill a fon- in-law, and be regauUdi of a daugli- 
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two were bribed by Leonidas ; thefe men therefore took an 
opportunity, when king Agis was returning from the baths, 
and relied entirely on their protection, to feize him ; Am- 
phares catched him by the arm, Demochares, being a ftrong 
man, threw a cloak over his head and muffled him up ; then 
their aflbciates coming in to their affiftance, they dragged 
their fovereign away to the common prifon, where the new 
ephori, conftituted by Leonidas , fat ready to judge him. 
To give the greater colour of juftice to their proceedings, 
fome lenators were by, but they took care that they fhould 
be fuch as were of their party. As foon as the king came in, 
they aiked him how he durft attempt to alter the govern- 
ment ? At which he fmiled without affording them an an- 
fwer, which provoked one of the ephori to tell him, That he 
ought rather to weep, for they would nozv make him fenfible of 
his prejhnption. Another afked him, Whether he was not 
conftrained to do zvhat he did by Agefilaus and Lyfanderr 1 To 
which the king with a compofed countenance anfwered, / 
was conjlrained by no man, the defign was mine, and my in- 
tent was to have rejlored the laws of Lycurgus, and to have 
governed by them. But do you not now, (aid one of his judges, 
repent of your rajhnefs? No, replied the king, though 1 fee my 
death is inevitable, I can never repent of fo juft and honourable 
an intention* The ephori then ordered him to be haled away 
and ftrangled. The officers of juftice refufed to obey, and 
even the mercenary foldiers declined fo unworthy an adtion ; 
whereupon Demochares, reviling them for cowards, forced 
the king into the room where the execution was to be per- 
formed. Agis about to die, perceiving one of the ferjeants 
bitterly bewailing his misfortune, Weep not, friend, for me, faid 
he, who die innocently ; but grieve for thefe who are guilty of 
this wicked aft \ my condition is much better than theirs. Then 
ftretching out his neck, he fubmitted to death with a con- 
ftancy worthy both of the royal dignity and his own great 
character. Immediately after Agis was dead, Amphares went 
out of the prifon gate, where he found Agefifirata, who cafting 
herfelfat his feet, he gently raifed her up, pretending ftill the 
fame friendship as formerly. He allured her fhe need not fear 
any further violence fliould be offered againft her fon ; and that, 
if /lie pleafcd, fhe might go in and fee him ; fhe begged her 
mother might alfo have the favour of being admitted, and he 
replied no body fliould hinder it. When they were entered, 
he commanded the gate fliould again be locked, and the 
grandmother to be fiifi introduced ; fhe was now grown very 
old, and had lived all her days with great reputation of wif- 
dom and virtue. As foon a3 Amphares thought fhe was dif- 

patched ^ 
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patched, he told Agejijlrata flie might now go in if fhe pleaf- 
ed 1 fhe entered, where beholding her fon's body ftretched 
on the ground, and her mother hanging by the neck, fhe 
flood at firft aftonifhed at lb horrid a fpeffacle; but after a 
while recollecting her fpirits, the firft thing fhe did was to af- 
fift the foldiers in taking down the body ; then covering it 
decently, fhe laid it by her fon's, where embracing and kif- 
fing his cheeks ; O ?ny fon 9 faid fhe, it is thy too great mercy 
and goodnefs which has brought thee and its to this untimely end. 
Amphares, who flood watching behind the door, hearing this, 
rufhed in haftily, and, with a furious tone and countenance, 
faid to her, Since you approve fo well of your fons's aclions, 
it is ft you Jhould partake in his reward. She, rifing up to 
meet her deftiny, only uttered thefe few words ; I pray the 
gods that all this may redound to the good of Sparta r . Archi- 
damus the brother of Jgis faved himfelf by flight, but was 
conftrained to leave his wife, who had juft lain in, behind 
him ; her, becaufe fhe was the heirefs of a great eftate, Leo- 
nidas compelled by force to marry his own fon Clcomenes ; 
to this the young lady was very averfe, yet in the end fhe was 
forced to comply. Cleomenes behaved towards her with fo 
much tendernefs and humanity, that fhe became quickly re- 
conciled to her marriage, but continued to hate her father- 
in-law for all that. Cleomenes was too young to confummate 
the marriage as yet, but having an extreme tendernefs for his 
wife, he would often beg her to relate to him the ftory of A- 
gis's murder, at which he wept, and by degrees began pri- 
vately to follow his example ; yet he followed it according to 
his own difpofition, which was by far more bold and vio- 
lent than that of Agis. He was conftrained, however, to 
bridle his defires till after the death of his father, he well 
knowing, that both the king and the nobles were too much 
diflblved in luxury and cafe ever to incline to, or fo much as 
bear with, the execution of his defign. 

On the death of Leon i das y Cleomenes mounted the Spartan CJeom* 
throne alone, and in the very beginning of his reign found n e° foe 
himfelf obliged to exert both his conduct and bis courage. ce f^ s ^ co 
Aratus at the head of the Achaans had formed a grand pro- "^as. 
jeft of uniting all the Peloponnejians into that league ; the ^^p^ 0 j 
youth of Cleomenes feemed tofurnifh him with an opportunity ^ r ° 0i 
of trying the difpofition of the Spartans, which he negle&ed ^fJir 
not, but fuddenly invaded the Arcadians their neighbours and Chrill 
their friends, who lived in a manner under their protection f . 236. 
The ephori upon this ordered Cleomenes to feize on a pafs into 

r Put. in vita Agid. f Pi.vt. in vita Arati. 
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Laconia, which was then fn the hands of the allies of the 
Achceans, which he performed, and afterwards difappointed 
Aratus in a fcheme he had formed for feizing Tegaa and Or- 
chomenium ; irpoti which the young king fent a meffage full 
of fneer to Aratus ; the old ftatefman deriding his youth afk- 
ed Democrites, a Sparta?! exile who lived with him, Wliat 
fort of a per Jon this Cleomenes was ? Why, my friend, re- 
plied the Spartan, / will anfwer you in few words ; if you 
have any thing to do againjl the Lacedemonians, let me advife 
you to begin before this young eagle's talons are grown. In the 
ful/icquent courfe of the war, Aratus by his great fkill ob- 
tained fome advantages over the Spartans ; but Cleomenes 
ga\e therein fuch fhining inftances of his courage and military 
virtues, that this great captain grew himfelf apprehenfive, and 
the people of Sparta feemed to take new fpirit from their 
king. The ephori, however, were for putting an end to the 
war, becauie they did not care to run any hazard, and be- 
caulc they were not a little afraid of fuccefs, which they knew 
would raife not only the power, but the credit of Cleomenes^ 
which they dreaded more than that of their enemies. The king, 
who was a man of great penetration, (aw clearly, that with- 
out reducing the power of the ephori, he fhould have nothing 
more left him than the title of king, with this farther 
mortification, that he fhould fee the power of Sparta fink 
daily, without being able to hinder it. In this perplexity he 
took a bold refolution of ridding himfelf of the ephori at 
once \ this he communicated to fome of his friends, who 
agreed to afiift him in it from the fame generous defire of re- 
floring the glory of their country c . The firft ftcp that was 
taken in this bufmefs was the recalling of Archidamus the bro- 
ther of Agis, who on his approach to Sparta was murdered 
by his brother's enemies, not without fome fufpicion that 
Cleomenes contented thereto ; but this feems to agree little 
with his character, and Plutarch, who reports this fuggefti- 
on, owns, if there was any truth in it, he was forced there- 
to When it appeared a point out of difpute, that without 
an army a revolution could not be cftecleJ, he by money pre- 
vailed on the ephori to engage in a war, and to give him the 
command. His mother Crateficlea, a woman of great fpirit, 
perceiving the difficulties her fon had to ftiuggle with, mar- 
ried again, that fhe might fix a nobleman of great intcreft to 
his paity, and at the fame time engaged to give up her own 
fortune, peifuading her hulband alio to come to the fame 



c Pllit. in vit. Clcom. u Id. ibid. Polyb. 1, v. 
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terms, whenever a divifion of goods and of lands fhould be 
made. C/eomenes, carrying fuch as he fufpe£red moft into 
the field with him, did many things there worthy of a Spar- 
tan prince ; but withal he took care fo to harafs his army 
with quick and almoft continual marches, that many defired 
to be left behind in Arcadia ; with the reft he advanced flow- 
ly towards Lacedemon. When he drew near the place, he 
fent a fmall party headed by fome of his confidents, who fur- 
prized the ephori at fupper, killed four of them upon the fpot, 
and had killed the fifth if he had not counterfeited himfelf 
dead, and thereby gained an opportunity of retiring, wound- 
ed as he was, to a temple, from whence he came forth next 
day without being injured. On the morrow Cleomciies came 
into the forum, ordered all the chairs of the ephori to be re- 
moved, except one which he referved for himfelf, then he 
made a moft artful apology to the'people for what he had done 
(Uj ; he (hewed them the neceffity of reftoring the Lycurgic 

inftitutions, 

(U) It is from Plutarch that we learn the purport of the king's 
fpeech on this occafion, which it is neceflary for us to report here, 
not only as it nearly concerns the prefent thread of our hiftory, but 
becaufe we have referred ourfelves to itelfewhere, as containing fe- 
veral curious particulars relating to theSpartan policy, Cleomenes then 
in this harangue alledged, " That the government, as it was fram- 
" ed by Lycurgus, was compofed of the kings and the fenate ; and 
" that that model of government had continued a long time, and 
" needed no other fort of magiftrates to give it perfection. But 
" afterwards in the long war with the Meffenians, when the kings 
** being to command the armies had no time to attend civil caufes, 
4t they chofe fome of their friends, and left them to determine the 
" fuits of the citizens in their ftead. Thefe were called ephori % 
st and at firft behaved themfelves as fervants to the kings, but af- 
" terwards by degrees they appropriated the power to themfelves, 
u and eredled a diftincl fort of magistracy. An evidence of the 
" truth of this may be taken from the ufual behaviour of the kings, 
u who upon the firft and fecond mcflage of the ephori refufe to go, 
° but upon the third readily attend them : And Afteropns, the 
" firft that raifed the ephori to that height of power, was not epho* 
" rus till many years after their inflitution ; therefore, whilft they 
" modeftly contained themfelves within their own proper fphcrc, 
" it was better to bear with them than to make a disturbance. But 
" that an upftart introduced power mould fo far dellroy the old 
" model of government, as to bariifli fome king?, murder others, 
" without hearing their defence, and threaten thole who defired to 
" lee the bell and mod divine conflitution rellored in Sparta, was 
4t uniufTerablc. Therefore if it had been poffiblc for him without 
" blood- flied to have f.eed LiccJmw from thole foreign pin gtie« t 

luxury, 
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inftitutions, and aflured them, that though the lituation of 
things had obliged him to make ufe of violence in effecting 
this refolution, yet for the future he would pay a ftrifl 
regard to the laws, though for his own fafety he profcribed at 
this time fourfcore citizens. He was the firft who delivered 
up his whole fubftance to the public ftock, wherein he was 
followed by his father-in-law and other friends. In affigning 
the lands, he gave fhares to all whom he had banifhed, pro- 
mifmg to recall them as foon as was confiftent with the pub- 
lic fafety ; immediately after he reftored the old Laconic way 
of educating youth, of eating in public, and of doing their 
cxercifes together \ he alfo raifed a confiderable body of troops, 
and difciplined, and armed them in a new manner ; to fliew 
his diflike to tyranny, and to remove any umbrage that his 
citizens might take at his doing all thefe things by his own au- 
thority, he allocated his brother Euclidas in the kingdom, 
declaring, that for the future there fhould be always two kings 
at Sparta, as there were in times paft, and that he would not 
eredt a monarchy in order to tranfmit it to his pofteri ty ; 
which declaration of his was extremely grateful to the people. 
But that which of all others ferved to eftablifh moft the power 
and the character of Clcomenes, was the courfe of his own 
life, which was in nothing more ftately or more expenfive 
than that of themeaneft citizen. There were in his houfe no 



« c luxury, vanity, debts, and ufury ; and from thofe more antient 
44 evils, poverty and riches, he fhould have thought himfelf the 

happieft king in the world; having, like an expert phyfician, 
« 4 cured the difeafes of his country without pain. But now in this 
«' necelfity, Lycurguj's example favoured his proceedings ; who 
• f being neither king nor magiftrate, but a private man, and aim- 
44 ing at the kingdom, came armed into the market-place, info- 
ft much, that king Cbarilaus fled for fear to the altar : But he, be- 

i"g a good man and a lover of his country, readily confented to 
41 Lycwgus's projecl, and admitted an alteration in the Itate. Thus 
44 by his own aftions Lycurgus lhewcd, that it was difficult to cor- 
44 red the government without force and fear ; in ufing which, he 
44 faid he would be fo moderate as never to defire their afliitance, 
44 but cither to terrify or ruin the enemies of Sparta's hippinefs 
4< and fafety. He commanded that all the land fhould b: left in 
• 4 common, and private claims laid afidc : That debtors Ihould be 
,4 difcharged of their debts, and a Uriel fcarch be made who were 
41 foreigners, and who not. That the true Spartans recovering 
44 their courage might defend the city with their arms; and that 
44 i hey might no longer fee Lacoma, for want of a fuflkicnt num- 
44 ber to iecuie it, walled by the yEtolians (70) M . 

(70) Plutarch in it>, Cleom. 

purple 
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purple furnitures, no canopies or cloths of ftate, no fuperb 
chairs or couches for indulging eafe, but a plain king, and 
every thing plain about him : When any offered petitions, he 
ftepped forward to receive them, talked gracioufly to every 
body,redreffed all the injuries that were done by others, and did 
none himfelf ; yet had his virtue nothing in it of aufterity or af- 
fectation \ he was naturally of a pleafant temper, which he in- 
dulged. When ftrangers dined with him he had plenty of wine, 
which was fet down in a brafs veffel, with filver cups nearit,acr 
cording to the number of the guefts, every man being permitted 
to drink what he pleafed, being neither defired nor forced to 
drink more \ being informed that Aratus and the Acheeans were 
preparing to give him fome difturbance, from an apprehenfion 
that after thefe alterations he durft not leave the city, he 
immediately marched with a body of troops into their terri- 
tories, and cut them out work enough at home. In the 
courfe of the war, he gained fuch advantages over Aratus^ 
as made that great ftatefman and captain decline being chofen 
captain general of the Acheeans next year as he was wont ; 
yet did not Cleomenes make any ill ufe of his victories, or at- 
tempt to opprefs the cities which fell into his power, but re- 
ftored them to their liberty, and, where they had been ex- 
pelled, recalled their anticnt inhabitants. The Acheeans were 
fo much frighted with this unexpe&ed run of ill fuccefs, that 
they were ready to liften to any terms which Cleomenes fhould 
think fit to offer. That generous victor declared, that he 
fought nothing more than to be acknowledged general of the 
Greeks, and that he was ready to deliver up the prifoncrs 
without ranfom, and to reftore the cities he had taken. 
Lerna was appointed for the place of treaty, the Acheeans be- 
ing willing to accept of the king's terms ; but Cleomenes 
marching thither fwiftly heated himfelf very much by the way, 
and, drinking in the midft of his heat a draught of cold wa- 
ter, threw himfelf into a fever, which was attended with the 
lofs of his fpeech ; he ordered, however, the principal cap- 
tives of the Acheeans to be fet at liberty, and put off the 
meeting to another time and place. This accident ruined 
him and Greece ; for Aratus, who till this time had approved 
himfelf a moft worthy Grecian commander, now differed env^, 
jealoufy and felf-conceit, to triumph over his virtue and bis 
love for his country ; and he, who in his youth had expelled 
the Macedonians out of Peloponnesus merely from the love of 
freedom, now privately recalled them, (raring that CUomenc^ 
the molt wo 1 thy of the Spartan kings, fhould he railed to rh.it 

dignity 
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dignity which he fo highly deferred \ When Cleomenes wa* 
recovered, he advanced towards Argos, where the Achteans 
held their aflembly ; but when he drew near, Aratus caufed 
deputies to be fent him, to inform him, that he muft either 
enter the city alone, or be content to treat without the place ; 
to which Cleomenes anfwered, that he was unjuftly dealt with, 
for they ought to have told him fo plainly at firft, and not 
now, when he was come to their very doors, (hew their 
jealoufy, and deny him admiffion. Not long after he declared 
war, and began to a£i offenfively. Upon this the whole 
league of the Achaans was put into a ferment, moft of the 
towns being ready to revolt and break the union ; becaufe on 
the one fide the people had been made to hope for a divifion of 
the lands, and a difcharge of their debts ; and on the other 
the nobility grew weary of Aratush power, and were almoft 
all of them provoked againft him for having called the Ma- 
cedonians into Pelapomiejus. Encouraged by thefe mifunder- 
Handings, Cleomenes invaded Achaa, where he firft took Pel- 
lene by furprize and beat out the Achtsan garifon ; after- 
Wards he made himfelf mafter of Phenaon and Penteleon. Not 
long after he furprized Argos, and in a very fmall fpace of 
time railed himfelf to greater power than any of his prede- 
ccflbrs, and his city to greater pre-eminence than fhe had 
ever held in Greece. In this fpace he would very gladly have 
treated with Aratus, offering him any terms to have engaged 
his friendlhip - s but he was immoveable in his refolution of 
deftroying the Spartan great nefs ; with this view he procured 
the caftle of Corinth, which was the key of Peloponnefus, to 
be delivered up to Antigotius, who fuddenly came to his affift- 
ance with an army of twenty eight thoufand foot and twelve 
hundred horfe. Cleomenes though he was much inferior to 
the enemy, yet defended the far greater part of Pcloponnefus 
till Argos was betrayed ; even there he did great things, and, 
when over-powered by numbers he could do no more, made 
a moft glorious retreat. At this time he received from Sparta 
the news of his wife's death, at which he was exceedingly 
grieved ; for though the Spartans were remarkable for being 
fond hufbands, yet Cleomenes was diftinguiflicd for his fond- 
nefs even among them. He bore his grief, however, like a 
hero, and like a king ; he went to his houfe, indulged his 
forrovv with his mother and other relations, and then return- 
ing to the camp rcfumcd his functions of a monarch and a 
general, without (uftcring his private concerns to interfere 

* Plut. in vie A rat. Pol yd. lib. ii. 

with 
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with public affairs. Ptolemy at this time offered him his friend- 
{hip in cafe he would fend him his mother and his fon as hoA 
tages. This demand troubled Cleomenes ; he went often to 
break the matter to his parent, but was unable to do it ; at 
laft, when it broke out, Crateftclea burft out a laughing ; 
Welly faid ihe, was it this you were afraid of telling ? Why 
do you not put me on Jhipboard, and fend this carcafs where it 
may be ferviceable to Sparta, before age waffes it unprofitably 
here ? When flie was going on board, Ihe withdrew her fon 
into the temple of Neptune^ where, having wept and embrac- 
ed each other, Come king of 'Sparta, faid fhe, let us dry our 
tears y that no ftgns of grief may appear when we go out y nor 
any token of weaknefs appear unworthy your dignity or the 
honour of our country^ fince our aclions are all that are in our 
power , and events belong wholly to providence. She wrote af- 
terwards to him from Egypt ; King of Sparta, do what is 
worthy of your country and may redound to its profit ; nor , for 
the fake of an old woman and a little child 9 fland in fear of 
what Ptolemy may do. Cleomenes afted in this unequal war 
with all the conduit and valour that could be expe£ted in the 
moft excellent captain among the Greeks f. He had to do 
with a numerous army compofed of veterans, well armed, 
well difciplined, and well paid ; his own troops were 
moft of them new raifed, many of them half armed, and 
nothing but what he could get to fubfift them with. Yet he 
kept the war out of Laconia, took the city of Megalopolis^ 
which was bigger than Sparta , in the midft of king Anti- 
gonus's armies, and when he had taken it generoufly offered 
to reftore it untouched to its citizens, but they reje&ing his 
offer, he abandoned it to the plunder of his foldiers 2 . After 
this he harrafled the territory of Argos 9 raifing mighty 
contributions, though Antigonus and the Macedonian forces 
were in that very city. This even in his own time was 
ftiled raflinefs, arrogance, and a vain-glorious (hew of fhort- 
lived fuccefs ; and it is owing to Polybius, that pofterity con- 
fiders it in a different light ; for he tells us, that though the 
generality believed Cleomenes to have a&ed from a defperate 
temerity, yet men of the beft difcernment and underftanding 
agreed, that he behaved with great prudence and judgment. 
The true ftate of the cafe is this j Cleomenes faw, that though 
at prefent he could make head againft his enemies, yet in a 
fliort time he fhould be deftroyed without fighting; he there- 
in Pi ut. ubi fupra, & in vit. Arati. Poltb, ubi fupra. 2 Plut. 
in vie. Arat, 8c Philopcem, 

Vol, VI Gg£ '^rc 



7 be Hiftory of the Lacedemonians. Book I. 



fore fought to provoke Antigonus to fight, where his choice 
of ground might give him an advantage \ and here again 
Antigonus gave a ftrong teftimony of his confuminate (kill in 
military affairs \ for notwithftanding the murmurs of his own 
troops, the outcries of the Greeks, and the infults of Cleome- 
nes* he kept himfelf where lie was, and would not fuffer ei- 
ther his own, or the paflions of others, to pufh him upon a 
ftep which might be injurious to his fortune. But afterwards, 
when he had it in his power to fight, and Cleomenes by reafbn 
of his poverty could no longer decline it, he gave him battle 
at Sellafia, where, partly through the fuperiorify of the Ma- 
cedonian troops, partly through the treachery of Damoteles* 
the Lacedemonians were defeated with a vaft (laughter of their 
mercenary troops, and with almoft the utter deftrudtion of 
their own ; for of fix thoufand Spartans only two hundred 
cfcaped . In the beginning of the aftion Cleomenes had the 
better, at leaft in that part of the army where he commanded 
in perfon ; but looking behind him, and feeing the other 
wing commanded by his brother furrounded, he cried out, 
Thou art lojl, dear brother* thou art lojl ; thou brave example to 
our Spartan youth* and theme of our matrons fongs / This mif- 
fortune of Cleomenes deferves the more to be pitied, fince, if 
he could have avoided fighting but two days, he muft have 
feen Antigonus conftrained to abandon the Achesans ; for 
within that fpace after the battle meflengers arrived in his 
camp from Macedonia* which brought advice of fuch dis- 
orders there as forced him immediately to return *. When 
the battle was over, Cleomenes retired to Sparta* where, how- 
ever he knew it was impoffible for him to ftay, nor indeed 
did he reft: there above a few hours ; for, after having given 
a few dire&ions, he went to his own houfe, where, with- 
out taking any refrefhment, he leaned himfelf, in his armour 
as he was, againft a pillar, and confidering what he fhould 
do, he at length determined to retire to Egypt. •* which re- 
folution he and his friends immediately put into execution, 
going dire&ly to Gythium* there imbarqued on board a few 
fhips, and parted over to Ptole?ny Euergetes* who entertained 
him honourably while he lived ; but his fon growing fufpicioui 
of him confined him, which Cleomenes at length refenting, he 
with twelve friends forced the place where he was confined; 
but finding it afterwards impradiicable toefcape, they flew each 
other. Ptolemy Philopatcr in revenge of this caufed the body 

a PoLrn. lib. ii. PLUT.invit. Clcomcn. & Philop. Justin. 
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of Cleomenes to be expofed on a crofs, butchered his mother, the 
reft of his family, and all her attendants. Miferable end of fo 
great a man, who fought only to make his country free, and his 
countrymen virtuous ! In him ended the Herculean race of 
Spartan kings, if we except the fhort reign of Ageftpolis which 
we ftall prefently mention (X). 

After 



(X) In this note we fhall vindicate our hiftory of the reign of Cleo- 
menes, which we confefs to be very little confiftent with the account 
given as by Polybius, though we acknowledge that he is, generally 
fpeaking, a mofk judicious and impartial writer, and had great op- 
portunities of knowing the true ftate of things at the time of which 
we are fpeaking; and yet we affirm, that he has not fpoken of 
Cleomenes things exactly conformable to truth, whence we conceive 
We had a juft right to differ from him, notwithstanding his great and 
eftablifhed reputation. Two things therefore we fhall endeavour 
to demonftrate in this note : Firft, That Polybius, hath injured the 
character of Cleomenes in his hiftory ; and* Secondly, That the cau- 
ses of his mifreprefentations may with probability, and even with 
certainty, be affigned. Firft then, Polybius, opening to his rea- 
der the caufes of the Cleomenic war, writes thus : When this war 
was kindled, and Cleomenes had mined the republic of Lacedemon, 
and converted a lawful authority into tyrannic power, Aratus, who faw 
that this prince made war with ho lefs conduit than valour, and being 
at the fame time afraid of what might be attempted by the i£tolian5, 
thought it neceffary to counterwork their projeEls f 7 1 ). In this paffage 
Cleomenes is roundly declared a tyrant, and undoubtedly he was fo 
in the opinion of all the Achaans ; and the hiftorians of thofe 
times dealt fo freely with his chara&er, that the great Li*vy makes 
no fcruple of calling him Cleomenes the firft tyrant of Lacedemon (72). 
Paufanias is yet more outragious : he fays, that Cleomenes, follow- 
ing the example of the great Paufanias, who gained the battle of 
Plataa> affe&ed tyranny, and thereby difgufted the Lacedemoni- 
ans fo much, that they hated the thought of kings ever after (73). 
Yet all thefe great men are mod certainly in the wrong ; nay, Po- 
lybius and Paufanias are fo of their own /hewing. For the firft every 
where admits, that Cleomenes was a prince of great wifdom and 
mildnefs, as well as intrepidly valiant, and of a lofty fpirit. The 
reafon for which he ftiles him a tyrant is, as appears from the fore- 
going paffage, becaufe he altered that condition cf the republic 
in which itftood when he afcended the throne. Jt is confeffed he 
did fo, but that this could not denominate him a tyrant, we will 
prove from Polybius himfelf In another part of his wining", de- 
fcanting like a grave politician, as indeed he was, on the ruin of 

(71 ) Polyb. Hift. lib. iv. (72) Liv. lib. xxxiv. (7 \) Pjufan 
ia Corinthiacis. 
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V>c ft ate of After the fatal battle of Sellajia, Sparta fell into th« 
Sparta af hands of king Antigonus, who, out of regard to the merit 



terthe " 0 f 

flight of 

Cleome- ^ Spartan ftate, he makes ufe of thefe words : " Lycurgus, in 
nes " " providing by his laws for the harmony of his citizens, for the fecu- 

" rity of his polity, and the maintenance of liberty, hath done fo 
" well, that his inftitutcs feem rather to be divine than human. An 
" equality of pofTeffions with a fimple and inexpenfive courfeof 
" life, could not but render men honeft and fociable in private life, 
" and quiet and peaceable in public concerns finally, continaal 
exercife, and a readinefs to undertake any kind of labour, could 
«« not fail of making them both valiant and indefatigable f 74) *\ 
He then fljews, that their affe&ing conqueft engaged them to de- 
part from the laws of Lycurgus, and induced their ruin ; and in the 
very place where he calls Cleomenes tyrant, he commiferates the La- 
cedemonians, for having from a ftate of perfeft freedom funk by de- 
glees into that of abjeft flavery under Nabis, by a continual de~ 
clenfion from the Lycurgic inftitutes. Now, if the flavery of the 
Lacedemonians and tfieir ruin arofe from their leaving the laws of 
Lycurgus, and if the laws of Lycurgus derived their chief excellence 
from their enjoining an equality of poffeflions, a fimple frugal life, 
and continual exercife, how could Qeomenes be a tyrant for changing 
that declining condition, in which he found the Spartan republic, 
into that form, as near as might be, wherein Lycurgus left it? but 
perhaps it will be faid he afted tyrannically in putting to death 
the ephori, and in effecting this alteration by force ; yet if this be 
admitted, it will fubvert all the Greek notions of liberty. The 
ephori were not eftablifted by Ljcurgus, they had exceeded the li- 
mits of their office, they had deftroyed the conltitution by intro- 
ducing the fale of lands, they had moil impioufly murdered Agis 
their natural fovereign, and, in one word, by keeping one of the 
thrones of Sparta vacant, which they did by force, they violated 
the fundamental laws of the ftate, and had, as Polybius phrafes it, 
changed a legal authority into a moll deteftable tyranny, from which 
Qeomenes refcued his country, and reftored it toitsantient luftre and 
liberty by the only way it could be effc&ed, that is by force. That 
Cleomenes was legally king of Sparta,. Polybius himfelf owns ; that 
the change he wrought did not make him a tyrant, we have proved, 
and confequently we have (hewn, that Limy was in an error when 
he ftiled him the firft of the Lacedemonian tyrants. We will next 
(hew the falfliood of Paufanias's account ; he fays, that Cleomenes 
affedled the empire of Greece, and Polybius intimates the fame thing, 
but they offer no fafts to fupport it ; and the contrary thereof is 
evident from the current of Polybius" % hiftory. A tyrant is one who 
facrifices public rights to his particular views, which Cleomenes had 
mighty opportunities of doing, and whenever ho had them 
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and indulgence ; they in return for this behaved for a time very 
quietly, and, fubmitting to the prefent fituation of things, 
ailed in fuch a manner as might give leaft umbrage to Aratus 
and the Acha?ans y who were the king's friends ; as long as 
Cleomenes lived, though an exile, and atlaft a prifoner in Egypt y 

4 

conftantly reje&ed them. He brought his paternal eftate into the 
public ftock when he new-modelled Sparta ; he reftored al] the ci- 
ties he took to their ancient form of government, when he might 
have annexed them to his own dominions, and chofe to have allies 
where he might have had fubje&s ; with reafon therefore have we 
concluded with Plutarch, that he did not affect the tyranny of Greece. 
As to the latter part of Paufanias's cenfure, that the Spartans fo ha- 
ted the memory of Cleomenes, it is diametrically oppofite to truth ; 
for Polybius tells us, that after his flight into Egypt they remained 
without kings, becaufe they tenderly loved Cleomenes, and ardent- 
Jy wifhed and expected his return. Thefe are his very words, and 
he afterwards tells us, that as foon as they knew that Cleomenes was 
dead, they refolved to be no longer without kings. We come 
now to the fecond part of what we propofed, the caufes of Polybi- 
us' $ mifreprefentations, and they were no other than thofe which 
have been and will be common in the world, as long as it is inhabi- 
ted by men. Polybius lived in thefe times : He was by birth of 
the city of Megalopolis which Cleomenes deftroyed ; he was an A- 
ekaean ftatefman, a profeffed and zealous friend of Aratus, the ca- 
pital enemy of this prince whom he fo much decries. Jratus fought 
to bring all the P eloponnefian ftates into the Achaan league, and 
why ? that they might be thereby fefe againft the Macedonian 
power ; Cleomenes oppofed this, becaufe it was contrary to the in- 
tereft of Sparta, which would have thereby become inconfiderable. 
Aratus endeavoured in a time of full peace to have executed his 
fcheme by force, on a fuppofition, that Cleomenes being a young 
man might have been eafily depofed. After all, when Cleomenes in 
his own defence had humbled the Achaans, he did not pretend to 
reduce them into fabje&ion, but offered to join with them to fupport 
the liberty of Greece againft the Macedonian kings ; but Aratus, 
refolying to have all things his own way, called in thefe very 
Macedonians, delivered up to them Aero-Corinth, deftroyed the 
Lacedemonian kingdom, induced the ruin of his own country, and 
was htmfelf poifoned by Philip king oiMacedon, whom he vainly call- 
ed and imagined to be his pupil. Polybius, mifled by Aratus* $ notions, 
paints Cleomenes as a tyrant, though he took the only method to 
prefer ve Greece free, and Greece loft her freedom becaufe he failed 
in his defign; this has appeared fince, and Plutarch, who was a 
true friend to liberty and virtue, living without the reach of pre- 
judice, has done that juftice to Cleomenes which Polybius denied 

him f75). 
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the Spartans lived as well as they could under the government 
of the ephori and fenate j but as foon as the news came of 
his death* and they were once thoroughly afcertained it was 
true, new ftirs arofe, in which Adimas, one of the ephori, 
endeavoured all he could to moderate the people ; and when 
his collegues had fummoned them to meet in arms, he had the 
courage to reprefent to them, how little their behaviour cor- 
rcfponded with their circumftances, and how unreafonable it 
was for them to involve themfelves in their prefent unfettled 
condition in a new war with the Macedonians, who not long 
ago had vanquifhed them, and had ever fince treated them 
we.l. The people of Sparta, like the people of moft other 
cities, were inclined to liften to reafon as foon as they began 
to underftand it, which the reft of the ephori perceiving, they 
and their aflbciates gathered about Mimas and ftabbed him ; 
which once done, they did what they pleafed. Soon after this 
Philip the fon of Antigonus arrived with a great a,rmy on their 
frontiers, when the Spartans fent deputies to make their fub- 
miffion, which when the king had heard, he fuffered them to 
withdraw, and caufed the matter to be afterwards debated 
in council. Moft of thofe who compofed it, after reprefent- 
ing the Lacedemonians as a turbulent and fadtious people, de- 
clared, that the king ought to treat them as heretofore Alexan- 
der had done the Thebans, that is, put their principal men tor 
death, and humble the reft by a very fevere chaftifement. But 
the king, though but feventeen years old, differed from them \ 
he faid, the fedition of the Spartans turned to their own hurt, 
that on his appearance they had offered to fubmit themfelves 
and become his fubje&s $ and that to put their principal men 
to death, and mal-treat the reft, would be unworthy of a prince ; 
he therefore contented himfelf with telling the deputies, that 
hefhould have his eye upon the Spartans for the future, and 
therefore advifed them to be quiet 5 after which he difmifTed 
them K 

Lycurgus The /Etolians, making new difturbances in Greece, were 
iWAgefi- very dcfirous to engage the Lacedemonians in their in- 
polis eleS' tcrcft ; to this end they fent Machates embaflador to Sparta ; 
id kings. h c endeavoured to pcrfuade the ephori to chufe two kings, and 

to unite themfelves ftruSUy with the Mtolians j but thofe ma- 
giftratcs, liking neither of his propofitions, procured them 
both to be rejected by the people, notwithftanding that a ftrong 
party had declared themfelves for Machates. This party after 
his departure found means to ftir up the people fo effectually 
againft the ephori, that at a folemn fcftival they murdered 

h Poly b. lib. iv. Plut.ih vit. Ante. 
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them at the temple of Pallas, and elected others, whom they 
dire&ed to elecSt kings. In confequence of this, they chofe 
firft Ageftpolis a boy, the grandfon of Cleombrotus whom Leo- 
nidas baniflied, and appointed Cleomenes, the fon of Cleombro- 
tus and the child's uncle, his tutor. For the other king they 
fet up Lycurgus, a man, no way allied to the royal family, 
or at leaft never conceived to be allied to it, till by giving a 
talent a piece to the ephori, they declared him of the Hercu- 
lean race and the lawful king of Sparta. He after fome time 
drove Agefipolis into banifhment^ and involved his country in 
feveral wars, which he waged with various fuccefs. At laft 
Chilo confpired againft him ; this man conceived he had fome 
right to the Spartan throne, and having engaged about two 
hundred perfons to abet his fcheme, he fell upon the ephori 
fuddenly and murdered them ; after which he furrounded the 
houfe of Lycurgus, who, by the fidelity of fome of his fer- 
vants, made his efcape. Chilo, perceiving that the people 
little affected him, fled out of Laconia, and retired to the Ma- 
cedonians whom he endeavoured to irritate againft his country. 
When things were a little fettled, Lycurgus was recalled, and 
reigned in Sparta many years. When king Philip came into 
Peloponnefus for the fecond time, and began to tran(a# things 
there, not only without advice, but contrary to the opinion, 
of Aratus, Lycurgus and the Lacedemonians began to take 
heart, and to think once more of contending with the power 
of Macedon, notwithftanding all the mifchiefs they had fuf- 
tained ; neither were they frighted from this purpofe, when 
they were informed, that the king wa3 become friends again 
with Aratus and his fon ; wherefore, as foon as the feafon of 
the year permitted, they invaded Mejfenia, which immediate- 
ly drew Philip that way, upon which Lycurgus retired, that 
he might put his country ink) a condition to fuftain the invafi- 
on, which he plainly perceived was intended, though king 
Philip took all the precautions poffible to hinder his defign 
from being penetrated 6 . He advanced with his army as far as 
Amycla, from whence he fpoiled all the country round about : 
In the mean time the MeJJenians invadsd Lacor.ia on the other 
fide, refolving to march through it and join the Macedonians \ 
but while their commander, who greatly contemned the Spar- 
tans in their prefent dittrefTed condition, encamped carelefly 
and without throwing up any intrenchments, Lycurgus fud- 
denly attacked them with fuch fuccefs, that he took the great- 
eft part of their horfes and baggage, and returned with much 
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honour to Sparta. As foon as he returned, he made the ne- 
cefEiry difpofitions for the defence of the city. In the firft 
place, he recovered the pofts which the Macedonians had feized 
on the mountains, and then caufingthe waters of the Eurotas 
to be dammed up, he provided a means of laying all the coun- 
try between the river and the mountains under water ; lb that 
the Macedonians, not being able to march that way, would 
be obliged to coaft the foot of the mountains, and thereby 
expofe their rear to fhe infults of Lycurgus and his Lacedemo- 
nians. Philip perceiving this, refolved firft of all to difpof- 
fefs Lycurgus of his pofts in the mountains, which, at the head 
of a choice body of troops, he with much ado performed ; 
however, he retired with his forces at laft into the city, which 
he preferved from any infult; and thus this great king of Ma- 
cedon, after having plundered and ravaged Laconia, was ob- 
liged to retire, his own camp being full of fedition, and his 
foidiers more inclined to mutiny than fighting. Some (hort 
time after this, the ephori, having, or pretending to have, 
information, that Lycurgus intended to make himfelf abfolute, 
they attempted to furprize and murder him in his houfej but 
he, having previous notice of their defign, withdrew into M- 
tolia, and the iniquity of the cphori being clearly difcovered 
by the people, he was fliortly after recalled. What he did 
after this we know not, nor how long he held the kingdom ; 
whether he died in peace,* or by the fword, in pofleflion of the 
regal authority, or not; neither can we fay what fteps were 
taken by the Spartans when they loft this king of their own 
ele&ion : If we take him for the laft of their princes, or if 
according to others, we look upon Cleomenes in that light, ei- 
ther way we (hall fee the oracle concerning a lame reign ful- 
filled ; but perhaps it will be better to interpret this prophecy 
generally of all fingle reigns, which, according to the confti- 
tution of Sparta, could not but be lame, and under them all 
the people were moft notorioufly unhappy, falling continually 
from bad to worfe, every fucceeding tyrant excelling in wick- 

ednefs his predeceflbr. 
Machani- Machanidas was the fucceflbr of Lycurgus, but when he 
fa&ajfumei attained the fovereignty is very uncertain ; the year in which 
the tyranny. we fi nc j him firft mentioned, we have placed in the margin ; 
Yearpf ^y w h at co ] our he held his dignity appears not, but that he 
the Flood was a p Cr ; on Q f g reat abilities is certain. At home he eje&ed 

vpar Un t ' ie e ph° r *'> as not caring to have any either equal or greater 

than himfelf in Sparta 5 abroad he made all Peloponnefus trem- 
ble, which in all probability he would have fubdued and brought 
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had not oppofed him d . He engaged all the cities in that 
league to furnifli troops for reducing the power of Macbani- 
daS within bounds, which, as he plainly /hewed, if not time- 
ly undertaken, would be a thing beyond their abilities. When 
he had drawn together this army, after exercifing them for 
fome time in flight fkirmifhes, he marched towards Mantincea, 
in order of battle. Thither alfo came Maclwnidas at the 
head of a very powerful army, compofed not only of Spartavs y 
but of mercenaries ; an engagement quickly followed which 
was very obftinate, in which at firft Machanidas had the bet- 
ter ; but he purfuing this advantage too far, Pbilopcemen at- 
tacked him in the rear j however, the Lacedemonians fought 
defperately for a time, expe&ing that Alachanidas would come 
to their relief, which accordingly he did ; but Philopcemen fore- 
feeing that he would take the fhorteft way, and knowing that 
there was a ditch there of whiclr Machanidas was igno- 
rant, he left Polybius the Mcgalopolitan to pufh the enemy 
that were ftill fighting, and with a fmall party of horfe ad- 
vanced to the ditch to meet Machanidas, whom he prefemly 
diftinguifhed by his purple robe. The tyrant, who with two 
or three friends had out-rode the reft of his troops, feeing 
that Pbilopcemen and his company were but few, refolvcd to 
pafs the ditch ; in order to tjiis he puftied his horfe directly a- 
gainft Philopcemen, who turning fide-ways from him, as if he 
meant to avoid him, brought the point of his fpear to bear 
dire&ly againft his breaft as his horfe leaped, fo that, juft as 
he pafled the ditch, Machanidas fell down dead ; this put an' 
end to the battle, for as foon as his death was known his army 
fled : The Achceans wafted all the provinces which had been 
Aibje&to him, the Spartans, who loft four thoufand men in 
this engagement, having neither fpirits nor ftrength to oppofe 
them c . 

Not long after the death of Machanidas, we find Sparta Nabisyfrr- 
under a new and yet feverer bondage under one Nobis, who ceeds Mi- 
is reported to have exceeded all tyrants, and to have left the chanidas, 
epithets of gracious and merciful to PhalarismA Dionyftusoxx X^, 0 *, 
a comparifon of their adtions with his. Other evil princes ^ • 
had their peculiar vices, and perhaps many ways of plaguing g ^ ' 
andpunifliing their fubjefts ; but Nabis had not only all, but Q^jft 
invented and pradtifed fuchaftsof cruelty as were never heard x ^ 
of before, and have funk into oblivion fincc. To all who 
were honeft, brave, or noble, he was an open enemv, fuch 
as he could lay his hands on he murdered, fuch as were mr 
immediately in his power he banilhed : But did he flop theie ? 

(1 Poly b. ubi fupra. Pi.ur. in vit. Philo. e Plutarch in 
vit. Philopcemen. Poly it. Fragment. lib. vii. 
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no. He feat fome of his Cretan affaffins after them where-e- 
ver they retired, who watched them fo narrowly, that in the 
field, or at their tables, or in their beds, they found an oppor- 
tunity to flay them. At home he reigned with a diffimulation, 
which fome called wifdom. He kept up the ftate of a prince, 
he wore purple, was attended by guards, performed the func- 
tions of a firft magiftrate, kept an equal countenance, made 
ufe of fmooth fpuechcs, entertained numbers of fpies and fy- 
cophants, and ftruck fuch a terror into all who were not fo, 
that they durft not exprefs their thoughts or their fears. Po- 
Ijbius tells us, that he had a painted image which refembled 
his wife, and this being clad in royal robes he introduced, 
when he fanckd it impra&icable to wheedle any Lacedemonian 
out of his money ; and fuch was the art with which this image 
was contrived, that, by touching certain fecret fprings, it 
catched any who were near it in its arms, and forced them to 
fay any thing the tyrant pleafed f . The diftreffed and deject- 
ed ftate of all Greece which was now mightily divided, weak 
in its councils, and weaker ftill in the execution of them, and 
with all this mightily over-awed by the power of the Macedo- 
nian kings, and the Roman republic, gave vaft opportunities to 
the tyrant to increafe his dominions, and to exalt his power. 
He in *themidft of thefe confufidns feized, under pretence of 
ujfiiting fome of the exiled citizens, on Argos, into which he 
put a garifon under the command of Pythagoras his fon-in- 
law, a man of great abilities, and who was indeed the fupport 
of his tyranny. The Achaans immediately applied to the 
Romans i for they began to be affrighted themfelves at the ap- 
prehenfions of the tyrant's growing power. Titus ghtintins 
the Roman general arriving in Greece, they quickly made him 
fenfible of the mifchiefs that would follow, if Nobis was per- 
mitted to go on ; for, not contented with holding the prime 
part of Peloponncfus under his fway, he began to be ambitious 
of the empire of the fea, and to project fuch fchemes as threat- 
ened difturbance even to the Romans themfelves. £htintius 
marched immediately into the neighbourhood of Argos, and 
had fome thoughts of attacking the city, where on his approach 
a rifing was attempted, which iflued in the deftru&ion of thofe 
•who were dcfirous to be free. After this he marched towards 
Lacedemon itfelf, at which Nobis was exceedingly troubled ; 
he oidcrcd, however, a general allembly of the people to be 
held without the city, whither as foon as they were come, he fur- 
rounded them with his troops; then he madeafhort fpecch, inti- 
mating the mighty danger they were in ; for it is the mode of all ty- 
rants to call themfelves and their private concerns the intcrefl o. 
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their country j he then magnified the great pains he had taken in 
fecuring all the potts and avenues of Sparta^ and concluded, that 
fince without fpeaking he had done fo much for their fervice, 
they ought not now he did fpeak to grudge doing fomewhat for 
him, the rather, becaufe what he fought concerned likewife 
their own fafetyj fome there were amongft them, he faid, 
who had given him juft caufe to fufpeil their condutft, thefe 
therefore he was determined to feize and imprifon, till, the 
prefent danger being over, he might, which he greatly wifh- 
ed, reftore them again to liberty confiftent with his own and 
the public fafety : Having made this goodly harangue, he 
caufed fourfcore perfons of worth and honour to be arretted, 
the unarmed multitude looking on with amazement, and that 
fame night he caufed them all to be murdered in prifon ; 
a little afterwards, growing jealous of the Helctes, he feized 
a great number of them, caufed them to be fcourged in the 
ftreets, till the kennels were difcoloured with their blood, 
and then put them to death without mercy. After all, find- 
ing the Romans about to befiege him, he refolved to attempt 
a treaty, knowing that king Antiochus was meditating new 
ftirs, and from thence concluded, that §)uintius would be 
glad to come to fome agreement with him. His hopes were 
pot ill grounded, that great man, having nothing fo much 
in view as the intereft of Rome, readily agreed to meet him 
and hear his propofals : Nobis at this interview made a long and 
well-compofed oration, to which ghtintius made him but an 
indifferent return, yet promifed to fend him certain articles 
in writing; and thus this conference ended. The allies la- 
boured hard to engage ^uintius not to treat any more; king 
Eutnenesy who was in his camp, affirmed, that it was to no 
purpofe, for that die tyrant would think no longer of peace 
than war was near him ; Agcfipolis king of Sparta , who, 
with many other illuftrious exiles waited on Sjhtintius^ in- 
filled, that it would be unworthy of the Roman name to enter 
into treaty with fo cxecrab ! e a perfon ; the Acbaans were of 
the fame fentiments, yet Quintius remained firm to his own ; 
he faw clearly that they regarded their own interefts, and 
thence he inferred, that he ought to mind none but thofe of 
Rome; a£Hng therefore on this motive, he fen t Nabi j, as he 
had promifed, an account of the terms whereon he would 
grant him peace, and thofe terms were thefe : That he 
fhould withdraw all his gari/ons from Aigs* and its territo- 
ries : That he fhould deliver up all the /hips of war he had 
taken, and of all his fleer fhould retain no more than two 
galliots : Thar he fhould deliver up fuch ashad fled to him from 
the Roman allies, and make rcftitutiuu to the Mrifinunn for 
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plundering their territories : That he fhould reftore to the 
Lacedemonian exiles their wives and children : That he fhould 
build neither caftle nor city in his own territories, nor in 
thofe of his neighbours : That he jfhould give five fuch hof- 
tages as the general would chufe, and among them his own 
Ton: That he fhould pay down a hundred talents, and that 
he fhould continue paying fifty talents a year for eight years 
together. Nabis difliked thefe conditions, and found means 
to make all the Lacedemonians diflike them, fo that they de- 
termined to make an obftinate defence ; ^uintius, perceiv- 
ing nothing was to be done but by force, and having with 
him an army of fifty thoufand men, refolved to attack the 
place, which accordingly he did feveral times, but was as 
often repulfed. At laft he penetrated into the city, and his 
foldiers, beginning to take poft in the firft long ftreet, Na- 
bis thought of nothing but making his efcape ; yet Pythago- 
ras delivered him from this danger, by fetting the ftreet on 
fire at each end, and engaging the Lacedemonians ± who were 
yet fighting in front, to fupply the rifing flames with fuel. 
The Roman foldiers were forced again to withdraw, but Na- 
bis was fo thoroughly frightened, that with much ado he 
procured peace on the terms before fpecified, which was 
hardly concluded before advice came, that the Argives had 
delivered themfelves by expelling his garifons. When Nabis 
was free from the neighbourhood of the Roman army, he be- 
gan to caft about in his mind how he might extricate him- 
felf from the mifchiefs he laboured under ; for he could not 
bear the thoughts of lofing at once thofe dominions, which 
he had been fo long and with fo much pains acquiring. He 
was efpecially irritated at beholding himfelf without a fea- 
port, and little fet by amongft his neighbours ; he therefore 
began to treat privately with Antiochus and the JEtolians for 
creating new difturbances in Peloponnefus y and having re- 
ceived from them great promifes, he began to aft oftenfively 
againft the Achaans and their allies. Gythium the fea-port of 
Sparta he befieged anJ recovered ; but after that and a flight 
vidtory at fea, which he obtained againft Philopcetnen, he 
was routed at land, rather for want of abilities as a general 
in himfelf, than any fault in his foldiers. Philopaemen, tho' 
he could not hinder the taking of Gythium> yet refolved to 
terrify the tyrant by marching direcStly towards Lacedemon, 
which had the confequence he expected and defired, finee 
Nabis drew his forces together, and led them with the utmoft 
diligence to the relief of his capital ; by this forced march he 
fronted the Achaan army within ten miles of the city, the 
tyrant leizing on this occafion a very ftrong camp, where 

Phi lop a>m en 



Chap. 19. The Hiftory of the Lacedemonians. 

Pbilopcemen intended to have lain that night. This great ge- 
neral, perceiving that his firft defign was rendered abortive, 
immediately formed a fecond, and, fince he could not fpoil 
Sparta^ refolvcd to content himfelf with deftroying an army 
every way fuperior to his own. There lay between the 
camps a little rivulet, from which both the Achaans and La- 
cedemonians were to fetch water; but it was confiderably 
nearer to the former than to the latter. Pbilopcemen therefore 
fent a great detachment to take poft privately in a copfe which 
bordered on the river ; when the troops of Nabis came to 
Water their horfes, and to fill their veflels for the camp, this 
detachment fuddenly attacked them, and cut many of the 
light-armed foldiers in pieces. About the fame time he fent 
one of his auxiliary foldiers as a defer ter to Nabis , with in- 
ftruftions to give him information, that the Achceans de- 
figned to move in the night, in order to get between him 
and Lacedemon. The tyrant, affrighted at this news, as foon 
as it was thoroughly dark, quitted a camp which Pbilopce- 
men could never have forced, and, leaving only a few light- 
armed troops in his intrenchments, marched with all the 
fpeed he could towards Sparta. Pbilopcemen forefeeing this 
attacked his camp as foon as he was out of it, and fo haraiV 
fed his army with his light-armed mercenaries, that Nabis 
found himfelf conftrained to retire into the neighbouring 
woods, where he remained all the next day. Pbilopce?nen in 
this fpace recalling his light-armed forces, left them in the 
camp which he had [taken, and, with his troops that were 
Hill frefh, marched with great fecrecy, and feized the pa/Fes 
which led to Lacedemon^ not doubting, but at the approach 
of night the tyrant would march again ; this fell out as 
he expected, and as he had feized the avenues the forces of 
Nabis were in a manner at his mercy, and he ufed his ad- 
vantage fo well, that the tyrant with a very frnall part of 
his army got into the city, covered with dilgrace, and unable 
to hinder Pbilopcemen from fpoiling the country, which he 
did for thirty days, and then retired, leaving Nabis much 
dejc&ed, and with fmall forces to continue the war. His 
recovery of Gytbium furni/hed him at prefent with little com- 
fort, for the enemy being mafter of all the country, he could 
fcarcely hold any correfpondence therewith ; befides, his na- 
vy was very inconfiderablc, and he had every day repeated 
advice, that the Romans intended fuddenly to fend a new 
army into Greece. The Lacedemonians thcmfelves appeared 
diHatisfied, which made him afraid to lead his (nldicrs with- 
out the city; and pent up within it they were fcarcc oi ax\y 
ulb. In the midlt of thek diitrciles and di/tntction.s he 
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placed all his hopes in the JEtolians^ who had indeed done a 
great deal of mifchief in Greece^ and had been ftrongly in- 
itrurnental in drawing him into this war. To thele he dif- 
patched courier after courier, not with the haughty commands 
of a tyrant, but with the humble fupplications of a diftrefled 
ally; he reminded them, that for their fakes only he had fo 
precipitately entered into this war, at a time when none elfe 
cared to own them for allies \ he fhewed them truly the 
jiature of his diftrefs, hoping that it would make their relief 
quicker and more effe&ual ; but it produced quite. a con- 
trary effeft, the JEtolians being fit confederates for fuch a ty- 
rant. As foon as they had given audience to his meiTengers, 
they difpatched them with large affurances of ready afliftance, 
while in the mean time they confulted what for their intereft 
would be filteft to be done; the refult of their confutation was, 
that in the days of his profperity, and when he had a ftrong 
army of mercenaries at his command, Nabis was' their gogd 
ally, and deferved all poffible regard ; but in the prefent fitu- 
ation of things, when his forces were in a manner cut off, 
and he fcarce able to maintain himfclf in Sparta, it would 
better ferve their purpofes to remove him out of the way, and 
take the city to themfelves. This counfel taken and ap- 
proved, a thoufand foot and thirty horfe were chofen to 
march to Lacedemon under the command of Alexamenus. 
When they were ready to depart, the horfemen were fent for 
into the great council, where they received the following 
fhort and pithy inftru&ions, that they were not fent to aifift 
Nabis to make war upon the Achaans, or for any other 
purpofe whatfoever, than to obey Alexa?nenus, and to do 
what he dire&ed, let it be what it would. Thus dif* 
miffed, they marched under the command of that general 
to Sparta, where they found Nabis very little fatisfied 
with fo fmall a reinforcement. Alexamenus did all he could 
to encourage him, he told him, the JEtolians by lending him 
intended no more than to give him a fpecimen of their good 
will, inftrudting him alfo to inform him, that if his neceflities 
required it, they would, whenever he requeued it, march 
with the utmoft forces they could raife to his relief ; he like- 
wife informed him, that Antiochus was refolved to make war 
on the Rumms, and intended to cover Greece with his armies 
and the lea with his fhips ; that many of the Greek ftatcs were 
inclined to his party, and ihat the JEtolians were about to muf- 
ter all their troops before the king's com miffioncrs fhortly, 
which was the rcafon why they lent fo few under his command* 
The tyrant, encouraged by thefe conlblatory fpeeches, began, 
by the advice of Alexamenus^ to exuufe his forces without 

the 
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city, that he might at once give them courage and the A- 
c ^a:ans apprehenfions. At thefe exercifes the Mtolian gene- 
ral failed not to affift ; his guard of horfe keeping, according 
to his order, aloof, and he fometimes riding up to them as if 
it were to give them orders. Thefe growing at laft into dai- 
ly pra&ices, the Lacedemonians finking again into a timorous 
obedience, Nobis entertained frefh hopes of regaining all his 
dominions, and of revenging himfelf upon the Romans for the 
injuries which he conceived they had done him. The Spartan 
guards, which Alexamenus looked upon as the beft corps in 
the tyrant's army, he advifed to be ported, phalanx-wife, 
behind the reft, offering fuch plaufihle reafons, that Nabis 
readily yielded to it, which was the only ftep wanting to his 
ruin. When the day came whereon Alexamenus refolved to 
execute his great and defperate defign, he behaved towards 
Nabis with more than ordinary complaifance ; he commended 
the appearance and difcipline of his troops, applauded his ca- 
valry, promifed him the fupremacy in Peloponncfus, and per- 
ceiving that his complaifance had wrought a proper effefl, 
the tyrant teftifying by his looks and geftures the higheft fa- 
tisfaftion, A/examenus fuddeniy wheeled off, and riding up to 
his troop of JEtolians, bid them remember the inftru&ions 
they had received when they werefirft chofenfor this fervice. 
Having faid this, he turned the head of his horfe, and rode 
with a full career againft Nabis, whom he overthrew, and his 
ALtolians, riding immediately after him, one after another 
buried their fpears in the bofom of the tyrant. His guards 
were hardly informed of what part till he was dead, and then 
not knowing for whom to fight, they forbore fighting at 
all. The reft of the Lacedemonians looked on with a mixture 
of joy and terror, joy that the tyrant was dead, who had fo 
long and fo cruelly oppreft them, terror at beholding fo ftrange 
an accident ; the reafons of which they knew not, and of its 
confequences were therefore afraid. Alexamenus and his JEto- 
Hans, taking advantage of their amazement, marched dirc£r- 
Iv into the city, their chief breaking into the tyrant's palace 
and rifling all his trcafures j the foldiers ftiortly after followed 
his example, fo that in a fliort time the Lacedemonians looked 
on the murder of Nabis as their misfortune; but confulering 
how little it became the inhabitants of the famous Sparta to 
look on and fee their riches cairied away by foreigners, they 
without much ado took a child whofc name was Laconkus, and 
who on account of his being defcended from the royal fami- 
ly was bred up by Nabis ; him they fct on horfeback, and 
gathering about him, they furrounded many of the /Etolians 

and put them to the fwordi after a while they broke into the 

palace, 



The Hijiory of the Lacedemoniansr Book I # 

palace, where they flew Alexamenus and thofe who were with 
him; they forced likewife a temple of Diana to which many of 
the Mtolians were fled; all of whom they put without mercy 
to the fword. When they were in the midft of this confufi- 
on, of which none had projected any iflue, Philopoemen ar- 
rived, fome friends of his having polled to him with the ac- 
count of the death of Nobis ; the forces he had were few, nor 
did he from them conceive any hopes of feizing the city ; on 
the contrary he did what Alexamenus ought to have done, 
that is, he convinced the Lacedemonians of the madnefs of 
their proceedings, and engaged them, fince they had fo hap- 
pily recovered their freedom, to unite themfelves to the A- 
cbaans, reaping thus by his virtue all the fruits the Mtolians 
expected from their treachery. 

It may indeed feem ftrange, that the Spartans, who had 
entertained fuch generous notions of liberty, fubmitted pati- 
ently for fo long a tra£t of time to the arbitrary commands 
of lawlefs tyrants ; but this wonder will be in a great meafure 
taken off, if we confider two things ; Fir/I, That the man- 
ners of the Lacedemonians were greatly corrupted, which is 
indeed the very bafis of flavery ; there can be no fuch thing as 
bending the necks of virtuous people : but when once men 
are abandoned to their vices, and become flaves to their pafli- 
ons, they readily ftoop to thofe who can gratify them ; and 
this was the cafe of the majority of the inhabitants of Sparta 
at this time. Secondly, thofe amongft them who were diftin- 
guilhed by their merit and their morals, were on this very ac- 
count profcribed by the tyrants and hated by their creatures ; 
fo that they were forced to forfake their country, and leave 
it to groan under a power which they were unable to refift. 
To this we may add, that fuch as were of mild difpofitions 
flattered themfelves with the hopes of feeing better times, 
and even in thefe confoled themfelves with the thought, that 
Sparta yet retained her independency, and was not fubjefted 
to any other ftate g (Y). 

8 Tit. Liv. lib. xxxiv. Plutarch, in vit. Philop. Justin. 
lib xxx. c. 4. lib. xxxi. c. 1.2. 

(Y) There is a point or two in the Lacedemonian hiftory, which 
though they have been handled in a curious manner already, re- 
quire to be confidered more largely. Aratus undoubtedly intended 
the preicrvation of the Grecian liberty, efpecially from the Mace- 
donia?! power, but at the fame time he as certainly intended to en- 
gage all the Peloponttejian Hates in the Acbaan league, which was 
abfolutely inconfiltent with their retaining any monarchical form. 

On this account it was that he hated and made war upon all the 

little 
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little princes in his neighbourhood, whom he ftiled tyrants and 
perfecuted as fuch, as the Acheeans continued ever after to do. If 
Sparta had acceded to the Achaean league, it is very polfible, that 
Greece might have vindicated its freedom, for fome time at leaft, 
againft both the Macedonians and the Romans ; but Sparta had been 
too long at the head of Peloponnefus to think of changing her go- . 
vernment at the firft motion of Aratus and the Achaans, and there- 
fore gladly accepted the propofal of Cleomenes to reftore hex anti- 
ent form of government, and with it her antient luftre (75). A- 
ratus, feeing that this would intirely overturn his fcheme, imme- 
diately called Cleomenes tyrant, and as fuch would have pulled him 
down. While the Spartans, and thofe who fided with the Spartans , 
acknowledged him the vindicator of the antient Grecian liberty, one 
whodefired to leave all cities to be governed according to their own 
laws, as well as to preferve kingly government in Sparta. It is true, 
that Macbanidas and Nabis pretended to carry on the fame defign, the 
latter a&ually dividing the lands as Cleomenes had done ; but this 
they did with a view to the aggrandizing of themfelves and their 
families, and the fupporting of a dominion unlawfully acquired, 
which was far from being his cafe (76). That in this and in a 
former note we have fairly Hated thefe matters, will clearly appear 
from the fubfequent hiftory of the Ach<eans> wherein it will be 
found, that there was no depending upon the Lacedemonians, till 
their manners were wholly changed and the Lycurgie inftitutions 
rooted out by force. Now whether fuch proceedings as thefe of 
ruining a conftitutiou that did not fuit with their league, or Clco- 
menes^s fcheme for fupporting every ftate in its priftine form, ought 
with greateft juftice to be ftiled a defire of beftowing liberty on 
Greece, the reader mult determine. 

(75) Polyb. Hifl. lib. iv. Plutarch, invito Arati (76J Tit. 
Li v. lib. xxxiv. 
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LL Greece , in the ages we are now t6 "write Gf 9 Iftay 

be reduced to three ftates> Vifc. Achaia, JEtbYta^ aftd 
Athens. There were, 'tis true, at this time feveral 
other republics in Greece 5 but as they only acted an under- 
paid, and in conjunction fometimcs with one, and fometime's 
with another, of the more powerful ftates juft now mention- 
ed, their h.ftories are fo interwoven with thofe of the greater 
republics, that to deliver them feparately would be only 
fwelling the work with needlefs repetitions, as the reader 
will find in the pcrufal of the following fheets. We fhall 
begin with the hiftory of Achaia, by far the moft confider- 
able republic of Greece in its declining times \ after having 
premifed, that the name of Achaia was ufed by the antients 
in three different fenfes. In the earlier ages it comprehended 
all the provinces of that great continent, which the geographers, 
ftrifljy fpeaking, call Greece ; that is, Attica *, Megaris, Locris, 
Phocis, Boeotia, the territory of 'Thebes , /Etolia,and Doris. In 
after-ages it was confined to that country in Peloponnefus which 
was poflcfled by the Achaans y and extended along the bay of 
Corinth and the Io?iian fea, from the confines of Sicyon to the 
territory of Elis, In the Roman times the name of Achaia com- 

prifed 
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prifed not only all Peloponnefus y but fuch other cities beyond 
the ifthmus as had entered into the Achtean league 5 upon the 
diflblution of which all Greece was by a decree of the Roman 
fenate divided into two provinces, viz. that of Macedonia* 
containing Macedonia and Thejfaly? and that of Achaia, which 
took in all the other ftates of Greece. We have already de- 
fcribedthe country *, and fliall therefore now proceed to the 
hiftory of a people, that not only maintained their own li- 
berties amidft innumerable tyrants, but reftored moff of the 
Greek cities to their antient freedom. 

Achaia, a ftate originally of fmall account, rpfe by degrees 
to fueh a height of reputation and profperity, as to rival and 
even eclipfe the moft powerful ftates of Greece. This great 
increafe of power was not owing either to the vaft numbers 
or extraordinary valour of its inhabitants, but folely to its 
wholefome laws and happy conftitution. For the Achaans y 
after having fhaken off the tyrannical yoke of regal power, 
formed to themfelves, on the plan of a democracy, a new 
fyftem of government, which obtaining by degrees in all the 
cities of their fmall republic, united them into one body, and 
at the fame time left them in full pofleffion of their refpe&ive 
liberties, and quite independent of each other. Thus the 
Acheeans were not only joined together by a firm alliance, 
and governed by the fame laws, but moreover had the fame 
money, weights, and meafures, the fame magiftrates, coun- 
cil and judges, andinfhort every thing fo uniform, that all 
Achaia feemed but one city. This invited many of the Pe- 
hponnefians to embracfe their form of government, and accede 
to the Achtean alliance, while in the mean time the authors 
of this inftitution reaped no advantage by their acceflion j 
for no fooner did any city receive their laws, but it was ad- 
mitted to the enjoyment of the fame rights and privileges with 
the reft. Neither was the fame of their wife laws and mild 
government confined within the narrow bounds of Pclo- 
ponnefus, but even reached the Greek colonies in Italy, where 
the Crotoniates, the Sybarites, and the Cauloniatcs, agreed co 
adopt the Acbaan laws, and govern their ftates confor- 
mably + (A). The Lacedemonians and Thebans had fuch an 

efteem 

» Univerfal Hiftory, Vol. V. p. 570, & feq. + Pol y d . lib. ii. 
Pa us an. in Achaic. 

(A) Polybius tells us ( 1 ), that great difturbancea nrifing among 

the Greek $itm in that part of holy which ww called Magna Gr#- 

(i) Po/yb. Kb.iL 

I i i 2 ci* % 
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efteem of their impartial jufticc and equity, that they chofe 
them after the famous battle of Leuttra to compofe fome 
differences that were ftill fubfifting between them. The con- 
tending parties were not induced, as our author obferves b , to 
refer their differences to the arbitration of the Achaans by any 
argument of their greatnefs or power, there being no ftate 
at that time in all Greece that was not fuperior to them in 
both thefe refpedts, but merely in confideration of their juf- 
tice and probity, which had acquired them the good opinion 
of all the world. 

This form of government continued from the expullion 
of Gyges the laft king of Achaia to the time of Alexander the 
Great, upon whofe death this little republic was involved in 
all the calamities that are infeparable from difcord. The fpi- 
rit of patriotifm no longer prevailed among them, each city 
purfuing their private intereft to the prejudice and deftrudtion 
of their neighbours. As thefe dilfenfions and emulations 
were artificially fown and carefully fomented by the Macedo- 
nian princes, fo they failed not to take their advantage of 
them ; for Demetrius, Cajfander, and Antigonus Gonatus y 
feizing on fome of their cities, obliged them to receive the 
Macedonian yoke. In this unhappy fituation they changed 
matters as often as Macedon did fovereigns, and were more- 
enflaved by tyrants of their own, who as they efpoufed 
the Macedonian intereft, fo they were fupported with the 
whole ftrength of that kingdom c 
*heAch<e. The Acbaans, accuftomed to live according to their own 

an ta^Y ^ lws aI1( ^ * nurec * t0 liberty and freedom, could not brook fo 
Year of ^" v ^ a fubje<5tion, and therefore in the 124th olympiad, 
the flood w h ,cn was coincident with the expedition of Pyrrhus into 
2719. ' Itdy* l ^ G y tag'- 111 t0 revive their antient union and return to 
Before t ^ e ' r former aiibciation. The inhabitants of Patra and Dy- 
Chrift, wrfgavc the firft example of this happy change. Five years 
2S0. after thofe of sEgium, having driven out the Macedonian ga- 

riibn, acceded to the alliance. The inhabitants of Bura 




b Poltb. ibid. c Pol y b. & Pausan. ubifupra. 

da, nmbnfiadors were difpatched to them from all parts of Greece ; 
bu: that the council only of the Acharans was chofen to cure thofe 
great evils and compofe the difTenfions ; which they did with fuch 
faced , tli at all thofe cities by common confent agreed to imitate 
lh?m, and to form rhemfelves according to the example of the 
Ach<ean republic. Whereupon uniting in one body they built a 
temple to Jupiter Honorius y appointing that place for the congrefs 
of their general aflemblics. 

followed 
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followed their example, having firft killed their prince or ty- 
rant; and foon after thofe of Ceraunia incorporated their 
city into the fame Aebesan body, Ifeas their tyrant refigning 

the dominion, upon promife of indemnity for what was paf- 
fedd. 

The cities we have mentioned were the firft that revived 
the antient aflbciation, continuing for the fpace of twenty 
.five years to maintain the fame form of government without 
being joined by any others. But at laft the good order that 
reigned in this little republic, where liberty and equality, 
with a fincere zeal for juftice and the public welfare, were 
the fundamental principles of their government, drew feveral 
neighbouring cities to join them. Sicyon was one of the firft 
that acceded in this manner, being induced thereunto by 
Aratus (Bj the Sicyonia?i, who at the age of twenty years 

refcued 

* Mem, ibid. 

(B) Aratus, a native of Sicyon, played on this occafion a noble 
part on the ftage of action, which rendered his name famous all 
over Greece. Sicyon, having long mourned under the yoke of her 
domeftic tyrants, attempted to (hake it off by devolving the power 
on Cliniasy the father of Aratus, and one of her beft citizens. The 
government began to flourifh and aflame a new form under his 
wife conduit, when Abantidas found means to difconcert his mea- 
sures, and take the whole power into his own hands. He killed 
Clinias, and with him all thofe who ftood up for the liberties of their 
country ; and would have like wife deftroyed Aratus, who was then 
but feven years old, had not the infant efcaped with fome others, 
amidft the diforders and confufion that filled the houfe when hia 
father was killed. As he was wandering about the city in the ut- 
moll conformation and diftrefs, he accidentally entered the houfe 
of the tyrant's filler, with a defign to conceal himfclf there till the 
tumult was over, for he knew not to whom it belonged. The 
tyrant's filler being perfuaded that this deflitute infant had taken 
refuge under her roof by the impulfe of fome deity, caufed him the 
enfuing night to be fccrctly conveyed to Argot, where he was edu- 
cated with the utmoft care by fome hofpitabie friends of his father. 
The new tyranny had paffed through feveral hands, when Aratus, 
being come to man's eftate, began to entertain thoughts of refcuing 
his country from the oppreflion ic groaned under. He was greatly 
refpe&ed both for his birth and the many excellent qualities which 
he began already to difplay on feveral occalions. The Si ami an 
exiles, difcoyering in him an early averfion to tyrants, began to 
call their eyes upon him, as a perfon deftined by heaven to be one 
day their deliverer. Neither were they deceived in their conjec- 
ture. For Aratus had fcarce attained the twentieth year of his 

age, 
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refcued his country from tyranny, and reftored his country- 
men to the enjoyment of their former liberties. Eight years 
after he had engaged his country in the Achaan league, he 
took by furprize Acro-Carintb (C), and alfo the city of Me- 

gara, 

age, when he formed a confederacy againft Nicoefos, who was ty- 
rant of Sicyon at that time, and purfued his meafures with fo much 
prudence and fecrecy, that, notwithftanding the tyrant kept a vi- 
gilant eye on his conduct, he fcaled the walls of Sicyon, and enter- 
ed the city by night, before Ni codes had any notice, or even fuf- 
picion of his defign. However, he had the good luck to make 
his efcape, leaving Aratm in pofTeflion of the city. The- next 
morning the people being affembied in a tumultuous manner, with- 
out knowing what had been tranfa&ed, a herald proclaimed with 
a loud voice, that Aratus the fon o/*Clinias invited the citizens to re- 
fume their antient liberty, Thefe joyful words were no fooner 
heard, but the whole multitude, with repeated fliouts and loud ac- 
clamations, flocked to the tyrant's palace, and burnt it down to 
the ground in a few minutes. Thus was Stcyon delivered from its 
tyrants without the lofs of one fmgle man on either fide ; for A- 
ratus commanded his followers to abftain from daughter, faying, that 
an action of this nature ought not to be polluted with the blood of 
his fellow citizens. This circumftance eave him no lefs ioy than the 



aflion itfelf. 

Sicyon began then to recover its antient fplendor ; but Aratus 
was not yet quite eafed from his inquietude and perplexity. Anti- 
gonus king of ' Mace Jon had fupported and protected Nicocles, and 
was ready to lay hold of thefirft opportunity to make himfelf maf- 
terof the city, or eftablift in it fome other tyrant: Seeds of fe- 
dition were artfully fown among the citizens by his partisans and 
emiflaries ; and Aratus was extremely apprehenfive of their eflefis. 
He therefore concluded, that the fafeft and moll prudent conducl 
in fo delicate a juncture would be to unite Sicyon in the Achaan 
league, which he did accordingly, ftrengthening the league with 
all the forces of his country, and entering himfelf among the ca- 
valry for the fervice of that ftate (2). 

(C) The ifthmus of Corinth unites the continent of Greece with 
that of Peioponnefus. The citadel of Corinth, known by the name 
of Acro-Corinth t was fituated on a high mountain between thofe 
two continents, which are there divided by a very narrow neck of 
land ; fo that this fortrefs cuts off all communication by land from 
the inner part of the ifthmus, and can awe, if well garifoned, 
all Greece ; for which reafon Philip of Macedon ufed to call it the 

fetters of Greece, 

This fortrefs Antigonus had taken by furprize, with a defign to 
enilave all Peioponnefus ; but Aratus wrefted it out of his hand by an 



(a) Plut. in Arat 



a&ion 
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gara r from the Macedonians, uniting them both to the Ativ- 
ans. The cities of Trarzene, Eptdaurus, and Megalopolis^ 

were 



action equal, in the opinion of Plutarch, to the moil celebrated 
enterprizes of the antient heroes of Greece. After he had been 
long meditating with himfelf by what means he might gain that 
important place, he was by accident furnilhed with an opportunity 
of accomplifhing his defign. 

One Erginus, an inhabitant of Corinth, had contracted an inti- 
mate acquaintance with a banker of Sicyon, who was a particular 
friend of Aratus. As the citadel happened one day to be the fub- 
jed of their converfation, Erginus told his friend, that in going to 

vilit his brother, who was a foldier of the garifon, he had ob- 
served a narrow track hewn in the rock, which led up to that part 
of the hill where the wall of the fortrefs was very low. The 
banker, who was very attentive to this account, afked his friend 
with a fmile, whether he and his brother were defirous to make 
their fortunes. Erginus underftood him, and promifed to found 
his brother, by name Diodes, on that head. A few days after he 
returned to Sicyon, and engaged with the banker to conduft Ara- 
tus to that part of the mountain where the wall was but fifteen 
feet high, adding, that his brother was ready to concur with him 
in every other particular relating to the enterprize. Aratus pro- 
mifed on his part to reward them with fixty talents if the affair 
mould fucceed j but as he was not matter of fuch a fum, and the 
borrowing it might create fufpicion, he pawned all his plate, to- 
gether with his wire's jewel*, to the banker, as a fecurity for the 
promifed reward. 

Aratus having thus engaged the two brothers, and furmounted a 
great many difficulties, each of which was fufficient to difcourage 
any other but him, the troops were ordered to pafs the night un- 
der arms. He then felefled four hundred men, furnimed them 
with fcaling-ladders, and led them to one of the gates of the ci- 
ty ; for the citadel was on the top of a fteep rock within the ci- 
ty. They fcaled the walls without being obferved, Erginus hav- 
ing, with the afliftance of his ^brother and fome others that were 
gained over by him, killed the centinels that were there upon du- 
ty. As they were marching in great filence through the city, they 
met with a fmall guard that was going the rounds, and killed 
them all but one, who making his efcape alarmed the city. But 
Aratus, notwithftanding the alarm, continued his march, and ar- 
riving at the foot of the rock, on which the fortrefs flood, began 
to climb up at the head of his men. But miffing the path that was 
(truck out of the rock, by reafon of a thick fog which rofe from 
the fea at their firft entering the city, Aratus was not a little per- 
plexed. The city was already alarmed, all the ftrcets, and even 
rhe ramparts blazed with innumerable lights, and the trumpets 
founded to arms on all fides. While he was thus perplexed, the 
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were likewife prevailed upon by him to join in the alliance, 
the tyrants making a voluntary refignation of the authority 
they had ufurped over their fellow-citizens c . The tyrants of 
the Ar gives, of the Hermionians^ and the Phliajians^ follow- 
ing their example, thofe ftates were likewife received into the 
alliance. 

As thefe glorious fucceiTes raifed the reputation of the A- 
cbaan league, fo they created no fmall jealoufy in the neigh- 

e Polyb. ibid. Plut. in Arato. 

fog all on a fudden cleared up, and the moon, returning to Ihine 
with the fame brightnefs as before, difcovercd the intricate wind* 
ings of the track, which he followed at the head of a hundred of 
his boIJeft men, and arrived with much ado at the fpot which 
had been defcribed to him. But he found the garifon, which was 
by till.- time alarmed, ready to receive him. Whereupon he im- 
mediately difpatched Erginus to acquaint the body of three hun- 
dred men, which he had left behind with orders to cover his rear, 
With the danger lie was in. While thefe were waiting at the foot 
of the rock drawn up in a clofe body, Archelaus> who commanded 
the troops of king Avtigomis, appeared at the head of a confider- 
able band, with a defign to mount the hill and attack Aratus in the 
rear. The three hundred Sicyonians at his approach concealed 
themfelves among the rocks ; but he was no fooner paft than they, 
ltarted out, and fell upon him with fuch refolution, that he was 
foon put to the rout. This aftion was fcarce over when Erginus 
arrived, and acquainted them, that Aratus was engaged with the 
enemy, and in great need of immediate affiftance. Upon this notice 
the victorious troops, conducted by Erginus. began to climb up the 
rock, proclaiming their approach with loud fhouts to animate 
their friends, and ftrike new terror into the enemy. The light 
of the moon i elk-fling cn their arms, and their fhouts, doubled 
by the ecchocs among the rocks and hollow places in th« mid- 
night iilence, made them appear far more numerous than they 
really were. Whereupon the enemy retired after a faint reliftance 
from the wall, and left Aratus abfolute mailer of the citadel. In 
the mean time the reft of the troops arriving from Sicyon were not 
only received with open arms, but affiited by the Corinthians in 
feizing all the Macedonians that were in the city. 

Aratus having fecured the citadel went from thence to the city, 
and having aflcrnbled the people in the theatre acquainted them 
in a long difcourfc with the particulars of the Achaean league, and 
exhorted them to accede to it. They unanimoufly agreed to join 
in the alliance ; whereupon Aratus refl-ored to them the keys o( 
their city, which till then had never been in their power fincc the 
time of Philip the father of Alexander (3). 



(;) Plut, in Jrat. 
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bouring ftates. But before we proceed to the wars which 
they were foon involved in by their jealous and reftlefs neigh- 
bours, we /hull give a fuccin£t account of their happy con- 
iritution. All the cities fubjecl: to the Achaan league were 
governed by the great council or general aflembly of the 
whole nation. To this afTembly or diet each of the confede- 
rate cities had a right to fend a certain number of deputies, 
who were elected in their refpeclive cities by a plurality of 
voices. By this means no refolutions were taken, but what 
were equally advantageous to the whole confederacy, and the 
interefts of each particular city fo confulted as to leave no 
room for complaints. As the fupreme and legiflaiivc power 
was lodged in the afi'embly, it was cenftantly convened twice a 
year, in the fpring and autumn ; but feldom out of thefe fta- 
ted times, unlefs upon fome very urgent occafion. In thele 
meetings they enacted laws, difpofed of the vacant employ- 
ments, declared war, made peace, concluded alliances, £sV. 
If any city of the league did not acquiefce to the determina- 
tions and ordinances of the diet, or refufed to furnifli their 
quotas in time of war, they were compelled to it by dint of 
arms. The chief magiftrate of the whole league, called by 
the Greeks Strategos, and by the Latins Pr&tor, was chofen 
in the general aflembly by the majority of votes. This em- 
ployment was both a civil and military one, it being the 
prestor's province to prefide in the diet, and command the ar- 
my. They chofe at firft two prators, but it was foon 
thought advifeable to reduce them to one; and the firft who 
enjoyed that dignity alone was Marcus the Carian, who was 
Succeeded by the famous Aratus. The prat or and other ma- 
giftrates were appointed in the vernal affcmblies, and feldom 
continued two years fucceffively in the fame employment. 
The former was vefted with great power, cfpecially in time 
of war; but at the fame time liable to be called to an account 
by the general aflembly, and puniflied without any regard to 
his dignity, if convicled of mifdemeanour or any other crime, 
The demiurgi were next in power to the praetor, and there- 
fore flilcd by Polybius and Livy the fupreme magiftrates of 
the Acheans. They were ten in number, chofen by the ge- 
neral aflembly from among the moft eminent men of the 
whole league for prudence, equity, and experience. It was 
their office to aflift with their advice the prator, who was 
to lay nothing before the aflembly but what had been prc- 
vioufiy approved of by the major part of the demiurgi. In 
the prater's abfence the whole management of civil affairs 
devolved upon them ; and in feme extraordinary cafe* ibcy 
Vol. Vr. K k k were 
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aflembly 



Few of their laws have reached our times ; however, 
from the writings of the antients we have colle&ed the five 
following, which we find to have been religioufly obferved, 
while the republic continued in a flourifhing condition, r. 
That an extraordinary aflembly was not to be fummonedat the 
requeft of foreign ambafladors, unlefs they firft notified in 
writing to the prat or and demiurgi the fubjeft of their embafly, 
2. That no city fubjcdt to the league fhould fend any embafly 
to a foreign prince or ltate, without the confent and approba- 
tion of the general diet. 3. That no member of the aflem- 
bly fhould accept of prefents from foreign princes under anv 
pretence whatsoever. 4. That no prince, ftate, or city 
fhould be admitted into the league without the confent of the 
whole alliance. 5. That the general aflembly fhould nev*er 
fit above three days. Thcfe laws have been explained at length, 
and illuftrated with many ufeful obfervations by a modern wri- 
ter of no mean character % to whom we refer the reader, and 
refumc the thread of our hiftory. 

The sEtolians, conceiving no fmall jealoufy at the grow- 
ing power 'and extraordinary fuccefs of the Acbaans, began 
to inftil the fame into the neighbouring ftates, with a view of 
breaking the union of thofe cities that were already joined, 
and preventing others from entering into the league. The 
fenfe of the benefits which they had a little before received 
from the friendfhip of the Achteans, during their war with 
Antigonus, with-held them from openly declaring war againft 
their benefactors. However, they left no ftonc unturned to 
ftir up the Lacedemonians, and engage their king Cleomenes in 
a war againft the Achaans\ wherein they fuccceded to their 
wifh ; for Cleomenes at their inftigation having built a fortrefs 
in the territory of the Megalopolitans called Athenaum, the 
Acbccans interpreted that as an open rupture, and declared in 
a general aflembly, that the Lacedemonians fhould be reputed 
enemies f . Such was the beginning of the war, which was 
called the Cleomenic war (C). 

This 

p Martini. Shoockii. Refpub. Achaeor. & Veient. *Jdcm, 
ibid. 

(C) Plutarch ( 4") relates the occifion of this war in a quite diffe- 
rent manner ; lor he tells us, that Cleomenes, not being able to 

brook 

(4, Plut. in Cleom* 



1 



233- 




Chap. 20. The Hiftory ef Achaia. 443 

This declaration of the Achaan confederacy was no foon- Tie ClecT 
cr heard at Sparta, but the ephori commanded their troops to menic 
take the field under the conduct of Cleomenes, who, coming up cwar - 
with the Achaans near Pallantium, offered them battle. But Year °^ 
Aratus declaring againft an engagement, Arijlomachus the A- th ^ F1< L 0< * 
chaan general made a retreat, which drew fevere reproaches V p, ~f" 
upon Aratus, both from his own countrymen and from thfe ™* ri ' 
enemy, whole army did not amount to five thoufand men in 
the whole ; whereas that of the Acbcsans confifted of twenty 
thoufand foot and a thoufand horfe s . Not long after the two 
armies met again, when the Achaans were defeated ; but A- 
ratus, having rallied in the flight what troops he could, march- 
ed ftrait to Mantinaa, and, before the enemy] could have 
any fufpicion of his defign, made himfelf mafter of that im- 
portant place. This advantage was foon counter-ballanced 
by the lofs of another battle, wherein great numbers of the 
Achaans were flain with Lyfiades their general, while they 
were purfuing with too much eagernefs and in diforder the La- 
cedemonians, who had given way and feigned a retreat. After 
this victory Cleomenes advanced into the territories of Megalo- 
polis, where his troops committed great devaluations, and got 
a very confiderable booty. To thefe ravagcs'he added infults, 
caufing public games and plays to be exhibited in the fight of 
the enemy, not that he had any fatisfa&ion in fuch fhews and 
diverfions, but only with a view to convince the Acbccatis, 
that he entirely defpifed them, and was fure of victory, hav- 
ing to deal with fo contemptible a foe h . 

The Achceans, now reduced to the laft extremity, and un- 
der apprehenfion of being enflaved by the Lacedemonians, ef- 

8 Plut. in Cleom. h Plut. ibid. 

brook the authority of the epbori, who engrofTed all the power to 
themfelves, leaving him only the empty title of king, refolved to 
change the form of government ? and as he was fenfible that few 
would concur with him in that view, he imagined the accomplifh- 
ment of his'defign would be greatly facilitated by a 1 war ; and there- 
fore endeavoured to embroil his city with the Achitms, who lucki- 
ly for his purpofc had given Sparta fome occa lions of complaint ; 
for Aratits % as our author tells u , not being able to prevail upon 
the Arcadians % who had efpoufed the party of the LacrJemom.w, 
to abandon iheni and enter into the AJ.aan league, entered their 
territories in a hollile manner, ravaged their country, anil in a word 
treated them as declared enemies. This opportunity Cleomenes laid 
ho d of, and taking the field treated the /hi, ram as they had done 
the Arcadians. According to ihib account the Aib.rans, and not 
the Lacedemonians, were the aggreffor*. 

k k k 1 pei iaH? 
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peeially if they fhould be joined by the JEtolians, who at that 
time were making great preparations for a war, began to enter- 
tain thoughts of concluding a peace upon any terms. But 
Aratus, dreading the cohfequence of a treaty fet on foot be- 
tween his difpirited countrymen and a victorious enemy, ufed 
his utmoft efforts to divert them from it, and at the famo 
time had recourfe to an expedient which no ways redounded 
to his honour. This was to engage Antigonus king of Mace- 
don in this war againfl: the Lacedemonians , which opened away 
to the Macedonians into Greece. 
TheAchm- Aratus knew, that Antigonus had great caufe to be difla- 
ans invite tisfied with his former proceedings ; but he was likewife fenfi- 
Antigonus bj e? t h at princes have neither friends nor enemies, but mea- 

in J° fure amitie and enmities by the rules of intereft. However, he 

Greece^ wou \d no t openly enter into a negotiation of this nature, being 

the* Flood We ^ aware » & £omenes anc * tne Italians would oppofe it, and 
a that the Achaans themfclves would have reafon to defpair, if 

Before ^ ou ^ ^ ee ^cir g enera l applying t0 tne ' r enemy. He 

Chriil therefore refolved to profecute his purpofe with fuch caution 
227. as to leave no room for fufpicion, and to carry on his meafures 
^■^^^j fo as to keep them undifcovered. He was not ignorant, that 

the Megalopolitayis, by their neighbourhood to the Lacedemo- 
nians, were moft expofed to the incurfions of the enemies, 
and confequently, as they were gjreatly inclined to the houfe of 
Macedon, for the many favours they had received at the hand 
of Philip fon of Amyntas, they would refort for fuccour to 
Antigonus and the Macedonians. Having therefore gained 
over to his fcheme Nicopanes and Cercidas, two principal citi- 
zens of Megalopolis, and well qualified for conducing the en- 
terprize, by their means he brought it fo about, that the Me- 
galopolitans decreed to fend ambafladors to the aflembly of the 
Achaans, begging leave to follicit fuccours from Antigonus. 
Nicophanes and Ccrcidas were themfelves lent to the Achaans 
with orders to proceed to Antigonus if they approved the pro- 
portion. The general aflembly, having given audience to 
the ambafia Jors, and reflecting that they were not in a condi- 
tion to yield them any effeflual fuccours by reafon of their 
own gre.it ftraits, a (Tinted to their propofal, and granted 
them leave to purine their orders. When they received au- 
dience of Antigonus, they touched upon the affairs of their 
own country in a few words, but enlarged, purfuanf to the 
inftrudtions of Aratus, on the imminent danger to which the 
king himfelf would be expofed, fhould the alliance, which 
was then talked of between the /Etolians and Cleo?/i:ncs, take 
place. They rcprcfcntcd to him, that, if the united forces 
of thv)fc two Rates fhould gain over the Achaans the advanta- 
ges 
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ges they «xpe£ted, the ambition of Cleomcnes and the Mtoti- 
ans would never be fatisfied with the fingle conqucft of Pelo- 
ponnejusi but would afpire to the empire of all Greedy which 
they could not compafs without firft deftroying the Macedoni- 
an monarchy. They therefore begged him to deliberate mature- 
ly which was the fafeft counfel for him to take ; whether 
to fuccour the Achaans in oppofition to Cleomenes and defeat 
his ambitious defigns, or, by neglecting the occaiion of gain- 
ing thefriendfhip of fo great a people, become liable at laft to 
fuftain a war in Thejfaly for the empire of Macedon^ not only 
with the Lacedemonians and JEtolians but with the Achceans 
themfelves. 7\> thefe remonftrances they added, that, if the 
Mtolians continued their neutrality, the Achaans would be ca- 
pable of fupporting themfelves with their own forces \ but, if 
on the other hand the JEtoliam fhould join the enemy, they 
mufl: then intreat him to prevent with timely fuccours the 
ruin of Peloporniefus^ which might be attended with fatal con- 
fequences to himfelf. They likewife took care to infinuate, 
that Aratus would give fuch fecuriry for his fair proceeding 
and fincere intentions as fhould be pleafing to both parties, 
and that he himfelf would take upon him to demand affiftancc 
when he fhould think it needful. 

Antigoxus highly approved all thefe rcprefentations, and with 
great plea fu re laid hold of the opportunity of engaging in the 
affairs of Greece. He likewife wrote an obliging letter to the 
Megalopolitans, alluring them of his affi fiance whenfoevcr the 
Achaans fhould think fit to call for it. The ambafikdors hav- 
ing acquainted Aratiis with the good difpofition wherein they 
found Antigomis towards the Achaans, he was not a little 
pleafed to find his project fucceed fo well. He wifhed indeed 
to have had nooccafion to call in foreign aids, and did all that 
lay in his power to prevent it ; and though ncceffity oUiged 
him to have recourfe to that prince, vet, to Hum the blame 
that might redound upon the authors of Inch meafures, he 
took care they fhould appear as concerted by the AJurans 
without his privity. The Aicgahpditaw having acquainted 
the Achtsans with the kind reception their deputies had met 
with at the court of A/aaAo'/, and Cent the .letter of Ar.tlg}- 

* 

nus to he read in the crcneral alicmhlv, nmil of them were for 
inviting that prince to march his armv into Pchpvnnjhs with- 
out fuither delay. But Aratus [landing up made a long fpeech, 
exhorting them to try fni}, whether they could fupport tlum- 
felves with their own forces ; adding, that if after all ilk ir efforts 
fortune fhould declare again ft them, it would then be time 
enough to have recourfe to their friends, [[is advice was ap- 
proved by the whole aflemUy, and it was then concluded, 

that 
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that the Achaans fhould employ their own forces only in the 
profecution of the war 

The war proved very unfuccefsful for the Achaans, who, 
being often worfted by C/eornenes y were obliged to abandon the 
field and retire into their ftrong holds. Neither were thefe 
able to flop the career of the conqueror, who in one campaign 
took the cities of Capbyes, Pellet Pbeneus^ Pblionte, Cleo- 
na^ Epidaurus, Hermione, and Corinth itfelf. Thefe fuccef- 
fes allowed the Achaans no further time to deliberate ; and 
accordingly, Aratus, at their entreaties, difpatched his fon to 
Antigonus, inviting that prince to come with all fpeed to their 
affiftance, and alluring him that, on his arrival, Aero- Corinth 
Antigonus ftould be put into his hands. Antigonus immediately began 
arrives in his march towards Peloponnefus, at the head of twenty thou- 
Greece. fand foot and fourteen hundred horfe, and arriving at the ifth- 
Year of mus encamped juft oppofite to Cleomenes, who had fortified 
the Flood vvith a ditch and rampart the whole fpace between Aero-Corinth 
*774- and the Onion hills. As Antigonus did not think it advifeable, 
Year Be- nor even practicable, to force his way through, and on the 

**Y e other hand had not a fufficient quantity of provifions to fubfift 

^ 9 his army till the Achaans joined him, he was preparing to de- 
f 2 £ u ^ i camp, and tranfport his troops by fea to Sicyon. But in the 

mean time a meflenger arriving at the camp acquainted Aratus, 
who was come to meet Antigonus , that the inhabitants of Argos 
had revolted from Cleomenes, and were then befieging the ci- 
tadel. Whereupon Aratus, with a detachment of fifteen 
hundred men, immediately put to fea, and arriving at Epi- 
daurus marched from thence to Argos, and made himfelf 
matter both of the city and caftle, after having defeated in a 
fkirmifh the partizans of Cleomenes, and killed Megijhnes who 
had been detached from the army to their relief k . This 
fuccefs proved of great confequence to the Achaans , and firft 
of all gave rife to the profperity of the allies \ for Cleomenes y 
hearing that Argos was taken, and being apprchenfive that 
the enemies would furround him, abandoned his lines and re- 
tired with great precipitation, firlt to Argos \ and then to 
Monti nca. He appeared before Argos quire unexpected, and 
in that alarm got into the city, but could not keep it, the cita- 
del being in the hands of Arat us, and Antigonus purfuing him 
dole with all his forces. 

Antigonus, having thus entered Pdoponnejus without the 
lofs of one fingle man, advanced to Corinth, which immedi- 
ately furrenJered, and thence to Tcgca, Mantinca, Orchomc- 




1 Por yu. ubi fupra. Vi.v i in CJeom. & Arat. 
k Cleom. I'gj b . ubi Iujt.i. 
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n us 9 Hcerea, and Telphujfa ; all which places, terrified at the 
approach of the Macedonians , either voluntarily fubmitt ed, 
or made but a faint refiflance* And now winter drawing 
near, he fent home his troops, and went himfelf to JEgiurn 
to affift at the general allembly of the Acheeans^ where, after 
having acquainted them with the motives of his coming among 
them, he was chofen general of the confederate army, and 
the important caftle of Acro-Corinth was, by a decree of the 
council, made over to him. 

In the mean time Cleomnes, receiving intelligence that An- Megato- 
tigonus had fent home his army while he himfelf continued polis taken 
at ASgiu?n 9 formed a defign of furprifing the city of Megalo- a *d de- 
polis , very confiderable at that time, and no ways inferior infi ro y e ^ h 
power and extent to Sparta itfelf. As the garifon was not ^^ eome "* 
very ftrong at that time, nor the guards very flxidi in their ncs * 
duty, fince Antigonus was near at hand, and the enemy wea- 
kened with frequent lofles, C/eomenes, imagined he might 
eafily get into the town in the night, provided he could gain 
fome of the inhabitants over to his intereft ; and accordingly 
applied himfelf to certain Mcjfenians, who, having been ba- 
niflied their country, had taken fandtuary in Megalopolis. Be- 
ing conducted by the fie, he arrived at the city by night, fcaled 
the walls, and made himfelf mafter of the place without the 
leaft oppofition. Mod of the inhabitants retired to Me£ene y 
whither -Cleoments fent a herald to acquaint them, that he 
would reftore them to the pofleffion of their city, provided 
they would renounce the Aches an league and join the Lacede- 
monians. But they chofe rather to fee themfelves diverted of 
all that was moft dear and valuable to them, than to violate 
the fidelity they had fwore to their allies. The famous Pbilo- 
paemetty whom we fhall have frequently occafion to mention 
in the fequel of this hiftory, contributed not a little to this 
generous refolution. This refufal highly enraged Cleomenes^ 
who immediately gave up the town to be plundered, fent all 
the ftutues and pictures to Sparta y demolished the houfes, 
threw down the walls, and committed fo many outrages, that 
he left not fo much as any appearance that it iiad ever been a 
peopled place K 

Antigonus having fent his troops, as we have already obfer- 
ved, into winter quarters in Macedonia, Cleomencs aflembled 
Jiis early in the fpring with a defign to put in execution a pro- 
ject, which in the opinion of the vulgar was the refult of 
temerity and defpair, but according to P')Iyh',us n a compe- 
tent judge in matters of that nature, conducted with all im- 
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aginable prudence and fagacity. As the Macedonians were 
difperfed in their winter quarters, and Antigonus enjoying him- 
felf with his friends at Argos, without any other forces but a 
few mercenaries, Cleomenes taking the field made an irruption 
into the territories of Argos, laying wafte the whole country 
to the very gates of the city. What he propofed in this en- 
terprize was, to bring Antigonus to hazard an engagement, 
which in all probability he would have loft; or, if he declined 
it, to leflen his reputation among the Acbaans^ and raife com- 
plaints againft him, chiefly in the city of Argos. This pro- 
ject fucceeded according to his expectation ; for the Argians^ 
feeing their country ravaged and laid wafte under the king's 
eyes while he continued inactive, aflembled in a tumultuous 
manner at the palace gates, and with threats prefled him ei- 
ther to take the field and protect his friends, or to refign the 
command of their troops to thofe who were lefs timorous than 
himfelf. But Antigonus was deaf to all their reproaches and 
remonftrances, and, in fpite of the many reflections that 
were publicly caft upon him on that occafion, kept within 
the walls of the city, and tamely beheld the enemy infulting 
him at the very gates. Thus Cleomenes + having frightened 
the enemy, and infpired his own men with new courage, re- 
turned loaded with booty to Sparta. In the beginning of 
the fummer, Antigonus, bcing.defirous to retrieve the reputa- 
tion he had undefervedly loft among the Achaans, took the 
field with an army of twenty eight thoufand foot and twelve 
hundred horfe, and advanced into Laconia. 

C/eomenes, not doubting but the enemy would foon vifit 
him, took care to guard all the pafles with ftrong detachments, 
and to fortify the avenues with ditches and ramparts, filling up 
and barricadoing the roads with large trees laid acrofs. He 
marched himfelf with a body of twenty thoufand men, and en- 
camped at a certain place called Sellajia, having reafon to fuf- 
pe£t that the enemy propofed to pafs that way ; nor was he 
deceived in his conjj&ure. This pafs was formed by two 
mountains, the one called Eva, the other Olympus ; between 
thde runs the river Genus, along the banks of which there 
was a narrow way leading to Sparta. Cleomenes, having 
thrown up a good intrenchment at the foot of thefe mountains, 
ported the auxiliaries on the eminence of mount Eva, under 
the command of his brother Eucliilas, while he himfelf en- 
camped on mount (Jlympm with the Spa) tun troops and the 
mercenaries. The cavaliy he drew up along the hanks of 
the river Curtained by a body of mercenary foot. When An- 
ii^nm arrived, and viewed the fituation of the ground with 
the fni'iificationjj and defences that Clcotncms had made, and 

©bierved 
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aginable prudence and fagacity. As the Macedonians were 
tlifperfed in their winter quarters, and Antigonus enjoying him- 
felf with his friends at Argos, without any other foices but a 
few mercenaries, Clcomenes taking the field made an irruption 
into the territories of /Irgss, laying wafte the whole country 
to the verv gates of the city. What he propofed in this en- 
terprize was, to bring Antigonus to hazard an engagement, 
which in all probability he would have loft ; or, if he declined 
it, to le/Fen his reputation among the Achcsans, and raife com- 
plaints againft him, chiefly in the city of Argos, This pro- 
ject fucc ceded according to his expectation \ for the Argians^ 
feeing their country ravaged and laid wafte under the king's 
ryes while lie continued inactive, afTembled in a tumultuous 
manner at the palace gates, and with threats prefled him ei- 
ther to take the held and protect his friends, or to refign the 
command of their troops to thofe who were lefs timorous than 
himfelf. But Antigonus was deaf to all their reproaches and 
remonftrances, and, in fpitc of the many reflections that 
were publicly caft upon him on that occalion, kept within 
the walls of the city, and tamely beheld the enemy inftilting 
him at the very gates. Thus Clcomenes, having frightened 
the enemy, and inlpircd his own men with new courage, re- 
turned loaded with booty to Sparta. In the beginning of 
the fummer, Antigonus, bting.defirous to retrieve the reputa- 
tion he had undcfervedly loft among the Achecans, took the 
field with an army of twenty eight thoufand foot and twelve 
hundred horfe, and advanced into Laconia. 

Clcomenes ) not doubting but the enemy would Toon vifit 
him, took care to guard all the partes with ftrong detachments, 
and to fortify the avenues with ditches and ramparts, filling up 
and barricadoing the roads with large trees laid acrofs. He 
marched himfelf with a body of twenty thoufand men, and en- 
camped at a certain place called Sellafta, having reafon to fuf- 
pe£t that the enemy propofed to pais that way ; nor was he 
deceived in his coijecture. This pals was formed hv two 
mountains, the one called the other Gfywfus; hit ween 

thefe runs tlie ri\ er Uinns, along the banks of which there 
v.ms a nanow way leading to Spd'tJ. (1'cri, r.< having 
thrown up a gond mtrt nchmuu at the foot oi thefe mountain 1 *, 
polled Uk ,iu\i!urics on the eminence of mount F.:\i, under 
the command of his brother t'.uc,:.la^ while he himfelf en- 
l u.ipeil on mount (Jl'.ni^n with tiie r.*u troops and the 
inei e^n.u k*. The c.o ah v lie iluw i«p a '°J'£ ihe banks of 
i he i iver anted !>v a Iiodv ot iiiwU'in.!' > :o.;f. When//;/- 
/• . ..vi aimed, and vie". '..I the htuati.ui ni the ground with 
the l-ii ; .riwukuib uid de^r.vo that (lL;n.*ncs had made, ami 
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obferved with how much judgment he had pofted his troops, , 
he did not think it advifeable to attack him, but encamped ' 
at a fmall diftance on the banks of the Gorgulus, which co- 
vered part of his army. There he remained fome days, the 
better to acquaint himfelf with the fkuation of the different 
pofts, and the difpofition of the enemy. He often marched 
round their camp feigning to attack them, fometimes in one 
place, fometimes in another ; but finding every poft well guard- 
ed, and Cleomencs warily watching his motions, he gave over 
all thoughts of forcing the enemies camp, and retired to his 
own, which was equally fecured againft all attempts. Both 
armies having ftood thus to their defence fome days, without 
being able to gain any advantage over each other, the two ge- 
nerals at laft agreed on a decifive battle. 

It is not eafy to comprehend what could induce Cleomenes The battle 
to fuch a refdlution he was pofted very advamageoufly ; his of 6t\hi]iu 
troops were not fo numerous as the enemy's by one third ; he Year of 
was fupplied with all forts of provifion from Sparta, with the Flood 
which city he had a free communication. What then could -776. 
make him hazard a battle, whereof the event was to decide ^ ear 
the fate of Lacedemon ? Polybius indeed feems to infinuatc pV e .„ 
the caufe of this proceeding ; for he tells us l ", that Ptolemy ^ * ™ ' 
king of Egypt, who had promifed to aflift him in this war, " l/ ^y\s 
acquainted him, that he was not in a condition to make good 
his engagement, exhorting him at the fame time to come ro 
an accommodation with Anttgonus and the Acbaans. As he 
was therefore incapable of bearing the whole charge of the 
war, and had no profpeft of any fupplies from foreign ftatc.-., 
we may fuppofe that the defperate pofture of his affairs forced 
him to venture a battle. 

Both armies being drawn up and the fignals given, Antt- 
gonus detached a body of Illyrians againft Enclidas, who \va.-> 
pofted on mount Eva ; but while they were afcending the 
hill fome light-armed troops of the enemy advancing charged 
them in flank, while Euclidas, who was polled on the top of 

the hill, prefled them in front, and a body of nieicciuuie* 
warmly attacked their rear. Phikpivmcn, who then fi ned in 
the army as a volunteer, obferving what danger the III?) ';.•■>.$ 
were in, acquainted the commanders with it ; but, the) nuc 
hearkening to him, as he was but very young and had noi jet 
bore any command in the army, without any oulcrs fiom the 
generals, he attacked, with a fmall body of AfegvL'^cl'titns 
his countrymen, the enemies hojfe, and obliged thum tu^iw 
ground. This forced the mercenaries, who had fallen ui 

"'Por.vn lib ii. 
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the Illyrians rear, to haften to the relief of the cavalry ; for 
Cleomenes had pofted them at firft near the cavalry on purp.ofe 
to fupport and cover them. By this means the Illyrians being 
difengaged refplutely marched up the hill agatnft Euclidas, 
who, inftead of moving towards the enemy, and thereby im- 
proving the advantage of the (hock which the defcent of the 
hill gave him, remained in the place where he was firft polk- 
ed. The Illyrians , having gained the top of the hill without 
any oppofition, now advanced againft Euclidas on even 
ground, and attacked him with fuch refolution, that he was ob- 
liged to abandon the top of the hill and retire to the rocks 
and precipices, where he was {oon defeated and moft of his 
men cut in pieces. This fuccefs againft Euclidas was entire- 
ly owing to Philopcemen, as Antigonus himfelf acknowledged ; 
for, after the battle, having afked the officer that engaged 
the enemy's horfe, how he came to fall upon them before the 
fignal, and the officer excufing himfelf by faying, that a 
young man of Megalopolis had done it without his dire&ion, 
the king replied, that the young man had behaved like an ex- 
perienced commander and gained the vi&ory, but that he had 
a£ted like a raw foldier n . 

During this variety of ach'ori the cavalry of both armies 
had likewife engaged on the plain by the river. The Acha- 
ans behaved with uncommon bravery, being fenfible that this 
battle would decide their liberties. Philoposnun diftinguiflied 
himfelf above the reft, for his horfe being killed under him, 
he afterwards fought among the foot, killing with his own 
hand great numbers of the enemies, till he was with a javelin 
ftruck through both thighs at one ftroke. 

But the iharpeft encounter was on mount Olympus, where 
the two kings engaged with their light-armed troops and mer- 
cenaries, confifting of about five thoufand on each fide. As 
they fought under the eye of their princes, every man ftrove 
to iignalize himfelf, and perform fomething worthy of fuch 
fpediators. It was a long time before vi&ory inclined to ei- 
ther fide ; but at laft Cleomenes, receiving notice that his bro- 
ther was defeated on the hill, and that his cavalry began to 
give ground on the plain, being apprehenfive that the enemy , 
would pour in upon him from all quarters, thought it advifea- 
ble to level all the intrenchmcnts before his camp, and order 
Cleome- his troops to march out in front. The trumpets therefore 
nes de- having founded the fignal for the light-armed troops to retire, 
feated. the phalanxes advanced on both fides with equal animofity ; 

but the Lacedemonian phalanx, not being able to fuftain the 

n Idem, ibid* 
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{hock of the double Macedonian phalanx, gave ground, and 
foon fell into the utmoft confufion. The overthrow then be- 
came general \ the Lacedemonians were every where cut in 
pieces, and thofe who found means to make their efcape fled 
from the field of battle in the greateft diforder. Cleomenes 
with a fmall party of horfe retreated to Sparta , whence he 
departed the night following to Gytbium, where he embarked 
on a veflel, that attended him there according to his directions, 
and failed to Alexandria^ accompanied by a fmall number 
only of his intimate friends °, Plutarch allures us, that moft of 
the foreign troops in both armies were llain in this engage- 
ment, and that of fix thoufand Lacedemonians two hundred 
only outlived the a&ion. 

. Cleomenes had fcarce fet fail when Antigonus arrived at Spr- 
ite, and made himfelf matter of it without refiftance ; for 
Cleomenes had advifed the citizens to receive Antigonus , aflur- 
ing them at the fame time, that, whatever might be his own 
condition^ he would always promote the welfare of his coun- 
try. The conqueror treated the inhabitants in a very friend- 
ly manner, declaring to them, that he had not engaged in a 
war againft the Spartans, but againft Cleomenes^ whofe flight 
had difarmed his refentment. He added, that nothing could 
render his memory fo glorious in future ages as to have it faid, 
that Sparta had been preferved by the prince, who alone had 
the good fortune to conquer it. Having in this friendly man- 
ner addrefled the citizens, he declared them free and reftored 
them to the full enjoyment of their antient privileges. He 
ftiewed an inclination to continue fome time among them, but 
was obliged to leave the city three days after he had entered 
it. His departure was occafioned by the intelligence he re- 
ceived that the Illyrians had invaded Macedonia , and were 
committing there dreadful ravages. If Cleomenes had refpited 
giving battle three days only, or had fortified himfelf in Spar- 
ta and held out for fo fhort a fpace of time, he would have 
preferved his dominions. From Sparta Antigonus marched to 
Tegaa y which city he likewife declared free, and from thence 
to Argosy where the general aflembly of the Achaan confe- 
deracy was then fitting. There he was thanked by the de- 
puties of each city of the Achaan league, and by a decree of 
the council declared the procedor of Achaia. From argot lie 
proceeded by long journies to Macedon, where lie gained a 
fignal vidtory over the Illyrians ; but on tlut occaiion (train- 
ing his voice to animate his men, he burft a vein, and having 
voided a great quantity of blood, he feli into an ill ibte of 

0 PotYB ubi fupra, Plut. in Cleom. 
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health, which foon after took him out of the world p . Thus 
ended the Cleomcnic war, leaving all Greece in a profound 
tranquility. 

7 he ivar But the /Etolians were foon weary of peace, which ob- 
of the con- liged them to live honcftly, and abftain from plunder and ra- 
fedcrates. pine which they ufed to fubfift on, leading much the fame 

life on land as pirates do at fea ; they had no fenfe of friend- 
fhip or alliance, accounting all thofe as enemies whom they 
could prey upon, and believing they had a right to any thing 
they could take away. However, during the life of Antigo- 
7ius 9 the fear they were under left he ftiould fall upon them 
kept them in awe. But he was no fooner dead, and Philip 
the fon of Demetrius, who was then very young, placed on 
the throne, than they returned to their old manner of life, 
entering the territories of the Mejfenians, and carrying off 
their cattle and whatever elfe they could meet with. Com- 
plaints were made to their chief magiftrates of fuch proceed- 
ings ; but they feemed rather enclined to encourage than re- 
ftrain fuch robberies, being fharers in the booty. The chief 
author of all theft diforders was one Dorimachus of Trichoma, 
a turbulent young man, and, as our author calls him q , every 
way an JEizlian, who being fent to Phigalia, a city in Pelo- 
ponnefus, but of the JEtolian confederacy, to be as afpy upon 
the Achxans, encouraged the loofe rabble of that place to 
plunder their neighbours, with a view of enriching himfelf 
with their fpoils. To him therefore chiefly the Mejfenians 
had recourfe, demanding reparation for the damages they had 
fuffcred, and begging he would not give countenance to the 
iKfttirbcrs of the public tranquility. Dorimachus told their 
cienuties, that he would come himfelf to Mejfene, and there 
hear their complaints and fee all their grievances redrefled. 
Pit* went to Mejfene accordingly, but application being made 
to him by the chief fufferers, he difmifled them with reproach- 
fill language and menaces; nay, while he ftill remained in 
the city, a band of /Etolian robbers from Phigalia attacked 
in the nlrht a certain country-houfe called Cbyron, killed all 
thofe who made reliftance, bound the reft, and carried them 
<. If together with cattle and furniture. Hereupon the Meffe- 
T/f/v;, having c ? tcd Dorimachus to appear before their allem- 
h!y, arretted him on his entering the council, and kept him 
in prifon, til! he promifed, in the moft folemn manner, that 
rep.»r.uiu:i fhould be made for all the injuries they had fuffer- 
<-.!, and Lie authors of the Lire (laughter put into their hands. 
Jhif Ir: .v.:_ no fooner returned to his own country, than he 

' l'** i * v hb is. 1 Pin v b. lib. iv. 
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prevailed upon the Mtolians to revenge the treatment he had 
met with at Meffene, by declaring war againft the MeJJenians^ 
which being proclaimed, the Mtolian pirates began to infeft 
the neighbouring feas, taking all the (hips they met with ; 
they even made prize of a fhip belonging to the king ofMa~ 
cedon, and carrying her to Cythera fold there both the Ihip and 
her company. In fhort, they plundered all the coaft of Epi- 
rus, made an attempt on Thyrea a city of Acarnania^ and, con- 
veying fome troops privately into Peloponnefus^ furprifed and 
kept pofleffion of a ftrong hold called Clarium in the Mega- 
lopolitan territory, making ufe of it to lodge and fecure their 
plunder. And now, having a place of retreat in the very 
heart of Peloponnefus, they began their march towards Mep- 
fene, plundering the cities of Patrcc and Phares^ which were 
of the Ach&an alliance, and laying wafte all the countries 
through which they pafled, till they came to Phigalia, which 
they made their place of arms, making from thence frequent 
inroads on the lands of the Meffenians r . 

The Achceans in the mean time aflembling according to 
cuftom at Mgium-y the complaints of the Patraans and Pha- 
raans were heard, and the deputies of the Mejfeniam fent 
to implore the affiftance of the Achaans againft the com- 
mon enemy. After the aflembly had deliberated on thefe 
matters, it was agreed, that the ftate had been affronted by 
this infolent proceeding of the /Etolians, who had prefumed 
to enter Achaia in a hoftile manner, contrary to the treaty 
of peace. Whereupon, juftly provoked by thefe infractions, 
they refolved to fend fuccours to the Meffenians, and that, as 
foon as the praetor Ihould have raifed them, they would then 
proceed further to execute what fhould be thought expedient by 
the aflembly. Timaxenus, who was then pnetor of the A- 
thaans, was not at all pleafcd with the decree of the afiem- 
blv ; for, his authority not being yet expired, he had no mind 
to head the army, which duty was annexed to his office, as 
having a very mean opinion of the Acbccan fold i cry. But A* 
ratus, provoked at the indignities they had fullered by the 
audacious JEtolians, loft no time in putting the Achaans un- 
der arms, being determined to come fpcedily to a battle with 
the enemy. Five days before he entered on his charge, he 
difpatched orders to all the towns and cities, appointing them 
a day, when all their young men fit for the fervice fhould af- 
femble at Megalopolis. All the Aebaan youth being drawn 
together purfuant to his orders at the place of rendezvous, he 
fent a mefl'enger to the HLtolians, requiring them to depart 

— 
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the territories of Mejfenia, and not to march into Achaia on 
peril of being treated as enemies. The Mtolians^ not being 
at that time in a condition to make head againft the army of 
the Achaans^ complied with his demand. Whereupon Ara- 
tus difmifled the Achaans and Lacedemonians who had joined 
him, marching only with three thoufand foot and three hun- 
dred horfe, to obferve the motions of the enemy and pre- 
vent them from plundering the country. As he drew near 
them he obferved, that they were marching off with an im- 
menfe booty, which fo provoked him, that he could not for- 
bear attacking them under all the difadvantages imaginable. 
The difpute was long and obftinate, but at laft the Achaans^ 
having the difadvantage of the ground and being overpowered 
Battle of w ith numbers, were obliged to retire. The Mtolians pur- 
Caphya f uec j them clofe with great fhouts and acclamations, and made 
loft byhrz- fl fl aU g| lter G f tne fugitives,, that they muft have all been 

Year of CUt ^ ac * not ** a d at ^and ^ e ^ e rctreats °f Orcbo- 

the Flood menus anc * Caphya. The Mega lopo lit ans, who had drawn 
„ 7 g all their forces together in order tojoin^rtfto, arrived the 
Before a ^ ter c ^ e battle, anc * proved of no other ufe than to bury 

Chrift thofe whom they hoped to have relieved. And now the M- 
2 2i. tolians, having gained a complete vi&ory contrary to their ex- 
pedition, marched without fear or danger quite crofs the 
PeloponnefuS) made an unfuccefsful attempt on the Pellene 9 
plundered the territory of Sicyon, and encamped on the ifth- 
mus. 

/.r.itus a - In the mean time, the Achaans having called their general 
cufed he- aflembly, complaints were made againft Aratus by all the al- 
jore the af- ]j es ^ ^ the caufe of the lofs and diihonour which they had 
fembly of f u ftained. And indeed there was -no difpute, but Aratus 
t*e Achae- j la j g reat iy erre( j j n having, we may fay, ufurped the magis- 
tracy, by taking it upon him before he was regularly elect- 
ed into his charge; and he could not deny but what he had 
undertaken thereupon had fucceeded very ill. However, he 
en Jeavoured to prove, that the lofs of the battle was not his 
fault ; adding, that, if he had been wanting in any of the 
duties of an able commander, he afked pardon, and hoped, 
that in regard of his paft fervices they would not cenfure him 
with more rigour than humanity. His fubmiflion on this oc- 
caiton changed the minds of the whole aflembly, and the peo- 
ple began to vent their rage upon hisaccufers, who, privately 
withdrawing, left Aratus in greater efteem among all ranks 
of people than he had ever been to that time : the aflembly 
gave themfelves entirely up to his counfel and conduct, and 

re- inflated him in the command of the allied army. Howe- 
ver, 
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ver, the remembrance of his defeat had thrown a great damp 
on his courage ; fo that he behaved as a prudent civil magis- 
trate, rather than as an able warrior ; and though the BLto- 
Hans often gave him opportunities to diftrefs them, he made 
no advantage of them, but fuffered their parties to lay wafte 
almoft the whole country f (D). 

The Achtsans were therefore forced to addrefs Macedonia 
again, and. call in Philips in hopes that the affe&ion he bore 
to Aratus, and the confidence he had in him, would incline 
that monarch to fend them fpeedy fuccours. For Antigonus 
on his death-bed had above all things entreated Philip to join 
with Aratusy and follow his counfel in all things relating to 
Greece ; he had alfo fent him when very young into Pelo- 
ponnefus, to learn the art of government under the eye of fo 
great a ftatefman. Philips having given audience to the A- 
chtsan deputies, and underftood by their fpeech the injuries 
they had fuffered from the /Etolians, contrary to the articles 
of peace agreed on in the reign of Antigonus , promifed to 
affift them with the whole ftrength of his kingdom ; and ac- 
cordingly foon after fet out for Greece and arrived at Corinth. 
Upon his arrival the embafladors of the confederates, who 
were already met. at Corinth^ began to concert with him what 
meafures they fhould take with relation to the JEtoiians. 
Complaints were made to the king by almoft every city in 
Peloponnefus againft them, and war unanimously declared both 
by the king and the confederates. It was moreover enadted 
by the aflembly, with the concurrence and approbation of 
Philipi that all thofe who had been fufferers by the JEtoiians^ 
fince the death of Demetrius father to Philip, fhould be re- 
ceived into the confederacy, and that if any city or ftate had 
been awed into an alliance with the Mtolians, and paid them 
tribute, they fhould be forthwith fet at liberty, the fecurity 

f Polyb. ubi fupra. Plut. in Arat. 

(D) Aratus was accufed in the aflembly, firft, of having taken 
the command upon him before he was duly elected : fecondly, he 
was blamed for having difmiffed the Achaan troops, while the JE- 
toiians were ftill in the heart of Peloponnefus, notwithftanding he 
had* before been well allured, that they did all they could to en- 
gage Peloponnefus in a war. The third article againft him was, his 
venturing to join battle with fo few troops, when he might have 
made with great cafe a fafe retreat to the neighbouring towns, and 
there reinforced his army. The laft and heavieft charge againit 
him was, that, after he had refolved to give the enemy battle, he 
did not make one foldier-like ftep in the whole conduct of the ac. 
lion. 

of 
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of their refpe&ive governments committed to their own hands, 
and all garifons withdrawn. This decree was fent to all the 
confederate towns, to the end, that, it being every where 
received and ratified by the fuffrages of the people, they 
might jointly in their different ftates proclaim war againft the 
common enemy. Which was done accordingly, and the war 
from thence called the confederate zvar 

The Mtolians on the other fide prepared for war, and 
chofe for their praetor one Scopas, who had been the chief 
author of all the violences they had committed. Philip, 
having concerted with the Achccans the operations of the en- 
fuing campaign, marched his army back into Maeedon, 
where he employed all the winter in making the requifite mi- 
litary preparations. He won over Scerdilaidas to the Achaan 
league. He was a petty king of Illyria^ and had engaged 
in an alliance with the HLtolians, but was at that time high- 
ly incenfed againft them for refufing to give him, according 
to the articles agreed upon between them, fhare of the fpoils 
which had been got at the taking of Cytuetha. This breach of 
articles fo dilgufted him, that he was eafily prevailed upon by 
Philip to enter into the common alliance, and furnifli a fleet 
of thirty fhips, on the terms of being paid yearly the fum of 
twenty talents u . The Achaans likewife fent to invite all their 
allies to join them in the confederacy. The Acarnaniam 
without any hefrtation declared war againft the lEtolians, 
though they were moft cxpofed to the enemy's infults, as ly- 
ing neareft the HLtoIian territories, and no-ways in a condi- 
tion to defend themfclvcs. • Our author beftows the higheft 
encomiums on this people, telling us,* that there is no nation 
among the Greeks with which friendftip may be more fafc- 
]y contracted, there being ncne that profefs more regard to 
public or private faith, or will venture further for the love of 
liuerty ; that, both in public and private treaties, they prefer 
honour to all other coniiderations, and that, however weak, they 
have often in defence of their reputation engaged in the great- 
eft dangers w . The Epirots refufed to declare war, till Phi- 
lip fltuuld fir ft proclaim it. The Mejfenians^ for whofe fake 
i he war was undertaken, declared, that they would not en- 
gage in it, unlefs Phigalia, which commanded their frontiers, 
were firft drawn off from the FSLtolian league. The Lacede- 
monians had declared at fiift for the Achaans, but the con- 
trary faction prevailing, they joined the Mtolians. Thus all 
things falling out to the wilh of the Mtolians^ they entered on 

1 Polyk. ibid. p. 294, 21)9. u Idem, ibid. p. 30;, 
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the war with great hopes of fuccefs, while the Achteans had 

but a melancholy profpedt of their affairs. For Philips on 
whom chiefly they relied, was yet but forming his army ; 
the Epirots were flow in their preparations, and the Mcffeni- 
ans continued neuter, while the Mtolians, aiiifted by the E- 
leans and Lacedemonians, attacked them on all fides x and 
gained very confiderable advantages. Emballadors were there- 
fore difpatched to Philip, who, hearing the danger his allies 
were in, marched out to their relief with fifteen thoufand 
foot, and eight hundred hork, and crofling TLcJJirfy arrived 
in Epirus. Here he was prevailed upon by the Epirots to lay 
fiege to Ambracia, which took him up forty days, and gave the 
enemy time to prepare againft his coming; whereas, if he 
had led his army directly into fFjolia, he would in all likeli- 
hood have at once put an end to the war. While Pi.ilip 
was employed at Ambracia, Scopus, a: the head of a nume- 
rous body of JEto/ians, took his march through 1 hcffaly, and 
enteiing Macedonia ravaged the country without the kali op- 
pofition, returning home in a fhort time with an immenfe 
booty. However, this did not hinder Philip from purfuing 
the fiege of Ambracia, and, after the fui render of that city, 
entering lEtolia and feizingon a great many important places. 
He would have foon reduced all lEtolia, had he not been o- 
bliged to repair to the relief of his own country, which the 
Dardanians were upon the point of invading. At his depar- 
ture he affured the embafladors of the Achaans, that as loon 
as he fliould be able to compofe his affairs at home, he would 
return into Greece and aflift them to the utmoft of his pow- 
er. His unexpected arrival fo terrified the Dardanians, that 
they difmifled their army, after they had got near the fron- 
tiers of Macedonia, and retired home. Whereupon Philip 
returning to TheJJaly fpent there the remaining part of the 
fummcr in the city of Lariff'a y . 

In the mean time Dor i mac bus, whom the /Etolions had 
juh: before appointed their pnetor, drawing together their 
troops led them into the upper Epirus, laying vvafle the whole 
country' 1 not lb much hi profpect of profit to himklf, a*, out 
of malice to the Epirots. He did not even (pare the temple 
of Didona, but laid it in afhes, carrying home all the orna- 
ments and rich furniture of that (lately edifice. Philip has ing 
notice of thefe ravages, though it was now the depth of win- 
ter, left Larijh, and taking with him time thoufand Cb.J- 
cjjpidcs, fo called from their carrying brazen Ihiel.Js, two 
thoufand buckler-men, tlwce hundred Ca)tdiot>, and anoi.r 
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four hundred horfe, marched through Theffaly and Eubcea to 
Corir.thy where he arrived without any one's having the leaft 
notice of his march. On his arrival he fent for Aratus, and 
difpatched letters to his fon, who bore the fame name, and 
was that year praetor and commander in chief of the Acbean 
forces, requiring him to aflemble the troops as foon as pofii- 
ble, and appoint a place of rendezvous. Caphya was the 
place agreed on, whither while Philip was marching, he met 
with a detachment of two thoufand Eleans, who under the 
command of Euripidas, were advancing to plunder the ter- 
ritory of SLyon, and having attacked them unexpectedly, for 
they were quite ignorant of Philip's return, he took about 
twelve hundred of them, and cut the reft in pieces. Three 
days after he arrived at Caphya, where he halted two days to 
Pfo Irs refresh his troops, and then together WwhAratus the younger, 
taken h U ' J ° t ^ ere diawn together ten thoufand Acheans, he ad- 
tbe co-rl- vanced to Pfophis, with a defign to befiege it. This was a 
derates. bold attempt, for the city was accounted impregnable, both 



on account of its natural fituation, and the many fortificati- 
ons which had been added to it (E), and befides was furnifli- 
eJ with a llrong garifon commanded by Euripidas, who had 
e leaped from the late defeat. Philip encamped on an emi- 
nence at a fmall diftance from the town, and, after viewing 
the fortifications and fituation of the place, was a long time 
doubtful whether he fhould attempt it or not j but at length, 
reflecting <,n the great importance of fuch a fortrefs, he re- 
folved at all adventures to begin the fiege. Having therefore 
ordered his troops to refrefh themfelves, and be in a readinefs 
under truir arms by break of day, he commanded them to 
march down and pals the bridge over the Erymanthus ; which 
they did without oppofition, the garifon not fufpe£ting they 
would venture on luch a dangerous enterprize. Having crofled 
the river they approached the town, and lodged themfelves at 
the \ cry loot of the wall. This ftruck Euripidas and the garifon 
with great terror ; for they never imagined, that the enemy 
would be lb bold as to make an eflay of their ftrength againlt 

(E) Pfophis was the mod antient city of Arcadia, fituated 
in the very heart of Pehponnefus, and on the weft borders ofAr- 
cad a towards the frontiers of Achaia. It was furrounded on the 
welt fide by a rapid dream, which during the winter war no where 
fordable ; on the eaft by the Erymanthus , a great and violent ri- 
ver ; on \ lie foutii by a torrent which emptied itfelft-into the Ery- 
vianthtt ; on the north it was defended by an eminence very flrong 
by mm tu re and greatly improved by art, which ferved for a citadel 5 
and h. ■!*.■.!»•«, the walls and works about the town were very confi- 
derable, both for rhcir height and thicknefs, 

a place 
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a place fo well fortified and provided, or to undertake a long 
fiege by reafon of the winter and bad weather. What they 
chiefly apprehended was, that Philip might become matter of 
the place by intelligence. But when thefe fears were over, 
there being none in the town fo much as inclined to the king's 
party, they betook themfelves to the defence of the works, 
the greatelt part of the /Etolians mounting the walls, while 
the Elean mercenaries made a fally by a gate in the upper part 
of the town, in hopes of furprifing the enemy on that fide. In 
the mean time the king, having appointed three feveral at- 
tacks to be made, ordered ladders to be raifed by men deftin- 
ed for that particular fervice again ft each place, with a flrong 
guard of Macedonians to fupport them ; then commanding the 
fignal to be given, they advanced to the a/fault on all quar- 
ters of the town. The garifon for fome time made a brave 
refifl-a/ice, overturning many of their ladders ; but their darts 
beginning to fail them, and the Macedonians bravely main- 
taining the attack, notwithstanding the oppofition they met 
with, they deferted at length their ports, and betook them- 
felves by flight to the citadel, leaving the Macedonians po fluf- 
fed of the walls. At the fame time the Candiots, who had 
engaged the party that had made the fally, beat them back, 
and in the purfuit entered pell-mell with them into the town ; 
fo that "it was taken in all quarters at once. The inhabitants 
with their wives and children took fanctuary in the citadel, as 
did Euripidas and fuch as had time to provide for their fafe- 
ty z . Euripidas , forefeeing what muft inevitably befal him, 
capitulated with Philip, and yielded up the citadel, after hav- 
ing obtained indemnity for all that were retired thither, both 
towns-men and ftrangers. The king beinj obliged by the 
bad weather to take up his abode here for fome days, he af- 
fembled all the Achecns that were with him, and after fhe wr- 
ing them of what importance the city of Pjipjis was to them 
in the war they had on their hands, gencroudy gave it up to 
their deputies, alluring them at the fame time, that he would 
let no occafion pufs of flic wing them the ftronyji't proofs of 
his affection to their nation, and zeal for their L'ltcreit. 

From Pfopbis the king leJ his army to A</'7c//, which he 
found abau loned both by the Elean garifun and the inhabi- 
tants, Tin's town likewife he delivered up to rhc /v/v:/:;/, 
he did the city of Stratus to the Tell)!. i<> Tum s, whom the Eh- 
am had diiven o *t. lYom Stratus he c uumujd Ms march 
to Oly»tpi<i, where after he had allowed h:s rroo;)s three days 
reft 3 he entered the territories of the Eku fenuu:;: detach- 

! Potvn. ibid. p. 33ft. 
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ments abroad to plunder and lay wafte the country, while he 
encamped with the main body of the army in the neighbour- 
hood of ArtemiJJium. This territory had been formerly ac- 
counted facred in regard of the Olympic games, which were 
folemnized there every fourth year ; and all the nations of 
Greece had agreed never to turn their arms againft it. But 
the Eleans had forfeited this privilege by engaging in the wars 
of Greece*, and adhering to one party againft another. As the 
territory of the Eleans was the beft peopled and the moft 
fruitful of all Pehponnefus^ and the inhabitants fo fond of a 
country life, that they could never be prevailed upon to inha- 
bit their towns, the allied army found here fo great a booty 
that they could fcarce carry it off, the foldiers being over-loaded 
with the rich moveables of their country-houfes, befides the 
many prifoners and numerous herds of cattle, which greatly 
embarafled them in their march. Philip therefore found it 
neceffary to retire out of the Elean territory, and re-encamp 
at Olympia, taking on his march the fortrefs of Thaleme^ whi- 
ther many of the Eleans had conveyed their moft valuable ef- 
fects K 

Dijlur- While Philip was thus employing his arms in defence of 
lances the Achaan liberties, one of his courtiers formed a project of 
raffed by reducing them to a ftate of flavery. Among the many tutors 
Apelles. an J governors left by Antigonus to king Philips who came a 

child to the crown, Apelles held the chief rank, and had pre- 
ferved a powerful influence over the young prince. This mi- 
nifter took it into his head to reduce the Acheans to the fame 
condition in which the Thejfalians were at that time ; that is, 
to fubjeft them to the caprice of the minifters of Macedon^ 
leaving them only the bare name of liberty, which was the 
cafe of the Tbeffalians. To compafs this defign, his firft ef- 
fay was on the patience of the Acbean foldiery, whom the 
Macedonians by his orders often diflodged, taking poffeffion of 
their quarters, when they found them better provided than 
thcmfelvcs, and depriving them of their plunder ; when they 
complained of this hard uf.igc he caufed them to be put under 
nrrcft, and fevcrcly punifhed by the common executioner, 
imagining, that by this fort of ufage he fhould be able by de- 
grees to bring the Acheans to bear any burden the king fhould 
think fit to lay upon them. But Aratus complaining to the 
king of this injurious treatment, and imparting to him the 
proje£t of Apelles, that prince allured him, that care fliould 
be taken for the future to prevent any fuch injuries. And 
accordingly he ordered Apelles never to lay any commands on 



1 Idem, ibid. 
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the Acheans without the concurrence of their praetor or chief 
officer. The Acheans, over-joyed at rhe favour the king 
{hewed them, and the orders he had given for their peace and 
fecurity, were ever beftowing the higheft encomiums on his 
equity and other exalted qualities. And indeed, if our author 
is to be credited, he was pofTclTed of all thofe virtues which 
can endear a king to his people ; fuch as a lively genius, an 
uncommon underftanding, a happy memory, an agreeable 
utterance, an unaffe&ed grace in all his actions, and a beau- 
tiful afpeft heightened by a majeftic air, which befpoke the 
greatnefs of his mind ; but his brighteft virtues were the fweet- 
nefs of bis temper, his affability, and a great defire to pleafe 
and content all who lived under his government b . How he 
forfeited this great chara&er our author gives him, and from 
a glorious king became an inhuman tyrant, we refer to a 
more proper place. 

The king, having thus fettled matters between the Mace- 
donians and Acheans, decamped from Olympia, and, having 
caufed a bridge to be laid over the Alpheus, entered the terri- 
tory of the Triphalians (F), reduced the city of Afipbera (G) , 
and in a few days brought all that country under fubje&ion. 
The rapidity of his conquefts ftruck fuch terror into ail the 
neighbouring ftates, that moft of them voluntarily fubmitted, 
and the reft, after a faint refinance, were forced to receive 
the yoke. Having thus greatly weakened the Mtolian con- 
federacy, he returned loaded with fpoils and glory to Argos 0 
where he pafTed the remainder of the winter «. 

b Pol y b . ubi fupra. p. 338, 339. c Idem, p. 343. 

(F) This country, which took its name from an Arcadian youth, 
lies on the feacoafl: of Peloponnefus between the Eleans and Mcffe- 
nianSy on the north- well fkirts of Achaia. Its towns were San&icum, 
heprettm y Hypana, Typanrca, Pyrgns 9 JEpyum % Bo/ax, Styllagium, 
and Phryxa All thefc places the Eleans had lately reduced to 
their obedience, together with Alipheraa, a town of Arcadia, and 
Megalopolis itfelf, a city at that time of great note (3V 

(G) Alipbera was featcd on the top of a high and deep hilf f 
which was defended by a ftrong fortrefs. Tn this fortrefs was to be 
(ben a brazen ftatuc of Minerva, famo'i for its fixe and the excel- 
lence of the worknianfliip. The inhabitants thcmfelvcs, as our 
author tells us, could give no clear account why it was placed there, 
nor at whole charge. It was the work of llccatodorus and Sojra- 
tstSy and generally eltermed the moil beautiful and finiihed piece 
they ever performed (j.,. 

(3) P9fyt.fit.iv p 339, 31;. (4' Uem, itiJ.p. 5^3. 
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Apelles Apelles had not yet (o given over his projefl, as to be with- 
endeavours out hopes of bringing by degrees the Achaans to a fervile 
to put Ara- £u bje&ion. But he well knew, that both the Aratus 9 s, father 
tus in dif- and fon, withftood his defign, and that the king held them 
g ace with j n gj-eat efteem, efpecially the father, in whom he repofed 
the king, greateft confidence.- He therefore refolved to attack 

them both, and by fraud and addrefs put them, if poflible, in 
difgrace with the king. With this view he fent for all thofe 
who were of the oppofite faction among'the Achaans, and 
enemies to Aratus, and having inftru&ed himfelf in their fe- 
veral interefts and chara&ers, he employed all his arts to en- 
gage them in his friendfliip, adling in their favour with the 
king, whom he endeavoured to perfuade, that if he continued 
to treat Aratus with fo much deference, he could never hope 
to gain any thing on the Achaans further than was ftipulated 
by the articles of confederacy. But if he would be pleafed to 
countenance thofe he fhould recommend, he might foon 
compafs whatever he defired, and difpofe of all matters in 
Peloponnefus at his pleafure. The new friends enforced thefe 
reflexions, and improved on the arguments of Apelles. As the 
time of electing anew praetor was drawing near, he prevailed 
with the king to be prefent at the Achaan aflembly, and to 
employ all his intereft in favour of one E per at us a declared 
enemy to Aratus, who was accordingly elected in preference 
to Timozenus, whoni Aratus had fet up. Thus Philip, not- 
withstanding his excellent parts, became the tool of his 
prime minifter ; what then can be expe£ted from a weak 
prince that devotes himfelf to the will of a crafty intrigueing 
Apelles ? And now Apelles began to think that he had advanced 
far in his enterprize, having obtained an Achaan prsetor of 
his faction. He therefore renewed his attempts, being deter- 
mined totally to deftroy the intereft of Aratus with the king*. 
An incident which happened at that time armed him with new 
calumnies. Amphidamus chief of the Eleans, who had been 
taken prifoner, perfuaded the king that it would be no diffi- 
cult matter, to procure him the friendfhip of his countrymen, 
and that he could eafily make them covet his alliance. Here- 
upon the king difcharged him without ranfom, impowering 
him to a/lure the E leans, that on condition of their entering 
into an alliance with him, he would fufter them to live in the 
entire enjoyment of all their privileges, and exempt them 
both from garifons and tribute. But the Eleans would not 
lilten to any conditions how advantageous foevcr, declaring, 
that no conlideraiion fhould be capable of inducing them to 
ahandc-n t!/L. : r amk*it allies. This fo unreaJonablc a refufal 

Apc/liS 
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Apelks afcribed to the ill fervicesdone clandeftinely by Aratus y 
telling the king, that he had kept Ampbidamus from enforcing, 
as he had engaged to do, his offers to the inhabitants of 
EVtSy and that, on Ampbidamus 3 s departure from Olympia to- 
wards Bits, he had conferred with him and made him change 
his mind, being by him perfuaded that it would be no-ways 
for the intereft of Peloponnefus that Philip fhould acquire any 
power over the Eleans. The king immediately fent for 
Aratusy and infifted upon Apelles's charging him to his face 
with what he had brought againfthim in private. This /fpel- 
ks did not fcruple to do, and that with fuch an air of affur- 
ance as might have difconcerted innocence itfelf. He even 
added, that fince the king had difcovered his infincerity, by 
which he had rendered himfelf fo unworthy of his Icindnefs 
and good offices, the whole matter fhould be referred to the 
general aflembly of the Acheansy and the king in the mean 
time return with his army into Macedon. This was what 
he wanted, not doubting but he fhould get him condemned 
there by the powerful influence of his authority. Aratits 
befeeched the king not to give credit over-haftily to what he 
heard, fhewing, that it was a piece of juftice owing by a 
king, more than by any other man, to a perfon accufed, to 
command that a &nSt enquiry be made into the feveral ar- 
ticles of impeachment, and till then fufpend his judgment. In 
confequence of this he required, that Apelles ihould be ob- 
liged to produce thofe who were witnefles to the conference 
whereof he had been accufed, and like wife the perfon who had 
given Apelles the information, and thatinfliort nothing ought 
to be omitted whereby the king might arrive at the certain 
truth of the matter, before he difcovered any tiling to the 
aflembly. The king thought Aratus's requeft very juft and 
reafonable, and engaged his royal word that he fhould be 
gratified in it. Not long after AmphidamuSy being fufpe&cd 
by the Eleans to favour the king's party, was obliged to fly 
his country and retire to Dy?nas, whither the king was come 
to fettle fome affairs. Aratus laid hold of this opportunity, 
and begged the king, that he himfelf would examine Amphi- 
damns y fince the fecret was laid to have been imparted to 
him. He complied with his requeft, and upon a ftricT: exa- 
mination found that there was not the leaf! grounds for the 
charge. Accordingly Aratus was pronounced innocent, and 
rcftored to the king's favour and confidence J. 

a Idem ibid. p. 344. 349. 
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• As Philip began to want both money and provifions for bis 
army, he prevailed upon the Achean magiftrates, by means of 
Aratus, to convene a general afljbmbly at Sicyon, where, 
on the report he made of the ftate of his exchequer and of the 
urgentwant he was in of money to maintain hfs forces, it 
was decreed, that, the inftant his troops fhould fet out on 
their march, fifty talents fhould be advanced to the king 
with ten thoufand meafures of wheat ; and that afer wards, 
fa long as he fhould carry on the war in perfon in Pelopon- 
nffus> he fhould receive feventeen talents a month. This re- 
newed his efteem for Aratus, to whom he was indebted for 
fo large afupply, as he himfelf acknowledged in a private 
conference which he had both with the father and the fon 
after the council was difmifled. On this occafion he imputed 
all that had pafled to the artifices of Apelles, begging them to 
forget their wrongs, and continue to him their affe&ion in 
the fame degree as heretofore, fmce he confidered them now 
more than ever e . 

And now the armies beginning to move from their win- 
ter quarters, it was refolvecf to profecute the war like- 
wife by fea, in order to divide the enemies forces, and be 
able to carry their arms with more eafe whitherfoever they 
fhould judge it moft expedient, for they had to do at once 
with the /Etoliant) Lacedemonians, and El(y?s. Purfuant to 
this refolution the king ordered the fleet, both his own and 
the Achean fhips, to rendezvous at the port of Lechaum, where 

he commanded the Macedonian phalanx to be inftxu&cd in the 
ufe of the oar. 

Treafon- While Philip was thus employed in training up his Ma- 
able prac- cedonians for naval expeditions, Apelles, who could not brook 
tiees of t j ie diminution of his credit with the king, nor fuffer that 
Apclles. t |, ie coun f e ] s Q f /iratus Ihould be followed and not his, took 

fecret meafures to defeat all the king's defigns. He agreed 
with Leontius and Megaleas, two chief officers who were to 
aft in the army, that they fhould fecretly thwart and obftruffc 
all his meafures, while he, making his abode at Chalets, 
fhould take care to fhorten and retard his fupplies, fo that he 
fhould be obliged, for want of money and provifions, to pafs 
the whole fummer in a ftate of inactivity. His view was 
to make himfelf neceflary to his fovereign, and to force him 
by the ill pofture of his affairs to throw himfelf into his arms. 
With this profpeft he a£ted his own part fo well, that, by 

flopping the convoys of money and provifions that were fend- 



c Idem, 1. v. p. 350. 
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ing to the king, he reduced him to fuch ftraits, that he was 
obliged to pawn all his plate to fupply his wants. 

Philip, thinking his Macedonians now fufficiently inftru&ed 
in the ufe of the oar, embarked with fix thoufand of them, 
and twelve hundred mercenaries, fleering his courfe towards 
Patra, where he arrived the next day. From Patra ho 
difpatched meflengers to the Epirots, Mejfenians, Acarnanians^ 
and Scardilaidas, requiring them to haften with their jfhips 
and join him at Cephalenia. He then left Patrce, and came 
to Paleis a ftrong city in the ifland of Cephalenia. Here, Paleis he* 
finding plenty of corn on the ground to maintain his army, Aff- 
ile difembarqued and fct down before the place, drawing his 

veflels afhore, and fecuring them with a good ditch and pali- 
fadoe. He had appointed the confederates to meet him at 
this place, and was mighty defirous to become mafter of it 
before their arrival. It was of great ufe to the /Etoliansj 
who from thence made all their defcents in Peloponnefus, and 
plundered the coafts of Epirus and Acarnania. Philip there- 
fore, having viewed the fituation of the town, caufed the 
military engines to be planted before it, ordering his Aface- 
donians to undermine the walls. They went chearfully to 
work, and in a very fliort time undermined great part of the 
wall, propping and fupporting it with great wooden ftakes. 
The king then fummoned the town to furrender, which the 
garilbn refufing to do, fire was fet to the ports that fuftained 
the walls, and a breach made fix hundred fathoms wide. 
Leontius was ordered to mount the breach, and enter the Treachery 
town over the ruins of the wall. But he, mindful of his o/Leon- 
agreement with Apelles, having corrupted fome of the chief tius% 
officers that ferved under him, attacked the enemy fo faintly, 
that he was repulfed with great lofs, when he had the faireft 
opportunity that could be wilhed for of taking the town. 
This obliged the king to raife the fiege, though he was joined 
by the Epirots, Acarnanians^ Mejfenians, and by fifteen vcf- 
fels fent him by Scardilaidas f. 



Wh I L E Philip was thus employed at the fiege of Paleis^ 
Lyeurgus the Lacedemonian marched at the head of a nume- 
rous army into the territories of Mejfenia, and Dorimachus 
the JEtolian with a ftrong detachment into Tbejfaly, both 
with the fame defign of obliging the king by this double di- 
verfion to break up the fiege. Whereupon ambafiadors were 
difpatched to him from the Acarnanians and MeJJ'enians, the 

former advifing him to make an inroad into ALtolia^ and 

* IdeiDjibid. p. 350, 365. 
Yqt. VI. Nau thereby 
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thereby oblige Dorimachus to return to the defence of his 
own country ; and the latter intreating him to fail dire&ly 
to Mcjfenia, where he might eafily furprize Lycurgus^ who 
was not under any apprehenfion of being attacked. Leontius 
ftrongly feconded this advice, forefeerng, that if the king fol- 
lowed it he would be obliged to fpend the whole fummer 
there, while the JEtolians would be at liberty to put all to 
fire and fword in Tbejfaly and Epirus $ fur during the feafon 
of the Etcfian winds, which continued moft part of the fum- 
mer, it was impoffible to return back, as they were not in 
thofe days very expert mariners. Aratus therefore did not 
fail to declare in favour of the former opinion, fliewing how 
advantageous it would be to fall on the JEtoiians, while their 
country was unfurntfhed with troops, and adding, that the 
opportunity of making defcents was not to be neglected now 
that Dorimachus with the JEtoIia?i troops was employed elfe- 
where. The king, who, ever fince the cowardly behaviour 
of Leontius at Paleis, began to fufpedt his fidelity, followed 
the advice of Aratus, and having wrote to Eperatus the A- 
chean prietor to afTemble his troops, and march to the relief of 
the Mejfenians, he himfelf weighed anchor, and arrived the 
next day at Leucas. There he landed his forces, and having 
cauied his veflels to be carried over the ifthmus of Dioryclus, 
he palTed into the gulph of Ambracia, which runs far up 
into JEtolia, and came before day-break to Lemn&a. Here 
he commanded the foldiers to take a fhort refrefhment, and 
to be in a readinefs to march without any baggage but what 
was abfolutcly neceflary. While the king was on the point 
of fetting out from Lemnaa, Arijiophontes the Acarnanian 
general came to join him with all his forces \ for that people, 
having been great fufferers by the JEtolians, greedily em- 
braced fo fair an opportunity of repaying them in their own 
coin ; and on tin's occaiion not only fuch as were obliged by 
their laws to I ear arms, but even thofe who were exempted, 
in regard of their age or long fervices, took the field. The 
Epircts incited by the like motives were not lefs forward, 
though, by reulbn of the extent of their country and the fud- 
den arrival of king Philip, they had not been able to draw 
all their forces together. The king, being thus reinforced, 
departed from Lemnaa in the clofe of the evening, leaving 
the baggage under a ltrong guard, and arrived by day-break 
at the river Acbelous, intending to furprize the important 
town of Therma. Leontius, forefeeing that this enterprizc 
would be attended in all likelihood with fuccefs, advifed the 
king to encamp on the banks of the Achekus, and allow the 

army fonic reft after fo fatiguing a night's march, being wil- 
ling 
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ling that the JEtolians fhould have fome time to bethink 
themfelves and provide for their defence. But Aratus, be- 
ing now fenfible that Leontius oppofed all promifing defigns, 
prefled Philip by no means to confent to any delay, nor up- 
on any reafon whatfoever refpite his march, the fuccefs 
whereof lay in difpatch. The king followed his advice, and 
fetting out that inftant marched dire&Iy to Tloerma^ through 
a very rugged and almoft impracticable road, cut between 
two fteep rocks and exceeding narrow. Therma was the Thermx, 
capital of JEtolia, and the place where their yearly aflem- the metro- 
blies and fairs were held. As it was reckoned impregnable^"^ 
by reafon of its fituation, and no enemy had ever before " to .^ 
dared to approach it, the JEtolians had lodged in it all their mo & ajdtlun 
valuable effects. So great therefore was their furprize when j ere % 
they faw Philip all on a fudden appear before it, that they 
had not fo much prefence of mind as to fhut the gates or 
majce the leaft refiftance. The Macedonians and allies were 
permitted to plunder the town, which abounded with all 
forts of provifions, military {tores, and valuable moveables. 
The army remained that night in the town, and the next 
morning every one chufing out of the booty what was moft 
valuable and eafy to be carried away, they made a heap of 
the reft and burnt it before the camp. They likewife faved 
the beft arms which were found in their armories, ex- 
changing them for fuch of their own as were lefs fervice- 
able, and burning the reft to the number of fifteen thoufand 
fuits g . 

The Macedonians did not ftop here ; but calling to mind 
what the JEtolians had done at Dium and Dodona, they let 
firi to the porticoes of the temple, and levelled that magnifi- 
cat ftru&ure with the ground, throwing down, defacing, 
.a *d breaking in pieces to the number of two thoufand ftatues 
01 exquifite workmanfhip, and at that time greatly efteemcd 
even in Greece. They rcfpe&ed, however, fuch as were 
known, cither by their form or the infeription, to reprefent a- 
ny of the gods. The defolation was fuch as to ft r ike the king 
himfelfand thofe about him with a kind of terror, though 
at the fame time they believed, that they had not over-adiai 
their revenge for the facrilegious impieties of the /Rtoliam at 
Dium. 

Philip having plundered the town marched back the fame 
way he came; the booty he placed in the van, guarded bv 
his heavy-armed troops; the Acarnaniavs and merccnai icw 
were polled in the rear, and the king himfclf w ith a body of 

* Idem, ibid. p. 365, & feq. 
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light-armed Macedonians ready to face the enemy in what 
part foever they fhould appear ; for he was extremely feli- 
citous to pafs the ftraits before the JEtolians could draw toge- 
ther a body of troops to oppofe his paflage. But he had fcarce 
begun his march when three thoufand JEtolians, headed by 
Alexander the Trichonian, fell on his rear, and put them in 
great confufion. This Philip had forefeen, and accordingly 
placed a detachment of Illyrians in ambufh behind a rifing 
ground. Thefe, unexpectedly appearing, fell on the enemy 
who had charged beyond them, and having killed about a 
hundred of them, and taken as many prifoners, obliged the 
reft to fave themfelves by flight among the rocks and woods. 
He was again attacked near Stratus, but having rep ul fed the 
enemy with great courage and refolution, he arrived fafe and 
unmolefted at Lemncea, where he had left his baggage and 
veflcls. Here he facrificed to the gods by way of thanks- 
giving for the fuccefs that had attended his arms in thatoex- 
pedition, and at the fame time to exprefs his joy gave his of- 
ficers a royal entertainment. Leontius and Megaleas were 
prefent, but every one foon perceived by their behaviour, 
that they looked with an evil eye on the good fortune of their 
mafter. During the whole entertainment they could not 
help throwing out againft Aratus the moft injurious and 
{hocking railleries. But words were not all ; at the breaking 
up of the banquet, being heated with wine and fired with 
anger, they purfued him with ftones till he got into his tent. 
This put the whole army in an uproar, not only the Acheans, 
but the Macedonians themfelves, running from all quarters 
to his affiftance. The noife foon reached the king's ears, 
Who, after a ftridl enquiry into the whole affair, condemned 
Megaleas, for Leontius abfeonded, in a fine of twenty talents 
and put him under arreft. The next day he fent for Aratus 9 
and after cxpreffing his fenfe of the violence that had been of- 
fered him, he gave him new aflu ranees of his protection. 
Leontius, in the mean time, being informed how the king 
had proceeded with Megaleas, came boldly with a crowd of 
foldicrs to the royal tent, thinking thereby, as the prince 
was but young, to put him into fome apprehenfion, and awe 
him into another refolution touching the offenders. Being 
come into the king's pre fence, // bo has been fo bold, fays 
he, as to lay hands on Megaleas ? // zvas /, replied the king 
with a majeftic tone, and whatever has been done is by my 
exprefs command. This refolution in the king fo frighten- 
ed Leontius, that he immediately retired from his prefencc. 
He no Moult withdrew, but the king called a council to ex- 
amine into the affair, and hear what was alledged againft 

Leontius 9 
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Leontius, Megaleas^ and their accomplices. Aratus charged 
them with all thofe criminal practices we have already taken 
notice of, and difcovered the whole confpiracy of Apelles. 
As he urged nothing againfl: them but what was vouched by 
competent witnefTes, they were all found guilty. The king, 
however, by an unfeafonable clemency, pardoned them, and 
even fet Megaleas at liberty, Leontius binding himfelf for the 
payment of the fine the king had laid on him h . 

During Philip's expedition into JEtolia, Lycurgus king 
of Sparta made an inroad into the territories of the Meffe- 
nians, but did nothing worth recording. Dorimacbus like- 
wife, who had led a confiderable body of JEtolians into 
TheJJaly, with a defign to lay wafte the country, and thereby 
oblige the king to raife the fiege of Pa lets , returned without 
compaffing either, having found the Thejfalians ready to give 
him a warm reception. He therefore kept on the moun- 
tains, till he heard that the Macedonians had invaded JEtolia, 
when he left Tbejfaly and haftened to the relief of his own 
country. But before he arrived the king was retired ] . 

In the mean time Philip, having embarqued his troops at fj ye con f e ^ 
Leucas and plundered the coaft of Hyanthes in his way, ar- derates en- 
rived at Corinth, where landing his forces and ordering the ter the 
veflels to be carried over to Lechaum, he difpatched meflen- country of 
gers to the confederate towns of Peloponnefus, appointing the Lace- 
them to rendezvous their troops at Teg&a. • He then march- demo- 
ed from Corinth, and came the next day to Tega:a, whence nians, 
he proceeded with fuch of the Achccan horfe as were there 
ready, holding his rout over the mountains, with a defign to 
fall by furprize on the Lacedemonian territories. After four 
days march through a defert. country, he gained the top of 
thofe hills that command the city of Sparta, and thence 
advanced to Amyclce, a town diftant from Sparta about four 
miles. The Spartans, who had heard of the fuccefs he met 
with at Thermo?, were ftrangely alarmed, when they faw the 
young monarch appear fo fuddenly in their territories, and 
approaching to the very gates of their metropolis. Several 
fkirmifties were fought, in which Philip was always victori- 
ous; but we (hall omit the particulars, which would fwell the 
hiftory to an undue length, and only fay, that this expedition 
proved nolefs glorious to the king's arms than that of JEto- 
lia ; for he laid wafte the enemy's country far and near, 
took and deftroyed feveral towns, beat Lycurgus, who with 
a body of two thoufand Lacedemonians had attempted to cut 

h Polyb. ubi fupra, p. 368, 376. Plut. in Arat. p. 1049. 

* Idem, p. 372. 
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off his retreat, and returned with an immenfe booty to Co* 

rintb. Here he found embafladors from Rhodes and Chios, 
who came to offer their mediation and incline both parties to 
peace. The king, diflembling his real intention, told 
them, that he was willing to conclude a peace with the^E* 
tolians onreafonable terms, and charged them on their return 
to difpofe his enemies to it. The king at that time had form- 
ed a project of making a defcent on the territories of the Pho- 
cfans, and executing there an enterprize of great importance- 
Having therefore difmiffed the embafladors, he haftened td 
Leortium, propofing to em barque his troops there. 
Leontius, But he was fcarce gone, when Leontius, Megaleas, and 

Megaleas, Ptolemy, who was alfo one of Philip's chief officers, began 
fuidS tolo- t0 employ the authority they had over the forces that remain- 
my ratjea ec j at Q or j„th 9 to draw off their affe&ions from their prince, 
tumult a- an( j W]n t ^ prn Qvcr to t ^ e j r own j ntere ^ They reprefented 

mon S - to them, chiefly to the light-armed troops and the king's 
troops. g uar( j Sj that they, who were the firft in all hazards and fe- 

c li red the relt of the army from all danger, were not treated 
according to their merit, and that, inftead of being diftin- 
guifhed by any particular reward for their fervice, they had 
been even deprived of the booty which they had taken, not- 
withstanding the conftant cuftom in like cafes to the contrary. 
The foldiers, efpecially the youth, were fo inflamed by thefe 
fc Jitious difcourfes, that aflembling in parties they plundered the 
h jufes of the king's chief favourites, and carried their infolence 
to that height as to force the gates of the king's own palace. 
The king, receiving timely notice of the tumult, flew to O- 
rinthy and aflembling the Macedonians made them fenfible of 
their fault, in a long harangue intermixed with gentlenefs and 
feverity. The tumult being appeafed, fome advifed the king 
to feize on the authors of the /edition and punifh them with 
the utmoft feverity ; others thought it more advifeable to 
gain them by gentle methods, the king being ftill young, and 
his authority nor vet entirely fixed in the minds of the people. 
This advice he followed for the prefent, ftiflinghis refentnient 
and pretending to be very well fatisfied, he returned to Lc- 
thiizini, after exhorting his troops to union and concord. But 
it was now too late to undertake any thing againft the Pho- 
ciar.s, who had drawn together their forces, and were pre- 
pared to receive him. 

In the mean time, Lcontivs, being well apprifed that the 
king, though he carried it very fair with him as to outward 
appearance, would net fail in clue time to vent his jufl refeni- 
ment upon him, had recourfe to Apelles, giving him notice 

o; the danger he was in, and preiling him to leave Chain* 

and 
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and haften to court. Philip had been informed by Aratus of 
the whole conduct of Apelles^ but had kept his thoughts fo 
clofe, that no body could difcover from his behaviour any 
change in him with refpeft to his prime minifter, who conti- 
nued to govern at Chalcis more like a fovereign prince than 
a fubjecT: (H). He therefore no fooner heard of the danger 
his client was in, but he left Chalcis^ not doubting, but he 
Ihould be received at court after the ufual manner, and 
change the king's mind at his pleafure. As he drew near to 
Corinth , Leontius y Megaleas^ and Ptolpmy y who were the 
chief officers in the army, prevailed by their authority on the 
flower of the king's forces to meet him, and attend him by 
way of guard into the town ; fo that he made his entry with 
a pompous train, and went dire&ly to wait on the king. 
But the officer, who was on duty at the gate of the royal Apelles 
palace, and had received orders to that effect, flopped him, bow re- 
and told him that he muft wait, for the king was not then at cevued by 
leifure. Apelles was thunder-ftruck at fo unexpe&ed a re- Philip, 
ception, and after having waited fome time in filence retired 
to his lodgings, attended only by his own domeftics, all the 
reft having already deferted him (I). Megaleas^ feeing the 
prime minifter, on whofe prote&ion he relied, fallen into 
difgpace, made his efcape to Athens * leaving Leontius^ who 
was his furety for the fum of twenty talents, to fhift for him- 
felf. Hereupon the king having fent the buckler-men, 
whofe chief officer was Leontius> to Triphalia under the 
command of Taurion, pretending to have fome extraordinary 
occafion for their fervice, caufed Leontius to be arretted, ^eontius 



arrefied. 



s 

(H) Apelles, during his refidence at Chains, governed all things 
with an arbitrary fway, as if he, and not Philip, had been inverted 
with the fovereign power. Wherefore the magillrates, and fuch 
a,s had charge of the affairs in Maudon and Thejafy, applied to 
him alone, and took his directions in all matters of importance. 
When any of the Greek towns had occafion to publilh new laws or 
ordinances, or confer honours or preferments, there was fcarce 
ever any mention made of the king, but of apelles { 5). 

(I) Behold the uncertain ftate of mortal greatneft, fays our au- 
thor ; in one and the fame moment men are raifed to the higheft 
preferments, and funk to the lowcft ebb of fortune ; and this chief- 
ly in the courts of princes, where, like counters, their value rifes 
And falls according to the place they arc fet in ; for thofe who 
follow the court are great and little at the pleafure of their matter, 
who carries their fortune in his hands {6). 

(5) Idm, lib, v. p. 350, fcf/'f. (6) Idem, ibid. p. 351. 
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giving out that it was for the payment of the twenty talent* 
which he was bound for, but in reality to have him in his 
power, and to found the difpofition of the foldiery. The 
troops which he commanded no fooner received notice of his 
arreft, but they fent a petition to the king, importing, that if 
the commitment of Leontius was on any other account than 
that of his being furety for Megaleas, the king would be plea- 
fed not to determine any thing againft him during their ab- 
fence \ and that they fhould interpret any fentence in his pre- 
judice as an injury done to them, and refent it accordingly ; but 
in cafe Leontius was under arreft to fecure the payment of the 
money due on account of Megaleas^ they would readily con- 
tribute towards fatisfying the debt. But their affection fhewn 
to Leontius proved unfeafonable, and was taken by the king fo 
ill, that it became the occafion of his death fooner than was 
expected k. 

During this interval, the ambafladors returned from M- 
Jthtrty t0 [j a ^ bringing with them propofals for a truce of thirty days ; 
V they allured the king, that the JEtolians were inclined to peace, 

%TAto° anc * t ' iat *' ie y ^ a PP 0 ' ntec ^ a ^ a 7 ^ or their general aflembly to 
lians meet at Rbium^ where they prayed the king to be prefent* 

promifing all the advances poffible on their part towards a ge- 
neral pacification. Philip accepted of the truce, and fent his 
difpatches to the confederates, requiring them to fend their 
refpe&ive deputies to Patra^ to negotiate a peace with the J£- 
tolians. He himfelf immediately fet out from Lechaum in or- 
der to a/Eft at it, and arrived the next day at Patra. There 
.letters were delivered to him directed by Megaleas to the JEto- 
lians, encouraging them to purfue the war againft Philip and 
the Achaans, fince the king was in the utmoft diftrefs for want 
of money and provifions. They contained likewife moft re- 
proachful and injurious refleftions on the king, which fliewed 
his hatred to him, and convinced him, that the whole faction 
of Apelles fought his deftrudtion. He therefore ordered him 
immediately to be taken into cuftody, together with his fon 
, and a youth his favourite, and fo fent to Corinth. At the 

Isvht^t ^ ame t ' me ' le en j°i nec ' the magiftrates of Thebes to profecutc 
handtJn Megaleas, who had retired thither from Athens ; but he pre- 
himfelf. vencec ^ his trial by laying violent hands on himfelf. Not long 
Leontius a ^ ter L eontlti ^ received fentence of death, and likewife Apelles 
aw/Apel- wi 1 ' 1 his fon and favourite. Hiftory can fcarcefurnifh us with 
les put to a more remarkable example of the afcendant which a favou- 
death. rite may gain over the mind of his fovereign, in order to fa- 

tute with impunity his avarice and ambition. It was with 



* Idem, p. 373, 374. 
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the utmoft difficulty, that Aratus roufed the king from his ir- 
resolution and fervitude,' and prevailed upon him at laft to ex- 
ert himfelf, after he had been fo long deaf to the repeated 
complaints of 'fits' 'fubjcfb, and blind to all the faults of his 
favourite minifter *• 

As to the Mtoliansy they were fincerely difpofed to peace, 
being grown weary of a war, in which all their proje&s. had 
fucceeded quite otherwife than they expefted. They had flat- 
tered thetnfelves, that they had to do with a young unexperi- 
enced prince, Philip not being yet arrived, as they imagined,, 
at an age of conduct and experience ; but they found him an 
able and enterprizing leader, and well qualified both for coun- 
fel and execution. However, when' they came to hear of 
the mutiny of the troops and the confpiracy of Apelles^ hop- 
ing thefe troubles would beget diftraitions at court, they 
poftponed their meeting at Rhium. Philip and the confede- <fhe confe- 
rates, who had a hopeful profpefl of the iflue of the war, *\\<\.de)atcsre- 
wiflied for nothing more ardently than to break off" all negori- ' fifoe to 
ations of peace, were glad of the opportunity which the ene- purfue the 
my furniftied them with, and accordingly animated each other 
to the profecution of the war. As winter was drawing near, 
Philip, after engaging the allies to meet him vrith theirTorces 
early in the fpring, weighed anchor and returned to Corinth. 
There he gave the Macedonians leave to return to their winter 
quarters in their own country 5 while he coafting Attica went 
to Demetrias in Thejfaly^ where Ptolomy y x\\z only confpira tor 
that remained, was fentenced to die, and executed accordingly. 

By this time Eperatus, who had been chofen pnetor of the 
Acbaans by the influence of Apelles^ as we have related above, 
was become univerfally defpifed, as being no ways qualified 
for that truft, which is commonly the cafe in forced elections. 
No one would pay obedience to his orders, and the country 
being open and defencclefs, great havock was made in it by 
Pyrrbias, at the head of three thoufand Eleans and JEtoIians. 
The Albican troops being in arrear of their pay, refufed to 
o!>ey the praetor's orders, when at any time they were com- 
manded to march out to the relief of the country, and defert- 
eJ in great numbers. All this was owing to the inuifiiciency 
of Eperatus\ but, happily for the Achrctnis y his authority was 
;:!moll expired, and early in the fummcr Aratus appointed to 
fleeced him " , . The new prretor found the Ac::<ran mercena- 
ries corrupted by an univerlal decay of military difciplmc, and 
the eirics no ways difpofed to contribute towards the carrying 
on of the war. In the general uiicmbly, alter having warm- 

1 Idem, ibid p. 376. m I Jem, p, 377. 
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giving out that it was for the payment of the twenty talent* 
which he was bound for, but in reality to have him in his 
power, and to found the difpofition of the foldiery. The 
troops which he commanded no fooner received notice of his 
arreft, but they fent a petition to the king, importing, that if 
the commitment of Leontius was on any other account than 
that of his being furety for Mcgaleas, the king would be plea- 
fed not to determine any thing againft him during their ab- 
fence ; and that they fhould interpret any fentence in his pre- 
judice as an injury done to them, and refent it accordingly ; but 
in cafe Leontius was under arreft to fecure the payment of the 



money due on account of Mega leas 9 they would readily con- 
tribute towards fatisfying the debt. But their affection fhewn 
to Leontius proved unfeafonable, and was taken by the king fo 
ill, that it* became the occafion of his death fooner than was 
expected k . 

During this interval, the ambaffadors returned from M- 
■* t;ii>t y tolia 9 bringing with them propofals for a truce of thirty days; 
r* ted to t ^ e ^ a ^ ure( ^ tnc kh*g, that the BLtolians were inclined to peace, 
fi* JEto- an< * t ' iat f ' ie y ^ a( ' a PP 0Hltet * a ^ a y ^ or tne ' r g enera I aflembly to 
lians meet at Rbiumy where they prayed the king to be prefent* 

promifing all the advances poffible on their part towards a ge- 
neral pacification. Philip accepted of the truce, and fent his 
difpatches to the confederates, requiring them to fend their 
refpective deputies to Patra, to negotiate a peace with the JE- 
tolians. He himfelf immediately fet out from Lecbaum in or- 
der to affift at it, and arrived the next day at Patra. There 
.letters were delivered to him dire&cd by Mega leas to the JEto- 
lians, encouraging them to purfue the war againft Philip and 
the Achaans^ llnce the king was in the utmoft diftrefs for want 
of money and provifions. They contained likewife moft re- 
proachful and injurious reflections on the king, which fhewed 
his hatred to him, and convinced him, that the whole faction 
of jipelles fought his deftrudtion. He therefore ordered him 
immediately to be taken into cuftody, together with his foil 
j and a youth his favourite, and fo fent to Corinth. At the 

fofvHent * ame t ' me ' Jc en J°' net ' tne ma gift rates °f Thebes to profecutc 
bands* on* ^ c ^ a ^ eas ^ wno nac ^ reti red thither from Athens ; but he pre- 
himfelf vemcc ' n ' s tr * a ' by laying violent hands on himfelf. Not long 
Leontius n ^ tcr ^ eont "ts received fentence of death, and likewife Jpelles 
and Apel- w ' tn n ' s f° n and favourite. Hiftory can fcarcc furnilh us with 
les put to a more remarkable example of the afcendant which a favou- 
deatb. rite may gain over the mind of his fovereign, in order to fa- 

tiate with impunity his avarice and ambition, Jt was with 

* Idem, p. 373, 374. 
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the utmoft difficulty, that Aratus roufed the king from his ir- 
refolution and fervitude, and prevailed upon him at lafl- to ex- 
ert himfelf, after he had been fo long deaf to the repeated 
complaints of his fubjedts, and blind to all the faults of his 
favourite minifter K 

As to the JEtolians^ they were fmcerdy difpofed to peace, 
being grown weary of a war, in which all their projects had 
iucceeded quite otherwife than they expected. They had flat- 
tered themfelves, that they had to do with a young unexperi- 
enced prince, Philip not being yet arrived, as they imagined, 
at an age of conduct and experience ; but they found him an 
able and enterprizing leader, and well qualified both for conn- 
fel and execution. However, when they came to hear of 
the mutiny of the troops and the con fpi racy of Apelles, hop- 
ing thefe troubles would beget dift rations at court, they 
poftponed their meeting at Rhium. Philip and the confede- <f/ je cot} f e . 
rates, who had a hopeful piofpe£t of the iflue of the war, and delates re* 
wifhed for nothing more ardently than to break off all ncgoti- fihe to 
atiom of peace, were glad of the opportunity which the ene- piofue the 
my furnifned them with, and accordingly animated each other 
to the profecution of the war. As winter was drawing near, 
Philip, after engaging the allies to rueet him with their forces 
early in the fpring, weighed anchor and returned to Corinth, 
r l 'here he gave the Macedonians leave to return to their winter 
quarters in their own country; while he coafling Attica went 
to Demetrias in Tbejfal)', where Ptolomy, the only confpiratcr 
that remained, was fentenced to die, and executed accordingly. 

By this time Epcratus, who had been chofen prator of the 
Ach&ans by the influence of Apelles, as we have related above, 
Mas become universally defpifed, as being no ways qualified 
for that truft, which is commonly the cafe in forced elections. 
No one would pay obedience to his orders, and the country 
being open and defenceless, great havock was made in it by 
Pprtj 'taS) at the head of three thoufand Elauis and iV.tol'uins, 



The Auwan troops, being in arrear of their pay, refufed to 
oVy the praetor's orders, when at any time they were com- 
m uided to march out to the relief of the country, and iLfeit- 
L>J in p;rent numbers. All this was owm;_r to the in'i.flluency 
<<! Eperatns \ but, happily for the /1clfvu>t\ > his authority vias 
: expired, and endy in the fu miner //#v/.*/.» yp;vuin;ed to 

I u . ecd him "'. 'I lie r.ew prretor lo.n.d the nu.rci 
li.::, corrupt! by an nmve.'Ul decay or military diu :p):nc, and 
Uu cuius no ways <li!po!ed to conn inn? -j to.-ard. rue tMrrv.n:*; 
en oi tlie war. In uie general al.eninly, aiui having iv*am- 

• Idem, iuid p. y; r \ x - l.k.n), p. v ?. 
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ly exhorted their deputies to the profecution of the war, he 
wrefted from them a decree, empowering him to levy eight 
thoufand mercenary foot and five hundred horfc, befides three 
thoufand foot and three hundred horfe which were to be raifed 



at home. By the fame decree the Megalopolitans were to con- 
tribute three hundred foot and fifty horfe, and the Argians 
the like number °. 

While the Achaans were thus preparing for the profecu- 
tion of the war, Lycurgus and Pyrrhias^ prsetor of the Eleans^ 
taking the field, made an inroad into the territories of the 
Mejfenians^ but -were foon forced to retire by Aratus, who 
advanced with the mercenaries to cover the frontiers of Mef- 
fene^ M r jgalo polls , Teg a? a, and Argos, which were moft ex- 
pofed to the infults of the Lacedemonians. Not long after Ly- 
cus* whom Aratus had appointed to command the troops 
while he affifted at the general affembly, gained a confiderable 
victory over the Eleans^ who, under the conduct of Euripi- 
das their new praetor, had advanced as far as Pharcea^ plun- 
dering and laying wafte the whole country. The plunder 
which he got on this occafion produced a great fum of money \ 
fo that the troops took better heart in profpeft of better pay, 
and the people conceived hopes that they fhould now be exempt 
from taxes and contributions towards the war. 
J ebes .°/ In the mean time, Philips having ordered fuch ftores and 
takeTb^ P rov ^ lons ^ ^ e had provided during the winter to be brought 
theWnf m Larijfo* fct outonhis march towards Greece , with a defign 
derates t0 begin the campaign with the fiege of Thebes called Phthioiis 
Year of (J- 1 )* whence the JEtollans ufed to make continual inroads 
the flood * nt0 territories of Demetrias, Pharfalia? and even Larif- 
2782. fo- Accordingly, having divided his army into three bodies, 
Before he inverted the town, and, with an hundred and fifty catapults 
Chrift, and other engines for calling of ftones, began to batter the 
217. walls night and day without intcrmiflion. The inhabitants at 

firft made a vigorous refinance; but great numbers of them 
being killed, by the many darts and ftones that had been caft 
into the town, and the reft quite tired out by inceflant attacks, 
which kept them continually in action, their refolution be- 
gan to fail, and the Macedonians advancing their mines, an4 

n Idem, p 378. 

(L) This city war fituatc near the fen about eight and thirty miles 
dillance from Lwijfa \ and was on t he frontiers of hlag7?efta and 
Tbr/Tfdy, its territory bordering on Magm'Jia towards Demetrius , and 
on Thfjfah row..id, tLii uac! which v. a* inhabited by the Pbarjaa- 
*/.'« a:. 1 P'triran. 
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now preparing to give the aflault, they thought fit to furrender 
at difcretion. Philip plundered the town, fold the inhabitants, 
and, re-peopling it with a colony of Macedonians, changed 
the name of Thebes into that of Philippopolis, 

Not long after the town had furrendered, new ambafla- 
dors came to him from Chios, Rhodes , Byzantium, and from 
Ptolemy king of Egypt, to propofe the concluding of a peace. 
The king replied as he had done before, that he was inclined 
to put an end to the war, and that they needed but apply to 
the JEtolians, to know whether they were willing to concur 
with him in reftoring Greece to its former tranquility. Philip 
was in reality very tar from being inclined to a peace ; but, 
as he did not care to declare his true intentions, he only told 
the ambaiiadors, that in the mean time he was determined to 
purfue his enterprizes. 

He afterwards fet out with his friends and favourites for Ar- 
gos, to be prefent at the Nemcean games. While he was one 
day affifting at one of thefe public fports, he was interrupted 
by an exprefa fent him from Macedon, with advice, that the 
Romans had loft a great battle in Tufcany near the lake Thrafy-* 
menus 1 and that Hannibal was mafter of all the open country. 
I his news Philip imparted to none but Demetrius of Pharus y 



enjoining him all poffiblc feerefy* Demetrius, glad of this 
opportunity, advifed him to put a period to the Mtalian war 
with what expedition he could, in order to invade lUyrUum 
(Mj, and afterwards crofs over into Italy. He added, that 
iuch a defign would gain him the affe&ions of the whole Greek 
nation, that the Achasans would join him out of the affe&ion 
they bore him, and the Mtolians through fear, after the cala- 
mities they had Gaffercd in the prefent war ; that fuch an expe- 
dition would he his firft ftep to univerfal monarchy, which 
none had a better claim to than hinmfelf ; and that the prefent 
diftrefs of the Romans offered hhn a favourable opportunity of 
executing fo mighty a project. Such council as this could not 

(M J Sccrdilaidast a petty king; of I/Iyria, whom we have men- 
tioned above, thinking himfelf ill treated by Philip, who had not 
yet paid him the money that was due to him, according to the trea- 
ty agreed on by both parties, fitted out a fquadron, with orders 
to take by reprifal what was due by agreement. This fquadron 
being ad mitred into the port of Leneas, for Seer dilai das was in alli- 
ance with the Acb/eam, feized there fome Macedonian vcflels, and 
fent them together with the Mactdonians that were aboard into //- 
hicuftt. From thence they failed to .1 Jaffa, taking all the king's- 
velVeis they could meet with. A war with this prince Demettitn 
thought would prove very favourable to his prefent projeft. 

O n o 1 but 
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but charm a king, who was in the flower of his youth, fuccefs- 
ful in his exploits, boll, enterprifing, and of a race which 
had always grafped at univerfal empire. 

However, as no man could better conceal his real inten- 
tion-, a verv rare quality in fo young a prince, he did not fhew 
that ftrong inclination for peace which he had in reality con- 
ceive i. He only difpatched letters to the confederates, ex- 
horting them to fend their deputies to theafTembly to negotiate 
a peace ; and in the mean time, the better to hide his incli- 
nations, he advanced with his forces to Lofion^ and, after tak- 
ing afmall fortrefs which was built on the ruins of that place, 
he made as if he intended to poflefs himfelf of Elect, Both 
partLs were grown fo tired of the war, that his fummons was 
received every where with great joy, and plenipotentiaries 
from all pai ts haftened to Naupaftus which was the place ap- 
pointed for the conferences. The king, to give a more expe- 
ditions iflue to the affair, came at the head of his army, and 
encamping within lefs than a league of the place attended there 
the rcfult of their conferences. The firit article which the 
king caufed to be propofed to the JEtolians, by the ambafla- 
dors of the confederate cities, was, that every one fhould 
continue in pofleffion of his conquefts ; which article being a- 
greeJ upon, the reft met with no difficulty, fo that the treaty 
was f'oon concluded and ratified by Philip and the Acbccans 
O') one fide, and the JEto/ians, Lacedemonians , -jand £ leans on 
the other °. , - * 

At the firft opening of the affembly, Jgelas of Naupaftus 
made a fpcech before the king and the confederates, which 
dt fcrves a place here, fince Polybius has thought it worthy of 
relating at length in his hiftory. He told them, that the Greeks 
ought above all things to /hun all occafions of war among 
iheiWelves, and render thanks to the gods, that becoming 
now of one mind, and leading each other, as it were, by the 
h uid, like thole who ford a river, they had a profpedt of uni- 
ting in a mutual defence of themfelves and their cities againft 
the barbarians, whofe defigns they had fo much caufc to ap- 
prehend. That, though they could not give perpetuity to 
the prefent union, it behoved them, at leaft in that jun&urc, 
t i agree ;is one man in the prcfervation of their liberties, fince 
noil: could lie ignorant of the great power of rhc barbarian*, 
and (he mighty war they were like to have on their hands with 
th..t people. That it was evident to everyone who was tier 
U) hide fLIIcd in poliiio, tiiat the conquerors, whether Car- 



0 Pol yn. ibid. p. a.3; 



thttgiman* 



Chap. 20. The Mftory of Achaia. 477 

tbaginians or Rommts, would not confine themfelves to the 
empire of Italy or Sicily, but extend their conqueft further, 
even to Greece itfelf. Wherefore he exhorted them, efpeci- 
ally Philip, to keep a watchful eye on the danger that threaten- 
ed them ; faying, that this prince would be able to avert it, 
if, inftead of impairing the ftrcngth of the Greeks, as he had 
hitherto done, and rendering them by that means an cafier 
prey to their enemies, he would now take their affairs to 
heart, and act for the whole Greek nation as if Greece were 
his inheritance. That by this means he would win the 
affe&ion of the Greeks, who would be inviolably attached to 
him, and concur in all his meafures. That, if his mind was 
bent on great enterprizes and he thirfted after glory, helhould 
extend his profpeft towards the weft, and keep an eye on the 
war which had fet all Italy in a flame ; that he fhould watch 
the event of it, improve it to his advantage, and generoufly 
afpire to the dominion of the world. That if he had any dis- 
putes with the Greeks, he fhould leave the decifion of them to 
another feafon ; for if he once fuffered the ftorm, that was 
gathering in the weft, to reach Greece, it might juftly be 
feared, that it would then no longer be in theff power to 
make war, conclude a peace, or manage their affairs as they 
pleafed. 

This fpeech, which was a clear prediction of what happen- j p eac g 
/ «d afterwards^ to- Greece, infpired both the confederates and concluded. 
Philip with an eiag^r defire of peace. And this is the firft time 
that the affairs of Italy influenced thofe of Greece. For after 
this neither Philip nor the other powers of Greece regulated 
their condudt from the ftate of their refpedtive neighbours, 
but kept their eves fixed on Italy, as the only object of their 
attention. The Afiatics aivhthe inhabitants of the iflands 
did the fame foon after, having no more recourfe in their dis- 
putes to Antiochus or Ptolemy, to fouthern or eaftcrn princes, 
but turning their eyes weft ward, and (ending ambaffadors, 
fome to the Carthaginians* others to the Romans. In like 
manner the Romans, awakened by the growing power and 
enterprifing genius of Philip, difpatched ambafllidors into 
Greece, to obviate betimes the dangers that threatened them 
from that quarter, as will be feen in the liquid of this hifto- 

r >''' 

As foon as the peace was rati fie J, the dchtra*:i rrii'nl 7% 
moxenus to the prrctorihip, and then returned to their ancient 
manner and cuftom of life, after having re-edified the walls 
of their cine, rebuilt their temples and ultars, eftabliihcd 

f Idem, ibid p 436, j v* 
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thsir worfhip, and repaired the public and private damages, 

"Vvhich they had fuflained during the war. 
Philip But this happy ftate of tranquility was foon difturbed by 

changes bn that very prince who had procured it- Philips having con- 
conduct. eluded an alliance with Hannibal* began to change his con- 
duel, and thinking it neceflary to bring all Greece to an abfo- 
lute fubjeclion, before he made any attempts upon Italy* he 
began with the Mejfeniam* who had been lately admitted into 
the Achaan confederacy. The city of Mejfene was at this 
time rent into two factions, the nobility driving to humble 
the people, and the people to leflen the power of the nobility. 
T hefc contentions became fo violent, that both factions agreed 
to call in Philips and refer their differences to his .arbitration. 
The ambitious prince was glad of this opportunity* and flew 
to Mejkne* with a defign to make himfelf mafter of the city* 
On his arrival he found Aratus employing his heft endeavours 
to eompofe their differences, in a manner that no ways fuited 
his private ends. He therefore did not think fit to advife with 
T ,._ , him, but held private conferences with fuch of the MeiTeni* 

Uittiirban* r ^ ,V. ,. , .... • 

ces tit as re * orte " to his palace. A he nobility he encouraged to 

Meiiejie. cur ^ tne ' n ^°l ence of the unruly rabble with the utmoft feve- 

rity of the laws ; but ufed a quite different ftile in talking 
with the heads of the popular faction, telling ihem, that they 
tvere to blame for fuffering themfelves, being fo many* to be 
oppreffed by a few,, as if they had no hands to defend them-- 
lelves, againft tyrants. Thus both parties, presuming on the 
king's afiiftanee, thought it advifeable to exert themfelves be- 
fore he was gone, fmce he feemed fo well difpofed to counter 
nance them- Accordingly the nobility gave orders for the ap- 
prehending of feme orators, who ftirred up, faid they, the 
people to (edition ; this alarmed the populace, who falling 
upon the nobility murdered in their rage above two hundred 
of them. This was what Philip had propofed from the very 
beginning, being well apprifed, that if one party were dc- 
ftroyed, it would be no hard tafk for him to get the bet- 
ter of the other. Neither did Aratus the younger forbear rc- 
proaihinghim with it, in very bitter and oftenfive terms. But 
the kin?, who on fuch occafions had a marvellous command 
of his temper, fmothered his refentmcnt, and taking. Aratus 
the cider by the hand, he aflced him, whether he would not 
attend him up to the eafllcof Itko?ns where he intended to fa- 
crifice. Ti is caftle commanded the city of Mejfene* and 
kept the further parts i»t I'ehponnrjhs in awe, as Acro-Corinih* 
whirl) he was already pofieiled or, did the hither. Ithome w:.s 
heid !>v fomeof tlu p -pular faction, who, looking upon PA/- 
///• .o in* si vK Ii\ ever, .iJuiitted him without the leaft jcaloulv. 

Whi.cs 
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While the facrifice was performing, the entrails of the vi£Hm 
being, according to cuitom, put info his hands, ho fhevved 
them to Aratus ^ and with a fmile afked him, whether they 
prognofticated, that, being now in pofleflion of fo important 
a place, he fliould tamely part with it, or rather keep it fat 
his own nfe. Aratus made no reply, but Demetrius Pharius y 
though the king had not afked his advice, gave this officious 
anfwer : If you are afoothfayer you muft quietly be gone from 
hence ; but if you are a king you mult nut let flip fo fair an 
opportunity, but hold the ox faft by both his horns ; alluding 
thereby to Ithome and Acro-Corhitb, which were called the 
two horns of Peloponnefus. The king, however, would 
have Aratus by all means to give his opinion, who told him, 
that if the place could be kept without breach of faith, he 
would do well to keep it j but if by feizing of lthorne he muft 
lofe the ftrongeft caftle he had, his credit, he thought it far 
more advifeable to deliver it up to its owners. This advice Aratus r* 
Philip followed for the prefent, but ever after maintained a tires f>tm 
private grudge againfl: Aratus*, which he perceiving retired Philip's 
from court, and led a private life at Sicyoi,, where he had lea- cou:t m 
fure to repent his ever calling the Macedonians into Pekponm- 
Jus. Philips having now got rid of fo troublefomc a cenfor, 
marched his forces into Epirus, where lie fcized on the town 
of Oricum, and laid ficge to Apolunia, which he was foon forc- 
ed to raife in a moft lharneful manner, his camp bcinrr fur- 
prized by the Roman praetor Lccvinus^ and he forced to make 
his efcape half naked. After this difappointment he returned 



the thoughts of 



Mejfenians. But they, being now on their 
guard, refuted to admit him into their city ; whereupon cal- 
ling them his enemies, he laid wade the whole country, and 
retired without being able to reduce the city, the Acbevans* 
who were his confederates, rcfufing to lend him any help for 
fuch an enterprise ; for Mejfene^ as we have pbferved above, p. y 
was at that time a member of the Albican body. This hack- C auhs him 
wardncli of his confederates he afcribed to Aratus ^ and there- (Q y . 
fore, as he did not now (cm pic to commit the muft heinous £. v ,/ 
crimes, he refolved to facriHcc both thj father and fun to y cai u f 
his refentment. He dared not employ open force an i violence, the k l'iOod 
in regard of their great reputation and the refpect which was 27^ ;. 
univerfally paid to their virtue, and therefore charged Tainic*;, before 
one of his officers, to difpatch 111 it the elder Arch:* leuct!\ Cl.ii.I, 
during his abfencc. Taurian obeyed the wicked command, - ,f) - 
though not without ibme reluctance , he ml'.nuated hmi'Jf 
into ArutUi \ friend/hip and oiu .» m\ :tul i.im i>v!ii': i, w i, 1 ,\ 
gave him an op;>m tuanv uf poiii'juii j !i:m "v- iili a ; oiioti, 
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which was fure, but flow in its operation. Aratus was not 
ignorant of the caufe of the lingering diftemper which he fell 
into; but, reflecting that complaints would only ftir up the A- 
chaans againft him, and create new difturbances, be bore it pati- 
ently, as if it had been a common and natural difeafe. One day 
only happening to fpit blood before one Cephalion 9 who was his 
bofom friend, and feemed fomewhat furprized, he faid. Be- 
hold, my dear Cephalion, the effeft of friend/hip with kings* 
This brought him to his end in JEgium, being then in the 
fifty-feventh year of his age, and praetor of the Achwans the 
Seventeenth time. The Achtsans were for burying him in the 
place where he died ; but the Sicyonians claimed this honour 
as due to the place where he was born. Accordingly chang- 
ing their grief into mirth, they went, crowned with chap- 
jets of flowers and clad in white robes, to bring the body of 
their deceafed hero to Sicyon, dancing before it, and finging 
hymns and odes in commendation of his eminent virtues and 
exalted qualities. He was interred with the utmoft pomp 
and Solemnity in the higheft part of the city, which was ever 
after called Aratium. The Acheeans decreed, that divine ho- 
nours Ihould be paid him, and appointed a prieft for that 
purpofe. Plutarch tells us, that in his time two folemn Sa- 
crifices were ftrll offered him annually - P the firft on the day 
that he freed the city from the yoke of tyranny, and this fa-, 
crifice was called Soteria, the other on his birth-day. During, 
the facrificc the youngmen and children walked round the altar, 
finging odes to the lyre in honour of their deliverer, and the 
fenate crowned with garlands of flowers, followed the procef- 
fion. To this they are faid to have been encouraged by an 
oracle of Apollo * . 

Aratus was without all doubt one of the grcatefl men of 
his time, and may juflly be ftylcd one of the founders of the 
Achaan republic, he having brought it to that form r.nd Splen- 
dor by which it became one of the moft powerful ftates of 
Greece. However his talent lay more in contriving a war- 
like ftratagem, in forming and projecting extraordinary en- 
terprises, than in executing them. In his aJminiflration he 
was guilty of one very great error, which was the calling in 
the kings of Mace Jon to the afliihince of the republic, an ex- 
pedient which no well-wifhcr to his country could approve of, 
and was the more difhonourablc in him, as he was prompted 
to it out of jealoufy to Clevnc :es kir.g of Sparta. For that 
prince, afrer having reduced the Acka-ans to the I a ft extremity, 
waa wiii'iig to rci'roie them their prifoncrs and all the places 

r To. ye. lib viii. p. 51", 5K. P. u-. in Arato. 
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he had taken, on condition they would create him praetor of 
Achaia. The Acbeans were inclined to accept of a peace on 
thefe terms : But Aratus, thinking it would be very diflio- 
nourable for him, who had bore for many years the chief 
fway in the republic, to be thus fupplanted by a young man, 
ufed his utmoft efforts to difluade the Acheans from yielding 
to the conditions propofed by Cleomenes \ and becaufe they 
could no longer hold out againft that warlike prince with 
their own ftrength,he had recourfe to Antigonus king of Ma- 
cedon^ put him into pofleffion of Acro-Corinth,znd thereby en^ 
abled him and his fucceffbrs to manage the affairs of Greece 
at their pleafure r . But for this he atoned, both with his 
own death and with that of his fon, which was more deplor- 
able ; for Philip, growing completely wicked, as Plutarch 
exprefles it, commanded a kind of poifon to be given him, 
which deprived him of his underftanding, and prompted him 
to commit fuch abominable adtions, as would have reflected 
eternal ignominy on his name, had they been done del i be- 
rately,and while he was in his fenfes; infomuch, that, though 
he was then in the flower of his age, his death was looked up- 
on not as a misfortune, but as the greateft bleffing that could 
befal himfelf and his family 

These inhuman and tyrannical proceedings in Philip 
highly incenfed the Acheans againft him, as he afterwards 
found by experience, when they were more at liberty to aft 
as they pleafed. At prefent they were not in a condition to 
fupport themfelves without him, the JEtclians, their irrc- 
concileable enemies, having entered into an alliance with the 
Romans againft the king and his confederates. The main 
article of this new alliance was, that the conquefts fhouid 
belong to the allies, but the booty and flaves to the Romans, 
Their calling in thus the Barbarians, for fo the Greeks ftibd 
all nations except their own, provoked them more againft 
the /Etolians, than all the mifchief Philip had done them. 
Wherefore they refolved in their general aflembly to join the 
king againft the JF.tolians and their confederates. Thus a N ccw 
new war was kindled in Greece, between Philip and the trouhia t„ 
Acheans on one fide, and the Romans, Aitolians, Lacalano- Greece. 
nians, Eleans, king Attains, and Scerdilaidas on the other. Year of 
The Mtolians immediately began hofi ili ties, invading and lay- f be Flood 
ing wafte the Achean territories. Whereupon the Achtaus 2 7$$- 
difpatched deputies to Philip, who was then in Thrace, im- * rar *' c " 
ploring his afliftance. Philip readily complied with their re- 
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quefl: ; but the Mtolians, being joined by fome Romans and 
the forces which Attalus had brought with him out of AJia, 
marched out to meet him before his conjunction with die 
*tbe uEto- j c fj eanSt Both armies met near Lamia a city of Thejf'aly. 

hans*"?- The JEtolians were commanded by Pyrrhius, who had been 
feated. a pp 0 j ntec | t ^ tl[ genera], in conjunction with king 

Attains. Philip proffered him battle, and he, thinking it 
would be difreputable in him to decline it the very firft year 
of his command, rafhly engaged and was entirely defeated. 
However, to retrieve his reputation, he gathered together the 
fcattered remains of his army, in hopes of performing fome 
worthy a£Hon before the end of the campaign. But Philip 
attacked him the fecond time, cut moft of his men in pieces, 
and obliged the reft to fhut themfelves up in Lamia. This 
double overthrow fo difheartcned the JEtolians, that they fent 
ambafTadors to treat of a peace with Philip and the Acheans 5 
for the Romans^ after having put the JEtolians in motion, 
were retired to Corcyra, fully perfuaded, that the king had fo 
much bufmefs upon his hands at home, that he could not have 
time to think of Italy or Hannibal. Philip put off the ne- 
gotiations of peace till the next aflembly of the Acheans, and 
in the mean time granted the JEtolians a truce of thirty days. 
When the aflembly met, the JEtolian ambafTadors being in- 
troduced made fuch unreafonable propofals, as took away all 
hopes of an accommodation. Whereupon Philip and the 
Acheans, being refolved to purfue the war at all events, be- 
gan to make greater preparations than ever, having fo many 
enemies to oppofe at the fame time. The king, leaving four 
thouiund men with the Acheans to defend their country, went 
to aflifr at the Nimaan games in the city of Argos, and from 
thence returning into Achaia marched, in conjunction with 
CyeHtuh: the Achean prasror, againft the city of Elis, which 
had received an JEtolian garifon. After they had plundered 
the territory, they advanced in battle-array to the very gates 
of the city, hoping thereby to draw the JE.tolians to an en- 
gagement. According! v they failied out, when Philip was 
greatly furprized to find, that the garifon partly confided of 
Romans. For Snlpitius, having left Naupaftus with fifteen 
gallics, and landed four thou fund men, had entered the city 
the night before the engagement. The fight was very 
bloody, and many fell on both fides. In the heat of the 
combat DamopkanUs y general of the Elean horfe, fpying 
Philopcc- Philopaemen, who commanded that of the Acheans, advanced 
ithVs againft him with £reat ard<,r and fury. The latter waited for 
-allani \\\\\\ without itirring from his poit, and having unhorfed him at 
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the firft encounter, fell upon the enemy's cavalry with fuch 
refolution, that they quickly betook themfelves to flight. But 
the Romans charging the Macedonians with great vigour, the 
latter began to give way, which Philip obferving fpurred on 
his horfe, and rufhed headlong into the midft of the Romans, 
where his horfe. being wounded threw him. The Macedo- 
nians then returned with new vigour to the charge, each 
party fignalizing themfelves in a very extraordinary manner, 
the Romans with a view to take the king prifoner, and the 



Macedonians to fave him. The king was carried off in fpite 
of the.utmoft efforts of the Romans , and the Macedonians 
obliged to retire at a greater diftance from the town. The 
next day Philip inverted and took a ftrong hold of the Eleans^ 
where he found a great booty confifting of twenty thoufand 
head of cattle, befides four thoufand Eleans whom he fold for 
Haves. This made amends for his difappointment at Elis * : 
But in the- mean time news was brought him, that the Dar- 
danians had made an incurfion into Maccdon ; whereupon he 
immediately fet out to defend his own country, leaving with 
the Acheans a body of two thoufand five hundred men. At 
the fame time Sulpitius failed back with his fleet to JEgina^ 
where he joined king Attalus, and paffed the winter. Dur- 
ing the king's abfence, the Acheans gained a confiderable 

vi&ory over the JEtolians and Eleans near the city of Mef- 
fene. 

Early in the fpring Sulpitius and Attalus, quitting their Oreumw 
winter quarters, failed with their fleets to Lemnos, and thence Eubcea 
advanced to Oreum a chief city of Eubcsa^ which was treach- betrayed to 
eroufly delivered up to them by Plator the Macedonian com- 
mander. Attalus laid fiege to the city of Opus in Achaia, ™" s * 
which Philip having notice of, advanced with incredible dili- x^^qo^ 
gence to the relief of his allies, having marched upwards of 2 1 
iixty miles in one day. The city had furrendered a little be- y C ar be- 
fore his arrival, but Attalus the inltant he heard of his ap- f ore 
proach abandoned it, and retired with precipitation to his Chrift 
fhips u. 

While Philip was thus employed againft Attalus and the 
Romans, Machanidas, who had fucceeded Lycurgus tyrant 
of Lace demon, advanced at the head of a powerful army to the 
borders of Achaia, with a delign to lay wade the country, and 
by that means oblige Philip to leave the enemy and relieve his 
allies. He could not have chofe a more improper fcalbn for 
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Philopce- fuch an expedition ; for Philopasmen had been that year ap- 
pointed for the firft time commander in chief of the Achean 
forces. As we (hall often have occafion to mention this great 
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warrior, it will not be improper to fay fomething here of hi* 
extraordinary parts, which rendered him worthy of all thofe 
honours, that were afterwards heaped upon him by the Ache- 
an republic. He was born in Megalopolis a city of Arcadia in 
PeloponnefuS) and from his very infancy difcovered a ftrong 
inclination to the profeffion of arms. He was nobly educat- 
ed by Cajfander of Mantima^ a man of great probity and un- 
common abilities. He was no fooner able to bear arms, but 
he entered among the troops which the city of Megalopolis 
fent to make incurfions into Laconia^ and in thefe inroads 
never failed to give fome remarkable inftance of his prudence 
and valour. When there were no troops in the field, he ufed 
to employ his leifure in hunting, and fuch other manly exer- 
cifes. Thus he fpent his time till he attained the thirtieth 
year of his age, when Cleomenes king of Sparta attacked Me- 
galopolis. We have feen what courage and greatnefs of foul 
he difplayed on that occafion. He fignalized himfelf no lefs 
fometimc after in the battle of Sellajia> where Antigonuj 
gained a complete vi£ory over Cleomenes. Antigonus, who 
had been an eye-witnefs of his prudent and gallant behaviour, 
made him very advantageous offers to gain him over to his 
intereft. But he rejefled them with fcorn, having an utter 
averfion to a court life, which he compared to that of a flave, 
faying, that a courtier was but a flave of a better condition. 
As he could not live idle and una&ive, he went over to the 
ifle of Crete, which was then engaged in war, and ferved 
there as a volunteer, till he acquired a complete knowledge 
of the military art ; for the inhabitants of that ifland were in 
thole days accounted excellent warriors, being fcarce ever at 
peace among themfelves. Pbilopcrmen, having ferved fome 
j ears among the troops of that ifland, returned home, and 
was upon his arrival appointed general of the horfe, in which 
command he behaved lb well, that the Achean horfe, hereto- 
fore of no rcpurntion, became in a fhort time famous all over 
Greece. He was f'oon after appointed general of all the Ache- 
an forces, when he applied himfelf in good earneft to the re- 
eftablifliing of military difcipiine among the troops of the re- 
public, which he found in a very poor condition, and univer- 
f a 1 1 v defpifed by their neighbours. Aratus indeed was the firft 
that raifed the Achean ftatc to that pitch of power and glory 
to which it arrived. But the fuccefs of his enterprizes was 
not fo much owing to his courage and intrepidity, as to his 
prudence and politics. As he depended on the friendfhip of 

foreign 
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foreign princes and their powerful fuccours, he neglefled the 
military difcipline at home. But the inftant Philopcemen waa 
created praetor or commander in chief, as he was a great 
captain, he rouzed the courage of his countrymen, in order 
to put them in a condition to defend themfelves without th* 
afliftance of, or dependence on, foreign princes. With this 
view he made great improvements in the difcipline, changing 
the manner of their exercife, and likewife their arms, which 
were both very defe&ive. He had thus for the fpace of eighp 
months exercifed his troops every day, making them perform 
all the military motions and evolutions, and accuftoming them 
to manage with dexterity their new arms, when news was 
brought him, that Machanidas was advancing at the head of a 
numerous army to invade Achaia* He was glad of this op- 
portunity to try how the troops had profited by his difcipline, 
and accordingly taking the field j met the enemy in the ter- 
ritories of Mantinea. Machanidas had brought into the field * &fi*H 
a vaft quantity of military engines to gall the Acheans during Macha- 
the engagement, and difprder their ranks. To prevent this jJ^jT" 
danger, Philopcemen ordered his light-armed troops to advance g** ^ 
a great way before the reft of the army, which Machanidas Q f 
obferving, thought proper to fend his light-armed foot to make t jj C fi ooc £ 
head againft them and^bferve their motions. Thus the bat- 2793. 
tie began, and each general fending new fupplies, the mer- Before 
cenary foot came to a clofe engagement, being fo far ad- Chrift 
vanced before the main bodies of their refpeftive armies, that 206. 
they could know only by the duft they raifed which party ad- 
vanced, and which gave ground. By this means the engines, 
which Machanidas chiefly relied upon, were hindered from 
doing execution by the interpofition of his own men. The 
firft onfet was very furious, and the fuccefs a long time doubt- 
ful ; but at laft the mercenaries in the tyrant's army prevail- 
ed, their numbers and the /kill they had acquired, by being 
fo long inured to a military life, giving them the fuperiority. 
The Illyriam in Philopcemen'* army being but lately come, 
and not yet well exercifed in the ufe of ttoeir arms, could not 
withftand fo furious an onfet, and were therefore intirely 
broke, and obliged to fave themfelves with the utmofl preci- 
pitation under the walls of Mantinea, about a mile from the 
field of battle. Philopcemen was fo far from being difcou- 
raged at the ill fuccefs of the firft attack, that turning to thofe 
who were about him, The flight of our mercenaries, faid he, 
will give us a complete viclory. Heobfervcd, that Machani- 
das, in (lead of making ufe of this difadvantage,and falling that 
inftant on the main body, fuffered himfelf to be hurried away 

by the fire and impctuolity of his iuldiirrs, in purfuit of thofe 

who 
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who were flying. He was no fooner out of fight, but Pbih- 
pcemen advanced againft the Lacedemonians that were drawn 
up before him. The two armies were parted by a ditch, dry 
at that time, and therefore eafiiy pa/Table, efpecially by the 
foot. The Lacedemonians, elated with the fuccefs of their 
mercenaries, and defpifing the Acheans, ventured over the 
ditch to meet them; but as that put them into fome diforder, 
PhiUpazmen, taking advantage of their confufion, charged 
them with fuch vigour, that they were drove into the ditch a- 
gain ; which fo disordered their ranks, that not being able to 
make head againft the Acbeans, who purfued them clofe and 
in good order, they betook themfelves to flight. Philopcemen, 
who knew better how to ufe his viclory than Machanidas had 
done, fuffered only part of his army to purfue the flying ene- 
my ; a ftrong body he kept with himfelf to guard a bridge 
that lay over the ditch, knowing that Machanidas muft re- 
turn that way. Accordingly on his return he made dire&ly 
to the bridge, but was greatly difpirited when he found that 
the enemies were mafters of it, and his own army driven out 
of the field. However, with a ftrong body of horfe he at- 
tempted to make his way through* and join the reft of his ar- 
my ; but he met with fo warm a reception from Pbilopce- 
men, that his horfe were at the firft onfet put to the rout. 
Philopa- Machanidas himfelf, attended only by two horfemen, rode 
men kills along the ditch, looking for a convenient place to get over. 
Machani- He was eafiiy known by his purple mantle and the coftly trap- 
das, pings of his horfe. Philopoemen, therefore, appointing an- 
other to command at the bridge in his room, followed Ma~ 
chanidas at a fmall diftance, waiting till he fhould attempt to 
crofs the ditch, which he no fooner did, than Philopcemen 
fpurring on his horfe attacked him in the ditch, and there flew 
him with his own hand. His head he ftruck off, and carried 
it from rank to rank to encourage his vi&orious Acheans^ who 
continued the purfuit with great flaughter and incredible ar- 
dor to the city of Teg&a, which they entered together with 
the fugitives. The Lacedemonians loft on this occafion above 
eight thoufand men, of which four thoufand were killed on 
the fpot, and as many taken prifoners. The lofs of the Ache- 
ans was very inconfiderable, and thofe that fell were moftly 
mercenaries w . 

The Acheans, to perpetuate the memory of this victory, 
which was entirely owing to the conduit of their general, caft 
a brazen ftatuc, rcprefcnting Philopcemen in the fame attitude 
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in which he killed the tyrant, and placed it in the temple of 
Apollo at Delphos. 

This victory over the Lacedemonians , and the many ad- A general 
vantages gained by Philip over the Mtolians, inclined the peace con- 
Mtolian fadtion to fue for a peace in good earneft. King eluded. 
Attalus was returned home to defend his own kingdom, a- Year of 
gainft Pruftas king of Bithynia, who had invaded it. The the Flood 
Romans had fo much bufmefs on their hands at home, AJdru- 2 79 ?- 
bal being ready to enter Italy and join his brother, that they "%f°J? 
concerned themfelves very little with the affairs of Greece, m 
leaving their friends there to fhift for themfelves. The Mto- f °^ 
Hans therefore, finding themfelves thus deferted by their moft 
powerful allies, concluded a peace with Philip and the Ache- 
am upon very difadvantageous conditions. Scarce was the 
peace agreed on when P. Sempronius the proconful arrived 
with ten thoufand foot, a thoufand horfe, and thirty five gal- 
lies, to fuccour the Mtolians. When he heard how affairs 
went in Greece, he was very much offended at the JfLtolians* 
for concluding a peace without the confent of the Roman fe- 
nate, contrary to the exprefs words of the treaty. However, 
he was eafily prevailed upon to come into their meafures, and 
in the name of his republic ftrike up a peace with Philip and 
his allies. For the year following it was agreed, by the me- 
diation of the Epirots and Acarnanians, thaE the Romans and 
Philip fhould be included in the treaty, and thenceforth live 
in amity. Philip caufed the king of Bithynia, the Acheans % 
the Boeotians, the Thejfalians, Acarnanians, and Epirots, to 
be included in the treaty ; the Romans on their fide named 
king Attalus, Pleuratus a petty prince of Illyricwn, Nabis ty- 
rant of Sparta, the people of Elis, the Mejfeniam, and the 
Athenians. This peace was very acceptable to both parries ; 
to Philip, that he might have leifure to fettle the affairs of 
his own kingdom ; to the Romans, that they might carry on 
the war againft the Carthaginians with more vigour *. 
The peace thus concluded was not of long continuance. 



Philip having fettled his affairs at home, and finding that the 
fortune of the Carthaginians his friends in the weft declined 
apace, began to ftudy how he might enlarge his dominions in 
the caff. Accordingly he invaded at the fame time the Rho- 
dians, the Athenians, and king Attalus, contrary to the late 
treaty of peace. Whereupon war was declared againft him 
by the Romans, and Sulpitius the conful appointed to carry it The Ache- 
on. The Acheans and Lacedemonians joined with Philip ; an join 

Philip a. 
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the former he gained over to his intereft by reftoring to them 
the cities of Orchomenus, Heraa, and Triphylia, which he 
had formerly appropriated to himfelf. He likewife put the 
Megalopolitans in poffeffion of the city of Aliphera, to which 
they laid claim, and by thefe means kept them for fome time 
in his alliance r . The Romans watched all opportunities of 
engaging fo powerful a people in their intereft, and at laft 
found a very favourable one. When the Roman conful Sul- 
pitius arrived firft in Greece, one Cycliades was praetor of the 
Acheans, a man entirely devoted to the Macedonian party, 
being fupported in his tyrannical government by the protec- 
tion of Philip. The Acheans, fufpedting that he aimed at an 
abfolute power, and was concerting meafures with the Ma* 
cedonians to bring their republic under fubje&ion, as Nobis 
had lately done at Sparta, expelled him, and put the govern-* 
ment into the hands of Arijienes y who, on all occafions, had 
given fignal proofs of his affe&ion to the Romans. This op- 
portunity the conful laid hold of to bring Acbaia into an al- 
liance with Rome, but left the execution of the defign to his 
7he Ache- brother ^uinQins, who immediately lent a deputation to the 
zns foli- Acheans, offering to put them in poffeffion of Corinth which 
died h had formerly belonged to them, if they joined with the Ro~ 
Quindlius mans. This was a powerful attractive. However, as Phi* 
to declare Up had done them many important fervices, they were un- 
Jor the willing to difoblige him. Belides, they were under no fmall 
.Romans, apprehenfion of Nabis tyrant of Lacedtmon, who had openly 

declared for Philip. At the fame time they were afraid of 
the Romans, who feemed to be an over-match for the Mace- 
donians. Thefe were the difpofitions of the Acheans, when 
they a/Tern bled at Si cyan to hear the Roman ambaflktors, who 
came attended with deputies from king Attalus, the Rhodi- 
ans, and the Athenians, on purpofe to difpel their fears, and 
make the ftrongeft impreffions on the minds of fo wary a peo- 
ple. Philip likewife fent an ambaflador to the aflembly, nam- 
ed Cleomedon, whofe intrigues the R$7nans had reafon to fear, 
he being a man of great intereft in Acbaia. The ambafla- 
dors being introduced, L. Calpurnius, who fpoke for the Ro- 
mans, was firft heard ; after him the deputies from Attalus 
and the Rhodians ; and then Cleomedon. What the latter 
faid was heard with great attention ; but the Athenians, who 
fpoke the laft, effaced in a great meafure the prejudices which 
CL'omcdon had raifed. All thefe different fpeeches divided the 



Acheans more than ever ; infomuch, that they broke up the 
feffion, wlrVh had lafted the whole day, without coming to 
any rcfolution. 

* Li y . 1. xxxli. n. ^. 
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The next day the aflembly met again, the deputies only 
of the Achcan cities being admitted to give their opinions, 
and come to fome final refolution. An herald, as was the 
cuftom, invited thofe to fpealc who had a right of voting ; 
but they all continued in a deep filence, gazing at one ano- 
ther, and not daring to pronounce in fo perplexed an affair. 
At laft Arijlenesy prefident of the aflembly, broke filence, 
and addreflid the deputies in this manner : What is become 
of that warmth and vigour, with which you ufed to difpute at 
your banquets, fome times contending for Philip again ft the 
Romans 1 and fome times for the Remans again ft Philip ? You 
were then decifive, and now in an aflembly fummoned for 
no other purpofe, after hearing the fpeeches and reafons on 
both fides, you are mute. If the love of your country can- 
not extort a word from you, will not your inclination for 
one or the other party loofe your tongues ? efpecially as you 
know that it will be too late to fpeak after the refolution 
fhall be once taken 2 . 

These reproaches, however reafonable and judicious, 
could not prevail with any of the members to give their 
opinion. There was an univerfal filence in the aflem- 
bly, till Arijhnes relumed the difcourfe, and in a long 
harangue reprefentcd to them the fituation of their af- 
fairs, urging the neceflity of their joining the Romans 3 
who, he faid, were in a condition to force them to the 
compliance which they had condefcended to requeft. But 
his difcourfe did not bring the Acheans to an agreement 
among themfelves. The difputes grew warm, fome applaud- 
ing what Arijhnes had faid, and others oppofing it with 
great violence. Even the demiurgi or heads of the de- 
puties were not unanimous. Five of the ten were for decree- 
ing an alliance with the Romans. The other five protefted 
againft it, declaring, that it was againft law to decree any 
thing in the aflembly with relation to their alliance with Phi- 
lip, And indeed that prince had caufed aclaufc to be inferted 
in his treaty with the Acheans to this effect, that the affair of 
his alliance mould no more be canvafled in the general aflem- 
bly. The aflembly was to fit but one day longer, and even 
this fhort time was fpent in warm difputes, the father dis- 
agreeing with the fon, and the deputies of one and the lame 
city being ready to fall upon one another. Mannon or Pel- 
hie was fteady for Philip ; and his father, whole name wan 
Rbinjius, no lefs fanguine for Rome. The lather conjured 
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him a long time not to oppofe the welfare of his country ; but 
{lading that his prayers did not avail, he openly protefted, 
that he would treat him as an enemy, and put him to death 
in cafe he did not yield to his opinion. Such menaces, ut- 
tered by a father, made fo deep an impreffion in the mind- of 
Memnon, that he immediately came over to the party of 
After long Rome. At laft the majority were for the Romans - 9 but before 
debates the the decree was pafled, the deputies of Dymce, and Megalopolis, 
Acheans and fome of the Argians withdrew from the aflembly ; which 
conclude no 0 nc took offence at, becaufc they had particular obliga- 
a/g alliance c ; ons t0 Philip. The deputies of the other cities followed 
with the the moft prudent advice, and immediately concluded an al- 
Roinans. jj ancc WJtn Aitalus and the Rhodians, but deferred the entire 

conclufion of that with the Romans, till the return of the 
ambailadurs they fent to Rome to obtain the ratification from 
the fenate a . 

Corinth Bvr in the mean time the Acheans lent afliftance to the 
b( fu<?-ed by Romans to reduce Corinth. The city was attacked on the 
the Ro- fide of Ccnchrca by ^uhiFltus, at the gate Sicyon by the 
nuns and Acheans i and en the fide of the port Lechecum by Attains. 
Ach;eans. They at fir ft cairied on the attack but very faintly, hoping 

that a quarrel would foon arife between the garifon and the 
inhabitants. But Androjihenes^ who commanded in the place 
for Philip, had gained the affection of the Corinthians, and 
being fupplied with a reinforcement of fifteen hundred men, 
and a great many Roman deferters, who expected no quar- 
ter if the city fhould be taken, he obliged the befiegers to 
drop the enterprize b. 

Tht fiegt They were no fooner retired than Philoc/es, one of king 
raifed. Philip's generals, marched his troops into the heart of Achaia, 

which had fo lately joined the Romans, and drew near the 
The Ma- c ity of Argos. He was not ignorant that the citizens ftill 
ccdonians re tained an affc&ion for the Macedonian party ; for they had 

, ver y ' ate l v given a fignal proof of it. It had long been a cuf- 
f\r^m t0m amon S t,ie d r gi a *s t0 invoke Jupiter, Apollo, and Htr- 
Ye-irof tV/ ^ ,J ' on ^ e ^ a y °f ^eir aflembly, and add to the names 
the F.ood °* ^ ]cic 8°^ s l ' iat °f f I ie king of Macedon. But after the 
2( sv, 7# Acherans had entered into an alliance with the Romans, the 
iUfoic herald, uho pronounced the form, thought it his duty to 
Clmll, <>'»it Philips name. This omiflion difplcafed tlie Argian^, 
ifj-. who loudly demanded that the king's name fhould be joined 

"to thofe of the tutelary pods of their country. Phi/ales 
therefore, depending on this affection for his mailer, ad- 
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vanced his troops near Argos, and in the night potted them 
on an eminence which overlooked the city. But the city 
was defended by a ftrong garifon, which the Achccans had 
placed there under the command of one Mnefidemus, who 
was greatly attached to the Roman intereft. To him there- 
fore Philocles fent a mefTenger, fummoning him to deliver up 
the city, which he could not defend againft the Macedonians 
wirhout, and the citizens within the walls, who were all of 
the fame mind, and determined to fhake off the Roman yoke. 
This fummons did not move the brave commander, who 
thought himfelf in a condition to with/land the menaces of 
the Macedonian, though his garifon confifted only of five 
hundred men. But he was not a little furprifed, when he 
faw all the citizens take up arms, and in a tumultuous man- 
ner command him to march out of the city. Mnefulemus 
well knew it was a rafh and fruitlefs attempt to oppofe the 
multitude with fuch an handful of men ; he had alio compaf- 
fion for the brave youth under his command ; and therefore 
having agreed that they fhould march out unmolcfied, con- 
tinued himfelf in the city with a fmall number of his friends 
and clients. Philocles, furprifed to fee the commander re- 
main in his port after the foldicrs were gone, fent to afk him, 
Why he continued in the city, and what he intended to do ? 
To which the brave /Ichtcan anfwered, To die in the place 
committed to my care; whereupon Philocles ordered his Thra- 
cians to difcharge their arrows at him, which they did ac- 
cordingly, and he fell dead upon his buckler. Thus, not- 
withftanding the alliance which the Achcvans had concluded 
with the Romans, Philip ftill poffefled two of their ftrongeft 
cities, Corinth and Argos*. 

It was of the utmoft importance for Philip to prcferve the Argos de 



city of Argos ; but the difficulty was how to continue matter IwercJ up 
of a place in the heart of Achaia, and at fo great a diftance to Nabk 
I ram his hereditary dominions. He therefore delivered it up 
to the famous Nails, who had ufurped the fovcrcignty of 
Lacedanoii, and was in a condition to defend it; the condi- 
tions upon which he delivered it were, that he mould po fliTs 
it as his own, if Philip loft his hie in the war, but rcttore 
it, \\ he were alive at the concluding of a peace. The tyrant 
willingly complied with tliele conditions, having nothing in 
view hut to plunder the place, and cmuh himfelf with the 
I loils of the unfortunate /Irvians, who, iorcfeein" what muft 
belal them, refilled to admit the Ljccdcwji.ian* w ithin their 
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walls. But Nah'tSj by the help of Philocles, was brought in- 
to the city in the night, and before the inhabitants were a- 
ware, had poiTefled himfelf of all the advantageous pofts, and 
caufed the gates to be fhut. Some of the chief magiltrates 
made their efcape in the tumult, and this the tyrant made 
life of as a pretence to begin his depredations. He confifcated 
the eftates of thole that had fled ; and then, knowing that no 
body was able to oppofe him, fet no bounds to his oppreffions. 
He commanded the inhabitants to biing him all their gold, 
filver, and jewels, putting to the rack, and treating like 
flaves, fuch as he fufpectcd to conceal any part of their riches. 
He afiembled the magiuratcs, and at their fir ft meeting noti- 
fied to them two decrees, which he obliged them to pals ; by 
the firft, he cancelled all old debts ; and by the fecond order- 
ed a new divifion to be made of the lands, whereof every ci- 
tizen fhould have an equal fharc. Thus he fet the rich againft 
the poor, and put the whole city in a flame d . 
Nabis Nobis was fenfible he could not keep Argos without a pow- 

joh/t the er f u i protection, and therefore forgetting on what conditions 
.Romans. j lc j ie jj ambafladors were fent to Flaminius and Attains 



inviting them to an interview. The proconful and Attains 



accepted of the invitation, without examining over-nicely 
into the injuftice and treachery of the tyrant, and a place 
near Argas was appointed for their conferences. In the in- 
terview Flaminius infiftcd upon two conditions \ firft, that 
Nabis fhould put an end to the war in Achaia ; and fecond ly, 
that he fhould furnifh the confederates with his contingent 
of troops to act againft Philip. The tyrant agreed to the 
fecond article, but would allow only a four months truce 
with the Acbcans. The treaty, however, was concluded, and 
Nabis, who was fo infamous for his cruelty and injuftice, 
joined in confederacy with the Romans, which reflected no 
ftnall difhonouron their general c . 

The Acheans continued fteadv in the Roman intereft dur- 
ing the whole courfe of this war, and their praetor Nicofl ra- 
ins fignalizcd himfelf on the following occafion. Philip 
had left one Audi ulihenes with a body of fix thoufand men in 
Corinth, to protect that city and dilln'crs from the infults 
ci the Ativans ^ and other (irrrls ol the Roman faction. An- 
drojlhairs, thinking it beneath him i<> he thus confined with- 
in the narrow bounds ol the (Jorintrir/'/ territory, marched 
ohi at die head ot his little ;.itnv, and over-uin great part of 
ju.'tiia. Nicfh atus the Ativan pnetor had but two thoufand 
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men under his command, and thefe were too few to oppofe 
the fuperior forces of the Macedonian, who advanced to the 
very walls of Sicyon, to infult the prsetor there in garifon. 
As Androjlhcnes was under no apprehenfion of being attacked 



by fo contemptible a foe, his troops were often uilperfed in 
fmall bodies, and his army fcarce ever in one place. This 
gave NicoQratus hopes of being able to furprife him. And 
accordingly he fent orders to the garifons of the neighbouring 
cities to appear at a general rendezvous, on a day appointed, 
at a little city called Apclanram in Argolis. Flis orders were The Mace* 
obeyed, and the praetor fet out from thence at the head of donians 
five thoufand feven hundred foot, and three hundred horfe. defeated by 
The horfe he detached to obfervc the enemies motions, and ^Ache- 
by them received advice, that they were encamped on the ans " 
river Nemea (N), between Corinth and Sicyon y and that the 
Macedonian, having divided his army into three bodies had 
detached one into the territory of Sicyw, another into that of 
Pellene (O), and the third towards Phl'rts (P). Upon this 
advice Nicojrratus placed his mercenaries in a fored, thruug* 
which the Macedonians were to pafs in their return to U:- 
rinfb ; while he led the reft in two bodies to attack Andry'l'ic- 
nes'm his camp. The Alacedn.iaus were greatly furpnlcJ 
when thev faw the Ache am making dire&lv to their camp. 
Androjlhcnes, ordering the trumpets to give the fignal for af- 
fembling the troops that were ftraggling about in the villages, 
drew up the fmall body he had with him on the banks of the 
river. But, the parties that were out not returning lbon 



\ 



enough to join him, he was eafily defeated. This advantage 
encouraged Nicoflratus to fall upon the Maccdu.iam that 
were laying walte the territory of Sic-yon; there few of them 
efcaped, being furrounded on all fides before thev knew that 
the enemy had taken the field. As lor rhofe w ho wci 
vaging the country about Pel laic and Pill us, the) were ei- 



e ra- 



(N) The river Nemea watered part of Pelo^ontt/fut, at- J dis- 
charged itfelf into the gulph ot Ciriutfj. It is now calld the 
harz'ta 

(O) Pellene, called by Stef ft /itw Pellim* \va . a rify nf // -V/V? 
P>nprin % and bordrred upon the territory (if ' in >•• \.n caiis 

it Ceteohn % and L< Xoir ^ivci i' the nam" o| Y.i .• •'• : '[ \\v i;i:ius 
now call it D/rtiof*!)//. It i.i about fixiv furlon-.' ili'Liii n>un 'i.e 
gnlph of C->;ntb. 

[V) This citv A/- 1 ; calK V^Jnf.us 7) W'c nvnl take roc iv: 
to confound it v. itn another b<\\nn ,r tiie lame n.imv in dr- '! ■!•* 
PbtiHi here froke of \va*; in .!eb.t. t r. 
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ther murdered by the inhabitants, or cut in pieces by the 
.mercenaries, who lay concealed in the foreft. This a&ion 
freed Achaia from all fear of the Macedonians, and doubled 
Philip's concern, who heard of it a few days after the great 
overthrow which he received in the plain of Cynocephala i. 

These repeated lofles obliged Philip at length to accept 
of a peace, on fuch conditions as Rome and her allies were 
A pence pleafed to impofe. The main article relating to Greece was, 
"S'phl that Philip fhould evacuate all the places he poffefled in 
J y e v Greece, and withdraw his garifons before the celebration of 
of the tne lftb mian games ( QJ, Purfuant to this article ten corn- 
Flood miffioners were fent from Rome, to fettle the affairs of 
2803. Greece, and rcftorc each city to the full enjoyment of its for- 
Before mcr rights and privileges. All Greece received the news of 
Chrifti96. this peace with the greatcft tranfports of joy. The* /Ft alia n> 

alone were difcontented, and inveighed bitterlv againlt the 
Romans, becaufe among the cities that were to be fet at li- 
berty, no mention was made of Corinth, Chalcis, Oreos, E- 
retria, and Dcmetrias, which were all in the hands of the 
Romans. The /Etolians fufpected, that Rome defigned to ap- 
propriate them to herfeJf, in which cafe Greece, laid they, 
would indeed change its matters, but not its condition. 7 he 
fufpicion of the ^Etolians was nut ill grounded ; for the ten 
commiffioners, purfuant to rhe inftrudtion of the fenate, had 
omitred the names of thefe cities with a defign to keep them, 
aj they were the keys of Greece, and thereby prevent An- 
ticchus from entering that country. But the proconful pre- 
vailed with them to extend the decree to all the cities in 




Greece, not one excepted. By this means the Acheans 
put in poiTeffion of Corinth. Neverthelefs, it was refolved in 
the council of the ten com miffi oners, that the citadel of Co- 
1 :V;/A, and the two cities of Demctrias and Chalcis, mould be 
held by the Romans, as long as they were under any appre- 
liLiilioiis of a war with Anfiochus''. 

And now, 1 hi- time of the I/ihmian games drawing near, 
the expectation of what was to be tranfaetcd there kept eve- 

( L n . ibki. r Lrv {. ,v;:<i;i. c. 30, 35. Po l v n . excerp. 

Lj^ai. p. 7;^.Sjt. I*j.ur. jii i'lum. 

( f ^L ^ n i'' ' /,!US °f CLtht:!. hrr.'- n *mc. were annually cc 
\e Mtcil, and riii-ivc c:'l!cd If!/. .<;:.. in. 'J :.cy ,:rc laid ro have berc. 
i-'lituictl l»\ it" «•■/{ in honour ot A, />.'/./«• 'i iic molt fkilful athie 

■ 

ir hi Ctvt',-,' car..r :!.;■!. it : u:.l:ii:c pri/e in running, leaping, 
un-ili;r^, '1 J.;.- v.... ui.z o: i: e i.v.l t; -m earns affcmt'i'ics o« 
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ry body in fufpenfe. The decree of the Roman comrniffion- The 
ers was not yet divulged, and the future fate of Greece was Greeks 
the topic of all converfations. Some, but very few, hoped declared 
well ; moft of that numerous aflembly could not be perfuad-/ w h 
ed, that the Romans would part with the cities they had Ro mans * 



taken. The multitude were in this uncertainty, when the 
appointed day came for beginning the games. The proconfui 
Flaminius, attended by the ten com mifli oners, took his 
place; filence was proclaimed by found of trumpet; and the 
herald advanced into the middle of the arena, as it were to 
pronounce the ufual form of words; but the Greeks, to their 
great furprize, heard him pronounce the following words : 
The fenatc and people of Rome, and Quin&ius Flaminius pro- 
con fit I, after having overcome Philip, and quieted Macedon, 
declare the Corinthians, the Phocians, the Locri, all the Eu- 
hceans in the if and, the Magncfians, the Theffalians, the 
Perrhcebi, the Achreans, and Phthiotes, free from all kind of 
fervitiide. All thefc nations Jhall live in an independent flate y 
and he governed only by their own laws. In this vaft affembly 
all had not heard equally the voice of the herald, by reafon 
of the noife and confuiion which immediately arofe. Such 
as were at a greater di (ranee left their places to afk thofe who 
were nearer what thev had heard. At !aft there was an uni- 
verfal outcry from all corners of the lladium, demanding that 
the herald fhould repeat the proclamation. Then the trum- 
pet founded again, and the herald, with a more diftindt and 
loud voice, proclaimed liberty to all the Greeks without ex- 
ception. He was heard with the moft profound filence, and 
not a fingle word of the decree was loft. And now, being 
fully affured of their happinefs, they expreffed their fatisfac- 
tion with fuch tranfports of joy as arc not to be conceived or 
imagined (R). They all crouded round Flaminius, calling 
him the deliverer of Greece, and prefiu^ to kifs hi* hand. 
The croud was fo great, and they threw fo many crowns and 
garlands upon him, that he would have run the hazard of be- 
ing (rifled, had not the vigour of bis :i<r.« !vin^ then in hr; 
thirty third year, and (hat jov which fo «:!orions a C\\\\ railed 
in his hrealt, enabled him to undc^n f > \\\\\it a Jaugue. At 
Lngth the games Ivj:in, but the ip^tatorj couid look at no- 

(R) Plutarch t-/h ti<;, that 1 1 . e air was put into ; a violent 
nitration by t lie acclamations and lhoars of fo sunnrrous a bodv of 
people, that ibtne ciows which were jc*. Jlmm'Iv !<yin£ oi'cr the af- 
Uju\)\y t jell down in eh. 1 arena (<)\ 
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thing but the protcdior and reftorer of their liberties, admir- 
ing the diiintereltcdnefs of the Romans in general, and the 
conduct of the proconful in particular But after all, Rome 
found her account in thefe adts of generofity j for they gain- 
ed her the hearts of the Greek nation, and by that means in- 
crcafed her power without enlarging her dominions. 
Demetri* After this the proconful, to complete the work, con- 
as, Chal- vened a general aiiembly at Corinth, and there declared, that 
cis, ami he would evacuate Demetrhis, Chaleis, and jfcro-Corintb, 
Acro-Co- which he did accordingly, and then began to prepare for his 
rinth eva~ journey to Rome. The Greeks, wi:h tears in their eyes, af- 
citated by fjjgj him, that they fhoulJ ever retain a grateful remem- 
the Ro- h rancc 0 f f 0 gracious a protector ; and to give him before his 
inans ' departure fome pledge of their affedtion, they fought for all 

the Romans that were reduced to flavery on the coafts of 
Greece, and delivered them up to him. They amounted to 
twelve thoufand in number, the greateft part of them hav- 
ing been taken by H:\nn\hal in Italy, and fold to the Greeks. 
The Aeheans alone bore the charge of their redemption, 
which came to a hundred talents. With this attendance the 
proconful, after having withdrawn the Roman forces from 
Acrs-Corinth, Demetrius, and Chalets, embarked at Orieum 
on his return to Italy, leaving Greece to enjoy the happinefs 
which he had procured it'. 
Nabis left The only thing that reflected fome diftionour on Flamlm- 
tnfojfejjionus, and ftained his reputation was, his leaving the ufurper Na- 
Sparta, his in pofleffion of Laccclemon, without ever once mentionin 

in the treaty of peace the unhappy Agrfipolis, who was the 
lawful heir, and had fought during the war under the Roman 
ftandards. Plutarch accounts for this ftrange proceeding, and 
tells us, that Flamlnius propofed only fuch conditions as he 
hoped the tyrant would not reject, being impatient to return 
to Rome, becaufe the reputation of Philopwmen began to e- 
clipfe his. They were both in the fame camp and in the fame 
confederacy, and the foldiers in their difcourfes often compa- 
red them together, always preferring the Greek general to 
the Roman. They imputed the proconfulS Kucefies to 
the bravery and intrepidity of hi> legion^ ; but unanimoully 
agreed, that P!:i! j parte n\ vkloiies u r i e entirely owing to 
himiel}. And truly, f.i \ s * *n r am!:. :, v * one muleriiood bet- 
i'T than Phlhptt i.u ". how t-i t.p an .i:iuy, ui/.e advanra- 
p.'Oii'i polls, ("nil the dilpoie :o->. ot n.«« troo; 1 , to the ground, 
oid- r c\ vjIuiioiV' .it a jiropi: : make :\\ attack, fealonablv, 

il V> r ■ i-: ! ' i i \ . . C. i . 1 } L I T A R c i{ . 
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or judge of the critical time for a retreat k. Flaminius on 
the other fide, though inferior to the Achaan in the art of 
commanding armies, yet far furpaffed him in all other virtues 
and qualifications. Neverthelefs he was very uneafy to fee 
himfelf furpaffed by a Greeks in that character which molt 
dazzles the eyes of the multitude \ and this made him fo zea- 
lous for putting an end to the war, contrary to the opinion of 
the molt judicious among the Greeks, who were for purfuing 
Nabis to the laft extremities, knowing that Greece would 
never enjoy a lafting peace, fo long as Nabis enjoyed the crown 

of Lacedemon. 

What they forefaw was foon brought to pafs : For, not 
long after the departure of the Romans, Nabis began to raife 
infurredtions in the maritime cities, which he had been oblig- 
ed to give up by the treaty of peace. As they were garifoned 
by the Achaans, he attempted to drive them out, and even 
laid fiege to Gythium, an important maritime city, which 
Flaminius had taken from him. Thefe hoftilities obliged the 
Achaans to have recourfe to the Romans, who fent the great 
Flaminius again into Greece to enquire into the ftate of affairs 
on the fpot. At his arrival he found Nabis yet engaged in the 
liege of Gythium, and the Ach&ans affembled at their general 
diet whichl was held at Sicyon : They had immediately recourfe 
to him and^defired his advice. The affembly were for taking 
up arms immediately and invading the Lacedemonian territories ; 
but Flaminius advifed them to wait till the Roman fleet arrived, 
which the praetor Bcebius was ordered to bring to their aflift- 
mice. Neverthelefs the affembly was ftill in fufpence what ™'^cha? 
part toa£t, and the leading men were divided among themfelves ; ans e:(a, f 
fome were for following the advice of Flaminius* others for . n xr 
falling on the Lacedemonians without lofs of time ; they onl\ ^ trrart 
waited for the decifion of Philopcsmen, who was then pnrtor Q p tfparta 
and prefided in the affembly. But that prudent general was y ear of 
not in hafte to give his opinion : // is a wife inftitution of cun, the Mood 
laid he, that our prators Jhall not deliver their opinions when 2 80S. 
the ajfemblies are deliberating about zvar. It is your bit fine fs Before 
to determine what to do, and mine to execute your orders 5 and Chrilfc 
/ will take all pojfible care that you fl>all not repent of your choice^ 1 9 1 • 
•whether it be for war or peace. Thefe words inclined the af- i-/VNj 
fembly more powerfully to a war, than if he had openly dec-hi- 
red for it ; and a decree was iffucd, ordering troops to be le- 
vied without delay, and leaving the whole management of 
the war to Philopccmen 1 

k Plut. in Flamin. & Philoparm. 1 Plut. in Philop. 

Li v. lib. xxxv. c. 1 5. 
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The brave Achaan, being invefted with this power, was 
at firft in doubt what to do $ on one hand he thought it would 
be of great advantage to wait till the arrival of the Roman 
fleet, according to the advice of Flaminius ; on the other fide 
he judged it might be dangerous to fuffer Nabis to purfue the 
fiege of Gythium, and expofe the Achaan garifon to the rage 
of the tyrant. He therefore took a middle way, which was 
to get ready the Achaan fliips with a defign to give the befieg- 
ed fome relief, and fufpend the attacks of the enemy, at leaft 
towards the fea. But this defign required a man of fome ex- 
perience in maritime affairs; whereas Pbilopasmen, tho* not 
inferior to any laud-officer whatfoever, had never been on 
board a fhip, but in order to go over to Crete as a paflenger. 
Philopce* However, he took upon him the command of the Achaan &ect> 
men de- imagining that he Ihould be as fuccefsful by fea as he had been 
fcatedbj by land. But he found to his coft, how ufeful experience is 
f ea * on all occafions ; for Nabis, who had fitted out a few /hips 

filled with rowers and foldiers ufed to fea-fights, fell upon 
him, and at the very firft onfet difperfed his fleet, took fome 
of his fliips, and funk others. Pbilopcemen himfelf was very 
near being taken, but, as he had the caution to go on board 
a light veflcl before the engagement, he made his efcape, 
and, though purfued clofe by the enemy, got fafe into the 
port of Pair a 

Be gains a The fiiame of this ill-concerted expedition did not difcou- 
complete rage the brave Pbilop&me/z, but only made him a£t with grea- 
vitforyo- ter caution and prudence for the future. Nabis, elated with 
<ver Nabis this advantage, thought that no more attempts would be made 
hyland. to throw any fuccours into Gythium, and therefore turning the 

fiege into a blockade, left only the third part of his forces 
before the place, and with the reft guarded the paffes through 
which fuccours might be brought to the befieged city, efpe- 
cially a port called Phi*. In this camp Phihpaemen refolvcd 
to attack the Lacedemonians \ and accordingly having gathered 
together. fome boats, and manned them with Achaans, he or- 
dered them to advance towards Pleia, while he himfelf march- 
ed along the fhore to the fame place. Both the boats and 
Philopocmen with his army arrived at Pleia in the dead of the 
night, and found the enemy faft afleep without any watch, as 
thinking themfelves in a fecure place. Upon the firft fignal 
firebrands and burning matter were thrown from the boats, 
and the Achaan general at the fame time furrounded the camp 
to fall on tbofe who made their efcape. As the Lacedemonians 
were not funiiihed with tents, they had made barracks of branches 



"Pjlut. & J-iv. ibid. 



Chap, 20. The Hiftory of Achaia. 

of trees, which taking fire obliged them to fly in great confu- 
fion. But fuch as efcaped the flames were cut in pieces by the 
Achaans, who had feized on all the pafles ; fo that very few 
got fafe to the camp before Gythium. Pbilopcemen having 
thus retrieved his reputation, which had been fomeWhSi lef- 
fened by his maritime expedition, aflembled tks Achaa?is, in 
order to confult with them about the meafures he fliculd take 

l 

for the relief of Gythium. It was refolved in the aflembly, 
that he fliould advance to Lacedemon, as if he defigned to lay 
fiege to that city. This, they thought, would be the onty 
means to make a powerful diverfion, and force Nabis to raife 
the fiege. Cut, in the mean time, the attacks being carried 
on with great vigour, the place was taken the very day that 
the Achaan army appeared before Lacedemon . Nabis there- 
fore, without lofs of time, haftened to Lacedemon, and found 
the Aches am marching through a narrow pals, their feveral 
bodies being at a confiderable diftance from each other. Phi- 
lopcemen was not a little furprifed at the fudden appearance of 
the enemy, and the narrownefs of the place doubled his con- 
cern. However, without (hewing any uneafinefs, he drew 
up his men in the moft artful manner poflible. He ported his 
Achaans in the firft line, and behind them the Cretan auxili- 
aries. His cavalry he drew up by the fide of a brook for the 
convenience of watering their horfes. He placed his baggage 
on the top of a rock with a detachment to guard it. In this 
difpofition he waited till the enemy came up, without fearing 
the confequences of an engagement. In the mean time night 
drew on, and both armies remained in the fame pofture. 
Pbilopcemen in the night-time pofted a ftrong body of his beft 
troops in a valley, ordering his horfe to retire till they drew 
the enemy into the ambufcade he had laid for them. Early next 
morning the a&ion began, and the horfe engaged firft ; the 
Achaan cavalry was commanded by Lycortas, the father of 
Polybius the hiftorian. At firft the difpute was warm, and 
rhe advantage equal. But Lycortas, according to the orders 
he had received, in the heat of the engagement began to give 
ground, and, retiring in good order, drew the enemy into 
rhe ambufcade ; and then facing about attacked them in front, 
while the troops that lay concealed flanked them with incredi- 
ble fury. The vi&ory was then no more doubtful ; the La- 
cedemonian cavalry betook themfclves to a precipitous flight, 
and moft of them would have been cut in pieces, had not the 
Achaan general, who was more afraid of the narrow roads 
'ban of the enemy, founded a retreat. Nabis, fufpeiting 
' \r P 'Ucpo'men defigned to feizc the pafles leading to Laccde- 
' :. x:v\ i!u* r eby ci f off his retreat, marched off with part of 
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his troops to prevent him. This report Philopasmen had cau- 
fed to be fpread in the Lacedemonian camp, by one -of his own 
men who fled thither as a deferter ; and accordingly took his 
advantage cf it. For Nobis was no fooner gone, but he at- 
tacked his Con- in-law Pythagoras, who was left to guard the 
camp, and forcing the trenches pofTcfTed himfelf of the bag- 
gage and warlike engines. He lefc a detachment in the ene- 
mies camp, and with the reft of the army purfued the fugitives 
with great (laughter. The Lacede?nonians being now entire- 
ly difperfed, he divided his army into a great many fmaU bo- 
dies, ordering them to lie concealed on the roads that led to 
the gates of Lacedemn^ being well appiifed, that by the favour 
of the night fuch as were rambling in the woods would attempt 
to enter the city. His defign fucceeded, and the Lacedemoni- 
ans were either cut in pieces or taken prifoners, as they were 
in the dead of the night making towards the city. Thus the 
tyrant loft the flower of his troops, and Philopcvmen, after 
having laid wafte great part .of Laconia, returned home load- 
ed with fpoilsand glory n . 
Sparta But what moft of all raifed (he fame and reputation of 
joined to Philopcemen was, his jV-ining the powerful city of Lacedemon 
the Acha> to the Achaan commonwealth, by which means the Achcsans 
an league, came to eclipfc all the other ftates of Greece. This memora- 
Year of ble event wo have related at length in the foregoing chapter, 
the Flood and therefore thai! only add here one circum^ance, which in 
zSoS. j n our 0 p; n i on reflects greater luflrc on Philopcemen than all 
rf° V fr ^ s warlike exploits. The Lacedemonians^ overjoyed to fee 
lri * themfelves delivered from the oppreffisms they had long groaned 
i v^VNJ l i"der, ordered the palace and furniture" of Nabis to be fold, 

and the fum accruing from thence, to the amount of a hun- 
dred and twenty talents, to be prcfentcd to Philopcemen as a 
token of their gratitude. Deputies therefore were to be ap- 

^wi-f*' P° iil!:L ^' fliould carr y money, and defire Philopcemen 
Vlvlo « m C ' )0 JUlillc °^ c ' lc k natc t0 accept of the prefent. And on 
meit'tt'if' ^ occ.iilr»n it was, lavs Plutarch, that the virtue of the ge- 
into'ejled- ncrous Achaean appeared in its greatcft luftrc ; for fo great 
n sfs. XK "** the opinion which the Spartans had of his probity and dif- 

imerJLvlncfs, tint no one could be found who would take 
i 1 pun Wnn to oiler the prefent. Struck with veneration and 
tuir of difob'iging him, they all begged to be excufed. At 
hill they obliged by a public decree one Timolaus* who had for- 
me; I 1 / been his gucfl, to go to Megalopolis, where Philopcv- 
p/.oi lived, and oiler him the prefent. Tnnolaus with great 
rehicLnec let out for Megalopolis, where he was kindly re- 
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ceived and entertained by Philopccmen* Here he had an op- 
portunity of obferving the feverity of his whole conduit, the 
greatnefs of his mind, the frugality of his life, and the regu- 
larity of his manners, which frruck him with fuch awe, that 
he did not dare once to mention the prefent he was come to 
offer him ; infomuch, that, giving fome other pretence to his 
journey, he returned home with the prefent. The Lacedemoni- 
ans fent him again, but he could no more prevail upon himfclf 
now, than the firft time, to mention the true caufe of his 
journey. At Jaft going a third time, he ventured with the 
utmoft relu&ance to acquaint Philopaemen with the offer he 
had to make to him in the name of the Lacedemovians. Phi- 
lopoemen heard him with great calmnefe ; hut the inftant he 
had done fpeaking he fet out with him to Sparta , where, after 
expreffing the greateft obligations to the Spartans, lie advifed 
them to lay out their money in corrupting and purcbafing the 
wicked, and fuch as divided the citizens, and fet them at va- 
riance with their feditious difcourfes, to the end that, being 
paid for their filence, they might not occafion fo many diftrac- 
tions in the government. For it is much more advifeable, 
laid he, to ftop an enemy's mouth than a friend's ; as for mc, 
I fhail always be'your friend, and you fhall reap the benefit of 
my friendfhip without expence °. Such was the difinterefted- 
nefs of this brave Acheean. 

The Acbaan republic was now become formidable ; the 
addition of Lacedemon had greatly incrcafed its power; hut, 
at the fame time divifions ariiing among the confederate cities, 
the Romans began to let them know, that the republic of 
Acbaia was in fome degree fubje£t to that of Rone. Alejfcne 
and £/!sj two cities of Acbaia, had fided with Antiochus, and 
refufed to come to the Acbaan diet. "Whereupon Diophanet Meflene 
at that time przetor raifed fome troops, and advanced at the am/EIis 
head of them into the territories of the two rebellions cities, revolt 
laying wafle the country, in order to bring them to their duty. f''* m *bt 
1 he inhabitants had recourfe to Flamimus, who then refidcd Achaxwa. 
at Chalet V, protefting, that they had rather furrendcr them - 
f elves up to the Romans, than live fubjedt to the Jebccans. 
ria mini ns immediately left Chalets, and hailenino; to Afejerlo- 
polis fent orders from thence to Diophanes, enjoining him to 
dcfilt from hoftilicies and meet him at Megalopolis'. The prcrtor 
obeyed, and Flaminius, after l»a"in'r gently reproved him for 
diihirbing the peace, advifed him to difhand his troops, aliuring 
him at the fame time, that he would fettle the affrir of the 
M/ffenians and E leans to the latisfa&ionof the Acb.vans. Ac- 
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cordingly hefubje&ed them to the diet, and obliged theni to de- 
liver up the Achaan exiles they kept in their cities. This pro- 
ceeding of Flaminius was greatly applauded by the Achaans 9 
for the MeJJenians earneftJy entreated him to put a Roman 
garifon into the city, proteiting that they had rather be fubjeft 
to Rome than to Achaia. But Flaminius in fo doing had ano- 
ther point in view, which was to perfuade the Achaans to de- 
liver up to him the ifland of Zacyntbus (S) which they had 
lately purchafed. Diophanes could not by any means be pre- 
vailed upon to part with it ; whereupon Flaminius ordered 
the aifembly to be called, and there gave a fignal proof of his 
abilities, convincing the Ach&ans, that the parting with an 
ifland which they had lately purchafed would prove very ad- 
vantageous to their republic. The fpeech he made on this 
occafion is intirely accomodated to the genius of the Greeks. 
" I look on Achaia^ faid he, as a fort of tortoife which na- 
" turehath guarded with its fljell. If it thrufts out its head or 
•* fret ever fo little beyond its armour, it is in danger of be- 
" ing trod upon and hurt. The frontier cities, which fur- 
ic round you, Achaans, are your fhell and your natural de- 
** fence. But as to any acquifitions beyond the continent, 
tc thole are parts of your ftate which are expofed to infults, 
i6 and which vou cannot fecure without being at a greater 
cc charge than they are worth This fpeech, which was 
founded on good fenfe, convinced the Achasans^ that their 
new purchafe would prove rather prejudicial than ufeful to 
their republic, and therefore they all unanimoufly voted that 
it fhould be delivered up to the Romans 4. 
Knu dif- It was not long, ere new difputes arofe among the Achaans^ 
puus which gave the Romans z fair opportunity of exerting their 
among the authority even over their allies, and thofe very nations which 
AcJimim. t h C y had declared free. The general aflembly of the Achaans 

had been held time out of mind at Mgium\ but Philopcemen^ 
who was then praetor, thought fit to divide the honour and 
advantage?, which thofe afiemblies brought to the places where 
fhey were held, among all the cities of the Achaan league, 

4 Ltv. I. xxxvi.c. 32. 

f S) Zaff»tJ.>us,tiOw7,atite 9 is a pretty confiderable ifland in the Ionian 
fci. It is faid to be twenty five miles in length, twenty in breadth, 
and fixty in circuit. It had for a Jong time belonged to Philip of 
Mace don, who had given it up to Amynander king of the Athamanes. 
This prince made the famous Philip of Megalopolis governor of if, 
and he transferred it to Hieroeles of Sicily, who after the defeat of 



Antiochas at Tkermopyla fold it to the Achaans* 



and 
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and had named Argos for the place of the next diet. But the 
inhabitants of JEgium oppofed this regulation, and had re- 
courfe to M. Fulvius Nobilior, who, after having reduced 
the AZtolians and made himfelf matter of Cephalenia, refided 
in that ifland to decide, as he faid, fuch difputes as fhould a- 
rife between any of the Greek cities or republics. Thus, un- 
der the character of a peace-maker, he was in reality the fo- 
vereign of Greece^ and gave laws to the whole country. 
The ifland of Cepbalenia being now in the hands o£ the Ro~ 
mans, a way was open for the legions into Peloponnefus^ which 
was only divided from it by a final! arm of the fea about 
twenty-four miles over. Fulvius therefore, upon the firft 
notice of this difpute, crofled over into Peloponnefus, and the 
whole matter was referred to his determination. His inclina- 
tion indeed led him to favour the inhabitants of JEgium ; but 
feeing that the other party was far more numerous, he with- 
drew from the aflembly without declaring his opinion. It 
was enough for him that the difpute had been brought to his 
tribunal r . 

T H E quarrel that arofe between the Lacedemonians and 7^ Lace- 
Achaans was of more confequence. Flaminius had given all daemoni- 
the places on the coaft of Laconia to the Achaans^ who kept ans at- 
garifons in them, even after Lacedemon had acceded to the tempt to 
Acbaan league. This fome of the leading men among the withdraw 
Lacedemonians could not brook, and therefore, to deliver themfelves 
themfelves from thi's flavery, they attacked in the night a fmall-^™* the 
city on the coaft called 'Las (T), but were repulfed by the in- ^ chaeaa 
habitants and the Lacedemonian exiles, who there enjoyed y^'of 
quiet under the protection of Achaia. This attempt alarmed t j le pj 00 j 
the exiles, who brought their complaints to the council of the 2 g l0 
Achaans. Philopce?nen, who was an avowed friend and pro- Before 
te&or of the exiles, for they had been driven out for oppofing Chrift, 
the tyrant, was then praetor. He reprcfented to the aflembly 189. 
the attempt upon Las as an infult offered to all Achaia, and 
caufed a decree to be enabled, commanding the Lacedaemoni- 
ans to deliver up the authors of that enterprize on pain of be- 
ing treated as enemies. Ambafllidors werefent to Lacedemon 
to give them notice of this decree ; but this ferved only to 
exafperate the minds of a proud people. They immediately 
put to death thirty of thofe who were known to be in the 

r Li v. 1. xxxviii. c. 28—50. 

(T) Las was fituated on the Laconic gulph fouth of Sparta, on a 
ftony foil, and in a country full of rocks, whence it borrowed its 
name j tl*e word Act* fignifying in Greek a Jlone. 

Achwan 
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Achcean intereft, diiTolved their alliance with- Achaia, and fent 
ambafladors to Fulvius the proconful, entreating him to come 
and take poflcffion of their city. But thefe proceedings, and 
the powerful protection which they were imploring, did not 
deter Phihpccmen from declaring war againft Lacedemon. 
However, as the feafon was far advanced, the Acbaans con- 
tented themfelves with plundering part of the Lacedemonian 
territory, and haraffing the inhabitants with frequent incurli- 
ons. 

At the return of the fpring, both parties made preparati- 
ons for war, and hofh'Iities were carried fo far, that they forc- 
ed Fulvius to leave Ccphalenia and come into Peloponnefus* 
On his arrival he ordered an aiTembly to be convened at Elh y 
todifcufs the pretenfionsof Achaia over Lacedenwn. But, af- 
ter hearing both parties, he was fo perplexed that he could 
come to no determination. He did all that lay in his power 
to reconcile the contending parties, but they were too untrace- 
able to come to an accomodation. He therefore advifed 
them to fend arabafladors to Rome, and vvhiie the caufe was 
trying there to fufpend all hoitilities. They followed his ad- 
vice, and deputies were immediately difpatched to Rome. 



The Acbaans appointed two great men to plead their caufe, 
who were of a very different cha rafter. Thefe were Dlopha- 
nes, a man of moderation and of a tractable difpolitioji, and 
Lycovtas the father of Polyhlus, a man entirely addicted to 
Philopcc:nen. Diophancs referred the decifion of the caufe to 
the arbitration of the fenate. Lycortas maintained the decree 
of Philcpccmen, and urged, that it could not be rc\erfcd 
without making void the regulations of FUnninius, who had 
committed the care of the coaft to the .i:b*eans. The fenate was 
unwilling todifguft the Acbaans % but at the fame time thought 
the Lacedemonians worthy of compaflion. They returned 

therefore a dark and ambiguous anfwer, which each pmt\ 

interpreted in their own favour. The Achcuns pretended, 
that it cave them full power to inflict on the Lacedemonians 
the punh'hinent they deferved. Whereupon PbilGpoem*n, 
who was continued in his pneLorfliip, taking the field, march- 
ed to the very wall** of Lacedemon, and there fummoned 



the city to deliver up the authors of the attempt upon Las, 
promiUn^ that they fhould not be condemned without a fair 
trial. Upv/jj thici pi'omife ul! thofc, whom Phl/opa-men de- 
manded by mime, let out for die AJjxan camp, attended by 
tne chief citizens of Lacedemon, who looked upon their caufe 
as their own. Being arrived at the camp their malccontent 
countrymen crouded round them, and \\ ifh an infulting air 

began to ve;:i" ti*c :r\\.H injuriouf cxpnrihuns againft them. 

t Nay 
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Nay from words they came to blows, and the Ac b a an offi- 
cers had occafion to exert all their authority to appeafe the i^efa. 
tumult. As the Lacedemonian exiles continued complaining mon re j u . 
of their hard treatment, they engaged the Achaan foldiers in C ed by the 
their quarrel, and all on a fudden fell upon the Lacedemonians Achaeans. 
with fuch fury, that feven teen of them were killed upon the 
fpot. Seventy three were with the greateft difficulty refcued 
out of the hands of the enraged multitude. Philopcemen did 
not intend to pardon them, but was unwiiiing it fhould be faid 
that they had not been condemned without a trial. They 
were therefore the next morning produced before the multi- 
tude, who, without fcarce fuffering them toanfwer forthem- 
felves, condemned and executed them all. This fevcre pro- 
ceeding ft ruck all the Lacedemonians with fuch terror, that 
they fur rendered at discretion; and Pbilopcemen, whofe main 
point in view was to humble the Lacedemonians, treated them j{ ar j cov . 
as if their city had been taken by ftorm. He commanded ^r }071 - : m . 
them to demolifh their walls, difband all their mercenaries, p 0 r e j u p on 
drive out of their city all the flaves whom the tyrants had fct the city by 
at liberty, receive the exiles, and laftly renounce the laws of Phitop as. 
Lyctirgus 9 and for the future govern themfelves only by thofe men. 
of Achaia r . 

The Lacedemonians readily demolifhed their walls; for 
Lacedemon had long fubftftcd without an}' other defence but 
the bravery of its citizens. The recalling of the exiles was 
what they weremoft averfe to ; but Philopa-menand the Acha- 
ans were inexorable, and would by all means have the exiles 
re-inftated in their antient honours, from which they had been 
driven by the tyrants. But rhe mo ft fatal blow was the abolition 
of the laws of the wile Lycurgus^ which, fevere as they were, 
the Lacedemonians had obferved jor the fpace of feven hundred 
rears c . Such was the fate of one of the moil illuftrious ci- 
ties of Greece (U). 

r Liv. I. xxxviii. c. 3c — ;.}.. r Liv. ibid. 

(U N , Tin's cruel treatment of fo renowned a city as Sparta reflects 
no great honour on P'rV.cptcn.cn. Plutarch, uhojtutly ranks hi in 
among the gr enroll commanders of G/ene, feem< in a certain mar 
nor to palliate thi< afl'on, /i nee he could rot iuflify it. llisinliil 
i:i<r upon ihe re cllalimh'r.crt of the cwi'e wa* no way bl.mic. ^l/c ; 
for molt of them had been b.miP'.cd ov Mml'fwidtis. Lycutc/s, arid 
Xtiiis, for attempting to place on the i lucre s/y//ifo//i t to whom 
the kingdom of Sparta of ri-hc belonged. 15 ut all the other llrp^ 
Poi/oprrwen took on :1ns 0(L;.li<m b'-hawd a "rear ileal ol n-iiiiiM', 
and a r ven«jc!a) ti mrer, unki? ci,m - r.jt i.c fat tilled Inn l>) »i>c 
j tier dellruiMimi oi lib emetine". 
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7 he Lace- The Lacedemonians fent embafladors to Rome to complain 
deraoni- of this cruel treatment 5 and Lepidus, who was then conful, 
ans carry wr j t a J e ttcr to the Achtsan confederacy, acquainting them, 
their com- that the flnate did not at all approve of fuch inhuman pro- 
Rome t0 cecc ' In S s ■ Hereupon the Achaam immediately difpatched Ni- 

ccdiwus of Elis to Rome to juftify their conduit. Upon his 
return he acquainted his republic, that Rome was not pleafed 
with the fubverfion of the government of Sparta, with the 
demolition of the walls, and the putting todeath lb many of the 
inhabitants; but at the fame time did not annul the decree? 
which the aflcmhly had enacted. Rome had then affairs ol 
greater importance on her hands, and therefore put oft the 
difcuflion of this point to a more proper feafon u . 
Jbsfilend- The Achasan league was at this time in L^reat repute all over 
(hip of the the eaft, and the friend fhip of lb powerful a ftate courted by 
Achxans all the princes of Afia. Ptoiemy king of Egypt fent embal- 
courted by fadors to renew his antient alliance with the Acheeans y and to 
the princes offer the republic fix thoufand ftiieldsrmd two hundred talents. 
9j Aha. n ls Q fp cr was acce p te j 9 an j Lycmas with two others deputed 

to thank him for the prefent, and renew the alliance. King 
Eumenes alfo fent an embaflv for the fame purpofe, offering a 
hundred and twenty talents, the intereft of which ftiould be 
fettled on the members of the public council. Embafladors 
came likewife from Seleucus king of Syria, offering the repub- 
lic in the name of their fovercign ten (hips of war completely 
equipped, and defiring to have the antient treaty of alliance 
confirmed bv the aflemblw All thefe embafladors were heard 

* m * _ _ 

in the diet, and the alliance with Ptolemy and Seleucus re- 
newed ; but it was not judged expedient to accept at that junc- 
ture of the fhips which the latter offered. As for Eumenes, 
slpollonius of Sicyon exhorted in a long fpeech the Achaans, 
not only to reject the prefent that was offered by his amhaf- 
t'.:«!ors, bur to lock upon him as an enemy, fmce he attempt 
rdlob.'i.j the nii-nihci-j of tli.it vcneiablc aiiomblv ; which 

✓ J 

he vvn-.'i ' n^r h..w dwn.% if he had wt fnmcthing in view 
piiju.];. i. ! [<) tl.ur ttUw iutestll. ! li < In ^.u wa r , he.. rd with 
•oc it rjp^l.uifc, an I the rent win:; ol the 4iliiar.ee polrponcd til! 
v fa! I her eppo; 1 1 r : : ■ t \ " . 

' f Tut- k v ;/.w;o, hawi:- now «v-t the better of ;*.!! their cne- 

.:r, ( .r* m ; L .- [ n t ) ;j c rc }\ illlt J the i.ui'c ul ilic Z,.-u ( i' t 7/;;;/fV//;;, 
'/'' with .ivk!:.:n to humble the Ichtvii^, whole >■ 1 c.*t | owcr U- 
' ,r ' n ' "Mi to i.iile no (null! ieahmlv .it A! l Irte <.ou.nif/lioiu ; . 
were tl it. r e lere i anud, ol whiJi (.'/t/w;/; w.*?» Uic chin, 



■* P'O. *. '*. in !c • 1: c. 1. i\ * ; \ " \ ' Pol \ c. <'>^ 
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t o go firft into Macedonia? and from thence into Achaia, to 
examine matters on the fpot. Thefe having fettled the affairs 
of Macedon, purfuant to their commiffion, haftcned to Pelo- 
ponnefus. Arijlenes, who was then praetor, hearing of their 
arrival, aflembled all the chiefs of the republic at Argos, and 
invited Cacilius with his colleoues thither. Gcccilhis, beina; 



£3 



introduced to the council, began his fpeeeh by commendin 
the zeal of the Achaans for the welfare of their country, and 
extolling the wifdorn of their governors. He then added, 
that he could not forbear telJing them, that their behaviour 
towards the Lacedemonians hail been very much cenfured at 
Rome 5 and therefore he exhorted them to atone fome way or 
other for their imprudent conduct on that occafion. Arifte- 
MS) who ailed under- hand in concert with Ctccilius, did not 
make anv reply. Diophanes of Megalopolis, who was a pr< - 
felled enemy to Philopaomen, made other complaints againft 
him; but took no notice of his proceedings at Lace 'demon. 
Upon this Phil ope? men, Lycortas, and Archon fpoke in their 
turns, and their fpeeches in defence of the late proceedings at 
Sparta made fuch an impreflion on the council, that when 
Cacilius withdrew they came to a refolution, that nothing 
fhould be altered in the decrees that had been ena&ed, and that 
this anfwer fhould be given to the Roman commiffioners. 
When Cacilius heard It, he defired rhat the general affembly 
might Lc convened. But they replied, that he muft firft pro- 
duce a letter from the fenate of Rome, whereby the Achaans 
fho :ld be defired to meet. As Cacilius had no fuch letter, 
they told him plainly that they would not afiemble. This ex- 
afperated the Roman to fuch a degree, that he left Achaia 
without making any further inquiries'*. 

Ov his return to Rome, he acquainted the fenate with what 
he had tranfa£ted in Peloponnefus. Whereupon Apollonidas, 
whom xhzAckaans had fent to plead their caufc before the fe- 
rn tc, was introduced. He endeavoured tojuftify thecondurt 
ot Philcpcemen and his countrvmen, with refpedt to the Lace- 
f'ummnans, and told them for what rcafon they had refufed to 
call, at the inftance of Ceeciliits, a general aflcmbly. After 
the /lehftan cmhuflirior, thole from Sparta were admitted. 
PhiUpec-ih //, as we have obferved above.,, relrored the Spartan 
exil.' ; and thefe vcrv exiles v/ere the men, who fmce theii 
ic tun had iivAl y.eaUuifly contended for the recovery of the 
;.<uLiit ip! v. i'jr and i.bcrty ol" their native country. Two 
f.' tliLl'e, //reus anJ Alciluidct, were, on this occafion, ap- 
pointed by th: La^cdcmo.iians to implore the j uf lice ot the 



J 3 t. 



r 



0 - 



v Pol y n. ibid " 4 

A* -n : >t 



The History of Achaia. 



4 

Book I. 



Reman fenate. They reprefented, with great eloquence and 
in a very moving manner, the miferable condition to which 
Sparta, once miftrefs of Greece, was reduced ; how its walls 
were demolished, and the citizens dragged into Achaia, and 
there fold for flaves (W) ; how the facredlaws of Lycurgus, 
to whicJi Sparta owed her grandeur and glory, were entirely 
abolifhcd, &c. 

The fenate, after hearing and weighing the reafons on 
both fides, ordered Jppius Claudius and two others, who were 
foon to fet out for Macedon, to put an end to this difpute, and 
referred the contending parties to the judgment which they 
flaould give on the fpot in the aflembly of the Achaans. In 
the mean time they required the Achaans to convene their ge- 
neral aflembly whenever the Roman embafladors fliould defire 
it; fince the Roman fenate admitted them as often as they 
required an audience 7 . 

Sometime before the arrival of the Roman commiflioners 
in Peloponnefus, Lycortas, at that time praetor, fummoned 
th? general aflembly to examine the affair of theLacedemonians, 
that he might be ready to anfwer the queftions which the com- 
miflioners fhould afk him, and at the fame time know how 
his countrymen flood affe&ed. He reprefented to them fuch 
things as they might fear from the Romans, who feemed to 
favour the intereft of Lacede?non more than that of Achaia ; 
he expatiated chiefly on the ingratitude of Areus and Alcibi- 
tides, who, though they owed their return into their own 
country to the Achaans, had yet been fo bafe as to fpeak in 
the fenate againft them, as if they had drove them from their 
country. He ended hisfpeech with thefe words : " But af- 
** ter all they are our fubjecls, and it is rebellion in them to 
44 bring a procefs againft their matters. What punifhment 
" then have they deferved"? At thefe words loud cries were 
heard from all parts of the aflembly, defiring the praetor to 
put the affair to tiie vote, and, nothing being liftened to but 
paflion, a decree pafled, condemning Areus, Alcibiadcs, and 
all who attended them in their cmbafly, to be put to death. 
But in the mean time the Roman commiflioners arrived, and 
the fcenc was changed. The aflembly of the Achaans was 
then fitting at CUtor, a little city of Arcadia, and as foon as 

y Poi. y b . ibid. c. 42. Liv. 1. xxxix. c. 33. 

fW) Pbihpwmen ordered thofe flaves, who had been fet free by 
the tyrants, to he fought out and fold ; and with the money arif- 
ing from thi* falc he rebuilt a portico, which the Lacedemonians had 
ddlroyed ac Megalopolis his native city. 

///>p!t{ * 
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Appius appeared there he took the higheft place, and acted fa- 
. ther as a judge than a private deputy. The harangue with 
which he began difcovered his intentions, and made the Acha- 
ans fear the worft. He told them, that the fenate had been 
firongly affected with the complaints of the Lacedemonians, 
and could not but difapprove of all the fteps that had been ta- 
ken on that occafion. He inveighed againft theperfidioufnefs 
and cruelty of thofe who had mallacred the envoys from La- 
cedemon, a city venerable for its antiquity, and exclaimed a- 
gainft the abolition of the laws of Lycurgus, which had been 
fo much admired by all the nations of the world. Lycortas 
the prator, who was a friend to Philopevmen on whom the 
accufation fell, undertook to defend the common caufe of the 
republic, and the conduit of a great man whom beloved. His 
fpecch, for which we refer our readers to Livy % was very 
appofiteftend well becoming the head of a nation. But Appius 
was little affe&ed with it ; without defcending to particulars, 
or taking any notice of the arguments Lycortas had produced 
to juftify their conduit, he deiired them to reftore Lacedemon 
her antient rights and privileges voluntarily, left Rome fhould 
force them to it. Thefe words drewfighs from the whole af- 
fernbly ; but fear had got the better of their rcfentment. They 
defired the commiffioners to do what they thought fit, but 
not oblige the Achaans to break their oath, by annulling them- 
felves the decree which they had fwore to obferve. This fub- 
miffion appeafed the anger of Appius, who contented himfclf 
at prefent with only repealing the fentencc that was juft before 
pronounced againft A reus and Alci blades. With this aft of 
power and authority they put an end to the feffions, and leav- 
ing Greece returned to Italy a . 

The commiffioners having made their report in the fe- 
nate, it was decreed, that thofe perfons who had been con- 
demned by the Achams, fhould be recalled and reftored ; that 
all fentences pronounced in theaiTembly of Achaia againft Lace- 
demon fhould be repealed ; and laftly, that for the future the 
Lacedemonians fhould be deemed members of the Acbam bo- 
dy, and treated accordingly. Paufanias adJs an article that 
is not mentioned by Livy, viz. that the w.dls which had been 
demolifhcd fhould be rebuiJt b. ® : Marcius was appointed 
to go into Greece, and fee this fentence executed j which he 
did accordingly, obliging both parties to accept and fign the 
decree. 

2 Liv 1. xx'xix. c. 3j— ;;. M.iv. ibiJ. 
"an*, in Achaic. p. 411. 
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The dry of But this ftorm was fcarce appeafed, when a new one a- 
Mcflenc rofe. The city oiMeJfene had been a member of the Achaan 
*wtib- body ever fince the war of the confederates, as we have re- 
drains it- ] ate d above. But one Dinocrates, who had a particular en- 
f elf from m , t y t0 Philopcetnen, drew it off from the league, and was 
Achre- arm j n g the M:ffsnians^ his countrymen, in order to defend 
an league. Clt y againit Philoparnien, who was then praetor the eighth 

time. The brave Achcem no fooner heard of the revolt, but 
lit* made what hafte he could to feize the city of Corone (X), 
before the rebel had made bimfelf mnfter of it. But as he 
was fick and actually kept his bed with a fever when the firft 
news was brought him of the difturbances at Mejfene, Dino- 
crates got to Corone before him. Then the Achaan general 
afiemoling the hd: galop oil tan youth, who had offered to fol- 
low him as voluntiers, and making a counter-march, advan- 
ced towards Mejfene, wich a defign to fall upon the mrolters, 

Pliilopce- W ^ Q Dinocrates was bufy at Corone. But on his march he 
mcn met with Dinocrates, attacked him, and put him to flight at 
m.irches a- the firft: onfet. Pbihparmen on this occafion forgot his fick- 
Qtiinft the nefs, and the fatigues of the day before; for he had marched 
rthth. from Argos to Megalopolis ; which was above fixty miles, in 

twelve hours. W hile the Megalopolitans were purfuing the 
rebels, a body of above five hundred men, whom Dinocrates had 
had the precaution to leave in the open country about Meffene 
to defend it, came and joined him. The Msjfenians, being 
encouraged by this reinforcement, faced about and renewed 
the a&ion. The Megalopolitans, though led on by Philopce- 
men and Lycortas, were too weak to make head againft fuch 
But hie- a body of frelh men ; Pbilopcemen therefore made it his chief 
feateJ. bufmefs to retire in good order, which branch of the military 

art he undcrftood better than any general of his age. To 
this end he marched into rough and narrow ways, whither 
the enemy could not without danger follow him ; he placed 
Lvcortas and the Mcgalopolitans in the van, and brought up 
the rear himfelf, facing about from time to time, and keep- 
ing the enemy at fome diftance. As his troops retreated with 
too great precipitation, he was left quite alone in a defile, and 
furrounded by the enemy. However, they durft not even 
then attack him, but keeping at a diftance drove him with 

fX) Cor on or Corone was a city of A\//hria t and is Hill in being 
in the province of Be ' e, and known by the lame name. Flu- 

tar eh ( o) in lie ad (A Coronr pur. Cc\k'/j or C.V »>//•, which was alio a 

cm in the u*r: i f oiy of M. '(/<>! : \ a, appca... from Ptv/t-my, 
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fliowers of arrows into a narrow place, where he could not 
turn his horfe. Yet ftill he fupported himfelf, though quite 
worn out with ficknefs, the fatigues of his march, and old 
age, being then in his feventieth year. He fpurred on his 
horfe crofs the rocks, and was very near rejoining the main 
body of his fmall army, when his horfe ftumbled and threw 
him. By the fall he received a deep wound on the head, and 
lay fenfelefs, till the enemies thinking him dead began to ftrip 
him. He then opened his eyes and feemed to revive, when 
Dinocrates, who never before had dared to look him in the Plulo P 
face, ordered his hands to be tied behind his back, and in tm 
that condition carried him to Meffenc. When the Me£eni- pr ^° ner 
am received the news of this victory; and heard that Philo- 
poemen was taken priloner, they all ran to the gates of the 
city to fee what they could no otherwife believe. Great was 
the joy ef the rebel city, when the news was confirmed by 
the relation of thofe very Medians who had taken him. 
But upon the fight of the hero of Greece reduced to captivity, 
more by an accident than any want of valour, moft of the 
fpe£lators were fo much touched with compaffion, that they 
could not refrain from tears} they remembered the exploits 
of this great man, under whom many of them had fou.rht ; 
they remembered the favours they had received at his hands, 
and how they had been by his means delivered from the op- 
preffions of the tyrant Nabis. As many had not been able to 
fee him by reafon of the croud, they delired he might be car- 
ried to the theatre, and there (hewn to the multitude. But 
the magiftratcs, fearing left the cftecm and love which the 
Meffenians had formerly fhewn him fliouid revive, did not 
fufter the illuftrious prifoner to be long exhibited in this man- 
ner. They hurried him away on a hidden to a vault called 
the treajury, without doubt, becaufe the public many had 
been formerly kept there. This was a fubt nane.jus place, 
whither neither lidu n >r air entered f.om without, and was 
itopped by a large (tone railed up and let d-uvn by a crane. 
In tin's cavern Phikjt:* >n : »i wounded, lid, and fatigued, fpent 
a milerable muhr, Eirly in the nior.itn * the lenate and peo- 

* _ * * * 

pie met. The litter were (or ■.<. 11 in;.!. 1 iv»»urable terms sn ex- 
change for tliei,- priil. ih-r, and LuaV.; him b ick n> his own 
country, But r lie fen ttors, \\h.> ha i tnvn the authoi s of the 
revol:,anl confluent! v w. re alraid tlnv 11 ■«»•.:! J hud m him an 

implacable enemy, n^-ccd u> p.n hi.n todv.i«h. And aeco:- 
1 ■ * j 

dingiy without delay lent the exe- utioucr into ihc vault, v. i h 
Orders to force the priloner r<> think a dof«: of pnifn. The 

moment the illultiious MtgidtWiiuii law nun hi,uip; \, cup 

in 
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Philopcc- in his hand, he guefled what he was bringing him, and raif- 
menput to ing himfelf up with great difficulty, for he was very weak* he 
death By aflced the executioner with great tranquility, Whether Lycor- 
the Meffe- tas an £ t j, e Megalopolitan youth had got iyto a place of fafety. 
Year ' of ° ne °f *^ em * s anfwered the executioner, they have 

the Flood a ^ > ma ^* t ^ etr e f ca P e * ^ )at l$ enou gh* replied Pkilop<emen, 
2816. ' I die content. He then took the cup of poifon with great 
Before chearfulnefs, and drank the fatal potion with joy. Thus died 
Chrift, one °f thegreateft heroes that Greece or any other country 
j 83. e ver produced. He was no ways inferior in valour, military 
^■y^j knowledge, and virtue, to any of the boafted heroes of Rome, 

Had Achaia been nearer to an equality with Rome 9 he would 
have preferved his country from ,the yoke which the Roman 
republic forced it to bear. Both, the Greek and Roman wri- 



Hannibal 



faaie 



1 hey all allow him to have been not only one of the greateft 
commanders, but one of the greateft ftatefmen, of his age. 
To his valour and prudence Achaia, owed all her glory,'which 
upon his death began to decline, there beina; none after him 
in that republic able to oppofe her enemies, with the like 



iteaamels and prudence ; whence rhUoposmen was 
laft of the Greeks y as Brutus was afterwards ftiled 
the Ramans* . 

* 

Wh e n the news of his death was 
of the Achaan league, the rage of the people againft his affaf- 
fins was as great as their grief for the lofs of fo great a man. 
The general affembly was immediately convened at Megalo- 
polisy and Lycortas, at that time the moft famous general in 
Achaia* put in the room of the deceafed. The new general 
without lofs of time entered the Mejfenian territory at the 
head of an army which was foon raifed, all the young men, 
that were fit to bear arms, fliewing a great eagernefs to re- 
venge the death of a man to whom their country owed all it 



Morten e 



fplendor. Lycortas had been his particular friend, and there- 
fore was determined at all events to bring the authors of his 
dsath 10 condign punifliment. Thus both the general and 
foldiery breathing nothing but revenge, they advanced to the 
very walls of Mejfene 9 after having laid walre the whole ter- 
Junenden r ; tor y^ aMC j fummoned the rebellious city to fqrrender. The 

°\c\\xan P^pfe^ 11 fy' te °* c ' lc pi^or and fenate,opcned the gates to the 

Achaan troops, and put them in poflcflion both of the city and 

c Liv. 1. x\xix. c. 48. Plut. in Philop. p. 366, 368. Polvb. 
in leg:*:, c. 5:;, 53. 

caftlv. 
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Caftlp. This fubftuljive behaviour aflwaged the wrath of Ly- 
(ortas, who did not think it advifeable to treat the rebels as 
their fungus revolt feem^d to deferve. He only infilled upon 
thejr Gjelivering up the ring- leaders of the rebellion, and fud(x 
as W^r/e ^ny ways concerned in the death of Philopcemen* 
They readily complied with his requeft, and the aflaflins load- 
ed with irons were brought before him ; but tyinocrates, to 
prevent a more cruel death, laid violent hands on himfelf ; the 
reft were ^ftertyards carried to Megalopolis, in order to be fy- 
crificed 4t the tqmb of the deceafed hero d . 

And np.w nothing regained, but to pay the funeral ho- Philopce- 
nours tp the body of phjlopaemen, which had been left ur\- menV 
buried iri the bottom of a dungeon. It w^s t^ken from ajhes ear. 
thence wUh great pomp,, burnt according to cuftom on a fu- r ^ * n 
rjersl pile, and his afhe's depolited in an urn fdorned with fef- £ re "* P m P 
toons and fijlets. {,ycorta;s 9 being now to leave the conquer-: t0 M ?2 a ~ 
?d city, did not difband his troops and fend them to their p0 ls * 
refpeftive homes as ijfual. They all marched put of the city* 
in gopd qrdler, as it were irt funeral triumph The infantry 
marched firft crowned with laurel to fhew their vidtory, but 

fligdding flopd? of tears for the deceafed hero. Next came the 
urn carried by Polypus the Hi/lorian y fon of Lycortas, fur- 
rounded by the prime nobility of 4 c ^ ata -> an d the MeJJenian 
prifoners bound in chains'. The urn was followed by the 
cavalry in their richeft apparel and caparifons. All the inha- 
bitants of the neighbouring towns and villages flocked to meet 
the folemn procelfion ; but it was vifible in every one's coun- 
tenance, fhat their joy for the vidory was damped with real 
grief on this mournful occafion. In this manner they advanc- 
ed towards Megalopolis, P hi lopce men's native city, and arriv- 
ing there pajd him the laft honours, with the utmoft pomp 
and magnificence. The ^dejfenian captives were ftoned at 
his tomb, and each city of Achaia gave fome fignal proof of 
trjc elteern they had for him while alive, and of the real grief 
they felt for the lo/s of fo great a hero. Statues were erefted 
to his memory in mod cities of Greece with nohle infcriptions. 
The magi/trates of Megalopolis pafTed a decree, ordering a 
bull to be yearly facrificed at his tomb ; during which facrifice 
3 panegyric was pronounced, and a company of young chil- 
dren lung hymns in his praife* (Y). 

When 



d Li v. Plut. Pol yr . ubi fupra. • Idem, ibid. 

(Y) Seyeral yefirs after when Corinth was taken and dertroyed 
bv Mttmwfus, a Roman brought articles ot impeachment a^ainlfc 
'Vol.VJ. Ttt Philofetmen, 
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When news was brought to Rome, that the Achaans had 
reftored the city of Mejjene to the league, their embafladors 
there were addrelTed in quite different terms from thofe which 
had been ufed before. The fenate told them, that they had 
been careful not to fuffer either arms or provifions to be car- 
ried from Italy to Mejfene. This plainly fhews the infince- 
rity of the Romans, and the little regard they had to truth in 
their tranfa&ions with other nations. For when the Achaans 

— * 

demanded the fuccours which they were obliged to furnifh 
them according to the treaty, and defired, at leaft, that they 
would not fuffer arms or provifions to be tranfported out of 
Italy to Mejjene, it was anfwered, that when any city broke 
off from the Achaan league, the fenate did not think them- 
felvcs obliged to enter into thofe difputes, rior concern them- 
felves with the claims and pretenfions which each city might 
have. This was giving, as it were, the fignal to all the cities 
engaged in the Achaan league to take up arms, and feparate 
as .they pleafed from the alliance. But now they endeavour 
to perfuade the Achaans that they had prohibited the fubjedts 
of the republic from lending any kind of afliftance to the Mef- 
fenian rebels, and make a merit with them of what they had 
not done. The Achaans at this time were mafters of all Pe- 
loponnejus, Philip king of Maccdon was preparing a-newfor 
y/ar, the Mtolians were difgufted with Rome, and Antiochus 
ready to pafs over into Greece. No wonder then, that Rome 
was very cautious of giving any umbrage to the league in fo 
critical a juncture. 

We have obferved above, that the Roman fenate had de- 
creed, among many other articles, that Sparta fhould be ad- 
mitted into the Achaan league, and that Marcius had been 
fent into Greece to fee this decree put in execution- How- 
ever, the Achaan ambafladors on their return from Rome ac- 
quainted the affembly, that the Lacedemonian exiles, who had 
behaved with great ingratitude towards them, were not in- 
cluded in that decree, and confequently might be driven a- 
n:w from the city without difobliging the fenate. Upon 
their report the exiles were again ordered to depart the city, 
notwithfranding the {hong oppofition made by Diophanes, 
who undertook to defend their caufe. Being thus reduced to 

Thiloptvnniy in order to have the flames and monuments, erected 
all over Greece, to the memory of this great man, thrown down and 
abolilhed He accufed him of having been an enemy to the Ro- 
mans, and flic w 11 on all occafions his hatred to the republic. The 
cauic was heard in council before Mummius y and the charge refuted 
with great eloquence and folidity by Polybius. 

their 
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their former ftate of mifery, they fent ambafladors to Rome, The Lace- 
imploring the protection of the fenate. The fenators were demonian 
touched with their complaints, and wrote letters to the exiles re- 
council of Achaia, defiring them to give the Lacedemonian c *»' i0 the 
exiles leave to fettle again in their native country. Thefe omans - 
letters were delivered to the exiles, and by them on their re- 
turn to the council of Achaia, which returned no other an- 
fwer, than that the matter fhould be confidered after the ar- 
rival of the Achtsan ambafladors from Rome. Not long after 
the ambafladors returned, and declared before the council, 
that the fenate had wrote in favour of the exiles, not out of 
any regard to them, but to redeem themfelvcs from their 
importunities f. 

After the ambafladors had been heard, Lycortas was of 
opinion, that no notice fhould be taken of the letters which 
the fenate had wrote ; but Hyperbates, who was then przetor, 
and Callicrates, were of a diff erent opini n. Lycortas, how- 
ever, carried it, and it was refolved, that ambafladors fhould 
be fent to acquaint the Roman fenate with the reafons which 
had moved them to adhere to their former refolutions, not- 
withftanding their recommendation. Callicrates, Lyfwdes, 
and Aratus, were appointed ambafladors, and inftru&ions 
given them agreeable to the deliberations that had been made. 
When they arrived at Rome, Callicrates adted in direft op- £ a ]]j cra _ 
pofition to his orders; for being introduced to the fenate, he ^ ^ 
exhorted' them to exert their authority over his ftubborn j jis ccun ; 
countrymen, telling them, that if the Greets paid no regard ^ foinm 
either to their letters or decrees, they ought to blame them- gradate 
felves for it, fuch a ncgleft being entirely owing to their le- biwfelf 
nity and indolence. " In our commonwealth, faid he, with the 
" there are two parties, one of which maintains, that an Romans. 
" implicit obedience fhould be paid to all your orders ; the 
" other party pretends that the laws of the country fhould 
" prevail over your will ; and this fuits beft with the genius 
" of the Achaans, and has a great influence over the popu- 
" lace. Hence fuch as blindly comply with your ordinances 
" are hated by the people, while thole who oppofc them are 



honoured and applauded. We 

firft employments of our republic filled by men, whofe 
only merit confifls in a pretended zeal for the laws of their 
" country, in contradiction to the cxprefs orders of this au- 
4C gufl: aflembly. If you continue to fhew fuch an indiffe- 
" rencc on this head, all the chief men will certainly oppofc 

f Pol x u. in Legat. c. 54. 
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" jou, this being a fure way to prefermejit. jBut if you 
« fhew 'favour to thofe only who dpbiflfe your intereft, the 
*' c leading men in all the republics of Greece will declare for 
" you, and *the populace foon Follow their example. What 
* c I have faid is plainly confirmed by the prefect conduit of 
" my countrymen. How long is it Tince you defired them 
to recal the Lacedemonian ekile's ? 



« fo far from complying with your reque'ft, that they have 
« bound tfyepfelves by bath never to feftore them c ". Thus 
the ^Greeks began to forge their bWn chains, and ambitious 
men proftitute to their private intereft that liberty which 
their anceftors had purchafed and maintained at the cxpence 
of their lives- Callicrates was fo transported with ambi- 
tion, that he chofe rather to betray and ruin his country, 
than fuffer any other to have more authority in it than him- 




e 

A fpeech fo well calculated to favour the intereft of Rome 
could not but be very agreeable to the (enate. As Callicra- 
tes had treacheroufly pointed out "the methods by which they 
might eafily weaken and crufh the Greek republics, it was 
concluded, that they fhould exert themfelves in heaping fa- 
vours upon fuch as maintained the authority of Rome^ and 
humbling thofe who pre'fumed to oppofe ft. Our hiftorian 
obferves, that this was the firft time the fatal refolution was 
taken of depreciating thofe, who in their refpe&ive countries 
had the moft noble way of thinking, and raifing fuch as de- 
clared right or wrong for the Romans \ a refolution which in 
all countries leflencd the number of the true friends of liber- 
ty. Henceforth it was a conftant maxim of thfc Roman po- 
licy, to increafe the power and authority of fuch as favoured 
their ambitious views, in defiance of the laws and conftitu- 
tions of their refpeflive countries, and opprefe by all poflible 
methods thofe who were finccre friends to the liberty which 
they had received from their anceftors. This fingle maxim 
is fufficicnt to give us a true idea of the pretended equity 
and moderation which the Romans difcovered on fbme oc- 
cafions. 

Achx- From this period Rome began to treat the Achceans in a 
com ~ quite different manner from what fhe had done in former 
' ae 4 t0 tiinew. Peremptory orders were fent them to reftore the 

Lacedemonian exiles, and pay a blind obedience to the decrees 
' c " of the fenate. Letters were at the fame time directed to the 

A'tolian^ Boeotians, Acarnanians y and other free ftates of 

15 Solyb. in Legac. c. 58. 
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@rtece 9 etijoiftiilg thttn to fete the orders of the fettate put ih 
execution* and erthorting them to employ in their refpe&ive 
commonwealths men only of fuch noble fentithfcfits as Galii- 
crates. Thus the Rotnans requited the eminent fervtces 

which the Achaaitt had done them in their Wars with Philip and 
jfatiotbta, and the inviolable fidelity with which they had ad- 
hered to them, when they Were defpifed by the other ftateft 
of Greece (E). Gafflcratesj on his return to Pvkpunnefks 
fpread fo artfully the terror of the Roman name* and intimi- 
dated the people to fttth & degree* that he was elected praetor $ 
ift which employment he restored the Lacedemohi&n and Mef* 
fenian exiles, and omitted nothing that could any ways oblige 
his patrols the Rjflnam. 

By thefe violent methods Rome got numbers of flatterers, 
but loft many of her beft friends $ and on the other fide Par- 
fes 9 Who had fucceeded Philip in the kingdom of Maczdon 9 
fpared no paihs to win over to his party fuch as were diffatif- 
fied lyith the Romans. That prince, being determined tb 
fliake off the yoke which the RoTnans had laid on him, madfe 
it his whole bufinefe to draw off the Greek cities and nations 
from their alliance frith itatar. To this end, thinking his 
prefehce neceflary among nations, who would perhaps fooner 
fiearken to a neighbouring kiftgtfaan a diftant republic, he 
advanced towards fretphos under pretence of difcharging a 
vow> but in reality to make alliances in Greece. With this 
view he croffed mount Oeta i and furprized the Greeks with 
his fudd'en appearance among them. The terror fpread into 
jf/ia> and alarmed Eumenes in Pergamus. But Perfes after 
confuting the oracle returned into his own kingdom, palling 
through Phthioiis zxATheJfaly s without committing any hof- 

tilities in his march. His father had formerly been guilty of 
great cruelties in all thofe countries, and therefore the fon not 
only took care to commit no violence on his march, but fent 
deputies to all the free ftates, or circular letters, remonftrat- 

(2) Pofyiius afcribes this violent proceeding of the Romans to 
the companion which the Spartan exiles raifed in the breads of the 
fenators. The "Romans, fays he, are eafily moved to pity by the 
complaints of the miferable, and think it their duty to relieve all 
wholly to them for protection. And this it was that inclined them 
to efpOufe the caufe of the Lacedemonian exiles. But we mud re- 
member, that this (in other refpe&s impartial hiftorian wrote this 
in Rome, and under the eyes of the Romans, after they were ablb- 
lute lords of Greece (10). 

inq, 
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ing, that they ought not to continue the hatred they might 
have conceived againft the father, to the fon who courted 

their friendfoip fc . 
Perfes en- The Macedonian's chief attention was to gain over the 
favours to Jjhaan rebublic, which had carried its hatred fo far againft 
gain over the Macedonians, that they were not fuffered upon any pre- 
fer Acha- tence to enter s Achaia. It was not only hatred, but policy, 

ans - that had induced them to make fuch a decree. For though Philip 
^ e * r had greatly difobliged them, efpecially by putting the two 
thep lood, j ratus > $ to d ea th, yet he had proved in many other refpefts 

Before ver X beneficent to them ; whence they were with much ado 
Chrift prevailed upon to forfake him ; and even after they had enter- 
, 7 8. 9 ed into an alliance with the Romans, fome of their leading 

men ftill favoured their antient ally. Wherefore it was 
thought neceffary, for the prefervation of concord among 
themfelves, to ufe great circumfpe&ion, left by his agents he 
lhould foment divifiors in the ftate. Befides, by hearkening 
to his mefTages they might give jealoufy to their new allies. 
On thefe confiderations the general affembly of Achaia had 
enacted a decree, forbidding any Macedonian, on what pre- 
tence foever, to enter into Achaia, on pain of being treated 
as an enemy to the ftate. This decree cut off all intercourfe 
and means of reconciliation with the Macedonians, and there- 
by quafiied at once the Macedonian fa&ion. But at the fame 
time it proved very prejudicial both to the Achaans and Ma- 
cedonians \ for the flaves on both fides ufed to flv to the ene- 
mies of their mafters, where they found a fure afylum, 
knowing they fhould not be followed or claimed after that ge- 
neral prohibition. However,. Perfes made the firft ftep to- 
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this acceptable prcfent he fent an obliging letter, exhorting 
them to take effectual methods for preventing their flaves 
from finding for the future refuge in his dominions. This 
was courting their friendfhip, and tacitly demanding the re- 
cftablifhmcjit of their antient commerce. One Xenarchus, 
who was then praetor of Achaia, read the king's letter in a 
full affembly ; it was heard with great applaife, efpecially 
by thofe who had received their flaves, and moft of the lead- 
ing men were for annullingthc decree forbidding all commerce 
with Maccdon. But Ca II i crates reprefented to them the bad 
confequences of repealing the decree in fo critical a juncture ; 
he told them, that the Romans defigned to make war upon 



h Li v. 1. xli. c. 12. 
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Perfes, that P/rfes had nothirtg elfe in view by fending back 
their llaves than to involve them and all Greece in this war, 
and that to enter into the leaft engagement with Perfes was 
to renounce their Alliance with Rome, apd draw all the weft 
upon them. He therefore: exhorted them, as they tendered 
the welfare of their country, to refufe the dangerous prefents, 
live as utter ftrangers to Macedon,. and confirm the decree 
forbidding all, manner of commerce with her. 

Arcon Xenarchus*% brother fpoke after Callicrates, and .enr 
deavoured to prove, that the fear of an imminent war was 
without foundation, fince Perfes had renewed his alliance with 
the Romans j was honoured by them with the title of friend 
and ally, and had lately entertained their embafladors with 
great demonftrations of kindnefs ; why then might not the 
Ach^ans, as well as the Epirots, Mtolians, Theffalians,^xA 
the other nations of Greece, reap the advantage of his neigh- 
bourhood ? Why might not the Achaans, like the other free 
ftates, ceafe to be enemies to Perfes, without ceafing to be 
friends to Roine ? He concluded, that it would be time enough 
to declare againft the Macedonians when they were come to 
an open rupture with Rome ; but till then they had no reafon 
to be more zealous for their friends, than their friends were 
for themfelves *. 

Arcon* s difcourfe would have determined the aflemblv to 
comply with the requeft of Perfes, had not Callicrates ob- 
fcrved, that the king had not vouchfafed to treat with them 
otherwife than by a Ihort letter. This want of refpect, as 
Callicrates ftiled it, being artfully reprefented, made the af- 
fembly poftpone the determination, and refufe for the prefent 
the king's offer. As foon as Perfes was acquainted with what 
had pafled at the diet^ he fent ambaffadors to make the fame 
offers. But the advocates of Rome found means to render all 
their negotiations fruitlefs k . 

Some years after, a war breaking out between the Romans q-r ^ 
and Perfes, great divifions arole in all the cities and free ftates . dns j ec j 
of Greece, fomc favouring the Macedonians, and others ad- j- Qr f ^ g 
hering to the Romans. The affembly of Achaia was not ex- Romans 
empt from thefe difturbances ; but Arcon wifely prevented the Year of 
ill confequences that might attend them, by engaging all the the Flood 
chiefs of Achaia to efpoufe the caule of the Romans. Arcon 2830. 



not, as we have feen above, greatly inclined to the Ro- Before 
mans, but rather favoured in his heart the Macedonian faction ; ^hrilk 
however, as he forefaw that Rome would at laft prevail, he 

l Liv. ubi fupra. c. 27. k Liv. ibid. c. 28. 
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was ho fooner chofen prator, but he got the diet to pafs a 
decree, impowering him to raife what forces he pleafed, and 
march with them to join the Romans. In the fame affembly it 
was refolved, that embafladors fhould beient to Martins the 
Roman conful, who had already penetrated into Theffaly^ to 
acquaint him with the refolution of the republic, and to know 
when, and where, the Achaean army ihoulcj join him* Poly* 
bius the hiftorian being named for this embafiy, he immedi- 
ately fct out for the Roman caipp, in order to fupprefs the re- 
ports that were fpread, as if Achaia intended to afflft the Mace- 
donians. When he arrived he was receivoAkjfethe conful with 

great demon ft rat ions of kindnefs. Th^Bpy ill of fo pow* 
crful a nation, at a time when fo man^P^Wrre weft waver- 
ing in their fidelity, could not but be acti&j^table to him. Hq 
therefore thanked them in the kindeft terirfs^&ftd told them, 
that they might fpare themfelves the trouble and expence of 
marching their troops to join him, fincein theprefent pofture 
of affairs he did not want any foreign fuccours* With this 
anfwer Polybius lent back his collegues, but remained himfelf 
in the Roman camp. In the mean time the Achaans ac- 
quaintcd Polybius ^ that Appius, who commanded the Roman 
troops in Epirus, had demanded of their republic five thou- 
fand men, which body they were ready to fend into Epirus> 
if the conful approved of it. But Marcius was fo far from 
consenting that any fuccours fliould be fejit to Appius, that he 
immediately difpatched Polybius home with orders not to fuf- 
fer any troops to be fent to Appius y nor his republic Co be put 
to fuch ufelcfs cxpences. It is difficult, fays our hiftorian, to 
difcover the real motives that induced Marcius to a^i in this 
manner. Was he for faving the Acheenns the trouble and 
charges of fo long a march ? or did he intend to put it out of 
Appius's power to undertake anything, fince he had not been 
able to undertake any thing himfelf? Whatever was his mo- 
tive, Polybius readily complied with the inclinations of the 
conful, and returned home. But when the matter was de- 
bated in the council of Achaia^ difficulties were ftarted by 
Po/ybius's friends and thofe of his party. For as he wasfurc 
to incur the difpleafure of the conful, if he did not a£t agree- 
able to his charge j fo on the other hand orders given him by 
word of mouth, and in private, did not feem fufficient to 
warrant the conducft of the council in refufing fuccours to 
Appius, who really wanted them. In this cafe therefore they 
had recourfe to a decree which had been lately publiftied, in 
all the cities of Greece^ by two commiflioners fent for that 
purpofc from Rome The purport of th# dpqrce was, to for- 
bid the Roman generals to exa£t any thing of the nations in 

f confederacy 
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confederacy with Rome without an cxprefs order from the 
fenate, and prohibiting the allies to fubmit to any exaction or 
even demands of the confuls, praetors, tribunes, &c without 
fuch an order. The tyranny, which the commanders of the 
Roman fleets and armies exercifed over their moft faithful al- 
lies, gave occafion to this decree. For want of an order 
from the'fenate, the meffenger (cut by Appitis was difmiffed 
without the fuccours he demanded. Thus Pohbius made his 
court to the conful, and at the fame time confulted the inte- 
reft of his country K 

The enfuing year Paulus .%L?n>lius, who, fucceeded Marchis 
in the command of the army in Maccdon, being informed, 
that Perfcs was drawing together a mighty army with a defign 
to come to a decifive battle, lent to iuliicit fuccours from the 
allies, efpecially the Achteans, who upon the firff fummons 
fent him what troops he wanted, under the conduct of the molt 
experienced commanders they had. Thcfe diltinguifhed them- 
felves in a very particular manner at the famous battle of Pydna^ 
which put an end to the Macedonian war, Perfcs being 
entirely defeated, and foon after reduced to fuch (traits, that 
he was obliged to deliver up himfelf and all his children to 



the conquerors. And now the Romans, having by this vie- Tbebaugb- 
tory triumphed over their enemies in the eaft, began to treat ty beba<vi- 
their friends in a quite different manner from what they had cur of the 
ufed while they flood in need of their afliftance. Ten com- R° mans 
mifiioners were appointed to fettle the affairs of Macedon and a f**! t,3€ 
infpect thofe of Greece, that is to profecute and punifli, without pjf^, 
any regard to juflice and equity, all thofe who during the war 
had betrayed any inclination to the Macedonians. Thcfe 
haughty judges fummpned all the heads of the Greek nations 
to appear before their tribunal at Amphlpolis, in order to com- 
pofe their differences, as they gave out, and re (tore Greece to 
itsantient tranquility. The /Etolians appeared firft, in mourn- 
ing habits and making great lamentations. The fubjedt of 
their complaints was, rhat two members of their aflcmbly, 
Lyftfihtts and Tiftppus, whom the protection of the Romans ^ 
to whofe intereft they were devoted, rendered very powerful 
In /F.lotia, had furrounded the fenate with loldiers lent them 
by Rtchius, who commanded in the country for the Romany 
and put to deith five hundred and fifty of then icnators for no 
other crime, but bcc.iufe they were thought to fivour Perfes. 
The commifiioners after hearing their complaints con lined 
their cuquirie:: to this point alone, whether thofe who had been 
thus nullacred were for the Romans 01 Perfes y and Laving 
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found that they had fpoke in the fenate for Perfes, the coun- 
cil palled a decree, by which the muderers were acquitted, 
and thofe who had been put to death declared to have fuffered 
juftly. Bcebius alone was blamed, for employing the Roman 
foldiers in an execution which had no relation to military af- 
fairs » 

This fen tence fp read great terror among thofe -who had 
(hewn any affe&ion for Perfes, and increafed beyond meafure 
the pride and infolence of the partifans of Rome. In each city 
the leading men were divided into three factions. The firft, 
and without doubt the moft numerous, adhered to the 

Macedonians \ the fecond was devoted to the Romans, and 
the third in oppofition to the other two were neither for the 
Macedonians nor the Romans. The latter, whofe party was 
leaft numerous, as it confifted only of prudent men, were 
afraid, that, whatever party fhould prevail, their liberties 
might be in danger, and their concern was to preferve their 
country both from the Macedonian and Roman tyranny. Thefe 
were in great efteem and beloved in their refpe&ive cities, and 
had acted prudently in all the meafures they had taken. But 
this was not fufKcient, as we fhall lee, to fcreen them from 
the vengeance of the Romans. The commiflioners firft wreak- 
ed their anger on thofe who had favoured Perfes, for the e- 
miflariesof Rome flocked to Amphipolis from all the countries 
of Greece to accufe them before the council. Thefe treache- 
rous men informed the commiflioners, that, befides thofe 
who had openly efpoufed the caufe of Perfes y there were many 
others, who were no lefs averfe from the Romans in their 
hearts 5 adding, that they would never have their authority 
quietly fettled in Greece, till they had utterly deftroyed both 
the favourers of Perfes and thofe who had affe&ed to ftand 
neuter, and not to fall in with either party. The ten com- 
miflioners entirely approved what the informers advanced, and 
made it the rule of their conduit to quafh in all the Greek cities 
not only the Macedonian, but the neutral, party, and confer 
honours on thofe only who preferred the intcreft of Rome to 
all other regards whatfoever. What juftice could beexpedted 
from an aflembly that was determined to treat all thofe as cri- 
minals who were not of the Roman party, and confer employ- 
ments on fuch only as declared them (elves their accufers and 
enemies ? We leave the reader to judge from hence of the fo 
much boafted equity of the Romans. They were juft and (ho- 
ne ft when they found their account in juftice and honcfty, 
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but ever ready to facrifice both to their boundlefs ambiti- 
on. 

The moft fanguine of thefe informers were Callicrates 
and Andronidas, both Achaans, and greatly attached to the 
Roman party. They laid claim to the chief employments of 
their republic, or were willing to maintain themfelves in them 
with the affiftance of the Remans. With this view they in- 
formed againft all thofe among thsir countrymen who were in 
a condition to difpute the higheft pofts with them ; and their 
accufations turned upon this, that their rivals had been friends 
and partifans of Perfes before his overthrow. Befides the 
Acheeans, Callicrates accufed a great many others, and gave 
in a long lift of fuch as had either declared for the Macedonian, 
or flood up for the defence of their own rights and privileges 
in Acarnania, Epirus, and Boeotia. All thefe were ordered 
by Paulus ASmilius to follow him to Rome, and there give 
an account of their conduft. But as to the Acheeans, the 
commiflioners thought it advifeable to judge them in their own 
country, and to fend two of the chief members of the council 
Into Achaia to try them there ; and accordingly C. Claudius and 
Cn. Domitius Mnobarbus were named and fet out for Achaia. 
Three reafons induced them to aft in this manner : the firft was, 
becaufe they apprehended, that the Acheeans, who were very 
powerful and no lefs jealous of their liberty, would not obey their 
orders, fhould they be commanded to juftify themfelves at 
Rome; the fecond, becaufe they had not found any of their 
letters among Perfes's papers; and the third, becaufe it was 
neceffary to protedt Callicrates and the other informers againft 
the infults of their countrymen n . 

One of the two commiflioners fent into Achaia, Paufanias Utnuar- 
does not fay which, a man of a moft vile character, complai- rantable 
ned in the affembly of the Acheeans, that many of the chief proceedings 
men of the league had aflifted Perfes againft the Romans, and of the Ro- 
therefore defired that all thofe might be condemned to die, mans, 
whom he fhould name after fentence given. After fentence 
given, cried out the whole affembly, What juflice is that ? 
Name them firft* and let them anfwer for themfelves ; which if 
they cannot do, we engage to condemn them. Since you promijc to 
condemn them, replied the haughty Roman with an afluming 
air, all your praetors, all who have bore any office in your republic, 
or commanded your armies, are guilty of this crime. At theft; 
words Xenon, a perfon of great credit, ami highly rcfpc&cd 
by the whole league, fpoke to this effect : 1 h Ave commanded 
the army, and have had the honour to be the chief ma* 
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gijiratc of the league ; / protejl I have never done any thing 
contrary to the inter v/7 of Rome ; and if any one can charge me 
with that crime, as it is noiv Jliled, let him appear ; I am ready 
A thou [and to clear my ft l}\ either in the ajfembly of the Achxans, or he- 
Achxans fore the Roman fenate. The Roman took hold of this ex- 
eommanded preffion , and laid, that fmce Xenon had named the fenate, he 
to appear anc j r hc reft could not appeal to a more impartial judge ; then he 
before the began to name a!! thofe who had been accufed by Cal/icrates y 
Romanyi- :) .. morc j n ([^Macedonian than the Roman intereft, ordering 
rM ' e ' them to appear and plead their caufe before the fenate. They 

were above a thoufand, all men of diftinguifhed merit, and 
who had nothing fo much at heart as the welfare of their 
country ; and this was the only crime that could be laid to 
their charge. This fentcr.ee was a mortal wound to the liberty 
of Achaia. That unhappy republic was deprived at once of 
all thofe who had fliewn any y.ea! for the prefervation of her 
liberty. Such tyrannical proceedings had been unknown there 
even under Philip and his fon Alexander \ for neither of thefe 
princes ever thought of cauiing thofe who oppofed them to be 
lent into Maccdoti, but referred their trials to the council of 
the Amphiclyons their natural judges. Upon the arrival of 
thefe unhappy men at Rome, they were banifhed into different 
tjwns of Italy i and kept there clofe pnlbners, as if they had 
been already tried and condemned by the afTcmbly of the 
Au ceans; When news of thefe tyrannical proceedings was 
brought into Achaia, the aiiembly fent embafly after embafly 
to acquaint the fenate, that their banifhed countrymen had 
not been tried at home, but referred for their trial to the Roman 
fenate ; they begged, that they would give them a hearing, 
condemn fuch as they fhould find guilty, and allow the others 
to return home. But the republic was inexorable ; fhe obfti- 
nately infixed upon their having been found guilty in Achaia y 
# and fuu to Rente only to hear what punifhmcnt fhe was pleafed 
t" inhVI upon them. Hereupon the Achaam fent a folemn 
end-aiiy t<> the fenate, to prut eft that the pretended guilty per- 
f»iis h.id never been tried, or even heard, by their afkmbly. 
lunata^ who was at the head of this embatfy, being introduced 
to the fenate, declared the orders he had received, earnellly en- 
treating tin. fuiatcin the name of his republic, (hat they would but 
once hear the pcrfons accufed, and not fuller them to puifh with- 
out being condemned. " It were to be wifhed, fa id he, that the 
ct Roman leit.ite, that aiuruir. and venciable aflcmMy which has 
" neve: be-, n know n tofv. in c in its dailions from the ftrieietr 
4t \u\c* ol c»ju!r\, would take the caufe of tlufe unhappy 
men into tiu-i own hands ; hut if aflaiu of greater jmpor- 
iL t.;.»' e .' ) net allow tin in leifuie to examine the matter 

tc themiclves. 
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4< themfclves, let them refer it to the aflembly of the Aches- 
< 4 ans^ who are ready to punifli with the utmoft rigour fuch 
" as they (hall find guilty of any crime that may be laid to 
" their charge". As this demand was very equitable, the 
fenate was greatly puzzLd what to anfwcr. Thev did not 
think it advifeabJe to try the caufe, as knowing that the accu- 
fation was groundlcfs. On the other hand, to difmifs the ex- 
iles, and fuffer them to return to their own country, was to dif- 
oblige their partifans in Greece* who placed all the hopes of 
their preferment in the ruin of thole who had a better title to 
favour than themfclves. After feveral confutations, the fe- 
nate for want of a better anlWer returned this, " that they 
" did not think it expedient for the welfare of Achaia* that 
" thefe men fhould return home". Such tyrannical proceed- 
ings caufed an univerfal confirmation in Achaia* all the inha- 
bitants appeared in mourning habits, and lamented the lofs 
of their countrymen no othervvife than if they had been their 
deareft relations. Callicrates and Andronidas became more 
than *ver the objects of the public hatred. They were never 
mentioned in the aflemblies but with horror and dereftation. 
Even the children fell upon them in the public ftrcets, calling 
them traitors and enemies to their country. Nay the Acherans 
carried their rage fo far, that when the two informers had one 
day gone into a public bath at Sicyw* no body would wafh 
with them, or even alter them, till the water was let out and 
the place purified. This general uneaiinefs made Achaia ftili 
the more fufpected by the Roman fenate, who kept the prifo- 
ners more clofely confined than ever. Thefe were the firft 
feeds of a v/ar, which we fhal! loon fee break out between 



Rome and Achaia ; the firft fpa:ks of th.u fire which con fum- 
ed Corinth 0 . 

The Achttans, however, did not jnvc over fUlicitiivr the 
fenate for the releal'e of the exiles. Thev lent new deputies 
to beg their return as a favour, Ic.ifl in t . t k i n • «; upon ibem then* 
defence they fhould Iccm t»> oppofu ti e will <•!' the leiiate. 
The deputies appe.ircd.a AV".-' in liu afiiicot ihppii. ml-, and 
took care not t'j f.iv any thin:, in the ha« ;n Mie ihcv in *ue 
before the fen.. re, that c.miU e i»:ie:ic:. V\\- w iV-cdi v. 



mod eft and extiundy nlcrvcd ; 1 m : r 1 1 um \ ri >t l.jnei-. umi- 
tinued minora. 1 . de\!uin::, inn i!k\ wur 1 i imt up'Mi .!«.•/ 
account vvlwitl ,f-ver ait'-r the r.u.-.Ur. c-» f 1 1 ■_- \ * h.r! m i he 
Ach trans on the oilu i hand v.\»uld m->: --ioenxer lulheii \w\ and 
importuning the knale hi LLdt «>! iheir cuiinM ) men 
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They fent feveral embaffies at diiFerent times, and made what 
intereft they could among their friends at Rome and elfewhere, 
to get their petition backed by perfons who were better receiv- 
ed than themfelves. But ail was to no effect ; they could 
not be prevailed upon even to fuffer Polybius, who was one of 
the exiles, and kept under clofe confinement at Rome, to ap- 
pear before the fenate and plead the common caufe. This is 
the fo much vaunted equity of the Romans ; thefe the civili- 
jzers of barbarous nations, the afferters of the rights and liber- 
ties of mankind. 

Seventeen years were already paft, and the far greater 
part of the unfortunate exiles dead in their confinement, when 
the fenate at laft was prevailed upon to fuffer thofe few who 
were ftill alive to return home. Polybius, as we have hinted 
above, was one of thefe unhappy Achaans \ but had been kept 
at Rome, whither his reputation had reached before him, 
and procured him that diftin&ion. During his confinement in 
that city, his merit, wifdom, and learning, gained him the 
love and efteem of the greateft men in the fenate. He was 
particularly dear to the two fons of Paulus Mmilius ; the eld- 
cft of thefe had been adopted into the familv of the Fabti, 
and the youngeft into that of the Scipios. The latter, who 
afterwards deftroyed Carthage and Numantia, at the requeft 
of his friend follicited Cato the cenfor to fpeak in the fenate 
in favour of the Achatans, knowing that his opinion would 
be of great weight with the members of that aflembly. Cato, 
out of complaifance to young Scipio, promifed to back the 
petition of the new deputies that were then come from Achata 
to intercede for the exiles. When they were admitted to au- 
tte Achs- dience, warm debates arofe, as ufual, among the fenators, 
ans after f ome f ew being for fending them home, and the others oppofing 
feventttn wJlen Qatovok up, and with great gravity faid, <c that to fee 
years con- u ^ £ oman f ennte difputc with great warmth, whether fome 
arTfatt " p0or oId Greets fliould be buried in Italy or in their own 
borne n " C0l,ntr y» would make one think that they had nothing at 

" all to do. This pleafantry, coming from fo grave a man 
as Cato, made the fenators afliamed of fo Ions: a conteft, and 
determined them at laft to fend back the exiles into Pelopon- 
nrfus. Polybius was for fupplicating the fenate, that they might, 
be reinftated in all the honours and dignities they had enjoyed 
beff-re their hanifhment ; but before he prefented that requeft 
to the fenate, he thought proper to hear Cato's opinion, who 
told him hniiif.:: : " Pohhiuu vou do not imitate the wifdrm 
" of U!:[h f Vou are for returning into the cave of the Cy- 
" fhp\ fur Icjnic poijr tatters you have left there". According- 
ly the exiles icturncd to their own country, but their number 

was 
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was much diminiflied ; for of the thoufand and upwards that 
came from Achaia^ no more than three hundred returned thi- 
ther. The reft had perifhed in Italy with hunger and grief, 
and fome had fuffered like criminals for attempting to make 
their efcape p . Such inhuman proceedings deferve no other 
name but that of the moft wanton and oppreflive tyranny • 
The republic of Achaia was not fubjefit to, but upon a level 
with, that of Rome. Thofe brave Achaans y who were thus 
barbaroufly treated, had moft of them ferved under the Roman 
ftandards, and greatly contributed to that very vidtory, which 
rendered the conquerors thus haughty and over-bearing. 

As for Polybius, he made no ufe of this permifiion, but re- 
mained in Rome, where that very virtue which had brought 
him into diftrefs was not only the means of his relief, but of 
his exaltation to greater dignities than thofe he loft. He attended 
Scipio JEmilianus in all his military expeditions, and fignali- 
zed himfelf no lefs in the fervice of Rome, than he had for- 
merly done in that of Achaia. 

The exiles on their return found Achaia rent into different 
factions, and the minds of the common people entirely eftrang- 
ed from the Romans. They only wanted an opportunity to 
make Rome repent of the rigorous treatment fhe had fhewn 
to the Achcsan prifoners. This averfion was artfully foment- 
ed by their chief magiftrates and the leading men in the repub- 
lic, who were for the moft part profeflcd enemies to the Ro- 
mans. Such an univerfal hatred could not be long kept with- 
in the bounds of moderation ; it foon broke out into an o- 
pen war, which ended in the entire redu&ion of Achaia and 
the diffolution of the Achaan league. 

To trace this war back to its firft origin; acertaindifputea- What gave 
rifmg between the Athenians and the inhabitants of Oropus rife to the 
(A), the latter had recourfe to the Achaans. Menalcidas^ w&r <witb 
by birth a Lacedemonian^ was then praetor of Achaia \ to him the Ro- 
the Oropians applied, agreeing to give him ten talents if he ma ns. 
prevailed on the diet, in which he prcfided, to efpoufe their 
caufe and affift them with troops. The Lacedemonian^ who 

* Pausan. in Achaiac. Plut. in Cat. cenfore. PoLYB.inlc- 
gat. 129, 130, 

(A) The antient geographers mention three cities bearing this 
name; one, called by Arijlotle Graca, flood in the ifland of Eu- 
beta ; another, the native city of Se/rucus Nicer tor, belonged to 
Macedon; the third, which is the city we are now fpeahing of, 
flood in Baeotia, near the borders of Attica, forty four miles north 

4>l Athw. U is now a village called by the natives Roj>j. 
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preferred his own private advantage to the good of the public, 
accepted the propofal, and, in order to gain his point, promifed 
to divide the monev with Callicratcs, if he could by his intereft 
extort from the general afTembly their confent to fend troops 
to the defence of Or opus. Callicrates, allured with this bait, 
prevailed on the afTembly to take the city of Oropus under 
their protection ; and accordingly Menalcidas was immediate- 
ly difpatched, with a ftrong body of chofen troops, to make 
head againft the Athenians who had already taken the field. 
But Menalcidas came too late, the Athenians had already 
plundered Orcpus, and retired with an immenfe booty ; how- 
ever, the avaritious praetor demanded the ten talents, as if 
his afliftance had been effeclua) ; but could not prevail on 
himfclf to divide them witli Callicrates ; he firft put him off 
with fair promifes, and at laft told him in plain words, that 
he would keep the whole fum to himfelf. Callicrates? who 
was as revengeful as the other was deceitful, accufed him, 
as foon as he was out of his office, of having ufed his utmolt 
endeavours with the Roman fenate to withdraw his country 
from the Achaan league. The procefs was carried on with 
fuch rigour, that Menalcidas would have been fentenced to 
death,, if he had not by a prefent of three talents prevailed 
upon Diarus, who fucceeded him in the przetorlhip, to acquit 
him in fpite of all the evidences that were produced againft 
him. This drew on Dicrus the hatred of all the nation, as if 
he likewife were inclined to the Lacedemonians. This was a 
great ftain on his reputation, which he endeavoured to wipe 
New trou- t ' 1 * s ^" e P- ^ e maintained in the general aflembly, 

bles in Pe- that the Lacedemonians were fubjecl: to the Achcean league 
loponne- even in criminal cafes. Rome had decreed the contrary; but 
fu s . this ferecned him from the hatred he had incurred by favouring 

Menalcidas the Lacedemonian. When news was brought to 
Lacedemon, that Diceus was endeavouring to get this new law 
approved by the general aflembly, the whole city was in an 
uproar, for the Roman fenate had in exprefs terms allowed 
them to judge their criminals in their own private aflemblies ; 
they were for fending deputies to Rome, but D icons pretend- 
ed, that only the general aflembly of the whole nation had 
a ri'j-ht of fending ambafTadors thither 'i. 

These arbitrary proceedings greatly cxafperated the La- 
ccdemoa 'ums ; but, as they were no ways in a condition to 
make head againft the whole frrcngth of Achaia, they hum- 
bled rhcinfclves fo far as to fend deputies to Dia/us, who was 
advancing at the head of a coniidcrablc army, intreating him 
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not to life force till other means of a reconciliation .proved 
fruitlefs. The praetor anfwered the deputies, that he had no 
quarrel with the Lacedemonians in general, but only with ai 
few difturbers of the public peace, whom he named to the 
number of twenty four. Upon the return of the deputies 
the council of Lpcedemon affembled, when Agefijlbenes^ a man 
of great authority, moved, that thofe who had been najned 
by Dipeus fhould of their own accord abandon their country, 
as if they had been banifhed, and carry their complaints to 
Rome. The motion was applauded by the whole affembly, 
and the perfons that had been named withdrew without de- 
lay from their native country. When the council of Lace- 
damon heard that they were got out of Laconia^ fentence of 
death was pronounced againft them in a full affembly, which 
affwaged the anger of Diceus and his Acbaans. But when 
they heard that the exiles, together with Menalcidas, were 
embarqued for Italy to lay their complaints before the fe- 
nate, Diceus and Callicrates made what hafte they could af- 
ter them to plead the caufe of the Acheeayis againft the Lace- 
demonians. But they did not both reach Rome \ Callicrates, 
who had great intereft in that city, died at Rhodes, whither 
his affairs had called him. Diceus therefore and Menalcidas 
only appeared before the fenate, and by their Greek eloquence 
difguifed the truth with fuch artifice, that the fenators could 
not come to any determination. Commiffioners were there- 
fore appointed to determine the difpute on the fpot. But, as 
they were too dilatory in fetting out, Menalcidas and Diceus* 
arriving in Peloponnefus long before them, put all the coun- 
try in a flame, which they on their arrival could not extin- 
guifh. Diceus affured the Achaan affembly, that evety thing 
would be determined by the commiffioners in their favour. 
On the other hand, Menalcidas brought the Lacedemonians 
word, that in a Ihort time their city and territory would be 
feparated from the Acha an league, and declared an indepen- 
dent Itate. The Acheeans hearing this refolved to take up 
arms, and force the Lacedemonians to change their lan- 
guage'. 

Metellus, who was then bufy in fettling the affairs of Ma- JVJeidla. 
cedon 9 being informed of the troubles in Peloponnefus, dciir- tTtJeavturs 
ed the ambaffadors, which Rome was fending into A/ia, to conj>j } 
take Corinth and Lacedemon in their way, in order to perfuadc ' '■•-» 
ihe Acheeans to fufpend all hoftilities till the arrival of the 

' Pausan. uhi ftpra. p. 431, 4.28, Polyp. Ieg^t. 143, 14^ 
Id. in excerpt, de virt. & vit. Justin, lib. xxxxv. c. 1. Flor 
i. ii. c. 16. 

Vol. VI. X x x commiffioners 



The Hijlory of Achaia. r - Book I; 

commiffioners, who had been nominated to compofe their 
differences in an amicable manner. Thefe ambaffadors arriv- 
ing in Achaia found Democritus , who had fucceeded Dice us 
in the office of prsetor, in full march with a defign to fall 
upon the Lacedemonians. They exhorted him to difband his 
men, and return home ; but the praetor, defpifing their ad- 
vice, advanced to the very walls of Lacedmon^ and there 
gained a confiderable advantage over the Lacedemonians , who, 
having loft a thoufand of their men, retired with fuch preci- 
pitation into the city, that if Democritus had warmly purfu- 
ed them, he might have entered Lacedemon with the fugitives. 
But he was over-hafty in founding a retreat, contenting hirn- 
felf with the advantage he had gained ; which fo difpleafed 
the general aflembly, that they fined him in fifty talents, 
which fum he not being able to raife, he was obliged to lay 
down his office, and fave himfelf by flight out of the Achaan 
territories. Then Dioeus^ who had been the author of all 
the troubles, and was a declared enemy to Lacedemon , was 
again elected prsetor. Metellus no fooner heard of his pro- 
motion, but he fent a deputation to him, intreating him to 
forbear hoftilities till the arrival of the commiffioners. Z>/- 
ceus complied with his requeft, but was not in the mean time 
idle ; for he gained over to the Achaans^ by fecret negotia- 
tions, all the cities that bordered upon Laconia^ and having 
fortified them, kept that country and its capital in a manner 
blocked up. In this diftrefs the Lacedemonians thinking no 
man fo proper to extricate them out of thefe difficulties as 
Menalcidas^ who had governed the whole Achaan republic, 
appointed him commander in chief of their troops. Me- 
nalcidas was a man of great valour, but betrayed want of pru- 
dence in the very firft ftep he took. For, to give fome re- 
putation to his arms, he immediately took the field, and 
fu rprifing the city Jafos, which was within the borders of La- 
conia^ but fubjeel: to the Achaans^ plundered it, and divid- 
ed the booty among his foldiers. This was breaking the 
truce which had been granted by the Achaans at the inftance 
of Metellus^ and drawing upon himfelf the reientment of the 
Romans. The Lacedemonians themfelves were well apprifed, 
that fuch unwarrantable proceedings might give a bad turn 
to their caufe, and therefore would have punifhed their ge- 
neral with the utmoft feverity, had he not prevented them by 
laying violent hands on himfelf f . 

Not long after the death of Menakidas 9 the Roman 
commiflioners arrived in Peloponnefus. As they were fent to 
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put an end to a civil war which was kindled in the heart of Commif- 
Achaia, they landed at Corinth , which was looked upon as fantrs fent 
the capital of the Achaan league. There they fummoned the./™ 5 * 
aflembly, which Aurelius Orejles, who was at the head of the ^ 0 j"® * nt9 
commlffioners, opened with a fpeech calculated rather to c Ia * 
create than compofe divifions. Polybius is of opinion, that 
he exceeded the inftru&ions he had brought from Rome, and 
changed the menaces of the fenate into abfolute orders * ; for 
he told them, that Rome had been long endeavouring to efta- 
blifh a happy union among the free cities of Greece, but was 
at laft convinced, that fuch an union could never be effected 
fo long as their prefent form of government fubfifted. 44 Fla- 
44 minim, faid he, fet your cities at liberty, a bleffing which 
they might have enjoyed feparately ; but you chofe to 
form a league among yourfelves, a league which fhould 
" depend ©n a general aflembly, and be governed by a prae- 
44 tor chofen by a plurality of voices. In this you endea- 
44 voured to fecure your common fafety ; but your precau- 
44 tion has only produced troubles and divifions. Your 
" deputies do not agree among: themfelves ; vour aflemblies 



44 make laws which every particular city will not obferve. 
44 This obliges you to have recourfe to arms; and lience 
44 thef<? eternal divifions, hence thefe hoftilities, which make 
44 it neceflary for you to be always under arms, and to look 
44 upon your confederates as enemies. Rome is concerned to 
44 fee fo many inteftine wars kindled among you, knows the 
44 caufe of thefe evils, and is refolved to put a flop to them. 
44 When you are lefs united you will be more happy, and 
44 will never be completely fo till you make the neceflary 
44 feparations. Attend then to the orders of the fenate, 
44 which I am going to declare, and put them in execution 
44 with readineft. It is the will and pleafure of the Roman 
44 fenate and people, that all the cities which were not for- 
4 * merly of the Achaan league, that is Corinth, Lacedemon, 
44 Argos, Heraclea (B), and Orchomenus (C), be feparated 
44 from the general alliance, and governed by their own laws 
44 independently of the confederacy tt 

t Pol yd. legat. 143. » Idem, ibid. 

(B) This city of Heraclea flood in Phtbiotis, a province of Tbef- 
/afy 9 near the pafs of Thermopylae. It was called Heraclea Tracbi- 
nea % to diftinguifh it from feveral other cicies bearing the fame 

name. 

(C) Orchomenus was one of the largeft cities of Betot\a y and fa- 
mous for a temple dedicated to the three graces, which was one of 

the jnoft anticnt and wealthy of Greece. 

X x x 2 No 
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3& com- fro fooner had Aurelius pronounced thefe words, but the 
mijjioners Achadn deputies, without giving him time to end his fpeech, 
ill ufed left the aflembly, and cailing together the people of Corinih 
and. injkk- in the market-place, acquainted therri with the decree which 

the commiffioners had brought from Rome. The whole city 
Year w:is j n an U p roar> an d the multitude, being enraged to the 

°, higheft degree, fell upon an the Lacedemonians they could 

2 g f find in the city, and either ftript them or put them to death. 
Before ^ vcn ^©fc who fled to the houfe of the commiffioners for re- 
Chrift ^ u S e were dragged f rom whence, and treated like the reft* 
, ^ 9 Aurelius and his collegues in vain cried out, that their repub- 
lic would revenge the injuriqsdone to the Lacedemonians •> the 
incenfed multitude was dear to their remonftrances ; nay, 
they would have treated the commiffioners themfelves in the 
fame manner, had they not faved themfelves by a timely 
flight 

The commiffioners on their return to Rome not only fet 
the infults they had received at Corinth in the ftrongeft light, 
but are faid to have exaggerated them beyond meafure ; they 
reprefented the tumult, not as a fudden commotion, but 
as a premeditated plot. The fenate was highly incenfed at 
Fuch proceedings, but thought it advifeable to ufe modera- 
tion : Carthage was not yet taken, nor the two pretended 
fons of Perfes entirely fubdued ; they thought it therefore 
neceflary to be very cautious in treating with fo powierful a 
New com- republic, as that of Achaia, in fo critical a juncture. Hence 
mijjioners they voted only for fending three new commiffioners into 
fent to Achaia y inftruiting them to complain in a very gtatle.man- 
Achaia ner, and only to exhort the Achaans not to give ear to bad 

counfel, left by their imprudence they fliould draw upon 
themfelves a war, which it was in their power to avoid, by 
punifhing thofe who had expofed them to it. • The commii- 
fioiiers embarked without delay, and after their arrival inP*- 
loponnefus met a deputy fent by the Achaans to acquaint the 
fenate with their proceedings againft Orejles ; but the com- 
miffioners carried him back with them to JEgium, where the 
diet of the nation had been fumrhoned to aflemble. Sextus 
Julius i a man of great prudence and moderation, was at the 
head of this new deputation \ when he was introduced to 
the aflcmbly, he fpoke with that air of mildnefs which was 
natural to him, feafoning his reproaches with the moft ten- 
der expreilions. " We can excufe, faid he, the firft com- 
" motions of a multitude led aftray by a miftaken zeal for 

u their country j we arc fenfible that the magifltates cannot 
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« govern thefn oh (iich occafiohs. If our attibafTadors have 
" fuffered any ill treatment in thofe blind tranfports* the 
« fault may be eafily repaired. The Romans will be appeaf- 
" ed with the leaft figris of repentance. All the fatisfa&ion 
** Rome requires of you is, that you leave Lacedemon in peace* 
" and reftore tranquility to Peloponnesus * 

These moderate remonftrances, in which Julius defigii- Critolatis 
edly omitted faying one word of feparating any cities from the WDiaeua 
Achaan league, were received with great applaufe by the ma- fiir up tbt 
jot part of the aflembly. But Critolaus and Diaus endeavour- p**pf* a ~ 
ed to efface the impreffions, which Julius's fpeech had made g ain ft 
on the minds of the aflembly, by infinuating* that it was dan- ^ omans - 
erous to truft the feenling moderation of the Romans ; that 
o'me only fiifpended her revenge till Carthage was deftroyed ; 
that they would fooh fee her legions laying wafte Peloponne- 
JitSf as they had done Africa, and confequently, that it was 
neceflary to prevent fuch hoftilities, by raifing up enemies 
againft the Romans^nd utterly deftroying their friends. Such 
were the difcouffes of Critolaus and Diaus in their private 
conventicles among men of their own ftamp, and devoted to 
their faitfoh. But ih public they fpoke a very different lan- 
guage, and treated the commiflioners with great civility. Cri- 
tblaus, who was then praetor, invited them to Tegaa to meet 
ah extraordinary aflembly, in which the affairs of Lacedemon 
fhould be amicably adjufted to the fatisfa&ion of both parties. 
Accordingly Julius and his collegues went with the Lacedemo- 
nians to the place appointed, where they waited a long time 
for the arrival of the deputies : but no Achaan appeared. 
While the Romans were thus attending in a corner of the pro- 
vince, Critolaus was fending exprefles from city to city, for- 
bidding them to fend their depu:ies to the congrefs. Julius 
began to be impatient and exprefs his uneafinefs, when Crito- 
laus time all alone to Tegaa, and to the great furprife of the 
Romans told them, that the difpute between the Achaans and 
Lacedemonians was of too great importance to be decided in a 
private aflembly ; that it was neceflary to refer it to the ge- 
neral diet, which could not be affembled according to law in 
lefs than fix months. 

Julius was highly affronted at fuch deceitful proceedings ; 
he difmifled the Lacedemonians, and returning to Rome com- 
plained, that the republic had been infultcd, and her ambafla- 
dors perfonally ill ufed and derided. On the other hand, the 
praetor gloried in having mortified Rome in her envoys, and 
took no one ftcp to appeafc her wrath. lie was out of hatred 
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to the Romans defirous of war, but would not commit hofti- 
lities the firft, for fear of being cenfured by his own nation. 
He therefore treated the ambaffadors in the manner we have 
related, being well apprifed, that contempt would as effectu- 
ally exafperate that haughty people as open hoftilities. 
Metellus However, Rome was not in hafte to come to an open 

endeavours rupture ; notwithftanding the loud complaints of Julius and 
in join to hj s coUegues, the fenate would not refolve on a war, but con- 
bnng Cri- ten t c d themfelves with referring the affair to Metellus, who 
tolaus to was fettling the province of Macedon, after having conquer- 
reajan. e( j ^ tWQ ^ Q pretenders to that crown. The orders fent 

him were to treat with Critolaus, as of himfelf, in order to 
bring him to reafon. Metellus immediately difpatched four 
Romans of diftinguifhed birth, viz. Cn. Papirius, ALlius La- 
mia, A. Gabinius, and jg. Fannius into Peloponnefus, enjoin- 
ing them to lay before the aflembly of Achaia the evils which 
Critolaus and his partifans were by their rafh behaviour draw- 
ing upon them. 

In the mean time Critolaus ran from city to city, fummon- 
ing aflemblies under colour of communicating to them what 
had pafTed in the conferences at Tegaa ; but in fafl: to vent 
invedives againft the Romans, and put an odious conftrufti- 
on upon all they had done. In order to encreafe his party, 
he publi/hed an edi<St, forbidding all judges to profecute or 
imprifon any Achaan for debt, till the difpute between the 
aflembly and Lacede?non was at an end. By this means he 
difpofed the multitude to receive willingly what orders he 
thought fit to give them j incapable of making fuitable re- 
flections on the future, they fell in with the palfions of a mad- 
man, who neither forefaw his own misfortunes nor thofe of 
his nation. 

His dipu- During thefe transitions the four deputies fent by Metel- 
ties infult- lus landed at Corinth, where the general aflembly was then fit- 
ei and a- ting. This new embafly ought to have been received with 
kufed. refpedt, as it came from a victorious general, whofe army was 

encamped in Macedon within reach of Greece. But Critolaus 
treated them worfe than thofe who had been fent from Rome. 
He would not fuffer them to appear before the aflembly, but 
commanded them to declare their bufinefs to the populace af- 
fembled in the market-place. To this factious aflembly, 
confifting of artificers and the refufe of the people of Corinth % 
Cn. Papirius fpoke, with, at leaft, as much moderation as 
'Julius had done before the heads of the nation. His difcourfe 
tended to fhew, that it was the intereft of Achaia to keep up 
a good correfpondence with Rome j he took care not to men- 
tion the feparation of Lacedmon and the other cities 

Achaan 



Chap. 20. Sfife Hiftory of Achaia. gfg 

Achaan league. This was interpreted by Critolaits as a proof 
of their fear; and upon this prejudice a great croud of artifi- 
cers fell upon the ambafladors, loaded them with reproaches, 
and drove them with all manner of affronts out of the market- 
place y. All the cities of Achaia were at that time feized, 
we may fay, with a kind of madnefs, but Corinth was more 
furious than the reft. They were perfuaded, that Rome in- 
tended to enflave them and abfolutely deftroy the Achaan 
league, which perfuafion made them deaf to all the remon- 
ftrances of thofe who difapproved the wild meafures of CW- 
tolaus. 

The turbulent praetor, finding all things fijcceed to his 
wifh, harangued the multitude, in order to inflame them a- 
gainft fuch of the nobility as refufed to enter into his views. 
He even named two men of unblameable chara&ers, accufing 
them of informing the Roman ambafladors of all that pafled 
in the national aflemblies. One of thefe by name Strategius 
immediately gave the praetor the lie, and fteadily infifted on 
his innocence. But the multitude was for the praetor, and 
Strategius condemned, notwithftanding he called the gods to 
witnefs that he had never difcovered any thing tranfa&ed in 
the aflemblies. This notorious piece of injuftice convinced Cr/~ 
tolaus that he had gained an abfolute afcendent over the peo- 
ple ; whereupon, carrying his fury to the utmoft extremity, 
in the fame aflembly he cauled war to be declared with Lace- 
demon, and confequently with the Romans 2 . 

Upon the declaration of war the ambafladors parted ; Pa- War de- 
pirius repaired to Lacedemon to watch the enemies motions 5 clared 
/Elius fet out for Naupaftus, and the other two for the camp the 
in Macedon, to excite Aletellus not to delay revenging the ^ ac ^ e * 
affronts offered to Rome in her ambafladors. Accordingly m ° n J* ns 
Metellus, without waiting for the orders of the fenate, put °* 
himfelf at the head of his army, and began his march towards 
Achaia, with a defign to enter it by Thejfaly. 

Th e cities of Thebes in Bopotia and Chalets in Eubcea, ha- 
ving been difobliged by Metellus fince his abode in Macedon, 
joined the Achccans. The inhabitants of Thebes had been con- 
demned by Metellus to make the Phocians fatisfadion for the 
lofles the latter hadfuffered by their frequent incurfions, and 
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cris (D) the third part pf their fcirveft, for haying reaped the 
$prn of their neighbours 3s if it had b&n their pvvji. The 

nts of Cbqlcif had ravaged part pf Eubaea^ and 
obliged them to make restitution, Upon thefe mo- 
tives the two cities entered into the rafli roeafure$ of Crito- 
lauf, and joined him wjth their troops. With fuch feeble 
^ids the Achaean praetor believed hjmfelf able to cope with 
the moft powerful ftate m the world j fo faF had his rage and 
hatred againfl the JUmms got the better Qf hisreafon. Both 
Qrttplaus and Diccw had beep pf the number pf fhpfe exiles, 

whom the Romans had kept fo Jong in Italy in a kind'of fla- 

yery, and were therefore determined to revenge themselves 
evep at the expence of their cpuntry. 
Heraclea Crifolaus, being, joined by the troops of Thebes and CM"', 
befieged by tQok the fe^ m d marched againft Heraclea, a city of the 
Ins ^ ch ^ an fcague, which refufed to fend its contingent to the 

praetor. While he was besieging this town, news was brought 
him that Metellus was drawing near, which ftrucjc him with 
fuch terror that he immediately broke up the fiege, and with- 
drew into Achaia. He might eafily Jiave feized the paf* of 
Thermopylae, and there flopped at Jeaft, if jipt defeated, the 

The fiege arm y- his courage failed him all at once, and 

*aifed and & s re ^ T ^ had all the appearance of a flight. Mttellus pur- 

the Achas- f"?d himclofe, and at hfi came MP with him, and routed him. 
ans defeat- Hiflorjans have not told m the particulars of this battle, but 
ed. we may well conclude that it coft the Achagns dear, for their 

army was entirely defeated* and abpve a thpufand of them ta- 
ken prifonerjs. Critpfaw himfelf loft his Jife on thisoccafion ; 
for he never appeared afterwards, neither was his body found 
in the field pf battle : fom* %, he poifpned himfelf in fo/ne 
remote corner of Greece, others, that he threw himfelf down 

from mount Oeta jntp a marfh and was drowned \ 

JXxusfoe- It was an eftablifhfd Jaw among the Achaans, that when 
eeeds Cri- their prsetor die<] during his office, his immediate predeceflor 
touusWfhouldfucceed him, and govern the ^epubjic, tjlj the next ge- 
maki 'F<« * Jie ral afTemhly, which met at a ftated time. By this law 

KmlfoVthe ^ mus t0 °k u P° n hi^ the gpwnment of the republic, and the 
9m j. .>e comman( j Q c t he fcattcred army. But fcarcc was he in veil- 
ed 

n Pot y b, Pausan. ibid. 



(D) Amphijfa flood on the banks of a little river bearing the 
fame name, and was one of the greateft cities in Lecris. Sonic 
think it flood where Selena now 'Hands ; but Niger thinks, ke anci- 
ent fituation agrees better with chat of a little village now called 
Lamb he, + 
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eS^with this dignity, when news was brought him, that a 

bcrtMLpf above a thoufand Arcadians, who had joined the A- 
CM&gts and after * the battle retired to Elatea in Phocis, had 
beerT all to a man cut in pieces by Metellus. This was a me- 
lancholy piece of news ; however, as he had been the chief 
author of the war, it behoved him to maintain it ; he there- 
fore fent deputies to all the cities of Achaia, enjoining them 
to raife new troops with all poflible expedition, and cauf- 
ed an edifl: to be publifhed, in all the places that were 
fubjcfEt to the Achaan league, to this purport ; That no 
lefs than twelve thoufand flaves, who had been born in the 
country, fhould beenlifted; and that, if it was neceflary, 
fome of the flaves that had been brought from foreign 
countries, fhould be taken into the fervicc to complete that 
number ; that all thofe who were fit to bear arms, whether 
in Achaia or Arcadia, fhould repair to Corinth, and there 
take the military oaths ; that all perfons of fubftance, whe- 
ther men or women, fhould bring all their gold or filver into 
the public treafury. * This convinced all Achaia of the dan- • 
ger that threatened them ; but, as they were embarked in a 
war with an enemy whom they had fo highly provoked, they 
blindly purfued the mad fcheme. The cities of Elca, Mef- 
fine, and Patra, were fo terrified, when they heard that a 
confular army was coming from Rome, and that a conful with 
new legions was to take place of the praetor Metellns, that 
the inhabitants gave themfelves up to defpair, and either aban- 
doned their country, or laid violent hands on themfelves, 
through fear of falling under the conqueror's power. Thefe 
cities were expofed to the firft attacks of the enemy after their 
landing, and expe&ed the mod fevere treatment. Some had 
recourfe to the clemency of Metellus, flying to his camp for 
refuge. There they informed againft the moft factious among 
their countrymen, though no inquiry was yet made after 
them b . 

In the mean time the Roman praetor entered Arcadia, and Thcbea 
drew near Thebes, which had openly declared for the Ackaan token by 
league. Pythias, the chief magi fixate of that city, had ftir- Metellus. 
red up all the inhabitants againft the Romans, and treated with 
great fevcrity fuch as were unwilling to enter into his mca- 
iures. It was chiefly with a view to fcizc him that Metellus 
turned his arms againft Thebes \ but Pythias had retired I rum 
his native country with his wife and children before the arri- 
val of the army. Moft of the citizens had followed his ex- 
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ample and abandoned the city, which MeteUus entered with* 
out oppofition. The few citizens that remained he treated 
with great clemency, and faved the temples and houfes from 
being plundered, but fet a price on Pythias 9 s head. This 
mixture of mildnefs and frverity was very pleafing to the peo- 
ple, but ftruck the magiftates with new terror. From Thebes 
Me*ara ^ c & oman general marched to Megara y which important poft 
fubmits- was g uar( led by one Alcamenes y with a detachment of four 

thouland men. But the cowardly governor at the approach of 
the praetorian army left the place, and retired to Corinth 
where he joined Diceus. The inhabitants of Megara opened 
their gates to the Romans , and put them in pofleffion of the 
moll fruitful territory of Achat a. 

MeteUus And now Metellus y feeing moft of the Achaans ftruck 
fends frenv with terror, and inclined to peace, thought that fuch a favour- 
deputies to able opportunity of gaining Diceus and his faction was not 
treat of a to be neglected. He had been informed, that the conful 
peace. Mnmmlus was charged with the war in Achaia y and had al- 
ready fet out from Rome, with orders from the fenate to fettle 
affairs in Greece by the deftru&ion of Corinth. To deprive 
therefore Mummius of this glory, and at the fame time fave 
that noble city, he fent new deputies to treat of a peace. 
For this embaffy he did not chufe Romans, but three Achaans 
of great uiftin&ion and credit in their own country, who had 
taken fanctuary in the Roman camp. Thefe were Androni- 
das, Logins, and Archippus, men wellafFe&ed to the Romans,, 
but ftrongly touched with the misfortunes which threatened 
They are ^eir country. Upon their arrival at Corinth they found the 
treated as people in general inclined to peace, but the praetor and his 
enemies* faction more than ever bent upon a war. They were by his 

order thrown into prifon, after he had produced them before 
the aflcmbly of the people and declared them traitors and e- 
ncmics to their country. Neither could he be prevailed upon 
to alter his meafures, either by the remonftrances of Philo, 
an Acbaan of great authority who came on purpofe from 
Thcjfaly, or by the entreaties of Stratius, a man of diftin- 
guifhed merit and his particular friend. In fpite of all their 
efforts the mad praetor fentenccd the three deputies to die, 
and prevailed upon the chief members of the council, who 
were devoted to his faction, to confirm the unjuft fentencc ; 
nay, they joined with them in the fame condemnation one 
Sojicrates, a venerable fenator, whofe only crime was his ha- 
ving voted for treating of a peace with the Romans. Sojicrates 
was executed a few days after, and no kind of torture fparcd 

to extort from hiin fuch a confelfion as Diceus wanted ; but he 
maintained to the Lift, that peace was preferable to war, and 

tl.i 
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this inflexihle conftancymade nofmall impreffion on the minds 
of the people. As for Andronidas and his collegues, the a- 
varicious praetor fold them their deliverance at a great price. 
A few days before, Dioeus had caufed one Phillius and his 
children to be put to death, only becaufe they were fufpe&ed 
of correfponding with Menalcidas at Lacedemon, and incli- 
ning to favour the Roman fa&ion. Thus were the unfortu- 
nate Achaans governed by magiftrates, who had no other rule 
of conduit but their paffions, and no other talent for war, but 
a favage fiercenefs, and a blind defire of revenge c. 

An account of the many advantages gained by Mctellus 
being tranfmitted to Rome by one Pojlhumius, without the 
general's knowledge, the conful Mummius haftened his depar- 
ture for Achaia* which had fallen to his lot. Why the fc- 
nate would not fuffer Metellus to finifh a war, which he had 
profecuted fo far, is what we find no where recorded. When 
the coflful landed the numerous army he brought with him, 
Metellus was advancing to Corinth* with adefign to ufe his 
utmoft efforts, in order to bring Dioeus to accept of a peace 
before the arrival of the confular army, and thereby deprive 
Mummius of the glory of finifhing the war. But the obfti- 
nateprsetor would hearken to no conditions how advantageous 
foever, which gave Metellus great concern, and made him 
lofe all hopes of fettling Achaia in peace before the arri- 
val of the conful. 

This was the pofture of affairs in Achaia* when Mian- The ctnful 
mius appeared before Corinth with a confular army, confifting Mummius 
of three thoufand five hundred horfe, and twenty three arrives In 
thoufand foot, befides a body of Cretan archers, apd the Per- Greece. 
game an troops fent by Attalus the fon of Eumenes. His firft Year of 
care was to fend back Metellus and his forces into Macedon* the Flood 
left he fhould fliare with him the glory of concluding the g^re 
war. He then drew near the city, and encamped on the 
ifthmusof Corinth, porting advanced-guards round the town. g 
But as no enemy appeared, the Achaan army being fhut up 
in the city, the Romans ftragglcd about the fields, and ne- 
gledied their polls ; which the Corinthians obferving made a 
vigorous filly, fell upon the legionaries, and purfucd them 
with great (laughter to their camp. This fmall advantage en- 
couraged the Acbajtis* and infpircd D'uvus with hopi s of 
conquering the conful, who on his fide did all that lay in 
his power to confirm him in his foolifh pcrfualion \ he kept 
his legions clnfe in the camp, and prcfenJjJ not to be a.'de to 
hear the light of thcuiuny. Di<cu$> now bccon.m^ auda- 

c Mem ibid, 
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cious and fure of vi&ory, affembled all thofe who were able 
to bear arms and formed them into a phalanx, which with the 
auxiliaries from Chalets made up an army equal, if not fu- 
perior, in number to that of the Romans. They wanted ex- 
perience and difcipline ; but Diceus thought that defpair and 
the importance of their caufe would fupply that want. He 
therefore advanced with his troops and offered the conful 
battle, which he declined, in order to draw the Achaans into 
a valley called Leucopetra y at the extremity of the ifthmus 
which joined Attica to Peloponnefus. Accordingly the prae- 
tor fell into the fnare, and repaired thither long before the 
conful. Diccus was fo fure of victory, that he had invited the 
women and children of Corinth to be fpedtators from the 
neighbouring hills of the flaughter he was going to make of 
the enemy \ he had alfo ordered a great number of waggons 
to follow the army, which were to be loaded with the 
fpoils of the Romans d. 
The A- Never was there a more rafh and ill-grounded con- 
j? an j h ^ c ' ence - The faction of Diceus had removed from the fer- 

Mumi ids V * Ce anc ^ ^ om P u ^* c councils all thofo who were capable 

of commanding the troops or direfting affairs, and had fub- 
ftituted in their room others who had no experience in civil 
or military concerns : the foldiers had never before feen the 
face of an enemy, and were quite unacquainted with military 
difcipline ; and neverthelefs the rafh praetor promifed himfelf 
viftory, over a confular army inured to the greateft dangers. 
While the Ach&ans were thus triumphing in the plains of 
Leucopetra, and only folicitous left the conful fhould find 
means to make his efcape, he unexpectedly appeared with 
his army drawn up in battalia. He had the day before 
placed in an ambufcade a ftrong body of horfe, with orders 
to fally out in the heat of the a&ion, and attack the Acbtean 
phalanx in flank. The Achaans advanced furioufly, but their 
cavalry was foon put to the rout. The phalanx made a vi- 
gorous refiftance ; but at length, beins attacked in front by 
the legionaries and by the cavalry in flank, it was broke and 
difperfed. The {laughter then was dreadful ; we are told 
that the two fcas, which were divided by the ifthmus 
of Corinth , were dyed with blood. If Diceus had retired in- 
to Corinth, he might have held it a long time, notwith- 
standing the lofs of the battle, and obtained an honourable 
capitulation from Mutmnius ; for Corinth was at (hat time 
pne of the flrongeft places in the world, and the conful folc 

4 * 
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aim was to deferve a triumph by putting a fpeedy end to the 
war- But Diceus abandoning himfelf to defpair rode full 
fpeed to Megalopolis his native country, and entering his 
houfe fet fire to it, threw his wife into the flames left fhe 
(hould fall into the enemy's hands, and put an end to his un- 
happy life by poifon c . 

After this defeat all things were in the utmoft confufion 
at Corinth. The" inhabitants, finding themfelves without 
council, leaders, or courage, fled to other places for fafety, 
leaving the city deferted. The gates were open and no 
body appeared on the walls to defend them. The conful 
hearing this could fcarcely believe it, and fearing fome am- 
bufcade reftrained the ardour of his foldiers, who were very 
eager to enter Corinth ^ and enrich themfelvcs with the plun- 
der of fo wealthy a city. Mummius was thus in fufpenfe for Mnmmlus 
the fpace of three days, at the end of which, after having enters Co- 
taken all proper precautions, and narrowly obferved all rinth and 
places, both within and without the city, he entered it at plunders it* 
the head of his troops, and gave it up to the rage and ava- 
rice of his foldiers. The men, who had not been able to 
prevail upon themfelves to forfake their native country, were 
all put to the fword, and the women and children fold for 
Haves to the beft bidder. Then the town was ranfacked by 
the greedy foldiers \ and who can reckon up the immenfe 
treafures*they found ? There were more veflels of all forts 
of metals, more fine pi&ures, and ftatues of the greater! maf- 
ters in Corinth ^ than in any city in the world. All the 
princes of Europe and AJia, who had any tafte in painting 
and fculpture, furniflied themfelves here with their richeft 
moveables ; here were caft the fineft ftatues for temples and 
palaces, and all the liberal arts brought to their grcateft per- 
fection. Many incftimable pieces of the moft famous paint- 
ers and ftatuarics fell into the hands of foldiers, who not 
knowing their value either deftroyed them, or parted will) them 
for a few drachmas. Polybius was an cyc-witnefs of the want 
of tafte in the Romans of thofe days. This brave Achaan % 
upon the fir ft news that his countrymen had taken up arms 
agn in ft Rome, left Africa, where he was attending Sapio at 
the fiege of Carthage, and haftcned to ricln'ia to do his coun- 
try what fcrvice he could. He was in the !l f :?na;t army when 
Corinth was plundered, and had the mortiiic.ticm to fee the 
Roman foldiers playing at dice on a picture of Arijlidvs (K), 

widen 

c Pa up an. in Aclinic. Zonaras I. 9. c 31. 
(E) Ari(l'nies % who was conMup ">r n y v. iih .'.'•<, Hon riHi I *» r 
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which was accounted one of the wonders of the world. They 
fet no value on that mafter-piece, and therefore willingly 
parted with it for a more convenient table to play upon. But 
when the fpoils of Corinth were put up to fale, Attalus king 
of Pergamus offered for it fix hundred thoufand fefterces, that 
is near five thoufand pounds of our money. The conful, 
furprized that the price of a pidlure fliould be carried fo high; 
thought there was fome magical virtue in it, and therefore 
interpofing his authority retained it, noiwithftanding the com- 
plaints of Attalus. He was not actuated in fo doing by his 
private in tereft, for he did not appropriate it to himfelf, but 
placed it in the temple of Ceres, where Strabo had the plea- 
sure of feeing it before it was confumed in the fire which re- 
duced that temple to afhes f . Mummius was a great warrior, 
but feems to have had no tafte for painting or fculpture ; 
for when he put the pidures and ftatues he had taken in Co- 
rinth on board the tranfports, he told the matters of the veflels 
very ferioufly, that if any of them were either loft or fpoiled, 
he would oblige them to find others at their own coft. As if 
any other pieces could havefupplied the lofs of thofe ineftima- 
hie originals, done by the moft celebrated maflers in Greece *\ 
Were it not to be wiflied, fays the hiftorian who has trans- 
mitted this fa& to pofterity, that this happy ignorance ftill 
fubfifted ? would it not be far preferable to that delicacy of 
tafte for fuch rarities which prevails in the prefent age *? He 
fpoke at a time when the governors of the provinces ufed all 
manner of frauds and extortions, to enrich themfelves and 
their families with fuch valuable moveables, 
Corinth Corinth being thus pillaged, nothing remained but to re- 
r educed to ^ uce lt to ai ^ cs » purfuant to the decree of the fenate, which 
ajbes> ^ e conful was obliged to put in execution. Fire was fet to 

all the corners of the city at the fame time, and the flames 
growing more violent as they drew near the centre, at laft 
united there, and made one general conflagration, which is 

f Strab'1. 8. p. 381. Pltn. I. 35. c. 4. & 10. Cic. de 
Ofic. 1. 1. c. 76, 77. B Vel. Pat. 1. 1. c. 13. * Idem 

ibid. 

Thebes about the 122c] Olympiad. Me is fiiid ro have been the firlt 
that attempted to reprcfent the paffions of the foul in colours. The 
piece here fpoke of was a Bacchus, fo exquifitely done, that it was 
pro\ crbially laid of any extraordinary perfoimance ; // is as well 
.1 -.t v t'.c Bacchus cf Ariflidcs ( 1 1). 

! 1 1 1 Pl'm ! ".5.1 4 iff rr. 
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faid to have produced that famous mixture which art could 
never imitate. The gold, filver, and brafs, which the Co- 
rinthians had concealed, were melted and ran down the ftreets 
in ftreams. Some of the greedy foldiers in attempting to favc 
part of thofe metals periflied in the flames* When the fire 
was extinguiflied, a new metal was found compofed of fevcral 
different ones (F), and greatly efteemed in the following 
ages. The walls of the city were demolifhed and razed to 
the very foundations. Thus was Corinth deftroyed the fame 

year that Carthage was laid in afhes. By the deftru&ion of 
two fuch cities the Romans intended to ftrike terror into the 
reft of the world, and keep all nations fteady in their obe- 
dience to Rome. Corinth was deftroyed nine hundred and 
fifty two years after its foundation by Aletes the fon of Hip- 
potes, fixth in defcent from Hercules. Cicero, who ap- 
proved of the deftruftion of Carthage and Nu?nantia y 
wiftied that Corinth, where the arts of painting and fculp- 
ture feemed to have taken up their habitation, had been 
fpared l . 

It does not appear, that the Achaans had any thoughts of 
raifing new troops for the defence of their country, or fum~ 
moncd any afTcmbly to deliberate on the meafures it was ne- 
ceflary to take. No one took upon him to propofe any reme- 
dy for the public calamities, or endeavoured to appeafe the 
Romans by fending deputies to implore their clemency. One 
would have thought, that the Achaan league had been buried 
under the ruins of Corinth ; fo much had the dreadful deftruc- 
tion of this city alarmed and univerfally difmayed the whole 
confederacy. 

It was now neceflary to determine the fate of the Achaans 
in general. As to the Corinthians and fuch flaves as had taken 
up arms againft Rome, they were all condemned to flavery, 
and carefully fought out in all the places whither they had fled. 
After this the whole nation was ordered to aflemble in the o- 
pen fields, where they were furrounded by the Roman legions ; 
and becaufe they were all afraid of being involved in one com- 
mon misfortune, proclamation was made, that only the na- 

1 Cic. de Ofiic. 1. i.e. 35. 

(F) P/ittv tells us, that there were three forts of Corinthian brafs 
viz the red, the white, and that which was of the colour of mo- 
ney, according to the different proportions of gold, iih'cr, and 
copper, that were in it (12 . 

(i:) P/in, I. 7. c. 38 
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purchafed by the Sicyonians. ' 
cities, that had joined the Achaans, were by the conful's orders 
difmantled. Achaia was condemned to pay^the &pcedemonian$ 
two hundred talents for the damages tfiey had fuffered during 
the war. Soon after ten commiffioners arrived from Rome to 
regulate the affairs of Greece in general, and of Achaia in 
particular, in conjunction with the conful. Thefe, aboliflied 
popular government in all the cities, and eftabliflied magi- 
ftrates, who were to govern each city according to their re- 



frwi?tce. fp e &ive laws under the fuperintendency of a Roman praetor. 

Thus the Achaan league was diflblved, and Greece reduced to 
a Roman province, called the province of Achaia, becaufe at 
the taking of Corinth the Achaans were the moft powerful 
people of Greece. The whole nation paid an annual tribute 
to Rome, and the praetor, who was fent thither every year, 
was charged with the care of collecting it. 

We have obferved above, that Polybius on his return into 
Peloponnefus had the mortification to fee the city of Corinth 
reduced to afhes, and his country become a Roman province. 
If any thing was capable of mitigating his affliction on fo 
mournful an occafion, it was the opportunity he had of de- 
fending the memory of Philop&men, his matter, in the fcience 
of war. A Roman out of fome private grudge to that great 
hero accufed him before Mmnmius, as if he had been ftill alive, 
of having been an enemy to the Romans, and always oppo- 
sing their defigns to the utmolt of his power. What the ac- 
cufer propofed by this new profecution was, that all the ftatues 
and monuments erected to the memory of Philopcemen in 
moft cities of the Achaan league fhould be deftroyed, and his 
glorious feats buried in oblivion. The accufation was not 
without foundation ; for as that brave Achaan was a true 
friend to his country, fo he was an enemy in his heart to the 
Romans, being well apprifcci, that nothing but the abfolutc 
fubjection of Greece could fatisfy their pride and ambition. 
However, Polybius boldly took upon him his defence, and 
reprefcrUcd him as the greatcft man Greece had produced in 
latter times ; he owned, that he might perhaps have carried 
his zeal for the liberty of his country a little too far ; but that 
he had rendered the people of Rome confiderable ferviccs on 
various occ:>fions. The ten commiJlioncrs, at whofe tribunal 
he pleaded (o noble a caufc, moved with his reafons, but more 
with the gratitude he flicwcd in defending his matter, decreed, 

that 



Cha p. 20. Tie Hijiery of Achaia. 

that the ftatues of Philopgtmen fliould not be touched, and 
that his monuments fbould remain till they were over-turned 
by the deftroyer of all things. Polybius, taking the advantage 
of Mmmius's good difpofition, begged of him the ftatues of 
Aratus and Achaus the founder of the nation, which were 
granted him, though they had been already transported pyt pf 
Pehponnejus into Acarnania. At the fame time he gave a, 
fignal proof of hig difintcreftednefs, which gained him as much 
efteem among his countrymen, as his defending the memory 
of Pbihparmtn. After the deftru&ion of Corinth, the eflFe#$ 
of thofe who had been the authors of the infults offered tq 
the Roman ambaffadors were fold by auftion. When thofe of 
Pioeus were put up, the commiffioners ordered the qyasftqj 
who fold them, to let Polybius have out of them whatever fc* 
pleaftd, without taking any thing from him on that account^ 
But Polybius refufed the offer, faying, that he looked uppn it 
as a very di&onourabje thing to enrich himfelf with the fppil^ 
ef hisfejlow^eitizensfc. 

Th i s a£tton gave the commiffioners fuch an idea of his 
virtue and probity, that, upon their leaving Peloponnefiis, they 
appointed him to vifit all the cities of Grew* and every-whene 
fettle the new form of government. A very honourable 
commiffion, which he difcharged both to the fatisfa&ipn pf 
the fenate of Rome, and the people of Achaia, who qrefled 
many ftatues in honour of their benefactor, and among others 
one with this infcription : To the memory of Polybius, whofe 
counfels would have javed Achaia, if they had been followed 5 
and who comforted her in her dijirefs 1 . 

Mummius on bis return to Rome was honoured with a tri- 
umph, which was embelliflied with all the fineft paintings and 
fculptures that Greece had ever produced ; and as he had made 
an abfolute conqueft of Achaia, he ever after bore the furname 
of Acbaicus. Thus the Romans deftroyed every thing that 
gave them umbrage, and plundered other nations to enrich 
themfelves $ which was making war, notwithftanding their 
boafted politenefs, after the manner of Barbarians. From this 
time Achaia was governed, like the other Roman provinces, 
by a praetor fent thither annually from Rome, till the reign of 
Nero, who reftoredall Greece to the enjoyment of itsanticnt 
liberties, reducing at the fame time Sardinia to a Roman pro- 
vince, and laying on that wealthy ifland the tribute which A- 
chaia had paid »». By this means he favoured the Greeks with- 

k Polyb. in excerpt, p. 190. 192. 1 Pausan. in Achaic, 

°> Suet, in Nero. Pavsan. in Achaic Plin. I. 4. c. 6. Eutuop. 
c. 4. 
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out impairing the revenues of the empire. But they did not 
long enjoy the effe&s of his kindnefs, being foon after redu- 
ced by Veftafian to their former ftate of fubjeftion. This 
misfortune they brought anew upon themfelves by their dome- 
ftic broils and difcord, which could no otherwife be compofed, 
but by depriving them of that liberty, which they no longer 
knew how to enjoy n . Under Ner*va fome fhadow at leaft of 
their liberty was reftored to them ; but they were ftill govern- 
ed by a Roman prsetor, and alfo in Trajan's time, as appears 
from a letter of Pliny the younger to Maximus, who was fent 
to govern Achaia, wherein, after having exhorted him to ufe 
his power with moderation, he concludes, that it would be 
barbarous and inhuman to deprive the Achaans of that faint 
image, that fhadow which remained of their antient liberty °. 
In this condition they remained with little alteration till the 
reign of ConJia?itine the great, who in his new partition of 
the Roman provinces fubje&ed Achaia to the Prafeftus pra- 
torio for Illyricum. Upon the divifion of the empire, Achaia 
with the reft of Greece fell to the emperors of the eaft. Un- 
der Arcadius and Honcrius all thofe provinces fuffered greatly 
by the incurfions of the Goths, who under their king Alaric 
laid wafte the whole country, reducing theftately and magni- 
ficent ftru&ures, that were then remaining, to heaps of ruins p . 
From that time we find no account of any thing that pafled 
among them till the reign of the emperor Emanuel or Manu- 
el, who, in the twelfth century parcelling Peloponnefus out 
into feven principalities, divided it among his feven fons, Ai- 
ling them defpotes, or lords of Morea. Its refemblance to the 
leaf of a mulberry-tree, called in Greek Morea, and in Latin 
Morus-^ gave occafion to this appellation. In procefs of time 
the(e dynafties were not only beftowed on the emperors chil- 
dien and the princes of the blood, but alfo on fuch others as 
had diftinguifhed themfelves in the fervice of their country. 
In the thirteenth century, when Conjlantinople was taken by 
the weltern princes, the maritime cities of Peloponnefus, with 
moft of the i/lands, were allotted to the Venetians. In the 
fifteenth century Conjlantine Dracofes, defpote of Morea, be- 
ing raifed to the imperial throne, divided that province between 
his two brothers, Demetrius and Thomas, beftowing Sparta 
on the former, and Corinth on the latter. Thefe princes fal- 
ling out and making war upon each other, Mohammed II. 
took advantage of their divifions, and under pretence of af- 
fifting the one againft the other, ftripped them both of their 

B Pausan. ibid. *Plim. 1. S. epift. 24. p Stnksius 
epiit. 235. Claud j am, in Ruffin. 1. 2, 
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dominions. Thomas fled to Rome ; but Demetrius 9 who had 
implored the affiftance of the Barbarians againft his brother, 
was carried captive to Adrianople. The Mohammedans , hav- 
ing thus got footing in Morea, foon drove the Venetians from 
the cities they poflefled on the coaft, and made themfelves abfo- 
lutemafters of that fruitful province, holdings it till they were 
in their turn driven out by the Venetians^ under the conduct of 
general Morofini in 1687. By the treaty of Car low its in 
169c), the Barbarians yielded it up to the republic of Venice ; 
but retook it in 1715, and in their hands it ftill continues, 
being governed by a Sangiack, under the Beglerberg of Greece* 
who refides at Modon 
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«l repumic or Mtoiia ( <jj was, in the times we are ^ t0 . 
now writing of, next in power to that of Achaia^ and jj an cQn f e 
formed much linon the fame olan* beinz governed hv 



a general aflembly, a praetor, and other magiftrates of an in- 
ferior rank and authority. The general aflembly, called by 
the ancients Panatolium, met ufually only once a year, and 
that in autumn ; but the praetor was empowered to fummon it 
out of the ftated time upon any extraordinary occafion, the 
whole power of ena&ing laws, declaring war, making peace, 
and concluding alliances, being lodged in that court. Befides 
the Panatoliinn or great council of the nation, which con- 
fided of members chofen by each city of the Mtolian alliance, 
there was another called the council of the Apocleti \ this was 
compofed of the moft eminent men in the nation, their office 
angering that of the dcmiurgi among the Acharans y which 
we have fpokeof above : but as to their number we are quite 
in the dark. Their chief magiftrates after the prsetor the were 

* Vide. P. Coron el l i. defcrizion di Mores, Alassandro 
Locatelli. raconto della Vencta guerra in levante. 

(G) Under the name of Mtolia was formerly comprehended that 
country which is now called the Deffotat, or Little Greece. It was 
parted on the caft by the river E<vemts, now the Fidari, from the 

Locren/a Ozo/e ; on the weft from Acarnania by the Achelous ; on 
the north it bordered upon the country of the Dorians and part of 
Epirus, and on the fouth extended to the bay of Corinth. See the 
account we have given of the country and its inhabitants. Vol. V. 
p. 561, & icq, 

Z z z 2 the 
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tfic general of the hot fe, the public fecrdtary* and the EphorL 
The two firft were held in great efteem \ for in the laft alli- 
ance they concluded with the Romans , they, allowed them to 
chufe forty hoftages out of the whole nation, without excep- 
ting any but the general of the horfe and the fecretary, as if 
the republic could not fubfift without them. The Ephori 
were introduced in imitation of the Lacedemonians * with whom 
they were many agesftraitly united, as Thucydides, Xenophon^ 
and Polybius inform us ; but as to their number the ancients 
are quite filent ; their office was much the fame as that of the 
Spartan ephori, but they ailed in fubordinatioh both to the 
general diet and the praetor. The Mtolian confederacy was 
formed foipetime after that of the Achaans> whofe example 
they followed, uniting feveral cities, which were before inde- 
pendent of each other, into one republic, and thereby inabling 
themfelves to withftand the -attempts of the Macedonian prin- 
ces, who afpired to the fovereignty of all Greece*. 
Character The Mtolians were a reftlels and turbulent people; feldom 
°U y at peace among themfelves, and ever at War with their neigh- 
tolians. {j Qur £ . utter (hangers to all fenfe of friendfhip or principles 

of honour ; ready to betray their friends upon the ledft prof- 
pe£t of reaping any advantage from their treachery ; in fhbrt, 
they were looked upon by the other ftateS of Greece no other- 
wife, as our author informs u$ r , than as out-laws and publid 
robbers. On the other hand, they Were bold and enterptifing 
in war ; inur'd to labour and hardfhips ; undaunted in thd 
greateft dangers ; jealous defenders &( their liberties, ft>f 
which they were on all occafions willing to venture their lives, 
and facrifice all that was moll dear to them. They diftin- 
guiflied themfelves above all the other nations of Greece in Op- 
pofing the ambitious defigns of the Macedonian princes, who, 
after having reduced mod of the other ftates, were forced to 
grant them a peace upon very honourable terms. But the gal- 
lant behaviour of this warlike people, in defending the com- 
mon liberties of Greece againft thofe powerful invaders, we 
fhall have occafion to relate in the hiitory of Alexander and 
his fucceflbrs, as in a more proper place ; out prefent province 
being confined to thofe occurrences only that happened after 
they had formed themfelves into a republic. The conftitution 
of the Mtolian republic was, as we have hinted above, copi- 
ed from that of the Acbaans, and with a view to form, as it 
were, a counter-alliance. For the Mtolians bore an irrecon- 
cilable hatred to the Acbaans y and had conceived no fmall 
jcaloufy at the growing power of that ftate. The Ghomcnic 

r POIYB. 1. 2. r POLYB. 1. 4^ 

war 
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war and that of the allies, called the facial war, which we 
have defcribed in the hiftory of Achaia, were kindled by the 
Mtolians in the heart of Peloponnefus, with no other view, 
but to humble their antagonifts the Achaans. In the latter 
they held out, with the affiftance only of the Eleans and Lace- 
demonians, for the fpace of three years, againft the united for- 
ces of Achaia and Macedon ; but were obliged at laft to pur- 
chafe a peace, by yielding up to Philip all Acarnania. A$ 
they parted with this province fore againft their will, they 
watched all opportunities of wrefting it again out of the Ma- 
cedonian's hands; and one very favourable for their defign 
foon offered. 

M. Valerius Lavinus had been appointed by the Roman fe- 
hate to guard the coafts of Italy, on the fide of Greece, and 
to watch the motions of Philip, who, after concluding an al- 
liance with Hannibal, was preparing to pafs over into Italy, 
The Roman had under his command a fleet of fifty fhips of 
war, and a legion for land fervice. But as he was no-way in 
a condition with fo fmall a force to oppofe the defigns of Phi- 
lip, he caft his eyes on the Mtoliafis, who were highly diflatis- 
fied with the peace they had lately concluded with the Mace- 
donians and their allies. This general difcontent Lavinus re- 
folved to improve to the advantage of his republic ; and by 
ftirring up the Mtolians againft Philip to divert him from any 
attempts upon Italy. As he was therefore then cruifing with 
his fquadron on the coafts of Greece, he invited fome of the 
Mtolians on board, and entering into private conference with 
them, found that it would be no difficult matter to engage 
the whole nation in the interefts of Rome. To this end he 
went to their general aflembly, where he gave them an ac- 
count of the victories Rome had lately gained over Hannibal, 
and the conquefts of Marcellus in Sicily \ he extolled the great 
generofity and conftant fidelity of the Romans towards their 
allies ; adding, that the Mtolians might expcft to be ever 
ldoktupon with an eye of diftindtion by Rome, if they were 
the firft nation beyond the feas that joined her ; that Philip 
Was a dangerous neighbour, and his over-grown power would 
f>rove fatal to them, urilefs they were fupportcd by fome 
more potent ftate; that the Romans in conjunction with the 
ALtolians would eafily oblige him to quit Acarvania, which 
he had ufurped, and keep himfelf upon the defenfive in his 
own dominions. He concluded his fpeech by alluring them, 
that if they entered into engagements with Rome, Philip flioukl 
nevet obtain a peace, without reftoring Acarnania to its for- 
mer awnen 

« Faft. capit. Liv. 1. 26. c. 24— : 6. 
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ScopaSy at that time praetor of the Mtolians, and Dorima*- 
thus, a man of great authority, firongly enforced the argu- 
ments and promifes made by Lcevinus y expatiating in com- 
mendation of the Romans, with all the eloquence which they 
were mafters of j for Lcsvinus out of modefty had faid but little 
in commendation of his republic. Thefe two chiefs were not 
only for entering into an alliance with the Romans, but for 
fending deputies to the neigh beuring ftates, inviting them to 
accede to the fame alliance. Accordingly they fent ambafTa- 
dors to Elis (H), Lacedemon, and Attalus king of Pergamus 
(I) ; to Pleura tus (K), and Scerdelaidas king of the beft part 
of Illjricum. In the fenate of Lacedemon two orators, Cblce- 
ncas and Lycijcus, made long harangues, the firft in favour 
of the JEtolians and Romans, the other in favour of king 
Philip*-) but the ALtolians carried their point, and Lacede- 
mon with Elis declared for Rome \ the kings Pleuratus and 
Scerdelaidas followed the example of Lacedemon \ fo that the 
treaty was drawn up in thefe words : 4t If the Inhabitants of 
4t Elis, the Lacedemonians, Attalus, Pleuratus, and Scerde- 
64 laidas, think fit to enter into an alliance with the Romans, 
44 let them immediately arm, and make war upon Philip. 
44 The Romans ihafl furniflj the confederates with twenty 
(hips at leaft j all the conquefts that flball be made between 
44 the confines of AStolia and the fea of Corcyra fhall belong 
44 to the confederates, and the captives and booty to the Ro- 
46 mans. The latter fliall do their utmoft to put the JEto~ 
44 lians in pofleffion of Acarnania. The JEtolians fhall not 
conclude a peace with Philip, but upon condition that he 
withdraw his troops from the territories of Rome and her 

allies, nor the Romans with Philip, but upon the fame 
44 terms " 



44. 
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» Vide Polyb. 1. ix. c. zz — 23. w Lit. 1. xxvi. c. 24. 

(H) See an account of this country Vol. V. p. 552, & feq. The 
grcateft part of this province bears now the name of Belvedere, as 
does Elis its capital. This country was antiently dedicated to 
Jupiter Olympiusy whence to commit there any acts of holtility was 
deemed a great profanation. 

(I) Attalus mentioned here is Attalus the firft, who fucceeded 
his father Eumenes the firft, brother to Philetcerus. Philetcerus was 
treafurer to Lyfimachus king of Thrace ; but afterwards acquired 
the dominion of Pergamus, which he erected into a little ftate, as 
we fliali fee in the hiftory of the kings of Pergamus. 

(K) Li<vy { 1 3) makes this Pleuratus one of the kings of Thrace*, 
but Polybius ("peaks of him as king of a country in lllyricum (14;. 

(13 s . Li-v. I. xxvi. c. 24. (ij) Polyi. /. ix. r. 23. 

These 
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These articles were not figned till two years after, when Year of 
they had been confirmed by the Mtolians at Olympia^ and the the Ft 
fenate at Rome, This delay was occalioned by the dilatori- 3788. 
nefs of the Romans in fending ambafiadors into /Etolia* When ^fow 
they were ratified and confirmed by both nations, the fenate thrift 
ordered them to be placed in the eapitol, as a lafting monu- tllm 
ment of their firft alliance with the Greek nation. However, 
hoftilities began as foon as the treaty was concluded : Laevi- 
nus feized on the ifland and city of Zacynthus (L), took M- 
niadeSy and alfo Nafus (M), two cities of Acarnania, and re- 
ftored them to the Mtolians. After this he returned with his 
fleet to Corcyra, where he wintered, fully perfuaded, that 




taly. 



invading 



The king was at Fella, making preparations For his expe- 
dition into Italy, when news was brought him of the new 
treaty concluded by the JEtslians* Whereupon he altered 
his meafures, and refolved to fall upon his new enemies the 
ne&fummer. Accordingly he took the field early in the 
fpring, laid wafte the Mtolian territories, and then marched 
back his forces into Macedon, in order to oppofe the Moedi 
(N), who were ready to fall upon his dominions. During 
his abfence Scopas^ then prastor and general of the JEtolians y 
entered /tcarnania, in hopes of reducing that country before 
Philip could return to their affiftance. This conqueft had 
been begun the laft campaign by Lcevinus, who had taken 
Mniada and Nafay and was now near 'enough to affiit the 

* Liv. ibid. 



(L) This is an ifland in the Ionian fea over-againft Pehptnnenis i 
and is now called Zante. It is faid to have borrowed ics name 
from Zacyvtbus the fon of Dardanus. We muft not confound it 
with another ifland bearing the fame name in the Archipelago or 
JEgean fea (15). 

(M) Najfus or Nafus was a city of Jcamania not far from the 
mouth of the Achelous. There were two cities that bore the name 
of JEniada ; one in Acarnanla on the hnian fea near the mouth 
of the Achelous : This city, according to our modern travellers is 
now called Dragomefto ; the other was, according to Stephanas, in 
Thrace, not far from mount Oeta. 

(N) The Matdi pofleffed a part of Thrace beyond mount JW»- 
dope, and therefore Ptolemy calls their country Medica % but others 
give it the name of Macedonian Greece, becauie it bordered on Ma- 
cedonia on the fide of the JEgean fea. 

(1 j) Paufan. in Arcad, Stra&o, /. x, 

A-', ioi.ans 
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Mtolians with his fleet and legion. The Acarnanians were 
fenfible, that they could not oppofe two fuch powerful nations 
at the fame time ; but neverthelefs refolved to ftand to their 
defence, and fell their lives at the deareft rate. Accordingly 
having fent into Epirus all their women, children, and fuch 
as were not able to bear arms, thofe who remained from 
the age of fifteen to threefcore bound themfelves by oath, 
not to return home till they had utterly deftroyed the Mto*» 
Hans . They only defired the Epirots to place the aflies of 
thofe, who fbould fall in battle, in one tomb with the follow* 
ing epitaph : Here lie the Acarnanians, who died fighting for 
their country ^ in oppojition to the violence and injujlice of the 
-Mtolians. This refolution fo terrified theJEtolians, that they 
returned home without offering to enter the borders of Acar* 
fjania, or to do any thing that might provoke a people re- 
folved to conquer or die J. 

The Mtolians , not daring te invade Acarnania^ turned 
their arms againft Anticyra fO), a city of the Locri, and in 
the neighbourhood of JEtolia. This place they invefted by 
land, and Lcevinus at the feme time by fea; as it was bat* 
tpred night and day on all fides, it was foon obliged to fur* 
render at difcretion. Lcevinus^ purfuant to the treaty, deli* 
vered up the city to the /Etolians y referving for his own 
troops the captives and the plunder. The Mtolians^ flufh* 
ed with this fuccefs, leaving Lcevinus at Anticyra, entered 
Achaia, and there committed fuch ravages as obliged Philip 
to leave Demetrias fP), where he was encamped, and draw 
near to Greece. On his march he met the JEtolian army 

* Idem, L xxvi. c. 25. . 

(O) Anticyra Rood near the river Sperchtus over-againft mount 
Octa. Its territory bordered upon Tbeffaly, and near it was an 
ifland of the fame name, abounding, as Pliny informs us (16% with 
hellebore. Ptolemy and Strabo mention another city bearing the 
fame name in Phocis, near Criffa on the confines of Baeotia 

(?) The city of Demetrius, now Dtmitriada, was built by Deme- 
trius Poliorcetes on the fea coaft of Tbeja/y, near the territory of the 
Magnefians. Pliny confounds this city with that of Pegafa ; but 
Strabo and Ptolemy make them two different cities, and place them 
both at the entrance of the Pegafaus Jims, now the gulf of Armiro. 
Demetrius was for fome time the feat of the kings of Macejon 
08). 

(16) PJiti. /, xxv. (17) Strabo, /. ix. (18) Strabo, 

ibid. 

i commanded 
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comipgnded hy Pyrrbins 7 prsetof fas that year (<^), who had 
advanced as fer ^Tite/faty to gim tjie MwAtemfis >attl?. 
The two armies met near Lamia* a city of Phthiotis in the 
Mtolian intereft* Pyrrhias had been reinforced with a 

flfong detachment of "king Jttalus 9 $troo$s> and a thoufand; 
legionaries fen* him by P. Sulpicius, who had fucceeded 

vf*uw as pro-praptor of Greece. Nothwithftanding this rein- 
forcement the Mttlians were twice defeated, and forced to 
fete themfelvei under the walls of Lamia. After this vicSto- 
^&lr7*j> encamped in the neighbourhood of Phalara near 
outh of the SpertkiuS) with a defign to furprize a ftrong 
detachment of St'ilm. cavajry* which., was to return from 
_~ * ' aqtf pafs that way. But while he was encamped 
fcjjp, arnhg^dqrs arrived irqm Ptqtemy : Philopater king pf 
$FJji& attended with 3 great nunrber of deputies frpm the 
iflantjs of Chm and Rhodes and the city of Athens. Their, 
errand was to prevail on Philip and the £ to Hans tp pat gift 
end to the war, -This was not fo much out of good will ta 
the latter, as jealoufy of the former, who, by reducing the 
MtotianS) might eafily enflave all Greece, and have a ready 
aecefs to the cities which Ptokmy poflefied out pf Egypt. 
Philip put off the' cphferenCes till the next diet of the 4$*- 
ansy and in the 'rheafo 'time granted the Mtolians a truce of 
thirty, days, . la this interval Philip w$> inyjteo! by the Greek's 

to prefide at the Herman (R) aud wmadTi ^rpes. This 

. . t - adiftip^ipA 

(QJ Thp pnssoiftip of the J$tq!i<w ffias, Recording tq Lhy 
(ig), divided b^wcep Pyrrhias *nd king .^//#fe/; jhe general af- 



fcmbly of the M tfm* having heftowed that honour upon the king 
of PergWH** though th§n ahfent. *. 

(R) The ffrr*** ga^M, or ffer*m fcfiiKals, were celebrated 
by the Argims with extraprdjn^ry PWP and.Wgni%nce. They 
w#ft called H*r*<*n from the <?r/*i word ''flp*, fignifying 
whop the injh^hityfl&i pf ^rga/zV wprfhipped as thejr tutelary god- 
deft, and in whofe honour this feftivaj was firft inftituted. The 
ceremony confiHed in a pompous prgceflion made by the Argian 
youth under arms. The ftatue of Juno % which was of ivory and 
gold, and thought Qne of the beft performances of the famous Po« 
lyclemsy was carried in a chariot drawn by two white oxen. In the 
driver's feat was placed the imfige of one Trocbi/us the fon of Cal- 
lithta % w to was the firil prieftefs of Juno Argiva. This miniilry, 
which Wiis granted to none but women of great diftintfion, was 
keld in fuch efteein among fhe Argians, that they dated their pub- 
lic afts by the priefthoods of the priefteffes of Juno t as we do by 

(19) LiVu U xxvii. c. 30. 
Vol.. VI. 4 A the 
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Mtolians with his fleet and legion. The Acarnanians were 
fenfible, that they could not oppofe two fuch powerful nations 
at the fame time; but neverthelefs refolved to ftand to their 
defence, and fell their lives at the deareft rate. Accordingly 
having fent into Epirus all their women, children, and fuch 
as were not able to bear arms, thofe who remained from 
the age of fifteen to threefcore bound themfelves by oath, 
not to return home till they had utterly deftroyed the Mto~ 
hans . They only deftred the Epirots to place the allies of 
thofe, who fhould fall in battle, in one tomb with the follow- 
ing epitaph : Here lie the Acarnanians, who died fighting for 
their country, in oppofttion to the violence and injujlice of the 
-#itolians. This refolution fo terrified the Mtolians, that they 
returned home without offering; to enter the borders of Acar- 
nania, or to do any thing that might provoke a people re- 
folved to conquer or die T. 

The Mtolians, not daring to invade Acarnania, turned 
their arms againft Anticyra (O), a city of the Locri, and in 
the neighbourhood of JEtolia. This place they inverted by 
land, and Leevinus at the fame time by fea ; as it was bat*- 
tered night and day on all fides, it was foon obliged to fur* 
render at difcretion. Leevinus, purfuant to the treaty, deli* 
vered up the city to the JEtolians, referving for his own 
troops the captives and the plunder. The JEtolians, flufh- 
ed with this fuccefs, leaving Leevinus at Anticyra, entered 
Achoia, and there committed fuch ravages as obliged Philip 
to leave Demetrias (T), where he was encamped, and draw 
near to Greece. On his march he met the JEtolian army 

T Idem, 1. xxvi. e, 25. 

(O) Anticyra flood near the river Sperckius over-againft mount 
Octa. Its territory bordered upon Thetfaly, and near it was an 
ifland of the fame name, abounding, as Pliny informs us (16), with 
hellebore. Ptolemy and Strabo mention another city bearing the 
fame name in Pbocis, near Crijfa on the confines of Baotia ( 1 7). 

(P) The city of Demetrias, now Dimttriada, was built by Deme- 
trius Poliorcetes on the fea coaft of Tbejfaly, near the territory of the 
Magncjians. Pliny confounds this city with that of Pega/a ; but 
Strabo and Ptolemy make them two different cities, and place them 
both at the entrance of the Pegafeus Jinus, now the gulf of Armiro. 
Demet/ias was for Come time the feat of the kings of Mace don 

08,. 

(16) Pirn. A xxv. (17) Strabo, I. ix (18) Strabo, 

ibid. 
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advanced as far as Thejaly to give the Ma, 
The two armies met near Lamia y a city of Phthiotis in the 
J&tolian intereft. Pyrrhias had been reinforced with a 
ftrong detachment of king Jttalus's troops, and a thoufand 
legionaries fent him by i\ Sulpieius, who had fucceeded Lee- 
vinus as pro-prastor of Greece. Nothwithftanding this rein- 
forcement the Mtolians were twice defeated, and forced to 
fare themfelves under the walls of Lamia. After this victo- 
ry Philip encamped in the neighbourhood of Pbalara near 
tne mouth of the Sperchius, with a defign to furprize a ftrong 
detachment of Mtolian cavalry, which was to return from 
Thejfaly, and p^fs that way. But while he was encamped 
here, amhafladors arrived from Ptolemy Philopater king of 
Egypt y attended with a great number of deputies from the 
iilands of Chios and Rhodes and the city of Athens. Their 
errand was to prevail on Philip and the Mtolians to put an 
end to the war. This was not fo much out of good will to 
the latter, as jealoufy of the former, who, by reducing the 
Mtolians, might eafily enflave all Greece, and have a ready 
accefs to the cities which Ptolemy pofTefled out of Egypt. 
Philip put off the conferences till the next diet of the Achat- 
ans, and in the mean time granted the Mtolians a truce of 
thirty days. In this interval Philip was invited by the Greeks 
to prefide at the Heraan (R) and Nemccan games. This was. 

a diftin&ion 

(QJ The prsetorfliip of the JEtolians \yas, according to Lwj 
{19), divided between Pyrrhias and king Attalus ; the general af- 
iembly of the jEtdiqns having beftowed that honour upon the king 

of Pergamm, though then ?ibfent. 

(R) The Herman games, or Heraan feftivals, were celebrated 
by the Argtans with extraordinary pomp and magnificence. They 
were called Heraan from the Greek word"Hp»j, fignifying Juno, 
whom the inhabitants of Argolis worftiipped as their tutelary god- 
defs, and in whofe honour this fellivai was firft inltituted. The 
ceremony conlifted in a pompous proceflion made by the Argian 
youth under arms. The ftatue of Juno, which was of ivory and 
gold, and thought one of the bell performances of the famous /V 
lycUtus, was carried in a chariot drawn by two while oxen. In rhe 
driver'* feat was placed the image of one Trocbilus the Ion of Gi/- 
lithea, who was the fir it prieltefs of Juno A r gin; a. This miniilry, 
which was granted to none but women of great diflinftion, was 
keld in fuch elteem among the Argtans, that they dated their pub- 
lic afts by the priefthoods of the prielteffes or Juno, as we do by 

(19) Liv. I. xxvii. c. 30. 
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a diffinckion, which the Greeks had fhewrt him, and confirm- 
ed by their fuffrages, pretending that the firft king of Ma- 

cedon 

the reigns of our kings. The Argian youth marched in good or- 
der from the city of Argos to the temple of Juno, which flood at a 
fmall diftance, and was one of the moil ftately edifices of Greece. 
Upon their arrival at the temple an hundred oxen were facrificed, 
and their flefli diftributed among all that were prefent. When 
the religious ceremonies were over, the fports began, and the 
youth entered the lifts, difputing the honour 'of carrying off a 
buckler which was fixed to the wall of the city. ' The conqueror 
was rewarded with a crown of myrtle, and walked through the ci- 
ty for feveral days fucceffively, amidft the acclamations of his fel- 
lowxitizens, making a (hew of the buckler he had gained. Some 
afcribe the inftiturion of thefe games to Archinus tyrant of Argos, 
and others to Lync^us, who is fold to hav-e: reigned in Argolh in 
the year of the world 2558. -The tieraari games were common to 
fome other nations, of Grtece, and alfo to the iflanders, namely to 
the inhabitants of S/ims 9 jEgin*,: ana* Cos. At Corinth this cere- 
mony had the air of a mournful one ; it being a received tradition 
among them, that Mcdaa, after having ^killed her children, infti- 
tuted the Herman games, by way of atonement for her crime. The 
Corinthians therefore renewed the memory, of her cruelty by facri- 

ficing a goat to Juno^o). 

As to the Nematan games, moft of; the antients agree, that they 
were inftituted in honour of Archemorus, the fon -of Lycus, accord- 
ing to fome, or of Lycurgus king of Thrace, as others will have it. 
We are told, that an army of Argians, commanded by Adraftus 
king of Argos, being ih great diftreiV for want of water as they 
were marching towards Thebes to affift Po/ynices, addreffed the nurfe 
of the young prince Arehemorus, whom they accidentally met, and 
that (he laying down the child flic had in Her arms, -on a branch of 
fmallage, out 6f companion led the thirfty foldiers to a fountain. 
But in the mean time a Terpent attacked arid put to death the child, 
before Adraftus and his Argians could bring him any relief. How- 
ever, to allay the grief of Lycurgus for the death of his fon, they 
inftituted folcmn games in honour of the deceafed, which were firft 
celebrated near Nemsra, a city of Argo/is. Some fay they were re- 
newed annually, others every five years, and others every tenth 
year. Many are of opinion, that they were inftituted before the 
Theban war ; but all agree, that they were revived by Hercules, and 
confecrated to Jupiter in thanlcfgiving for his vittory over the Ne- 
»MTa*: lion (21). Eufebius U of opinion, that they were inftituted in 
the fifty-firft olympiad (22 . This feftival was celebrated with 
fports, namely chariot-races, foot and horfcraccs, tournaments, 

1 

(20) V i:u fan in Cjrhth. Sttidas, Pol\'<r>i. Ath'i/.i'US, ScC. (z\) 
Ptufatt. ubi fvf'ia. (zz) Lujlb in Chi on. 
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cedon was a native xA Greece. In this ftation the king behav- 
ed like a voluptuous prince, and purfued debauchery to ex- 
cefs. But atf 'laft the diet was held, which drew him from 
his pleafures to Rblum, the place appointed for the aftembly. 
The negotiations began, and moft of the nations engaged in 
the war inclined to a reconciliation, fearing Attains and the 
Romans would take advantage of their divifions, and get 
footing in Greece. At the opening of the affembly one of the 
orators exhorted the contending parties to mutual concord, 
in a fpeech, which is preferved to this day, and may be 
looked upon as a mafter-piece of the kind 2 . The difcourfe 
moved the whole affembly, and it was no fconcr ended 
but Philip's ambaffadors were introduced, who declared, 
that their mafter was ready to give peace to Greece, if the 
Mtolians would confent to it, and charged them with all the 
evils that would inevitably attend the profecution of the war. 
The NjtolianSy however, < came to no refolution ; and in the 
mean time news was brought them, that Attalus was arrived 
with his fleet at the ifland of Mgina (S), and Sulpicius with 
his at Naupaftus (T), which, made the Rtollans put an end 

to 
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boxing, wreftling,£ff c. The conqueror in any of thefe exercifes 
was rewarded with; a crown o£ olive, and alfo of fmallage, which 
was made ufe of in funeral ceremonies, and renewed the memory 
of the death of Archemorus. Clemens Alexandrinus informs us, that 
on this occafion an orator ufed to pronounce a funeral oration in ho- 
nour of the young prince, and that the judges, appointed by the 
cities of Greece to diftribute the rewards, were clad in mourning. 
Thefe games were common to the Argians, Corinthians, and the 
inhabitants of Cleon* 9 who had a right to chufe the prefident by 
turns (23 ). 

(S) JEgina, now Engi a and Legina, or Lalona, is an ifland in the 
ASgea7t fea, between the territory of Athens and that of Epidawus, 
in the Saronic gulf, to which it gives its name. It is about thirty 
fix miles in circumference, and was antiently famous for the (kill of 
its inhabitants in fea affairs, and its athletic or wreltlers. Stephanus 
takes it for one of the Cyclada y and Tzetzcs for one of the Sporades ; 
but they are both millaken, as is plain from Strabo and Paufa- 
hias (24 ). 

(T) NaupaSus or Naupaflum was formerly a confidenble city in 
Mlolia. The prefent inhabitants call it Epattos or Ntpaft-js. rhr 
Turks Einebacli, and the Italians L' panto. It Itood near Antir 

(23) Pan fan. Aihrn,rut % Pul,.rn. CjV. ubi fupra. (if* '»«#**■■/, 
/. 8. Pa. 1 an. in C'jrinth. 
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to the conferences. For they declared,that they would confent 
to no peace, unlefs Pylos (U) was reftorfed to the MeJJintans, 
Atintania (W) to the Romans, and the country of the Ardi- 
arts (X), to Pleuratus and Scerdelaidas. This was giving law 
to all Greece, which fo incenfed Philip that he left the afTem- 
bly, after having made a fhort fpeech, wherein he acquainted 
them, that he was fincerely delirous of peace, and would 
hearken to any reafonable propofals, but could not by any 
means brook fuch infiilts, meaning the terms propofed by the 
J&tolians, from thofe he had conquered a . 
Year of The aflembly being difmiffed, the king went to Argos to 
the Flood prefide in the Nemaan games, as he had lately done in the 
2791. Heraan. But while he was giving himfelf up, without re- 

Before 
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rhium, within the Crijfaan bay, and was called Naupaclum, becaufe 
the Heraclid* built there the firft (hip that carried them into Pelo- 
pome/us. It firfl belonged to the Locri Ozol* ; but they were driven 
out by the Athenians, who gave it to the Mejffenians, whom the La- 
cedemonians had obliged to abandon P eloponnefus . After the battle 
of JEgos Potamos the Lacedemonians took it from the Mejfenians, and 
reunited it to the Locri. Afterwards Philip, the father of Alexan- 
der, having feized it, beftowed it upon the JEtolians, and from that 
time it was always deemed a city of JEtolia(2$)* 

(U) We find three cities mentioned by the antients bearing the 
name of Pylos. The lirft flood on the weftern cbaft of Me/fenia 
over-againft Sphagia or Spae?eria 9 now Saprenza, a fmall ifland in 
the Ionian fea. The fecond was fitoate more to the north in Try* 
phzlia, a province of Elis. The third flood more to the northward 
of the other two. Not far from the mouth of the river Penens. 
Thefe three cities laid claim to the honour of having been governed 
by the famous Nefior the fon of Neleus. It is very plain, that the 
city of Pylos in Mejfenia was the fubjeft of difpute between Philip 
and the Mtolians ; for the Mejfenidns could have no pretenfions to 
the two latter cities, which belonged to the Eleans, in whofe terri- 
tory they flood (26). 

(W) The Atintanes, according to Thacydides (27), inhabited part 
of the country of the Molojp ; but Livy and Polyhius place them on 
the confines of Maeedon towards lllyricum. 

(X) The Atyaans or Ardians inhabited the eaftern part of Illy- 
ricum 5 they had been conquered by Pbi/ip,who united their country 
to Maeedon. 



(zip Straho, /. 9. Pan/an. in 

Mcffcn.& Eliac.fccundo Tbncyd. 

L 1 1. c. 40. Liv. I. zy.c. 30. 



Phoeicis. (26) Vide Paujan. in 
I. 4. (27) Thttcyd. ibid. Pchjb. 
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ftramti, to the enjoyment of fuch diverfions as wwe no-ways 
feafbnable in times of war and alarms, the proconful Sulpi- 
atis fetting out from Naupaftus landed between Skyan and 
Corinth, and being joined by the JEtolians laid wafte all that 
fertile country. This uncxpe&ed invafion obliged the king 
to interrupt his diverfions and take the field. His arrival 
ftruck the enemy with fuch terror, that, leaving the booty 
behind, they haftened to their Ihips, and re-embarked for 
Naupattus. Philip returned to the games, where he was 
received with an univerfaJ applaufe, the circus, the theatre, 
and all the ftreets of the city ringing with his name. But he 
gaihed more on the affe&ions of the Greeks^ who were zea- 
lous republicans, by his affable behaviour, and the popular airs 
he affe&ed, than by his victories. He appeared at the fhews 
without his diadem, purple robe, or any other enfigns of 
royal dignity ; a fight very pleafing to the inhabitants of free 
cities b. 

Some days after the games, news was brought him that 
the city of Dyme on the confines of Elis had declared for the 
JEtolians^ though it ftood in Peloponnefus, and had received 
an JEtolian garifon. Hereupon Philip croffing the Larijfus 
(Y) entered the territory of £lis 9 ravaged the country, 
and encamped under the very walls of the capital. But he 
was foon obliged by the Ramans and Mtolians to retire at a 
greater diltance, as we have related in the hiftory of Achate. 
However, het6ok by ftorm, in fight of the Romans and /Eto- 
lians, a ftrong hold of great importance, where he found a ve- 
ry confiderable booty. While he wa« dividing the prey a- 
mong his foldrers, advice was brought him, that the Darda- 
nians had entered Macedon^ and poffofled themfelves of a fmall 
diftridt called Orejlida (Z) ; that the Dajfaratahzd revolted, 
and that feveral cities were ready to join the rebels. The 
Barbarians had been encouraged to fliake off the yoke, and 
invade the kingdom of Macedon, by a falfc report of the king's 

bPoLYB.&Liv. ibid. 

■ 

(Y) The Larijuj, now the Rifo, divided Elis from Acbaia pro- 
pria i it watered the territory of Dyme t and fell into the Ionian 
fea. 

{X) Oreflida was a country in the fouth-weft part of Nacedov* 
Oreftes^ having fled into this country after the murder of his mo- 
ther Qytemnejha y built a city there, and gave his own name co the 
province. It bordered upon Epirus t the country of the Atititan<s, 
and the Adriatic fea (28). 

(28) Thucyd. I. 2. I.i<v. I. 27. c. 31. 

''."•nth. 
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death. Philips in purfuing the Roman and Mtolian foragers 
between Corinth and Sicyon, had ftruck his head againft a tree 
with fuch violence, that he broke his helmet in pieces. Thefe 
pieces were gathered up by an /Etolian, and brought to Seer- 
delaidas, who knew that they belonged to the king's helmet : 
and hence arofe the report, that Philip had been killed in a 
battle in which he had gained the advantage, His prefence 
therefore being neceflary in his own dominions, he haftened 
home, leaving only a body of three thoufand men to protect 
his friends in Greece c. 

During his abfence, the Romans > Mtolians, and king 
Attalus poffefled themfelves of Oreum, Opus^ T'orone, Tribo- 
nos, and Drymus. Whereupon ambafTadors being difpatched 
to him from all the nations that were in his alliance, he fet- 
tled the affairs of Macedon in the beft manner he could, and 
matched back with incredible expedition into Greece. Upon 
his arrival Attains re-embarked his forces and returned to Per- 
gamus, Sulpicius, having but one legion on board, retired 
to the ifland of JEgina, and the Mtolians, thus abandoned by 
their allies, were forced to fhelrer themfelves in their ftrong 
holds, not being able to make head againft the united forces 
of Macedon and Achaia y with the afiiftance of the Lacedemo* 
nians alone. Philip being thus left mafter of the field, re- 
took mod of the cities which had been reduced in his abfence, 
laid wafte great part of JEtolia, put the Lacedemonians to flight, 
and then, as winter was drawing near, marched his forces 
back into Macedon. Early in the fpring he returned into 
Greece, and, entering /Etolia at the head of a numerous army, 
obliged the Mtolians to conclude a peace upon very difadvan- 
A general tageous terms. The Romans, employed in a more impor- 
peace con- tant war at home, had left their friends in Greece to fhift for 
eluded themfelves j but neverthelefs took it very much amifs, that 
Yr»r of t fo e y j la( j mac j e a p eace without their confent and approbation. 

Sempronius the pro-conful endeavoured to ftir them up anew 
*' againft Philip, but to no purpofc, they were quite cxhaufted 
Cift with fuch an expcnfive war, and no ways in a condition to 

lend the pro-conful any afliftance. He therefore altered hii 
meafures, and inftead of making war began to treat with the 
king and his allies of a peace, which was foon agreed on by 
the mediation of the Epirots d . 

This pence was not of long continuance ; for the Ri~ 
nuns havinir, a few years after, refolved upon a war with 
Philip, lent Furius Purpurea into /Etolia to engage that na- 

c Pol v n. & Li v. ibid. Li v. I. 30. c. 7. 
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tion a-new in the interefts of Rome, Furius was attended by 
the envoys of Athens, a city greatly addi&ed to the Romans ; 
and at the fame time ambafladors from Philip arrived with 
very advantageous' propofals, in cafe the JEtelians would ei- 
ther join their matter ; or ftand neuter. The Mtolian nation 
was never more honoured than at this time, when they faw 
their friendfhip and alliance courted by a great king and two 
powerful republics. On the arrival of the ambafladors an ex- 
traordinary diet was convened at Naupadus, whither the en- 
voys from Rome, from* Athais, and from Philips immediate- 
ly reforted. Damocritus prefided in the diet in quality of 
prsetor ; and as he had been bribed by Philips he diredted, 
that the Macedonians fhould be heard before the Romans ; his 
pretext for this preference was, that the alliance between 
Philip and Mtoiia was yet frefh, and had been but lately con- 
cluded. The fpeech made by the Macedonian ambafTadors 
was full of inve£tives againft the Romans, they enlarged on 
their proceedings at Rhegium, Capua, and Tarcntum, as in- 
stances of their treachery and cruelty ; and concluded with 
exhorting the /Etolians to obferve the conditions of peace, 
which they had concluded a few years before with Philip, 
The Athenians, who fpoke next, endeavoured to efface the 
inipYeffions which this difcourfe had made': they expatiated, 
in an aife£ting manner, on the cruelty and impiety of Philip, 
who, according to his barbarous method of making war, had 
{hewn no regard to the auguft temples of the Gods, or the 
venerable tombs of the dead ; they extolled the courage and 
piety of the Romans 5 and, laftly, conjured the /Etolians to 
join in the common caufe of the two mo ft formidable powers, 
Heaven and Ro??ir. Afterwards Purpurea was heard, and his 
fpeech chiefly turned on juftifying the conduct of the Romans, 
w ; ith regard to the three cities mentioned bv the Macedonian 
orator ; he expatiated on the lenity and moderation (hewn by 
his republic to the Carthaginians, and returned the reproaches 
of cruelty upon Philip ; he did not forget the advantages, 
which the confular armv had already trained over the kinir : 
and, laftiy, advifed the /Etolians to lay hold of the prefent 
opportunity of renewing their confederacy with the Romans, 
unlefs they chofc rather to pcrilh with Philip, than conquer 
with Rome c . 

The diet was inclined to favour the Romnns ; but Damo- 
critus iufpended their determination, bv d.-cl.irin^, that no- 
thing which related to peace or war could be rclolvej upon 
cut of a general diet, which thij was not. The ain'ul pr;e- 
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tor made a merit with his countrymen of his addrefs in. this af- 
fair, pretending, that his defign was oply to gain time, till 
he could judge which of the two contending parties was moil 
likely to prevail, and then join the ftrongeft f . 
The JEto- Ju the mean time, the proconful Sulpicius having pene- 
lians again trated into the king's dominions, and defeated him near Qc- 
join in al- to i 0 pbu m , the Italians at laft determined to fide with the 
c f t conqueror, and accordingly, in conjun&ion with Aminander 
Romans °^ **** Athamanes^ (A) made an irruption into Mac f don y 

and in ' anc * l a *d'fiege to Cercinium a city of Magnejia (B). This 
wade Ma- ^dw ifl v 3fion alarmed all the nations in the neighbourhood 
cedon. of the lake Boebis (C), who abandoning the country fled to 
Year the neighbouring mountains ; fo that the Mtolians finding no 
of the more booty there fell upon the province of Perabia, took 
Flood, the city of Cyretioe (D) by aflault, and obliged Mallow (E) 
2802. to take up arms, and join them againft the king of Macedon. 

Before 

' f Liv. ibid. c. 30. 

197. * 

(A) The Atbamanes had then a feparate diftricT: of their own, 
furrounded by Tbeffaly, Epirus, Acarnania y jEtolia, and Doris ; 
whence fome have made it a part of Ihefaly, others of Epirus : 
Pliny places it in jEto/ia ; Stepbanus makes it a part of Ittyrwim. 
According to Ptolemy it was divided frojrri Epirus by the bay of 
Jmbracia (29) ; and according to Strabo (30) from JEhUa, by the 
river Achekus. 

(B) Magnejia was a fnutfl country, lying at the eaftern extre- 
mity of Tbefaly, between the gulf of Armiro, and the Saronic gulf. 
Cercinium flood at the foot of mount QJb 9 pear the lake Bab is, be- 
tween Sotbuffa and the Macedonian fea (3 1). 

(C) The Jake Batbis, which fome place in Basotia, was near the 
confines of Magnejia, not far from mount OJfa. It is now called the 
lake of E/ero. 

(D) Ptolemy reckons Cyretia among the cities of Ejliotis, a coun- 
try of Tbefaly. San/on places it between the rivers Pamifus and 
Curalius. The Pamifus, now called Pontigna Maranta, falls into 
the Pencils. The Curalius, now Onocero, rifes in the province of 
Pelajgiotis, and empties itfelf into the fame Peneus. 

(E) Mallaa, or- Malia was a city of Pbtbiotis, not far from 
mount Oeta 9 and Thermopylae. Near it were the hot mineral waters 
mentioned by Catullus in his elegies. Some are of opinion, that 
the MaliacguM, now the gulf of Zehon, borrowed its name from 
this city (32). 

(2g N Ptol. I. 4. (30) Strabo s L 10. (31) Stiabo, I, 9. 

(32) StraboJ. 10. c. 13. 
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From Mulloea Aminandcrwzs for marching againfr Go?nphi (K), 
which was very near Athamania^ and might have been eafily 
reduced, as it was defended only by the inhabitants. But 
the M to Hans chofe rather to pillage TkeJ/a/y, than affift Ami- 
nandcr in taking a city, which was fo conveniently fituated 
to protect his final 1 dominions from the inroads of the Thejfa- 
lians. The Mtolians having entered Thejfaly, committed- 
there great devastations, dividing themfelves into fmall bodies, 
and lying down in the open fields without keeping guard, or 
fecuring themfelves wirh trenches. Aminander^ feeing he had 
reafon to apprehend fome fudden attack, being in an ene- 
my's country, advifed them to be upon their guard, and en- 
camp in a regular manner : But they defpifed his advice, 
and advancing to the very walls of Phaecadum (G), and there 
lying down on the grafs, gave themfelves up to eating and 
drinking, as if they had been in the heart of /FAolia. Here- 
upon Aminander thought it advifeable to withdraw to a riling 
ground about five hundred paces from the PFjoltans, and 
there fecure himielf with a ditch and rampart. He was fcarce 
gone, when Philip appeared at the head of a numerous body 
or* horfe, fell upon the JEto/ians^ and cut molt of them in 
pieces ; thofe that efcaped fled to Aminander'* $ camp, whi- 
ther they were purfued by the Macedonians. But Phihf, 
contrary to his expectation, finding the camp well fortified, 
and the Atha manes ready to receive him, put off the ait.ick 
to the next morning, his infantrv being tired with the long 
march they had taken to furprife the enemy. In the nighr, 
the few lEtolians that remained and the /Ithamanes decamped 
together, and under the conduit of Aminand?*' efcaped 
through by-ways, and arrived in their own count riV t . 
The next year they entered Thejfaly again, and touk the 

cities of (hmines and Angva at the fir ft onfet. From t Ik nee 
thev advanced to Thcuma, Calathcma, Achcrra* Xiraa, and 
C vhara (G), all which cities thev took and piibcrrd. Thus 
^re.u part of Thcffhly fell a prey to the molt cruel ..nd r.\mi- 

K Liv. 1. 31. c. 4.0. 

(F) The city of Gompbi was fituate in that part ol Thjiih which 
the anticnn call Ejliotis, near the fpringsof the Vcn.-ui {\ , . Ac- 
cording to Li*vy it was the ncareft city of TL-Ja/y to the confine id 

Epirus (34). 

(G) All thefc cities belonged toTleJftth; but we cannot h\c an,' 
.ertaiii account of their fuuation. 

(33) Strabo, I. 9. Pi n,i\ / »V f \ 
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tor made a merit with his countrymen of his addrefsi in. this af- 
fair, pretending, that his defign was ojily to gain time, till 
he could judge which of the two contending parties was moft 
likely to prevail, and then join the ftrongeft f . 
The JEto- i# the mean time, the proconful Sulpicius having pene- 
lians again | ra ied into the king*3 dominions, and defeated him near Qc~ 
join in al- t0 i o phum 9 the Italians at laft determined to fide with the 
''TT h coll< l uejror > anc * accordingly, in conjunction with Aminander 
Romans' ^' n » °^ Athamanes^ (A) made an irruption into Mac$don y 
«n°d in* anc * ** e & e t0 Gereimum z city of Magnefia (B). This 
wufr Ma- ^deia ii v ^6°n alarmed all the nations in the neighbourhood 
cedon. °^ **** kke JJwiii' (C), who abandoning the country fled to 
Year t^ e neighbouring mountains ; fo that the Mtolians finding no 
of the more booty there fell upon the province of Perabia, took 
Flood, the city of Cyretiw (D) by aflault, and obliged Mall<sa (E) 
2802. to take up arms, and join them againft the Jung of Macedon. 

Before 
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(A) The Athamanes had then a feparate diftritt of their own, 
furrounded by Theffaly, Epirus, Acarnania, JEtoiia, and Doris ; 

whence fome have made it a partofW^fo^, °*hers of Epirus : 
Pliny places it in JEtoiia ; Stephanas makes it a part of Ilhrtcum. 
According to Ptolemy it was divided from Epirus by the bay of 
Jmbraeia (29) j and according to Straho (30) from JEto/ia, by the 
river Achelaus* 

(B) Magnefia was a fmall country, lying at the eaftern extre- 
mity of Tbeffaly, between the gulf of Armiro, and the Saronic gulf. 
Cercinium flood at the foot of mount QJfk, near the lake Baits, be- 
tween Sotbuffa and the Macedonian fea (31). 

(C) The lake Balis, which fome place in Bceotia, was near the 
confines of Magnefia, not far from mount Qffa. It is now called the 

lake of Ejero. 

(D) Ptolemy reckons Cyretia among the cities of Efiiotis, a coun- 
try of Tbeffaly. San/on places it between the rivers Pami/us and 
Curalius. The Pami/us, now called Ponligna Maranta, falls into 
the Pcneus. The Curalius, now Onocero, rifes in the province of 
Pelafgiotis, and empties itfelf into the fame Peneus. 

(E) AtalU'a, or- Malta was a city of Phtbiotis, not far from 

mount Of/a, and Thermopylae. Near it were the hoc mineral waters 

mentioned by Catullus in his elegies. Some are of opinion, that 

the Ma/iacguii, now the gulf of Xenon, borrowed iu name from 
this city (32). 

(29 s * Ptol. I. 4. (30) Strabo, L 10. (31) Stl'abo, 1. 9. 

(3^) Strabo, I, 10. r. 13. 
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From Malice a Aminanderwzs for marching again ft Gompbi (F), 
which was very near Athamania y and might have been eafily 
reduced, as it was defended only by the inhabitants. But 
the Mtolians chofe rather to pillage Theffaly, than affift Ami- 
naJider in taking a city, which was fo conveniently fituated 
to protect his final! dominions from the inroads of the Tbejfa- 
Hans. The /Etclians having entered Thejfaly y committed- 
there great devaluations, dividing themfelves into fmall bodies, 
and lying down in the open fields without keeping guard, or 
fecuring themfelves with trenches, Aminander^ feeing he had 
reafon to apprehend fome fudden attack, being in an ene- 
my's country, advifed them to he upon their guard, and en- 
camp in a regular manner : But they defpifed his advice, 
and advancing to the very walls of Pbaecadum (G), and there 
lying down on the grafs, gave themfelves up to eating and 
drinking, as if they had been in the heart of jEtolia. Here- 
upon Aminander thought it advifeable to withdraw to a riling 
ground about five hundred paces from the IFAolians, and 
there fecure himielf with a ditch and rampart. He was fcarce 
gone, when Philip appeared at the head of a numerous body 
of horfe, fell upon the JEtoiians 9 and cut mo ft of them in 
pieces ; thofe that efcaped fled to Aminander 's camp, whi- 
ther they were purfued by the Macedonians, But Philips 
contrary to his expectation, finding the camp well fortified, 
and the Athamanes ready to receive him, put oft' the attack 
to the next morning, his infantry being tired with the long 
march they had taken to furprife the enemy. In the night, 
the few ULtolians that remained and the /Ithamanes decamped 
together, and under the conduit of Aminandv efcaped 
through by-ways, and arrived in their own count r it- 15 . 

The next year they entered Tbrjfhly again, and took the 
cities of ' Cymines and Angea at the fuft onfet. From thence 
1 hey advanced to Tbciima^ Ca lathe: :na> Achcrra n X:nia y and 
l[ i>hara (G), all which cities they took and pillaged. Thus 
•jre.tr. part of Thriftily fell a prey to the molt cruel .uid rauii- 

fi Liv. 1. 31. c. 40. 



(F) The city of Gompbi was fituate in that part ol Tbrjiny wh'xh 
the antienn call Ejiiotis, near the fprings of the Pen::.$ . Ac- 
cording to Lvvy it was the nearcit city oiTL-JJaly to the confine; ut 

E pirns (34). 

(G) All thefe cities belonged toYlcfah, but we cannot nw in. 1 
.crtain account of their ii mat ion. 



(33) Strabe^ l> 9 PI 'ft* I* 4 
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cious of all the nations that were in alliance with Rome. For 
the MtolianS) wherever they came, left nothing in the cities 
or houfes but the bare walls, deftroying in the flames what 
they could not carry away, and either putting to the 
fword the inhabitants, or felling them for flaves to the 
beft bidder. Such was their inhuman method of making 
war K 

The AZtolians continued fteady in the intereft of Rome 
during the whole courfe of the war, and were favoured by 
the Roman commanders above the other nations of Greece, as 
being the firft that had joined in alliance with their republic. 
But after the famous battle of Cynocephalce, in which Philip 
was entirely defeated, the affection between the two nations 
began to cool, and Flaminius, who commanded in that 
aftion, to treat the JEtolians in a quite different manner 
from what he had done formerly. They without all doubt 
gave fome occafion with their boafting fpeeches to this change. 
Their cavalry did wonders in the engagement, and by cover- 
ing the Roman infantry, which was put in diforder at 
the firft onfet, gave them time to rally, and faved them the 
fhame of a dilhonourable flight. Hence they afcribed to 
themfclves all the glory of the victory, giving out, that 
without their timely affiftance the Romans had been defeated 
and cut in pieces. In the fongs which they difperfed all over 
Greece, they named themfelves as the chiefs, and the Ro- 
mans their auxiliaries (H). Flaminius, who was already 
difguftcd with the AZtolians for plundering the enemy's camp, 
while the Romans were bufy in making prifoners, was now 
more fired at thefe infolent reports, which greatly leflened 
his reputation among the Greeeks. His refentment was ftill 
warm, when three envoy6 came from Philip, under pretence 
of afking a truce to bury the dead, but in reality to follicit a 
peace; the pru-conful received them, and gave them an an* 

* Liv. I. 32. c. 13. 

(H) Thirty thou/and Thr[falians„ faid one of their poets, were 
killed on the /pot. The JEtolians jubdued fo powerful an enemy with 
the ajjijlance of the Latins, whom Flaminius had brought to ruin 
Enrmtia. The author of this diftich was one Alcaus, an JEtolian 
by nation. He was far inferior to the famous Alcaus, who was 
cotemporary with Sappho. The latter lived about the 44th 
©lympiad, and is famous for the Alcaic verfes which Cook their 

pamc from him (35). 



(15) Pi*** h wt* Flam, 
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fwer, without confulting the heads of the Mtolian nation, 
who were then in the camp, and had greatly contributed to 
the vi&ory. The Roman was glad of this opportunity to mor- 
tify their vanity, whereas he ought to have diffembled, and 
been more tender of allies, who had proved fo ufeful to him 
on all occafions. Flaminius agreed with the deputies of Phi- 
lip upon a truce of fifteen days, without admitting to the 
conference any but the officers of the Roman army ; and even 
promifed to grant their mafter an interview during that time. 
This air of abfolute authority, and independence on the other 
allies fhocked the JEtolians to fuch a degree, that they fpread 
a report in all the cities of Greece^ that Flaminius was betray- 
ing the common caufe, and that he had been bribed by Phi- 
lip. But notwithstanding thefe reports, the pro-conful ap- 
pointed a place for the conference, and after having treated the 
king's ambafladors with uncommon civility, he ordered them 
on their departure to tell their mafter, that he defired him not 
to defpond. This meffage highly offended the JEtolians , who 
were utter ftrangers to all humanity and politenefs, and con- 
firmed them in their opinion, that the Roman had fold him- 
felf to Philip. The place appointed for the interview was a 
narrow pafs, which led into the vale of Jempe. Thither 
Flaminius reforted, after having invited all his allies to aflilt 
at the conferences, which he would not begin till he had con- 
fulted the heads of the confederates, upon what terms they 
thought it proper to grant Philip a peace. Amina?ider and 
the Achaans fpoke with a great deal of moderation, and on- 
ly begged that he would conclude fuch a peace as might en- 
able Greece to preferve her liberties in the abfence of the Ro- 
mans : as to the particulars of fuch a treaty, they referred 
them entirely to his prudence and judgment. But Alexander, 
one of the heads of the JEtolians, rifing up, haughtily ad- 
drefled the pro-cpnful in the following terms: 44 You have 
44 done- wifely to call us to the conference : you have at Lift 
44 thought fit not to treat of a peace without your allies. 
44 But, pray, what do you propofe by granting a peace to 
" Philip? Greece will never enjoy its liberties fo long as he 
44 enjoys the throne of Macedon. You arc greatly miftaken 
» l if you fancy it will. Philip muft be driven out of his 
44 kingdom, before Greece can promife herfelf a lafling tran- 
41 quility. You Romans have flattered us with hopes of li- 
" berty ; but there is no liberty for the Greeks till Philip is 
44 dead, and his dominions entirely ruined". Wfien Alexan- 
der had done fpcaking, Flaminius diiecting his fpeech to him ; 
44 You are unacquainted, [aid he, with the character and 

4 B 2 44 fentimencs 
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c< fentiments of the Romans \ my republic does not carry her 
<c refentment to excels : Ihe knows how to revenge injuries; 
<c but upon the firft appearance of fubmiflion her anger is ap- 
c< pealed 5 Hannibal and Carthage are convincing proofs of 
c< our moderation. As to myfelf, I never intended to car- 
cc ry on an irreconcilable war with Philip ; but was always 
46 inclined to grant him a peace, whenever he fhould yield 
* c to the conditions that my republic thought fit to prefcribe 
cc him. You yourfelves, O Mtolians, never once men- 
<c tioned the driving of Philip* from his throne till our late 
e< vi£tory. Shall we then be inexorable, becaufe we are 
** conquerors ? When an enemy attacks us, it is our duty 
€i to repel him with all poffible bravery ; but if he yields, it 
cs is the part of a generous victor to ufe him with gentlenefs 
c< and humanity ; for animofity dies after viftory, and .brave 
ct men are courageous in action, but mild after it. Nay, it 
" is not your intereft to deflroy the kingdom of Macedon, 
<c which ferves you as a barrier againft the Tbracians and 
Gauls (I), who, were they not checked by it, would cer- 
<c tainly over-run all Greece * Flaminius concluded with 
declaring, in the name of all the officers of the Roman army, 
* c That a peace ought to be granted to Philips if he com- 
€C plied with the conditions which the other allies fliould pro- 
" pofe, adding , that if the Mtolians did not like it, they 
might take what refolupions they pleafed on that oc- 
* c cailpn", Phineas, the JEtolian praetor, an(wered Flami- 
nius, and reprefented to him in very ftrong terms, cc That 
ic Philip, if he were left inpolTeffion of Macedon, would foon 
kindle a new war in the heart of Greece" . But before he 
ended his harangue, the pro-conful rofe from his feat in a 
paijion, and faying with a loud voice, " That he would put 

* Li v. 1. 33. c. 14. Polyb. 1. 17. . c. 29. 

(T' ( It is iir.ccrt.iin, whether Livy fpeakshcre of thofe Gauls who 
had fettled in that part of jffia 9 which was from them called Gala- 
tia y or of another Gallic nation which was nearer to Greece, and had 
made a new fettfement about the conflux of the Danube and the 
Seeve. Thefe new comers took the name of Scordifci, as Juftin in- 
forms us. Strabo (36) places them about Shmium, between the 
Danube and Maeedon. About fourfcore years before the time w« 
are here fpeaking of, the Gauls had fprcad terror and defolation 
in all the countries of Maeedon and Greece, not (paring even the 
famous temp'e of Delphi. 

($6) S/rabo, /. 10. 

" it 
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«* it out of Philip 9 s power to make any further attempts upon 
" Greece 9 ', difmiffed the affembly K 

But after all, it was not good nature or conjpaflion that 
prompted Flaminius to urge the conclufion of a peace with 
the king of Macedon, but the advice he received, that Anti- 
ochus, furnamed the Great , was ready to march out of Syria 
at the head of a powerful army, and make an irruption into 
Europe. This prince had long kept a correfpondence with 
Philip ; and if thefe two monarchs fhould join their forces, 
fuch an alliance might prove of dangerous confequence to the 
Roman republic. Befides, Philip, tho* conquered and driven 
out of the field, might fhut himfelf up in his ftrong holds, 
and difpute inch by inch the conqueft of his kingdom. This 
Flaminius dreaded, being fenfible, that in the mean time 
another might be fent to fucceed him, and reap all the ad- 
vantages of his repeated vi&ories »». 

The next day Philip appeared at thecongrefs, with an air 
of fubmiffion fuitable to his prefent circumftances, and with- 
out any preamble declared, that he accepted the articles which 
he had hitherto rejedted, and referred all other matters to the 
Roman fenate. After he Jiad uttered thefe words, there was 
a deep filence in the affembly, moft of thofe who were prefent 
being touched with compaffion. But Pbineas the JEtolian 
praetor, finding that no tody made him any reply, took the 
liberty to aik him, whether he was willing to reftore to the 
BLtaliflMS the cities of Larijfa, Pharjiiles? Thebes, in Phthiotis^ 
and Echina. I do reftore them to you, reply'd Philip. Fla- 
minius was greatly offended at the pretenftans of the JEtolians 
to the city of Thebes, and replied with fome warmth, " It 
ct belongs to the Romans* I was the man who appeared be- 
" fore it, and to me it furrendered ; it is therefore become 
" fubjeft to the Romans". Phineas infifted, that, accord- 
ing to the terms of the treaty concluded between JEtolia and 
Rome, i: belonged to the former , the difpute grew warn*, 
but at length the affembly determined in favour of Flaminius. 
By thefe fteps die JEtolians began to raife that violent ftorm, 
which (hall foon fee gatlier and difchargc itfelf upon that j p cacc 

unhappy nation n . concluded 
The king having accepted the conditions, a truce was^y/^ pjjj- 
granlcd him for four months , to negotiate a peace z\.Rome\ lip, 
but Flaminius demanded his fon Demetrius with fome of the Year of 

chief lords of his court for hoftages, and moreover 200^ Fiood 

2803. 

' idem, ibid. * Hem, ibid, c, 15. " Liv. 1. y~M»™ 

Limit, 
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talents, upon condition, neverthelefs, that both the money 
and hoftages Ihould be reftored if the peace did not take place 0 . 
Philip comply'd, and immediately difpatched his ambafladors 
to Rome, as alfo did the JEtolians ; the former to follicit a 
peace, and the latter to obftru£t it. When they arrived at 
Rome, the republic had juft chofen new confuls, Z. Furius 
Purpureo and M. Claudius Marcellus. The latter being de- 
firous of having Macedon for his province, and there finifhing 
the war, ftrenuoufly oppofed the peace, and, being feconded 
by the JEtolians in his oppofition, had like to have prevailed 
in the fenate. But the tribunes bringing the affair before the 
people, the tribes unanimoufly voted for granting Philip his 
requeft p . 

tte Mto. The JEtolians were the only people in Greece diffatisfied 
Wzmdiffa- with the peace, they had been re fu fed fome cities which they 
thfiedwitb claimed, and thought their fervices very ill rewarded by the 
the peace, Remans 9 who could not have conquered, faid they, 

whithout their affiftance. They carried their complaints to 
the general diet of all Greece > called the Pylaicum (K), and 

there 

0 Jdem, ibid. * Idem, ibid. 

(Tv) Livy by the Pylaicum concilium means that affembly of the 
Ampbiflyones which met every year at Thermopylte, to deliberate on 
the common- in terefts of Greece. Thefe diets were eftablifhed by 
AmphiStyon the third king of Athens, in order to unite all the Greeks 
in one body. He believed, and with a great deal of reafon, that 
if he could fucceed in this point, he Ihould render them formidable 
to the barbarians. Many years after Acrijius king of Argos, enlarg- 
ed the privileges of this council, and granted it an unlimited power. 
He likewife added feveral deputies of other provinces, who had not 
till his timebeen admitted to the council. Some have inferred from 
hence, that there were two different forts of Ampbi8yones t or general 
affemblies ; the one inftituted by Amphielyon, the other by Acri- 
jius ; whereas the king of Argos only improved what the king of 
Athens had begun- M/chines fpeaks of twelve Ampbifyonic nations, 
(for fo the Greets called thofe that had a right to fend deputies to 
this affembly) but names only eleven, viz. the Tbejalians, Boeotians, 
Dorians , Jonians 9 Perrbarbcs, Magnejtans, Locrians t Oeteans, Pbtbiofes, 
Maleans and Phocians : the name of the twelfth has been probably 
loft by the negligence of the tranferibers. The Dolopes, not men- 
tioned by JEfchines in thw enumeration, are faid by the antients to 
have enjoyed the Ampkielyonic right. Each of thefe nations chofe 
two deputies, whom they fent to the general affembly ; one of 
thofe was charged with the care of religious matters, and thence 

fliled IVuronemon \ the other was called Pylagoras, or the orator 

fept 
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there endeavoured to ftir up new enemies againft Rome. But 
finding that the free ftates of Greece were all well pleafcd 
with the late treaty of peace, they determined to have re- 
courfe to- Antiochus king of Syria, to Nabls tyrant of Lace- 
demon, and even to their fworn enemy Philip king of Mace- 
don. It was natural enough for them to fuppofe, that Mace- 
don and Lacedemon would readily enter into a league againft 
the Romans, who had lately infpofed very hard conditions up- 
on them. And as for Antiochus, his intereft, his honour, the 
fteps he had already taken, and the advice he received 
from Hannibal, all inclined them to believe, that he would 
not delay paffing over into Europe, and declaring war with 
Rome. Nor did they defpair to fee Carthage alfo 
join fo many confederate nations, and make fome efforts * to 
lhake off the yoke which Rome had laid on her. All thefe 
confiderations encouraged the ALtolians, and gave them no 
fmall hopes of feeing the imperious republic humbled in her 
turn. They chofe for their praetor one Thoas, a man fit 
for their defign, being an inveterate enemy to Rome, and a fan- 
guine oppofer of the peace lately concluded with the Mace- 
donians. Thoas immediately affembled a general diet at Nau- 
pattus, and there conveyed into the breafts of all the deputies 
the irreconcileable averfion which he bore to the Romans. A 
decree paffed without oppofition, impowcring him to fend 
ambafladors to all the princes who were difiatisfied with the 
Romans, and ftir them up to war againft the common enemy. 
Purfuant to this decree, Damocritus was difpatched to Lacede- 
mon, N'tcander to Macedon, and Dicaearchus to Syria. The 
firft was ordered to make Nobis fenfible of the contemptible 
condition into which he had been brought by the Romans. His 
ftate was reduced to a fmall territory, and Achaia was fole 
miftrefs of Peloponnefus. By yielding up his ports, he was 
deprived of the riches he formerly got by trading with the 

fent to Pyla or Thermopylae. Sometimes each nation .fent three and 
even four deputies ; but whatever their number was, they had only 
two votes in the aflembly. The Phoeians were formerly excluded 
from the affembly for having plundered the temple of Delphos ; but 
afterwards wiped off this difhonour by faving the fame temple from 
being plundered by the Gauls, who invaded Greece under the con- 
duit of the fecond Brennus. This fupreme council was held twice a 
year, in autumn ac Tformopylar, in a temple dedicated to Ceres, and 
fituatein a large plain watered by the Afopus ; in the fpring ac Del* 
pbos in the temple of Apollo (37). 

(37) Polyb.1.2, r&ujan. in Acbaiac. 

neighbouring 
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neighbouring nations,, and being, fhut up within » the walls of 
Lacedemon he had only the empty, title of king. The fecond 
was inftru&ed to tell Philips that he would never, have a fair- 
er opportunity of redeeming himfelf from the. Roman tyrant 
ny. The conquefts of Alexander the great, and. his glorious 
exploits were alfo deemed proper topics to awake his jealou- 
fy. Nicander was likewife ordered to allure him,, that the 
propofals of the Mtolians were not chimerical, that Ahtio- 
chus was ready to crofsinto Europe with a mighty fleet and a 
numerous army, that the great Hannibal^ whole very name 
ftruck the Romans with terror, aififted him with his advice,, 
that the Mtolians would join him with all their forces, and 
that Rome could not poffibly refift fo many enemies, at once. 
The third ambaflador was directed to perfuade Antiochus to 
pafs over into Greece^ and magnify to him the forces of Mto- 
lia : he was to let him know, that the conquefts-of the Ro- 
mans in Greece were chiefly owing to the Mtolians y and affiire 
him, that their troops were numerous and well difciplined, 
and that their country would fumifh his army with provifions, 
as it afforded fafe harbours for his fleets. Nay,. Dicccarchus was 
charged to deceive the king of Syria with aJie, and tell him, 
that Philip. - and Nabis had already figned the confederal 

Philip and Antiochus were not hafty in coming to a deter- 
mination 5 but Nabis immediately took up arms, and befieged 
Gythium 9 a maritime city* which the Romans had obliged 
him to give up to the Ackaans y Upon this beginning of a 
general commotion, the Roman fenate thought it advifeable 
to fend ambafiadors into Greece to defeat the meafures of the 
Mtolians^ and maintain thofe cities fteady in their alliance 
with Rome. At their arrival they found, that Mtoliahzd al- 
ready declared openly for Antioclms. 'I he ambaflador (L), 
who had been fent to Antiochus , was returned, and ha J 
brought with him an amballador from the king of Syria to 
the Mtolian diet. Before the general diet was convened, 
thefe two endeavoured to prepofl'efs the minds of the people 
in favour of Antiochus. Nothing was talked of but the pro- 
digious army he was to bring oyer with him. Thev cxagge- 

Liv.l. 3;. c. 1*. 

(h) Livy had faid a little before, that Dicceaichu^ (lie brother 
of Thoas then prrctorof jfStolia, had been fent ambaflkrioi to An- 
tiochus ; and here lie tells us, that Thorn was lent, wherein he 
agrees with Appiau. Perhaps the prxror went with Iiia brother to 
give the greater weight to his cmbafly. 

-( r<u«.l 
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rated beyoi) d . meafure the number of foot, hqrfe, and ele- 
phants, that were, to come into Mtolia ; atad above all the 
iramenfe. . treafures, which the king would diftribute among 
his friends, fufficjent to purchafe all the lands belonging to 
the Roman, republic. The minds of the Mtolians were blind- 
ed witfi ttefe prejudices, when the diet was aflembled to give 
audience to ( the king's ambaflador. The Roman deputies* a- 
mong whojn. was Flamtnius 9 highly refpe&ed by all the other 
ftates of Greece j had regular notice fent thenr of whatever 
was tranfadted inJEtoiia ; and they fuborned fome of their 
chiefs to thwart as much as poffible the defigns of the fadious 
'thoas. Plaminius alfo engaged the Athenians to fend deputies 
to the afTembly of Mtolia', and there to fupport the interefts 
of his republic. Thoas opened the diet by acquainting his 
countrymen,, that an amballador was come from the mighty 
monarch of Syria to court their friendfhip, and propofc things 
greatly to the advantage of both nations. He was immedi- 
ately ordered to introduce him, that they might hear his pro- 
posals from his own mouth. Being introduced, he made an 
harangue well calculated for the prefent cireumftances. He 
told them, that it had been happy for Greece, that his matter 
had concerned nimfelf in their affairs before Philip was reduced 
fo low ; that if he had joined his forces to thofe of the Ma- 
cedonian, Greece would not now groan under the tyrannical 
opprelSons of Rome. " But ftill your cafe, faid he, is not 
e< without , remedy, the wound is not incurable ; if you put 
" in execution the defigns you have formed, I promife you a 
cc deliverer in the great Antiodhus ; he, with your afliftance 
ec and that of the gods, will be able to reftore Greece to its 
cc antient fplendor 

The Mtolians were ready to accept the offer without fur- 
ther deliberation ; but the Athenian ambaflador prevailed upon 
the aflembly to hear the Romans before they came to any refo- 
lution. Accordingly Flaminius being fent for and introduced, 
put them in mind of their alliance with Rome ; and after ex- 
horting them rather to carry their 'complaints to the fenate, 
than fill all Greece and Afia with them, he concluded thus : 
tc JEtolians, are you then determined out of mere wanton- 
<c nefs to light a fire in Greece, which it will not be in your 
" power to extinguifh? Will you arm the nations of the eaft 
" for their mutual deftru£tion ? What a dreadful ftorm are 
tc you bringing upon yourfelvcs ! you arc the fir ft on whom 
" it will fall". The Mtolians, who had already laid their 



f Li v. I. 35. c. 31 — 34. 
Vol. VI. 4C complaints 
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neighbouring nations, and being fbut up within the walls of 
Lacedemon he had only the empty title of king. The fecond 
was inftru&ed to tell Philips that he would never have a fair- 
er opportunity of redeeming himfelf from the Roman tyran- 
ny. The conquefts of Alexander the great, and his glorious 
exploits were alfo deemed proper topics to awake his jealou- 
fy. Niconder was likewife ordered to allure him, that the 
propofals of the ALtclians were not chimerical, that Antio- 
chus was ready to crofs into Europe with a mighty fleet and a 
numerous army, that the great Hannibal, whofe very name 
{truck the Romans with terror, alfifted him with his advice, 
that the Mictions would join him with all their forces, and 
that Rome could not poflibly reftft fo many enemies at once. 
The thud a mba (Tad or was directed to perfuade Anticcbus to 
pafs over into Greece, and magnify to him the forces of Ai to- 
ll a : he was to let him know, that the conquefts of the Ro- 
wans in Greece were chiefly owing to the Mtolions, and aflure 
him, that their troops were numerous and well difciplined, 
and that their country would fumifli his army with provifions, 
as it afforded fafe harbours for his fleets. Nay, Dicaraithia was 
charged to deceive the king of Syria with a lie, and tell him, 
that Philip and Nobis had already figned the confedera- 
cy \ ^ 

Philip and Antiochus were not hafty in coming to a deter- 
mination j but Nobis immediately took up arms, and beiieged 
Gythiiori) a maritime city, which the Romans had obliged 
him to give up to the Actaons, Upon this beginning of a 
general commotion, the Roman fenatc thought it advifeablc 
to fend ambalTadors into Greece to defeat the measures of the 
/Etolior.s, and maintain thefe cities ileady in their alliance 
with Rcmc. At their arrival they found, that Ait olio had al- 
ready declared openly for Ant focbus. 'J he ambaliudor (L \ 
who had been lent to Antiuhti\, was returned, and had 
brought with him a;» amhailador from the kin*r u(S)fiotv 
the /KtolioL diet. Bilorc liic i'cnei ;.l diet v. convened, 
thefc two cr.dea\ oared to prtpc .Ik- the mind:, of the people 
in favour of A;:t:uhus. Nothing w.is tj lived of hut the pro- 
digious armv lie was to brin:' oyer with him. 'i hev exa^t 1 */- 

1 L I \ . i 3 r y . t. i 2. 

(I*) Li-Tw had fa id a !:::lc before, rh.it Dicee* in.hu , i','* \h*) x y~\ 
of Thorn then pnrtorof -"Efolir., had been fen: ;.iiil>.<fl'.i<t<<i in ,/>.• 
tiocbus ; and here i.e te l.. us, tint 7hoas v.'a' kn:, v. her. in he 
agrees with App.\:r: i'ji.V.j- pixvor went uhh i.l. bruin:*: t 
give the greater weij^u to l:;:!' : f l v . 
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rated beyond meafure the number of foot, horfe, an J ele- 
phants, that were to come into AUolia \ and above all the 
immenfe treafures, which the king would diftribute amonjr 
his friends, fufficient to purchafe all the lands belonging ro 
the Roman republic. The minds of the JEtolians were blind- 
ed with thefe prejudices, when the diet was aflembled to give 
audience to the king's ambaflador. The Ro??wn deputies, a- 
mong whom was Fla-minius^ highly refpccled by all the other 
flates of Greece , had regular notice fent t! cm of whatever 
was tranfafted in JEtolia and they fuhorncd fume of their 
chiefs to thwart as much as poffible thedcflgr.s of the fa&ious 
Thoas. Flaminius alfo engaged the Athenians to fend deputies 
to the aflembly of /Etolia-, and there to fwppurt the imcrcfh 
of his republic. Thoas opened the diet by acquainting his 
countrymen, that an ambalTador was come from the mightv 
monarch oi Syria to court their friendlnip, and propofe things 
greatly to the advantage of both nations. Hi: was immedi- 
ately ordered to introduce him, that they might hear his pro- 
pofals from his own mouth. Being introduced, he made an 
harangue well calculated for the prefent circumftanccs. He 
told them, that it had been happy for Greece* that his matter 
had concerned himfelf in their affairs before Philip was reduced 
fo low ; that if he had joined his forces to thofe of the Ma- 
cedonian, Greece would not now groan under the tyrannical 
oppiCiTions of Rom:. " But ft ill your cafe, faid he, is nor 
c < without remedy, the wound is not incurable ; if you put 
" in execution the defigns you have formed, I promife you a 
" deliverer in the great Antiochus \ he, with your afliftancc 
cc and that of the gods, will be able to reftore Greece to its 

" antient fplendor r 

The JEtolians were ready to accept the offer without fur- 
ther deliberation ; but the Athenian ambaflador prevailed upon 
the aflembly to hear the Romans before they came to any rcfo- 
lution. Accordingly liaminius being fent for and introduced, 
put them in mind of their alliance with Rome 5 and after ex- 
honing them rather to carry their complaints to the fenate, 
than fill all Gnece and Afui with them, he concluded thus : 
ct fljoliansy are you then determined out of mere wanton- 
" nels to light a fire in G /w.v, which it will not be in yum' 
< ; power to exfinguifh? Will vouarm the nations of the call 
" for their mutual deftruciion ? What a dreadful florm ai- 
" \oti brinrmg upon ynurfdves ! you are the lirlt on whom 
;c it will faH". The ALtoHa*::? who h.iJ already laid Ln-u 
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complaints before the fenate, and had been by the fenate re- 
ferred to Flaminius? feeing themfelves now referred back by 
Hans fo- Flaminius to the fenate, grew outragious, and in the prefence 
<vitt An- of the Roman palled a decree conceLved in the following 

tiochus 

into 

Greece* 
Year of 
theFlood, 

Before 
Chrill, 
tot. 

Cr>rsj 



terms : Let Antiochus be called into Europe to reftore Greece? 
opprefTed by the Romans? to its antient liberty. Flaminius 
demanded a copy of the, decree but the praetor refufed it him* 
anfwering with a haughty air, that he had bufmefs of much 
greater confequence at that time on his hands ; but that he 
would communicate it to him very foon on the banks of 
the Tyber? with all the forces of Syria. This "was an open 
declaration of war, whereupon Flaminius returned to Corinth? 



l J Wl>W 0 

TkJ&to- In the mean time the privy council of the Mtolians formed 
lians form a defign of feizing on three cities, which were reckoned the 

at defign 

of feizing 

Lemetri- 
as, and 
Lacede- 



maiu 



bulwarks of Greece 5 thefe were Ghalcis in Eubaa? Demetrias 
in Thejfaly? and Lacedemon in the heart of Peloponnefus. Three 
men of known valour and ability in war were charged with 
the execution of this extraordinary defign. Thoas was appoint- 
ed to take Ghalcis? Alexamenes to furprife Lacedemon? and 
Diodes to make the attempt upon Demetrias. They all three 
fet out at the fame time on their refpe&ive expeditions, but 
were not attended with the like fuccefs. Diodes approaching 
the city of Demetrias with a fmall body of chofen troops, fent 
a melfenger to acquaint the inhabitants, that he was come 
with no other defign, but to attend Eurylochus to his native 
country, and conduct him with that honour which was due 
to his rank| anc * merit. Eurylochus had been chief ma- 
giftrate of Demetrias? and in that poft difobliged the Romans'^ 
whofe partizans had forced him to leave his country and take 
fan&uary among the Mtolians, However, the Demetrians? 
touched with the tears, of his wife and children, had confent- 
ed to recal him ; and his return Diodes made ufe of for the 
execution of his defign, Eurylochus hirnfelf being privy to the 
whole plot. Both Diodes and Eurylochus arrived at the gates 
of the city with a fmall body of horfe, the reft of the cavalry 
being ordered to follow at a ^iftance. To prevent giving 
umbrage to the inhabitants, Diodes ordered his troop to dif- 
mount, and enter on foot, leading their horfes by their bri- 
dles. At the gate he left a few horfe-men to be ready to foil 
on the citizens, if they fliould offer to Ihut it when the reft 
of the cavalry appeared. Thus Diodes was admitted without 
the lcaft fufpicion ; but while he was leading Ewyhchm by 
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the hand to his houfe, i\ews was brought him that the whole 
body of the JEtolian cavalry was arrived, and had got poflef- 
fion of the gate. Hereupon he ordered the troop that attend- 
ed him to remount, and in that furprife making hrmfclf maf- 
ter of the moft important pofts in the city, detached feveral 
fmall bodies with orders to put to death all the heads of the 
Roman party. Thus the Mtoiians pofiefled themfelves of one Demetri- 
of the moft important places of Thejfaly c . as taken. 

But Lacedemon was not to be fo eafily furprifed. Nabis 
was a cunning and fufpicious prince, and as he had many 
enemies, always on his guard. The council therefore of the 
Mtoiians^ in the inrWu6tions they gave Alexamenes, had re- 
courfe to treachery. Nabis had been lately defeated by Phi- 
hpcemen, and apprehending that the brave Achaan defigned 
to befiegehim in his capital, fent meflenger after mcifengerto 
his friends and allies the Mtoiians^ acquainting them wiih the 
danger that threatened him, and earneftly entreating them to 
fend him without delay fuch a reinforcement as might extri- 
cate him out of the difficulties and ftraits, which his alliance 
with their republic had reduced him to. The treacherous 
Mtolians thought this a favourable opportunity for putting in 
execution their horrid defign, which was to aflaffinate their 
ally, and feize on the city of Lacedemon for themfelves, A- 
lexamenes, therefore, a man well qualified for fuch a work, was 
ordered to fet out with a thoufand foot and thirty horfemen. 
The latter were all young men, chofen out of the whole bo- 
dy of the cavalry, as the moft fit for any clefperate attempt. 
When they were ready to march, the young horfemen were 
introduced by the praetor Demetrius to the council of the apo- 
cleti, and there told, that it was not their bufinefs to think: 
what expedition they were fent upon, but only to execute 
blindly whatever Alexamenes fhould enjoin them ; and that how 
clefperate foever the tiling he commanded might fecm, 
and repugnant to reafon, yet, uniefs they readily performed 
it, they Ihould not meet with a kind reception on their re- 
turn home. With thefe inftru&ions they began their march 
to Lacedemon^ where they were received by Ntibis with the 
greateft tranfports of joy. Alexamenes encouraged him not to 
be under any apprehendon of dimmer cither from the Acbtvans 
or the Roma ti iwccAntiochtrs had already pafli J 1 ho Helhj])ont y 
and would foon unccr Gnw with n piodi iou« army, and 
fuch an immenfe number of elephants as woi.KI he luiJicicnr, 
without any other help, to trend down the konuhs. As u-r 
tiie Mtsiians, laid he, they would have (cut )ou all their 
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troops, if they had not thought it neceflary to keep them at 
home till the arrival of the king of Syria, before whom they 
were defirous to make the beft appearance they could.' He 
added, that it would be much for the glory and reputation 
of Lacedemon if he could fhew the great king his phalanx fine- 
ly equipped and well difciplincd. Nabis was' highly pleafed 
with this frothing difcourfe, and ufed every day to exercife 
his fokliers in the plains of the Eurotas near the capital ; A- 
lexamencs attended him at the head of his JEtolians, whom he 
drew up apart from the Lacedemonians, and- then keeping 
clofe by the tyrant's fide, while he rid through the files of his 
army to order their motions, watched a proper opportunity 
to give the blow he defigned. He obferyed, that Nabis ufed 
to ride from one wing of the phalanx tp the other, guarded 
only by three or four horfemen. This made him form a de- 
fign of aflaffinating him in fight of his troops when under 
arms. Accordingly having fixed with himfelf a day for the 
execution of fo defperate an attempt, he waited on the tyrant 
to the place of the rendezvous, and there, while 1 Nabis was bu- 
fy in exercifing his phalanx, he ftept afide to his thirty horfe- 
men, and told them, that, he fhould foori ftand in need both 
of their courage and addrefs ; Keep your eyes, faid he, fix- 
ed upon me, and whatever you fliaHfee me take in hand, be 
fure to finifh it, if you care to fee your country again and your 
relations. He faid no more, but returned to attend the king 
Nabis as ufual. At length, as Nabis was riding from one place to 
murdered another with great fpeed, guarded only by two or three horfe- 
by the men, Alcxamenes fcized on the defired opportunity, and with 
tohans. ^is j ance woun d e( j t he king's horfe. Then the .thirty JEto- 

Hans, without deliberating on the matter, flew in, and dif- 
patched him before any one could come to his afliftance. His 
guards were fo furprifed, that, inftead of feizing the aflaffins, 
they flood gazing at the king's dead body, which lay on the 
ground coveretKwith wounds. But Alexamcnes heading the 
JEtolian infantry which was pofted in the left wing of the La- 
cedemonian phalanx, haftened to the capital", and entering it 
without oppofition began to plunder the tyrant's palace. As 
Nabis was equally hated by his citizens and foldiers, his death 
would have been generally approved of, if the Mtolian had 
convened the aflembly, and made a fpecch fuitable to the oc- 
cafion. But the love of plunder prevailed over all other con- 
fider.itions ; and Alexamcnes, contrary to all rules of prudence, 
•fpent the remainder of the day and the whole night m fearch- 



in.v for the treafuresof the murdered kino:. In the mean time 
the Lacedemonians, recovering themfclvcs from their furprifc, 
wuT \v^\\\y piovuked to fee the antienf palace of their kings 
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ranfacked by a treacherous ailaffin, as if their city had been 
taken by ftorm. Wherefore the whole city ran to arms, and 
for want of a better leader patting at their head a young; 
child of the blood royal, they fell upon the Mtolians, wfro 
were ftraggling about the city in qucft of booty, and put 
them all to the fword. Alsxamenes was killed in the palace, 
and thofe few that made their efcape were feized by the ma- 
giftrates of ftrcadUi, and condemned to flavery. Such was 
the refult of the attempt upon Lacedemon. Philopoemen no 
fooner heard of the death of the tyrant and his affaffin, but he 
haftened to Lacedemon, and finding all things there in the ut- 
moft confufion, he afle moled the people, and exhorted them L acec j e _ 
to recover their antient liberty. They followed his advice., mon j 0l ' ns 
and readily joined in the Achtean league. Thus the antient in t j Je ^ 
kingdom of Sparta became a member of a commonwealth, chasm 
whereof the name was fcarce known when the Spartans ruled league. 
over all Greece u . 

As for Thoas, he failed in his attempt upon Chalets, the Tbi iEto- 
magiftrates of that city, who were ftrongly attached to the liansjfcrf 
Romans, having received timely notice of the defign, and put l7libctr at " 
the city in a condition to fuftain a long fiege. The inhabi- ^alcif 
"tants of Chalcis, hearing that Tboas had hired a great many 
tranfports in order to carry over troops to their ifland, fenta 
meffenger to him 5 defiring to know for what reafon he was 
.oing to commit hoftilities in their territories ; the Mtolian 
anfwered, that his only defign was to deliver Eubaa from the 
Romans, who domineered more infolently over it than the 
Macedonians had ever done. But the inhabitants replied, that 
they neither found their liberties abridged, nor needed any 
avenger or deliverer from the Romans, lince they feared no 
clanger, nor apprehended anvy injury, from them. This dif- 
concerted the meafures of the N,tolian, who had placed all 
hopes offuccefs in a fuddrn attack. Wherefore finding that 
proper preparations were made for his reception, he retired 
much difllitisfied at his failing in an attempt upon a city, whic h 
would have made him matter of the whole ifland, and opened 
a way for Antiochus into Attica w . 

Flamhiius, who then refided at Corinth, being informed, 
that the Mtolians had made rhcmfclvcs matters of Demetrias 

in TheJJhly, took upon him to recover it to the Rowan parry. 
He firlt wrote to Ennomus, pr:*etor of Th>j!ii!y, defiring hnn 
to arm all the young men of the country. Then he charg- 
ed Fillius to go to D:mctrias, and inform himlllf upon t!u; 
fpot of the difpofuion of the inhabitants. Accordingly IV.'ins 
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embarked on a quinqueremis, and came in fight of Demetrias. 
The report of his arrival raifcd a great commotion among the 
inhabitants, who ran in crouds to the port to fee him. But 
the Roman, without any concern at feeing crouds about him, 
addrefled Euryhchas the chief magiftate in this manner : Can 
the Romans reckon the people of Demetrius among their allies 
or no ? Am I received here as a friend or not ? The magi- 
Urate anfwered, that his fellow citizens were attached to 
Rome \ but at the fame time he let him know, that his pre- 
fence might difturb the repofe of a city that was jealous of its 
liberty ; which was in effect telling him in a gentle manner, 
that he would not admit him into De?netrias. And indeed 
Eurylochus had already declared for Antiochus, and the inhabi- 
tants, feduced by his counfels, hadjuft then concluded a league 
with the /Etolians againft Rome. Villius underftood by Eu- 
rylocbus's difcourfe, that he could not, without danger, ap- 
pear among the people ; and the interview ended with fevere 
reproaches on both fides; the Roman upbraided the Demctrians 
with ingratitude, fince they owed their liberty to Rome, and 
the Demetrians reproached the Romans with injuftice, haugh- 
tinefs, and ambition. Villius therefore was obliged to put to 
fea again ; but before he re-cmbarked, turning to the multi- 
tude that were purfuing him with great ncife and menaces, 
" I plainly fee, faid he, the fiorm that will fall upon your 
cc heads ; ycur misfortunes will convince you, when it is too 
ct late, that none, who provoke the Romans, efcape with 
*< impunity". Plaminius, upon the return of Villius and his 
report, laidafide all thoughts of bringing the Demctrians back 
to their old alliance *. 

Ox the other hand, Thau, having failed in his attempt up- 
on Chalcis went ftrait to Aiitiocbus, and prelfed him to delay 
no longer his fcttina; out for Greece. At the fame time he uif- 
funded him from fending Hnuuihal with an army u\to Italy, 
infinuating, that the Garihugl.uan would ailume to himielt all 
the glory of fuch an enterprise. As this fell in with the ijvv- 
tni\ fufpicious and jealous temper, he entirely dropped the de- 
fi^Ti, to which he was before well inclined. And now it be- 
in** rcfol/cd, that Greece fhould be the only feat of war, the 
king pitched upon Dsmetrias for the place where he ilionld 
• ihi. I ..'vip^ therefore got every tiling read v for his depar- 
n.,e, !, ■ un" i ' "J with an airny confiding only of ten thou- 
l.v.id fv;,. , :::.::-ed !) >rfe, an ! fix ckphani:; , fuch a (mail 

L'.* l .\ • { .-.mi . vs iv -'vii'/s In-table to the majclly of fo gnat 
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thefe were all the troops he had ready ; Polyxemdas indeed, 
one of his generals, was ordered into Ajia to draw together 

the reft of his forces, and lead them into Europe. The king Antiochas 
landed at Pteleam in Phthiotis, and from thence marched to ffm - WJ in 
Demetrias. Here the heads of the Mtollan nation waited up- Greece, 
on him, and invited him to Lamia, one of their cities, where 
a general aflembly was convened to receive him. Being in- 
troduced to the diet, he made an harangue, wherein he told 
them, that his cagemefs to comply with their requeft had in- 
duced him to leave Afia, before he had made the ncccfiary 
preparations for fuch an expedition ; that his zeal for their de- 
liverance had made him even forgetful of his own dignity ; 
that their expectations fliould be fully anfwered next fpring ; 
and that as foon as the feas were pafTable, they fhould fee all 
Greece covered with armies, and their harbours filled with 
fleets. He concluded with thefe words; " I will fpare nei- 
" ther fatigues nor expences, I will expofe my perfon, to 
" the greateft dangers, to re-eftablifh you in the full enjoy- 
<< ment of your liberties : Rome has enflaved you, but Syria 
offers you a deliverer; let us then fhare the trouble be- 

« tvveen us \ do you furnilh proviftons, 1 will find men and 



" arms f 19 



This fpeech was received with great applaufc, and when 
the king was withdrawn, it was debated in the aflembly, what 
title they fliould give him, and in what character he fhould 
aft in Mtolia. The moll judicious faw plainly, that Antio- 
cbus, inftead of a real and prefent afliltance, gave them little 
more than bare hopes and promifes, and therefore were for 
having him aft only as a mediator between Rome and Mtolia. 
But this being rejefted by a great majority, the opinion of 
Thorn prevailed, which was, that the king fliould be ho- 
noured with the title of gencraliffimo or commander in chief 
of all the Greek armies againft Rome. Then a council of thir- 
ty perfons was appointed, to whom the kin:; might have re- 
cnurfe on all occations. The firft ftep he took by rheir advice 
was to enter into a negotiation with ChaL:s, a city which 
was famous for its affedtion to the Romans. In a conference 
which was held between the /Etolians and Cbaiitlhus at Sal- 
ganMy the former ufed their utmo J ,f eirorts to Jnww that impor- 
tant city into an alliance with A.vi chus, hue without ivnmin- 
cinp- the fiicndfhip of the Rwuv:s ; rhev declared, that the 
kin* of Syria was come into Gn\r\ no: to mike it the feat 
of war, but to deliver it from ilavcr- ; chat nothing could he 
mure advantage™. io riie cities of (. . w to live in .11111- 
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ty both with Antiochus and the Romans^ fince the one would 
by that means be a check on the other j that if they withftood 
the advantageous offers of fuch a mighty monarch, they might 
loon repent it, the Romans on whom they depended, being 
at a great diftance, and the king at their gates z . 

Miftioy one of the chief mm of Chalcis 9 replied ; that he 
could not imagine what people Antiochus was come to deliver, 
and for whofe fake he had left his kingdom and crofled over into 
Greece ; that as for the inhabitants of Coalcis^ they had no oc- 
cafion for a deliverer, fince they were free \ nor of a defender, 
fince they enjoyed the fwcets of peace under the protection of 
Rome ; that they did not refufe the friendlhip of Antiochus 
and the Mtolians ; but if tkfey would fliew themfelves friends, 
the beft proof they could give at prefent of their friendfhip 
was to leave the ifland, fince they were fully determined nei- 
ther to admit them into their ci|jy, nor make any alliance with 
them, but in conjunction with the Romans a . 

This anfwer being brought to the king on board his (hip, 
where he had continued during the conference, he thought it 
advifeable to return to Demetrias^ not having a fufficient num- 
ber of troops with him to make an attempt upon the city. 
He was not at all p leafed with his Mtolian counfellors, feeing 
the firft ftcp they had made him take proved fo inglorious. 
But Thoas appeafed him with the hopes of gaining over Amy- 
nander king of the Athamanesy with the Boeotians and Ach te- 
rns ^ who, laid he, are all diflatisfied with the proceedings of 
the Romans. Accordingly negotiations were fet on foot, and am- 
bafTadors difpatched to thefe three powers. The Achcean diet, 
which was. held at Mgium^ gave audience to the ambaffadors 
of the /Eto/ians and Antiochus^ in the prefence of Flaminius. 
The Syrian ambafTador, who fpoke firft, expatiated on the 
irrefiftible power of his mafter ; he declared with an empha- 
tical tone of voice, that a numberlefs multitude of horfe-men 
were croffing the Hellc/poni, confifting partly of cuiraffiers 
in impenetrable armour, and partly of bow-men, who dis- 
charged their darts with as much fkill and dexterity, when 
they turned their backs, as when they faced their enemy : to 
the cavalry, which alone was fufficient to overpower all the 
forces of Europe 9 he added more numerous bodies of infantry, 
the Daha* the Mcdes 9 the Efymaans, the Cadttjii. &e. 
names never before heard in Greece, and therefore, as lie 
thought, nlorc terrible ; with regard to the fleet, he iJliircd 
them, that it would over- fprcad all the coafts, and fill all the 
poriK ol Greece : concerning money, it was, he laid, ncedlds 
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to mention the immenfe fums which Antiochus poflefled, fince 
they knew that the kingdom of hadalways abounded with 
gold. In the clofe of his fpeech he addreffed the Achaans^ 
telling them, that though his mafter was come from the moft 
remote parts of the eaft, purely to reftore Greece to its free- 
dom, yet he did not require, that the Achaans fliould take up 
arms {againft Rome, but only defired them to ftand neuter, 
and treat both parties as friends, alluring them, that their 
neutrality fhould fcreen them and their country from the ma- 
ny calamities that threatened Greece b, 

Archidamus, the /Etolian ambaflador, fpoke to the fame ef- Jnfilent 
fe&, advifing the Achaans to fit only as fpe&ators of a ypM,fpeech of 
which muft bring utter deftru&ion upon Rome \ then growing Archida- 
infenfibly warmer, he launched out into inve&ives and reproach- mus *h 
es againft the Romans in general, and Flaminius in particular ; ^olian, 
he called them an ungrateful people, who. had forgot that * e f ore the 
they owed to the valour of the Atto/ians not only the victory ^ chaan 
they had gained over Philip, but their general's life, and the 
fafety of the army. " For what great exploits, continued 

he, has Flaminius performed during this war ? his whole 
c < time has been fpent in confulting the aufpices,. in facrificing 

victims, and offering vows, as though he had been an augur 
" or a prieft, while I expofed my felf to the enemy's darts 
* 6 for his fake". Flaminius • heard all thefe reproaches with 
patience, and then reply'd with pleafantry thus. " Attempts Speech of 
" have now been made, Achccans+ to terrify you, with an Fl am initt* 
" enumeration of thofe nations of Afia, which are to pour 
" in, like a torrent, upon Greece. This puts me in mind 
*« of an entertainment, which was made me by a friend of 
« mine in Chalcis, who is a man of humour, and tre.ats his 
" guefts very elegantly. He invited me to a banquet at a 

time of year when venison was very fcarcc, and yet there 
< c feemed to be great plenty of it ferved up at his -table. I 
« was furprized ; but my friend fmiling told me, that- what 
" I took for venifon was nothing but hog's flefh difguifed fe- 
" veral ways, and feafoned with different fauces. The fame 
« may be faid of this mighty king's troops, which have been 
" fo pompoufly extolled and magnified. The Daba* 9 thq 

<* Mecles, the Cadufiiy the Elym&uns, names indeed that arc 
« not heard every day in Greece, are all but one nation, and 
• c a nation of flaves. Whatever difguifes may be ufed, they 
* c are all but one fort of men ; let the iauce be* what it will, 
" the meat is the fame. And as for the /EtoVums, they arc 
tc brave only in words ; they may amufe the king of S\n,t 
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by that mean? be a ci^^bn the, other* that ^j^^t^koo^ 
, the advantagegus o^rs of : fuch a mighty m£to^ might 
foon f repent if * the t Romans pti , wh^il^j^p^nded^ beifcg 
at a; great diftance, arid" tie ..kin^at^ei^^^ir, 

'Mittio* one of the,, chief men of Cb^^^^kd i th^t he 
could not imagine what, people '^f*?^^^ 
"and for whofefake he Jfeici, left ,hiskiz^dom ^dcr^edt overinto 
Greece y that as: for theri inhabitants of ^/W«x,; ,t£^y had no oci* 
cafipn for : a deliverer, fince -they were .free * nor of a defender, 
fince they enjoyed the fwe#$ of pea^s ujtjder the, prof^dio^ of 
Rome 's that, they did nof refufe. ^ 

and the *£/<7//^ friendf* 
the beft proof they xpuld,give at preftntj of their friendihip 
was to leave the iflandy : fince they werie fully determined nei- 
ther to admit them into their noi; mak^,any; .aUiaijce v^ith 
them, bi{t in,conjun£tion:w^^ . ..... 

This anfwer being Jirbught: to ^ tbe/Iciflg/pitl bcwd his ftip, 
■where he had continued, during the,,^ it 
advifeable to return to Dmetriaiy not h^^g,a : fi^^^t^m- 
ber of troops with. him'.' to inakp ^nJttg&iBjt; u^on^'j^^y. 
He was not at all plerifed with his!. ^i^'coixtiC^s^^i^ 
the firft .ftep they had made! htm take proved; fp inglorious. 
Biit Tboas appeafed him. with the hopes of;, gaining 
nander king of the Athamane$> with thz/B&otj^ 
ansy. whoi faid^he, ;.are ^.diflkisfied ^tft; ^ prqc^ii}g? of 
the Ramans. Accordtogly^egoriatfons weire l^'(m : fo^i^d^^ 
baffadors difpatched to, thefe three pb^ers^ The Acbfan diet, 
which waaheld at JEgJum 9 gave au^i?nce ; to thg, amb^fladprs 
of the MtolianspnA Antiochus* in the ^lence ,p£ Flatmnius. 
The Syrian ambaflador, who fpoke firft^ r ^P^iated on t tKe 
irrefiftible power of his matter 5 he declare^ with ai>.empha- 
titfai tone of voice, that a numberlefe myltitude of horfe-men 
were croffing the HellefponU confining partly of cuiraffiers 
in impenetrable armour, and pafdy of , bow-men, who dif- 
charged their darts with as much, fktll and dexterity, when 
they turned their backs, as when they faced their enemy : to 
the cavalry, which alone was fufficient to overpower all the 
forces of Europe* he added more numerous bodies of infantry, 
the Dah*y the Males > the Elymaans^ the Caduftu &c. 
names never before heard in Greece^ and therefore, as he 
thought, more terrible; with regard to tli6 fleet, he allured 
them, that it would over-fprcad all the coafts, ;and fill all the 
ports of Greece : concerning money, it was, he faid, needleis 

* 

■ 

2 Liv. ibid. c. 4.$. a Idem, ibid, c. 47. 
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to mention .the imtla^feSnmswhiehjtntiic^ poflefled, fince 
they knew that the kingdom of AJia hadal ways abounded* with 
gold. In the clofe of his fpeech he addrefled the A^haans^ 
telling them, that though his mafter was come, from the moft 
remote parts of the eaft, purely to reftore. Greece to its .free- 
dom j yet he did riot require, that the Achaans fbould.takeup 
arms {againft Rome* but only defired them to ftand neuter, 
and treat both.; parties as . friends, afluring them, that their 
neutrality fliould.Tcreen them and their country from the ma- 
ny calamities that threatened Greece b. 

Archidamusi thv Mtotian ambaffador, fpoke to the fame ef- Jnfolent 
fe£t, advifing tb&Acbaans to. fit only as fpeftators of awar^w^/ 
which muft bring utter. deftru£Hon:.upon ; then growing Archida- 
infenfibly warmer, he launched out into iave(5livesan4 reproach- ™ us 
es" againft the Romans in general, .and Fkmimus in particular? s 
he called them an ungrateful people, whft had forgot % that ^aan' 
they awed to the valour of the JEtaUansnoi only the vi&ory ^. 
they had gained over Philip, but their general's life, and the 
fafety o r f the :anriy. " For what great exploits, continued 
he, Has Flaminius performed during, this war ? his whole 
time has been fpent in conful ting - the aufptees, . in faerifieing 
A vi&ims, and offering vows, as though he:had been gn augur 
" or a prieft, while I expofed my felf to the enemy's dants 
f* for his fake??. Flaminius > heard' £ll 'thefe reproaches with 
patience, and thenreply'd wUhpleafimtry thus.. « Attempts Sjeecb of 
or:*6ve:now -:been .made, -'JifoeptjA* ter,rify ,you 0 with.an tlamw 
" enumeration of thofe nations' of. Afm 9 which are to pour 
«*»ilfv like a torrent* upon Greece. TW .P U !S me in mind 
««of«an entertainment, which was/nac}e me by a friend ;gfi 
min* in Chalets, who is a man of humour, and treats his 
«< guefts very elegantly- He invited me to a banquet at a 
« '-timet of year when venison was very fcarce, ,and yet there 
« feemed to be great plenty of itferved up- at bistable. I 
i« : was furpnzei.; . but my: friend: fmiljng told me, ;: thatj^hat 
« I took for venifon was ndthing but hog's flcfli difgyifed ,fe- 
« veral ways, and feafoned with different fauces. Xhs.fymcr 
« may be faid of this mighty king's troops, which l^ve been 
«• fo pompoufly extolled and magnified. V The Dabce, ,th$ 
«' Medes, the Cadufii* the Elpnaans, names indeed that, arc 
« not heard every day in Greece* are all but one nation, and 
♦< a nation of flaves; Whatever difguifes may be ufed, they 

are all but one fort of men let the fauce 
« the meat is'the fame. And as for the /Etolhms, they arc 
« brave only inwqrds } they may amufe the king pf Syria 

b Idem, ibid. c. 48. 
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" with their bragging dHcourfes, but both you, Achaans, 
« and I are better acquainted with their character than to 
4' be impofed upon. As for their mighty monarch, what a 
« poor figure is he come to make in thefe parts? His whole 
** army is not equal to two of our fmalleft legions. And 
« where are the riches which he promifes you ? He. has 
f € been obliged, at his firft arrival, to beg of the Mtolian diet 
« provifions and money. From thence he rambled to Chal- 
** cis, which he was obliged to leave with ignominy. The 
u Mtolians have very injudicioufly given credit to Ant iochus* 
« and Antiocbus fhewed as little judgment in believing the 
* c Mtolians. This ought to teach you not to be impofed 
" upon, but to put all your confidence, in the Romans, the. 
" effedte of whofe frrendflup you have fo often experienced. 
« When thay demand ef you a neutrality, they invite you 
" to become a prey to both parties, and to fuffer all the 
" evils of war without fharitag the advantages of vic- 
« tory c ." 

The Achaans without hefitation declaredifor the Romans, 
&nd refolved-to make war upon Antiocbus and the Mtolians ■* 
They immediately fent five hundred men to reinforces the ga- 
rifon of Ghalcis, and the like number to Athens, which began 

to waver. • 

■ 

Antiocbus and the Mtolians received no greater fatisfaffcion 
from the Boeotians, who : told their ambafladors, that they 
wbUld -tome to no refolution till Antiocbus army was on the 
fvoritifers of B&otia <t. • 

: Th e king of Syria having thus folicited in vain, either by 
his ambafladors or in p6tfefti moll of the Greek ftates to join* 
irl alliaifce with him, retired at laft to Dernetritis, where he 
held a council of War on the operations of the enfuing cam- 
paign/*/?/™^ who was invited to it with all the chief 
commanders of the army, being afked his opinion firft, ad- 
vifed the' king, before hti undertook anything elfe, to ufe his 
il tmpft endeavours to gain over Philip of Macedon\ which, 
he faid, Was fo important a ftep, that cobldrthey but fucceed 
ih it, they might without much ado become mafters of all 
Greece. But if Philip ihould refufe to take up armsagainft 
Rome, in that cafe he was of opinion, that the king mould 
fend his fon Seleucus at the head of an army into Maee^on^ 
and by that means prevent him from lending any afliftance to 
the Romans. He infifted on a ftillmore important , point, 

* ■ 

c Idem, ibid. c. 49* ' <* Idem, lib. xxtfvi. c. 2. 
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and maintained, as he had always done, that the only way to 
dtefeat the Romans was to fend an army into Italy*. 

The council could not hut approve of what Hannibal faid, Antiochui 
but at the fame time the Mtolians diverted the king from 
following his opinion, pretending that if he purfued the Car- J,* j°~ 
thaginian's plan, all the glory would be afcribed to him, and ijj^^ 
that fince Antiochus had already taken another courfe, and ^ a d<vhe 
was in Greece^ it would be highly difreputable in him to al- ^ Hanni- 
ter his meafures. In the council it was refolved, that the tal. 
king fhould again attempt the winning over of Chakis, and 
accordingly he fet out again for that place. On his march 
he detached Menippus, one of his generals, with three thou- 
fand men to intercept a body of five hundred Romans which 
Flaminius had fent, under the command of Miclio the Chal- 
cidian, to reinforce the garifon of Chalets. Menippus came 
upon them unexpe&edly, while they were amufing them- 
felves in viewing the rarities of a temple dedicated to Apollo in 
the neighbourhood of Tanagra (M). Neither the fan&ity 
of the place, which enjoyed the privileges of an afylum, noir 
the friendlhip that ftill fubfifted between Antiochus and the 
republic, war not being yet declared, protected them from 
the fury of the Syrians ; they were attacked in the very tem- 
ple and grove of Apollo, moft of them put to the fword, 
and fifty taken prifoners \ a few of them efcaped with their 
leader Miclio, who in a fmall boat got fafe to Chalets. This 
was the firft time Antiochus drew his fword in thefe parts ; 
but by ftiedding Roman blood he made himfelf the aggreflbr, 
and gave Rome a new right to declare him an enemy. The 
Syrian, fluflied with this fmall advantage, became more bold 
and enterprizing j he advanced at the head of fix thou fand 
men to the Euripus, where he had ordered his fleet to at- 
tend him, and appeared the fecond time before Chalcis. This 

citv was rent into factions, and. now the Rtolian party Die- 



ting, Miclio and Xenolcides, with fuch other citizens as 
perfifted in their attachment to the Romans, were commanded 
to depart, and the city opened her gates to Antiochus. The 

c Idem, ibid. c. 4. 

(M) Tanagra, a city of Batotia on the banks of the Afo/,us s nVe 
miles diftant from the Euripus, is now called Anatoria. The temple 
dedicated to Apollo, and called Delium, was built on the coaft ot 
Batotia, between the city of Aulis and the mouth of the A [opus, a- 
bout five miles from Tanagra (4). 

(4) Strabo, I. ix. 
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example of the capital was followed by the whole ifland, and 

all Eubcea fubmitted to the Syrian^ who from that time made 
Chalcis the place of his refidence. He fpbnt the winter there, 
fending deputies to all the free ftates of Greece to court their 
frichdfhip. His powerbegan now to be formidable ; where- 
fore the E leans, the Epihts, the Boeotians, and the Atha- 
rnanes readily joined him, renouncing their alliance with 
Rome. The Athamanes were prevailed upon to join him by 
Philip the regent of Athamania, who was a pretender to the 
crown of Macedoni (Nj. 

And now the time drawing near to take the field, Ari- 
tiocbus advanced to Larijfa^ and from thence fummoned 
his allies to fend their troops to the neighbourhood of Phera<, 
where they were to rendezvous. While he was waiting here 
for the arrival of the confederate troops, he made a very impo- 
litic ftep, which was the taking . the regent of Athamania with 
him to the plains of Cynocepha rla, where the Macedonians y 
who had been killed when. P "hi lip was overcome, lay ftill un- 
buried. He thought, that the pretended king of Macedon 9 
by procuring their obfequies to be performed, might gain 
the affedtions of the Macedonians. But this ferved only to 
exafperate the true king of Macedon, who immediately gave 
the Romans notice of the progrefs Antiochus was making in 

Greece 

The king of Syria being reinforced with the troops of his 
allies, and having no enemies to refift him, laid fiege to Pbe- 



was 



Larijfa 



berating whether he fhould lay fiege to it or not, news was 
brought him, that a body of Romans was arrived at Gonni, 
a city about twenty miles from Larijfa. . Claudius, who 
commanded this fmall detachment, in order to deceive An- 
tiochus, encamped in a much larger camp than was neccfTary 
for fo fmall a number of troous* and kindled fo manv fires, 



f Liv. ibid. c. 5. Polyb. legat, 12. 
ibid. 
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(N) Amynander 9 Icing of the Athamanes had married at Megalo* 
polis, a woman named Apamia, a nativfe of Macedsn, who was faid 
to be dcfceaded from Alexander the Great. The father of Apamia, 
who alfo bore the name of Alexander ; gave out among the Megalo- 
politans >,\\\it l.c was the true heir of the kingdom of Alacedon. 
The brother of Apamia, whofe name was. Philip, governed the 
kingdom of 'Athamania under Amynander, who was a weak prince : 
And Antiochus gained over Philips by s promifing to relloie him to 

the throw of his anceftora. . 

that 
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that Antiochusi believing a numerous army bf Romans was 
ready to fall upon him, decamped with great precipitation* 
and returned to Chalets, which city proVed as fatal to him 
as Capua had beeii to Hannibal \ For there, though he was Chalcis 
advanced in years* teing above fifty, he fuffered himfelf to p roves jr^ 
be fhamefully captivated by- the charms of a fair Ghalcidian* tal to An- 
She was the daughter of one of the chief citizens of Chalets^ tiochua. 
named Clesptolemus^ in whofe houfe the king lodged, and a 
young woman of great virtue. The king therefore was ob- 
liged to difclofe his paflion, not to her only, but likewife to 
her father, arid defire his confent to marry her. The dis- 
proportion of her age and condition to thofe of the king's* 
made Cleoptolemus fear, that his daughter would foon repent 
her advancement to fo high a ftation, and therefore was very 
unwilling to grant the king his requefh But Antiochus to 
the paflion of a lover joined the authority of a Sovereign* and 
then the father was obliged to acquieSce; and the nuptials 
were celebrated with regal magnificence, and all the Security 
of the moft peaceable times. The king was now fo taken 
up with his young queen, that he feemed to forget Rome s 
Greece, and Syria. Neither the important war he was en- 
gaged in, nor the defence of his allies, nor the prefervation 
of the glory he had already acquired, affe&ed him in die 
leaft. His unfeafonable love was become a ftanding topic of 
rallery in all conversations, his allies made loud complaints, 
the Soldiery, being kept in a ftate of ina&ion, began to mutiny, 
and the JEulians themfelves to exprefs great uneaSinefs. But 
the king, inSenfible to every thing but his paflion, which en- 
grafted the whole man, Spent the reft of the winter in feaft- 
ing and rejoicings; and the ill example of the court infefted 
the officers, and even the common Soldiers, of the Syrian 
army :] difcipline was negle&ed, their bodies were weaken- 
ed, and the whole army abandoned themfelves to idlenefs and 
debauchery h . 

While Antiochus was thus loft in pleafures at Chalcis, 
Rome kept a watchful eye over him. A hundred quinquercmcs 
were fitted out to fcour the eaftern Seas, and after the elections 
were over, and a regulation made of the troops that were to 
ferve this year, war was formally declared againft Antiochus. 
Then the new confuls, P. Cornelius Scipio Nafica and A. 
jfcilius Glabrio, drew lots for their provinces, and Greece fell 
to the latter, who Set out in the beginning of May for Brun* 
duftum, whence he fet fail for Greece^ and, croliing the hni- 
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an lea, landed his forces, without the leaft oppofition, to the 
number of twenty thoufand foot, two thoufand horfe, and 
fifteen elephants."" He immediately fent his infantry toJS&bius* 
who was encamped near Pellinaa in Thejfaly* and with hia 
cavalry he marched to Limnoea^ another city of Thejfaly r 
which the king of Mace don was befieging. Both thefe pla- 
ces furrendered to. the conful at difcretion, and in Pellinaa 
was taken Philip the pretender to the crown of Macedon. The 
king in derifion called him brother, ordered him to be faluted 
king, and conduced him to the conful, who put him in irons 

The tro- anc * * k" 11 to Then the Romans and Macedonians 

grefs of the P artec 'j to fpread the terror of their arms in different places* 
Romans The king made himfelf mafter of all Athamania 9 Aminander 
rouxes An- having retired with his wife and children into Epirus ; and 
tiochus, the conful foon reduced all Thejfaly. This furprizing pro*- 

grefs of the Romans roufed at laft Antiochus out of his lethar- 
gy. He loved his new wife Eubia to adoration; but his rear 
fon, pointing out to him the ihameful figure a man of his 
years and chara&er muft make in being thus taken up with 

youthful pleafures, at laft got the better of his paffion \ and 
he determined to leave Chalets and draw nearer to JEtoIia. 
This obliged him to aflemble all the troops he had difperfed 
over Greece, and join them in one army. All the Syrian 
troops amounted to no more than ten thoufand foot and five 
hundred horfe. With thefe he advanced to the confines of 
JEtolia, in hopes of powerful fuccours from thence-5 but he 
was difappointed ; for the JEtolian chiefs could not raife above 
four thoufand men, who were for the moft part their own cli- 
ents and vaffals. Antiochus was then fenfible that he had been 
impofed upon by Thoas ; but, notwithftanding this 
difappointment, he purfued his meafures. He knew, that 
the Roman army had paffed the Spercbius> and was ravaging 
Phthiotis. To prevent therefore their entering Achaia by 
way of Locrisy and at the fame time to fecure himfelf 
againft the attacks of the enemy, he feized a pafs already 
Antiochus famous in hiftory, called Thermopylae This pafs was not a- 
feizes bove twenty-five foot broad, and bounded on one fide by the 
Thermo- f ea , and on the other by mount Oeta. The king ftrengthened 
pyl«. the natural fortifications of the place with trenches and ram- 
parts. And as he was not ignorant, that Xerxes would not 
have been able to force the Lacedemonians^ if he had not or- 
dered fome of his troops to climb up the mountains, and from 
thence rufli down upon the enemy, he detached two thoufand 
JEtolians to feize the fummita of mount Oeta> which were 

nearcft his camp. l . 

1 Liv. ibid. c. 15, Appian. in Syriacis. c 96. 

The 
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, The Roman general was informed of the prudent pre- 
cautions which. Antiochus had taken, and was under no fmall 
concern.; To endeavour to drive the enemy from pafles, 
where fcarce ten armed men could march a-breaft was a 
dangerous attempt to follow the example of Xerxis, and 
climb over the mountains, was impracticable, the tops of the 
mountains being guarded by two thoufand Mtolians. In this 
perplexity he had recourfe to the famous Cato, who, being 
tired with the wranglings of the bar, had roufed up his mar- 
tial fpirit, and now ferv.ed in the troops in no higher a ftatiV 
on than that of a legionary tribune. This brave and prudent 
warrior extricated the conful out of his difficulties, by offer- 
ing to diilodge the Mtolians from their advantageous poft. 
As this enterprise was of no lefs difficulty than importance, 
the conful thought proper to join L. Valerius, one of his 
lieutenants, with Cato in the execution of it. The former 
was ordered to march againft that body of JEtolians, which 
was encamped on the fummit, called Tichius, and the latter 
againft thofe who were on the other* named Callidromus* 
Valerius was repujfed by the JEtolians, and forced to retire j 
but Cato, after uyprgoing inexpreffible fatigues and dangers, But is dif- 
got atlaft to the top of the mountain, and charged the Mto- lodged and 
Hans with fuch refolution, that he obliged them to abandon defeated, 
their poft and fly for , refuge to the valley. In the mean time 
the main body of the; army was warmly engaged with Antio- 
chus, but could not with all their valour force the Syrian's en- 
trenchment. Acilius did wonders, but great numbers of his 
men being either killed, or wounded, the reft began to be dis- 
heartened, when the conful all on a fudden fpied Cato half 
way down the hill, and the Mtolians flying before him. 
This fight infpired the Romans with new vigour, and ftruck 
no fmall terror into the Syrians, who had behaved during the 
a&ion with incredible valour, and ftill maintained their ground, 
till Cato, attacking the camp in its weakeft part, put an end 
to the difpute. The king, having received a blow on the 
mpu.th with a ftone, turned his horfe about and fled. His ex- 
ample was followed by the whole army, every one drifting for 
himfelf, and leaving the pafles open for the Romans, who did 
not purfue them, being taken up with plundering the camp, 
Where they found a rich booty k . 

Ttta next day early in morning the conful marched to Ela- 
tia, whither Antiochus had firft retired. But before the arri- 
val of the Rttthtins the king was fled from thence, and had 
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got fafc to Chalets with five hundred horfe. All the irifanitry, 
being too much tired to follow the king in his flight, were 
furprifed by the Ronton hork and cut in pieces ; fo that 'afjirft'*- 
chus may be faid to have loft his whole army, in the a&ibri 
pf Thermopyfe and in the purfuit (O). 1 The conful continued 
his march through Bceotia to the Euripus^f(\t\t a defigri to 
drive Antiochus from Chalets \ and recover the iflknd of Eubosa. 
The Boeotians had declared for Antiochus y and therefore being 
fcfzed with terror at the fight of the cdhfiikr arjny, (hey ap-i 
peared before Acilius in the attire of fapplicants, <and the 
conful fpared both their, liyes and lands, not fufFering his fol- 
diers to commit any hoftilities, except it Coromaa, where, :: by 
a public edift of th^ Boeotian diet, a ftatue hail been erfe<3:ed 
to Antiochus. 1 Af this fight the legionaries were fo provoked,- that 
Acilius coujd riqt.reftrain them ;- the city was plundered, and 
theterritory laid wafte; Wheii the cpnfular army appeared 
Antiochus Before Cbalcis,' Antiocbus 9 ; f embafcked witfihis new queen, fet 
leaves fail for Afia y arid' 4 retired 4 to • EphtfitS. 1 Upon his departure 
Chalcis. Chalets' opened her gates to the Rdntans^md all Eubcea fol- 
lowed 'the example of (he capital. AiilitjLthm returned to 
Thermopvla, and from tKerice continued Wto&rch to Hera- 
ilea (Ptf which two' thoufand Mtolidm ftill kept for Anii$r 
chus v : : ' ' '■ " " • -" : < r 'P-i- ' '■ ■ i'" 

Kef o R e the conful befieged the city : in form, ; he fummon- 
cd the garifoh arid the inhabitants to winder $ representing, 
that they could expe& ho relief froih'a ftgitiye! king ; that all 
Greece t had a-riew declared for Rome % that it Was not tob kte 
to' have recpi^rfe to the derriency of the Romans ; and that he 
would look upon their delivering up' of the city as ah un- 
queftionable proof of a firicere ripentance. '■ Damocrhus, who 
had told Flaminius that he would give him' on the banks of 
the Tyber a copy of the ( decree inviting Antiochus into Greece^ 
was governor of the * place y and by his' means the* Mtolians, 
as well as the inhabitants, refolved to hold out to the laft. 
The conful therefore % was obligjed to have : recourfe to force, 
and it was not without thii utmbft difficulty that he made Mm- 
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(O) Valerius of Antium, according to Lsvy r greatly magnified 
the king's lofs ; for he wtote that forty thoufand Syrians were killed 
upon the fpot, and five thoufand taken prifoners (5). 

(PVThia city, called Heraclea Trachyntet, ftqod between the S per - 
thius and the Afophut % near the gulf of Zeiton, and about forty 
furlongs diftant from fhermopyla (6). 

(5) Liv. L 36. c. 19. (6) Strabol, 9. Tbucyd. /. 3. 
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felf mafter of it, Heraclea was fortified by nature and art, 
and in a condition to make a long and vigorous defence. The 
conful having invefted the city on all fides, began to bat- 
ter it night and day with a great number of warlike machines, 
which difcharged ftiowers of darts and ftones on the befieged. 
The Mtolians on the other hand maintained their pofts with 
inexpreflible courage, haraffed the Romans with frequeijt fal- 
lies, fet fire to their engines, and, by letting down iron hooks 
from the wall, rendered their battering rams quite ufelefs. 
The aggreflbrs no fooner opened a breach by undermining 
the wall, but the befieged made vigorous fallies, keeping the 
Romans employed till their companions within repaired the 
breach. Thus they held out forty days againft the inceffant 
attacks of the whole confular army. The great number of 
the befiegers lelTened their fatigues ; but the befieged were em- 
ployed night and day, the whole garifon being fcarce fufficient 
for the conftant defence of the place. The conful being fen- 
fible that the JEtolians could hardly be overcome with fatigues 
and watchings, refolved to give fome relaxation, but with a 
view the more effe£hially to deceive them. He commanded 
a flop to be put to the attacks at twelve every night, and did 
not renew them till nine in the morning. The /Etalians, be- 
ing perfuaded that the Romans were as much exhaufted as 
themfelves, retired at the fame time, and did not return to 
the walls till they had refrefhed themfelves with fome hours 
reft. They continued this pra&ice for fome time ; but 
the conful all on a fudden ordered Sempronius to attack 
the citadel at three in the morning, not doubting but the 
noife would draw all the garifon thither. Accordingly 
the /Etolians being waked, haftened to the caftle, and the 
Romans at the fame time aflaulted with great vigour the 
town, but were repulfed by the /Etolians in three fucceflive 
attacks. Acilius had ordered his legionaries to attack the town 
on all fides, except that which joined the fuburbs. There he 
had placed a ftrong detachment among the ruins of the demo- 
liflied houfes, with orders not to ftir till they heard the fignal. 
He imagined, that the befieged would draw off their men from 
that place, which was not attacked, to defend the others. And 
fo it happened, the befiegers left this place quite undefended, 
which the conful perceiving, gave the fignal agreed on, and 
the legionaries mounted the wall without any oppofiiion. 
The befieged hearing a fhout on the rampart believed the city 
was taken, and fled with great precipitation to the citadel. Aci- 
lius fuffcred the city to be plundered, not fo much out of a 
(pi rit of revenge, as to reward the foldiers, who had not as yet 
been allowed to plunder any of the cities they had taken. 
Vol. VI. 4 E The 
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The pillaging of the city took them up from break of day 
till noon, when the conful marched againft the citadel, which, 
as it was not fufficiently ftocked with provifions to maintain 
fuch a number of men, women, and children, as had fled 
thither for refuge, foon furrendered at difcretion. The JEto- 
Hans threw thcmfelves upon the clemency of the Romans, and 
by way of preliminary delivered up into the conful's hands 
their leader Damocritus, who probably was fent to Rome, 
with the other captives of the conquered nations m . 

From Heraclea the conful marched to Lamia, a ftrong 
place fituated on a rock about feven miles diftant. The troops 
of king Philip had begun the fiege at the fame time that the 
Romans fet down before Heraclea. As the two cities were 
near each other, and Lamia flood on an eminence, the Ma- 
cedonians and Romans could difcover, each from their own 
camp, what progrefs was made in the other. Hence arofe an 
emulation between the two armies, which fhould reduce their 
city firft. The works were carried on by both with the ut- 
moft vigour ; but as the Macedonians could not, according 
to their cuftom, undermine the walls, the city being placed 
on a rock, the Romans took Heraclea before the Macedonians 
had made any confiderable progrefs in the liege of Lamia. 
Philip indeed did not at firft affift in perfon, being prevented 
by an indifpofition 5 but he no fooner recovered, than he went 
to pay a vifit to Acilius, who was then encamped at Ther- 
mopylae and congratulated him on his victory. From the 
conful's camp Philip haftened to Lamia to puriue the fiege ; 
but he had not the fatisfa<ftion of taking the place, the Lami- 
ans chufing rather to fubmit to the Romans, in hopes of 
recovering their liberty, than to receive the Macedonian 
yoke n . 

Before Heraclea and Lamia were befieged, the Mtolians 
had fent an embafly to Antiochus then at Ephefus. Thoas, 
who was at the head of it, endeavoured, purfuant to his in- 
ftru&ions, to engage the king to draw together his troops, 
and return into Europe. He reprefented, that if the war 
was not carried on with vigour in Greece, he would foon fee 
the Romans in the heart of his dominions. What he faid was 
not improbable, and therefore determined Antiochus to fend 
immediately into JEto/ia confiderable fums, and give orders 
for the affembling of his forces. Thoas he kept with him, 
who was very glad to continue at court, and there have an 
opportunity of preftng the king to fulfil his promifes. Tims 
the AZtolians were wholly bent upon renewing the war befoic 
the taking of the two above-mentioned cities ; but the reduc- 

m Liv. ibid. c. 25. 11 Idem, ibid. c. 26. 
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tion of thefe abated their ardor, and now nothing was talked 
of in their aflemblies, but of concluding a peace. They fent 
ambafladors to the conful to make propofals, but he received 
them with the air of a conqueror. " I have other bufineis 
tc on my hands, faid he, than to hear you ; go back to your 
c< diet at Hypata, whither I will fend Valerius Flaccus to 
tc treat with you : make your propofals to him, and in the 
«« mean time I grant you a ten days truce o M , 

Valerius and the ambafladors fet out together for Hypata 9 
where the general affembly was held. The diet fhewed him 
extraordinary honour - 9 held their feffions at his houfe, and to 
fliew that they repofed an entire confidence in him,, they defired 
him to inftruA them in what manner they fliould treat with the 
fenate. Our alliance, faid they, with the republic is very ancient. 
By how many good offices have we Ihewn our attachment to 
Rome? Here Valerius flopped them, and defired they would not 
mention an alliance, which they had fo often broken. An hum- 
ble fubmiffion, faid he, will have more effect on the conful and 
fenate, than a vain oftentation of your fervices. The diet 
feemed to pay a great regard to the wholefome advice of Va~ 
lerius*) and their deputies, putting on an air of humiliation, 
prefented themfelves before the conful. Pbaneas^ who was 
their Tpeaker, addreffing the conful in a mournful tone, began 
his fpeech by telling' him, that all JEtolia^ repenting her late 
conduit, threw herfelf on the honour and clemency of the 
Romans. The conful, without fuffering him to purfue his 
harangue, immediately replied ; you fay, JEtolia furrenders 
herfelf to the Romans y if fo, deliver up the head of your 
nation, who was the author of your revolt j put into my hands 
Menetas the Epirot, Amynander king of Athamania^ and fitch 
of the Athamanians as have revolted from us, and taken 
fan&uary in /Etolia. While he was yet fpeaking, Phanea: 
interrupting him, anfwered with a quite different air and 
tone of voice ; You demand more than we promifed ; we 
threw ourfelvcs upon your honour, but we did not deliver 
ourfcJves up to flavcry. What you require is neither confid- 
ent with the honour of the Mtolian nation, nor with the 
Jaws and cuftoms of Greece. What is that to me, replied 
Acilius haughtily, whether my demands are agreeable to your 
cuftoms and laws, or not? 1 hey are agreeable to the will of 
the Romans, and that is enough. Phaneas was offering to 
fpeak, when the conful riling up, What, faid he, da you 
refufe to obey my orders, and plead your cuftoms or laws with 
me ? Then turning 10 1 he lieior>, he ordered them to bring 

o I lem , ibid, c 27. 
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in iron chains and collars, and threatened to put the ambafla- 
dors in irons that inftant, and treat them like rebels and trai- 
tors, unlefs they promifed to perform what he required. "The 
fight of the chains, and the threats of the angry conful fo ter- 
rified them, that neither Ph&neas nor his collegues durft ut- 
ter one word, Valerius, taking their part, defired the con- 
ful to remember that they were ambafTadors, and confequently 
ought not to be treated with all the feverity, which their in- 
fincerity perhaps might deferve. This encouraged Phosneas 
to reprefent to the conful in terms of great fubmiflion ; That 
neither he, nor the council of the apocleti who had fent him, 
could obey his orders, without the confent and approbation 
of the general aflembly of the whole natioh \ he therefore 
entreated him to grant them a further truce for ten days, dur- 
ing which time he promifed to bring him a pofitive anfwer. 
Jcilius heard him now with patience, and granted tTie fuf- 
penfion of arms he required p. 

Upon the return of the ambafTadors, and the report which 
they made of the fevere treatment they had met with, a ge- 
neral aflembly was convened, to which all the cities of JEtolia 
fent their deputies. Thele were fired with indignation at the 
bare recital of the preliminaries propofed by the Romans, and 
all cried out, We are then reduced to flavery : Is the king 
of Athamania our fubjeit ? Can we difpofe of him as we pleafe, 
and deliver him up to the Romans? Warm debates arofe, and 
the members of the council could neither agree with the prse- 
tor, nor "among themfelves. On one fide the Romans were 
a formidable enemy ; but they had yet taken only two cities : 
on the other Antiochus was a 'wealthy prince, powerful by 
fea and land, and a declared enemy to the Romans. While 
they were in this uncertainty, a thing happened which deter- 
mined them to choofe the worft part. One Nicander, an 
adlive and buttling man, had gone from Mtolia to Ephefus, 
where Antiochus refuted, and returned home in twelve days. 
He brought large fums of money with him from the king of Sy- 
ria, and aflured the diet, that early in the fpring all the for- 
ces of Syria would be fent to their affiftance. He added, that 
the king of Macedon was highly difiatisficd with the conduit of 
the Romans, and would not fail to join them, when a fair op- 
portunity offered of revolting from his new allies. What he 
f.iid with relation to Philip had great appearance of truth, and 
therefore was of great weight with the aflembly. Nicander 
on his return to Greece had been obliged to pafs between the 
Roman and Macedonian camps, and keeping as far as he could 
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from the Romans fell upon an advanced guard of the Macedo- 
nians, by whom he was taken and carried to the king. The 
prifoner expefted no good treatment from Philip, and was 
under no fmall apprehenfion of being delivered up to the Ro- 
mans. But, contrary to his expectation, he was received 
by the Macedonian in a very friendly manner, and even invi- 
ted to fup with him. After the repaft, the king ordered the 
reft of the company to withdraw, and then addrefled Nicander 
thus : " You are not in the power of an enemy, but of a 
44 friend, and therefore diveft yourfelf of all fear. Are you 
" not at laft fenfible, that the JEtolians your countrymen are 
c< the authors of all our misfortunes? They firft brought the 
" Romans into Greece, and affifted them in the redu&ion of 
cc my dominions. Then they grew weary of their new 

matters, and drew Antiochus into thefe parts. However, 
*' I forget all that is paft, and will not infult you in your mi- 
" fery. Only let the diet at Hypata know, that it is high 
4t time for them to lay afide their hatred tome. As for you, 
cc Nicander, remember, that I now give you your life, and 
4C be grateful V Accordingly Nicander acquainted the diet 
With the kind reception he had met with in Philip's camp, 
and the JEtolians inferred from thence, that the king might be 
eafily drawn off from the Romans. This perfuafion, with the 
money which Nicander brought from Afia, and the reports 
which he fpread, that Antiochus was read} to pafs into Europe 
at the head of a powerful army, made fuch impreffions or* 
thealTembly, that all thoughts of peace vaniflied, and nothing 
was now talked of but war. They refolved to draw all their 
forces, to NaupacJus, and preferve at all events that important 
city againft the return of Antiochus r . 

Acilius on the other hand look'd on the taking of Nau- 
paclus as the moft fatal t>low he could give the Mtolian nation, 
and therefore refolved to attempt it. In the firft place he fent 
four thoufand men under the command of App\ 'us Claudius 
to guard the roads through which the army was to pafs. The 
conful did not begin his march, till he had implored the a fli fi- 
ance of the gods, by offering a folemn facrificc to Hercules 
on the top of mount Oeta ( QJ. Having thus confccratcj 

* Liv. ibid. Polyb. iegat. 13. r Liv. ibid. c. 30. 

( QJ Mount Oeta was dedicated to Hercules* there being an old 
tradition in il.e country, that this hero ended his life and labours 
there. One of the (ummits of this mountain was called Pyra, that 
is a funeral pile, becaufc Hercules had there burnt hi in fe If, and wis 
ever after reckoned among the gods. The fame of the place drew 
the conful to it, and before hia departure he oflcicd facriiices to the 
deity there worfhipped. 
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his departure by an a& of religion, he fet out at the head qf 
his army, and met with no difficulties in his march, till he 
came to Corax (R), the higheft mountain of Mtolia^ which 
he was obliged to climb over, with all the warlike machines 
and baggage of a numerous army. There great numbers of 
beafts of burden, and many of the foldiers were loft in the pre- 
cipices. Not one fingle JEtolian appeared to difpute this dan- 
gerous paflage with the conful, which might have been defend- 
ed by a handful of men againft an army how numerous foe- 
ver. At length the Romans got over it, and arrived greatly 
fatigued before NaupaRus^ which the conful immediately in- 
verted. But as the Mtolians defended thqmfelves with incre- 
dible vigour and courage, the whole confular army was em- 
ployed here moft part of the fummer, while Philip and the 
jicbaans reduced entire provinces. The former not pnly 
made himfelf maimer of De7hetrias y but extended his conquefts 
%o Dolopia* Jperantia and Perrhcebia (S) ; and thus by der 
grees recovered all the places that had been taken from him c . 

But Flaminius, whorefided at Chalcis (T), not being at 
all pleafed with the progrefs which the conful fuffered Philip 
%o make, contrary to the intereft of Rome> haftened to- Nan* 

f Idem ibid. Appi an. in Syriac. 99. c Lit. 1. 36. c. 32. 

(R) According to Ptolemy this mountain lay between mount Cat- 
lidromus, and mount Parnajfus, Li<vy places it between NaupaSus and 

Callifolis. 

(S) Dolopia was part of Epirus, and bordered upon Tbeffaly, near 
mount Pindus. Aperantia was another province of Epirus, lying 
near the fprings of the Jcbelous. Perrhdsbla was properly the 
mountainous country about Olympus in Tbejafy, extending from the 
city of Jtrax as far as Tempe (7). 

(T) Flaminiusj after having conquered Philip, and fettled the 
affairs of Greece, was long kept in that country by his republic on 
account of his great /kill and addrefs in negotiations. He had no 
title, but nevcrthelefs was more refpe&ed than the confuls themfel ves. 
When any differences arofe, the contending parties generally had 
recourfc to Flamimus % referring the whole tq his arbitration He 
had chofc Chalcis for the ufual place of his refidence. That city 
owed its fafety to him ; for Act lius, when it funendered to him after 
the Jepartnre of Antiochus, waa refolved to give it up to be plunder- 
ed 1 but Tlaminius had intereft enough with the comul to appeals 
his wrath, and lave both the lives and eilatcs of the inhabitant*. 
From that time the Chakhiians carried their cratitinicto excels ; rhcy 
built a temp!c, and iniHtutcd a fellival in his honour, putting nun 
upon the fame level with Jupiter, Jj>o/Jo y and J Jennies itf). 

(7 Siido. !. 9. Ih/ oJjt. ! 7. ($ ; P!;it hi Flamin. 
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received by the conful, whom he abruptly addrefled thus ; Are 
you aware what prodigious pains you take to ruin the affairs 
of the republic? Acilius furprized at thefe words, defired him 
to explain his meaning ; and then Flaminius told him, that 
ever finee his vi&ory at Thermopylae he had fpent his whole 
time in taking two cities, while Philip had not contented him- 
self with the taking of cities, but had reduced whole nations. 
You are endeavouring^ continued Flaminius, to Icflen the 
" power of Mtolia, and at the fame time fuffera far more 
dangerous enemy to increafe his beyond meafure : confider 
cc better the true intereft of Rome; raife this troublefome 
« fiegc, leave Naupaftus? and deliver Greece from impending 
« c flavery * 

As the authority of Flaminius was great at Rome, and his 
reafoning very juft, Acilius was unwilling to difoblige him ; 
but on the other hand he confidered, that the raifing the fiegc 
of a town, which had already held out two months, might 
reflect no fmall difhonour on his conduft, and therefore was 
fometime in fufpenfe, whether he fhould follow the advice of 
Flaminius^ or contrary to his opinion purfue the fiege. But Acilius 
at length he yielded, Flaminius taking upon him to juftify his prevailed 
conduft to the fenate, and to perfuade the JEtolians to make u P on h 
fomekind of fubmiifion. Accordingly he immediately Ihewed F'ammias 
himfelf to the befieged, who, running in crowds to the ram- t0 ra *f e *b* 
parts, implored his afliftance with mournful cries. Fla?ninius^ e 0 * 
feemed at firft not to give ear to their entreaties, but as they 1 au P ac "' 
redoubled their cries, befeeching him, with tears in their eyes, 
to have companion on an unfortunate people, who fled to him 
for protection, he gave them to underftand, that they might 
fend deputies to confer with him. Hereupon Phceneas and 
the chief men of the nation came out and threw thcmfelves 
proftrate at his feet. Flaminius feeing them in this humble 
pofture, " I will not infult you, faid he, in this condition, nor 
« c aggravate your forrow with unfeafonable reproaches. Your 
misfortunes are indeed affefting ; but I forewarned you of 
«* them, and you have the further mortification to know, 
«* that you have by your imprudent conduct brought them 
* c upon yourfelves. But as I am appointed by the gods to 
« c preferve Greece^ your ingratitude lhall not get the better of 
4t my propenfion to mercy. Go, thiow vourfelvcs at the 
*< conful's feet, and beg a fufpeniion of arms, in order to fend 
** ambufliidors to Rome to negotiate a peace \ i will intercede 



tus. 



* Liv. ibid. & Pi, ut. in f.inui. 
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" with theconful in your behalf"* They followed the advice 
of Flaminius ; ambafladors were fent to the Roman fenate, 
and Acilius, breaking up the fiege, marched his army back 
into Pbocis w. The city of Naupa&us muft have been redu- 
ced to great ftraits, fince the befieged fued fo earneftly for the 
:prote£Hon of Flaminius. But, on the other hand * if Acilius 
had believed he could carry it in a fhort time, he would not 
have let it flip out of his hands ; the whole flower of the 
JEtolian nation was fhut up in the city, and the reducing 
of it would have made their fubmiflion more hearty and fin- 
cere. 

Acillui being difengaged from this troublefome fiege, made 
the beft ufe be could of the fhort time he was to ftay in 
Greece. He gave audience to the ambafladors of the Epirots^ 
who came to excufe the fteps they had taken with regard to 
Antiochus. They had not indeed fent any troops to his affift- 
ance, but were fufpe&ed to have fupplied him with money 
and provifions. The conful told them, that he was in doubt, 
whether he fliould call them friends or enemies, but that the 
fenate of Rome knew how to explain their myfterious and 
artful conduft. However, he granted them a truce for three 
months, enjoining them to clear themfelves before the fenate. 
At Rome they were received very coldly ; but as it did not 
appear that they had committed any hoftilities, the fenators 
chofe rather to fhew them mercy, than to draw new enemies 
upon the republic *. 

As for the JEtolian ambafladors, the truce, which had 
been granted them, was near expiring, before they could ob- 
tain an audience of the fenate. They were, however, ad- 
mitted at laft, and endeavoured to raife the compaflion of the 
fenate ; they gave a long, but modeft, account of the fervi- 
ces they had rendered the republic, during their alliance with 
her, and begged, that in confideration of them the confeript 
fathers would forgive them their late conduit. Many quef- 
tions were put to them ; but the fenators obferved, that, in- 
ftead of giving any pofitive and direct anfwer, they had re- 
courfe tp fupplications and entreaties. This made them fuf- 
pe& their fincerity. Wherefore they were ordered to with- 
draw, and warm debates arofe among the fathers, fome be- 
ing for granting them a peace, and others for purfuing the 
war. Some days were fpent in thefe difputes, and as the am- 
bafladors artfully declined giving fatisfa&ory anfwers, the fe- 
nate long continued in fufpencc between peace and war. At 

* Idem, ibid. c. 35. * Idem, ibid. c. 36. 
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laft the ambafljidors were told, that they 
tfcefe two conditions, viz. either tqfubntft to t^ie will of the ditions of- 
fchate, or to pay the republic a thoufand talents, and neither feredbytke 
make War nor peace with any otherpower, without the con-/**** *° 
ftnt and approbation of Rome. The JEtolians had pot fojrj' • 
much money y ^nd, on the other hand, if they implicitly fub.- n ' 
mitted to the will of the fenate, they were perfuaded, that 
Rome would not be contented with that which they were 
wiling to grant. \Yheref6re they defired to know in what 
points, and how far, they were to fubmit to the will of the 
folate. But t^ey could have no certain, anfwer, and there- 
fore opeqly declared, that they would not confeijt to either 
of the conditions. So that the project of a peace was dropt^ 



ambafladors ordered to leave Rome 
Italy in a fortnight t . 

The Mtolians, qppn the return of their ambafladors, find- 
ing that there- were no hopes left of concluding a peace^ 
thought it neceflary to guard Naupqftus againft a new at- 
tack. They were afraid, that Jcilius, who continued' in 
Greece, would again fit down before the place and carry it. 
To prevent this, they pofted themfelves in the narrow pafles 
of mount Corax, in order to flop his march. But this pre- 
caution only ferved to make the conful turn his arms againft 
another city, of no lefs importance than Naupa&us. Lamia 9 
after having been the laft year very near reduced by Philips 
had fubmitted to Acilius upon very honourable terms, and 
was allpwed its liberty. But wfrile the was employed 

ill the liege of Naupaftus, that city declared a-new againft 
the Romans. Aeilius^ finding it impracticable to make any 
new attempts upon Naupaftys, fet out for Lamia, and ap- 
pearing unexpectedly before the place, at break of day, or- 
dered the walls to be fcaled on all fides ; but the inhabitants 
m^de a more vigorous defence than had been expeftcd ; all 
ranks of people, even women and children, ran to the walls, 
and joined in defence of (heir country. Whereupon Aciiius 9 
defpairing to take the city by aflault, founded a retreat. The 
Romans returned to their camp j but the general told them, 
that he defigoed to renew the aflault the next morning ; Don't 
expedt, foid he to his troops, to return to the camp till the 
city is taken. Accordingly they renewed the attack with fuch 
vigour, that the befieged, being tired out with the fatigues 
of the preceding day, were in a few hours overpowered, and L* m,a 
the place taken. After the reduction of Lamia the conful j C £ Q * 
was for returning to Naupaftus ; byt in a council of war >^ns " 
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which was held on that occafion, not one of the officers ap- 
proved of Co hazardous an attempt. A fteep mountain co- 
vered the place, and the paflcs were all guarded by numerous 
bodies of JEtolians. The conful therefore marched his troops 
with all poflible expedition, his confulate being ready to ex- 
pire, to Ampbijfa, a city of Locris, which had joined the JE- 
tolians (Uj. He did not attempt to take it by ftorm, but 
beiieged it in form ; the befieged made a vigorous refiftance, 
and held out, till news was brought to Acilius, that L. Cor- 
nelius Scipio, the brother of Scipio Africanus y was landed at 
Jpollonici, and marching through Epirus and Tlujfaly to take 
upon him the command of the army. The new conful brought 
with him an army of thirteen thoufand men, and the great 
Jfricamis ferved under him in quality of his lieutenant (W). 
Cornelius vifited all the coafts of Epirus quite to the Maliac 
gulf. From thence he fent to fummon Hypata^ which was 
one of the moft confiderable cities of Thejfaly. But the in- 
habitants anfwering that they were not their own matters, and 
that they could not furrend: r without the confent of the JE- 
tolian diet, he turned towards Amphijfa, the citadel of which 
AciUus was bcfieging, having already taken the town. The 
conful encamped eight miles from the town, and was foon 
vifited by deputies from Athens , who came to pay their re- 
fpefls to him, and intercede for the JEtolians. They firft im- 
parted the chief bulinefe, which they were come upon, to 

(U) Amphija was a city of the Locrians called Ozofar, fituated 
near the territories of CriJ/a, diftant a hundred and twenty furlongs 
from Delpbos. It was fo called, according to Paufanias, becaufe 
it was furrounded by mountains on all fides. Some modern geo- 
graphers te!i us, that ic Ml retains the fame name; but I* Noir 

cails it Lam h hi a (9;.. 

fVV) The confufs chofen for this year were L. Cornelius Scipio 
and C L<e litis y the fir It the brother, the fecond the friend, of the 
great Scipio Jfn'e.wus. L&lius, being reckoned the beft general, 
artfully proposed :o his collogue, that inftcad of drawing lots, as 
war, ulua', they fhou'd leave the matter to the determination of the 
conferipe fathers L. Scipio knew not how to decline this offer; 
but he defiied time to confider of it, and then confulted his bro- 
ther. Scipio Af-icanus dcfircd him without any hefitation to ac- 
cept the propoial ; and when the feu ate feemed unwilling to de- 
termine r Ii e aiTiir, he, to the great fur prize of all, offered to ferve 
under his brother in quality of his lieutenant. There needed no 
other argument ; the fenace immediately alfigned AJia to the two 
Scipios lib their Cum n ion province. 

(9) Htrodot, I. 8. Strabo I 9. Pan fan. in Pbocicis. 

Scipio 
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Scipio Africanus, remembering, that none of the nations con- 
quered by him had ever repented putting their interefts into 
his hands. Scipio told them, that he would intercede for the 
JEtolians with a great deal of pleafure, and procure them the 
beft terms he could. This raifed the expectations of that un- 
happy nation ; they immediately aflembled a diet at Hypata, 
and fent deputies to the conful, not doubting, but Africanus 
would obtain favourable terms for them. But Cornelius, hav- 
ing conceived fome fort ofjealoufy, in feeing that they all 
paid a greater deference to his brother than to himfelf, though 
veiled with the confular dignity, gave the ambaffadors the 
fame anfwer which the fenate had given before. He ag.mi 
infifted, that the JEtolians fliould either pay a thoufand ta- 
lents, or implicitly fubmit to the will of the Romans. This 
. unexpected anfwer threw the whole nation into the utmoffc 
confte/nation. However, they fent new deputies to the two 
brothers jointly, begging, that they would either abate of 
the fum demanded, or at leaft that, if they fubmit ted to the 
will of the conful, their lives in general fhould be faved. Eat 
Cornelius was inexorable, and would grant neither. Here- 
upon Ech edemas ) the chief of the Athenian embafly, advifed 
them to demand a fix months truce, and once more apply to 
the fenate. They followed his advice, and being backed in <the JE"* 
their requeft, both by Echedemus, and Scipio Africanus, they liana o 
obtii.ied at length the truce they defired. The fame amh.;f- tain a 
fade r j who had been driven from Rome were fent back thi- months 
ther, and the fiege of the citadel of Amphijfa was raifed. 
Then Acilius, refigningup the command of the army to the 
new conful, left Greece, and returned to Rome. The Mwlians 
themfelves were not more overjoyed at this truce than Scipio 
Africanus, who was impatient to pafs over into Afw, and 
once more enter the lifts with Hannibal * . 

The confular army was fcarce withdrawn from Greece, 
when the JFJolians, forgetting the danger they had been in, 
took the field with a defign to reftore king Amynander, their 
friend and ally, to his kingdom. This prince had fided with 
the JEtolians, and on that account had been driven out of his 
kingdom by Philip; whom the Romans had put in pofleilion 
of all the baniflied king's dominions. They foon drove all 
the Macedonian garifons out of Athamania, and placed Amy- 
nanier again on the throne of his anceftors. But this did not 
content the reftlefs JEtolians, inftcad of humbling themfelves 
to Rome, as Amynander did, for difpoiieffing Philip of the 



truce. 



7. 
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dominions which had been allotted to him by the republic, 
they purfued their conquefts, and entering Amphihchia* a 
province of Epirus, formerly fubje£jt to them, but now un^ 
der the prote&ion of Rbme, reconquered almoft the whole 
country. From thence they advanced to jparantia, which 
had likewife belonged to them, and recovered it. Haying 
now retaken what they had loft during the war, they fell up=- 
on Dolopiaj a country which had always bejopged to U15 
lians in- kings of Macedon^ and to which they could lay no claim, 
evade the ^hz Dolopians were eafily prevailed upoji to fliaks pff thff 
ter twr eS Macedonian yoke, and fubmit to the JEtolianf. All thefe 
bu b iit conc l uefts were fo man y infuIts offered - A° tlle republic, in th? 

alliance 71 P er ^ on °^' a king, w ^ c 

with **ad rendered her eminent fervices during the late war. Thu$ 
Rome. * e JEtoIians employed the time which they had been allowed 

to negotiate a peace, and to appeafe, by their fubmiffion, the 

wrath of the fovereign republic. 

However, when they heard that the fenate, upon an 
embafly from Amynander, had confirmed him in the pofleffion 
of his dominions, they refolved at laft to apply to the fenate, 
not only for a peace, but for their confent to hold the pro- 
vinces which they had lately reduced, hoping the republic 
would be no lefs favourable to them, than ithe had been to 
Their in- their ally Amynander. Their ambafladors arrived at Rome 



was 



ftneere pro 
c 



senate. 



eedl !% bilior and C/r. Mqnlius Vulfo, and before the news of the 
T J famous vidory at Magnefia had reached Italy. Wherefore, 

the better to fucceed in their negotiations, they fpre^d a re- 
port, that the two Scipios had been made prifoners by jfntfoy 
chus at a conference, and that the Roman army was entirely 
defeated. Being qucftioned about their intelligence, they 
pretended to have received the account from fome perfons of 
their nation in the conful's camp, and putting on an air of 
confidence, they fe:*med rather to demand than beg a peace. 
But thefe bad appearances did not abate the pride of the fe- 
nate ? or bring them to fliew any indulgence to /Etolia : 
The ambafladors were difmifTed, and ordered not to return 
without the exprefs confent of the general?, whom the re- 
public fliould fend to carry on the war in their country *. 

The cpnfuls having drawn lots for their provinces, Greece 
fell to M. Fulvius Nobilior > who immediately fet out, and 
landing at Apollo ma , a city of Macedon near the borders pf 
Epirtu, aflembled there a council of the Epirots, to delibe- 
rate on the operations of the campaign. Thefe -advifed him 



* Yal. Amias apudLiv. xxxrn. 
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to begin with the liege of Ambraeia (X), which would open Ambracia 
him a way into the very heart of Mtoiia. Herein they con- befieged by 
{lilted their own iritereft ; for Amhracia belonged formerly to *be Ro- 
the Epirots, and was now to be reftored to them, However, mans - 
Fulvius followed their advice, and, eroding Epbrus, fat down 
before Amhracia. He no fooner faw the town, and obferv* 
ed its fituation, but he concluded that it would be no eafy 
matter to reduce it. It was defended on one fide by a great 
river (Y), and on the other by fteep and craggy hills, and 
furrounded with a high and thick wall above three miles in 
compafs. The confuJ began the fiege by forming two camps 
Separated by the river, but with a communication between 
them ; the Epirots were pofted in one, and the Romans in the 
other. Then he threw up two lines, one of circumvallation, 
and the other of contravallation, and built over-againft the 
citadel, which flood on a hill, a wooden tower in the form 
of a caftle. Whefl the Mtplians underftood, that Fuhius 
had begun the fiege of Amhracia, they afTembled all their 
troops, and marched to the relief of a place, which was a 
key to their dominions. They appointed Stratos, a city of 
Acarnania on the banks of the jphelous, for the place of the 

general rendezvous. In a council of war, which was held 
there, Nicander the praetor and moft of the officers were at 
firft for attacking the Romans. But being afterwards in- 
formed, that though the camp was fortified, the works round 
the place were not finlihed, it was thought more advifeable 
to throw troops into 'thte city, and ftrengthen the garifon. 
Eupolemus, a man of great refoktion, took upon him to per- 
form this, and fucteeded in the attempt, entering Amhracia 
at the head of a thoufahd /Etolians, where the lines were not 
finifhed. As for Nicander, he marched againft the Epirots, 
with a defign to attack them in their campj but, finding them 
ftrongly entrenched, he thought the attack would prove too 
dangerous, and therefore he led his army into Acarnania, and 
laid waftc the whole country. In the mean time the Romans 
and Epirots began to batter the place. The conful ordered 
five attacks to be made at the fame time, three on the fide 

( X) Amhracia was formerly one of the mdft confidcrable cities 
of Efirus. It ftdod at 'the bottom of the Amhracktn bay, upon the 
river draftbus, at a ftnall dlfiance from the lea. The fituation of 
Arha in upper Albania agrees with that of this antient city ( 10). 

(Y) The pity of Amhracia flood un the Ara£lhm y which Linjy 

here calls Arethon. Lc Noir tells us, that the natives call this river 
Spagmagmurifi. 



(10) *trabo.L vli, P#/ '>, tiii. 
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of Pyrrheum> a fmall fortrefs without the city, one oyer- 
againft the temple of JEfculqpius > and another on tjie of 
the citadel* The rams fhook the walls on all fides, arid the 
Romans, from their moveable towers, pulled down the bat- 
tlements with a kind of fcythes, which they fattened to long 
beams. This did not at all difhearten the. Mtolians^ who 
were night and day on the walls, and indefatigable in pre* 
venting the ill effe&s of the rams and fcythes. As to the for- 
mer, they invented a kind of pullies, by which t)iey let 
down beams, large ftones, and lumps of lead upon the rams, 
as they were in motion, and thereby deadened their ftrokes, 
They guarded themfelves againft the fcythes by pulling the 
beams, to which they were fafteeed, into the city with 
large hooks contrived for that purpofe b . 

While Fulvius was thus carrying on the fiege, Nicander, 
after having pillaged Acarnania, returned to Stratos, and from 
thence detached five hundred ijien to reinforce the garifon of 
the befieged city, Thefp got fafe in under the. conduct of 
one Nicodamus, with whom Nicander agreed to attack thp 
Roman camp at a time appointed, not doubting, but, if the 
garifon within, and the arm^ without foil upon them at the 
fame time, and in the night, the Romans might be obliged 
to abandon their camp, and retire from before the city. JV7- 
codamus narrqwly watched the time in which he was ordered 
to fally, and at the hour appointed, though Nicander did not 
appear, marched out at the head of the garifon, armed with 
fire-brands and torches. The Roman centries were not a 
little furprized at this fight, and running to wake their com- 
panions, fpread the alarm over the whole camp. The legio- 
naries marched in fmall bodies, as they happened to meet, to 
repulfe the enemy, whom they engaged in the three different 
places, where the attacks were made on the fide of Py ileum. 
Two of the enemy's bodies were driven back, but the third, 
commanded by two Mtollan generals, maintained their 
ground, made a great flaughter of the Romans, fet fire to 
their tents, and then, not finding thqmfclves feconded by 
Nicander, retired in good order into the city. If Nicander 
had at the fame time attacked the Romans, as he agreed to do, 
the fiege would have been probably raifed ; but he did not 
lend the befieged the leaft affiftance, which fome afcribe to 
timoroufnefs, while others tell us, that he was obliged to 
march his army that very night againft Perfes, who had in- 
vaded Dolopia c. 



* Li v. 1. xxxviii. c. 4. « Idem, ibid. c. c. 
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Nicander had Co much to do elfewhere, that he coilld hot 
bring any relief to the befieged. On one hand Perfes was to 
be driven out of Dolopia ; and on the other the coafts of /£- 
tolia were to be defended from the ravages of Pleuratus* 
king of Illyricum y who affifted the Romans with a numerous 
fleet, and committed great devaftations in the Mtolian terri- 
tories. The befieged being thus abandoned, and without a- 
ny hopes of fuccours, did not, however, defpond, but 
defended themfelves with incredible vigour and refolution. 
The Romans had no fooner made a breach in the wall, but 
it was repaired, and a new wall built up behind it. The 
conful therefore altered his meafures, and inftead of making 
breaches with the ram, began to undermine the wall in hopes 
of throwing down great part of it at once, and entering the 
city before the befieged could have time to build a new wall. 
The miners began the work, and being covered were Hot 
obferved by the garifon, till the heaps of earth that were 
brought out of the mine gave them the alarm. They began 
then to countermine, and having dug a trench of the depth 
they fuppofed the mine to be, they carried it along the wall 
where they heard the 1 ftrokes of the pick-axes of the Romans* 
In a few hours they came to that part of the wall which the 
Romans had fapped, and fupported with wodden props. 
When the two mines met, a battle enfued under ground, 
firft with pick-axes and fpades, and then with fwords and 
fpears. But this attack did not laft long, each party making 
themfelves a kind of rampart with the loofe earth. But the 
MtolianSj in order to drive the enemy quite out of the mine, 
invented a machine, which they brought to the place where 
the two mines met. This was an hollow veflel with an iron 
bottom, bored through in many places, and armed with 
fpikes at proper diftances, to prevent the enemy from ap- 
proaching it. This veffel they filled with feathers, which 
they fet on fire, and with bellows driving the fmoke on the 
befiegers, obliged them to leave the mine, through fear of 
being fuffbeated, and interrupt the work ; which interruption 
they made ufe of to repair the foundations of the walls (i . 

This vigorous refinance did not raife the courage of the 
Mtolians in general j they knew, that by the gallant behavi- 
our of their countrymen the taking of Ambraaa was only de- 
layed ; on the other hand, their dominions were attacked by 
'he Macedonians ) Illy nans 9 and Achaans^ and to refift fo mp- 
ny enemies at once feemed impoffiblc. The praetor there- 
fore thought it neceflary to aflcmble the diet, that the head* 

* Idem, ibid. c. 8. Polvd. legat. 28. 
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of the nation might confult together about the meafures that 
were moft proper in the prefent pofture of affairs. The 
lenibers of the aflembly were all unanimous, that a peace 
ought to be procured upon any tolerable terms. Our de- 
pendence, faid they, was on Antiochus ; but, now that he is 
Confined to the other fide of mount Taurus, we can expe£t 
jio affiftance from him 5 let us then in time avert the evils 
which threaten, after his ruin, to overwhelm us. Accord- 
ingly a refolution was taken to fend Pbaneas and Damottles 
to the conful with full power to conclude a peace. Fulvius 
received them with haughtinefs, but did not reject their re- 
queft. The preliminaries he infifted upon were, 1/?, that 
they fhould lay down their arms ; idly, that they ihould de- 
liver up to him all the horfes of their army ; ylly, that they 
Ihould pay to the republic a thoufand talents, one half upon 
the fpot, and the other at different payments. Thefe con- 
ditions feemed fo hard, that the ambaffadors begged leave to 
return and confult the diet before they accepted them. Upon 
their return they were checked by the aflembly for leaving 
the conful without figning the articles. We muft have a 
peace, they all cried out, good or bad, conclude it therefore 
without giving Fulvius time to reflect. They therefore im- 
mediately fet out again for the Roman camp, but on the road 
were furrounded and taken prifoners by a party of Acarna- 
nians, who carried them to Tyrrbeum a city of Acarnania. 
Fulvius , being informed of what had happened, ordered the 
Acarqanians to fet them at liberty and in the mean time, 
as he was defirous to fettle Mtoliam peace before his autho- 
rity was expired, he gave ear to the interceflions of the Athe- 
nians, Rhodians, and of king Amynander, in behalf of the 
Ambracians. As AmynanderXxzA great intereft in Ambracia + 
having long refided there, the conful made ufe of him to per- 
fuade the inhabitants to capitulate, which he did very dexter- 
. oufly, prevailing upon them to furrender on the following 
Ambracia terms . t ^ at t ^ e j£ to l\ an garifon fhould have leave to march 
capitulates. Qut Q f ^ Q - {t y . t j iat t | ie j n h a t>j tan t s fliould pay five hundred 

talents, two hundred down, and the reft at fix equal pay- 
ments ; that they fhould deliver up to the conful all the pri- 
foners and deferters that were in the city. Thefe articles 
were agreed to by the Ambracians, and approved of by the 
Mtolian diet. Ambracia opened her gates to the conful, and 
prefcnted him with a crown of gold, and many fine ftatues and 
pictures, whereof there were great numbers in that city, 
which Pyrrhus had made his capital and inriched with many 
able monuments e . 

c Liv. 6c Polyd. & ib. 
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After the furrender of Ambracia^ Fulvius entering JEf fi- 
ll a encamped at Argi, the capita! of Ampbilochia, then fub- 
jc6l to the JEtolians, who had reduced all that province. 
There P banco s and Damotcles, being fet at liberty, acquainted 
him, that the JEtolian diet accepted the conditions which he 
had offered them. Nothing now remained but to get them 
ratified by the fenate, and for this purpofe Pbaneas and iV/- 
cander fet out attended by the ambafladors of Athens and 
Rhodes 9 who went to intercede for them with the fenate. 
In the mean time the conful granted the /Etolians a truce, 
and retired to the ifland of Cephalenia. When the ambafla- 
dors arrived at Rome, they found both the fenate and people 
highly exafperated again ft the JEtolian nation. Philip of 



Macedon had rcprefented to the fenate, and magnified, the 
ravages they had committed in his territories, while he was 
in alliance with Rome, and bitterly complained of them for 
unjuftly detaining from him Dolopia, Aihaynania, and Am- 
pbilochia. His complaints were of fuch weight with the fe- 
nate, that the ambafladors were even refuled an audience. 
But the Athenian deputies were received very favourably, and 
the fpeech which Damis, who was at the head of them, 
made in favour of that unhappy nation, greatly abated the an- 
ger of the confeript fathers. The good offices of Vukrius 
jikewife, who accompanied the JEicVtan ambafla ! ^rs, did not 
a little contribute towards appeafing the clamours which were 
every-where heard againft this reft] ef*. people, and artfully fo- 
mented by the Macedonian deputies. Cains Valerius was 
brother to the conful Fuhitts, and the fon of Lavinus, who 
concluded the firft treaty of alliance between Rome and /Eto- 
l/a. This Valerias remembered, and ufed his utmoft endea- 
vours to procure them a favourable reception. But ncverthe- J p frr * 
Ids Phar.icas and Nicander were kept a long time in a painful condudtd 
uncertainty whether they fliould obtain a peace or not. At bttivcrn 
length, by the affiduous and joint application of the Rhadiam, tjc 
Atbenians, and Valerias, a peace was concluded. The on- * ian:> an d 
Jv terms they could obtain were the following ; 1//, The K.oman«. 
maj .'fl'V of the Roman people fhall be revered in all JEto/ia ; 
idly, /Eioliu (hall not fuller the armies of fuch as arc at war 
with Rom r to paf> ihrou h Iut teniiorie% ami the enemas 

of R'./iM ih.dl be hkewifc elU nin s ol /Etvlia \ "d!y, fhe \h,M 

in the 'pace of an hundr J iLu'-ptit into (lu: hind.-, ol ;he ma- 
rl:!. rate; of Coiwra all (he pjiioiins and dehrteis flu- has, 
wheth-To; »he /;:;,:/•;> or their alius, except ftu h a:, have kvn 
ta k v n twice, or t ; : : r : ; : her aiii.nu e wit h !.c?:n ; -:'/\\ the 
t/vj lh:i!J par d-.vn in ready inonev ; -^wc ..1 

Uv»j ,u:ijJrwJ l:::!c:\ la!', m-j ot i:;cia:j;e \ .due as : lie 
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Athenian talents, and engage to pay fifty talents more within 
the fix years following ; $tbly> theyfliall put into the hands 
of the conful forty fuch hoftages as he fliall chufe, none of 
which fliall be under twelve, or above forty,years of age 5 the 
prsetor, the general of the horfe, and fuch as have been al- 
ready hoftages at Rome, are excepted out of this number ; 
6tbly 9 /Etolia fliall renounce all pretenfions to the cities and 
territories which the Romans have conquered fince the con- 
fulate of FlaminiuS) though thefe cities and territories had 
formerly belonged to the Mtolians ; Jtbfy, The city of 
Oenias- and its diftricl: fliall continue fubje£t to the Acar- 
nanians ; $tbfy 9 Cephalenia fliall not be included in this 
treaty f. 

From thefe articles we may judge, how far the JEtolian 

t t d b re P u ^ c was a ' >r idged of her antient liberties by this peace. 
! M D J However, after the conqueft of Macedon by Paulus /Emilius, 



Hozv 



ma.ns°after were re duced to a much worfe condition. For not only 
the can- tno k amon g them, who had openly declared for Perfes, but 
que ft of f ucn as werc on ty fu'pefled to have favoured him in their 
Macedon. hearts, were fent to Rome in order to clear themfelves before 

the fenatc. There they were detained, and never afterwards 
fuffercd to return into their native country. Five hundred 
and fifty of the chief men of the nation were barbaroully affaf- 
finated by the partifans~of Rome, for no other crime but that 
of being fufpe&ed to wifh well to Perfes. The Mtolians ap- 
peared before Paulus Mmilius in mourning habits, and made 
loud complaints of fuch inhuman treatment, but could obtain 
no redrefs nay the ten commiflioners, who had been fent 
by the fenate to fettle the affairs of Greece, ena&ed a decree, 
declaring, that thofe who were killed had fuffered juftly, 
fince it appeared to them that' they had favoured the Mace- 
donian party. From this time thofe only were raifed to the 
chief honours and employments in the Mtolian republic, who 
were known to prefer the intereft of Rome to that of their 
country. And as thefe alone were countenanced by the ft - 
vercign republic, all the magiftrates of /Etolia were her crea- 
tures, and mere tools of the Roman fenatc. In this flare of 
fervile fubjec'tion they continued till the definition of Corinth % 
and diflolution of the Acbaan league, when /lit olio, with 
the ether l i ce frates of Greece, was reduced to a Reman pio- 
\ince, commonly called the province of Achata. Ncvtuhe- 
]efs each flat*- :uui citv was governed by its own Lvvt, under 
the fuptiintendency uf the pr&tor, whom Rome fu;t annually 
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to Achaia. The whole nation paid a certain tribute, and 
the rich were forbidden to poflefs lands any-where, but in 
their own country g . 

In this ftate, with little alteration, Mtolia continued un- 
der the emperors, till the reign of Conjlantine the Great, 
who, in his new partition of the provinces of the empire, di- 
vided the weftern parts of Greece from the reft, calling them 
New Epirus, and fubje&ing the whole country to the Pr*- 
feclus Pratorio for Illyricum. Under the fucccflbrs of Con- 
Jiantine, Greece was parcelled out into feveral principalities, e- 
fpecially after the taking of Conjlantinople by the weftern 
princes. At that time Theodorus Angelus, a noble Grecian 
of the imperial family, feized on Mtolia and Epirus; the 
former he left to Michael his fon, who maintained it again ft 
Michael Paleologus, the firft emperor of the Greeks after the 
expulfion of the Latins. Charles, the laft prince of this fa- 
mily, dying in 143O5 without lawful iffue, bequeathed Mia- 
lia to his brother's fon named alfo Charles, and Acarnania to 
his natural fons Memnon, Turnus, and Hercules. But great 
difputes arifing about this divifion, Amuraih II. after the re- 
duction of Thejfalonica, laid hold of fo favourable an oppor- 
tunity, and drove them all out in 1432. The Mohammedans 
were afterwards difpofiefled of this country by the famous 
prince of Epirus, George Cajlriot, commonly called Scander- 
beg, who with a fmall army oppofed the whole power of the 
Ottoman empire, having defeated thofe barbarians in twenty 
two pitched battles, as we (hall relate at length in a more 
proper place. This hero at his death left great part of Mtolia 
to the Venetians ; but they not being able to make head a- 
gainft fuch a mighty power, the whole country was foon re- 
duced by Mohammed II. whofe fucceflbrs hold it to this 
dav. 

8 Idem, 1, xxxix. c. 6. Pausan. in Achaic, 
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Acarnanians, join in the Achttan league, 456. 

Their character and bravery, ibid. & 552. 

Achaans endeavour under Aratus to reftore the liberty of 
Greece, 270. The league called by their name, 436. 
Where formed, ibid. The ft at es who acceded to it, 437, 
& fcq. Laws, &c. 441. Oppofed by the Lacedemonians , 

412, & feq. Supported by Antigonus, 422, 442, & 
feq. Defeat the Spartans at Mantinea, 425. At Selafta, 
449. War againtt the /F.toliam, 452, & feq. Beaten at 
Caphya, 454, Invite Philip to their affiftance, 455. Join 
in n conk-derate war, ibid, h feq. Invade E/is, 459- 
trayed by ApeHcs, 464. Invade /Etolia, 4 66, & fcq. La- 
eedemon, 469. M.ii*e peace, 477. Foifake Philip and go 
over to the lie man 4SS. Their gratitude to them, 495. 
Fail into new broils, coi. Send deputies to Rome, 504. 
Rcducv Lacedem-ifi, 505. Courted by feveral princes, 506. 
Forced to reftore the Lacedemonians, 509. Routed by tnc 
Mcjfematn, 510. Betray e J to the homans by their depu- 
ty, 515. Forced afiefh to relit. re the Lacedemonians, 516. 
Courted by Perf^ 5:8. DccLrc lor the Romans, 519. 

& icq. Ajiill thwiii a^infl Pi'JuS, 521. Ungratefully 

uied 



INDEX. 

ufed by them, ibid. &c feq. Proteft againft their injuftice 
and cruelty, 523. Obtain fome few exiles to be reftored, 
526. Declare war againft Rome y 527. Quarrel with the 
Lacedemonians , 528, & feq.. Make war againlt them, 
535. Defeated by Metellus, 536. By the Roman conful, 
Mummius^ 540. Made tributary to Rome, 544. Their 
league diflblved, ibid. 

Achaia, one of the chief great ftates after the Achaan league, 
435. Its extent, provinces, &c. 434. Laws and go- 
vernment, 436, & feq. Duration, ibid. Made a Roman 
province, 544. Its various fates fince 545. & feq. 

Acilius, Roman general fent againft jf/tf/VZw, 581 ,& feq. Defeats 
him at Thermopylae, 583. Purfues him to Chalets, 584. 
Takes Heraclea, 585. His haughty treatment of the 
tolian deputies, 587, & feq. Raifes the fiege of Na up ac- 
tus, 591', & feq. Take Lamia, 593. Succeeded by Scipio^ 

594" 

Aero- Corinth, the citadel of, vid. Corinth. Taken by Ara~ 

tus, 438, & note. 
Acropolis, the citadel of Athens, 37. Stormed by the Perji- 

ans 7 107. 

Acrotatus, prince of Sparta, his valiant defence of that city, 

400. Succeeds his father Areus, 403, 404. Slain, 405. 
Aclai at Athens, whence fo called, 41. 
Adultery, how punifhed by the Athenians, 30. 
Mgina ifland defcribed, 555, note(S). 

Mgineans war againft Attica, 81. Intercept their Delphic 
fhip, 83. Beaten and fubdued by the Athenians, 138. Ex- 
pelled the ifland, 166. Infeft the Athenians, 235. In- 
fefted by the Spartans, 321, 323. 

JEgium, the aflembly of the Achcean ftates formerly held 
there, but removed to Argos by Phllopwmen, 502, 503. 

JEmilius Paulus defeats Perjes, 521. Orders the chid men 
of Achaia to follow him to Rome, 523. 

Mnefidemus, the brave governor of Argos, (lain, 40 r. 

JEtolia, one of the three chief Greek It.ites alter the /Ichenan 
league, 434.. The repuhhe of, 547. Confederacy, law*, 
and government, ih. h Icq. 

MtoUnns,«sa:it rohhcis, 452, r4.P-W.1t like and hrutiu"!, 54R.O11N 

wit and kilhW'/y the h.-ttw.n r'.r.mr.jii,^ .-->. vi.WiacmJ 

by the Lacedemonians, 431, ^ r 7{. Inirlt the M'Jjmur r, 

&c. by lea and land, 4.53, & i.-q, Oppoie the Ad\-:e:>", 

548, & feq, Courted In the H-.m-.'S, 54;, 5: feq. M.:;:e 

alliance with them, «j<p. Invaie/,:' 5 ;z. Dc.'e.itcd 

bv of Mhrdc-/, 5 s 3. Reject his olfe.* of peace, ^ 5/.. 

Gain f:\eial tries, 558. hWccd tu make pcaa«, ■•/'. 

Courted 
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Courted by three nations, 559. Declare for the Romans, 

560. Invade Macedonia and Thejfaly, ib. Defeated by 
Philip, 561. Burnfeveral cities of Thejfaly, ib. & feq. 
Oppofe the confederate peace, 566, & feq. Declare for 
Antiochus, 570. Take Detnetrias by ftratagem, ib. And 
Sparta by treachery, 571, & feq. Moft of them cut off, 
the reft driven out, 573. Meet Antiochus, 575. Chufe 
him their generaliffimo, ib. Routed from Oeta by the Ro- 
mans? 583. Sue to them for peace, 587. Threatened by 
the Roman conful,z£.& feq. Oppreft by the Romans, 592, & 
feq.Obtain atruce,595.InvadePA////)'s territories,596.Their 
gallant defence of Ambracia, 597, &c feq. Invaded bytheMace- 
donians, &c. 599. Sue to the Romans for peace, 600. Ob- 
tain a difadvantageous one,6oi. Greatly oppreft by them, 
602. Their various fates fince, 603. 

Agaficlcs, king of Sparta, vid. Archidamits, 319. 

Age, old, highly honoured by the Lacedemonians, 282. 

Agelas's fpeech to king Philip at Naupaclus, 476% 

Agcfilaus, king of Sparta, his character, 365. Declared the 
fucceflbr of Agis, 367. Sent general againft the Per/tans, 
369. Affronts the Boeotians by facrificing in their coun- 
try, 371. Recalled by the ephori, 378. tent againft the 
confederates, 379. Forces them to a general peace, 380, 
& feq. Invades Barotia, 385. Chofen dictator, 388. 
Invades Arcadia, ib. Quells a confpiracy in Sparta, 389, 
Fights with Epaminondas and that general is flain, 392. 
D dpi fed by Tachos, and helps to dethrone him, 393, and 
note. His death and character, ib. 

Agcfilaus, the uncle of Agis, helps him to reform the Spartan 
luxury, 405, & feq. % Made one of the ephori, 408. Out- 
wits his nephew, ib. 

Agefipolis, king of Sparta, fucceeds his father Paufanias,yj% m 
bent againft the Argives, 3S0. Againft the Mantineans, 

the fon of Cleombrotns, chofen king of Sparta,^22. 

Agcjijirata, mother of Agis, betrayed' and murdered by Am- 
pburcs, 410, & feq. 

Agidti, kings oi Lac e demon* a lift of them, 273. 

Ans, kin/ of L(ucd;m:ii, invade Attica, 178, & feq. 347, 
£c feq. Glteis peace to the tlthci'mus, 1^5 Defeats the 
confederates near Mutit'wea, 193, 352. His lefentment 
acinic /ilcibiadts, io\. Rcpulfcd from the gates of A~ 
ti-i'ii , 214,350- In Itcond attempt, 215, & feq, SuccePiful 
in hn. thrd, 210. Invades /h'gns, and makes a truce with 
ihcm, & icq. Jnwule, Llis, 3 5 J. Concludes a 

pec, 354. Ihi death., 304. 
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jfgis 9 the fon of Agefila us , fent ambaflador to Philips 397. 
fucceeds his father, ib. Beaten by the Macedonians, ib. 
His glorious death, ib. 

— the fon of Eudamidas, reforms the Spartan luxury, 

405, & feq. Forced into a fandtuary, 408. Betrayed and 
murdered, 4C9, & fcq. 

Agnonides, P hoc ion 9 s enemy, put to death, 264. 

Alcamenes, king of Sparta, wars againft the MeJJenians^ 296, 
. & feq. His character and death, 298. 

Alcibiades, the rival of Nicias, his character, 1S8. Makes 
a league vr'uh the Argisucs, 190, and note. Makes a def- 
cent into Melos, 194. A ecu fed of facrilege, 195. Re- 
tires to Sparta 1 197. In great efteem there, 198, 354. 
Sent to invade Ionia, 203. Forced to retire into Perfia y 
204. Cabals in favour of the Athenians, 205. Recalled thi- 
ther, 208. Beats :he confederates, 212. Takes Zfyztfw- 
tium, 215. His triumph, ib. & feq. Script of his com- 
mand, 216. His retirement and death, 224, note (N). 

Alexamenes treacheroufly fent againft Nabis, 430, 571, & feq. 

Aflaflinates him, 431, 572. Maflacred by the Spartans, 
432, & 573. 

Alexander the great chofen generalifiimo of the Greeks, 256. 
Takes and facks the city of Thebes, ib. His friendfliip to 

P hoc ion, ib. & feq. 

— prastor of Mtolia's fpeech to the Roman confi.11,563. 

Ambracia, taken by Philip of Macedon, 457. Befiegcd by 
the Romans, 597. Taken, 600. 

Ambraciots, drive out the Macedonian garifons, 255, 256. 

Amompharetus breaks Paufanias's meafurcs, 335. 

Amphaa furprized by the Lacedemonians. 297. 

Ampharcs, the betrayer and murderer of king Agis, his mo- 
ther, &c. 4C9, & feq. 

Amphiclyons, the general court of Greece, declare Alexander 

general of Greece, 256. 

Amp'hilytus\ prophecy to Pift/lratus 66. 

Amphipolis taken from the Athenians, 185. Rcfufcs to return 
after the Nician peace, 187. Taken by Philip oi Mace- 
don, 243. 

Amphijja, metropolis utOzslca Locr. befiegcd by the Romans, 
594- 

Amydcv, the city of, taken by the AlrTcnians, 31 ^. 

Amynandc>\ km;; of Acar^mia, joins with /TJotiinit, 
560. D:l;>jiic(!: of his kingdom, 505- RcfioieJ by (1. 
/Ktolims, ib. Submits to, and i> <(l- ihlifhcil by ilio Romam, 
ib. H fcq. Intercedes for the :P.iol : ans, 0». 
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Anaxagoras, Pericles 's prasceptor accufed of impiety, 159* 

His philofophy and baniflbment, ib. note (G). 
Anaxander, king of Sparta, 309. 
Anaxidamas, king of Sparta-, ib. 
Anaxandrides, king of Sparta, his chara&er, 320. 
Androcles, king of Mycena, killed in a fray, 297. 
Andronidas and his collegues unjuftly condemned, 538* 
Androjlhcnes defeated by Nicojiratus, 493. 
Antalcidas, the peace of 237. Difhonourable to the Greeks, 

382. 

- His character, 38c & 381, (Q). His faying to 



AgefJa 

Articyra furrendcred to the JEtolians, 552. 
Antigonus fends his fon Demetrius to free the Athenians, 265. 
Deified by them, 266. Defeated and killed in Afta, 

268. 

Invited into Greece by the Achaans, 416, & feq. 
Invades Pekponnefus, 446. Chofen generaliifimo of the 
Ach&ans, 447. Suffers the Argives to be ravaged, 448. 
Defeats the Lacedemonians at Selafia, 418, 449. Becomes 
m after of Sparta, 420,451. 
Antiocbus, king of jMc/fenia, his embaffy to the Lacedemonians, 

2 97- 

king of Syria invited into Greece, 570, & feq. 
Lands as Pteleam, 575. His fpeech to the JEtolians, ib. 
His ambaflador's fpeech to the Achaean afiembly, 576. 
Advifes with Hannibal, 578- Takes Eubcea, 579, & feq. 
Gives hinifelf up to the pleafurcs of marriage, 581. Roufcd 
by the Rowans, 582. Seizes the flreights of Thermojyla, //. 
Difiodged and defeated there by the Romans, 583. Leaves 
Chalcis and retires into Ephejus, 584. 

e pilot of Alcibiades beaten by the Pelobonncfiuns, 



216. 

Antipaur, forfaken by the Thrjfalians, 258. Defeated by 
the confederate Greeks, ib. Retreats to Lamia, ib. De- 
feats the confederates, wilder Antiphalus and Mcmi'c;, 
?-5g. And makes peace with Athens, ib. Defeats *Agis, 

,A.;'.;L;lus fuccceds his brother Ley'ihenes, 259. Defeated, 
yv.'v'/z/s t-cjchcrv to Socrates 2?~. 

siycifes's dci;j.n ofcnilaving the /Li wim, 460, & feq. I' M- 
dcavmny to dnliraec //»v;/;,j \\\\\\ /1'itigonits, 462. On- 
fl t utSts 4nlii\*Ku\\-> me;. fine , 4^4- CojuJemred and for- 
given In ImM. 4'"}. Tvrannr/es over the Greeks, 471* 
& note ( iP . I\it to deatl; 4; 
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Aratus, the noble deliverer of Greece, his chara&er, 270, & 
437> note - Reftores the Athenians to their antient liber- 
ty, 270. The Sicyonans, 437. Joins with the Achaans, 
ib. & note. Takes Aero-Corinth, 438, & note (C). Op- 
pofes the king of Sparta, 411. Invites the Macedonians, 
415. Delivers Acro-Corinth to them, 416, 446, & feq. 
Beaten by the Mtolians, 454- Accufed and oppreft by 
Apelles, 462. Cleared by Philip , 463. Chofen praetor 
of the Achaans, 473. Difpleafes Philip by an honeft an- 

. fwer, 479. Retires from his court, ib. Poifoned by 
Philip's orders, ib. His funeral honours, and character, 

480, & feq. 
his fon poifoned by Philip, 48 r. 

Arcadia, invaded by the Spartans, 388. 

Arcadians, beaten by the Spartans, 390. By the Romans, 

537- 

Archelaus, king of Lacedemon, 275, & feq. 
Archias betrays Thebes to the Lacedemonians, 383. 
Arcbidamia's noble fpeech to the Spartans, 399. Bafely mur- 
dered by Amphares, 410. 



larrrus 



fians, 166. Attempts Platea, 171. Waftes Attica, 173, 
U feq. & 346, 347. His lucky ftratagem to fave his citi- 
zens, 343. Takes Platea, 347. His death, ib. 

e fon of Agefilaus, invades Arcadia, 390. Gains 
noble viftory, 391. Succeeds his father, 394, Dies in 
Italy, 396. 

the fon of Eudamtdas, king of Sparta, 398. 

IV. his character and reign, 404. 
Archons, the magiftrates of Athens, 2. Lift of thofe men- 
tioned in hiftory, 4^ & feq. Annual 2. Solon's laws con- 
cerning them, 32. By whom chofen, 8. How, 50. 
Their oath, ib. Office, ib. & feq. 
Anon, praetor of Achaia, a friend to the Macedonians, 519. 

Declares for the Romans, ib. 
Areopagus, the great court of, at Athens, 10, 27, 30. By 
whom inftituted, 48. Their power, ib. & feq. Dimi- 
ntfhed by Pericles, ib. Why, 49. 
Anus, king of Sparta, oppofed by his uncle, 398. Invaded 
by Pyrrhus, ib. & feq. Drives him out of Sparta, 402. 
His death, 403. Letter to the Maccabees, ib. fub not. 

the Spartan deputy condemned by the Achaans, 
508. Acquitted by the Romans, 509. 
Ar gives , the only people of Greece, who came not to 
the Pehponncftan war, 164. League with Athens, 

Vo. VI. 4H 189* 



6io 
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189, 19b, & note. Defeated by the Spartans, 193. Re-. 
new their league with the Athenians, 192. Break it, 242. 
Again defeated by the Spartans, 300, 321, 324 note. In- 
vaded by them, 351. Beaten at Mantinea, 352. The 
reft, vid. fub Argos. 

Argive women, their valour againft the Spartans, 
325, fub note. 

Argos city taken by the Lacedemonians, 416. By Philip, 
4.26, 491, Given to Nabis, 491. 

Ari/tagoras's attempt to corrupt the Lacedemonians, 328, note. 
Prevails with the Athenians to affift him, 82. 

Arijiides, general againft the Perfians, 86, & feq. His cha- 
racter, 96, & feq. Banifhed, 100. His piety, ib. Mo- 
deration on his reeal, 105. Reconciled with Themijlocles, 
109. His bravery againft die Perfians, 115. Chofen 
commander, 120. Regulator of the general tax, 122. 
His character and death, 1 34, note. 

Anjlo king of Sparta, 319. His character, 320. 

Arijlocrates II. ftoned for his perfidy to the Mejfenians, 316. 
Monument erected with an infcription to perpetuate his 
infamy, 317. 

Arijlodemus, chofen general of Sparta, 378. Beats the con- 
federates at Corinth, ib. 

Arijlodemus rips open his own daughter, 301. Chofen king 
of Mejfenia, 302* Defeats the Spartans, 305. Kills 
himfelf, 306. 

Arijlodemus, prince of Megalopolis, enemy to the Lacedemo- 
nians, kills Acrotatus, 405. 

Arijlogiton, his revenge againft Hippias, 75. 

Arijlomenes chofen king of Mejfenia, 310. His character, 
309. Defeats the Lacedemonians, 310. Betrayed by the 
Arcadians, 312. Haraflesthe Spartans, ib. Taken prifo- 
ner, 313. His wonderful efcape, ib. & feq. His death, 
317, and note. 

Arijlonica, prieftefs of Delphos, her prophecy againft the 

Athenians, 102, 103. 
Artaphernes, Perfian general againft the Athenians, 84. Ef- 

poufes Hippias, and would force the Athenians to receive 

him, ib. 

Artayftes, impaled for facrilege, 117. 
Arts difcouraged by the Spartans, 283- 

Aryans, where fituate, 556, note (A). United to Mace- 
don, ib* 

AJpafia, Pericles 9 * miftrefs, her chara&er, 151, note (F). 

Accufcd of impiety, 159, and note. Acquitted, 160. 
AJlyochus reveals the treachery of the Athenian general, 

205. Athens 
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Athens defcribed, 37, & feq. Its various fates, 40 note (K). 
Government after Solon, 41, & feq . Deftroyed by Mar- 
donius, 114. Rebuilt by Conon 9 233, Fortified, 118. 
Twice attempted by the P eloponnejians 9 2 10, & feq. 
Taken by the Lacedemonians 9 219. Garifoned by the 
Macedonians, 260. By CaJJander, 264. 

Athenians, Their ftate under their archons, f, & feq. Cy- 
Un's infurredion puniflied, 135 & feq. Driven out of 8a- 
lams by the Megarenftans , 14. Expiated by £ pimenidfs , 
ibid. Recover Salami V, 18, & feq. Divided into thfee 
parties, 41. Settled into orders by Solon, 42. Altered, 
ibid* Sparing of their freedom, 43, note. Their magiftrates, 
50, & feq. Inferior courts, 51, & feq.. Enflaved by 
JPifijlratus, 59, &feq f Vainly try to dethrone him, 64, 
& feq. Their great veneration to his memory, 73. Turn- 
ed into the greateft dcteftation, 7$. Their tribe? increaf- 
ed from four to ten, ibid. Invaded by Lacedemonians , 
ibid. & feq. & 344. Defeat the Boeotians and Chalcidi- 
«ns> 80. War againft the J£gineans 9 8*, & feq. Invaded 
and diftrefled by Darius, 58. & feq. Gain a compjeat 
va&ory over him by fea and land, 88, 89* Prepare againft 
Xerxes, ioi, &feq. Forfake their city and country, 105. 
Defeat the Perjian fleet, 109, & feq. Courted by Xer- 
xes, 112, &feq. Reduce the Tbaftans, 131. Affift the 
revolted Egyptians and Lacedemonians, 132. Defeat the 
Mgineans, and Corinthians, 138. Defeated at Tanagra 9 
138. Totally defeat the Thebans 9 &c. 140. Make an 
advantageous peace with Peffia 9 defeated in Bee 0- 

tia, 146, & feq. Make a truce with the Lacedemonians, 
147. A true poll of the Athenian citizens, ibid. Send a 
colony into Sybaris, ibid. The caufes pf the Samian war, 
j 49, & ieq. Befiege and take Samos, 153. AfTift the 
Corcyreans, 155, & feq. Gain a doubtful vi&ory over the 
Corinthians, 157. Engage in the Peloponnejian war, 165. 
Their fleet againft the Greets, ibid, h feq. Vifited with 
^ grievous plague, 167, & 177. Affift the Leontines in 
Sicily, ibid. Take the ifl&nd .of Spbacleria, 181. De- 
feated in Baeotia, 185. Make a truce with the Lacede- 
monians, ibid. Peace with them, 187. A league with 
the At gives, igo. Sc note. Beaten by the Lacedemonians, 
193. War againft Perdiccas, ibid. Send a fleet into Si- 
<ily, 196. Which is totally deftroyed, 200. & feq. New 
war with Sparta, 203. Eftablifti an oligarchy, 205. & 
feq. Oppofed by the army, 208. Beaten at fea, 210. 
Defeat the Pckponnefians vxSamos, 211. Gain a double 

4 H 2 vidory 
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viflery, 21 2, 213* A third at Samos, 217. Their in- 
gratitude to their vi&orious generals, ibid. & feq. Beaten 
by Lyfander, 218. Reduced, ibid* & feq.. Fall under 
the government of thirty tyrants, 219. Refcued by 
Thrafybulus, 223- Make peace with the Lacedemonians, 
ibid. A new peace with them and Perfia, 237- Declare 
war againftthe former, 238 & feq. Defeat them at fea, 
239. Make a new peace with them, 240. Succour 
them againft the Thebans, 241. League with the Arcadi- 
ans, 242. The Macedonian war, 243. & feq. Make 
peace with the revolted confederates, 245. Aflift the 
Phocians againft the holy league, ibid. & feq. Defeated 
and fubdued by king Philip, 254, & feq. Make great 
rejoicings at his death, 255. Renew the war againft the 
Macedonians after Alexander's death, 258. & feq. Make 
a fubmiffive peace with Antipater, 259. Their bafe ingra- 
titude to Phocion^ 263. Decree him a brafs ftatue, ibid. 
Reduced by Cajfander, 264. Their abominable flattery to 
Antigonus, &c. 266. & feq. Ingratitude to Demetrius 
Phalereus, ibid. And to the fon of Antigonus, 268, & 
feq. To Aratus, 270. Reftored to their liberty by him, 
ibid. 

Athenian citizens, how admitted, 43, note. 

Athma, infamy, a punifhment at Athens, 30. 

Atintanes, what people they were, 556, & note (W). 

Attalus, king of Pergamus, joins with the Mtolians and Ro- 
mans againft the Achaans, 481, 550. Takes Opus 
483. Forced to quit it, ibid. Invaded by king Philip, 

487- 

Attica, Invaded and facked by the Perfians, 114. & feq. Its 
pre-eminence at fea, 121. Forfaken and ravaged by the 
Perfians, 107. Invaded by the Peloponnefians, 165. 

Aurelius, Orejles, Roman deputy, his haughty fpeech to the 
Achaans, 531. Inrages them againft the Rofnans, 532. 

1 

Autochthon, the fecond order of the Athenian citizens, 41. 
Atones, what they were, 36. 



B. 

TiAfileus, the fecond magiftrate of Athens, 2, His office, 
° 5' 



Bafilijfa, who, 51. 



Beansy 
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Beans, how ufed in voting, 46. 

Boeotia, invaded and plundered by the Athenians, 140, & feq 

By the Lacedemonians, 385, & feq. { 
Boeotian war, 385, & feq. 

Boeotians make a vain effort to eftablifh a democracy, 18 c 



Refufe the Nician pea 

into Greece, 251. J< 
Spared bv the Romans 



Macedon 



Braffidas, general of Sparta, fent to aflift Megara, 184. Sent 
into Macedon, 185. His fuccefs in Tlorace, 186. In yfr- 



Mortally wounded, 186. His 



Brides, Solon's laws concerning them, 28. 

Butes burns the city Eion, and himfelf in it, 128. 

Byzantines beaten and fined by the Athenians, 21 r. Enter 

into a confederacy againft them, 243. Befieged by Philip , 

252. Relieved by Phocion, ibid. 
Byzantium betrayed to the Athenians, 215. 

c. 

f~*A INON, the Athenian couit, its office, 54. 
^ Calixenus ftarved to death at Athens, 217, 218. 
Callias branded for his cruel avarice, 92, 93. 

general of Athens, killed at the fiegeof Potidea, 15^ 
Calibrates, Achaan deputy's treachery to his country, 515, 
Chofen praetor, 517. A flave to the Romans, ibid. Informs 
againft all his rivals, 523. Detefted by his countrymen, 

S 2 5- 

Catlicratidas, Spartan general, his fuccefs againft the Athe- 
nians, 358. Slain, ibid. 
Callimachus, Athenian Polemarchus, killed at Marathon, 89, 

90. 

Callijlratus, Athenian general, his character, 239. 
Cajfander, fon of Antipater, obftru&ed by Poiypcrchon, 263. 

Subdues the Athenians, ibid. & feq. Defeated by Dcmetrh 

266. 

Cato's plcafant fpeech to the fenate in favour of the Achrra \ 

526. Drives the Mtolians from Oeta, 583. 
Cauloniates join in the Achaan league, 435. 
Cecropes, the firft tribe of citizens at Athens, 41. 
Celibacy, how punifhed by the Spartans, 279. 
Cephalenia taken by the Athenians^ 166. By the lUvum. - 

5<>3; 

Cer amicus at Athens f 30. 

L .4.:; a . 
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Chabrias, Athenian general, his chara&er, 239, Oppofes the 
Spartans in Basotia^ ifcid. Defeats them at Naxus 9 ibid. 
Slain in Thrace, 240. His brave death and character, 244* 

Chalcafpides, whence fo called, 457. 

Chalets taken by Antiochus, 579. 

Chares, Athenian general, in the expedition againft Chics, 

243. Repulfed by die Byzantines? 252. 
Charilaus, king of Sparta, his birth, 273, 274. Difconi- 
fited by the Tegean women, 295. His reign and chara&er, 

ibid. 

Chelonis, her filial piety, 407. Conjugal, 408, 409* and 
note. 

Children, Solon's laws concerning them, 33. 
Chios revolts from the Athenians^ 203. Makes a frefti con- 
federacy againft them, 243. 
Qhreocopidte, what, 25. 

Cimon chofen admiral of Athens, 127- His Charafter, 128. 
Conqueft in Cyprus, ib. CsT feq. Reduces Cberfcnefus and the 
Thafians, 131. Aflifts tilt Lacedemonians , 132, 343. Tryed 
for treafon, 136, & feq. Banifhed into Cyprus, 137. His 
fervice rejedted by the Athenian general, 138, 139. Re- 
called, 141. Makes a <lefcent into Cyprus^ 142. His 
death and chara<Ster, 142, 143. note. 

Cinado's confpiracy difcovered, 369, and note. 

Cifftdas, general of the Gauls, aflifts the Spartens, 390- 

Citizens Athenian, Solon's laws concerning them, 325 &f feq. 
Very few in Athens, 41. How admitted, ib. feq. 

of Sparta, their number &c. 278. 

Cleombrotus, king of Sparta, 384. Invades Basotia^ 386. 
Slain at Leuclra, 387. 

. II. depofes and fucceeds Leonidas, 407. Baniflied, 

408, iff feq. 

Cleomenes I. king of Lacedemon, invades Athens, 79. 

II. his character, 320* & fiq* War with the Ar- 
rives, 321- His interview with Ariflagoras, 328, note. 
Runs mad, 323. Kills himfelf, 83,324. 

the ion of Leonidas, 411. Oppofeth the Achaans, 

ib. fcf feq. Refloreth the Spartan glory, 412, ttf feq. Kills 
the ephori, 413. Invades Achaia, 415. Takes Argos, 
41 C. Megalopolis, 417. Harafteth Antigonus, ibid. Defeat- 
ed by him, 418. His fad end, ib. Vindicated againft Po- 

lybius, 5sfr. 419, note. 
general of the Peloponneftan defcent into Attica, 

175- 

CUomenic war, thecaufeof it, 415, & feq. 442, and note. The 

furceft of it, ib. fcf feq. 

Cleon, 
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Cleon, an Athenian orator, fent ta take Spha&*ria y i8d. 
Makes a defccnt into Thrace^ i86* Defeated and killed 
by Brajidas, ib. and 348. 

Cleondrides's treachery punched with death, 345. 

Cleonymus cabals againft his nephew Areus, 398. 

Cleophon affaflinated at Athens, 217. 

Clinias, king of Sicyon, killed, 437* note (B). 

Clyjihenes, head of the A \ f cmez om an faction, 78. Banifhed, 79. 

Conon fucceeds Alcibiades, 216* Defeated, 2x7. Beate the La- 
cedemonians at fea a ibid. Engages the Per fans on the fide 
of the Athenians, 232. His fuccefs in it, ib. & feq. De- 
feated by Lyfander, 358, 359. Returns to and rebuilds A- 
thens, 233. 

Coos confederates againft Athens, 243. 

Corcyra invaded by the Corinthians, 155, & feq. The dread- 
ful fedition of 176 & 181. 

Corcyreans, a colony of Corinth, 155. Their war with the 
Epidamnians, ib. & feq. Athenian treachery to them, 156, 
iff feq. 

Corinth, the city of, befieged by Agefilaus, 380. Surprifed by 
Aratus, 438, and note. Accedes to the Achaan league, 
440, note. Taken and burnt by the Romans, 541, & feq. 

Corinthian metal 543* and note. 

Corinthians invade Corcyra, 156. Engage them at fea, ibid. 
& feq. Their politic treatment of their prifoners, 176* Rc- 
fufe the Nician peace, 187. Join with the Achaans, 440, 
note. Affront the Roman deputies, 534. Subdued and 
fold for Haves, 541. 

Coronaa plundered by the Romans, 584, and note (H). 

Cowardice, how punifhed by the Athenians, 32. 

Crateftclea, queen of Sparta, her love to her country, 412, k 
417. 

Creon, the firft annual archon at Athens, 3. 
Cretan laws and polity, 274. 

Critias, one of the thirty tytants of Athens, 220. His trea- 
chery to Iheramenes, ibid. To Alcibiades y 224, note (N). 

Critolaus, Achaan prastor, inflames the people againft Rowe y 
533, & feq. Declares war againft them, Sec. 535. De- 
feated and killed by Metcllus, 536. 

Crotoniates, embrace the Achaan league, 435. 

Cryptia, a barbarous Spartan cuftom, 289, and note. 

Cy ion's infurreftion at Athens, 12, & feq. 

Cynegyrus the Athenian, his fignal bravery, 90* 
Cynics, whence fo called, 40. 
Cynofarges at Athens, what, 3c). 

Cyrbes what, 36. 

Cyrrha, 



6x6 



I N D E X. 



Cyrrha, the arfenal of Delphi %n 

Cyrrheans attempt againft Delphos, puniflied, 20, & feq. 

Cythera, ifland, taken by the Athenians, 183. Filled with 

Mejfenians, 347. 

D. 



T\Aduchi, their dignity, 92, note. 

U Damaratus, king of Sparta, 320. Depofed by his col- 
legue 322. Retires into Perjia, ibid. Sends notice to Spar- 
ta of the defigns of Xerxes, 326. His anfwer to Xerxes, 

Damocles's furprifing chaftity, 267. 

Dainocritus, Mtolian prsetor, fufpends the afleiflbly's refolu- 
tions, 559. Sent to engage Nabis, againft the Romans, 
567. Beiieged & taken at Heraclea, 585, 586. 

Dardanians invade Macedon, 483. 

Decelea, the caftle of, feized by the Lacedemonians, 199. For- 
tified, ibid. & 354. 

Delinm, the battle of, 185. 

Delos, the treafu re there feized by Pericles, 173, fub not. 
Delphi , or Delphos, the temple of, befieged by the Cyrrheans, 

20. Defended by all the Greeks, 21. 
Delphinium, a criminal court at Athens, 53. 
Demades, his bold fpeech to Philip, 254. He and his fon put 

to death by Antipater, 262. 
Demarchi of Athens, their office, 52. 

Demetrias, a city in Tbejfaly^^o. Taken by Diodes, ib. & feq. 
Demetrius Phalereus made governor of Athens, 264. His 

great kindnefs to the Athenians, ib. Ungratefully put to 

death, 266. 

Poliorcetes frees Athens, 265. Deified by the A- 

tbenians, 266. Initiated in the myfteries of Ceres, 267. 
Forced out of Greece, 268. Repulfed by the Athenians, ib. 
His generofity to them, 269. His attempt againft Sparta, 
404. ^ 

Democritus, pnetor of Achaxa, invades Sparta, 530. 
DemoL at Athens, what, 42 

Demojlhcnes made admiral of Athens, 178. Fortifies the pro- 
montory of Pylus, 179. Defeated at Delium, 185. Sent 
into Sicily, 199.. Taken prifoner by the Syracufians, 200. 
Put to death, 201. 

1 the orator, his chara&er* &c. 247. Philippics, 248. 

Cowardly flight at the battle of Charonea, 254. Demanded 
to be delivered up by Alexander, 256. Bribed by Harpalus, 
527, Fined and imprifoned for it, 258. Efcapesand flies to 

f Mgina, 
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Mgina^ ib. Poifons himfelf, 260. His character and 
writings, ib. note. 
Dercyllidas, general of Lacedemon, his fuccefs againfl: the 

Per/ians, 369. 

noble fpeech to Pyrrhus, 399. 

Diacrii, one of the three contending parties at Athens, 22. 

Diceus, Achaan praetor, raifes new troubles in Achaia, 528, 
& feq. Inflames the Ach&ans againfl: Rome, 533. Af- 
fumes the government of Achaia, 536. His edict to the 
Achaan cities, 537. Cruelties, 538, & feq. Rafti confi- 
dence, 540. Defeated by Mummius, ib. & feq. His def- 
perate end, 541. 

Diafia, a feaft of the Athenians ; 13. 

DinocrateS) head of the MeJJenian rebels, 516. Beats the 

Achaans, ib. Kills himfelf, 513. 
Diotnedon, unjuftly put to death, 217. His fpeech to the 

Athenians, ib. 

Diophanes, Achaan pvsctor, invades Mejfene, 501. EUs, ib. 
Recalled by Flaminius, ib. 

Diopithes's oracle againlt Sparta, 365, and note. 

Dodona, the temple of, plundered and burnt, 457. 

Doric faction in Sicily, 177. 

Dorimachus, an infamous JEtolian robber, 452. Invades E~ 
pirns, 453. Thejfaly, 465. 

Doris, invaded Jby the Phocians, 344, 

Draco, archon of Athens, gives that city a body of laws, 8, 
& feq. His character and death, 9, 10. His laws abro- 
gated by Solon, 26. 

Drefs, how regulated by Lycurgus, 281? 282. 

Drunkennefs, abhorred by the Lacedemonians, 281. 

Dyme, the city of, declares for the JEtolians, 557. 

E. 

J7 Arthquahes in Greece, fufpend the Peloponneftan war, 
^ 178. 

Eating, how regulated by Lycurgus, 280. 
Ecclefta, the grand court of Athens, 44. Its power, ibid. 
Egijlines of Sicily, fucroured by the Athenians, 195. 
Ehitea, taken by king Philip, 253. 

Eicans league with the Athenians, 190, and note. Quarrel 
with the Laccden:o:;ians, 33*0. Inv.idcd by them, 353. 
Make peace with them, v 54. Join with Antiothu<^ 
5K0. 

h leu funis , murJcrcd bv (.he '{0 tvrsmls, >?i, 2?.?.. 
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Elpinlce, fxfter and concubine of Cimon, 153, & 144., note. 
Her brave fpeech to Pericles, 153, 154. 

Empiramus takes Era by treachery, 315. 

Endius, Lacedem. Propofal for peace, rejected by the Athe- 
nians ^ 214. 

Epaminondas, oppofes the Spartans in Bceotia, 386. Defeats 
them, 387. Invades Laconia, 389. Rebuilds MeJ/ene, 
ib. Breaks into P eloponnefus , 391. Fruft fated in his at- 
tempt againft Sparta, 392. Againft Mantinea, 392, 393. 
Beats the Lacedemonians but is llain, 393. 

Epheia, the court of, their power, 10, & 27. 

Ephialtes head of an Athenian party, 133. AfTaffinated, 

J 37- 

Ephori of Sparta, by whom inftituted, 303, & 304, note. 

Their office, &c. 303. Become tyrants, 405, 413, note 

(U). Murdered, 413, & 422. 
Epidamnians, a colony of Corinth , 155. Affifted by them, 

ib. & feq. 

Epidaurus invaded by the Athenians, 193. 

Epimenides, a great diviner, expiates the Athenians, &c. 

Epirois, join with Antiochus, 580. 

Epijiates, their office at Athens, 45, 

Epizelus, a Orange ftory of him, 90. 

Eponymos, the firft archon of Athens, why fo called, 50. 

fortified by the Mejfenians, 312. Befieged by the Ztf- 

cedemonians, ib. Betrayed to them, "3 15. 
Eretria, taken and deftroyed by the Perjians^ 85. 
Eretrians betray the Athenians, 210. 
Ergatai, Athenian craftfmen, fo called, 42. 
Ejiates, law at Athens againft diffipating them, 31. 
Eubcea, invaded by the Athenians, 80. Perftans, 85. v^- 

thenlans, 146. Revolts from them, 210. Joined to 5<r*- 

//tf by an ifthmus, 213. Taken by the Spartans, 356. 

By Antiochus, 580. 
Euhia, a Chalcidian beauty, married to Antiochus, 581. 
Euclidas, defeated at Selafia, 450. 

Eudamidas, prince of Sparta's luccefs in Thrace, 383. Suc- 
ceeds y^J/f, 398. 

Et/epbnus's treachery, caufes the Mejfenian war, 296. 

Eumenes\ alliance rejected by the Achaans, 506. 

Euphacs, king of Mejfcnia, invaded by the Spartans, 2r f j, 

& feq. His death, 302. 
Eupolcmus fuccours Ambracia, 597. 

Euratus, Achaan deputy's fpeech to the Roman fenalc, 524. 

Eurybiuda, 
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Eurybiades, Spartan admiral, furprizes the Perjian fleet, 333. 

Obtains the prize of valour for the victory at Salamis, 1 1 2. 
Eurycrates I. king of Sparta, 308. 
II. 318. 

Eurylochus betrays Demetrias to the Mtolians, 574. 
— Declares for Antiochus, ib. 

Eurymedon, Athenian general fent into Sicily, 183. Slain at 

Syracufe, 200. 

Eurythus, a blind Spartan, his brave death, 333, note. 
Exercifes in Sparta, how regulated, 285. 
Expiations, to whom afcribed, 15, note. How performed, 
ib. 



F. 

'pEaJls and public meals appointed by Solon, 33. 

Flaminius £hiinel. Roman general, fent apainft the Spartan 
tyrant, 426. Treats with him, 427. Brings the Achevans 
over to the Romans, 490. Makes a vain attempt on Co- 
rinth, ib. A fhameful alliance with Nobis, 492. Peace 
with Macedon, 494. Caufes the univerfal freedom of 
Greece to be proclaimed, 495. Withdraws his Roman ga- 
rifons, 496. Returns to Rome, ib. His fpeech to the 
Achaans about Zacynthus, 502. Affronted at the pride of 
the JEtclians, 562. Makes peace with Philip, 565, & feq. 
His fpeech to the JEtolian airembly, 569. Rejected, 570. 
Inveighed againft by the JEtolian deputy, 577. His plea- 
fant fpeech to the grand afTembly, ib. Rebukes the Roman 
conful at Naupattus, 591. Raifes the fiege of it, 592. 

Fulvius, M. Nobilior, belieges Ambracia, 597. Takes it, 

600. 

Funerals, Solon's laws concerning them, 32, 33. How per- 
formed to the fbin at Athens, 166. How regulated by 



Lycurgu., 27b'. 



G. 




Aids, lent to aid the Lacedemonians, 3 90. 

Gecrrsi, Athenian firnvTs fo called, 4?.. 

Gxejizi, among the Athenians, what, \\. 

( i r j i I mines kr/.ed by the "Iluijums, 1 ^i. 

inrgi, queen or £'>.//■/</, her character, 3771 not. 

Gini'jfrii, Spa? tan "cncrJ, beaten and killed in jv.gina, 
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Greece, theftatesof, engage in the Peloponnefian war, 165, 
&feq. Vifited with dreadful earthquakes, 178* The Ni- 
cian peace, 187. New diforders after it, ib. & feq. Di- 
vided between arijlocracy and democracy* 240. Its various 
Hates after the Achaan league, ib. & feq. Makes a new 
peace, ib. Throws off the Macedonian yoke after Philip's 
death, 255. And after that of Alexander 258. 

Guardians , Solon's Jaws concerning them, 31. 

Gylippus, general of Sparta, relieves Syracufe, 198. His fuc- 
cefs in Sicily, 355. Takes the Athenian generals prifoners, 
201. Whether chargeable with their death, ib. note. 
Baniflied for theft, 360. His character, ib. note. 

Gylus flain by the Locrians, 379. 

Gythium, a fca-port of Lacedemon, taken and burnt by the 
Athenians, 141. By Nabis, 428- 

H. 
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JJ^Jrmo/ycus, an Athenian* his bravery againfl: the iV^< 
Harpalus, bribes the Athenians to prote& him, 257. 

Hecatomphonia, what, 314. 

Hegefandrides takes Eubcca, 31; 
Heirejfes, Solon's law concerning them, 28. 
Heliaa, court at Athens, 55. 

Heliots, al. Heloies, their miferable flavery, 289, and note. 

Rebellion, 344. Butchered by Nabis, 427. 
Heraclca, a city mTheJfaly, 531, note (B). Befieged* by 

theyfr^tf/zj-, 536. Taken by the Romans, 585, & feq. 

Herean games, defcribed, 553, note (R). 

Herman of Athens, defaced in one night, 195. 

Hejlica in Eubaza taken by the Athenians, 14.6. 

Hippodatelountcs, fecond rank of Athenians, 2^. 

Hipparchus* the fon of Piftftratns, 68. His reign and cha- 
racter, 70, & feq. Killed by Harmodius, 73. 

Hippias, the fon of Pifijlratus, 68. Whether the eldeft, 68, 
69. His cruel reign, 74, & feq. Expelled, 75. Re- 
tires to Sigtnm, 78. Cabals with the Pcrfians, 84. His 
dream and death, 90,91, and note. 

Hippocrates, the father of Piji/lratns, 69, and -qote (O). 

J lower s writings found by Lycurgns, 275. 

J/ypata, general ailembly of the JEtolians held there, 587,59 y 

I. 




^/;, prince of Thcjfaly aiTills the Thcbans* 386. 
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Ionian fa&ion in Sicily, lyj. 

Iphicrates, Athenian general, his chara&er, 233. Succeeds 
Thrafybulus againft Rhodes, 235. Falfely accufed by the 
' Perjian general, 2^0. Acquitted, ib. Raifes the fiege of 

Corinth, 380. 

IrensSn Sparta, their office, 282. 

Ifagoras, head of an Athenian faction, 78. Aflifted by the 
Lacedemonians againft his rival, ib. & feq. Retires into 
the citadel of Athens, 79, Is befieged and forced to fur- 
render, ib. 

Ithome built and fortified, 300. Taken by the Lacedemoni- 
ans, 306, & feq. Seized by the Helotcs, 343. 

Julius Sextus, Roman deputy's fpeech to the Acb&ans, 532, 
& feq. Outwitted by Critolaus, 533. 

Juno, how worfliipped by the Ar gives, 553, note (RJ. 

L. 

T Acedemonians engage the flatcs of Grerce againft the Athc* 
mans, 164. Make a truce with them, 179. Krelh 
overtures of peace, 185. End in a truce, ib. Followed 
by the Nician peace, 187. Break it, ibid. Beaten 
by feaand land, 213. Reduce the Athenians, 218, & feq. 
Make peace with them, 237. Subdue the Thehans and o- 
ther flares, ib. Renew the war, ib. & feq. Defeated at 
Naxus, 239. At Leucades, 240. Their kings from Ly- 
curgus down to the Achaan league, 273. War with the 
Mejfenians, 297, & feq. Argives, 300. Defeated by A- 
rijlodemus, 305, & feq. By the Mejfevlais, 310. Re- 
duce them to flavery, 31S. Defeated at Thermopylae, 331, 
and note. Preparations againft the Pcrftans, 334. Dc-* 
feat them by feaand land, 335,338. The Athenians, 359. 
Their decree againft them, ib. War with Perfta, 3O9. 
Difcover a conspiracy, ib. Make a general peace, 382. 
Crow haughty by it, ib. & feq. Defeated by the T'ncbans 
at Lcuflra, 387. Defeat the Arcadians, 391. The- 
hans, 3^2. Suffered to alienate their lands, 405. Re- 
ft ore! 10 their anrient government, 41?., i< feq. Defeated 
by Antipnus at Sehjia, 418. Subdued by fhe 
ccdonia>>i, 4?0- Chufe two new kings, 422- Defeated 
by the Ashte^ns, 425. Inflaved by A 7 ...//.;, //;. i^q. 
Plundered by the AUdians, 431 . Join wirh the AAuca* s, 
432. Go over tn the Aituluais, 456. Make and break 
tne peace with tne Achtrans, 476, and 481. Ji>m with 
the Romans, ib. Wi Jidi aw ir«>.n the AJjtvan La^ue* 
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Reduced by Philopcemen? 505. Send deputies to the Ro- 
man fenate, 506. Reftorcd to their laws, &c. 509. Com- 
plain to the Romans againft the Achaans? 529. Reim- 
burfed by order of the fenate, 544. 

Lacharis feizes the fovereignty of Athens? 268. Depofed by 
Demetrius? ib. 

Laconia? invaded by the Athenians? 141. Divided by £y- 

curgus, 278. The reft vid. fub Lacedemon. 
Laconic ftyle, what, 284. 

Lamachns? Athenian admiral, his expedition againft Heraclea? 
184. Made Alcibiades's collegue in Sicily? 195. • His cha- 
racter, 197. Killed at the fiege of Syracufe? 198. 

Lamia? befieged by the Macedonians? 586. Surrendered to 
the Romans? ib. 

Lampfacus? a city in Myfia? taken from the Athenians? 218. 

Lands, how divided by Lycurgits? 278. 

Larijfus? a river of Arcadia, 557, note (Y). 

Las? attempted by the Lacedemonians? 503. 

Laws? how enacSted at Athens? 47. 

Law-fuits, how carried on at Athens? 53, & feq. 

difcou raged by Lycurgus? 286. 

Lecena? Athenian courtefan's great conltancy, 75. 
Lcmnos? how taken by the Athenians? 97, note. 
Leo? king of Sparta, 319. 

Leonidas? king of Sparta? his expedition againft Xerxes? 32 7, 

& feq. His gallant death, 331. 
. II. Introduces luxury into Sparta? 405. Depofed, 

407. Reftored, 408. 
Leontius? his treachery to the Achaans? 464, & feq. To Ara- 

tits? 467, & feq. Forgiven, 469. Raifeb a tumult at 

Corinth? 470. Is put to death, 472. 
Leojll.cv.es, general of the Greeks, deteats Antipater, 258, h 

Icq. Killed at the fiege of Lamia * 2SQ» 
Leotychides I. chofen king of Sparta? 83. Puts an end to 

the Perf.an war, by a complete victory, 115. 
1 1. railed to Utc crown of Sparta? 32 2. Triumphs 

over the depofed !dn^, ib. Viclo: ious at Svlycalc? 330. 

Dies in exile, 

• the fen of //"/;, owned by his father, 364. Ex* 

eluded the lucceilion and his private cft.ite, 
hi'fuos, iflanJ, revolts from the Athenians? 174. 
Li'ttnpctrj t the battle of, 5.5.0. 
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Lycceum^ at Athens, 39. 
Lycomedes, general of Arcadia, killed, 388. 
Lycorias % Achaan praetor's fpeech to the ftates, 507. Re- 
venges Pbilopcemen's death, 512, & feq. 
Lycurgus, the famed Spartan lawgiver, new-models the go- 
vernment, 277. His laws, ib. & feq. Approved by the 
Delphic oracle, 276, 292. Why not written, 289. His 
death and honours, 292, &feq. 

a private man, chofen king of Sparta, 422. De- 
feats the Mejfcnians, 423. Obliges the Macedonians to re- 
tire, 424. Withdraws into JEtolia, ib. 



Mcffe 



Lycus 9 the court of, 54. 
Lyfander, Spartan admiral, his character, 355. Victories, 
216, & feq. Sets up thirty tyrants over Athens ', 219, & 360. 
Undermines Tijfaphernes, 356. Attempts the fovereignty 
of Greece, 357. Defeats the Athenians at fea, 218, & 
359. Dcmolifhes the walls of Athens, 360. Out- 
witted by Pharnabazus, 363, & feq. Accompanies A- 
gcfilaus into AJia, 370, & feq. Endeavours to raife an in- 
furre&ion, 372, 373, and note. Sent againft the Phocians, 
376. Killed before Haliartus, 377. 

one of the Spartan cphori, oifers a rhetra for a new 
partition 407. Rejected, ib. 

\fiAccdonian war, 243, & feq. 

Macedonians, their war with the Athenians, 244, &feq. 

Divided into two factions after the death of Antipatcr,ib^. 

The reft vide fub Philip, &c. 
Machanidas, feizes on the Spartan crown, 424. Defeated 

and killed by Philopcemen, 425. 
Macra-Stoa, of Athens, 40. 

Afanti?ieans'\edgue with the Athenians, 190, and note. Expelled 
their city by the Lacedemonians, 383. Rebuild it, 388- 
BcliC2;ed by the Lacedemonians, ib. & icq. 

Marathon, the famous battle of, defcribed, 83, & feq. 

Marcius, Roman conful, penetrates into Thejfaly, 520. For- 
bids the Achezans to fend luce ours to Appius, ib. 

Mardonius, his meHage to the Athenian* lejeclcJ, 113, & feq. 
Defeated and killed by the Greeks, 3 j;Y 

Marriages, how reguhited bv Lycurgus, 2^9. 

Jllgacles's fevcrity againir C\/jh 9 s confedu-.iics, iv. His 
party condemned for it, 22. Obliges Piji/fratus toieii.--. 

64. Joins with P[!ijlratus, 65. Oifcoiniitcd, ib. 

Mt'cakf'dis 



INDEX. 

Megalopolis built by the Arcadians, 388. Taken and ru?iied- 

by Cleomenes, 447. 

Megalopolitans fend to beg Antigonus's afliftance, 444., 

Megara, revolts from the Athenians, 145. Befieged by them, 
ib. & 184. Relieved by the Lacedemonians, 184. For- 
tified by Phocion, 253. Taken by the Romans, 538. 

Megareans outwitted by the Athenians, 18, & feq. Beaten 
out of Salamis by them, ib. Revolt from them* 145. 
Join in the P eloponnefian war, 1 64. Rejeft the Nician 
peace, 187. Submit to the Athenians, 253- Subdued by 
the Romans, 538. 

Megijiias, the brave Spartan foothfayer, his tomb, 332, not. 

Melitus, the falfe accufer of Socrates, 228. Hated on that 
account by the Athenians, 232, note. 

Melos, iiland, taken by the Athenians, 194. 

Menalcidas, why accufed to the Romans, 528. Acquitted by 
Diaus, ib. Breaks the truce with Achaia, 530- Kills 

himfelf, ib. 

Meffinian war, the caufe of it, 297. Second war, 309, & 
feq. 

Metellus, Roman general, his good offices to the Acharans, 
529. To the Lacedemonians, 534. His deputies affronted by 
the Achaans, ib. Defeats them, 536. Takes Thebes and 

Megara, 537, 538. His offers of peace reje&ed, 538, & 

feq. Sent into Macedon, 539. 
Metoicoi, at Athens, what* 4^. 

Miltiades, Athenian general, defeats the Perjians with a fmall 
army, 86, & feq. His fpeech to Callimachus, 87, & feq. 
Unfortunate expedition zg^'md Paros, 93, & feq. His death 
and defcent, 94, & 95, note. 

Mina, its value, 24. 

Mindarus, P eloponnefian admiral, defeated and killed, 2133 
357- 

Minoas, ifland, taken by the Athenians, 176. 

Mitylenians invaded by the Athenians, 174. Succoured by 

the Peloponnefians, ib. Reduced, 175. 
Money defpifed by the Spartans, 286. 
Moi'eu, whence fo called, 546. 

Mortgages,, how made among the Athenians, 24, & feq. 

Mourning, how regulated by Lycurgus, 27S. 

Mumtnius, Roman conful, fent againft the Achaans, 538, & 
feq. Blockades Corinth^ 539. Defeats the Achaans, 
54c. TJi'js ::nd plunders Corinth, 541. His ill tafle for 
gaim::i£ ,;ni k;;];-^.^ 542. Triumphs at Rome, 545. 



Munlc >iaj 



INDEX. 



Mnnichia, a fea-port in Attica, 40. A prophecy concerning 
it fulfilled, 14. Garifoned by the Macedonians, 260. 
Taken by Demetrius, Poliprcetes, 265. Garifoned by 
him, 269- Sold again to the Athenians, 2jo* 

Munichian month, why changed, 266. 

Murder, by whom cognizable at Athens, 49. 

Mufaum taken and garifoned by Demetrius, 269. Re-fold 
to the Athenians by Diogenes, 270. 

Mycale, the battle of, 115. 

Mycena, invaded by tie Lacedemonians, 297. & feq. Sub- 
dued, 307, & ftq. Recovered under Arijiomcxes, 309. 
Betrayed under Ariftocrates, 312. Enflaved by the Lace- 
demonians, 318. 

Mycenians, Mejf'enians, expelled P tloponncfus , 344. Rebel 
againft the Achaans^ 510. Rout them, ib. & fcq. Poi- 
fon Philopcemen, 512. Punilhed by his fucceiTor, ik 

Myronides defeats the Corinthians, 138. His bravery agaifoft 



the Thebans, 140. 



N. 



NAbis, tyrant of Sparta, his cruelty to the Lacedemonians^, 
425, & feq. To the Argives, 492. Treachery to 
Philip ib. Defeated by the Achaans, 499, & feq. Tak^s 
Gythiwn, ib. Harafied by the Achczans, 500. Aflaffinated 
by the JEtolians, 431, 572. 
Naupaclus taken by the Athenians, 141. Given to the Mef* 

fenians, 344, 

the peace of, 477. 
Netlanebis, prince of Egypt, affifted by Ageftlaus, 395^ 

note. 

Nemea, a river of Peloponnefus, 493, & note. 
Neptune's famous temple at Athens, 38. 

Nicander, king of Lacedemonia, his reign, 296. W ars againft 

the Mejjenians, ib. & feq. 

— deputy of JEtolia, to Antiochus, 588. CarcfTcd by 

Philips 589. Invades Acamania^ 597. 

Nicanor, CaJJhider's general over the Athenians, 263. 

Nicias, Athenian general , his difpute with Clean, 180. Tafcps 
the ifland of Cythera, 183. Gives name to the Ni'tian 
peace, 187. Oppofes the defcent into SJcify, 195. Sent 
general thither asjainft his wiil, ib. His ijl (uccefi* at 
Syract/Je, 198, & Icq. Forged to furrei^lcr to, Gyttppw % 
201. Put to death by the SyrasuftanSy tb, 

Nicoclcs, tyrant of Sicyon, expelled, 438, note. 

Nicodro?}ms, Athenian general, invades JEgi^a^ 83. 
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Nicomedes, Spartan general, brings the Phocians to reafon, 

344. Defeated at Tanagra, ib. 
Nicojiratus, Achaan praetor, defeats the Macedonians at Ar- 

gos, 493- . 
Nifea ta*en from the Athenians, 14. Retaken and fortified, 

176. 

Nomotheta, at Athens, their office, 52. 

Nomophylaces, their office, ib. 

tiothos* among the Athenians* what, at. 



O. 



r\Aths 9 

^ 122. 



hundred 



J t home y 306. 
Oibazus, killed by the Athenians , 116. 
Olympian temple at Athens, 38. 

Olympic games, by whom initituted, 350, note. Defcribed, 

//a 

Olynthians fubdued by Philip of Macedon, 250. 
Olynthus, the republic of, whyoppreft by the Spartans, 383. 
Subdued by Polybiades, 384. 

Oh/* j the Maccahee, Arius's letter to him, 403, and note. 
Oplitai, Athenian foldiers, fo called, 42. 
Orchomenus, the city of defcribed, 531, note (C). 
Orejiida, who, and where fituate, 557, note (Z). 

Qreum, a chief city in Eubcea, betrayed to the Romans, 483. 
Oropus, the inhabitants of, revolt from the Athenians, 206. 



Oft 



champi 




not. 

P. 

fches Athenian general, takes Mitylsne, 175, An inftance 

of his great humanity, ib. 
Pan, why worfhipped by the Athenians, 86. 

Paneetolium, what, 547. 

Pantheon, at Athens, Uefcribed, 39. 

Parabajhn, the court of, its office, 54. 

Paralit, one of the three contending fa&ions at Athens, 22* 

Defire a mixt government, ib. 
Parents, Safari's laws relating to them, 31. 
Pares, ifland, whv, invaded by Miltiades, 93. 

Parthenion of Athens, 13, not. 38. 

Patrons 
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Patrons of Athens, their office, 42. 

Paujanias, king of Sparta, envies Lyfander, 222. Makes 
peace with Athens, 223. 

— — Spartan general, his untimely haughtiness, 121. Made 
general of the Greeks againft Xerxes, 334. Defeats the 
Perfians, 336- Rewarded with the tenths of the fpoil, 
338- His great moderation 337. Goes againft the Pho- 
cians, 377. Degenerates, 340. Starved to death, 34^ 

Pediai,one of the three Athenian factions, 22. 

P eloponnefian war, the caufes of, 161, & feq. The nations 
engaged in it, 164* 

P eloponnefians bring their fleet againft Xerxes to Salamis, 
108. Their flight ftopt by the policy of Themijlocles ibid. 

— Join againft the Athenians, 164. Make early incur- 
Hons into Attica, 166. Defeated before Pylus, 179. Make 
peace, 187. Break it, ib. £sf feq. Difappointeu by the 
Perfians, 209- Vidiorious at fea, 210. Defeated at Sa- 
ntos, 211- By fea and land, 213. The peace of Antalci- 

' das concluded, 236, & feq. 

P entacofiomedimni made the firft order of Athenians, 26. 

Pericles the fon of Xantbippus, head of an Athenian faction, 
l£3 # His chara&er, ibid. tsfc. Outwits the Lacedemo- 
nians at Megara, 145, &f feq . Reduces Eubcea, 146. His 
fevere ordinance againft the Athenians of half blood, 147. 
Punifhed, ibid. His great attachment to Afpafia, 150, and 
note. Reduces the Samians, 151, & feq. His funeral o- 
ration for the (lain, 153. Gets Thucydides to be banifhed, 
158- Accufed of divers crimes, 159, & feq. Acquitted, 
161. His conduft at the opening of the P eloponnefian war, 
165. His family vifited with the plague, 170. Dies him- 
felf of it, 172- His character, ibid. & note. 

« the fon of the former, unjuftly put to death, 217. 

Perinthians befieged by Philip of Macedon, 252. 

Perfes fucceeds Philip in Macedonia, 517. Courts the Greeks 
againft the Romans, ibid. His letter to the Achaans^ 518. 
Rejected, 519. Defeated by the Rontons, 521. 

Perfians defeated at Salami s, 109, & feq. 

Phalerum of Athens, 40. 

Phidias, the Athenian ftatuary, condemned, 159. 
Phidippides's vifion of the god Pan, 86 

Philip of Macedon'* war with the Athenians, 243, & feq. 
Corrupt* the Greeks with his gold, 246. beizes the 
ftreights of Thermopylae 248. Subdues the Olyntbians, 250. 
Puts an end to the Phocian war, 251. Befieges Per in- 
thus and Byzantium> ibid. Driven away by Phocion, 252, 
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& feq. Invades Phocis, 253. Defeat? t{ie confederates at 
Charonqsa, 254. . Murdered, 255. 

the fon of Aniigonus, his moderation to the revolted 



Spartans, 422. Beaten out by Lycurgus, 424. Afljfts the 
Ach&ans, 457. Defeats the E leans , 458., Takes, and gives 
Pfophis to the Achaans, 459. Ravages ibid. His kind- 
nefs to the Achaans, Afio, & feq. Impofed on by Apelles, 462, 
& feq, Befieges Paleis, 465. Invades Mtolia, ibid. & feq. 
*TakesTherma:, 467. Invades Lacedemonia, 469. Appeafesa 
fedition at Corinth, 470. Makes a truce with Mtolia y 
472. Takes Thebes of Phthiotis, 474. Makes overtures 
of peace, 476, & feq. Concludes it at Naupa&us, 477. 
Sets about enflaving of Greece, ibid. & feq. Invades Epirus, 
479. Defeated by the Romans, ibid. Caufes the brave 
Aratus and his fon to be poifoned, ibid. & feq. Defeats the 
Mtolians in a new war, 482. Defeated before Elis, ibid. 
& feq. Makes a fecond peace with Mtolia, &c. 487: 
Breaks it, ibid. Forfaken by the Achaans, 490.. Invades 
their country, ibid. Takes Argos, and 1 gives it to hfabis, 
49 1 . Forced to make peace with the Romans, 494- Be* 
fieges Lamia, 586. Handles Mtolia, 590. Recovers fe- 
veral important places, 

regent of Atbamania, joins with Antiochus, 580. 
His pretentions to the Macedonian crown, i&y. note(.N). 
Taken by the Romany 582. 
Ph'ikbaftlei at ^/^,jheir. office, 53. 

Philopcemen, general of ti^e Achesans, his character, 4^4. 

'•Valour at tfce battl^ of Sejafta, 449* & feq. Pefeajs the 
Lacedemonians at Mantinca- 4.2 Kills Machanidas, ib. 
& 486^ His noble fpeech to the Achtean ftates^ 497. De- 
feated at fea by Nip bis, 498. Beats, him. at land, 499. 
Harass the Lacedemonians, ibid r &,feq. Defeats Nabis, 
499. Some fignal inftances of hjs generpfity, 590, & feq v 
Brings he Lacedempp ia$ y % jRtq the, &&ff*p league, 432* 

. 500., .Made praetof r flf^^/> v 502, ..Wars qg^inft the 

Lacedemonians, 50,3, ..feq, Subje6\s thepi to the 
<7?rfY/H laws, 505. , . ^jirchc^ ag^inft jhe rebellious ^/^if- 
jmVwj, 510. Taken prisoner by them, 511.. Poifoned, 
512. His murderers tacpficed at his tomb, 513, Other 

funeral honours, ibid, and note. 
Philofophers baniflied Athens,, 366. Recalled, ibid. 
Phineas, Mtolian praetor, falls out witb Elaininius, 565. 
Phiw/wnsy epprdi by the Lacedemonians, 383. . Reduced by 

Agrfilaus, 384. 

Phuiai war, 245, & feq. ...... 

Phocion 
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Phoeioy, general of Athens, his chara&er, 249. Relieves By- 
zantiuni, 252. Carefled by Alexander , 256, & feq. By An- 
tipater, 259, & feq. Put to death by the Athenians , 263. 
fiis burial, honour, &c. 264. 

Phoebidas takes the city of Thebes, 383. Killed, 385. 

Phreatum, an Athenian court, its office, 53, 54. 

Phrynicus, Athenian general, betrayed by Alcibiades, 205. A 
promoter of oligarchy* 206. Stabbed, 210. 

Phrynon, Athenian general, bafely killed by Pittacus, n, 

Phya, a bafe woman fet up by Pifijlratus, to represent Mi» 
nerva 65. Married to his fon Hipparchus, ibid. 
Phylarchi, Tit Athens, their office, 52. 

Pifander promotes oligarchy at Athens, 206, & feq. Goes 
over to the enemy, 211. 

Pifijlratus, Athenian general, in the expedition againft Salami s, 
18. Reproved by Solon for his popularity, 58. His ftratagem 
to obtain a guard, 59. In vain oppofed by Solon, ibid. & 
feq. His letter to him, 61. Solon's anfwer, 62. Ufurf s 
the fupreme power, ibid. His reign, 64. Death and cha- 
racter, 6o, and note (O). 

Plague at Athens, defcribed, 167, note, 

PJatea betrayed to tjie Thebans, 164. Burnt by the Lace- 
demonians^ 1 7.1. Razed, 176, 347. 

Plateans, why attached to the Athenians, 86, and note. The 
only ftate which joins them againft the Per/tans, ibia\ 
Their ebftinate valour at Marathon, 88. Their bravery 
againft the Peloponnefians, 174, & feq. Reduced, 176. 

Plato hindered from pleading for Socrates, 229. His account 
of his death, 230, note. 

Pleuratus, king of Illyricum, leagues with Rome againft 
tolia, 599. 

PUJlarchus, king of Sparta, his fhort reign, 342. 
Plijloanax. fucce^ds PUJlarchus, ibid. Sent to invade Attica^ 

345. Betrayed by his tutor, ib. & 146. Baniftict), 345. 

Recalled by means of the oracle, 349. His death, 353, 
Polemarchos at Athens, the third magiftrate, 2. His office, 

Polttai, citizens of Athens, ^ fo called, 41. 

Polybius the hiftorian fl fent deputy to the Roman conful, 520. 
Kept prifonef there, 526. Lifts under Scipio, 527. Pre- 
fent at the'ficge of Corinth, 541. Defends the memory 

of the great Philopcemen, 544. In high efteem with the 
Romans, 545. 

Polydor;us, king of Sparta, invades McJferAa, 298, & feq. 
Defeats the Arrives, 300. The Mejfeniar.^ 307. His 
charafter and deaths 308'. 

Polyptrckont 
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Polyperchon* head of a Macedonian fa&ion, 263. Cabals 
againft Cajfander, ibid. 

Potidea revolts from the Athenians, 157, Reduced by fa- 
mine, 171. Taken by Timotheus, 242. 
Prators, Acbaan, their office, 441. 
Proclyda, a lift of them, 273. 
Preedoi at Athens, their office, 45. 
Profecutions, how fegulated by Solon's laws, 33, 
Protefilaus his tomb rifled by Arta)ftes, 116. 
Prytanes, their office, 45. A new fet of them, 206. 
Prytaneum, the court of, its power, 53. 
Pfophis, defcribed, 458, and note. Befieged, 458. Taken, 

4-59- 

Ptolorneus, king of Egypt, leagues with the Acbaans, 506. 

Punijhmeuts regulated by Solon, 32. 

Puralia, the laft rank of Athenian citizens, 41. 

Pydna, the battle of, 521. 

Pylaicum, the grand council of Greece, 566. 

Pylos % three cities of that name, 556, note (V). 

Pylus, promontory fortified by the Athenians, 179. Taken 
by the Lacedemonians, 2x4. 

Pyreum, one of the havens of Athens, 38, Improved by The- 
mijlocles, 120. Demoliihed by Lyfander, 219. Garifon- 
ed.by Demetrius Poliorcct. 269. Sold to the Athenians by 

Diogenes, 27 O. 

Pyrrhus, king of Epirus, invades Sparta in favour of Cleony- 
mus, 398. Repulfed by die brave Spartan women, 400. 
Slain in Argos , 402. 

Pyrrhius, general of Mtolia, defeated by Philips 482- 

QUinftius, Tit. Flamin* vid. Flaminius* 488 & fcq. 

R. 



e, how punifhed at Athens* 30. 

Religious concerns committed to the Areopagi, 49. 
Reiiarii, net-flingers, how they fought, 11, note (D). The 

art invented by Pittacus, ib. 
Reviling forbid by Solon * 29. 
Rhetium in taken by fome fugitives, 184. 

Rhttray Lyeurgus's laws, why fo called, 289. Approved by 
the Delphic oracle, 292, How inforced on the Laade- 
intn'utnSy ib. £sV. 

Rhodians, 
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Rhodians, their confederacy againft the Athenians, 243, In- 
vaded by Philip* 48 7 . 

Romans invited into Greece by the JEtolians, 481. Make 
peace with Philip , and the Achaans, 487. Renew the 
war againft the former, ib. Make an alliance with the 
latter, 490- Make peace with Philip and his confederates, 
494. Send commiffioners into Greece in favour of the La- 
cedemonians, 506, & feq. Their infincerity to the Achee- 
tftfx, 514. Tyrannize over them, 516, 521. Their de- 
puties arfronted by them, 532, &feq. Ally with the /Sta- 
tions, 550. Surprifed at Tanagra, by the Syrians, 579. 
Send forces againft Antiochus, 581. Join with the Mace- 
donians, 58 1. Diftrefs the Mtolians, 583. Make a truce 
with them, 595. A peace, 601. Opprefs them afrefh, 
602. 

Roman Haves redeemed by the Achaans, 496. 

S. 

SAdocus, prince of Tlyrace's friendfhip to the Athenians* 
I 7 I. 

Salami s ifland, taken by the Megarians, 14. Recovered by 

Solon, 18, & feq. The naval fight of, between the Greeks 

and Perjians, 109, & feq. 
Samian war, the grounds of it, 149, 150, and note. 
Samos conquered by the Athenians, 152. Democracy eftab- 

lifhed there, ib. Revolts, ib. Retaken and deftroyed, 

J S3- . 

Scerdilaidas, king of Illyricum, accedes to the Achaan league, 
456. Makes reprifals on the Macedonians, 475, note. 

Scipio Cornel, fent conful againft the Mtolians^ 594. 
■ Africanus ferves in Greece under his urother, 594, 

note. Intercedes for the Mtolians, 595. 

Sciences difcouraged in Sparta, 283. 

Scione revolts from the Athenians, 186. 

Scopas, Mtolian general, ravages Macedon, 457. 

Scyrosj ifland, taken by Cimon, 128. 

Scytale, Spartan, what, 362, note. 

Selafta, the paflage of, defcribed, 448. The battle of, 449, 
& feq. 

Seleucus's alliance with the Achaans, 506. 

Senate of Athens, 27. Jncreafcd, 42. How chofen, 46. 

A new one of 400 chofen, 207. Augmented to five 

thoufand, 211. 



of Sparta, inftituted by Lycurgus, 276. 



Senators of Athens, their power, 46, & feq. Salary, 48. 
Sepulchres, Solon's Jaws concerning them, 33. 



Servants 
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Servants, their condition at Athens, 42. 
Sejlos taken by the Athenians, 116. 

Sicily divided into two factions, 177. The war of, ib* Re- 
conciled by Hermocrates, 183, &c feq. Invaded by the A- 
thenians, ig6. 

Sicyon, accedes to the Achtean league, 434, & feq. 

Sigeum, difputed by the Athenians and Mityleneans, jr. 

Stfatthia at Athens, what, 24, 25. 

Slaves, how ufed at Athens, 42. 
— at Sparta, 289, and not. 

Socrates, prytanis of Athens's integrity, 217. Charafter and 
accufation, 227, & feq. His defence, 228, & feq. Glo- 
rious death, 230, and note (O). 

Scion, Athenian lawgiver's charadter and defcent, 16. Elegy 
on the lofs of Salamis, 17. Recovers it from the Me- 
garians, 18,. & feq. Gains his caufe againft them, 20. 
His ftratagem againft the Cyrrheans, 21. Chofen archon, 
24. Legiflator, 26, & feq. Builds the city of Solos, 55, 
56, & feq. Regulates the Athenian months, 33, 34, & 
note. Travels into Egypt, Cyprus, &c. 55. Converfes with 
Thales, 56. WithCraefus, 56, note. Quells the Athenian 
factions at his return, 57. His juft reproof to The/pis the 
tragedian, 58, & feq. Letter to Epimenides, 60, & feq. 
Anfwer to Pifijlratus, 62. Death, 62> & feq. Great 
honours paid him by the Athenians, 63. 

Solos in Cyprus, whence fo called, 56. 

Sofurates votes for a peace with the Romans, 538. Unjuftly 
tortured to death by the Achaan praetor, ib. 

Soldiers, efteemed by the Spartans, 283. Lycurgus's laws 
concerning them, 287, & feq. 

Sparta damaged by a great earthquake, 342. Defended by 
the valour of her women, 399, & feq. 

Sphafteria, ifland, taken by the Lacedemonians, 179. Re- 
taken by the Athenians, 181. 

Sphodrias, of Sparta, attempts the pyraeum, 385. Protedted 
by Agefdaus, ib. 

Sthenelaides moves for war againft Athens, 346. 

Strangers, Solon's laws about their naturalization, 42. 

Strateg t ?s, their office, 441. 

Stratocles's device to alter the months, 267. 

Sulpicius, Roman praetor, defeats Philip ztElis, 482, & feq. 
Invades Sicyon, 557. Retires to" Mgina, 558. 

Sunium, promontory fortified by the Athenians, 203. 

Sybarites, a people of Italy, 147. Defeated by the Croto- 
nians, 148, note. Reftorcd by the Athenians, ib. Join 

in the Achaan league, 435. 

\ Syracufe, 
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Bcfiegcd by the 



Athenians^ 198. Relieved by Gylippus, ib. &feq. 



T. 



^VAchos, king of Egypt 9 his untimely contempt of Agefilaus^ 
caufes bim to forfake him 393, note. 

Tanagra^ defcribed, 579, note. Takgn and razed, 140. 

the battle of, 139. 
Tegea, the battle of, 295. 
Tegeanvrorxim, their bravery, 295. 

Teleclus, king of Sparta's chara&er and reign, 295, k feq. 
Teleutias blockades Corinth, 380. Attempts the Pyraum, 

382. Slain by the Olynthians, 384. 
TeliJJilla's bravery againft the Lacedemonians, 325, note. 
Temples of Greece plundered and deftroyed by Xerxes, 107. 

Why,/*. &feq. 

. of Thermo: burnt bv Phi lib. a6i. 

Thalcs, the Mi _ 

with 56. 



Converfes 



a lyric poet, companion of Lycurgus, 275. 



Thajiam 9 

Thafus taken from the Athenians , 218. 

Thebans, their war with the Athenians* 140. Defeat- d, 

Surprize Plutea, 164.. Their kindnefs to the fugitive 
Athenians, 221. Subdued by the Lacedemonians, 237. 
Refufe to join in the peace, 241. Make a feparate one *uh 
Perfta, ib. Make war with the Lacedemonians, 242. Sub- 
dued by them, 383. By the Romans, 537. The reft fee 
under the next article of 

Thebes, capital of Bneotia, deftroyed by Alexander, 256. 

Betrayed to the Lac edemonians, 383. Abandoned to me 
Romans, 537. 

of Pbthiotis, taken by Alexander, 474. 

77;,y>, So/on's laws againft it, 31. How tai allowed by the 
Lacedemonians, 285. 

Themijhcles, chofen admiral againft the Per/sans, 86. Envplavs 
his power againft Art/tides, 97, & feq. C/uifcn general 
againft JKr,w, 10?. His ftrau^em to retain lJic flcci ..1 ../v- 
/«.v///y, io3. Reconciled with Ari/tides, 109. Outwits and 
defeats the Per/inns, ib. & Icq. Highly rewarded by 
the Athenians, 112. Outwits the Laredenr^iati^ nq, 
feq. Why bamikd Atbem, 12-j. Goes mio /> 
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124. His fpccch to Jrtaxerxes, reception, a#d death, 

ib. note. 

Theopompus, king of Lacedemonia , invades Meffenia 9 299. 

Creates the ephori, 303, & 304, note. Reply to his 

queen's reproach, ib. Takes Ithome by ftratagem, 307. 

His character and death, ib, 
Theramencs, Athenian admiral, 213. His treachery to 

his collegues, 217. One of the thirty tyrants, 220. 

Oppofes their meafures, ibid. Put to death 221. 
Thames, furprifed and burnt by Philip, 467. 
Thermopylae, the battle of, 331, and note. 
Thefeus, his temple at Athens, 38. Made a fandluary, 4-2. 

His tomb difcovered, and bones brought to Athens, 128. 
The/met heta?, it. Athens, their office, 2, & 51. 
Thejfalians, their treachery to the Athenians, 139. Punifhed 

by Myronides, 140. 

Thcics, the loweft rank of Athenians, 2(5. 

Thoas, prsetor of Mtolia, oppofes the Romans, 567. Con- 
venes the general aflembly in favour of Antiochus, ib. His 
fpeech in the diet, 569. His haughty anfwer to the Ro- 
man conful, 570. Sent to furprize Chalcis, ib. Difap- 
pointed, 573. Goes over to Antiochus, 574. 

Thrajybulus, victorious at fen, 212. Endeavours to refcue 
Attica, 221. Recovers Pyraum, 222. Makes peace with 
Laccdemon, 223. Refufes the offers of the thirty tyrants, 
ib. His hopeful expedition into the Hellefpont, 234. Slain 

at Afpendus, 235. 

Thrafydrus, of Llis, procures a peace with Sparta, 354. 

Thrajyllus, unjiiftly put to death, 217. 

Tkiuydides commands in Macedon, 185. Saves the city of 

J one, ib. 

Thurium, in Sybaris, whence fo called, 149, note (E). 
Thyrea, taken by the At 'hvnians, 183. 

Tin:ea, the wife of Agis, debauched by Alcibiades, 354. Her 

fool if h behaviour, ib. 
Timciheus, Athenian general, his character, 240. Beats the 
Lacedemonians at Leucadcs, ib. His fuccc/s in Macedonia , 

The Lft great captain of Jlthcns, ib. Difgracc ;ind 
death, 244. 

Vtffaphcrncs, is influenced hy Alcihicdes, 2C4. Put to death, 

5 tih/tiujlei, h.Tcecds Tr//aphtWfs ? 375. JimbioL's the Gre- 
cian itatesj ib. 

Tolmidt \ 



INDEX. 

* 

Tolmides, Athenian genera], the firft who made an expedition 
into Laconia, 141. Defeated and lulled in Bceotia, 146. 
Torch-bearers at Athens, their office, 92, note. 
Torone, taken by the Athenians, 242. 
Toxota, at Athens, their office-, 52. 

Tragedy, by whom invented, 58. Difcouraged by Solon, ib. 
& feq. 

Tyrants xxx of Athens, 219. Expelled, 222. 

Tyrtaus, the lame Athenian fchoolmafter, appointed general 

of Sparta, 310. His wifdom and courage, ib. &c 313. 

Supports the Spartans courage, ib. 



V. 



*yjlrgins, Spartan, 282. 



W. 



1JL7AR, Pehponnefian, 164, & feq. JEginean, 132. Ma- 

* cedonian, 243. Social, ib. Mejfenian, 298. The 
fecond, 309. Boeotian, 385. Cleomenic, 411. Confe- 
derate, 456. 




and Solon's laws concerning them. 31 

mils, . 

Wolves* 



0 y ^ — 

vs concerning them, 29. Againfrthc in- 
famous fort, 31. 

Spartan, their drefs, 281, & feq. Hardinefs, 285. 

Bravery, 238. 
of Argos, beat the Spartans from it, 325, note. 

\TAntbippus, Athenian general, defeats the Perjians, 115. 
^ Takes Sejlos, 116. Impales Artaycles for facrileg^ 

the fon of Pericles, dies of the plague, 179. 



Xenarchus, Achaan praetor, declares for Per/a, jrS. 
Xenias, an Eleah, expelled by Thrafydorus, 333, Sc feq. 
Xenoi, ftrangers fo called at Athens, 42. 
Xenoclydes, engages the Corcyreans, 156. 
jfrwo/j's fpeech to the Roman deputies 523, & feq. 
Xerxes, his cruelty to the body of U)c Lacedemonian king. 
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Z. 

Acynthus, ifland, defcribed, 502* note. Reduced by thtf 
Athenians^ 141. Wafted by the P eldponnejians > iji. 
•Bought by the Achezans, 502. Given up by them to the 

Romans^ ib. 

Zengita, the third rank of Athenians^ 26. 
Zeuxidamusj king of Sparta^ 308. 
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